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CONTESTED  ELECTION  CASE 

OF 

THOMAS  E.  WATSON  vs.  eJ.  C.  C.  BLACK, 

PROM  THE 

TENTH  CONaRESSIONAL  DISTRICT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 


NOTICE  OF  CONTEST. 

Thomson,  Q-a.,  Novei^iber  4, 18^5. 
Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black,  Augusta,  Oa, 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  shall  contest  your  right  to  occupy  a  seat  in 
the  Houae  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  as  the  Representative  of  the 
Tenth  Concessional  district  of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress, 
on  the  following  grounds: 

I.  Because  you  are  not  the  duly  and  legally  elected  Representative  from  said, 
district  to  said  Congress. 

II.  Because  I  am  the  duly  and  legally  elected  Representative  from  said  district 
to  said  Congress. 

III.  Because  of  the  wrongful,  illegal,  oppressive,  and  fraudulent  conduct  of  the 
boards  of  registrars  of  each  of  the  counties  hereinafter  named  in  enforcing  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  approved  December  17, 1894,  known  as  the  general-registration 
law,  and  which  will  be  found  on  page  115  and  following  of  the  Georgia  laws  of  1894. 

1.  By  way  of  specification  under  this  ground  in  the  county  of  Columbia,  said 
district,  the  board  of  registrars  was  composed  of  S.  E.  Kelly  and  John  Q.  Spires, 
Democrats,  and  Geo,  W.  Gray,  Populist.  Their  sittings  were  held  at  Appling,  the 
county  site.  While  sitting,  Spires,  one  of  the  Democratic  registrars,  was  taken 
sick  and.  without  any  warrant  or  authority  whatever,  the  said  Spires  substitut.ed 
for  himself  upon  the  board  one  Henry  Merry,  who  acted  with  the  board  and  per- 
formed the  functions  of  a  registrar  one-half  day,  during  which  time  a  number  of 
names  of  qualified  voters  were  stricken  from  the  list.  The  judge  of  the  superior 
court,  who  is  charged  with  the  appointment  of  registrars,  was  accessible,  hmaself 
being  at  Appling,  but  no  official  action  was  taken  by  him  in  any  way  ratifying  or 
oonfinnin^  the  substituted  appointment  of  the  said  Merry.  During  the  time  when 
the  said  Merry  was  illegally  presiding  50  voters  who  were  oualified  to  vote  were- 
stricken  from  the  list.  The  board  thus  constituted,  I  contend,  was  illegal  and  had. 
Qo  right  to  take  any  action  whatever. 

2.  That  said  board  adopted  the  following  rule  of  procedure:  Should  the  name 
of  a  voter  appear  on  the  tax  book  of  a  county  for  1877  or  any  year  subsequent 
thereto,  bat  did  not  appear  for  intervening  years,  they  put  upon  the  voter  the 
burden  of  establishing  that  he  had  paid  all  taxes  during  the  years  his  name  did 
not  appear  on  the  books,  for  although  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  defaulter's 
li^t,  and  although  no  execution  was  outstanding  against  him,  and  in  removing 
this  burden  they  laid  down  the  rule  that  the  oatn  of  a  voter,  if  he  was  a  colorea 
man,  was  insufficient.  They  required  the  testimony  of  a  white  man  or  tax  receipts 
to  establish  the  right  of  a  voter  to  register.  This  rule  was  laid  down  because  the 
registrars  knew  that  nearly  all  of  such  persons  were  colored,  and  I  contend  that 
under  the  operation  of  this  rule  250  Populist  voters,  who  were  colored,  were  ille- 
gally stricken  off  and  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  the  rule  being  that  no 
negro's  oath  was  sufficient  to  establish  his  right  to  vote.    The  necessary  effect  of 
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this  act,  I  contend,  was  to  deprive  the  voter  of  the  right  of  suffrage  on  account  of 
•race,  color,  and  previous  condition  of  servitude,  and  that  it  was  intended  so  to 
operate,  and  that  this  act  was  the  act  of  the  State  through  its  officials  and  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This,  I  contend,  was  done  in  the 
face  of  the  fact  that  it  appeared  that  numbers  of  these  colored  people  had  paid 
their  taxes,  though  executions  had  been  issued,  and  numbers  of  these  colored  peo- 
ple appeared  as  defaulters  on  the  tax  book  when  in  fact  they  were  not  so.  This 
rule  was  applied  in  all  sorts  of  cases.  For  instance,  where  the  voter's  name 
appeared  upon  the  book  as  a  tax  defaulter  for  two  or  more  years  and  where  his 
name  did  not  ap]>ear  on  the  book  at  all  for  two  or  more  years,  and  he  could  pro- 
duce a  receipt  showing  payment  of  tax  for  one  of  these  years,  they  did  not  relax 
{he  rule  then  adopted  against  him  and  still  refused  to  take  his  oath  for  the  other 
years  unless  supported  by  the  oath  of  a  white  man. 

3.  The  election  was  held  on  Wednesday,  October  2,  1895,  and  notices  issued  on 
said  registration  act  on  Tuesday,  October  1,  less  than  one  full  day's  notice  given; 
and  upon  this  notice  voters  were  held  disqualified  and  stricken  from  the  resnstra- 
tion  list  in  violation  of  said  act.  Twenty-five  Populist  voters  who  would  have 
voted  for  me  were  in  this  manner  stricken  from  the  registration  list. 

4.  No  personal  service  upon  the  voter  was  required  by  the  board.  Service  at 
his  house  was  held  sufiicient  and  acted  upon  in  all  cases  without  any  evidence 
whatever  of  actual  service,  and  unless  the  voter  appeared  and  established  his  right 
a  judgment  by  default  was  entered  against  him  and  his  name  stricken  from  the 
registration  list.  One  hundred  Populist  voters  who  would  have  voted  for  me  were 
in  this  way  and  luanner  deprived  of  the  right  to  vote,  and  I  deprived  of  their  votes. 

5.  In  the  county  of  Hancock  the  registrars  were  E.  F.  Riley  and  Julian  West, 
Democrats,  and  Yance  Pamell,  Populist.  Their  sittings  were  held  at  Sparta  in 
said  county.  Referring  to  the  rules  of  procedure  above  stated  in  Columbia  County, 
said  re^strars  adopted  the  same.  They  required  no  personal  service  and  no  proof 
of  service,  and  150  Populist  voters  who  would  have  voted  for  me  were  stricken 
from  the  registration  list  under  this  procedure.  They  laid  down  the  same  rule  as 
to  Populist  voters  who  were  colored  persons,  and  required  the  production  of  all 
of  the  tax  receipts  since  the  year  1877,  and  held  the  oath  of  a  negro  insufficient  to 
establish  his  right  to  vote  unless  supported  by  the  testimony  of  a  white  man  or  by 
a  tax  receipt.  The  intention,  purpose,  and  effect  charged  with  reference  to 
Columbia  County  is  also  charged  vnth  reference  to  this  county,  and  under  the 
operation  of  it  300  negroes  who  were  Populists  and  who  would  have  voted  for  me 
were  deprived  of  the  right  to  vote,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States.  In  this  coimty  the  board  of  registrars  went  beyond  the  tax  liability 
of  voters,  as  disclosed  from  the  books  of  the  county,  and  interrogated  voters  and 
heard  evidence  to  show  that  said  voters  had  more  property  than  tnat  embraced  in 
their  tax  returns,  and  when  satisfied  of  this  fact  they  struck  the  names  of  such 
persons  from  the  list.  In  this  way  150  Populist  voters  who  would  have  voted  for 
me  were  stricken  from  the  registration  list.  The  sittings  of  the  board  of  registrars 
in  this  county  were  not  conducted  in  public.  They  allowed  no  one  to  have  any- 
thing to  say  as  to  the  qualification  of  the  person  cited,  or  to  assist  him  in  showing 
his  qualification,  or  to  aid  him  in  removing  a  supposed  disqualification,  allowing 
the  person  cited  alone  to  be  heard,  and  having  heard  him,  would  then  go  into 
secret  session  and  pass  judgment  upon  the  qumification  of  the  voter  in  pr.vate. 
The  object  and  purpose  of  this  procedure  was  likewise  to  deprive  ignorant  though 
qualified  colored  voters  of  the  right  to  vote,  and  in  this  way  and  manner  150  col- 
ored Populist  voters  who  would  have  voted  for  me  were  deprived  of  the  right  to 
vote  in  Hancock  County.  After  finishing  the  deliberations  of  said  board  they 
announced  that  421  names  were  stricken,  but  the  list  furnished  by  them  showed 
that  441  were  stricken.  I  contend  that  the  441  persons  were  duly  and  legally  quali- 
fied voters,  that  they  were  Populists  and  would  have  voted  for  me,  ana  that  they 
were  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  manner  stated  and  I  deprived  of  their 
votes. 

6.  In  the  county  of  Jefferson  the  board  of  registrars  was  composed  of  M.  W. 
Hopkins  and  W.  J.  Douglas,  Democrats,  and  T.  E.  Swan,  Populist.  Their  sitting! 
were  held  at  Louisville,  in  said  county.  Referring  to  the  rule  of  procedure  and 
the  methods  of  the  registrars  set  out  and  described  in.  Columbia  County,  the  same 
rules  of  evidence  in  all  other  respects  were  adopted,  and  100  Populist  voters  were 
illegally  stricken  from  the  list.  These  voters  were  Populists,  I  contend,  and  would 
have  voted  for  me,  and  they  were  thus  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage  and  I 
deprived  of  their  votes. 

7.  In  Lincoln  County  the  board  of  registrars  was  composed  of  Dr.  John  Sims 
and  Newt.  Zellars,  Democrats,  and  N.  W.  Stephenson,  Populist.  Their  sittings 
were  held  at  Lincolnton.    Referring  to  the  rules  of  procedure  and  methods  described 
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and  set  out  in  Coltimbia  County,  the  same  were  adopted,  carried  out,  and  executed 
in  tins  county,  and  in  addition  to  carrying  out  all  of  said  methods  therein  described 
and  set  out  it  was  shown  to  the  registrars  that  quite  a  number  of  names  did  not 
appear  on  the  tax  book  or  who  did  appear  as  defaulters  held  receipts  fi*om  the  tax 
collector,  which  was  easily  shown  by  the  stub  book  of  the  tax  collector.  The  stub 
book  for  one  of  the  years  was  not  before  them,  but  was  in  the  possession  of  a  former 
tax  collector  of  the  county  who  lived  a  few  miles  out  in  the  country;  and  a  demand 
was  made  upon  the  registrars  to  have  this  book  brought  before  them  by  this  former 
tax  collector,  but  they  declined  to  issue  any  formal  subpoena  for  the  said  ex-collec- 
tor and  the  book,  but  only  sent  him  word  to  bring  it,  which  he  declined  to  do, 
demanding  to  be  subpoenaed,  he  being  a  Democrat,  and  they  refused  to  issue  a 
formal  subpoena,  and  thus  25  names  that  appeared  on  the  books  as  defaulters  and 
were  so  stncken  by  the  registrars  were  lost  to  me  because  the  stub  book  would 
have  shown  that  they  had  paid  their  taxes  and  were  qualified  voters.  Sixty  voters 
who  were  Populists  and  who  would  have  voted  for  me  were  stricken  from  the 
re^tration  list  and  illegally  deprived  of  their  right  of  suffrage  and  deprived  of 
their  votes. 

8.  In  Richmond  County  the  registrars  were  P.  J.  Sullivan  and  Dr.  McGinnis, 
Democrats,  and  C.  Z.  Hargraves,  Independent.  Their  sittings  were  held  in  the 
city  of  Augusta.  The  names  of  2,000  illegal  voters  whose  names  appeared  on  the 
registration  list  were  furnished  to  said  registrars  by  a  committee  of  the  citizens 
of  Augusta,  composed  largely  of  Democrats,  said  list  accompanied  with  the 
request  that  said  renstrars  investigate  and  have  these  names  stricken  from  the 
list  Said  names  had  been  placed  on  the  list  bv  Democratic  workers,  and  the  said 
registrars  made  no  effort  to  investigate  their  legality.  On  this  list  the  names  of 
more  than  1,200  negro  boys  were  registered  as  just  having  come  of  age,  which 
number  "was  far  in  excess  of  the  number  of  negro  boys  who  could  have  just 
attained  that  age  in  that  county.  Five  hundred  of  said  names  were  fictitious,  and 
had  been  placed  there  for  the  puri)ose  of  using  the  said  names  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion by  voting  the  same  person  under  all  of  them  as  a  legal  voter.  Five  hundred  of 
said  names  were  those  of  boys  under  21  years  of  age.  Two  hundred  of  said 
names  were  tax  defaulters  over  21  years  of  age,  who  were  registered  as  21  years  of 
age  in  order  to  avoid  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  whose  names  appear  upon  the 
registration  list  in  1892  and  in  1894  as  being  at  that  time  21  years  of  age.  The 
said  registrars  made  no  effort  to  investigate  the  genuineness  of  either  the  names 
or  ages  of  these  parties.  They  made  no  effort  to  ascertain  whether  these  votes 
were  legal  or  illegal,  their  object  and  purpose  being  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of 
names  of  alleged  voters  to  cover  all  of  the  possibilities  of  future  fraudulent  use. 
By  way  of  explanation  of  this  conduct,  it  is  contended  that  at  the  regular  election 
in  November,  1894,  there  were  voted  in  the  county  of  Richmond  15,980  votes,  of 
which  you  received  all,  except  2,200  votes  for  me.  I  charge  that  the  whole  scheme 
and  purpose  in  -Richmond  County  was  to  make  a  registration  list  of  such  charac- 
ter and  caxiacity  as  to  accommodate  all  the  exigencies  of  the  situation,  and  to 
enable  your  supporters  to  poll  such  a  vote  for  you  as  would  overcome  any  possi- 
ble vote  I  could  legally  receive  in  the  other  counties  of  the  said  district.  These 
2,000  illegal  votes  were  voted  for  you  on  the  day  of  the  election,  and  were  counted 
for  you  in  estimating  the  result  in  Richmond  County,  and  I  charge  that  they  were 
wrongful  and  illegal  voters  and  should  be  deducteid  from  the  number  of  votes 
said  to  have  been  received  by  you  in  said  county.  The  said  board  of  registrars 
devoted  itself  assiduously  to  hunting  disqualifications  of  my  supporters  and 
enforcing  the  registration  law  strictly  against  them. 

9.  In  Taliaferro  Countv  the  board  of  registrars  was  composed  of  Charles  H. 
Golucke  and  W.  O.  Wright,  Democrats,  and  B.  W.  Ogletree,  Populist.  Referring 
to  the  rules  of  procedure,  methods,  and  all  other  matters  set  out  as  regards  Colum- 
bia County,  the  same  were  done  in  this  county.  In  the  ways  and  manners  therein 
described  75  Populist  voters  were  illegally  stricken  from  the  registration  list. 
These  were  Populists,  and  would  have  voted  for  me,  and  they  were  thus  deprived 
of  the  right  of  suffrage  and  I  deprived  of  their  votes. 

10.  In  warren  County  the  board  of  registrars  was  composed  of  J.  Lawrence 
Johnson  and  Jack  Hubeii;,  Democrats,  and  C.  W.  G^eesling,  Populist.  Their  sit^ 
tings  were  held  at  Warrenton.  Referring  to  Columbia  County,  the  same  rules  of 
procedure  and  all  the  methods  therein  set  out  and  described  were  pursued  by  the 
board  of  registrars  in  this  county.  In  addition  thereto,  where  a  party's  name  did 
not  appear  on  the  tax  book,  although  it  did  not  appear  that  he  was  a  defaulter, 
and  it  did  not  appear  that  there  was  any  tax  execution  against  him,  he  was  set 
down  as  a  defaulter  and  his  name  stricken  from  the  list  unless  he  could  prove  that 
he  had  paid  his  taxes,  his  own  oath,  when  a  negro,  not  being  sufficient  to  establish 
this  fact,  bat  the  production  of  tax  receipts  or  the  tdstim  jny  of  a  white  man  was 
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required;  and  iii  further  addition  thereto,  although  it  appeared  from  the  tax  books 
ana  tax  receipts  that  the  party's  taxes  were  paid,  the  registrars  would  go  behind 
liie  tax  returns  and  revise  them,  and  if  they  could  discover  that  the  party  had 
property  not  given  in  or  claimed  property  not  given  in  for  any  of  the  years  since 
1877,  their  names  were  stricken  from  the  list  of  voters.  This  is  the  same  rule 
applied  by  the  registrars  of  Hancock  County  as  well  as  in  this  county.  It  was 
applied  only  against  Populists  who  were  my  supporters,  and  no  such  questions  or 
inquiries  or  conclusions  took  place  in  case  of  a  Democrat  who  was  your  supporter, 
either  in  this  or  in  Hancock  County.  They  would  not  investigate  the  legality  of 
Democrats  who  were  registered,  an^,  by  way  of  illustration,  the  brother  of  a  Demo- 
crat who  was  registered  appeared  before  them  and  made  an  affidavit  that  his  brother 
was  illegally  registered  and  had  so  admitted  to  him,  but  said  that  he  intended 
to  vote  if  he  was  a  tax  defaulter  and  illegally  registered,  and  they  refused  to  cite 
him  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  stricken  from  the  list,  the  brother  of  the 
man  asking  for  the  rule  being  a  son-in-law  of  one  of  the  Democratic  registrars. 
In  these  ways  and  manners  100  Populist  voters  who  were  my  supporters  were 
stricken  from  the  registration  list  and  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage  and  I 
deprived  of  their  votes. 

11.  In  Washington  County  the  board  of  registrars  were  Gkorge  Gilmore  and 
W.  S.  Hodges,  Democrats,  and  W.  T,  Askew,  Populist.  Their  sittings  were  held  in 
Sanders ville.  In  this  county  no  personal  service  and  no  proof  of  service  was 
required  before  the  parties'  rights  were  acted  upon,  and  60  Populists  who  appeared 
upon  the  books  as  defaulters,  but  were  not  defaulters  and  who  would  have  made  a 
proper  showing,  were  stricken  from  the  list,  not  having  received  any  notice  to 
appear  before  the  registrars.  These  60  voters  were  Populists  and  would  have 
voted  for  me  had  they  been  given  any  chance  to  establish  their  right,  but  without 
notice  and  without  service  they  were  deprived  of  their  right  of  suffrage  and  I 
deprived  of  their  votes.  As  to  this  county,  it  is  not  intended  to  charge  that  there 
was  any  intentional  wrong  conduct.  The  registrars  made  the  mistake  of  acting 
without  notice,  as  above  stated.  The  law  upon  which  they  acted  was  furnished 
from  your  headquarters  in  Augusta  by  what  was  called  a  law  committee  of  your 
campaign. 

12.  In  Wilkinson  County  the  board  of  re^strars  were and 

,  Democrats,  and ,  Populist.    Tlieir  sittings  were  held  at  the 

county  site.  Referring  to  the  charges  with  reference  to  Columbia  County,  this 
board  adopted  all  of  the  rules  of  procedure  and  methods  therein  stated,  and  in 
addition  whenever  a  man's  name  did  not  appear  upon  the  books  either  as  a  defaulter 
or  legal  voter,  the  burden  was  put  upon  him  to  show  his  eligibility,  and  7.")  Pop- 
tdists  who  were  supporters  of  mine,  who  had  paid  their  taxes  and  held  tax  receipts 
from  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  county,  and  who  produced  theses  receipts 
and  showed  that  they  had  paid  their  taxes,  were  stricken  from  the  list.  The  State 
and  county  had  received  these  taxes  and  it  had  been  the  custom  of  the  Democratic 
officials  of  the  county  for  many  years  to  accept  the  receipts  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners as  a  proper  voucher  for  the  payment  of  taxes. 

VS.  I  charge  that  l,r)O0  Populist  votf?rs.  who  were  supporters  of  mine  and  who 
would  have  voted  for  me,  were  wrongfully  and  ill'.';^ally  and  in  violation  of  th'_'ir 
rights  as  citizens  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia  and'of  the  United  Stat:\s  deprived  of  their 
rij^ht  of  suffrage  and  I  deprived  of  their  votes  throni^h  the  pTversions  of  the  art  of 
1894.  Your  supporters  and  partisans  had  a  sele(^t  c<)t<»rip.  known  as  tlio  law  com- 
mittt^e,  with  ]u*ad([uarters  at  AugusLa.  This  law  c«)uiniitlee  [urmslieil  a  geiu^ral 
plan  and  scheme  to  Ix^  apjdied  all  through  the  district,  under  the  o])eration  of 
which,  by  all  ])C)ssible  means,  my  supporti^rs  were  to  l)o  (lepriv(\l  of  tiie  right  to 
vote  for  me.  It  was  woll  known  to  your  sapportors  that  a  larg»^  num;;er  of  those 
who  would  vote  for  me  were  negroes;  tliat  tliey  were  unediicatod  and  inca]ial)le 
of  standing  up  for  tlieir  rights.  It  was  well  known  that  t  ix  books  and  records  of 
this  character  w^re  loosely  kt'pt  and  th  it  evidence  by  tax  receipts  is  t)f  a  fugitive 
character  and  oft  ni  lost,  and  the  design  of  the  law  committet?  was  to  establish 
such  m  thods  of  procedure  as  would  render  voting  by  negroes,  except  in  excep- 
tional cases,  an  almost  imx)ossible  thing,  and  these  views  and  ideas  were  carried 
out  by  the  registrars  of  the  different  (counties  in  the, ways  and  manners  above  set 
out,  and  by  this  means  I  was  deprived  of  1.500  votes  wliich  I  would  liave  received 
at  this  eltHition.  I  charge  that  all  of  the  experience  as  to  the  ca])acity  for  fraud 
and  wrongdoing  derived  from  the  election  of  isy2  were  a])plied  to  my  defeat  in 
this  election:  that  the  methods  of  that  electitm  Wr»re  improved  upon,  polished,  and 
revised  a-s  far  as  possible,  and  I  shall  offer  in  evidence  the  i)rinted  record  showing 
the  method  and  manner  of  that  election.  I  shall  also  offer  in  evidence  testimon3' 
showing  the  number  of  vot^s  polled  for  yoti  in  the  county  of  Richmond  at  the 
regular*  election  held  in  November,  1894,  and  the  evidence  showing  the  number  of 
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persons  then  residing  in  the  county ,  all  of  this  evidence  for  tha  purpose  of  reflect- 
ing light  upon  and  showing  the  otgect,  motive,  and  purpose  of  your  supporters  in 
dealing  with  the  registration  of  the  district  and  to  demonstrate  that  the  object 
was  to  deprive  these  colored  voters  of  a  right  to  vote,  in  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States.  For  the  same  purpose  I  shall  tender  in 
evidence  the  lists  of  voters  at  the  elections  of  1892  and  1894  m  the  county  of  Rich- 
mond, when  you  and  I  were  candidates  for  Congress  on  two  prior  occasions. 

IV.  Because  of  the  wrongful,  illegal,  and  fraudulent  conduct  of  your  supporters 
and  partisans  on  the  day  of  the  election  in  the  county  of  Bichmond  and  in  the  city 
of  Augusta,  as  follows: 

1 .  There  are  five  wards  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  numbered  consecutively,  and  in 
eac*h  ward  is  a  polling  place.  There  were  at  the  First,  Second,  Third,  and  Fifth 
wards  two  ballot  boxes,  and  at  the  Fourth  Ward  three,  and  at  each  place  only 
one  set  of  managers.  It  was  necessary  for  each  and  every  manager  to  be  indi- 
vidually cognizant  of  every  vote  polled  and  to  have  {lersonal  knowledge  of  the 
voter  depositing  it.  In  two  of  tne  wards,  the  Fourth  and  Fifth,  there  were 
long  partitions  running  out  from  the  front  of  each  of  the  boxes  for  a  distance  of 
10  feet.  This  arrangement  prevented,  and  was  intended  to  prevent,  challenging, 
and  around  these  places  nobo^  was  allowed  except  Democratic  challengers  and 
workers.  At  one  place,  the  Fourth  Ward  voting  place,  a  Populist  challenger 
named  Young,  who  endeavored  to  challenge  voters  voting  illegally  for  you,  was 
hustled  out  by  the  police,  the  Democratic  challengers  not  being  interfered  with. 
Mv  supporters  had  no  representation  in  the  management  except  at  the  Fifth 
Ward,  the  managers  at  all  the  other  places  being  Democrats  and  partisans  of 
yours.  The  boxes  wherein  the  ballots  were  to  be  placed  were  placed  far  back  in 
the  building,  so  that  what  took  place  at  each  of  them  was  invisible  to  the  general 
public  and  only  subject  to  the  scrutiny  of  those  who  were  interested  in  your  suc- 
cess. They  were  the  same  men  who  acted  in  the  confessedly  fraudulent  election 
of  1894,  at  which  election  in  Richmond  County  15,980  votes  were  polled.  They 
were  appointed  by  the  same  judge  and  the  methods  adopted  were  the  same,  and  I 
contend  that  all  which  took  place  in  the  city  of  Augusta  on  that  day  is  to  be  inter- 
preted in  the  light  of  that  election.  Your  supporters  having,  in  the  way  above 
stated  in  describing  the  registration  methods  of  this  county,  filled  up  the  list  with 
all  sorts  of  names,  were  enabled  to  divide  squads  of  voters  under  the  direction  of 
Democratic  workers  and  vote  them  at  every  precinct  in  the  city,  and  in  this  way 
and  manner  1 ,500  illegal  votes  were  cjast  for  you  which  should  be  deducted  from 
the  amount  to  be  counted  in  your  favor.  Another  method  of  fraud  used  in  this 
election  was  to  refuse  the  vote  of  Populist  negroes  who  would  have  voted  for  me 
on  the  ground  that  they  had  already  voted,  and  when  the  vote  was  offered  the 
manager  would  turn  to  the  list  and,  having  a  name  convenient  under  which  a 
vt»te  had  been  already  cast,  would  decline  to  allow  him  to  cast  his  vote,  alleging 
that  he  iiad  already  voted.  There  were  by  this  means  200  legally  qualified  voters, 
who  were  Populists  and  who  would  have  voted  for  me,  prevented  trom  voting  for 
me.  I  charge  that  all  of  the  above  means  were  wrongful  and  fraudulent  and  that 
they  were  all  parts  of  a  general  scheme  of  fraud,  and  that  your  partisans  and 
thn  managers  of  the  election  were  pjirticipants  therein,  and  that  the  object  was  to 
decrease  my  vote  and  increase  yours;  and  to  render  the  doing  of  these  things 
more  feasible  the  ballot  boxes  were  situated  as  stated,  and  I  charge  that  all  of  the 
voti-s  cast  and  counted  for  you  in  e^ichof  these  wards  were  ille.i^al,  because  more 
than  one  ballot  box  was  used,  tl5e  same  amounting  to  7.") 4^  at  the  First  Ward,  1,034 
at  the  Second  Ward,  1,023  at  the  Third  Ward,  l,t)4o  at  the  Fourth,  and  259  at  the 
Fifth  Ward,  and  that  each  and  all  of  these  votes  should  be  deducted  from  the 
votesi  given  to  yon  for  this  reason  and  on  account  of  the  fraud.s  above  described. 

V.  Because  there  were  cast  in  the  county  of  Richmond  for  me  2,000  votes.  The 
said  2,00(j  votes  were  not  counted  f(jr  me,  but  they  were  substituted  by  ballots  said 
to  have  Ijeen  cast  for  you,  and  said  2.000  substitute  ballots  were  coimted  for  you 
when  they  should  have  been  really  counted  for  me,  and  that  number  should  be 
deducted  from  the  total  amount  said  to  have  been  voted  for  you. 

VI.  Because  there  were  2,000  voters  upon  the  registration  list  which  had  been 
objected  to,  as  specified  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  notice,  and  no  attention  paid 
to  the  objection.  These  2,000  voters  were  illegally  registered  and  not  entitled  to 
vote,  and  yet  they  were  voted  by  your  i)artisans  and  counted  in  the  vote  received 
by  you.  Some  of  these  were  fictitious  persons.  Five  hundred  of  them  w^ere  non- 
residents. Five  hundred  of  them  had  not  paid  their  taxes.  Five  hundred  of  them 
had  not  resided  in  the  State  and  county  twelve  and  six  mouths,  respectively.  Five 
hundred  of  them  were  under  the  age  of  21  years.  All  of  which  classes  were  voted 
f'lr  yon  to  the  number  specified  and  counted  for  you  in  the  final  result. 

VII.  Because  of  intimidation  at  the  polls  practiced  by  your  partisans.    The 
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entire  administration  of  affairs,  both  connty  and  city,  was  in  the  hands  of  your 
partisans  and  it  was  enlisted  at  the  polls  on  the  day  of  the  election  in  your  favor. 
They  were  not  there  for  having  a  fair  election  conducted,  but  bv  threats  and 
intimidation  1,000  persons  were  prevented  from  expressing  their  real  purpose,  and 
I  was  d(>prived  of  tne  votes  of  this  number. 

VIII.  Because  of  the  purchase  of  voters  by  your  partisans  and  supporters.  It  was 
accomplished  in  this  way:  Two  thousand  persons  were  registered  by  your  parti- 
sans, and  paid  to  register  in  order  to  vote  for  you,  and  on  the  day  of  election  they 
were  divided  into  squads  and  carried  by  Democratic  workers  to  the  x>olls  and  voted 
for  you,  and  then  paid  for  their  votes  by  said  workers,  and  then  carried  to  other 
X>olling  places  in  the  city  and  voted  again  and  paid  likewise.  And  this  was  repeated 
until  said  purchased  voters  had  voted  at  each  of  the  five  wards  in  the  city  of 
Augusta,  and  some  of  them  had  voted  more  than  once  at  the  same  ward.  These 
2,000  supposed  votes,  I  contend,  should  be  deducted  from  the  number  of  votes  said 
to  have  been  received  by  vou. 

IX.  Because  the  entire  ballot  cast  for  you  at  each  and  every  one  of  the  five  wards 
of  the  city  of  Augusta  should  be  rejected  from  the  computation  in  your  favor. 
We  had  been  candidates  for  Congress  in  1892,  and  again  in  1894,  at  a  regular  elec- 
tion, the  one  I  am  now  contesting  being  the  third.  There  was  a  heated  prohibition 
election  on  the  18th  of  July,  1892,  when  much  feeling  was  aroused  and  4,238  voters 
were  reg^tered  and  3,500  votes  cast.  In  the  county  election  of  1893  only  3,743 
voters  were  registered,  and  yet  at  the  C!ongre8sional  election  in  the  fall  of  1892. 
when  you  and  I  were  candidates  for  Congress,  there  were  polled  in  Richmond 
County  12,500  votes,  and  at  the  last  regular  election  for  member  of  Congress,  when 
you  and  I  were  candidates,  there  were  polled  in  Richmond  County  15,890  votes. 
Your  partisans  and  supporters  had  the  entire  control  of  the  governmental  mu- 
chinery  of  Richmond  County.  They  were  fully  aware  that  it  was  necessary  to 
offset  my  vote  in  the  balance  of  the  district  by  your  vote  in  Richmond  County.  All 
of  the  methods  which  had  been  used  in  the  prior  election  when  we  were  candidates 
were  improved  ux>on,  and  the  entire  election  in  Richmond  County  was  tainted  with 
fraud  and  wrongdoing,  and  it  is  in  no  sense  a  fair  and  truthlul  representation  of 
the  popular  will  reached  in  any  proper  manner;  and  in  the  light  of  past  experience, 
it  appears  that  the  intention  and  purpose  of  your  partisans  and  supporters  was  by 
all  means,  no  matter  how,  to  offset  by  an  illegal  vote  in  Richmond  County  all  of  the 
legal  votes  I  could  receive  in  the  balance  of  the  district,  and  thus  accomplish  your 
election  and  my  defeat.  I  contend  that  the  entire  vote  of  Richmond  County  should 
be  rejected  from  the  computation  in  your  favor,  and  if  said  vote  be  rejected  the 
result  would  be  changed  and  I  would  be  the  duly  and  legally  elected  Representa- 
tive in  Congress  from  the  Tenth  district  of  Georgia. 

X.  Because,  upon  deducting  from  your  vote  the  vote  above  set  out,  which  you 
have  illegally  received  and  which  having  been  illegally  counted  for  you,  and  upon 
adding  to  my  vote  the  vote  illegally  taken  from  me,  both  by  way  of  preventing 
registration  and  by  way  of  counting  my  votes  for  you,  I  should  be  the  duly  and 
legally  elected  Representative,  the  votes  in  the  different  counties  being  as  follows: 


Name  of  county. 


Cki'iimbiB . 
Glasscock. 
Hancock . 
Jefferson  . 
Lincoln . . 
McDuffie. 
Richmond 


Black. 

1 
Watson.  1 

223 

1 
839  1 

128 

443 

SSSli 

247 

8ttl 

04rt 

183 

832   ' 

251 

926 

5.504 

023 

• 

Name  of  county. 


Tallaf en* . . 

Warren 

Washington 
Wilkinson . . 

Total  . 


y- 

Black. 

Watson. 

307 

262 

1.124 

fS24 

581 

809 

1,3» 

756 

10,193 

8,637 

The  vote  in  the  &ve  wards  of  the  city  of  Augusta  was  as  follows: 


Number  of  ward. 


First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth  — 
Fifth 

Total 


Watson. 


42 

56 

85 

215 

305 


665 


Black. 


754 
1,034 
1,028 
1,646 

280 


4,716 
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I  contend  that  the  votes  of  the  five  wards  of  the  city  of  Angosta  should  be 
entirely  exclnded  froxD.  computation  either  in  yonr  favor  or  in  mine,  said  election 
bein^  so  tainted  with  fraud,  intimidation,  and  bribery,  and  the  use  of  more  than 
one  b^ot  box,  as  to  render  them  improper  to  be  counted  in  any  wav  in  ascertain- 
ing the  result,  and  when  not  counted  the  result  of  the  election  T^ould  be  changed, 
and  I  would  be  the  duly  and  legally  elected  Representative  from  the  Tenth  Con- 
grestdonal  district  of  Georgia. 

XI.  Because  in  the  county  of  Hancock,  in  which  county  you  have  an  apparent 
majority  of  579  votes,  and  which  county  and  Richmond  are  the  only  two  counties 
out  of  the  eleven  composing  the  Ck>ngres8ional  district  which  your  supporters 
claim  for  you,  there  were  cast  for  me  300  votes  which  were  counted  for  you  in 
ascertaining  the  final  result,  and  y'our  vote  in  the  district  at  large  increased  by 
that  n amber  and  my  vote  in  the  district  at  large  decreased  correspondingly.  This 
substitution  and  counting  of  my  ballots  for  you  took  place  at  the  Sparta  precinct 
in  fudd  countv  of  Hancock. 

Therefore,  kindly  take  notice  that  for  each,  all,  and  every  of  the  above  grounds 
I  shall  contend: 

1.  Tbat  you  are  not  the  duly  and  legally  elected  Representative  from  the  Tenth 
Congressional  district,  and  that  you  are,  therefore,  not  entitled  to  a  seat  as  such 
Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

2.  I  ^all  further  contend  that  I  am  the  duly  and  legally  elected  Representative 
from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  G^eorgia,  and  that  as  such  I  am  entitled 
to  be  seated  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  said  Congress,  and  that  the  same 
be  awarded  me  as  such  duly  and  legally  elected  Representative. 

I  am,  yours,  respectfully, 

Thomas  E.  Watson,  Contestant, 
Glenn  &  Rountree, 
401-^-3-4  Temple  cmirt,  Atlanta,  Qa,, 
John  T.  West, 
B.  M.  Gross, 

TJionison.  Ga., 

Of  Counsel. 

Geoboia,  MeDuffie  County: 

Personally  comes  John  T.  West,  who,  on  oath,  says  that  on  November  4,  1805, 
he  served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  of  contest  of  Thomas  E.  Watson  on  James 
C.  C.  Black  in  x>er8on  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  Richmond  County.  Ga. 

John  T.  West. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  by  John  T.  West  this day  of  December, 

I3ft95. 
[SKAL.]  John  A.  Faucett, 

Ordinary  of  McDujJie  County,  Ga, 


ANSWER  TO  SOTICE  OF  COXTEST. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  J\>>fe?u/>er  J7y  IS96. 
Hon.  Thomas  E.  Watson,  Thatnson,  Ga, 

Sir:  Responding  to  ^'our  notice  of  November  4,  189o,  that  you  will  contest  my 
right  to  occui)y  a  seat  m  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  as  the 
Representative  of  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  the  State  of  Greorgia  in  the 
Fifty-fourth  Congress,  I  except  to  said  notice  and  protest  that  it  goes  behind  the 
findmgs  and  conclusions  of  the  board  of  registrars,  who  legally  and  properly  sicted 
under  a  valid  law,  and  who,  being  the  legally  constituted  tribunal  or  authority 
for  that  purpose,  their  findings  and  acts  were  tinal  and  conclusive;  and  it  does  not 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law;  that  the  same  is  uncertain,  indefinite, 
and  msufficient;  that  it  does  not  show  whether  the  50  voters  who  were  alleged  to 
have  been  stricken  in  Columbia  County  during  the  sittings  of  Henry  Merry  were 
Populists  or  Democrats  nor  whether  they  would  have  voted  for  you;  that  said 
notice  does  not  specify  the  name  of  any  of  the  persons  alleged  to  have  been  ille- 
gally stricken  from  the  registration  lists  in  any  of  the  counties  named  or  left  on 
said  list  in  the  county  of  Richmond;  that  it  does  not  show  that  any  of  said  per- 
sons alleged  to  have  been  stricken  in  any  of  the  coimties  named  offered  to  vote 
and  were  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage;  that  there  are  no  specifications  of 
fraud,  repeating,  bribery,  or  intimidation;  no  names  of  persons  said  to  have  been 
bribed,  intimidated,  or  guilty  of  fraud  are  given;  that  all  the  allegations  with 
reference  to  the  same  are  too  vague,  general,  and  uncertain;  that  other  elections 
than  the  one  of  October  2,  1895,  are  irrelevant,  and  I  object  to  the  taking  of  any 
evidence  relating  to  any  of  said  matters. 

Subject  to  said  protest  and  exceptions  to  said  notice,  I  answer: 

I.  I  am  the  duly  and  legally  elected  Representative  from  said  district  to  said 
Ccmgress. 

II.  You  are  not  the  duly  and  legally  elected  Representative  from  said  district 
to  said  Congress. 

III.  I  deny  all  and  each  and  everv  of  the  allegations  and  specifications  in  said 
notice  as  to  the  alleged  wrongful,  illegal,  oppressive,  and  fraudulent  conduct  of 
the  boards  of  registrars  of  each  of  the  counties  therein  named  in  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  act  approved  December  IT,  1H94,  known  as  the  general  registra- 
tion law,  and  found  on  i)age  115  and  following  of  the  Georgia  laws  of  1894. 

I  utterly  deny  (^very  allegation  impeaching  the  legality  of  the  election  or  the 
fairness  of  the  managers  and  n^gistrars;  and  on  the  contrary,  emphatically  aver 
that  the  election  was  orderly.  i)eaceable.  and  quiet:  the  revision  of  tlie  registry 
lists  by  the  registrars  was  charact<*rized  by  an  earnest  desire  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  law.  free  from  bias  or  partisanship:  that  while  a  bipartisan  board,  the 
registrars  were  a  unit  in  their  decisions,  unless  it  be  in  Columbia  and  Wilkinson 
counties.  Their  meetings  were  held  in  public.  Notice  was  given  of  the  objection 
and  ample  opportunity  afforded  the  voter  to  repel  the  charge  and  show  his  quali- 
fication. No  discrimination  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  jircvious  condition  of 
servitude,  nor  on  account  of  tb.e  ])olitics  of  the  voter,  was  made  by  the  registrars: 
hisciualifications  to  vote  were  determined  by  law  applicable  to  all  alike,  and  the 
same  rule  a])plied  to  white  and  colored,  without  regard  to  party:  the  decisions  ren- 
dered were  concurred  in  by  re])resentatives  of  your  party  ujion  tlie  respective 
boards,  unless  it  be  as  to  counties  above  named;  and  res]»oiident  solemnly  i)rotests 
against  the  reckless  charges  in  the  notice  of  contest,  by  which  sworn  officers  and 
good  citizens  are  unjustly  accused  of  partisanship,  fraud,  and  crime. 

1.  In  the  county  of  Columbia  the  l)oard  of  registrars  was  composed  of  S.  E.  Kelly 
and  John  Q.  S])ires,  Democrats,  imtil  the  sickness  of  said  Spires  made  his  retire- 
ment necessary,  when  D.  C.  Moore  was  duly  and  legally  appointed  and  installed 
in  his  place,  and  George  W.  Gray,  Poi)ulist.  Their  .sittings  were  at  Appling,  the 
county  seat.  I  deny  that  the  said  Spires  substituted  for  himself  on  the  said  board 
Henry  Merry,  who  acted  as  in  said  notice  alleged  and  during  which  time  50  voters 
who  were  qualified  to  vote  were  stricken  from  the  list. 

10 
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2.  I  deny  that  the  said  board  adopted  the  following  rule  of  procedure:  Should 
the  name  of  a  voter  appear  on  the  tax  book  of  a  county  for  1877  or  any  yeai*  subse- 
quent thereto,  but  did  not  appear  for  intervening  years,  they  put  upon  the  voter 
tn"^  burden  of  establishing  that  he  had  paid  all  taxes  during  the  years  his  name 
did  not  appear  on  the  books  for.  although  nis  name  did  not  appear  on  thi?  defaulters' 
list  and  sdthou^h  no  execution  wa«  outstanding  against  him,  and  in  removing  this 
burden  they  laid  down  the  rule  that  the  oath  of  a  voter,  if  he  was  a  colored  man, 
was  insufficient.  I  deny  that  they  r3quired  the  testimony  of  a  white  man  or  tax 
receipts  to  establish  the  right  of  "a  voter  to  register.  I  deny  that  such  rule  was 
laid  down  because  the  registrars  knew  that  nearly  all  of  such  persons  were  colored, 
and  that  under  the  operation  of  this  rule  250  Populist  voters  wno  were  colored  were 
illegally  stricken  off  and  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  I  deny  that  the  rule 
was  that  no  nemo's  oath  was  sufficient  to  establish  his  right  to  vote.  I  deny  that 
this  was  done  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  it  appeared  that  numb?rs  of  these  colored 
people  had  paid  their  taxes,  though  executions  had  been  issued,  and  numbars  of 
them  appeared  as  defaulters  on  the  tax  book  when  in  fact  they  were  not  so.  I 
deny  that  this  rule  was  applied  in  all  sorts  of  cases.  For  instance'  where  the  voter*s 
name  appeared  upon  the  book  as  a  tax  defaulter  for  two  or  more  years,  and  where 
his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  books  at  all  for  two  or  more  years,  and  he  could 
produce  a  receipt  showing  payment  of  tax  for  one  of  these  years,  they  did  not 
relax  the  rule  then  adopted  against  him,  and  still  refused  to  take  his  oath  for  the 
other  years  unless  supported  by  the  oath  of  a  white  man.  The  registrars  in  said 
county  of  Columbia  aid  not  strike  off  too  many,  but  too  few.  They  were  so  inter- 
fered with  and  obstructed  by  your  political  friemls  and  supporters,  who  gathered 
about  them  while  in  the  discharge  of  their  ilutie.s  in  large  numljei's.  and  by  illegal. 
disorderly,  and  menacing  conduct  and  words  delayed  them  in  their  work:  that 
239  names  of  x)ersons  who  illegally  voted  for  you  and  who  would  have  been  legally 
stricken  from  said  list  were  not  stricken. 

At  Luke  s  Store  precinct,  in  said  county,  all  the  managers  of  the  election  wer& 
your  i)olitical  supporters  and  partisans.  A  demand  that  my  party  should  be  rep- 
resented on  said  lioard  of  managers  was  refused.  Said  managers  utterly  ignored 
the  registration  list. 

8.  The  election  Wiis  held  on  Wednesday.  Octol^er  2, 1895,  but  I  deny  that  notices 
issued  on  Tuesday,  October  1.  loss  than  one  day's  notice  given,  and  upon  this  notice 
voters  were  strickcin  from  the  list  in  violation  of  said  act,  and  25  Populist  voters 
who  would  have  voted  for  vou  were  in  this  manner  stricken  from  the  registrati(m 
list. 

4.  The  said  registralif>n  act  did  not  reciuire  personal  service  upon  the  voters  and 
authorizes  service  iit  his  house,  but  I  deny  that  the  same  was  acted  uixm  in  all 
cases  without  any  evidence  whatever  of  actual  service,  and  unless  the  vot  r 
appeared  and  estaolished  his  right  a  judgment  by  default  was  entered  against  him 
and  his  name  strick<^n  Irom  the  registration  list,  and  that  tOO  Populist  voters  who 
would  have  voted  for  ycm  weie  in  this  way  and  manner  deprivi'd  of  the  right  to 
vote  and  you  deprived  of  tlu»ir  votes. 

5.  In  the  county  of  Hancock  the  registrars  were  B.  F.  Riley  and  Julian  West, 
Deinocrais.  and  Yance  Pernell,  Poi)ulist.  The  Populist  registrar  concurred  in 
the  rulings  and  conduct  of  said  Democratic  registrars  iiVid  \\':thout  hesitation 
signed  the  voters'  list  re(iuired  by  such  registration  act.  Their  sittings  were  h6»ld 
at  Sparta,  in  said  county.  I  deny  that  the  alleged  rules  of  procedure  stated  in 
said  notice  as  to  Columbia  County  were  adopted  ])y  said  registrars  in  Hancock 
County.  I  deny  that  tlu  y  recjuired  no  ]>ersoiial  service  and  no  proot  of  service, 
and  that  150  Populist  voters  who  would  have  voted  for  you  wrre  stricken  from 
the  registration  hst  under  such  procedure.  Service  Wiis  recjuired,  and  the  parties 
so  served  appeared.  I  deny  that  sfdd  registrars  in  said  county  laid  down,  as 
charged,  the  same  rule  fis  to  Populist  voters  who  were  colored  jKrsons.  and 
required  the  production  of  all  of  the  tax  receipts  since  the  year  1H77,  and  1  deny 
that  they  held  the  oath  of  a  negro  insufficient  to  establish  his  right  to  vote  unless 
8UpjK>rted  l^'  the  testimony  of  a  white  man  or  bv  a  tax  receipt.  I  deny  that  the 
allege<l  intention,  jiurpose.  and  effect  charged  witli  reference^  to  Columbia  County 
was  had  or  resulted  in  said  county  of  Hancock  and  under  the  operation  of  it  :iO() 
negroes  who  were  Populists  and  who  would  have  voted  for  j^ou  were  dt^prived  of 
the  right  to  vote  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 
I  deny  that  in  this  county  the  board  of  registrars  went  beyond  the  tax  liability  of 
voters  as  disclosed  from  the  books  of  the  county  and  interrogated  voters  and  heard 
evidence  to  show  that  said  vr)ters  had  more  property  than  tiiat  embraced  in  their 
tax  returns,  and  that  when  satisfied  of  this  fact  they  struck  the  names  of  such 

Eersons.from  the  list.     I  deny  that  in  this  wa}'  lot)  Populist  voters  w^ho  would 
ave  voted  for  you  were  striclcen  from  the  registration  list.    The  sittings  of  the 


12  WATSOX   VS.    BLACK 

board  of  registrars  for  this  county  were  conducted  in  public.  I  deny  that  they 
allowed  no  one  to  have  anything  to  say  as  to  the  qualification  of  the  persons  cited 
or  to  assist  him  in  showing  his  qualification  or  to  aid  him  in  removing  the  sup- 
posed disqualification,  allowing  tnex)erson  cited  alone  to  be  heard,  and  I  deny  that, 
having  heard  him,  they  would  then  go  into  secret  session  to  pass  judgment  upon 
the  qualification  of  the  voter  in  private.  I  deny  that  the  object  and  purpose  of 
any  procedure  upon  the  part  of  said  registrars  was  to  deprive  ignorant  though 
qualified  voters  of  the  right  to  vote,  and  in  this  way  and  manner  150  colored 
Populist  voters  who  would  have  voted  for  you  were  deprived  of  the  right  to  vote 
in  said  county.  After  finishing  the  deliberations  of  said  board,  they  did  not 
announce  that  421  names  were  stricken.  I  deny  that  the  persons  stricken  were 
duly  and  legally  qualified  voters;  that  they  were  Pop.ulists,  and  would  have  voted 
for  you,  and  that  they  were  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage  In  the  manner  stated 
and  you  deprived  of  their  votes.  Democrats,  both  white  and  colored ,  were  stricken, 
as  well  as  Populists,  and  in  determining  the  qualification  of  voters  the  same 
rules  were  applied  alike  to  both  political  parties  and  without  regard  to  race,  color, 
or  previous  condition. 

6.  The  registrars  in  the  county  of  Jefferson  were  M.  H.  Hopkins  and  W.  J. 
Douglass,  Democrats,  and  T.  E.  Swann,  Populist,  who  concurred  in  all  of  the  rul- 
ings, conduct,  and  methods  of  procedure  adopted  and  signed  the  voters'  list.  Their 
sittings  were  held  at  Louisville,  in  said  county.  The  alleged  rule  of  procedure 
and  methods  as  to  Columbia  Ck)unty  set  out  and  described  in  said  notice  were  not 
adopted  in  this  county,  nor  the  rules  of  evidence  as  charged,  and  I  deny  that  100 
Populist  voters  were  illegally  stricken  from  the  list  who  would  have  voted  for  you, 
and  were  thus  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage  and  you  deprived  of  their  votes. 

7.  In  Lincoln  Cfounty  the  board  of  registrars  was  composed  of  Dr.  John  Sims  and 
Newt.  Zellars,  Democrats,  and  N.  W.  Stephenson,  Populist,  who  concurred  in  the 
rulings,  methods  of  procedure,  and  rules  of  evidence  adopted  and  signed  the  voters' 
list.  Their  sittings  were  held  at  Lincolnton.  Referring  to  the  alleged  rules  of 
procedure  and  methods  described  and  set  out  in  said  notice  as  to  Columbia  County, 
the  same  were  not  adopted,  carried  out,  and  executed  in  this  county,  and  I  deny 
that  in  addition  thereto  it  was  shown  to  the  registrars  that  quite  a  number  of 
names  did  not  appear  on  the  tax  books  or  who  did  appear  as  defaulters  held 
receipts  from  the  tax  collector,  which  was  easily  shown  oy  the  stub  book  of  the 
tax  collector.  I  deny  that  the  stub  book  for  one  of  the  years  was  not  before  them, 
but  was  in  the  possession  of  a  former  tax  collector  of  the  county  who  lived  a  few 
miles  out  in  the  county,  and  a  demand  was  made  upon  the  registrars  to  have  this 
book  brought  before  them  by  this  former  tax  collector,  but  they  declined  to  issue 
any  formal  subpoena  for  the  said  ex-collector  and  the  book,  but  only  sent  him 
word  to  bring  it,  which  he  declined  to  do,  demanding  to  be  subpoenaed,  he  being  a 
Democrat,  and  they  refused  to  issue  a  formal  subpoena,  and  thus  25  that  appeared 
on  the  books  as  defaulters,  and  were  so  stricken  by  the  registrars,  were  lost  to  you 
because  the  stub  book  would  have  shown  that  they  had  paid  their  taxes  and  were 
qualified  voters.  Said  former  tax  collector  did  furnish  the  stub  book  to  said  reg- 
istrars, and  it  was  in  their  possession  and  used  when  needed.  I  deny  that  60  voters 
who  were  Populists,  and  who  would  have  voted  for  you,  were  stricken  from  the 
registration  list  and  illegally  deprived  of  the  ri^ht  of  suffrage  and  you  deprived 
of  their  votes.  The  work  of  the  registrars  in  this  county  was  pronounced  by  lead- 
ing members  of  your  party  and  supporters  of  yours  as  having  been  done  impar- 
tially and  justiy  to  all  parties  and  without  anv  partisan  spirit. 

In  said  county  of  Lincoln  there  were  illegally  registered  by  the  tax  collector  and 
his  subordinates,  who  were  yotir  political  mends  and  supporters,  a  larg^  number 
of  voters  who  voted  and  were  counted  for  vou,  in  this,  that  without  inquiry  ae  to 
and  regardless  of  whether  they  were  qualified  to  vote,  especially  as  to  the  payment 
of  taxes  and  without  being  sworn  or  any  reference  to  the  oatn  required  by  said 
registration  act,  approved  December  17, 1894,  their  names  were  placed  on  said  reg- 
istration list. 

In  said  cotmty  the  r^istrars  did  not  strike  from  the  voters'  list  too  many,  but 
too  few.  Yotir  political  supporters  and  friends  in  large  numbers  and  l?y  disorderly 
and  illegal  interference  with  said  registrars  and  threats  of  violence  to  clerical 
assistants,  who  were  furnished  by  my  political  supporters,  prevented  said  regis- 
trars from  the  full  cUscharge  of  their  duty  and  denied  them  such  clerical  assistance, 
which  they  desired  and  which  was  necessary,  especially  as  two  of  said  registrars 
had  been  for  part  of  the  time  too  sick  to  serve.  As  a  result  of  said  interference 
and  the  mutilated  condition  of  the  tax  books  of  said  cotmty  for  certain  years  not 
more  than  half  the  names  on  said  registration  list  could  be  reached  at  all  for  inves- 
tigation. Of  the  one-half  reached  and  investigated,  it  was  found  by  an  examina- 
tion of  the  tax  records  that  247  were  tax  delinquents  and  illegally  registered, 
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and  tb€6e  were  not  stricken  because  there  w^  not  time  to  eive  them  the  notice 
required  by  law.  Of  those  not  reached  and  investigated  at  all  there  were  253  ille- 
gmy  registered  tax  defaulters,  and  there  should  be  deducted  482  of  the  votes  cast 
and  counted  for  you  in  said  county  for  the  reasons  aforesaid. 

In  Richmond  County  the  registrars  were  P.  J.  Sullivan  and  Dr.  Neil  Mclnnes, 
Demcxrrats,  and  not  C.  Z.  Hargra^es.  but  William  H.  Hargraves,  who  wjis  not  an 
ludi'iiendent.  but  a  Populist,  and  a  supporter  of  yours.  Their  sittings  were  held 
in  the  city  of  Augusta.  The  said  Hargraves  claimed  to  be  a  member  of  your  party, 
and  was  well  known  to  have  acted  with  it.  He  was  a  contributor  to  the  stock  of 
the  company  publishing  the  Daily  Tribune,  daily  paper,  and  the  organ  of  your 
party  in  Richmond  County.  In  previous  elections  he  had,  upon  request  of  leading 
meniliers  of  your  party,  and  supporters'of  yours,  among  them  the  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee  of  your  party  in  said  county,  been  appointed  upon  the  board 
of  managers  of  elections  in  said  county,  and  had  so  served.  His  name  was  fur- 
nish^ by  a  representative  of  your  party  and  a  supporter  of  yours  as  a  manager 
at  the  election  of  October  2,  1895.  aiid  he  was  appointed  as  the  representative  of 
Tonr  party,  and  served  at  said  election.  He  was  duly  and  legally  ax)pointed  a 
registrar  by  the  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  said  county  in  January.  1895.  as  a 
member  and  representative  of  your  party,  and  no  opposition  to  or  dissent  from 
such  appointment  was  ever  made  by  you  or  any  of  your  party.  That  he  was  a 
member  of  your  party  and  a  supporter  of  yours  was  never  questioned  until  after 
the  said  election  of  October  2, 1895,  when  he  was  denounced  in  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  executive  committee  of  your  party  in  said  county,  published  in  hand-bill 
fonn.and  distributed  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  in  said  county,  as  a  *'  Yankee  Repub- 
lican." I  deny  that  the  names  of  2,000  illegal  voters  whose  names  appeared  on  the 
r»-.nstration  list  were  furnished  to  said  registrars  by  a  committee  of  citizens  of 
An^casta.  comxK>se<l  largely  of  Democrats,  said  list  accompanied  with  the  request 
that  ^d  repristrars  investigate  and  have  these  names  stricken  from  the  list.  I 
deny  that  said  names  had  been  placed  on  the  list  by  Democratic  workers,  and  that 
^aid  regintrars  made  no  effort  to  investigate  their  legality.  I  deny  that  on  this 
hst  t)ie  names  of  more  than  1,200  negro  boys  were  registered  as  just  having  come 
of  age  in  said  county.  I  deny  that  500  of  said  names  were  fictitious,  and  he^  been 
placed  there  for  the'purpose  of  using  the  said  names  on  the  day  of  election  by  vot- 
ing' the  same  person  under  all  of  them  as  a  legal  voter.  I  deny  that  500  of  said 
LMnes  were  boys  under  21  years  of  age.  I  deny  that  200  of  said  names  were  tax 
defaulters  over  21  years  of  age  who  were  registered  as  21  years  of  age  in  order  to 
aroid  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  whose  names  appeared  upon  the  registration  list 
:n  1><92  and  in  1894  as  being  at  that  time  21  years  of  age.  I  deny  that  the  said  reg- 
i.<trars  made  no  effort  to  investigate  the  genuineness  of  either  the  names  or  ages 
of  these  parties,  and  that  they  made  no  effort  to  ascertain  whether  these  voters 
wern  le^l  or  illegal.  I  deny  that  the  object  and  purpose  was  to  have  a  sufficient 
nnmber  of  names  of  alleged  voters  to  cover  all  of  the  possibilities  of  future  fraud- 
Tilent  use.  I  insist  that  the  number  of  votes  cast  in  the  regular  election  in 
November,  1894,  is  totally  irrelevant  to  the  pending  contest.  I  deny  any  such 
Nrbeme  and  purpose  in  Richmond  County,  as  alleged,  to  make  the  registration  list 
^  such  character  and  capacity  as  to  accommodate  all  the  exigencies  of  the  situ- 
ation, and  to  enable  my  supporters  to  poll  such  a  vote  for  me  as  would  overcome 
any  possible  vote  you  could  legally  rec*;ive  in  the  other  counties  of  said  district. 
I  oeny  that  said  alleged  2,000  illegal  votes  were  voted  for  me  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, and  were  counted  for  me  in  estimating  the  result  in  Richmond  County,  and 
that  they  were  wrongful  and  illegal  voters,  and  should  be  deducted  from  the 
number  of  votes  said  to  have  been  received  by  me  in  said  county.  I  deny  the 
ehar^e  that  the  said  board  of  registrars  devoted  itself  assiduousl]^^  to  hunting  dis- 
qualifications of  your  supporters,  and  enforcing  the  registration  law  strict! v 
^^unst  them.  During  the  sittings  of  the  board  of  registrars  there  was  filed  with 
them  from  time  to  time  lists  containing  the  names  of  persons  who  it  was  said  had 
been  investigated,  against  some  of  whom  there  was  no  charge,  but  some  of  whom 
Were  charged  to  have  been  illegally  registered.  The  persons  making  up  these 
lists,  and  who  claimed  that  some  of  those  whose  names  appeared  thereon  had  been 
illegally  registered,  did  not  allege  that  the  groimds  upon  which  they  based  said 
charges  were  npon  their  personal  knowledge,  but  it  appeared  from  notes  and 
memoranda  on  said  lists  that  the  information  upon  which  said  charges  were  made 
W  been  gathered  from  hearsay,  was  loose,  irre|nilar,  illegal,  and  insufficient. 
These  tists  were  made  by  members  of  the  Populist  party,  and  all  of  them  your 
Political  supporters.  These  lists  were  furnished  to  said  registrars  not  by  a  com- 
Duttee  of  the  citizens  of  Augusta,  composed  largely  of  Democrats,  but  citizens  of 
^  oounW,  some  of  whom  were  Democrats,  and  some  of  whom  were  not,  as  con- 
*Aiiung  information  furnished  to  them  by  the  parties  aforesaid,  who  had  made  up 
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«aid  lists  with  the  request  that  said  registrars  investigate  the  same,  which  the  said 
registrars  did  industriously,  faithfully,  and  impartially.  The  said  registrars  had 
suDpcBnaed  the  persons  who  had  made  the  said  lists  of  alleged  illegal  voters,  some 
of  whom  failed  to  respond  and  testify,  and  said  registrars  could  not  compel  their 
attendance,  and  of  those  who  did  respond,  when  placed  upon  the  witness  stand 
and  sworn,  they  stated  they  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  truth  of  the 
grounds  of  said  illegality,  that  they  made  the  charges  simply  upon  information 
and  belief,  and  they  withdrew  or  abandoned  said  charges.  The  rulings  and  pro- 
cedure of  said  board  of  registrars  were  unanimous,  and  the  three  registrars  signed 
the  voters'  list. 

9.  In  Taliaferro  County  the  board  of  registrars  were  Charles  H.  Golucke  and 
W.  O.  Wright,  Democrats,  and  B.  W.  Ogletree,  Populist.  I  deny  that  the  rules 
of  procedure,  methods,  and  all  othe  *  matters  set  out  as  r  gards  Columbia  County 
were  adopted  and  done  in  this  county,  and  that  in  the  ways  and  manners  therein 
described  75  Populist  voters  were  illegally  stricken  from  the  registration  list,  and 
that  they  would  have  voted  for  you  and  were  thus  deprived  of  the  right  of  suf- 
frage and  deprived  you  of  their  votes,  ihe  rules  of  procedure  and  methods 
adopted  in  said  county  were  concurred  in  by  said  Populist  registrar,  who  also 
signed  the  voters'  list. 

10.  In  Warren  County  the  board  of  registrars  was  composed  of  J.  Lawrence 
Johnson  and  Jack  Hubert,  Democrats,  and  C.  W.  Qeesling,  Populist,  who  con- 
curred  in  the  ruling,  methods  of  procedure,  and  conduct  of  saia  registrars,  and 
signed  the  voters'  list.  Their  sittings  were  held  at  Warren  ton.  I  deny  that  the 
same  rules  of  procedure  or  the  methods  set  out  and  described  as  to  Columbia 
County  were  pursued  by  the  board  of  registrars  in  this  county.  I  deny  that  in 
addition  thereto,  where  a  party's  name  did  not  appear  on  the  lxx>ks.  although  it 
did  not  appear  that  he  was  a  defaulter,  and  it  did  not  appear  that  there  was  any 
tax  execution  against  him,  and  he  was  set  down  as  a  defaulter  and  his  name 
stricken  from  the  list  unless  he  could  prove  that  he  had  paid  his  taxes;  and  I  deny 
that  his  own  oath,  when  a  negro,  was  not  sufficient  to  establish  this  fact,  but  the 
production  of  tax  receipts  or  the  testimony  of  a  white  man  was  required;  and  I 
further  deny  that,  although  it  appeared  from  the  tax  books  and  tax  receipts  that 
the  party's  taxes  were  paid,  the  registrars  would  go  behind  the  tax  returns  and 
revise  them,  and  if  they  could  discover  that  the  party  had  property  not  given  in 
or  claimed  property  not  given  in  for  any  of  the  years  since  1877  their  names  were 
stricken  from  the  list  of  voters,  though  this  would  not  have  been  illegal.  I  deny 
that  there  was  any  such  rule  as  alleged  in  said  county  or  that  any  rule  was  applied 
against  Populists  who  were  your  supporters,  or  any  questions  or  inquiries  or  con- 
clusions different  from  those  applied  to  a  Democrat,  either  in  this  or  Hancock 
County,  or  that  there  was  any  partiality  or  discrimination  against  the  Populists 
and  in  favor  of  the  Democrats  in  this  or  in  Hancock  County.  I  deny  that  they 
would  not  investigate  the  legality  of  Democrats  who  were  registered,  and,  as  to 
the  case  given  as  an  illustration,  the  facts  are  that  the  charge  was  made  that  a 
Democratic  voter  was  illegally  registered  because  he  was  a  defaulter  for  1885. 
This  was  late  in  the  evening  of  the  last  day  that  the  registrars  had  to  work,  and 
the  Populist  registrar,  C.  W.  Gfeesling,  told  the  person  making  the  charge  that 
the  registrars  could  not  take  up  the  case  as  there  was  not  sumcient  time  left  to 
give  the  party  charged  legal  notice.  Besides,  one  of  the  registrars,  Jack  Hubert, 
had  formerly  been  the  tax  collector  for  said  county,  and  from  his  knowledge  as 
such  testified  that  such  alleged  back  taxes  had  been  paid,  and  said  name  was 
therefore  not  stricken  from  the  registration  list,  in  which  ruling  all  of  said  rean^s- 
trars  concurred.  I  deny  that  in  the  ways  and  manners  alleged  some  100  Populist 
voters  who  were  your  supporters  were  stricken  from  the  registration  list  and 
deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage  and  you  deprived  of  their  votes. 

11.  In  Washington  County  the  board  of  registrars  were  George  Gilmore  and 
H.  J.  Hodges,  Democrats,  and  W.  T.  Askew,  Populist,  who  concurred  in  all  the 
rulings  and  conduct  of  said  registrars,  signed  the  voters'  list,  and  himself  wrote 
out  the  oath  signed  by  said  registrars.  The  rules  adopted  by  the  registrars  for  the 
ascertainment  of  defaulters  were  suggested  by  said  Populist  registrar.  Their  sit- 
tings were  held  in  Sandersville.  I  deny  that  in  said  county  no  proof  of  service 
was  required  beforp  the  party's  rights  were  acted  upon,  and  that  60  Populists,  who 
appeared  upon  the  books  as  defaulters  and  who  would  have  made  a  prop^  show- 
ing, were  stricken  from  the  list  without  having  received  any  notice  to  appear 
before  the  registrars.  Due  and  legal  service  was  made  upon  persons  whose  names 
were  stricken.  I  deny  that  there  were  60  Populist  voters  who  would  have  voted 
for  you  had  they  been  given  any  chance  to  establish  their  right  and  without  notice 
and  without  service  they  were  deprived  of  their  right  of  suffrage  and  you  deprived 
of  their  votes.    I  deny  that  the  registrars  made  the  mistake  of  acting  without 
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notice,  as  charged,  and  that  the  law  upon  which  they  acted  was  furnished  from 
mj  headquarters  in  Augusta  by  what  was  called  the  law  committee  of  my  cam- 
paign. 

I  fleny  that  said  law  committee  advised  or  suggested  to  said  re^trars  or  any 
othen  to  act  without  notice.  On  the  contrary,  I  aver  that  in  said  county,  and 
every  other  county,  said  committee  advised  said  registrars  that  no  name  could  be 
stricken  except  those  who  received  notices  as  required  by  law,  and  sent  to  said 
r^^trars  in  all  the  counties  printed  forms  of  notices  allowed  by  said  registration 
act  to  be  used  for  said  purpose.  The  following  is  a  literal  extract  from  one  of  the 
letters  of  advice  sent  out  by  slid  committee: 

**The  law  makes  it  indispensable  that  each  voter  whose  name  is  on  the  voters* 
books  be  served  with  a  notice  before  his  name  can  be  withheld  from  the  regis- 
tered voters'  list. 

''  But  in  any  event  strike  out  only  such  as  have  been  notified,  and  let  all  the 
remainder  of  the  names  on  the  voters*  book  appear  on  the  registered  voters*  list." 

12.  In  Wilkinson  County  the  registrars  were and ^ 

Dt-mocrats,  and ,  Populist.    Their  sittings  were  held  at  the  cbimty 

site.  I  deny  that  the  board  adopted  the  rules  of  procedure  and  methods  stated  as 
to  Colnmbia  County,  and  that  whenever  a  man  s  name  did  not  appear  upon  the 
books,  either  as  a  defaulter  or  \eg;&l  voter,  the  burden  was  put  upon  him  to  show 
hi8  eligibility,  and  that  75  Populists,  who  were  supporters  of  yours  and  had  paid 
their  taxes  and  held  tax  receipts  from  the  board  ot  commissioners  of  the  county, 
and  who  produced  these  receii)ts  and  showed  that  they  had  paid  their  taxes,  were 
stricken  from  the  list.  I  deny  that  the  State  and  county  had  received  these  taxes, 
and  that  it  had  been  the  custom  of  the  Democratic  officials  of  the  coimty  for  many 
years  to  accept  the  receipts  of  the  board  of  'commissioners  as  a  proper  voucher  for 
thf*  payment  of  taxes,  and  I  deny  that  if  such  had  been  the  custom  that  it  was 
legal  and  proper. 

13.  I  deny  that  1.500  Populist  voters  who  were  supporters  of  yours  and  who 
woald  have  voted  for  you  were  wrongfully  and  illegally  and  in  violation  of  their 
nghts  as  citizens  of  the  ^State  of  Georgia  and  of  the  United  States  deprived  of 
their  right  of  suffrage  and  you  deprivedot  their  votes  through  the  perversions  of 
the  act  of  1894.  Said  election  of  October  2,  1895,  if  not  the  first  election  held 
under  said  law,  was  the  first  of  any  general  importance.  There  had  been  no  expe- 
rience under  it.  and  it  was  hitherto  a  new  and  untried  piece  of  legal  machinery. 
With  a  view  of  having  it  understood  and  enforced  and  in  all  respects  complied 
with,  there  was  a  committee  known  as  the  law  committee,  with  headquarters  at 
Aufi^ta,  and  composed  of  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Gumming,  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Lamar,  and 
C.  Henry  Cohen,  gentlemen  of  learning  and  experience  in  the  legal  profession,  who 
were  my  supporters.  I  deny  that  this  law  committee  furnished  a  general  plan  and 
scheme  to  be  applied  all  through  the  district  under  the  operation  of  whicn,  by  all 
poHsible  means,  your  supporters  would  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  vote  for  you.  or 
that  there  was  any  design,  executed  or  unexecuted,  on  the  part  of  said  law  com- 
mittee to  establish  such  methods  of  procedure  as  would  renaer  voting  by  negroes, 
except  in  exceptional  cases,  almost  an  impossible  thing,  and  I  deny  that  such  views 
and  ideas  were  carried  out  by  the  registrars  of  the  different  counties  in  the  ways 
and  manners  set  out  in  said  notice  of  contest,  and  you  by  such  means  deprived  of 
l.VX)  votes  that  you  would  have  received  at  said  election.  As  an  illustration  of 
their  purpose  to  have  said  registration  law  properly  administered,  it  came  to  their 
knowledge  that  the  registrars,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln 
had  oGDceived  it  to  be  their  duty,  where  they  could  not,  for  lack  of  time,  pass 
upon  a  number  of  persons  registered,  to  strike  them  from  said  list.  Said  committee 
dispatched  a  special  messenger,  a  gentleman  himself,  a  lawyer,  and  a  member  of 
the  general  assembly  of  this  State,  to  said  county  of  Lincoln,  where  he  went  at 
great  trouble  and  inconvenience,  with  the  opinion  from  said  committee  that  such 
conduct  on  the  part  of  said  registrars  would  be  illegal  and  improper,  and  with 
instructions  to  strike  no  one  from  said  list  who  had  not  been  legally  notified,  and 
if  they  did  not  have  the  time  to  give  such  notice  and  duly  and  legally  to  pass  upon 
the  cases  of  all  persons  whom  they  thought  illegally  registered  to  allow  their 
names  to  stay  on  the  list,  with  the  knowledge  that  such  a  course  would  inure  largely 
to  yonr  benefit  in  said  election.  Said  special  messenger  was  accompanied  by  two 
persons  who  were  experts  in  such  clerical  work,  and  they  went  to  said  county  of 
Lincoln  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  said  registrars  in  the  legal  and  proper  dis- 
charge of  their  duty.  Whereupon  a  large  number  of  your  political  friends  and 
supporters,  being  summoned  thereto,  assembled  in  Lincolnton  with  firearms  and 
sticks,  and  by  words  and  conduct  sought  to  intimidate  said  registrars,  and  objected 
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to  the  presence  of  said  special  messenger  and  the  said  clerical  assistants,  who 
were  notified  that  they  had  better  not  remain,  and  if  they  did,  and  persisted  in 
assisting  said  registrars,  that  there  would  be  trouble,  and  said  i>arties,  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  the  trouble  threatened  by  said  supporters  and  friends  of  yours, 
and  which  seemed  to  be  inevitable,  desisted  from  their  said  purpose,  whicn  was 
altr:C^ther  legal  and  proper,  and  the  said  registrars  were  thus  deprived  of  their 
assistance,  by  which  it  would  have  appeared  that  208  voters  among  your  political 
supporters  upon  said  voters'  book  who  voted  for  you  were  illegally  and  improperly 
placed  there,  and  further  prevented  the  obtaining  of  information  whicn  would 
have  justified  the  said  registrars  in  striking  them  from  said  registration  list.  The 
elections  of  1893  and  1894,  and  the  votes  connected  therewith,  are  entirely  irrele- 
vant to  the  pending  contest.  I  am  not  claiming  my  seat  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Con- 
gress under  either  of  said  elections.  I  deny  that  it  was  well  known  that  tax  books 
were  loosely  kept. 

IV.  I  deny  all  and  each  and  every  of  the  alleged  wrongful,  illegal,  and  fraudu- 
lent acts  of  my  supporters  on  the  day  of  the  election  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
and  the  city  of  Augusta  in  this  paragraph  contained  and  the  specifications  that 
follow. 

1.  There  are  five  wards  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  numbered  consecutively,  and  in 
each  ward  a  polling  place.    There  were  at  the  First,  Second,  Third,  and  Fifth  wards 
two  ballot  boxes,  and  at  the  Fourth  Ward  three,  and  at  each  place  only  one  set  of 
managers.    It  has  long  been  the  custom  in  all  elections  in  said  city  to  always  have 
two,  and  sometimes  three  ballot  boxes,  and  I  deny  that  the  use  of  the  same  at  any 
election  is  illegal.    The  law  only  allows  one  set  of  managers  for  each  voting  place. 
The  use  of  more  than  one  box  was  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  opportunity  for 
the  voters  to  cast  their  ballots,  and  two  boxes  were  deemed  sufficient  by  the 
proper  authority  at  all  the  wards  except  the  Fourth,  where  the  registration  was 
very  large  and  where  it  was  dsemed  proper  to  have  three  boxes  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid.    I  deny  that  there  was  anything  illegal  or  improper  in  the  use  of  said 
boxes  or  their  arrangement  at  any  of  said  wards.    The  partitions  in  the  Fourth 
and  Fifth  wards  were  placed  there  simply  to  assist  in  the  due  and  orderly  approach 
of  the  voters  to  the  boxes.    I  deny  that  this  arrangement  prevented  or  was 
intended  to  prevent  challenging,  or  was  intended  for  of  accomplished  any  illegal 
or  improper  purpose,  and  I  deny  that  around  these  places  nobody  was  allowed 
except  Efemocratic  challengers  and  workers.    I  deny  that  at  the  Fourth  Ward 
voting  place  a  Populist  chfiulenger  named  Young,  endeavoring  to  challenge  voters 
voting  illegally  for  me,  was  hustled  out  by  the  police,  the  Democratic  challengers 
not  being  interfered  with.    I  deny  that  your  supporters  had  no  representation  in 
the  management  except  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  the  managers  in  all  other  places 
being  Democrats  and  partisans  of  mine.     Your  supporters  had  a  representative  at 
the  Second  Ward,  and  might  have  had,  if  they  had  served,  at  all  the  wards  in 
said  city.     Your  supporters  furnished  to  the  judge  of  the  city  court  of  Augusta, 
who  is  ex  officio  commissioner  of  roads  and  revenues,  and  whose  duty  it  is  under 
the  law  to  appoint  the  election  managers  in  said  county,  a  list  persons  to  be 
appointed  as  election  managers  at  said  election  representinjp;  your  party.    The  said 
judge  appointed  for  each  precinct  in  the  county  outside  or  the  city,  and  for  each 
ward  in  said  city,  a  manager  to  represent  your  supporters  by  selecting  for  four 
out  of  the  five  wards  in  said  city  the  persons  so  named  by  your  said  supporters 
and  friends,  some  of  whom  refused  or  failed  to  serve,  but  this  was  no  fault  of  the 
said  judge  or  any  of  my  supporters,  and  this  failure  alone  was  the  cause  why  your 
supporters  had  no  representative  in  the  management  of  said  election  at  some  of 
the  five  wards  of  said  city.     I  deny  that  the  boxes  wherein  the  ballots  were  to  be 
placed  were  so  far  back  in  the  building  that  what  took  place  at  each  of  them  was 
invisible  to  the  general  public  and  only  subject  to  the  scrutiny  of  those  interested 
in  my  success.    I  deny  that  they  were  the  same  men  who  acted  in  the  election  of 
1894.    The  appointment  of  managers  was  made  by  the  same  judge,  because  he 
alone  under  the  law  could  appoint  them,  and  he  has  held  his  office  since  Septem- 
ber 24,  1881;  but  I  deny  that  the  methods  adopted  were  the  same,  and  I  deny  that 
all  that  took  place  in  the  city  of  Augusta  on  that  day  is  to  be  interpreted  by  that 
election.    I  deny  that  my  supporters,  having  in  the  way  stated  in  describing  the 
registration  methods  of  this  county,  filled  up  the  list  with  all  sorts  of  names,  were 
enabled  to  divide  squads  of  voters  under  the  direction  of  Democratic  workers,  and 
vote  them  in  every  precinct  in  the  city,  and  in  this  way  and  manner  1,500  illegal 
votes  were  cast  for  me  and  should  be  deducted  from  the  t jnount  counted  in  my 
favor.    I  deny  that  another  method  of  fraud  used  in  this  election  was  to  refuse 
the  vote  of  Populist  negroes  who  would  have  voted  for  you  on  the  ground  that 
they  had  alre^Miy  voted,  and  when  the  vote  was  offered  the  managers  would  turn 
to  the  list,  and  having  a  name  convenient  under  which  a  vote  had  been  already  cast 
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would  decline  to  allow  him  to  cast  bis  vote,  alle^ng  that  he  had  already  voted,  and 
that  there  were  by  this  means  200  legally  qualified  voters  who  were  Populists  and 
who  would  have  voted  for  you,  prevented  from  doing  so.  I  deny ,  further,  that  there 
was  any  general  or  special  scheme  of  frdud,  and  that  my  partisans  and  the  mana- 
Kvrs  of  the  election  were  participants  therein,  an.l  that  the  object  was  to  decrease 
your  vote  and  increase  mine,  and  that  to  render  the  dMng  of  these  thmgs  more 
feasible  the  ballot  boxes  were  situated  as  stated.  And  I  deny  that  all  of  the  votes 
cast  and  countel  for  me  in  eacjli  of  the33  wards  w  us  illeg<il  because  more  than  one 
ballot  b  )x  was  used,  and  that  the  same,  amounting,  as  state^l,  at  each  of  said 
wards,  should  be  deducted  from  the  votes  given  to  me  for  this  reason  and  on 
account  of  the  frauds  charged. 

V.  I  deny  that  there  were  cast  in  the  county  of  Richmond  for  you  3,000  votes 
which  were  not  counted  for  yoa,  but  were  substitutjd  by  ballots  said  to  have  been 
ca^t  for  me,  and  that  said  2,000  substituted  ballots  were  counted  for  me  when  they 
really  should  have  been  counted  for  you,  and  deny  that  that  number  should  be 
deducted  from  the  total  amount  said  to  have  been  voted  for  me. 

VI.  I  deny  that  there  were  2^00)  voters  on  the  registration  list  which  had  been 
objected  to  as  specified,  and  no  attention  paid  to  the  objection.  I  deny  further 
that  there  were  2,000  voters  illegally  registered  and  not  entitled  to  vote,  and  voted 
by  my  partisans  and  counted  in  the  vote  said  to  have  been  received  by  me.  I  deny 
that  some  of  them  were  fictitious  persons;  that  500  of  them  were  nonresidents; 
that  500  of  them  had  not  paid  their  taxes;  that  500  of  them  had  not  resided  in  the 
State  and  county  twelve  and  six  months,  respectively;  that  500  of  them  were  under 
the  age  of  21  years,  all  of  which  classes  were  voted  for  me  in  the  number  specified 
and  were  counted  for  me  in  the  final  result. 

\^L  I  deny  there  was  any  intimidation  at  the  polls  practiced  by  my  partisans. 
The  large  majority  of  those  connected  with  the  administration  of  affairs  in  the 
county  and  city  were  my  political  supporters,  but  in  so  far  as  they  were  enlisted 
at  all  at  the  polls  on  the  day  of  election  in  my  favor  it  was  le^Uy  and  properly 
do  le,  I  deny  that  they  were  not  there  for  having  a  fair  election  conducted,  and 
by  threats  and  intimidation  1,000  persons  were  prevented  from  expressing  their 
real  purpose  and  you  were  deprived  of  the  votes  of  that  number. 

Your  partisans  and  supporters  practiced  intimidation  by  threatening  my  sup- 
porters among  the  colored  voters  in  said  county  and  city  by  BX)reading  among  them 
the  report  that  some  of  them  would  be  killed  early  on  the  morning  of  the  election. 
The  leaders  and  officials  in  your  party  advised  your  supporters  in  the  country  to 
boycott  the  merchants  and  business  men  of  said  city.  Besides,  one  of  your  lead- 
ing supporters,  who  spent  some  days  and  nights  immediately  preceding  the  elec- 
tion in  the  county  of  Washington  to  promote  your  election,  aavised  that  your  sup- 
porters in  said  county  assemble  early  on  the  morning  of  the  election  in  the  town 
of  Sandersville,  the  county  seat,  and  take  possession  of  said  town  and  the  polls, 
and  for  this  purpose  a  large  number  of  them  appeared  in  said  town. 

Vin.  I  deny  the  purchase  of  voters  by  my  partisans  and  supporters.  I  deny 
that  3,000  persons  were  registered  by  my  partisans  and  paid  to  register  in  order  to 
vote  for  me,  and  on  the  day  of  election  were  divided  into  squads  by  Democratic 
workers,  carried  to  the  polls  and  voted  for  me,  paid  for  their  votes  by  said  workers, 
then  carried  to  other  polling  places  in  the  city  and  voted  again  and  paid  likewise. 
And  I  deny  that  this  was  repeated  until  the  said  purchased  voters  had  voted  at 
each  of  the  five  wards  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  and  some  of  them  had  voted  more 
than  once  at  l^e  same  ward.  I  deny  that  2,000  alleged,  supposed  votes  should  be 
deducted  from  the  number  of  votes  said  to  have  been  received  by  me. 

IX.  I  deny  that  the  entire  ballot  cast  for  me  at  each  and  every  one  of  the  five 
wards  in  the  city  of  Augusta  should  be  rejected  from  the  computation  in  my 
favor  We  had  been  candidates  for  Congress  in  1892,  and  again  in  1894,  at  the 
regular  election,  and  the  one  you  are  now  contesting  is  the  third,  and  for  this 
reason  the  number  of  votes  cast  at  the  other  two,  as  well  as  at  the  prohibition 
election  and  the  county  election  of  1893,  at  which  there  was  practically  no  oppo- 
sition, are  entirely  irrelevant.  You  contested  my  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Fifty- 
third  Congress  under  the  election  of  1892,  and  the  Committee  on  Elections  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  without  dissent,  reported  in  my  favor,  and  the  House 
adopted  said  report.  The  number  of  votes  cast  in  Richmond  County  in  the  elec- 
tion of  1892  is  as  irrelevant  to  the  pending  contest  as  would  be  the  fact  that  pend- 
ing our  race  in  that  year,  and  pending  an  effort  on  the  part  of  my  political  sup- 
porters to  purge  the  local  registration  list  in  McDuffie  County,  and  after  notice 
ud  been  l^aUy  served  upon  the  proper  officers,  who  were  your  political  sup- 
porters, to  prodnce  the  tax  books  or  said  county  to  show  that  a  large  number  of 
▼'iters  had  illegally  registered  for  the  purpose  of  voting  for  you,  said  books  disap- 
peared and  have  so  remained  ever  since.    Under  the  election  of  1894 1  received 
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my  commission  to  sit  in  the  Honse  of  Representativds  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Con- 
gress for  the  regular  term  thereof,  but  declined  to  enter  upon  said  term  and 
resigned,  to  take  effect  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1895.  The  number  of  votes  cast 
in  Richmond  County  in  that  election  are  as  irrelevant  to  the  pending  contest  as 
would  be  the  fact  that  in  Columbia  County,  in  said  district,  at  that  election  there 
were  2,055  votes  polled  and  your  majority  was  larger  in  said  election  than  the 
total  number  of  votes  polled  at  the  election  of  October  2,  1895.  1  deny  that  the 
election  of  October  2,  18i)5,  in  Richmond  County,  was  tainted  with  fraud  and 
wrongdoing,  and  deny  that  it  is  in  no  sense  a  fair  and  truthful  representation  of 
the  popular  will  reached  in  any  proper  manner,  and  deny  that  it  appears  that 
the  intention  and  porpovj  of  my  supporters  was,  by  all  means,  no  matter  how. 
to  offset  by  an  illegal  vote  in  Richmond  County  all  the  legal  votes  you  could 
receive  in  the  balance  of  the  district,  and  thus  accomplish  my  election  and  your 
defeat.  I  deny  that  the  entire  vote  of  Richmond  County  should  bo  rejected  from 
the  computation  in  my  favor. 

X.  I  deny  that  I  received  and  there  was  counted  for  me  the  illegal  vote  set 
out,  and  that  the  vote  as  set  out  was  illegally  taken  from  you  by  way  of  prevent- 
ing registration  and  by  wav  of  counting  your  votes  for  me.  I  admit  that  the 
votes  as  set  out  as  to  the  different  couuties  and  the  wards  in  the  city  of  Augusta 
is  correct,  except  a^  to  the  First  Ward,  where  my  vote  was  758  instead  of  754.  I 
deny  that  the  votes  of  the  five  wards  of  the  citv  of  Augusta  should  h}  entirely 
excluded  from  the  computation  in  my  favor,  and  that  said  election  was  so  tainted 
with  fraud,  intimidation  and  bribery,  and  the  use  of  more  than  one  ballot  box  as 
to  render  them  imi)roper  to  be  counted  in  iny  favor. 

XI.  I  deny  that  in  the  county  of  Hancock  tliere  were  cast  for  you  300  votes 
which  were  counted  for  me  in  ascertaining  the  final  result,  and  that  my  vote  in 
the  district  at  large  increased  by  that  number,  and  that  your  vote  in  the  district 
at  large  decreased  correspondingly,  and  that"  this  substitution  and  counting  of 
your  ballots  for  me  took  place  at  Sparta  precinct,  in  said  county  of  Hancock. 

In  the  county  of  McDiiffie  the  registrars  were  prevented  from  purging  said 
voters'  list  because  in  1892,  i)ending  the  election  for  Congress  between  you  and 
me,  and  after  my  x)olitical  supporters  had  instituted  legal  proceedings  to  purge 
the  local  registration  list  ot  said  county  of  illegal  voters  registered  for  you,  the 
tax  books  and  other  records.which  were  fn  the  custody  of  your  political  supporters 
and  friends,  disappeared  and  have  not  since  been  recovered.  Thus  said  registrars 
were  prevented  from  obtaining  the  evidence  said  books  would  have  furnished  that 
would  have  required  striking  from  said  list  the  names  of  226  voters  who  illegally 
registered  and  voted  for  you,  and  whose  votes  were  counted  in  your  favor. 
Resi>ectfully, 

Jas.  C.  C.  Black,  Coiitcstee. 

J  AS.  B.  CUMMING, 

T.  R.  Lamar, 
C.  H.  Cohen, 
BoYKiN  Wright, 
Attorneys  for  Contestee, 


OBJECTION  TO  PRINTING  CERTAIN  TESTIMONY, 

Thomas  E.  Watson  v.  J.  C.  C.  Black.    Contest  for  seat  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress 

of  the  United  States. 

And  now  comes  contestee  on  the  opening  of  the  evidence  and  moves  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  exclude  and  not  to  print  the  following  i)ortions 
<A  the  testimony  offered  by  the  contestant,  to  wit: 

1.  All  evidence  relating  to  any  election  other  than  that  of  1895,  under  which 
contestee  claims  his  seat,  particularly  the  record  of  the  testimony  and  hearing  in 
the  contested  election  case  from  the  Tenth  Consrressional  district  of  Georgia  of 
Tfiomas  E.  Watson  v.  J.  C.  C.  Black  for  a  seat  in  the  Fifty-third  Congress. 

2.  The  testimony  of  all  witnesses  introduced  by  contestant  relating  to  any 
alle^J  frauds  or  irregularities,  or  illegal  acts,  in  the  said  elections  of  1892  and 
1M»4,  espari'illy  the  testimony  of  the  followincj  witnesses,  to  wit:  W.  J.  Hemming, 
0.  P.  Doolittle.  E.  J.  Dunn,  George  S.  Murphey,  W.  K.  Nelson,  Silas  C.  Reid,  W. 
J.  D»as.  H.  S.  Doyle,  T.  H.  Remsen,  and  contestant,  the  said  evidence  relating  to 
the  elections  of  1892  and  1894  being  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  present  contest. 

H.  The  copies  of  the  Dtiily  Tribune,  the  City  Directory  of  Augusta,  and  all  news- 
papers or  newspaper  clippings,  editorials,  or  extracts,  the  same  having  been  intro- 
dnced  over  the  objection  of  contestee  without  any  sui^gestion  of  relevancy;  without 
pnwf  as  to  who  Wiis  the  author  of  the  writings;  without  proof  that  the  said  direct- 
ory was  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  City  Directory,  or  that  it  was  accurate  or 
r  liable. 

4.  The  testimony  of  contestant,  the  same  being  argumentative,  illegal,  and 
irrelevant,  and  founded  on  hearsay  and  opinion,  and  not  in  rebuttal. 

5.  The  e<litorial  quotations  from  the  McDnffie  Journal:  from  the  Atlanta  Jour- 
nal; from  the  speech  of  Hon.  R.  H.  Lewis  at  the  convention  in  1892;  the  corre- 
Piondence  of  E.  W.  Barrett  in  the  Atlanta  Constitution;  the  Chronicle  of  October 
la.  lHy2;  Josh  Smith  s  retraction;  the  list  of  voters  of  Augusta.  November  20, 1892; 
Livingston's  speech  in  the  Chronicle,  October  14, 1892;  the  editorial  in  the  Chron- 
icle about  the  same,  which  witness  said  was  too  long  to  be  copied,  but  undertakes 
in  his  testimony  to  tell  what  it  was;  also  the  testimony  as  to  the  Buck  circular; 
ad  to  what  Boykin  Wright  said  to  the  Augusta  Evening  Herald;  none  of  said  things 
having  been  proven  as  correct  or  really  having  been  even  said  to  the  Herald,  and 
all  said  evidence  being  hearsay,  loose  newspaper  report,  and  utterly  bereft  of  every 
safeguard  thrown  around  legal  testimony;  also  to  all  evidence  as  to  municipal 
elections  after  Congressional  election,  the  same  being  irrelevant. 

6.  Also  all  testimony  of  persons  alleging  that  they  made  examination  as  to  the 
names,  age,  and  residence  of  persons  registered,  it  appearing  that  the  testimony  of 
such  witnesses  was  founded  upon  statements  made  to  them  by  persons  unknown 
and  onproduced,  and  by  the  admission  of  the  witnesses  themselves  being  based 
solely  upon  hearsay  evidence,  were  vague,  loose,  uncertain,  and  wholly  valueless 
ast^mony,  particularly  the  testimony  of  the  following  witnesses  on  said  subject, 
to  irit:  G.  \V.  Montgomery,  J.  L.  Cartledge,  O.  D.  Florence,  O.  W.  Heath,  W.  R. 
Littleson,  J.  W.  Powell,  Evans  Redfern,  J.  J.  Thacker,  W.  C.  Williams,  W.  C. 
Kulke.  and  George  S.  Murphey. 

Attention  is  especially  called  to  the  testimony  of  G.  W.  Montgomery,  pages  235 
to  34<),  inclusive,  of  contestant's  testimony,  as  illustrating  the  character  of  this 
claps  of  t*»stimony,  where  it  will  be  seen  that  the  said  G.  W.  Montgomery  admits 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  his  own  knowledge  who  the  persons  were  who  had  given 
lian  the  information,  whether  male  or  female,  white  or  colored,  or  where  they 
raided,  and  that  his  memoranda  or  notes  did  not  refresh  his  recollection  on  said 
points,  and  that  he  swore  not  from  a  refreshed  recollection,  but  solely  from  the 
tnemorandum,  which  memorandum  had  been  out  of  his  possession  and  in  many 
in<«tances  copied  and  not  original.  The  same  substantially  appears  as  to  this  class 
of  testimony  by  all  the  other  witnesses. 
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7.  All  testimony  seeking  to  attack  the  legality  and  qualification  of  the  voters 
whose  names  appear  upon  the  registered  voters'  list,  the  same  having  been  placed 
there  by  the  board  of  registrars  after  full  and  thorough  investigation,  their  action 
being  a  final  adjudication  of  questions  of  their  qualification  as  voters. 

8.  The  certificate  of  Charles  S.  Bohler,  introduced  by  contestant,  purporting  to 
contain  a  list  of  the  polls  paid  in  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia,  for  the  sev- 
eral years  therein  mentioned,  because  it  does  not  appear  that  the  said  Charles  S. 
Bohler  was  an  officer  having  custody  of  the  records  sought  to  be  given,  the  fact 
really  being  that  he  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  the  time  of  said  certificate,  the  tax 
collector  of  Richmond  County,  nor  was  he  the  custodian  of  said  papers  or  records, 
nor  does  the  said  certificate  disclose  in  what  official  capacity  the  same  was  made; 
also  the  certificate  of  A.  R.  Walton,  ordinary  of  Richmond  County,  on  the  ground 
that  it  does  not  purxK)rt.  to  be  a  copy  of  the  record,  but  a  statement  of  a  conclusion 
dbrawn  by  the  said  A.  R.  Walton  from  the  record,  and  for  the  further  reason  that 
the  said  A.  R.  Walton  was  not  the  lawful  custodian  of  the  records  from  which 
said  statement  purx)orted  to  come,  the  proper  officer  in  Richmond  County  for  the 
custody  of  the  same  bein^  the  Hon.  W.  F.  Eve,  judge  of  the  city  court  of  Rich- 
mond County  and  ex  officio  commissioner  of  roads  and  revenues,  having  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  matters  pertaining  to  election  and  election  papers,  lists,  documents,  etc. 

See  the  testimony  of  W.  F.  Eve  on  this  point,  pages  1,  2,  and  6. 

See  acts  of  Gh^orgia,  1880  and  1881 ,  page  574. 

See  acts  of  Georgia,  1882  and  188;3,  pages  538  and  529. 

9.  All  testimony  offered  as  in  rebuttal,  on  the  ground  that  the  notice  to  take  the 
same  was  not  given  to  contestee  or  contestee's  counsel  five  days  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  taking  of  the  same  as  required  by  law;  and  on  the  further 
^ound  that  all  of  said  alleged  rebuttal  testimony  was  original  testimony,  and  not 
m  reply  to  contestee's  evidence  in  chief,  and  brought  out  new  matter  which  con- 
testee did  not  have  the  opportunity  of  replying  to;  and  testimony  of  H.  W.  Ram- 
sey and  R.  H.  Pierce,  as  to  which  no  notice  was  given. 

10.  The  testimony  taken  in  the  city  of  Atlanta  at  the  office  of  Glenn  &  Roan- 
tree  (counsel  for  Thomas  E.  Watson)  on  February  28,  1896,  for  the  reason  that 
the  notice  to  take  said  testimony  specified  that  the  said  examination  should  com- 
mence at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventj^-nfth  meridian  time,  February  27,  1896,  and  not 
on  February  28,  1896,  and  that  in  pursuance  of  said  notice  counsel  for  contestee 
appeared  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned  in  said  notice,  and  no  examination  w^as 
had.  (See  the  objection  of  counsel  for  contestee  and  the  notice  to  take  testimony 
prefixed  to  the  evidence  taken  in  Atlanta. ) 

11.  Particularly  the  testimony  of  the  following  witnesses  in  rebuttal,  examined 
in  said  city  of  Atlanta,  to  wit;  A.  E.  Buck,  John  A.  Sibley,  and  French  Strange. 

Contestee  here  again  repeats  the  several  objections  to  the  testimony  as  they 
appear  in  the  record,  and  moves  to  exclude  and  not  print  said  testimony. 

J.  O.  C.  Black,  Contestee. 
April  7, 1896. 


testimony  for  contestant. 
Mcduffie  county. 

In  regard  to  the  contest  of  Thomas  £.  Watson  v,  James  C.  C.  Black  for  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Tenth  Concessional  district  of  Geoma  in  the  Fifty-fourth 
Congress.    Before  John  A.  Faucett,  ordinary  of  McDufae  County,  Ga. 

'Thomson,  Ga.,  January  S,  1896. 

Appearance  for  contestant,  John  T.  West;  appearance  for  contestee,  Boyldn 
Wnght,  Judge  F.  L.  Little,  Bat  Lewis. 

Y.  A.  PERNELL,  witness  for  contestant: 

My  name  is  Y.  A.  Pemell;  I  live  in  Hancock  County,  Ga.;  been  there  fifteen 
years;  I  was  appointed  as  one  of  the  registrars;  I  am  a  Populist:  the  other  regis- 
trars were  Julian  West  and  B.  Frank  Riley;  they  acted  as  Democrats;  I  served 
with  them  as  registrar;  we  took  those  books  (registration  books),  one  of  us  man- 
aged that;  I  managed  the  registration  book;  that  is,  checked  the  names  as  they 
'were  called  from  another  book;  Mr.  Riley  called  all  the  names  from  book  made 
out  by  the  tax  collector;  Mr.  West  had  default  list  to  look  through  as  we  called; 
a  list  he  supposed  was  made  out  by  tax  collector,  ordinary,  and  clerk:  Mr.  Riley 
would  call  names;  if  Mr.  West's  book  showed  him  a  defaulter  he  was  marked  on 
my  book  as  a  suspect  to  be  summoned;  we  went  through  so  many  districts  and 
summoned  so  many  suspects  from  each  district  for  each  day. 

Q.  Suppose  you  summoned  a  certain  number  of  suspects  to  appear  on  a  certain 
day,  what  was  your  mode  of  procedure  of  acting  upon  those  names? 

(Contestee's  counsel  makes  the  following  objection  to  the  above  question:  That 
it  is  illegal  and  unauthorized  in  law  on  this  ground,  to  wit,  that  said  registrars 
were  sitting  under  the  law  as  a  court  and  no  objection  was  entered  at  the  time  to 
the  actions  had  by  the  registrars. ) 

A.  We  required  those  parties  to  show  their  tax  receipts  for  the  years  in  which 
they  were  marked  as  defaulters. 

Q.  What  evidence  did  you  have  that  the  parties  whose  names  you  were  going  to 
act  upon  had  received  any  summons  or  notice  to  be  present? — A.  We  had  no  evi- 
dence before  us  at  all  that  they  had  or  had  not  received  the  summons,  except  that 
some  of  those  who  appeared  showed  their  summons.  Some  did  not  appear. 
Some  who  appeared  did  not  show  their  summons,  but  showed  by  their  appearance 
that  they  had  received  the  summons. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  proof  that  those  who  did  not  appear  had  received  any 
summons? — A.  No,  sir;  we  had  no  proof  of  all  those  who  did  not  appear  had  been 
served.  The  bailiff  who  served  the  summons  said  he  had  served  some  of  the 
parties  who  did  not  appear. 

Q.  Did  he  make  this  statement  as  to  all  who  did  not  appear? — A.  He  claimed 
that  he  served  all  the  summons  which  we  put  in  his  hands. 

Q.  Did  more  than  one  bailiff  serve  the  summons? — A.  We  had  only  one. 

Q.  Did  he  make  a  return  of  service? — A.  I  did  not  see  any  return  of  service  he 
made.  When  he  would  get  through  with  the  summons  of  one  district  or  more 
than  one,  as  the  case  might  be,  he  would  come  back  and  say  he  had  served  what  he 
had  and  ask  for  more. 

Q.  If  a  suspect  appeared,  how  did  you  proceed  with  the  disposition  of  his  case? — 
A.  We  callea  that  suspect  to  come  up.  and  called  out  the  years  he  was  shown  by 
the  books  as  a  defaulter.  We  required  him  to  show  his  tax  receipts  for  those 
vears.  If  he  could  show  his  tax  receipts  for  those  years  he  was  put  down  as  a 
l^al  voter.    If  he  could  not  his  name  was  stricken  from  the  list. 

Q.  Did  any  whose  names  appeared  as  defaulters  show  their  tax  receipts  for  those 
years? — A.  A  good  many  showed  their  receipts  for  those  years. 
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Q.  If  a  man  appeared  as  a  defaulter  for  two  or  more  years  and  showed  a  receipt 
for  one  or  more  of  those  years,  but  could  not  show  a  receipt  for  each  year  for  which 
he  appeared  as  a  defaulter,  what  did  you  do  with  him?— A.  We  struck  him  off 
unless  he  con  Id  show  his  receipt  for  each  year  he  appeared  as  a  defaulter  since 
1878. 

Q.  Would  you  allow  such  a  suspect  to  prove  the  loss  of  his  receipt  or  by  any 
eyidence  other  than  his  tax  receipt  that  he  was  not  a  defaulter  for  the  year 
charged  against  him? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  form  of  the  question,  and  savs  the  question 
should  be,  **  Did  you  refuse  to  allow  any  suspect  to  show  evidence  that  he  had  lost 
his  receipt?  ") 

A.  I  don't  recollect  any  party  who  wanted  to  prove  the  loss  of  his  receipt.  Some 
claimed  that  they  had  lost  their  receipts.  One  or  two  claimed  that  their  receipts 
had  got  burned  up  in  their  houses. 

Q.  You  state  that  you  dou*t  recollect  that  any  offered  to  prove  the  loss  of  their 
receipts,  but  that  some  claimed  to  have  lost  tiieir  receipts.  When  did  they  make 
this  statement,  and  for  what  purpose  was  this  statement  made  by  them? — ^A.  They 
were  required  to  show  their  receipts  for  the  years  the  books  showed  them  as 
defaulters.  They  were  in  the  court-house  at  the  time  set  for  their  qualification. 
Those  parties  were  called  up  there  to  show  their  tax  receipts  to  prove  themselves 
as  not  oeing  defaulters. 

Q.  Was  that  statement  as  to  the  loss  of  their  tax  receipts  made  by  them  as 
explaining  why  they  could  not  show  their  tax  receipts  for  those  years? — A.  Some 
of  them  claimed  that  they  had  paid  their  tax  but  had  lost  their  receipts  for  those 
years. 

Q.  What  disposition  would  you  make  of  snch?—A.  If  they  could  not  show  their 
receipts  they  were  stricken  off. 

Q.  Would  you  strike  them  off  even  though  they  showed  receipts  for  some  years 
for  which  they  appeared  as  defaulters  if  they  could  not  show  receipts  for  aU  the 
years  for  which  tney  appeared  as  defaulters? 

(Contestee*s  counsel  objects  to  the  above  question  on  the  following  grounds: 
Because  it  does  not  name  the  suspects  whose  rights  were  referred  to  in  the  ques- 
tion or  the  number  of  them,  and  the  answer  must  necessarily  be  immaterial  to  the 
determination  of  the  contest. ) 

A.  They  were  stricken  off  if  the  book  showed  they  were  defaulters  unless  they 
could  show  receipts  for  each  year. 

Q.  Was  anyone  else  allowed,  other  than  the  suspect  whose  name  you  were  acting 
upon,  to  make  any  explanation  or  statement  in  behalf  of  that  suspect? — A.  It 
seemed  to  me  that  we  allowed  Mr.  J.  W.  Waller  to  make  a  statement  in  regard 
to  a  negro  that  lived  on  his  place.  I  don't  exactly  recollect  what  that  statement 
was  for,  whether  for  nonpayment  of  taxes  or  age.  Mr.  Waller  was  the  only  one 
allowed  to  make  any  statement  in  behalf  of  a  suspect. 

Q.  Besides  Mr.  Waller  and  the  one  case  you  have  mentioned,  did  you  x>ennit 
any  testimony,  either  from  the  suspect  or  anyone  else  in  his  behalf,  other  than  the 
tax  receipt  to  relieve  himself  from  the  charge?— A.  We  did  not. 

(^.  What  was  the  class  of  the  people  you  had  cited  to  appear,  white  or  colored, 
mainly? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  above  question  because  the  race  and  color 
of  the  voter  is  an  illegitimate  matter  of  consideration  in  an  election,  a  negro  hav- 
ing the  same  right  to  vote  as  a  white  man  in  Georgia. 

Counsel  for  contestant  in  answer  to  the  above  objection  states  that  he  agrees 
with  counsel  for  contestee  that  the  color  of  the  voter  has  nothing  to  do  with  his 
right  to  vote,  and  asks  the  question  propounded  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the 
color  of  the  voter  had  any  influence  upon  the  action  of  the  registrars. ) 

A.  Mostly  colored.  So  far  as  the  color,  we  did  not  know  white  or  black;  we  took 
the  records  as  we  found  them. 

Q.  Of  what  color,  mainly,  were  the  persons  whose  names  were  stricken  from 
the  list?— A.  Colored.    There  were  some  of  both. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  acting  upon  the  name  of  Columbus  Andrews? 

((Counsel  for  contestee  objects  because  there  is  no  charge  in  notice  of  contest 
of  Columbus  Andrews  or  any  particular  person,  and  this  objection  shall  relate  to 
any  other  suspect  inquired  of  or  to  be  inquired  of  by  contestant's  counsel  during 
this  investigation.) 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  charge  against  Columbus  Andrews.  And  if  so,  state 
what  it  was.— A.  He  was  charged  with  failing  to  give  in  tax  on  a  mule.  The  tax 
books  showed  that  he  had  not  given  in  that  particular  mule,  I  think  he  was  square 
with  the  tax  books  so  far  as  appeared  on  the  books.    It  seems  to  me  that  Mr.  W.  M. 
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Wheeler  made  the  report.  I  was  ^nestioned  some  myself.  I  sold  him  the  mule. 
H  denied  owning  the  mule.  He  claimed  the  mole  was  his  father's,  and  I  think  I  was 
questioned  myself  as  to  who  owned  the  mule.  I  stated  that  I  had  sold  the  mule  to 
nls  father  for  the  suspect.  I  did  not  state  to  the  registrar  any  contract  with  the  sus- 
pect, for  he  did  not  have  any  trade  with  me.  I  only  traded  with  the  father,  as  he 
stated,  for  the  son.  I  don't  recollect  that  we  had  any  evidence  as  to  the  ownership 
of  Uie  mule.  It  seems  to  me  that  was  1894  he  was  charged  with  failure  to  give  in 
the  mule.  I  sold  the  father  the  mule  in  1891 ;  I  think  it  was  1891 ;  I  am  not  certain. 
We  struck  his  name  off  for  that  reason.  I  think  there  was  one  more  such  case,  clear 
with  the  tax  books,  except  that  he  was  charged  with  failure  to  give  in  all  the  property 
he  bad.  Don't  recollect  the  years  that  his  name  was  marked  as  failing  to  give  in  all 
his  property.  His  name  was  Mark  Andrews.  We  didn't  have  any  proof  the  day 
we  acted  on  his  name  that  he  had  failed  to  give  in  all  his  property  for  taxation. 
1  knew  myself  that  he  had  had  possession  of  some  cows  and  a  mule;  did  not  know 
if  he  owned  them.  The  dieest  showed  that  he  hadn't  ^ven  in  any  cows  and  mules. 
He  was  stricken.  He  lived  about  3  miles  from  me  when  he  had  possession  of  that 
stock.  He  moved  away  from  there  about  a  year  ago.  I  do  not  remember  Adolphus 
Lattimer.  I  do  not  remember  Alfred  T.  Steele.  I  do  have  a  faint  recollection  of 
the  name  of  Scott  Mopp.  That's  all.  The  registrars  passed  a  ruling  doing  away 
with  all  evidence  except  tax  receipts. 

Q.  Did  you  mean  by  that  ruling  that  under  no  circumstances  you  would  take 
other  evidence  than  the  tax  receipts? 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objects  on  the  grounds  that  such  ruling,  if  made  was  imma- 
terial, unless  it  appeared  that  it  was  promulgated  to  the  parties  suspected  as  illegal 
voters  and  made  known  to  them.) 

A.  Where  parties  claimed  that  their  tax  had  been  given  in  before  they  became  of 
a^,  if  they  had  witnesses  right  there,  we  would  allow  them  to  use  them,  but  allowed 
ni>  witnesses  on  any  other  point.  Wliere  parties  claimed  they  were  under  age  and 
not  liable  for  tax  they  woufd  not  be  permitted  to  so  out  and  get  their  witnesses,  but 
would  allow  them  to  use  them  right  there.  I  aon't  recollect  exactly  how  many 
names  were  stricken  from  the  list.    I  think  there  was  something  over  400. 

Cross-examined  by  Col.  R.  H.  Lewis: 

Q.  Where  parties  claimed  they  were  not  of  age  and  were  illegally  assessed  with 
taxes,  and  appeared  and  made  a  request  or  demand  for  the  hearing  of  testimony  of 
witnesses,  were  their  requests  ever  refused  by  the  registrar? — A.  Yes;  there  was  one. 
I  have  forgotten  whether  his  name  was  Jones  or  Johnson.  He  lived  in  lower  part 
of  county.  We  did  allow  that  man  to  go  down  to  the  tax  receiver  to  know,  I  think, 
how  come  his  tax  was  given  in,  or  he  claimed  that  his  tax  was  given  in.  His  tax 
was  given  in,  but  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  by  him  or  some  one  else.  I  don't 
think  the  tax  receiver  appeared  before  us  to  testify  that  he  had  given  in  his  tax. 
1  am  not  certain  whether  the  party  suspected  had  evidence  present  to  show  his 
age  or  freedom  from  taxation.  He  was  allowed  to  present  it  if  done  at  once. 
The  reason  was  they  did  not  have  time  to  send  for  witnesses.  Except  as  to  John- 
son, I  don't  recollect  whether  anyone  else  applied  to  us  to  send  out  and  get  wit- 
neaa  to  prove  as  to  his  age  or  liability.  I  think  there  were  some  who  claimed 
they  could  prove  their  taxes  had  been  paid  by  some  other  party.  I  could  not  say 
how  many.  I  don*t  recollect  the  names.  These  parties  did  not  make  application 
for  snbpiBna.  They  just  said  they  could  bring  up  men  to  prove  they  had  paid  their 
tax.  The  ruling  we  made  as  to  taking  no  eviaence  except  tax  receipts  was  in 
writing,  and  w^e  all  signed  it.  I  don't  recollect  whether  there  was  anything  else 
in  that  ruling  except  tax  receipts  being  the  only  evidence  which  would  be  received 
to  contradict  the  books. 

Q.  Was  not  your  rule  in  this  question  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  registrars? — 
A.  It  was. 

Q.  Was  not  this  the  effect  and  purpose  of  your  rule,  that  oral  evidence  was  only 
atimissible  to  impeach  the  sworn  records  of  the  county? — A.  It  was. 

Q.  Would  not  any  other  ruling  have  permitted  any  man  to  have  put  his  unsup- 
ported statement  against  the  sworn  record  of  the  county? — A.  I  suppose  it  would. 

Q.  To  how  many  persons  whose  names  were  stricken  was  this  rule  applied? 
How  niany  were  actually  stricken  under  this  rule? — A.  I  don't  have  any  idea; 
there  were  a  few,  I  know. 

Q.  Was  not  this  rule  applied  equally  to  black  and  white,  to  Democrat.  Repub- 
hcan,  and  Populist,  without  discrimination? — A.  it  applied  to  all  who  appeared 
^m  the  record  as  tax  defaulters. 

Q.  In  your  action  as  a  board  of  registrars  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  your 
labors  at  any  time  in  regard  to  any  matter,  did  you  make  any  discrimination  f^' 
w  against  any  person  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  political  opinion?    Did  v 
^  yon  not  treat  all  alike? — ^A.  We  made  no  discrimination,  and  treat«^^ 
ahke. 
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Q.  Was  the  action  of  your  board  fair  in  all  particnlarfl? — A.  There  comes  in  a 
little  point  there,  which  I  thought  was  not  right.  I  did  not  exactly  contend  that  I 
was  right  about  it,  and  that  was  not  recognizing  tax  receipts  signed  by  sheriifs  or 
bailiffs.  I  have  no  idea  how  many  tax  receipts  there  were  out  signed  by  the  sheriff 
and  bailiff.  There  were  a  good  many.  The  record  showed  such  defaulters,  and 
they  came  up  with  tax  receipts  signed  by  sheriffs  and  bailiffs,  but  not  signed  by 
the  tax  collector.  Of  course,  the  tax  records  and  record  of  tax  fi.  fas.  showed  they 
had  not  been  collected.  That's  how  it  come  they  were  summoned.  These  receipts 
were  held  by  both  Democrats  and  Populists,  I  think.  I  can  not  be  mistaken  about 
Mark  Andrews's  name  being  stricken.  I  am  not  certain  about  Hamilton,  but  think 
it  was.  The  reason  I  am  so  certain  about  Mark  Andrews  is,  he  came  to  me  individ- 
ually and  asked  for  a  reconsideration  of  his  case,  and  I  told  him  under  our  ruling 
I  couldn^t  do  it.  It  seems  that  most  of  the  colored  people  in  Sparta  since  1892  have 
been  voting  the  Democratic  ticket;  that  is,  those  who  vote  in  Sparta.  Accord- 
ing to  the  returns,  at  least  half  of  the  colored  population  vote  in  Sparta.  From  the 
One  hundred  and  second  to  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  districts,  which  include 
Sparta,  they  were  stricken  pretty  heavy.  I  think  there  were  a  great  many  stricken 
in  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  district — the  Dixon  district — a  large  colored 
district.  I  don't  think  we  made  any  voters'  list  for  the  One  himdred  and  first  and 
One  hundred  and  fourteenth  districts.  The  action  of  striking  Columbus  Andrews 
and  Mark  Andrews  was  the  unanimous  action  of  the  board.  I  don't  recollect 
whether  or  not  anyone  other  than  the  suspect  appeared  and  offered  to  swear  in 
behalf  of  a  suspect.  There  was  no  one  who  offered  to  come  u{)  and  produce  testi- 
mony as  to  the  payment  of  taxes  and  we  refused  to  let  him  swear. 

Q.'  During  the  session  of  the  board  of  registrars  was  there  but  one  occasion 
when  Mr.  West,  the  president  of  the  board,  was  called  ui)on  to  vote,  and  did  you 
and  Mr.  Riley  not  agree  upon  every  point  except  as  to  taking  sheriffs'  and  bailiffs' 
tax  receipts? — A.  Yes;  except  we  disagreed  about  Mr.  Elliot,  a  cripple  Confeder- 
ate soldier,  whom  I  was  in  favor  of  allowing  to  vote,  and  Mr.  Riley  objected.  We 
had  our  sittings  in  the  court-house.  It  was  public — free  for  everybody  to  come 
in  who  wanted  to. 

Q.  Except  the  persons  named  by  you  in  your  direct  testimony,  did  you  strike 
any  names  for  failure  to  return  all  prox)ert3'  they  owned  for  taxation? — A.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  was  one  more.    I  am  not  certain  for  what  he  was  stricken. 

Q.  Was  there  anv  distinction  made  by  the  registrars  or  any  rule  laid  down  dif- 
ferent as  to  the  oath  or  testimony  of  the  colored  voter  or  white  voter  as  witness? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  rule  holding  that  the  oath  of  a  negro  was  insufficient  or  the 
oatn  of  a  white  man  was  sufficient  to  establish  the  voter's  right  to  vote? — A.  I 
don't  recollect  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  secret  session  after  hearing  evidence  and  make  up  your 
judgment  in  secret,  or  was  it  all  done  publicly? — A.  All  our  judgments  were  made 
in  public.    We  did  not  go  into  secret  session  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  not  sign  the  voters'  list  unhesitatingly  as  made  up  and  because  you 
believed  it  to  be  the  result  of  a  fair  and  impartial  investigation  by  the  registrars? — 
A.  I  signed  that  voters'  book  because  I  believed  that  the  work  of  the  registrars 
was  correct. 

Redirect: 

I  did  object  to  not  taking  or  accepting  receipts  signed  by  sheriffs  and  bailiffs, 
but  I  was  not  certain,  as  I  have  already  explained. 

Y.  A.  Pernell. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  January,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucett, 
Ordinain/  of  McDuffle  County,  Ga. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  January  3,  at  8.30. 

Contest  of  Watson  v.  Black,  at  court-house  at  Thomson,  Ga.,  January  3,  1896, 

Appearance  for  contestant,  John  T.  West;  appearance  for  contestee,  Judge  F.  L. 
Little  and  Col.  R.  H.  Lewis. 

JOHN  W.  WALLER,  sworn  for  contestant: 

My  name  is  John  W.  Waller.  I  live  in  Hancock  County,  Ga.  I  have  lived  in 
Hancock  County  for  forty-five  years.  I  was  present  when  the  board  of  regjistrars 
of  Hancock  County  were" passing  upon  the  qualification  of  voters  for  that  county 
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for  the  special  Congressional  election  held  on  October  3,  except  the  last  day  on 
which  they  acted.  They  opened  the  first  day  at  10  a.  m.  They  had  a  list  sap- 
pased  to  be  a  list  of  those  who  had  registered.  They  called  the  first  man  on  the 
list  and  required  him  to  show  tax  receipts  for  the  years  they  claimed  him  to  be  a 
defaulter.  Where  they  conld  not  show  tax  receipts  they  were  marked  as  default- 
ers, without  the  privilege  of  proving  that  they  were  not  defaulters  other  than  by 
tax  receipts.  This  rule  was  not  adopted  at  the  very  beginning.  They  did  not 
adopt  the  rule  until  we  offered  evidence.  They  had  acted  upon  ten  or  twelve 
names  when  they  adopted  this  rule,  after  the  registrars  had  opened  court.  I  had 
a  buy  on  wages  and  a  boy  who  was  living  near  me.  The  boy  living  with  me  was 
named  Major  Williams,  "and  the  other  boy  Dicic  Mason.  I  arranged  with  the  reg- 
i>tran(,  before  the  adoption  of  this  rule,  to  show  the  tax  receipts  for  which  Major 
Williams  was  claimed  to  be  a  defaulter,  and  while  they  allowed  evidence  from  me 
other  than  tax  receipts — as  to  these  two  boys — after  the  adoption  of  the  rule,  it 
was  done  under  an  agreement  made  before  the  adoption  of  the  rule.  The  ruling 
of  the  registrars  was  put  in  writing  and  read  in  open  court.  The  name  of  Lee 
Askew  was  called  for  action.  Gtoo.  Brown  and  myself,  who  were  acting  in  behalf 
of  the  People's  Party,  asked  that  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Alf .  Brown,  tax  collector  at  that 
time.  John  Turner,  the  former  tax  collector,  Lafayette  Powell,  a  former  tax 
rp«»iver,  and  W.  C.  Collins,  the  present  tax  receiver,  be  subpoenaed  to  appear 
More  the  registrars  as  witnesses,  to  prove  by  their  tax  digest  and  cash  booKs  of 
the  tax  collector  whether  or  not  these  men  were  defaulters.  They,  the  registrars, 
asked  for  time  to  consider  the  (|uestion.  They  were  just  about  to  adjourn  for 
dinurr  and  agreed  to  consider  it  at  recess.  After  recess  they  read  the  ruling.  The 
ruling  was  read  in  open  court  by  T.  L.  Reese,  the  ordinary  of  Hancock  County, 
who  was  acting  as  clerk  for  the  registrars. 

Q.  What  was  that  ruling? 

(Objected  to  by  counsel  of  contestee  on  the  grounds  that  the  ruling  being  in 
writing  should  be  produced  or  its  loss  accounted  for  as  the  best  evidence  of  what 
it  was.) 

A.  They  ruled  that  no  evidence  would  be  admissible  except  the  tax  receipt  itself 
and  as  to  the  age  of  the  suspect. 

9.  What  do  you  mean  by  "age  of  the  susi)ect"? — A.  My  understanding  of  the 
mlmg  was  that  if  a  party  claimed  that  he  was  not  of  sufficient  age  to  be  liable  for 
tax  for  ths  years  for  which  he  was  charged  as  being  a  defaulter,  oral  evidence  on 
thitJ  point  was  permitted,  but  on  no  other  point  was  any  evidence  other  than  tax 
receipts  permitted.  They  did  not  adhere  to  this  rule  throughout  their  investip^ 
tion  as  understood  by  me.  Several — some  four  or  five— suspects  after  that  ruling 
was  made  offered  to  swear  that  they  were  not  old  enough  to  be  liable  for  tax  for 
the  year  for  which  they  were  charged  as  defaulter,  but  they  were  not  permitted 
to  80  swear.  I  don't  know  that  I  can  call  the  name  of  but  one  of  these,  who  was 
Lewis  Morris,  who  had  his  witness  there  at  the  time.  They  declined  to  hear  the 
evidence  of  the  suspect  or  of  his  witness,  T.  J.  Waller,  brother  of  witness,  and 
struck  his  name  from  the  list.  My  brother  is  a  Democrat.  Lewis  Morris  has  been 
voting  the  Democratic  ticket  up  until  the  last  two  years.  He  voted  the  Populist 
ticket  in  1894.  This  boy  had  a  certificate  from  Mr.  Brown,  the  tax  collector,  that 
he  was  a  legal  voter.  I  think  he  got  this  certificate  just  before  the  State  election 
in  1^.  I  know  of  two  other  cases  where  they  departed  from  the  rule,  as  under- 
stood by  me,  of  not  accepting  any  other  evidence  than  tax  receipts.  Those  two 
instances  were  Adolphus  Lattimer  and  Ah.  Mapp.  The  tax  books  failed  to  show 
that  Adolphus  Lattimer  gave  in  any  tax  in  1898,  but  showed  that  he  paid  poll  tax 
but  not  property  tax.  Mr.  Reese,  the  ordinary,  and  their  clerk  notified  the  regis- 
trars that  Adolphus  did  not  pay  his  property  tax  in  1893.  They  registered  Adolphus 
Lattimer,  and  put  him  down  as  a  legal  voter.  As  to  Ab.  Mapp,  the  tax  books 
showed  that  he  paid  his  property  tax  in  1894,  and  not  his  poll  tax  for  that  year. 
Mr.  Reese  £j.so  called  their  attention  to  him,  but  they  registered  him.  Adolphus 
was  a  Democrat,  and  I  saw  him  vote  for  Black  at  the  October  2.  1895,  election.  I 
do  not  know  how  Mapp  voted  in  1895;  I  understand  he  voted  for  Black.  I  always, 
prior  to  this  last  election,  thought  him  a  Populist,  but  he  was  a  doubtful  case. 
Other  than  the  instances  mentioned  by  me,  I  don't  recall  that  they  departed  from 
tfiH  ruling  not  to  accept  evidence  other  than  the  tax  receipts.  After  this  ruling 
va«  promulgated  I  got  up  and  offered  to  prove  by  other  evidence  than  tax  receipts 
that  the  suspect  was  a  legal  voter.  I  was  callei  to  order,  not  permitted  to  malce 
the  proof,  and  required  to  sit  down.  I  did  not  offer  to  make  oral  proof  as  to 
'^'hew  because  of  the  ruling  they  had  announced  and  for  the  further  that  the 
hovd  of  registrars  would  allow  no  one  to  have  anything  to  say  in  behalf  of  r, 
si^pect.  Neither  Mr.  Brown  nor  myself  were  attorneys  nor  candidates  at  t> 
election,  but  we  were  there  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Watson,  who  was  a 
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date,  and  of  the  Populist  party,  to  which  we  belonged.  After  they  had  made 
the  ruling  allowing  no  other  testimony  than  tax  receipts  I  got  up  and  offered  to 
Bay  something  in  behalf  of  the  suspect,  when  they  declined  to  hear  me,  and 
announced  in  no  instance  would  they  permit  any  other  than  the  suspect  to  have 
anything  to  say  when  his  case  was  being  acted  upon.  Soon  after  that  they  applied 
this  same  ruling  to  Col.  R.  H.  Lewis,  counsel  for  Major  Black.  I  think  there  were 
aeveral  hundred — 1 17  according  to  a  memorandum  I  have — who  appeared  on  the 
books  as  defaulters,  and  who  produced  receipts  and  were  registered.  About  four- 
fifths  of  those  who  were  summoned  and  who  were  charged  with  bein^  defaulters 
for  certain  years  could  show  receipts  for  some  of  the  years  for  which  they  were 
charged  as  defaulters.  All  such  were  stricken  as  defaulters.  I  remember  when 
the  case  of  Asa  Logae  was  acted  upon.  He  was  summoned  there  as  a  defaulter  for 
a  certain  year,  and  was  asked  for  a  tax  receipt  for  that  year.  Mr.  Logue  said 
he  had  lost  receipt,  but  had  paid  tax,  and  offered  to  swear.  He  told  them  if  they 
would  give  him  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  he  would  prove  he  had  paid  his  tax, 
and  also  called  their  attention  to  the  cash  book  of  the  tax  collector.  They  did  not 
look  at  said  cash  book,  and  refused  him  the  time.  Mr.  G.  B.  Brown  asked  Mr. 
Y.  A.  Pernell,  one  of  the  registrars,  to  hand  him  Mr.  Brown's  (the  collector's) 
cash  book.  He  found  that  Mr.  Logue*s  tax  was  paid  for  that  year,  as  appeared 
npon  that  cash  book,  and  was  not  a  defaulter.  I  saw  this  upon  the  book  myself. 
We  called  Mr.  Pemeirs  attention  to  it.  They  declined  to  do  anything,  and  marked 
him  as  a  defaulter.  This  was  the  only  year  that  the  registrars  asked  him  to  make 
proof  on.  I  remember  the  case  of  Alfred  T.  Steele.  I  was  in  the  tax  collector's 
office  when  Alfred  Steele  came  to  register.  The  tax  collector  told  me  that  Steele 
had  been  there  a  day  before  to  register,  and  he  required  him  to  bring  his  tax 
receipts  before  he  would  allow  him  to  register.  He  (Alfred)  told  Mr.  A.  E.  Brown 
on  that  day  that  he  had  all  of  his  tax  receipts  and  wanted  to  register.  He  showed 
Mr.  Brown  all  his  tax  receipts  from  1870  to  1895.  Mr.  Brown  registered  him.  The 
registrars  had  the  same  Alfred  T .  Steele  before  them.  I  was  present.  They  claimed 
he  was  a  defaulter  for  1894.  They  asked  him  for  his  tax  receipts.  He  turned 
them  all  over  to  the  registrars.  They  looked  through  the  receipts;  claimed  that 
he  did  not  have  1894.  1  knew  Alfred  knew  that  he  had  the  tax  receipt  for 
1894.  I  called  him  to  me  and  told  him  to  give  me  the  tax  receipt  for  1894  out  of 
the  bundle  he  had  turned  over  to  the  registrars.  He  pulled  out  the  I'eceipt  for 
1894,  the  year  they  claimed  him  as  a  defaulter,  and  gave  it  to  me.  I  am  sure  the 
receipt  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  registrars.  The  other  receipts  were,  as  near 
as  I  can  remember,  from  Washington  County.  He  had  just  moved  in  Hancock  in 
January,  1895.  No  taxes  for  the  year  1895  were  required  from  parties  who  voted 
in  1895.  No  claim  was  made  that  he  was  an  illegal  voter  other  than  that  he  had 
not  paid  his  tax  for  1894,  for  which  year  he  held  a  receipt. 

(Here  receipt  identified  by  the  witness  introduced  in  evidence,  the  receipt  read- 
ing  as  follows:  No.  1460.  Taxable  property  returned.  Office  of  tax  collector, 
Washington  County,  Ga.    Received  of  Alfred  T.  Steele  $1.45,  State,  county,  and 

poll  tax,  including  wild  lands,  for  the  year  1894.    This  the of ,  1894. 

|l.45.  (Signed)  John  R.  Rogers,  T.C.  Stamped  across  face,  api)arently  with 
a  rubber  stamp,  in  red  ink,  with  the  following  words,  to  wit:  **  Registered  for  elec- 
tionsinl895.") 

His  name  was  stricken.  I  remember  Jonas  Hill.  Jonas  Hill  was  called  as  a 
defaulter  for  the  years  1874, 1884. 1888.  They  required  him  to  show  his  tax  receipts. 
He  turned  over  all  his  tax  receipts  to  the  registrars,  and  the  year  for  which  they 
claimed  him  as  a  defaulter  they  marked  him  as  a  defaulter.  He  asked  the  registrars 
to  look  through  his  receipts  again,  for  he  knew  this  receipt  was  in  there.  He  waa 
ordered  to  get  out  by  Mr.  Wast,  chairman  of  the  registrars,  because  his  case  had 
been  acted  upon.  He  passed  and  stopped  within  a  few  feet  of  our  left;  gave  his 
receipts  to  Mr.  John  G.  Collins.  Mr.  Collins  took  out  the  receipt  for  the  year  for 
which  they  said  he  was  a  defaulter  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  George  R.  Brown.  Mr.  Brown 
told  the  registrars  for  the  year  they  claimed  Jonas  Hill  to  be  a  defaulter.  They  re- 
fused to  act  upon  it.  and  they  struck  his  name.  This,  after  they  had  ordered  his 
name  stricken,  but  immediately  after,  as  he  was  goins^  out.  But  the  registrars  had 
had  his  receipts  in  their  hands  before  they  acted  upon  his  case.  I  remember  the  case 
of  Adam  Hamilton.  Every  year  for  which  they  had  Adam  down  as  a  defaulter, 
except  one,  his  name  does  not  appear  at  all  upon  the  tax  books.  I  called  Mr.  Per- 
nell's  (one  of  the  registrars)  attention;  also  the  attention  of  Mr.  P.  H.  Lewis,  counsel 
for  Major  Black,  to  the  fact  that  his  name  did  not  appear  upon  the  tax  books. 
Adam  can  show  his  tax  receipts  to  cover  all  years  which  as  registered  would  show 
him  liable  to  for  tax.  He  did  not  answer  to  his  name,  as  I  had  informed  him  of 
the  ruling,  not  to  accept  any  other  evidence  than  the  tax  receipts.  They  intro- 
duced no  proof  at  all  against  hun,  and  as  he  failed  to  appear,  they  struck  his  name. 
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I  remember  Jack  Champion.  I  was  in  the  tax  collector's  office  daring  the  period 
of  registration.  Champion  came  in  and  wanted  to  register.  Mr.  Brown,  the  tax 
collector,  required  of  hmi  his  tax  receipts.  I  think  he  showed  receipts  for  three  or 
four  years.  He  had  the  receint  for  1894,  stamped  on  back  by  tax  collector  of 
Greene  County,  registered  for  all  the  elections  for  1895.  Mr.  Brown,  the  tax  col- 
lector, told  him  to  come  back  next  day  and  he  conld  register.  But  told  him  after 
that  that  he  wonld  have  to  be  in  the  county  six  months  before  he  could  register. 
I  called  Mr.  Brown's  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  conld  register  then,  bnt  wonld 
have  to  be  in  the  county  six  months  before  he  could  vote.  But  the  tax  collector 
refused  to  let  him  register.  The  negro  said  he  moved  in  the  county  on  the  1st  of 
April,  1895.  The  said  Steele,  Hamilton,  and  Champion,  Hill,  Logue,  were  all  Pop- 
ulists. I  know  of  399  i>arties  stricken  from  the  list.    There  may  have  been  more.  Of 

tius  number  I  don't  think  there  were  25  whites.    About of  the  parties  stricken, 

to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  were  Populists.  Conceding  that  the  registrars  applied 
their  rule  impartially  that  the  Populists,  by  its  operation,  would  have  been  the 
heaviest  loeers.  After  they  promulgated  their  ruhng  to  accept  no  evidence  other 
thaA  tax  receipts,  we  communicated  that  ruling  to  parties  who  were  cited  to 
appear,  and  informed  them  that  it  would  be  useless  to  offer  anything  except  tax 
receipts.  1  remember  the  form  of  subpoenas  served  on  suspects.  I  identify  the 
sabpoena  directed  to  Tom  Jones  as  being  the  kind  used.  I  read  a  good  many,  but 
this  was  the  only  I  saw.    There  may  have  been  others. 

(Here  the  subpoena  identified  by  the  witness  was  introduced  in  evidence,  iden- 
tified by  the  signature  of  the  recorder,  written  across  the  face.) 

[  Notice  to  strike  registered  voters  from  the  list.    To  be  served  at  least  one  day  prior  to  hearing.] 

Georgia,  Hancock  Comity. 

To  Jomss,  Tom,  eeq..  Ill  DUi, 

Sir:  The  registrars  of  said  county  question  your  right  to  have  your  name  placed 
on  the  list  of  registered  voters  of  said  county,  where  it  now  appears,  for  the  reason 
that  you  are  a  tax  defaulter.  You  are  therefore  notified  that  said  registrars  will 
hear  the  question  of  striking  your  name  from  said  list  at  the  court-house  on  the  26 
dav  of  September,  1895,  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m. 
This  Sept.  18,  1895. 

T.  L.  Reese, 
Clerk  County  Registrars. 

(Across  the  face:)  John  A.  Faucett.  ordinary  McDuffie  Co.,  Ga. 

Q.  Did  you  have  occasion  to  apply  to  Judge  T.  L.  Reese,  ordinary  of  Hancock 
County,  for  a  copy  of  certain  papers  in  his  possession? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  question  and  to  any  other  of  like 
nature,  because  what  passed  between  the  witness  and  Judge  Reese  is  immaterial 
and  irrelevant  in  a  contest  between  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Black,  neither  the  wit- 
ness nor  Mr.  Reese  having  any  representative  relation  to  Mr.  Black's  interest.) 

A.  I  did.  I  applied  to  Judge  Reese  at  the  instance  of  John  T.  West,  counsel  for 
Mr.  Watson,  on  December  31,  1895,  for  a  certified  list  of  names  prepared  by  the 
registrars  and  furnished  to  the  managers  of  election  as  containing  a  list  of  persons 
qualified  to  vote  at  the  special  Congressional  election  October  2,  1895,  ana  also  a 
asX  of  names  of  persons  who  registered  on  book  kept  by  the  tax  collector  for  the 
purpose  of  registering  voters  for  that  election,  ana  also  list  of  names  of  parties 
who  had  registered  on  book  kept  by  the  tax  collector  and  whose  names  were 
stricken  by  the  registrars.  He  declined  to  furnish  me  with  such  lists.  I  told  him 
I  was  prepared  to  pay  him  the  legal  fees,  but  he  declined  to  give  them.  As  to  the 
first  list,  he  said  the  names  were  sealed  up  with  the  election  returns  and  he  could 
not  get  to  them.  The  other  two  lists  were  lists  kept  by  other  men  and  he  could 
not  certify  to  them.  He  said  he  had  the  lists  in  the  office.  He  did  not  deny  being 
the  proper  custodian,  but  offered  to  let  me  inspect  the  books.  Mr.  Reese  is  a  Demo- 
crat. All  the  county  officers  of  Hancock  County  are  Democrats.  I  was  at  Sparta 
daring  the  gubernatorial  election  of  1894.  I  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature 
in  that  election. 

Q.  Who  were  the  managers  there  on  that  day? 

(Coimsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  above  question  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
irrelevant.) 

A.  Jim  Rogers,  E.  B.  Culver.  John  Hood.    E.  B.  Culver  and  Jim  Rogers  I  know 
to  he  Democrats.    Hood  was  put  there  at  our  request;  I  don't  know  his  politics, 
The  other  two  gentlemen  I  understand  to  be  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  two  town 
districts.    We  asked  from  Mr.  Jim  Rogers,  the  justice  of  the  peace  at  the  Spa'^ 
precinct,  for  representation  at  one  or  two  of  the  Congressional  elections  of  " 
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years  prior  to  sach  election,  and  were  told  that  we  could  not  get  representation. 
I  understand  he  assigned  as  his  reasons  that  he  had  already  made  his  appointments 
for  the  board  of  election  managers.  In  the  gubernatorial  election  of  1894 1  was  at 
Sparta  and  saw  repeating. 
(This  question  and  answer  objected  to  as  irrelevant  by  contestee's  counsel. ) 
I  saw  men  vote  from  two  to  four  times  apiece.  I  remember  one  name,  Lewis 
Alf riend.  1  saw  him  vote  twice  at  Sparta  on  that  day.  He  voted  first  as  Alfriend, 
but  I  don*t  know  what  name  he  voted  under  the  second  time.  Another  boy  who 
lived  up  on  the  Massey  place,  and  whom  I  knew  well  by  his  features,  voted  three 
times  at  Sparta  on  that  day.  He  voted  under  a  different  name  each  time.  I  chal- 
lenged him  each  time  he  voted  and  called  Mr.  Rogers's  (one  of  the  managers 
of  the  election)  attention  to  him,  and  he  came  back  to  vote  the  fourth  time.  Mr. 
Rogers  told  him  he  could  not  vote  any  more.  Qnite  a  number  of  others,  whose 
names  I  do  not  know,  voted  four  or  five  times.  These  repeaters  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket. 

Cross-examined  by  Col.  R.  H.  Lewis: 

When  we  requested  to  send  subpoenas  for  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  A.  E.  Brown,  Mr. 
John  Turner,  L.  Powell,  and  W.  C.  Collins  in  order  to  prove  by  their  books  whether 
or  not  these  men  were  defaulters  their  books  were  already  in  the  hands  of  regis- 
trars. We,  Mr.  Brown  and  myself,  were  not  allowed  to  use  the  books.  The  reg- 
istrars stated  that  the  list  under  which  they  were  acting  were  made  up  from  these 
records.  My  statement  as  to  what  rule  was  laid  down  by  the  registrars,  and  as  to 
any  specific  variation  of  it  afterwards,  is  based  on  my  recollection  as  to  what  that 
ruling  was  when  read  by  the  clerk  of  the  registrars.  I  did  not  read  the  ruling;  I 
merely  heard  the  clerk  read  it.  I  am  pretty  positive  as  to  my  recollection.  I 
didn't  see  the  tax  books  as  to  the  four  or  five  persons  who  offered  to  swear  that 
they  were  not  old  enough  to  be  liable  for  tax  and  whose  oath  was  refused  as  to 
the  year  for  which  they  were  charged  as  tax  defaulters.  The  registrars  met  on 
the  first  day  at  10  a.  m.,  and  afterwards  earlier.  They  worked  until  late  in  the 
afternoon  in  open  court.  It  was  always  dark  when  I  reached  home.  They  alwa3rs 
adjourned  in  the  afternoon  to  meet  at  night. 

Redirect: 

The  reason  why  we  wanted  the  tax  collector  and  other  gentlemen  mentioned 
subpoenaed  was  because  we  were  not  allowed  to  use  the  books  and  felt  satisfied 
that  if  we  had  the  collector  and  the  other  gentlemen  we  could  get  them  to  point 
out  in  the  books  and  relieve  the  disqualification  of  the  suspect. 

John  W.  Waller. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  January  8,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucitt, 
Ordinary,  McDuffle  County,  Oa, 

WILKINSON  COUNTY, 

m 

Capt.  JAMES  A.  MASON,  sworn  for  contestant: 

Appearance  for  contestant,  John  T.  West;  appearance  for  contestee,  Hon.  Boykin 
Wright  and  Col.  Ira  E.  Farmer. 

My  name  is  James  A.  Mason.  I  live  in  Wilkinson  County,  Ga.;  have  lived  there 
sixty  years.  I  was  present  at  the  sittings  of  the  registrars  preparing  the  registry 
list  of  1895  for  the  October  2  Congre.^sional  election.  I  am  clerk  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  of  roads  and  revenue.  About  210  parties  were  cited  to  appear 
and  show  cause  why  their  names  should  not  be  stricken  from  the  registry  list. 
According  to  my  recollection,  110  names  were  stricken  from  the  list.  They  acted 
in  this  way  in  passing  upon  names  of  suspects:  They  took  it  up  by  districts. 
They  would  call  a  certain  name  and  recjuire  him  to  show  his  tax  receipts.  If  he 
couldn*t  show  his  tax  receipts,  he  was  usually  stricken  from  the  list,  with  few 
exceptions.  With  one  case  party  sent  affidavit  that  he  had  paid  suspect's  tax.  and 
it  was  accepted;  that  some  affidavits  were  accepted  and  some  were  rejected.  I 
remember  but  two  cases  of  those  affidavits  being  presented;  one  was  accepted  and 
one  was  rejected.  There  were  no  other  cases  that  I  remember  whore  any  evi- 
dence other  than  tax  receipts  was  accepted.  J.  J.  Payne  was  stricken  from  the 
list  by  the  registrars;  charge  was,  nonpajinent  of  tax. 

Q.  What  evidence  was  produced  against  him? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  on  the  grounds  that  it  does  not 
appear  whether  the  evidence  was  oral  or  documentary,  and  if  documentary  the 
document  itself  is  the  higher  evidence  and  this  objection  to  apply  as  to  each  case 
testified  to  by  this  witness. ) 
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A.  He  was  on  the  insolvent  list  for  1894.  His  defense  was  that  he  had  a  receipt 
from  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  county  couimissioners.  I  was  that  clerk.  He  pro- 
duc»?<l  that  receipt.  It  was  rejected.  His  name  was  stricken.  There  was  no  other 
charge  made  against  him. 

Q.  Were  you  authorized  to  receive  insolvent  poll  tax  and  receipt  therefor  by  the 
Wrd  of  county  couimissioners  and  also  by  county  school  commissioners? 

(O)nnsel  for  contestee  objects  on  following  grounds,  that  the  authority  ol  pub- 
lic (officer  to  receipt  for  tax  moneys  is  derived  from  the  law,  and  it  is  incompetent 
for  the  witness  to  testif jr  as  to  any  alleged  authority  from  the  school  commission- 
ers or  the  county  commLssioners  of  roads  and  revenue.) 

A.  There  is  a  receipt  from  County  School  Commissioner  W.  S.  Baker  for  poll  tax 
for  eight  parties,  dated  May  14,  1695.  I  had  the  authority,  Mr.  Baker  has  told  me 
time  and  again,  to  collect  the  insolvent  poll  tax.  I  have  the  books  in  charge.  I 
have  been  clerk  since  January,  1895.  I  collected  some  in  May  and  some  in  Sep- 
tember. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  registrars  recognized  the  validity  of  receipts  for  taxes  given 
in  previous  years  by  the  then  clerk  holding  the  same  position  that  you  now  hold? — 
A.  I  know  they  recognized  a  receipt  given  by  a  former  clerk  at  their  sitting  for 
the  year  1894.  H.  F.  Carswell  was  this  former  clerk.  He  is  a  Democrat.  Some 
of  these  parties  were  Taylor  Fisher,  Erasmus  Morgan,  James  Chambers,  and 
others. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  parties  cited  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  their 
names  should  not  be  stricken  who  produced  receipts  signed  by  you  as  said  clerk 
and  which  receipts  said  registrars  refused  to  recognize,  whose  names  were  stricken 
from  the  list?  • 

(Objected  to  as  above  and  on  the  ground  of  question  being  leading.) 

A.  There  were  others  as  follows:  John  Allen,  Ben  Chambers,  Alex  Dellegall, 
Dave  Hughes, William  Harris,  William  Samuel,  Squire  Todd,  George  Washington, 
Allen  Wilson,  Daniel  Cross,  Peter  Moss.  J.  T.  Tendal,  Rafe  Stanley,  Bob  Lingo, 
Prince  Underwood,  Perry  Smith,  Ebe  Ellington,  Green  Rivers,  Anthony  Ford, 
Horace  Veal,  Iverson  Veal,  William  Northington,  Elias  Baum,  Andrew  Glover, 
Henry  Moody. 

Q.  State  any  other  who  was  stricken  and  for  what  cause. — A.  Frank  Beall, 
stncken  for  nonpayment  of  tax.  He  had  been  voting,  maybe,  in  1894.  They  never 
challenged  him  before  that  I  know  of.  He  stated  to  the  registrars  that  Mr.  Pool, 
the  man  he  had  lived  with,  had  paid  his  tax,  and  that  Mr.  Pool  declined  to  come 
before  the  board.  He  was  stricken.  His  name  appeared  on  the  insolvent  list  as  a 
defaulter.  The  board  did  not  subpoena  Mr.  Pool  to  appear.  Henry  Cumming 
was  another  whose  name  was  stricken,  charged  that  he  hadn't  paid  tax  for  a  cer- 
tain year.  He  claimed  he  was  too  young  that  year.  Their  clerk  of  registrars 
swore  that  he  knew  him  at  a  certain  date  and  his  size  at  that  time,  and  swore  he 
was  old  enough  to  pay  tax  for  the  year  charged.  Testimony  by  Judge  Cannon  for 
the  suspect  was  that  he  had  been  living  on  his  place  the  year  he  was  charged  with 
being  a  tax  defaulter,  and  that  he  hired  the  suspect  from  his  father,  because  sus- 
pect was  not  old  enough  to  hire  himself.  That  he  became  of  age  in  the  fall  of 
that  year,  and  that  he  (Cannon)  had  to  pay  his  father  for  the  first  part  of  the 
rear  and  the  suspect  for  the  latter  part,  and  that  was  the  reason  Judge  Cannon 
assigned  for  thinking  him  not  liable  for  taxation  that  year. 

(Counsel  for  cont^tee  objects  to  this  and  all  similar  questions,  and  answers  on 
the  following  grounds  that  the  board  of  registrars  was  a  court  whose  duty  it  was 
to  hear  and  pass  upon  the  evidence  as  to  the  qualification  of  the  voter,  and  that  it 
i*  incompetent  now  for  this  witness  or  any  other  witness  called  to  testify  on  this 
point  to  testify  to  the  evidence  submitted  to  the  registrars,  that  matter  res  ad  judi- 
cata.) ' 

Said  Cumming's  name  did  not  appear  upon  the  insolvent  list  for  that  year  for 
which  he  was  stricken.  Another  name  stricken  was  Horace  Fleetwood;  charge, 
irti  jcy.  Mr.  H.  F.  Carswell,  clerk  of  registrars,  swore  that  Horace  was  not  capa- 
ble of  managing  his  affairs.  No  testimony  to  the  contrary.  Another  name 
stricken  was  John  Hightower,  charged  with  not  being  on  digest  for  one  or  two 
years  in  the  90*8.  I  don't  remember  the  exact  year.  No  evidence  except  that  he 
WIS  67  or  68  year  old.  Name  was  stricken.  Allan  Wellef  ord ,  same  charge  as  above. 
No  evidence  against  him  except  that  he  did  not  appear  on  digest.  He  testified 
that  he  was  70.  Stricken.  Tom  Smith,  charged,  had  not  paid  on  small  amount 
of  property.  He  was  too  old  to  pay  poll.  Nothing  appeared  on  the  tax  digest 
against  him.  His  name  did  not  appear  on  digest  or  insolvent  list  at  all.  Did  not 
Kar  any  proof  that  he  had  any  property.  I  was  present.  Board  claimed  that  he 
owed  12  cents  tax;  he  claimed  that  Mr.  Walker  Lord  paid  it.  There  was  no  othe^ 
evidence  introduced  against  him.    He  showed  no  tax  receipt.    Next  is  J.  B.  V' 
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charged  with  not  paying  tax  on  property.  He  was  too  old  to  pay  poll.  The  board 
asked  him  if  he  didn't  h&ve  some  property,  and  he  stated  that  he  had  a  few  cook- 
ing utensils.  Don't  know  what  tax  they  assessed  against  him.  No  charge  was 
on  any  of  the  books  against  him.    He  was  stricken. 

(Objected  that  book  would  be  the  best  evidence.  )* 

He  has  since  been  placed  on  the  county  Confederate  list.  Next,  Alex.  Gatling, 
charge,  living  in  Jones  County.  Proof,  heard  none  except  that  one  of  the  regis- 
trars stated;  did  not  swear  that  he  knew  the  line  between  Jones  and  Wilkinson, 
and  suspect  liv^  in  Jones.  Suspect  swore  that  he  gave  in  and  paid  his  tax,  and 
worked  the  road  in  Wilkinson.  He  lived  there  in  18i)4, 1895,  and  was  during  those 
years  he  paid  his  tax  in  Wilkinson  County.  Suspect  was  stricken.  J.  H.  Johnson 
was  next.  He  lived  in  Twiggs,  as  was  charged.  His  own  testimony  was  that  he 
gave  in  tax  in  Wilkinson  and  worked  the  roads  in  Twiggs.  He  was  not  stricken. 
Alex.  Q-atling  was  a  colored  Populist.  J.  H.  Johnston  was  a  white  Democrat. 
J.  N.  Mitchell  was  next,  charged  with  not  paying  tax  in  1894.  Evidence  against 
him  was  that  he  was  not  on  digest.  There  was  nothing  on  books  against  him. 
He  testified  that  he  moved  to  the  county  from  Johnson  County  in  February,  189.1, 
and  swore  he  paid  his  tax  in  1894  in  Johnson  County.  He  was  about  25  years  old, 
or  may  be  older.  He  got  his  house  burned  in  Johnson  County,  and  his  receipt  was 
burned.  He  said  if  they  would  give  him  time  he  would  send  to  Johnson  County 
and  get  a  duplicate.  There  was  ho  evidence  contradicting  his  evidence.  He  was 
stricken.    He  claimed  to  be  a  Populist  several  days  before. 

(Objected  to  by  contestoe's  counsel  on  grounds  of  hearsay.) 

Wilson  Shinholster,  next  one,  registered  as  23,  and  charged  with  being  over  22. 
Sofne  gentlemen  in  his  settlement  swore  that  he  was  over  22.  Evidence  in  his 
behalf:  He  (Wilson)  testified  that  he  was  22  in  September,  1894— the  only  evi- 
dence.   He  was  stricken. 

Q.  Were  there  any  parties  who  had  registered  who  had  been  cited  to  appear 
charged  with  nonpayment  of  taxes  for  one  or  more  years  who  appeared  and  pro- 
duced their  receipts  for  those  years? — A.  There  were  a  great  many.  They  were 
not  stricken.  I  don't  remember  all,  but  can  name  some:  Arnold  Petts,  Tom  Hat- 
field, Elbert  Ross.    Don't  recall  any  others. 

Q.  Were  there  any  who  were  cited  to  appear  charged  with  being  tax  dafaulters 
for  two  or  more  years  who  could  produce  receipts  for  one  or  more  of  those  years, 
but  not  for  all  the  years  for  which  they  were  so  charged?  If  so,  what  disposition 
was  made  of  their  cas(is? — A.  There  were  several  who  could  show  receii)t8  for  all 
the  years  charged,  except  one  or  two  years.  Some  of  such  were  stricken  and  some 
were  not.  Thoso  who  were  not  stricken  of  the  above  class  were:  W^illiam  Mat- 
thews, white,  and  Cap  Walker,  colored,  and  Richard  Snow,  white.  They  claimed  to 
be  Democrats.  They  were  recognized  as  Democrats  by  the  people  generally. 
Don't  recall  names  of  any  of  the  above  class  who  were  stricken,  but  am  satistied 
that  there  were  such  stricken.  Out  of  the  1 10  who  were  stricken  there  were  about 
20  whites.  It  is  hard  to  say  how  many  of  those  stricken  were  Populists  and  how 
many  were  Democrats.  Tne  ordinary  and  tax  collector  furnished  a  list  of  those 
they  claimed  to  be  Populists  whose  names  they  wanted  stricken,  and  the  clerk  of 
court  furnished  a  list  of  the  names  of  Democrats  who  he  wanted  stricken.  From 
the  list  furnished  by  the  ordinary,  89  of  those  stricken  were  taken;  and  from  the 
list  furnished  by  the  clerk  21  or  22  were  stricken.  I  judge  from  this  that  89  Populists 
and  22  Democrats  were  stricken,  and  also  from  my  personal  knowledge  of  a  good 
many  of  them.  All  those  were  stricken  who  held  my  receipt  as  the  clerk  of  the 
county  commissioners  of  roads  and  revenues  were  Populists,  as  stated  before. 
Frank  Beall  claims  to  be  a  Populist  now;  says  he  voted  a  Democratic  ticket  in  1894. 
Henry  Cumming  is  a  Populist.  I  saw  him  vote  in  1894.  Horace  Fleetwood  voted 
Populist  in  1894.  Tom  Smith  claims  to  be  a  Populist.  I  did  not  see  him  vote  in 
1894.  J.  W.  Mitchell  claims  to  be  a  Populist.  I  never  saw  him  before  11th  Sep- 
tember, 1895.  They  claimed  Wilson  Shinholster.  He  was  generally  recognized 
as  a  Populist.  I  know  nothing  about  him.  I  know  of  one  man  who  voted  whose 
name  was  not  on  the  registry  list.  He  voted  as  Joe  Smith.  He  voted  at  Irwinton 
precinct.  His  name  did  not  appear  on  the  list,  but  there  was  a  Jim  Smith  whose 
name  appeared  on  the  list;  and  some  of  the  managers  suggested  that  a  mistake 
might  have  been  made,  and  proposed  that  he  vote  under  the  name  of  Jim  Smith. 
I  objected,  and  they  allowed  him  to  vote  as  Joe  Smith.  He  voted  a  large  yellow 
ticket,  which  was  regarded  as  a  Black  ticket.  I  did  not  see  it.  I  know  that  Jim 
Smith  had  registered,  and  that  this  was  no  mistake  of  putting  Jim  for  Joe.  I 
remember  George  Hughes's  case — charge,  idiocy.  No  evidence  was  produced 
against  him.  Rev.  James  T.  Hughes,  a  white  man,  testified  in  his  behalf  that 
George  had  more  sense  than  the  majority  of  colored  people.  There  was  nothing 
to  rebut  this.    He  testified  that  he  had  known  him  for  many  years.    He  was 
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stricken.    He  was  colored,  and  his  district  claimed  as  a  Populist.    I  know  nothing 
about  him  personally.    I  never  heard  him  say. 

Cross-examined  by  Hon.  Boykin  Wright: 

I  acted  as  clerk  under  the  local  act  of  Wilkinson  County,  passed  in  1873.  The 
onlr  power  conferred  upon  me  by  that  act  is  in  section  8  of  same,  as  follows: 
•'  Tliat  said  commissioners  shall  be  authorized  to  elect  a  clerk  to  keep  their  minutes, 
which  shall  be  kept  in  substantially  bound  books  provided  at  the  expense  of  the 
coanty.**  The  board  never  passed  any  order  giving  me  any  additional  powers. 
S)me  of  those  to  whom  I  gave  receipts  paid  me  the  money  themselves  and  in  other 
cases  it  was  paid  by  other  parties.  There  was  no  fund  left  with  me  out  of  which 
t(»  i»ay  taxes  as  I  dwmed  l^st.  I  was  not  required  to  give  any  bond  as  clerk.  I 
had  no  authority  from  the  board  in  writing  authorizing  me  to  make  collections 
for  taxes.  The  receipts  submitted  to  the  registrars  about  which  I  have  sworn 
were  "Signed  by  me  as  clerk  of  the  commissioners'  court  and  not  individually.  This 
was  the  case  in  all  instances,  I  think.  If  I  failed  to  sign  any  as  clerk  it  was  an 
omi<>ion  and  I  don't  think  I  failed  to  sign  any  as  such.  At  the  time  of  the  inves- 
tiication  of  their  receipts  I  had  not  paid  over  the  money  to  the  county  treasurer 
for  property  tax,  nor  to  the  school  commissioner  for  the  polls,  and  it  has  not  ieen 
tume<l  over  vet. 

Q.  Why  not? — A.  Because  the  registrars  refused  to  recognize  my  receipt  as  a 
tyrmf-T  clerk  in  1894. 

(^.  Ls  that  the  only  reason  you  have  to  give? — A.  I  have  not  fully  made  up  my 
mind  whether  to  turn  the  money  back  to  the  parties  or  to  pay  it  over  to  the  county 
nrhool  coraniissiouers  and  county  treasurer. 

Q.  Would  you  know  to  whom  to  pay  back  the  money  in  each  instance? — A.  I 
would. 

^,  Please  state,  then,  who  paid  you  the  money  in  each  instance. — A.  I  can  not 
j^at*"  all  from  recollection.    I  have  a  list  of  all  of  them  at  home. 

y.  Why  did  you  not,  and  why  do  you  not,  pay  the  money  over  to  the  proper 
♦'fficials  of  the  county  and  have  the  taxpayer  credited  on  the  books  and  ffiven  a 
r^'fipt  from  the  tax  collector  that  would  be  received  and  the  name  of  the  taxpayer 
Muoved  from  the  insolvent  list? — A.  For  the  reason  stated  above  and  that  I  know 
of  no  authority  authorizing  a  tax  collector  to  give  receii^ts  after  he  has  been  allowed 
hw  insolvent  list  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners;  and  it  has  not  been  a  cus- 
tom by  the  former  clerk. 

i^.  Is  it  fair  to  the  county  or  the  taxpayer  for  you  to  continue  to  hold  this  money 
ia  this  way? — A.  1  think  it  is  fully  as  fair  for  me  to  hold  it  as  the  former  clerk. 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  scheme  or  plan  for  you  to  hold  back  this  money,  and  if  the 
j'B.spects  who  were  on  the  defaulters'  list  were  not  passed  by  the  registrars  not  to 
torn  over  the  money  at  all? — A.  It  was  not. 

Q.  That  at  least  will  be  the  effect  of  it,  will  it  not,  if  you  should  conclude 
now  to  turn  the  money  back  to  the  parties  from  whom  you  received  it? — ^A.  Cer- 
tainly.   It  would  be  the  effect  that  tne  county  would  not  get  it. 

S.  Don't  you  know  that  it  is  the  law  and  customary  for  the  tax  collector  to 
ect  back  taxes  from  parties  already  charged  up  on  the  insolvent  list,  and  to 
acei>imt  for  the  same  to  the  proper  authorities  even  after  he  has  been  given  credit 
for  them  as  insolvents?— A.  That  never  has  l)een  done  in  Wilkinson  County.  Of 
the  whites  who  were  stricken,  I  guess  there  were  a  few  more  Democrats  than  Pop- 
ulists. When  the  parties  were  beine  investigated  before  the  registrars,  their  poli- 
tics was  mentioned  or  discussed.  I  think  it  would  have  been  impracticable  to  have 
adopted  a  method  of  procedure  whereby  a  party  shown  by  the  books  to  be  a  de- 
faulter should  be  allowed  to  contradict  the  books  by  stopping  the  investigation 
an-l  going  off  and  getting  oral  testimony.  If  the  parties  names  appear  on  the 
WokS  as  defaulters,  I  don't  think  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  gooff  and  get  up  oral 
:«^timony,  but  his  name  ought  to  be  stricken,  unless  he  had  lost  his  receipt  and 
cuoJd  show  it.  No  person  was  refused  a  subpoena  by  the  registrars  that  I  know  of. 
Xo  one  appeared  and  offered  to  swear  who  was  refused  that  I  Imow  of.  There 
waA  no  such  rule  by  the  registrars  holding  that  the  oath  of  a  colored  man  was 
insufficient  and  that  of  a  white  man  sufficient  to  establish  the  right  of  a  voter  to 
vote.  The  hearings  were  in  public,  but  when  they  came  to  strike  off  the  names  no 
one  was  allowed  in  the  room  except  the  registrars,  Mr.  Calswell,  three  clerks,  and 
ttivwlf .  I  was  a  Populist,  and  theyallowed  me  to  see  and  hear  all  they  did.  I  am 
a  Populist  and  have  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  each  time  he  ran  for  Congress. 

Redirect  examination: 

The  registrars  were  B.  I.  Stephens  and  J.  M.  Boone,  Democrats,  and  Joel  T. 
^«apce,  Populist.  Mr.  Pearce  objected  to  the  registrars'  refusal  to  accept  witness' 
'J.  A.  Mason's)  receipt  for  taxes,  as  before  stated,  and  refused  to  act  further.    The 
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reason  I  had  not  paid  over  the  money  I  had  collected  for  taxes  at  the  time  of  the 
sitting  of  the  registrars  was  the  school  commissioner  was  absent  in  Dooly  County, 
attending  a  sick  daughter,  and  had  been  for  some  time  prior  to  that.  The  county 
treasurer  was  in  the  county,  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  money  was  to  be  paid 
to  him.  Amount  of  the  treasurer  was  so  small  that  I  thought  I  would  wait  until 
the  school  commissioner  came  and  pay  it  all  at  once.  I  don't  intend  to  keep  the 
money;  I  will  pay  it  over  to  the  school  commissioner  and  treasurer. 

Recross-examination  by  Mr.  Wright: 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  on  first  cross  that  you  had  not  made  up  your  mind  what  you 
would  do  to  this  money,  whether  you  would  turn  it  back  to  the  parties  from  whom 
you  received  it  or  pay  it  to  the  proper  officers? — A.  I  said  that  was  the  reason  I 
had  not  paid  it  over. 

Q.  Are  you  not  mistaken? — A.  I  don't  think  I  am. 

James  A.  Mason. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  January  3, 1896. 

John  A.  Faucett, 
Ordinal^  of  McDuffle  County,  Oa. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  morning,  January  6,  1896,  at  9  o'clock, 

January  6,  1896. 
Adjourned  until  January  7,  1896,  at  10  o'clock. 

At  the  court-house  at  Thomson,  Ga.,  McDuffie  County,  January  7,  1896. 

Appearance  for  contestant,  John  T.  West;  for  contestee,  Joseph  R.  Lamar,  esq., 
Judge  F.  L.  Little,  R.  H.  Lewis. 

MANER  R.  SANDERS,  sworn  for  contestant: 

My  name  is  Maner  R.  Sanders.  I  live  in  Hancock  County,  Ga.  I  have  lived  in 
Hancock  County  five  years.  I  had  occasion  to  be  in  the  office  of  the  tax  collector, 
Mr.  Alf  Brown,  of  Hancock  County,  during  the  registration  of  voters  for  the 
special  Congressional  election  held  October  2,  1895.  I  was  in  the  tax  collector's 
office  about  two  weeks  before  the  time  was  out  for  registering.  A  darky,  I  sup- 
pose about  25  years  of  age,  who  had  brought  in  some  tax  receipts  of  his  rather  to 
show  to  Mr.  Brown,  which  was  my  understanding,  Mr.  Brown  had  notified  the 
father  he  would  have  to  exhibit  before  registering.  I  didn't  know  and  didn't  hear 
the  name  of  either  the  son  or  the  father.  The  boy  said  to  Mr.  Brown,  **  These  are 
the  receipts  you  told  my  father  he  would  have  to  show  before  he  registered."  Mr. 
Brown  looked  at  the  receipts  and  told  him  that  he  would  have  to  have  15  more 
receipts  before  he  could  register,  and  told  him  to  tell  his  father  that. 

Having  heard  the  conversation  myself,  and  not  having  been  reauired  to  show 
any  receipts  when  I  registered  (I  am  a  white  man) ,  I  supposed  the  ix)oks  ought  to 
have  showed  whether  the  darky  was  a  defaulter  or  not,  and  in  a  gentlemanly 
way  I  asked  Mr.  Brown  if  his  blooks  would  not  show  whether  or  not  the  father 
was  a  defaulter.  This  seemed  to  provoke  him  very  much;  so  much  so  that  he 
got  up  out  of  his  chair  and  came  in  the  direction  of  me — right  in  front  of  me— 
and  told  me  to  attend  to  my  own  business  and  that  he  (Mr.  Brown)  would  attend 
to  his.  He  repeated  this  several  times.  This  was  not  in  the  regular  store  where 
the  tax  collector  kept  his  office,  but  was  in  a  room  at  the  court-house  where  he 
was  transacting  business.  He  had  his  books  with  him,  because  he  referred  to 
them  for  some  of  the  negroes  who  lived  on  my  place.  He  did  not  refer  to  the 
books  for  the  father  who  was  not  present  but  had  sent  his  son  to  ascertain  if  he 
could  register.  I  don't  know  what  transpired  previous  to  that  time,  or  what  rela- 
tion the  father  and  Mr.  Brown  sustained,  or  whether  the  father  once  belonged  to 
Mr.  Brown's  father.  Mr.  Brown  told  him  that  he  wouldn't  be  qualified  to  regis- 
ter until  he  showed  all  his  receipts  from  1877  up.  Mr.  J.  J.  Copeland  ana.  I 
think,  Mr.  T.  L.  Reese,  was  present.  It  was  after  I  had  been  investigating  the 
books,  with  a  view  of  registering  my  hands,  that  this  conversation  between  Mr. 
Brown  and  myself  occurred.  We  were  about  a  half  an  hour  investigating  my 
hands.  Don't  think  any  other  colored  x)6ople  came  in  the  office  while  I  was 
there,  nor  wtdte,  that  I  remember. 

I  was  present  on  the  24th  of  September,  1895,  at  the  sitting  of  the  registrars. 
They  would  call  a  name;  most  of  those  whom  they  were  acting  upon  were  negroes; 
there  were  a  few  whites.  I  refer  to  the  time  I  was  there  that  day.  Most  of  the 
negroes  they  would  call  up  would  have  charged  with  being  defaulters  from  three 
to  five  years.    The  most  of  the  negroes  could  not  read  their  receipts,  and  these 
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wonld  hand  their  receipts  to  the  registrars.  Most  of  them  had  a  good  many 
receipts.  Mr.  West — Julian  West — chairman  of  the  board  of  registrars,  would  take 
the  receipts  in  hand  and  divide  them  in  two  parcels,  and  each  registrar  took  a  part 
to  see  if  the  receipts  for  the  years  they  were  charged  as  defaulters  could  be  found. 
In  most  cases,  from  one  to  three  receipts  were  found  for  the  years  they  were 
charged  as  defaulters,  and  when  they  would  find  that  they  had  receipts  for  two 
years,  but  for  not  all  the  receipts,  they  would  mark  suspect  a  defaulter.  They 
would  allow  no  evidence  except  receipts.  Mr.  R.  H.  Lewis,  who  appears  now  as 
oonn^l  for  Mr.  Black,  had  a  good  deal  to  say  there  that  day.  When  I  wanted  to 
show  that  Pomp  Reed,  a  young  negro,  who  had  just  become  of  age  in  May,  1895, 
and  who  was  cited  as  a  suspect,  was  not  old  enough  to  pay  tax  for  1894,  and 
explained  that  I  had  given  in  his  name  to  the  tax  receiver,  not  then  knowing  his 
ag»»,  but  thinking  he  was  of  age,  Col.  R.  H.  Lewis  objected  to  my  making  the 
statement,  and  the  registrars  declined  to  hear  me  and  marked  him  a  defaulter. 
Pomp  Reed  was  a  colored  boy.  I  had  found  out  I  was  mistaken  in  thinking  the 
bf)y  was  old  enough  to  have  his  name  given  in  for  taxation,  the  boy  not  knowing 
I  had  given  it  in,  and  I  wanted  to  make  that  proof,  but  the  registrars  declined  to 
hear  me. 

Here  witness  identifies  form  of  the  notice  served  upon  Pomp  Reed,  which  is 
introduced  in  evidence  and  hereto  attached,  with  the  signature  of  the  recorder 
written  across  the  face. 

[Nodt'e  to  strike  registered  voters  from  list.    To  ha  served  at  least  one  day  prior  to  hearing.] 

Georgia,  Hancock  County. 
To  Reed,  Pomp,  esq.,  109  Dist.    . 

SiB:  The  registrars  of  said  county  question  your  nght  to  have  your  name  placed 
on  the  list  of  registered  voters  of  said  county,  where  it  now  appears,  for  the  reatson 
that  you  are  a  tax  defaulter.  You  are  therefore  notified  that  said  registrars  will 
hfar  the  question  of  striking  your  name  from  said  list,  at  the  court  house,  on  the 
24th  day  of  September.  1985,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

This  September  18, 1895. 

T.  L.  Reese,  Clerk  County  Registrars. 

[Across  face]    John  A.  Faucett, 

Ordinary,  McDuffie  County,  Ga. 

There  was  a  negro  whose  name  was  called  Cas,  a  suspect;  I  do  not  know  his 
name.  He  was  charged  with  being  a  defaulter  for  two  years.  He  handed  his 
receipts  to  the  chairman  of  the  board,iuid  after  the  registrars  had  looked  over  the 
rei-eipts  they  found  a  receipt  for  one  of  the  years  for  which  he  was  charged  as 
being  a  defaulter,  but  failed  to  find  receipt  for  the  other  year.  The  negro  insisted 
that  all  his  receipts  were  there.  They  handed  his  receints  back  and  had  him 
marked  as  a  defaulter.  The  negrro,  without  getting  out  of  sight  of  the  registrars 
or  myself,  handed  the  receipts  to  a  gentleman  sitting  near  me,  and  he  found  the 
r^^iDt  for  the  year  he  was  charged  as  a  defaulter  and  handed  it  to  me  and  I  handed 
i^  to  Mr.  Gteorge  Brown,  who  showed  it  to  the  registrars  and  stated  that  it  was  for 
the  year  he  was  claimed  as  a  defaulter,  but  they  refused  to  look  at  it  and  stated 
that  they  had  passed  their  decision.  There  was  a  negro  living  near  me  whose 
name  is  Scott  Mapp,  and  they  marked  him  a  defaulter.  He  could  read.  When 
thi'y  called  him  up  and  stated  for  what  year  he  was  charged  as  a  defaulter  he 
handed  them  the  receipt  for  said  year,  and  after  they  had  examined  it  closely  Mr. 
Wettt  decided  it  was  a  ** wild-land*'  receipt  and  marked  him  a  defaulter.  The 
De.rTo.  before  going  before  the  registrars,  went  to  Mr.  Henry  Mapp  and  had  him 
t'»;?ive  a  certificate  that  the  negro  had  paid  all  tax  in  Greene  County  while  he 
livwi  there,  which  was  the  years  he  was  charged  as  a  defaulter.  Mr.  Henry  Mapp 
bad  been  tax  collector  for  tnose  years  for  Greene  County.  Mr.  Henry  Mapp  was  a 
Democrat.  Scott  Mapp  handed  the  certificate  to  Mr.  West  while  the  registrars 
ha<l  the  receipts.  Mr.  West  asked  the  negro  if  Mr.  Mapp  would  swear  to  his  cer- 
tificate.   The  negro  said  nothing,  and  was  marked  as  a  defaulter. 

Witness  here  Identifies  the  receipt  which  the  negro  had  for  the  year  he  was 
chamd  as  being  a  defaulter,  said  receipt  reading  as  follows: 

•'Taxable  property  returned.  2829.  Office  tax  collector  Greene  County,  Ga. 
B«eived  of  Scott  Mapp  $2.50,  street,  county,  and  capital  tax,  including  wild  lands, 
f-^r  thf  year  1888,  this  12th  day  of  November,  1888.    H.  S.  Mapp,  T.  C." 

This  was  on  a  printed  form;  where  the  figures  1888  first  appeared  was  first 
printed  1886  and  the  6  was  changed  into  an  8  in  the  same  kind  of  ink  and  in 
^I'Parently  the  same  writing,  but  the  last  1888  had  only  the  first  three  figures 
I'Ttntt^i  and  the  fourth  figure  was  written  very  clearly  in  ink  and  without  any 
ippdrent  alteration,  and  the  signature  of  H.  S.  Mapp  was  printed  and  not  written. 
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Witness  testifies  that  he  the  next  morning  after  that  occurrence  exhibited  that 
receipt  to  Mr.  Ma  pp.  which  he  identified  as  being  the  receipt  he  had  given  for  tax 
for  that  year. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  and  answer  as  to  the  identifica- 
tion of  the  receipt  by  Mr.  Mapp  on  the  ground  that  it  was  hearsay.) 

Neither  in  the  Scott  Mapp  case  nor  in  anv  other  case  were  the  tax  books  pro- 
duced showing  these  parties  as  bting  defaulters.  The  idea  was  that  the  list  from 
which  these  defaulters  were  called  was  the  list  made  up  by  the  tax  collector,  the 
clerk,  and  the  ordinary  from  the  tax  books.  These  books  may  have  been  present, 
but  witness  did  not  see  them  and  they  were  not  opened  and  inspected  by  the  reg- 
istrars at  the  time  they  were  passing  on  these  names  while  I  was  there,  and  if 
these  default  lists  were  made  up  from  the  tax  books  there  must  have  been  a  great 
many  errors  made  in  taking  them  from  the  tax  books  or  in  the  books  themselves, 
as  there  were  a  great  many  tax  receipts  produced  for  the  very  years  they  were 
chai'ged  as  being  dofa  niters. 

(Counsel  for  con  test  ee  objects  on  the  following  gi'ounds:  Because  it  is  not  a  state- 
ment of  a  fact  but  only  the  conclusion  of  the  witness,  which  could  only  be  legally 
proved  by  the  production  of  the  lists  and  the  books  and  a  comparison  thereof.) 

Scott  Mapp  was  a  Populist.  I  considered  the  whole  method  of  the  registrars 
unfair  and  an  outrage. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lamar: 

I  made  the  returns  for  a  number  of  my  hands.  I  gave  the  names  of  the  tax- 
paj'ers  and  the  propertv  they  possessed.  I  did  this  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Collins, 
the  Democratic  tax  collector,  and  so  far  as  I  know  has  always  been  the  custom. 
The  year  before  I  had  given  in  the  name  of  Pomp  Reed.  The  boy  did  not  vote  the 
year  before.  They  issued  an  execution  against  him,  but  on  explanation  it  was  not 
enforced,  and  I  intended  making  this  explanation  to  the  registrars,  but  they  w^ould 
not  hear  me.  The  records  did  show  that  he  was  a  defaulter.  Of  my  own  i)ersonal 
knowledge  I  don't  know  how  old  he  is.  I  made  the  return  in  1894  in  good  faith, 
like  I  did  the  other  hands  on  the  place,  and  I  honestly  thought  he  was  21  when  I 
made  the  return  in  1894.  Of  my  own  personal  knowledge  1  don't  know  that  he 
was  31  in  1895,  but  at  the  time  I  was  before  the  registrars  I  had  seen  a  record  of 
his  age.  and  that  was  the  proof  I  wanted  to  make.  1  paid  the  taxes  for  the  negroes 
on  my  place.  I  was  going  to  assist  one  of  my  hands  (Sam  Gordy) ,  who  wanted  to 
qualify  to  register,  to  pay  his  tax.  They  claimed  they  could  not  find  out  exactly 
how  much  he  owed  on  account  of  the  absence  of  some  of  the  books,  and  so  the  tax 
was  not  paid.  I  don't  know  if  other  people  have  paid  taxes  in  thLs  way.  My 
father  paid  that  way,  and  so  have  I  since  I  began  busmess  for  myself.  At  the  time 
Mr.  Mapp  signed  this  certificate  he  was  no  longer  tax  collector  of  Greene  County. 
In  the  action  by  the  board  of  registrars  refusing  to  hear  certain  evidence  and  no 
assistance  applied  to  both  sides  alike.  But  it  did  not  work  alike  on  both  sides,  for 
they  allowed  Mr.  Lewis  to  make  speeches.  I  am  a  Populist,  supporting  Mr. 
Watson.  Mr.  Lewis  was  acting  in  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party  at  the 
time  mentioned  by  me. 

M.  R.  Sandebs. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  January  7,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucett, 
Ordinary  of  McDuffle  County,  Qa, 

Here  contestant's  counsel  offers  as  evidence  a  certified  copy  of  the  registry  list 
of  Richmond  County,  Qa.,  prepared  for  the  special  Congressional  election  held  on 
October  2,  1895,  the  same  being  certified  by  Alexander  R.  Walton,  ordinary  of 
Richmond  County.  Ga.,  with  his  seal  attached,  as  a  correct  copy  of  the  list  of  the 
registered  voters  entitled  to  vote  in  said  county  at  the  special  election  held  Octo- 
ber 2, 1895,  in  said  county,  as  taken  from  the  list  filed  in  the  office  of  the  ordinary 
by  the  registrars  of  saia  county,  same  being  identified  by  the  signature  of  the 
recorder  on  the  outer  cover  of  said  list,  marked  Exhibit  A. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  introduction  of  this  evidence  on  the  grounds 
that  it  is  inadmissible  and  irrelevant,  there  being  nothing  in  their  notice  of  con- 
test making  the  same  admissible.  They  furthar  object  on  the  grounds  that  the 
contestant  nas  given  no  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  the  same  or  of  the 
time  and  place  when  the  same  would  be  offered.  They  further  object  on  the  ground 
that  under  the  law  the  ordinary  of  Richmond  County  is  not  the  keeper  or  custo- 
dian of  the  lists  of  registered  voters  for  said  county,  but  the  judge  of  tne  city  court 
of  said  county,  an  ex-officio  commissioner  of  roads  and  revenue,  is  the  proper  cus- 
todian.   Tney  further  object  on  the  ground  that  the  certificate  does  not  pretend 
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to  be  a  copy  of  a  record  in  said  office,  but  the  ordinary  has  improperly  and  ille- 
gally attempted  to  separate  and  arrange  the  names  according  to  his  own  conclu- 
sion, same  not  being  a  copy  of  the  record. 

Contestant  further  introauces  in  evidence  a  copy  from  the  minutes  of  the  appoint- 
ment by  Judge  Eve  of  the  managers  and  clerks  for  the  election  held  on  October 
2,  nm,  marked  Exhibit  B. 

Objected  to  by  counsel  for  contestee  on  the  grounds  that  it  is  irrelevant  and  that 
BO  notice  was  given  of  its  Intention  to  introduce  the  same  or  of  the  time  and  place 
the  same  would  be  offered. 

Contestant's  counsel  further  introduces  a  list  of  names  as  stricken  from  the 
rejnstry  list  by  the  registrars  of  WOkinson  County,  marked  Exhibit  C. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  above  on  the  ground  that  no  notice  was  given 
of  intention  to  offer  same,  the  copy  offered  is  not  properly  certified  and  not  by  a 
pri)por  officer,  and  that  the  evidence  offered  is  inadmissible. 

Contestant's  counsel  further  offers  in  evidence  a  certificate  from  William  A. 
Wright,  comptroller-general  of  the  poll  taxes  paid  the  State  by  Richmond  County 
for  the  years  1891-1894  (Exhibit  D);  also  a  certificate  by  the*  same  officer  of  the 
number  of  dollars  paid  into  the  State  treasury  on  account  of  insolvent  poll  taxes 
paid  by  the  tax  collector  of  Richmond  County  for  year  1895  (Exhibit  E). 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  above  certificates  on  grounds  that  no  intention 
to  offer  same  was  given,  and  that  the  certificate  is  not  a  copy  of  a  record,  but  the 
conclusions  of  the  officer,  which  could  only  be  proved  by  parol  evidence,  with  an 
opportunity  to  cross-examine  the  witness  or  by  a  production  of  the  books  from 
which  the  calculation  was  made. 

Contestant's  counsel  further  offers  in  evidence  the  record  of  the  contested  election 
case  of  Thomas  E.  Watson  i\  James  C.  C.  Black  from  the  Tenth  Congressional 
district  of  Gteorgia  in  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  same  having  the  stamp  of  the 
Gk)vemment  Printing  Office,  and  counsel  for  contestant  stating  in  his  place  that 
the  same  is  a  record  as  furnished  to  him  by  the  clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions, he  being  of  counsel  for  cfmtestant  in  said  case.     (Exhibit  F.) 

Counsel  f  cjr  contestee  objects  to  the  introduction  of  the  foregoing  on  the  grounds 
that  it  is  wholly  irrevelant,  immaterial,  and  inadmissable  for  all  purposes,  relating 
to  a  transaction  entirely  disconnected  with  the  issue  involved  in  this  contest.  They 
further  obiect  on  the  grounds  that  the  paper  offered  is  neither  a  certified  copy  nor 
an  original,  and  no  proper  proof  has  been  offered  in  the  introduction  of  secondary 
evidence;  nor  is  the  paper  offered  properly  proved  or  identified. 

Contestant  s  counsel  further  offers  in  evidence  such  parts  of  the  Compendium  of 
the  Eleventh  Census  of  189U,  Robert  P.  Porter,  Superintendent,  Part  1,  as  issued 
from  the  (rovemment  Printing  Office,  as  appears  on  pages  480,481,  under  Table 
1-i,  heade<l  •*  Population,  as  native  and  foreign-born  and  white  and  colored,  by 
counties,  1890, 1880, 1870,"  so  far  as  the  record  applies  to  the  11  counties  composing 
the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia.  Also  such  parts  of  same  Compendium 
as  appears  on  pages  772-774,  under  Table  27,  headed  **  Persons  of  school,  militia, 
an(J  voting  ages,  by  sex,  nativity,  and  color,  by  counties,  1890,''  so  far  as  refers  to 
the  11  counties  composing  the  Tenth  Congressional  district. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  above  on  grounds  that  no  notice  of  intention 
to  offer  it  was  given:  also  on  grounds  that  there  is  no  proper  proof  or  identifica- 
tion of  the  book;  also  on  the  grounds  that  the  period  covered  was  five  years 
anterior  to  the  election,  and  on  further  grounds  tnat  evidence  is  irrelevant  and 
immaterial. 

Here  court  adjourned  until  January  8, 1896,  at  9  a.  m. 

At  court-house,  January  8, 1896. 

Appearance  for  contestant,  John  F.  West;  appearance  for  contestee,  C,  H. 
Cohen,  esq. 

C.  W.  MOXLEY,  sworn  for  contestant: 

I  live  at  Wadley ,  in  Jefferson  County,  Ga. ;  my  name  is  C.  W.  Moxley.  I  remem- 
ber seeing  some  of  the  registering  of  voters  for  the  October  2,  1895,  election  for 
Congressman  at  Walley,  Jefferson  County.  The  tax  collector,  W.  D.  Rivers,  at 
onetime,  and  J.  W.  White,  clerk  of  superior  court,  acting  as  Mr.  Rivers's  deputy, 
at  another  time,  had  charge  of  the  registering.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  are 
Democrats.  I  was  present  when  J.  W.  Haines  registered.  After  he  had  regis- 
tered I  asked  Mr.  Haines  if  he  noticed  the  difference  between  a  Populist  register- 
ing and  a  Democrat  registering. 

'Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  following  grounds:  Because  the  evidence  would 
1*  hearsay,  irrelevant,  and  otherwise  illegju. ) 
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He  said  he  hadn't  noticed  any  difference.  I  remarked  that  they  made  me  hold 
np  my  hand  and  swore  me,  but  that  when  he  (Haines)  registered  the  registrars 
failed  to  call  his  attention  to  the  oath.  Mr.  Haines  asked  Mr.  Rivers  abont  it,  and 
Mr.  Rivers  replied  that  it  wasn't  necessary  when  the  person  registering  could  read 
and  write,  as  the  oath  was  printed  in  the  book.  Mr.  Rivers  then  had  Mr.  Haines 
to  read  the  oath,  and  he  (Mr.  Haines)  said  he  could  subscribe  to  it.  I  am  a  Popu- 
list; Mr.  Haines  is  a  Democrat.  I  saw  several  parties  offer  to  register,  but  Mr. 
Rivers  refused,  saving  they  were  tax  defaulters.  One  party  by  the  name  of  Isham 
Smith,  colored,  who  lived  on  Mr.  Allan  Tarver's  place,  swore  that  he  had  paid 
his  taxes,  but  Mr  Rivers  declined  to  register  him.  He  went  home  and  brought 
his  receipt,  and  they  allowed  him  to  register.  I  can  read  and  write.  When  Mr. 
White  was  acting  I  wanted  to  pay  tax  of  a  colored  boy,  whose  name  1  don't  recall 
now.  I  asked  Mr.  White  how  much  tax  he  was  due,  and  Mr.  White  looked  over 
the  books  (I  remember  now  his  name  was  Cornelius  Martin);  said  he  wa«  due 
$l.dO.  He  paid  it  and  registered  him  afterwards.  When  the  revisers  met  they 
found  a  fi.  fa.  against  him,  and  his  name  was  stricken,  so  I've  been  informed.  I 
know  he  was  not  i)ermitted  to  vote. 

(Contestee's  counsel  objects  to  his  reason  on  account  of  hearsay.) 

Mr.  White  then  took  his  books  and  left  the  office  and  went  to  the  ice  house  of 
J.  L.  Layton.  I  walked  down  there  with  Mr.  Nat.  Hughes,  a  Democrat;  found  Mr. 
White  registering  some  negroes,  and  when  I  walked  in  they  all  ran  out,  except 
Dandey  Whigham.  Mr.  White  claimed  that  I  was  interfering  and  caused  the 
negroes  to  run  off.  I  told  Mr.  White  that  I  had  just  come  down  with  Mr.  Hughes 
and  didn't  know  who  were  in  there.  I  saw  Ed.  Glenn  and  sevei'al  other  negroes, 
whose  names  I  do  not  now  recall,  who  had  been  reported  to  me  as  vagrants  and 
as  being  due  street  taxes  from  town  of  Wadley,  and  I  was  instructed  by  the  mayor 
to  arrest  them,  and  that  was  the  cause  of  their  running.    I  was  marshal  of  Wadley. 

On  another  time  Mr.  White  was  there,  got  there  about  dark,  and  was  in  the 
store  of  W.  E.  Taylor,  and  a  negro  named  Steve  Evans  offered  to  re^ster  and  I 
called  Mr.  White's  attention  to  his  being  a  defaulter.  Mr.  White  paid  his  taxes 
for  him — that  is,  amount  due  State  and  county — and  told  J.  N.  Robinson,  the  con- 
stable, who  held  the  fi.  fa.,  that  he  would  see  that  Mr.  Rivers  paid  him  his  cost. 
Mr.  White  took  the  money  out  of  one  of  his  pockets  and  put  it  in  his  other  pocket, 
and  told  me  he  was  collecting  tax  and  that  was  the  process  he  went  through  in 
paying  it.  I  don't  know  whether  he  turned  it  over  to  the  State  or  not.  Steve 
Evans  was  registered  and  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  That  night  about  10 
o'clock  I  saw  Mr.  White,  in  comi)any  with  I.  F.  Palmer,  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  a 
Democrat,  and  W.  E.  Taylor,  a  Democrat,  go  to  S.  B.  Perkins's  house,  a  Democrat, 
and  wake  him  up,  and  he  came  to  the  door  and  they  registered  him.  They  went 
from  there  to  Taylor's  negro  quarter,  and  entered  the  houses  and  registered  four 
negroes.  These  negroes  all  voted  for  Black  except  one,  who  was  sick.  They  came 
to  the  hotel  that  night,  and  I  asked  Mr.  White  if  he  would  not  remain  over  that 
night  so  that  some  Populists  could  register  the  next  morning.  He  replied  that 
he  could  not.  He  pretended  to  me  that  he  was  going  home,  but  stayed  all  night, 
after  he  had  gotten  in  his  buggy  and  bid  us  good-bye.  Next  morning  I  found 
him  about  sunup  registering  some  railroad  men.  D.  W.  Dunevant,  conductor  on 
the  Wadley  and  Mount  Vernon  Road,  was  asked  by  Mr.  White  to  register.  Mr. 
Dunevant  replied  that  he  had  never  given  in  any  taxes  nor  had  he  ever  paid  any 
taxes,  and  did  not  want  to  register.  Mr.  White  said  it  didn't  make  any  difference, 
and  insisted  on  Dunevant's  registering,  and  he  did  so.  Mr.  Dunevant  is  a  Demo- 
crat. I  did  not  hear  this  conversation  myself.  Mr.  Dunevant  and  Mr.  S.  L.  Peterson 
told  me  so.  I  accused  Mr.  White  of  it  and  he  denied  it.  I  saw  his  name  on  the 
registry  list.  I  looked  on  tax  books  of  1894,  and  Mr.  Dunevant's  name  was  not 
on  it. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  the  grounds  that  the  above  is  hearsay  and 
irrelevant.) 

The  managers  held  the  election  by  railroad  time  and  when  the  hour  for  closing 
came  they  held  the  polls  open  two  and  one-half  minutes  to  allow  Berry  Brown,  a 
Democrat,  time  to  get  there  and  vote. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cohen: 

The  counsel  for  contestee  moves  to  strike  out  the  entire  evidence  of  the  witness 
because  no  notice  is  contained  in  the  contest  petition  charging  the  subject-matter 
which  the  witness  has  testified.  It  was  the  general  understanding  in  the  com- 
munity that  the  registrars  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  who  were  composed  of  two 
Democrats  and  one  Populist,  concurred  in  the  conduct  of  procedure  adopted  and 
signed  the  voters   ist.    I  don't  know  of  my  own  knowledge  what  was  the  action  of 
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the  registrars.  I  did  not  appear  before  the  registrars  with  any  complaint.  I  sent 
a  complaint  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Warren.  I  don't  know  whether  he  presented  it  or  not. 
I  charge  no  unfair  conduct  on  x)art  of  the  board  of  reg^trars.  I  was  not  before 
them,  and  don*t  know  what  they  ^d  except  from  hearsay. 

C.  W.  MOXLEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  January  8, 1896. 

Jno.  a.  Faucett, 
Ordinary  of  McDuffle  County,  Oa. 

Counsel  for  contestant  here  offers  in  evidence  the  copy  of  record  of  the  election 
returns  of  the  cotmty  of  Richmond,  for  the  Congressional  election  for  the  years 
1^92, 1894,  and  1895,  as  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  of  Georgia, 
under  the  certificate  of  the  said  secretary  of  state,  marked  Exhibit  G. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  introduction  of  the  record  of  the  election 
of  1H92  for  Congressman  in  Tenth  Congressional  district,  because 'Congress  has 
already  decided  that  the  contestee  was  entitled  to  his  seat  as  a  result  of  that 
election.  Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  introduction  of  record  for  1894,  because 
both  contestee  and  contestant  mutually  agreed  that  that  election  should  not  be 
binding  on  either,  aud  therefore  all  evidence  on  that  point  would  be  irrelevant.) 

This  concludes  the  taking  of  evidence  on  the  direct  m  McDuffie  County  in  behalf 
of  the  contestant. 

To  Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  at  401  and  404  Temple  Court,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta, 
Fulton  County.  Ga.,  commencinfj  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian  time, 
on  February  27, 1896,  and  continumg  from  day  to  day,  until  the  examination  is  com- 
pleted, before  James  H.  Gilbert,  a  notary  public  of  said  Fulton  County,  Ga..  I  will 
take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  to  wit:  A.  E.  Buck  and 
French  Strange,  both  residents  of  Fulton  County,  Ga. ;  Walter  H.  Johnson,  of 
MoscDgee  County,  Ga.,  and  of  John  A.  Sibley,  of  Berrien  County,  Ga. 

Said  testimony  to  be  used  bv  me  in  my  contest  against  you  for  Representative 
in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

This  testimony  not  to  supersede  the  taking  of  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  of 
the  taking  of  whose  testimony  you  have  already  been  served  with  notice,  in  any 
county,  but  in  addition  thereto. 
This  22d  day  of  February,  1896. 

Thos.  E.  Watson, 
By  his  Attorneys  at  Law, 
Glenn  &  Rountree. 
John  T.  West. 
B.  M.  Gross. 

Personally  appeared  before  me, ,  who  on  oath  says  that  he  this  day  served 

a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black,  by  serving  a  copy  person- 
ally on ,  esq.,  one  of  the  attorneys  representing  him  in  the  contest  case  of 

Tho6.  E.  Watson  r.  James  C.  C.  Black. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this day  of  February,  1896. 

Watson  V,  Black.    In  contest  for  a  seat  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  from  the 

Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

State  op  Georgia,  Fulton  County: 

Office  of  Glenn  &  Rountree, 

Atlanta,  Oa,,  February  26, 1896. 

,  Taking  of  testimony  l)egan  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

i         Appears  for  the  contestant,  W.  C.  Glenn,  esq. ;  appears  for  the  contestee,  Boykin 

r       Wright,  esq. 

FRENCH  STRANGE,  sworn  for  contestant,  testified: 

Direct  examination  by  W.  C.  Glenn,  Esq.: 

(Connsel  for  contestee  respectfully  interposes  objection  to  the  taking  of  testi- 
uony  of  this  witness,  or  any  other  witness,  in  said  cause  on  this  the  28th  day  of 
Pehrnary,  1896,  and  for  cause  of  objection  says  that  contestee  and  his  counsel 
nodved  notice  on  February  22,  at  6.80  p.  m.,  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  service  being 
made  on  Uie  Hon.  J.  R.  Lamar,  of  counsel  for  contestee,  to  the  effect  that  this 
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examination  should  commence  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian  time, 
February  27,  1896,  and  not  on  February  28, 1896;  and  that  in  pursuance  of  said 
notice  counsel  for  contestee  appeared  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned  in  said 
notice  and  was  informed  that  no  examination  would  take  place  on  that  dav. 

Counsel  hereto  prefixes  the  notice  served  upon  contestee's  counsel  in  said  cause. 

For  further  objection  counsel  for  contestee  states  that  he  was  ready  to  cross- 
examine  yesterday  and  by  reason  of  said  postponement  is  not  ready  or  preiMired, 
as  on  yesterday,  to  proceed  with  said  cross-examination. 

Counsel  for  contestant  states  that  when  counsel  for  contestee  called  at  the  place 
for  taking  testimony  on  yesterday  morning  it  was  then  stated  to  counsel  for  con- 
testee that  under  a  misapprehension  the  witnesses  had  been  requested  to  be  here 
on  Friday  instead  of  Thursday,  and  he  was  requested  to  remain,  as  the  examina- 
tion would  proceed  on  Friday  morning.  Counsel  for  contestant  calls  attention  to 
the  language  of  the  notice  as  follows:  '*  Commencing  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy- 
fifth  meridian  time,  on  February  27,  1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until 
the  examination  is  completed.")  ' 

What  is  your  place  of  residence? — A.  West  End,  Fulton  County,  Q-a. 
What  is  your  age?— A.  Fifty-nine. 

How  long  have  you  resided  in  Georgia,  Mr.  Strange? — A.  Eight  or  ten  years. 
What  is  your  profession? — A.  I  was  educated  as  a  lawyer  and  practiced  before 
coming  here.     I  also  edited  a  paper  for  some  time. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  practice  law?— A.  Fifteen  years;  part  of  the  time  in  North 
Carolina  and  part  of  the  time  in  Alabama. 

Q.  What  newspaper  connection  have  you  had  during  your  residence  in  Ala- 
bama?— A.  I  was  part  owner  and  editor  of  the  Opelika  Observer  for  two  or  three 
years. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Augusta  at  any  time  during  any  election  for  member  of  Con- 
gress?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  any  time  during  a  registration? — A.  I  was  there  on  the 
last  day  of  the  registration. 

Q.  At  what  place  in  the  district  were  you? — A.  I  was  at  the  Fourth  Ward  some- 
times and  sometimes  at  the  First  Ward,  in  the  city  of  Augusta. 

Q.  How  lon^  were  you  in  Augusta  on  the  last  day  of  the  registration? — A,  The 
last  day  and  night. 

Q.  At  how  many  of  the  places  where  the  registration  was  going  on  were  you 
present?— A.  Tw^o  only. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  the  localities?— A.  I  think  it  was  the  Fourth  Ward, 
on  Broad  street,  and  the  oth(»r  ward,  at  the  court-house. 

Q.  Now  take  the  first  one.  How  long  were  you  at  the  first  place  you  were  at  that 
day? — A.  I  don't  know  exactly:  I  was  there  several  times. 

Q.  Take  the  first  place  you  were  at  that  day. — A.  I  don't  know  exactly;  I  was 
there  several  times. 

Q.  Take  the  first  place  you  were  at.  What  did  you  see  there  during  that  time? — 
A.  I  was  at  the  Fourth  Ward  first  and  saw  i)eople  registering  there. 

Q.  What  else? — A.  I  saw  ne.in*oes  l>eing  paid  for  registering- being  paid  money. 

Q.  How  many  instances  of  that  sort  did  you  see  at  the  Fourth  Ward? — A.  I 
don't  know  exactly.    I  saw  a  good  many. 

Q.  Give  some  idea  of  the  number. — A.  I  didn't  take  any  special  note  of  the 
number. 

Q.  As  many  as  half  a  dozen? — A.  I  suppose  there  was  as  many  as  half  a  dozen. 

Q.  What  amount  of  money  did  you  see  paid  out  at  any  one  time? — A.  I  didn't 
know  what  the  amount  was,  and  I  didn't  know  the  parties  who  paid  them. 

Q.  Were  the}-  paid  by  white  men  or  black  men? — A.  The  w^liite  men  paid  the 
black  men. 

Q.  Were  those  amounts  all  paid  by  the  same  party  or  different  parties? — A.  By 
different  parties. 

Q.  Under  what  circumstances  were  the  payments  made;  how  did  it  occur? — A. 
After  they  registered  they  were  paid  the  money. 

Q.  Where  was  that  done  with  reference  to  the  place  of  registration:  right  at  the 
plaice  or  was  it  off  some  little  distance? — A.  It  was  at  the  Fourth  Ward;  it  was 
near  there,  just  as  they  came  out  of  the  room. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  else  there  that  day  that  attracted  your  attention  with 
reference  to  the  method  and  manner  of  registration? — A.  I  don't  know  of  any- 
thing that  would  be  testimony. 

Q.  What  did  you  see?  The  House  of  Representatives  will  be  the  judge  of  what 
is  testimony. — ^A.  I  saw  negroes  going  back  and  forth. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  back  and  forth  between  two  registration  places? — A.  I  don't 
know,  only  what  seemed  to  be  the  impression. 
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Q.  Would  the  same  negro  go  into  the  registration  room?— A.  I  don't  know  about 
that. 

Q.  You  saw  negroes  going  to  and  from  the  different  registration  places? — A. 
Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Yon  could  not  tell  the  same  negro  went  into  the  registration  room;  j'ou  could 
not  testify  about  that?— A.  No. 

Q.  Take  the  other  place.  How  many  times  were  you  at  that  place  during  the  day 
while  the  registration  was  going  on?— A.  I  was  there  several  times;  stayed  there 
an  hour  or  so  in  all. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  at  that  place? — A.  I  don't  know  as  I  saw  any  money  paid 
then*. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  else  that  attracted  your  attention  at  this  second  place? — ^A. 
Nothing  except  the  impression  that  was  on  my  mind. 

y.  You  didn^t  see  any  fact? — A.  Not  any  fact. 

(J.  Have  you  stated  all  that  you  observed  during  the  time  you  were  there? — A. 
Yes.  sir. 

Cross-examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq.: 

Q.  Mr.  Strange,  you  don't  know  whether  those  parties  who  registered  voted  at 
the  election  or  not? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  don't  know  for  whom  they  voted  if  they  did  vote? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  the  names  of  any  persons  who  received  any  money? — A.  No, 
air. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  the  amount  of  money  that  you  did  see  received  by  those 
four  or  five  or  six  was  10  cents — was  not  that  the  amount  you  saw  or  understood? — 
A.  1  think  it  was  10  cents. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  money  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  street-car  fare  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  street-car  fare  to  and  from  their  places  of  business? — A.  No, 
sir:  I  don't. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  to  the  contrary? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

French  Strange. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[seal.]  James  H.  Gilbert. 

Notary  Public,  Fulton  County,  Oa, 

A.  E.  BUCK,  sworn  for  the  contestant,  testified: 

Direct  examination  by  W.  C.  Glenn,  Esq.: 

1^.  Where  do  you  reside,  Colonel? — A.  In  this  city. 

Q.  For  how  long? — A.  Twenty-three  years. 

Q.  What  positions  have  you  held  in  this  State  under  the  Federal  Government? — 
A.  Clerk  of  the  United  States  courts.  United  States  marshal,  and  I  was  United 
States  commissioner  for  a  while. 

At  present  you  hold  no  official  position  of  any  character? — A.  No,  sir. 
You  came  here  from  what  State? — A.  Alabama. 
How  long  had  you  lived  in  Alabama?— A.  From  1866  to  1873. 
What  is  your  native  State? — A.  Maine. 

Q.  What  have  been  your  political  predilections  since  you  have  been  South, 
CoCmel?— A.  I  think  they  have  been  Republican,  generally  on  that  line. 

Q.  What  have  been  your  opportunities,  Colonel,  during  the  last  five  years  or 
nx  years  to  know  the  drift  of  sentiment  in  the  attitude  occupied  by  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  this  State  toward  political  questions  that  have  arisen,  and  what 
have  b^en'yoar  opportunities  for  knowing  the  attitude  of  Republicans  on  ques- 
tioiw  that  have  arisen  and  of  the  leaders  of  that  party  with  reference  to  the  ques- 
tions that  have  arisen  in  this  State? — A.  1  think  they  have  been  good. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  constant  touch  and  contact  with  the  organization  of  the 
party  and  its  leaders  during  those  vears? — A.  I  have,  except  during  the  summer 
of  1^.       . 

9-  In  18^)5  what  were  yonr  opportunities  for  knowing  and  understanding  the 
attitnde  and  position  of  the  Republicans  of  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in 
1^),  when  the  special  election  for  Congressman  took  place?— A.  I  think  they  were 
verreood- 

Q.  How  far.  Colonel,  did  the  Republicans  as  an  organization  act  in  sjrmpathy 
^ui  the  election  of  Maj.  J.  C.  C.  Black  in  1895  at  that  special  election?— A.  As  far 
as  I  know  they  were  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Watson  and  supported  hun 
generally. 

Q.  What  about  this — I  read  from  the  testimony  of  Judge  Eve  as  it  is  sent  to 
^'   '*  I  know  that  he  had  the  support  of  all  the  white  Republicans.    Both  the 
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Democrats  and  Republicans  worked  to  secure  the  election  of  Black.  They  did 
this  because  the  Populists  assailed  the  Republicans  as  well  and  as  bitterly  as  they 
did  the  Democrats.  The  business  men  and  professional  men  of  the  South  thought 
Mr.  Watson's  success  would  be  injurious  to  the  State — the  interest  of  the  State. 
The  colored  people  became  aroused  over  Mr.  Watson's  attack  on  the  x)eople  of 
Atlanta— on  tne  Democrats  because  they  allowed  a  Republican,  Judge  Speer,  and 
Booker  Washington  to  speak  at  the  opening  of  the  exposition,  and  the  judge  to 
open  the  exposition  by  an  address."  Now,  Colonel,  what  do  you  know  of  the  atti- 
tude of  the  white  Republicans  of  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  toward  the 
candidacy  of  Mr.  Watson? — A.  I  know  of  no  white  Republicans  who  were  opposed 
to  him. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  leading  Republicans  of  that  district  are  yon  acquainted 
witn — confine  yourself  to  the  white  Republicans  first— what  proportion  of  the 
leading  white  Republicans? — A.  We  have  very  few  white  Republicans  in  that 
district. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  do  you  know  personally — what  proportion? — ^A.  The 
leading  white  Republicans;  I  should  say  the  most  of  them. 

Q.  What  was  their  attitude? — A.  So  far  as  I  know,  they  were  for  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  What  about  Republican  opposition  to  Mr.  Watson  on  account  of  any  attack 
on  Judge  Speer's  opening  the  exposition? — A.  I  never  heard  any  intimation  of  it 
before. 

Q.  What  about  Republican  opposition  to  Mr.  Wataon  on  account  of  his  refer- 
ences to  Booker  Washington  having  made  a  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  exposi- 
tion?— A.  I  never  heard  of  it  until  this  moment. 

Q.  Has  that  attitude  toward  him  been  in  the  minds  of  the  Republicans  of  this 
State  that  you  have  ever  heard  of  l^eforeV — A.  Never  to  my  knowlege. 

Q.  What  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  the  Republicans  would  have  favored  the 
election  of  Mr.  Watsou  rather  than  the  election  of  Mr.  Black? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  question  and  any  answer  thereto 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  irrelevant  and  that  the  reasons  of  this  witness  for  think- 
ing one  way  or  the  other  can  not  illustrate  the  issue  before  the  committee  or 
before  Congress. ) 

A.  Because  the  Republicans  and  Populists  were  in  common  as  to  a  declaration 
for  an  honest  ballot  and  a  fair  count,  and  the  Republicans  believed  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Populists  would  secure  that.  Further,  our  State  committee  in  the 
summer  of  1894  declared  by  resolution  that  any  Republicans  supporting  the 
Democratic  ticket  would  be  looked  upon  with  suspicion  and  condemning  the  taking 
of  such  a  position.  It  was  believed  by  the  Republicans  that  the  success  of  Mr. 
Watson  in  that  district  would  give  courage  to  our  party  in  the  belief  that  it 
would  strengthen  the  Populists  and  the  Republicans  in  their  ability  to  secure 
honest  elections  in  tiie  end. 

Q.  How  far  did  the  vote  in  Richmond  County  in  the  regular  election  contribute 
to  that  opinion  in  the  mind  of  the  Republicans,  the  election  at  which  the  16,000 
or  18,000  ballots  were  cast?— A.  To  a  very  great  degree. 

Q.  What  was  the  opinion  entertained  in  regard  to  the  vote  cast  for  Mr.  Black  in 
the  county  of  Richmond  in  1894? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  being  one  inquiring  not  only 
for  an  opinion  of  the  witness,  but  of  witness's  opinion  of  the  Republican  party's 
opinion,  and  as  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  issue,  and  an  injection  into  a  judicial 
investigation  of  matter  not  pertinent  to  any  phase  of  the  case. ) 

A.  That  it  was  a  wholesale  fraud. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  district  at  anytime  just  prior  to  the  election  of  1895 f — A.  I 
was  not. 

Cross-examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq.: 

Q.  Colonel,  aside  from  your  official  positions  which  you  have  held,  you  have  also 
held  positions  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  party,  political  positions,  have  you  not? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have. 

Q.  I  will  ask  von  if  you  are  not  actively  engaged  in  the  canvass  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  in  behalf  of  Mr.  McKinley?— A.  I  am. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  certain  Republicans,  white  and  colored  Republicans  of 
Richmond  County  and  the  Tenth  Congressional  district,  differ  frm  you  on  that 
score,  and  that  they  favor  Mr.  Reed? — A.  I  don't  know  that  they  do. 

Q.  Do  you  not  mow  that  prominent  Republicans  in  Richmond  County  have 
favored  and  do  favor  Mr.  Reed's  canvass  for  the  Presidency?— A.  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge of  it.  I  know  they  had  an  election  there  and  electea  McKinley  delegates  to 
the  convention.    I  don't  know  how  many  there  are. 

Q.  Wasn't  there  a  considerable  split  m  the  party  in  the  Tenth  Congressional 
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district  which  was  healed  only  just  preyious  to  the  late  meeting  of  the  district 
convention? — A.  There  have  been  some  antagonisms  between  the  leaders  there;  I 
don't  know  that  it  is  a  spUt. 

Q.  Yon  sav  yon  don't  Know  any  prominent  white  Repnblicans  or  colored  Repnb- 
licans  in  Richmond  Connty  who  supported  Mr.  Black  in  preference  to  Mif.  Wat- 
son?—A.  I  think  Mr.  Lyons,  a  leading  Republican,  supported  Mr.  Black. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  the  Stallings  are  prominent  white  Republicans  and  that 
they  supported  Mr.  Black?— A.  I  don't  know  they  supported  him.  I  supposed 
they  sapported  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Why  do  vou  think  so? — A.  Because  the  party  had  made  a  declaration  that 
any  member  of  the  party  supporting  a  Democratic  candidate  would  be  looked  upon 
with  su^icion. 

Q.  Dicm't  they  also  at  the  same  time  make  a  declaration  against  their  supporting 
any  pohtical  party  except  the  Republican  party? — A.  1  don't  recollect  that  they 
did. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  a  resolution  to  that  effect  was  finally  adopted  instead 
of  the  one  you  mentioned  in  regard  to  the  Democratic  party? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 
I  was  away  when  the  convention  met.  I  only  read  the  proceedings;  it  is  possible 
some  resolution  could  have  been  passed.  I  can  get  the  resolutions  and  look  over 
them  and  see. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  Colonel  Dyer,  president  of  the  Augusta  Street  Railway 
Company,  president  of  the  Augusta  Electric  Light  Company,  and  the  agent  for 
large  investments  for  foreign  capitalists  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  a  prominent  Repub- 
lican there;  do  you  not  know  that  he  supported  Major  Black? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  don't  know  to  the  contrary? — A.  I  don't  know.  I  have  never  known 
until  recently  that  he  claimed  to  be  a  Republican  at  all;  not  until  a  few  months 
ago. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  that  Mr.  A.  W.  Wimberly,  editor  of  a  Republican  news- 
paper in  Augusta,  supported  Mr.  Black  editorially  and  otherwise?— A.  I  do  not 
recollect. 

Q.  You  don't  know  to  the  contrary,  do  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  Floyd  there,  a  prominent  Republican  in  the  county  of 
Richmond;  I  have  forgotten  his  name;  he  is  a  teacher  there;  used  to  be  in  the  post- 
office;  that  he  supported  Major  Black? — A.  There  is  a  man  there  by  that  name^ 
S.  H.  Floyd — but  1  don't  know,  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  You  don't  know  to  the  contrary? — A.  I  don't;  I  was  away  during  the  cam- 
paign mostly. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  are  not  conversant  with  the  political  preferences  of 
the  Republicans  in  Richmond  County?— A.  Not  in  Richmond;  I  don't  claim  to  be 
conversant  with  them  in  Richmond  County  any  further  than  I  have  said. 

Q.  These  names  I  have  mentioned  you  recognize  as  prominent  Republicans? — 
A  I  do,  except  Mr.  Dyer;  I  didn't  know  until  lately  that  he  claimed  to  be  a  Repub- 
lican. 

Q.  Colonel,  you  were  not  in  the  district  or  in  Augusta  at  the  time  Mr.  Watson 
made  his  fin;)eech  previous  to  the  last  election  in  which  he  referred  to  Booker  Wash- 
ington and  Judge  Speer? — A.  I  was  not. 

<j.  You  say  you  were  not  even  conversant  with  the  fact  he  had  made  such  ref- 
erence to  them  in  his  speeches? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  and  can  not  be  conversant  with  the  feeling  that  speech  created 
in  Richmond  County? — A.  I  would  have  thought  I  would  have  heard  from  it  if  it 
had  created  such  a  feeling. 

Q.  You  were  out  of  the  State  at  that  time?— A.  I  was  not  out  of  the  State  at 
the  time  they  were  made. 

Q.  I  was  speaking  of  the  speech  in  September. — A.  I  got  back  to  the  city  about 
the  middle  of  September. 

Q.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  editorials  a^earing  in  the  Republican  newspapers 
of  Aagusta,  editorially  or  not,  up>on  Mr.  Watson's  attitude  toward  the  colored 
people  and  toward  what  he  termed  as  carpet-baggers?— A.  I  am  not,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  such  editorials  did  appear  during  the  Con- 
gressional campaign  in  Augusta? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  a  single  Republican,  white  or  colored,  in  Richmond  County 
that  voted  or  supported  Mr.  Watson?  If  so,  please  name  him? — A.  I  could  not  say 
as  to  any  person  in  Richmond  County.  I  don't  know  how  they  voted.  I  could 
not  sav. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  prominent  Republican  in  the  countv  of  Hancock,  white 
or  colored,  that  supported  Mr.  Watson? — A.  I  don't  recollect  any  now.  My 
information  is  gpeneral  as  to  that. 

<j.  Your  opinion  has  been  asked  by  counsel  for  contestant  as  to  what  the  Repub- 
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lican  opinion  was  of  the  vote  in  Richmond  County  in  1894.  It  may  be  just  as 
proper  for  me  to  ask  in  this  connection  what  was  the  Republicans'  opinion  of  the 
great  excesses  in  Lincoln,  Columbia,  McDuffie,  and  Warren,  Populist  counties, 
for  that  year?— A.  I  didn't  know  that  was  the  fact. 

Q.  You  are  not  aware  that  the  vote  of  Columbia  County  was  in  excess  of  its 
regular  vote  more  than  three  times  the  excess  of  the  vote  of  Richmond  County?— 
A.  I  am  not. 

The  Witness:  I  have  examined  the  newspaper  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Republican  convention  of  1894.  I  find  that  there  was  an  additional  resolution 
offered,  which  seems  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  convention,  declaring  in  effect 
that  Republicans  should  not  support,  speak  for.  or  work  for  either  party  other  than 
the  Republican  party,  such  as  you  suggest.  The  resolutions  sent  me,  however, 
did  not  contain  anything  such  as  you  suggest. 

A.  S.  Buck. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  James  H.  Gilbert, 

I^otary  Pithlic,  Fulton  County,  Ga, 

JOHN  A.  SIBLEY,  sworn  for  contestant,  testified: 

Direct  examination  by  W.  C.  Glenn,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  live?— A.  I  live  in  Berrien  County,  Ga.  I  formerly  lived  in 
Cobb  County  and  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  Richmond  County.  I  lived  in  Augusta 
from  1861  until  the  spring  of  1892.  I  lived  in  Cobb  County  from  1887  until  a  year 
ago.    I  am  now  living  at  Tifton,  Berrien  County. 

Q.  Have  you  relatives  in  Augusta? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Who  are  they? — A.  The  Sibleys,  D'Antignacs,  and  Eves. 

Q.  Judge  Eve's  family? — A.  Yes;  he  is  a  connection  on  my  mother's  side,  and  the 
D*Antignacs  on  my  father's  side. 

Q.  What  is  the  relationship  between  you  and  Mr.  D'Antignac? — A.  As  pleasant 
as  could  be. 

Q.  What  relationship  is  there  between  you? — A.  His  mother  is  my  first  cousin. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Augusta  on  the  day  of  the  special  election  for  Congres^sman  in 
18'J.")? — A.  I  was  there  until  1  o'clock. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  to  the  polling  place'? — A.  I  think  10  o'clock  when  I  got 
to  the  court-house — along  there. 

Q.  What  polling  places  did  you  visit? — A.  The  First,  Second,  and  Third  wards. 
Where  was  the  first  i)lace  you  went? — A.  To  the  court-house. 
How  long  did  you  remain  there? — A.  I  suppose  half  an  hour. 
What  m*^n  did  you  recoj^iizo  there  as  Democrats? — A.  William  D'Antignac, 
young  Eve,  Ed  Sibley,  Henry  North,  one  of  the  election  managers  there,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  and  John  Sheehan. 

Q.  How  many  boxes  did  they  have  at  the  court-house? — A.  Thev  had  two. 

Q,  How  were  they  located  with  reference  to  each  other? — A.  I'hey  had  one  at 
the  side  facing  Hawk's  Gulley  for  the  whites,  and  on  the  other  side,  facing  Rich- 
mond Academy,  was  the  box  for  colored  voters. 

Q.  What  sujwrvision  or  oversight  could  a  manager  at  one  of  those  boxes  have, 
or  could  he  have  had,  over  the  other  box? — A.  Not  any. 

Q.  Why? — A.  Because  they  were  on  different  sides  of  the  building  and  he  could 
not  see  the  voter  jus  he  approached  the  window.  When  his  attention  was  directed 
to  one  box,  it  would  be  drawn  from  the  other.  It  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
oversee  the  two  boxes.     He  could  not  see  the  two  boxes. 

Q.  While  his  eye  would  be  engaged  on  one  box,  how  alxjut  the  other? — A.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  a  man  to  watch  both  boxes.  If  his  attention  was  directed 
to  one  ho  could  not  see  the  voter  at  the  other. 

Q.  Was  the  voting  rapid? — A.  It  was  quiet  at  the  white  box,  but  regular  at  the 
negro  box. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  D'Antignac  do  there?— A.  I  saw  him  go  up  to  Eve  and  get 
names.  Eve  was  standing  there  with  a  book  on  which  he  had  the  names  of  voters, 
and  D'Antignac  would  go  and  get  a  name  and  give  it  to  the  person  who  was  going 
to  vote,  and  he  would  vote  under  that  name,  and  then  he  would  pay  him  for  it 
when  he  left  the  polls. 

Q.  Pay  him  what';*— A.  Pay  him  money. 

Q.  How  often  did  that  happen?— A.  It  happened  with  every  man.  He  paid 
every  man  he  voted. 

Q.  How  many?— A.  Five  or  six  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  Did  that  payment  take  place  before  or  after  he  voted?— A.  It  took  place 
afterwards. 
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Q.  Where  did  the  payment  take  place? — A.  Right  close  up  to  the  court-house, 
by  a  little  walk  that  was  there. 

0.  Who  was  William  D'Antignac  voting  these  people  for? — A.  For  Mr.  Black. 

(J.  What  was  Sibley  and  these  other  persons  doing? — A.  They  were  there  laugh- 
ing and  talking  to  me.  I  had  not  seen  them  for  some  time.  There  was  a  person 
there  1  noticed,  and  I  asked  his  name,  and  he  told  me  he  was  Bryant  Lawrence, 
one  of  the  best  heelers  in  the  city. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  Lawrence  was  doin^? — A.  Helping  in  the  same  business. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  stating  the  hearsay  language  of 
other  parties,  the  same  being  illegal,  irrelevant,  and  incompetent.) 

y.  What  did  Mr>  Sibley  say  he  was  there  for? — A.  He  (Lawrence)  was  there  as 
a  heeler.    I  think  Sibley  has  since  been  appointed  registrar. 

Q.  Who  was  he  talking  to  when  he  said  this? — A.  To  me;  we  hadn't  seen  each 
other  for  some  time. 

Q.  Was  he  the  one  that  had  the  pad  with  the  names  in  his  hand?— A.  Eve  was 
the  one. 

Q.  Was  any  conversation  had  between  Eve  and  Sibley? — A.  No. 

(J.  Was  there  any  conversation  between  Sibley  and  D'Antignac?— A.  No. 

Q.  Who  else  was  taking  part  in  obtaining  the  names  and  doing  the  voting? — ^A, 
D'Antignac. 

y.  What  did  Sibley  tell  you  the  method  was? — A.  He  didn't  tell  me  any  method 
at  all.  I  could  see  the  method.  There  .was  no  need  for  him  to  tell  me.  I  asked 
hiin  who  that  nicely  dressed  man  was  and  he  told  me  it  was  Bryant  Lawrence^ 
one  of  the  best  heelers  in  the  city. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  again  objects  and  protests  against  the  witness  being 
asked  or  giving  testimony  the  hearsay  of  other  parties. ) 

Q.  What  did  Sibley  say  this  man's  name  was? — A.  Bryant  Lawrence,  one  of 
the  best  heelers  in  the  city. 

0.  What  else  did  he  say? — A.  He  was  a  member  of  council. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  there? — A.  He  was  in  and  out;  sort  of  superintendent,  1 
should  say.  seeing  that  the  thing  was  going  on  as  lie  wanted  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  this  man  was  doing;  who  was  he  talking  to,  this  heeler, 
Bryant  Lawrence? — A.  I  didn't  pay  special  attention  to  him;  only  noticed  him 
looking  after  things  there,  and  I  asked  who  he  was  and  Ed.  Sibley  told  rae. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing? — A.  He  was  just  goin«,t  in  and  out.  seeing  the  men.  I 
don't  remember  seeing  him  vote  any  negroes,  but  he  was  referred  to  as  one  of  the 
finest  hw*lers  in  the  city.  I  saw  him  speaking  o  D'Antignac.  I  didn't  pay  special 
attention  to  him,  but  saw  him  around  there,  and  I  knew  young  D'Antignac  i^er- 
sonally.    I  know  him  well,  and  I  saw  him  vote  the  men  and  then  do  the  paying. 

(4.  For  what  s])ac<»  of  time  did  you  see  D'Antignac  there?— A.  1  saw  him  there 
until  Clerk  Keener  came  up  and  said  that  D'Antignac  was  needed  at  the  First 
Wanl. 

Q.  Who  was  Clerk  Keener? — A.  Clerk  of  the  court. 

Q.  Not  one  of  the  manag(»rs'  clerks  of  the  election  that  day? — A.  No;  he  was 
one  of  the  county  officials:  Clerk  of  the  court  there,  W.  E.  Keener. 

Q.  D'Antignac  then  went  off? — A.  No;  I  went  first;  I  went  ahead  of  him.  I 
wanted  to  get  there  before  he  did. 

Q.  Did  D'Antignac  go? — A.  I  went  and  got  there  before  he  got  there. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  at  the  First  Ward?— A.  At  the  Fii-st  Ward  I  met  Mr. 
Heard  and  Mr.  Garrett  and  Mr.  Cohen. 

Q.  What  happened  then? — A.  Just  as  I  came  up  an  electric  car  came  up  and 
stopped.  It  was  crowded.  There  was  a  big  majority  of  negroes  on  this  car.  I 
thonj^ht  I  would  go  on  and  see  what  they  did.  1  was  expecting  another  car  along 
in  a  few  minutes,  but  they  got  off  before  I  did.  The  car  was  crowdwl  so  I  could 
n^t  get  on. 

V-  What  did  you  see  at  that  place? — A.  I  was  there  and  conversed  with  these 
jjentlemen  a  few  minutes.  Things  seemed  to  be  (juiet  there.  Next  to  the  voting 
place  was  an  alley,  and  persons  would  come  out  of  that  allev  and  come  around  and 
Tote. 

Q.  What  sort  of  alley  was  that? — A.  Just  a  little  alley. 

Q.  Did  anyone  come  with  them  when  they  came  up  to  vote? — A.  As  a  rule  they 
came  by  themselves. 

Q.  Were  those  that  came  out  of  the  alley  white  or  black? — A.  It  was  black  peo- 
ple who  came  froili  ther<». 

_Q.  Where  did  you  go  from  there?— A.  To  the  Third  Ward,  back  of  the  Planters*^ 
Hotel. 

9-  What  did  you  see  at  that  ward? — A.  I  didn't  see  anything  there;  it  was  nearly 
tram  time.    I  had  to  leave  and  take  my  train. 
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p.  How  long  were  von  at  the  second  place  yon  went  to? — ^A.  Only  five  or  ten 
minntes,  something  like  that. 

Q.  The  last  place,  how  lonff  were  you  there? — A.  Not  over  fonr  or  five  minutes. 

Q.  You  didn't  give  those  last  two  places  the  same  observation  you  did  the 
first? — ^A.  No,  I  did  not;  I  saw  enough  at  the  Second  Ward  to  see  how  things  were 
going  on. 

Q.  Did  you  express  any  opinion  or  statement  of  fact  as  to  what  you  saw  there 
to  anyone  you  saw? — A.  Nearly  every  Democrat  I  met  wanted  to  impress  me  with 
the  fact  there  was  going  to  be  an  honest  election. 

Q.  Mr.  I.  T.  Heard,  is  he  the  man  you  are  talking  about? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a 
brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Black;  they  married  sisters,  I  believe. 

Q.  Mr.  Heard  says  this:  **  I  saw  Mr.  Sibley  at  this  polling  place,  and  I  know 
him.  We  shook  hands,  and  after  shaking  hands  were  talking  about  the  election, 
and  he  told  me  he  had  been  all  over  the  State  and  district,  and  that  the  registra- 
tion law  seemed  to  be  giving  general  satisfaction,  and  everything  seemed  to  be 
fair  as  possible  and  quiet,  and  he  had  never  seen  anything  fairer  or  quieter.  He 
told  this  to  me  and  Mr.  Garrett.  He  was  just  off  from  a  stumping  tour  of  the 
district  in  the  interests  of  Mr.  Watson."  Did  you  say  that  to  Mr.  Heard  or  Mr. 
Garrett? — A.  No;  they  got  it  mixed  up.  Here  is  my  opinion  of  that  election  writ- 
ten that  day.    [Exhibiting  newspaper.]    That  was  written  the  night  of  the  election. 

Q.  What  does  that  appear  in? — A.  It  appears  in  the  People's  Party  Paper,  Octo- 
ber 4;  the  election  was  October  2. 

The  paper  referred  to  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  Exhibit  A. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  witness  introducing  his  correspondence  to  the 
People's  Party  Paper  as  his  evidence,  the  same  being  irrelevant,  illegal,  and  incom- 
petent.) 

Q.  State  what  occurred  between  Mr.  Heard  and  yourself? — A.  As  soon  as  I  came 
up,  as  well  as  I  remember,  he  says,  '•  Jolm,  we  are  going  to  have  an  honest  elec- 
tion," and  I  told  him  I  was  glad  to  hear  that;  I  was  specially  impressed  with  the 
nice  way  they  got  along  in  Washington  County.  *' There  was  a  county  where 
even  those  opposed  to  the  Democratic  registrars  congratulated  them  on  their  good 
work,  and  as  far  as  Washington  County  was  concerned  there  was  going  to  be  an 
honest  election,*' 

Q.  What  did  you  say  about  the  election  in  Richmond  County  that  day  going  to 
be  an  honest  election? — ^A.  I  did  not  say  it,  or  express  myself  so  to  anyone  only  in 
the  deepest  sarcasm;  but  my  Democratic  friends  tried  to  impress  me  with  the  fact 
that  there  was  going  to  be  an  honest  election,  saying,  **  This  election  will  be  fair." 

Q.  Did  you  ever  give  any  opinion  or  concur  in  the  expression  that  it  was  a  fair 
election? — ^A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Was  it  your  real  opinion  that  it  was  an  honest  election? — A.  No;  it  was  not. 
It  was  that  it  was  not  an  honest  election.  I  made  this  statement  that  I. didn't 
believe  that  the  registration  list  would  be  overrun. 

Q.  That  they  would  not  vote  over  the  registration  list? — A.  That  they  would 
not  vote  over  the  registration  list;  yes. 

Q.  There  would  be  that  much  fairness  in  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  left  there  what  hour?— A.  On  the  train  leaving  about  12  or  1  o'clock;  I 
don't  recollect  just  the  minute. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  live  in  Richmond  County? — ^A.  From  1861  to  1882,  with 
the  exception  of  the  time  I  was  at  school. 

Were  you  in  the  county  during  the  election  of  1894? — A.  I  was. 
Were  you  there  on  the  day  of  the  election? — A.  I  was. 

At  how  many  polling  places  were  you  that  day? — A,  Only  to  the  court-house 
that  day. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  there  that  day? — A.  It  was  toward  the  close  of  the  day. 
They  were  bringing  in  the  reports  from  the  other  precincts.  They  had  their  banos 
of  music  and  the  band  would  play  while  the  men  voted,  and  when  they  got  through 
voting  they  would  get  in  the  wagons  and  drive  off,  and  other  wagons  would  come 
in  and  take  their  places,  and  they  would  vote  and  go  on  off. 

Q.  At  how  many  polling  places  did  you  hear  those  same  bands? — A.  I  don't 
remember  going  to  any  other  places,  but  the  men  in  charge  would  hurry  them  in 
from  the  wagons  and  vote  them,  and  then  they  would  get  in  the  wagon  and  go  on 
off  and  another  wagon  would  come  up  and  they  would  be  voted  in  the  same  way 
and  hurried  on  off. 

Q.  The  men  in  charge  took  the  same  sauad  with  them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  would 

f:o  off  with  the  same  men;  he  would  take  ms  crowd  along,  after  having  voted  them, 
t  looked  like  a  big  holiday;  the  bands  of  music  were  playing  up  and  down  the 
streets  the  entire  day. 
Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  talk  with  anybody  about  that  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Can  yoQ  mention  any  gentleman  with  whom  yon  had  any  talk  abont  that 
election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who? — A.  The  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  of  that  district. 

Q.  Who  was  he?— A.  Mr.  Wright. 

(j.  The  counsel  present  here? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  have  that  conversation? — A.  On  the  Georgia  Railroad  train, 
going  into  Augusta. 

Q.  How  long  after  that  election? — A.  I  think  it  was  a  month  or  so;  probably 
less  time  than  that.    I  have  forgotten  the  exact  time  I  was  called  to  Augusta. 

( Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  any  conversation  had  with  anyone  else,  whether 
the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee,  or  other  person,  respecting 
the  election  of  1894,  as  being  irrelevant,  illegal,  and  incompetent  to  the  issue. ) 

Q.  What  was  that  conversation?— A.  I  was  joking  him  in  reference  to  the  enor- 
mous vote  cast  at  Augusta  in  that  election,  and  of  the  way  they  had  put  in  so 
many  more  votes  than  they  had  need  for.  In  the  Third  Ward  it  was  claimed  that 
they  had  put  in  2,000  ballots  more  than  they  needed,  and  had  taken  them  out 
without  counting  them.  I  said  it  was  an  error  in  the  boys  to  do  so.  He  said, 
"Nor  it  was  **  criminal  in  them  making  such  a  blunder  as  that." 

Cross-examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Sibley,  how  long  have  you  been  a  Populist? — A.  Since  1893. 

Q.  You  have  made  some  unsuccessful  races  for  Congress  yourself,  have  you 
not?— A.  Only  one. 

In  what  district  was  that? — A.  In  the  Seventh. 
You  do  not  reside  in  that  district  now,  do  you? — A.  No. 
Tou  have  been  an  active  and  ardent  supporter  of  the  Populist  ticket  ever  since 
yon  have  been  a  member  of  the  party? — A.  1  have. 

Q.  You  were  engaged  in  the  canvass  in  the  Tenth  district  for  Mr.  Watson? — ^A. 
Ye8. 

Q.  You  say  that  all  told  on  the  day  of  the  election  ^ou  were  at  the  court-house 
not  exceeding  half  an  hour  and  at  the  First  and  Third  wards,  respectively,  not 
exceeding  four  or  five  minutes?— A.  I  think  that  is  about  the  time  I  was  there  at 
each  one.  It  could  not  have  been  over  fifteen  minutes  at  either  the  First  or  Third 
Ward. 

9*  You  were  there  as  the  friend  of  Mr.  Watson  to  make  a  survey  of  what  was 
going  on? — A.  Yes;  and  for  my  own  satisfaction. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  commented  on  the  fairness  of  the  Richmond  County  elec- 
tion only  in  a  spirit  of  sarcasm? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  use  that  sarcasm,  and  how  did  they  receive  it — as  sar- 
caam?- A.  1  don't  know  how  they  received  it.    That  is  with  them. 

Q.  Do  jrou  think,  Mr.  Sibley,  that  you  or  any  other  witness,  by  going  to  a  ward 
and  remaining  at  each  ward  four  or  five  minutes  only  and  then  hurrying  to  the 
train,  the  midday  train,  could  occupy  an  attitude  that  would  justify  you  in  swear- 
ing as  to  what  transpired,  whether  fairness  or  lack  of  fairness,  at  those  respective 
wards?— A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  think  that  you  could  swear  to  facts  that  would  bear  upon  and  give  light 
as  to  the  fairness  at  the  First  and  Third  wards? — A.  At  the  First  and  Third  wards, 
all  that  struck  me  at  the  First  Ward  was  the  anxiety  to  get  those  voters  away,  and 
"^nd  them  on  before  the  next  squad  came. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that? — A.  Because  I  was  there  when  the  order  was  sent 
to  hmry  them  along.  It  was  not  expected  that  D'Antignac  would  go  there  simply 
as  an  individual. 

Q.  Mr.  Sibley,  you  have  spoken  very  positively  that  your  reason  for  judging  what 
«xtrurred  at  the  First  ana  Third  wards  was  that  you  were  present  at  another 
ward  at  the  time  when  orders  were  given  that  bunches  of  negroes  should  be  car- 
ried from  that  ward  to  the  First  and  Third?— A.  I  didn't  make  that  statement. 
All  I  said  was  that  D'Antignac  was  told  he  was  needed  at  the  First  Ward.  The 
order  was  given  that  he  was  needed  there. 

Q.  Now,  that  is  true — when  we  come  back  to  the  First — that  you  didn't  hear  any 
order  given  at  any  ward  for  the  bunches  of  ne^oes  to  move  on,  either  to  the  First 
or  Third  Ward? — A.  The  order  was  for  D'Antigrnac  to  go — that  he  was  needed  at 
the  First  Ward;  that  was  the  order. 

Q.  Mr.  Sibley,  you  have  not  answered  my  question.  I  hardly  think  it  your  pur- 
Iwee  to  evade,  but  I  will  again  respectfully  ask  that  you  answer  the  question. 

^Comisel  for  contestant  objected  to  the  form  of  the  question  as  to  *'  evade,"  the 
form  of  the  question  being  objected  to. ) 

The  question  is  read  by  the  stenographer,  and  the  witness  answered: 

A.  The  order  was  that  D'Antignac  was  needed  at  the  First  Ward.    I  heard 
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nothing  bat  that.    I  saw  Mr.  Sandy  Cohen  load  negroes  at  the  First  Ward  and 
send  them  up  the  street. 

Q.  You  have  already  sworn  that  you  did  not  know  where  these  parties  went  who 
got  on  the  electric  car  at  the  First  Ward.  Am  I  correct  in  saying  that':' — A.  They 
went  up  the  street  toward  the  other  wards. 

Q.  They  followed  the  track  on  Broad  street,  did  they  not? — A.  The  car  was  on 
the  track  there;  they  were  in  the  car. 

Q.  The  car  was  moving  westward?— A.  It  was  going  up  toward  Hawk's  GuUey. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  know  with  reference  to  that  tact,  is  it? — A.  Well,  yes;  except 
that  they  were  moving  coutiuuoasly.  I  observed  that  the  electric  cars  were  used 
continuously  to  transport  people  from  one  precinct  to  another. 

Q.  How  (lid  it  strike  yon.  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  negroes  from  one  pre- 
cinct to  another? — A.  I  would  see  cars  going  back  and  forth  from  different  parts 
of  thn  city  loaded  with  negroes,  oeating  drums  and  playing  lifes;  with  drum  beat- 
ing especially,  passing  to  and  fro  through  the  city  of  Augusta  all  that  morning. 

§.  Name  any  car — all  you  saw— of  your  own  knowledge. — ^A.  1  saw  one  car 
going  south. 

Q.  Loaded  with  negroes? — A.  Loaded  with  negroes. 

Q.  That  is  one? — A.  Yes;  and  drum  beating,  and  I  saw  Mr.  Sandy  Cohen  load 
another  car  and  send  it  northward. 

Q.  That  is  the  one  you  have  already  referred  to? — A.  That  is  the  one. 

Q.  Name  the  third  that  you  can  swear  to  of  your  own  knowledge  that  was 
loaded  and  started  off. — A.  I  can't  name  any  other.  Two  impressed  me  as  being 
sufficient  to  show  they  were  going  to  other  wards. 

Q.  Now,  from  tlie  general  statement  of  two  cars  going  to  and  fro  you  now  come 
to  the  statement  that  they  refer  only  to  the  statement  of  one  car  going  west  and 
one  car  going  east;  am  I  correct  in  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  business  are  you  engaged  in  now,  Mr.  Sibley? — A.  Real  estate  and 
fruit  growing:. 

Q.  Mr.  Sibley,  what  denomination  of  money  was  it  that  you  saw  Mr.  D'Antignac 
give  to  these  four  or  live  or  six  negroes  that  you  say  you  saw  him  give  money 
to? — A.  Ten  cents. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  there  was  no  purpose  or  intention  and  that  it  was 
impossible  to  buy  a  vote  for  10  cents,  but  that  the  purpose  of  Mr.  D'Antignac  was 
simply  to  give  a  '"tip"  to  the  negroes  whom  he  was  influencing  and  seeking  to 
influence  to  vote  for  Mr.  Black,  a  tip  for  the  purpose  ot  getting  a  sandwich,  or 
riding  on  the  street  car,  or  something  of  that  kind;  and  don't  you  know,  as  a  citi- 
zen residing  in  the  South,  that  nothing  is  more  customary  whenever  a  negro  has 
waited  on  a  gentleman  and  done  him  an  act  of  kindness  or  courtesy  that  he  should 
tip  him? 

(Counsel  for  contestant  objected  to  the  question  on  the  ground  that  it  is  incom- 
petent and  irrelevant  and  calling  for  a  mere  opinion  as  to  the  purpose  and  effect 
of  paying  the  10  cents. ) 

A.  I  heard  of  one  negro  who  had  65  dimes. 

The  question  was  read  to  the  witness  by  the  stenographer  and  he  answered  as 
follows: 

A.  That  they  tip  them,  yes,  when  thej'  can  afford  it.  I  don't  believe  that  was 
paid  as  a  tip.  All  I  know  I  saw  the  money  paid.  When  a  negro  does  you  a  serv- 
ice I  know  it  is  customary  to  tip  him  if  it  can  be  afforded. 

Q.  Mr.  Sibley,  one  word  about  your  conversation  with  me  on  the  train.  You 
say  that  the  conversation  between  yourself  and  myself  was  a  friendly  conversation 
between  two  gentlemen? — A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  On  the  train? — ^A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  And  one  in  which  you  were  seeking  to  guy  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
which  I  was  likewise  calling  your  attention  to  the  excesses  and  frauds  of  the  Pop- 
ulist party;  is  that  true — especially  in  Lincoln,  Columbia,  McDufiie,  and  Warren 
counties? — A.  Practically  it  was. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Sibley,  you  don't  mean  to  say  Or  imply  that  I  directly  or  indirectly 
charged  anyone  with  crime,  either  in  jest  or  otherwise,  do  j'ou,  on  that  occ€usion? 
You  only  wanted  to  convey  the  idea  to  me  that  there  never  was  a  greater  blunder 
made? — A.  You  may  have  Want  it  in  jest.  1  said  it  was  an  error  of  the  boys,  and 
you  said  such  a  blunder  was  a  crime. 

Q.  Isn't  it  true  that  what  I  said  was,  that  if  true  it  was  a  crime,  and  not  their 
blunder  was  a  crime? — A.  Their  blunder  was  a  crime  instead  of  an  error,  was  the 
way  I  understood  it. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  were  calling  my  attention  to  certain  excesses  that  had 
occurred  in  Richmond  County,  and  is  it  not  true  that  my  language  to  you 
was  this:  That  your  charge  was  not  simply  an  error  or  a  blunder,  but  a  criine, 
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which  I  would  condemn  as  fully  as  you  or  anyone  else  would  condemn  it,  and 
diiln't  I  ao  state  to  youV — A.  No;  the  way  it  impressed  me  was  that  you  consid- 
ered it  a  crime  that  they  should  have  made,  such  a  blunder.  That  is  the  wa^^  it 
impressed  me. 

Redirect  examination  by  Mr.  Glenn: 

Q.  Mr.  Sibley,  what  about  those  great  excesses  in  Lincoln  and  some  of  the  other 
counties? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  illegal  and  irrelevant,  and  for 
the  further  reason  that  Mr.  Sibley  is  a  nonresident  of  the  district  and  knows 
nothing  and  can  know  nothing  as  to  what  occurred  in  the  Populist  counties 
farther  than  what  he  has  ascertained  from  the  newspapers,  and  probably  from 
Populistic  newspapers  at  that. ) 

A.  If  you  take  the  census  of  1890  and  compare  the  vote  cast  in  Richmond  County 
and  in  all  other  counties  with  the  population,  you  will  find  that  the  vote  lu  Rich- 
mond was  about  1  vote  in  every  3  inhabitants,  and  in  none  of  the  Populist  coun- 
ti«»  will  you  find  it  gi*eater  than  1  to  5,  and  in  not  one  of  those  Populist  counties 
did  the  vote  exceed  the  census  report  and  the  growth  they  would  make  in  the 
four  years  or  five  years — the  natural  growth. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  answer  as  purely  argumenta- 
tive, based  upon  unsworn  statements,  etc.) 

John  A.  Sibley. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  Febiniary,  1896. 

[seal.]  James  H.  Gilbert, 

Notary  Public,  Fiilton  County,  Oa. 

It  is  agreed  between  counsel  for  contestant  and  contestee  that  the  testimony 
taken  stenographically  shall  be  reduced  to  typewriting  and  signed  by  the  wit- 
netNses  as  of  this  date  in  order  to  facilitate  the  labors  of  the  stenographer,  counsel 
for  contestant  agreeing  to  lurnish  contestee *s  counsel  with  a  carbon  copy  of  the 
evidence  as  signed  by  the  witnesses. 

Exhibit  A. — Copy  of  an  article  entitled  ** Augusta  frauds  by  an  eyewitness," 
published  in  the  People*s  Party  Paper,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  edition  of  Friday,  October 
4.  lM».i. 

Georgia,  Fulton  County: 

I,  J.  H.  Gilbert,  do  certify  that  I  am  a  regularly  and  duly  commissioned  com- 
mercial notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Fulton,  and  that  on  the  28th  day  of 
February,  1896,  at  401  and  404  Temple  Court,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  the  parties  in 
foregoing  stated  case  appeared  before  me.  by  their  respective  counsel,  and  that  the 
witnesses  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  were  duly,  properly,  and  legally  sworn  and 
eiamineil  and  cross-examined  by  the  attorneys  for  the  respective  parties,  and  that 
the  objections  and  motions  and  exceptions  therein  set  out  were  duly  made  Ixjf  ore 
me  and  taken  down  by  the  stenogi'apher  in  my  presence:  and  that  the  witnesses 
sworn  signed  their  testimony  before  me  after  the  same  had  been  written  out  and 
read  over  by  them,  and  that  each  and  all  and  every  of  these  proceedings  took  place 
on  said  28th  day  of  February,  1896,  except  the  actual  subscription  by  witnesses 
Buck  and  Sturge,  which  was  done  the  next  day,  as  stated. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  29th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1896. 

[seal.]  Jami-is  H.  Gilbert, 

Notary  Public,  Fulton  County ,  Oa. 

Exhibit  B, — John  H,  Faucett,  ordinary ^McDuffle  County,  Oa. 

Office  of  Judge  City  Court, 
Richmond  County,  September  J8,  1896. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  an  election  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  October  2, 
1^95.  at  the  followmg  election  precincts  of  Richmond  County  for  a  Member  of 
Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia  in  Fifty-fourth 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  following  mana- 
gers: 

First  Ward,  122d  D.  G.  M.,  at  No.  454  Broad  street:  Managers,  W.  A.  Muse,  J.  P. ; 
James  L.  Robertson,  F.  H.;  Lewis  W.  Kent,  F.  H.  Clerks,  box  No.  1,  W.  H. 
Wallace,  W.  H.  Puryear,  George  S.  Schaufele,  R.L.  Pierce;  box  No.  2,  C.  M.  Ger- 
man, J.  M.  Youngblood,  H.  M.  Young,  Frank  F.  Reaney. 

Second  Ward,  120th  D.  G.  M..  at  court-house:  Managers,  W.  T.  Lamar,  J.  P.; 
John  D.  Sheahan,  F.  H.;  W.  H.  Horgraves,  F.  H.  Clerks,  box  No.  1,  Bryan  Law- 
rence, J.  P.  K.  McLaughlin,  A.  H.  Herndon,  R.  A.  Scott;  boxNo.2,W.S.  Morris, 
C.  J.  O'Connor,  William  J.  Craig,  E.  J.  Rice. 
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Third  Ward,  398th  D.  G.  M.,  at  Vii^ilant  eagine  house:  Managers,  John 
Vaughan,  J.  P.;  S.  H.  Myers,  F.  H.;  W.  A.  Waters,  F.  H.  Clerks,  bos  No.  1, 
Maurice  Mahoney,  Frank  Mos33,  Arthur  Lyman,  Patrick  J.  McCarthy;  box  No.  2, 
C.  V.  McAuliffe,  Qifford  Tomer,  David  Williams,  Richard  Reynolds. 

Fourth  Ward,  600th  D.  Q.  M.:  Managers,  J.  H.  Nuhling,  J.  P.;  Julius  Baum, 
F.  H.;  M.  M.  Conners.  Clerks,  box  No.  1,  R.  H.  Loud,  J.  J.  Sullivan,  M.  J. 
Daveon,  P.  F.  McAually;  box  No.  2,  Frank  E.  Petit,  L.  F.  Henry,  H.  J.  Mark- 
waiter,  Greorge  Conklin. 

Fifth  Ward,  1269th  D.  G.  M.:  Managers,  H.  D.  Leon,  J.  P.;  H.  K.  Lowery, 
F.  H. ;  J.  B.  Perry,  F.  H.  Clerks,  box  No.  1,  B.  W.  Barrow,  John  G.  Chafee,  W.  S. 
Watson,  Geo.  E.  Cauley;  box  No.  2,  Jas.  P.  Smith,  Jno.  S.  Bohler,  Paul  Heyman, 
Wm.  Bryson. 

1269th  D.  G.  M.,  Summerville:  Managers,  Jno.  A.  Pri(5e,  J.  P.;  Jas.  P.  Verdery, 
F.  H.;  C.  J.  Skinner,  F.  H.  Clerks,  J.  E.  Campbell,  Jerry  D.  Murphy,  Frank 
Markwalter,  Joseph  Ganahl. 

119th  G.  M.,  Belair:  Managers,  C.  A.  Wylds,  J.  P.;  Frank  Clark,  J.  P.;  R.  Q. 
Lombard,  F.  H. 

121st  D.  G.  M.,  Hoods  Chapel:  Managers,  L.  M.  Wylds,  J.  P.;  A.  H.  Rooks, 
F.  H.;  Geo.  J.  Cawley,  F.  H. 

123d  D.  G.  M.,  at  County  Home:  Managers, C.  F.Lombard,  J. P.;  NeilMcInnes, 
F.  H.;  S.  W.  Brown,  F.  H.  Clerks,  C.  A.  Steed,  James  D.  Hay,  W.  J.  Rooney, 
Thos.  M.  Savage. 

124th  D.  G.  M.,  at  Pine  Hill:  Managers,  Geo.  A.  Hookey,  J.  P.;  M.  F.  McDade, 
F.  H.;  J.  M.  Seago.  F.  H. 

1434th,  at  J.  B.  Tryers:  Managers,  J.  B.  Haynie,  J.  P.;  Jno.  B.  Fryer,  F.  H.; 
R.  L.  Rhodes,  F.  H. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  managers  and  clerks  appointed  by  Judge  Eve  to  hold 
election  October  2,  1895,  for  Congressman  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional 
district  in  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  as  taken  from  minutes. 

J.  B.  Keener, 
D.  C.  C,  R.  Co,,  Ga. 

Exhibit  C. — John  A.  Faucetty  ordinary ,  McDuffie  County,  Ga.  • 

Georgia,  Wilkinson  County: 


List  of  Populists  stricken  by  registrars. 


327th  district. 

Payne,  J.  J.,  w. 
Allen  John,  c. 
Beall.  Frank,  c. 
Chamber,  Ben,  c. 
Cammings,  Henry,  c. 
Davis,  Henry,  c. 
Daniels,  Henry,  c. 
Dellegall,  Alex,  c. 
Fleetwood,  H.,  c. 
Hughs,  Dave,  c. 
Higntower,  John,  c. 
Harris,  Wm..  c. 
Samuels,  Wm.,  c. 
Todd,  Squire,  c. 
Washington,  Q.,  c. 
Williford,  Allen,  c. 
Wilson,  Allen,  c. 
Youngblood,  L.,  c. 

32>ith  district. 

Parker,  W.  R,,  w. 
Stanley,  R<3bt.,  w. 
Cross,  iDam,  c. 
Hopkins,  Green,  c. 
Taylor,  Anderson,  c. 
Taylor,  Austin,  c. 
Taylor.  Ellxjrt,  c. 
Rivers,  John,  c. 
Saulisbery,  Jack,  c. 
Powers,  Jake. 
Underwood,  P.,  c. 
Underwood,  Sam,  c. 


Smith,  Tom,  c. 

SSOth  district. 

Ussery,  J.  B.,  w. 
Allen,  Turner,  c. 
BreazeaL  Clark,  c. 
Baum,  Elias,  c 
Glover,  Andrew,  c. 
Moss,  Peter,  c. 
Parks,  Willis,  c. 
Walker,  Major,  c. 

SSlst  district. 

Tendal,  J.  T.,  w. 
Brown,  Sam,  c. 
Brown,  Sol,  sr.,  c. 
Brown,  Ned,  c. 
CarsweU.  Rubin,  c. 
Cobb,  Austin,  c. 
Durden,  Sam.  c. 
Galling,  Alex,  c. 
Hughs,  Gus,  c. 
Lingo,  Robt.,  c. 
Martin,  Zeke,  c. 
Moore,  John,  c. 
Keddy.  Frank,  c. 
Smith,  Will,  c. 
Williams,  A.  E.,  c. 

iiSM  district. 

Ellington,  Rubin,  c. 
Stanley,  Bafe,  c. 
Thomas,  Lucious,  c. 


35Sd  district. 

Mitchel,  J.  W.,  w. 
Ford,  Anthony,  c. 
Hammock,  Hemdy,  c. 
Smith,  Perry,  c. 

SOSd  district. 

Ashley,  Lucius,  c. 
Brown,  Ned,  sr.,  c. 
Brown,  Ned,  jr.,  c. 
Brown,  Dave,  c. 
Carswell,  Allen,  c. 
Chapman,  J.,  c. 
Gainey,  Sam,  c. 
Jefferson,  W.,  c. 
Lindsey,  Anthony,  c. 
Ridley,  EUeck,  c. 

I'2lt5th  district. 

Harris,  Jeff,  c. 
King,  Wash,  c. 
Shimholser.  W.,  c. 
Medling,  Geo.,  c. 
Veal,  Harris. 
Veal,  Iverson. 

ir>Ooth  district. 

Jeanes,  W.  R.,  w. 
McCullar,  Wm.,  w. 
Boothe,  W.  E.,  w. 
Dixon,  J.  L.,  c. 
Sims,  Silus,  c. 


Clerk's  Office,  Superior  Court,  Wilkinson  County,  Ga.: 

I,  J.  W.  Weaver,  clerk  of  court,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  list  of  voters 
was  stricken  from  the  registration  list  by  the  registrars  in  1895. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  December  30,  1895. 
[seal.]  J.  W.  Weaver,  Clerk, 
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Exhibit  G. — John  A.  Faucett,  ordinary,  McDuffle  County,  Oa. 

[These  retains  most  be  mailed  to  the  honorftble  secretary  of  state.] 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

Statk  of  Georgia,  Ridimond  County: 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  saperintend  this  day*8  elec- 
tion; that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary,  or  freeholders  (as 
the  case  may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof, 
and  not  knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so 
according  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting 
who  is  80  entitled  by  law;  and  will  not  divulge  for  wnom  any  vote  was  cast  unless 
called  on  by  the  law  to  do  so,  so  help  me  Otoa. 

Brtan  Lawrence,  F.  H,, 

W.  H.  Harqreas,  F.  H,  , 

Nathan  Davis,  N,  P.  and  ex  off.  J.  P., 

Superintendents. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  6th  day  of  November,  1804. 


Justice  of  the  Peace, 

State  op  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held 
on  the  6tii  day  of  November,  1894,  at  court-house,  120th  D.  G.  M.  election  precinct, 
in  the  county  of  Richmond,  for  a  member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Con- 
granional  district  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the 
sajoerintendents,  do  hereby  certify  that  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled  the 
foUowing  is  the  result: 

For  Fifty-fourth  Congress. 

Namber 

of  rotes 

Names  of  persons  voted  for.  received. 

J.C.C.Black : 4,494 

Thoe.  E.  Watson 331 

Blank 1 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  inclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Gtiven  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

B.  Lawrence,  F.  H., 

W.  H.  Hargreas,  F.  H., 

Nathan  Davis,  N.  P.  and  ex  off.  J.  P., 

Superintendents. 

Directions. — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  cer- 
tificate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots, 
under  seal,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  13  o'clock 
meridian  of  the  next  da  v. 

N.  B.— Election  on  W'ednesday,  October  2,  1895. 

State  of  Georgia,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State: 

I.  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  eighty-eight  (88)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the 
precinct  returns,  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of  Rich- 
mond and  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  120th  dist.,  G.  M.,  on  the  6th  day  of  November, 
I^^l,  for  a  Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States,  from  the  10th 
Congressional  dist.  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now 
of  file  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my 
office,  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[81AL.]  AiiLEN  D.  Candler, 

Secretary  of  State. 

14441  W  &  B 4 
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(These  retnrna  mnat  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 
y        PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County  : 

All  and  each  of  as  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  saperinteDd  this  day's  election; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  ease 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  wliom  any  vote  was  oast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

John  Vaughan,  J.  P., 
S.  H.  Myers,  F.  H., 
William  Hopkinson,  F,  H,, 

SuperintendenU, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

John  Vaughan,  J,  P. 

State  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  6th  day  of  November,  1894,  at  the  398  district,  G.  M.  election  precinct,  in  the 
county  of  Kichmond,  Georgia,  for  a  Member  of  Congress,  to  represent  the  Tenth  Con- 
gressional district  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the 
superintendents,  do  hereby  certify  that  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  result : 

'  For  34th  Congress, 

Names  of  penoos  roted  for.  Number  of  votes  reoeiyed. 

Jas.  C.  C.  Black 2,718 

Thomas  £.  Watson 169 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  list  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures,  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

S.  H.  Myers, 

William  Hopkinson.  J^.  J?., 

John  Vaughan,  J,  A, 

Superintendents. 

Directions, — ^The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
seal,  to  tne  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State : 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  fifty-four  (bi)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  pre- 
cinct returns  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
and  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  398th  district  G.  M.,  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1894, 
for  a  Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  lOtn  Con- 

Sessional  district  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of 
e  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  mv  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office, 
at  the  CHpitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[SEAL.]  Allen  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  8taU, 

[These  returns  mnst  be  mailed  to  the  Hoo.  Secretary  of  State.] 

precinct  returns. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithftilly  superintend  this  day's  eleotion; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divnlffe  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

John  H.  Neibling,  J.  P,, 
J  AS.  B.  Perry,  F,  B., 
Julius  Baum,  F,  B., 

Superintendents. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

John  H.  Nbibling,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

State  op  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

By  rirtae  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  6tb  day  of  November,  1894,  at  600th  district,  G.  M.,  election  precinct  in  the  county 
of  Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress,  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  dis- 
trict Id  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintend- 
ents, do  hereby  certify,  that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is 
the  result: 

For  54th  Congress, 

Name«  of  persons  roted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

Jaa.C.C.  Black 2,245 

Thos.  E.  Wateou '.. 574 

Blank 1 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures,  this  sixth  day  of  November,  1894. 

John  H.  Neibling,  J,  P., 
Juuus  Baum,  F,  H^ 
Jas.  B,  Perry,  F,  A, 

Superintendents. 

DireeHons. — ^The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoine  certifi- 
este,  properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  eleotion,  including  the  ballots,  under 
Msl,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State : 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  fifty-four  (54)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  pre- 
cinct returns,  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
snd  8tate  of  Georgia  at  the  600th  diet.,  G.  M.,  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1894,  for 
»  Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congres- 
sional district  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file 
in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my 
office,  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety -six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[SEAL.]  AiucN  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State. 

[These  returns  mast  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County  : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county ;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
^owingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  laws  of  tiiis  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  wnom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

Geo.  a.  Hookey,  J.  P., 
JosiAH  M.  Seago,  Freeholder, 
W.  Swing  Johnston,  Freeholder, 

Superintendents. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Stati  of  Gboroia, County : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  6th  day  of  November,  1894,  at  Pine  Hill  (124  dist.)  election  precinct  in  the  county 
of  Richmond^  for  a  Member  of  Congress,  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  dis- 
trict in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents, 
do  hereby  certify  that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes,  the  following  is  the  result: 

For  64th  Congress. 

Names  of  penoas  voted  for.  Kumber  of  rotes  received. 

Thomas  E.  Watson 176 

James  C.  C.  Black 31 
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Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures,  this  sixth  day  of  November,  1894. 

Geo.  a.  Uookbt,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
JosiAH  M.  Seago,  Freeholder, 
W.  EwiNG  Johnston,  Freeholder, 

Superintendents. 

Directions, — ^The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  ot  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
seal,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Georoia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State  : 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  six  (6)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
returns,  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond  and 
State  of  Georgia  at  the  124th  dist.,  G.  M.,  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1894,  for  a 
Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congressional 
district  of  Georgia,  as  appears  m>m  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file  in  this 
office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office 
at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7tn  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[SEAL.]  Allen  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State, 

[These  retums  must  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  tnis  county ;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowinffly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

J.  B.  Fr^-er,  F,  H,, 

F.  W.  Carswell,  F,  H., 

R.  L.  Rhodes,  N,  P.  and  ex  J,  P., 

Superin  tenden  ts. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

R.  L.  Rhodes, 
X,  P,  and  ex-Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  6th  day  of  November,  1894,  at  Hephzibah  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of 
Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district 
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in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.    And  we,  the  superintendents,  do 
hereby  certify  that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result : 

For  64th  Congress, 
KuBM  of  pcanon*  roted  for.  Knmber  of  votes  received. 

Jm.  C.C.  Black 21 

Thos.E.  Watson 61 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

J.  B.  Frykr,  F.  B., 

F.  W.  Cars  WELL,  F,  H., 

Robert  L.  Rhoi>B8,  X,  P.  and  ex  J.  P,t 

SuperintendenU, 

DirectUnu, — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  roust  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
teal,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number^  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B.— Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  ok  Gboroia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State- 
ly Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  three  (3)  pi^ges  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
ntoms,  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond  and 
State  of  Georgia  at  the  1434th  district,  G.  M.,  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1894,  for 
srepreeentative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congres- 
rional  district  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file  in 
this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my 
office,  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  dav  of  January  in  the  year  of 
oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety -six,  ana  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[seal.]  Allen  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State. 

[Tbeee  retume  must  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

&TATE  OF  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county ;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  Uws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on  by 
the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

Jambs  J.  Cawlet,  Freeholder ^ 
Lewis  P.  Holly,  Juetiee  of  the  Peace, 
Lbander  M.  Wylds,  X,  P.  and  ex  off,  J.  P., 

Superin  tenden  te. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

Leander  M.  Wtlds,  X.  P.  and  ex  off.  J.  P. 
L.  P.  Holly,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

State  or  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  6tb  day  of  November,  1894,  at  Hoods  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of  Rich- 
mond, for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the 
Fiity-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby 
certify  that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result: 

For  64th  Congress. 
XaiM0  of  p«raon«  voted  for.  l<f  umber  of  votes  received. 

J.  C.C.  Black 10 

Thos.  E.  Watson 197 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures,  this  sixth  day  of  November,  1894. 

Lewis  P.  Holly,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

James  J.  Cawley,  Freeholder, 

Leander  M.  Wylds,  X.  P.  and  ex  off.  J.  P., 

Superintendents, 
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JHrtotiomt, — ^The  saperintendente  of  the  precincte  mast  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election  incladiug  the  ballots,  under 
seal,  to  tiie  ooanty  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  n amber,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

Statk  of  Georuia,  Ofioe  of  Seer^tarjf  of  State : 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  five  (5)  pages  contain  a  trne  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
returns  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond  and 
State  of  Georgia  at  the  121st  dist.,  G.  M.,  on  the  6th  day  of  November.  1894,  for  a  Rep- 
resentative of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  lOtn  Congressional 
district  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file  in  this 
office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affiixed  the  seal  of  my 
office,  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[8BAL.]  AfXBN  D.  Cakdler,  Secretary  of  State. 

[These  retnnis  must  be  mailed  to  the  Hod.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRECINCT  RBTURKS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County  : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfnlly  superintend  this  day's  election; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  in  eutited  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law :  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  oast  unless  called  on  by 
the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

John  A.  Price,  J.  P., 
J  NO.  W.  Chafer,  F.  JbT., 

L.  BfARKW ALTER,  F.  ff., 

Smperimtendemt: 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  6ch  day  of  November,  18M. 

John  A.  Price,  Justice  of  ike  Peace. 
Stats  of  Georgia,  Bickmond  Count jf: 

By  yirtne  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  waa  held  on 
the  6ih  day  of  November,  18^,  at  1269th  election  precinct  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
for  a  Member  of  Congrees,  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the  Fifty- 
fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify, that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polle<l,  the  following;:  is  the  result: 

For  34th  Conffreu. 
Names  of  persons  xoted  for.  Komber  oi  votes  reeeived. 

Jamee  C.  C.  Black 534 

Thomas  E.  Watson 500 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  sixth  day  of  November,  1^4. 

John  A.  Price,  J.  P., 
Jn«>.  W.  Chafer,  F.  H., 
L.  Markwajlter,  F.  H., 

SuperintendemU, 

Directiome. — ^The  »nperintendentsof  th^  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certificate, 
properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under  seal, 
to  uie  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of  the 
next  day. 

N.  B.— Election  on  We<lneeday.  October  2ud.  18£I5. 

State  of  Georgia,  Ofice  of  Secretary/  of  State: 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Geoigia.  do  hereby  certily 
that  the  foregoinff  twenty-two  v22.  pai^es  contain  a  trne  and  correct  copy  of  the  pre- 
cinct returns,  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
and  State  of  i^eorgia.  at  the  ll'^^h  dist.,  i«.  M..  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1894, 
for  a  Representative  of  the  ^th  Conj^reQA  of  the  rnited  States  from  the  10th  Con- 
gresaional  dist.  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file 
u  this  office. 
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In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office. 
At  the  eapitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  Jannar^,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[SEAL.]  Allen  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State. 

[These  returns  mutt  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  SecretAry  of  State.] 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County  : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peaee,  notary  puhlic,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county ;  that  we  will  make  a  Just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowinffly  permit  anyone  to  rote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  accord- 
ioi;  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  kuowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  TOting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  diYulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

Francis  M.  Clark,  Freeholder , 
John  J.  Newman,  FreeholdeTf 

Superinteiidente, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

Chas.  a.  Wylde,  J,  P. 
State  of  Georgia,  Biekmond  County : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cascN  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  6th  day  of  November,  1894,  at  Belalr,  119th  disct.  election  precinct  in  the  county 
of  Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress,  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  dis- 
triet  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintend- 
ents, do  hereby  certify,  that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  ia 
theresnlt: 

For  54th  Congress, 

I  Kamee  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  rotes  received'. 

James  C  C.  Black 362 

Thomas  E.  Watson ^- .  -      8 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

Francir  M.  Clark,  Freeholder, 
John  J.  Newman,  Freeholder y 
CiiAS.  A.  Wylde,  Justice  Peace, 

Superintendents. 

Directions. — ^The  superintend^its  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
eate,  properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
seal,  to  toe  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State  : 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  St«te  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregroing  nine  (9)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
retams  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond  and 
Bute  of  Georgia,  at  the  119th  diet.,  G.  M.,  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1894,  for  a 
Bepresentative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congressional 
district  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election,  now  of  iQe  in  this 
efliee. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office, 
at  the  eapitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  Jannarv,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety -six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[SKAU]  Allen  I).  Candler,  Secretary  of  State. 

[Theee  returns  must  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County  : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election; 
that  we  are  jostices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
iBsy  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
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knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so  entitled 
by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on  by  the  law 
to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

Charles  F.  Lombard.  JumOcb  of  the  Peace, 

Wm.  K.  Nelson,  Freeholder, 

Neil  McInnes,  Freeholder, 

SuperintendemU, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

W.  H.  T.  Walker,  N,  P.,  E.  Ciy.,  Go, 
State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  6th  day  of  November,  1894,  at  Poorhouse  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of  Rich- 
mond, for  a  Member  of  Cougress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the 
Fift^^  fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents  do  hereby 
certify  that  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled  the  following  is  the  result : 

For  54th  Congress, 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

J.  C.  C.  Black 262 

Thoe.  E.  Watson 81 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  euolosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

Chas.  F.  Lombard,  Justice  of  the  Peaces 
Wm.  K.  Nei^on,  Freeholder, 
Neil  McInme6,  Freeholder^ 

SuperintendemtB. 

Directions, — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certi- 
ficate, properly  fiUed,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
seal,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State : 

1,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  eight  (8)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
returns,  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  an  election  hold  in  the  county  of  Richmond  and 
State  of  Georgia,  at  the  poorhouse  or  123d  dist.,  G.  M.,  on  the  6tb  day  of  November, 
1894,  for  a  Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th 
Congressional  District  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now 
on  file  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my 
office,  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six.  and  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[SEAL.]  Allen  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State. 

Exhibit  G. — John  A,  F'aucctt,  ordinary,  McDtiffi^  Co.,  Ga. 

[These  returns  must  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

rON80LIDATEI>  RETURN. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

We,  the  undersigned,  a  majority  of  the  superintendents  at  the  conrt-'house,  and  one 
superintendent  for  each  other  voting  place,  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of  Rich> 
mond,  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  day  of  November,  1894,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  repre- 
sent the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  do  certify  that  we  have  this  day  met  and  consolidatea  the  returns  of  the 
other  voting  places  with  the  court-house,  and  that  the  following  is  the  result: 

For  54th  Congress, 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Nnmber  of  votes  received. 

James  C.  C.  Black 13,722 

Thomas  E.  Watson 2,161 

Blank 1 

Total 15;884 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  inclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 


WATSON   VS.    BLACK.  57 

Tb«  nnderaii^ed,  superintendents  of  this  day's  election  at  the  different  precincts, 
do  farther  certify  that  the  inclosed  contains  the  names  of  the  persons  Toting  at 
etch  precinct  in  said  county,  in  said  election.    Also  the  names  of  the  persons  voted 
for,  and  an  accurate  statement  of  the  polls  as  kept  at  each  of  said  precincts. 
GiTen  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures,  this  7th  day  of  November,  1894. 

Leander  M.  Wylds,  N.  F.y  ill'  ex  ojfficio  J.  P., 
Chas.  a.  Wylde,  J.  P.,  IHst.f 
Jno.  W.  Neibley,  J.  P.,  60th  Di9t,,  G.  if.. 
Nathan  Davis,  N.  P.  4'  «  offi.  J.  P.,  130th  Dist., 
William  T.  Lamar,  J,  P.,  l£Othf 
John  Vaughan,  J.  P.,  S98th  D.,  G,  If., 
Chas.  T.  Lombard,  J,  P.,  ISSd  Dist,,  G.  Jlf., 
.John  A.  Prick,  J.  P.,  t269ih  Diet.,  G,  M.f 
Geo.  a.  Hookey,  J,  P.,  I24th  Diet., 
.J.  B.  Fryer,  F.  £r.,  1434, 

Superintendents, 

Note. — A  list  of  the  voters,  one  of  the  tally  sheets,  the  oaths,  the  certificates  of  the 
■aperintendents,  and  the  returns  from  the  precincts,  make  up  the  return  to  be  made 
to  the  secretary  of  st:»te.  When  the  package  is  properly  made  up,  it  should  be 
direeted  thus:  ''To  the  Hon.  Allen  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State,  Atlanta,  Ga." 

State  of  Georgia,  Offlee  of  Secretary  of  State : 

I^Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  one  (1)  page  contains  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  consolidated 
letom  of  an  election  held  in  the  10th  Congressional  dist.  of  Georgia,  on  the  6th  day 
of  November,  1894,  for  a  Representative  of  the  54th  Coni^ress  of  the  United  States 
from  the  10th  Conj^ressional  district  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said 
election  now  of  file  in  this  office. 

I  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office, 
at  the  eapitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  Tnited 
States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[seal.]  Allen  D.  CAJ^DhERf  Secretary  of  State, 

Exhibit  G. 

[These  retume  mu«t  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 
CONSOLIDATED  RETURN. 

State  or  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

We,  the  nndersignedf  a  majority  of  the  superintendents  »t  the  court-house,  and  one 
■uperintendent  for  each  other  voting  place,  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of 
Richmond  on  Wednesday,  the  2d  day  of  October,  1895,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to 
represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  do  certify  that  we  have  this  day  met  and  consolidated  the  returns  of  the 
other  voting  places  with  the  court-house,  and  that  the  following  is  the  result: 

For  54th  CongresB, 
NaoMt  of  penons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  reoelved. 

J.  CO.  Black 5,604 

T.E.  Watson 923 

Scattering 6 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  inclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 

The  nndersigned,  superintendents  of  this  day's  election  at  the  difierent  precincts, 
do  further  certify  that  the  iuclosc»d  contains  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  at  each 
precinct  in  said  county,  in  said  election.  Also  the  names  of  the  persons  voted  for, 
snd  an  accorate  statement  of  the  polls  as  kept  at  each  of  said  precincts. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatares,  this  3d  day  of  October,  1895. 

Chas.  F.  Lombard,  J.  P.,  IgSd,  G,M,, 

John  A.  Prick,  J,  P.,  lS69th  Diet.,  G.  if., 

W.  H.  Harqravk,  F.  H., 

H.  D.  Leon,  N,P,4-ex  off,  J,  P,,  oth  Ward, 

W.  A.  Muse,  J,  /*.,  1434  Diet,, 

John  B.  Haynie,  N,  P,  ex  off,  J,  P., 

John  Vaughan,  J,  P.,  398  D,  G.  3f., 

L.  M.  Wylds,  N,  P,  and  ex  off,  J,  P,  121  Diat.y  G,  if., 

Geo.  a.  Hookey,  J,  P.,  lS4th  Diet., 

John  H.  Nkibley,  J,  P.,  600th  Diet,,  G,  If., 

W.  T.  Lamar,  J.  P.,  120th  Diet,,  G.  M., 

C,  A.  Wylde,  J.  P.,  119th  IHeU,  G,  M,, 

Jno.  D.  Sheahan,  F.  H.,  Ut  Ward,  122d  Diet,,  G,  M,. 

Superintendent»„ 
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NoTB. — A  list  of  the  voters,  one  of  the  tally  sheets,  the  oaths,  the  certifioates  of  the 
superintendents,  and  the  returns  from  the  precincts,  make  up  the  returns  to  be  made 
to  the  secretary  of  state.  When  the  package  is  properly  made  up,  it  should  be 
directed  thus:  **To  the  lion.  Allen  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

State  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State : 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  one  (1)  pase  contains  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  consolidated 
return  of  a  special  election  held  in  the  10th  Congressional  dist.  of  Georgia  on  ti^e  2d 
day  of  October,  1895,  for  a  Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States 
ftom  the  10th  Congressional  dist.  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said 
election  now  of  file  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office 
at  the  capitol  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[SKAL.]  '  A.  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State. 

Exhibit  G.-^ohn  A.  Faucett,  ordinary,  MoDuffie  Co.,  Ga, 

PRECINCT  returns. 

State  of  Georgia, County :  ^ 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  da3r's  election; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  publie,  ordinary,  or  freeholders  (as  the4}ase 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  any  one  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  any  one  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law,  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

S.  W^.  Mays,  r.  H,, 

Cra8.  a.  Wtlde,  Freeholder, 

Francis  M.  Cijirk,  J,  P., 

Superintenden  te. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  18P2. 

Francis  M.  Clark,  N.  P,  and  ex  off,  J.  P. 

Francis  M.  Clark,  the  justice  of  the  peace,  after  administering  the  oath  to  the  free- 
holders, so  prays  one  of  the  freeholders  so  sworn  administer  the  oath  to  said  Francis 
M.  Clark. 

S.  W.  Mats,  F,  H. 
State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  at  Belair,  119th  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of 
Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district 
in  the  Fifty-third  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  for  electors  for  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  Stat-es.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby  certify 
that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result: 

For  Fifty-third  Congrese. 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Knmber  of  votes  received. 

James  C.  C.  Black 627 

Thomas  E.  Watson 11 

For  Presidential  eleotore. 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

Joseph  S.  James 572 

William  T.  Gary 572 

1st  dist.  Alfred  Herrington 572 

2d      "    Jesse  W.  Walters 572 

3d      "    Edgar  F.  Hinton 672 

4th     "    William  C.  Adamson 572 

5th    "    Benjamin  M.  Blackburn 572 

6th    "    FrankFlynt 572 

7th     "    Pierce  M.  B.  Young 572 

8th    "    John  P.  Shannon 572 

9th    "    William  E.  Simmons 572 

10th    **    John  W.  Liudsey 572 

11th    '*    MoKendree  F.  McCook 572 
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For  FTtMtfhXiaX  eleoian. 
KuBM  of  penona  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  reoeiyed. 

Allftrffo: 

Walter  B.  Hill 

W.C.  Sibley 

l8t  diet.  V.  E.  St.  Cloud 

2d     "    J.A.Ramney 

3d     "    J.  O.  Mangham 

4th    "    N.  P.  Banks 

5th    "    H.A.  Scomp 

6th    "    William  K.  Handleiter 

7th    **    W.C.Richardson 

8th    "    J.  B.  Hnnnicutt 

9th    "    Frank  J.  Sibley 

10th    "    J.  M.Brady 

Uth    "    W.A.Hackabee 


Far  Presidential  eleeton. 

Xame*  of  penoai  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  lar^: 

Charles  W.  Arnold 56 

Judflon  W.  Lyons &$ 

Ui  dist.  Richard  W.  Collins 56 

2d      "    Benjamin  F.  Rollins 56 

3d     "    Mitchell  G.  Hall 66 

4tli    "    James  R.Thomason 66 

5th    "    George  8.  Thomas 56 

6th    "    Isham  W.Wood 56 

7th    "    AaronCoUins 66 

8th    "    Monroe  B.  Morton 56 

9th    "    JohnW.Parks 66 

loth    "    JohnM.Bames 66 

Uth    "    KloydSnelson 56 

Far  Prendential  eleotart. 
KaoMs  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  large: 

A.  L.  Nance 10 

J.  E.  C.  Tillman 10 

l8t  dist.  George  H.  Miller 10 

2d      "    A.  R.  Jones 10 

3d     "    Joseph  J.  Stewart 10 

4th    **    J.R.F.Little 10 

5th    •'    W.O.  Bntler 10 

6th    "    W.F.Smith 10 

7th    "    A.F.Woolev 10 

8th    «    George  F.  Jiurrell 10 

9th    «•    J.N.Twitty 10 

10th    "    D.N.Sanders 10 

nth    "    W.A.Ecord 10 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  inclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  nnder  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  8th  day  of  November,  lSd2. 

Francis  M.  Clark, 

N,  P.  and  ex  off,  J,  P., 

S.  W.  Mays,  F.  H., 

Chas.  a.  Wylde,  Freeholder t 

SuperintendenU, 

Direeiiane.— 'The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
este,  properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
■eal,  te  tne  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B.— Election  on  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

PRBCINCT  RRTURNS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County  : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election; 
that  we  are  Justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary,  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
<uy  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  wiU  maKe  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
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knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unlew  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law,  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast,  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

B.  Lawksnce, 
R.  K.  Battky, 
Superin  ten  den  U. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

Nathan  Davis,  N,  P,  and  ex  off,  Jueiice  of  the  Peace, 

8tat£  of  Grorgia,  Richmand  County  : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  at  120th  disct.  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of 
Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  10th  Congrensional  district  in 
the  Fifty-third  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  for  electors  for  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  her«^by  certify 
that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result : 

For  Fifty 'third  Congresi, 
Names  of  persons  yot«d  for.  Number  of  votes  reoeived. 

James  C.  C.  Black 4,310 

Thomas  £.  Watson 225 

For  Presidential  electors. 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

Joseph  S.  James 3, 216 

William  T.  Gary... 3,216 

1st  dist.  Alfred  Herringtou 3,216 

2d      *'     iJesse  W.  Walters 3,216 

3d      "      Edgar  F.  Hinton 3,216 

4th    "      William  C.  Adamson 3,216 

6th    "      Benjamin  M.  Blackburn 3,216 

6th    "      FrankFlynt 3,216 

7th    "      Pierce  M.  B.  Young 3,216 

8th    "      John  P.  Shannon 3,216 

9th    "      William  E.  Simmons 3,216 

10th    "      John  W.  Lindsey 3,216 

nth    "      McKendree  F.  McCook 3,216 

For  Presidential  electors. 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  leceaved. 

At  large : 

Walter  B.  Hill 10 

W.C.Sibley 10 

1st  dist.  V.  E.  8t.  Cloud 10 

2d      '*      J.  A.  Rumnev 10 

3d      "      J.O.Maugham 10 

4th    '•      N.P.  Banks 10 

5th    **      H.A.Scomp 10 

6th    '•      William  R.  Handleiter 10 

7th    "      W.C.  Richardson 10 

8th    "      J.  B.  Hunnicutt 10 

9th    ''      Frank  J.  Sibley 10 

10th    "      J.M.  Brady 10 

11th    "      W.  A.  Huckabee 10 

For  Presidential  electors. 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

Charles  W.  Aniold 1,300 

Judson  W.  Lyons 1,  293 

1st  dist.  Richard  W.  Collins 1,300 

2d      **      Benjamin  F.  Rollins 1,300 

3d      **      Mitchell  G.  Hall 1,300 

4th    '*      James  R.  Thomason 1,300 

5th    "      George  S.  Thomas 1,300 

6th    *'      IshamW.Wood 1,300 

7th    *'      AaronCollins 1,300 

8th    "      Monroe  B.  Morton 1,300 

9th    "      John  W.  Parks 1,300 

10th    "      John  M.  Barnes 1,300 

nth    "      FloydSuelson 1,300 
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Fwr  Presidential  eleoiore. 

NuDM  of  penona  voted  for.  Number  of  vote*  received. 

At  Urge: 

A.L.N&noe 43 

Jno.£.C.  Tillman 43 

Ut  diit.  George  H.  MiUer 43 

2d     '*      A.R.Jones 43 

3d     "     Joseph  J.  Stewart 43 

4tli    «*      .Ino.R.  Spence 43 

5th   "      W.O.Butler 43 

6th    "      W.  F.  Smith 43 

7th   "     A.  F.  Wooley 43 

8th   *•      George  F.  Morrell 43 

9th    "     J.  N.TwUty 43 

10th   "     D.N.Sanders 43 

nth    "      Wm.A.  Eoora 43 

Blanks 3 

Which  will  fally  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  onder  onr  hands  and  official  signatures  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

Bryan  Lawrence,  Mgr,, 
R.  R.  Battey,  Mar,, 
'  Nathan  Davis,  A.  I\  and  ex  off,  J,  P., 

Superin  tendente, 
W.  8.  Morris,  SHpermear, 

Direeiume. — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cste,  properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
Msl,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B.— Election  on  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

9tate  or  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  f)»ithfally  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  Justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
msy  be)  of  this  county ;  that  we  wUl  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  aocordinff 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so  entitled 
by  law;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast,  unless  called  on  by  the  law 
to  do  80.    So  help  me  Ood. 

George  J.  Cawlbt, 

Asa  H.  Rooks, 

L.  M.  Wylds,  N.  p.  and  ex  off,  J,  P., 

Superinten  denie. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

L.  M.  Wylds, 
N,  P.  and  ex  off.  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  at  Hoods  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of  Rich- 
mond, for  a  Member  of  Concress  to  represent  the  10th  Congressional  district  in  the 
Fifty-third  Congress  of  the  united  States,  and  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
Prwident  of  the  united  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby  certify  that, 
upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result: 

For  Fifty-third  Congreee, 

Xameii  of  penont  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

James  C.  C.  Black 22 

Thomas  £.  Watson 167 

For  Presidential  electors, 

N'uMe  of  persons  voted  for.  Nnmber  of  votes  received. 

MUrge: 

Joseph  S.  James 22 

William  T.  Gary 22 
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Names  of  persona  voted  for.  NunlMr  of  rotes  received. 

IstdlBt.  Alfred  Herrington 22 

2d  "  Jesse  W.  Walters 22 

3d  "  Edgar  F.  Hinton 22 

4th  **  WifliamC.  Adamson 22 

5th  "  Benjamin  M.  Blackburn 22 

6th  ••'  Frank  Flynt 22 

7th  *•  Pierce  M.B.Yoiing 22 

8tb  "  John  P.  Shannon 22 

9th  "  William  E.  Simmons 22 

10th  •'  John  W.  Lindsey 22 

nth  *'  McKendree  F.  McCook 22 

For  Presideniial  electort. 
Karnes  of  periionH  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

Walter  B.  Hill 

W.  C.  Sibley 

Istdist.  V.  E.  St.  Cloud 

2d      "     J.  A.  Kumney 

3d     "     J.  O.Mangham 

4th    "      N.  P.  Banks 

5th    "     H.A.Scomp 

6th    **     WiUiam  R.  Handleiter 

7th    "     W.C.Richardson 

8th    "     J.  B.  Hunnicutt 

9th    "     Frank  J.  Sibley 

10th    "     J.M.Brady 

11th    "     W.  A.Huckaboe 


For  PreMential  elector$. 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votee  received* 

At  large : 

Charles  W.  Arnold 

Jndson  W.  Lvons 

1st  dlst.  Richard  W.  Collins 

2d      "      Benjamin  F.  Rollins 

3d     **      Mitchell  G.  Hall 

4th    "     James  R.  Thomasou 

5th    '*     Georges.  Thomas 

6th    "      Isham  W.Wood 

7th    **     Aa,ron  Collins 

8th    "      Monroe  B.  Morton 

9th    *'     John  W.  Parks 

10th    "     JohnM.  Barner 

nth    "      Floyd  Snelson 


For  PreHdential  elector8. 
Names  of  persona  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

A.  L.  Nance 166 

John  E.  C.  Tillman .   166 

Istdist.  George  H.  Miller 166 

2d      "      A.R.Jones 166 

3d      "     Joseph  J.  Stewart 166 

4th    "     JohnR.Spence 166 

5th    "     W.O.Butler 166 

6th    "      W.F.Smith 166 

7th    "      A.  F.Wooley 166 

8th    *'     George  F.  Murrell 166 

9th    *'     J.N.Twitty 166 

10th    "     D.N.Sanders 166 

nth    "     William  A.  Ecord 166 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

Asa.  H.  Rooks,  F,  H.^ 

George  J.  Cawlby,  F,  H,, 

L.  M.  Wylds,  N,  p.  and  ex  off.  J.  P., 

SuperiniendenU, 
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DirtetiomB, — ^The  saperlntendents  of  the  precincta  must  send  the  foregoiug  oertiii- 
eftte,  properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  Inolading  the  ballots,  under 
tea],  to  toe  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  Noyember. 

PRBCINCT  KETL'RNS. 

Statk  of  Gborgia,  Richmond  County : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary,  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowinsly  permit  any  one  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  accord- 
log  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  any  one  from  voting  who  is  so 
•ntitled  by  law,  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.     So  help  me  God. 

TuoiCAS  N.  Hopkins,  K,  P.  and  ex  off,  J,  P., 
William  H.  Hargbave,  F.  J7., 
Saml.  p.  Weibiger,  F,  H.^ 

Superin  tenden  t$ . 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

'  Thomas  N.  Hopkins, 
X.  P,  and  ex  off.  Ju$iice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  at  122d  district  G.  M.  election  precinct,  in  the  county 
of  Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  dis- 
trict in  the  Fifty-third  Conffress  of  tne  United  States,  and  for  electors  for  President 
iod  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby 
eertify  that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  Is  the  result : 

For  Fifty-third  Congreee. 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

JsmesC.  C.  Black 1,420 

Thomas  £.  Watson 3a 

For  Preeidential  electore. 
Xtmes  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  large: 

Joseph  S.  James 1, 296 

William  T.  Gary 1,296 

Ut  dist.  Alfred  Herrington 1,296 

2d     ••      Jesse  W.  Walters 1,296 

3d     •«      Edgar  F.  Hinton 1,296 

Uh   "      Wifliam  C.  Adamson 1,296 

5th    "      Benjamin  M.  Blackburn 1,296 

6th    "      Frank  Flynt 1.296 

7th   "      Pierce  M.  B.  Young 1,296 

8th   "      John  P.  Shannon 1,296 

9th   "      William  E.  Simmons ^ 1,296 

10th    "      John  W.  Lindsey 1,296 

Uth    "      McKendree  F.  McCook 1,296 

For  Presidential  eleotore, 
Xaass  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  reoeivod* 

At Isrge : 

Walter  B.Hill 2 

W.C.Sibley 2 

Ut  dist.  V.  E.St.  Cloud 2 

U     •*      J.  A.  Rnmney 2 

3d     "     J.  <).  Mangham 2 

4th   "      N.  P.  Banks 2 

5th   •'     H.  A.  Scomp 2 

6th   "     William  K.  Handleiter 2 

7th  "     W.C.Richardson 2 

8th   "     J.  B.  Hnnnicutt 2 

9th   '•     Frank  J.  Sibley 2 

10th  "     J.  M.  Brady 2 

Uth  "     W.  A.  Huokabee 2 
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For  PrtMmHaX  eleotar$, 
Kamet  of  persona  voted  for.  Number  of  votee  reoeiTed. 

At  large : 

Charles  W.  Arnold 147 

JndsoD  W.  LyonB 142 

Ist  dlBt.  Richard  W.  Collina 148 

2d     *'      BenjaminF.  RolllnB 148 

3d     "      Mitchells.  Hall 148 

4th    "      Jamee  R.  Thomaeon 148 

5th    "      George  S.  Thomas 148 

6th    "      Isham  W.Wood 148 

7th    "      Aaron  Collins 148 

8th    "      Monroe  B.  Morton 148 

9th    "      JohnW.Parks 148 

10th    "      JohnM. Barnes 148 

nth    **      FloydSnelson 148 

^  For  Presidential  electart. 

Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

A.  S.  Nance 12 

W.  R.  Kemp 12 

1st  dist.  J.  E.  C.  Tillman 12 

2d     **      A.  R.  Jones 12 

3d     **      Joseph  J.  Stewart 12 

4th    "      JohnR.  Spence 12 

6th    "      W.  O.  Butler 12 

6th    "      W.  F.Smith 12 

7th    "       A.  F.  Wooley 12 

8th    "      George  F.  MurreU 12 

9th    "       J.N.Twitty 12 

lOth    "      D.N.Sanders 12 

nth    "      W.  A.  Ecord 12 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  inclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  ana  official  signatures  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

William  H.  Hakorave,  F.  H,, 

Saml.  p.  Weisiger,  F,  H.^ 

Thomas  N.  Hopkins,  ^V.  P.  and  ex  off,  J.  P., 

SuperiniendenUn 

Directions, — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
seal,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  nnmber,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — ^Election  on  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

precinct  returns. 

State  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County: 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordiuary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so  enti- 
tled by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast,  unless  called  on  by 
the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

K.   SCARBROUGH,  J.    P., 

Neil  McJames,  P.  H., 
T.  M.  Savage,  F.  H., 

Superin  tendent$. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  aod  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  at  Poor  House  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of 
Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district 
in  the  Fifty -third  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  for  electors  for  President  and 


WATSON   VS.   BLACK.  65 

Vice-Presideat  of  the  United  States.    And  we,  the  superintendentB,  do  hereby  certify 
tkftt,  apon  counting  out  tiie  yotee  polled,  the  following  is  the  resnlt: 

Fwr  Fifty-third  Cangrea9. 
Nanwt  of  pertons  voted  for.  Number  of  rotes  received^ 

James  C.  C.  Black „.  244 

ThomaeE.  Watson 6^ 

For  Pre$idential  eUetor: 
Karnes  of  persons  voted  for.  Namber  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

Joseph  S.  James 240 

William  T.  Gary  : ' 240 

Utdist.  Alfred  Herrington 240 

2d     "      Jesse  W.  Walters 240 

3d     "      Edgar  F.  Hinton 240 

4th   "      William  C.  Adamson 240 

5th   "      Benjamin  M.  Blackburn 240 

6th   "      FrankFlynt 240 

7th   "      Pierce  M.  B.  Young 240 

Kth   "      John  P.  Shannon 240 

9th   "      William  E.  Simmons 240 

10th   "      John  W.  Lindsey 240 

11th   '*      McKendree  F.  McCook 240 

For  Presidential  electors. 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Nnmbor  of  votes  received. 

At  large: 

Walter  B.Hill 

W.C.Sibley 

mdist.  V.  E.  St.  Cloud 

2d     "     J.  A.  Rumney 

3d    "     J.  O.  Mangham 

4th   "     N.P.Banks 

5th    •*      H.  A.  Scomp 

6th   "     WilliamR.  Handleiter 

7th   "     W.C.  Richardson 

8th    "     J.  B.  Hunnicntt 

9th    "     Frank  J.  Sibley 

10th    "      J.  M.Brady 

nth   "     W.  A.  Huckabee 


For  Presidential  electors. 
Kaaaaa  of  persons  voted  for.  Nnznber  of  votes  received. 

At  large: 

Charles  W.  Arnold 10 

Jndson  W.  Lyons 10 

Utdist.  Richard  W.  Collins 10 

2d     «      BeiyaminF.  Rollins 10 

3d     "     Mitchell  G.  Hall 10 

4th   "     James  R.  Thomason 10 

5th   "     George  S.  Thomas 10 

6th   "      Isham  W.Wood 10 

7th   "      Aaron  Collins 10 

8th   "      Monroe  B.  Morton 10 

9th   "     John  W.  Parks 10 

10th   "     John  M.  Barnes 10 

11th  "     FloydSnelson 10 

For  Presidential  electors. 
Xames  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received^ 

At  large : 

A.  L.  Nance 56 

J.  E.  C.  Tillman 65 

liidist.  George  H.  Miller 55 

2d     •*     A.  R.Jones 56 

3d    "     Joseph  J.  Stewart 55 

4th   "     Jno.R.  Spenoe 56 

5th   "      W.  O.  Butler 55 

6th   "     W.F.Smith 55 

7th  "     A.  F.  Wooley 56 

14441  W  &  B 5 
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ITamet  of  penont  voted  for.  Nmnber  of  rotet  reoeiTod. 

Sthdist.  George  F.  Murrell 56 

»th    "      J.N.Twitty L  56 

10th    "      D.N.  Sanders 56 

nth    "      W.  A.  Ecord 56 

Which  will  folly  appear  by  reference  to  inclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  ana  official  signatures  this  8tb  day  of  November,  1892. 

K.  SCARBROUGH,  «f.   P., 

Neil  McJamss,  F,  H., 
T.  M.  Savage,  F,  H., 

Superintendemit. 

W.  H.  GAy,  Supervisor  P,  P. 

W.  H.  T.  Walker,  Sup,  Dem,  Pty. 

Dir90tU>n9, — ^The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
seal,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

precinct  returns. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election; 
that  we  are  Justices  of  tho  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary,  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  oast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

W.   R.   BUZHARDT,  J.  p., 

F.  E.  Gibson,  P.  /T., 
K.  I.  Dickinson,  P.  iJ., 

SuptrintendenU. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

W.  R.   BUZHARDT,  J.  p. 

State  of  Georgdl,  Richmond  County : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  oases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  at  124  disct.,  G.  M.,  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of 
Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  10th  Congressional  district  in 
the  Fifty-third  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  for  electors  for  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result: 

For  Fifty 'third  Congress, 

Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

James  C.  C.  Black 125 

Thomas  E.  Watson 99 

For  Presidential  electors. 

Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

Joseph  S.  James 117 

William  T.  Gary 117 

1st  dist.   Alfred  Herrington 117 

2d      "      Jesse  W.  Walters 117 

3d     "      Edgar  F.  Hintou 117 

4th    *'      WiUiam  C.  Adamson 117 

5th    "      Benjamin  M.  Blackburn 117 

6th    "      FrankFlynt 117 

7th    **      Pierce  M.  B.  Young 117 

8th    "      John  P.  Shannon 117 

9th    "      William  E.  Simmons 117 

10th    "      John  W.  Lindsey 117 

11th    "      McKendree  F.  McCook 117 
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XiBM  of  penoaa  voted  for. 

At  lam: 

Walter  B.HiU 

W.C.Sibley 

litdist.  y. E.St. Cloud. 

3d 

3d 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7th 

8th 

9th 
10th 
nth 


For  PrMidemHal  eleotort. 


Number  of  votes  received. 


« 
<i 
tt 
u 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
ft 


J.A.  Ramney 

J.  O.  Mangham 

N.P.Bauks 

H.A.8coinp 

William  R.  Handleiter 

W.  C.  Richardaon 

J.  B.  Hannlontt 

Frank  J.  Sibley 

J.M.Bradv 

W.A.  Haokabee 


KaoMo  of  persons  voted  for. 

At  large : 

Charles  W.  Arnold 

Jadson  W.  Lyons 

litdiat.   Richard  W.  CoUina 


For  Presidential  eleotare. 


Number  of  votes  received. 


2d 
3d 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
10th 
11th 


t* 

tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 


Benjamin  F.  Rollina 
Mitchell  G.Hall.... 
Jamea  R.  Thomaaon . 
(veorge  S.  Thomaa . . . 

labam  W.Wood 

Aaron  Collins 

Monroe  B.  Morton  . . 

John  W.  Parks 

John  M.  Bamea ..... 
Floyd  Suele^n 


Number  of  votes  received. 


For  Preeideniial  electors. 
Ksmss  of  persons  voted  for. 

Atlarse: 

A.  L.  Nance .- -. 94 

Jdo.  £.  C.  Tillman 94 

George  H.  Miller 94 

A.  R.  Jones 94 

Joseph  J.  Stewart 94 

Jno.K.  Spence... 94 

W.O.Bntler 94 

W^.  F.Smith 94 

A.F.Woolev 94 

George  F.  Mnrrell 94 

J.N.Twitty 94 

D.N.Sauders 94 

Wm.A.Ecord 94 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets, 
^iiven  under  our  hands  and  official  aignatures  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

W.  R.  BUZHARDT,  J,  P., 

R.  I.  Dickinson,  F.  H,, 
F.  E.  GIB80N,  F,  H., 

Superintendents, 

IHreetion$. — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
Ma],  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B.— Election  on  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November. 


Itt  diat. 

2d 

(( 

3d 

tt 

4th 

tt 

5tii 
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6th 

tt 
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It 

8th 

tt 

9th 

tt 

10th 

tt 

nth 

,t 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 


State  or  Georgia, 


County: 


All  and  each  of  ua  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
nay  be)  of  this  county ;  that  we  will  maJke  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
fai^wingly  permit  anyone  to  rote  unless  we  belieye  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so  entt- 
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tied  by  law :  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  wae  cast,  nnleee  called  on  by 
the  law  to  ao  so.    So  help  me  God. 

M.  E.  Macaulsy,  F,  M,, 

J.  P.   HUTCHSNB, 

"  JofiN  Vauohan,  J.  P., 

Superintendents, 

•  «  • 

Swo^  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day.  of  NpTember,  1892. 

John  Vauohan,  J,  P. 
State  of  Geokoia,  £ichm<md  Countif : 

By  yirtae  of  the  statute  in  snch  cases  made-  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  at  d98th  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of  Richmond, 
for  a  Member  of  Coneress  to  represent  the  10th  Congressional  district  in  the  Fifty- 
third  Con^^ress  of  the  United  States,  and  for  electors  forl^^ssident  and  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States.  -  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby  certify  that,  upon 
counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result : 

For  Fifty-third  Congreee. 
Namtts  of  person*  voted  for.  Namber  of  votoa  reoeived. 

James  C.C.  Black 1,644 

Thomas  E.  Watson 132 

For  Presidential  electors, 
Kamos  of  persons  voted  for.  Knmber  of  votes  reoeived. 

At  large : 

Joseph  8.  James 861 

William  T.  Gaiy 861 

Istdist.   Alfred  Herriugton 861 

2d     "      Jesse  W.  Walters 861 

3d     "      Edgar  F.Hinton 861 

4th    "      Winiam  C.  Adamson 861 

5th    "      Bei^jamin  M.  Blackburn 861 

6th    "      Frank  Flynt 861 

7th    "      Pierce  M.  B.  Young 861 

8th    "      John  P.  Shannon 861 

9th    "      William  E.Simmons 861 

10th    "      John  W.  Lindsey 861 

nth    "      McKendree  F.  McCook 861 

For  Presidential  electors. 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Nnmber  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

Walter  B.  Hill 2 

W.  C.  Sibley... 2 

Istdist.    V.E.St. Cloud 2 

2d     "      J.A.Rumney 2 

3d     "      J.O.Mangham 2 

4th    "      N.P.Banks 2 

5th    "      H.A.Scomp 2 

6th    "      William  R.  Handleiter 2 

7th    "      W.C.Richardson 2 

8th    "      J.  B.  Hunnioutt 2 

9th    "      Frank  J.  Sibley 2 

10th    "      J.M.Brady 2 

nth    "      W.A.Huckabee 2 

For  Presidential  electors, 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Knmber  of  votee  reoeived. 

At  large : 

Charles  W.  Arnold 896 

Jndson  W.Lyons 889 

Istdist.   Richard  W.  Collins 896 

2d     "      Benjamin  F.Rollins 896 

3d     "      Mitchell  G.  HaU 896 

4th    '*      James  R.  Thomason 896 

5th    "      George  S.  Thomas 896 

6th    "      Isham  W.Wood 896 

7th    "      AaronCollins , 896 

8th    "      Monroe  B.  Morton 896 

9th    "      John  W.  Parks 806 

0  th"      JohnM.Bames 885 

Uh    "      FloydSuelson 896 


WATSON   VS.    BLACK.  69 

For  PrtMvniial  eUotan. 

KiiDM  of  penons  voted  for.  Nomber  of  Totet  reoelTod* 

AtUurge: 

A.Ij.Nanoe 18 

W.R.Kemp 18 

Istdist.  G«orge  H.  MiUor 18 

2d     "  A.R.Jone8 18 

8d     "  Joseph  J.  Stewart 18 

4th   "  J.W.F.Little 18 

5th  "  W.O.Bntler 18 

eth   "  W.F.Smith 18 

7th   "  A.F.Wooley 18 

8th  "  George  F.  Mnrrell 18 

9th   "  J.N.Twitty 18 

10th   "  D.N.Sandera 18 

nth   "  B.G.Hyman 18 

Which  wiU  fully  ap]>ear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  nnder  onr  himds  and  official  signatures  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

John  Vaughan,  «/.  P., 

J.  P.  HtlTCHENS,  F.Hjj 

M.  £.  Macaulby,  p.  Ji.. 

8upeHnt&naeiiU. 

Jno.  D.  Sherhan,  U.  8,  Supervkar, 

DirecHoM. — ^The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
sealf  to  tne  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meriaian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

PRBCINCT  RETURNS. 

Stats  of  Georgia,  Bichnumd  County  : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  justioes  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary,  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county ;  that  we  will  make  a  Just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  any  one  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowinffly  prohibit  any  one  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divnlse  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    ^  help  me  Goa. 

John  H.  Nubung,  J.  P., 
Wm.  Hopkinson,  p.  H,, 
E.  J.  Doris,  P.  H,, 

Superin  iendenU. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

John  H.  Nubong,  Jvttioe  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Georgia,  Biehmond  County : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  at  600th  district  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of 
Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  10th  Congressional  District  in 
the  Fifty-third  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  for  electors  for  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby  certify 
that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result : 

For  n/ty-ihird  Congreee. 

NaaiM  of  penojis  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

James  C.  C.  Black ., 1,648 

Thomas  £.  Watson 546 

For  Prend^tial  electors. 

KaittM  of  persons  %'oted  fur.  Number  of  rotes  received. 

M  large: 

Joseph  S.  James 1,211 

William  T.  Gary 1,211 

Istdist.  Alfred  Herrington 1,211 

M     "      Jessie  W.  Walters 1,211 

3d    "     Edgar  F.  Hinton 1,211 
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IfamM  of  penons  voted  for.  Nnniber  of  Totes  received* 

4thdi«t.  William  C.  Adamaon 1,211 

5th  "  Bfiinamin  M.  Blackburn 1,211 

6th  "  FrankFlynt 1,111 

7th  "  Pierce  M.  B.  Young 1,211 

8th  •'  John  P.  Shannon 1,211 

9th  '*  William  E.  Simmona 1,211 

10th  *'  John  W.  Lindsey 1,211 

11th  *'  McKendree  F.  MoCook 1,211 

For  Presidential  electora. 
Namee  of  persons  voted  for.  Namber  of  votes  T«)oeived. 

At  large : 

Walter  B.Hill 

W.  C.  Sibley 

latdist.  V,  E.St.  Cloud 

2d     *'      S.  A.  Rumney 

*'      J.  O.  Mangham 

"      N.  P.  Banks 

*'      H.  A.  Scomp 

"      William  R.  Handleiter 

"      W.  C.  Richardson 

"      J.  B.  Uunnicutt 


"      Frank  J.  Sibley  . 

*•      J.  M.  Brady 

*'      W.  A.  Huckabee. 


For  Presidential  electors. 
Karnes  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

Charles  W.  Arnold 631 

Jndson  W.  Lyons 628 

Istdist.  Richard  W.  Collins 631 

2d     "      Benjamin  F.  Rollins 681 

3d     "      Mitchell  G.  Hall 631 

4th    "      James  R.  Thomason 681 

5th    "      George  S.  Thomas 631 

6th    *'      Isham  W.Wood *....  631 

7th    '*      AaronCoUins 631 

8th    *'      Monroe  B.  Morton 631 

9th    "      JohnW.Parks 631 

10th    "      JohnM.  Barnos ? 631 

nth    *'      FloydSuelson 631 

For  Presidential  electors, 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received* 

At  large : 

A.  L.  Nance 224 

JohnE.  C.  Tillman 225 

1st  dist.  George  H.  Miller 225 

2d      '*      A.  R.  Jones 225 

3d      "     Joseph  J.  Stewart 225 

4th    "      J.R.Spence 225 

5th    "      W.O.Butler 225 

6th    "      W.F.Smith 225 

7th    "      A.  F.  Wooley 225 

8th    "      George  F.  Murrell 225 

9th    "      J.N.Twitty 225 

10th    "      D.N.Sanders 225 

nth    *'      Wm.A.Ecord 226 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  inclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

John  H.  Nubuno,  J,  P., 
E.  J.  Doris,  F.  H,, 
Wm.  Hopkinson,  F,  H,y 

Superintendents, 
Correct : 

Danikl  Kerr, 
Jno.  T.  Batkman, 

U,  S,  Supervisors, 
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Jhnotiani.  —The  superintendents  of  the  pieoincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
este,  properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  or  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
teal,  to  toe  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B.— Election  on  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Biohmand  Count jf : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithftilly  superintend  this  day's  election; 
that  we  are  Justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  lust  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  oast,  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  6<ra. 

John  A.  Price,  J.  P., 
RoBT.  8.  Watkins,  F.  jGf., 
C.  J.  Skinner,  F,  H,, 

SuperintendenU, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

John  A.  Price,  Ju9tice  of  the  Peace, 

State  of  Georgia,  Biohmond  County: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  at  1269th  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of  Bich- 
mood,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  10th  Congressional  district  in  the 
Fifty  •third  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  for  electors  for  President  and  Vioe- 
Preeident  of  the  united  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby  certify  that, 
upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result : 

For  Ftft^'third  Congress. 

Naam  of  penons  voted  for.  Number  of  rotet  received. 

James  C.  C.  Black 658 

Thomas  E.  Watson 471 

For  Preeidential  electors. 
Nunee  of  perflon*  voted  for.  Number  of  vote*  received. 

At  large: 

Joseph  S.  James 566 

William  T.  Garv 565 

Utdist.  Alfred  Herrington 565 

2d     "      Jesse  W.  Walters 565 

3d     "      Edgar  F.  HInton 565 

4th    "      William  C.  Adamson 565 

5th    **      Benjamin  M.  Blackburn 565 

6th    "      FrankFlynt 565 

7th    "      Pierce  M.  B.  Toung 565 

8th    "      John  P.  Shannon 565 

9th    "      William  E.  Simmons 565 

10th    "      John  W.  Lindsev 565 

nth    "      MoKendree  F.  McCook 565 

For  Presidential  electors. 
Name*  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 


At  large : 

\l1ater  B.  HiU 

W.  C.  Sibley 

Istdist.  V.E.St.  Cloud 

2d     '*      J.  A.  Rumney 

3d     *'      J.  O.  Maugham 

4th    **      N.  P.  Banks 

5th    "      H.  A.  Scomp , 

6th    "      WiUiam  R.  Handleiter. 

7th    '»      W.C.Richardson 

8th    "      J.  B.  Hunnicutt 

9th    "      Frank  J.  Sibley 

10th    "      J.M.Brady 

nth    "      W.  A.  Huckabee 
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Kamea  of  persons  voted  for.  Nnmb«r  of  votes  reeeiv^ . 

At  large : 

Charles  W.  Arnold 161 

JndBon  W.  Lyons 160 

Istdist.  Richard  W.  Collins 161 

2d      "      Benjamin  F.  RoUins 161 

3d     "      Mitchell  G.  Hall 1«1 

4th    "      James  B.  Thomason 161 

6th    "      George  S.  Thomas 161 

fJth    '*      Isham  W.  Wood 161 

7th    "      AaronCoUins 161 

8th    "      Monroe  B.  Morton 161 

9th    "      JohnW.  Parks 161 

10th    "      JohnM.  Barnes 161 

nth    "      FloydSnelson 161 

• 

Far  Presidential  electors, 

.Kamss  of  penons  voted  for.  Kumber  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

A.  L.  Nance 399 

Jno.  E.  C.  Tillman 399 

Istdist.  George  H.  Miller 399 

2d  -*- 

3d 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7th 

8th 

9th 
10th 
nth 


A.  F.  Jones 399 

Joseph  J.  Stewart 399 

Jno.  R.  Spence 399 

W.O.  Butler 399 

W.F.Smith 399 

A.  F.  Wooley 399 

George  F.  Murrell 399 

J.  N.  Twitty 399 

D.N.  Sanders 399 

Wm.  A.  Ecord 399 

Which  will  fnlly  appear  by  reference  to  inclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures,  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

John  A.  Price,  J.  P., 

ROBT.  S.  W ATKINS,  F,  JET., 

C.  J.  Skinner,  F.  H,, 

Superintendents. 

Directions, — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filed,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election  including  the  ballots,  under 
Seal,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richnwnd  County: 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election; 
that  we  are  Justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county ;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast,  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

J.  B.  Fryer,  F.  B,, 

J.  E.  Templeton,  F.  jet., 

W.  L.  Murphy,  J.  P., 

Superintendents, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  1892. 

W.  L.  MURPHT,  J,  P. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  Co.: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  at  1434th  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of  Rich- 
mond, for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  10th  Congressional  district  in  the 
Fifty-third  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
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Presideiit  of  the  United  States.    And  we.  the  superintendeuts,  do  hereby  oertify 
thfti,  apon  ooanting  ont  the  Toles  polled,  the  following  is  the  resnlt: 

For  F{ftff'third  Congre$a, 

KuiM  of  pezvona  vot«d  for.  Nmnber  of  Totet  reoetv^d. 

Junes  C.  C.  BlAck 208 

Thomas  E.  Watson 83 

F&r  Presidential  eledore, 

Xamev  of  peraons  roted  for.  Number  of  rotes  reoelTed. 

At  large: 

Joseph  8.  James 201 

WUliam  T.  Gary 201 

Istdist  Alfred  Herrington 201 

2d     "     -Jeflse  W.  Walters 201 

3d     "      Edgar  F.  Hlnton , 201 

4th   *'      WiUiam  C.  Adamson 201 

5th   "      Benjamin  M.  Blackbnm 201 

eth   "      FrankFlynt 281 

7th   "      Pierce  M.  B.  Yoong 201 

8th   "      John  P.  Shannon 3il 

9th   **      WiUiam  E.  Simmons 201 

10th   "      John  W.  Lindsey 201 

11th   "      McKendree  F.  MoCTook 201 

For  Presidential  electare. 

Ktnee  of  poraona  voted  for.  Kumber  of  -rotes  reoeired. 

At  large: 

Walter  B.HiU 8 

W.C.Sibley 8 

Utdist.  V.  E.  St.  Clond 8 

2d     "     J.  A.  Rnmnev 3 

3d     "      J.  O.  Mangham 8 

4th   "      N.  P.Banks : 3 

5th   "      H.  A.  Scomp 3 

8th   "      WilHamK.  Handleitet 3 

7th   "     W.  C.  Richardson..... 3 

8th   «      J.  B.  Hannicutt 3 

Sth   *'      Frank  J.  Sibley 3 

mh   "      J.M.Brady 3 

llth   "      W.  A.  Hackabee 3 

For  Presidential  electors, 

Kames  of  peraona  voted  for.  Kamber  of  votes  received. 

At  large: 

Charles  W.  Arnold 8 

Jndson  W.  Lyons 8 

Utdist.  Richard  W.  Collins 8 

2d     "      Benjamin  F.  Rollins 8 

3d     "      Mitchell  G.  Hall 8 

4th   "     James  R.  Thoraason 8 

5th   "      George  S.  Thomas 8 

6th   •'      Isham  W.  Wood 8 

7th   "     Aaron  Collins 8 

8th   "      Monroe  B.  Morton 8 

9th   "     John  W.  Parks 8 

lOth   "     John  M.  Barnes 8 

llth  "      Floyd  Suelson 8 

For  Presidential  eleotors. 

5aniiea  of  peraona  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  Isrgn : 

A.  L.  Nance ,... 29 

W.  R.  Kemp  (not  on  ticket)  [John  E.  C.  Tillman] 29 

Utdist.  George  H.  MUler 29 

M    *'     A.  R.Jones 29 

3d    "     Joseph  J.  Stewart 29 

*th  '«     J.  W.F.  Little  (not  on  ticket)  [John  R.  Spence] 29 
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Name*  of  peraons  Toted  for.  Nnmber  of  TotM  neetrtA. 

5thdifit.  W.  O.  Butler 29 

6th  "  W.F.Smith 29 

7th  "  A.F.  Wooley 29 

8th  "  George  F.  Mnrrell 29 

9th  "  J.N.Twitty 25 

10th  "  D.N.Sanders 29 

11th  "  R.  L.  Hynian  (not  on  ticket)  [Wm.  A.  Ecord] 29 

Which  will  folly  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  8th  day  of  November^  1892. 

J.  B.  Fryer,  F.  H,, 

J.  E.  Tbmpleton,  F,  H,f 

H.  L.  Murphy,  J.  P., 

SuperiniendefiU. 
L.  G.  Story,  Democraij 
E.  O.  Bbckum,  People's  Party, 

Superiitan. 

Directions. — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  fdl  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
seal,  to  line  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

CONSOLIDATED  RETURN. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

We,  the  undersigned,  a  majority  of  the  superintendents  at  the  court-house,  and 
one  superintendent  for  each  other  voting  place,  of  an  election  held  in  the  coanty  of 
Bichmond,  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to 
represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the  Fifty-third  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  do 
certify  that  we  have  this  day  met  and  consolidated  the  returns  of  the  other  voting 
places  with  the  court-house,  and  that  the  following  is  the  result: 

For  Fifty-third  Congress, 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  rotes  receiyed. 

Jas.  C.  C.  Black 10,776 

Thos.  E.  Watson 1,782 

For  Presidential  electors. 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

Joseph  S.  James 8, 301 

William  T.  Gary 8,301 

1st  dist.  Alfred  Herrington 8,301 

2d     "      Jesse  W.  Walters 8,301 

3d     '*      Edgar  F.  Hinton 8,301 

4th    *'      William  C.  Adamson 8,301 

5th    '*      Benjamin  M. Blackburn 8,301 

6th    "      Frank  Flynt 8,301 

7th    "      Pierce  M. B.  Young 8,301 

8th    "      John  P. Shannon 8,301 

»th    ''      William  E. Simmons 8,301 

10th    "      John  W. Lindsey 8,301 

nth    "      McKendree  F. McCook 8,301 

For  Presidential  electors. 
Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Nnmber  of  votes  received. 

At  large : 

Walter  B.Hill 23 

W.C.Sibley 23 

1st  dist.  V.E.St.Cloud 23 

2d     **      J.A.Rnmney 23 

3d     '•      J.O.Mangham 23 

4th    "      N.P.Banks 23 

5th    '^      H.A.Soomp 23 

6th    "      William  R.  Handleiter 23 

7th    "      W.C.Richardson 23 

8th    '*      J.  B.  Hunnicutt 23 

9th    *'      Frank  J.  Sibley 23 

10th    "      J.M.Brady 23 

nth    "      W.A.Huckabee 23 
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For  Preeidei^tial  eleotorB. 
KaiBM  of  penoiiB  roted  for.  Number  of  votes  receivell. 

At  lATffO  Z 

Chas^ W. Arnold 3,224 

Jodnon  W.  Lyons 3,201 

Ut  dist.  Richd.  W.  Collins 3,225 

2d     ••      Bciy.F.Romns 3,225 

3d     "      Mitchell  G.  Hall 3,225 

4th    "      .las.  R. Thomason 3,225 

5th    "      Geo.S.Thomas 3,225 

6th    "      Isham  W.Wood 3,225 

7th    '*      AaronCoUins 3,225 

8th    '•      Monroe  H.  Morton 3,225 

9th    "      JohnW.Parks 3,225 

10th    "      JohnM.Barnes 3,224 

nth    "      FloydSuelson 3,225 

Fin"  Preaideniial  eleetori. 
5«BMe  of  persoos  voted  for.  Namber  of  votes  received. 

At  large: 

Almon  L.Nance 1,050 

John  £.  C.  Tillman 1,061 

Ut  dist.  Geo.  H.Miller 1,061 

2d     "      Alex.F.Jones 1,051 

3d     **      Jos.  J.  Stewart 1,051 

4th    "      JohnR.Spenoe 1,061 

5th    *•      Wni.O.Bat]er 1,051 

6th    "      Wm.F.Sniith 1,061 

7th   "      A. Feaster Woolley 1,061 

8th   "      Geo.  F. Murrell 1,051 

9th   *'      J.  Newton  Twittv 1.047 

10th    •'      Dennis  N.  Sanders 1,051 

nth    "      Wm.A.Ecord 1,051 

Which  win  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 

The  undersigned,  Rnperintendents  of  this  day's  election  at  the  different  precincts, 
do  farther  certify  that  the  inclosed  contains  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  at  each 
precinct  in  said  county,  in  said  election ;  also  the  names  of  the  persons  voted  for, 
and  an  accurate  statement  of  the  polls,  as  kept  at  each  of  said  precincts. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  9th  day  of  November,  1892. 

Cha8.  a.  Wyldk,  F,  H.flWih  Dist., 

Bryan  Lawrbnck,  F,  H.,  120th  IHsU, 

R.  R.  Battey,  F,  £r.,  120ik  IH$t., 

Nathan  Davis,  JV.  P.  and  ex  off.  J.  P.,  120ih  Diat.,  G.  i/., 

L.  M.  WYLD8,  N.  P.  and  ex  off.  J.  P.,  IgUt  Dietriot,  G.  M., 

S.  P.  Weisiger,  F.  H.,  122d  Diet.,  (i.  M., 

T.  M.  Savage,  F.  H.,  12Sd  Diet.,  G.  Af., 

W.  R.  BuzHARDT,  J.  P.,  Ig4fh  Diet.,  G.  M., 

M.  E.  Macauly,  F.  H.,  398th  DUt.,  G.  if., 

John  R.  Nbibuno,  J.  P.,  600th  DUt.y  G.  M., 

John  A.  Price,  J.  P.,  lS69th,  G.  M., 

John  B.  Fryer,  P.  JT.,  14S4th,  G.  J/., 

Superintendents, 

Note. — A  list  of  the  voters,  one  of  the  tally  sheets,  the  oaths,  the  certificate  of 
the  ssperintendents,  and  the  returns  from  the  precincts  make  up  the  return  to  be 
Bsde  to  the  secreta^  of  state.  When  the  package  is  properly  made  up,  it  should  be 
directed  thus:  '*To  the  Hon.  Philip  Cook,  secretary  of  state,  Atlanta,  6a." 

State  or  Obi>roia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State: 

1,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  eleven  (11)  pages  of  printed  and  written  matter  contain  a  true 
»oA  eorrect  copy  of  the  consolidated  returns  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of 
Kiehmond,  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  8th  day  of  November,  1892,  for  a  Representative 
to  the  53]rd  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congressional  district  of 
Georgia,  and  precinct  returns  from  said  county  at  said  election,  for  the  following 
Uilitia  districts,  viz:  119th,  120th,  Hoods,  122nd,  Poor  House,  124th,  a98th,  600th, 
1369th,  and  1434th,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file  in  this 
office. 
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In  testimony  whereof  I  have  heiennto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my 
office,  at  the  oapitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  dav  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[SEAL.]  Allen  D.  Candlbb,  Seoreiary  of  8taie. 

[These  retnma  mast  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secrettry  of  State.] 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

8TATE  OF  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  elec- 
tion; that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (ss  the 
case  may  be)  of  this  county ;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and 
not  knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and.  will  not  divulse  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

Jambs  T.  Robertson,  F,  B,, 
W.  A.  Musk.  J,  P., 
James  W.  Moore,  F.  JET., 

SuporintendenU, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1895. 

W.  A.  Muse,  Ju$tice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  2nd  da^  of  October,  1895,  at  122d  election  precinct  in  the  county  of  Richmond, 
for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the  Fifty- 
fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result : 

For  54th  Congreea, 

Kamee  of  persona  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  reoetved. 

J.  C.  C.Black 751 

Thoe.  E.  Watson -. 42 

Bcratched  tickets 3 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  second  day  of  October,  1895. 

Jambs  T.  Robertson,  F,  H., 
W.  A.  Muse,  J,  P., 
James  W.  Moore,  F.  H,, 

Superintendents. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  October,  1895. 

W.  A.  Muse,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Direotione. — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  cer- 
tificate, properly  fillea,  and  all  other  papers  ot'  the  election,  including  the  b^lots, 
under  seal,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian 
of  the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State : 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify? 
that  the  foregoing  nineteen  (19)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
returns,  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  a  special  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
and  State  of  Georgia  at  the  122ud  dlst.,  G.  M.,  on  the  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  for  a 
Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  fVom  the  10th  Conores- 
aional  dist.  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file  in 
this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office 
at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[seal.]  Allen  D.  Candler, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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ITheM  redxnifl  mqtt  l^  m«Ued  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  Sitate.] 

Precinct  retumB, 

Stats  of  Okoroia,  Richmond  County : 

All  and  each  of  ns  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superinteDd  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  jnatices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary,  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  maKe  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowinely  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  accordinfir- 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  Yoting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law,  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

Nkil  McInnes,  FreeikolAer, 

P.  A.  SCHLBY,  Freeholder, 

T.  M.  Savaqb, 

R.  H.  P.  Day, 

Chas.  F.  Lombard,  Juetice  of  the  Peace, 

Superintendents, 

Sworn  to  and  snbscribed  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1895. 

Chas.  F.  Lombard,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

State  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County: 

By  virtne  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  at  Poorhouse  election  precinct  in  the  county  of  Rich- 
iDODd,  for  a  Member  of  Congress,  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in 
the  Fifly-foarth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do 
hereby  certify  that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result : 

For  64th  Congress. 

KtflMa  of  penons  voted  for.  Xomber  of  votes  received. 

J. CO.  Black 400 

Tliomis  E.  Watson 27 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Giren  under  oar  hands  ana  official  signatures  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1895. 

Neil  McInkes,  Freeholder, 

P.  A.  ScHi^Y,  Freeholder^ 

T.  M.  Savage, 

R.  H.  P.  Day, 

Chas.  F.  Lombard,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Superintendents, 

Direeiiome. — Th«  saperintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  oertifi- 
eate,  properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  inolndlng  the  ballols,  under 
Msl,  to  tne  connty  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B.— Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Gborgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State: 

I.  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  ten  (10)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
Rtiinw,  and  a  list  of  the  voters  at  a  special  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
and  State  of  Georgia  at  the  123rd  dist.,  G.  M.,  on  the  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  for  a 
Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congressional 
distriet  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file  in  this 
office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office, 
atthecapitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  onr 
Urd  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
Ufiited  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[aiAJL]  Allxn  D.  Candlbr, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[TheM  returns  must  be  mailed  to  tbfi  Hon.  Seoretary  of  State.] 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

Statk  of  Georgia,  Bichwufnd  County : 

AH  and  each  of  as  do  swear,  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
tbt  we  are  jasticea  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary,  or  freeholders  (as  the  oaae 
>*7  be)  of  this  coanty ;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
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knowioffly  pennit  any  one  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  acoording 
to  the  &W8  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  any  one  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law,  and  will  not  divalge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  anless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  Qod. 

John  A.  Price,  •/.  P., 
James  Walsh,  F,  H,, 
C.  J.  Skinner,  F.  B,^ 

SupwiniendmiU, 

6 worn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1895. 

John  A.  Price,  Juttioe  of  the  Peace, 

State  of  Georgia,  Bidimond  Countif  : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  oases  made  and  provide  1,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  at  1269th  election  precinct  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the  Fifty- 
fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,*  the  following  is  the  result : 

For  54th  Congress. 

Names  of  persons  roted  for.  Number  of  %'otes  received. 

J.C.C.Black 283 

Thos.  £.  Watson 53 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
-Given  under  our  bands  and  official  signatures  this  2d  day  of  October,  1^5. 

John  A.  Price,  J.  P., 
Jamrs  Walsh,  F.  H,, 
C.  J.  Skinner,  F.  H., 

Mantigere, 

Directions, — ^The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  includinff  the  balloto,  under 
seal,  to  tne  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  aclock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

6tatb  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State : 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler^  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  eieht  (8)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
returns,  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  a  special  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
and  State  of  Georgia  at  the  1269th  dist.,  G.  M.,  on  the  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  for  a 
Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congres- 
sional dist.  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file  in  this 
office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office, 
at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  ana  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[SEAL.]  Allen  D.  Cani»ler, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[These  returLs  must  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRKCINCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day*s  election ; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary,  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  wiU  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  nut 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  any  anyone  from  voting  who 
is  so  entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called 
on  by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

John  H.  Neibley, 
Julius  Baum, 
S.  S.  W.  Carter, 

Superin  tendents. 

6worn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1895. 

John  H.  Neibley,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
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Stats  of  Gboroia, Camt^tif : 

Bj  Tirtae  of  the  stotate  in  saoh  oases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 

tlie  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  at  —  election  pieoinct,  in  the  county  of ,  for 

s  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the  Fifty- 
fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we.  the  snperintendents,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify that,  apon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  tne  following  is  the  result : 

For  64th  CongreBi. 
KaiM*  of  penoDs  Toted  for.  Ntimber  of  votes  reoeivad. 

JU.C.C.  Black 1,645 

TbM.£.  Watson 215 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
GiTen  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  2d  day  of  October,  1895. 

JUMUS  Baum,  F,  H,, 
8.  W.  Cartea,  F.^., 

Superintendents, 

Directions. — ^The  snperintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cste,  properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
•eal,  to  tne  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  (/clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

X.  B.  Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Georgia,  Ofiee  of  Seeretary  of  State : 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
thtt  the  foregoing  thirty -seven  (37)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the 

Srecinct  retnrns  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  a  special  election  held  in  the  county  of 
ichmond  and  State  of  Georgia  at  the  600th  dist.,  G.  M.,  on  the  2nd  day  of  October, 
1895,  for  a  Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th 
Coninessional  dist.  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of 
tile  in  this  office. 
In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office, 

at  the  capitol,  in  the  citv  of  Atlanta,  this day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

one  thousand  eight  hunared  and  ninety ,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 

Ststes  of  America  the  one  hundred  and . 

fsiAL.]  Allen  D.  Candler, 

Secretary  of  Btate. 

[These  returns  must  be  mmiled  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgla,  Bichmond  County: 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary,  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  Just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
notified  by  law;  and  will  not  divulge  tor  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  Goil. 

W.  H.  Harges,  F,  H.J 

W.  T.  Lamar,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Jno.  D.  Sheahan,  /'.  //., 

Superintendents. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1{$95. 

W.  T.  Lamar,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
State  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
tbe  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  at  120  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of  Richmond,  for 
1  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the  Fifty- 
fonrth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby 
certify  that  upon  counting  ont  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result: 

For  54th  Congress. 
XaaiM  of  pereons  roted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

Jn.  C.  C.  Black 1,032 

TbomssE.  Watson 66 

Blink 2 

1,090 
Whidi  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
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Given  under  onr  hands  and  official  signatures  tliis  2nd  day  of  Ootober,  189&. 

W.  T.  Lamar,  JutHce  of  the  FetM, 
W.  H.  Habges,  F,  H,, 
Jno.  D.  ShsahaNi  F.  H,, 

SuperintendenU. 

W.  T.  Lamar, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  IBOih  dietrict,  Q.  M, 

DireciUme, — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  ceriifi* 
cate,  properljr  fiUedi  and  aU  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  hallots,  under 
scuiJ,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  nun^her,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

Statb  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State : 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  twenty-five  (25)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  oi  the  pre- 
cinct returns  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  a  special  election  held  in  tne  county  of 
Richmond  and  State  of  Georgia  at  the  120th  dist.,  6.  M.,  on  the  2  day  of  October, 
1895,  for  a  Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  lOth 
Concessional  dist.  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of 
file  m  this  office. 

In  testimonv  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office, 
at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  ninety -six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  ana  twentieth. 

[SEAL.]  Allen  D.  Candler, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[These  retnnu  most  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRSCIKCT  RETURNS. 

Statr  of  Georgia,  Riohmond  County  : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day *s  election; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the 
case  may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and 
not  knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so 
according  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting 
who  is  so  entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless 
called  on  by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

Henry  K.  Low  re  y,  F,  B,, 

H.  De.  Leon,  N,  P.  and  ex  off,  J.  P., 

Superintendents. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1895. 

H.  De.  Leon,  >N.  P.  and  ex  off,  J,  P. 

State  op  Georgia,  Riohmond  County: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  2nd  day  of  October.  1895,  at  Fifth  Ward  electionprecinct,  in  the  county  of  Rich- 
mond, for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in 
the  If  ifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do 
hereby  certify  that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result: 

For  64th  Congress, 

Names  of  persons  voted  for.  Kamber  of  votes  received. 

J.C.C.  Black 259 

Thomas  £.  Watson '. 3(» 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  ana  official  signatures  this  second  day  of  October,  1895. 

H.  K.  Lowrey,  F,  H,f 

H.  De.  Leon,  N,  P.  and  ex  off,  J.  P,, 

Superintendents, 

XHrectiMff, — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  balloto.  under 
seal,  to  tne  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  mericfian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 
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State  of  Gboboia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State: 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Oeor^a,  do  hereby  certify 
tbst  the  foregoing  four  (4)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
returns,  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  a  special  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
sad  Stote  of  Georgia,  at  the  1269th  District,  G.  M.,  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1895,  for 
s  Representatiye  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congres- 
flionsl  district  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  me  in 
this  oflSce. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  herennto  set  m^  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my 

office,  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this day  of ,  in  the  year  of 

our  I^rd  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety ,  and  of  the  Independence  of 

the  United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and . 

[6KAL.]  Allen  D.  Candlkr,  Secretary  of  State, 

[These  returns  mnat  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRBCIKCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

AH  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  pnblie,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  aocording 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  Is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  «ny  vote  was  cast,  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

Geo.  a.  Hookey,  J.  P., 
Millard  F.  McDADK,7^Vee^oWfr, 
JosiAH  M.  Seago,  Freeholder, 

Superin  iendente. 

Sworn  to  and  subcribed  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1895. 

Geo.  a.  Hookey,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  at  Pine  Hill  (124  Dist.)  election  precinct,  in  the  county 
of  Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress,  to  represent  the  Tenth  C«fngressional  dis- 
trict in  the  Fifty-fourth  ('ougress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintend- 
ents, do  hereby  certify,  that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is 
the  result: 

For  64th  Congrese, 

Naaee  of  pereons  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  received. 

Thomas  E.  Watson 62 

JimesC.  C.  Black 23 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  inclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures,  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1895. 

Geo.  a.  Hookey,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Millard  F.  McDade,  Freeholder, 
J08IAH  M.  Seago,  Freeholder, 

Superintendents, 

Dirtetians. — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election  including  the  ballots,  under 
■esl,  to  the  connty  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
tlie  next  day. 

N.  B.— Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State : 

I,  Alien  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
tw  the  foregoing  three  (3)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
TetoniB  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  a  special  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
ud  gtste  of  Georgia,  at  the  124th  dist.,  G.  M.,  on  the  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  for  a 
Bepraentative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congressional 
^t.  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file  in  this  oflSce. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office. 

at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this day  of -.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

OM  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety ,  and  of  the  Inoependenoe  of  the  United 

Ststet  of  America  the  one  hundred  and . 

[ftiAL.]  Allen  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State, 
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[TheM  retuma  mast  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Seoretuj  of  State.] 

PRBCIKCT  RETURNS. 

Statb  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  Hwear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election; 
that  we  are  Justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  f^eholders  (as  the  cats 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  Just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  fh>m  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  lor  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

Francis  M.  Clark,  Freeholder, 
Thobias  G.  Tabb.  Freeholder^ 

SuperintendeM  is. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1895. 

Chas.  a.  Wyldb,  Juetice  of  the  Peace. 
Stats  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County  : 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  at  Belair  election  precinct,  in  the  county  of  Richmond, 
.  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represeht  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the  Fifty- 
fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.    And  we.  the  superintendent-s,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  tne  following  is  the  result : 

For  54th  Congreee. 
Names  of  penons  voted  for.  XniDber  of  votes  received. 

James  C.  C.  Black 

Thos.  E.  Watson 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  inclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures,  this  2d  day  of  October,  1895. 

Francis  M.  Clark,  Freeholder, 
Thos.  G.  Tabb,  Freeholder, 
Chas.  A.  Wylde,  Justice  Peace, 

Superintendente, 

IHrectiona. — ^The  superintendent  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election  including  the  ballots,  under 
seal,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meriaian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State : 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  three  (3)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
returns  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  a  special  election  held  in  the  county  of  Riohmond 
and  State  of  Georgia  at  the  119  dist.,  G.  M.,  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1895,  for  a  Rep- 
resentative of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congressional 
dist.  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file  in  wis  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office. 

at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  —  day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 

States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and . 

[seal.]  Allen  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  Statel 

[These  retains  mast  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgla.,  Richmond  County : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  Justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
may  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  maKc  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  fh>m  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

George  J.  Cawley,  Freeholder, 

Asa  U.  Rooks,  Freeholderj 

L.  M.  Wylds,  X,  P,  and  ex  offi.  J,  P., 

Superintenden  /t. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  October,  1895. 

L.  M.  Wylds,  N,  P,  and  ex  offi.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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State  op  Gkorgia,  Richmond  County : 

By  Tirtne  of  the  stotnte  in  snoh  oases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  at  Hoods  Chapel  election  precinct  in  the  County  of 
Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Couffress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district 
in  the  Fifty -fourth  Conf^^ress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do 
hereby  certify  that^  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result : 

For  54th  Congresi, 

Nmdm  of  peraone  voted  for.  Nnmber  of  votes. 

J.C.C.  Black 23 

Thomas  £.  Watson 106 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
Giveu  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1895. 

Asa  H.  Rooks,  Freeholder, 

Gkobok  J.  Cawlbt,  Freeholder, 

L.  M.  Wyij>8,  2i.  P.  and  ex  ojfi.  J,  P.. 

Superinienaen  t«. 

JHreeUone, — The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  oertifi- 
este,  properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots^ 
onder  seal,  to  the  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock 
neridian  of  the  next  day. 

N.  B.— Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Gbokgia,  Ofice  of  Secreiarif  of  State: 

Ij  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  four  (4)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
retains  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  a  special  election  held  in  Richmond  County  and 
Stste  of  Georgia  at  the  121  dist.  G.  M.,  on  the  2  day  of  October,  1895,  for  a  Renresenta- 
tive  of  the  sTth  Conffress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congressionsi  dist.  of 
Georgia,  as  appears  m>m  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file  in  this  office. 

In  testimonv  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office, 
St  the  capitoi,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lwd  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[seal.]  Allen  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State» 

[Theee  xetnme  most  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRECINCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Gboroia,  Richmond  County: 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithftiUy  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  Joatices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
Buy  he)  of  this  county ;  that  we  will  make  a  Just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  according 
to  the  uws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  wnom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
by  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

John  B.  Haynir,  X.  P.,  ex,  off.  J,  P., 

J.  B.  Frylk,  F.  H., 

B.  L.  Rhodes,  F.  A,, 

Superintendents . 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1895. 

John  B.  Haynik,  N,  P.,  ex  off  Justice  of  the  Feaee, 

Stats  of  Gsoroia,  Richmond  County: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  2nd  day  of  October,  1896,  at  Hephzibah  election  precinct  in  the  county  of  Rich- 
Bond,  for  a  Member  of  Congras,  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  the 
Hfty-fonrth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superintendents,  do  hereby 
cstU^  that,  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled,  the  following  is  the  result: 

For  64th  Congreee, 
'Stam  ot  persona  voted  for.  Number  of  votee  receiyed. 

J.C.C.  Black 26 

Thos.  E.  Wataon 26 

Which  will  folly  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
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Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signataree  this  2nd  day  of  October,  18%. 

John  B.  Haynie,  N.  P.,  ex  off,  J,  P., 
.J.  B.  Frylk,  F.  jy., 
B.  L.  Rhodes,  F.  H,, 
,  SmpminUndmU, 

J>ireoHoii«.— The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foref^oing  eertifi* 
oate,  properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  incladins  the  ballots,  nnder 
seal,  to  the  county  Bit%  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
•the  next  day. 
'    N.  B. — Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

HStatet  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State: 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  8tate  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  three  (3)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
returns,  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  a  special  election  held  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
and  State  of  Georgia  at  the  1434th  dist.  (i.  M.,  on  the  2nd  day  of  October,  1896,  for 
ft  Representative  of  the  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congres- 
sional dist.  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of  file  In  this 
office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office, 
'at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety -six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[SEAL.]  Allex  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State, 

[These  retams  most  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State.] 

PRBCIKCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election; 
,that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary  or  freeholders  (as  the  case 
•  map  be)  of  this  county;  that  we  will  make  a  just  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
(knowinffly  permit  anyone  to  vote  unless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so 
entitled  by  law ;  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  unless  called  on 
bjr  the  law  to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

Thomas  M.  Philpot,  F.  JET., 

Lewis  M.  Kent,  F.  JOf"., 

William  T.  Lamar,  Juetice  of  the  Peace, 

Superintendent*. 

, .  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

W.  T.  liAMAR,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

'  State  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County : 

'  By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  andprovided,  an  election  was  held  on 
*the  2nd  day  of  October,  1895,  at  450  Broad  st.  122d  G.  M.  election  precinct  in  the 
'county  of  Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congres- 
sional district  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  Unitea  States.  And  we,  the  super- 
intendents, do  hereby  certify  that,  upon  counting  out  the  vot<es  polled,  the  following 
is  the  result : 

For  54th  Congress. 

Kamea  of  persons  voted  for.  Knniber  of  votes  received. 

James  C.  C.  Black 3,045 

Thomas  £.  Watson 64 

r    Which  will  ftiUy  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets. 
.    Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  6th  day  of  November,  1894. 

Thomas  M.  Philpot,  F,  H., 

Lewis  M.  Kent,  F,  H,, 

William  T.  Lamar,  Justiee  of  the  Peace, 

Superintendents, 

Directions, — ^The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots,  under 
seal,  to  tne  county  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian  of 
the  next  day. 

N.  B.— Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 
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State  of  Okorqia,  Ojfiee  of  Secretary  of  State: 

ly  Allan  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  forei^ing  sixty  (60)  pages  contain  a  trae  and  correct  copy  of  the  precinct 
retams  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  an  election  held  in  the  county  of  Bichmond  and 
State  of  Georgia,  at  the  122nd  dist.  G.  M.,  for  a  Representative  to  the  54th  Congress 
of  the  United  States  from  the  10th  Congressional  district  of  Georgia,  as  appear^ 
fnm  the  election  returns  from  said  county  now  of  file  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  m  v  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office, 
at  the  Capitol,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  dav  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninetv-siz,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[SKAL.]  A.  D.  Candler,  Secretary  of  State, 

[Tbeae  retnma  inuat  be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretaiy  of  State.] 

PRRCIMCT  RETURNS. 

State  of  Gkorola,  Siehmond  County : 

All  and  each  of  us  do  swear  that  we  will  faithfully  superintend  this  day's  election ; 
that  we  are  justices  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  ordinary,  or  f^eholders  (as  the  case 
nay  be)  of  this  county ;  that  we  will  make  a  Jnst  and  true  return  thereof,  and  not 
knowingly  permit  anyone  to  vote  nnless  we  believe  he  is  entitled  to  do  so  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  nor  knowingly  prohibit  anyone  from  voting  who  is  so  entitled 
by  law,  and  will  not  divulge  for  whom  any  vote  was  cast  nnless  called  on  by  the  law 
to  do  so.    So  help  me  God. 

John  Vaughan,  J,  P., 
8.  H.  Myers,  F.  H., 
John  F.  Vaughan,  JP.  If., 

SuperintenaeHte. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  October,  1806. 

John  Vaughan,  J»  P. 
State  of  Gkorola,  Riehfn&nd  County: 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  an  election  was  held  on 
the  2Dd  day  of  October,  1895,  at  396  dist.,  G.  M.,  3rd  Ward  election  precinct,  in  the 
ooQoty  of  Richmond,  for  a  Member  of  Congress,  to  represent  the  Tontn  Congressional 
district  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the  superin- 
tendents, do  hereby  certify  that  upon  counting  out  the  votes  polled  the  following  is 
the  resalt : 

For  54th  Congreee. 

^tMm  of  penoBfl  voted  for.  Number  of  votes  reoeiTod. 

JamesC.C.  Black 1,023 

Thomaa  £.  Watson 35 

Which  will  fully  appear  by  reference  to  enclosed  lists  of  voters  and  tally  sheets.  ', 
Given  under  our  hands  and  official  signatures  this  second  day  of  October,  1895. 

John  Vaughan,  J.  P., 
8.  H.  Myers,  F.  H., 
John  F.  Vatghan,  F.  H., 

Superinienaente,   ; 

DireeOone. — ^The  superintendents  of  the  precincts  must  send  the  foregoing  certlfi* 
ttte,  properly  filled,  and  all  other  papers  of  the  election,  including  the  ballots, 
VDder  seal,  to  the  coiinty  site,  in  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  by  12  o'clock  meridian 
of  the  next  day. 

N.  B.—Election  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd,  1895. 

State  of  Georgia,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State: 

I,  Allen  D.  Candler,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Georffia,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  twenty-two  (22)  pages  contain  a  true  and  correct  cc»py  «f  the 
pneinet  returns  and  a  list  of  the  voters  of  a  special  election  held  in  the  county  of 
lUchmond  and  State  of  Georffia  at  the  398th  dist.  G.  M.,  on  the  2nd  day  of  October, 
1^,  for  a  Representative  of  tiie  54th  Congress  of  the  United  States  mm  the  lOth 
Cooneasional  dist.  of  Georgia,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  said  election  now  of 
Qe  in  this  office. 

Id  testimonT  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office; 
>t  the  eapitoi,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  this  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
1^  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth. 

[81AL.1  Allen  D.  Cani>Lbr,  Secretary  of  State,    ' 
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Exhibit  U.-^ohn  A,  Faueeit,  ordinary,  MeDtiffie  Co,,  Ga, 

United  States  of  America,  Department  of  the  Interior, 

Waahington,  D.  C,  December  SI,  1S95. 

Be  it  remembered  that  George  S.  Donnell,  who  has  sifted  the  annexed  certificate^ 
wae,  at  the  date  of  siffnine  thereof,  chief  of  Censuii  Divisioni  and  that  to  his  attesta- 
tions as  such  full  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  given. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  caused  the  seal  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  be  affixed  the  day  and  year  tint  above  written. 

[seal. J  Wm.  H.  Sims, 

Acting  Sccretarg  of  the  Jnierior, 

Department  of  the  Interior,  Census  Division, 

W<i»hington,  December  SO,  1895. 

Pursuant  to  section  882  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  I,  George  S.  Donnell,  chief  of 
Census  Division,  Department  of  the  Interior,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  fi^^ures 
relative  to  the  population  of  specified  counties  situated  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  as 
given  in  the  following  statement,  are  according  to  the  official  count  of  tiie  returns 
made  nnder  the  Eleventh  Census : 


CountiM. 


ColambiA... 

Glascock... 

Hancock . . . 

Jefferson.... 

Lincoln  . . . . . 

MoDaffle.... 

Richmond.. 

Taliaferro.., 

Wilkinson. 

Warren 

Washington 


Total 
popolation. 


11,281 

8,720 

17, 149 

17.213 

6.140 

8.789 

46.194 

7.291 

10.781 

10,957 

25,237 


Males  21  yean  and    Males  5  to  20  years 
oyer.  I  Inolnaive. 


White. 


White.  !  Colored. 


095 
558 

871 
1,307 

513 

096 
3,738 

685 
1,128 

8S2 
2,151 


1,889 


2.874 
2.883 
845 
1.806 
4.009 
1,189 
1.156 
1.732 
8.228 


Geo.  S.  Donnell, 
Chief  of  Ceneue  Divisiofi,  D^Mtrtment  of  the  Interior. 

Notice  of  taking  depoeitions. 

Hon.  Thomas  E.  Watson  : 

-  You  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house,  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  county  of 
Richmond,  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian 
time,  I  will,  on  January  13, 1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examina- 
tion is  completed,  before  B.  W.  Barrow,  notary  public,  of  Richmond  County,  State  of 
Georgia,  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  all  residents  of  the 
county  of  Richmond,  to  wit:  Hon.  W.  F.  Eve,  P.J.Sullivan,  Neal  McGinnis,  J.  J. 
Doughty,  George  M.  Hood,  Joseph  Cartledge,  William  Desmond,  ClifiTord  Steed, 
Augustus  R.  B^ler,  William  Bearden,  D.  G.  Fogarty,  P.  J.  O'Connor,  M.  J.  Davem, 
Dan  Kerr,  Judge  E.  II.  Callaway,  MaJ.  Joseph  B.  Cnmming,  said  testimony  to  be 
used  by  me  in  your  contest  against  me  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Con- 
gress from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia.  This  the  10th  day  of  January, 
1896. 

J.  C.  C.  Black. 
By  his  attorneys  at  law,  Jos.  B.  Cumming. 

J.  K.  Lamar. 

C.  H.  Cohen. 

BoYKiN  Wright. 

Notice  of  taking  depoeitione. 

Hon.  Thomas  E.  Watson  : 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house,  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  county  of 
Richmond,  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  10  o^olock  a.  m.,  seventh-fifth  meridian 
time,  I  will,  on  January  22, 1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examina- 
tion is  completed,  before  B.  W.  Barrow,  notary  public,  of  Richmond  County,  State  of 
Geor^a,  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  residents  of  the  county 
of  Richmond,  to  wit :  W.  B.  Youn^,  Chas.  S.  Bohler,  W.  M.  Dunbar,  J.  L.  Robinson,  W. 

A.  Muse,  J.  J.  Davis,  Chas.  Baillie,  Lewis,  Edward  Collins,  J.  T.  Heard  and 

J.  W.  Moore,  W.  H.  Nurenberger,  W.  M.  d'Antiguac,  Bryan  Lawrence,  John  Vaughn, 
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&  H.  Myen,  ThomM  Strinffer,  Jim  Stradford,  Tom  Williams,  F.  £.  Obenauf,  R.  E.  Wil- 
aon,  Frank.  A.  CaUioan,  Jonn  D.  SheahaD,  Josh  Johnston,  L.  M.  Borros,  W.  T.  Lamar, 
Ed  Rice,  J.  B.  Keener,  Jim  Caahin,  J.  J.  Ciwhin,  Mat  Sheron,  John  H.  Neibling,  P. 
Powers,  Bob  Peoples,  Robert  Harper,  B.  W.  Barrow,  H.  K.  Lowry,  H.  D.  Leon,  John  T. 
Poffhe,  W.  H.  Louf^ee,  B.  Hardiman ;  also  8.  £.  Kelly,  D.  C.  Moore,  J.  Q.  Spires,  B.  B. 
Bsiley  of  Colombia  County,  and  John  Sims,  I.  N.  Zellars,  Charles  Hollingshead.  T. 
P.  Harmon,  and  George  S.  Paterson  of  Lincoln  Connty ;  said  testimony  to  be  osed  by 
me  in  yoar  contest  against  me  for  Representative  in  the  Fiftv-fourth  Congress  flrom 
the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia.    This  the  20th  day  of  January,  1896. 

J.  C.  C.  Black. 
By  his  attorneys  at  law,  J.  B.  Cumming. 

J.  R.  Lamar. 
C.  H.  Cohen. 
BoYKiN  Wright. 
Gkobqia,  Biehnumd  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Boykin  Wrieht,  who  on  oath  says  that  on  the 
20  day  of  January,  1896,  he  served  a  copy  of  tne  within  notice  on  John  T.  West. 
«8q.,  attorney  at  law  of  Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson,  representing  him  in  said  contested 
election. 

This  the  20  day  of  January,  1896. 

Boykin  Wright. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20  day  of  January,  1896. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  B'd  Co. 

Notice  of  taking  depositiong. 

Hod. Thomas  £.  Watson: 

Yoo  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  county  of 
Richmond,  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy -fifth  meridian 
time,  I  will,  on  January  28, 1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  ezamina* 
ticm  is  completed,  before  B.  W.  Barrow,  notary  public  of  Richmond  County,  State  of 
Geor^ia^  ta&e  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  residents  of  tlie  county 
of  Richmond,  to  wit:  Ed.  Lyons,  Henry  C.  Hammond,  Bowdre  Phinizy,  Jerry  C. 
Flpn,  J.  H.  Lee,  J.  Baum,  H.  H.  Hickman,  Tom  Barrett,  jr.,  James  Tobin,  A.  £. 
Wilcox,  L.  Burro W8,  James  Fagan,  Georse  Fix,  and  R.  C.  Shed;  said  testimony  to  be 
ttwd  by  me  in  your  contest  against  me  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Con- 
glees  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia.  This  25th  day  of  January, 
1896. 

J.  C.  C.  Black. 
By  his  attorneys  at  law,  J.  B.  Cumming. 

J.  R.  Lamar. 

C.  H.  Cohen. 

Boykin  Wright. 

Notice  of  taking  depontione. 

Hon.  Thomas  E.  Watson: 

YoQ  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  county  of 
Richmond,  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian 
time,  I  will,  on  January  30,  1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examina- 
tioD  is  completed,  before  B.  W.  Barrow,  notary  public  of  Richmond  Connty,  State 
ef  Georgia,  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  residents  of  the 
eoQoty  of  Richmond,  to  wit:  Dr.  J.  B.  Morgan^  W.  T.  Mulligan,  J.  B.  Walker;  also, 
H.  Hercier,  of  Lincoln  County,  and  J.  H.  Hinton,  of  Lincoln  County.  Said  testi- 
DODy  to  be  uaed  by  me  in  your  contest  against  me  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty- 
feoith  Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia.  This  the  28th  day 
•f  Jumary,  1S96. 

J.  C.  C.  Black. 
By  his  attorneys  at  law,  J.  B.  Cumming. 

J.  R.  Lamar. 

C.  H.  Cohen. 

Boykin  Wright. 
Stati  of  Gxorgia,  Biehmond  County: 

At  the  Court-House,  December  11  j  1896, 

Appears  for  the  contestant:  John  T.  West,  esq. 

Appears  for  the  conteetee:  J.  U.  Lamar,  esq.,  Boykin  Wright,  esq.,  and  C.  Henry 
Men,  esq. 
Taking  of  testimony  began  at  10  a.  m. 
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Rev.  WILLIAM  DUNBAR,  sworn  for  oontestant: 

I  am  a  minister  of  the  gospel  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  At  time 
of  the  Congressional  election,  October  2,  No.  1026  D'Atignac  street,  Augusta,  Rich- 
mond County,  Ga.,  was  my  residence,  and  is  at  the  present  time.  On  the  day  of  the 
election  was  out  and  visited  the  Fourth  Ward  polls  where  I  voted  between  10  and  U 
o'clock.  At  this  poll  there  were  walls  made  out  of  plank,  with  approaches  wide  enough 
to  admit  about  two  men.  There  were,  so  far  as  I  saw,  two  boxes,  and  they  were  at 
windows  of  the  engine  house.  The  engine  was  out  in  the  street.  The  windows  were 
in  front,  and  one  box  at  each  window.  A  lane  for  each  box  was  made  with  the 
approaches.  Approaches  were  made  out  of  plank.  It  was  10  or  12  feet  high.  Did 
not  know  the  managers.  Boxes  were  Just  inside  of  the  windows.  Saw  only  the  box 
that  I  voted  at.  Did  not  go  into  the  negro  box.  Did  not  see  the  other  boxes,  and 
don't  know  if  I  could  have  seen  it  One  man  at  the  window  received  my  ticket,  num- 
bered it,  and  another  man  placed  it  in  the  box.  Did  not  know  these  men.  It  was 
necessary  for  two  to  handle  same  to  get  it  in  the  box.  Do  not  know  who  was  allowed 
in  the  approaches.  Did  not  see  anyone  refused  admittance.  Did  not  see  anyone  in 
there  wno  was  not  a  voter.  Saw  nothing  at  this  poll,  and  withdrew  and  stood  around 
in  the  crowd.  Persons  standing  aronndouteide  could  not  see  in.  Neither  conld  see 
in  if  at  the  opening,  as  the  approaches  were  curved  so  as  to  stop  view.  I  went  from 
the  Fourth  Ward  to  the  Third  Ward  polls. 

There  were  no  approaches  at  this  ward.  Saw  them  voting  at  two  windows,  one  ou 
Jones  street,  and  the  other  on  the  side  street.  Election  held  in  engine  house,  just 
behind  the  Plaut'ers'  Hotel,  on  Jones  street.  Window  on  the  south  side  of  engine 
house  and  one  on  west  side,  and  you  could  not  see  around  the  corner  from  one  winnow 
to  the  other.  Don't  know  how  many  managers  or  persons  were  in  charge  of  the 
boxes.  Did  not  get  up  to  the  window.  Could  see  both  windows  if  standing  back 
where  I  was,  but  could  not  if  up  near  the  boxes.  I  was  standing  about  25  vards,  I 
expect,  on  crossing  on  MoCartan  street,  at  the  Junction  of  Jones,  near  the  Planters' 
Hotel,  midway  on  McCartan  street.  1  had  hearii  a  good  deal  about  fraud  in  the  news- 
papers, and  I  went  to  see  for  myself. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  this  evidence  on  the  ground  that  it  is  irrelevant, 
immaterial,  and  hearsay.) 

Saw  3  white  men  with  18  negro  boys,  I  Jndge  to  be  about  from  16  to  18  years  of  age, 
coming  from  the  double  gates  on  the  east  side  of  the  engine  house. 
■  (Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  above  testimony,  as  to  ages,  as  being  an  expres* 
sion  of  opinion,  loose  and  illegal.) 

Saw  a  gatekeeper  at  these  gates.  The  18  negroes  were  turned  out  in  possession  of 
the  3  white  men.  They  were  accompanied  by  the  white  men  to  the  polls  or  negro 
booth.  Can't  say  whether  they  voted  or  not.  They  were  standing  there  long  enough 
to  vote. 

^Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the.  foregoing,  as  bein^  merely  an  expression  of 
opinion,  argumentative,  and  not  a  statement  of  facts  alone.) 

They  stood  facing  the  window  where  others  were  voting.  Saw  no  tickets  in  their 
hands.  Came  up  two  by  two  and  came  back  two  by  two.  I  could  not  say  how  long 
they  stayed  at  the  window.  They  stayed  at  the  window  long  enough  for  an  ordinary 
voter  to  vote.  From  what  I  could  see,  I  believe  and  would  swear,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief,  that  they  were  voting. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  as  not  being  testimony,  but  loose 
belief,  opinion,  surmise,  fancy,  and  imagination  of  the  witness.) 

My  reasons  they  were  voting  are  as  follows :  They  were  in  charge  of  the  men  who 
had  on  badges,  who  carried  them  to  and  tro  from  the  window  back  through  the  gate, 
which  leads  behind  the  engine  house,  seven  times  by  actual  count.  They  were  then 
dismissed  and  went  down  Jones  street,  about  40  yards  from  the  voting  place  and 
began  to  throw  dice  on  the  public  street.  Before  the  throwing  of  the  dice,  and 
before  they  were  dismissed,  the  same  negroes  were  placed  in  a  two-horse  wagon 
and  they  started  off.  Don't  know  where  they  started  to,  but  I  have  my  idea.  For 
some  reason  they  were  ordered  out  of  the  wap^on  and  they  began  throwing  dice. 
While  I  was  standing  looking  at  their  dice  playing  a  white  man  came  up  and  ordered 
them  up.  They  followed  him  back  and  followed  nim  into  the  gate  leading  back  of 
the  engine  house;  the  gate  closed.  Dr.  W.  B.  Stradley,  pastor  of  St.  John's  Metho- 
dist Church,  was  with  me  and  I  called  his  attention  to  these  things.  Could  not  say 
that  any  money  passed  on  the  dice  throwing;  could  only  see  the  dice  between  their 
legs.  Don't  know  who  the  whites  were.  Two  of  them  had  on  red  badges,  but  I  do 
not  know  the  significance  of  the  badges  they  had  on  and  I  could  not  affirm  that  they 
were  Major  Black's  badges.  Saw  red  badges  on  other  people  and  they  were  Maior 
Black's  badges,  and  had  his  pictures  on  them.  Was  not  near  enough  to  distinguish 
if  they  had  Black's  pictures  on  them.  All  the  Black  badges  that  I  saw  were  red, 
and  the  Watson  were  white  that  I  saw.  Do  not  know  that  red  was  Black's  emblem. 
I  did  not  go  to  the  gate  leading  behind  the  engine  house.  From  where  I  was  stand- 
ing looking  in  the  gate  I  could  not  see  the  negro  voting  box,  but  I  moved  my  position 
and  followed  them  up  so  that  I  could  see.    Saw  in  the  alleyway,  from  which  the  gate 
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leads  and  oat  of  which  they  came,  and  at  no  time  did  I  see  more  than  18  or  20  negroes 

foing  in  and  coming  out.  There  was  no  great  multitude  of  negroes  in  there  is  what 
mean  to  say.  As  far  as  I  wos  ahle  to  tell  they  were  the  same  negroes  that  came 
1»ack  and  forth.  I  oonld  not  see  what  was  going  on  in  the  alleyway.  They  had  a. 
gatekeeper  there  to  let  them  in  and  out.  The  gate  waa  about  30  or  40  feet  from  the 
window  where  the  negroes  were  oarried|  Jaat  about  the  width  of  the  houae.  Staved 
at  this  polling  place  ifbont  two  hours.  Found  them  coming  in  and  out  the  gate  when. 
Igot  there,  ana  I  left  aeon  after  the  dice  throwing.  From  there  I  went  to  the  Firat 
Ward,  and  I  aaw  nothing  there.  There  was  no  votinff  going  on.  One  or  two  white 
men  Toted  while  I  was  there.  It  was  aome  time  aner  2  o'clock.  Heard  the  two 
Totera  were  brothers,  and  one  voted  for  Black  and  the  other  voted  for  Wataon.  Saw 
nothing  else  as  to  the  conduction  of  the  election,  the  manner  or  method  of  regiater- 
ing  for  that  election. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lamar  for  the  conteatee : 

Have  been  living  in  Auguata  aince  December  of  1894.  In  aome  public  mattera  I 
have  taken  a  great  deal  of  intereat.  I  stated  in  a  public  card  in  the  preaa  that  1  was 
not  one  of  those  who  believed  miniatera  ahdnld  take  no  part  in  public  .mattera,  and 
have  partially  acted  up  to  my  belief  on  that  line.  Have  taken  an  active  ^art  in  only 
one  campai|p,  the  Uat  one  for  municipal  ofBcea.  Waa  not  extremely  active.  Made 
one  apeech  in  thia  campaign,  and  exnortid  at  another  time.  Speech  made  to  the 
negroes  at  McBeth  Hall  in  the  intereat  of  Mr.  Lynch.  He  aaid  Lynch  waa  not  run- 
ning as  an  A.  P.  A.  candidate.  Can't  aay  that  thia  meeting  waa  conducted  aa  other 
politieal  meetinga.  Ko  refreahmenta  aerved,  ao  far  aa  I  know.  The  A.  P.  A.'a  did  aup- 
port  Mr.  Lynch  aa  a  body.  I  am  an  A.  P.  A.,  and  president  of  one  of  the  councils. 
The  A.  P.  A.  is  not  a  political  organization.  They  take  an  active  part  in  politics. 
We  didn't  aupport  Mr.  Watson  aa  an  organization;  aome  of  onr  members  voted  for 
Mr.  Black.  Could  not  aay  the  majority  voted  for  Mr.  Wataon.  Could  not  aay  that 
the  sentiment  of  the  minority  waa  favorable  to  Mr.  Wataon.  We  took  no  action  in 
favor  of  Mr. Watson.  There  was  aome  effort  to  take  favorable  action  for  Mr.  Watson, 
hat  they  did  not.  I  advised  no  action  at  all,  and  am  a  Wataon  man.  Mr.  Watson 
answered  questiona  aent  him  by  the  editor  of  the  Eagle,  an  independent  paper  that 
doea  not  belong  to  the  order.  The  answers  are  satisfactory  to  me  aa  an  A.  P.  A.  I  did 
not  go  to  the  polla  for  anv  pnrpoee  but  to  vote,  in  the  Wataoii-Black  election,  but  was 
at  the  polls  in  the  municipal  election  in  favor  of  Mr.  Lynch  and  was  active  at  the  polls 
for  Mr.  Lynch.  Took  a  registration  list  and  checked  the  negroes  as  they  voted.  Did 
not  challenge  anybody.  Stood  at  the  polls  from  between  10  and  11  until  the  polls 
closed.    Pofis  closed  at  3.30  p.  m.    Came  out  in  a  card  after  the  election. 

Q.  You  were  very  severe  in  your  criticiama,  were  you  notf — A.  That'a  for  you  to 
•ay.  I  am  a  man  of  positive  conviction,  and  alwaya  expreea  myself.  I  am  never  on, 
the  fence;  am  too  fat  to  ride  a  rail ;  weigh  210  pounda.  1  gueas  1  could  be  regarded 
as  a  partiaan  by  aome  people,  but  I  do  not  conaider  niyaelf  auch. 

(Counael  for  conteatee  inaiata  that  the  witnesa  having  used  the  following  language, 
''Some  people  think  me  a  bigot,  but  I'm  not,"  that  said  statement  should  go  in  aa  a 
part  of  the  anawer,  and  proU^ata  that  the  recorder  refnaea  to  so  make  it  a  part  of  the 
teatimonv,  becanae  the  witneaa  saya  it  waa  not  intended  for  teatimony.) 

1  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  somewhere  near  10  o'clock.  At  the  Fourth  Ward  a  very 
short  time.  Never  voted  at  the  Fourth  Ward  except  when  aaid  approaches  were 
there.  Approaches  did  not  prevent  me  from  voting.  Don't  think  tney  were  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  anyone  from  voting  or  obstructing  the  polla.  It  waa  simply  a  nar- 
row lane  leading  to  and  from  the  voting  place,  abutting  out  all  view  except  through 
the  lanea.  I  auppose  anyone  could  go  In  or  out  that  wanted  to,  aa  I  waa  not  inter-i 
fered  with  in  going  in  or  coming  out.  I  can't  aay  that  the  voting  waa  over  when  I 
left  the  Third  Ward.  Voting  very  light,  if  voting  at  all.  There  were  numbers  of 
people  around  the  Third  Ward,  not  coming  or  going,  but  atanding  about,  and  negroes 
sitting  on  the  ground.  Good  many  men  with  red  badges  on  atanding  around,  but 
▼ery  ftw  negroes,  about  the  18  or  20  mentioned.  Did  not  see  the  circular  advertising 
the  Lvneh  meeting  at  McBeth  Hall  during  the  municipal  campaini.  Am  personally 
a  Prohibitioniat,  but  have  never  joined  the  party.  Vote  the  ticket  when  I  get  the 
chance.    I  belong  to  no  political  party. 

Redirect  by  John  T.  West,  £aq.,  for  conteatant: 

Saw  three  elections  at  the  Fourth  Ward.  There  were  no  barricades  at  thia  ward  on 
the  day  of  school  truatee  election.  There  waa  no  oppoeition  that  day.  I  did  not  go 
to  the  poUa  on  the  day  of  the  apecial  election  for  member  of  the  legialature.  There 
are  members  of  all  aorta  of  partiea  in  the  A.  P.  A. 'a — Democrats,  Populiata,  Republi- 
cans, ragtag  and  bobtail — ^like  in  all  other  organizations. 

WiLUAM  Dunbar. 

Swoin  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  11th  day  of  December,  1S95. 

Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 
Notary  Public,  Bichmond  County,  Ga, 
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W.  K.  NELSON, sworn  for  contestant: 

I  live  in  Richmond  Connty  and  have  lived  here  since  1856.  I  was  at  the  Congress- 
ional election  held  October  2, 1895.  1  was  at  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third 
district,  at  the  poorhonse.  Saw  a  lot  of  negroes,  who  were  brought  to  the  polls  in 
the  morning  and  again  in  the  afternoon,  voting  both  times ;  abont  100  in  the  lot. 
They  voted  for  Mr.  Black.  They  were  in  the  charge  of  Dan  Bowles,  Fagan,  and  Fix, 
»nd  they  were  working  for  Mr.  Black. 

(Coansel  for  oontesteiB  objects  to  the  foregoing  testimony  on  the  ground  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  notice  of  contest  charging  repeating  or  illegal  voting  at  the  poor- 
house,  or  One  hundred  and  twenty- third  precinct.) 

After  voting  in  the  morning  they  went  toward  Mr.  Bowles's  store,  and  in  the  after- 
noon came  fbom  the  same  direction.  Personally  only  know  two  or  three  of  the  names. 
I  know  Josh  Johnson,  another  by  the  name  of  Alex,  and  George  Davis.  Saw  these 
vote  both  times.  Know  that  they  were  the  same  by  their  features  and  clothes,  hav- 
ing noticed  very  closelv.  Came  to  the  polls  in  wagons.  Do  not  know  who  owned 
the  wagons.  Men  in  charge  came  in  buffffies,  handed  them  the  tickets  and  ordered 
them  into  line.  The  managers  were  Dr.  Neil  Mclnnis,  Chas.  Lombard  nud  Phil  Sly, 
all  three  Democrats.  Sly  was  apnointed  by  managers  in  the  place  oi  Layton  Brown, 
a  Populist,  appointed  by  Judge  Eve,  but  was  sick  on  day  of  election.  Dr.  Mclnnis 
was  one  or  tne  men  who  acted  as  registrar  in  registerinff  voters  for  this  election. 
Clifford  Steed,  who  was  appointed  as  one  of  the  clerks,  took  his  stand  at  the  window, 
on  the  outside  and  checxed  off  the  names  as  thov  voted.  He  went  off  with  the 
crowd  of  negroes  and  came  back  with  them.  In  the  afternoon  he  took  his  station 
behind  the  house,  and  the  negroes  would  go  around  the  house  and  come  back  and 
vote.  Mr.  Clifford  Steed  is  a  Democrat.  While  Mr.  Steed  was  gone  the  other  two 
elerks  and  managers  did  the  checking.  Did  not  go  around  the  house  often  in  the 
morning,  but  stood  in  a  mass  around  tne  polls.  Could  not  say  what  was  done  around 
the  house.  Would  not  let  me  get  near  enough  to  hear  the  names  as  the  voting  pro- 
ceeded; chief  reason  was  the  msss  of  one  hundred  negroes,  making  a  great  noise,  and 
some  intimidation  was  used.  One  Mr.  Best,  who  had  a  badge  on  as  a  constable, 
begged  me  to  come  away  as  there  was  100  hands  ap^ainst  ns  two.  I  refused  to  go,  and 
aaid  I  was  not  going  to  insult  anyone.  He  replied  that  they  would  insult  me  and 
that  it  was  necessary  for  my  safety  to  leave.  We  went  a  few  yards  from  the  polls. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Doughty  came  up  and  asked  what  was  the  trouble.  Mr.  Best  replied,  "  Oh, 
I  can  entertain  him  here  for  a  while."  Mr.  Doughty  replied, "  Yes ;  by  all  means  do  so 
until  the  other  wa^on  load  has  come  and  gone."  Negroes  picked  my  pockets  of  a 
blank  book  on  which  I  was  keeping  the  names  of  the  Populist  votes.  Got  my  book 
back,  and  some  of  the  pages  were  torn  out,  but  they  were  blank  pages.  1  haid  torn 
off  the  pages  with  the  list  of  names  and  placed  them  in  my  breast  pocket.  Nothing 
else  was  said  threatening  or  intimidating  me.  Best  knocked  the  negro  in  the  head 
that  took  my  book.  When  I  grabbed  at  my  book  the  negro  made  a  pass  at  me,  and 
then  Best  hit  him.  Mr.  Doughty  is  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee 
of  Richmond  County. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Wright,  for  contestee : 

Four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  votes  cast  at  this  poll.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
third  district  is  a  large  district.  Extends  f^om  the  city  limits  to  Butlers  Creek,  a 
distance  of  about  5  miles  and  about  3  wide.  Includes  a  populous  section  Just  out- 
side of  the  city,  principally  negroes.  There  are  not  2,000  votes  in  the  district,  accord- 
ing to  my  opinion.  There  may  possibly  be  100  votes  in  the  district.  There  never 
has  been  polled  at  any  election  500  votes  at  the  precinct.  Only  know  two  or  three 
of  the  100  negroes  personally.  I  know  some  of  them  by  sight,  about  a  dozen.  There 
were  in  the  crowd  about  85  I  did  not  know  by  sight.  They  were  in  a  mass  around 
the  polls  so  that  I  could  not  get  near.  There  are  a  great  many  ne^oes  in  the  voting 
population  of  that  district.  Possibly,  in  my  judgment,  the  ratio  is  two  or  three 
colored  voters  to  one  white.  1  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  distinguish  negroes  one 
from  the  other.  It  is  very  difficult.  This  difficulty  is  increased  when  they  are  massed 
together.  Recognized  that  a  large  proportion  were  the  same  ones  when  they  came 
back  the  second  time,  by  their  clothing  and  features.  A  majority  of  them  I  so 
recognized. 

Q.  How  could  you,  under  the  circumstances  vou  have  described,  said  negroes 
being  massed  together,  in  the  crowd  and  noise  and  commotion,  see  and  recognize  or 
identify  85  or  100  negroes,  whom  you  had  never  known  or  seen  before,  and  be  able  to 
swear  that  a  majority  of  them  were  identically  the  same,  voting  in  the  afternoon, 
that  voted  in  the  morning;  could  you  carry  in  mind  and  distinguish  ols  from  the 
other,  the  apparel  and  features,  of  such  a  mass  of  colored  voters  f — ^A.  I  can  carry 
that  in  my  mind  a  few  hours.  I  scrutinized  them  very  closely  in  the  morning;  could 
know  some  of  them  by  their  clothing. 

Q.  Describe  the  clothing  of  those  whom  you  identified  by  their  apparel. — A.  Some 
by  being  in  shirt  sleeves ;  some  by  their  hats ;  one  by  wearing  a  drummer's  strop. 
This  is  sufficient. 
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(A  reoMS  was  taken  at  this  point  until  Thursday,  December  12,  at  10  a.  m.,  llr. 
Kelson  still  on  the  stand,  and  cross-examination  to  be  continued  by  Mr.  Wright, 
Attorney  for  contestee,  at  that  time.) 

State  of  Georgia,  Riohmand  County : 

At  the  Court-House,  December  1£,  1896. 

Appears  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. 

Appears  for  contestee,  Boykin  Wright,  esq.,  and  C.  Henry  Cohen,  esq. 

Hearing  of  evidence  resumed  at  10  a.  m. 

W.  K.  NELSON  on  stand  for  contestant. 

Cross-examination  continued  by  Mr.  Wright,  counsel  for  contestee. 

Witness  answers  as  follows : 

Q.  That  is  the  only  way  in  which  you  identified  themf — A.  By  their  clothing. 

Q.  Is  it  not  usual  in  hotly  contested  elections  in  the  123d  district  for  the  voters, 
and  especially  the  colored  voters,  to  be  collected  and  carried  to  the  polls  or  voting 
places  in  wagons  and  returned  the  same  way  to  their  homes? — A.  Not  very  customary 
u  the  district,  and  1  have  never  known  anyone  to  do  it  except  Mr.  Dan  Bowles. 

Q.  How  often  have  you  seen  Dan  Bowles  do  itf — A.  At  several  elections. 

Q.  You  mean  that  Mr.  Dan  Bowles  would  be  in  charci^e  of  the  wagons  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  not  all  his  wagons,  were  they  f— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  How  many  wagons  were  there  at  this  election  f — A.  A  boat  five. 

Q.  Were  there  more  wagons  at  this  election  than  at  other  hotly  contested  elections 
thst  you  have  seenf — A.  I  think  there  were. 

Q.  How  many  more  were  there  than  at  other  elections? — A.  One,  two,  or  three. 

Q.  Which  is  it,  one,  two,  or  three? — A.  I  coald  not  remember. 

Q.  What's  the  matter  with  your  memory  f — A.  Have  other  things  to  think  of. 

Q.  Were  there  as  many  ss  three  wagons  at  any  previous  election? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  were  more  votes  polled  at  this  election  than  at  any  previous  election, 
wete  there  not  f — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Axe  there  not  many  of  the  colored  people  who  live  in  this  district  who  work  in 
the  city? — A.  There  are. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  accompanying  the  wagons  bringing  colored  voters  to  the 
poflB  were  colored  workers  or  strikers  who  went  to  and  fro  with  the  wagons  to  col- 
lect  and  bring  the  colored  voters  to  the  polls? 

(The  witness  first  replied  that  he  knew  of  the  white  heelers,  but  not  of  the  colored. 
On  the  rereading  of  the  question  he  said  it  was  customary  to  have  such  colored 
heelers. 

Coansel  on  both  sides  then  agreed  to  reread  the  qnestion,  and  he  gave  the  answer 
firBt  recorded  above.) 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  you  did  not  see  nny  colored  strikers  that  you  knew  to  be 
soclif— A.  I  did  not  know  them  to  be  such ;  they  might  have  been. 

Q.  You  could  not,  owing  to  the  crowd  around  tbe  polls,  get  near  enough  to  see 
whst  hands  were  handing  in  the  tickets?— A.  That's  true. 

Q.  Is  it  true  that  you  could  not  hear  the  names  when  the  votes  were  handed  in  ? — 
A.  1  conld  not  hear  the  names. 

Q.  Is  it  not  trne  that  the  colored  voters  in  Richmond  County,  and  particularly  in 
yonr  district,  practically,  unanimously  voted  for  Mr.  Black? — A.  Not  to  a  man.  A 
good  many  vot«d  for  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  How  many  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  in  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  dis- 
trict?—A.  Probably  twenty  colored  votes  for  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Von  are  a  Watson  man  and  voted  for  Mr.  Watson? — A.  I  am  a  Watson  man, 
bat  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Watson,  as  I  waited  too  late  and  the  window  closed  down. 
I  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  in  tbe  previous  elections. 

Redirect  by  B.  M.  Gross,  for  contestant : 

Q.  How  many  votes  could  you  say  were  repeated  there  that  day? — ^A.  Could  safely 
•ay  100. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  qnestion  of  counsel  for  contestant,  which  was, 
"  How  many  voters  would  yon  think  yon  were  safe  in  saying  repeated  that  day?''  as 
being  leading,  and  the  answer  as  being  the  expression  of  on  opinion,  a  loose  guess, 
and  totally  illegal  and  unfounded  by  any  statement  of  facts  to  Justify  same.) 

Q.  For  whom  did  these  repeaters  vote? — ^A.  For  Mr.  Black. 

Q.  In  answer  to  the  cross-questions,  wherein  you  say  that  yon  did  not  know  colored 
•trikers  to  be  such,  do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  were  such  parties  present,  or  do 
yoQ  mean  to  say  that  you  don't  know  if  they  were  present? — A.  I  don't  know  if  they 
▼eroHaclh 

Rebuttal  by  Mr.  Wright  for  the  contestee : 

Q.  Didn't  they  vot«  by  the  registration  list  in  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-third 
di»trict?.-A.  They  did. 
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What  were  the  colors  of  the  tickets  that  dayf — A.  Watson  tickets  were  white, 
link  the  Black  tickets  were  yellow. 

Q.  Can  von  be  positive  of  the  color;  that  all  of  Black's  tickets  were  yellow f — A. 
I  can  not  be  positive.    Some  may  have  been  red. 

Q.  May  not  some  have  been  white  f — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  May  not  some  of  Mr.  Watson's  been  colored  f~A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  it  to  be  a  fact,  then,  that  Watson's  tickets  were  daplicated  in 
color  and  also  that  Black's  were  duplicated  in  color  f — ^A.  Watson's  tickets  were  not 
duplicated  at  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  district. 

Q.  You  mean  they  were  not  duplicated  by  Mr.  Watson's  friends? — A.  No,  sir;  and 
by  nobody  else. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  f — A.  Carried  the  tickets  there  myself— all  that  were  carried. 

Q-  How  do  you  know  what  tickets  the  Democrats  earned  there? — A.  I  saw  them. 

Q-  How  do  jou  know  that  you  saw  all  the  tickets  carried  there  by  the  Demo- 
crats f— A.  I  did  not  say  that. 

Q.  There  might  have  been,  you  mean  to  say,  colored  Watson  tickets  carried  there 
by  Democrats  and  you  not  know  itf — A.  Well,  1  would  say  not. 

Q.  If  It  be  trne  that  you  do  not  know  what  tickets  the  Democrats  carried  there, 
how  are  you  able  to  say  whether  or  not  they  may  not  have  carried  colored  Watson 
tickets  there f— A.  Why  should  the^  want  to  carry  colored  Watson  tickets? 

Q.  Is  that  your  only  answer  to  this  question? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  you  were  not  able  to  get  close  enough  to  hear  the  names  called  and  a  crowd 
of  negroes  were  in  snch  a  mass  around  the  polls  as  you  have  described,  I  suppose 
yon  could  not  see  the  names  on  each  ticket,  as  handed  in,  from  the  position,  could 
youf — A.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  People's  Party  executive  committee  of  this  county  f — 
A.  Yes. 

Rerebnttal  by  Mr.  Gross,  for  contestant: 

Q.  In  your  statement  concerning  the  kinds  of  tickets  at  the  election  is  simply 
yonr  knowledge  of  the  matter,  is  it  notf — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  do  not  undertake  to  say  that  there  might  not  have  been  tickets  present 
that  yon  did  not  seef— A.  I  do  not. 

Wm.  K.  Nrlbon. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  13th  day  of  December,  1895. 

[8BAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

G.  P.  QUIZENBY,  sworn  for  the  contestant: 

I  reside  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  Richmond  Connty.  On  the  day  of  the  national 
election,  October  2, 1  was  present  at  the  court-house,  or  Second  Ward,  a  part  of  the 
time,  and  at  the  Third  Ward  a  short  while.  Here  at  the  court-house  I  stood  around 
an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  saw  a  negro  crowd  of  seven,  eight,  or  ten.  They 
voted  at  the  colored  box,  and  I  stood  there  and  saw  them  go  into  the  room,  or  closed 
room,  at  the  west  end  of  the  court-house;  and  then  I  saw  them  at  the  Third  Ward — 
the  same  gang — and  they  voted  there. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  that  this  gang  of  negroes  voted  at  both  places  f — ^A.  Of  my  own 
knowledge  I  know  two  of  the  same  gang  voted  twice — once  at  each  ward. 

Q.  For  whom  did  these  parties  vote f— A.  Of  my  own  knowledge  I  could  not  say, 
except  that  from  the  surrounding  circumstances  one  would  think  they  all  voted  one 
way. 

Q.  Could  you  see  the  tickets  they  voted? — A.  They  were  white  tickets,  folded  up. 

Q.  What  was  the  political  complexion  of  the  parties  in  which  they  were  in  charge? 

(Council  for  contestee  objecte  to  the  question  as  leading  the  witness,  he  having 
not  stated  that  the  party  were  in  the  charge  of  anybody.) 

A.  Mr.  Collins,  Bryan*^ Lawrence,  and  Tim  Reardon.  While  they  were  here  at  the 
court-house  they  were  in  charge  of  these  men. 

Q.  Were  these  men,  Collins,  Bryan  Lawrence,  and  Tim  Reardon,  known  as  Demo- 
cratic heelers  or  workers? — A.  They  were  known  as  heelers  or  workers  of  the 
Democrats. 

Q.  Where  did  they  go  when  they  left  the  court-house? — A.  I  went  to  the  Third 
Ward  polls  and  was  *  there  about  thirty  minutes  when  I  saw  the  same  crowd  go  up 
and  vote. 

Q.  For  whom  did  they  vote  at  the  Third  Ward?— A.  I  don't  know,  of  my  own 
knowledge,  whom  they  voted  for. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  them  at  the  Third  Ward? 

(Council  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading  and  because  the  wit- 
ness has  not  testified  that  they  were  in  the  charge  of  anyone  at  the  Third  Ward,  and 
would  not  have  so  testified  if  the  question  had  not  been  put  in  the  witness's  month, 
so  framed  as  to  suggest  its  own  answer.) 
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A  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  in  charge  of  any  parties,  as  they  were  in  the 
Second  Ward.  I  was  at  the  Third  Ward  only  a  short  time,  and  when  the  crowd  left 
the  box  at  the  Third  Ward  polling  place  Mr.  Cashin  was  talking  to  them,  and  I  did 
Dot  stay  there  very  long. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Cashin  a  Democrat  or  a  PoDnlistf— A.  He  is  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  them  vote  at  the  Third  Wardf — A.  Yes;  at  the  conrt-house  and  at 
the  Third  Ward. 

Q.  What  became  of  them  after  they  left  the  Third  Ward  ?— A.  I  do  not  know,  as  I 
was  disgusted  and  left  tlie  polls. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  them  paid  any  money  f — A.  I  did  not  see  them  paid  any  money. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  the  two  voters  that  you  knew. — A.  They  were  Josh  Johusoc 
and  John  Wiley. 

Q.  Yon  saw  these  vote  at  both  places? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  were  in  this  crowd  of  repeaters  that  yon  noticed f — A.  Seven,  eight, 
or  ten. 

Q.  Did  yon  notice  more  than  one  gang  of  npeatersf 

(The  counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  toe  question  as  leading.) 

A.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  more,  or  more  than  this  one  gang.  I 
never  noticed  more  than  this  one  gang. 

Q.  What  other  evidence,  other  than  this  repeating,  did  yon  see? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  qnostiou  as  leading,  and  for  the  further 
reason  that  the  witness  in  his  last  answer  above  said  he  never  saw  or  noticed  any 
other  repeating  but  of  this  one  gang.) 

A.  From  a  general  observation  of  things  noticed  from  the  time  I  was  there.  There 
were  so  many  going  in  and  out  of  this  room  and  up  to  the  box  that  it  led  me  to  believe 
that  there  was  repeating. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  answer  as  being  loose,  irrespon- 
sible, gue«s,  and  opinion,  and  suspicion,  and  imagination,  and  belief;  totally  devoid 
of  every  element  of  testimony.) 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  facts  that  you  saw  that  dayf — ^A.  I  can't  say  that  there  was 
aii7  other  eviilence  of  repeating. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  for  whom  these  voters  cast  their  ballot  f — A.  I  do  not  know  for  whom 
these  voters  voted.  That  is,  I  did  not  see  the  ticket  plain  enough  to  know  who  the 
tickets  were  for. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cohen,  counsel  for  contestee : 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  come  to  the  Second  Ward  polls? — A.  1  do  not  know  posi- 
liTely,  but  suppose  it  was  9  or  9.30. 

O.  How  long  did  you  stand  around  at  this  place? — A.  I  suppose  that  I  stayed  here 
anhonr  or  an  hour  and  a  half;  left  the  court-house  and  went  to  the  Third  Ward,  where 
I  voted  for  Thos.  E.  Watson. 

Q.  Yon  stayed  at  the  Seoond  Ward  polls  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half? — A.  I  sup- 
pose so. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  grounds  were  yon  in,  here  at  the  court-house? — ^A.  Suppose  I 
was  10  feet  nrom  the  box,  but  did  not  stand  in  one  position  all  the  time.  I  went  as 
far  as  10  yards  from  the  polling  place  in  moving  around. 

Q.  What  were  yon  doing  at  the  polls? — ^A.  Just  here  out  of  curiosity  and  to  look  on. 

Q.  Were  you  in  any  interested  in  working  for  Mr.  Watson's  success? — A.  No,  sir; 
I  was  not  working  for  his  success. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Quizenby,  I  understood  you  saw  seven,  eight,  or  ten  negroes  going  and 
coming  out  of  the  room  in  the  west  end  of  the  court-house  altogether? — A.  There 
were,  surging  their  way  to  the  polls.    There  were  other  negroes  besides  these. 

Q.  Were  there  as  many  as  200  or  d(X) around  the  polls? — A.  I  expect  that  there  were 
that  many  around.  There  was  as  many  as  oO  or  100  around  the  voting  window,  I  sup- 
pose. Tills  seven,  eight,  or  ten  were  in  this  crowd.  I  only  know  two  by  name.  The 
Hces  of  the  others  were  familiar.  I  don't  know  the  others.  Can  not  give  their 
names  now. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  color  of  the  tickets  the  gang  voted? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  have  for- 
gotten the  color.    I  would  hate  to  be  positive  about  them  being  white  tickets. 

Q.  Then  yon  don't  know  the  color  of  the  tickets,  or  for  whom  they  voted? — A. 
No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  their  color,  or  for  whom  they  voted.  When  they  voted  at 
the  Seeond  Ward,  Mr.  Collins  was  with  them,  and  at  some  distance  was  Mr.  Rear- 
don.  I  was  10  feet  from  the  window.  Could  not  hear  the  names  as  they  voted.  If 
things  had  been  quiet  I  could  have.  I  did  not  catch  the  names  of  the  gang  that 
▼oted  on  aceonnt  of  the  noise  and  distance.  I  noticed  this  crowd  particularly.  I 
asw  general  voting.  I  noticed  them  because  they  were  together,  and  I  was  stand- 
ing there.  They  were  in  lines  of  two  and  two,  and  seemed  to  tiftke  longer  time  to 
vote  than  others. 

Q.  Were  there  not  others  in  line,  two  and  two,  during  the  hour  and  a  half  that 
you  watched  the  voting  at  the  Second  Ward;  and  why  did  you  not  notice  any  oth- 
en  than  these? — ^A.  They  were  close  by  me,  and  going  to  the  polls  together,  and  had 
to  wait  a  few  minutes  before  getting  to  the  box. 
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Q.  A«  a  matter  of  fiict,  theae  were  the  only  ones  yon  noticed  that  day,  yoting,  that 
made  an  impression  on  yonf — ^A.  No;  there  were  others,  lliese  were  the  only  ones 
that  made  a  positive  impression  on  my  mind. 

Q.  Did  you  go  directly  to  the  Third  Ward f— A.  No,  sir:  I  stopped  ten  or  fifteen 
minntes  before  I  got  there.  Got  there  between  11  and  12  o'clock.  They  voted  at 
the  ward  about  ten  minntes  after  I  got  there,  when  I  was  at  the  window. 

Q.  You  only  recognized  two  of  themf — ^A.  I  recognized  all  of  them,  bat  only  knew 
two  by  name.    I  have  seen  the  other  tive  before. 

Q.  Why  did  you  recognize  these  two  and  not  the  others  f — A.  I  reoognized  all,  but 
only  knew  two  names.  I  stayed  at  the  polls  about  a  half  an  hour.  Can't  be  accurate 
as  to  the  time  1  was  at  the  polls. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  other  political  organization  that  supported  Mr.  Wat- 
son f — A.  Am  not  a  member  of  any  other  political  organization  that  supported  Mr. 
Watson. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  A.  P.  A.f — A.  The  witness  declined  to  answer  the 
question. 

G.   P.   QUIZXNBY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  13th  day  of  December,  1885. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

PETER  KALBFLE18CH,  sworn  for  the  contestant: 

I  am  a  resident  of  Richmond  County.  Was  at  the  Congressional  election,  October 
2, 1895,  but  only  went  to  vote  at  the  Fourth  Ward.  X  visited  the  registration  places, 
two  of  them,  on  the  last  week  of  the  registration. 

Q.  State  what  you  saw  in  the  way  of  iUegal  registration  or  parties  registering  under 
more  than  one  name, 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  questions  as  leading  and  suggestive  of  its 
own  answer,  there  being  no  evidence  from  the  witness  at  the  £ne  of  any  illegalities 
or  irregularities  in  the  registration.) 

A.  Hearing  so  much  about  the  registration  and  repeating  going  on,  I  went  to  the 
Third  Ward  one  morning  to  see.  Was  there  when  tlie  office  opened  for  the  day.  I 
seen  or  saw  the  ue^oes  there.  They  registered  as  21  years  of  age,  and  there  was  a 
tall  yellow  man  with  them.  He  taken  them  up  to  the  Fourth  Ward,  and  I  followed 
them.  I  went  into  the  office  and  asked  the  registry  clerk  if  it  was  legal  or  lawful 
for  men  to  go  from  ward  to  ward  and  repeat  their  registration.  He  said  no.  I  then 
told  that  there  was  four  men  that  had  just  registered  m  the  Third  Ward.  He  replied 
and  said  he  had  to  swear  them,  and  that  if  they  swore  that  they  did  not  re^ciater 
before  that  he  could  not  stop  them,  nor  could  he  deprive  of  the  privilege  of  register- 
ing; that  is,  if  they  swore  they  had  not  registered  before.  I  asked  Mr.  Neibling,  the 
ma^trate,  if  a  warrant  could  not  be  issued  against  them  for  repeating.  He  asked 
me  if  1  had  their  names.  I  told  him  no.  1  told  him  there  they  were  standing  at  the 
window  for  themselves.  He  told  me  I  would  have  to  go  back  to  the  Third  Wiyrd  to 
get  their  names,  as  I  did  not  know  or  have  them.  I  told  him  that  settled  it.  I  went 
out  on  the  sidewalk  and  met  Sergeant  Sheron  and  I^vate  Cobb,  policemen,  and  I 
asked  them  if  there  was  no  law  to  stop  this  repeating;  that  there  was  four  negroes 
there  that  just  registered  in  the  Third  Ward  and  come  up  here  and  registered.  They 
told  me  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  registration,  as  it  was  a  county  and  a  State 
affair.  Then,  in  the  meantime,  a  rough  colored  man  came  to  the  registration  office 
to  register.  He  did  not  know  where  he  lived  and  could  not  give  his  name.  A  very 
black  negro  took  him  up  Broad  street  and  they  were  gone  about  a  half  an  hour  and 
came  back.    Stood  off  to  one  side  there  and  then  registered.    1  left. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  colored  negro  f — ^A.  I  did  not  know  that  black  negro,  and  did 
not  know  none  of  them. 

Q.  You  are  positive  that  these  parties  registered  as  voters  at  both  places? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir ;  1  am. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  yellow  negro  that  had  them  in  charge? — A.  I  do  not  know 
his  name. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  in  the  pay  of  either  XK>litical  party? — ^A.  I  oonld 
not  say. 

Q.  What  evidence  of  repeating  did  you  see  on  the  day  of  the  election f— A.  I  saw 
none.  I  stayed  there  but  n  short  while.  Through  the  registration  saw  it  wouldn't 
be  no  fair  election,  and  1  voted  and  come  home  again. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Wright  for  contestee : 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  each  one  of  those  four  negroes  that  you  saw  register  at 
the  Third  and  Fourth  wards  were  Watson  negroes,  and  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  on  the 
day  of  election? — A.  1  am  satisfied  that  they  did  not;  were  not  Watson  men. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  they  voted  on  election  day? — A.  No;  1  do  not. 

Q.  The  magistrate  at  the  Fourth  Ward,  Mr.  Neibling,  gave  you  definite  directions 


WATSON   VS.    BLACK.  95 

M  to  how  yoa  could  arrest  these  parties,  didn't  hef — A.  Yes;  he  toM  me  to  go  down 
to  the  Third  Ward  polls  and  get  their  names,  and  I  said  that  they  wonld  register  and 
go  in  my  absence.  I  saw  all  fonr  register.  They  were  sworn,  gave  their  names,  and 
registerod. 

Q.  Why  didn't  yon  have  them  arrested  then  and  there,  as  they  gave  their  names, 
by  having  a  warrant  issued? — A.  I  saw  where  they  had  arrested  some  of  them,  by 
the  papers,  and  hadn't  seen  that  anything  had  been  done  with  them. 

Q.  why  didn't  yon  go  to  the  Third  Ward  f— A.  J  reflected,  and  thought  that  I 
would  do  nothing  with  it;  saw  it  would  be  no  use. 

Q.  Yon  expected  to  lind  fraud  when  yon  went  to  the  registration  place,  didnt 
youf — A.  I  went  to  sec.  I  went  there — they  told  me~and  I  went  to  see.  Some  had 
doubts  of  the  £raud  and  some  said  there  was  fraud,  and  I  went  to  see  if  it  was  fraud 
or  no  frand.  I  voted  for  Lynch  in  the  city  election.  I  am  not  an  A.  P.  A.  and  never 
expect  to  be.    I  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  in  the  last  two  elections. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  that  the  four  men  whom  you  saw  register  voted  or  notf — A.  I 
do  not  know;  don't  know  if  they  were  in  Augusta. 

Pkteb  Kalbflbisch. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  be  fore  me  this  13th  day  of  December,  1S96. 

[seal.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  examination  of  this  witness  a  recess  was  taken  until 
December  13,  1895,  at  10  a.  m. 

Statk  of  Gboboia,  RiektMnd  County : 

At  the  Coubt-Hoube,  December  IS,  1896. 

Appears  for  conteetant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. 

Appears  for  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq.,  and  C.  Henry  Cohen. 

WILLIAM  HOPKIN80N,  sworn  for  contestant: 

I  reside  in  Richmond  Conntv,  6a.  Was  present  at  the  polls  in  the  late  election 
for  Congressman.    Was  at  the  Fourth  Warn  polls. 

Q.  State  in  detail  any  evidence  of  repeating  that  you  saw  in  that  election. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objected  to  the  question  on  the  grounds  of  being  leading 
sod  suggestive  of  its  own  answer,  there  being  no  evidence  as  yet  from  this  witness 
that  there  was  any  evidence  of  repeating  at  uiat  election.) 

A.  Well,  air,  going  down  to  the  polls  between  9.30  and  10  o'clock,  ooming  down 
Broad,  it  popped  into  my  mind  as  I  saw  a  gentleman  in  a  wagon,  a  negro  by  hia 
tide,  and  two  in  the  tail  end  of  the  wagon,  coming  from  toward  Jones  street,  that 
I  taw  the  gentleman  registering  some  negroes  during  the  refl^tering  at  the  court- 
house. I  went  on  down  to  vote  and  stood  a  few  moments  looking  around  to  see 
which  waa  the  white  people's  box.  Found  that  the  uptown  window  and  door  was 
the  white  people's  box  and  that  the  lower  or  downtown  window  was  the  colored 
box.  Stopped  and  looked  and  said  to  a  policeman,  "  Why  is  the  colored  box  at  the 
downtown  aidef "  It  was  always  on  the  uptown  side  as  long  as  I  have  been  voting 
at  that  ward.  Stood  around  there  at  this  oox  five  or  ten  minutes,  and  saw  in  that 
time  about  ^ree  negroes  go  in  and  vote. 

I  came  to  the  upper  window  so  that  I  could  look  into  the  back  yard  of  the  engine 
house.  I  waa  in  the  vacant  place  above  the  white  box.  I  saw  two  negroes  coming 
ttom  towards  Jones  street.  They  were  coming  through  the  engine  house  yard.  I 
then  walked  to  this  same  policeman  again  and  asked  him  where  were  all  of  the 
negroes,  as  they  were  not  in  the  street  as  in  other  elections  and  in  the  oity  election 
of  the  other  day.    He  said 

(The  connsel  for  contestee  objected  to  the  question  on  the  ground  that  the  evi- 
dence the  witness  is  about  to  give  is  hearsay,  and  the  repeating  of  the  policeman'a 
answer  is  not  admissible. ) 

The  policeman  said,  ''The  repeating  is  in  the  back,  off  of  Jones  street."  I  said, 
'*AI1  right,  I  will  go  around  there." 

I  went  np  Broad  street,  out  McKinnie  street,  and  down  Jones  street.  Well,  when 
I  came  to  tne  vacancy  in  the  engine  house  lot,  I  stood  and  tiptoed  and  looked  over 
the  fence.  The  first  thin^  that  drew  my  attention  was  some  negroes  all  in  a  bunch. 
The  next  thing  was  a  policeman  and  a  man  in  citizen's  clothing,  with  a  Black  badge 
on.  I  then  moved  on  down  to  the  big  gate  near  the  middle  of  the  lot  and  looked 
through  the  cracl;  and  saw  Mr.  Roulette  and  negroes  on  their  knees  on  the  ground, 
and  they  were  going  through  the  motion  of  throwing  craps.  I  knew  that  there  was 
ao  alleyway  below  the  engine  house,  and  I  moved  down  Jones  street  to  where  I  could 
liare  a  good  view  of  that  alley.  They  were  going  in  and  out  of  that  alleyway 
towards  the  colored  box.  This  alleyway  was  on  the  downtown  side,  and  as  they 
would  come  out  of  the  alley  they  would  make  a  short  or  slight  turn  towards  the  old 
•eboolhonse  that  almost  stands  in  the  rear  of  the  engine  house. 


96 


WATSON   VS.   BLACK. 


I  saw  Mr.  Roulette,  the  chief,  take  negroes  by  the  ann,  carry  tJiein  np  this  alley- 
way, and  then  tarn  and  come  back  and  stand  there  at  the  comer  talking  to  the 
negroes.  I  then  got  down  off  of  the  fence  and  started  to  go  to  work,  bat  seeing 
another  white  man  come  oat  of  a  door  in  the  alleyway,  that  evidently  led  from  the 
engine  honse,  and  say  something  to  Mr.  Ronlette,  I  got  back  upon  the  fence  to  see 
'who  he  was,  and  the  policeman  told  me  to  get  down.  I  told  him  that  I  was  on  the 
fence,  but  doing  no  harm;  only  looking  on.  He  said,  *'W'ill,  get  down  off  of  the 
fence."  I  replied,  <'A11  right;  why  don't  you  arrest  those  negroes  playing  craps f' 
I  have  forgotten  to  say  that  there  was  a  second  crowd  playing;  craps;  could  see  that 
they  were  going  through  the  motion  as  if  they  were  throwing  them.  This  second 
crowd  playing  craps  were  in  the  back  yard  of  the  engine  house.  Could  not  tell  aboat 
their  having  money  on  the  game;  could  not  see  any  money.  There  was  a  gentle- 
.man  who  went  into  the  house  next  to  where  1  was  sitting  on  the  fence.  He  wrb  a 
collector  and  went  in  there  to  collect.  He  came  out  of  the  house  and  came  up  Jones 
fltreet,  and  asked  me  if  this  was  the  engine  house,  and  I  told  him  it  was  the  engine- 
house  yard.  I  said  to  him,  ^'Come  here  and  I  will  show  you  something.  Looknp 
that  alleyway  through  this  crack  in  the  fence.''  He  looked  and  said  it  was  ridiculoas. 
I  said  it  was  a  sin  and  a  shame. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objected  to  the  ioregoing  recital  of  a  convetaation  as  being 
hearsay  evidence  and  illegal  and  inadmissible.) 

Q.  What  was  it  that  yon  thought  ridiculous  f — A.  I  had  reference  to  the  passing 
and  re]>assing  of  the  negroes  up  that  alleyway. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  same  squad  of  negroes  repair  to  the  window  for  the  depositing 
of  votes  more  than  one  time  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objected  to  the  question  as  leading  and  suggestive  of  its 
own  answer.) 

A.  I  could  not  swear  positively  to  but  one.  I  took  special  notice  of  his  coat.  I 
saw  him  go  into  the  alleyway  toward  the  box  three  times  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
but  I  do  not  know  that  he  voted.  The  box  was  around  the  corner  of  the  house,  and 
I  could  not  see  around  the  comer.    That's  about  all  that  I  saw.    I  left  the  place. 

Q.  Were  you  disgusted  with  the  methods  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objected  to  the  question  as  leading,  the  witness  having  said 
nothing  about  being  disgusted.) 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  disgusted  and  out  of  heart,  and  I  left. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cohen,  counsel  for  contestee : 

Q.  You  were  on  Jones  street? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  polling  place  was  on  Broad  street, 
4ind  Jones  street  is  in  the  rear.  The  window  was  about  B  or  4  feet  from  the  side 
of  the  house,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me  at  my  position  on  Jones  street  to  see 
the  voting  box.    I  can  not  swear  whether  any  oi  the  darkies  I  saw  going  in  and 

Diagram  of  the  polling  place. 


out  of  the  alleyway  voted  or  not.  I  could  not  see  the  box.  If  they  did  vote,  I  eould 
not  tell  if  they  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  or  Mr.  Black.  I  am  familiar  with  the  engine 
house  as  a  votixiff  place.  I  have  acted  once  as  a  manap^er  at  this  polling  place  at  the 
engine  house.  Ine  distance  between  the  two  streets  is  about  175  to  2w)  feet,  I  sup* 
T^AflO.    The  negroes  playing  craps  were  about  halfway  between  the  two  streets. 
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They  >f  ere  playing  in  about  100  feet  in  the  rear  of  the  polls.  There  was  an  eneine 
hoQbe  and  school — it  used  to  be  a  schoulhouse — between  me  and  the  voting  window. 
The  engine  house  is  about  75  feet  deep.  The  schoolhouse  is  aboat  30  feet  deep,  pos- 
sibly. Jadge  that  there  is  aboat  6  feet  between  the  engine  house  and  the  school- 
house.  Saw  the  negroes  on  the  ground  playing  craps.  Craps  is  throwing  dice — a 
game  with  dice.  Don't  know  the  meaning  of  playing  craps.  They  were  goine  through 
the  luotions.  I  saw  no  money  used  by  the  crap  throwers  I  voted  lor  Thomaa  E. 
Watson.  At  the  last  election  I  voted  tor  Mr.  Watson,  and  at  the  preceding  election 
I  Toted  for  Mr.  Watson.  First  voted  for  Mr.  WaUon  in  1892.  Have  voted  for  him 
every  time  since  then.  I  voted  for  him  as  a  Populist.  I  did  not  vote  for  him  when 
he  was  a  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party.  I  did  not  vote  that  time.  I  was  a 
Democrat  before  I  was  a  Populist.    I  am  not  a  member  of  any  organization  that  sup- 

r^rted  Mr.  Watson.  I  know  of  no  other  organization  that  supported  Mr.  Watson, 
had  no  trouble  in  voting  myself.  I  represented  the  People's  Party  as  manager 
when  I  acted  in  1892  and  1894.  Acted  in  the  Fourth  Ward  in  1892  and  at  the  Third 
Ward  in  1894.  I  saw  no  evidence  of  fraud  at  the  other  polling  places ;  did  not  go  to 
the  other  polls. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross,  counsel  for  contestant : 
My  view  to  Broad  street  was  unobstructed,  but  I  could  not  see  the  polls. 

Rebuttal  by  Mr.  Cohen,  counsel  for  contestee : 

Could  not  see  the  polls  on  account  of  the  brick  engine  house.  The  polling  place 
was  in  the  brick  engine  house. 

Wm.   HOPKINSOK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[siAJ-.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

SAMUEL  J.  COBB,  sworn  for  contestant: 

I  reside  in  Richmond  County,  Ga.  I  was  at  the  election  for  Congressman  on  Octo- 
ber 2.    I  was  at  the  Fifth  Ward  polls. 

Q.  What  repeating  did  vou  see  there  that  day  f 

(Coansel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading  and  suggesting  its  own 
answer,  there  being  not  one  scintilla  of  evidence,  either  from  this  or  any  other  wit- 
ness, that  there  was  any  repeating  at  the  Fifth  Ward  up  to  this  time.) 

A  Well,  sir,  I  was  there  when  the  polls  opened.  8y  Read  sent  me  around  to  the 
colored  box  from  the  door  of  the  guardhouse.  I  took  my  stand  there  and  saw  one 
negro  that  1  knew  well,  that  I  knew  lived  in  South  Carolina,  and  that  lives  there  now, 
repeat  his  vote  nine  different  times.  He  was  with  a  crowd  of  others  that  I  did  not 
know.  They  were  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  Bill  Lougee  and  the  negro  Bob  Harper.  They 
went  from  the  polling  place  or  box  behind  the  barracks.  Every  time  that  the  negro— 
his  name  was  Boundtree — whom  1  knew  passed  there  was  from  Ave  to  nine  went 
with  him  to  the  poll.  I  challenged  his  vote  the  last  four  times  that  he  voted.  Ser- 
geant Sheron  told  me  that  if  I  did  not  get  away  he  would  lock  me  up.  Sheron  is  a 
city  policeman,  and  1  left.  I  have  known  Roundcree  for  the  last  twelve  years ;  knew 
him  m  South  Carolina.  I  did  not  ^o  to  any  other  polling  place.  1  know  nothing 
farther.  I  saw  them  having  Black  tickets  as  they  passed  me.  Mr.  Lougee  and  Bob 
Harper  are  known  as  Detnocratic  workers. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cohen  for  contestee : 

I  have  not  done  a  day's  work  in  seven  yeai-s.  I  am  not  on  the  list  of  the  county  for 
eharity.    I  received  help  from  the  county  when  my  wife  was  sick,  but  not  since  then. 

ij.  How  long  did  you  receive  charity  from  the  county  f — A.  Off  and  on  a  year,  I 
suppcse,  while  my  wife  was  down  with  consumption.  She  was  sick  three  years.  My 
wife  dieid  in  March  and  I  received  my  last  charity  in  April  of  189d.  I  got  my  allow- 
soce  from  the  county  monthly ;  don't  know  how  many  times  I  received  charity.  It  was 
oif  and  on  for  a  year;  haven't  ^ot  any  since  April,  but  I  am  not  certain ;  haverece  ived 
none  since  shortly  after  my  wife  died.  I  have  not  been  able  to  work.  I  am  supported 
by  my  children,  who  work  in  the  cotton  mills.  1  have  four  children ;  their  ages  are : 
One  18,  one  14,  one  12,  and  one  10.  I  get  my  living  from  what  they  earn,  with  what 
little  1  can  pick  up  that  I  can  do.  Have  been  living  here  about  four  years ;  came 
fioffl  South  Carolina,  where  I  had  been  for  three  years.  I  was  brought  up*  in  Augusta. 
Was  in  no  court  scrape  in  South  Carolina.  I  had  a  difficulty  at  Langley  and  came  to 
Aognsta  on  Sunday,  and  on  the  advice  of  my  lawyer  I  went  back,  but  was  not 
siTCsted.  I  knocked  a  man  down  with  a  pistol.  The  matter  was  dropped  and  noth- 
in:^  done;  was  tried  here  for  murder  in  Georgia,  and  the  jury  made  a  mistrial,  and 
then  I  pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter.  I  have  had  recently,  in  the  last  thirty  days. 
Mother  difficnlty.  On  the  22d  of  November,  just  passed,  1  had  a  shooting  scrape  in 
this  county.    There  has  been  no  preliminary  in  this,  and  nothing  has  been  done  with 
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Q.  What  was  the  fiill  name  of  the  negro  Roandtree  that  yoa  referred  tof— A.  I 
don't  know  about  his  first  name  that  he  went  by  here ;  went  by  the  name  of  Ike 
Roandtree  in  South  Carolina.  He  is  about  35  years  old.  I  saw  him  last  on  the  day 
of  election — on  the  day  of  the  city  election — December  4 ;  saw  him  in  front  of  Mr. 
Stalling's  store,  not  at  the  polls.  I  know  him  well.  I  have  not  seen  him  since.  I 
worked  with  him  about  seven  months  five  years  ago. 

I  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  in  the  special  election.  I  was  registered.  I  voted  for  Mr. 
Watson  in  the  election  before  the  last.  I  did  not  vote  for  Watson  before  that  time. 
I  was  not  here. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross,  for  the  contestant: 

A  colored  man  dropped  a  bale  of  cotton  on  my  back,  ii^uring  my  spine,  and  this 
is  the  reason  I  have  not  worked,  lliis  occurred  seven  years  ago.  I  have  been  dis- 
abled ever  since.  I  did  work  before  this,  regularly.  I  am  able  to  get  a  living  with 
mv  children  at  their  present  age.  I  act  as  Uie  head  of  the  family  and  advise  them. 
I  have  been  acting  as  deputy  constable  some.  1  do  anything  that  I  can  find  that  1 
can  do. 

Samuel  J.  (his  x  mark)  Cobb. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  16th  day  of  December,  1895. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

J.  R,  LITTLETOX,  M.  D.,  sworn  for  contestant : 

I  reside  in  Richmond  County,  Ga.  Was  at  the  special  Congressional  election.  I 
visited  the  Second  Ward  polls. 

Q.  State  what  evideuce  of  repeating,  if  any,  that  you  saw  on  that  day. 

(Counsel  for  contestce  objected  to  the  question  as  leading  and  suggestive  of  its 
own  answer,  there  being  no  statement  from  this  witness  that  he  saw  any  evidence  of 
repeating  at  the  Second  Ward  on  that  day,  at  the  time  this  question  was  pro- 
pounded.) 

A.  I  came  from  my  home  to  vote.  I  lived  on  the  comer  of  Monument  and  Ellis 
streets  at  the  time,  but  1  now  live  on  Broad  street.    I  voted  and  remained  at  the 

foils  about  an  hour.  I  saw  considerable  repeating.  The  names  I  do  not  know,  but 
do  know  some  of  the  parties  and  could  identify  them.  These  repeaters  were  colored, 
those  thatlnoticed.  I  stayed  there  about  an  hour.  I  could  not  say  how  many  there 
was,  but  it  was  quite  a  number.  I  think  Collins  had  the  biggest  crowd  of  these 
repeaters.    A  colored  man  had  some — I  think  it  was  Bob  Harper. 

Q.  You  are  positive  that  you  saw  quite  a  number  who  repeated  f — A.  YesL  air ;  I  am. 

Q.  Do  you  know  for  whom  they  voted? — A.  They  voted  for  Major  Black. 

Q.  Would  you  say  there  were  there  as  many  as  50  that  repeated? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  against  the  continued  suggestions  of  replies  to  the 
witness  by  the  counsel  for  contestant,  the  same  being  patently  leading.) 

A.  I  would  not  swear  to  any  definite  number.  1  simply  know  there  was  qnite  a 
number.    Mr.  Collins,  to  my  knowledge,  was  a  Democratic  worker. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lamar  for  contestee: 

I  don't  know  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  the  polls.  Possibly  it  was  near  11  or  10 
o'clock.  Think  it  was  between  these  two  hours.  I  was  not  asked  to  be  at  the 
polls.  I  went  simply  as  n  voter.  I  did  not  retire  after  voting,  because  I  had  heard 
so  much  about  fraud,  and  1  wanted  to  see  some  of  it.  Stayed  around  the  polls  about 
an  hour.  There  was  a  reasonably  large  crowd  around  the  polls,  composed  of  white 
and  colored  men.  I  saw  a  few  white  men,  known  to  me.  I  can  not  recall  their 
names;  1  did  not  try  to  recall  their  names.  I  saw  a  large  number  of  darkies  around 
the  polls  while  1  was  there.  There  was  qnit«  a  lot  of  movement  among  the  people 
around  the  polls.  I  did  know  the  negroes  that  repeated,  but  1  do  not  know  them  by 
their  names.  I  did  know  some  of  them  personally  and  could  pick  them  out,  and 
especially  the  one  that  I  do  know  voted  more  than  once.  1  saw  him  vote  once  at  the 
negro  box  and  once  at  the  white  box.  I  do  not  know  the  name  he  goes  by.  I  do 
know  him  at  sight.  He  is  a  ginger-cake  negro.  I  did  not  do  anything  when  I  saw 
him  vote  the  second  time.  Did  not  say  anything,  as  1  wasn't  challenging  votes. 
Some  gentlemen  called  my  attention  to  the  repeating.  I  can^t  call  their  names  at 
present.  I  stood  at  the  west  end  of  the  court-house,  a  part  of  the  end,  and  some  on 
the  south.  This  particular  man  that  I  noticed  I  followed  from  one  box  to  the  other. 
That  is  the  reason  I  am  so  confident  that  I  saw  him  vote  twice. 

Q.  You  were  not  so  particular  about  noticing  the  others? — ^A.  I  knew  this  special 
one  better  than  the  otners ;  that  was  the  reason  that  I  followed  him.  Yes;  I  noticed 
the  others,  but  especially  did  I  notice  this  one  for  I  knew  him  better  than  1  did  the 
others.    I  knew  he  was  one  of  the  gang  that  does  the  repeating. 

Q.  These  gentlemen  called  your  attention  to  this  thing  going  on  wrong? — A.  Yes, 
sir.  I  said  nothing  about  it,  but  kept  my  mouth  shut.  Don't  know  how  far  I  waa  fix>m 
the  polls — possibly  4  or  5  feet.    Was  as  close  to  the  polls  as  the  policeman  would 
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•Dow  me  to  get.    There  was  somewhat  of  a  crowd  aroand  the  window,  bat  not 
enoQgh  to  preyent  me  from  seeing. 

Q.  Coola  yon  see  them  voting  F— A.  I  could  see  the  votes  deposited.  I  only  know 
how  they  voted— couldn't  tell^  except  from  whom  they  were  with,  Mr.  Collins.  It 
made  no  difference  to  me  who  they  voted  for;  I  only  objected  to  the  repeating.  I 
did  not  see  the  tickets  they  voted.  I  could  not  see  who  they  vote<l  for.  After  they 
bad  vote<l,  I  do  not  know  where  they  went  or  what  became  of  them.  They  went  off 
•omewhere  else,  I  suppose.    I  left,  after  satisfying  myself  about  the  fraud. 

Q.  After  these  negroes  that  you  especially  noticed  voted,  you  do  not  know  whether 
they  left  the  yard  or  not.  Did  they  t — A.  They  went  away  somewhere  and  came  back 
is  sqnads.    I  can't  say  that  they  left  the  grounds  or  that  they  did  not. 

Q.  It  was  no  trouble  to  vote  the  first  time,  was  itf— A.  It  was  all  right  to  vote  the 
first  time,  provided  they  were  registered. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  the  mere  fact  that  a  man  voted  to  attract  your  atten- 
tion f — A.  I  could  not  see  how  a  shake-rag  negro  could  be  a  legal  voter ;  he  is  the 
lowest  grade  of  negro. 

(j.  Yoo  have  not  answered  my  question.  You  can  simply  say  yes  or  no. — A.  I 
thought  I  had  replied. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  the  mere  fact  that  this  man  voted  to  attract  your  atten- 
tion to  himf — A.  I  don't  know  that  he  would  have,  especially.  Yes,  he  would;  see- 
ing him  in  the  hands  of  a  man  known  to  repeat  voters  would  have  something  to  do 
with  it. 

Q.  The  first  time  you  especially  noticed  himf — ^A.  Yes.  There  was  a  good  deal  of 
mnrmuring  abont  frand.  I  wanted  to  see  what  this  fraud  was.  This  negro  was  knowb 
to  me,  and  he  was  with  those  who  are  known  to  repeat  votes. 

{Counsel  for  contestee  objected  to  the  witness's  testimony  as  to  what  other  people 
•aid,  it  being  hearsay,  and  there  being  nothing  in  the  question  which  asks  what 
other  people  had  said.) 

Q.  Is  it  not  difficult  as  a  usual  thing  to  recognize  negroes  f — A.  I  am  willing  to 
tdmit  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  recognize  negroes. 

Q.  When  they  are  in  crowds  is  it  not  a  great  difficulty  for  white  people  especially 
torscognize  themf — A.  White  people  find  great  difficulty  in  recognizing  them  in 
crowds.  It  was  difficult  for  me  to  reoognize  them;  but  these  negroes  were  no 
itrangers — were  no  strangers  to  me.  Do  not  specify  how  many,  the  number,  that 
were  not  strangers  to  me. 

Q.  Were  there  not  as  many  as  SOO  or  400  negroes  in  the  yard  around  the  polls  f — 
A.  Don't  know  if  there  were  as  many  as  300  or  400  in  the  yard.  Can't  be  positive. 
Think  there  were  about  200.    I  did  not  notice  their  dress  except  that  some  were 

Q.  Where  did  these  negroes  gof — A.  After  voting  I  do  not  know  where  they  went. 
I  did  not  follow  them  up  to  see.    After  awhile  I  did  see  some  of  them  come  back. 

(^.  Are  yon  willing  to  swear  that  they  were  the  same  negroes  that  yon  had  seen 
previously  voting  f — A.  I  am  especially  willing  to  swear  to  one  of  them,  bnt  would 
not  swear  to  all.  I  voted  for  Mr.  Watson.  I  am  a  member  of  the  American  Protec- 
tive Association,  and  I  am  delighted  to  say  so.  I  never  belonged  to  anything  that  I 
was  ashamed  of. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross,  for  contestant : 

A  large  number  of  the  American  Protective  Association  supported  Mr.  Black  as  the 
order  is  nonpartisan  and  nonpolitical. 

Jas.  R.  Littleton,  M.  D. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  19th  day  of  December,  1895. 

[»EAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

At  the  conclnsion  of  the  examination  of  this  witness  a  recess  was  taken  until 
December  16,  at  10  a.  m. 

8tate  of  Gkoroia,  Bichmond  County  : 

At  the  Court-House,  December  16,  1895, 

Appears  for  contestant,  John  T.  West,  esq. 
Appears  for  contestee,  Boy  kin  Wright,  esq. 

W.  H.  NELSOX,  sworn  for  contestant : 

llive  in  Angnsta,  at  No.  2  Pearl  avenue,  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia;  I 
iuive  lived  here  off  and  on  about  twelve  or  thirteen  years ;  I  came  here  when  I  was  a 
W;  I  stayed  in  Sonth  Carolina  about  one  year;  I  was  at  the  polls  at  the  recent 
Kpecial  election  for  Congressman :  I  voted  for  Mr.  W^atson ;  I  was  at  the  Fifth  Ward 
Hb;  I  got  to  the  polls  just  after  they  opened,  or  just  at  the  time  that  they  opened ;  I 
voted  between  9  and  10  o'clock. 

<^.  State  what  you  saw  there. — A.  In  the  morning,  before  noon,  Ts'aw  Mr.  Lougee— 
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I  do  not  know  his  other  name — the  boss  carder  of  the  Sibley  cotton  mill — saw  him 
with  a  registration  list  walk  behind  the  barricade  at  the  negro  box;  the  barricade 
was  lust  a  plain  plank  fence  as  high  as  yoar  head;  it  was  a  sort  of  blind;  a  man 
oonld  not  see  in  the  window  over  it:  he  could  see  the  top  of  the  window,  but  not 
down  in  it;  it  was  about  10  or  12  feetlon^;  both  ends  were  open ;  five  negroes  walked 
behind  the  plank,  next  to  the  window,  and  they  had  tickets  in  their  hands ;  but  where 
they  got  them  I  do  not  know;  I  did  know  what  was  on  one  of  the  tickets;  it  had 
Black  on  it;  I  saw  the  other  tickets,  but  did  not  see  what  name  was  on  them ;  Lougee 
called  out  the  names  of  the  negroes  and  their  residences  as  they  would  vote,  and  not 
one  of  the  negroes  would  open  their  mouths;  when  one  was  going  to  vote  he  woold 
call  out  the  name  and  the  negro  would  hand  in  the  ticket;  Mr.  Lougee  was  work- 
ing for  Mr.  Black;  the  reason  I  know  this  was  this,  he  called  me  ofi'  to  one  side  and 

Bald  to  me 

.    (Counsel  lor  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  about  to  be  given  as  hearsay.) 

**  Will,  bring  me  bome  of  thojse  young  boys  around  here."  I  said,  **  Whyf"  He 
said,  *^  I  want  t(>  vote  them."  I  told  him  '^ Certainly  1  will  not;  I  will  give  them  all 
the  tickets  I  can  that  they  want  and  let  them  vote.''  He  said  to  me,  **  Have  yon  got 
any  tickets!"  I  pulled  out  a  handful  of  Watson  tickets  and  showed  them  to  him; 
he  said  he  admired  me  for  that ;  I  told  him  I  would  not  vote  his  ticket  for  noth- 
ing; he  did  not  tell  me  for  whom  he  wanted  those  boys  to  vote;  he  did  show 
Black  tickets;  but  did  not  say  who  he  was  working  for;  1  thought  too  little  of  him 
to  fool  with  him;  that's  with  him  and  me;  that's  all  I  know  that  I  can  testify  to  as 
facts. 

Later  in  the  day,  around  in  the  rear  of  the  barracks,  there  were  crowds  there ;  it 
seemed  to  be  the  juggling  grounds;  it  seemed  so  to  me;  I  inclined  to  want  to  go 
around  there  to  see  what  they  were  doing,  and  they  would  not  let  me  go ;  a  police- 
man stopped  me,  and  said,  **  Yon  can't  go  around  there."  I  don't  know  the  name  of 
the  policeman^  there  were  a  lot  of  them  there;  I  went  to  the  chief,  Hood,  chief  of  the 
police,  and  said:  '*  Why  can't  we  go  around  there!"  and  he  told  me,  **  You  haven't 
any  business  around  there."  And  then  Sergeant  Sheron  told  me,  <^God  damn  you,  if 
von  don't  stay  away  from  around  there  I  will  lock  you  up."  The  place  seemed  to 
be  where  they  got  a  little  tight  or  boozy. 

Q.  Was  there  an  inclosure  oack  there f — A.  Y'^es,  sir;  there  was  an  indosnre  around 
there ;  there  was  a  house  back  there ;  it's  the  place  that  they  lock  anyone  up  when 
they  get  a  little  tight  or  boozy.  Know  this,  but  never  have  got  locked  up  in  it. 
Crowds  were  goin^^  in  the  house.  Both  negroes  and  whites  went  in  there.  They 
Yoted;  thev  went  in  before  and  after  voting. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  this  house f — ^A.  f  could  not  tell  you  who  had  charge,  as  I 
could  not  go  around  there  to  see.  The  Black  workers  would  go  around  there  with 
the  negroes,  as  I  have  told  you,  before  and  after  voting ;  so  guess  they  voted  for  Black. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating?  Did  you  see  anything  else  illegal! — A.  I  could  not 
say  positively;  that  is  all  of  it;  I  did  not  go  to  any  other  ward  that  day. 

Q.  How  many  managers  had  charge  of  the  polls,  and  what  were  their  names! — A. 
It  looked  to  me  like  the  managers  were  different  men ;  might  have  been  and  might  not ; 
don't  know  who  they  were,  or  their  politics. 

Q.  How  many  boxes  did  they  have  T — ^A.  They  had  two  windows  and  a  box  at  each 
window.  One  for  the  white  voters  and  one  for  the  colored  voters.  The  white  box 
was  in  the  front  at  a  window  and  the  colored  box  was  at  a  window  on  the  upper  side 
of  the  house.  This  window  was  just  around  the  corner  of  the  house.  Each  window 
was  about  5  feet  from  the  corner  of  the  house. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Wright,  for  the  contestee : 

Q.  Mr.  Nelson,  about  how  far  from  the  window  was  the  plank  partition  that  you 
speak  of! — A.  About  4  feet,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Was  it  or  was  it  not  usual  for  such  a  partition  to  be  in  front  of  the  voting  win- 
dow to  enable  the  voters  to  go  in  one  way  and  come  out  the  other? — A.  They  used  to 
have  ropes  up  there  several  years  ago. 

Q.  How  long  is  it  since  you  saw  the  ropes  used  up  there  ! — A,  Four  or  five  years 
ago ;  don't  know  exactly. 

Q.  It  has  always  been  considered  to  be  necessary  for  them  to  go  in  or  out,  to  have 
something  of  the  kind,  has  it  not! — A.  They  have  always  used  something  ever  since 
I  have  been  noticing  it. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  ropes  would  furnish  very  poor  guides  in  this  respect;  it 
being  easy  to  break  over  such  a  barrier! — A.  Ropes  would  not,  but  one  might  be  very 
poor. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  there  was  ample  opportunity  for  anyone  to  see,  who  wanted 
to  see,  what  was  going  on  at  the  colored  window ;  and  they  were  not  interfered  with 
by  the  partition?  Was  there  lots  of  Mr.  Watson's  friends  present  observing,  without 
any  molestation,  all  that  occurred  at  the  box! — ^A.  We  had  one  man  behind  the  par- 
tition at  the  window. 
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Q.  Yon  mean  between  the  partition  and  the  window? — A.  Yes,  sir;  between  the 
partition  and  the  window. 

Q.  Who  was  that  manf — A.  Silas  Kead. 

Q.  Silas  Read  senior  or  junior  f — A.  He  was  a  middle-aged  man. 

Q.  Is  he  not  a  prominent  Populist  and  friend  of  Mr.  Watson's f — A.  He  seems  to  be 
very  morh  so.  They  wonld  not  allow  bnt  one  man  fVom  our  side  around  there  at  the 
time.  As  many  Democrats  went  behind  there  as  wanted  to.  I  saw  as  many  as  three 
back  there  at  onoe. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Read  was  the  only  man  among  the  Populists  that 
conld  go  back  there? — A.  1  do  not  mean  that;  him  or  one  other  was  behind  all  the 
time. 

Q.  You  admit  that  numbers  of  others  could  see  by  standing  at  either  end  of  the 
psrtitiou  ? — A.  Weren't  n]h)wed  at  the  end,  bnt  could  go  way  down  at  the  other  end 
sod  stick  oar  necks  around  to  see ;  policeman  would  make  us  get  back ;  had  orders 
to,  I  guess. 

Q.  Why  did  you  have  to  creak  your  necks? — A.  As  1  told  yon,  to  see  up  that  aisle; 
yoQ  could  not  get  your  body  around  in  the  aisle  for  the  policemen ;  they  would  say, 
**Ktt  baek/'  and  we  had  it  to  do,  or  be  locked  up. 

Q.  Did  the  police  do  anything  but  prevent  the  crowd  who  had  alrea<ly  voted  from 
crowding  into  the  aitde  that  led  up  to  the  voting  window  ? — A.  W^ell,  not  particularly ; 
tbey  did  not. 

Q.  How  long  was  the  partition  f — A.  About  10  or  12  feet. 

Q.  When  yon  got  beyond  the  10  or  12  feet,  was  there  any  interference  with  youf— > 
A.  Well,  sir,  there  was  a  crowd  who  wanted  to  see,  and  they  got  into  a  line  down 
there  at  the  end.  They  got  into  line  to  see,  although  they  didn't  want  to.  They 
were  not  forced  into  line,  but  got  in  in  order  to  see. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Dunn  there? — A.  He  was  there  a  part  of  the  time,  and  maybe  all  the 
day. 

Q.  You  were  there,  were  you  not? — A    I  was  there. 

Q.  Were  there  not  a  good  many  of  Mr.  Watson^s  friends  at  the  polls  working  for 
biB  success f — A.  There  were  a  lot  of  men  there  who  had  voted,  with  tickets  hand- 
ing to  those  who  wanted  them.    If  yon  call  that  work,  they  were  working. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  have  tickets  in  your  hand— do  you  call  that  work  ?— A.  I  do  not  call 
that  working;  it  was  mighty  little  work. 

Q.  Do  you  call  standing  up  where  Mr.  Read  was  watching  the  voting,  working?— 
A.  He  was  using  a  pencil  right  sharp  and  I  would  call  that  work. 

Q.  Didn't  Mr.  Watson  have  the  majority  at  the  polls? — A.  In  the  white  box;  he 
carried  the  white  box. 

Q.  Didn't  he  have  the  minority  all  told? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  the  majority,  all 
told. 

(4-  Waim*t  there  more  and  more  active  workers  for  Mr.  Watson  than  for  Black  at 
this  poll  ? — A.  Well,  there  wasn't  more  active  workers,  but  more  voters. 

Q.  Wasn't  Mr.  Watson's  friends  there  in  large  numbers,  with  sticks  and  showing 
belligerence? — A.  I  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  belligerence;  don't  know  what  it 
means. 

Q.  I  mean  were  they  not  there  showing  an  air  of  firmness  and  determination  to 
tee  that  Mr.  Watson  got  justice? — A.  Well,  there  were  some  of  them  there  that 
might  have  had  sticks ;  I  don't  think  anything  of  carrying  sticks,  for  cripple  men  tote 
•ticks  right  sharp. 

Q.  Yon  have  not  answered  my  question. — A.  What  was  your  question? 

Q.  Were  not  Mr.  Watson's  friends  there  showing  an  air*  of  firmness  and  determi- 
nation to  see  that  he  got  justice? — ^A.  I  did  not  see  or  hear  anything  like  that;  there 
might  have  been. 

Q.  Did  yon  chance  to  see  me  there? — A.  No ;  I  didn't  see  yon  to  know  you. 

Q.  How  many  colored  votes  were  polled  there  that  day? — A.  I  could  not  tell. 

^.  Were  there  not  less  than  100? — A.  I  do  not  know;  I  can  not  tell. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  a  house  behind  the  polling  precinct  at  the  Fifth  Ward  bar- 
racks?—A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  were  not  permitted  to  go  back  there,  were  yon? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  did  go  back  there,  didn't  you? — A.  I  went  back  there  soon  in  the  morning. 
I  did  not  go  back  after  early  in  the  morning. 

<).  The  voting  <lid  not  begin  there  to  any  consecjuence  till  about  11  or  12  o'clock, 
liid  it?— A.  That's  about  the  time  we  were  ordered  to  stay  away.  That  was  about 
tike  time  the  main  voting  of  the  negroes  began. 

Q.  If,  then,  you  were  not  permitted  to  go  oack  there  where  the  house  was,  how  can 

yon  swear,  as' yon  have  done  on  the  direct,  that  crowds  of  white  and  colored  men 

vent  into  that  house  and  out  of  it? — A.  Did  I  say  they  went  into  that  house?    I 

Mrersaid  that  they  went  into  that  house. 
<^.  Did  you  not  say  that  they  went  in  there  before  and  after  voting? — A.  I  said 

they  went  aronnd  in  the  back  to  that  house. 
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Q.  Then  yon  do  not  know  that  a  single  white  or  colored  man,  either  before  or  after 
Yoting,  went  into  that  honsef — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  xoa  say  that  yon  think  very  little  of  Mr.  Longeef— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Is  he  not  one  of  the  prominent  boasee  and  mannfactnrers  in  the  Sibley  millf— 
A.  He  is  carding-room  boss  in  the  Sibley  mill. 

Q.  Is  he  not  a  prominent  gentleman  and  citizen  alsof — ^A.  Certainly;  bat  I  neyer 
liked  him  and  never  had  any  nse  for  him. 

Q.  What  do  you  dof— A.  I  work  at  the  Clark  mill. 

Q.  What  kind  of  work  do  you  do  f — A.  A  little  of  everything  most;  most  anything. 

Q.  What  do  you  do  most  off — A.  Do  yon  mean  at  the  present f  I  am  rigging  up 
looms. 

Q.  What  have  yon  been  doing  before  thatf — A.  Sometimes  I  have  work  and  some- 
times I  haven't. 

Q.  When  you  worked,  what  did  you  dof — A.  Well,  sometimes  one  work  and  then 
another. 

Q.  You  suy  you  first  did  one  thing  and  then  another.  Now,  name  the  first  and  then 
the  other f — A.  Yon  asked  me  the  work  that  I  first  done.  It  has  been  so  long  that  I 
can  not  tell  the  first  thing  I  ever  did. 

Q.  Are  you  ashamed  of  the  work  that  you  have  done  that  yon  will  not  tell  me  what 
it  isf— A.  No. 

Q.  Then  please  tell  mef — A.  I  work  at  the  Clark  mill. 

Q.  What  sort  of  work  at  Clark's  f — ^A.  Kigging  up  looms  at  the  present,  and  have 
been  for  the  last  three  weeks. 

Q.  Before  rigging  up  looms  what  was  your  workf — A.  I  worked  in  the  Sibley  mill 
with  Mr.  John  Piatt  and  in  the  same  mill  with  Mr.  Frank  King,  spinner.  I  am  a 
laboring  man. 

Q.  Are  you  a  carder,  or  spinner,  or  weaver,  or  cotton  picker,  or  carpenter,  or  whatf— 
A.  I  can  weave,  I  can  spin,  and  I  can  work  in  the  carding  room,  too.  I  am  not  a 
carpenter. 

Q.  You  mean  that  is  the  kind  of  work  you  have  douef — A.  I  have  done  all  that 
kind  of  work. 

Q.  What  do  you  get  a  day  usually  f — A.  About  80  cents  a  day. 

Q.  How  old  are  youf—A.  I  will  be  25  the  19th  of  March,  so  my  mother  says. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Green  and  Mrs.  Abney  f — A.  I  do  know  Mr.  Green,  but  I  do 
not  know  a  Mrs.  Abney. 

Q.  Where  does  Green  livef — ^A.  I  know  some  here  and  some  in  South  Carolina. 

Q.  Did  he  have  a  grandmother  or  anntf — A.  Yes;  everybody  has  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  them f — A.  1  do;  lived  in  the  neighborhood  with  them  when  I 
was  a  boy. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  trouble  in  connection  with  Mr.  Green  and  his  grand- 
mother f — A.  Never  have  had  any  trouble  with  them,  but  had  lots  of  fun  with  Green; 
but  not  any  trouble. 

Q.  Did  yon  and  he  ever  blaek  your  faces  and  try  to  get  money  from  his  grand- 
motherf — A.  I  never  did;  no. 

Q.  Did  you  blacken  your  faces,  and  in  what  connection  f — ^A.  I  have  blackened  it 
several  times. 

Q.  Did  Green  blacken  his,  toof — A.  Y^es,  sir;  he  has. 

Q.  Tell  us  the  connection,  and  all  about  it. — A.  One  time  we  both  had  some  fan 
and  scared  his  grandmother  and  uncle  nearly  to  death,  but  we  didn't  try  to  get  any 
money.  We  ran  them  both  out  of  the  house,  or  ont  from  the  honse,  rather,  but 
didn't  try  to  get  any  money. 

Q.  What  was  the  grandmother's  namef — ^A.  Mrs.  Pettis  or  Mrs.  Green;  I  do  not 
know  which. 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  the  unolef — A.  Charles  Green  or  Pettis;  I  do  not  know 
which* 

Q.  Who  was  left  in  the  house  after  you  run  them  outf — A.  Nobody  bat  me  and 
W.  F.  Green,  I  think. 

Q.  Well,  was  that  matter  settled  up;  were  you  all  prosecuted  for  that  matter f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  yon  prosecuted  forf — A.  For  an  attempt  at  robbery,  bnt  there  was 
never  anything  done,  only  I  was  arrested  and  carried  back  to  South  Carolina;  and 
I  haven't  heard  anything  since. 

Q.  Was  not  a  requisition  made  for  you  bj'  the  governor  of  South  Carolina  to  the 
governor  of  Georgia  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  arrested  youf — A.  Pat  Brock.  I  did  not  know  what  kind  of  an  officer  he 
was.    He  was  on  the  fire  department  at  that  time. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  reward  out  for  youf — A.  There  was  a  reward  ont  for  the  one 
who  did  it. 

Q.  You  did  it,  didn't  youf — A.  Me  and  Green  went  into  the  house.  We  were  the 
ones. 
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Q.  Who  offered  the  reward f — ^A.  His  ffrandmother,  I  think. 

Q.  Wm  it  not  settled  after  his  grandniother  foand  out  that  Oreen,  her  grandson. 
WIS  implicated  in  the  robberv,  or  attempt  at  robbery f — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  settled 
ss  soon  as  her  srandson  was  found  to  be  in  it.  He  might  have  meant  something, 
bat  I  did  not.  I  did  it  just  to  scare  them.  The  man  we  scared  out  of  the  house 
nearly  run  himself  to  death  through  them  plum  orchard.  The  grandmother  ran  out 
on  the  porch. 

Q.  what  time  was  it  when  you  went  to  the  house f — A.  It  was  early  dark;  they 
had  not  gone  to  bed. 

Q.  When  did  this  occur  f  How  long  ago 9— A.  Three  or  four  years  ago,  somewhere 
about  there;  I  do  not  know  exactly. 

Q.  Have  you  been  liying  here  ever  since f — A.  Stayed  in  South  Carolina  a  year; 
osar  Bath  Paper  Mills  since  that  time. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  that  one  year  have  you  been  living  here  ever  since  f— 
A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  What  taxes  do  you  pay! — A.  A  dollar  a  year. 

Q.  What  did  you  pay  to  register  this  last  timef — A.  I  paid  $2.  I  have  not  paid 
for  this  year. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  paid  anything  but  this  $2f — A.  No,  sir;  I  haven't. 

Q.  You  registered  as  25,  didn't  youf— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  I  will  not  be  25  until 
March  coming. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  you  are  not  down  on  the  registry  list  as  25  years  of  agef— 
A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  did  you  swear  tof — A.  I  swore  that  I  was  24  and  had  been  in  South  Car> 
olina  one  year,  and  the  clerk  told  me  that  I  only  owed  $2. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Wbst,  for  contestant :  • 

They  just  dropped  the  Green  case  in  South  Carolina.  I  did  not  run  away  from 
Soath  Carolina  on  account  of  the  matter.  I  didn't  pay  anything  to  get  it  dropped. 
When  arrested,  I  went  back  without  requisition  papers.    1  did  not  care,  and  would 

K  without.  We  frightened  the  old  man  and  women  out  of  the  house.  We  could 
ve  ooDunitted  robbery.  They  didn't  charge  that  anything  was  taken.  Wo  black- 
ened our  faces  and  went  there  for  fun.  We  went  only  to  have  some  fun.  We 
blackened  our  faces  after  we  got  in  South  Carolina.  We  blackened  them  from  the 
•mat  off  of  a  washpot.  We  went  from  Augusta  to  have  this  fun.  The  distance  is 
ftboat  18  or  20  miles  from  here.    I  am  in  the  habit  of  going  there  on  visits. 

Rebuttal  by  Mr.  Wright,  for  contestee : 

Q.  How  did  you  go  there? — A.  By  the  railroad. 

Q.  Is  not  18  or  20  miles  very  far  to  go  to  blacken  your  faces  just  to  have  some 
fan!— A.  No.     I  lived  there  and  he  paid  my  car  fare. 

W.  H.  (his  X  mark)  Nblson. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  of  December,  1805. 

[SEAL.]  8am.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

E.  J.  DUNN,  sworn  for  contestant : 

I  live  in  Richmond  County,  Ga.  Live  in  west  end.  Have  lived  in  the  county  sev 
eoteen  years  and  in  the  city  of  Augusta  ten  yeara.  I  was  at  the  special  Congressional 
election  on  October  2,  1805.  I  was  at  the  Fifth  Ward  polls.  I  got  to  the  polls  at 
aboat  8  o'clock,  I  suppose.  T  remained  there  till  the  polls  closed.  I  only  left  to  go 
to  dinner;  was  away  about  an  hour  then.  I  have  some  recollection  of  Mr.  Wright 
being  at  the  polls. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunn,  state  what  you  saw  there  that  was  not  right. — A.  I  saw  a  good  many 
bofs,  yonng  boys,  that  I  didn't  think  the  proper  ase  to  vote,  and  they  voted,  and 
•ome  of  them  repeated.  I  also  saw  a  uesro  that  I  did  not  know  vote  the  name  of  a 
negro  known  to  me.  I  could  not  lenrn  tue  name  of  the  negro  that  did  the  voting  of 
tile  name.  Ransom  Abrams  was  the  name  that  he  voted.  I  do  not  know  that  he 
giTe  the  residence  of  the  above  negro.  I  only  know  that  he  voted  the  name.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  other  Ransom  Abrams  in  the  ward.  I  did  not  see  tlie  name  on  the 
ticket,  or  the  ticket  that  he  voted.  He  came  up  individually  himself  and  voted.  I 
eui  not  tell  the  ticket  that  he  voted.  I  onl^  knew  that  he  had  voted  Abrams's  name. 
I  Bade  mention  of  it  to  Mr.  Colbert,  a  policeman,  to  have  him  arrested,  and  he  told 
Be  that  he  had  no  authority  to  arrest  him.  Those  boys  who  were  voting,  that  I  saw 
Toting,  voted  for  Mr.  Block.  They  were  in  the  charge  of  Bolen  Hardiman,  Rill  Lou- 
^j  BcffTy  Johnson,  and  the  nej^o,  Bob  Harper.  These  men  were  supporters  of  Mr. 
Black  in  that  election.  I  stopped  Mr.  Longee  and  told  hitii  that  I  didn't  think  he 
voald  be  guilty  of  such  dirty  work,  after  making  the  pledge  to  me  that  he  did  three 
Booths  beforehand.  He  took  me  off  from  the  crowd  and  said,  '*Mr.  Dunn,  you  know 
^v  I  am  situated  in  this  thing.''    He  said  that  he  would  much  rather  that  Watson 
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was  elected  than  Black.  ''  Well/'  I  said,  **\f  that  be  the  case,  you  don't  stand  on 
principle,  yon  are  merely  in  for  the  job,  I  perceive/'  He  said,  "  You  know  tbat  1  am 
obliged  to  do  this.  1  have  not  taken  as  active  a  stand  as  I  did  before."  I  told  him 
this  was  a  big  world,  and  let  the  job  go  to  the  devil,  was  my  reply.  He  said  he  was 
Bitnate<l  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  do  as  he  was  doing.  He  turned  away  and  we  had 
no  more  conversation.  They  had  two  boxes  at  this  precinct.  I  think  there  were 
three  managers;  only  one  of  tht-m  1  knew.  That  was  Mr.  Lowry.  I  can  not  tell 
what  liis  politics  is.  The  boxes  were  at  different  windows.  The  white  box  was  on 
the  south  side  of  the  room  and  the  black  box  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  room. 

Q.  Who  were  over  the  boxes  as  managers f — A.  I  do  not  know  that;  there  were 
only  three  managers. 

Q.  Could  each  one  of  the  managers  see  and  snp«rintend  each  of  the  boxes f — A.  I 
do  not  know ;  I  think  they  could,  sir.  I  saw  Mr.  Picquet  standing  at  the  negro  win- 
dow with  a  list  of  names  in  his  hand  and  giving  the  names  out  t/O  the  heelers. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  list  was  it;  what  did  it  appear  to  contain? — A.  It  was  a  list 
that  appeared  to  be  names,  and  I  supposed  it  to  be  the  registration  list. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  and  answer  of  the  witness  stating 
what  the  list  contained,  as  to  how  it  appeared,  or  to  what  the  witness  thought.) 

He  furnished  the  names  to  the  heelers;  to  Mr.  Longee  and  others  that  I  term  heel- 
ers. They  came  in  with  the  negroes  and  voted  them.  The  negroes  would  call  his 
own  name  at  times,  ami  at  other  times  the  heelers  would  give  in  the  names.  I  do 
not  know  how  to  come  at  the  number  of  times  the  names  were  called  for  them.  I 
Bupiiose  about  one- third  called  by  the  negroes  and  the  other  times  by  those  who 
would  bring  them  up.  Some  of  the  negroes  would  come  up  on  the  street  cars,  some 
would  walk  from  the  city,  and  from  the  Fifth  Ward,  down  Broad  street.  I  don't  know 
exactly  where  they  went;  I  could  not  tell.  I  can  say  what  direction  some  of  them 
went.*  Some  went  down  town,  and  some  up  town,  and  some  remained  there  about 
the  polls.  I  saw  a  negro  by  the  name  ot  Tolbert — didn't  know  his  given  name,  he 
went  by  the  name — vote  four  times.  The  way  that  I  could  distinguish  him  was  from 
a  scar  on  his  neck.  I  can  not  tell  what  name  he  voted,  but  he  repeated  four  times 
to  my  certain  knowledge.  Not  every  time  did  I  hear  the  name  that  he  voted.  He 
voted  under  the  name  Tolbert  the  first  time.  I  did  not  hear  the  name  that  he  voted 
any  other  time.  After  voting  the  first  time  he  went  around  in  the  rear  of  the  bar- 
racks. I  could  not  see  that  he  went  around  there  each  time,  but  saw  him  go  the  first 
time;  saw  him  go  once.  I  can  not  tell  the  interval  of  time  between  the  voters  he 
cast,  but  suppose  it  was  fifteen  or  twenty  minute  intervals  between  the  voting.  I 
can  not  be  positiye  as  to  time.  I  think  the  features  Wf  re  distinct  enough  for  the  man- 
agers to  have  8'  n  that  he  was  voting  the  second  time;  that  he  was  repeating.  I 
should  have  known.  The  first  time  he  voted  no  one  had  charge  of  him.  The  second 
time  Mr.  Longee  had  him,  and  the  other  times  the  other  Democratic  workers  had 
charge  of  him.  He  called  out  the  name  that  he  voted  each  time  himself,  except 
when  Mr.  Longee  called  out  the  name  for  him  once.  Do  not  know  positively  who 
called  the  names  the  other  times.  Yes,  sir;  I  could  state  that  I  saw  other  repeating, 
but  he  was  the  only  one  whose  name  I  could  get.  I  saw  others  that  I  thought  h^ 
repeated.  I  was  led  to  think  they  were  repeating,  as  I  could  see  from  their  features; 
they  would  not  be  gone  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  I  could  know  them  by 
their  features  and  dress.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  it  done  on  that  day.  After  vot- 
ing they  wonld  go  back  in  the  room  in  the  rear,  and  some  would  stand  around  the 
polls.  Some  would  go  by  themselves  and  some  would  be  led  up  by  the  heelers  1  have 
mentioned.  1  could  not  say  that  I  saw  anything  else  wrong  except  this  repeating.  I 
made  mention  to  the  chief  that  we  had  no  representative  at  the  box  and  he  replied 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  said  we  would  have  to  go  to  the  judge — 
Judge  Eve.  The  planks  were  about  2  or  2^  feet  from  the  window.  The  partition  was 
about  10  or  15  feet  long.  I  did  not  notice  the  length  closely.  Did  notice  partition, 
however.  It  was  8  or  10  feet  high.  This  planking  was  before  the  colored  box.  I 
saw  several  behind  the  partition.  Saw  Democrats  and  Populists  behind  there,  but 
I  could  not  say  tbat  they  took  the  liberty  to  go  in  there  like  the  others.  Some  ven- 
tured in  and  were  ordered  out.  Sam  Cobb  was  ordered  out  by  Sergeant  Sheron  of 
the  police  force.  Was  done  at  the  upper  barracks  of  the  iiolice  force.  Yoa  could 
not  see  the  window  unless  you  went  into  the  aisle  leading  to  the  polling  place.  And 
if  you  stood  at  the  north  side  you  could  see  up  the  aisle  into  the  window.  I  could 
see  the  ballot  box  and  what  was  going  on.  You  could  not  see  unless  you  went  up 
dose.  There  might  have  been  a  crack  that  you  could  see  through  it.  I  do  not  think 
there  was  any  need  of  planks  up  at  the  window  at  all.  As  a  guard  I  conld  see  a 
little  use  for  them  as  leading  to  the  box,  but  I  could  not  see  the  benefit  planking 
could  be  in  front  of  the  window  at  all.  I  have  never  seen  them  before  since  I  have 
been  voting.    I  mean  that  I  never  saw  any  till  I  came  to  Augusta. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Wright,  for  contestee : 

Q.  W^here  did  you  live  before  coming  to  Augusta f — A.  In  Columbia  County.  I 
have  never  lived  or  voted  in  any  city  but  Augusta. 
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Q.  Do  you  Dot  know  that  it  has  been  a  cuBtom  in  ooutested  elections  here  in 
Augnsta  to  have  these  approaches  for  the  ingress  and  egress  of  voters  to  the  voting 
boxf— A.  I  know  that  they  have  been  there  ever  since  I  have  been  voting  in  the 
city. 

(^.  Yon  say  that  Mr.  Watson's  friends,  as  well  as  the  Democrats,  were  stationed 
between  this  planking  and  the  voting  window  f — A.  They  were  standing  aronnd  abont 
the  polls,  as  men  do ;  they  were  in  and  ont  and  around  the  polls ;  they  didn't  stand 
St  th«  window  all  the  time. 

Q.  Didn't  Silaa  Keed  take  his  stand  between  the  planking  and  the  window  all  day, 
except  when  relieved  by  someone  else! — A.  Well,  conld  not  say  positively  that  they 
were  standing  there.  1  saw  them  there  some  of  the  time  I  had  a  position  there ;  was 
pushed  away  one  time. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  Silas  Keed  stood  there f — A.  Could  not  swear  that  he 
Btood  there  all  the  time.  At  times  when  1  was  there  1  saw  a  few  Ponnlists  in  there. 
I  can't  say  that  Mr.  Silas  Reed  stood  there  all  the  time;  he  was  in  there  some  times 
when  I  would  be  aronnd.  I  saw  other  Populists  in  there  and  out  of  there  at  differ- 
eat  times.  I  was  not  there  all  of  the  time,  and  can't  say  what  happened  all  of  the 
time. 

(^.  How  many  colored  people  did  you  see  go  to  vote  at  that  poll  that  dayf — A.  I 
taw  about  200  in  all;  I  did  not  see  all  that  voted. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  know  that  less  than  200  negroes  voted  there  that  day? — A.  I  did 
Dot,  sir. 

(j.  Did  you  not  know  that  a  greatly  smaller  colored  vote  was  polled  than  was  reg- 
istered?—A.  I  can  not  say  positively  that  1  did. 

Q.  While  a  person  standing  right  in  front  of  the  window  conld  oot  see  what  was 

ling  on  at  the  window,  could  not  any  person  standing  at  the  open  aisle  see  ? — A. 

bey  could  see  np  as  far  as  the  window  st  the  opening  of  the  aisle. 

q!  Were  there  not  more  voters  and  workers  for  Mr.  \\  atson  than  voters  aod  workers 
for  Mr.  Black  at  this  poll? — A.  I  could  not  say  that  there  were. 

Q.  What  proportion  would  you  say  there  were  for  Watson  and  Black? — A.  I  was 
working  for  Mr.  Watson.  When  they  wanted  tickets  I  gave  them  the  tickets.  I 
oerer  influenced  a  vote  at  all.  I  saw  several  workers  for  him,  if  that's  what  yon 
call  working. 

V.  How  many  of  Mr.  Watson's  friends  were  standing  around  the  polls  all  day,  off 
iod  00? — A.  I  conld  not  say  positively.     I  suppose  there  were  about  100  men  that  I 

BSW. 

Q.  Were  these  men  not  there  with  sticks  and  other  evidences  of  belligerence? — A. 
There  were  a  few  men  with  sticks.  I  was  there  with  a  stick  and  did  nut  intend  to 
use  it  unless  someone  imposed  on  me. 

Q.  Yon  mean  or  what  yon  conceived  to  be  to  your  (Watson's)  side?— A.  I  meant 
imposed  upon  me  individually. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  go  to  the  window,  or  in  the  direction  of  the  window,  behind  the 
pLa^kiog  whenever  you  desired? — A.  Y'es;  1  did. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  make  observation  of  what  was  going  on  around  the  window  when- 
ever yoo  desired? — A.  I  went  around  about  the  window  and  saw  these  things.  I  did 
not  go  to  see  these  things;  I  could  observe  them. 

Q.  Yon  have  not  answered  uie.  Did  you  not  make  observation  of  what  was  going 
on  :«roand  the  window  whenever  you  desired? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  back  behind  the  barracks  to  the  house  you  said  was  around  there? — 
A.  I  did  not  go  exactly  to  the  house ;  I  went  back  of  the  barracks.  The  house  was 
ibont  15  feet  off.  I  oould  see  them  go  in  by  my  own  eyes.  I  was  back  there  three 
times.  I  saw  negroes  go  in  and  out,  and  saw  Longee,  Bolen  Hardiman,  Bob  Harper, 
ind  Johnson.  I  do  not  know  what  they  did,  except  to  carry  negroes  in  and  bring 
them  out. 

Q.  How  many  colored  votes  did  Mr.  Watson  get  in  the  Fifth  W^ard  ? — ^A.  1  don't 
know,  exactly.     1  suppose — I  can  not  tell,  to  be  plain. 

Q.  Did  he  get  over  25  or  30? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  said  the  partition  was  about  2^  feet  from  the  window  ? — A.  Would  say  it 
vaa  sboat  4  feet.  I  am  not  accurate  about  the  measurements ;  supposed  it  was  about 
2tfeet. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  but  one  man  that  you  saw  repeat? — A.  One  that  I  saw  repeat 
thtt  I  knew  the  name  of.    He  voted  about  10  or  11  o'clock. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  that  you  saw  him  go  back  and  repeat? — ^A.  Ten  or  fifteen 
niontes  after  the  Hrst  visit  to  the  ballot  box. 

<^.  You  say  that  you  saw  others  that  you  judged  by  their  features  and  dress,  but 
did  not  know  their  names? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Why  could  yon  not  get  their  names  when  they  were  called  out  at  the  box? — A. 
Conld  have,  had  I  felt  disposed  to  follow  them  up  and  get  their  names  just  as  some 
vonld.  bnt  that's  something  I  did  not  do. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  know  that  there  was  a  Populist  manager  appointed  by  Judge  Eve? — 
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A.  There  might  have  been  one  appointed,  but  he  wasn't  there  when  I  waa  there  and 
I  made  complaint. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Watson'a  Ariends  accompany  colored  voters  to  the  polls  f — A.  I  can 
not  say  positively ;  I  did  not  myself. 

Q.  Did  yon  know  that  Mr.  Watson's  friends  were  just  as  active  in  collecting  together 
the  voters  and  voting  them  where  they  could  do  sof — A.  I  did  not  see  any  of  it  going 
on.     I  did  not  see  them  collect  in  those  houses  and  repeat  them. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  they  were  brought  up  in  squads  and  voted  for  Mr. 
Watson f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  can't  say  that  they  were. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  men  that  yon  thought  looked  younger  than  21 ;  were  they  white 
or  black f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  colored. 

Q.  What  made  you  say  they  were  under  age  f — A.  From  their  looks.  I  said  of  some, 
not  of  all,  that  I  did  not  think  them  entitled  to  vote.  I  could  almost  swear  safely 
that  they  were  not  21  from  their  looks. 

Q.  How  old  could  you  say  they  weref — A.  Could  not  say  safely,  but  about  16  or 
18.  I  could  not  say  how  many  were  16  year^  of  age.  The  most  of  the  vote  at  the 
precinct  was  of  that  character;  that  is,  I  mean  of  the  colored  voce. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunn,  do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  are  serious  when  you  say  that  of  the 

great  crjwd  of  colored  voters  around  the  Fifth  Ward  polls  that  a  majority  looked  to 
e  under  21  years  of  agef — A.  Ves,  sir;  I  do  mean  to  say  it;  1  stick  to  what  I  said. 

Q.  Do  you  stick  to  it  simply  because  yon  have  said  itf — A.  No.,  sir;  I  stick  to  it 
because  it  is  a  fact. 

Q.  Were  young  negroes  more  easily  gotten  there  than  older  negroes,  to  votef — A. 
I  don't  know  that  they  were  more  easily  gotten  there  than  older  negroes. 

Q.  What  time  were  the  yonnger  negroes  you  speak  of  voting? — A.  Around  about 
there  all  day ;  that  is,  till  the  polls  closed. 

Q.  Were  the  negroes  that  were  around  the  polls  at  the  time  that  3'on  saw  me  at  the 
polls  apparently  of  the  same  age  as  the  others  were  that  you  saw  there  at  other  times 
during  the  day'f — A.  I  don't  suppose  that  your  going  there  changed  their  ages. 

Q.  Then  you  wonld  say  that  the  ages  of  those  voting  while  1  was  there  corresponded 

Senerally  with  those  who  voted  the  other  portions  of  the  day  f — A.  I  don't  think  that 
as  anything  to  do  with  what  we  were  speaking  of;  1  told  you 

Q.  I  think  it  h;M  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  1  am  testing  your  judgment  and  the 
accuracy  of  your  statement  as  to  the  ages  of  all  the  colored  voters  who  voted  at  the 
Fifth  Ward  on  election  day,  whereat  you  have  made  the  remarkable  statement  that, 
in  your  opinion,  a  majority  of  the  colored  voters  tbere  that  day  were  under  age. 
Now,  please  state  to  me  if  the  ages  of  those  voting  during  the  hour  I  was  there 
appeared  to  you  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  those  voting  during  the  other  hours  of  the 
day. — A.  Well,  I  don't  think  that  that  had  anything  to  do  with  changing  the  ages, 
because  of  Mr.  Wright's  presence  at  the  polls. 

Q.  Did  they  look  to  be  the  same  age  then  as  at  other  times? — A.  I  think  this  is  an 
unfair  question  to  ask  of  me.  The  character  of  the  voters  as  to  age  while  you  were 
there  were  the  same  as  they  were  all  day. 

Q.  Did  you  see  each  one  of  those  votes  that  you  thought  cast  by  under-aged  persons — 
did  yon  see  who  the  ballot  was  for  f — A.  I  saw  some ;  I  saw  6  or  7  with  Black  tickets 
in  their  hands  at  the  time. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Dunn,  yon  have  been  an  ardent  Watson  man  from  the  start — for  a 
number  of  yean,  haven't  youf  — A.  I  have. 

Q.  You  testified  in  the  contest  of  1892f— A.  I  did.  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  have  a  good  deal  to  say  in  the  way  of  bulldozing  to  the  police  officers 
and  to  the  others  at  the  election f — A.  No, sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  yon  say  to  Sergeant  Sheron  what  you  were  going  to  stand  and  what  yon 
were  not  going  to  stand — to  Sergeant  Sheron  and  others  threaten  that  there 
would  be  trouble  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not;  I  was  trying  to  keep  down  trouble:  I  went 
to  several  of  the  Watson  and  Black  boys  and  advised  that  there  be  no  trouble. 

Q.  Didn't  the  Watson  voters  have  every  chance  that  the  Black  voters  had  to  the 
polls  and  election  window f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  had  free  access  to  the  box  and  were 
not  molested  in  their  right  to  cast  their  ballot. 

Q.  I  will  ask  about  the  situation  of  the  boxes.  Were  they  both  in  plain  view  of 
each  other  on  the  inside — were  they  not  within  a  few  feet  of  each  other  f — A.  Well,  sir, 
I  suppose  they  were  6  or  8  feet  of  each  other;  they  were  in  plain  view  of  each  other. 
I  was  not  at  any  other  precinct  that  day. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  lar^^e  per  cent  of  negroes  present  registered  that  did  not  votef — 
A.  I  could  not  say  positively,  as  I  do  not  know. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  West,  for  contestant : 

I  saw  tickets  of  6  or  7  that  voted  for  Mr.  Black  that  I  thought  under  age;  I  could 
not  say  positively  how  they  voted,  but  they  were  carried  up  there  by  heelers  of  the 
Democratic  party.  The  Populists  were  there,  but  not  to  do  anything  of  that  kind. 
Both  sides  were  drinking  some,  and  some  of  them  were  noisy  and  making  threats, 
and  I  advised  them  to  nave  no  trouble.    Both  parties  were  quarreling  about  the 
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maoaKement  of  the  election.    The  claim  of  the  Popaliats  was  that  they  were  not 
carrying  the  election  on  fair  and  the  Democrats  said  that  they  were. 

E.  J.  Dunn. 

Sworn  to  and  sabscrihed  before  me  this  20th  day  December,  1895. 

[siEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

At  the  conclnsion  of  the  examination  of  this  witness  a  recess  was  taken  until 
December  18,  1895,  at  10  a.  m. 

State  of  Geohqia,  BiehmoHd  County: 

At  the  Court-Housk,  December  28, 1896. 

Taking  of  testimony  began  at  9.30. 

Appears  for  contestant,  John  T,  West,  esq. ;  appears  for  contestee,  Boykin  Wright, 

Rer.  W.  B.  STRADLEY,  sworn  for  contestant. 

William  Bascom  Stradley  is  my  fall  name. 

Q.  Doctor,  where  do  yon  live? — A.  I  live  at  740  Green  street  in  thi^city,  Richmond 
County,  Ga.  1  have  been  living  here  for  the  past  two  years.  I  am  a  minister  of  the 
ffospel.  I  have  charge  of  the  St.  John's  Cbnrch  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South.  I  remember  the  special  election  held  here  for  Congressman,  but  do  not  remem« 
ber  the  exact  date.  I  visited  the  votin^r  places  incidenti&Ily.  Was  not  there  in  any 
official  capacity.  I  visited  the  precinct  back  of  the  Planters'  Hotel  in  the  morning. 
I  don*t  know  how  they  designate  this  or  the  other  precincts.  And  I  was  at  the  court- 
house in  the  afternoon.  [It  was  here  told  the  witness  that  the  precinct  behind  the 
Planters'  Hotel  is  the  Third  Ward,  and  that  the  court-house  is  the  Second  Ward]. 
I  also  drove  by  several  others  early  in  the  morning  with  flie  mayor,  Mr.  Young,  in  a 
bagj^,  but  did  not  stop  except  to  see  that  everything  was  quiet.  I  should  say  that  I 
weutto  the  Third  Ward  about  11  o'clock  and  came  away  at  about  12.  I  did  not  look 
it  my  watch ;  it  may  have  been  a  little  later.  Dinner  is  served  at  2  o'clock  at  my 
residence  and  I  arrived  there  in  time  for  it. 


Q.  Doctor,  did  you  see 

(Mr.  Wright,  counsel  for  the  contestee,  here  interposed,  and  suggested  that  the 
witncM,  as  a  gentleman  of  culture  and  intelligence,  conld  give  his  testimony  with- 
out being  questioned.  The  witness  said  he  really  preferred  to  be  questioned,  but  did 
not  want  to  seem  to  be  led  in  his  answers. ) 

Q.  Did  you  see  anyone  at  that  election  vote  more  than  oncef — ^A.  I  did,  to  the 
be»t  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Q.  How  many,  if  more  than  one  f — A.  I  felt  sure  of  seeing  six  repeat.  I  saw  a  large 
fiomber  going  to  and  from  the  polls,  but  I  thought  I  saw  six  men  that  repeated. 

Q.  Mr.  Stradley,  state  if  those  men  voted  in  a  body,  or  each  one  individually,  or 
did  they  come  with  others  f — ^A.  There  was  a  white  man  who  bad  charge  of  the  squad ; 
he  wasunknown  to  me. 

Q.  Doctor.  I  will  ask  you  as  to  the  nutnber  in  the  squad f — A.  It  varied;  I  did  not 
fount  them  every  time.  I  am  careful  to  speak  and  think  oiiij  of  those  that  I  could 
identify  by  some  peculiarity  in  dress  or  person.  They  were  in  the  same  squad  every 
time.  Th«re  were  others  in  this  squad.  I  could  only  approximate  the  number  in  the 
sQaad.  There  was  an  inclosnre  by  the  side  of  the  house,  with  a  gate  on  the  east 
side  of  the  engine  hose,  to  and  from  which  they  came.  There  was  from  a  dozen  to 
fifteen  in  the  squad. 

Q.  Please  describe  to  me  the  method  and  how  they  voted. — A.  I  got  out  of  Mayor 
Yoang's  buggy  and  motioned  Mr.  Dunbar  to  me,  who  was  back  of  the  hotel, 
across  the  street  from  the  engine  house.  He  asked  me  to  stand  with  him  awhile. 
PrsMDtly  a  number  of  men  came  out  of  the  inclosure  referred  to.  Thev  were  colored 
Ben,  led  by  a  young  white  man.  Mr.  Dunbar  tind  I  walked  about  40  feet  in  a  west- 
erly direction,  where  we  could  have  a  view  of  the  window  at  which  the  colored  men 
▼oted.  I  noticed  this  company  of  men  vote.  After  they  had  voted  they  returned  in 
sbody  to  this  inclosure.  Alter  a  few  minutes,  I  could  not  say  how  long,  they  came 
est  aieain.  I  thought  I  noticed — I  thought  I  could  recognize  some  of  the  same  men 
vho  voted  tiefore,  and  I  began  to  mark  them  by  certain  peculiarities  of  dress,  form, 
or  feature.  After  they  had  voted  they  returned  to  the  inclosure  the  second  time.  1 
do  not  swear— I  do  not  wish  to  swear  that  every  one  of  this  company  voted  every 
time.  It  was  my  impression  that  they  did.  This  was  repeated  five  times  while  I 
ransmed  there.    That  is  all  about  that  precinct. 

Q.  Yon  said.  Doctor,  that  you  saw  some  of  them  go  up  and  vote;  you  were  not 
^viUing  to  swear  that  all  were  voting,  but  did  you  see  some  of  them  votef — A.  I  was 
at  least  50  feet  from  the  window,  looking  through  between  the  window  and  the 
▼etera,  in  line  with  the  end  of  the  nouse  in  which  the  window  was  situated.    I  saw 
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the  compaDy  stop  in  front  of  tbe  window  and  the  ballots  passed  in.     I  coaldnot  say 
that  every  man  in  the  company  passed  in  a  ballot. 

Q.  From  seeing  the  n amber  of  men  that  w^as  in  that  crowd  and  the  Dumber  of 
the  ballots  passed  in,  what  wonld  yon  say  was  your  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
crowd  voted  f — A.  I  think  most  of  them  voted. 

Q.  Did  the  white  man  accompany  them  to  the  inolosuref — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  tbe  same  white  man  accompany  tbem  every  time,  or  different  ones?— A.  My 
best  impression  was  that  tbe  same  white  man  accompanied  them  and  had  charge  of 
them  all  the  time  that  I  was  there. 

Q.  When  they  went  back  into  tbis  inclosure  would  this  white  man  accompany 
them  into  the  inclosure  or  stay  outside? — A.  I  could  not  say  whether  he  went  in 
every  time  or  whether  he  sometimes  left  them  at  the  gate. 

Q.  Was  tbe  gate  open  or  closed? — A.  Open  when  they  went  in  and  closed  after 
them,  and  kept  closed  except  when  passing  in  or  out. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  anyone  haii  charge  of  this  gate? — A.  Do  not;  my  atten- 
tioTi  was  occupied  with  the  voters. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  wbat  that  inclosure  was? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  became  of  that  squad,  the  last  you  saw  of  them  ? — A.  They  had  passed 
into  tbe  gate  when  I  went  home. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Dunbttr  go  away  with  you? — A.  I  think  I  left  Rev.  William  Dnnbar 
there  when  I  went  home. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  badge  or  other  evidence  as  to  what  party  this  white  man 
you  speak  of  belonged  to? — A.  I  saw  ribbons  pinned  on  men's  coats.  I  think  they 
were  red  ribbons^  but  I  could  not  say  positively  as  to  the  color.  I  did  not  read  one 
of  them.  It  was  the  only  time  that  day  that  I  wus  standing  at  the  polls  with  Rev. 
William  Dunbar. 

Q.  Now,  Doctor,  you  said  that  later  in  the  day  you  came  to  the  court-house  pre- 
cinct; at  what  time  was  this? — A.  It  was  half  past  3  or  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  What  did  yon  see  bete,  Doctor? — A.  1  saw  money  pass  twenty-fonr  times  from 
the  hands  of  the  young  William  D'Antignao,  as  I  was  told.  I  don't  know  the  gen- 
tleman personally.  The  money  passed  to  the  hands  of  negro  men  just  as  they  were 
voting. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  yon  how  the  voters  were  standing,  where  and  how  Mr.  D'An- 
tignac  was  standing,  and  how  the  money  was  passed? — A.  I  stood  on  the  cement  curb- 
ing, 10  feet  from  the  colored  window  that  the  colored  people  voted  at.  vt  r.  D'An- 
tignac,  with  a  slip  in  his  left  hand,  would  bring  up  a  company  of  from  three  to  six 
cmored  men,  approximately — may  have  been  more  than  six  at  times,  don't  think  less 
than  three  at  any  time.  He  would  call  olf  a  name,  the  men  would  hand  in  tickets, 
and  Mr.  D'Antignao  with  his  right  hand  would  drop  a  coin  in  the  left  hand  of  the 
negro  and  he  would  go  away.  I  frequently  saw  the  coin  as  it  passed  from  one  hand 
to  the  other.  I  do  not  know  the  size  of  the  coin.  It  was  silver.  My  impression  was 
that  it  was  ten  cents. 

Q.  Was  that  in  tbe  view  of  the  manager  who  had  charge  of  the  window? — A.  I 
could  not  say  that  he  saw  it.  I  could  see  the  manager  on  the  other  side  of  the  voter. 
I  think  he  could  have  seen ;  I  don't  see  how  he  could  have  helped  seeing  it. 

Q.  Kow,  as  I  understood  you,  Mr.  D'Antignao  called  the  names,  and  the  voters 
would  hand  in  the  tickets? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  did,  as  I  could  hear.  1  heard 
Mr.  D'Antignao  call  out  all  of  tne  names.  The  voters  did  not  call  out  the  names 
loud  enough  for  me  to  hear  it.  Voter  was  closer  to  the  manager  than  to  me  and  he 
was  better  able  to  hear.  They  were  in  arm's  length  of  the  manager,  for  they  handed 
him  tbe  tickets.     I  was  8  or  10  feet  from  where  they  stood. 

Q.  You  heard  Mr.  D'Antignao  call  the  names  audibly;  did  he  call  in  a  loud  or 
ordinary  tone  of  voice? — A.  He  spoke  so  that  I  could  hear,  not  in  a  loud  tone.  I 
could  not  distinguish  the  names  as  they  were  called.  I  did  not  vote.  I  do  not 
belong  to  any  political  party.  I  am  a  Democrat,  if  anything.  I  am  an  independent, 
properly,  I  think.  I  never  have  voted  any  but  a  Democratic  ticket  to  this  day.  I 
stayed  at  the  court-house  about  an  hour,  or  possibly  more,  I  think.  There  were  other 
negroes  voting  there  at  the  time.  I  saw  numbers  of  negroes  voting  who  were  not 
accompanied  by  anyone  at  all.  I  could  not  say  they  were  not  different  men  that  ^fr. 
D'Antignac  passed  money  to. 

W.  B.  Stradlky. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  3d  day  of  December,  1895. 

[8SAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

SILAS  C.  READ,  sworn  for  contestant: 

I  reside  in  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga.  And  have  lived  here  all  my  life  pretty 
much.  Now  live  on  Liberty  street.  I  lived  off  from  here  one  year  only.  I  was  at 
the  polls  on  the  day  of  the  election  for  Congressman,  October  2.    I  was  at  the  Fifbh 
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ud  Foarth  wards  part  of  the  time.    I  weut  to  the  Fifth  Ward  first,  and  theu  went 
to  th«  Foarth  Ward  and  stayed  awhile. 
Q.  Mr.  Read,  state  what  polls  you  visited  first. — A.  The  Fifth  Word. 
Q.  Who  were  the  managers f — A.  Let  me  see;  they  were  Judge  Leon,  Mr.  Hall 
Lowery,  and  Captain  Bryson. 

Q  To  what  party  do  they  helongf — A.  I  do  not  know  what  political  party  they 
belong  to.    Never  seen  any  of  them  vote  or  heard  them  express  themselves. 

Q.  What  did  yon  see  that  indicated  anything  wrong  around  the  election,  and  the 
method  of  its  conduction? — A.  Well,  when  I  ^ot  theru,  I  suppose  that  it  was  about 
8.30 or  9  o'clock;  don't  know  what  time  exactly.  I  did  not  intend  to  go  there,  but 
went  with  some  of  our  party  who  I  knew  to  be  People's  Party  men  who  were  stand- 
ing aud  sitting  otl'  some  distance  from  the  pulls.  I  asked  them  what  was  the  matter, 
what  was  the  trouble.  They  said,  "  Don't  you  see  that  the  thing  is  as  dirty  as  ever; 
look  at  the  crowds  that  are  being  carried  to  the  polls,  aud  from  behind  that  barracks. 
Yon  have,  haven't  yon  f  " 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  this  testimony  as  being  hearsay,  and  totally  illegal, 
and  protests  against  it  being  given  as  so-called  testimony.) 

Telling  it  because  that's  how  my  attention  was  called  to  it.    They  said,  **  We 
hiTB  become  disgusted  and  quit."    I  Just  saw  darkies  being  brought  irom  behind  the 
houM,  the  barracks;  and  I.  thinking  that  I  had  as  much  right  behind  the  barracks 
18  they,  walked  arouml  there — meaning  behind  the  barracks.    When  I  weut  around 
there,*!  saw  Messrs.  Hill  Lougee,  Bolen  Hardeman,  and  a  gentleman  that  I  did  not 
know— I  have  no  right  to  say  who  I  thought  he  was — talking  to  negroes  privately. 
I  walked  around  among  them,  back  and  forth,  saying  nothing,  and  being  as  much  of 
s  citizen  as  they.    I  noticed,  though,  that  tbey  looked  prettj'  sharp  and  straight  at 
me,  and  I  recollect  the  three  of  them  got  together.    1  then,  in  walking,  walked 
toward  the  entrance  that  led  into  this  place — it  was  a  space,  there  was  no  gate  or 
nothiog— I  win  state  that  there  is  no  fence  aronnd  the  barracks.    When  I  walked  out 
to  thai  space,  I  met  policeman  Chambers,  of  the  Augusta  police  force,  who  I  know 
penonally.     He  told  me  that  I  must  stay  out  of  there.    I  said,  '*  Why  sof  haven't  I 
got  as  much  right  there  as  anybody  f  "    His  answer  was,  *'  My  orders  are  to  keep  you 
oat  of  there."    At  the  same  time  he  called  others  of  our  men  to  come  out.     I,  thinking 
that  we  had  as  much  right  there  as  anybody,  called  for  Sergeant  Sharon — I  think  he  is 
MTgeant — and  they  tola  me  that  he  had  gone  into  the  polling  place.    I  called  for  him, 
bnt  he  didn't  come  out.    I  saw  him  through  a  window,  blinds  open,  sash  down,  and 
beckoned  to  him.    He  came  to  another  window  farther  back,  sash  up  and  blinds 
open.    I  asked  him  why  it  was  I  was  to  be  kept  Arom  behind  the  barracks  when 
other  parties  were  going  around.    His  answer  was,  **  You  stay  out."    I  said,  **  Ser- 
f^eaot,  how's  thatf  hasn't  my  party,  the  People's  Party,  as  much  right  behind  there 
at  anybody  else!  "    He  replied,  '*  You  stay  out,  I  tell  ^ou,''  very  sharply,  and  slammed 
the  blinds  to.    Then  I  walked  back  toward  the  window  at  the  polling  place,  and 
asked  permission  of  the  officer  in  charge  couldn't  1  go  behind  the  boards  to  repre- 
sent the  People's  Party,  my  party,  as  there  was  already  a  Democrat  behind  there. 
He  at  first  reiused  me  permission,  and  then  said  that  as  the  other  side  was  represented 
that  he  guessed  he  would  have  to  let  me  go  behind  there.     I  went  behind  tne  boards 
and  took  my  station  at  the  window.    While  I  was  there  they  kept  bringing  in 
negro^'S  and  Voting  them.    I  mean  Bolen  Hardeman,  Bill  Lougee,  and  some  others 
that  I  did  not  know,  black  and  white.    They  brought  one  man,  to  my  special  knowl- 
Mffe,  to  vote,  and  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Lowery  that  his  name  was  not  on  the  list.    I 
Innked  at  him  well,  took  a  survey  of  him  from  head  to  foot,  and  he  left.     In  a  very 
fev  minutes  the  same  man  returned  and  gave  a  different  name  to  the  first  that  he 
had  given  and  I  objected  to  his  votinur,  challeoged  him;  he  was  sworn  and  voted. 
Another  negro  came  to  the  polls  and  gave  his  name  very  distinctly  as  Joe  Williams. 
He  was  told  by  Mr.  Lowery  that  the  name  was  not  on  the  list.     He  stepped  back  to 
one  Mde  a  little,  toward  the  entrance,  came  back  to  the  window  and  said,  '*You  say 
my  name  is  not  there ;  you  misunderstood  me ;  I  said  Joe  Edwards."    Mr.  Lowery  said, 
*' 103  didn't  say  any  such  thing;  you  said  Joe  Williams."    I  said, ''  Certainly  he  did, 
Mr.  Lowery,"  meaning  Williams,  and  others  besides  myself  heard  him  say  it.    Some- 
hody  said  *' Swear  him;''  Judge  Leon  stepped  forward  and  began  to  administer  the 
oath.    I  said,  "Judge,  you  are  certainly  not  going  to  swear  that  man  and  allow  him  to 
vot«  when  you  know  it's  a  clear  case  of  fraud."    I  said,  *'Judge,  do  you  think  you  could 
Qiake  a  mistake  and  give  a  different  name  from  your  own  f  '*    His  answer  was,  <*  No." 
And  I  said,  "  Neither  will  this  man.    He  seems  to  be  a  man  of  some  intelligence,  and 
Uertainly  most  earnestly  protest  against  your  voting  him."    He  was  voted;  I  saw 
the  ticket  put  in  the  box  myself.    Another  negro  was  brought  in — don't  know  that  it 
v«  ja«t  then — who  I  knew  to  be  William  Benton.    He  lives  in  the  Third  Ward ; 
think  it  is  the  Third  Ward;  lives  out  at  Brown's  store,  who  bad  worked  for  me;  his 
naoie  was  on  my  pay  roll,  and  I  knew  him  to  be  William  Benton.    I  said  to  him, 
"  Bill,  what  are  you  doing  heref  you  know  that  is  not  your  name."    I  don't  know  the 
uoe  he  voted ;  it  was  not  William  Benton.    He  never  looked  up  at  all.  and  paid  no 
ftttoition  to  me.    I  challenged  his  vote,  and  he  was  sworn  and  ne  voted. 
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Q.  What  else  did  you  see  there  ae  to  the  management  of  the  election  f — A.  The 
chief  was  behind  the  boards ;  Chief  Hood  of  the  Augusta  police  force.  I  asked 
if  I  might  ask  him  a  question,  and  he  said  yes.  I  then  stated  what  had  transpired 
between  Serjeant  Sheron  and  a  policeman  and  myself,  and  told  him  that  I  had  ))een 
refused  admission  behind  there.  Ue  asked  me  what  I  was  doing  there.  I  told  him  1 
was  just  around  there;  saw  other  people  go,  and  thought  I  had  as  much  right  as 
they.  He  asked  me  if  I  was  prying  into  their  business  and  I  told  him  no,  not  par- 
ticularly ;  just  wanted  to  see  what  was  going  on.  He  said,  ^^Then  yon  had  no  right 
there.''  1  said,  ''Then,  Chief,  can't  I,  as  a  People's  Party  man,  take  anyone  we 
pleased  behind  there  and  hold  private  conversations.*'    He  said,  ''Yes,  go  ahead.*' 

I  was  behind  the  boards  at  the  time,  the  screen  in  front  of  the  negro  box,  I  mean, 
and,  while  standing  around,  I  noticed  a  car  stop  on  the  Harrisburg  line,  in  front  of 
the  barracks,  coming  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  city.  The  ward  limits  do  not 
extend  more  than  a  hundred  yards  east  of  the  barracks,  and  not  a  single  negro  lives 
between  the  barrackn  and  the  eastern  limits  of  the  ward  on  that  street.  Broad  street. 
When  the  car  stopped,  fifteen  or  twenty  negroes  got  oft*  the  car,  headed  by  William 
D'Antignac.  and  stopped  just  in  front  of  the  barracks.  Mr.  D'Antignac  went  <iver 
to  the  rear  of  the  barracks  and  soon  returned  and  carried  the  whole  crowd  back  of 
the  barracks.  He  went  back  there  at  first  by  himself.  I  didn't  go  around  there  at 
the  time  to  see  what  was  going  on,  because  it  was  just  after  I  was  ordered  out,  to 
stay  away  from  behind  the  barracks.  One  negro  voted,  I  do  not  remember  the  name; 
he  came  up  to  vote,  and  I  being  told  that  that  was  not  his  name,  challenged  his 
vote.  And  I  called  a  policeman  to  know  if  he  could  not  be  arrested,  if  he  woiild  not 
arrest  him.  He  said  ne  had  no  authority  to  go  take  out  a  warrant  and  have  him 
arrested.  I  called  one  of  our  men  and  sent  him  for  a  warrant.  When  he  got  back, 
the  negro  was  ^oue  and  could  not  beibund  anywhere,  as  usual.  I  was  told  by  Mr. 
Lowery  later  on — 

(Council  for  contestee  objected  to  the  character  of  the  witness's  testimony,  in 
attempting  at  all  times  to  give  what  people  said  to  him,  after  being  told  that  it  is 
hearsay.) 

This  was  an  order  as  manager  that  he  gave.  I  was  told  by  him  that  I  had  l»een 
allowed  to  chellenge,  but  would  be  allowed  to  challenge  no  more ;  that  Mr.  Sullivan 
had  been  there  and  said  that  all  challenging  had  been  did  doWn  before  the  regis- 
trar commissioners,  and  said,  "If  yon  dou't  believe  me,  ask  Mr.  Sullivan."  I  told  him 
I  wanted  no  words  with  Mr.  Sullivan ;  I  wanted  nothing  to  do  with  him ;  that  I 
believed  what  he  said.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  chairman  of  the  registrars.  Another  negro 
came  up  and  I  said  to  Judge  Leon,  "Judge,  if  yon  will  not  allow  me  to  challenge, 
I  would  like  to  protest  against  this  man  voting."  That  ended  it;  he  voted  all  the 
same.  Judge  Leon  made  no  reply ;  I  suppose  they  put  the  ballot  in  the  box.  They 
did  not  swear  him,  just  put  the  ballot  in  the  box*.  That's  all  that  I  remember  just 
now  that  happened  up  there. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Lowery  having  a  registration  list.  Was  he  one  of  the  man- 
agers?— A.  He  was  one  of  the  managers  and  deposited  the  tickets  in  the  colored  box. 

Q.  The  negroes  coming  up  and  giving  one  name  and  another,  could  Mr.  Lowery 
and  the  other  managers  see  tnem  as  they  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  not  over  four 
feet  between  the  two  boxes.    They  were  close  together. 

Q.  Do  you  know  for  whom  these  negroes  voted  that  you  name? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
saw  the  ticket  they  voted.     They  voted  for  Mr.  Black. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  D'Antignac  coming  with  negroes  to  the  ward ;  do  you  know 
to  what  political  party  he  belongs,  or  what  party  he  was  supporting? — A.  Yes.  sir; 
for  Mr.  Black. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  them  going  in  the  house  or  back  behind  the  barracks.  Did  you 
see  them  any  more?— A.  Saw  Mr.  D'Antignac  come  from  behind  there  several  times 
and  go  to  the  voting  window.  Didn't  see  some  of  the  negroes  come  back;  didn't 
know  what  became  of  them.  Some  of  the  negroes  I  did  not  know.  Noticed  too, 
that  after  voting  they  would  go  back  behind  the  house.  In  every  case  they  were 
accompanied  by  either  Mr.  Lougee,  Bolen  Hardeman,  or  some  unknown  negro  who 
was  making  himself  conspicuous  in  working  for  the  other  side. 

Q.  Who  were  Mr.  Lougee  and  Hardeman  working  for? — A.  Mr.  Black. 

Q.  Speaking  of  Chief  lioed  giving  you  permission  to  go  back  behind  the  barracks, 
did  you  go? — A.  I  turned  to  the  People's  Party  boys  and  said,  "Come  on  boys,  we 
can  go  around  there  too,  now,"  but  I  stayed  and  went  back  and  stationed  myself 
behind  the  screen  where  the  negroes  were  voting  at  the  window. 

Q.  Did  you  not  go  behind  the  house? — A.  I  did  not;  think  I  went  there  after  the 
polls  closed. 

Q.  Who  was  Mr.  Sullivan? — A.  He  just  said  Mr.  Sullivan,  but  I  knew  he  meant 
the  chairman  of  the  board  of  registrars.  He  is  a  Democrat.  At  least  he  is  not  a 
People's  Party  man.  He  might  be  a  Republican.  He  supported  Mr.  Black,  or  the 
Democratic  ticket,  in  every  case.    Never  lias  voted  for  the  Populists. 

Q.  Mr.  Read,  is  that  all  about  that  poll? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 
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Q.  Where  did  yoa  gof— A.  I  went  down  to  the  Fourth  Ward.  Went  down  there 
ind  went  up  to  the  entrance ;  the  voting  was  at  the  engine  honse.  When  I  u  ot  there» 
I  foond  that  the  whole  bnilding  was  confronted  with  a  board  screen,  about  from  S 
to  10  feet  high,  with  alleyways  leading  np  to  the  polling  place.  I  went  up  to  vote; 
went  in  the  white  box  in  the  center  of  thv  building  at  the  big  doors.  1  went  up  to* 
tbe  table  and  tried  to  find  a  Watson  ticket.  I  could  not  find  any  and  went  back  out 
to  get  a  ticket  and  told  one  of  the  People's  Party  boys  to  give  me  some  tickets  to  lay 
on  the  table.    He  gave  me  the  tickets  and  I  went  and  placed  them  on  tlie  table. 

Q.  What  happened  when  you  placed  them  on  the  tablet — A.  After  putting  them 
on  the  table  I  voted  and  I  went  back  out  and  asked  some  of  tbe  People's  Party  men 
if  tbe  Populists  had  any  representative  there.  I  knew  we  had  not,  because  1  saw 
Dooe;  I  looked  around  to  see  if  we  had  when  I  was  there.  I  then  went  back  in  thia 
•sine  place — ^polling  place — and  called  for  Judge  Neibling.  He  was  down  at  the  col- 
om\  box,  just  about  10  feet  from  where  1  stood;  1  asked  if  we  might  have  a  repre- 
sentative there,  meaning  the  People's  Party,  at  the  counting  of  the  ballots.  Mr. 
Mike  Davem.  who  was  inside,  answere<l  by  saying,  **  I  sny  no,  unless  they  bad  been 
here  at  the  morning."  I  insisted  on  the  People's  Party,  Mr.  Watson's  side.  Laving  a 
representative  and  appealed  directly  to  Judge  Neiblin;;.  He  said,  **  Well,  I  will  see 
when  the  polls  close."  I  said,  ^'All  right,  sir;  I  will  send  a  man  here  to  apply  to 
you  for  admission  to  the  precinct  to  represent  the  People's  Party.''  I  then  went  back 
out.  Before  I  got  to  see  Mr.  Neibling  though,  I  went  to  the  colored  entrance  where 
they  carried  the  negroes  in  and  asked  Mr.  Tom  Seely,  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
entrance,  if  I  might  see  Mr.  Neibling.  He  said,  ''Yes,  sir;  walk  in."  I  could  see 
the  window  fk'om  where  I  was  when  f  asked  permission ;  could  not  see  voting  at  the 
window.  I  went  back  to  the  comer  of  the  screen,  inside  comer,  and  found  that  the 
ptilliog  was  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  negroes  and  I  saw  that  I  could  not  get  to 
tet-  him  then  and  I  went  back  out  again  and  waited  at  the  comer  at  the  entrance. 
I  waited  abont  a  half  an  hour.  I  did  not  see  in  that  time  more  than  5  or  6  negroes 
enter  this  alleyway  where  they  had  to  go  in.  I  called  to  this  same  young  man,  Seely, 
^bom  I  knew  him  to  be,  I  knew  him  by  that  name,  to  see  if  I  could  get  in  there  yet. 
He  «hook  bis  head ;  he  was  then  standing  where  he  could  see  the  crowd  around  the 
box.  I  waited  for  some  minutes  longer,  and  he  had  walked  out  the  entrance  of  the 
opening  and  I  said  to  him,  ''Can  I  see  him  yetf"  and  he  said,  "I  reckon  yon  can; 
go  and  see  or  try,''  somehow  that  way.  I  went  back  in  there  and  found  a  crowd 
itill  around  the  window.  I  went  back  and  went  around  to  the  door.  That's  when  I 
asked  Judge  Neibling  the  question.  I  had  to  call  him  up,  as  he  was  away  round  in 
the  coraer^y  the  colored  box.  He  was  at  tbe  colored  box  and  I  wan  at  the  white. 
I  noticed  al^er  I  got  out,  began  to  look  at  the  screens  that  they  had  in  front  of  the 
bnilding,  or  in  front  of  the  polls,  and  saw  that  it  covered  more  space  in  length  and 
height  than  I  knew  to  be  necessary  to  protect  a  man  in  voting,  and  that  it  did  not 
only  obscure  the  voting  place  from  view,  but  also  a  gate  that  led  in  the  engine  houso 
jard.  While  I  waited  around  I  noticed  a  crowd  of  negroes,  just  a  few  minutes  after, 
tomiog  oat  iWim  the  exit  of  this  entrance,  that  I  thouglit  to  be  abont  40  or  50  negroes^ 
led  by  some  white  man ;  would  not  say  just  now,  positively,  who  he  was  that  was  in 
the  lead;  it  was  a  man  I  knew  to  be  a  Democrat.  I  knew  at  that  time  who  he  was, 
bat  do  not  remember  now.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Frank  Koulette,  chief  of  the 
fire  department.  They  went  ont  to  the  street  railroad  as  if  to  take  a  car,  and  I, 
thinking  they  were  going  to  Harrisbur^,  left  the  polls  and  went  up  to  the  Fifth  Ward 
polling  place.  Thev  didn't  come  np ;  if  they  did  1  did  not  see  them.  Not  on  the  car. 
I  think  that's  all. 

Q.  (low  many  boxes  were  at  the  Fourth  Ward  polls f — A.  Three,  sir. 

<i.  How  were  they  arranged?— A.  The  negro  box  was  to  the  right.  The  boxes 
vers  abont  12  feet  apart,  one  at  the  front  window,  to  the  left,  facing  the  engine 
hoose,  one  in  the  center,  at  the  doable  doors,  and  one  at  the  right,  at  a  single  door. 

Q.  Yon  said  they  were  12 feet;  did  yon  mean  that  they  were  that  distance  apart f — 
A.  The  center  box  w^as  at  the  doable  doors,  and  abont  12  feet  to  the  right  of  that  waa 
one  box,  and  12  feet  to  the  left  was  another.  I  measured  it  with  my  eye,  but  I  am 
wuwwhat  of  a  mechanic  and  am  good  at  measurements  with  the  eye. 

^.  Did  yon  see  the  boxes  at  each  sidef — A.  1  looked  around  to  see  if  the  People's 
Puty  bad  a  representative,  and  conld  not  help  seeing  the  boxes  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

Q.  With  only  three  managers  in  charge  of  the  polls,  and  the  boxes  located  at  the 
Stances  yon  described,  could  each  manager  superintend  the  voting  individually  at 
caeh  box?  Conld  he  manage  and  see  each  of  the  boxes? — A.  No,  sir;  he  conld  not; 
it  vas  a  matter  of  impossibility. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  managers? — A.  Well,  no,  sir;  I  will  not  undertake  to  say;  I 
iiw  Judge  Neibling  there. 

Q.  Wluit  is  his  politics? — A.  He  votes  the  Democratic  ticket — that  much  I  know. 
I  ttw  Mr.  Davem  in  the  polling  place. 

^.  Was  he  a  manager? — ^A.  I  tnink  he  was  a  clerk;  I  am  not  positive.    When  he 
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spoke  against  my  request  for  a  representative,  the  other  gentlemeD  said,  **  Why  not 
let  them  have  a  manager;  why  do  you  want  to  object.''  I  did  not  hear  Mr.  Daverns 
reply. 

Q.  Yoa  spoke  of  those  negroes  being  around  in  the  approach  to  the  boxes,  and 
that  you  stood  around  a  half  an  hour  waiting  to  be  able  to  get  in.  About  how  many 
negroes  were  in  there  when  yon  first  went  in  there,  and  how  many  when  you  came 
back  f — A.  I  thought  at  the  time  that  there  were  about  15  or  20  each  time.  They 
were  traveling  about  in  that  little  space,  and  I  supposed  that  it  would  hold  aboat 
that  many. 

Q.  What  were  they  doing  in  there f — A.  I  didn't  stop  there  to  see.  I  saw  I  coold 
not  get  in,  and  I  went  out. 

Q.  If  they  were  there  for  the  purpose  of  voting,  and  were  voting,  would  it  hare 
taken,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  time  in  votiug,  the  time  they  were  standing  is 
there f — A.  Well,  no,  sir;  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  What  length  of  time  does  it  take  a  man,  ordinarily,  to  cast  his  ballot? — ^A.  Well, 
sir,  I  don't  think  it  takes  over  two  or  three  minutes,  unless  he  is  challenged  and 
sworn ;  and  if  he  is  sworn,  it  is  all  done  inside  of  eight  minutes,  is  my  experience. 

Q.  You  spoke  about  having  put  Watson  tickets  on  the  table.  Did  you  go  back  in 
there  after  coming  back  out  of  there  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  all  you  know  concerning  this  election  and  the  way  it  was  conducted  f— 
A.  I  think  that's  about  all. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Wright,  for  contestee : 

Q.  What  time  was  it  when  you  went  to  the  Fourth  Ward  polls f — A.  I  think  it  was 
somewhere  about  I  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  any  other  polling  place  that  day  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  when  you  got  back  to  the  riffeh  Ward? — A.  I  don*t  know; 
guess  it  was  about  2  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  walk  or  ride  to  and  from  the  Fifth  Wardf — ^A.  I  rode  down  on  the  car 
and  walked  back. 

Q.  What  is  the  distance  between  the  two  wards? — A.  Suppose  it  is  one-fourth  of 
a  mile,  or  such  matter;  it  may  be  more. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  you  were  gone  an  hour  from  the  Fifth  Ward? — A.  Might  have 
been  a  little  more  or  little  less. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  walk  from  the  Foarth  Ward  to  the  Fifth?— A.  I 
think  that  it  took  me,  that  day,  about  five  minutes.  I  do  not  know  exactly ;  I  never 
•consulted  a  timepiece. 

Q.  How  long  a  conversation  did  you  have  with  Mr.  Neibling? — A.  Well,  I  gueaa 
it  was  two  or  three  minutes. 

Q.  How  long  with  Mr.  Davem? — A.  Had  nothing  to  say  at  all  to  him. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  the  polls  when  you  cast  your  ballot? — ^A.  I  did  not 
stay  there  at  at  all ;  would  not  let  me  stay ;  cast  my  ballot  and  walked  out. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  when  you  went  and  looked  around  to  see  if  you  had  any 
representation  at  the  boxes,  and  took  a  survey  of  the  exact  number  of  feet  between 
the  boxes?— A.  Two  or  three  minutes.  It  don't  take  me  always  to  judge  distances 
with  my  eyes. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  take  you  with  that  People's  Party  man  that  told  you  that  tbey 
would  not  let  tickets  remain  on  the  table — the  Watson  ticketn? — A.  I  think  from 
three  to  five  minutes;  hardly  over  three  minutes. 

Q.  Well,  when  yon  came  out  and  walked  around  and  surveyed  the  screens  in  front 
of  the  house,  and  noted  how  much  was  covered  and  the  gate  it  concealed,  how  much 
time  did  it  take? — A.  It  might  have  consumed  five  minutes  when  taking  the  dimen- 
sions with  my  eye.     It  was  while  I  was  waiting  for  the  negroes  to  get  out  of  the  way. 

Q.  That  was  the  time  that  you  said  that  you  made  the  survey  ?  1  have  your  exact 
time  that  you  said  you  made  the  survey. — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was. 

Q.  You  said  after  you  went  out  and  sa«v  the  negroes,  that  you  went  to  the  outside 
And  began  taking  a  look  at  the  screen,  and  to  survey,  and  saw  that  it  covered  more 
space  and  was  higher  than  necessary  to  protect  a  man  in  voting.  Now,  which  is 
correct?  Was  it  after  you  had  the  talk  with  Neibling,  or  was  it  at  the  time  you  now 
aay  that  it  was,  when  you  were  waiting  for  the  colored  men  to  get  away? — ^A.  I  did 
not  take  any  special  time  to  survey ;  made  several  surveys  at  difi'erent  times. 

Q.  Was  there  any  obstruction  or  difficulty  in  any  Populist  voting  at  the  Fourth 
Ward  while  you  were  there? — A.  No,  sir;  I'saw  no  demonstration  of  any  difficulty 
whatever  while  I  was  there.  Only  at  the  colored  box  I  saw  that  one  could  not  ^t 
to  them  except  for  the  crowd  that  was  around  the  box.  That  was  the  only  objection 
with  the  poll.    The  crowd  around  this  box  was  the  only  obstruction  that  I  saw. 

Q.  I  will  a8k  you  this,  Mr.  Read,  is  it  not  the  custom,  and  has  it  not  been  for  years, 
to  have  approaches  made  to  protect  the  voters  to  and  from  the  polls,  in  Augusta,  as  long 
4M  you  have  been  knowing  it? — ^A.  Not  always;  no,  sir;  in  the  last  few  years  they 
iiave  been  using  board  protections,  but  I  never  knew  them  to  be  over  4  or  5  feet  high, 
which  a  man  can  readily  see  over,  until  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
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Q.  Were  not  colored  Popnlist  voters  allowed  to  vote  with  the  same  degree  of  free- 
dom M  colored  yoters  as  far  as  you  saw? — A.  I  didn't  see  any  Populist  negroes  offer 
to  vote  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  see  what  tickets  the  colored  men  you  saw  crowded  around  the 
polls  at  the  Fourth  Ward  voted,  did  you  f— A.  I  did  not  see  their  tickets.    No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  when  you  saw  Bolen  Hardiman,  Longee,  and  the  others  talk- 
ing to  the  negroes  privately,  that  you  went  among  themf — A.  I  walked  around 
them. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  that  was  very  exasperating  to  have  you  prying  into  their 
private  conversations  when  they  were  engaged,  as  you  know,  in  working  for  their 
candidate  f — A.  I  was  not  close  enoug^h  to  them  to  hear  any  of  their  conversation. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  j-our  prying  conduct  created  a  good  deal  of  excitement 
and  bad  feelings  among  the  workers? — ^A.  It  must  have  or  they  would  not  have  had 
me  ordered  out  of  there. 

i^.  Was  it  not  to  prevent  a  disturbance,  caused  by  your  conduct,  that  the  police 
endeavored  to  keep  you  out  and  apart  from  meddling  with  the  Democrats  when  they 
were  working  with  the  colored  voters? — A.  I  do  not  think  so,  because  I  was  just  as 
mncb  of  a  citizen  of  Augusta  as  they  were.  I  had  just  as  much  right  to  walk  around 
the  premises  as  they  had  to  be  around  there.  There  was  no  occasion  for  any  dis- 
turbance on  account  of  my  actions. 

Q.  Did  the  Democrats  try  to  pry  and  put  their  nose  into  the  affairs  of  the  Popu- 
Ii^t8  when  they  were  working  with  and  trying  to  manage  their  voters? — A  No,  nir; 
becanse  we  had  no  private  conversations;  all  of  our  work  was  open  and  above 
board. 

Q.  Are  you  an  A.  P.  A.  ? — A.  That  has  got  nothing  to  do— has  no  bearing  on  the 
question.    I  do  not  consider  it  any  of  your  business. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  and  witness  here  passed  a  few  angry  retorts.) 

Q.  Is  not  the  A.  P.  A.  a  secret  organization? — A.  I  sup]>ose  so,  from  what  I  know 
of  it. 

Q.  Does  it  not  do  its  work  in  secret? — A.  I  answer  the  question  by  asking  you  one 
qoeetion — I  decline  to  answer  the  question. 

(^.  I>o  they  not  do  their  work  in  secret? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

(^.  Don't  yon  know  that  the  A.  P.  A.  supported  Mr.  Watson? — A.  I  know  that  some 
men  that  I  presume  belong  to  the  A.  P.  A.  did.  I  answer  to  that  if  they  had,  as  a 
body,  he  wouldn't  have  been  elected,  notwithstanding. 

(^.  Didn't  Mr.  Watson  come  out  in  a  public  card  shortly  before  the  election  indors- 
ing the  A.  P.  A.  movement? — A.  I  saw  m  the  Southern  Eagle  where  he,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Black,  had  been  asked  some  questions  and  that  he  answered  his  in  full.  That  is  all 
that  I  know  about  it. 

Q.  Was  it  an  answer  in  favor  and  indorsing  the  A.  P.  A.  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

(^.  Well,  then,  do  you  not  consider  the  A.  P.  A.  organization  a  secret  organization 
tnppurting  Mr.  Watson  ?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  Populists  have  no  meetings  before  the  election? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  had 
lome  meetings. 

Q.  Didn't  they  have  secret  meetings,  and  haven't  they  been  having  them  for  years, 
ifi  which  they  took  oaths  to  support  Mr.  Watson? — A.  No,  sir;  we  have  not. 

Q.  Vou  mean  to  say  that  there  were  not  meetings  in  1892,  that  nobody  but  Popu- 
lists were  allowed  in,  and  there  pledged  to  vote  for  Watson? — A.  We  did  have  meet- 
iD«^<«  of  People's  Party  dubs,  and  to  oecome  members  of  that  club  it  was  necessary 
for  a  man  to  promise  to  support  all  candidates,  for  any  office,  or  put  out  b^'  the 
People's  Party.  And  in  answer,  too,  I  wish  to  say,  that  we  took  a  lesson  from  the 
Democratic  clubs  in  the  city  of  Au;ruBta,  from  which  some  People's  Party  men  wer« 
tx<-]aded  because  they  were  such,  and  that  were  told  that  nothing  but  Democrats 
were  wanted  in  that  room. 

Q.  But  yon  have  already  sworn  that  you  had  no  secret  meetings,  and  now  say  you 
bad  them  but  only  the  same  as  the  Democrats? — A.  I  said  the  work  at  the  polls  were 
open  and  above  board.     We  have  our  organizations  the  same  an  you  had. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  that  you  did  not  hold  private  conversations  around  the  polls 

00  election  day? — A.  Well,  we  just  simply  were  there  right  out  open  and  had  our 
little  talks  among  ourselves,  but  did  not  go  behind  the  house  to  hold  them. 

^.  Didn't  von  Just  awhile  ago  say  that  after  getting  permission  from  Chief  Hood 
tbat  yon  did  say  '*Boys,  come  on,  let's  go  behind  the  house"? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and 

1  Bsid  I  didn't  go  back  there,  that  I  went  back  behind  the  screen  at  the  voting 
^Iftce. 

Q.  Did  yoQ  not  say  on  your  direct  that  when  you  said  ^'Come  on  boys  and  go 
^ind  tiie  house,"  that  they  went  behind  the  house,  but  that  you  didn't,  but  went 
back  to  the  polls? — A.  I  don't  remember  saying  it.  I  did  not  stop  to  see,  I  went 
<n  back  to  the  polls  and  went  back  to  my  place  at  the  window  where  I  had  been 
cbaUenging. 
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Q.  Was  Mr.  Lowery  and  the  rest  of  the  managers  exactly  fair  as  far  as  yon  sawf— 
A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  I  had  no  fault  to  find,  except  in  allowing  a  man  to  change  his  name 
and  vote. 

Q.  Mr.  Read,  are  you  not,  and  have  you  not  been  for  a  number  of  years,  an  active 
partisan  of  Mr.  Watson's f — A.  Well,  I  supported  Mr.  Watson  ever  since  he  has  been 
in  the  field.  I  was  an  advocate  of  the  principles  before  Mr.  Watson  eutered  the 
field. 

Q.  Were  you  not  a  witness  in  the  contest  of  1892f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  official  position  in  the  People's  Party  do  you  hold! — A.  None  at  all;  I 
don't  think  I  have  been  a  sort  of  follower  after  somebody,  doing  none  of  the  bossing 
and  I  doing  the  work.     I  occupy  the  positioo  as  private  iu  the  ranks. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  a  candidate  lor  office? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  been  a  candi- 
date since  the  People's  Party  organized.  I  was  an  independent  candidate  for  the 
legislature  on  the  Workingman's  ticket.  Also  ran  for  council  on  the  Workingman*s 
ticket  from  the  Fifth  Ward. 

Q.  With  what  results  f — A.  With  defeat,  as  usual. 

Q.  Has  that  not  made  you  very  sour  and  disgruntled,  your  being  defeated?— A. 
Oh,  no,  sir.  I  did  not  go  into  the  race  on  my  own  arcord.  I  care  nothing  for  per- 
sonal defeat.     I  am  interested  in  the  success  of  the  principles  that  I  advocate. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  all  the  negroes  who  live  in  the  Fifth  Ward  work  in  thst 
ward,  or  work  in  the  cityf — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  well  enough  posted  to  be  able  to 
answer  that  question. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  it  when  Mr.  Lowery  told  you  that  Mr.  Sullivan  said 
challenging  was  not  permissalilef — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Was  it  before  or  after  dinner? — A.  I  don't  remember  whether  it  was  before  or 
after.  It  was  sometime  before  the  polls  closed.  I  would  not  undertake  to  say  what 
time  it  was.  I  never  paid  no  particular  attention  to  the  time.  Hut  it  was  not  within 
an  hour  of  the  closing  of  the  polls.  It  must  have  been  more  than  an  hour  before  the 
polls  closed. 

Q.  Was  it  before  or  after  you  went  to  the  Fourth  Ward  to  vote  f — A.  I  don't  remem- 
ber whether  it  was  before  or  after;  1  don't  know. 

Q.  What  is  your  best  recollection  as  to  whether  it  was  before  or  after  you  went  to 
the  Fourth  Ward  to  votef — A.  I  do  not  say.     It  may  have  been  after. 

Q.  It  may  have  been  after,  may  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  may  have  been  before. 

Q.  The  polls  closed  at  3  o'clock,  did  they  not? — A.  I  think  so;  it  is  my  recollection. 
I  think  they  closed  by  Sergeant  Sheron's  watch. 

Q.  Mr.  Read.  I  ask  if  you  were  not  turned  out  of  church  or  Sunday  school  while 
treasurer  of  itf — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not.  ' 

Q.  What  money  was  that  that  you  had  trouble  about? — A.  It  was  with  the  Ladies' 
Aid  Society,  and  borrowed  money. 

Q.  Give  a  statement  of  this  matter;  state  the  charges  against  you,  and  then  the 
facts. — A.  I  was  charged  with  failure  to  comply  with  a  promise. 

Q.  What  promise? — A.  To  pay  $8  to  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 

Q.  Who  did  you  borrow  that  money  from! — A.  From  my  wife,  who  was  treasurer 
of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  Berean  Baptist  Church,  and  I  spoke  to  the  officers  of 
the  society  about  wanting  to  use  some  of  its  money,  that  much  of  the  money,  and 
that  I  would  pay  it  back  when  they  wanted  it,  whic^h  I  intended  to  do,  and  was  not 
able  on  account  of  financial  disability.  There  was  nothing  said  about  it  for  several 
years,  in  the  church,  or  anywhere  else.  The  Ladies'  Aid  f^ociety  had  bought  some 
stoves  from  Mr.  Delph,  on  which  they  owed  $8.50,  and  he  was  pushing  them  for  it.  I 
went  to  Mr.  Memardie,  who  was  pastor  at  that  time,  and  told  him  that  I  owed  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  $8  and  that  I  would  assume  the  debt.  I  went  to  Mr.  Delph  and 
offered  to  give  him  my  note  in  payment  of  the  $8.50.  He  said  it  wasn't  necessary, 
that  I  could  come  and  pay  it.  But  not  making  the  money  as  I  expected  I  could  not 
keep  my  promise  and  failed  to  pay  it  There  was  nothing  said  about  it  for  some 
time,  until  Mr.  Getsinger,  who  was  then  pastor,  tried  to  collect  more  salary  than  the 
church  agreed  to  pa^  him,  and  I  opposed  his  collecting  it,  when  he  afterwards  made 
his  threats  that  if  Silas  Read  didn't  keep  his  mouth  shut,  he  would  draw  this  on  him, 
showing  the  bill  of  Delph's.  It  went  on  so  for  awhile.  The  church  had  some  mis- 
understanding  among  themselves  and  a  committee  went  to  see  Dr.  Burroughs,  pastor 
of  the  First  church,  wishing  to  know  what  to  do  about  it.  He  said,  **  Go  back  and 
turn  Silas  Read  and  Tom  Nichols  out  of  the  church,  and  come  back  and  I  will  talk 
to  you."  They  said,  "  We  can't  turn  them  out  without  a  charge."  Anyhow,  I  was  in 
Bullock  County  at  work,  85  miles  from  Augusta,  and  received  a  letter  from  a  friend 
stating  that  I  had  been  turned  out  of  the  church  without  a  charge  having  been  pre- 
fered,  or  my  being  notified  or  given  a  chance  to  defend  myself.  That's  how  I  come 
to  be  turned  out  of  church. 

Q.  I  am  not  concerned,  Mr.  Read,  about  the  details,  although  I  have  listened  to 
your  rather  lengthy  statement  patiently ;  I  only  wish  to  know  if  it  is  not  true  that 
your  being  tamed  out  of  chnrch  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  you  got  church  money 
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from  yonr  wife  and  spent  it  and  did  not  make  it  goodf — A.  My  answer  is  that  I 
doa'i  believe  now,  and  never  did,  that  it  was  the  matter  of  the  money  that  excluded 
me  from  the  church,  but  political  persecution. 

Q.  When  did  this  occur — yonr  spending  the  money  f — A.  1  don't  remember.  It  was 
several  years  ago.  I  do  not  remember  the  time  exactly.  It  was  just  after  the  Ram- 
ncVer  demonstration.  It  was  in  1886  or  1887.  It  must  have  been  about  1885.  It 
mast  have  been  in  about  1884. 

(The  witness  was  here  assisted  in  recalling  the  time  by  comparison  with  other 
erentB.) 

Q.  When  were  you  turned  out  of  church  f — A.  I  do  not  hardly  remember  that  now. 
I  think  it  was  in  about  1889. 

Q.  That  was  the  charge  that  the  church  people  based  your  discharge  onf — A.  Fail- 
ure to  comply  with  the  promise  to  pay  the  money  to  Mr.  Delph,  as  1  promised. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  gut  the  money  from  f — A.  I  got  the  money  from  my  wife. 

(^.  You  said  in  your  long  statement  that  you  spoke  to  some  members  or  officers  of 
t]te  Ladies*  Aid  Society  to  borrow  this  money.  Did  you  speak  before  or  after  bor- 
rowing the  money  f — A.  Before. 

Q.  Who  were  the  officers  that  you  spoke  to  in  particular? — A.  To  Mrs.  Huntington 
it  was  then,  and  I  think  she  was  president;  and  Mrs.  Evans,  who  was  an  officer. 

(j.  Does  Mrs.  Huntington  live  here  now? — A.  1  do  not  know  where  Mrs.  Hunting- 
ton lives.    She  has  married  twice  since  then. 

Q.  What  Mrs.  Evans f — A.  Mrs.  Isom  Ex  ans.  She  is  dead.  Mr.  Evans  is  still  living. 
Another,  I  think,  is  Mrs.  Mary  Parker. 

(j.  You  are  just  thinking  this;*  are  you  suref — A.  I  am  certain  about  Mrs.  Evans 
and  Mrs.  Huntington,  and  think  also  Mrs.  Parker.  Mrs.  Huntington  said,  **  Well, 
Silas,  it  will  be  all  right,  provided  we  can  get  it  back  when  we  want  it." 

(^.  Did  she  t4»Btify  in  your  behalf  when  you  were  turned  out  of  chnrchf — A.  No, 
sir;  she  did  not.  Nobody  did.  No  notice  was  given  of  it.  It  was  done  inside  of  one 
coofrrence. 

^.  Was  your  expulsion  lawful,  then? — A.  No,  nir;  not  under  Baptist  law  or  scrip- 
tural law.' 

(^.  Didn't  you  have  any  appeal? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  They  would  not  grant  me 
one;  they  run  right  over  me.  After  I  got  my  appeal  signed  by  the  proper  officers, 
five  deacons,  of  the  church,  they  would  not  notioe  it. 

(^.  Did  your  wife  continue  in  the  office? — A.  She  did,  until  the  term  was  out. 

(^.  When  was  that  term  out? — A.  I  don't  know  how  long  it  was.  Might  have  been 
»t  the  beginning  or  at  the  end  of  the  term. 

^.  How  long  was  the  term  ? — A.  A  year.  Might  have  been  three  months,  but  I 
think  it  was  a  year. 

Q.  Did  she  hold  the  office  afterwards? — A.  No,  sir:  she  declined  reelection  herself. 
Found  that  her  house  duties  were  such  that  she  could  not  attend  regularly  and  she 
gave  it  up. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  reinstated  yet? — A.  Haven't  yet. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  tried  to  be? — A.  Have  never  tried  to  be.  I  have  been  asked  to 
come  back  and  never  have  been,  but  I  expect  to  go  back  pretty  soon,  I  want  to  say, 
at  the  solicitations  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  church. 

(^.  Did  you  overpay  back  that  money? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  have  been  where  I 
conld. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  West,  for  the  contestant  t 

^.  The  questions  propounded  were  through  a  paper,  were  they  not? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  It  was  his  views  on  certain  governmental  and  political  questions,  and  not 
whether  or  no  that  he  indorsed  the  organization,  was  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  Did  Mr.  Black  answer  at  all? — A.  1  did  not  see  it;  I  never  saw  it  in  print.  I 
UMweredthe  question,  No;  it  would  have  been  in  the  Eagle  if  he  had  answered. 

Q.  Wat  yonr  being  around  back  of  the  barrocks  at  the  Fifth  Ward  precinct  in 
oriler  to  prevent  the  talking  of  the  gentlemen  referred  to? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not 
eloM  enough  to  int-erfere  with  them.  I  was  just  walking  around,  thinking  that  it 
vw  jnst  as  much  my  ri^ht  to  be  around  there  as  anybody  else. 

Q.  Did  the  Populists,  in  walking  around  and  talking,  want  a  place  or  go  around  to 
a  place  that  was  private,  oft'  from  the  view  of  the  crowd? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  defeat  sour  a  man? — A.  Not  necessarily,  in  my  experience. 

Rebuttal  by  Mr.  Wright,  for  the  contestee : 

Q.  Were  those  questions  propounded  to  Mr.  Watson  by  the  A.  P.  A.  organ,  the 
£ASle,not  the  regular  printed  questions  which  that  organization  submits  to  all  can- 
^dates  who  desire  thi"  vote  of  their  members? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Give  us  your  opinion. — A.  I  understood  it  that  way  by  the  way  it  was  put 
down  in  the  paper. 

Q.  Did  you  see  those  questions? — A.  I  saw  them  in  the  Eagle. 
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Q.  Do  yoD  know  any  A.  P.  A. 's  to  vote  other  than  for  Mr.  Wataonf — A.  I  could  not 
amy  yes  or  no. 

Silas  C.  Read,  Jr. 

Sworn  to  and  eubscribed  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  December,  1895. 

[seal.]  Sam  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Xotary  Public,  Eichmond  County,  Ga, 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  examination  of  this  witness  a  recess  was  taken  nntil  10 
a.  m.,  Decemlier  19, 1895. 

State  or  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

At  the  Court-House,  December  19, 1896, 

Taking  of  testimony  began  at  10  a.  m. 

Appears  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Goss,  esq. 

Appears  for  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar,  es<|.,  and  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

Rev.  X.  6.  JACKS,  sworn  for  the  contestant : 

Q.  Mr.  Jacks,  were  yon  a  resident  of  Richmond  Coanty,  Ga.,  and  of  Angosta,  on 
the  date  of  the  special  election  for  Conn^ssman,  October  2, 1895  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yoa  present  at  the  election? — A.  I  was  at  the  Fifth  Ward  polls.  I  did 
not  see  any  evidences  of  repeating  that  day. 

Q.  State  what  illegalities  yon  sikw,  if  anyf— A.  I  did  not  see  anything  more  thaa 
I  nsnally  see  at  elections.     I  voted. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  illegal  voters  that  day  f — A.  None  at  all,  not  to  my  kDowl- 
•dge. 

Q.  Who  were  the  managers  at  the  Fifth  Ward? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
remember.  I  don't  know  that  I  took  any  cognizance.  I  believe  they  had  two  boxes, 
bnt  I  am  not  confident  of  it.  Had  one  for  white  people  and  one  for  colored  people, 
bnt  I  would  not  be  positive.     I  think  they  did. 

Q.  How  long  were  yon  at  the  polls  ? — A.  In  the  crowd  ten  minntes,  maybe  longer. 
I  do  not  know  anything  farther. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lamar,  for  the  contestee : 

Q.  Mr.  Jacks,  how  long  have  yon  lived  in  Angosta f — ^A.  Eight  years.  I  live  in 
Westend.    I  am  a  minister  of  the  gospel. 

Q.  Of  what  church  f — A.  Of  the  Christian  Church.  I  am  pastor  of  the  Second 
Chorch.    Have  been  pastor  for  eight  years. 

QEORGE  S.  MURPHY,  sworn  for  the  contestant: 

(The  attorneys  for  contestee  stating  that  they  were  not  prepared  for  the  cross- 
examination  to-day,  and  desiring  that  the  taking  of  the  witness'  testimony  be 
deferred  to  another  day,  and  the  witness  being  a  merchant  and  very  busy  durin<;  the 
holidays,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  witness'  direct  testimony  to-day,  and  recall  him 
to  the  stand  after  the  holidays  for  the  cross-examination.) 

I  have  been  living  in  Angnsta,  Richmond  Coanty,  since  1872.  1  am  a  Democrat  in 
politics.     I  have  never  voted  the  Populist  ticket. 

Q.  State  what  yon  know  of  illegal  registration  previous  to  the  late  election  for 
Congressman,  and  for  that  last  election  f— A.  1  investigated  some  uf  the  so-called 
colored  voters  of  the  Second  Ward  personally,  and  in  a  nnmber  of  cases  I  could  not 
find  the  person  named  ni»r  the  residence  given.  1  gave  that  evidence  to  the  board 
of  registrars  in  writing,  and  upon  that  they  summoned  me  before  them. 

Q.  What  was  said  or  done  by  themf — A.  1  gave  the  evidence  in  the  presence  of 
the  board  and  they  asked  me  if  1  ma<le  out  the  certificates,  affidavits,  or  memorandum 
which  I  gave  in  and  which  he  held  in  hin  hand.  The  board  then  asked  me  if  1  had 
failed  to  find  those  names  that  1  had  marked  as  being  unable  to  find.  I  stated  that 
I  had,  whereupon  the  bailiff  of  the  court  or  board  called  one  or  two  of  the  names  at 
the  door.  Standing  around  the  door  was  a  number  of  negroes,  I  should  Judge  about 
20,  and  upon  close  observation  I  shonld  judge  varying  in  age  from  18  to  22  years  of 
age.  I  had  ample  opportunity  of  seeing  the  crowd  well  before  going  into  the  room. 
I  was  personally  acquainted  with  some  of  the  negroes  in  waiting;  one  by  the  name 
of  Walker,  who  was  butler  at  Mrs.  D.  B.  Plumb's,  on  Green  street,  where  I  boarded 
a  few  vears  ago.  I  asked  Walker  if  that  crowd  of  youn^  negroes  were  not  asked 
or  paid  to  come  there  by  someone  and  answer  any  fictitious  name  that  they  were 
camd  upon  or  gdven  after  they  had  gone  inside  of  the  registration  or  investigating 
office.  I  also  asked  him  if  he  would  not  go  in  with  me  and  identify  them  by  their 
right  names,  if  it  was  not  their  names,  if  it  was  in  his  power  or  knowledge  to  do  so. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  about  to  be  given  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  hearsay. ) 

Walker  stated  that  he  could,  bnt  was  afraid  to  do  so,  and  would  not  do  it.    After 
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I  had  boen  called  into  the  room  the  chairman  of  the  board,  after  haying  one  of  the 
tiupeets,  I  presume  the  voters,  called,  proceeded  to  question  the  voter  as  follows: 
Is  yoar  name  Mr.  Blank f  Yon  live  in  Augusta f  Second  Wardf  On  Reynolds 
street  ?  Ton  live  in  Horse  Shoe  alley  f  To  all  of  which  the  voter  answered  yes.  The 
board  then  stated  what  Mr.  Murphy  had  said  and  asked  Mr.  Murphy  if  he  had  any 
qnestions  to  ask  the  voter.  I  turned  to  the  negro  and  asked  him  if  Horse  Shoe  alley 
ruQ  from  Reynolds  street  clean  through  to  Broad  street.  He  said,  *'  Yes,  sir.''  I  asked 
him  if  yon  enter  in  at  Reynolds  street  and  came  out  at  Broad  street,  and  he  said^ 
"Yes,  sir."  I  then  turned  to  the  board  and  laughingly  asked,  '* How's  that/' ana 
stated  that  the  negro  might  be  John  Blank,  but  that  he  evidently  knew  nothing  about 
Hone  Shoe  alley,  and  did  not  know  where  he  lived,  for  the  suj^rgestion  of  the  name 
of  the  alley  would  indicate  the  shape  of  it,  and  that  Horse  Shoe  alley  did  not  run 
throneh  from  Reynolds  to  Broad.  Other  voters  were  called  and  carried  through  the 
•atue  dialogue  or  examination.  I  paid  no  attention  to  the  examination  and  stated 
to  the  board  that  I  did  not  even  know  whether  they  were  considered  as  registered 
Toters  or  not;  it  was  not  my  dutv  to  ascertain  that  fact,  and  I  cared  nothing  about 
it.  That  if  the  names  were  on  the  list  fraudulently  it  was  their  business  to  pur^e 
it  not  mine;  which  I  presumed  that  they  would  do.  The  board  asked  me  iri 
would  withdraw  the  evidence  and  affidavits  that  I  had  handed  in.  I  negativelv 
shook  my  head  and  stated  that  I  had  made  this  investigation  and  handed  in  the  evi- 
dence for  what  it  was  worth  and  wished  it  to  remain  as  such,  or  with  them,  I  forget 
whieh.  I  think  that  is  all  that  occurred.  They  thanked  me  and  I  withdrew  from 
the  room.  The  board  instructed  the  clerk  to.  mark  the  evidence  as  recalled.  With 
that  I  left  the  room. 

Q.  Who  were  the  board? — A.  Messrs.  P.  J.  Sullivan,  W.  H.  Hargraves,  and  Dr. 
Keil  Mclnnis. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  Mr.  Sullivan  is,  politically? — A.  He  is  known  as  a  Demo- 
crat, in  our  community.    He  is  an  accredited  Democrat. 

Q.  Is  he  an  active  worker  of  the  Democrats? — A.  He  is  an  active  Democrat.  I 
foulil  not  say  that  Mr.  Sullivan  was  a  worker  at  the  polls.  Mr.  Sullivan  was  chair- 
man of  the  board. 

Q.  Were  yon  impressed  with  the  fact  that  this  board  of  registration  were  more 
inclined  to  suppress  the  evidences  of  illegal  registration  than  to  be  guided  by  it,  in 
seeking  a  perfect  list  of  registered  voters? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading,  grossly  leading,  and 
Tiolently  suggestive  of  the  answer  desired  by  the  attorney  for  contestant  from  the 
witness.) 

A.  I  can  answer  that  in  a  very  few  words,  or  in  connection  with  other  evidence. 
I  would  answer  yes,  from  this  fact,  that  on  the  list  of  regiHtered  voters  that  I  handed 
the  board  of  registration  for  investigation  were  numbers  of  streets  given,  location 
on  streets  given,  as  the  residence  of  voters,  and  some  of  those  numbers  it  was  impoa- 
sible  to  find,  as  no  such  numbers  were  in  existence.  For  example,  a  negro  was  given 
as  residing  ou  the  corner  of  Green  and  Eighth  street.  On  three  of  those  comers 
are.  the  opera  house,  the  hook  and  ladder  nouse  of  the  fire  department,  the  First 
Baptist  chnrch,  and  on  the  other  comer  a  drug  store,  over  which  lives  a  white  gen- 
tleman and  hia  family,  who  stated  that  there  were  no  negroes  on  his  premises,  nor 
any  negro  house  there.  I  went  to  the  residence  and  found  that  no  negro  lived  there. 
I  went  to  the  door  and  called.  And  on  Reynolds  street,  some  of  the  numbers  given 
woald  have  faUcn  or  been  placed  in  a  wood  yard,  and  to  my  certain  knowledge  and 
oheervation  there  is  no  residence  in  that  wood  yard. 

Q.  Were  these  voters  that  you  say  were  between  18  and  22  years  of  age  allowed  to 
remain  on  the  registration  list,  or  did  your  objections  prevent  the  registration  of 
those  voters? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  grossly  leading,  and  violently 
•Qggeetive  of  the  answer  desired  by  the  attorney  of  contestant  from  the  witness.) 

A.  There  were  no  names  purged  from  the  registration  list  that  I  hiid  any  connec- 
tion with,  or  bad  given  any  evidence  agaiust,  so  far  as  I  have  ever  learned  or  known, 
as  the  board  instructed  their  secretary  to  mark  my  investigations  as  recalled.  I 
voald  like  to  state  in  c<mnection  with  my  evidence,  as  to  the  location  of  some  of 
those  voters,  especially  as  to  Horse  Shoe  alley,  that  I  am  perfectly  familiar  with 
that  end  of  Reynolds  street  and  neighborhoo<l,  as  I  lived  on  the  street  and  on  the 
•qnare  below  there  for  a  number  of  years,  and  I  hail  occasion  to  pass  along  that  way 
leTsnl  times  each  day.  I  treated  the  attt^mpt  to  have  the  list  purged  before  the 
legistrars  by  myself  as  a  hoax  and  farce,  as  there  was  a  great  deal  of  noise  and  merri- 
iBfnt  going  on  in  the  room  at  the  time,  during  my  presence  there  And  I  only  mads 
one  effort — that  refers  to  Horse  Shoe  alley — to  prove  that  I  did  know  something 
^ot  some  of  the  names  and  locations  that  I  had  reported  to  them. 

Q.  You  began  this  matter  in  good  faith? — A.  I  did.     I  felt  that 

iConnsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading.) 
>  iair  election  was  more  to  be  desired  by  all  good  people  than  any  private  or  party 
soecess. 
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Q.  How  were  jour  efforts  treated  by  the  board  of  regiBtration — your  efforts  to 
fiirnish  testimony  to  purge  the  ballot;  lightly,  contemptuously,  or  bow  did  they  treat 
youf— A.  This  has  all  been  answered  by  previous  testimony. 

Q.  Do  you  know  further  of  illegal  reglHtrationsf — A.  Not  of  my  personal  knowl- 
edge. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  the  polls  on  the  day  of  the  election? — A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  Why  did  yon  remain  away? — A*.  For  several  previous  elections 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  question  us  wholly  immaterial,  irrelevant, 
and  inadmissible,  the  reason  of  the  witness  not  being  a  fact  traversable  in  law  and 
illustrating  no  matter  at  issue  in  this  coutest,  impressions,  conclusions,  and  reasons 
not  being  admissible  for  any  purpose.) 
the  manner 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  evidence  being  given  in  reference  to  other 
elections,  except  the  election  of  1895,  as  illegal,  on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy  to  the 
issue  involved  in  this  contest.) 

and  the  way  of  voting  the  negro  voters  had  become  so  notorious,  fraudulent,  and 
nauseating  that  I  determined  that  I  would  not  go  around  the  polls  and  even  be  a 
witness  to  such  methods.    I  have  nothing  further. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  that  practically  the  same  crowd  that  managed 
previous  elections  managed  this  one? — A.  1  did  not  go  to  the  polls  at  all;  I  have 
nothing  personally,  meaning  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Geo.  8.  Mvrphky. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  January,  1896. 

[6EAL.]  8am.  T,  Potts,  Jr. 

C.  W.  BROXTON,  sworn  for  the  contestant: 

I  live  in  Richmond  County,  and  at  the  time  of  the  special  election  boarded  at  the 
corner  of  Monnment  and  Ellis  streets;  was  at  the  noils  a  part  of  the  time — probably 
two  hours;  was  at  the  court-house,  in  the  Second  Ward. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  there  that  day? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  grossly  leading  and  violently 
■uffgcBtive  of  its  own  answer.) 

A.  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  repeating,  but  only  know  one  party  that  I  could  swear  to 
by  name;  others  1  could  swear  to,  but  not  by  name.  Josh  Johnson,  a  mulatto  negro, 
ia  the  one.  When  1  came  around  the  corner  where  the  box  was  that  the  colored 
people  were  voting  at  that  day  1  saw  Collins,  who  had  12  or  15  negroes  in  charge, 
and  they  voted  first  in  the  colored  box  and  then  marched  around  and  voted  in  the 
other  boxes.  This  was  at  the  same  ward.  They  kept  it  up  for  two  or  three  rounds, 
till  they  had  voted  two  or  three  times  apiece  at  each  box.  Then  J.  Johnson  went  np 
to  the  window  at  the  colored  box,  and  a  white  man  I  taken  to  be  Mr.  Prather,  a  Jew— 
I  know  him  when  1  see  him,  and  I  think  I  recognized  him — and  got  some  tickets  and 
be^an  to  vote.  1  kept  squarely  behind  him  and  followed  him  and  could  see  him. 
I  followed  him  around  till  he  ha<l  voted  five  times. 

Q.  For  whom  did  he  votef — A.  He  voted  for  Mr.  Black  each  one  qf  the  times;  the 
others,  I  do  not  know  who  they  voted  for. 

Q.  For  whom  did  that  squad  of  repeaters  vote  f — A.  Some  of  them  voted  for  Black. 
I  could  not  say  how  all  did,  as  1  could  not  see  the  tickets  all  of  the  time,  but  they 
were  in  the  hands  of  Collins  at  one  of  the  times.  Prather  shoved  Johnson  from  the 
window  and  told  him  that  a  white  man  was  taking  his  name.  He  signaled  him  to 
get  away,  but  had  finally  to  tell  him,  as  he  did  not  pay  any  attention.  He  went 
around  to  the  last  box,  next  to  Green  street,  and  the  same  thing  occurred  again  there. 
A  white  man  tried  to  signal  him  away  again  and  ho  never  caught  on  to  it,  and  they 
bad  to  tell  him  again.    That's  about  all  that  1  know  of. 

vj.  Did  you  see  any  money  being  paid  for  votes? 

(Couusel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  the  contestant  stating  that  it 
is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has 
the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  quf'stions,  and  that  the  witness  mnst  answer 
regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  1  saw  it;  anyone  conld  see  it. 

Q.  State  how,  when,  and  where  it  was  paid. — A.  I  saw  it  paid  at  the  colored  box 
by  a  white  man.  I  know  the  man's  face  when  I  see  it,  but  I  do  not  know  his  name. 
Tjie  size  that  I  saw  paid  was  10  cents,  25  cents,  and  half  dollars.  It  was  always  paid 
t  •  the  party  as  they  voted.  He  was  standing  right  at  the  window  and  handed  tnera 
the  money. 

Q.  How  much  money  did  yon  see  paid  Josh  Johnson? — A.  Never  saw  Johnson  get 
a  cent.    I  think  he  was  paid  by  the  day.     He  told  me  so. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  the  polls  f — A.  1  suppose,  during  the  day,  two  hours— 
awhile  in  the  forenoon  and  awhile  in  the  afternoon.    A  crowd  oame  up  from  the  First 
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Ward  to  take  charge  and  I  saw  no  reason  to  stay  there,  so  left  and  went  about  my 
bosioess. 

Q.  Were  yon  a  Democrat  up  to  the  last  election  f 

.  Counsel  for  contestee  protests  a^ain  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  )M*ing  accidental,  but  on  purpose ;  the  counsel  for  the  contestant  stating  that  it  is 
for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the 
right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  <iue8tious,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless 
of  the  pnitest  as  to  it«  illegality.) 

A.  I  always  voted  what  I  understood  to  be  the  Democratic  ticket.  I  voted  it  in 
1891.'.  At  the  last  election  I  voted  for  Thomas  £.  Watson.  I  haven't  voted  what  they 
call  the  Democratic  ticket  sint-e  1892. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  illegal  registrations? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
Dot  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose ;  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for 
CoDgress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insistin||f  on  the  questions, 
sod  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  names  that  I  could  give;  I  saw  plenty  of  them  16  and  18 
years  old  registering.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  very  many  negroes  in  the  city. 
There  is  no  other  facts  that  I  wish  to  state.  I  am  a  workingman  and  have  work 
going  on  and  had  no  idea  of  being  called  down  here  to  tell  what  I  know. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lamar,  for  the  contestee: 

Q.  What  are  your  relations  with  Dr.  Littleton  f — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  bimf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  live  with  himf — A.  I  guess  I  had  better  answer  that  in  a  way  you  would 
know  it.  I  board  at  Mr.  Littleton's  when  not  at  work.  I  have  another  boarding 
place  when  I  am  at  work.    I  am  not  boarding  with  him  now. 

Q.  Yoo  do  not  board  there  now,  at  present?— A.  No,  sir;  that  is,  I  made  a  contract 
a  y<>ar  ago  last  September,  and  have  got  my  room  there,  and  at  any  hour  of  the  day 
or  Di|rht  1  pass  in  or  out  and  go  to  bed,  or  eat  at  the  table.    I  have  another  boarding 

Eiaee  across  the  river  in  South  Carolina,  when  I  am  at  work  over  there.  My  family 
TO  in  Richmond  County. 

Q.  Mr.  Broxton,  when  is  the  last  time  that  yon  slept  in  Dr.  Littleton's  house  f — 
A.  \ot  any  time  recently.     It  has  been  probably  five  or  six  weeks. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  were  surprised  at  receiving  a  summons  heref — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  they  would  summons  yon  unless  they  knew  yoa 
knew  something  in  the  case,  is  itf 

(Coansel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  as  being  hypothetical,  illegal,  and 
sot  pertinent  to  the  issues  involved.) 

A.  I  do  not  knuw  how  they  received  their  information,  unless  they  heard  of  me 
■peaking  of  it  to  others.  I  do  not  know.  I  am  very  sorry  to  lose  work  to  come 
here  now.  I  have  had  no  conversation  with  Dr.  Littleton  about  this  matter.  I  don't 
know  who  I  have  spoken  to  about  it ;  spoke  to  a  good  many,  I  guess.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  could  now  recollect  most  any  of  my  acquaintances  that  I  spoke  of  it  to.  To 
all  of  them,  I  guess,  where  not  on  business.  Dr.  Littleton  is  one  of  my  acqnaint- 
aoces  and  I  gness  1  have  spoken  to  him  about  it. 

Q.  Did  Dr.  Littleton  tell  yon  about  what  he  saw  at  this  election  f — A.  Yes ;  he  told 
Be  that  be  aaw  plenty  of  fraud,  but  don't  know  that  he  told  the  nature  of  it.  I  do 
not  tell  that  I  did  tell  him.    I  do  not  denv  telling  it  to  him.    I  spoke  to  all. 

Q.  Did  yoa  s«e  Dr.  Littleton  at  the  polls? — A.  I  don't  think  1  did.  I  do  not  say  I 
did  not. 

Q.  Mr.  Broxton,  what  time  of  the  day  did  yon  come  to  the  polls? — A.  It  was  early. 
I  voted  pretty  early,  about  the  forty-fourth  one;  think  that  was  the  number  of  my 
ballot.    I  voted  in  the  box  at  the  northwest  corner. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  ? — A.  About  an  hour. 

Q.  Were  yoa  at  your  work  that  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  you  seem  to  be  unwilling  to  come  here  to-day  on  account  of  time  lost; 
why  were  yoa  willing  to  lose  an  hour  then? — A.  It's  a  man's  privilege  and  duty  to 
Tote. 

Q.  Were  there  many  people  around  the  polls? — A.  Not  very  many  in  the  morning; 
ibout  75  or  a  100  scattered  around. 

Q.  White  and  colored? — A.  Yes,  sir;  mostly  Collius's  crowd. 

Q-  Was  it  in  the  morning  or  evening  that  yon  saw  the  repeating? — A.  The  first 
was  in  the  morning  when  uie  squads  were  together. 

Q.  This  money  paid,  was  it  in  the  morning  or  evening? — A.  It  was  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  Did  yoa  see  any  repeating  in  the  afternoon? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that's  the  time  that 
Josh  Johnson  voted  five  times  straight  along. 

Q.  Who  is  Josh  Johnson? — ^A.  A  mulatto. 

Q.  What  does  he  do? — A.  He  says  he  is  a  detective.  He  is  always  around  heeling 
Wfere  elections  and  during  the  registration  and  at  the  election. 
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Q.  Yon  say  that  you  don't  know  very  many  negroes;  how  do  yon  oome  to  know 
Josh  Johnson? — A.  No,  sir;  knew  Josh  Johnson  by  his  character,  sir,  and  general 
report. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  have  a  conversation  with  him  anywhere? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  on 
Broad  street,  two  or  three  weeks  a«(o.  Mr.  W.  R.  Littleton  was  present  at  the  time. 
It  was  on  Mr.  Murphy's  cellar  door. 

Q.  You  saw  that  squad  yon  referred  to  vote  at  the  colored  and  other  boxes?— A. 
Yes,  sir.  They  voted  two  or  three  times.  They  voted  three  times  in  each  roand, 
once  at  each  box,  each  of  the  three  boxes.  Am  as  positive  of  that  as  I  am  of  the  other 
that  I  have  testified  to.  I  saw  them  vote  at  the  three  boxes.  Josh  Johnson  took  a 
registration  list  and  called  ont  the  names.  He  had  one.  I  am  positive  of  this  as  of 
any  other  of  the  voting.  They  voted  at  all  three  on  each  ronnd.  The  whole  thing 
is  distinct  in  my  mind.  It  was  a  large  man  that  paid  the  money,  but  I  do  not  know 
his  name.  Any  man  could  see  the  payment  of  the  money;  paid  it  ont  publicly;  had 
the  money  in  his  overcoat  pocket.  Every  time  they  voted  paid  it  oat  as  they  passed. 
I  saw  the  coin  three  times ;  don't  know  how  many  times  it  was  paid.  One  got  a  dime, 
one  a  quarter,  and  one  a  half  a  dollar.  I  was  standing  right  by  him.  He  thought  I 
was  one  of  the  gang;  that  I  was  in  the  ring.  I  did  nut  make  any  complaint;  no  use 
to  make  any;  yon  would  have  had  to  beat  somebody  up,  or  been  beat  up.  I  did  not 
ask  the  name  of  the  white  man  paying  out  the  money,  because  it  would  not  have  done 
any  good.  I  can't  say  whether  I  called  anyone's  attention  to  it.  I  did  not  know  at 
the  time  that  I  would  be  called.    Got  all  this  by  general  observation. 

Q.  I  understood  yon  to  say  that  the  man  who  pushed  Johnson  away  was  Mr. 
Prather? — A.  I  do  know  he  is  a  little  Jew.  Took  him  for  Prather  who  has  the  store 
on  Broad.  I  thought  it  was  him,  but  don't  know  that  it  was;  only  it  favored  hiro, 
and  I  thought  it  was  him.  I  am  not  positive  about  the  color  of  tile  tickets.  Could 
see  Black's  name  on  some.    They  had  different  colored  tickets. 

Q.  I  understood  yon  to  s%y  that  just  as  soon  an  they  voted  the  money  was  banded 
to  them? — A.  In  those  three  cases  it  was  handed  to  them  after  they  had  voted. 

Q.  You  are  positive  that  these  men  were  the  same  that  had  previously  voted? — A. 
I  am,  sir.  In  the  morning  I  watched  them  marching  in  wads.  I  do  not  know  bow 
long  they  were  in  making  the  three  rounds,  but  suppose  it  was  all  done  in  the  time 
I  stayed  at  the  polls ;  about  forty  or  fifty  minutes.  They  stayed  in  thene squads ;  stayed 
together  like  a  drove  of  sheep.*^  I  was  told  that  they  went  into  the  building,  and  was 
told  that  they  went  in  to  get  a  drink.  I  do  not  mean  that  they  stayed  at  the  window 
the  whole  time.  They  went  back  and  forth  from  window  to  window  without  break- 
ing the  crowd.  They  did  not  get  out  among  the  citizens  generally.  One  may  have 
left  or  something  like  that,  but  the  crowd  stayed  together.  I  followed  them  from  one 
window  to  the  others.  I  was  on  the  walk  that  runs  along  the  side  of  the  bnilding, 
and  they  were  in  the  little  alleyway.  I  spoke  to  several  about  this  crowd,  but  do  not 
recollect  the  names  of  the  people  that  I  was  acquainted  with  that  were  there.  I  could 
not  give  the  names  of  a  single  one  of  my  acquaintances  that  I  may  have  spoken  to 
about  that  matter  that  day,  though  there  was  a  good  many  of  them  there.  I  wrote 
the  nam«*s  in  a  book,  but  got  rid  of  it;  wrote  them  in  a  little  book  like  this.  That 
book  baa  been  lost.  I  threw  it  away  when  I  finished  with  it.  This  is  my  present 
memorandum  book  [showed  the  book] ;  it  has  no  date  in  it  that  I  recollect.'^  Here  is 
Mr.  Littleton's  order  for  bolts  of  last  year.  1  have  several  of  these  memorandum 
books.  I  may  have  this  same  book  that  1  wrote  the  names  in.  I  did  not  expect  to 
use  it ;  did  not  know  that  I  would  ever  use  the  book.  When  I  finish  them  they  go  like 
everything  else  in  Augusta,  in  a  mudhole.  I  have  no  grievance.  I  get  along  in  and 
through  this  world  as  well  as  any  poor  man.  I  have  work  and  do  it.  I  can  buy  any- 
thing in  reason  from  merchants  that  I  want.  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  man  or  ashamed 
to  meet  any  man.    I  am  not  a  voluntary  witness  here. 

Q.  Are  yon  a  member  of  the  A.  P.  A.  ? — A.  I  am  a  member  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  and  am 
proud  to  own  it.     I  never  heard  Dr.  Littleton  use  the  same  remark. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  vote  for  Mr.  Black  before  you  became  a  member  of  the  A.  P.  A.?— 
A.  I  voted  for  both  Major  Black  and  Tom  VVatson  before  I  ever  heard  of  the  order 
of  A.  P.  A.  I  belong  to  one  of  the  councils  in  Augusta  and  visit  the  others,  and  the 
sentiment  was  about  equally  divided  between  the  two  candidates.  Any  man  in  the 
order  can  vote  as  he  likes.  The  order  leaves  a  man  free  to  vote  for  whom  he  pleases. 
I  have  never  understood  it  as  a  political  organization.     We  did  not  run  candidates. 

(Counsel  for  contestant  objectis  to  the  questions  and  testimony  as  being  irrelevant.) 

I  think  there  was  a  candidate  of  the  A.  P.  A. 's  in  the  Second  Ward,  and  I  voted, 
certainly  voted  for  him.  I  picked  my  man  in  voting.  If  my  brother  was  run  for  an 
office  and  I  thought  the  other  man  a  bett>er  one  I  would  vote  for  the  other  man. 

Q.  That  is  no  answer  to  my  direct  question.  I  asked  why  it  was  that  the  A.  P.  A. 
had  a  political  candidate, if  not  a  political  organization? — A.  I  suppose  the  best 
answer  is  this,  a  member  can  run  for  council  and  we  vote  for  whom  we  please. 

Q.  Did  every  voter  in  this  ward  who  was  an  A.  P.  A.  vote  for  him? — A.  They 
didn't.    Didn't  vote  as  is  generally  thought.    I  know  of  A.  P.  A.'s  who  didn't  vote 
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for  him.  I  refuBe  to  give  their  names.  Will  not  answer  if  I  was  looked  up  on 
ucoaut  or  not.  My  pledge  is  not  to  tell  whether  yon  belong  to  the  A.  P.  A.  or  not; 
therefore  I  must  decline  to  give  the  names  of  those  who  were  A.  P.  A.'s  who  didn't 
TAte  for  the  A.  P.  A.  candidate  for  connoll. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  had  tamed  over  the  witness  to  the  counsel  for  contestant 
for  examination,  and  before  any  question  was  asked  the  witness  said  that  he  wonld 
go  to  jail  and  stay  six  months  before  he  wonld  break  his  sworn  obligation  to  the 
A.  F.  A.,  to  which  one  of  the  oontestee's  attorney's  desires  recorded  by  the  recorder, 
bat  to  which  the  counsel  for  contestant  most  serionsly  objects.) 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross,  counsel  for  contestant : 

There  was  no  instructions  by  the  A.  P.  A.,  as  an  organization,  to  support  any  polit- 
ical candidate  for  council  in  the  city  election.    I  mean  not  that  I  know  of. 

C.  W.  Broxtok. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  December,  1895. 

[SRAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

J.  J.  6R1BBLE,  sworn  for  contestant: 

I  reside  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  and  did  at  the  last  election.  J 
was  present  for  about  twenty  minutes,  probably;  I  did  not  take  out  my  watch  and 
time  myself.    Was  at  the  court-house,  or  the  Second  Ward,  I  believe. 

(4.  State  what  evidence  of  repeating  that  yon  saw  there  that  dav. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  accidentally,  but  on  purpose;  the  counseffor  the  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for 
Coagress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  aud  insisting  that  he  has  the 
right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regard- 
U«  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  I  came  up  on  the  west  side  of  the  building  and  turned  to  the  south  side  of  the 
bailding,  where  they  had  the  colored  box.  1  saw  Collins,  or  Mr.  Collins,  taking 
colored  men  towards  the  polls,  or  the  window.  As  the  men  wonld  go  back  he  woula 
pjiAii  his  hand  behind  his  back  as  if  giving  them  something.  I  could  not  see  exactly 
what  he  was  giving,  so  1  moved  6  feet  east  and  found  that  he  was  giving  them  bal- 
lots, or  a  paper  resembling  a  ballot.  Bryan  Lawrence  would  conduct  them  to  a  man 
ftanding  with  a  list  in  his  hand  in  a  doorway  right  around  the  comer.  They  wonld 
exchange  words,  what  I  do  not  know,  and  the  colored  man  would  walk  back,  Law- 
reooe  conducting  him.  Mr.  Collins  would  then  pass  them  towards  the  window ;  and 
then  be  came  l>ack,  and  he  would  again  pass  another  paper  behind  back  in  handing 
it  to  bim.  Every  time  a  man  came  from  the  window  he  wonld  pass  his  hand  behind 
his  back  aud  give  him  this  slip  of  paper.  The  man  would  go  back  to  the  man  with 
the  list  in  the  doorway,  have  another  conversation,  go  back  again  the  same  as  before. 
That's  the  extent  of  my  testimony. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  see  the  same  men  repeat  again  f 

(Connsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  accidentally,  but  on  purpose ;  the  counsel  ibr  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for 
Cooi^ress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the 
right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regard- 
leaa  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A  I  saw  one  man  go  back  three  or  four  times.  I  don't  know  him ;  he  had  a  light 
•ait  of  clothes  on,  and  by  that  I  reooguissed  him. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  there  besides  this  repoatingf — A.  There  was  a  crowd  of  eight 
or  ten  passing  to  and  fro  continually  at  the  time  I  was  standing  there.  They  were 
puuDg  to  and  fro  up  to  the  voting  place  or  box. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Lawrence  a  stout  gentleman? — A.  Mr.  Lawrence  is  a  medium-sized  man. 

Q.  For  whom  were  these  parties  voting? — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Q.  Under  whose  charge  was  the  voting  conducted? — A.  Those  two,  Collins  and 
Uwrenes.    I  do  not  know  to  what  political  party  either  belong  to. 

Cross-examined  by  BIr.  Cohen,  counsel  for  contestee : 

4.  Yon  are  an  officer  in  one  of  the  A.  P.  A.  oonncils,  are  yon  not? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
Tice-president  of  one  of  the  councils. 

Q.  Yon  voted  for  Mr.  Watson? — A.  I  refuse  to  answer  as  to  whom  I  voted  for  in 
tik«  Isst  election. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  propounded  the  same  question.  The  witness  said  he  pre- 
ferred not  to  answer  the  question.) 

^.  I  still  ineist  on  an  answer  to  the  question. 

(The  connael  for  contestant  and  the  recorder  asked  the  witness  to  answer  the 
^QMtion.) 

A.  I  still  decline  to  answer  the  question,  let  the  result  be  what  it  may. 

9*  ^^  you  vote  for  Major  Black  in  1895? — A.  I  decline  to  answer  the  question  as 
it  ia  tbe  same  question  asked  another  way. 
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Q.  Who  did  yon  vote  for  that  day  f  ~A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Catholics  or  Irish  were  recognized  as  supporters  of  Mr. 
Blickf 

(Counsel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  because  it  indicates  an  answer 
founded  on  opinion  and  not  upon  facts,  and  one  that  the  witness  can  not  possibly 
answer  unless  he  had  supernatural  power.) 

A.  I  don^t  know  that  that  was  a  fact. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  an  Irishman  or  Catholic  in  Richmond  County  who  was 
not  a  supporter  of  Major  Black f — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  Irishmen  or  Catholics  who  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  f — A.  I  do 
no  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Is  not  your  organization  opposed  to  the  Irish  in  politics  f 

(Counsel  for  contestant  objeets  to  the  question  as  irrelevant,  illeiral,  and  having 
nothing  to  do  with  the  issues  involved  in  this  contest.) 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  opposed  to  the  Catholics  in  politics? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  opposed  to  the  Irish  holding  office? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  to  the  Catholics? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  organization,  the  A.  P.  A.*s,  do  not  oppose 
Irishmen  or  Catholics  holding  office? — A.  No,  sir;  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Does  your  order  ever  support  Irishmen  or  Catholics  running  for  office? 

(Counsel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  as  irrelevant,  illegal,  and  having 
nothing  to  do  with  the  issues  involved  in  this  contest.) 

A.  A  man  who  is  a  member  is  at  liberty  to  vote  as  he  pleases. 

Q.  You  have  not  answered  my  question.  I  asked  yon  does  your  organization  ever 
sapport  Irishmen  or  Catholics  who  are  running  for  office? — A.  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  it.  We  have  never  opposed  anyone  for  office.  1  say  this,  and  am  vice- 
president  of  a  council. 

Q.  That  does  not  answer  the  question.  Does  your  order  ever  support  Irishmen  or 
Catholics  running  for  office? — A.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  members  voting, 
so  far  as  I  know ;  that  is  my  understanding  of  it. 

Q.  The  order  is  nonpolitical  ? — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  nominate  or  indorse  candidates? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q^  Nor  support  them  ? — A.  The  A.  P.  A.  does  not  support  any  one. 

Q.  Didn't  the  order  have  candidates  for  council  in  the  last  municipal  election?— 
A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  the  order  support  Mr.  Boswell  in  the  Second  Ward? — A.  We  had  no 
A.  P.  A.  candidate  in  the  field. 

Q.  You  did  not  put  a  candidate  in  the  field? — A.  We  did  not. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  agree  to  vote  for  any  candidate  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  A.  P.  A.'s  vote  for  Mr.  Foster? — A.  A  great  many  A.  P.  A/s  voted  for 
Mr.  Foster. 

Q.  Didn't  the  A.  P.  A.  have  a  candidate  in  the  Fourth  Ward? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Wasn't  Mr.  Lynch  an  A.  P.  A.  candidate? — A.  Lynch  was  not,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Didn't  Rev.  William  Dunbar  state  that  Mr.  Lynch  was  an  A.  P.  A.  candidate— 
and  in  a  card? — A.  If  Mr.  Dunbar  so  stated,  I  do  not  know  where  he  got^ii 
information. 

Q.  The  A.  P.  A.'s  do  not  go  into  politics? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  they  wonld  just  as  leave  have  an  Irishman  for  President,  governor, 
mayor,  or  councilman,  as  anybody  else;  would  not  oppose  them? — A.  Not  that  I 
know  of.    They  would  not  if  they  were  honest  men. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  voting  for  Mr.  Watson? — ^A.  Do  you  want  to  go  back 
to  the  old  point,  do  you?    I  decline  to  answer  that  question. 

Q.  How  long  nave  von  lived  in  Augusta? — A.  Between  eleven  and  twelve  years. 

Q.  Didyon  votein'l892?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
.    Q.  In  1894?— A.  In  1894  I  did  not  vote  at  all. 

Q.  Have  you  voted  for  Mr.  Black  since  you  joined  the  A.  P.  A.? — A.  I  decline  to 
answer. 

Q.  Mr.  Cribble,  to  whom  did  you  state  that  you  had  testimony  for  this  case? — A. 
I  have  expressed  my  opinion  to  several.  I  did  not  call  anyone's  attention  to  what  I 
8ftw  going  on ;  it  disgusted  nie. 

Q.  Had  you  voted? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  yon  vote? — A.  I  decline  to  answer.  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the 
negro  referred  to  with  light  clothes  on.  I  did  not  ^et  close  enough  to  hear  the  name. 
There  were  12  or  15  going  from  the  man  with  the  list  to  the  window  or  box.  I  was 
too  far  away  to  hear  the  names  called.  I  suppose  there  were  about  from  35  to  40 
around  the  polls.  It  was  about  11  o'clock.  Tnere  were  about  10  or  15  around  the 
man  with  the  list;  can't  say  how  many  were  in  the  yard ;  may  have  been  50  or  GO,  or 
less  or  more. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  they  vote? — A.  I  don*t  know. 
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Q.  What  was  the  color  of  the  ticket  they  voted  f~-A.  I  do  not  remember  the  color 
of  the  ticket  they  voted. 

Q.  What  was  the  color  of  the  ticket  that  yon  voted f — A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  Did  it  have  Black's  or  Watson's  name  on  itf — A.  I  decline  to  answer;  it's  the 
Mnie  old  question. 

Q.  Were  you  at  work  that  dayf — A.  I  was. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  from  yonr  work? — A.  I  don't  think  I  was  gone  over  forty- 
five  Diinutes  to  an  hoar. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  at  the  Second  Ward  polls? — A.  At  the  poHs  about  twentv 
miontes.  I  voted  at  the  First  Ward  and  came  by  the  Second  Ward  on  my  way  back 
to  my  work. 

Q.  For  whom  did  yon  vote  in  the  First  Ward? — A.  I  decline  to  answer  that 
question. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  the  First  Ward?— A.  Did  not  stay  over  eight  or  tea 
minates  at  the  First  Ward;  came  to  First  Ward  and  was  returning  to  my  work. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  when  voting?— A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

<j|.  How  long  did  you  remain  at  the  Second  Ward? — A.  1  loafed  around  about 
twenty  minutes.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  any  of  the  negroes  referred.  I  can  not 
•ay  for  whom  they  voted.  *  1  can  not  say  that  any  of  them  voted  more  than  once. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gnoss,  for  the  contestant: 

The  negroes  referred  to  went  up  to  the  window  more  than  once.  Am  sure  about 
the  man  with  light  clothes  on  going  up  more  than  once.  They  passed  to  and  from 
the  window  or  poUing  place.  They  were  in  charge  of  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Col- 
Hdr.    I  do  not  know  the  politics  of  these  gentlemen. 

J.  J.  Gkibblr. 

8wom  to  and  «ubi«cribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  December,  1895. 

[8KAL.]  Sam  T.  Pottb,  Jr. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  examination  of  this  witness  a  recess  was  taken  nntil  10 
ft.  m.y  December  20,  1895. 

8TATK  OF  Gkokgia,  JiichvMfid  County : 

At  the  CouRT-HorsK,  December  20,  1S95, 

Taking  of  testimony  began  at  10  a.  m. 

Appears  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. 

Appears  for  contestee,  J.  K.  Lamar,  esq.,  and  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

W.  C.  KdHLKE,  sworn  for  contestant: 

I  reside  in  Richmond  County,  and  did  on  the  day  of  the  special  election  for  Con- 
gressman. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  going  to  show  that  the  registration  list  for  that  special 
election  was  illegal? 

(Conusel  for  contest«e  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
pot  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  the  contestant  stating  that  it 
ii  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he 
bse  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer 
regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  I  was  up  at  the  Fourth  Ward  registration  office  during  six  days,  and  I  saw 
•eTeml  negroes  repeat  registrations.  One  ne^o,  with  a  scar  on  the  side  of  his  head» 
I  rseognized  when  he  came  back  the  second  time  by  that  scar.  As  far  as  the  election 
ii  coDcemed,  I  do  not  know  anything.  I  simply  went  to  the  polls  and  then  went 
back  to  my  place  of  business,  after  voting  at  the  First  Ward. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lamar,  for  contestee: 

Q.  How  did  it  happen  that  you  were  there  at  the  Fourth  Ward  registration  office 
■ix  days? — A.  I  was  sent  there  to  see  the  registration  by  citizens  of  Augusta,  and  I 
lude  a  list  of  the  negroes  who  registered  during  the  six  days  that  I  was  there. 

Q.  The  registration  did  not  last  as  long  as  ten  days  at  this  office? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
v»  there  only  six. 

<^.  Who  were  those  citizens  that  sent  you  there? — A.  (The  witness  declined  to 
•Mwer.) 

<).  To  what  party  did  they  belong? — A.  They  may  have  belonged  to  any  party; 
l^MDocratii,  Republicans,  or  ropulists. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  furnish  the  list  taken  ? — A.  1  will  not  answer  that. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  became  of  that  list? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

<j.  What  is  your  politics? — A.  I  have  never  voted  anything  but  the  Democratic 
ticket  so  far;  I  have  never  voted  any  other  ticket  in  my  life. 

Q.  Did  yon  vote  for  Mr.  Black  in  the  last  election  ? — A.  I  did  not  vote  for  Black  in 
tkis  election. 
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Q.  Were  yoa  a  registered  voter f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  tiie  city? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yuu  refrain  from  voting  on  pnrposef — A.  I  did  vote,  bat  I  voted  a  scratched 
ticket.  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  negro  with  a  scar.  I  am  certain  that  he 
registered  ouder  different  names.  The  first  time  he  registered  I  did  not  notice  him, 
and  did  not  notice  his  name  the  last  time.  I  woald  even  recognize  him  now  if  I  saw 
him.  I  can't  reco^ize  negroes  unless  they  have  some  special  mark  that  I  notice.  I 
do  not  know  that  that  negro  voted.  I  do  not  know  whether  his  name  was  stricken 
or  not  by  the  board  of  registration.  I  did  not  go  before  that  board.  I  knew  that 
the  matter  was  being  gotten  up  to  go  before  that  board.  I  went  to  take  a  list  of  those 
registering,  and  took  it  for  six  days.  I  was  to  take  the  name  and  parties  that  seemed 
to  be  suspicions,  mark  them,  and  then  these  parties  were  to  investigate  it.  I  knew 
that  the  registrution  board  was  sitting  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  re^s- 
tration  list.  I  did  not  go  before  that  board.  These  parties  for  whom  I  was  working 
did  not  have  me  summoned  before  that  board.  They  knew  that  I  had  been  up  there 
at  work. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross,  for  the  contestant: 

I  do  not  say  how  many  registered  more  than  once  whfle  I  was  there.  I  returned 
this  list  to  the  parties  that  had  me  employed.  To  my  own  knowledge  1  do  not  know 
that  it  went  before  the  board.  I  thiuK  that  the  list  was  not  purged.  I  do  not  know 
that  the  attempt  to  purge  the  list  was  a  failure  aud  met  with  opposition.  I  knew 
that  Mr.  Murphy  met  with  opposition  and  the  way  he  was  treated,  but  only  knew  it 
by  the  newspaper  reports. 

Q.  Was  not  every  effort,  so  far  as  you  know,  of  the  citizens  of  Augusta  to  purge 
the  list  of  illegally  registered  voters  side-tracked,  suppressed,  or  'withdrawn  after 
persuasion  f 

^Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  leading  questions,  it  not 
being  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  the  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for 
Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the 
rh^ht  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  rei^ardless 
of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  that  the  negro  with  the  scar  registered  more  than  once  f — A.  Yes, 
sir.  His  name  was  not  purged  from  the  list,  so  far  as  I  know,  I  do  not  know  what 
became  of  the  list  furnished  to  the  citizens.  I  was  never  called  before  the  board  to 
identify  it. 

Rebuttal  by  Mr.  Cohen,  for  the  contestee : 

Q.  In  whose  interest  did  you  remain  at  the  registration  office  in  the  Fourth  Ward  f— 
A.  I  refuse  to  answer  that.  I  did  not  vote  for  Black.  I  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Watson. 
I  am  an  A.  P.  A. 

W.  C.  KrHLKK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  December,  1895. 

[8KAL.]  Sam  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

().  P.  DOOLITTLE,  sworn  for  contestant: 

I  was  a  resident  of  Richmond  County  at  the  time  of  the  last  special  election  for 
Congressman,  on  October  2,  1895.     I  was  at  the  Second  and  First  wards. 

Q.  State  in  your  own  way  what  evidences  of  illegal  voting  you  saw  there  that  day  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  tnat  it  is  for 
Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the 
right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  mnst  answer  regardless 
or  the  i»rotest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Of  my  own  knowledge,  I  got  to  the  First  Ward  before  they  were  opened.  I  was 
there  when  the  polls  opened.  I  found  that  there  was  no  Populist  manager,  and  Mr. 
Zack  Keener  said  to  me  that  there  would  be  no  Populist  manager  there,  and  wanted 
to  know  if  I  could  qualify  to  be  manager.  1  told  him  1  could  not;  that  1  had  no  real 
estate ;  and  the  polls  opened  in  a  few  minutes  thereafter.  At  the  negro  and  white  box 
erowds  were  around  ready  to  vote.  They  went  to  voting  Just  as  soon  as  the  boxes  were 
opened.  I  stood  on  the  edge  of  the  sidewalk  till  the  white  box  got  so  that  I  oonld 
vote  with  leisure.  The  white  people  would  leave  as  soon  as  they  voted.  The  negroes 
would  vote  and  pass  into  an  alley  by  the  side  of  the  polling  jprecinct.  They  would 
then  come  out  and  vote  again.  They  were  lined  up  on  the  inside.  I  stooid  there 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours  and  looked  at  them  repeat.  Then  I  left 
and  went  to  the  shop  and  laid  down  awhile  to  rest,  as  1  had  been  and  was  sick  with 
broken -bone  fever.  When  I  got  down  there  it  was  a  little  after  12  o'clock.  I  found 
nobody  there  at  all.    I  did  not  see  the  manager  at  the  colored  box,  although  I  went 
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and  looked  in.  I  stayed  there  until  the  polls  closed.  The  last  man  to  vote  in  the 
white  box  was  a  Populist,  and  I  gave  him  a  ticket  myself;  he  had  been  waiting  to  get 
one.  I  left  there  and  came  to  the  coart-honse,  or  Second  Ward  polls.  I  stayed  here 
aboat  three-qaarters  of  an  hoar  or  an  hoiirf  and  foand  the  face  of  the  negroes  that 
voted  down  here  that  voted  at  the  First  Ward,  four  or  live  of  them.  I  left  and  went 
down  to  the  store.    That's  abont  all  that  I  know. 

Q.  In  (he  squads  that  you  saw  at  the  First  Ward,  how  many  were  there  f — A. 
Twenty-five  or  thirty. 

Q.  In  whose  charge  were  theyf — A.  They  were  in  charge  of  the  heelers. 

Q.  Who  were  theyf — ^A.  Sandy  Cohen,  and  a  young  fellow  by  the  name  of  Rawls^ 
snd  a  yoang  fellow  by  the  name  of  Rogers,  and  Bill  Nnnberger. 

Q.  Are  they  known  as  Democrate  and  supporters  of  Mr.  Black f — A.  Yes,  sir;  so 
^  as  I  know.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Cohen  voted  once  for  Mr.  Barrett,  but  I  am  not 
certain. 

Q.  They  condacted  the  operations  of  the  souadf — A.  Yes,  sir;  one  would  stand  at 
the  gate  and  open  and  shut  it.  As  they  would  vote  they  would  leave  the  window, 
pass  in  the  gate,  which  is  4  or  5  feet  from  the  window — I  don't  think  it  is  over 
that — and  as  one  wonld  vote  he  would  pass  in  till  the  whole  crowd  would  vote  around. 
And  they  wonld  line  them  up  in  the  yard — could  see  when  the  gate  would  be  opened 
that  they  were  getting  them  into  line — tiien  they  would  come  out  to  this  colored  box 
a^in  and  vote  again.  I  saw  that  done  two  or  three  times  by  the  same  gang  and 
then  I  left. 

(^.  Are  yon  positive  that  they  were  the  same  gang  that  you  saw  at  first? — ^A.  Yes^ 
air;  I  am  of  some  of  them. 

(^.  Yon  mean  the  majority  of  them? 

(Connsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for 
Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the 
ri^ht  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  witness  answering,  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  it» 
illegality.) 

A.  I  did  not  say  that  I  mean  a  majority  of  that  crowd,  but  I  do  know  several  of 
them  and  know  the  faces  of  them  when  I  see  them.  I  tried  to  get  their  names,  but 
they  gave  me  fietitions  names. 

<^.  Yon  are  now  alluding  to  yonr  previous  or  subsequent  acquaintance  with  the 
men,  are  yon? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  see  them  frequently  on  the  street  before  the  election 
and  since  the  election.  I  know  three  parte  of  the  negroes  of  the  city.  I  know  them 
when  I  see  them,  bnt  do  not  know  their  names. 

Q.  This  gang  of  25  or  30  voted  abont  three  times? — A.  I  said  that  they  had  come 
around  three  times;  they  had  already  voted  in  the  morning  with  the  crowd  at  the 
window  at  the  time  the  polls  opened,  and  after  that  I  took  notice  of  them. 

Q.  For  whom  did  this  crowd  vote? — A.  They  voted  for  Mr.  Black. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lamar,  for  the  contestee : 

<^.  Mr.  Doolittle,  you  did  not  mean  to  say  that  you  saw  the  tickets? — A.  Yes,  sirf 
leen  the  tickets  in  their  bands.  I  saw  some  of  the  tickets  and  had  one  in  my  hand. 
I  did  not  see  all,  but  they  were  the  same  color. 

(^.  If  yon  had  a  Black  ticket  in  your  hand  would  it  be  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
you  voted  for  Black? — A.  No,  sir;  it  would  not. 

y.  How  far  were  you  from  the  window  ? — A.  About  12  feet.  At  first,  as  fast  as  the 
whites  voted  the.y  left,  bnt  the  negroes  stayed  with  heelers. 

Q.  How  did  they  come  up  to  the  window  ? — A.  They  came  up  in  twos  and  twos  in 
crowds.    They  passed  me,  and  I  wonld  see  the  tickets  in  their  hands. 

Q.  How  many  with  tickets  did  you  read  as  they  passed  you? — A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber the  number.  The  balance  I  did  not  read.  I  could  not  see  the  name  on  all,  but 
thf'y  were  the  same  size  and  the  same  color.  I  only  read  Black's  name  on  several  of 
the  tickets.     The  balance  I  did  not  read ;  they  would  have  them  shut  up  and  closed. 

Q.  Those  that  you  did  not  read,  do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  who  the 
ticket  was  for? — A.  I  am  Just  as  confident.  I  could  not  say  as  to  each  and  every  one 
of  them,  bnt  I  say  this — no  Watson  negro  could  have  voted  in  that  crowd. 

(^.  That  is  a  conclusion  from  what  you  imagined  that  you  saw. — A.  They  lined 
them  up  on  the  inside  of  the  gate,  and  they  knew  who  they  were  going  to  vote  for 
before  they  came  out.  I  did  not  go  inside  the  gate.  I  never  made  no  effort ;  it  wonld 
bave  been  useless. 

(^.  Yon  say  there  was  only  25  or  30  negroes  around  the  polls? — A.  I  mean  in  this 
^ng.  There  were  several  scattered  off  at  a  distance.  I  do  not  believe  there  was- 
sore  than  25  or  30  negroes  who  did  all  the  voting.  There  was  more  on  the  opening 
than  ttiere  afterwards.  There  was  not  over  30  negroes  there.  That  was  all  the 
aeffoes  there  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  Abont  20  or  30  were  there,  and  the 
voting  was  all  done  by  this  crowd.  I  do  not  know  how  many  negroes  voted  up 
to  the  time  that  I  left.    Abont  700  voters  registered  in  the  ward,  all  told.    I  do  not 
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think  there  wm  more  than  7  niunes  left  on  the  list  that  was  not  voted.  Well,  I  find 
difficulty  in  recognizing  negroes  sometimes^  but  when  I  see  ue^^oes  and  come  in  con* 
tact  with  them  continually  in  business  and  business  transactions  I  recognize  them. 
I  do  not  know  their  names.  I  generally  recognize  them,  who  they  vote  for,  if  they 
ever  voted  before  me  before.  I  recognize  where  I  have  met  them  before,  or  where! 
have  had  dealings  with  them.  I  challenged  votes  in  other  elections,  and  these  things 
made  me  able  to  identify  one  negro  from  the  other.  I  meet  them  off  and  on  the  street, 
■and  recall  having  challenged  their  vote  at  the  preceding  election.  I  mean  that  1 
carry  in  my  mind  their  faces  from  one  election  to  the  other.  I  recognized  one  who 
had  a  bump  like  a  boil  under  bis  jaw  big  as  a  marble.  Another  I  told  by  his  being  a 
sort  of  ginger  cake,  who  wore  a  shirt  with  a  collar  sewed  on  to  the  shirt,  and  he  was 
the  boss  voter  of  them  all.  He  was  a  sort  of  mulatto.  Anybody  could  distinguif^h 
him. 

Q.  What  was  his  name? — A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  did  not  get  his  name.  I  did  get  the 
name  of  some,  but  they  were  not  their  right  names.  I  got  some  names.  I  think  these 
are  some  of  them :  Bussey  Lawton,  .lames  Gante,  Haiup  Mille^lge, .).  W.  Lewis,  and 
James  Ashley  These  were  some  in  that  gang  of  repeaters.  I  saw  them  vote  more 
than  once — two  or  three  times.  The  names  I  first  heard  were  fictitious.  I  asked  the 
voters  themselves  and  found  out  that  they  were  Hctitious  names.  The  way  1  got  those 
was  a  kind  of  detective  plan.  I  saw  them  talking  with  some  other  negro,  and  made 
it  convenient  to  wait  until  he  leit  the  negro  he  was  talking  to  and  would  nak  that 
negro  what  his  name  was.  Some  did  not  know  only  the  n'ont  name.  I  got  their 
names  since  the  last  election.  I  had  to  carry  their  faces  from  the  election  day.  I 
canght  them  talking  with  other  negroes,  and  after  they  had  parted  I  would  ask  this 
negro  his  name. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  got  what  you  think  are  the  correct  names  of  these  men  you 
claim  repeated  at  the  last  election  in  the  First  Ward,  and  you  claim  that  you  got 
them  since  that  election  from  other  negroes  with  whom  you  saw  them  in  conversa- 
tion. Was  it  not  necessary  to  carry  in  your  mind  the  faces  from  the  date  of  that  elec- 
tion to  the  time  that  you  got  the  namcM? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  can  pick  them  out  of  a 
crowd  if  they  were  here.  C;ould  not  say  how  many  of  them  I  could  pick  out.  I  am 
satisfied  of  8  or  10  that  I  could  ])ick  out  anywhere.  I  see  them  everywhere  and 
every  day  passing.     They  live  in  the  First  Ward,  most  of  them. 

Q.  Mr.  Doolittle.  for  whom  did  you  vote! — A.  Voted  for  Mr.  Watson,  every  time. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  been  challenging  for  Mr.  Watsou? — A.  Did  not  at  the  previ- 
ous election;  no,  sir;  it  was  not  necessary  at  all.  I  did  not  make  complaint  regard- 
ing this  repeating;  it  would  have  been  useless.  I  had  been  asked  to  be  manager  if 
I  could  qualify,  but  they  would  not  have  put  me  at  the  colored  box.  I  did  not  take 
any  memorandum  of  what  I  saw.  I  did  not  stay  there  to  be  a  witness  in  this  case. 
I  was  a  sick  man  that  day  and  had  to  go  and  lay  down.    I  stayed  just  to  see  the  fraud 

going  on.  I  knew  it  was  going  to  be  fraud;  saw  it  sticking  out.  I  am  a  friend  of 
[r.  Watson's.  Did  not  try  to  object,  because  I  knew  it  would  be  useless  fdr  me  to 
undertake  it.  I  received  a  note  the  evening  before  leading  me  to  believe  that  I 
would  be  done  bodily  harm  or  injury.  Would  not  keep  that  note;  it  was  signed  *'A 
friend,"  bnt  I  knew  it  did  not  amount  to  much  of  anything.  I  did  not  have  any 
altercation  at  the  poILs.  I  am  au  A.  P.  A.,  straightout.  1  have  voted  for  Mr.  Watson 
•every  time  he  has  ever  run.  I  do  know  the  name  of  several  A.  P.  A.'s  who  voted  for 
Mr.  Black. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross,  for  coutestee: 

Q.  From  what  you  saw  there  that  day,  would  you  say  it  would  have  been  safe  for 
a  negro  to  have  voted  the  Populist  ticket? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  leading  questioun,  not  being 
accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress 
"to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  (luestions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to 
Ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the 
protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  I  am  not  positive  that  he  would  have  been ;  believe  he  would  have  been  allowed 
to  vote,  but  not  openly  if  he  came  up  in  that  crowd. 

Q.  Was  the  repeating  all  in  plain  view  of  the  manasfers  and  their  observations  f 

(Counsel  for  coutestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is 
for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has 
the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer 
regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Was  it  done  immediately  under  their  supervision? 

(Counsel  for  coutestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it 
is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has 
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the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions^  and  that,  the  witness  mast  answer 
i«gar£es8  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  Were  they  all  Democrats  f — ^A.  No  Popnlists  acted  as  managers  or  clerks. 
The  white  people  voted  at  the  door — taken  a  paneling  ont  of  the  door  and  voted 
through  that — and  the  negroes  voted  through  the  window,  right  at  the  side  of  it. 

The  following  diagram  suggested  hy  the  drawing  of  the  witness : 


Broad  St 


Gate. 


Foils  in  an  old  store.     Window  and  door  and  a  window  by  the  alley. 

Rebuttal  by  Mr.  Lamar^  for  coutestee : 

(j.  Was  it  not  well  known  that  Irishmen  and  Catholics  were  supporters  of  Mr. 
Hlackf — ^A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  Irishman  or  Catholic 
that  voted  against  or  worked  against  Black.  The  A.  P.  A.  is  not  partisan.  I  have 
beard  of  Irishmen  who  were  members  of  the  A.  P.  A.  I  mean  IriHhmeu;  could  not 
My  that  they  were  Catholics  or  not.  The  A.  P.  A.  is  not  a  political  organization: 
we  have  no  candidates.  Some  of  the  candidates  in  the  late  city  election  were  looked 
upon  as  straight-out  A.  P.  A.,  I  reckon.  I  know  A.  P.  A.'s  who  did  not  vote  for  the 
accrt^ited  candidates.  Would  not  give  the  names  of  the  A.  P.  A.'s  who  voted 
agaiDSt  that  candidate.  Lynch  was  not  the  candidate  of  the  A.  P.  A.  unless  it  was 
done  in  that  ward.    The  A.  P.  A.  can  have  candidates  if  they  want  to. 

Q.  Do  you  not  readily  understand  that  the  A.  P.  A.  is  against  Catholios  and 
against  them  for  citizenship  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question,  it  being  illegal  and  not  pertinent 
to  the  issue  involved.) 

A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  belong  to  anything  that  persecutes  any  religion. 

^.  Counsel  for  contestee  repeats  the  question. — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't.  Not  to  the 
chnreh  at  all. 

<^.  Is  it  not  ft  teaching  of  the  A.  P.  A.  not  to  vote  for  and  to  oppose  Catholics  and 
foreign-bom  people  holding  office  in  America  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoii  know  whether  or  not  the  A.  P.  A.  teaches  that  the  most  serious  danger 
threatening  this  country  and  the  institutions  of  this  country  are  found  in  the  Catho- 
lics and  the  extent  to  which  they  are  in  politics? 

(Counsel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  as  indicating  an  answer  founded  on 
hcirsay,  ontside  t^tlk,  and  not  illustrating  the  issue  involved  in  the  controversy.) 

A.  No,  sir;  not  the  church,  the  Catholics  in  politics. 

Q.  Therefore  the  opposition  is  not  to  the  cbnrchf — A.  No,  sir. 

<j.  But  simply  to  the  individual  in  politicsf — ^A.  That's  right. 

<j.  Has  not  this  fact  created  a  great  deal  of  bitterness  between  Catholics  and  the 
A.  P.  A.? — A.  Not  with  me;  some  of  my  best  friends  are  CatholicH. 

(^.  la  not  that  peculiar  to  yonf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that's  about  the  way  of  all.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  other  A.  P.  A.'s  are  like  me  in  this  respect  or  not.  It  is  gen- 
erally looked  npon  and  understood  in  the  community  as  creating  bitterness,  but  I 
look  upon  this  as  ignorance. 

y.  That  sort  of  roeling  is  general,  is  itf — ^A.  I  believe  it  is. 

Q.  As  an  A.  P.  A.,  would  yon  vote  for  any  Catholic  for  office? 
Coaosel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  as  illegal,  unnecessary,  and  not 
pertinent  to  the  issne.) 

A.  I  refuse  to  answer  that  question. 

O.   P.   DOOLITTLE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  December,  1895. 

[«AL.]  Sam.  T.  PoTi'8,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Ga, 

A.  P.  DICKS,  sworn  for  contestant : 

I  reside  in  Richmond  Connty,  Ga.,  and  did  at  the  time  of  the  late  election  for 
Congressman. 
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Q.  State,  in  yoar  own  way,  any  illegal  registration  that  von  know  of. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  qnes- 
tions,  not  being  accidental,  but  on  pnrpose ;  counsel  for  contestant  statinff  that  it  is 
for  Cougress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  mat  he  has 
the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regard- 
less of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A .  It  has  been  so  long  that  I  am  not  as  well  acquainted  with  the  facts  now  as  at  that 
time.  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge,  without  being  prepared  to  prove  it,  that  there 
were  falne  registrations.  The  cases  that  I  can  remember  just  now  and  will  refer  to 
especially,  was  Jack  Moss,  son  of  King  Mobs,  and  Jim  Reynolds's  son.  In  both  in- 
stances the  fathers  appeared  personally  before  Mr.  Charlie  Bohler  and  asked  that  the 
names  of  their  boys  be  taken  from  the  registration  list;  that  they  had  been  heeled  in 
and  registered  falsely ;  that  they  were  not  over  20  years  old.  They  both  made  affi- 
davits in  my  presence  to  the  fact  and  they  were  presented  to  the  board  of  registrars. 
What  disposition  they  made  of  it  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  Another  case  was  that 
of  a  negro  woman  who  lives  on  East  Boundary.  I  can  not  think  of  her  name  at  pres- 
ent, it  uns  been  so  long,  and  she  came  personally  with  me  before  Mr.  Muse,  the  magis- 
trate, and  made  affidavit  that  her  son  had  been  persuaded  to  register  falsely  and  got 
a  dime  for  it.  Her  affidavit  was  presented  to  the  registrars.  I  know  of  frequent  cases 
of  attempted  illegal  registrations,  and  they  were  driven  from  the  registration  office. 
The  number  of  times  I  can  not  say  at  prenont.  I  should  say  about  twelve  by  Mr. 
Charles  Hohler,  (;rU8  Bohler,  and  Mr.  Steed,  durinir  the  stay  of  twenty -six  days,  as 
well  as  my  memory  serves  me.  There  were  a  number  of  assistants  in  the  office, 
and  I  do  not  remember  them  all.  The  gentlemen  mentioned  were  assistants  in  the 
office.  One  particular  case  I  will  refer  to.  There  was  a  negro  presented  himself  for 
registration — I  do  not  remember  his  name  at  this  time— and  Mr.  Bohler  asked  him 
if  ne  hadn't  registered  before.  The  negro  said  he  had  not,  and  Mr.  Bohler  then 
asked  him  where  he  lived.  He  replied  that  he  lived  on  Campbell  street.  Mr.  Bohler, 
on  further  questioning,  found  that  he  did  not  know  what  portion  of  Campbell.  He 
asked  him  if  he  lived  between  the  river  and  Broad  street,  near  Reynolds  or  Jones. 
He  said  he  did  not:  that  he  lived  opposite  side  of  the  street,  near  the  post-office,  on 
Campbell.  Mr.  Bonier  asked  his  number  and  he  said  it  was  220.  Mr.  Bohler  told 
him  that  would  not  do ;  to  go  back  and  get  his  right  number  and  he  would  register 
him.  The  negro  left  and  returned  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes,  and  said  he  lived  at  No.  4  Campbell  street.  Mr.  Bohler  refused  to  register 
him  at  all,  and  told  him  he  had  lied  about  his  address  and  he  would  not  register  him. 
I  walked  out  of  the  office  and  met  Judge  Eve  at  the  door  and  I  asked  him  if  I  oould 
use  the  police  to  arrest  a  negro  for  trying  to  register  falsely.  He  replied  that  it  was 
my  risk  to  attempt  to  arrest  the  negro  without  a  warrant;  that  I  would  first  have  to 
have  a  warrant  issued  to  make  the  arrest.  There  is  another  case  that  I  will  make 
mention  of.  There  was  a  negro  bo^'  came  in  the  office  to  register  and  Mr.  Gns  Bohler 
refused  to  register  the  negro,  telling  him  that  he  believed  that  he  had  registered 
before.  The  negro  contended  that  he  had  not  registered  before  and  would  bring 
proof  from  Mr.  Cashin  to  prove  he  hadn't  registered;  that  he  had  been  at  his  place 
of  business  all  the  time.  Mr.  Bohler  told  him  to  go  bring  a  note  to  that  effect,  and 
that  he  was  21  years  of  age,  and  he  would  register  him.  The  negro  went  out  and 
came  back  in  ten  minutes,  or  fifteen  at  the  most,  with  a  note.  He  handed  Mr.  (los 
Bohler  the  note.  Mr.  Bohler  looked  at  the  note  and  told  him  that  Mr.  Cashin  was 
not  the  author  of  that  note,  and  asked  him  if  he  would  wait  and  he  would  t«ee  Mr. 
Charlie.  He  asked  the  negro  to  remain  until  his  brother  came  in.  But  the  negro 
instead  of  doing  that  gave  the  whole  crowd  leg  bail.  I  followed  him  quite  a  dis- 
tance, but  could  not  catch  him. 

Q.  Judging  by  their  faces  and  the  special  marks  that  yon  noted,  about  how  many 
negroes  did  you  see  register  more  than  once  during  your  presence  at  the  registration 
office? — A.  While  I  am  on  my  oath,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  I  don't 
think  that  I  can  answer  definitely  how  many. 

Q.  Can  you  safely  say  how  many? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  registered  as  21  ? — ^A.  One  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
21-year-old  negroes  registered  during  the  twenty-six  days  that  I  was  at  the  court- 
house, but  the  office  was  open  some  time  before  I  came  to  it. 

Q.  Ilow  many  registered  from  the  same  number  and  street? — A..  The  highest  num- 
ber is  seven  times.  I  did  not  get  all  of  the  21-year-olds  myself.  They  were  gotten  in 
the  other  wards  by  my  agents. 

Q.  How  many  voters  registered  from  the  same  number  and  in  the  same  name? — 
A.  One  that  I  refer  to  registered  here  at  the  court-house  two  times  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge, and  registered  in  another  ward;  this  is  information  from  my  agent  in  the  other 
ward. 

Q.  All  told,  how  many  times  did  he  register? — A.  My  memory  does  not  serve  me 
now.    I  have  not  been  to  the  house  from  which  they  registered. 

Q.  Who  was  sent  there? — A.  I  would  have  to  refer  to  the  list  to  get  the  name  of 
the  party. 
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Q.  On  this  list  of  1,168  who  had  roistered  as  21,  was  it  taken  from  tho  official  list  f^ 
A.  Yes,  sir.  Understand  me  now,  m  part  it  was  taken  at  the  other  wards.  The 
offices  were  open  in  the  other  wards  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  a  portion  of  the  list 
was  taken  at  these  wards. 

Q.  Ahoat  what  proportion  of  the  list  did  yon  take  f— A.  Two-thirds  was  taken 
under  my  personal  sapervlsion.  In  every  case  they  had  Jnst  arrived  at  the  age  of 
21,  and  had  paid  no  taxes.  Those  were  questions  that  the  registrar  put  very  plainly 
to  sll  who  preeented  themselves  for  registration  and  he  was  very  oarefal  to  get  the 
proper  answers.  Those  boys  that  I  aUnded  to  were  put  on  the  list  of  registered 
Toters.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  on  the  list  made  out  by  the  board,  but  they 
were  not  taken  off  to  my  knowledge.  The  son  of  the  negro  woman  was  also  put  on 
the  list  and  so  far  as  I  know  it  was  not  taken  off.  There  was  an  effort  made  to  purge 
the  list.  I  presented  the  list  of  1,168  21-year-olds  that  had  been  registered  to  the 
board  personally. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  the  effort  to  have  the  list  purged  f — ^A.  I  did  not  remain 
there  personally,  myself. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  f — A.  After  presenting  the  list  I  remained  only  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes.  The  chairman  of  the  board,  Mr.  Sullivan,  told  me  he  would  get 
to  it  as  soon  as  he  could;  that  they  were  revising  the  list  then ;  that  it  was  moving 
season,  and  that  they  would  take  up  my  matter  as  soon  as  it  was  reached.  I  was 
never  sent  for  by  the  board,  nor  invited  to  be  present  at  any  of  their  meetings. 

Q.  I>o  yon  know  that  every  effort  of  the  citizens  to  have  the  list  purged  was  futile 
and  amounted  to  nothing  f — ^A.  The  efforts  to  pur^e  the  list  were  largely  discouraged 
and  amounted  to  nothing.  The  parties  in  question  that  we  asked  to  be  stricsen 
from  the  list  had  been  investigated  by  two  parties,  and  affidavits  given  to  the  facts. 
I  could  not  give  the  names  and  contents  of  these  unless  1  referred  to  the  lists. 

(Counsel  lor  eontestee  objects  to  the  continued  attempt  of  the  contestant's  counsel 
to  get  from  the  witness  evidence  patently  hearsay  and  admitted  to  be  such  by  the 
witness  himself,  and  also  to  the  contestant's  counsel  requiring  the  witness  to  tell  the 
eontents  of  a  written  affidavit;  and  also  the  contents  of  a  list  and  other  written 
doooments.) 

There  was  nothing  done  W  the  board  as  a  result  of  my  complaints.  I  did  not 
investigate  the  names  myself,  but  I  knew  that  they  had  been  investigated.  1  had 
charge  of  the  matter.  As  far  as  1  know  they  did  not  strike  any  of  the  1,168  21-year- 
olda.    I  was  not  present  at  the  polls  on  the  day  of  election. 

(j.  Who  were  active  in  registering  the  21-year-olds  f — A.  You  mean  the  heelers  f 
They  were  Pat  Brock,  Ed  Stone,  Mr.  Jim  Davis  Shannahan,  and  one  negro.  Josh 
Johnson.  There  were  two  parties  that  hauled  negroes  here  for  several  days.  I  was 
told  that  he  was  Tim  Bowles;  I  do  not  know.    I  do  not  know  him  personally. 

(^.  Were  these  parties  known  as  active  Democrats  and  supporters  of  Mr.  Black  f-^ 
A  Ves,  sir.  There  may  have  been  more,  but  I  do  not  remember  their  names  and 
will  not  try  to  ^ive  them.  They  were  very  active  in  registering  these  voters.  I  did 
not  personally  investigate  any  of  the  addresses  given  by  the  voters.  1  do  not  know 
of  my  own  knowledge  that  any  man  registered  twice,  only  by  marks  and  by  giving 
the  same  name,  residence,  two  or  three  times,  as  I  have  already  stated.  1  have  a  fuU 
list  of  the  registered  voters,  colored,  for  the  twenty-six  days  that  I  was  at  the  regis- 
tration office.  1  took  it  all  down  mvself.  1  do  not  recollect  the  number  of  names 
jost  at  this  time,  but  I  can  ascertain  by  reference  to  the  list.  I  do  not  know  approxi- 
mately how  many. 

(4,  There  was  an  organized  effort  on  the  part  of  citizens  to  have  the  registration 
list  purged,  was  there  notf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  That  effort  was  a  failure,  was  it  notf — A.  It  was.  I  do  not  know,  of  my  own 
knowledge,  why  the  promoters  abandoned  the  effort.  I  have  never  abandoned  try- 
ing to  have  a  fair  registration,  but  did  not  make  any  other  effort  at  that  time  because 
it  was  perfectly  useless,  so  far  as  1  could  see.  The  refusal  of  the  board  to  take  any 
^tion  because  of  the  want  of  time  to  go  any  further  is  one  reason  why  1  ceased  my 
'-fforts  at  that  time.  I  can  not  give  the  exact  words  they  used,  but  they  had  to  close 
the  list  in  time  to  have  it  printed  or  published  for  the  election.  They  were  here  at 
vork  till  that  time.     1  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  they  tried  to  or  not. 

(Counsel  for  eontestee  objects  to  any  and  all  evidence  whatever  which  seems  to 
inralidate  the  list  of  registered  voters  as  finally  prepared  and  passed  upon  by  the 
^ard  of  registrars,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
^a  in  18M,  the  eontestee  insisting  that  the  judgment  of  that  body  is  final  and  con- 
rlnsiTe  and  can  not  be  collaterally  attacked.) 

There  is  nothing  more  1  wish  to  state. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cohex,  counsel  for  eontestee : 

Q.  Mr.  Dicks,  your  province  was  to  take  down  those  who  presented  themselves  for 
^•Wration  f — A.  As  each  name  was  offered  or  voter  presented  himself  for  registra- 
foD  I  took  his  name  down ;  only  the  colored  voters.    1  did  not  take  down  the  whites 
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wbo  presented  themselvee  except  one  oi*  two  whites.     I  took  down  the  age,  resi- 
dence,  street^  and  number. 

Q.  Who  was  the  clerk? — ^A.  Mr.  Charles  Bohler.  He  had  a  couple  of  clerks.  H« 
had  two  clerks  that  I  know,  and  they  were  Mr.  Gus  Bobler  and  Mr.  Steed. 

Q.  How  long  were  yon  stationed  at  the  office  f — A.  I  was  there  twenty -six  days. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  good  chance  to  Judge  of  the  conduct  of  these  ment — A.  I  did. 
As  far  as  I  could  see  tne^  acted  perfectly  fair. 

Q.  What  are  their  politics  t — A.  I  suppose  that  they  are  Democrats.  These  gentle- 
men were  fair^  as  fair  as  possible.  I  gave  Mr.  Bobler  a  certificate  of  the  fairness  of 
the  conducting  of  the  registration,  f  have  nothing  to  say  against  Mr.  Bohler  or  his 
.conduct  of  the  office. 

Q.  After  you  took  the  names  down  in  your  book,  Mr.  Dicks,  that  is  all  that  yon  did; 
you  did  not  go  to  ferret  out  the  replies  as  tnie  or  not,  did  youf — A.  Not  myself;  I 
did  not.  All  that  I  know  is  that  I  took  down  the  list  of  the  negroes  that  registered. 
I  did  not  investigate  any  myself.  I  only  judged  that  the  sapie  men  repeated  regis- 
trations by  the  way  that  I  have  already  stated.  I  do  not  sw^ear  that  any  one  man 
registered  more  than  once,  only  in  the  manner  that  I  have  stated,  by  features,  and 
face,  and  dress,  and  marks  that  distinguished  them. 

Q.  Where  was  the  registration  place* — A.  The  registration  window  was  in  the  tax 
collector's  office  at  the  court-house,  in  the  city  of  Augusta.  For  a  week  or  ten  days 
other  offices  were  opened  up.  There  were  three  besides  the  one  at  the  court-honse. 
In  the  city  I  did  not  go  to  the  other  offices.  I  remained  at  the  court-house.  The 
knowledge  gotten  from  the  other  offices  is  only  hearsay,  but  that  at  the  coort-houae 
was  taken  by  me. 

Q.  How  many  negroes  in  this  county  t— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  How  many  21-year-old  voters  did  you  say  you  hadf — ^A.  I  had  1,168  names  of 
negroes  who  registered  as  21  years  of  age,  and  two-thirds  of  them  registered  at  the 
court-house  io  my  presence.    They  were  just  21  or  would  be  before  the  election. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  you  were  not  mistaken  t — ^A.  I  am  positive  about  that. 

Q.  Did  they  pay  any  taxes  t — ^A.  I  would  not  be  positive  as  to  say  if  they  paid  any 
taxes. 

Q.  Why  did  yon  take  their  names t — A.  Simply  took  their  names  to  see  if  there 
would  be  anything  wrong  with  them,  and  when  at  all  doubtful  I  would  especially 
mark  the  name. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  that  some  of  those  that  you  took  as  registering  as  21  did  not 
register  as  22 1 — A.  If  they  gave  their  age  as  21,  they  did  not  give  it  at  22.  I  only 
know  what  they  guve  in.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  not  or  were  21.  I  was  not 
at  their  birth.    I  onlv  know  that  they  professed  to  be  21. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  those  who  were  22  from  April  of  this  year  came  under  the 
age  of  21 1 — A.  I  did  not.  I  do  know  that  the  law  requires  them  to  tell  their  age, 
and  that  the  Fourth  of  Julv  and  Christmas  Day  seemed  to  be  the  favorite  birthday. 

Q.  Did  you  votef— A.  I  did. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  votet — ^A.  1  decline  to  answer  the  question  as  to  whom  I 
▼oted  for. 

(The  recorder  and  counsel  for  contestant  requested  the  witness  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion.   The  witness  still  declined  to  answer  the  question.) 

Q.  Of  course  you  voted  for  Mr.  Black? — A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  a  colored  ticket? — A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  What  was  on  the  ticket? — A.  I  decline  to  answer  the  question. 

(The  counsel  for  contestee  appeals  to  the  recorder  or  commissioner  to  require  the 
witness  to  answer  the  question  as  to  whom  he  voted  for.  The  counsel  for  contestant 
advised  the  commissioner  that  he  was  powerless  to  make  the  witness  answer  a  ques- 
tion that  witness  did  not  care  to  answer.) 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  taking  of  testimony  ceased,  and  a 
recess  was  taken  until  Monday,  December  23,  at  10  a.  m. 

fiTATK  OF  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

At  the  Court-House,  December  tS^  1895. 

Taking  of  testimony  began  at  10  a.  m. 

Appears  for  contestant :  John  T.  West,  esq. 

Appears  for  contestee:  C.  Henry  Cohen,  esq.,  and  Boy  kin  Wright,  esq. 

A.  P.  DICKS  still  on  the  stand. 

Cross-examination  continued  by  Mr.  Cohen.    Witness  answered  as  follows : 

Q.  Mr.  Dicks,  yon  stated  that  you  declined  to  sav  who  you  voted  for.  What  ticket 
did  you  vote? — A.  I  decline  to  say  what  ticket,  the  Democratic  or  Populist,  that  I 
▼oted. 

Q.  Were  yon  working  during  the  registration  of  voters  in  the  interest  of  the  Pop- 
ulists?— A.  I  was  not. 
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Q.  Were  yoa  workins  in  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party? — ^A.  Iwaenot. 
The  witness  here  handea  the  connsel  of  the  contestee  a  copy  of  the  Southern  Eagle 
of  the  date  of  December  19,  marked,  with  the  statement,  **  That's  the  interest  I  was 
in."    The  portion  referred  to  was  as  follows: 

PLATFORM  OF  THB  AMBRICAN  PROTECTIVE  ASSOCIATION. 

1.  Loyalty  to  true  Americanism,  which  knows  neither  birthplace,  race,  creed,  nor 
party,  is  the  first  requisite  for  membership  in  the  American  Protective  Association. 

2.  The  American  Protective  Association  is  not  a  political  partv  and  does  not  control 
tue  political  affiliation  of  its  members,  but  it  teaches  them  to  be  intensely  active  in 
the  discharffe  of  their  political  duties  in  or  out  of  party  lines,  because  it  believes 
that  all  the'problems  oonAronting  our  people  will  best  be  solved  by  a  conscientious 
discbarge  of  the  duties  of  citizenship  by  every  individual. 

3.  While  tolerant  of  all  creeds,  it  holds  that  subjection  to,  and  support  of,  anv 
ecclesiastical  power  not  created  and  controlled  by  American  citizens,  and  which 
claims  equal  ii  not  greater  sovereignty  than  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  is  irreoonoilable  with  American  citizenship.  It  is,  therefore,  opposed  to 
the  holding  of  offices  in  National,  State,  or  municipal  Government  by  any  subject  or 
•opporter  of  such  ecclesiastical  power. 

I.  We  uphold  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  no  portion  of 
it  more  than  its  guaranty  of  religious  liberty,  but  we  hold  this  religious  liberty  to 
be  guaranteed  to  the  individual  and  not  to  mean  that  under  its  protection  any 
on- American  ecoleaiastical  power  can  claim  absolute  control  over  the  education  of 
children  growing  up  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

5.  We  consider  the  iionsectarian  free  public  school,  the  bulwark  of  American  insti- 
totions,  the  beat  place  for  the  education  of  American  children.  To  keep  them  as 
•aeh,  we  protest  against  the  employment  of  subjects  of  any  un-American  ecclesiatioi^ 
power  as  officers  or  teachers  of  our  public  schools. 

6.  We  condemn  the  support  out  of  the  public  Treasury  by  direct  appropriation  or 
by  contract  of  any  sectarian  school,  reformatory^  or  other  institution  not  owned  and 
controlled  by  the  public  authority. 

7.  Believing  that  exemption  from  taxation  is  equivalent  to  a  grant  of  public  funds, 
we  demand  that  no  real  or  personal  property  be  exempt  from  taxation  the  title  to 
which  is  not  vested  in  the  I^ational  Government  or  in  any  of  their  subdivisions. 

8.  We  protest  against  the  enlistment  in  the  United  States  Army  or  Navy,  or  the 
militia  of  any  State,  of  any  person  not  an  actual  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

9.  We  demand  for  the  protection  of  our  citizen  laborers  the  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  pauper  labor  and  the  restriction  of  all  immigration  to  persons  who  can 
show  their  ability  and  honest  intention  to  become  self-supporting  American  citizens. 

10.  We  demand  the  change  of  the  national  naturalization  laws  by  a  repeal  of  the 
set  authorizing  the  naturalization  of  minors  without  a  previous  declaration  of  inten- 
tion, and  by  providing  that  no  aliens  shall  be  naturalized  or  permitted  to  vote  in  any 
State  of  the  Union  who  can  not  speak  the  language  of  the  land,  and  who  pan  not 
prove  seven  years'  continuous  resiaence  in  this  country  from  the  date  of  his  declara- 
tion of  intention. 

II.  We  protest  i^ainst  the  groes  negligence  and  laxity  with  which  the  judiciary 
of  our  land  administer  the  present  naturalization  laws,  and  against  the  practice  of 
naturalizing  aliens  at  the  expense  of  committees  or  candidates,  as  the  most  prolific 
•oarce  of  the  present  prostitution  of  American  citizenship  to  the  basest  uses. 

V2.  We  demand  that  all  hospitals,  asylums,  reformatories,  or  other  institutions  in 
which  people  are  under  restraint,  be  at  all  times  subject  to  public  inspection,  whether 
they  are  maintained  by  the  public  or  by  private  corporations  or  indlvidualis. 

13.  We  demand  that  all  national  or  State  legislation  aftecting  financial,  commercial, 
or  industrial  interests  be  general  in  character  and  in  no  instance  in  favor  of  any  one 
section  of  the  country  or  any  one  class  of  people." 

Q.  You  are  an  officer  in  the  A.  P.  A.  t — A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Mr.  Dicks,  yon  are  familiar  with  the  platform  of  the  party,  as  much  so  as  men 
ue  familiar  with  tbeir  party  platforms  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  addressed  a  communication  to  Mr.  Watson? — ^A.  I  understand  so;  it  is 
hearsay. 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  general  understanding  that  a  communication  was  addressed  to 
him?— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  the  understanding. 

Q.  Mr.  Dicks,  wasn't  it  generally  understood  that  the  Irish  or  Catholics  were  for 
Hr.  Black  f — A.  It  was  considered  that  the  executive  board  of  the  Democratic  party 
of  thi«  county  was  principally  composed  of  Catholics  or  Irish. 

Q.  Was  it  not  understood  that  the  Irish  vote  was  for  Mr.  Black! — ^A.  Yes, sir;  I 
think  it  waa. 

Q.  U  it  not  one  of  the  principles  of  your  order  that  they  are  opposed  to  the  Irish 
<i?Cstholic9  in  politics? — A.  Not  to  the  Irish,  but  to  the  Catholics. 
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Q.  Did  not  the  A.  P.  A.  vote  for  Mr.  Black  t — A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  Do  yon  know  any  A.  P.  A's  that  voted  for  Mr.  Black f — ^A.  I  do;  I  do  know 
A.  P.  A's  that  voted  for  Watnon ;  will  not  give  names  nnlees  the  law  forces  me  to  do  it 

Redirect  by  Mr.  West,  for  contestant : 

Q.  Mr.  Dicks,  do  you  know  what  Mr.  Watson  wrote  in  connection  with  those 
inqnlriest — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  say;  could  not  repeat  the  answers. 

Q.  Mr.  Dicks,  I  wish  to  ask  yon  were  those  questions  about  certain  questions  of 
public  interest,  or  whether  it  was  his  indorsing  the  A.  P.  A.  t — ^A.  He  only  replied  to 
questions  as  an  American  citizen,  not  as  an  A.  P.  A. ;  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes  he 
is  not  an  A.  P.  A. ;  the  questions  were  on  public  questions,  soliciting  his  views;  I  do 
not  fully  know  what  was  his  replies ;  I  certainly  know  A.  P.  A's  wno  voted  for  Mr. 
Black.  The  order  is  not  binding  on  a  man  in  any  way  as  to  voting  for  Democrats  or 
Populists. 

Mr.  Dicks,  I  want  to  know  whether  the  order  requires  the  member  to  vote  for  any 
particular  party? — A.  It  does  not,  provided  he  is  a  true  American  citizen. 

Q.  Are  toe  individual  members  composed  of  any  one  political  party — ^like  the 
Populists,  Republicans,  or  Democrats  f — A.  No,  sir ;  it  is  composed  of  dmerent  parties; 
it  onlyexcludes  those  who  are  or  have  been  Roman  Catholics. 
.    Q.  Were  you  at  the  polls  on  the  day  of  election f — ^A.  Only  a  few  moments;  I  do 
not  know  the  managers. 

Rebuttal  by  Mr.  Cohen,  for  contestee : 

Q.  Mr.  Dicks,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Watson  wae  not  an  A.  P.  A. — A.  As 
far  as  I  know,  he  is  not;  if  I  knew  of  my  own  knowledge  that  he  is  an  A.  P.  A.,  I 
could  not  tell  that  I  knew.  '^ 

Q.  Mr.  Dicks,  yon  have  been  frank  in  your  answers.  Is  not  one  of  the  principles 
of  your  order  opposition  to  the  Catholics? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  one  of  the  principles  of  your  order  that  you  must  not  vote  for  a  Catholic 
for  office? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  means  that  a  Catholic  can  not  be  a  true  American  citizen,  does  it  not? — A.  I 
do  not  think  he  can  be  a  true  American  citizen. 

Q.  What  is  a  true  American  citizen?— A.  You  will  find  that  in  that  platform.  A 
true  American  citizen  would  be  a  man  who  would  always  submit  to  the  Gk>vemment 
of  the  United  States  and  never  denounce  the  American  flag. 

Q.  Did  the  Catholics  ever  denounce  the  American  flag? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Give  us  an  example? — A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  do  that.  Give  me  time  and  I 
can  produce  the  facts  of  where  the  Catholic  citizens  of  America  denounced  the  Amer- 
ican flas.  They  have  refused  to  allow  the  flag  of  the  country  to  be  on  the  coffin  of 
a  child  being  buried  with  military  honors  and  would  not  allow  the  flag  carried  into 
their  church. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  instance  where  Catholics  have  denounced  the  flag? — A.  The 
only  one  that  I  have  at  hand  at  present. 

Q.  Did  they  denounce  the  fla?  because  the  church  rules  might  not  have  permitted 
the  flag  to  be  brought  into  the  church  during  a  solemn  ceremony  ? — A.  I  do,  to  some 
extent. 

Q.  Mr.  Dicks,  are  you  opposed  to  the  Catholics  and  Irish? — A.  To  the  Catholics 
and  not  the  Irish.    A  good  many  Irish  are  not  Catholics. 

Q.  Is  the  Southern  £agle  the  organ  of  the  A.  P.  A.  ? — A.  It  is  the  local  organ. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  only  organ  in  the  city? — A.  As  far  as  I  know,  it  is. 

Re-rebuttal  by  Mr.  West,  for  contestant : 

Q.  Is  it  the  official  organ  or  the  independent  organ? — ^A.  It  is  the  official  organ 
supporting  the  doctrines  of  the  organization.  It  is  controlled  by  the  A.  P.  A.,  of 
Augusta,  but  this  is  hearsay. 

Witness  desires  to  change  his  statement  as  to  the  Southern  Eagle  being  the  organ 
of  the  A.  P.  A.,  it  not  being  the  organ. 

A.  P.  Dicks. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  27th  day  of  December,  1895. 

[SEAL.]  Sam  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public^  Richmond  County,  Ga, 

W.  R.  LITTLETON,  sworn  for  contestant: 

I  reside  in  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia,  at  616  Broad  street.  I  have  lived 
here  in  the  city  three  years. 

Q.  Did  you  have  occasion  to  investigate  any  of  the  so-called  registered  voters 
that  were  furnished  you  that  registered  for  the  last  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  answer  on  the  ground  of  being  hearsay  in  so 
far  that  the  party  he  was  asked  to  investigate,  as  to  whether  they  were  registered 
or  not.) 
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Q.  Did  yoa  make  a  memorandnm  of  the  inveBti^ationfi  that  yon  made  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  refer  to  that  memorandum  and  giye  us  the  results  f — A.  We  started 
oot  and  investigated  the  names  on  Railroad  street;  investigated  the  name  of  W.  A. 
Alexander,  and  saw  him ;  I  asked  him  how  old  he  was,  and  he  said  he  was  34  years 
of  age;  I  asked  him  if  he  had  registered,  and  he  said  no,  hut  that  Shanahan  and 
Josh  Johnson,  a  mulatto,  came  out  there  to  get  him  to  register,  and  that  they  had 
Tisited  him  some  two  or  three  times  and  offered  him  money  to  go  and  register. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  on  the  ground  that  the  statement 
being  mere  hearsay  and  utterly  illegal,  is  loose  matter  of  opinion.) 

Q.  What  was  his  residence? — A.  Seven  hundred  and  twenty  Railroad  street. 

Q.  How  old  did  he  look  to  bet — A.  He  looked  as  old  as  he  said  he  was. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  answer  on  the  ground  that  it  is  mere  loose 
opinion.) 

He  was  sick  at  the  time  that  I  called  on  him ;  if  he  had  been  disposed,  he  could 
not  have  gone  out  to  register.    He  is  registered  as  22  on  the  list  given  me. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  swearing  as  how  this  man  was  regis- 
tered and  as  to  his  age,  given  at  the  time  of  the  registration,  this  witness  not  being 
present  at  the  time  of  the  registration,  and  knowing  absolutely  nothing  about  what 
he  is  swearing  to.) 

The  next  man  was  James  Martin,  registered  as  21,  residence,  5S8  Lewis  street. 
This  man  had  been  dead  at  the  time,  three  years ;  his  wife  said  so. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  tne  foregoing  testimony  as  loose  hearsay;  totally 
illegal,  nnreliable^  and  a  farce  upon  legal  testimony.) 

Q.  Could  you  nnd  any  such  person? — A.  No,  sir;  and  no  party  knew  of  him 
except  as  being  dead  three  years.  The  next  man  was  W.  M.  Stovall,  at  the  same 
residence;  he  had  married  the  widow  of  James  Martin;  he  registered  as  22. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  on  the  ground  of  it  all  beins  hear- 
aar;  this  witness  knowing  nothing,  either  as  to  the  registration,  the  age,  or  Ae  resi- 
dence, except  what  he  was  told  by  another.) 

I  asked  him  how  old  he  was,  and  he  said  he  was  24  years  of  age;  I  asked  him  if  he 
had  registered,  and  he  said  he  had  registered  as  22;  1  asked  him  why  he  had  not 
registered  as  24;  he  said  he  owed  taxes,  I  think. 

(Coansel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  statement  as  being  likewise 
hearsay.) 

The  next  was  Dennis  Fnllerton ;  age,  21 ;  residence,  538  Lewis  street. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  the  grounds  that  the  names  have  been  i\irnished 
him  by  some  third  party,  and  concerning  which  the  witness  knew  nothing,  and 
that  same  is  hearsay.) 

He  had  been  gone  to  New  York  for  over  one  year.  I  am  swearing  by  what  the  neigh- 
bors told  me;  f  made  inquiries  about  it;  I  could  not  find  him  around  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  address  given.  Investigated  Shade  Lewis,  who  registered  as  21 ;  resi- 
dence, 23  Lewis  street;  he  was  30  years  old.  This  is  more  hearsay;  his  wife  said  so, 
tailing  up  a  half  dozen  children  and  said  the  eldest  was  about  eleven  years  old.  I 
did  not  see  the  man.  • 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  testimony  as  beinjr  hearsay.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Jim  Ellis,  who  registered  as  22,  residence  ^  Lewis 
street.  I  could  not  find  him  on  inquiry.  1  could  not  find  him  or  anybody  that  knew 
bim.  I  did  not  ask  who  lived  there.  I  mean  that  we  did  not  find  him.  I  don't 
mnember  whether  we  found  anybody  living  there  or  not.  Made  inquiries  of  several 
▼ho  were  living  on  the  street  that  I  came  in  contact  with. 

Investigated  the  name  of  Peter  Smith,  age  22,  residence  527  Lewis  street.  He  was 
not  St  home,  and  had  not  been  for  six  months,  so  his  daughter  told  him. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  object^  to  that  portion  of  the  testimony  as  to  what  his 
daii|htflr  said,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  hearsay.) 

I  aid  not  see  anyone  else.  His  daughter  said  she  was  32  years  of  age.  She  looked 
tobethatold. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  being  mere  loose  opinion.) 

I  asked  her  how  old  her  lather  was,  and  she  said  he  was  between  55  and  60  years  of 
Me,  and  had  been  on  the  Georgia  Railroad  for  six  months,  in  Warren  County. 

loTsstigated  the  name  of  Wilson  Redfield,  who  registered  as  22,  residence  three 
doors  below  Twiggs  street.  Those  who  knew  him  said  he  was  30  years  of  age.  I  did 
Bfit  see  him  at  aU. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  hearsay.) 

We  found  where  he  lived.    He  lived  on  Lewis  street,  at  542. 

Investigated  the  name  of  Lee  Fresco tt,  who  registered  as  21,  at  724  Lewis  street, 
leoald  not  find  this  man.  I  went  to  724  and  found  some  negro  women  there.  They 
Mid  no  such  negro  ever  lived  there  or  in  the  neighborhood. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objecte  to  that  portion  of  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  negro 
votnen  said  as  being  hearsay  and  inadmissible.) 

Inrestigated  the  name  of  Jim  Wilkinson,  who  registered  as  21  vears  of  age — did 
not  giro  his  number— on  Antony  street.    His  parents  said  he  was  only  18  years  of  age. 
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(Connsel  for  contestoe  objects  to  that  portion  of  the  testimony  as  to  what  the 
parent  said  as  being  hearsay.) 

I  did  not  see  the  Doy. 

Investigated  the  name  of  Steve  Bowman,  who  registered  as  21  years  old,  residence 
21  Sherman  street.  There  is  no  snch  number.  He  registered  as  21,  and  we  went  to  20 
and  asked  for  21,  and  was  pointed  to  a  vacant  lot  across  the  street.  I  learned  thst 
he  was  dead.  He  was  electrocuted  by  getting  tangled  np  in  a  wire  before  the  regis- 
tration.   That  was  what  the  negroes  told  me. 

That's  all  I  know  about  it.    I  did  not  go  before  the  board  of  registrars. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Wright,  for  oontestee : 

Q.  How  did  yon  come  to  make  this  investigation f — A.  Being  interested — as  all 
gooid  citizens  should  be — in  a  fair  registration,  afber  this  list  was  handed  to  me,  I 
agreed  to  go  out  and  look  after  them. 

Q.  Who  gave  yon  the  listt — A.  They  were  sent  to  me  by — ^I  do  not  know  who — ^bat 
I  supposed.    The  list  was  sent  to  me  and  I  went  on  and  looked  them  up. 

Q.  Who  handed  yon  the  listt — A.  I  think  Mr.  George  Murphy  handed  me  the  list. 

Q.  Were  you  paid  anything  for  your  services t — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  work  that  way 
in  a  matter  that  the  country  is  interested  in. 

Q.  Are  you  an  A.  P.  A.  f — ^A.  I  am. 

Q.  Were  you  working  in  the  interest  of  the  A.  P.  A.  at  that  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  vote  forf — ^A.  I  voted  for  Tom  Watson. 

Q.  Was  anyone  with  you  when  you  went  out  in  search  of  these  negroes? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  afoot  or  horseback? — A.  I  went  afoot. 

Q.  Davtime  or  nighttime?— A.  Daytime. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  the  negroes  who  yon  were?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  notes  while  they  talked  to  von? — A.  Yes;  I  made  notes  while 
they  talked.  I  did  not  tsike  down  all  that  they  said ;  only  took  down  what  I  thought 
was  correct. 

Q.  Well,  what  right  did  you  have  to  discriminate  as  to  what  was  correct  and  what 
was  incorrect? — ^A.  I  had  a  right  to  make  a  discrimination  as  to  what  was  right,  and 
I  just  thought  I  had  the  right. 

Q.  Then  you  accepted  some  thiujg^s  and  rejected  some  things? — ^A.  Yes;  I  did. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  in  investigating  these  names  ? — ^A.  I  was  a  day. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  undertake  to  go  back  the  next  day  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  did  you  make  it? — A.  Went  out  in  the  morning  aod 
looked  after  the  matter  till  a  couple  of  hours  by  sun  in  the  evening. 

Q.  You  told  tliese  negroes  that  yon  were  not  an  officer,  didn't  you? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Don't  you  kuow  that  they  asked  you  if  you  were  an  officer  and  what  you  wanted 
with  this  information? — A.  No;  they  did  not. 

Q.  The  men  mostly  were  at  work,  I  suppose,  and  you  saw  the  negro  women 
chiefly? — ^A.  I  saw  very  few  of  the  men;  I  guess  so. 

Q.  ^ost  of  your  information  culled  from  the  negro  women,  was  it  not? — ^Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  went  back  after  working  hours  to  verify  your  information  of  the 
negro  men? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  went  out  but  once. 

Q.  You  don't  know  if  anyone  of  these  parties  vote<l  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  all  the  children  of  that  Lewis  woman  were  the  children  of 
Lewis  or  some  other  man? — A.  Do  not;  I  have  Just  got  her  word  for  it,  and  guess 
she  is  the  best  judge. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  you  asked  about  Jim  Lewis? — A.  Didn't  ask  the  name;  it  was 
a  colored  woman. 

Q.  Where  was  this  negro  woman? — A.  She  was  at  237  Lewis  street. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  in  your  direct  that  you  found  no  one  at  237  Lewis  street? — A. 
I  think  I  did  say  so. 

Q.  Which  is  correct? — A.  I  think  my  first  statement  is  correct,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  kuow  whether  the  woman  yon  talked  to  at  527  Lewis  street  was  the 
daughter  of  Smith,  except  from  what  she  told  you? — A.  That's  all,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  there  was  a  Peter  Smith  that  lived  on  Lewis  street,  a  young 
man — colored  man  ? — ^A.  No ;  I  do  not  know  any  but  this  name,  and  there  was  no 
young  man,  they  told  me. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  Will  Redfield  yourself,  did  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  have  seen  hira,  have  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Someone  told  you  he  w>s  30  years  old? — A.  A  woman  said  he  waa  30  years  old; 
I  did  not  ask  her  name. 

Q.  All  that  you  know,  then,  as  to  the  existence  of  Will  Redfield,  or  his  age,  or  con- 
dition, or  color,  was  what  yon  learned  ft*om  this  unknown  and  unnamed  negro 
woman? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  All  these  people  were  colored  people,  were  they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  not  colored  people  very  migratory  in  their  residence,  or  they  move  often?— 
A.  Yes;  they  change  very  often;  but  many  of  them  owned  their  property. 
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Q.  How  do  yon  knowf— >A.  They  claimed  it. 

Q.  Then  you  do  uot  Bwear  tliat  any  of  them  had  anythinj;? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  it  is  tme,  Mr.  Littleton,  that  negro  men^  eepeoially  the  younff  men,  more 
pirticalarly  still,  have  no  permanent  abiding  placet— A.  This  is  something  I  don't 
kouw  anything  about. 

(^.  Is  it  not  tme,  and  don't  you  know  it  as  a  citizen  of  the  South,  that  colored 
men  have  no  permanent  abiding  place  as  a  rulef — A.  I  believe  as  a  rule  that  you  are 
correct. 

Q.  Did  yon  tind  anybody  at  724  Lewis  street  when  yon  called  f— A.  I  really  don't 
think  I  did. 

i^.  Have  yon  any  note  or  raemorandnm  ? — A.  Nothing,  only  my  memorandum  abont 
the  age  and  residence,  and  I  have  nothing  but  my  memory. 

(^.  why  did  yon  not  take  a  memorandum f — A.  I  thought  the  board  of  purgera 
woald  do  their  work,  and  I  did  not  think  1  would  be  called  on  any  more. 

Q.  Yoor  beet  recollection  is  that  you  saw  no  one  at  724  Lewis  street t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
that  is  my  best  recollection. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anyone  on  Anthony  street  to  ask  abont  Jim  Wilkinson  t~A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  did  you  seef — A.  I  saw  a  woman:  I  didn't  ask  what  her  name  was,  and 
she  told  me,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  that  he  whs  only  18  years  of  age. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  do  not  know  the  relation  of  that  woman  who  told  youf — A.  No;  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Yon  didn't  see  any  man  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

(j  Didn't  yon  say  on  your  direct  that  you  saw  his  father  and  mother  there f—^A* 
Xo,  sir,  I  did  not;  at  least  1  don't  think  I  did. 

(^.  Did  yon  not  say  that  yon  saw  his  parents  there,  and  they  told  yon  that  he  was 
only  18  years  old? — A.  No,  sir;  1  did  not  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  tell  Mr.  West  that  when  he  asked  yonf — A.  I  don't  think  I  told 
Mr.  West  that;  I  don't  think  I  did;  if  I  did  it  was  an  oversight. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  anyone  at  21  or  20  Sherman  street  when  yon  enquired  after 
Steve  Bowman? — A.  I  saw  some  parties  that  told  me  he  was  dead;  do  not  know  who 
they  were ;  they  were  females. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  any  meuiorandum  of  that  at  the  time? — A.  Yes;  I  marked  him 
down  as  dead. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  the  man  yon  Inquired  about  there  was  eleotrocnted  on  the  wires? — 
A.  Told  Jnst  what  they  told  me  there. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  W.  M.  Stovall  told  you  he  registered  as  22  to  save  taxes  ? — A.  I  said 
he  owed  tax. 

Q.  Yon  said  in  your  direct  that  yon  thought  he  said  it? — A.  He  said  it. 

Q.  Did  yon  say  he  paid  tax? — A.  He  did  not  sav,  or  how  much. 

Q.  He  volnntarily  told  you  that  he  had  purged  himself  without  yon  asking  him? — 
A.  I  asked  him  how  old  he  was,  and  he  said  22  was  what  he  registered,  because  he 
awed  tax. 

Q.  Would  yon  know  Stovall  if  you  saw  him  again  now? — A.  Probably  I  might. 
I  do  not  have  much  to  do  with  negroes,  and  might  and  might  not.  He  answered  by 
the  name  of  Stovall  is  why  I  know  his  name. 

Q.  Is  it  not  hard  to  tell  negroes  apart? — A.  Sometimes  it  is. 

Q.  Is  it  not  extremely  difficult  to  recognize  negroeH? — A.  It  always  has  been  with 
me.    I  have  got  to  be  very  familiar  with  them  to  recojniize  them. 

(V-  Why  is  that? — A.  Don't  know,  unless* that  it  is  the  color  and  great  similarity 
tmong  negro  features. 

Q.  All  yon  know,  then,  abont  these  men  at  all  was  what  yon  gathered  from  a  slip 
of  paper  that  Mr.  Murphy  gave  yon  and  what  you  learned  from  negro  women  when 
voQ  maile  yonr  inquiries? — A.  Mostly  from  the  women  and  a  few  men. 

W.  R.  Littleton.. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  3d  day  of  January,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

OTIS  D.  FLORENCE,  sworn  for  the  contestant : 

I  reside  at  1356  May  avenue,  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia.  1  have 
lived  to  this  county  for  about  seven  years. 

<^.  Did  yon  ever  have  occasion  to  investigate  certain  names,  with  the  number  and 
Bsme  of  streets,  which  were  given  you  as  registered  voters? 

(Coansel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  about  to  be  given,  on  the  ground 
thst  it  is  hearsay  as  to  whether  the  parties  investigated  were  registered  or  not.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  WiU  yon  kindly  refer  to  yonr  notes,  if  you  have  any,  and  give  us  the  results  of 
yoat  investigation  ? — A.  We  investigated  Patron  Phiuizy,  who  registered  as  living  at 
^0. 121  Fifteenth  street,  age  23  years  old.    Could  not  find  any  such  number  on  the 
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street.    The  nearest  on  the  street  was  214.    A  colored  woman  by  the  name  of  Betsy 
Gay  lived  there,  and  she  told  iis  that  she  knew  of  no  snch  party. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  as  being  mere  hearsay  and 
utterly  illegal  and  inndmisHible.) 

214  is  between  Broad  street  and  the  Savannah  River,  and  from  Broad  to  the  river 
there  is  not  a  house  on  the  odd  side  of  the  street. 

We  investigated  the  name  of  Stephen  Williams,  who  registered  as  21  years  of  age, 
residence  1021  Fifteenth  street.  \\  e  could  not  tiud  any  such  number.  According  to 
the  way  the  numbers  rnn,  the  number  slioiild  fall  somewhere  between  the  power 
house  and  RoUersville  road,  and  there  is  no  residence  that  we  could  find  at  all.  Only 
one  house  could  be  found,  and  it  is  on  the  corner  aud  numbered  on  the  RoUersville 
road. 

We  investigated  Sam  Jenkins,  age  21,  residence  1926  Broad.  Mrs.  H.  Mulligan 
runs  a  grocery  store  at  this  number  and  says  that  no  negro  by  that  name  in  neighbor- 
hood as  she  knew  of.  She  knows  that  there  are  no  negroes  on  the  premises  1926. 
8he  told  me  there  was  no  negroes  at  the  place. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony,  on  the  ground  of  hearsay  and  ntterly 
illegal  and  inadmissible.) 

We  investigated  Milton  Lamkins,  age  23,  residence  1767^  Broad  street.  I  found 
that  Ester  Evans  lived  at  this  number.  She  said  that  she  did  not  know  Lamkins  and 
tiiat  he  did  not  live  there.    I  did  not  find  him  there.    1  asked  for  him. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  t^  the  testimony  as  hearsay  and  illegal  and  inad- 
ipissible. ) 

Investigated  Harry  Rivers,  registered  as  21,  residence  1759  Broad  street.  Lncinda 
Calhoun  lives  there  and  says  she  does  not  know  anything  about  him  and  that  he  does 
not  live  there.     1  did  not  hud  him  there. 

Investigated  George  Ivey,  age  21,  residence  1213  Me  Knight  row.  We  con  Id  not 
find  him  at  all.  We  found  the  row,  but  there  was  no  numbers  on  it  and  we  could  not 
find  any  such  man.  Nell  Howell,  a  colored  woman,  said  she  had  been  living  on  the 
row  for  twelve  years,  but  did  not  know  any  such  man. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay 
and  illegal  and  inadmissible. ) 

We  investigated  the  name  of  Andrew  Hampton,  age  21,  residence  1632  Broad  street. 
We  could  not  find  him  at  the  number  given.  George  Weigle,  a  whit«  man,  lived 
there  and  said  no  such  negro  lived  on  the  premises  or  anywhere  around  that  he 
knew  of. 

Investigated  the  name  of  Willie  Oliver,  age  21,  residence  1664  Broad.  We  could 
not  find  him  there.  Mrs.  Mary  Britton,  a  white  woman,  lived  at  the  address  and 
said  the  party  does  not  live  at  the  place  and  that  she  does  not  know  him  at  all. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  evidence  as  hearsay  and  illegal  and  inad- 
missible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Robert  HoUoway,  age  21,  residence  1638  Broad  street. 
I>ldn't  find  him  there.  Mrs.  Eliza  Holmes,  white,  lives  at  the  number  and  does  not 
know  of  any  such  party,  and  he  does  not  live  on  the  premises. 

Investigated  the  name  of  John  Thomas,  age  21,  residence  1926  Broad  street.  Could 
not  find  him  there  at  all.  Mrs.  Mulligan  keeps  a  grocery  store  at  the  number  and 
says  that  he  does  not  live  there,  and  that  she  does  not  know  of  any  neg^roes  in  the 
neighborhood. 

Investigated  the  name  of  B.  F.  Baker,  age  21,  residence  1600  RoUersville  road  or 
street.  Could  not  find  this  person.  C.  E.  Webb,  a  white  man,  lives  at  the  place.  A 
yonng  lady  in  the  store  gave  the  information.  She  said  that  the  person  did  not  live 
there. 

We  investigated  four  names  on  Keeners  Row,  as  follows:  Eddie  Holmes,  age  21, 
No.  515:  Hard  Williams,  age  21,  no  number;  Sam  Johnson,  age  22.  no  nnmber;  and 
Henry  Jennings,  age  21,  no  number.  We  investigated,  and  asked  the  residents  along 
the  row  and  tney  told  us  that  they  knew  no  parties  by  the  names  living  on  the  row ; 
that  there  had  been  four  colored  men  living  m  one  of  the  houses,  and  that  they  came 
from  South  Carolina  and  were  working  on  the  sewer. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  being  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inad- 
missible.) 

Did  not  say  how  long  they  had  been  tliere.  They  further  told  us  that  on  the  Sat- 
nrday  night  before  we  were  up  there  that  the  four  negroes  pulled  up  and  went  back 
to  South  Carolina,  where  they  came  from. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  object  as  to  that  portion  of  the  testimony  with  reference  as 
to  where  the  four  men  came  from;  objected  to  as  hearsay,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
person  who  informed  the  witness  and  on  the  part  of  the  witness,  who  now  repeats  it 
third  hand.) 

Investigated  Henry  Andrews,  age,  25;  residence,  92  Gardiner  avenue.  Phillip 
Andrews,  who  claimed  to  be  his  father,  told  nie  that  he  was  34  years  of  age.  Investi- 
gated the  name  of  Lewis  Gibson;  age,  21;  residence,  190  Gardiner  avenue.    Saw  a 
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colored  woman,  claiming  to  be  his  mother.  She  said  he  would  not  be  21  till  the  24th 
of  Jannary,  1896.  1  saw  the  boy,  bat  1  am  not  much  of  a  Judge  of  ages;  would  not 
like  to  pay ;  be  looked  yonng. 

Investigated  the  following  names  on  Exposition  avenue:  Lee  Andrew  McBride, 
age  21,  no  number;  Jim  Carroll,  age  21,  no  number;  Paton  'Ashley,  age  21,  no 
Dttiuber;  Adam  Hughes,  age  21,  no  number;  Joe  Thompson,  age  21,  no  number; 
Kichard  Sanford,  age  23,  no  number.  We  could  not  lind  them.  We  found  that 
there  is  but  one  house  on  Exposition  avenue,  on  the  comer  of  Exposition  avenue  and 
Fifteenth  street.  I  did  koow  whom  lived  there,  but  have  forgotten ;  it  was  occu- 
pied by  white  people;  could  not  find  the  parties,  as  there  is  no  other  house  on  the 
street;*  went  before  the  board  of  registration,  and  Mr.  Sullivan  said  he  would 
scratch  the  names  and  went  to  work  striking  them  until  they  came  to  one  name.  On 
the  registration  list  it  was  Andrew  Hughes,  and  I  had  it  down  as  Adam  Hughes. 
When  Mr.  Sullivan  found  the  name  was  different  he  would  not  strike  the  name. 
That  is  all  that  he  did  about  it. 

Q.  <^  what  ground  were  these  parties  stricken  from  the  list  f — A.  Impossible  num- 
bers or  residences,  as  well  as  I  can  remember;  also  Lewis  Gibson,  the  chairman  of 
the  registration  board  had  stricken  for  being  too  yonng.  I  went  before  the  reg- 
istration board  with  the  investigations.  The  names  about  which  is  sworn  were  as 
follows:  Henry  Andrews,  Lewis  Gibson,  Richard  Sanford,  Willie  Hill,  Lee  Andrew 
McBride,  Jim  Carroll,  Paton  Ashley,  Adam  Hughes,  and  Joe  Thomson. 

I  gave  a  list  of  all  the  names  I  have  given  here  and  others  that  I  have  not  given 
here,  because  I  have  no  notes  to  which  to  refer  to.  The  facts  were  written  down  on 
]»aper  and  sent  in  to  Mr.  Sullivan.  I  had  investigated  two  lists  of  names;  one  was 
presented  at  one  time  and  the  other  at  the  other  time,  and  were  all  sworn  to,  and  the 
names  were  read  and  acted  on. 

We  gave  them  a  list  of  all  the  names.  There  were  others  that  we  gave  in  at 
another  time,  and  they  were  not  reached  at  the  time  that  I  went  before  them.  I 
asked  Mr.  Sullivan  when  he  would  reach  the  names,  and  he  explained  that  they 
woald  have  to  take  the  regular  turn  with  the  other  matter  before  the  board.  The 
others  were  not  reached  up  to  the  time  that  I  was  there.  The  last  names  given  were 
the  only  onee  that  they  did  act  on.  The  others  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  acted 
on  or  not.  lliey  were  tiled  with  the  registrars;  they  were  all  sworn  to.  It  has  been 
some  little  time  since  that  transpired,  and  I  did  not  know  that  I  was  to  be  here.  I 
do  not  remember  all.  I  know  that  Aaani  Hughes  was  not  registered  exactly  as  we 
had  it.    I  don't  know  what  became  of  the  ones  not  acted  on. 

<^.  How  was  the  investigation  conducted  before  the  registrars  f  What  was  the 
maonerf — ^A.  We  had  the  names  written  out  and  our  evidence  written  under  them, 
and  Mr.  Sullivan  qneationed  us.  The  questions  I  do  not  remember  now.  Simple 
qoestiona,  asked  as  anyone  else  would  have  asked. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  Imow  is  what  impression  was  made  on  yonr  mind ;  whether  the 
registran  eondnoted  the  examination  apparently  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
tme  status  of  the  registration,  or  what  was  the  manner  of  its  conducting  t 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  question  as  being  leading,  sugges- 
tire,  and  asking  for  an  opinion  from  appearances,  and  totally  illegal  and  repugnant 
to  every  mle  of  evidence  and  to  every  proper  mode  of  eliciting  fair  and  truthful 
testimony.) 

A.  Can  I  ask  a  question  t  Does  your  opinion  go  for  anything t  Can  I  testify  to 
my  impression  f  Mv  impression  was,  by  the  way  the  investigation  was  carried  on, 
that  it  was  to  shield  the  fraudulent  registrations,  if  possible,  and  I  spoke  of  it  to  a 
friend  after  I  left  the  conrt-honse  that  day. 

Q.  State  why  you  thought  thatt — A.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  a  name  that  I 
haren't  given  hero  that  I  brought  evidence  against  that  he  did  not  live  at  the  num- 
ber he  was  registered  at,  and  Mr.  Sullivan  had  him  stricken  from  the  list  as  an  impos- 
sible nnmber.  and  when  I  showed  him  the  other  name  that  1  oould  not  find  the  num- 
ber of,  he  did  not  have  it  stricken.  And  the  names  given  on  Exposition  avenne  were 
■trieken  till  he  came  to  the  name  of  one  that  I  had  down  different  from  the  way 
they  had  it  on  the  list  th<it  thev  had.  He  had  them  all  stricken  as  impossible 
addresses  and  then  said  not  to  strike  that  name.  Think  Adam  Hughes  was  the  name. 
The  second  retison  was  that  there  were  a  good  many  in  the  room,  clerks  and  others, 
snd  Mr.  Sullivan  seemed  to  take  advantage  of  all  the  opportunities  he  had  to  make 
merriment  and  lanehter  at  our  expense.  The  third  reason— that  is  about  all  I  remem- 
ber at  this  time,    f  know  nothing  else. 

(j.  Then  I  understand  yon,  Mr.  Florence,  to  say  that  Mr.  Sullivan  was  inclined  to 
make  sport  of  those  who  made  charges  of  fraud  in  the  registration? — A.  That  waa 
mj  iatention  and  was  what  I  meant. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  question  and  answer  and  protests 
most  solemnly  against  said  continued  practice,  the  object  and  effect  of  which  is  to 
put  in  the  month  of  a  witness  who  is  willing,  who  is  responding,  demonstrates  that 
M  availed  himself  of  the  suggestion  of  counsel,  thereby  rendering  the  question  and 
sniwer  totally  illegal  and  repugnant  to  every  fair  rule  of  testimony.) 
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Q.  What  else  do  yon  knowf — A.  I  don't  think  there  is  anything  else.  I  went  to 
tlie  Foarth  Ward  on  the  day  of  election.    I  don't  know  who  were  tne  managers. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  anrthing  that  indicated  anything  wrong  in  the  cond noting  or  vot- 
ing at  that  election  f 

( Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  question  on  the  ground  that  the  question 
SQggosts  to  the  witness  in  advance  of  any  testimony  that  he  had  seen  somethioj; 
illegal,  whereas  the  proper  question  would  be,  "State  what  you  saw  at  the  election/' 
or  some  other  general  question,  not  leading  or  suggestive  of  the  character  of  the 
reply.) 

A.  I  did  not  see  anything  that  I  could  swear  of  my  own  knowledge,  personal 
knowledge.    Was  not  at  the  polls  but  about  fifteen  minutes. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Wright,  for  contestee : 

Q.  Mr.  Florence,  there  are  a  good  many  streets,  new  streets,  on  the  property  known 
as  the  Drnid  Park  or  Exposition  property,  are  there  nott — A.  There  are  a  good  many 
new  streets  out  there. 

Q.  They  are  all  comparatively  new  streets  running  through  private  property,  are 
they  notf— A.  I  don't  know  about  that. 

Q.  You  know  the  broad  street  or  boulevard  running  from  May  avenue  to  the 
Wrightsboro  road? — A.  Yes,  sir;  its  name  is  Druid  Park  avenue. 

Q.  That  was  built  by  the  owners  of  that  property,  was  it  not? — A.  I  don't  know 
about  that. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  great  nnmber  of  houses  on  that  street?—- A.  There  is  a  oonaidera- 
ble  number  of  houses  on  that  street. 

Q.  Is  that  the  main  stareet  or  avenue  leading  to  the  Exposition  building? — A.  I 
should  think  they  would  go  on  Gwinnett  street. 

Q.  Doesn't  99  out  of  100  go  out  on  this  street? — A.  I  shonld  say  they  went  out  on 
the  street  cars. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  living  here  in  Augusta? — A.  Seven  years. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  the  street-car  line  running  out  Gwinnett  street  was  con* 
structed  lung  after  the  Exposition  was  first  started  out  there? — A.  I  know  it  was 
oonstruoted  out  there  since  the  first  Exposition,  but  do  not  know  how  long  after. 

Q.  I  refer  to  the  main  carriage  street  or  roadway,  the  street  that  leads  to  the  Expo- 
sition ;  is  it  not  Druid  Park  avenue? — ^A.  I  think  it  is.  Druid  Park  avenue  leads  to 
the  Exposition  avenue. 

Q.  How  wide  is  that  street? — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Is  it  not  one  of  the  widest  and  most  magnificent  boulevards  in  the  city? — A. 
It  is  a  very  wide  and  nice  street. 

Q.  Is  it  not  praotically  the  only  roadway  that  those  who  are  driving  use  in  going 
to  the  Exposition  ? — A.  I  don't  know.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  i>eople  driv* 
ing  in  carriages,  that  would  be  the  street  they  would  probably  take. 

Q.  Was  not  that  whole  ground  out  there  a  dense  forest  before  the  Exposition  was 
established  on  it? — A.  I  don't  know;  was  never  there  before  the  Exposition  build- 
ing.   The  first  time  I  was  ever  there  the  Exposition  was  there. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  nine  out  of  ten  persons  refer  to  what  yon  call  Druid 
Park  avenue  as  the  Exposition  avenue? — ^A.  I  don't  know  it;  no,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  is  Drutd  Park  avenue? — A.  I  could  not  tell  how  long  it  is;  it  seems 
to  me  it  would  be  about  a  half  a  mile. 

Q.   How  wide  do  you  suppose  it  to  be? — A.  Nearly  100  feet,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Xow,  what  is  the  length  of  Exposition  avenue,  it  having  no  house  on  it  but 
one? — A.  About  one-eighth  of  a  mile. 

Q.  How  many  yardsf-— A.  About  200  yards;  I  think  there's  about  that  many  yards 
in  a  eighth  of  a  mile. 

Q.  Does  not  the  railroad  track  cross  that  street  and  have  side  tracks  on  it? — A.  I 
do  not  remember  that  they  have  side  tracks.  The  railroad  goes  into  the  Exposition 
on  this  street  and  makes  a  V  at  the  gate. 

Q.  Does  it  not  cross  a  sort  of  marsh  or  swamp  between  Carnes's  road  and  the 
Exposition? — A.  There  is  such  a  swamp,  but  the  road  is  very  well  fixed  up  across  it. 
.  Q.  Yon  say  that  Mr.  Sullivan  struck  all  the  names  registered  as  living  on  Exposi- 
tion avenue  except  one? — A.  All  that  we  made  reports  against. 

Q.  And  yon  thought  he  was  not  fair  because  he  did  not  strike  that  one  also? — A. 
I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  on  looking  at  the  registration  list  that  he  found  that  no  such 
person  as  the  man  you  swore  against  had  been  registered? — A.  That's  true;  the 
name  was  a  little  different. 

Q.  You  give  as  one  of  your  reasons  for  thinking  the  board  of  registrars  were  not 
in  earnest  that  Mr.  Sullivan  made  merriment.  Were  not  some  of  the  testimony 
and  reasons  submitted  calculated  to  excite  merriment? — A.  Well,  I  did  not  see  that; 
I  thought  there  ought  to  be  no  merriment  or  laughter  over  the  matter,  and  my 
opinion  is,  it  being  my  first  time  in  such  a  place,  that  it  ought  to  be  anything  else 
but  right  to  make  merriment  of  witnesses. 
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Q.  Yon  have  neyer  seen  any  laughter  in  oonrt  rooms  when  a  witness  was  testify- 
ing!—A.  I  have  never  seen  it;  its  very  little  that  I  have  ever  been  in  court,  a  very 
few  times. 

Q.  Now,  abont  Eddie  Holmes.  Who  did  von  ask  after  Eddie  Holmes  f — ^A.  The 
party's  name  I  do  not  know ;  it  was  a  colored  woman  on  Keeners  row. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  ask  abont  Hard  Williams  t — A.  The  same  person. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  ask  after  Sam  Johnson  f — A.  Same  woman. 

Q.  And  abont  Henry  Jennings? — A.  Same  one. 

Q.  Then  the  only  information  as  to  the  existence,  age.  or  residence  of  these  fonr 
men  is  what  this  nnkown  and  nnnamed  negro  woman  told  yont — A.  As  to  the  resi- 
dence, that  is  all  that  I  know.  All  I  know  abont  their  ages  was  from  the  registration 
list  thai  I  was  supposed  to  have. 

Q.  That  list  was  given  yon  by  whom f— A.  By  Mr.  A.  P.  Dicks;  that  is,  it  was  sent 
to  me  by  Mr.  Dicks  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  F.  M.  Parks. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  person  yon  asked  about  those  boysf — A.  She  was  the  only  per- 
•OD  asked  about  them.  There  were  some  negro  men  volunteered  some  information. 
I  did  not  put  it  down  what  they  said. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not? — A.  Did  not  think  it  necessary. 

Q.  What  did  they  say? — A.  Abont  what  the  woman  said. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  who  they  were? — A.  I  do  not. 

The  hour  for  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  further  examination  of  the  witnesa 
was  postponed  until  Friday,  December  27, 1895,  at  10  a.  m. 

Exhibit  A. 

Coansel  for  contestant  here  introduced  a  copy  of  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  printed 
St  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  6a.,  dated  November  20,  1894,  in  which  appears  a 
public  card  from  Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black  to  Hon.  Thomas  E.  Watson ;  and  also  a  copy 
of  the  issue  of  November  22, 1894,  of  the  same  ^aper,  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  pub^ 
hshed  at  Augusta,  Richmond  Countv,  Ga.,  containing  Mr.  Watson's  rei>ly. 

(Coonsel  for  contestee  objects  to  tne  introduction  of  the  two  papers,  issues  of  the 
AoguBta  Chronicle,  as  stated  above,  on  the  fponnd  of  being  irrelevant  and  referring 
to  the  election  of  1894,  and  not  to  the  election  of  1895,  the  one  now  under  contest. 

Counsel  for  contestant  and  counsel  for  contestee  do  agree  that  an  adjournment  do 
DOW  take  place  from  this  day,  to  wit,  December  23, 1895,  to  December  27, 1895;  it 
being  understood  and  agreed  by  counsel  for  contestee  and  contestant  that  the  24th 
and  the  25th  proximo  should  not  be  counted  in  the  time  allowed  by  law  to  the 
ooDtestant.) 

Statx  of  Georgia,  Eiohtnond  County : 

At  the  Court-house,  December  27, 1895, 

Appears  for  the  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. 

Appears  for  the  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq.,  and  Boykin  Wright,  esq. 

Taking  of  testimony  began  at  10  a.  m. 

0.  D.  FLORENCE  on  the  stand,  and  cross-examination  continued  by  Mr.  Wright, 
oonnsel  for  contestee.    Witness  answered  as  follows : 

Q.  Referring  to  Stephen  Williams,  don't  you  know  that  1021  Fifteenth  street  would 
carry  you  near  to  May  avenue  or  the  old  tollgatef — A.  According  to  the  way  the 
nombers  run  it  wouldn't,  but  properly  run  out,  I  would  say  yes. 

Q.  That  has  not  answered  my  question.  Don't  you  know  that  the  No.  1021  Fif- 
teenth street  would  carry  you  near  to  May  avenue  or  the  old  tollgatef — A.  We 
inT^estigated  and  looked  at  every  house  from  the  canal  to  the  old  tollgate  and  could 
oot  find  the  number.  Mr.  Lowrey's  house  was  the  nearest,  and  judging  by  that 
Ko.  1Q21  should  have  occurred  between  the  RoUersville  road  and  the  canal. 

Q.  How  was  Mr.  Lowrey's  house  numbered? — A.  I  haven't  the  exact  number  now; 
bnt  as  well  as  I  can  remember  it  was — I  would  rather  not  give  the  number,  as  I  am 
not  certain. 

Q.  What  was  the  number  of  any  house  between  the  canal  and  the  tollgatef — A.  It 
Kems  to  me  that  one  of  the  houses  about  at  Wall  street  is  about  No.  1400  that  I  saw. 
Would  not  be  sure,  as  it  has  been  so  long  since  I  was  there. 

Q.  Yon  didn't  see  Steven  Williams? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  ask  about  Stephen  Williams  ? — A.  I  asked  several  parties  on 
Hfteenth  street;  do  not  remember  their  names. 

Q.  Just  strangers  that  yon  met  or  saw  there? — A.  Parties  whose  faces  are  familiar, 
biit  I  do  not  remember  their  names. 

^.  Males  or  females  f — A.  Males. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  were  you  there? — A.  About  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I 

Aink. 

Q.  How  many  days  did  you  devote  to  this  investigation?— A.  Two  afternoons. 
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.  Q.  What  time  did  you  begin  in  the  afternoon  f — A.   Somewhere  from  2  to  3  o'clock. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  month  and  what  mouth  ? — A.  I  have  forgotten  the  month.  It 
waa  after  the  registration  closed  at  the  coiirt-hoase  and  it  was  before  the  board  of 
registrars  met.  The  registrar  room  closed  twenty  days  before  the  election.  It  was 
probably  fifteen  or  sixteen  days  before  the  election. 

Q.  Yon  investigated  between  the  hoars  of  2  or  3  in  the  afternoon  to  what  hoar  in 
the  evening f — A.  Both  evenings  that  we  came  in  it  was  getting  dark,  and  I  suppose 
it  must  have  been  7  o'clock. 

Q.  How  far  is  it  from  Exposition  avenue  to  the  river  f — A.  I  don't  know.  I  should 
think  it  about  a  mile — near  a  mile. 

Q.  What  streets  did  you  investigate? — A.  A  part  of  Augusta  avenue. 

Q.  Where  is  Augusta  avenue? — A.  It  is  at  or  near  the  Orphan  Asylum,  near  where 
the  Georgia  railroad  track  crosses  the  track  of  the  street  railroad. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  fVom  the  RoUersville  road? — A.  I  suiipose  about  a  mile. 
Those  streets  out  there  are  short,  and  we  covered  most  of  that  street  atid  of  Thomas 
street. 

Q.  Where  is  Thomas  street? — A.  It  rans  into  Gwinnett  between  the  Georgia  rail- 
rosul  and  Fifteenth  street,  about  half  way  between. 

Q.  That's  way  out  on  the  southern  portion  of  the  city,  near  the  south  boundary, 
is  it  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  how  far  it  is  from  south  boundary ;  I  do  not  know 
exactly  where  that  street  is. 

Q.  How  far  are  those  streets  from  the  northern  boundary  of  the  city,  or  the  Savan- 
nah  River? — A.  About  a  mile;  I  suppose  that  it  is  about  that  distance. 

Q.  What  other  street  did  you  cover,  the  next  street? — A.  Exposition  avenne. 

Q.  You  did  not  investigate  Druid  Park  avenue,  sometimes  called  Exposition  avenue, 
did  you? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  did. 

Q.  Were  you  given  any  names  on  Druid  Park  avenue  to  investigate,  were  you?— 
A.  No,  sir;  we  inquired  along  Draid  Park  avenue  for  the  names  we  had  on  the  list 
AS  living  on  Exposition  avenue. 

Q.  How  long  is  Draid  Park  avenue? — ^A.  About  three-quarters  of  a  mile;  I  testi- 
fied to  this  the  other  day. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see  on  Druid  Park  avenue? — A.  We  only  saw  some  parties,  and 
they  were  strangers  to  me.    They  were  white  people. 

Q.  Did  you  look  at  the  numbers  on  the  houses  on  that  avenne? — A.  I  do  not 
remember  the  numbers  on  any  of  the  houses. 

Q.  Did  you  look  at  the  numbers  on  the  houses?  is  my  question. — A.  I  don't  think 
tre  did. 

Q.  You  just  walked  on  by  the  house? — ^A.  And  inquired  of  some  parties  if  they 
knew  of  any  negroes  by  the  names  that  we  had  a  list  of  as  living  on  that  avenue. 

Q.  These  parties  were  strangers? — A.  Strangers  to  me,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  male  or  female? — A.  Female. 

Q.  Well,  what  was  the  next  street? — A.  Gardiner  avenue. 

Q.  Where  is  that? — A.  Gardiner  avenne  is  a  street  leading  oat  fh>m  May  avenue 
toward  the  river,  just  above  Fifteenth  street. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  to  the  northern  portion  of  the  city,  or  fh>m  the  river?— A. 
About  half  a  uiile,  I  suppose. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  street  you  investigated  ? — A.  The  next  was  Fifteenth,  from 
the  old  tollgatc  to  the  river. 

Q.  How  long  is  that  street  f^om  the  tollgate  to  the  river? — ^A.  About  a  half  a 
mile. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  street? — A.  Broad  street,  from  riawks  Gully  bridge  to  1926. 

Q.  How  long  would  that  be? — A.  Somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  half  or 
three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  street? — A.  I  don't  know  the  street  that  we  next  went  to, 
bat  we  investigated  Keeners  row. 

Q.  Where  is  that? — A.  About  200  yards  south  of  Broad  street,  near  the  old  tobacco 
facto^. 

Q.  That  is  in  the  western  portion  of  the  city,  near  the  Snmmerville  line,  is  it  not?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  is  that,  do  you  think,  from  Fifteenth  street? — A.  I  should  think  it 
is  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  street? — A.  I  don't  know  the  name  of  the  street,  but  it  was 
McKnight's  row ;  right  near  No.  4  engine  house. 

Q.  Where  is  that? — A.  In  the  western  portion  of  the  city. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  street? — A.  A  part  of  the  RoUersville  road,  or  street. 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  city  is  that  in? — A.  In  the  neighborhood  of  the  middle, 
nearest  the  nortii. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  street? — A.  That  was  the  last. 

Q.  In  making  these  investigations,  did  you  go  in  a  buggy,  on  horseback,  or  on 
foot? — A.  I^  a  baggy  on  one  afternoon  and  in  a  road  cart  the  next  afternoon. 
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Q.  The  inquiries  that  von  made  were  of  snch  parties  as  you  could  see  on  the  street 
or  near  the  house  ? — A.  We  would  usuaUy  hunt  up  the  number  of  the  house  they  lived 
in  and  ask  if  they  lived  there;  and  where  we  could  not  find  the  number  we  inquired 
of  tnybody  about  the  neif^hborhood  of  where  the  number  should  be. 

Q.  NoWy  referrinfi^  to  Milton  Lamkins,  yon  say  that  you  saw  no  one  at  that  house. 
1767^  Broad  street f— A.  Didn't  I  give  the  name  of  a  negro  woman  that  said  she  dia 
not  know  of  his  living  there.  I  can  not  say  without  referring  to  my  notes.  [Witness 
refers  to  his  memorandum.]    Saw  Easter  Evans. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  it  was  Easter  Evans  f — A.  She  told  me  it  was  her  name ;  only 
▼sy  I  know. 

(j.  Is  she  the  only  one  of  whom  yon  inquired  for  Lamkins  f — A.  She  is  the  only 
one  that  I  inouired  of  at  that  place. 

Q.  Didn't  sne  tell  you  that  she  knew  Lamkins  or  that  he  didn't  live  there  t — A.  She 
•aid  he  didn't  live  there,  and  that  she  didn't  know  of  the  party  around  there. 

Q.  Didn't  she  tell  you  that  she  had  a  sweetheart  living  there,  and  that  she  thought 
Ton  were  an  officer  looking  for  him  (—A.  She  did  not. 

<^.  How  old  a  woman  is  Easter  Evans  f — A.  I  don't  know  how  old  she  is. 

Q.  How  old  did  she  look  to  bet — A.  She  looked  to  be  middle-aged  woman  of  85  or 
40.  she  looked  to  be. 

Q.  Referring  to  Harry  Rivers,  whom  did  you  inquire  of  as  to  himf — ^A.  Luoinda 
Calhoun. 

(Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  witness  on  the  cross-examination  referring 
to  his  notes  from  which  he  swore  on  the  direct,  after  each  question,  and  before  answer- 
ing the  same.) 

Q.  What  sort  of  house  does  she  keepf — A.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  rooms  appeared  to  be  in  itt — ^A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Did  yon  so  into  the  house  f — A.  I  only  went  to  the  door. 

Q.  Did  you  look  at  the  number  t — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  How'  large  a  house  was  itt — A.  I  do  not  know  how  large  it  was.  Did  not  pay 
attention  to  the  size  of  the  house. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  Luclnda  Calhoun  keeps  a  sort  of  boarding  house,  rather 
loose  in  character,  where  colored  men  have  their  rooms  or  sleep  at  night  f — A.  I  did 
not 

Q.  You  have  no  information  to  the  contrary,  have  yout — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  she  was  suspicious  of  you,  thinking  you  might  be  an 
officer  inquiring  after  certain  of  her  colored  friends  or  frequenters  of  the  house t — 
A  I  do  not. 

Q.  Referring  to  George  Ivey,  ^ou  say  yon  could  not  find  the  number  on  McKnight 
row  at  which  he  lived t — A.  I  will  have  to  refer  to  m^  notes;  I  can't  remember  those 
names.  ^Witness  consults  his  memorandum.]  I  said  I  could  not  find  any  numbers 
on  McKnight  row. 

Q.  You  mean  that  the  houses  were  not  numbered  f — A.  That's  what  I  meant. 

Q.  Where  did  you  look  for  the  numbers  t — A.  I  looked  over  the  doors,  where  it  is 
nsnal  to  find  the  numbers. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  place  that  you  looked  t — A.  That's  where  the  numbers  are  sup- 
posed to  be. 

Q.  There  was  a  number  of  houses  there,  were  there  notf — A.  Somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  three  or  four,  I  think  there  was. 

Q.  Who  is  Nell  Howell  t — A.  She  is  a  colored  woman. 

Q.  Did  you  know  her  name  before  going  there  to  investigate? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  only  know  the  name  Nell  Howell  from  the  fact  that  she  told  you  sot — A. 
From  the  fact  that  she  told  me,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  her,  inside  of  the  house  or  outside  of  the  house f — A.  She 
came  out  of  the  house  and  stood  on  the  sidewalk  and  talked  to  us. 

Q.  Did  you  get  out  of  the  buggy  t — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  inquire  of  anyone  elset  I  mean  about  Oeorge  Ivey. — A.  Inquired  of 
one  more  colored  woman  there.    I  do  not  know  her  name. 

Q.  Did  she  live  at  the  same  place  as  Nell  Howell  t — A.  I  think  she  lives  at  the  next 
home,  next  door. 

Q.  You  had  a  companion,  did  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  F.  M.  Parks. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  appearance  of  white  men  asking  after  colored  men 
in  the  colored  districts  of  the  city  always  excites  their  suspicions  and  apprehensions 
that  the  men  inquired  after  are  wanted  by  the  officers  of  the  lawf-r-A.  That,  as  a  gen- 
^  thing,  is  so ;  I  think  so.  In  this  case  we  always  told  the  colored  women  that  we 
Bieant  do  harm  to  them  whatever;  that  we  Just  wanted  it  as  information. 

Q.  Was  that  statement  on  your  part  in  itself  not  calculated  to  increase  their 
apprehensions t — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Would  not  any  prudent  officer  seeking  to  make  an  arrest,  if  he  wanted  to  find 
pQt  the  whereabouts  of  a  man,  say  the  same  thing  to  the  negro  women  of  whom  the 
Q^qniries  were  made? 
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(Counsel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  as  being  illegal,  theoretical,  and 
not  based  on  facts.) 

A.  I  think  they  are  questions  going  all  around  the  world  and  I  decline  to  answer 
questions  wiih  which  1  have  nothing  to  do. 

Q.  Mr.  Witness,  I  desire,  if  you  please,  a  frank  and  candid  answer  to  the  question. 

^Counsel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  as  being  a  matter  of  opinion,  ille- 
gal, leading,  one  which  the  witness  can  not  possibly  answer  with  any  degree  of 
certainty. ) 

A.  I  haye  been  tryine  to  give  facts,  and  don't  care  to  ^ive  opinions. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  have  been  giving  facts  and  not  o]^inions ;  did  you  not,  on  your 
direct,  in  replying  to  Mr.  West's  questions  as  to  your  impressions  of  the  fairness  of 
the  registrars,  make  haste  to  give  your  impression  over  the  objection  of  the  oooxiBel 
for  the  contesteet — A.  I  did  not  make  haste,  I  stopped  and  asked  the  opinion  of  you 
gentlemen  about  the  matter. 

Q.  You  did  not  take  my  opinion  or  advice,  did  youf— A.  I  don't  think  you  offered 
it,  or  any  at  all.  , 

Q.  Yon  took  the  opinion,  though,  of  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Watson,  for  whom  you  were 
^wearing,  did  you  notf — ^A.  I  did,  sir;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  mean  to  say  that  you  will  give  impressions  or  opinions  when  advised 
to  do  so  by  the  counsel  for  the  contestant  and  refuse  to  do  so  when  asked  your  opin- 
ion by  the  counsel  for  the  contesteet — A.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that:  no,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean,  then  t — ^A.  I  mean  to  try  to  be  straight  and  noneat  with  you. 

Q.  How  many  names  were  given  yon  to  investigate? — ^A.  Do  not  remember,  sir.  I 
can  tell  yon  the  exact  number  by  referring  to  the  list  here — the  list  that  I  have  got. 
(Referred  to  his  memorandum. )    Forty-tl^ee  in  all  is  the  number  that  I  investigated. 

Q.  Now,  about  Willie  Oliver;  did  you  get  down  from  the  boggy  at  that  house?— 
A.  We  did ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  Mary  Britton  isf — A.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  her,  and  do 
not  know  her  personally.  We  inquired  of  several  parties  along  the  street,  but  she 
is  the  only  information  that  I  have  down  that  I  can  remember  or  refer  to. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  long  she  has  been  living  at  that  placet — ^A.  I  do  not  know: 
no,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  got  no  information  frtim  anyone  else  about  Willie  Oliver  f— A. 
No  other  that  I  remember  at  this  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  long  Eliza  Holmes  has  lived  at  1638  Broad  street t— A.  I  do 
not;  no,  sir. 

Q.  You  got  no  information  as  to  Robert  Hollo  way  except  from  herf — A.  No  others 
that  I  remember  now. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  anybody  else  about  John  Thomas  except  Mrs.  Mulligan? — ^A.  I  did 
not;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  a  colored  woman  stays  at  Mrs.  Mulligan's  who  is  visited 
at  night  by  John  Thomas? — A.  I  do  not  know  it;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  to  the  contrary? — A.  Nothing  more  than  what  Mrs.  Mulligan 
told  me.  She  said  no  negroes  live  on  the  place.  I  was  referring  to  men  when  I 
asked  the  ouestion. 

Q.  You  aid  not  see  C.  E.  Webb  when  you  went  inquiring  after  B.  F.  Baker,  did 
you? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  young  lady  that  gave  you  the  information? — A. 
I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  she  lived  at  1600  RoUersville  street  or  not? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  did  not.    I  supposed  so. 

Q.  I  thought  you  didn't  give  suppositions,  only  facts? — ^A.  Well,  I  think  that  it  is 
facts.  The  young  lady  keeps  store,  and  the  store  is  in  the  yard  of  the  house.  She 
told  me  that  Webb  did  live  there. 

Q.  Can't  anyone  live  somewhere  else  than  the  store  at  which  they  are  in  at  work  ? — 
A.  They  can. 

Q.  Then  the  statement  is  supposition  and  not  facts,  is  it  not? — ^A.  That  is  sup- 
position; yes,  sir.  ^ 

Q.  All  that  you  know  is  that  you  saw  a  young  lady  at  the  store  in  the  ^ard  of  the 
dwelling  house,  No.  1600,  whose  name  you  do  not  know  who  said  Webb  lived  there; 
and  who  said  she  did  not  know  B.  F.  Baker,  and  that  B.  F.  Baker  did  not  live  there 
so  far  as  she  knew? — ^A.  That's  all  that  I  know. 

Q.  The  yonng  lady  may  have  lived  in  another  section  of  the  city  so  far  as  you 
knew  ? — A.  For  what  I  know  she  might. 

Q.  Or  from  what  she  told  you? — A.  She  did  not  say  she  lived  there. 

Q.  Now  as  to  the  four  negroes  on  Keener's  row,  Eddie  Holmes,  Hard  Williams,  Sam 
Johnson,  and  Henry  Jennings,  you  say  here  that  there  had  been,  a  short  while  before 
the  time  that  you  visited  there,  four  men  answering  the  description  to  that  descrip- 
tion, living  on  Keener's  row? — A.  That  is  what  the  negro  woman  told  us. 

Q.  As  to  Henry  Andrews,  yon  did  not  see  him? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Yoa  Mw  tk  man  who  claimed  to  be  hia  father? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  he  live? — A.  He  lived  aboat  the  number  given,  or  said  he  did;  there 
is  a  little  difference  in  the  nnmbers,  I  think. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  him  ? — A.  Near  the  neighborhood  of  92  Gardiners  avenue. 

<j.  How  old  a  man  was  he? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  How  old  did  he  look  to  be?— A.  He  looked  to  be  a  pretty  old  man,  somewhere 
about  50. 

Q.  Did  yon  aak  anybody  else  except  Phillip  about  Henry? — A.  We  asked  some 
other  parties,  but  I  do  not  remember  their  names  or  what  they  said. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  colored  parents  are  very  nncertain  and  inaccurate  about  the 
ages  of  their  children  ?— A.  I  do  not  think  all  are ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  so 
or  no. 

Q.  Tell  what  you  think  and  what  yon  know. — A.  Some  know  the  ages  of  their 
chUdxen  and  some  do  not. 

Q.  Is  it  not  trne,  as  a  general  fact,  that  colored  people  are  very  uncertain  and 
inaccurate  as  to  tiie  ages  of  their  children,  they  not  keeping  any  family  record,  Bible, 
or  genealogy  f — A.  As  a  general  rule,  I  suppose  this  to  be  so. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  nine  times  out  of  ten  that  when  colored  parents  want  to  know  the 
age  of  their  children  that  they  have  to  go  to  their  former  owners  to  find  out  their 
record,  where  tbey  are  of  an  age  bom  in  slavery? — A.  I  think  the  question  covert 
too  much  ground  for  me  to  answer. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  when  the  age  of  a  colored  man  goes  into  slaverv  time  that 
the  parents  don't  know  it  and  have  to  goto  the  white  people  to  tind  it  out? — A.  Often 
times  they  do  go  to  the  white  people  and  find  out;  it  seems  that  they  ought  to  know 
their  ages  after  they  ffo  and  find  it  out. 

Q.  Now  abont  Lewis  Gibson,  do  yon  know  whether  the  colored  woman  that  yon 
saw  was  his  mother,  or  not? — ^A.  I  only  have  her  word  for  it. 

Q.  Did  she  have  a  Bible  at  the  time  that  she  gave  his  age? — ^A.  She  did  not. 

Q.  According  to  her  statement  he  would  be  21  in  January  of  1896,  would  he  not? — 
L  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  not  stricken  by  the  board  of  registrars? — A.  He  was. 

Q.  For  what  f — ^A.  Being  too  young  to  register. 

Q.  Was  not  Lee  Andrew  McBride  stricken  by  the  registrars?— A.  It  was  ordered 
so  by  the  ohainnan. 

Q.  Was  not  Jim  Carroll  stricken? — A.  It  was  ordered  so  by  the  chairman. 

Q.  Was  not  Richard  Sauford  stricken? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  WiUie  Holmes  stricken? — ^A.  He  was  not. 

Q.  Wliere  was  he  living?— A.  He  was  supposed  to  live  on  Exposition  avenue. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  neither  the  names  of  Adam  Hughes  or 
JoeThotnas  were  on  the  registoation  list? — A.  I  did  not  know.  I  only  had  this  copy 
of  the  registration  list  that  was  furnished  me,  and  they  are  on  it. 

Q.  Did  this  not  occur  in  your  presence  before  the  registrar,  that  when  the  names 
of  Holmes  and  Thomas  was  reached  by  them  for  investigation  that  the  voters'  or 
registration  list  was  produced,  and  it  was  ascertained  thereby  that  no  such  names 
were  on  the  registration  or  voters'  books  ? — A.  I  remember  before  the  board  that  there 
▼as  one  of  the  names  different  f^m  what  we  had  it,  and  that  it  was  Hugh  that 
wasn't  stricken,  and  that  to  the  best  of  my  memory  the  rest  were  stricken,  with  the 
exception  of  Willie  Hill. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  colored  people,  especially  the  men,  change  residences 
Tery  often,  eapeoially  in  the  colored  districts  of  the  city  ? — A.  I  have  never  lived  in 
the  colored  diatricts,  but  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  they  do  change  residences 
Tery  often. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  Mr.  D.  B.  Plumb  lives? — A.  Know  about  where  he  lives. 

Q.  That  ia  about  between  the  toll  gate  and  the  Exposition  avenue,  is  it  not?— A. 
Yes,  air. 

Q.  Which  way  do  the  numbers  run;  do  they  increase  from  north  or  south? — ^A. 
They  increase  toward  the  south.  In  the  direction  of  Exposition  avenue. 

Q.  Now,  yon  have  placed  1021  Fifteenth  street  north  of  that,  between  the  Rollers- 
^iUe  road  and  the  canal,  have  yon  not? — A.  According  to  the  way  the  balance  of  the 
honaes  are  numbered ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  According  to  your  understanding,  then,  Mr.  Plumb's  residence  would  be  abont 
1500  or  1€M)? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  would  be  the  number  if  properly  surveyed. 

Q.  If  his  number  is  1015,  then  1021  would  have  to  be  still  farther  toward  Exposition 
avenoe,  would  it  not? — ^A.  Properly  surveyed,  it  would;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  squares  is  it  from  the  river  to  the  Rollersville  road  ? — A.  I  suppose 
it  would  be  two  or  three  squares ;  not  over  three  squares  in  all,  I  don't  think.  I  am 
not  sure  abont  the  number  of  squares  from  Broad  street  to  the  river. 

Q.  Are  not  blocks  or  squares  numbered  from  the  river  going  south,  each  square 
being  100?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  it  is  three  squares  fh>m  the  river  to  the  RoIlersviUe  road,  it  would  be  on  the 
300 block,  would  it  not? — A.  It  would  if  properly  numbered;  I  think  so. 
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Q.  And  the  block  farther  on,  400 f — A.  Should  be;  vet,  sir. 

Q.  The  block  still  farther  on  500,  and  so  onf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  if  properly  numbered 
aU  the  way. 

Q.  How  manv  houses  from  the  river  to  the  Rollemville  road  on  that  streetf— A. 
One  house  on  the  comer  of  Rollersville  road.  I  do  not  know  how  many  there  is  from 
Broad  street  to  the  river.  There  is  a  few  little  houses  between  Broad  street  snd 
the  canal. 

Q.  If  you  adopted  the  old  method  of  numbering  from  the  river  on  Fifteenth  street 
to  the  Rollersville  road,  there  would  certainly  not  be  over  50  houses,  would  there  f— 
A.  I  do  not  think  there  would.    There  would  not. 

Q.  Well,  then,  adopting  either  the  old  or  new  method  of  numbering,  is  it  not 
impossible  that  the  namber  1021  should  be  in  the  block  between  the  canal  and  the 
Rollersville  road  f — A.  It  would. 

Q.  Were  you  not  mistaken  in  saying  that  Stephen  Williams  should  have  been 
properly  found  at  or  near  the  Rollersville  road  f — A.  I  don't  think  so.  I  am  going  by 
the  way  the  numbers  run  on  the  houses  on  the  street,  and  that  number  would  be  about 
there. 

Q.  Give  some  of  the  numbers  about  there? — A.  I  can't;  it  has  been  too  long  to 
remember  the  numbers. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  you  simply  looked  at  the  wrong  place  for  Stephen  Williams  I— 
A.  Could  not  say  that  it  was.    I  could  only  go  by  the  numbers  on  the  houses. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross,  for  the  contestant : 

Q.  Referring  to  the  people  of  whom  you  made  inquiries,  at  the  locations  visited  by 
you,  were  they  residents  of  these  sections  t — A.  They  appeared  to  be. 

Q.  Referring  to  the  answer  that  as  a  general  thing  the  appearance  of  a  white  man 
at  the  residence  of  a  colored  man  excit^  snspicion  and  apprehension,  did  the  woman 
appear  to  be  excited  by  your  inquiries  t 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading.) 

A.  She  did  not. 

Q.  Referring  to  the  youns  lady  at  1600  Rollersville  road,  did  she  have  the  attitude 
and  appearance  of  being  at  nome  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  she  did  keep  the  store  there. 

Q.  Did  she  appear  to  be  acquainted  with  the  neighborhood? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading  and  suggestive  of  its  own 
answer.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  she  did.  Otis  D.  Florence. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  December,  18d5. 

[SEAL.]  Sam  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Puhlio^  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

A.  J.  THACKER,  sworn  for  the  contestant: 

I  reside  at  112  Mcintosh  street,  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia,  and  did  at 
the  time  of  the  special  election  for  Congressman,  October  2,  1895. 

Q.  Did  you  have  occasion  to  investigate  any  portion  of  the  registration  list,  and 
what  was  the  results? — A.  Yes,  sir;  13  names  only. 

Q.  Take  up  those  names  in  detail  and  state  what  you  learned  by  the  investiga- 
tion.— A.  I  investigated  the  name  of  John  Williams ;  residence.  Brooks  allev,  between 
Broad  and  Reynolds  streets;  age  21.  We  found  only  one  house  in  the  alley,  and  a 
party  by  the  name  of  Ben  Half  lived  there.  There  was  no  one  but  a  little  boy,  who 
said  his  name  was  Ann  or  Hannah ;  who  said  he  did  not  know  anyone  by  the  name 
in  the  alley ;  there  was  no  one  at  the  house.  He  said  no  one  by  the  name  of  John 
Williams  lived  in  the  alley.  The  boy  told  me  this,  and  he  lived  at  the  next  door  with 
a  white  lady.  He  was  the  only  one  in  the  alley  we  could  see.  We  iuvestigat'ed  the 
name  of  Ed  Handy,  age  22;  residence.  No.  5  Cohens  alley.  We  found  him  all  right, 
and  that  he  lived  where  he  said  he  did.  We  investigated  the  name  of  Lindsay 
Jacobs,  age  22 ;  residence,  Robersons  alley.  We  found  no  one  by  that  name  in  the 
alley.  Found  out  that  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Charlie  Jacobs  visited  a  girl  in  the 
alley,  but  that  he  never  lived  there.  So  the  people  who  live  in  the  alley,  and  had 
lived  in  it  for  several  years,  told  us. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  that  portion  of  the  foregoing  testimony  in  refer- 
ence to  what  other  people  told  the  witness,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal, 
and  inadmissible.) 

Found  out  on  further  investigation  that  Lindsey  Jacobs  lived  at  1214  Summer 
street.  I  went  to  see  him  the  next  afternoon  after  the  registration  closed,  and  saw 
him.    He  told  me  that  he  did  not  register. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  on  the  ground  of  hearsay.) 

We  investigated  the  name  of  George  A.  Washington,  age  21 ;  residence,  Robersons 
alley.    Could  not  find  anyone  that  knew  anything  about  any  such  a  party.    We  made 
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inqairiee;  oaUecl  at  three  different  hoases  in  the  alley.  There  is  no  numbers  on  the 
hoosee,  and  we  aisked  everyone  that  we  saw,  but  all  were  not  at  home. 
(The  council  for  contestee  objects  to  the  evidence  as  being  hearsay.) 
We  inveatigated  the  name  of  Briston  Williams,  age  21 ;  residence  in  Lots  alley. 
Found  that  he  bad  been  visiting  a  girl  in  the  allev,  but  they  could  not  tell  us  where 
be  lived.  Referred  us  to  a  house  in  Horseshoe  alley,  and  we  found  on  inquiry  that 
he  once  lived  there,  but  was  in  Hamburg,  S.  C. 

(Comiael  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  being  hearsay,  inadmissible,  and 
iUegaL) 

We  inveatiffated  the  name  of  John  Zeigler,  age  21 ;  residence  in  the  Richmond 
Academy  yard.  Found  two  houses  iu  the  yard.  George  Carpenter  lives  in  one  of 
the  hooaes,  and  did  not  know  any  such  party.  We  did  not  get  the  name  of  the  resi- 
dents at  the  other  house,  but  we  saw  the  woman  and  she  said  she  did  not  know  any- 
body bj  the  name.  There  are  only  two  houses  in  the  yard ;  inquired  of  the  residents 
of  both  boosee.  We  investigated  the  name  of  Tom  Lannam ;  age,  25 ;  residence  in 
Beans  alley;  gave  the  number  as  1291 ;  there  is  no  such  number.  We  found  that  he 
lived  at  No.  II,  and  his  children  said  that  he  was  30  years  of  age.  He  has  a  house 
fiill  of  children.  I  did  not  see  him.  The  only  information  I  have  is  what  the  chil- 
dren gave,  and  said  he  was  ftom  South  Carolina  about  a  year.  He  lives  in  the  same 
house  that  Abram  Sanders  lived  in.  Lanham  lived  in  the  rear.  Found  Sanders  all 
right ;  a^e  36.  We  lnvestig;ated  the  name  of  Mitchell  Miller,  age  22 ;  residence  rear  of 
the  national  bank ;  found  him  all  right.  We  investigated  the  name  of  Willie  Powell, 
site  21 ;  residence,  Spellmans  alley.  Gave  the  number  as  1115 ;  no  such  number  in  the 
slley  and  the  person  not  known  in  the  alley.  We  investigated  the  name  of  Lucius  Wil- 
liams, a^e  22;  residence,  Spellmans  alley.  Did  not  live  there,  but  visited  a  woman 
in  the  alley  by  the  name  of  Emma  Golden;  she  could  not  tell  me  where  he  lived. 
KUiot  Hammond  is  a  name  we  investigated;  age,  22;  residence.  No.  16  Spellmans 
alley.  There  are  no  numbers  in  the  alley.  We  could  not  find  the  party.  We  investi- 
gated the  name  of  Alfred  Harden,  age  35;  residence,  Spellmans  alley.  Found  him 
all  O.  K. 

Q.  Theae  investigations  and  the  information  given  were  derived  by  inquiry  at  the 
residence*  of  tbo  parties  given  you,  and  is  correct  so  far  as  you  could  ascertain,  are 
they  nott — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  give  these  investigations  to  the  board  of  registration f — A.  Returned  it 
to  Mr.  Dicks  and  don't  know  what  he  did  with  it. 
Q.  Were  these  parties  stricken  from  the  listf — A.  They  were  not. 
Q.  Were  they  allowed  to  remain  on  the  listf — A.  They  were, 
(j.  Did  you  testify  to  the  facts  as  stated  heref — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

i^.  Did  the  action  of  the  board  show  a  purpose  to  shield  the  list,  in  so  far  as  yon 
▼ere  treated ;  that  there  was  no  necesssity  for  yon  to  go  before  themt — A.  My  action 
was  not  regarded  as  anything  at  all,  before  the  board  of  registrars. 

Q.  Yon  went  into  this  investigation  in  good  faith,  to  purge  the  list  as  honest  citi- 
tcDS,  did  yon  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  tnat  it  is  for 
Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the 
riffht  to  aak  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless 
of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

Q.  Your  efforts  in  that  line  were  treated  with  contempt,  were  they  nott — A.  They 
▼ere  by  the  registrars. 

Q.  Were  you  discouraged  and  gave  up  the  efforts  because  of  your  treatment  and 
the  manner  of  the  board  t 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for 
Congress  to  decide  on  the  yalidity  or  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the 
right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regard- 
lets  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality. ) 
A.  Yea,  sir;  I  walked  out  of  the  room.  My  efforts  were  so  treated. 
Q.  So  far  aa  yon  could  Judge,  f^om  the  actions  of  the  board  of  registration,  from 
tbetr  apparent  inclination  to  ignore  the  honest  efforts  of  citizens  who  were  inclined 
to  purge  the  ballot,  i^m  their  treatment  of  your  actions  with  merriment  and  their 
disregard  of  your  sworn  affidavit,  and  of  those  associated  with  you  in  your  efforts 
to  purge  the  list,  do  you  think  you  stood  any  showing  whateyer  before  the  board  of 
ngiotration  then  in  charge  in  Richmond  County  t 

(Coonsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  leading  questions,  not  being 
•eeidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  tnat  it  is  for  Congress 
to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  qnestions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to 
Mk  and  insist  on  the  onestions,  ana  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the 
protest  as  to  its  illegality,  and  further,  on  the  ground  tiiat  the  witness  said  nothing 
ftbout  merriment  and  disregard  of  sworn  affida^ts ;  and  then,  farther,  on  the  ground 
tkat  it  ia  an  effort,  collaterally,  to  attack  the  action  of  the  board  of  registration). 

14441  W  &  B 10 
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A.  It  would  have  been  useless  to  have  contradicted  anything  or  bring  anything 
before  that  board  that  was  against  their  wishes. 

Q.  Then  you  are  convinced  that  it  was  not  their  wish  and  that  they  did  not  intend 
to  purge  the  listf 

(Counsel  for  oontestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questionsy 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for 
Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  tnat  he  has  the 
riffht  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions  and  tliat  the  witness  mast  answer  regardless 
of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Tney  did  not  intend  to  purge  the  list;  I  Judge  this  from  their  action. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chairman  of  the  registrars? — A.  Mr.  P.J.  Sullivan. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Sullivan  known  as  a  partisan  Democrat  f — ^A.  He  is. 

Q.  Is  he  regarded  as  a  conscienceless  partisan,  so  far  as  you  know  f — ^A.  I  don't 
know  that ;  I  can  not  answer.  I  do  not  think  he  would  give  Justice  on  the  other  side- 
to  the  opposition. 

Q.  Has  he  not  been  prominent  as  a  politician  or  heeler  in  several  past  elections  f— 
A.  Not  to  my  knowledge;  my  knowledge  does  not  extend  to  his  past  actions. 

Q.  Who  were  the  other  members  of  the  board f — ^A.  I  can't  tuink  of  the  gentle- 
men's name  in  the  countrv;  Dr.  Neil  Mclnnis  and  W.  H.  Hargraves,  but  I  am  not 
personally  acquainted  with. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Sullivan  appear  to  control  the  action  of  that  board? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is 
for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has 
the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer 
regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  He  certainly  did. 

Q.  Did  he  ignore  Populists  and  Kepublicans  in  their  eiforts  to  purge  the  listf 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  at  the  repeated  leading  qnestions, 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is 
for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  the  queetions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the 
right  to  ask  and  insist  on  these  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regard- 
less of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  As  far  as  I  know,  he  did.  One  reason  that  I  investigated  this  list  was  that  I 
heard  so  much 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  about  to  be  given,  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

talk  about  the  false  registration  ^oing  on.  I  came  down  here  to  the  conrt-honae  and 
was  present  when  one  fellow  registered  in  my  presence  by  the  name  of  Son  Bussell, 
residence,  No.  614  Taylor  street.  Having  nothing  to  do  that  day,  I  went  out  to  the 
house  given  to  see  whether  he  gave  it  correct  or  not,  and  there  was  no  such  party 
known  at  the  place.  They  had  never  heard  of  the  party  out  there.  Another  mIIow 
registered  at  106  Mcintosh  street,  but  I  think  his  name  was  stricken  from  the  list. 
I  succeeded  in  getting  his  name  stricken.  He  lived  next  door  to  me,  and  I  found  out 
that  he  had  been  a  resident  of  the  State  the  required  length  of  time.  He  went 
before  the  board  personally  himself  and  asked  to  be  taken  off. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote  in  1892  f — A.  I  voted  the  Democratic  ticket ;  I  voted 
for  Cleveland  and  Stevenson ;  I  did  not  vote  for  anyone  else.  I  have  been  a  resident 
of  the  city  since  1891.    There  is  nothing  further  that  I  desire  to  state. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  that  the  practices  of  fraud  carried  on  in  Augusta 
in  the  elections,  and  especially  the  elections  for  Congressmen,  have  been  injurious  to 
Augnsta's  trade  and  commercial  interests  in  the  country  contiguous  to  Augusta f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  coansel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is 
for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  uiat  he  has 
the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regard- 
less of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality ;  and  further,  that  it  is  inadmissible,  illegal, 
asking  for  an  opinion  about  facts  as  to  which  the  witness  can  have  no  knowledge, 
and  is  without  relevance  to  this  issue  in  any  sense  whatever;  that  it  is  in  the  history 
of  past  elections  not  involved  in  this  issue.) 

A.  I  think  it  has  ii^jured  Augusta's  commercial  interests  to  a  great  extent.  1  am 
in  the  brokerage  business,  and  my  business  relations  are  such  as  to  make  me  able  to 
judge  that  it  has  been  injurious  to  Augusta's  interests. 

Q.  Do  you  find  that  this  injury  is  a  settled  and  definite  matter  that  you  can  Judge 
oft  Is  it  a  matter  that  you  know  exists  f — A.  I  know  that  wages  have  been  cut 
more  here  than  anvwhere  else,  and  that  business  is  worse  here  than  anywhere  else. 
I  was  sick  on  the  day  of  election  and  had  been  sick  for  a  week ;  I  did  not  vote. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lamar,  counsel  for  contestee: 
<2.  What  is  your  business f — A.  Brokerage* 
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Q.  What  kind? — ^A.  The  money  bneineBs. 

Q.  Do  you  lend  in  small  same  and  for  short  times  f — ^A.  For  small  sums  and  short 
times. 

Q.  What  per  cent  do  yoa  charge  per  month  t — A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  Do  yon  charge  as  much  as  100  per  cent  per  month  t — ^A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  Have  yoa  ever  charged  as  much  as  200  per  centt — A.  I  decline  to  answer  the 
question. 

Q.  Yon  said  yon  were  in  the  brokerage  business,  and  that  it  enabled  yon  to  Judge 
the  effect  of  Augusta's  political  methods  on  Augusta's  business  interests  in  the  con- 
tixigeut  conntrr.    Do  you  lend  t-o  some  outside  of  Richmond  County  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Give  us  the  name  of  one  of  your  customers. — A.  I  do  not  give  yon  any  names 
vbsteTer. 

Q.  Well,  yon  can  give  us  the  name  of  some  one  of  your  customers  so  that  we  can 
find  oat  the  per  cent  of  interest  which  you  charge. — A.  I  do  not  give  names. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  know  that  the  political  methods  of  Augusta  nave  injured  yonr 
basineasf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  a  great  blessing  to  a  community  that  such  a  business 
ihould  be  li^uredf — A.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be.  It  might  be  a  blessing  to  a  com- 
mauity  if  those  i>eople  could  go  and  get  money  from  som^  one  else  and  pay  no  interest 
St  all;  of  course  it  would. 

Q.  Yon  know  that  Augusta's  commercial  business  has  been  injured  by  this  fraud 
in  elections  f — A.  I  know  it  by  handling  money. 

Q.  A  man  can  make  100  per  cent  at  tne  beginning,  but  he  can  not  keep  it  up  very 
long,  can  he  f — A.  I  can  show  you  customers  of  ours  who  have  made  money  and  paid  it. 

Q.  A  city  in  which  the  people  can  pay  100  per  cent  per  month  and  make  money 
voald  be  regarded  us  a  prosperous  city,  would  it  not  f 

^Counsel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  as  irrelevant  and  hynothetical,  and 
not  fonuded  on  facts,  and  not  founded  on  any  previous  statement  of  the  witness. ) 

A.  I  should  say  it  would  if  they  followed  it  up,  but  where  they  only  borrow  one 
time  and  then  quit  I  do  not  think  it  would.  If  yon  can  not  get  a  thing  at  one  price 
jon  should  have  the  privilege  of  going  and  get  it  at  another  price. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  legal  rate  of  interest  in  this  State? — A.  The  lawful  rate  of 
interest  is  7  per  cent  per  year. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  this  list  to  investigate  f — A.  Mr.  A.  P.  Dicks  gave  it  to  me  a  few 
dsys  before  the  registration  board  met.  That  was  after  the  registration  had  closed. 
It  was  abont  two  or  three  days  after,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  see  when  you  went  to  see  or  find  John  Williams  in  Brooks  alley  t — 
A.  We  saw  no  one  but  a  little  boy. 

Q.  How  old  was  hef — A.  He  looked  to  be  abont  10  years  old. 

Q.  Where  did  he  live f— A.  He  lived  with  the  white  people  next  door.  He  did  not 
nay  right  in  the  alley. 

(^.  Did  yon  knock  at  the  door  of  Ben  Hallf — A.  We  did.  The  house  was  locked 
sp  and  no  one  was  there.    He  was  an  ordinary  colored  boy. 

Q.  Strange  name  for  a  boy,  is  it  not,  Anna  or  Hannah? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  not  a  name  usually  given  to  boys,  is  it? — A.  It  is  not.  I  do  not  know  that 
it  was  a  nickname. 

(j.  What  was  his  last  name? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  this  boy  before  the  registration  board? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Yon  think  that  registrars  should  have  stricken  the  nameof  John  Williams  f^om 
the  list  because  a  little  negro  boy  by  the  name  of  Anna,  10  years  old,  who  did  not  live 
ezartly  in  the  alley,  told  yon  that  he  did  not  live  in  the  alley? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not; 
but  we  thought  it  ought  to  have  been  investigated. 

Q.  Yoa  were  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  investigation,  were  you  not  ? — A. 
Tw,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  expect  that  the  board  would  go  to  Brooks  alley  and  investigate, 
^id  yoaf — A.  We  thought  he  would  have  sent  someone  to  investigate,  but  he  said  it 
vu  «o  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  last  day,  that  he  said  I  would  have  to  go  out 
and  bring  the  parties  and  let  them  make  affidavits  before  him  as  to  their  names 
being  on  the  registration  list. 

Q.  Did  yon  do  that? — A.  I  did  not  have  time  to  do  it. 

Q.  Did  the  board  have  time? — A.  I  could  not  say  that  they  had  time  during  the 
f  nTgiog  of  the  list. 

Q.  Had  anybody  else  complained  of  John  Williams? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  thought  the  board  ought  to  have  made 
more  investigations? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  think,  £rom  the  information  that  yon  furnished,  that  they  would 
Ittvebeen  Justified  in  striking  the  name  of  John  Williams  from  the  list?— A.  I  do 
Bot,  sir. 

Q.  Same  thing  is  true  about  the  other  names  that  you  furnished  information 
Against,  is  it  not?— A.  It  is. 


148  WATSON    VS.    BLACK. 

Q.  You  do  not  claim  that  yonr  inveatigation  should  have  done  more  than  excite 
inqniry,  do  youf — A.  That's  all.  I  was  to  give  them  special  characters  and  names 
for  farther  iavfstigation.  I  thought  that  there  should  have  been  more  positive  evi- 
dence, and  the  mon  given  a  chance  to  go  before  the  board. 

Q.  When  was  thenrst  time  that  you  went  before  the  board? — A.  I  went  before 
the  board  at  the  tirst  opportunity  that  they  gave  me.  There  were  a  number  of  names 
that  had  been  given  in  at  first,  and  they  were  laid  aside,  and  on  the  last  dav  about 
1,000. 

Q.  How  laid  aside;  you  mean  that  they  were  not  reached f — A.  I  don't  know.  I 
turned  over  my  list  to  the  man  who  ^ave  it  to  me,  and  made  aflidavit  to  the  facts 
stated  here.    I  do  not  know  when  this  man  handed  it  to  the  board  of  registration. 

Q.  I  believe  that  you  have  already  said  that  this  information  about  the  names  that 
yon  investigated  was  of  such  a  character  that  you  did  not  claim  that  the  boaid 
ought  to  have  stricken  the  names,  but  have  further  investigated ;  and  also  that  the 
reason  the  board  did  not,  was  that  it  was  the  last  day  and  they  did  not  have  timef— 
A.  The  board  said  we  would  have  to  notify  the  parties  and  bring  in  the  witnesses 
that  we  had  the  conversations  with  and  had  gotten  our  information  as  to  the  resi- 
dence of  the  parties. 

Q.  It  was  then  too  late  to  do  thatf — A.  It  was  then  3  o'clock  of  the  last  day.  Some 
of  the  people  in  the  alley  we  asked  how  long  they  had  been  living  there ;  some  were 
personally  known  to  me.  I  did  not  make  a  note  of  names,  as  we  thought  that  a  com- 
mittee from  the  board,  composed  from  both  parties,  Democrats  and  Populists,  would 
be  sent  out  to  make  further  investigations.  I  did  not  get  any  more  information  for 
this  reason.  Some  of  the  parties  I  found  all  right.  Think  there  were  three  or  four 
that  I  found  all  right. 

Q.  Where  is  Spellman's  alley? — A.  Between  Gumming  and  Collock  streets,  run- 
ning parallel  between  Green  and  Telfair. 

Q.  Gumming  street  is  Tenth  street? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  number  in  the  alley  on  this  square  would  be  1000? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  in  the  block  above  1100?— A.  Yoh,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  number  that  Will  Powell  was  given  as  residing  at? — A.  We  could 
not  find  the  number,  1115.  Saw  a  girl  in  the  yard  and  she  said  she  did  not  know  the 
party. 

Q.  There  is  such  a  number  on  Green?— A.  I  suppose  there  is. 

Q.  And  the  rear  of  that  number  would  open  up  in  that  alley? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there 
is  two  houses  on  that  side  of  the  alley  that  are  anywhere  near  where  the  number 
should  be. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  the  number  in  Spellman's  alley  that  you  asked  at? — A.  One 
house  there  was  no  one  at  home,  and  at  the  other  made  inquiries  of  a  girl  in  the  back 
yard. 

Q.  You  did  not  make  innuiries  in  the  back  yards  of  the  houses  facing  on  Green, 
with  rear  opening  on  the  alley? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  into  the  back  yard  of  the  houses  fronting  on  Green  street,  and 
the  same  is  true  of  the  same  in  the  1000  Block,  the  square  below? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  is  possible  that  these  people  lived  in  the  back  yards  and  you  didn't 
inquire? — ^A.  We  did  not. 

Q.  Yon  criticised  Mr.  Sullivan  and  said  that  he  did  not  act  fair.  Have  you  stated 
all  that  he  said? — A.  I  tell  yon  why  I  said  so.  He  spoke  very  short.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  his  way  or  not;  a  day  or  two  before  I  wasbeiore  him,  but  it  was 
during  the  sitting  of  the  board.  I  carried  a  boy  or  sent  a  boy  to  the  office  and  came 
myself.  We  both  got  there  at  about  the  same  time.  This  boy  had  registered  and  his 
name  was  on  the  list,  and  he  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  to  be  in  the  county 
six  months.  He  was  from  Lincoln  County.  Mr.  Sullivan  was  in  the  room  to  himseu 
and  I  made  a  statement  and  said  the  boy  wanted  to  get  his  name  off  the  list.  Mr.  Sul* 
livan  asked  him  how  he  come  to  register,  and  called  to  the  sheriff  and  said  arrest  that 
man  and  write  me  a  warrant,  that  he  would  send  him  to  Jail  and  make  an  example  of 
him.  This  frightened  the  boy.  He  had  onlv  been  in  the  county  six  weeks.  Mr.  Sul- 
livan then  went  into  the  room  before  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  board  and  we  were 
qualified,  and  the  boy  then  swore  that  he  was  all  right,  that  he  was  21  years  old,  he 
guessed,  as  his  father  had  turned  him  loose,  and  that  he  said  he  never  turned  them 
loose  till  they  were  21.  The  warrant  was  dropped  and  the  boy  was  turned  loose  and 
his  name  placed  on  the  list.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  name  was  taken  off.  I 
carried  the  boy's  father's  affidavit  to  them^  in  which  it  was  stated  that  he  was  not  of 
age  and  not  a  resident  of  the  county  the  time  required  by  law.  The  way  that  Mr. 
Sullivan  talked,  spoke,  and  acted  then  and  on  the  last  day  is  why  I  said  what  I  did. 
Another  name  was  stricken  that  registered  from  106  Mcintosh  street.  He  was  from 
South  Carolina  and  was  next  door  to  me,  and  I  asked  him  about  the  length  of  time  be 
had  been  in  the  city,  and  he  said  he  was  from  South  Carolina  only  a  few  months  and  did 
not  know  that  he  registered  unlawfully.  I  told  him  to  go  before  the  board  and  tell 
t.    He  came  personally  before  the  board  and  made  his  statement.    These  aro  the  facts 
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from  which  I  drew  my  coaolasioos  as  stated.    I  Judged  from  them.    I  had  seen  men 

¥ud  money  for  re^stering;  saw  dififerent  parties'  taxes  ]>aid,  some  $1  and  some  $2. 
bey  were  taken  or  carried  opposite  to  the  registration  office  and  were^iven  10  cents. 
I  do  not  remember  any  names.  They  were  carried  into  the  room  opposite  and  I  stood 
at  the  front  door  and  saw  in.  I  did  not  so  into  the  room.  I  do  not  know  the  names 
of  the  men  who  were  in  there;  saw  Son  Kussell  go  in  there,  but  did  not  see  him  get 
money.  I  did  see  others  get  money.  This  was  before  the  meeting  of  the  registrars 
and  while  the  registration  was  goin^  on,  about  a  month  before  the  registration  closed 
probably.  My  principal  customers  in  my  business  are  colored;  but  I  have  some  who 
ans  white. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross,  for  the  contestant : 

Q.  If  these  parties  who  registered  f^om  Spellman's  alley  actually  lived  on  Green 
vtnetf  then  they  were  improperly  registered,  were  they  not? — A.  They  should  have 
been  registered  in  the  rear  or  the  number  of  the  Green  street  number  or  Spellman's 
alley. 

i^l  What  would  have  been  the  correct  nnmberf — A.  He  might  give  the  number  In 
the  alley  or  rear  of  the  street  number.  If  he  lived  in  the  rear  of  the  house  on  Green 
street,  he  should  have  given  in  the  rear  of  the  Green  street  number.  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  correct  to  give  the  number  of  the  alley.    That  is  my  impression. 

Mr.  I/AMAR.  The  same  space  might  be  in  the  rear  in  the  alley  as  on  Green  street 
and  the  same  number? 

A.  It  won  Id  be  the  same  in  the  rear.  The  number  would  be  the  same  in  the  alley 
on  the  street. 

Mr.  Gross.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  the  registration  laws  of  the  State  f 

A.  I  have  not. 

Mr.  Lamak.  Yon  are  an  expert  in  the  interest  laws  of  the  State. 

A.  I  do  not  consider  myself  an  expert  in  anything. 

A.  J.  Thacker. 

Sworn  to  and  sabscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  December,  1895. 

[seal.]  Sam  T.  Potts,  .Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Richmond  Count jf,  Georgia, 

I        At  the  conclnsion  of  the  examination  of  this  witness  a  recess  was  taken  until 
Saturday,  December  the  28th,  1895,  at  10  a.  m. 

COURT-HOUSR,  December  28, 1895, 
Taking  of  testimony  bt*gan  at  10  a.  m. 

Appears  for  contestant,!}.  M.  Gross,  esq.;  appears  for  the  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar 
eaq. 

J.  L.  CABTLEDGE,  sworn  for  contestant : 

I  reside  in  the  village  of  Snmmerville,  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia,  and 
did  at  the  time  of  the  special  election  for  Congressman,  October  the  2d,  1895. 

Q.  Did  yoa  have  occasion  to  notice  the  methods  of  the  registration  f — A.  From 
time  to  time  1  visited  the  court-honse  during  the  registration,  and  also  the  various  pre- 
eiaets  in  the  various  wards  after  th  v  were  opened  from  day  to  day  as  it  was  going  on. 

(j.  State  fully  any  thing  going  to  show  that  the  registration  list  was  illegal. 

(Counsel  fur  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  leading  questions,  not  being 
lecidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress 
to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to 
«k  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer,  regardless  of  the 
protest  as  to  ita  illegality.) 

A  Well ,  as  I  said,  I  went  to  the  court-house  nearly  every  dav  during  the  time  that  the 
ngiatration  was  going  on,  and  I  saw  several  white  men  and  two  negroes  who  were 
■aoipnlating  the  negroes,  and  working  with  them  or  urging  them  and  bringing  them 
is  to  reinster.  pre-neuting  them  for  registration.  After  having  registered  they  would 
carry  them  to  the  room  across  the  hall  from  the  registration  oflice.  The  heelers 
vosld  carry  them  into  this  room.  I  never  went  into  this  room.  The  name  of  the 
heeler  was  Zack  Keener.  He  seemed  to  be  the  boss  of  the  manipulating;  passed  in 
'  kkI  out  of  this  room  around  among  them.  Saw  Messrs.  Ed  Stone,  Pat  Brock,  Berry 
JofaoBoa,  and  Tom  Height  and  Josh  Johnson,  both  colored.  Mr.  Davis,  here,  I  saw 
at  the  other  ward.  These  were  the  chief  ones  who  manipulated  the  negroes,  urging 
tbem  to  register  and  bringing  them  in  and  out.  While  I  was  there  one  day  they 
broaght  in  a  young  negro  who  gave  his  name  as  Joe  Walker.  He  was  brought  in  by 
Torn  Height.  He  looked  very  young  and  said  he  lived  on  Hale  street,  at  419  or  429. 
I  am  speaking  from  memory  and  will  not  be  positive,  and  1  did  not  think  he  was  a 
1^1  or  qnalified  voter,  and  so  1  went  to  the  residence  given  and  inquired  as  to  its 
correctness,  and  to  see  if  anybody  by  the  name  lived  in  the  neighborhood.  1  found 
t^  house  and  discovered  that  it  was  unoccupied.    I  inquired  on  both  sides  of  the 
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street  on  the  entire  block,  and  no  one  knew  of  any  each  party  by  the  name  who 
lived  in  the  neighborhood,  and  1  made  similar  inyeetigations  in  some  fifty  or  one 
hundred  instances,  at  the  least,  in  yarions  parts  of  the  city,  and  fonnd  nine-tentiu 
to  be  incorrect,  and  J  nst  about  in  substance  as  above  as  the  first  one  I  have  given 
before  that  I  investigated.    I  did  not  keep  a  list  of  these  iuvestigations  that  I  made. 
I  made  the  iuvestigations  for  the  paper  and  thev  are  on  file.    I  repeated  these 
investigations  from  day  to  day  for  the  paper  to  show  the  fact  of  illegal  re^strs- 
tions.    These  reports,  were  made  througn  the  Tribune.    Coald  get  a  list  of  the  inrea- 
tijg^ations  from  the  paper  if  necessary.    When  the  various  offices  were  opened  in  the 
different  wards  of  the  city  and  1  visited  them,  I  fonnd  that  the  force  of  heelers  had 
been  divided  around  for  each  ward.    Saw  Mr.  Pat  Brook  at  the  Fourth  Ward  hand- 
ling the  negroes  pretty  much  as  it  was  being  done  at  the  court-house.    I  saw  Mr. 
Davis,  here,  doing  about  the  same  thing  at  the  Third  Ward.    In  the  Fifth  Ward  they 
had  Bob  Harper,  colored,  and  a  white  man  by  the  name  of  Berry  Johnson.    At  these 
various  offices  they  had  crowds  of  negroes  passing  backward  and  forth  to  the  ne&iwt 
barroom,  and  the  names  were  being  put  down,  and  these  heelers  would  follow  them 
up  to  the  registration  desk  or  window,  call  out  names,  help  them  to  answer  the 
questions  of  the  registrar  clerk.    Sometimee  they  would  get  turned  down  and  go  off 
and  then  come  back  and  register. 

Q.  Did  they  appear  to  make  a  business  of  registering  the  negro  voters  f — A.  I 
think  they  did.  I  know  that  several  warrants  were  sworn  out  for  the  arrest  of  these 
names  which  had  been  registered  and  rould  not  be  found,  that  were  fictitious.  I 
remember  there  was  one  name  registered  as  Tom  Little,  up  on  Jones  street,  and  I 
went  up  there  in  company  with  8. B.Vaughn, esq.  We  got  an  affidavit  from  the 
boy's  mother  giving  the  year  in  which  he  was  born — in  short,  that  he  was  less  than 
21  years  of  age.  He  was  arrested  on  a  warrant  sworn  out  and  he  was  brought  before 
Juage  Muse,  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  shortly  after.  He  gave  bond  and  I  don't  know 
what  became  of  the  case.  We  have  never  b«-en  called  to  testify  in  the  case  at  all. 
I  do  know  that  he  was  stricken  from  the  list.  I  never  saw  an  authorized  list  of  the 
voters. 

Q.  These  gentlemen  that 'yon  term  heelers  were  known  as  active  heelers,  were 
they  nott 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  qnestions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for 
contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  insisting  that  he  has  a  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  these  questions,  and  that 
the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  of  the  instances  of  that  fifty  or  one  hundred  cases  that 
you  examined  and  found  the  parties  did  not  live  where  they  were  reputed  to  live; 
do  you  remember  their  names  in  any  instance? — A.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  sny 
of  the  parties  now;  several  lived  on  Gwinnett,  Jones  streeta,  and  other  streets. 

Q.  From  the  examinations  made  did  yon  find  it  to  be  a  practice  of  the  heelers  to 
register  every  party  they  could,  regardless  of  lefj^al  qualifications  t 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for  contestee  stating  that  it  is  for 
Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  qnestions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the 
right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless 
of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  of  the  same  parties  registering  more  than  once 
under  the  same  name  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  qnestions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  oonnsel 
for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these 
onestions,  and  insisting  that  be  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and 
that  the  witness  must  answer  the  questions  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  ille- 
gality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  King  Moss  is  an  example.  He  registered  once  from  Qwinnett  street, 
and  once  from  some  other  street;  1  think  it  was  Jones.  He  registered  under  the 
same  name  twice  from  two  different  localities. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  him  register  twice? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  I  do  not  know  that  he 
was  on  the  list.  Mr.  Dicks,  who  was  at  work  making  the  list,  told  me,  and  I  only 
know  it  by  that. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  King  Moss, 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  men  at  the  court-house,  going  in  and  out  of  the  room  across  the 
hall,  in  company  with  the  heelers;  did  yon  see  any  money  pass? — A.  I  don't  know 
whether  they  were  paid  or  not ;  I  do  not  know.  I  do  know  that  they  were  careful 
to  carry  everyone  across  the  hall  into  this  room. 
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Q.  Would  they  hftve  any  other  hasineaa  to  go  into  that  room  unless  for  the  pnr- 
poM  of  heing  paid  or  for  illegal  purposes  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  contestant  stating  tdat  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  insisting  tnat  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that 
the  witness  must  answer  the  qnestiou  regardless  of  the  protests  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  No,  so  far  as  I  know. 

(^.  These  voters  who  would  register  at  the  outside  wards  and  were  taken  by  the 
heelers  to  the  nearest  barroom,  ror  what  purpose? — A.  I  really  could  not  say.  I  did 
not  follow  any  of  them.  That  was  a  constant  practice  whenever  the  heelers  were 
St  work.  Until  the  heelers  arrived  in  the  morning  there  was  no  registering  to 
smoant  to  anything,  but  as  soon  as  they  got  there  crowds  wonld  gather  and  go  to 
registering.  When  they  hanged  up  the  registration  would  practically  cease.  I 
mean  when  they  would  go  off  for  dinner,  and  so  forth. 

Q.  After  dinner  would  it  proeeedf — A.  Till  the  closing  of  the  registration  office  in 
the  afternoon.  I  might  state  here  that  the  most  of  the  negroes  gave  their  ages  from 
21  to  22 — ^the  most  of  them  21,  and  wonld  register  without  paying  any  tax. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  the  election? — A.  Visited  the  difterent  wards  of  the  city 
daring  the  day  of  the  election. 

Q.  Qive  us  an  account  of  your  trips. — ^A.  I  went  to  Snmmerville,  the  Twelve  hnn- 
dr^  and  sixty -ninth  district,  early  in  the  morning  and  voted  there.  I  stayed  up 
there  abont  a  half  an  hour  or  an  hour.  There  was  nothing  particularly  going  on 
there.  The  managers  were  Charles  Skinner  and  John  Price.  That's  only  two  that 
I  know  to  be  managers.  Neither  of  the  gentlemen  are  Populists.  I  saw  no  other 
msnsffer  there.     The  Populists  were  not  represented,  so  far  as  1  know. 

(^.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  at  this  pollf — A.  Not  while  I  was  thereu 

Q.  Prom  there  where  did  you  got — A.  I  went  to  the  First  Ward;  took  the  street 
eve;  got  there  abont  9  or  10  o'clock.  The  voting  of  the  negroes  was  going  on  rap- 
idly at  the  negro  box.  There  was  a  gate  Just  at  the  side  of  the  voting  window 
▼here  the  colored  box  was  situated.  The  voting  window  faced  Broad  street.  The 
iie)>Toes  were  crowding  in  that  alley,  and  they  would  come  out  and  go  to  the  window. 
There  was  a  white  man  by  the  name  of  Rawls  who  called  the  names  as  the  negroes 
would  come  up  to  the  window  and  strike  his  pencil  through  the  name  as  they  wonld 
rote,  when  they  would  turn  and  hand  in  the  tickets.  They  would  pass  in  and  out  of 
this  gate  and  up  to  this  box,  and  after  voting  they  wonld  go  back  into  the  gate. 
Kept  this  up  while  I  was  there,  which  was  dfteen  or  twenty  minutes,  I  suppose. 
Mr.  Muse  was  at  the  white  box.  1  do  not  know  the  other  managers.  There  was  not 
1  Popallst  on  the  board  of  managers  at  that  place. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  the  same  squa<l  of  ne^oes  voting  more  than  once  f 

(Coansel  for  oontestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  leading  questions  of  the 
connsel  for  the  contestant,  the  same  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  the  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  tne  validity  of  these 

aaestions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  question,  and 
tiat  the  witness  mnst  answer  regardless  of  the  protests  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A  Evidently  they  were  the  same  squad. 

Q.  Yon  mean  that  you  recognized  them  as  the  same  ones  by  their  clothing,  etc.  ? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions 
of  the  connsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  connsel 
forcoDtestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  question,  and  that 
thewitnens  mnst  answer  regardless  of  the  protests  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Tes,  sir;  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  1  would  say  they  were  the  same  ones. 

Q.  Were  they  in  charge  of  Democrats? 

(Coansel  for  the  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  ques* 
tioDDof  the  counsel  for  the  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the 
eocmsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  t'O  decide  on  the  validity  of  these 

Snestions,  and  Insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  question,  and 
list  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protests  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  polls  were  in  charge  of  the  Democrats,  were  they  notf 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions  of 
the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for 
Amteetant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  the  question, 
isd  ioftisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questioui  and  that  the 
vitBessmnsi  answer  regardless  of  the  protests  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Democrats  were  running  things  at  the  polls  with  a  high  hand,  were  they  not? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  questions  of  the 
<*uiiel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  connsel  for  the  con- 
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testaut  stating  that  it  is  for  ConffreBs  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  qnestionfiy 
and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  question,  and  that  the 
witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protests  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  from  there  to  the  Second  Ward  polls,  or  the  court-house.  Mr. 
W.  U.  Uargraves  was  at  the  white  box,  uiid  Mr.  W.  T.  Lauiar  was  at  the  colored  box. 
The  voting  precinct  was  in  the  basement  of  the  court-house.  Mr.  Uargraves  was  a 
Populist  and  Mr.  Lamar  was  a  Democrat.  I  didn't  stay  there  but  a  few  moments. 
They  were  handling  the  negroes  as  thoy  were  at  the  First  Ward.  At  a  glance  I  saw 
it  was  the  same  situation,  and  did  not  stay  there  long. 

Q.  Who  appeared  to  be  in  charge  down  here? — A.  Saw  Mr.  D'Antignac  and  two 
or  three  others  who  were  handling  the  uigro  at  this  precinct. 

Q.  Did  von  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  at  this  ward? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  pur])OBe,  the  coun- 
sel for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  tor  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  the 
question,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and 
tnat  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Well,  I  saw  the  crowd  of  negroes  passing  back  and  forth.  About  twenty  or 
thirty,  apparently  the  same  ones.  They  went  around  the  building  and  tow>ird  the 
back  steps  of  the  building  after  each  voting.  They  voted  at  the  cidored  window 
and  passed  baok  toward  the  back  steps.  They  were  just  passing  back  and  forward. 
I  did  not  follow  them. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  them  vote  more  than  oncef 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  protCHt-s  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  ques- 
tions of  the  counsel  for  the  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  pnrpose, 
the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of 
these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  tu  ank  and  insist  on  the  qaestion, 
and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  ot  the  protest  as  to  it-s  illegality.) 

A.  The  same  ones,  I  judged,  voted  over  and  over  again. 

Q.  For  whom  did  they  vote?— A.  As  far  as  I  was  able  to  see,  for  Mr.  Black.  They 
were  managed  by  men  known  to  be  Hlack*s  friends,  and  1  saw  iilack's  name  on 
the  tickets  in  the  hands  of  some  of  them.  They  did  not  attempt  to  liide  their  tick- 
ets. I  could  not  say  ho  v  many  times  they  repeated;  I  did  not  stay  but  a  short 
while.  From  this  ward  I  went  to  the  Third  Ward  polls.  I  lound  tliingH  at  this  ward 
just  about  the  same.  They  ha<l  a  gate  at  the  side  of  the  engine  htiuse,  opening  into 
the  lot  and  out  into  the  street.  The  negroes  would  come  out  of  this  ^ate  and  go  up 
to  the  voting  window.  They  would  go  back  and  forth  to  and  f  roui  this  gate.  They 
were  voting  rapidly. 

Q.  Were  they  managed  by  white  men  known  to  be  ardent  Democrats  and  workers 
and  supporters  of  Mr.  Black? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  ques- 
tions of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the 
counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of 
the  question,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  question, 
and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  f»f  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir.  That's  about  all  that  I  saw  there  on  my  first  visit.  I  didn't  stay 
long,  leaving  in  a  few  minutes.    I  went  to  the  Fourth  Ward.  ^ 

Q.  What  did  you  see  there? — A.  It  was  worse  there  than  at  any  ward  I  visited. 
They  had  a  high  barricade  of  boards  built  up  in  front  of  the  engine  house  or  build- 
ing where  the  voting  was  going  on.  This  barricade  was  higher  than  a  iiian*s  head, 
and  you  could  not  see  over  it  from  the  front.  I  might  explain  here  that  there  were 
three  boxes  at  this  ward.  There  is  a  small  door  at  the  right  of  the  engine  house,  at 
which  the  colored  box  was  stationed;  in  the.  main  door  there  was  another  box 
arranged,  and  at  the  window  to  the  left  there  was  another  box.  All  of  the  boxes 
-were  in  the  one  room.  The  entrances  to  the  boxes  were  blocked  off  by  the  barricades, 
and  there  was  a  se])arate  way  to  go  in  and  come  out  from  the  boxes.  I  saw  the 
negroes  managed  there  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  other  wards.  The  entrances  to  the 
boxes  were  narrow  and  they  were  jammed  in  there  as  close  as  yon  could  get  them. 
They  were  not  packed  as  close  as  sardines  in  a  box.  There  were  some  four  or  live 
negroes  there  while  I  was  there  with  Watson  ticket,  taking  their  turn,  by  getting  in 
the  masH,  and  they  were  nhoved  on  through  and  came  out  with  their  tickets  and 
oould  not  get  to  vote.  Thry  told  lue  that  tbey  were  shoved  out  and  not  allowed  to 
vote— to  put  in  their  tickets.    They  were  shoved  out  after  going  cb'an  through. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  that  portion  of  the  testimony  as  to  what  was  told 
him,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  aud  inadinisHible.) 

I  saw  them  go  through.  I  went  to  the  other  window;  it  was  so  crowded  there 
that  I  could  not  get  in,  and  went  to  the  other  box.  1  saw  Mr.  Dann  Kerr  on  the 
inside,  where  the  managers  were,  and  I  asked  him  or  stated  to  him  that  there  were 
complaints  from  several  negro  voters  who  wanted  to  vote  for  Mr.  Watson ;  that  they 
had  been  crowded  out,  and  I  asked  to  have  a  representative  at  the  window  at  the 
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«oloreil  box.  He  made  some  inqniries  among  the  managers,  the  nature  of  which  I 
do  not  know,  an<l  they  replied  to  me  that  they  would  not  allow  anybody  at  the  win- 
dow. They  would  not  allow  us  to  have  a  representative  at  the  window  at  all. 
Thf«e  nejH'^M^s  ])iished  out  when  they  entered.  1  could  not  say,  of  my^wu  knowl- 
edge, that  they  voted  or  not.  1  did  not  say  anything  further,  as  I  saw  it  was  no 
aae.  There  were  general  complaints  that  fraud  was  there.  All  manner  of  fraud 
and  intimidation  was  used.  The  manner  of  the  crowd  was  manifest  intimidation 
to  those  who  went  to  vote  for  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  How  was  a  would-be  Watson  negro  treated? — A.  They  were  crowded  out  of 
the  alley  on  through  and  no  attention  paid  to  them  at  all.  We  tried  to  get  a  repre- 
sentation at  the  window  and  we  failed.    These  negroes  were  hustling  out  of  the  way. 

Q.  Who  was  doing  this  intimidation  and  pushing  of  these  ne^oes  through  without 

fiviug  them  a  chance  to  cast  their  ballotf  I  don't  mean  individuals,  but  party? — A. 
don^  know  what  individual.  I  saw  Mr.  Pat  Brock  and  he  seemed  to  be  the  chief 
one  of  the  crowd  in  this  alleyway.  If  a  man  didn't  have  a  Black  ticket,  he  was  not 
in  it. 

Q.  Are  thei>e  statements  that  you  have  sworn  to  the  result  of  suspicion,  hearsay, 
and  imagination,  or  are  they  what  you  saw  or  witnessed,  or  results  of  observation? — 
A.  They  are  what  I  saw,  and  have  a  personal  knowledge  of  my  observations.  I 
went  from  the  Fourth  to  the  Fifth  Ward.  Well,  about  the  same  methods  were 
being  employed,  but  the  Democratic  workers  there  could  not  manage  the  negro  vote 
a«  well  as  at  other  wards.  They  met  with  more  difficulty.  They  were  taking 
negroes  just  in  the  rear  of  the  barracks  and  Irom  there  bringing  them  to  vote  at  the 
window,  and  having  them  to  vote.  The  negro  voting  place  at  this  ward  was  to  the 
left,  facing  the  barracks,  jnst  around  the  corner  of  the  building,  at  a  window  on  the 
west  side  of  the  building.  The  white  box  was  in  the  front  window  of  the  building. 
Tbey  bad  a  barricade  in  front  of  the  negro  window.  This  barrlt-ade  was  a  high 
board  fence.  Yon  could  not  see  the  box  because  of  it.  It  went  out  from  the 
comer  of  the  building  about  ten  feet.  While  at  the  white  box  yon  could  not  see 
the  negro  box.  There  was  Mr.  Read  and  several  other  Populists  there  watching, 
and  the  Deoiocrats  did  not  have  it  their  own  way.  The  Populists  were  at  work  try- 
inf(to  counteract  the  work  of  the  Democrats.  It  was  the  only  ward  at  which  they 
had  a  fair  showing  and  they  carried  it.  It  was  the  only  place  where  they  did  not 
vote  the  entire  list  of  voters,  so  far  as  I  know.    I  mean  the  Democrats. 

Q.  The  Populists  carried  the  precinct? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  saw  no  intimidatit»n  at  that  ward  by  the  Populists? — A.  So  far  as  the  Pop- 
nlists  were  concarne^l  every  man  voted  as  he  pleust-d.  There  was  no  intimidation  so 
&r  as  I  know.  From  this  waid  I  went  in  to  the  office  to  report,  and  after  that  1  took 
niy  lounds  bstck  again.  I  am  a  newspaper  reporter;  I  report  for  the  Dnily  Tribune. 
From  the  ofSoe  I  went  back  to  the  >irbt  Ward,  on  the  street  cars.  It  was  about  2 
o'clock  when  1  reached  the  First  Ward  the  second  time.  The  voting  had  entirely 
cesMd,  and  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Nnruberger  that  the  entire  list  had  been  voted 
of  the  negro  list,  except  three  names,  and  that  they  were  just  waiting  for  th«*m  to 
coiue  from  the  warehnuse  where  they  worked. 

(Coiuisel  ft^r  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  Mr.  Nurnberger  said  as 
being  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

The  heelers  had  gone  That  was  nu  hour  before  the  polls  closed.  From  there  I 
eaoie  to  tha  Second  Ward.  Things  had  quieted  down  very  much.  They  were  voting 
•omc,  but  very  slowly.  I  did  not  stay  at  the  First  iind  Second  wards  only  ab  ut  live 
minntes.  I  went  to  the  Third  Ward,  haw  several  white  men  vote.  I  went  up  to 
the  white  window  to  learn  how  the  vot<-  stood  and  asktd  fur  the  vote,  when  Mr. 
Tim  Heardon  shoved  me  to  one  side,  by  punhing  me  to  one  side,  and  snatched  the 

Siper  from  my  band  on  which  I  had  taken  down  the  information  that  I  came  after. 
e  curse<l  some  kind  of  an  oath  and  pnshed  me  in  the  back  to  one  side.  I  did  not 
make  any  veply,  but  got  my  notes  ana  went  on.  The  voting  at  the  colored  box  had 
sboQt  ceased.  I  went  to  the  Fourth  Ward.  At  this  ward  it  was  still  going  on,  but 
■ot  lo  rapidly  aa  on  my  iiiat  trip  in  the  morning.  That's  about  all.  My  business  as 
s  newspaper  reporter  gives  me  a  good  opportunity  to  observe  the  way  things  are 
worked  iu  this  city;  it  puts  me  in  touch  with  what  is  going  on. 

V.  From  that  knowledge,  so  obtained,  you  are  satintied,  are  you  not,  that  the 
policy  of  the  Democrats  of  Richmond  County  is  to  control  re^^ardless  of  methods? 

(Counsel  for  contentee  objects  to  the  repeated  leading  questions  of  the  counsel  for 
contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for  contentant 
italing  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  the  q^uestions,  and  insist* 
ia%  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  tuat  the  witness  must 
uuver  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  candid  opinion. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  efforts  of  certain  citizens  to  purge  the  regis* 
tistion  list  of  the  county  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  an  organized  effort? — ^A.  I  suppose  that  you  might  term  it  that.    I  can 
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not  say  whether  it  could  he  called  an  organized  effort  or  not.  There  was  an  effort  on 
the  part  of  certain  citizens  to  have  the  list  parked,  and  they  made  some  attemptB 
along  that  line.  The  attempts  were  all  failures,  I  think;  in  fact,  I  know  it  was. 
Q.  Was  this  effort  of  the  citizens  discountenanced  and  obstacles  thrown  in  its  way  t 
(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  at  the  repeated  leading  questions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  vaiidity  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  (question,  and  that 
the  witness  must  answer,  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  know  that  it  was,  and  by  eyerything  that  the  Democrats  conld 
marshal.  I  don't  know  that  there  is  anything  more  that  I  wish  to  say ;  I  have  no 
particular  grievance  of  my  own. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lamar,  for  contestee: 

Q.  Mr.  Cartledge,  what  is  the  politics  of  the  Tribunet — A.  It  is  Populist  in  poli- 
tics. 

Q.  Ton  report  on  that  paper  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  longf — A.  Ever  since  it  started. 

Q.  It  has  been  a  very  warm  supporter  of  Mr.  Watson  all  this  time,  has  it  notf— A. 
It  has  been  a  warm  supporter  of  Mr.  Watson ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  au  A.  P.  A.  f — A.  I  reftise  to  answer. 

Q.  What  time  does  your  paper  come  out  in  the  afternoon  f — A.  After  3  and  before 5. 

Q.  What  time  do  your  reports  of  news  have  to  be  in  the  office  f — A.  Usually  all  in  by 
3  o'clock.    We  haye  no  special  rule  or  time  for  going  to  ^ress. 

Q.  How  lonfi[  was  your  report  on  the  day  of  the  election  f — A.  Something  over  a 
column,  I  think;  possibly  over  two. 

Q.  You  hadn't  written  it  when  you  went  into  the  office? — A.  No,  sir;  I  went  into 
the  office  about  12  o'clock  and  then  wrote  the  bulk  of  the  article. 

Q.  How  long  does  it  take  to  set  that  up  f — A.  It  depends  on  the  number  of  printers 
that  you  put  on  it. 

'  Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  in  the  office  that  dayf — A.  I  stayed  about  an  hour.  I 
usually  stay  about  an  hour  or  au  hour  and  a  half  when  I  go  into  the  office  on  the 
first  trip.  I  got  to  the  office  at  about  12  o'clock.  I  came  from  the  Fifth  Ward  polls 
to  the  office.  The  office  is  just  above  the  Fifth  Ward,  in  the  edge  of  Snmmerville. 
I  don't  remember  whether  I  walked  or  got  on  the  cars.  The  cars  pass  the  barracks 
and  also  the  office.    The  upper  barracks  is  in  the  Fifth  Ward. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  t^e  Fifth  Ward  on  your  rounds  f — ^A.  I  did  not  stay 
long;  saw  that  my  people  had  the  swing. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  there  at  the  Fifth  Wardf—A.  Looked  on,  talked  to  the  Popu- 
lists there,  and  stayed  there  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  the  Fourth  Ward  f — A.  Stayed  there  some  little  time.  I 
did  not  take  special  notice  of  the  passage  of  time.  It  is  likely  that  I  stayed  there  abont 
three-fourths  of  an  hour  or  an  hour.  Stayed  longer  than  at  any  other  precinct  I  was 
not  at  the  Third  Ward  more  than  fifteen  minutes,  I  think  less  than  fifteen  minutes. 
I  was  at  the  court-house  a  very  short  time;  I  do  say  about — ^less  than  fifteen  min- 
utes. At  the  First  Ward  I  stayed  about  twenty  minutes,  I  think  I  stayed  about  fifteen 
minutes  or  a  half  an  hour.  I  rode  from  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district 
to  the  First  Ward  and  walked  to  the  Fourth  Ward,  and  from  there  rode  to  the  Fifth 
Ward.  I  was  at  the  various  wards  all  together  about  two  hours  and  got  to  the  office 
at  about  12  o'clock.    I  think  this  is  proportionately  correct. 

Q.  You  say  that  at  the  Fourth  Ward  that  the  darkies  were  crowded  into  the  space 
between  the  walls  of  the  barricades  as  close  as  herrings? — A.  Not  as  close  as  that;  I 
did  not  say  that  I  could  not  go  in  there.  I  did  not  go  in  there;  I  could  have.  From 
the  mouth  to  the  building  was  about  12  or  15  feet. 

Q.  How  many  conld  get  inf — A.  You  could  have  gotten  two  or  three  in  abreast,  I 
think;  I  do  not  know  how  many  were  in  there. 

Q.  How  many  mon  do  you  think  were  in  there t — ^A.  I  don't  know  now;  some  20 
or  30|  I  think;  I  did  not  count  them. 

Q.  Why,  don't  you  know  that  there  was  50  f — A.  I  did  not  measure  the  space ;  j  udged 
that  it  would  hold  20  or  30. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  the  white  boxf — A.  Long  enough  to  make  the  in- 
quiries, that's  all. 

Q.  How  long  do  you  think  you  saw  the  crowd  of  20  or  30  repeating  at  the  First 
Ward! — A.  I  could  not  say;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  see  them  repeat  at  the  Second  Ward? — A.  I  did  not 
stay  there  long.  They  were  Just  passing  to  and  from  the  polls,  I  suppose  once  or 
twice.  There  were  three  or  four  that  came  up  at  the  time.  I  never  made  the  calcu- 
lation as  to  how  many.    No  others  voted  at  the  negro  bos  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  Mr.  Cartledge,  would  yon  say  that  you  saw  them  repeat  two  or  three  times  f — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  about  that. 
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Q.  Those  at  the  Second  Ward,  three  or  four  times  t — A.  Just  about  the  same,  two 
or  three  tliuee.    I  only  jndged  this;  it  may  have  been  more  or  less. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  jon  see  them  repeat  at  the  Fourth  Wardf — A.  I  don't 
blow,  they  were  in  the  same  gang  and  would  Just  make  the  round;  they  might  haT» 
repeated  three  times.  I  do  not  say  how  many  times  I  saw  them  repeating  at  the 
Fifth  Ward.    They  did  not  go  as  fast  as  they  did  anywhere  else. 

Q.  Mr.  Cartledge,  don't  yon  know  that  with  a  registration  list,  particularly  in  the* 
momiDg  early,  when  the  names  haven't  been  scratched,  that  it  is  a  very  tedioua 
thiog  to  find  names,  and  that  it  takes  a  man  two  or  three  minutes  to  vote,  as  he  baa 
to  wait  for  his  name  to  be  found,  scratched  off,  and  his  name  inserted  on  the  tally 
ftheetf— A.  I  do  not  know  that  this  is  always  the  case;  it  is  sometimes  the  case. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  so  that  morning — that  day?  Didn't  they  have  long  lists  of  names^ 
and  did  they  not  have  to  find  the  name  of  each  voter,  and  did  it  not  take  considera- 
ble time  for  a  man's  name  to  be  found,  first,  and  then  when  his  name  was  found  and 
he  pot  in  his  ballot,  didn't  it  have  to  be  recorded ;  and  didn't  it  take  two  or  three- 
minatesf— A.  I  do  not  know,  and  do  not  remember  distinctly ;  I  suppose  that's  a 
reaaoDable  supposition. 

Q.  If  that  is  true  it  would  have  taken  forty  minutes  for  20  to  vote  one  time.  In 
the  First  Ward  you  say  you  saw  20  or  SO  men  vote  two  or  three  times  each,  and  yon 
bare  also  stated  that  you  were  at  the  First  Ward  only  about  twenty  minutes. 
According  to  this  calculation  you  were  not  there  long  enough  to  see  them  vote  all 
the  way  round  one  time.    How  do  you  explain  thisf 

(Counsel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  as  being  argumentative,  theoretical, 
aod  Dot  founded  on  facts.) 

A.  I  do  not  attempt  to  explain  it  at  all. 

(CouDsel  for  conteistant  suggested  to  the  witness  that  he  give  some  reason,  and  the 
eoonsel  for  contestee  objects,  the  witness  having  already  stated  that  he  didn't  attempt 
to  explain  the  fact.) 

Well,  I  do  not  say  that  it  did  take  the  voters  two  minutes  to  vote;  ordinarily  it 
woaM  have  taken  such  a  time,  but  a  man  stood  at  the  window  with  a  list  who  would 
call  oat  the  names  and  strike  his  pencil  through  it,  and  as  fast  as  he  could  put  hia 
pencil  through  the  names  they  would  pass  in  the  tickets  and  vote.  That's  tne  only 
vay  1  explain  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  that  white  manf— A.  They  called  him  Rawles. 

Q.  He  was  not  a  clerk  in  the  election,  was  hef — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  He  was  not  inside  at  the  window  f — A.  He  was  on  the  outside. 

Q.  When  he  called  off  the  names  didn't  the  clerk  have  to  hunt  the  name  on  the 
litt  on  the  inside  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Isn't  that  the  universal  rule? — A.  I  only  know  that  they  would  hand  iiv  the 
ballots  as  fast  as  the  names  were  called  and  vote. 

Q.  Coming  to  the  Second  Ward,  you  said  that  you  saw  a  squad  of  4  or  5  men  vote- 
three  or  fonr  tiroesf — A.  I  did  not  say  that  I  saw  them  vote  three  or  four  times.  I 
saw  them  pass  back  und  forward  three  or  four  times  and  vote.  Saw  a  crowd  of  3  or 
4  pass  bacK  and  forth  three  or  four  times  and  vote. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  saw  them  repeat  three  or  four  times  t — A.  I  mean 
to  lay  what  I  said. 

Q.  Now,  vou  aaw  3  or  4  men  vote  three  or  four  times.  Three  men  voting  four 
times  would  make  12  votes,  and  if  they  stayed  at  the  window  without  going  back 
and  forward,  as  you  said  they  did,  it  would  have  taken  twenty-four  minutes,  accord- 
ing; to  the  calculation  that  you  have  said  is  correct,  and  yet  vou  say  you  were  at  the 
Second  Ward  less  than  fifteen  minutes.  What  explanation  have  you  got  to  thatt^- 
A  The  same  as  to  the  First  Ward.  I  do  not  admit  that  your  calculation  is  correct^ 
not  by  any  means. 

Q.  At  the  Fourth  Ward  you  say  that  you  stayed  there  nearly  an  hour  or  three- 

Snartersof  an  hour,  and  that  they  voted  around  several  times  t — A.  I  did  not  say 

,  Q.  What  did  you  say,  thent — A.  I  said  they  were  jfoing  in  that  alleyway  and  vot* 
ins  and  passing  around  and  going  in  and  around  again. 

Q.  How  many  did  yon  say  t — A.  I  do  not  say. 

Q.  Did  they  vote  around  twice  f — A.  I  do  not  say.  They  were  in  line  and  voting 
ai  bat  as  they  conld. 

Q.  lan't  the  tmth  of  the  matter  that  you  simply  thought  that  you  saw  them  repeat, 
hot  you  are  not  positive  of  the  factf — A.  I  would  swear  that  to  the  best  of  my 
biowledge  and  belief  they  voted  over  and  over  again.  This  was  kept  up  till  the  list 
▼i»  exhausted. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  give  the  name  of  a  single  one  of  those  you  saw  vote  more  than 
woet— A.  Ko,  sir;  not  myself. 

Q.  Are  yon  able  te  give  a  mark  of  a  single  one  that  you  saw  vote  more  than  oncef — 
A.  I  never  specially  marked  any  one  of  them.  I  Judged  them  by  general  features  a» 
▼oting  more  than  onoe  and  they  were  in  the  same  gang.    It  was  so  notorious  that  I 
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/did  not  take  the  troable  to  ferret  th«*m  oat.    It  was  admitted  by  Democrats  that  it 
was  a  fact. 

(Coaasel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  as  to  what  other  people  have  said 
as  being  hearsay ,  and  the  process  of  the  court  can  bring  those  persons  before  the 
commissioner  to  testify  for  themselves.) 

Q.  What  was  the  names  of  some  of  tliose  Democrats  that  admitted  itf — A.  I  don't 
iCare  to  give  any  names. 

Q.  Can  yon  give  the  names  of  any  of  the  fifty  or  one  hnndred  names  that  yon  inves- 
tigated in  order  to  see  whether  they  were  properly  registered? — A.  I  conld  give 
names,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  names  this  morning.  I  knew  that  1  was  com- 
ing here  this  morning  to  testify.  The  Tribune  tile  has  the  names  and  facts  as  I 
reported  them  and  it  could  be  gotten  by  reference  to  this  Hie.  The  Tribune  has 
them,  as  I  followed  them  up.  'niere  were  somowliere  about  fifty  or  one  hundred 
instances  where  I  went  out  and  went  to  the  residences  given  and  conhl  not  find  them. 

Q.  Mr.  Cartledge,  somebody  was  kind  enongli  to  send  me  a  copy  tif  the  Tribune 
prior  to  the  election  for  awhile  and  I  do  not  recall  a  sint^le  instance  where  they 
rei)orted  your  investigations. — A.  I  made  a  personal  investigation  in  repeated  cases 
or  instances.  Joe  Walker  is  one.  There  was  one  who  registered  at  1266  Broad  street, 
■and  I  f  >und  that  Mrs.  Harbin,  white,  ran  a  boarding  house  and  she  did  not  know 
the  party.  I  do  not  remember  the  negro's  name.  I  remem'ter  another  unt  on  Gwin- 
nett street  and  sever:il  other  numbers  on  Gwinnett  and  oiuav  streets  that  I  went  to. 
The  people  th^re  did  not  know  the  parties  and  knew  that  they  did  not  live  at  the 
addresses  giy  'U. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  f  hct  that  the  negroes  are  a  migratory  ra"e  and  that  they  are  perpet- 
aally  changiu;^  from  one  place  to  another! — A.  Some  ar.)  and  some  are  not. 

Q.  When  w.i^  the  registration  office  open? — A.  Opened  all  the  year  till  about 
twenty  da3'S  before  the  election.  I  got  nisiny  of  the  names  myself  from  the  man  who 
would  go  in  to  the  window,  and  as  he  gave  the  name  and  registered,  as  his  name  was 
pnt  down,  I  would  take  it  also  and  followed  out  the  inveiti!;ation  in  a  great  many 
instances,  and  nine  times  out  of  ten  I  could  not  find  such  a  p  irry.  He  did  not  exist 
at  the  place  that  he  said  he  lived  at.  He  might  have  lived  somewhere  else.  I 
aaw  somebody  register  the  name.  I  saw  a  few  refus<fd  the  permission  to  register; 
would  not  say  how  many.  Now  and  then  one  was  turned  down.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  were  turned  down.  I  do  not  know  that  there  were  a  great  many  turned 
down.  I  di  I  not  go  before  the  board  of  registration  with  tills  list.  There  were 
others  that  went  be  ore  the  board  with  the  same  information,  and  for  this  reason  I 
•did  not  go  before  thein.    There  was  a  committee  and  I  did  n  it  go  myself. 

Q.  You  did  not  expect  the  registrars  to  strik )  n.-imes  till  some  evidence  was  fur- 
nished, did  youf  -\.  I  knew  they  were  going  to  be  furnished  with  a  list  ihat  would 
•embOily  the^e  iuve-^tij^ations  that  I  had  made  and  I  did  not  do  it. 

Q.  Didn't  you  get  a  large  part  of  the  information  as  to  what  happened  and  other 
things  from  othei*  persons,  and  were  they  not  hear4ay  f — V.  What  I  have  testified  to 
is  my  own  knowledge  and  personal  investigations.  iSomeof  the  names  that  I  inves- 
tigate:! were  fnrnishnd  t(»  me  by  Mr.  Dicks.  They  were  attacked  on  the  ground  of 
wrong  age,  false  adilresi,  or  too  short  a  residence  in  th»  city  and  county  or  State, 
and  various  inaccuracies  that  were  found.  My  iiivedtigatlons  covered  some  of  theae 
points.  I  saw  members  of  the  families  to  learn  their  ages.  I  know  where  the  par- 
•ents  of  children  came  up  to  our  office  and  reported  that  their  boys 

(Counsel  for  contesteie  objects  to  what  the  fathers  said  as  hearsay  and  inadmissi- 
ble.) 
appeared  as  registered  and  stated  that  they  were  not  21  years  of  age. 

Q.  Give  us  the  name. — A.  His  name  was  Lewis  Barkston.  I  do  not  know  what 
became  of  those  names.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  or  that  they  were  not  stricken, 
to  my  own  knowledge.  These  affidavits  were  given  to  the  board.  I  pablishea 
aeveral  names  and  affidavits,  one  from  Lincoln  County. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  any  of  thesu  precincts  where  the  registration  was  going 
onf — ^A.  Sometimes  I  staid  some  little  time.  Staid  at  the  court-house  about  an 
hour.  I  had  other  business,  but  we  made  a  special  feature  of  the  paper  to  keep  up 
with  the  registration  and  expose  the  fraud. 

.   Q.  And  you  did  not  let  it  lose  anything  from  your  view  of  it  in  writing  it  up,  did 
you? — A.  We  report-ed  it  as  straight  as  we  knew  how. 

Q.  How  long  (lid  you  stay  at  the  other  wards? — A.  I  did  not  stay  any  length  of 
time.  As  a  rule  would  go  in  and  make  inquiries  and  go  ofi';  sometimes  I  staid  several 
minutes. 

Q.  Who  did  you  get  list  of  names  from? — A.  The  man  at  each  place,  one  or  two, 
and  would  get  a  list  from  these  men.  They  would  write  down  their  objections  or 
other  comment  they  had  to  make  and  we  would  use  it  as  we  thought  best. 

Q.  You  did  not  stay  there  to  watch  these  voters  at  the  registration  wi  ndow,  did 
^ou  ? — A.  No;  not  continually.  I  did  not  stay  there  to  see  more  than  two  or  three 
minutes  to  watch  if  they  came  back.    I  did  not  stay  there  to  see  if  they,  the  same 
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men*  regi8tere«l  more  than  once.  I  saw  groups  at  each  place,  and  they  wonld  bring 
them  up,  help  them  to  give  names,  residences,  and  answer  the  questions  of  the  regis- 
try clerK.  If  the  negroes  came  to  a  hard  question,  the  heelers  would  help  him  over 
it.  These  questions  were  about  their  age,  residence,  where  they  came  from.  These* 
qneetions  wonld  stick  a  good  many. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  single  man  go  off  and  come  backf — A.  Yes.  at  the  court-house  I 
•aw  one  turned  down  at  tirst  because  he  would  not  say  definitely  where  he  lived  and 
he  vent  out  and  came  back.     Have  seen  Mr.  Bohler  turn  them  down  twice. 

(j.  They  were  turned  down  because  they  could  not  tell  where  they  lived? — A.  Yes, 
»ir. 

<^.  What  other  wayf — A.  Sometimes  for  age  or  for  owing  taxes.  I  can't  recall  the 
oMues  of  any  of  the  parties  turned  down.  They  were  uere  at  the  court-house. 
They  were  tanie<l  down  by  Chas.  Bohler,  Gus  Bohler,  and  a  Mr.  Steed.  They  were 
toroed  down  on  various  grounds. 

Q.  That  is  not  what  I  asked  you.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  saw  them  repeat- 
edly, numbers  of  times,  get  turned  down  because  they  got  their  residences  wrong  and 
would  oome  back  and  eet  on  the  book,  and  I  asked  you  lor  a  single  case  on  that 
groond,  that  snbsequently  came  back  and  registered  f — ^A.  I  judged  them  to  be  the 
ume. 

Q.  You  are  not  able  to  swear  to  a  single  casef — A.  Only  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  any  objections  f — A.  I  did  not.  Most  of  the  cases  where  men 
were  tamed  down  the  Arst  time  and  came  back  and  registered  the  second  time  were 
csMs  where  they  could  not  give  their  residences. 

Q.  You  say  the  most  were  turned  down  on  the  ground  of  not  knowing  their  resi- 
denoesf—A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  say  which  were  the  most.  There  was  as  many  of  one 
esee  as  of  the  other. 

Q.  Can  you  five  a  single  instance  to  where  one  gave  a  name,  age.  or  residence,  as 
one  thing  when  they  sought  registration  the  first  time  and  came  oack  the  second 
time  and  gave  a  second  story  f — A.  Yes,  I  can  give  you  that.  One  party  who  was 
broogbt  in  would  not  say  whether  by  Tom  Height  or  a  white  man,  and  he  could 
Dot  satisfactorily  say  as  where  he  lived,  and  he  was  not  gone  five  minutes — did  not 
^  liare  time  to  go  and  find  out  his  residence,  if  he  had  given  it  wrons,  and  he  came 
back  and  entered  with  another  man  who  lived  next  door  to  him  and  they  registered 
tbiesame  fellow. 

(^.  That's  a  case  of  residence.  What  I  asked  was  a  case  where  they  gave  one  affe 
the  first  time  and  another  ase  the  second  timef — A.  I  do  not  remember  distinctly 
where  I  could  connect  as  closely  as  that. 

Q.  Now,  name  a  case  of  taxes — where  they  were  turned  down  for  taxes  at  first 
Bnd  came  back  and  had  a  second  and  satisfactory  tale  the  second  time. — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  a  case  as  distinctly  as  the  others,  but  I  am  positive  about  it. 

Q.  Now,  coming  down  to  the  only  special  case  that  you  have  named,  a  case  where 
the  residence  could  not  be  satisfactorily  stated  at  first,  let  me  ask  you  if  it  is  not  a 
fact  that  a  great  many  negroes  do  not  know  the  number  of  their  residence? — A.  I 
KQeM  that  is  about  true,  for  some  of  the  houses  haven't  got  any  numbers  on  them. 
Bat  ID  cases  of  that  kind  we  would  inquire  in  the  whole  neighborhood.  As  a  rule,  a 
man  would  know  the  number  where  he  lived  if  he  had  onl^  lived  there  a  very  short 
time.  1  was  at  the  office  here  at  the  court-house  one  morning  when  a  ne^j^ro  came  in 
i&d  registered  and  gave  his  address.  He  was  brought  in  by  one  of  the  Democratic 
heelers  and  he  said  he  was  from  South  Carolina,  and  he  had  a  satchel  with  him,  in  his 
band,  and  he  gave  his  age  and  address,  and  said  he  was  from  South  Carolina  one 
Jtu.  1  went  down  to  the  place  of  residence  ^iven  and  found  the  man  there  all  right 
enoagh,  and  I  asked  if  he  nad  not  registered,  and  inquired  how  long  he  had  been 
in  Georgia,  and  he  told  me  that  he  came  to  Georgia  three  months  before  the  day  of 
isqniry  from  South  Carolina.    He  told  me  that. 

(Coansel  for  oontestee  obiects  to  that  portion  of  the  statement  as  to  what  the  negro 
told  the  witness,  as  being  hearsay  and  inadmissible.) 

Q.  Yon  heard  him  register  and  answer  all  the  questions? — A.  Yes;  but  he  was 

usisted  by  the  man  who  brought  him  in.    I  do  not  remember  the  name  of  the  man 

i     vho  brought  him  in,  but  I  remember  that  he  was  brought  in.    Will  say  positively  to 

tkat    We  published  the  case.    Did  not  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  Mr.  Bohler  or  the 

Wd  personally ;  I  only  placed  it  in  the  paper.    The  paper  is  Populist  in  politics. 

Q.  Toa  did  not  carry  the  information  to  the  proper  officials,  so  that  it  could  be  used  f 
Ton  did  not  do  anything  but  publish  it? — A.  I  did  not.  It  wonld  not  have  amounted 
tt  anything.  I  cited  the  case  of  Tom  Little,  who  was  arrested  but  never  tried.  There 
vere  other  and  several  warrants  sworn  out;  one  for  Milton  Cole  and  he  was  not 
*Reited.  It  oonld  have  been  served.  He  Is  now  in  jail  on  the  charge  of  burglary. 
Tbs  haQiir  said  he  did  nol 
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(Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  ttatement  as  to  what  the  bailiff  said  on  the 
j;roimd  that  it  is  hearsay  and  inadmissible.) 
«erYe  it,  as  he  wanted  to  see  what  was  done  with  the  case  of  Little. 

J.  L.  Cartlbdgi. 

8wom  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1896. 

[SKAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Noiarjf  Puhlio,  RUihmond  County,  Ga, 

J.  W.  POWELL,  sworn  for  the  contestant: 

I  live  in  the  State  of  Georna,  Richmond  County,  city  of  Augusta.  I  work  for  the 
firm  of  Fleming  Sl  Bowles,  tdmiture  dealers.    I  am  a  salesman  and  collector. 

Q.  State  in  your  own  way  anything  you  know  going  to  show  that  the  list  of  reg- 
istered voters  for  the  special  election  for  Congressman,  October  the  2d,  was  illegal. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  a^ain  and  again  to  the  leading  questions  of  the 
counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose:  the  counsel  for 
contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  auestions, 
and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions  ana  that  the 
witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 
'  A.  I  investigated  the  following  names :  Henry  Jackson,  age  — ,  residence  828  Tel- 
fair street.  Peckie  Thomas  and  Ula  Kimball  said  they  lived  at  the  number  and  that 
no  such  parties  lived  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  in  regard  to  what  the  two  women 
said  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Charlie  Johnson,  age  21,  residence  829  Telfair.  There  is  a  stable  there  owned  by 
Jim  Richards.  The  neighbors  around  there  said  that  they  did  not  know  the  man. 
Tlie  number  is  a  horse  stable  and  no  residence. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  that  portion  of  the  statement  as  to  what  the 
neighbors  said  as  being  hearsay,  inadmissible,  and  illegal.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  William  Dillins,  age  22,  residence  832  Telfair  street.  I 
think  we  found  him  all  correct.  Investigate^  the  name  of  .Jerry  Gillins,  age  21, 
residence  832  Telfair  street.  He  told  me  that  he  was  only  16  last  July,  and  looked 
to  not  be  over  16. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  as  to  what  the  boy  told  him  on  the 
grounds  of  hearsay  and  being  inadmissible  and  illegal.) 

InvestijB^ated  Adam  Johnson,  age  21,  residence  828  Telfair  street.  Pinkney  Thomas 
said  he  did  live  there  but  that  he  went  to  Waynesboro  two  weeks  before  we  were 
there  iuveatigating.  Waynesboro  is  in  the  county  of  Burke,  I  think.  Investigated 
the  name  of  Clarence  Jackson,  jr.,  age  21,  residence  829  Telfair.  This  is  Jim  Rich- 
arda's  stable  and  parties  in  the  neighborhood  said  they  did  not  live  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  what  the  neighbors  said  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
hearsay,  inadmissible,  and  illegal.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Jack  Coles,  age  22,  residence  832  Telfair  street.  Jerry 
Qillins  lives  there  and  said  he  knew  that  no  such  party  lived  there  or  on  the  block. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  as  to  what  Jerry  Qillins  said  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  inadmissible,  and  illegal.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Lewis  Wadkins,  age  21,  residence  818  Telfair  street. 
Laura  Evans  lived  there  and  said  she  did  know  the  above  party. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  as  to  wnat  Laura  Evans  said  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  inadmissible,  and  illegal.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Henry  Pascall,  age  22,  residence  952  Ellis  street.  I  found 
him  there  at  the  address  given,  but  he  said  he  was  25  years  of  age  on  the  5th  of  Octo- 
ber coming,  1895. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  what  Pascall  told  him  as  being  hearsay,  inadmis- 
sible, and  illegal.) 

I  have  the  name  of  Frank  Kelly  registered  twice,  once  in  Danforths  allev  and 
once  in  Danforths  yard.  Both  on  the  same  street,  and  from  all  information  and  from 
what  I  could  find  out,  the  two  are  the  same  places.  One  is  on  the  registration  list  as 
21.  Investigated  the  name  of  Charlie  Walker,  age  21,  residence  841  Green  street. 
A  Mr.  Ramsey  lives  there,  next  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  said 
that  he  knew  no  such  man.     It  was  the  old  gentleman. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  what  Mr.  Ramsey  told  the  witness  as  being  hear- 
aay,  and  illegal  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Frank  Porter,  age  21,  residence  927  Ellis  street.  The 
house  was  vacant  when  we  were  investigating  and  no  one  there  or  in  the  yard. 
Elbert  Jefferson,  age  22,  residence  914  Ellis  street.  R.  H.  Morse  runs  a  baker  shop 
tfud  Nancy  Davis  was  manager,  and  said  she  knew  no  such  party. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  that  portion  of  the  statement  as  to  what  the 
woman  said  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay  and  not  admissible.) 
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InT«tigftted  the  name  of  Henry  Palmer,  age  21,  residence  Danfortb  yard.  Found 
bim.    He  said  he  Toted  last  year. 

(CoQDsel  for  contestee  objects  to  that  portion  of  the  testimony  regarding  what  the 
msD  Palmer  told  as  being  hearsay  and  inadmissible.) 

Edward  Mathews,  age  21,  residence  844  Calhoun  street.  His  wife  said  he  was  23 
in  July. 

(Coansel  for  contestee  objects  to  what  the  wife  said  on  the  ground  of  being  hear- 
say, iUjJK^y  <uid  inadmissible.) 

Xed  InomaSy  age  22,  residence  comer  Calhoun  and  Ninth  streets.  No  one  on  the 
corner  knows  the  party. 

( Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay, 
and  illegal  and  inadmissible.) 

Phillip  Jones  was  investigated  by  us;  age  21,  residence  corner 4>f  Bay  and  Ninth 
itreets.  Could  not  find  him  at  all.  Inquired  if  he  lived  there.  Was  not  known  in 
the  neighborhood.  Investigated  the  name  of  John  Thomas,  age  21,  residence  cor- 
ner of  Bay  and  Ninth  streets.    Ella  Hobbs  lived  here,  and  don't  know  the  party. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  what  Ella  Hobbs  said  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
hearsay,  and  inadmissible  and  illegal.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Willie  Griffin,  age  21,  residence  between  Campbell  and 
Jackson  streets,  on  Bay.  We  conld  not  find  him.  He  could  not  be  found.  Can  not 
remember  what  I  said  to  the  neighbors.  Investigated  the  name  of  Jack  Green,  age 
21,  residence  926  Reynolds  street.  O.  M.  Stone's  cook  said  she  was  the  only  negro 
on  the  place. 

(Counsel  for  eont'Cstee  objects  to  the  statement  of  what  Mr.  Stone's  cook  said  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  inadmissible,  and  illegal. ) 

Investigated  the  name  of  W.  H.  Vance,  age  22,  residence  918  Reynolds  street. 
John  Vance  lives  in  the  rear  of  that  number,  and  don't  know  the  party.  Dr.  Hitt's 
r^idenoe  in  front. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  regarding  what  John  Vance  said 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  and  illegal  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Charles  Mathews,  age  21,  residence  931  Reynolds  street. 
There  is  no  house  by  that  number  on  the  900  block.  Found  out  nothing  about 
this.  Could  not  find  him  or  anybody  that  knew  him.  Investigated  the  name  of 
Lewis  Moss,  age  35,  residence  8^  Reynolds  street.  Margaret  Moss  lives  there  in 
the  rear,  and  is  the  wife  of  Lewis,  and  said  they  had  been  parted  for  six  months, 
aod  that  he  bad  not  lived  there  since  they  parted. 

iConnsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  statement  as  to  what  the  wife  told  as  being 
hearsay,  inadmissible,  and  illegal.) 

F.  L.  Read  was  investigated;  age  21,  residence  27  McCartan  street,  and  found  him 
0.  K.  Richard  Smalley  was  investigated ;  age  22,  rear  of  McCoy's  mill.  Found  that 
he  lived  at  104  Tatnall  street.  WorKod  at  1101  Broad  street.  He  told  me  personally 
he  was  29  years  old  the  13tb  of  April. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  of  what  was  told  the  witness,  it 
being  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

loTeetigated  the  name  of  Joe  Cummings,  age  22,  9^  McCartan  street.  His  wife 
said  he  had  been  in  Atlanta,  and  would  not  be  back  till  the  last  of  December. 
Investigated  the  name  of  L.  A.  Tolbert;  age  21,  Ko.  5  McCartan  street.  Pennie  Tol- 
bert,  his  sister,  said  he  was  29  the  last  December. 

( Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  as  to  what  his  sister  said  on  the 
groQDd  of  being  hearsay,  and  inadmissible  and  illegal.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Jim  Foster,  age  22,  residence  21  McCartan  street.  I 
foand  that  he  lived  at  No.  9.    He  told  me  he  was  25  the  11th  day  of  last  May. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  as  to  what  Foster  told  the  witness 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Richard  Mixon,  age  22,  residence  No.  1  McCartan  street. 
Richard  Wilson  lives  in  the  rear  of  the  number,  and  does  not  know  the  name  of 
Mixon  as  a  resident. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  of  what  Richard  Wilson  said  by 
the  witness  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Phillip  Mosely ;  age,  21;  residence,  17  McCartan  street. 
Fannie  Mason  lives  there,  and  does  not  know  the  party. 

<Coansel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimonv  as  to  what  Fannie  Mason  said  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Willie  Bridger;  age,  21;  residence,  36  McCartan  street. 
Thomas  loung  lives  there,  and  don't  know  him.    Young  is  a  colored  man. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  as  being  hextfeay,  illegal,  and  inad- 
nnisible.) 

lavetttgated  the  name  of  Jub  Glover;  aj^e,  22;  residence.  36  McCartan  street. 
Thomas  Young  lives  there,  and  don't  know  him. 

''Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  on  the  ground  of  being  hearsay, 
i%al,  and  inadmissible.) 


160  WAT80N  VS.   BLACK. 

Investigated  the  name  of  Theodore  Wilson ;  age,  21 ;  residence,  21  McCartan  street. 
There  was  a  negro  there  by  the  name  of  Balder,  and  he  don't  know  snch  a  party. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  regards  what  Baker  said  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  R.  £.  Morse;  age,  21;  residence,  No.  1  McCartan  street. 
The  party  told  me  that  they  did  not  know  him.  This  was  the  statement  that  the 
parties  living  there  made. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  being  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inad- 
missible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Sol  Pringle;  age,  21;  residence,  No.  8  Picqnet  avenue. 
No  such  number  on  the  avenue.  Investigated  the  name  of  Arthur  Mims ;  age,  21 ; 
residence,  corner  of  South  Boundary  and  rioquet  street.  Miles  Williams  lives  there, 
and  don't  know  the  party.    Williams  lives  on  the  southwest  corner. 

(Connsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inad- 
missible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  George  Brooks ;  age,  21 ;  residence,  not  far  from  Jenkins's 
store.    Jenkins  and  another  negro  said  they  didn't  know  anything  about  Brooks. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  being  hearsay,  illeg^,  and  inad- 
missible. ) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Dan  Thomas;  age,  21;  residence,  2  Picqnet  avenue. 
There  is  no  such  number,  and  we  could  not  find  him.  Investigated  the  name  of 
William  Bacon ;  age,  22 ;  residence,  22  Picqnet  avenue.  Certainly  the  wrong  num- 
ber. No  such  number.  Investigated  the  name  of  Joe  Paris ;  age,  21 ;  residence,  3 
Picqnet  avenue.     We  did  not  find  him.    There  is  no  such  number  as  that. 

Q.  Yon  made  these  investigations  to  ascertain  if  they  were  legally  reg^teredf— 
A.  Yes,  sir.  I  found  them  as  I  have  been  giving  them,  t  went  before  the  board  of 
registration  to  make  a  statement  as  to  these  parties  that  I  had  investigated  and 
found  disqualified. 

Q.  How  was  that  effort  received;  did  they  discourage  or  encourage  itf 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  connsel 
for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these 
questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  (luestion,  and 
that  the  witness  must  answer  it  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  It  was  discouraged.  Came  to  the  court-house,  I  don't  remember  the  month. 
We  started  to  go  over  the  list  and  Mr.  Yelldell  and  myself,  Mr.  Sullivan,  the  chair- 
man, said  we  would  have  to  know  personally;  that  he  could  not  take  any  one  else's 
word;  that  we  would  have  to  know  it  of  our  own  knowledge:  that's  about  all.  He 
did  say  that  it  would  do  no  good ;  that  we  didn't  have  no  real  proof  that  we  could 
swear  to;  that  we  could  not  swear  to  these  ages,  and  he  said  we  would  have  to  know 
it;  that  we  could  testify  to  it,  but  he  could  not  strike  names  on  that  ground.  That 
came  to  me  second  hand. 

Q.  Along  with  other  citizens  yon  were  attempting  to  purge  the  ballot  box,  or  give 
information  which  could  be  reached,  were  you  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  efforts  were  laughed  at,  cajoled,  and  discouraged,  were  they  notf — A.  I  do 
not  know  about  being  laughed  at,  but  I  was  discourag^.  I  was  there  when  other 
parties  were  there  giving  testimony,  and  it  was  very  discouraging  then  to  me. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  ques> 
tions,  and  insisting  that  they  have  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  question,  and 
that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

Q.  You  saw  it  would  be  practically  useless f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  qnestions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  qnes- 
tions, and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  question,  and  that 
the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  that's  about  all  that  I  know  about  it. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  the  polls  on  the  day  of  election? — A.  I  was,  but  I  was  not  expect- 
ing to  be  a  witness,  and  took  no  notes  of  anything.  I  was  at  the  Fourth,  Third,  and 
Fifth  wards. 

Q.  Did  you  see  fraudulent  or  illegal  voting f — A.  I  saw  them  go  to  and  from  the 
box,  but  I  could  not  say  that  they  voted  more  than  once,  or  that  they  voted  at  all. 

Q.  They  did  not  have  any  other  business  there  except  to  vote,  did  they  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  leading  questions  of  the 
connsel  for  the  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for 
contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  qnestions, 
and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  question,  and  that  the 
witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 
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A.  I  could  not  say ;  but  I  did  not  see  that  they  had  any  other. 

Q.  Where  was  that  atf  What  poll  especially?— A.  At  the  Fonrth  Ward,  princi- 
pally. 

Q.  Who  was  in  charge  of  them,  if  anybody? 

(Coansel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  at  the  repeated  leading  questions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  insisting  that  he  has  a  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  question,  and  that 
the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality. ) 

A.  They  were  colored  voters. 

Q.  Who  was  in  charge  of  them,  white  or  colored  men  ? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  a^ain  and  again  at  the  repeated  leading  questions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  the  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these 

Snesttons  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  question,  and 
liat  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A  They  were  led  by  both  white  and  colored  men.  I  can't  remember  their  names 
particularly. 

Q.  Were  the  people  in  charge  of  the  voters  known  as  Democratic  heelers  or  workers  ? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  leading  questions  of  the 
eoQnsel  for  the  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose ;  the  oounsel 
for  the  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these 
qo^stions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  question,  and 
tUst  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  1  do  not  know  them  to  be  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  they  were  pointed  out  to 
IDS  as  such. 

(Coansel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  answer  as  hearsay,  inadmissible,  and 
illegaL) 

Q.  Were  the  heelers  or  parties  in  charge  known  as  active  supporters  of  Black,  oon- 
lideredso? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions 

of  the  counsel  for  the  contestant,  they  being  not  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the 

coansel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  these  questions  as 

I    to  validity,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  queation, 

aad  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A  They  were  pointed  out  to  me  as  such ;  not  that  I  knew  of  my  own  knowledge. 

(Coansel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  answer  as  being  hearsay.) 

Q.  Yoa  did  not  see  the  gang  when  they  put  in  their  ballots? — A.  I  did  not;  no,  sir. 
Wai  only  close  enough  to  see  when  I  voted  myself.  There  is  nothing  further  that  I 
desire  to  state ;  its  all  that  I  know. 

Cross-examined  by  3Cr.  Lamar,  for  the  contestee. 

I  voted  for  Mr.  Watson.    I  am  an  A.  P.  A. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  these  men  registered? — A.  Xot  usually;  I  came  here  on 
my  own  accord  sometimes. 

(j.  Who  furnished  yon  with  the  list? — A.  Mr.  Yelldell  got  the  list  and  requested 
me  to  help  him.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  a  single  one  of  these 
men  were  registered.  I  can  not  say  that  I  know  that  they  were  actually  registered. 
I  only  know  how  old  they  were  by  the  list  1  had.  I  was  not  there  to  see  them  register. 
I  do  not  know  their  places  of  residence  except  as  I  got  it  from  this  list  I  have. 

Q.  You  don't  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  whether  a  single  one  of  the  men  lives  at  the 
place  that  you  have,  except  as  you  got  it  from  a  third  person? — A.  I  did  not. 

(^.  All  the  information  about  these  men  having  registered  or  as  to  their  residence 
or  age  you  derived  second  hand? — A.  Yes,  sir;  except  two  or  three  names  where 
they  told  me  personally  themselves. 

^.  Even  in  those  cases  where  the  men  told  you  how  old  they  were  you  don't  know 
whether  they  are  the  same  persons  that  registered? — A.  No,  sir;  I  can't  swear  that 
they  were. 

<^.  Yoa  don't  know  whether  there  might  not  be  other  men  of  the  same  name  in  the 
city,  do  you? — A.  There  may  be. 
i  (Coansel  for  contestee  moves  to  strike  out  the  entire  evidence  of  this  witness,  it 
r  appearing  by  his  statement  on  the  cross-examination  that  he  has  no  knowledge  of 
any  sort  with  reftsrence  to  the  names  which  were  investigated  by  him,  it  appearing 
that  the  whole  source  of  his  information  is  henrsav;  that  he  received  the  list  at  least 
third  handed,  and  all  information  in  reference  to  the  persons  named  was  derived  from 
other  witnesses,  who  appear  to  reside  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  who  are  available,  and 
hy  the  process  of  the  court  can  be  brought  to  testify  to  any  facts  material  to  this 
isme,) 

Q.  When  was  it  that  you  went  before  the  board  to  make  your  statement? — ^A.  I 
have  forgotten  the  date. 

Q.  How  close  to  the  election  ? — A.  I  have  forgotten  now.    It  was  some  time  before 
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the  election.    J  think  it  was  more  than  two  or  tliree  days  before  the  election.    I  think 
it  waa  a  week  or  two  weeks  of  the  election. 

Q.  Mr.  Sullivan  told  yon  that  you  would  have  to  bring  positive  evidence? — A. 
YeSy  sir;  he  said  he  could  not  strike  names  on  third-hand  evidence. 

Q.  Did  you  make  an  effort  to  get  these  parties  before  the  board  of  registration  7— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  listf — A.  I  think  I  have  got  it.  I  have  it  now,  I  think.  I 
think  I  did  keep  it;  would  not  be  positive  about  it.  I  do  not  think  we  gave  it  to 
them ;  we  read  it  to  them.  I  think. 

Q.  Who  was  there  at  tne  time  you  were  there  besides  Mr.  Yelldellf — A.  At  the 
time ;  Mr.  Florence  and  Mr.  Parks. 

Q.  Mr.  Florence  said  he  was  there  the  last  day. — A.  I  do  not  say  positively  that  he 
was  there,  but  I  think  so  now.  I  did  not  hear  anvthing  about  having  no  time  to 
make  the  investigation.  I  was  in  the  room  probably  two  hours.  I  was  not  in  the 
room  all  the  time,  but  about  there  and  at  the  door.  1  did  not  read  all  the  list  to  the 
board,  as  I  saw  it  would  be  no  use.  I  donH  think  I  read  half  or  a  <]^uarter  of  the  list. 
Have  forgotten.  I  did  not  give  all  the  information  that  I  had.  Did  not  read  it  all, 
because  he  said  we  would  have  to  know  personallv.  He  said  if  we  would  bring  the 
parties  here  he  would  take  them  up ;  that  he  could  not  strike  names  third  hand. 

Q.  Isn't  that  right f— A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Suppose  a  man  brings  a  list  of  registered  voters  and  on  it  have  your  name  and 
a  statement  as  to  where  yon  lived,  and  that  he  went  to  the  place  they  said  yon  lived 
and  the  neighbors  there  said  they  did  not  know  you,  do  yon  think  that  the  board  of 
registrars  ought  to  strike  your  name  simply  because  I  said  I  had  not  found  you  at 
the  given  locality  f 

(Counsel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  on  the  grounds  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  law  and  not  a  Question  of  facts.) 

A.  I  say  this:  If  I  could  not  be  found  my  name  would  have  a  right  to  be  atricken. 

Q.  Is  the  fact  that  you  can  not  be  found  at  one  place  proof  that  yon  can  not  be 
found  at  another? — A.  Don't  know  that  it  is  in  every  case. 

Q.  You  think  your  name  ought  to  be  stricken  on  that  sort  of  evidence? — ^A.  They 
ought  to  send  someone  else  to  see  whether  I  told  the  truth  or  not. 

Q.  Isn't  that,  in  substance,  what  Mr.  Sullivan  told  you? — ^A.  No;  he  did  not  tell 
me  that. 

Q.  Mr.  Powell,  how  long  have  yon  lived  in  Augusta? — ^A.  Five  years. 

Q.  Hasn't  Augusta  a  large  colored  population? — A.  Think  we  have. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  as  a  general  rule  darkies  are  poor? — A.  I  think  the  minority 
are  very  poor. 

Q.  Don  t  they  live  in  small  huts  and  hovels — in  small  houses  ? — ^A.  The  majority  live 
in  small  houses. 

Q.  Are  they  not  constantly  changing  residence?— A.  Some  change  often  and  some 
do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  long  the  registration  offices  were  open? — A.  I  have  forgotten. 

Q.  Was  it  not  open  from  the  1st  of  January  to  twenty  days  before  the  election? — 
A.  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  these  people,  when  you  went  to  inquire,  how  long  they  had  lived 
at  those  places? — A.  I  don't  remember  asking  any  of  them  that  question. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  men  for  whom  you  were  hunting  mignt  have  lived  in  the 
house  to  which  yon  went  and  have  moved  away  ?— A.  Then  there  would  have  been  a 
heap  of  moving.    It  is  possible;  it  is  possible  for  some  to  have. 

Q.  Do  you  think  yon  could  get  fifty  names  of  negroes  in  this  city,  and  go  there 
five  days  after  and  find  all  at  the  same  place  and  find  none  of  them  moved? — ^A.  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  would  or  not. 

Q.  White  people  rent  by  the  year  and  move  in  October,  do  they  not? — ^A.  If  I 
wanted  to  move,  would  do  so.  A  great  many  rent  by  the  month  and  a  few  by  the 
year;  great  many  move. 

Q.  Is  the  negro  as  permanent  a  resident  or  tenant  as  the  white  people? — ^A.  Not  as 
the  white;  I  do  not  tnink  so. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  class  of  negroes  as  variable  as  the  wind,  changing  all  the  time? — 
A.  Some  of  them  change. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross: 

Q.  Your  testimony  is  this :  You  did  not  find  the  darky  at  the  houses  that  yon  went 
to  and  which  had  been  given  you  as  their  residences?— A.  Found  some  O*.  K. ;  the 
majority  I  did  not  find. 

Q.  Yon  found  that  Clarenoe  Jackson  could  not  live  there,  because  it  was  a  stable  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  fact  yon  know  without  anybody's  knowledge? — A.  It  was  a  stable,  but  I 
can't  swear  that  he  did  not  sleep  at  tne  stable.  I  know  that  there  was  no  residence 
there ;  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  these  voters  registered  on  Picqnet  avenue; 
there  is  no  such  number.  This  information  was  for  the  ooard  of  registration  to  act 
on;  they  did  not  act  on  the  information  that  I  furnished  them. 
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Q.  Yon  did  all  that  yon  could  to  farDiah  them  with  the  information? — A.  I  had  nQ 
authority  to  get  them ;  I  did  not  try  to  get  them  before  the  board. 

J.  W.  Powell. 
Sworn  to  and  sabecribed  to  before  me  this  Janaary  8, 1895. 

[seal.]  Samuel  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  PmbliCf  Richmond  County ^  Ga. 

At  the  conclnsion  of  the  examination  of  this  witness  a  recess  was  taken  nntil  10 
a.  m.  December  30,  1805. 

COURT-HOUSB,  December  SO^  1895, 

Taking  of  testimony  began  at  10  a.  m. 

Appearing  for  the  contestant,  lA,  M.  Gross;  appearing  for  the  contestee,  J.  S. 
Lamar,  esq. 

EVANS  REDFERN,  sworn  for  the  contestant: 

1  was  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia,  at 
the  date  of  the  special  election  October  2, 1896,  and  am  now.  I  have  been  a  resident 
of  this  city  all  my  life. 

Q.  Was  there  an  organized  effort  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  this  county  to  purge 
the  registration  list? — ^A.  I  think  so.  I  was  handed  a  list  and  asked  to  investigate 
some  of  the  alleged  illegal  voters. 

Q.  Begin  with  that  list  and  tell  us  your  investigations. — ^A.  Investigated  the  name 
of  Stephen  Tacker.  residence  1342  Market  street,  age  21.  The  number  is  an  old  field, 
uid  no  hoQse  on  tnat  side  of  the  street.  I  found  no  such  place.  Investigated  the 
oame  of  Jerry  McKie,  age  22,  residence  1105  Market  street.  1201  is  the  first  number 
OD  the  street.  Found  that  the  numbers  on  the  street  start  at  Marbury  street,  and  we 
eoald  not  hear  of  any  such  party  on  inquiry  around  there.  Investigated  the  name 
of  Dan  Hardin,  age  21,  residence  1202  Market  street.  No  such  number  as  that. 
Inqaired  all  along  for  the  man  and  could  not  find  him.  Investigated  the  name  of 
Brown  Patterson,  age  21,  residence  1209  Market  street.  Miles  Hammond  lives  at  the 
number,  and  he  snid  no  such  man  lived  there  at  all. 

(Counsel  for  contentfe  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  Miles  Hammond  said 
.  on  the  ground  that  it  if<  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

^  Investigated  the  name  of  Jesse  Gnfi)n,  age  21,  residence  113  Market  street.  No 
•ach  number  on  the  street.  Could  not  be  found  on  inquiry.  Investigated  the  name 
of  Will  Wilkinson,  no  age,  residence  1209  Market  street.  Found  that  he  lived  there. 
Inrettigated  the  name  of  W.  H.  Warren,  age  22,  residence  1209  Market  street.  Said 
he  did  not  live  there.  The  woman  who  lived  there  said  or  told  me  she  did  not  know 
of  »ach  a  man. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  what  the  woman  said  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Tom  Little,  age  21,  residence  1115  Market  street.  No 
inch  number  on  the  street.  1201  is  the  first  number  on  the  street.  Investigated  the 
name  of  Jim  Mallory.  and  I  have  him  on  my  list  as  registering  twice  on  the  list  in 
tvo  different  places,  out  I  could  not  swear  that  he  registered  twice.  No  such  num- 
ber on  that  street.  That  number  would  be  2  miles  from  the  street.  Investigated 
the  name  of  Charlie  Brown,  age  21,  residence  1220  Market  street.  Heard  that  Miss 
Mamie  Duval  lived  there.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge.  No  negroes  on  the 
premises,  so  the  servant  told  me.  Also  met  Mr.  Tant,  the  butcher,  coming  out,  and 
ne  told  me  the  same  thing,  and  said  Miss  Duvall  lived  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay  so 
ftf  as  what  the  servant  said  Miss  Duvall  said;  also  objected  to  so  far  as  the  conver- 
Mtion  with  Mr.  Tant  as  likewise  hearsay,  and  therefore  illegal  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Tom  Little,  age  21,  residence  1115  Market  street.  No 
neh  number  on  the  street.  Investigated  tne  name  of  Will  Henderson,  age  21,  resi- 
dence 1455  Market  street.  No  such  number  there;  it  is  an  old  field.  No  house  there 
at  sU.  Investigated  the  name  of  Charlie  Brown,  age  21,  residence  1432  Market 
street.  Xo  such  number;  an  old  vacant  field.  Investigated  the  name  of  Tom  Tolbert, 
&ee  21,  residence  1323  Market  street.  There  is  no  such  number  on  the  street.  Inves- 
!  tij^ted  the  name  of  John  Thomas,  age  21,  residence  608  Market  street.  No  such 
?  namber  as  that  on  the  street.  Investigated  the  name  of  Will  Brooks,  age  21,  resi- 
dence 606  Market  street.  No  such  nnm  oer  as  that  on  the  street.  Investigated  the 
Qunefi  of  Richard  Diggs,  age  21,  and  Will  Murray,  age  21,  both  residing  near  the 
^orth  Augusta  bridge.  Looked  for  these  two  parties  two  afternoons,  and  no  one 
knev  them  in  that  neighborhood  at  all. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  what  the  neighborhood  said  on  the  ground  that  it 
liheaisay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

hiTcstigated  the  name  of  Will  Scott,  age  21,  residence  119  McKlnnie  street.  We 
«nid  not  find  the  nnmber.    Would  not  swear  that  it  does  not  exist  there,  bat 

▼oold  swear  we  conld  not  find  it  there.    Investigated  the  name  of  Ed.  Williams, 


164  WATSON   VS.   BLACK. 

near  the  Laoy  Laney  Institute,  on  McKionie  street.  Searched  for  him  in  the  neigh- 
borhood and  could  not  iind  him.  Investigated  the  name  of  Tom  Haskell,  age  21,  resi- 
dence 1449  McKinnie  street.  Mary  Grant  lived  at  the  number  and  did  not  Know  him 
at  all. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  oblects  to  this  testimony  as  to  what  Mary  Grant  said  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Lewis  Williams,  age  21,  residence  on  McKinnie,  between 
Broad  and  Jones  streets.  We  could  not  find  him  on  either  side  of  the  street.  Investi- 
gated the  name  of  John  Williams,  age  21,  residence  104  McKinnie  street.  John  Tyler 
uves  here  and  does  not  know  the  party. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  what  John  Tyler  told,  as  being  hearsay,  illegal, 
and  inadmissible.) 

Q.  You  investigated  the  list  as  given  you  thoroughly  and  to  the  best  of  your 
ability? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  qneetions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  lor  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  insisting  that  he  has  theriuht  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that 
the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  the  illegality  of  the  questions.) 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  best  that  we  could. 

Q.  And  the  results  are  such  as  you  have  testified  to  here? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  the  failure  to  find  the  parties  and  the  evidence  furnished  by  reason  of  the 
investigations  and  information  that  you  received  you  are  satisfied  that  the  facts 
stated  by  you  are  true,  are  you  notf 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  ques- 
tions of  the  counsel  for  the  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose, 
the  counsel  for  the  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity 
of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  ques- 
tions, and  that  the  witness  must  answer  the  questions  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to 
its  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  we  tried  to  get  it  true. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ward  or  pollf — A.  Was  most  at  the  court-house. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  fraud  or  repeating?— A.  Not  that  I  could  swear  to. 
Would  challenge  them,  but  could  not  swear  that  they  voted  the  second  time.  Tried 
to  catch  them,  but  could  not.  Challenged  a  crazy  neg^o  that  I  was  told  had  voted, 
and  he  was  run  off,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  came  back  again. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  as  to  whether  the  crazy  negro  had 
tried  to  vote  before  ou  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lamak,  for  contestee : 

Q.  Who  did  you  vote  for! — A.  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  A.  P.  A.  f — A.  I  am  not  and  am  not  a  believer  in  the 
A.  P.  A.  I  don't  think  it  has  anything  to  do  with  this  matter.  I  am  not  a  Populist, 
either.  I  am  a  I^rohibitionist,  and  voted  against  Mr.  Black  because  of  his  stand  in 
that  election.  I  am  more  of  anything  else  than  a  Democrat;  that  is,  a  Richmond 
County  Democrat,  anyway. 

Q.  Mr.  Red  fern,  you  did  not  see  the  names  that  you  had  when  they  registered,  or 
on  the  registration  listf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  made  it  up  f — A.  I  think  Mr.  Potts  did.  I  could  not  swear  to  it  now  of  my 
own  knowledge.    1  am  positive  that  Mr.  Potts  furnished  me  with  the  list. 

Q.  And  the  ages  and  residences? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  were  asked  to  investigate  themf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  spend  in  the  search  f — A.  Spent  two  or  three  affcemoons. 
Went  out  on  one  Saturday  afternoon.  We  found  that  Market  street  extended  beyond 
Fourteenth  street  and  we  went  back  to  investigate  that.  I  think  we  were  out  three 
hours  the  Saturday  afternoon. 

Q.  So  you  think  you  were  three  hours f — A.  We  went  back  again.  We  were  out 
about  an  hour  ou  the  last  visit  and  were  riding.  We  found  one  man  out  of  about 
fifty  names  that  was  correct.  We  found  very  few  of  the  numbers  at  all;  the  most 
were  in  an  old  field. 

Q.  You  would  have  been  very  much  disappointed  if  you  had  found  them  all,  the 
whole  fifty,  would  you  not? — A.  I  think  I  would  have  been.  I  did  not  start  out  with 
the  idea  of  finding  them  like  the  average  people. 

Q.  Well,  you  said  that  you  had  another  list  besides  the  one  that  yon  had  here. 
How  many  did  you  have  all  told? — A.  On  the  whole  list  I  had  in  the  neighborhood 
of  sixty. 

Q.  How  much  time  did  you  devote  on  the  list,  whole  list? — ^A.  We  knocked  off  at 
4  o'clock  and  was  fully  three  hours  that  afternoon.  I  said  that  I  thoufi^ht  we  sx>ent 
about  four  hours  on  the  list.    We  could  ride  to  the  field  and  see  that  tnore  were  no 
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vuh  numbers.  We  would  get  the  uumberB  above  and  below  the  field,  and  we  would 
Bsk  the  people  in  the  neighborhood  and  on  each  side  about  the  nanie  we  were  hunting 
for. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  namee  of  anybody  of  whom  you  inauired  of  except  Mr.  Tant, 
Mr.  S.  Duvall,  Mary  Grant,  and  Miles  Hammond,  and  tne  others  that  yon  have 
named  f — ^A.  Can  not  remember  the  names  now.  I  inquired  around  the  whole  neigh- 
borhood. Would  ask  about  the  name  on  the  list  of  those  living  at  the  number  I  had 
and  they  would  tell  me  what  I  have  told  here. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  numbers  of  the  houses  of  these  other  people f — A.  I  can  not  tell 
now.    Some  of  the  numbers  that  I  had  do  not  exist;  there  is  no  such  number. 

Q.  If  you  took  the  names  of  four  or  five  that  you  made  inquires  of,  why  did  you  not 
take  them  allf — A.  I  did  not  think  it  necessary,  and  I  had  no  idea  of  being  up  here. 
Those  people  lived  in  the  houses  that  we  went  to,  and  I  thought  they  ought  to  know 
better  than  the  others. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  a  single  one  of  the  names  of  the  men  that  yon  have  on  that 
li«tf — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not,  and  I  don*t  think  anybody  else  does. 

Q.  Is  the  report  that  you  have  got  an  accurate  memorandum  f — A.  We  did  not  put 
down  all  that  was  said  or  that  was  told  us.  We  did  put  down  all  that  is  on  here, 
ud  we  did  not  put  down  all  that  was  said  and  neither  all  that  we  asked  about.  If 
no  such  number  could  be  found,  we  would  ask  the  people  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
we  did  not  take  down  all  that  they  said.  We  would  inquire  of  one  or  two  houses 
sbont  those  put  down  as  registering  in  the  old  field.  I  do  not  swear  that  every  time 
we  asked  about  those  more  than  one  that  we  could  not  find,  but  I  would  have  sworn 
that  we  did  in  the  m^ority  of  cases.  This  is  our  original  list.  Mr.  Riser  had  it.  I 
do  not  know  what  he  did  with  it.  I  got  it  from  Mr.  Mixon.  He  gave  it  to  me  this 
morning. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  asked  permission  and  examined  the  list  f^om  which  the 
witness  had  sworn  on  his  direct  examination.) 

Q.  What  handwriting  is  thief — A.  Mr.  Riser's.  Not  a  word  on  the  list  is  in  my 
own  handwiitiog.  It  refreshes  my  memory  enough  to  swear  to  it.  I  have  a  very 
poor  memory,  on  names  especially.  I  can  only  swear  from  this  memorandum.  If  this 
memorandum  were  lost,  I  could  not  testify  to  the  number  or  to  anything  that  I  have 
stated.    Nearly  all  that  I  investigated  were  21  years  of  age. 

Q.  How  long  has  it  been  since  you  were  out  making  these  investigations f — A. 
Made  them  before  the  election;  and  just  before  the  registration  board  met  Mr.  Riser 
took  charge  of  the  list. 

(Couns^  for  eontestee  moves  to  rule  out  and  exclude  the  entire  evidence  of  this 
witness,  it  appearing,  as  to  the  names,  ages,  and  residences  of  the  alleged  voters,  that 
be  has  no  positive  knowledge  of  his  own ;  and,  secondly,  it  further  appearing  that  the 
testimony  as  to  the  investigations  made  and  the  results  of  that  investigation  is  based 
exclusively  upon  a  memorandum  not  prepared  by  the  witness,  and  which  has  been 
oat  of  his  custody  for  more  than  two  months  prior  to  his  testifying.) 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross,  counsel  for  contestant : 

Q.  When  Mr.  Riser  made  these  memorandums  you  were  present  and  saw  him^ 
didn't  yon  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questiuus 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  insisting  that  he  has  the  rif^ht  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that 
the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  )es,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  cognizant  of  what  Mr.  Riser  wrote f 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  ques- 
tions of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the 
coan«el  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of 
these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insisting  on  the  ques- 
tions, and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  memorandum  is  practically  your  own  memorandum  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now.  state  fully  the  number  of  hours  you  were  in  making  this  investigation. — 
A.  I  eonld  not  state  positively  how  long  we  were. 

Q.  Ton  stated  that  the  first  evening  you  were  four  hours. — A.  I  know  we  were 
four  hours  the  first  evening,  but  do  not  know  how  much  longer;  possibly  six  hours. 

Q.  Yon  were  driving! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^.  Were  yon  always  careful  to  ascertain  that  the  parties  either  did  not  live  there 
»tthe  alleged  residence  or  that  there  was  no  such  number? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  the  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Cougress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these 
questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and 
that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 
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A.  Yes,  Bir;  we  did  our  best  to  find  tbe  number  and  tbe  people  we  were  hunting 
for.     We  were  not  at  all  disappointed  when  we  found  any  of  them. 

Rebuttal  by  Mr.  Lamar,  for  coutestee : 

Q.  Who  did  you  vote  for  in  1892? — A.  I  voted  every  time  that  Mr.  Watson  ran,  for 
him,  since  the  prohibition  flection.    I  did  not  vote  for  him  the  tirst  time  that  he  ran. 

Q.  Who  did  you  vote  for  in  the  last  election  f — A.  I  voted  for  Mr.  Watson^  and  I 
would  vote  for  any  man  before  I  would  v<ite  for  Mr.  Black,  since  his  stand  in  the 
prohibition  election. 

Q.  Where  did  you  work  when  you  made  this  investigation?— A.  Jesse  Thompson 
&  Co. 

Q.  How  far  is  Jesse  Thompson  &  Co.  from  Market  street? — A.  I  guess  it  is  a  mile 
and  a  half. 

Q.  Where  does  Mr.  Riser  work? — A.  He  works  in  the  shop  at  Thompson's.  We 
tried  to  make  it  the  first  evening,  but  we  could  not  get  through  and  went  back 
again.  We  thought  that  Market  street  stopped  at  Thirteenth  street,  but  we  found 
out  that  it  did  not;  we  went  baok.  We  learned  that  the  street  made  a  crook  and 
went  on  up  to  Fifteenth  street. 

Mr.  Gross.  You  took  all  the  time  necessary? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  contestant  statinc  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that 
the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

Mr.  Lamar.  You  first  stated  that  you  were  three  hours  the  first  evening? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  said  lour  honrK. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  you  may  have  been  six  hours  on  that  day? — A.  No,  sir;  I  said  six 
hours  altogether.  J  do  not  know  how  long  we  were.  We  were  there  long^  enough 
to  find  the  houses  that  were  there.    We  did  go  in  a  gallop,  as  we  had  a  horse. 

Q.  If  you  were  fi  v^e  hours  on  that  evening,  that  would  have  carried  you  to  very  near 
9  o'clock  at  night? — A.  We  stopped  at  dark. 

Q.  Was  not  that  early? — A.  IJark  came  at  about  7  o'clock  in  the  evening.  We 
were  probably  three  hours  on  the  first  evening.  I  can  go  to  every  house  on  the  street 
in  that  time,  and  ask  a  half  dozen  questions. 

Q.  You  say  you  weut  from  there  to  the  end  of  McKinnie  street ;  how  far  was  that?— 
A.  Another  mile  and-a-half  stretch.  We  went  way  out.  There  were  a  few  more  than 
are  on  this  list  that  I  have  been  giving.  All  the  names  were  in  a  row  on  a  block, 
the  Wingfield  houses,  and  all  in  a liunch.  We  went  out  there  on  Saturday  evening 
and  went  back  to  Market  street  again. 

Q.  All  these  names  you  investigated  in  how  long? — A.  I  declare  I  do  not  know. 
We  inquired  all  along,  and  did  not  hurry.    The  negroes  got  so  that  they  knew  us. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that  the  fact  that  you  went  and  inquired  about  negroes  was 
calculated  to  alarm  them? — A.  I  don't  think  it  was.  I  do  not  think  anybody  was 
afraid.  We  laughed  and  talked  to  them,  and  some  seemed  very  willing  to  help  us 
all  they  could. 

Q.  How  long  would  you  laugh  and  talk  with  them? — ^A.  We  stopped  long  enough 
to  get  the  information  we  were  after.  I  could  not  say  how  long  we  stopped.  Kvery 
time  we  stopped  we  talked  with  them.  I  do  not  know  how  many  we  talked  to. 
There  were  about  thirty  names  on  the  list.  We  inquired  after  every  name  on  tbe 
list.  Di<^  not  stop  to  the  names  above  Thirteenth  street.  There  was  an  old  field 
there  and  we  looked  around. 

Q.  You  said  awhile  ago  that  you  did  stop  twice? — A.  Did  not  say  anything  of  the 
kind. 

Q.  But  you  said  yon  stopped  at  both  sides  of  the  field  ? — A.  I  said  we  turned  around 
twice. 

Evans  Redvkrk. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  1st  day  of  January,  1896. 

[SKAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  public,  Bichmond  County^  Ga, 

W.  C.  WILLIAMS,  sworn,  for  the  contestant: 

I  am  a  resident  of  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia,  and  was  at  the  date  of  the 
last  election  for  Congressman,  October  2, 1895. 

Q.  Did  you  have  occasion  to  investigate  a  portion  of  the  registration  list  of 
so-called  registered  voters?— A.  Yes,  sir.    I  don't  know  how  many. 

Q.  Will  you  refer  t<»  your  list  and  give  the  results  of  those  investigations? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir.  It  is  a  copy  of  the  registration  list,  so  far  as  I  know.  It  was  given  me.  I 
worked  the  whole  of  it.    Mr.  Dicks  gave  me  the  list.    What  I  have  here  I  personally 
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inT66iigated.  Investigated  the  name  of  George  Mima;  age  22;  residence  1465  Pine 
•treet.    Hie  mother  told  me  that  he  was  23  years  of  age  in  December,  1895. 

(Connael  for  contestee  objects  to  that  portion  of  the  testimony  as  to  what  the 
mother  said  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illeeal,  and  inadmissible. ) 

Investigated  the  name  of  W  illie  W  illianis ;  age  21 ;  residen  ce  14^  Pine  street.  Laura 
JoDse  lived  at  ^e  number,  and  said  the  man  did  not  live  at  the  number.  She  did 
not  know  »f  such  a  man. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  that  portion  of  the  testimony  regarding  what  the 
iroman  said  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible. ) 

Investigated  the  name  of  John  Henderson ;  age  22 ;  residence  1484  Pine  street. 
Pracilla  ureen  lived  here,  and  had  for  four  years,  and  did  not  know  any  such  man  in 
the  neighborhood. 

(Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  statement  as  to  what  the  woman  said  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible. ) 

Investigated  the  name  Lawrence  Doughty;  age  21;  residence  10  Miller  street. 
The  number  was  a  vacant  house,  and  no  darkies  in  the  neighborhood,  except  Henri* 
etta  Hart,  and  she  said  she  did  not  know  any  such  a  man. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  what  Henrietta  Hart  said  on  the  ground  that  it 
if  hesjsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Madison  Davies;  age  21;  residence  One  hundred  and 
twenty-third  district.  I  found  him  to  be  all  right.  Investigated  the  name  of  Abram 
Harrison;  residence  I2S7  South  Boundary  There  is  no  such  number;  it  is  a  vacant 
k>t  Investigated  the  name  Willie  Heath;  age  21;  residence  One  hundred  and 
twenty-third  district,  Strawberry  alley.  No  such  man  could  be  found  in  the  alley. 
Iiivetti«!]ited  the  name  of  Cliff  Goudy ;  age  22;  residence  805  South  Boundary.  His 
brother  Milton  told  me  that  he  was  40  or  41,  he  did  not  know  which.  Milton  savs 
li»  is  42  on  the  20th  of  October  passed,  and  that  his  brother  is  younger  than  himself. 
He  lived  at  the  address  given. 

(Counsel  for  oontestets  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  brother  said  on  the 
gronnd  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  inadmissible,  and  htose.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Washington  .Johnson;  age  68;  residence  on  South  bound- 
ary. No  such  man  to  be  found  on  the  street.  Investigated  the  name  of  Adam  Dunn ; 
mp22;  residence  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  district,  Jackson's  field.  Found 
a  man,  an  old  man  about  60  years  old.  In  the  field.  Investigated  the  name  of  Jim 
Williams;  age  21;  residence  1227  South  boundary.  Nelson  Hudson  lives  there,  and 
does  not  know  any  such  man. 

(Conn*i«l  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  Hudson  said  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Willie  Sackleford,  near  Mount  Calvary  Church,  age,  24. 
Hii  wife  says  he  was  bom  in  1870  or  1871,  and  is  not  over  23.  Investigated  the  name 
of  Wiley  Jonee,  age,  22;  residence,  100  South  Boundary.  There  is  no  such  number 
OB  the  street.  Numbers  on  the  street  start  at  805.  Investigated  the  name  of  Ned 
WiUiaoui,  age,  21 ;  residence,  1220  South  Boundary ;  William  Smith  lives  here  and 
does  not  know  any  such  man. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  Smith  said,  on  the 
ground  tiiat  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Harper  Wilson,  age,  22;  residence,  1363  Harper  street; 
Bobert  Tillman  lives  at  the  number  and  does  not  know  the  party. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  obiects  to  what  Tillman  said,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hear* 
ny,  Ui^^al,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Jim  Lowe,  age  21;  residence.  1339  Harper  street.  Hit 
brother,  Marshall,  told  me  that  he  was  not  20  till  this  month,  the  month  of  the  investi- 
fstion. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  what  the  brother  said,  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
hflsrsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Peter  Gant,  age,  21;  residence,  1326  Harper  street; 
the  e  is  DO  such  number;  it  would  be  in  the  Orphan  Asyhim  yard.  Investigated  the 
Dame  of  Solomon  Fain,  age,  21 ;  residence,  922  Dugas  street.  His  stepmother  says 
he  wss  16  in  August;  his  father  also  said  he  was  16. 

<(^nnsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  stepmother  and 
thther  said,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Ike  Mays,  age,  21;  residence  1112  Dugas  street;  Mary 
Willisma  Uvea  here,  and  said  she  did  not  know  any  such  party ;  she  had  lived  there 
three  months. 

(Cooni>el  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  woman  said,  on  the 
fnraod  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Jake  Anthony,  age,  22;  residence,  1008  Dugas  street; 
Iisiah  Staart  lived  there  for  two  months  and  £d  not  know  any  such  man. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  Stuart  said,  on  the 
giooBd  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 
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Investigated  the  name  of  Charlie  Doe,  age,  21;  resideoce,  1004  Dngas  street;  there 
is  no  such  man  at  1004.  Investigated  the  name  of  Fred  Cotton,  ase,  21 ;  residence, 
1002  Dngas  street;  there  is  no  such  man  as  that  at  the  number.  Investigated  the 
name  of  Frank  Alexander,  age,  21;  reHdence,  1111  Dngas  street;  Mary  Allen. lives 
at  the  number,  and  has  lived  there  for  three  years,  and  does  not  know  any  snch  man. 

(Counsel  for  oontestee  obiects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  woman  said,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  waiter  Russell,  age,  21;  residence,  1112  Dngas  street; 
Mary  Williams  lived  here  for  three  months,  and  don't  know  the  party. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  obiects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  woman  said,  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  hears^,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Frank  Doe,  age  2 1 ;  residence,  1002  Dugas  street.  Frances 
Golden  lives  where  this  is,  and  does  not  Know  any  person  by  that  name  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  woman  said,  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay  nnd  illegal  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Sammie  Danial,  age  21;  residence,  1002  Dngas  street. 
Frances  Golden  lives  at  that  number,  and  said  that  no  such  man  lived  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  obiects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  woman  said,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Robert  Cummings,  age  22;  residence,  1(X)4  Dngas  street. 
No  such  man  on  Dngas  street  at  that  nnmber.  Investigated  the  naaie  of  Johnson 
Lyons,  age  23;  residence  on  Hopkins,  above  Eleventh  street.  His  sister  and  step- 
mother said  he  is  27  years  old. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  his  mother  and  sister 
said,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Joseph  Corker,  age  21;  residence,  827  Hopkins  street 
There  is  no  such  number  as  ^7 ;  it  is  a  vacant  lot.  Investigated  the  name  of  Joe 
Corker,  age  21;  residence  812|  Hopkins  street.  He  told  me  he  would  be  26  in 
October. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  obiects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  voter  aaid,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  William  Cummings^  age  22 ;  residence,  946  Hopkins  street. 
His  mother  don't  know  his  age  exactly,  but  thinks  he  is  about  20. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  mother  said,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  John  Anderson,  age  21 ;  residence,  1001  Hopkins  street. 
No  such  number  to  be  found,  and  no  such  man  to  be  found  on  the  street.    Investi* 

Sftted  the  name  Robert  Kemaghan,  age  22 ;  residence,  913i  Hopkins  street.  They  saj 
e  is  in  St.  Louis,  and  went  there  Just  after  Christmas,  1894.  Investigated  the  name 
of  Gus  Williams,  age  21 ;  residence,  924  Ho]tkins  street.  No  such  nnmber  on  the 
street.  Investigated  the  name  of  Bennie  Hankinson,  age  21 ;  residence,  836  Hopkins 
street.    £liza  Hodson  lives  there  and  don't  know  any  snch  man  in  the  neighborhood. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  what  the  woman  said,  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Levi  Key,  age  21 ;  residence,  922  Hopkins  street.  This 
number  is  at  Harmony  Church  (colored),  and  there  is  no  such  nnmber  there,  or  resi- 
dence. Investigated  the  name  of  Jim  Oliver,  age  21;  residence.  964  Hopkins  street 
William  Cummings  lives  there  and  does  not  know  any  such  man. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  Cummings  said,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Charlie  Preston,  age  21;  residence  in  Brown's  honscon 
Hopkins  street.  Camelle  Lark  says  he  had  been  dead  for  three  weeks.  She  is  a 
resident  of  the  neighborhood. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  woman  said,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Dan  Williams,  age  22,  residence  Cnmming,  between  Miller 
and  Hopkins  streets.    His  wife  said  he  is  going  on  25  years  of  age. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  his  wife  said,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Henry  Cumming,  age  22,  residence  946  Hopkins  street. 
No  such  man  at  946.  William  Cummings  lives  there.  Investig^ited  the  name  of 
Willis  H.  Lark,  age  21,  residence  955  Hopkins  street.  His  wife  said  he  wa«  bom  in 
1870,  and  showed  the  family  Bible  in  proof. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  as  to  what  the  wife  said,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  \\  iley  Green,  age  21,  residence  916  Hopkins  street.  His 
mother  said  he  was  20  on  the  6th  day  of  September,  1895. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  what  the  mother  said,  on  the  ground  that  it 
is  hearsay,  illegal,  and  inadmissible.) 
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Q.  Did  joQ  make  a  careftil  inyestigation  at  to  the  truth  of  the  facte  that  yon  haye 
itoted  M  yon  were  able  to  dof 

(Coimsel  for  the  contestee  protests  affain  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  qnes- 
tioiM  of  the  oonnsel  for  the  contestant,  the  same  not  being  accidental,  bnt  on  nurpose, 
the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  yalidity  of 
thete  questions^  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  qnestions^ 
and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

<j.  Did  you  make  personal  obseryation  in  eyery  oasef — A.  I  went  to  eyery  plaoe^ 
and  found  that  the  ease  at  the  ]^lace  as  stated  here. 

Q.  What  was  done ;  were  the  inyestigations  presented  to  the  board  of  registrars  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was. 

Q.  What  action  did  they  take,  so  far  as  yon  knowf — A.  Well,  I  do  not  knov 
exactly.    I  was  neyer  called  before  the  board  of  registration. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  the  polls  on  the  day  of  election  f— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  at 
the  Fourth  Ward. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  irregularities  there? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  ques- 
tions of  the  counsel  for  the  contestant,  they  not  Dein)<  accidental,  but  on  purpose, 
the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  yalidity  of 
these  questions^  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  qnestions,. 
and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  Nothing  more  than  what  I  haye  always  been  seeing  around  uie  polls  at  the 
elections.    8aw  them  doing  considerable  heeling  in. 

Q,  Did  you  see  any  eyidences  of  repeating? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
hey  not  lieing  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it 
•  for  Congress  to  decide  on  their  yaliaity,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask 
and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  pro- 
test as  to  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  in  your  own  way  what  you  saw  in  the  way  of  repeating. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions,, 
thej  not  being  accidental,  bnt  on  purpose ;  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it 
it  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  yalidity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he 
has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer 
regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  Well,  I  notea  that  the  darkies  in  voting  would  go  in  to  yote  and  would  then 
£0  into  tiie  yard  of  the  engine  house  and  come  back  through  the  gate  leading  out,. 
Can't  say  that  the  gate  lea  into  the  engine  house,  but  they  would  go  in  this  gate 
and  come  out  at  the  gate  and  go  to  the  polls.  I  saw  them  change  coats  and  bats 
and  ffo  back  and  yote  again.  I  made  seyeral  attempts  to  go  to  the  window,  but  was 
not  dlowed  to  do  so. 

Q.  Did  yoa  observe  the  same  negroes  voting  more  than  once  ? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading,  not  being  accidental, 
bnt  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  contestant  statins  that  it  is  for  CongresH  to  decide- 
en  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  they  have  the  right  to  ask  and 
inabt  on  the  question,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as- 
to  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  1  recognized  some  of  them. 

Q.  For  whom  did  they  vote? — A.  The  tickets  that  1  saw  in  the  alley  found  were 
tiekets  for  Black. 

(i.  In  whose  charge  were  these  voters  ? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questiona 
of  the  counsel  for  the  contestee,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the 
eonnsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  or 
these  questions,  and  insisting  that  they  have  a  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  ques- 
tions, and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  Well,  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  these  men.  There  was  Chas.  O'Hara,  he  htA 
charge  of  some  of  them. 

Q.  Did  the  white  men  have  charge  of  them  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  leading  questions  of  the 
(oosael  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose:  the  counsel  for 
contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  vadidity  or  these  questions, 
sod  insisting  that  he  has  a  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  these  questions,  and  that  the 
^tneas  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  they  did. 

Q.  Were  these  white  men  supporters  of  Mr.  Black? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it 
ii  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  insisting  that  he 
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hM  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  qneations,  and  that  the  witness  most  ansirer 
regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 
.  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  money  heing  paid  to  the  voters  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  ngain  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  qoestioiiB, 
they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  connsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it 
is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  qnestions,  and  insisting  tbat  he 
|ias  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer 
regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  No;  I  never  saw  any  money  pass  between  any  of  them. 

Q.  Were  the  Democratic  partisans  and  workers  in  charge  of  things  that  day  and 
running  them  with  a  pretty  high  handf 

f  Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  leading  questions,  they 
being  not  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for  contest aut  stating  that  it  is 
for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  questions,  and  intiiHting  that  he  has  a 
right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer  regardless 
oi  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  From  what  I  could  see  it  was  about  divided;  the  Democrats  had  control. 

Q.  About  how  many  did70u  see  in  the  same  ^aug  repeat  their  votes  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  questions, 
they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  fur  the  contestant  stating 
that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  qnestions,  and  insisting  that 
he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  tliat  the  witness  most  answer 
regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  As  long  ns  I  stood  about  things  went  on  that  way ;  I  think  it  was  between  six 
.and  seven  times;  will  not  be  positive  about  it, 

Q.  Did  the  voting  proceed  very  rapidly  while  yon  were  there f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoo  know  anything  else  that  you  desire  to  state f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not 
believe  I  know  anything  else. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lamar,  for  contestee : 

Q.  What  do  yon  do,  Mr.  Williams f— A.  Butcher  for  J.  T.  Young. 

Q.  Where  do  you  livef->A.  In  the  Fourth  Ward,  on  939  Phillip  street. 

Q.  Did  yon  vote  that  day? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  votef — A.  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Are  yon  au  A.  P.  Af — A.  I  am. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  when  you  voted? — ^A.  About  9  o'clock. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  the  polls  f — ^A.  Two  hours,  or  possibly  two  and  a  half 
hours. 

Q.  Whereabouts  did  yon  stand f — A.  I  was  not  in  any  particular  place;  was  all 
around  the  polls. 

Q.  Did  you  stand  at  the  window f — A.  I  was  not  allowed  at  the  window;  I  tried 
to  get  to  the  colored  window;  when  they  would  not  let  me  at  the  window  I  went 
out  and  stayed  at  tlif^  edge  of  the  crowd  of  darkies;  thiH  was  on  the  edge  of  the  side- 
walk; the  crowd  was  large  at  the  time;  I  then  walked  out  in  the  street  and  walked 
near  to  the  white  window;  1  suppose  that  I  consumed  half  an  hour  till  I  left  the 
white  -window. 

Q.  Did  you  stand  at  the  white  window? — A.  Did  not  get  to  the  window;  I  stood 
at  the  mouth  of  the  opening  going  in  to  tlie  white  box;  after  that  I  knocked  around 
the  grounds,  first  in  one  place  and  then  in  another ;  I  stayed  there  till  I  got  tired  and 
went  home. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  get  home?  —A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  it  before  dinner? — A.  I  can't  say ;  we  have  dinner  between  12  and  1  o'clock ; 
I  voted  about  9  o'clock. 

Q.  You  think  you  were  there  about  two  or  two  and  one-half  hours? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
but  I  will  not  be  positive  which. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  there  in  the  sqnad  that  you  saw  repeat  ?-^A.  I  do  not 
know  the  number;  I  did  not  count  them. 

Q.  How  many  would  yon  say? — A.  Sometimes  ten  and  sometimes  five  or  six;  I 
suppose  that  many;  I  did  not  count  them. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  saw  down  the  alley  at  the  gate? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  down 
the  gate ;  I  saw  to  the  gate ;  I  could  not  see  through  the  gate. 

Q.  Conld  a  man  see  through  to  Jones  street? — A.  I  do  not  know;  I  could  see  the 
gate  and  see  them  going  in  and  coming  out. 

Q.  Could  a  man  see  tne  barricades  from  Jones  street? — A.  I  can't  say:  I  conld  not 
see  right  straight  through,  because  the  barrica<les  was  so  high;  I  haa  only  a  side 
view  of  the  gate;  I  conld  not  see  the  gate  directly  in  front;  I  was  at  the  side  of  the 
house. 

Q.  How  long  did  yon  stand  and  see  that  gate? — A.  I  conld  not  say  accurately;  I 
stayed  in  the  crowd's  edge  about  twenty  minutes;  I  then  went  to  the  white  box  and 
-stayed  a  little;  I  went  out  in  the  crowd  and  from  there  to  the  entrance  of  the  white 
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box;  was  altogether  about  half  an  honr;  the  balance  of  the  time  I  walked  about;  I 
was  first  on  th '  sidewalk  and  then  on  the  street — lirst  in  one  place  and  then  another, 
viewing  ererythinj;. 

Q.  From  the  barricades  it  was  impossible  to  see  the  vote  actually  castf — A.  It  was 
imnoflsible  to  see  them  aotnally  oast. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  see  a  man  cast  his  ticket  f — A.  Only  when  I  voted. 

Q.  These  men  that  you  saw  in  the  squad  repeating— you  did  not  actually  see  them 
npeat;  yon  only  saw  them  as  they  came  by  f — A.  I  saw  them  changing  coats  and  hats 
and  Koing  in  and  out. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  see  them  doing  this  changing,  in  the  street  f — A.  The  barricade 
rons  oat  very  near  to  the  edf^e  of  the  sidewalk;  sometimes  at  the  opening  and  some- 
tim<^  out  in  the  street.  I  did  not  take  the  names  of  those  that  I  mentioned  this  to. 
I  mentioned  it  to  several ;  I  spoke  to  my  father,  who  lives  at  the  same  place  that  I 
do.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  B.  P.  Reaa;  he  boards  at  1313  Ellis  street,  I  think.  I  spoke  to 
Mr.  Travis  Young;  he  lives  on  the  comer  of  Mar  bury  and  Dugas  streets.  I  do  not 
nmember  all  that  I  spoke  to  about  it.    The  politics  of  my  father  is  the  same  as  mine. 

Q.  Yon  are  absolutely  positive  of  their  going  through  the  barricades  after  ohang- 
ioff  coals  and  hatsf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  were  present! — A.  Quite  a  large  crowd  and  20  or  25  policemen. 

Q.  Give  some  of  the  policemen  that  you  saw  there  f — A.  It  has  been  so  long  that  I 
can't  remember.  I  saw  Sergeant  Shedd,  Power,  Lieutenant  Cartledge,  Chief  Hood, 
and  Lientenant  Cartledge  and  Private  Peoples. 

Q.  About  how  many  did  yon  see  change  coats  and  hatsf — ^A.  I  don't  know  about 
how  many. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  saw  them  go  back  six  or  seven  times  and  sometimes  there  were  ten 
and  sometimes  live  or  six.  Say  that  there  were  45  repeated,  how  many  of  them  took 
off  their  hats  and  coats  and  changed  themf — A.  I  saw  the  Rquad  change  some  three 
or  four  times.  These  men  were  standing  around,  and  so  were  others,  but  I  can't 
recollect  at  present  who  they  were. 

Q.  Where  were  yon  standing  at  the  timet — A.  A  portion  of  the  time  cl<»se  to  tbem 
and  again  out  in  the  street  in  difTerfUt  places;  was  walking  around.  I  first  went  to 
the  white  box  and  voterl  and  came  out,  and  then  I  saw  this  after  voting. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  take  in  getting  through  and  voting? — A.  I  suppose  it  took 
me  twenty  minutes  to  a  half  an  hour  to  get  to  the  window  and  vote. 

Q.  Did  yon  fee  them  at  first  or  after  you  were  lounging  around  for  half  an  hour, 
firFtonthe  sidewalk  and  the  street f— A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  before  or 
after.    My  nearest  recollection  is  that  it  was  the  first  time. 

Q.  That  time  yon  say  yon  were  there  about  twentv  minutest — A.    Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Can  45  men  vote  in  twenty  minutest — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  know  how 
loDgor  how  fast  men  can  vote.  *  They  ran  vote  more  than  one  a  minute  even  where 
they  have  a  registration  list.    Tliat  is  my  idea  of  it,  if  I  nm  not  mistaken. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  name  of  any  that  repeated? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  of  my  own 
knowledge  know  any  of  the  nan*es.  I  recognized  fome  of  the  same  faces.  I  would 
remember  their  faces  to  this  day.  I  did  not  know  them  before,  and  do  not  know 
their  names. 

Q.  That's  a  pretty  difllcnlt  job  to  recognize  strange  darkies  in  a  crowd,  is  it  nott — 
A.  Where  yon  paid  no  particular  attention  it  would  be,  but  where  you  pay  particu- 
lar attention  and  notice  it  is  not.  They  went  in  behind  this  barricade,  and  then  saw 
thrm  in  the  crowd  changing  clothes. 

Q.  >tr.  Williams,  who  gave  yon  the  list  of  names? — A.  Mr.  Dicks  gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  going  around  with  you? — A.  Mr.  A.  J.Thacker  for  awhile, 
and  Mr.  J.  L.  Bostock.  "  I  wrote  out  the  report  myself.  It  was  some  time  ago  that 
the  list  was  sent  to  me.  I  kept  a  copy  of  the  list.  Everything  en  the  memorandum 
ia  in  my  own  handwriting  except  five,  and  my  uncle  wrote  them  himself. 

Q.  How  long  were  yon  at  this  investigation? — A.  I  was  about  four  whole  days. 
loTeatigated  every  name  on  the  list.  I  do  not  know  how  many  there  were.  I  aid 
not  count  them  up.  Started  out  at  about  9  o'clock.  Sometimes  we  would  stay  until 
6  and  sttmetimes  we  wfiuld  come  in  at  5.  We  walked  part  of  the  time,  and  one 
afternoon  we  rode  on  bicycles.  That  was  just  about  as  fast  as  I  could  do  it.  I  had 
them  in  rotation  and  did  not  have  to  go  over  my  steps  the  second  time. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  apart  from  what  yon  learned  from  those  you  inquired  of, 
yoo  do  not  know  a  single  one  of  the  names  that  you  were  inquiring  of  or  for? — A. 
Well,  yes,  I  did.     There  was  Eddie  Crutch  field. 

Q.  You  haven't  given  that  name  on  the  list  that  yon  are  testifying  to. — A.  I  over- 
looked it. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  these  parties  that  yon  investigated  registered? — A.  I  do 
aot  say  positively.  I  was  at  the  registration  office  in  the  Third  W  ard,  and  I  believe 
I  recognize  some* of  the  names  that  registered  there  as  being  on  the  list,  but  I  could 
not  remember  nuless  I  had  the  memorandum,  as  a  general  thing. 

Q.  You  don't  know  the  ages  at  which  they  registered? — A.  No.  sir;  except  fVom 
the  memorandum. 
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Q.  Yoa  do  not  know  where  they  livef — A.  Only  f^om  inqairies  and  from  the  mem- 
oranda of  the  registration. 

Q.  How  many  did  yon  know  yourself  f — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Give  me  the  name  of  some  of  those  that  yoa  say  registered  that  yon  InveBti- 
gatedf — A.  There  was  Madison  Davies;  he  was  all  right.  There  was  Adam  Dnnn  in 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  district.  He  is  an  old  man  about  60.  I  found 
him,  but  no  other. 

Q.  Was  Jackson  field  the  only  place  that  you  went  to  in  the  One  hundred  and 
twent;^-third  district  to  hunt  for  another f — A.  This  party  gave  his  residence  as 
being  in  Jackson  field.  I  remember  taking  this  name  from  the  Third  Ward  book. 
I  copied  the  list  at  this  office  from  the  time  of  the  opening  till  the  close.  This  lisi 
is  not  all  from  the  names  that  I  copied  from  the  Third  Ward  book. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  names  that  you  copied  at  the  Third  Ward  are  on  this  list! — 
A.  I  do  not  know,  I  don't  remember  the  names.    I  do  not  know  them  personally. 

(Counsel  for  coutestee  moves  to  rule  out  all  the  evidence  of  this  witness  as  to  the 
list  furnished  him  by  Mr.  Dicks,  and  as  the  information  received  by  him  from  the 
party  inquired  of,  it  appearing  that  the  testimony  is  in  all  respects  hearsay  and  based 
on  the  statement  of  other  parties,  who  appear  to  be  residents  oi  this  city  and  accessible 
to  the  process  of  this  court,  and  who  can  testify  as  to  the  knowledge  they  have  in 
reference  as  to  the  identity,  age,  and  residence  of  the  parties  about  which  inquiries 
were  made;  the  evidence  beiu^  further  inadmissible  because  it  is  vague,  indefinite^ 
a  statement  of  opinion,  conclusions,  and  inadmissible  for  any  purpose.) 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  Ed.  Crutohfield? — A.  I  know  him  personally  at  the 
age  that  he  registered  at.  I  have  known  him  for  quite  a  number  of  years.  He  lives 
where  he  stated  he  lived  and  I  know  him  to  be  all  right. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  some  of  these  parties  register  while  you  were  at  the  Third 
Ward  registration  office f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  every  registration  at  the  Third  Ward, 
only  when  I  went  to  dinner,  and  my  partner  took  the  names  then. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross,  for  contestant: 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  the  names  were  not  stricken  f — A.  In  so  far  as  I  know,  they 
were  not. 

Q.  You  were  not  called  on  to  give  testimony? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not,  although  the 
list  was  sent  with  the  information  that  1  had. 

Q.  The  efforts  of  these  gentlemen  to  purge  the  list  were  a  flat  failure,  were  they 
not? — A.  So  far  as  I  know,  they  were. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  stationed  at  the  Third  v\  ard  registration  place? — A.  I 
was  there  from  the  time  it  opened  till  it  closed.    Think  it  was  about  six  days. 

Q.  Did  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  negroes  who  registered  register  as  21  years 
old? 

(Counsel  for  coutestee  objects  to  the  repeated  leading  questions,  they  not  being 
accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for  contestant  stating  that  it  was  for  Con- 
gress to  decide  as  to  the  validity  of  tl  ese  questions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the 
right  to  ask  and  insist  on  these  questions,  and  that  the  witness  must  answer,  regard- 
less of  the  protest  as  to  illegality,  and  on  the  ground  that  there  is  better  evidence 
of  the  fact,  if  it  be  a  fact. ) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  these  parties  brought  up  by  white  gentlemen  known  as  Democratic  heel- 
ers?— A.  No:  they  were  brought  up  there  by  darkies.  Mr.  Davis  was  there  at  the 
window,  ana  was  paying  taxes,  ana  so  on. 

Q.  Mr.  Davis  was  paying  taxes,  yon  say? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  looking  after  registering  the  colored  voters  that  were  brought  up  by  the 
colored  heelers? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Davis  known  as  an  approved  Democrat? — A.  I  do  not  know.  Up  to  thai 
time  I  knew  nothing  about  it.  I  did  not  take  much  stock  in  elections.  From  what 
I  have  heard,  I  would  say  he  is  accounted  an  approved  Democrat  on  that  side. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  any  registering  who  were  under  21,  judging  by  appearances? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  many  during  the  time  that  you  were  there? — A.  I  do  not  know 
exactly;  suppose,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  about  a  dozen.  I  do  not  know  their 
names.  I  did  take  them  down  at  the  time  in  my  book.  I  have  the  list.  I  took  the 
names  down.  I  only  took  the  names  of  the  colorea  voters  while  stationed  there.  I 
do  not  believe  that  at  present  that  there  is  anything  else  that  I  know  of. 

Rebuttal  by  Mr.  Lamar,  for  the  coutestee: 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  the  list  of  your  investigations 
were  furnished  the  board  of  registration  ? — A.  I  am  nor  positive  that  it  wae.  I  have 
only  the  say  so  of  the  men  that  I  gave  the  list  to.  I  did  not  notify  the  board  myself. 
I  do  not  know  what  was  done  with  it,  except  by  hearsay.  I  wasat  the  Third  Ward 
office  about  ten  days.  Some  few  were  refused  registration  and  were  not  allowed  to 
go  on  the  list.  I  do  not  know  how  many  were  refused  registration;  should  think 
there  were  about — possibly  25. 
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Q.  What  were  the  ffronnds  of  refusal f — A.  Some  on  different  gronnds.  Some  hav- 
ing already  rejoBtered  and  the  clerk's  attention  bein^  called  to  it.  Some  seemed  to 
be  older  than  tiiey  said  they  were.  Some  for  not  giving  the  correct  residence.  I 
believe  there  were  one  or  two  on  the  ground  of  taxes.  1  think  so;  I  can't  be  posi- 
tire.  lliose  I  describe  1  wonld  call  the  attention  of  Mr.  Bearden  to  the  fact  that 
they  had  registered  before.  Sometimes  he  wonla  turn  them  down  and  sometimes  he 
woald  not.  I  would  not  be  willing  to  swear  to  any  number.  I  told  him  I  would  be 
wiihng  to  swear  that  they  had  already  registered.  I  called  Mr.  Davis's  attention  to 
•everal  of  them. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Davis  say  f — A.  He  recognized  a  few  of  them,  as  also  did  Mr. 
Bearden«  and  they  were  not  allowed  to  register  again.  They  would  be  allowed  when 
they  would  swear  that  they  had  not  registered.  I  knew  by  their  faces  that  they  had 
been  there  before,  and  by  peculiar  marks. 

Q.  How  many  that  yon  objected  to  were  allowed  to  register? — ^A.  I  could  not  say. 
Would  make  note  of  it^  but  I  would  not  say  positively.  I  do  not  know  that  those 
that  I  objected  to  are  on  the  list.    1  do  not  know  that  any  of  them  voted. 

W.  C.  Williams. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  January,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Bichmand  County,  Ga. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  examination  of  this  witness  a  recess  was  taken  until 
December  31,  1895,  at  10  a.  m. 

CouRT-HousE,  December  SI,  1895. 

Taking  of  testimony  resumed  at  10  a.  m. 

Appears  for  the  con  test  ee,  C.  Henry  Cohen,  esq.;  appears  for  the  i  ontestant,  John 
T.  West,  esq. 

0.  W.  HEATH,  sworn  for  the  contestant : 

I  reside  at  Marbury  street,  946,  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia ;  I  have  lived 
here  about  fifteen  years;  lived  in  the  county  all  my  life;  1  lived  here  previous  to  the 
election  for  Congressman,  October  2,  1895. 

Q.  Did  you  have  occasion  to  investigate  any  of  the  names  of  alleged  voters  that 
were  resistered  in  this  county? — A.  Yes,  sir;  1  have  got  a  list;  I  got  the  list  from 
Mr.  DicKs;  a  few  of  the  memorandums  on  the  list  are  in  my  own  handwriting. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  time  that  you  made  the  investigations  f — A.  I  do  not 
remember  the  date  exactly ;  I  never  made  any  memorandum  of  the  date ;  it  was 
shortly  before  the  election. 

Q.  Please  take  the  list  and  give  the  results  of  your  investigations. — A.  Invest!- 

Sted  the  name  of  Charles  Younff,  age  21 ;  residence,  near  the  Orphan  Asylum,  on 
dlroad  avenue.  He  could  not  be  found  In  the  neighborhood.  1  made  inquiries. 
I  do  not  know  anything 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  received  by 
him  from  others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  irrelevant,  and  illegal.) 

Made  inquiries  of  some  two  or  three.  Nobody  knew  anything  about  him.  Investi- 
pted  the  name  of  Willie  Grogan,  age  21 ;  residence,  1516  Railroad  avenue.  There 
u  DO  such  number  on  the  street.  We  could  not  find  any  sach  number.  Investigated 
the  name  of  Sim  James,  age  21 ;  residence,  1024  Railroad  avenue.  There  is  no  such 
number  on  the  street.  Investigated  the  name  of  Albert  Heyward^  age  22:  residence, 
lUilroad  avenue.  We  could  not  find  him  on  the  street.  We  inquirea  of  colored 
people  where  the  number  ought  to  be. 

(Coanael  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  received  by 
him  from  others,  the  same  bein^r  hearsay,  irrelevant,  and  illegal.) 

Investigated  the  name  of  Arhor  Jones,  age  21;  residence,  1314  Railroad  avenue. 
There  is  no  such  number  on  the  street.  Investigated  the  name  of  Bonnie  Williams, 
Sice  23;  residence,  1420  Railroad  avenue.  There  is  no  such  number  on  the  street. 
Ucilas  Smalley,  age  21;  residence,  about  1430  Railroad  avenue.  Can't  be  found 
toywhere  out  there.    Inquired  of  several  parties. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  received 
irom  others  the  same  being  hearsay,  irrelevant,  and  illegal.) 

Investieated  the  name  of  J.  W.  Brilie,  age  38,  residence  133  Railroad  avenue.  No 
•nrb  number  on  the  street.  Investigated  the  name  of  George  Murray,  a^e  21,  resi* 
denoe  8  Railroad  avenue.  There  is  no  such  number  on  the  street.  Investigated  the 
D«me  of  Charlie  Malery,  age  21,  residence  1436b  Railroad  avenue.  There  is  no  such 
nofflber  on  the  street.  Investigated  the  name  of  Robert  Rollerson,  age  21,  residence 
1S8  Railroad  avenue.  There  is  no  such  number.  There  was  no  number  running 
Mar  this.  There  were  vacant  places  or  lots,  room  for  houses  at  the  places.  But  no 
booses.    Investigated  the  name  of  Frank  Glenn,  age  31,  residence  10,  near  the  Orphan 
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Asylum.  There  is  no  such  n amber.  Investigated  the  name  of  Henry  Williams,  age 
21,  residence  near  the  Orphan  Asylum     His  sister-in-law  said  he  was  25  years  of  aee. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  gained  by 
him  from  others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  irrelevant  and  illegal.) 

I  could  not  find  him  at  all.    She  does  not  know  what  became  of  him. 

Q.  Where  you  say  you  could  not  Und  a  number,  did  you  inquire  for  the  person !— 
A.  I  inquired  for  the  person  of  the  neighborhood  along  the  avenue.  Investigated 
the  name  of  Willie  Terry,  age  21,  residence  10  Bailroad  avenue,  near  the  Orphan  Asy- 
lum.   There  is  no  such  numoer. 

Q.  You  say  lived  near  the  Orphan  Asylum  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  city? — ^A.  Fifteen  years.  I  haye  worked  in  the 
Augusta  mill  all  the  time  except  six  months  that  I  worked  in  a  blacksmith  shop.  I 
have  never  known  any  of  the  names  investigated  personally.  I  do  not  know  of  them 
except  from  this  list  that  I  had.    That  is  alT  that  I  investigated. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cohen,  for  the  contestee: 

Q.  Mr.  Heath,  you  say  you  are  employed  at  the  Augusta  factory? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in 
the  spooling  room.    I  was  employed  there  when  this  fist  was  given  me. 

Q.  You  are  a  married  man  f — ^A.  Have  been ;  my  wife  is  dead. 

Q.  Are  you  a  man  of  family? — ^A.  No,  sir;  nothing  but  my  mother. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  anv  of  the  names  that  were  given  yon  were  registered,  of 
your  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  say  gave  you  the  list? — A.  Mr.  A.  P.  Dicks. 

Q.  He  gave  you  the  number  that  you  stated  as  investigated? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  been  working  in  the  factory  except  a  short  time  that  yon  worked 
with  a  blacksmith? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  lived  in  the  country  before  I  moved  to  Augusta. 

Q.  You  are  associated  with  colored  people  very  little,  are  you  not.  No  colored  men 
work  with  you  or  in  the  employment  that  yon  are  engaged  in.  There  is  only  one  or 
two  colored  out  of  the  500  people  employed  where  you  work? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  consider  yourself  an  expert  on  colored  men's  faces  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Railroad  avenue  is  populated  almost  entirely,  with  very  few  exceptions,  by  col- 
ored people,  out  beyond  the  Orphan  Asvlum,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  very  itiw  of  tne  houses  on  this  street  are  numbered? — A. 
Some  of  the  houses  are  uot  numbered. 

Q.  Are  not  the  great  majority  of  the  houses  small  shanties  or  one-story  houses?— 
A.  A  large  number  of  the  houses  are  only  one  story. 

Q.  Railroad  avenue  is  about  a  mile  long,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  when  you  undertook  to  make  these  investigations  how  long  were  yon 
from  work?— A.  We  went  out  after  work  had  stopped  on  Saturday  afternoon. 

Q.  At  what  hour  was  that? — A.  The  mills  stop  at  quarter  after  4.  We  were  oat 
going  about  two  hours  or  two  and  one-half  hours.    I  did  not  time  myself. 

Q.  Who  was  with  you? — A.  My  cousin,  W.  T.  Heath,  was  with  me. 

Q.  How  did  you  go? — A.  We  walked. 

Q.  The  only  guide  you  had  was  the  list  given  you  by  Mr.  Dicks? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  first  name  that  vou  looked  fpr  was  Charles  Young  and  you  said  he  oonld  not 
be  found  in  the  neighbornood.  What  number  did  you  look  for? — A.  That  was  near 
the  Orphan  Asylum  and  we  looked  there. 

Q.  Describe  the  location  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  to  the  best  of  ^our  knowledge?— 
A.  The  front  of  it  is  on  Railroad  avenue.  1  do  not  know  the  width.  The  grounds 
cover  15  or  20  acres  of  land. 

Q.  Does  it  not  have  a  front  on  three  sides? — A.  It  has  two  frontages  on  Railroad 
avenue  and  one  on  Harper  street.    It  sets  in  a  sort  of  diamond. 

Q.  There  is  a  street  on  the  west  side  of  it,  is  there  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  near  it. 

Q.  Does  it  not  have  a  frontage  on  Guinett  street? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  went  out  there  after  hunting  for  Charles  Young  you  said  you  could  not 
find  him.  Who  did  you  ask  about  him? — A.  We  asked  a  colored  woman  living  near 
the  oil  house. 

Q.  What  was  her  name? — A.  I  did  not  get  her  name.  She  was  a  woman  living  in 
tha  house  this  side  of  the  oil  house.  She  looked  to  be  married.  She  looked  to  be  a 
middle-aged  woman.  She  was  rather  dark.  There  were  children  in  the  door.  She 
said  she  did  not  know  him  and  she  knew  everybody  there. 

Q.  Did  yon  ask  anybody  else  about  Charles  Young  ? — ^A.  I  asked  a  woman  on  Harper 
street  about  Charles  Young.  She  said  she  lived  there.  She  was  black  and  no  one  was 
with  her.  She  was  standing  in  the  gate.  I  do  not  know  the  number  of  the  house 
now.  I  only  have  her  word  for  the  fact  that  she  lived  there.  She  said  she  did  not 
know  anybody.    Those  two  are  all  that  I  asked  about  the  man  Harper. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  1,000  people  live  in  the  neigbborhood  of  the  asylum? — A.  I 
think  at  least  500.    That  is,  if  you  get  200  or  300  yards  from  the  street  we  were  on. 

Q.  Don't  you  mean  when  you  say  near  a  place  two  or  three  squares? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
would  not  coll  that  near.    I  would  call  a  square  or  100  yards  near. 
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Q.  Well,  yoQ  have  admitted  that  the  people  in  the  neighborhood  are  about  500 1 — 
A.  Not  in  the  district  I  have  made. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  think  there  t — A.  I  suppose  about  200. 

Q.  Out  of  200  people,  white  and  black,  how  many  did  you  aek  t — A.  I  asked  two 
colored  people  about  him. 

Q.  Mr.  Heath,  do  you  know  whether  vou  were  taken  for  a  constable  or  sheriff? — ^A. 
No,  sir.    I  suppose  not ;  I  do  not  look  lilce  one. 

Q.  You  don  t  know  that  yon  were  taken  for  a  sheriff,  then  f — A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  Yon  don't  know  that  the  woman  that  you  were  asking  of  thought  you  were 
alter  them  to  arrest  themt — A.  No,  sir;  she  simply  told  me  that  she  did  not  know 
them. 

Q.  Willie  Grogan  you  have  got  down  as  registered  at  1616  Railroad  avenue  and  yoa 
uid  that  you  could  not  find  any  such  number. — A.  No,  sir;  there  is  no  such  number 
oat  there  on  that  side. 

(j.  What  was  the  number  that  yon  found  t — A.  I  do  not  remember  whether  there 
were  any  numbers  out  there  or  not.  I  do  not  remember  now.  I  simply  could  not 
fiod  the  number  1516.  I  did  not  aak  anyone  for  the  number.  I  have  never  been  out 
there  looking  before  the  investigation.  It  might  have  been  there,  but  it  must  have 
been  hid,  for  we  could  not  find  it  on  the  door. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  Will  Grogan  registered  except  from  the  list  given  you  by 
Mr.  IMekst—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Sim  James,  1024  Railroad  avenue;  what  did  ydU  say  about  himt — ^A.  We  could 
not  find  the  number. 

Q.  Were  there  any  1000  numbers  on  the  street  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  what  num- 
bers were  on  there.  I  could  not  find  the  number,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
were  any  1000  or  not.  1  did  not  take  any  particular  notice.  I  do  not  know  the 
DiuDber  at  which  ^e  street  begins  nor  do  not  know  to  what  number  it  runs. 

Q.  Did  you  find  1025?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  1026?— A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  there  or  not.  It  seems  that 
the  numbers  are  in  the  1400. 

Q.  Did  yon  aek  for  1024?— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  any  such  a  man  registered,  except  from  the  list  that  you 
hsTs? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  he  ever  gave  any  such  a  number,  except  from  the  list,  do 
yoo?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Albert  Howard  is  another  name  that  you  looked  for;  what  about  him? — A* 
We  roold  not  find  him. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  any  such  a  man  registered? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did 
not  write  them  myself. '  Mr.  Dicks  wrote  them  down.    I  made  it  out  as  Howard. 

Q.  If  you  wrote  it  down  Howard  and  you  looked  for  Howard  you  made  an  error, 
did  you  not? — A.  I  would  have  been  wrong. 

Q.  Yon  would  not  swear  positively  that  yon  did  not  mean  that  name  for  How- 
ard f— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  He  gave  his  residence  aa  Railroad  avenue? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  avenue  is  about  a  mile  long?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  ask  for  this  man? — A.  I  asked  a  white  lady  on  Gwinnett  street 
and  she  said  she  did  not  know  him. 

Q.  Give  her  name. — A.  I  do  not  know  her  name. 

Q.  Did  yoQ  aak  anyone  else? — A.  We  met  a  man  on  the  railroad  and  asked  him. 

Q.  What  was  his  name? — A.  I  do  not  know  his  name. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  ?— A.  He  said  he  did  not  know  him. 

Q.  Did  he  live  on  the  street? — A.  He  said  he  did. 

Q.  Is  there  not  about  1,500  people  living  on  the  length  of  the  avenue? — ^A.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  over  400  on  the  avenue  proper.  There  is  not  but  about  400  on 
the  street  of  a  mile  in  length. 

Q.  Yon  only  know  what  they  told  you?— A.  A  colored  man  said  he  did  not  live  on 
the  avenue,  and  I  did  not  find  him. 

Q.  Would  yon  swear  that  he  does  not  live  on  that  street? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  yon  swear  that  he  ever  roistered? — A.  I  would  not. 

Q.  Now  abont  Arthur  Jones,  1314  Railroad  avenue;  what  about  him? — ^A.  I  could 
not  find  him. 

Q.  What  number  did  you  find  f — A.  I  do  not  know  what  number  it  was  that  I 
mad. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  anything  after  1300? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  say  that  you  found  1400? — A.  I  said  my  recollection  was  that  they 
Ton  in  the  1400.    I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Did  yon  aak  for  that  number? — A.  I  did  not  ask  anyone. 

Q.  Are  yon  prepared  to  swear  that  he  registered  at  that  number? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Berry  Williams,  residence  1420  Railroad  avenue,  you  say  yon  could  not  find? — 
A.  I  did  not  find  thia  number.  I  think  there  are  1400  and  could  not  find  1420,  and 
c<nild  not  find  him* 
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Q.  Would  you  swear  that  be  doee  not  live  on  that  street  f — ^A.  I  would  not. 

Q.  Woald  yoa  swear  that  he  even  registered? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  the  way  the  numbers  ran  on  this  street  f — ^A.  I  did  not 
examine. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  study  a  city  mapf — A.  No.  sir;  I  do  not  know  whether  the  nam 
ber  represents  a  wooden  or  brick  honse,  or  a  lot.    I  never  understood  this,  before  or 
aince  the  investigation.    1  supposed  they  represented  lots. 

Q.  Bennie  Williams;  you  were  told  that  ne  lived  near  the  Orphan  Asylum t— A. 
Ko;  near  the  Standard  Oil  Company. 

Q.  How  many  people  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Standard  OU  Company  t— A  I 
Bnppose  there  is  a  couple  hundred. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  suppose  that  yon  asked  abont  Williams t — ^A.  I  asked  one 
woman  and  one  man. 

Q.  Give  their  names. — A.  I  did  not  ^et  either  of  their  names. 

Q.  What  did  they  savf — A.  They  said  thej  did  not  know  him  or  where  he  lived. 

Q.  Did  they  live  on  the  street t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  asked  at  the  first  house  near  Qwin- 
Dett  street. 

Q.  What  was  the  number? — A.  I  did  not  take  the  number. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  took  yon  for  a  collector  for  a  furniture  house  on 
the  installment  plan,  and  that  you  were  hunting  for  the  party  to  take  his  furniture 
ftom  him  that  Saturday  evening? — A.  I  do  not  know.  She  did  not  say;  simply  told 
Aie  that  did  not  know  or  never  heard  of  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  registered? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  Ucilas  Smalley  ever  restored  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  hand  does  Mr.  Dicks  write? — A.  He  wntes  a  hard  hand  to  read. 
I  find  it  hard  to  read  it.    I  am  poor  reader  of  writing. 

Q.  He  might  have  intended  some  other  name? — A.  1  suppose  that  is  the  name. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  residence? — A.  He  gave  about  1420. 

Q.  What  do  you  understand  by  that? — A.  I  suppose  that  it  means  near  that  num- 
ber.   I  did  uot  find  the  number  1430. 

Q.    Did  you  find  houses  where  the  number  should  be? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  find? — A.  About  fifbeen  in  the  neighborhood. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  any  of  them? — A.  We  did  uot. 

Q.  Because  you  could  not  find  1430,  vou  did  not  find  out  whether  they  knew  Uxilas 
Smalley  or  not  at  these  houses? — A.  No,  sir. 
.    Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Dicks  put  down  abont  1420?— A.  I  could  not  find  1420. 

Q.  Would  you  swear  that  no  1420  exists  on  Railroad  avenue? — A.  I  would  not. 

Q.  And  you  will  not  swear  that  no  number  as  of  1440  does  not  exist? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  there  is  no  1425? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  1435?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  there  might  have  beeu  a  house  at  the  numbers  1440,  or  1425,  or  1435,  and 
he  might  have  lived  at  these  numbers?  You  would  not  swear  that  he  does  not? — ^A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  ask  iibout  Smalley? — A.  I  asked  a  colored  man  about  him. 

Q.  What  was  bis  name? — A.  I  did  not  take  it. 

Q.  Where  did  he  live? — A.  I  did  not  ask  him. 

Q.  Then  he  might  have  lived  in  South  Carolina,  for  all  that  yon  know  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  asked  only  this  one  colored  man? — A.  That's  all. 

Q.  J.  W.  Brylie,  1333  Railroad  avenue.  Would  you  swear  that  he  does  not  live  at 
this  number? — A.  I  would  swear  tbat  I  could  not  find  the  number.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  is  any  such  a  man. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  1335  was  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  yon  swear  that  1335  is  not  a  hut  or  number  out  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Man  might  have  been  living  out  there,  if  such  a  number  exists? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  houses  m  the  field? — A.  There  are  no  houses  beyond  Four- 
teenth street,  except  in  a  side  street.  They  front  on  this  side  street.  I  do  not  know 
that  they  are  considered  to  be  on  Railroad  avenue. 

Q.  Mr.  Heath,  when  you  were  at  1333,  that  was  near  the  end  of  the  street,  was  it 
not  ?  The  1300  numbers  should  be  near  the  end  of  the  street  ? — ^A.  They  are  about  the 
middle  way  along  the  street,  I  think. 

Q.  The  number  8  is  at  the  beginning  of  the  street,  is  it  not? — A.  It  is  at  the  first, 
if  at  all. 

Q.  If  8  is  at  the  beginning  of  the  street,  then  1300  is  at  the  end  of  the  street,  is  it 
not? — A.  I  do  not  know  where  1300  is.  I  think  the  end  of  the  street  would  be  on  the 
other  side  of  the  1300. 

Q.  At  which  end  of  the  street  did  you  begin  to  work? — ^A.  We  commenced  at  the 
small  numbers  when  we  looked  for  8. 

Q.  How  was  your  list  arranged? — A.  The  numbers  did  not  come  in  rotation  on  my 
list,  but  we  looked  for  the  smaller  numbers  first. 

Q.  Would  you  swear  that  there  is  no  number  5  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Woald  yoa  swear  that  there  ie  no  number  9f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  is  there  not  a  long  house — tenement  house — at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  street  f — A.  There  is  not  but  one  this  side  of  the  asylum. 

Q.  Does  there  not  seem  to  be  15  or  20  two-room  houses  t — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Are  Ton  prepared  to  swear  that  Charles  Molery  was  registered  f — A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Woiud  ^ou  swear  that  that  is  the  name  that  yon  have  on  the  listf — A.  That  is 
what  I  read  it. 

Q.  Wonld  yon  swear  that  it  was  intended  for  that  name? — A.  May  make  something 
elM  out  of  it. 

Q.  Yon  are  willing  to  say  that  there  is  1400  on  this  street? — A.  I  do  not  remember 
potitiTely  that  they  ran  this  high :  I  will  swear  that  we  could  not  find  1436. 

Q.  Would  you  swear  that  1438  aoes  not  exist f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  houses  on  each  side  of  the  numbers  that  yon  did  find  t — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  The  negroes  principally  occupy  hute  or  one-story  houses,  do  they  not? — ^A.  Yes, 
dr. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  see  this  man  to  know  himf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Uow  many  negroes  are  in  this  oityf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  U  it  not  generally  considered  that  there  are  between  5,000  and  6,000  f — A.  I  do 
Dot  know ;  I  think  there  may  be  that  many. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  know  out  of  this  number? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  100  out  of  the  number? — A.  J  do  not;  I  have  had  very  little 
deslingB  with  them,  and  worked  very  little  with  them. 

Q.  Etobert  Roberson,  1658 ;  did  you  go  to  the  extreme  limit  of  the  street  hunting  for 
thii  number? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  to  the  houses  in  the  thicket? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  they  might  have  lived  there? — ^A.  Yes;  but  we  considered  that  thicket 
off  the  street;  the  houses  face  on  the  side  streets. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  seen  a  map  of  the  city? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  how  the 
city  ii  Burveyed. 

Q.  Frank  Glenn,  10,  near  the  Orphan  Asylum;  did  you  find  the  number?— A.  I 
did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  find  5?'-A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  6?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  8?~A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  numbers  are  small  about  the  Orphan  Asylum,  are  they  not? — A«  They  are. 

Q.  There  is  a  great  number  of  houses  opposite  the  Orphan  Asylum,  are  there  not? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many,  do  you  think? — A.  About  fifteen. 

Q.  Principally  occupied  by  negroes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Two  or  three  hundred  lived  in  the  neighborhood,  did  they  not? — A.  A  good 
Buy  lived  there. 

(^.  Who  did  you  ask  about  Glenn? — A.  Went  to  one  of  the  little  houses  opposite 
the  oil  yard  and  asked  a  colored  woman  about  him. 

(^.  Wrhat  was  her  name? — A.  I  do  not  know  her  name. 

Q.  Did  she  live  in  the  house? — A:  She  said  she  did. 

Q.  What  did  she  tell  you? — A.  She  said  she  did  not  know  Glenn. 

Q.  Aliont  the  time  that  you  cross  queHtioned  her  you  had  been  at  work  an  hour  or 
tt  honr  and  a  half,  had  you  not? — A.  It  was  near  sundown. 

Q.  Tell  me  how  yon  went  about  the  business  of  getting  your  information. — A.  I 
uiktA  her  and  she  told  me.  I  asked  her  if  it  was  No.  10,  and  she  said  no.  I  asked 
iMr  for  the  colored  man  by  the  name  and  she  said  she  did  not  know  a  man  by  the 
name. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  anybody  else? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  he  did  not  live  at  that  house? — A.  I  am  not.  I 
ooly  know  that  I  did  not  find  him.  I  only  know  that  I  did  not  find  10.  I  can  not 
give  her  name.    I  do  not  know  anybody  livinsr  in  those  houses. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  the  woman  lived  there? — A.  Only  that  she  told  me  she  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  ask  anybody  else? — A.  One  more  colored  woman. 

Q.  NVbere  did  she  live? — A.  I  met  her  near  the  crossing  and  asked  her  about  Glenn 
iBd  she  said  she  did  not  know  him. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  woman  was  she  ? — A.  She  was  a  middle-aged  woman. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  tell  her  that  you  had  no  warrant  for  him  or  that  you  were  not  an 

iutallment  furniture  man  come  to  seize  his  goods,  and  on  Saturday  evening? — A.  I 

^d  not. 

Q.  They  were  the  only  two  that  you  asked? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  second  woman  might  have  lived  in  Atlanta  for  all  yon  know? — A.  Yes; 

cbe  Kud  she  lived  there. 
Q.  How  long  did  you  talk  with  her? — A.  I  saw  her  for  a  couple  of  minutes. 

Q.  Yoa  do  not  know  that  she  lived  there? — A.  I  do  not. 

<^.  She  might  have  lived  in  Atlanta  or  New  York  for  all  yon  know? — A.  She  might. 
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Q.  Henry  Williams,  residence  near  the  orphan  asylnm  or  Standard  Oil  Companj; 
how  many  did  yon  ask  about  himf — A.  I  met  his  sister-in-law. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  she  was  his  sister-in-law  f — A.  She  told  me. 

Q.  How  did  she  come  to  tell  you? — A.  I  asked  her  if  she  knew  him.  She  said  she 
was  his  sister-in-law,  and  that  he  was  over  25. 

Q.  How  did  she  know  his  agef — A.  She  did  not  tell  me  how  she  knew  his  age. 

Q.  Did  she  tell  you  how  long  she  had  lived  with  his  brother? — A.  She  did  not;  I 
did  not  ask. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  her  mother-in-law f — A.  I  did  not.    I  found  the  mother-in-law. 

Q.  Did  yon  ask  anybody  else  about  this  man? — A.  I  did  not.  I  thought  or  sap- 
posed  that  she  was  speaking  the  truth. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  when  you  saw  herf — A.  It  was  late  Saturday  evening. 

Q.  You  were  anxious  to  get  through? — A.  No,  sir;  we  were  not  in  a  hurry. 

Q.  She  was  the  only  one  that  you  talked  to? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  sister-in-law's  name? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  talk  to  anyone  else? — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  did  she  say  ? — A.  She  said  she  had  not  heard  of  him  in  a  long  time. 

Q.  Did  she  not  say  she  had  not  seen  him  since  morning? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  her  where  he  used  to  live? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  her  where  she  lived? — ^A.  No,  sir.  She  did  not  know  anything 
about  him. 

Q.  How  did  yon  look  for  the  numbers? — A.  I  looked  for  them  over  the  door. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  count  the  numbers? — A.  No,  sir.  The  numbers  are  usually  over 
the  door. 

Q.  Do  von  know  any  of  the  numbers  that  you  saw  on  the  avenue? — ^A.  I  am  pretty 
oertaln  that  I  saw  numbers,  but  I  do  not  know  any  of  them  now. 

Q.  Would  you  swear  that  all  the  houses  were  numbered? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  the  houses  on  Railroad  avenue  are  numbered? — ^A.  Yes; 
some  of  them.  Some  of  the  houses  between  the  railroad  and  the  street  have  no 
numbers  on  them. 

Q.  How  many? — A.  Three  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  seeing  any  more  not  numbered  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  seeing 
any  but  three  not  numbered. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  the  system  of  marking  numbers? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 
They  usually  put  them  on  the  door. 

Q.  If  the  number  is  not  on  the  door,  you  decide  that  the  house  is  not  numbered?— 
A.  Sometimes  the  number  is  on  the  comer  of  the  house. 

Q.  If  yon  could  not  see  the  numbers  you  decided  that  the  houses  were  not  num- 
bered?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  they  use  numbers? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  finish? — A.  It  was  just  beginning  to  be  dark  when  we 
finished. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  any  of  those  yon  hunted  for  personally? — ^A.  I  do 
not.  I  have  heard  some  of  the  names  before,  but  do  not  remember  any  more  abont 
them. 

Q.  You  did  this  after  working  hours? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  take? — A.  We  were  out  about  two  and  one>half  hours. 

Q.  You  did  not  lose  any  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  paid  yon  for  it? — A.  No  one  paid  me. 

Q.  In  the  interest  of  what  party  were  you  working? — A.  I  was  not  in  the  interest 
of  any  party. 

Q.  In  whose  interest  were  you  working? — A.  Mr.  Watson's,  I  suppose. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote?— A.  I  voted  for  Mr.  Watson.  Previous  to  this  election 
I  was  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  voting,  not  being  able  to  pay  m^  taxes.  I  have 
been  a  member  of  his  party  for  the  last  year.  I  have  always  had  him  for  my  choice. 
I  did  the  work  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  WatsuUi  and  I  have  always  looked  upon  him  as 
my  choice. 

Redirect  by  John  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  The  counsel  for  contestee  asked  you  about  the  neighborhood  of  the  orphan 
asylum.  Were  you  investigating  all  around  the  neighborhood,  or  just  on  Rai&oad 
avenue?— A.  All  on  one  street,  but  we  asked  at  the  street  leading  off  Arom Railroad 
avenue. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  numbers  on  the  doors? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  had  numbers^  how  near  would  you  find  houses? — A.  When  I  had  a 
number  I  could  not  get  any  of  the  numbers  running  near. 

Q.  In  the  case  of  1430,  what  did  you  find  at  the  place?  Where  did  yon  think  to 
find  it? — A.  I  supposed  it  ought  to  be  near  the  ena  of  t<he  street.  I  could  not  find 
that  number.  I  could  not  find  the  numbers  between  the  railroad  and  the  street,  and 
oould  only  ask  for  the  parties  of  those  that  I  saw.  Where  I  could  not  find  tiie  num- 
bers where  ihej  ought  to  be,  I  inquired  for  the  parties. 
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Q.  Taming  to  the  fint  name,  how  do  you  pronoance  it? — A.  Ucilae. 

<^.  How  do  yoa  spell  it  f — A.  U-c-i-1-i-a-B.  Some  people  do  not  understand  me  in 
prouoonoing. '  I  once  worked  with  a  man  who  wonla  complain  of  my  pronunciation. 

Q.  (Referring  to  the  memorandum  that  the  witness  used  in  giving  his  direct  testi- 
mony.)   Is  this  your  writing  f — ^A.  It  is  my  cousin's. 

Q.  You  were  together? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  but  he  did  the  writiug. 

<j.  Your  cousin  wrote  all  of  the  memorandum? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  moves  to  stzike  out  the  entire  testimony  of  this  witness 
1)«caase  he  has  testified  from  a  written  memorandum  when  none  of  said  memorandum 
WW  written  by  himself. 

Coonsel  for  contestant  demurs,  on  the  ground  that  the  testimony  is  thoroughly 
relevant  because  the  witness  said  he  was  present  and  went  over  the  memorandum  at 
the  time  it  was  written.) 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  yonr  cousin  wrote  all  these  things  on  this  memorandum? — 
A  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  everything  wrote  down. 

().  He  wrote  everything  on  the  memorandum? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  except  the  names 
written  by  Mr.  Dicks. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  it  after  finishing  the  investigation  ?-> A.  I  turned  it  over 
to  Mr.  Potts,  the  recorder. 

Q.  Where  has  it  been  since  you  last  had  it? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  get  it? — A.  Mr.  Mixon  gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  Whenf — A.  He  gave  it  to  me  about  two  hours  ago,  I  suppose.  I  have  not  seen 
it  before  this  morning  since  the  investigation.  Mr.  Mixon  is  employed  to  subpoena 
witoesaes  and  talk  to  them.    I  have  not  seen  the  paper  for  two  months. 

Q.  Will  yon  swear  it  is  exactly  the  same  paper? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  satisfied  it  is 
the  same  paper.    There  are  no  fresh  memorandums  on  it. 

Q.  Has  anyone  talked  to  yon  about  your  testimony? — ^A.  No,  sir;  no  one  has  talked 
tone. 

O.  W.  Heath. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1895. 

[SKJLL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

,  Notary  PubliOt  Biohmond  County,  Ga, 

COURT-HOUSK,  January  8, 1896, 

Taking  of  testimony  began  at  10  a.  m. 

Appean  for  the  contestuit,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  appears  for  the  contestee,  C.  Henry 
Cohen,  esq. 

G.  W.  MONTGOMERY,  sworn  for  the  contestant: 

I  was  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia,  at 
the  time  of  the  special  election  for  Congressman,  October  2, 1895.  I  have  been  a 
resident  of  the  county  for  about  ten  jrears. 

<^.  State  if  yon  know  anything  ^omg  to  show  that  the  list  of  registered  voters  of 
Richmond  County  was  illegal,  taking  up  each  name  and  telling  what  you  know 
»boQt  il — A.  I  was  asked  to  investigate  these  names. 

Q.  For  what  purpose? — A.  To  see  where  they  lived,  and  whether  they  were  legal 
voten  or  not. 

Q.  How  was  the  list  furnished  you? — A.  By  Mr.  Potts  and  Mr.  Dicks. 

Q.  How  were  they  obtained  by  these  gentlemen? — A.  Mr.  Dicks  and  Mr.  Potts  were 
Ikk  at  the  court-house,  in  the  registration  room,  and  when  a  man  would  come  up  to 
register  they  would  take  the  name,  age,  and  residence.  I  was  not  present  all  the 
tine  there  and  could  not  say  this  about  everyone.  They  were  taken  at  the  office  of 
tbe  registrar  and  then  given  us. 

(Coonsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  of  the  witness,  as  same  is  hearsay, 
b«  not  bemg  present  when  these  names  were  registered,  himself,  but  the  list  having 
)mo  given  him  by  others  and  he  told  they  were  lists  of  registered  voters,  and  there- 
fore hearsay  and  not  of  his  own  knowledge.) 

I  was  here  at  the  court-house,  and  the  other  gentlemen  were  inside  of  the  office, 
^   Wt  I  was  not  allowed  in  the  office.    They  would  bring  the  names  out  to  me.    After 
l^ettiog  the  names  we  would  proceed  to  investigate  them ;  proceeded  to  investigate 
tbem  at  once  upon  getting  them. 

Q.  State  the  results  of  those  investigations. — A.  We  investigated  the  foUowine 
oam«:  Wash  Harper,  residence  1731  Hicks  street.  He  could  not  be  found ;  we  went 
to  that  number. 

,  Q.  Did  yon  inquire  of  the  residents? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  went  there  and  made  inquir* 
ie*  of  the  neighbors,  and  found  that  he  did  not  live  there;  am  positive  of  it.  £d. 
I^niiams,  residence  1621  Twiggs  street.  He  could  not  be  found;  Henry  Williams 
Jived  there.  Johnnie  Brown,  residence  532  Charles  street.  No  such  person  or  num- 
W  to  be  found ;  no  such  man  or  number.    Frank  Green,  residence  &&!  Ellis- — 
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(Conntel  for  eontcstee  olijecta  to  the  witness  umng  a  memorandmii  to  reftmh  his 
memory,  becMue  it  is  admitted  that  it  was  not  made  by  himself,  bnt  by  another 
party,  aod  ia  not  his  own.  Witness  states  that  the  memorandum  w  s  written  in  his 
presence,  and  that  he  r«ui  it  and  signed  it  at  the  time.) 

(Referring  Ut  Frank  Green.)  Fonnd  that  he  was  not  over  17  years  of  ase. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  on  this  investigation,  beoanse  the 
matter  was  read  aloud  before  the  witness  testified  to  it. ) 

Walter  Hemngton,  residence  15  Ellis  street.  No  such  person  can  be  fonnd.  No. 
15  KUis  street  is  occupied  by  an  old  white  lady  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Murray. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  reeeiTed 
from  others  by  him,  the  same  being  hearsay,  irrelevent,  and  illegal.) 

John  Beal,  residence  515  Broad  street.     He  could  not  be  fonnd. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  obiects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  received  by 
him  from  others,  the  same  being  hearsav,  irrelevent,  and  illegal.) 

Oeorge  Jackson,  residence  Stinsons  alley.  No  such  person  lives  there.  Inquired 
of  the  neighbors. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  received  by 
him  from  others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  irrelevent,  and  illegal.) 

Joe  Jenkins,  residence  922  Talcott  street.  No  such  person  lives  there.  Wan  told 
so  by  the  residents. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  obiects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  received  by 
him  from  others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  irrelevent,  and  illegal.) 

Willie  H.  Gripum,  residence  1401  Jones  street.  His  home  is  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Got  this  from  wnat  I  was  told.    This  is  what  I  was  told  by  the  people  in  the  honae. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  facts  that  be  does 
not  know  of  his  own  knowledge,  where  he  admits  them  to  be  mere  information  that 
he  received  by  inquiry  of  other  parties  who  stated  them  to  him  as  facts.) 

They  said  be  worked  at  Langley,  S.  C,  and  came  there  sometimes.  Came  here 
from  Charleston  three  months  .ago,  and  went  f^om  here  to  Langley.  Charlie  Mope, 
age,  21 ;  residence,  between  Walker  and  Fenwick  streets,  on  Twiggs;  could  not  find 
anyone  by  that  name.  George  Mnrray,  age,  21;  residence,  8  Rauroad  avenue;  he 
could  not  be  fonnd. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  received  by 
him  from  others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  irrelevent,  and  illegal.) 

Charlie  Mallory,  age,  21;  residence,  Railroad  avenue,  no  nnmber;  could  not  be 
found.  Oscar  Hill,  a<;e,  21 ;  residence,  Railroad  avenue ;  could  not  be  found.  Clar- 
ence Cruse,  age,  21;  residence,  722  Grwinnett  street;  could  not  be  fonnd.  Frank 
Thomas,  residence,  517  Ellis  street;  no  such  person  conld  be  found  living  there. 
Dave  Harris,  age,  21;  residence,  113  Ellis  street;  no  such  person  lives  there.  Charlie 
Mitchell,  age,  21;  renideuce,  15  Ellis  street;  no  one  lives  there  by  that  name.  Wil- 
liam Thomas,  age,  21 ;  residence,  2  East  Boundary ;  vacant  house ;  no  one  lived  there 
in  three  weeks;  could  not  find  anyone  by  that  name;  1  do  not  know  any  more  than 
I  have  written  here,  and  I  have  told  that.  William  Nobles,  between  Green  and  East 
Bonndary,  next  door  to  28 ;  his  wife  told  me  that  they  came  here 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  attempting  to  testify,  as  of  his  own 
knowledge,  to  facts  which  he  admits  were  told  to  him  by  the  wife  of  the  party  he  was 
trying  to  find,  not  knowing  that  it  was  his  wife  or  that  they  were  true  or  not.) 
from  Sonth  Carolina  about  three  months  ago.  Samnel  Johnson,  a^e  21,  residence  19 
Reynolds  street.  There  is  no  such  number  on  the  street.  Tony  Mixon,  age  21,  resi- 
dence 220  Telfair  street.    No  such  party  lives  there.    We  were  told  so. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  furnished 
to  him  by  others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  irrelevant,  and  illegal.) 

Sam  Harris,  age  22,  residence  251  Walker  street.  No  such  number  on  the  street  to 
be  found.  John  Brown,  age  21,  residence  616  Hale  street.  His  mother  says  he  was 
just 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  attempting  to  testify,  as  of  his  own 
knowledge,  to  facts  that  were  communicated  to  him  by  another,  the  same  being 
hearsay  of  plain  character,  and  inadmissible  of  his  own  knowledge.) 
18  years  of  age.    Sidney  Johnson,  age  22,  residence  19  Reynolds  street.    No  such 
number. 

Robert  Smith,  age  21,  residence  16  Center  street.  His  wife  said  he  is  over  29  years 
old. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  attempting  to  testify,  as  of  his  own 
knowledge,  to  facts  he  admits  to  have  been  told  to  him  by  others,  such  evidence  being 
hearsay  of  the  most  flagrant  and  indifferent  character.) 

Lindsey  Jacobs,  residence  Robersons  alley.  No  such  person  lives  in  the  alley. 
Jake  Williams,  residence  960  Center  street.  No  such  number.  Nathan  Whitehead, 
age  21,  residence  412  Hale  street.    Parties  living  here  say  he 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  this  witness  continuing  to  state,  as  of  his  own 
knowledge,  fkots  that  came  firom  others,  this  character  of  evidence  being  hearsay 

^d  illegal.) 
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Of  eoQTMy  I  do  not  know  that  they  live  there  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  they 
told  me  80.  They  said  be  is  aboat  17  years  old.  He  lived  aronnd  there.  Gus  Kirbjr. 
age  22,  residence  620  Hale  street.  Gus  Kirby's  wife^  I  suppose  it  is  his  wife,  she  tola 
me  so 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  continuing  to  testify  to  what  third 
parties  have  told  him  as  facts  as  of  his  own  knowledge,  in  this  instance  the  witness 
attempting  from  information  that  supposed  wife  of  the  voter  gave  him  during  his 
investtgatlon,  for  evidence,  the  same  being  hearsay,  irrelevant,  and  illegal.) 
(hat  he  IB  a  car  coupler  that  lives  at  620  Hale  street ;  he  works  at  the  chemical  works. 
bo  not  know  whether  he  is  a  legal  or  illegal  voter.  Fred  Baker,  age  22,  residence 
1010  Twiggs  street.  No  snob  number  or  man  to  be  found.  Willie  Williams,  age  21, 
midence  §37  Second  avenne.  Found  him  at  the  number.  His  wife  said  she  knew 
that  he  was  not  over  20  years  of  age. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  continuing  to  state  hearsay  evidence 
as  of  his  own  knowledge,  tne  same  being  irrelevant  and  illegal.) 

John  Curry,  age  22 ;  residence,  827  Mcintosh  street.  Beccy  Loyd  and  Elizabeth 
Green  live  at  827  Mcintosh  street  and  they  say  tLey  don't  know  any  man  by  that 
name. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  continuing  to  state  as  facts  informa- 
tion he  received  from  others,  as  knowledge  of  his  own,  for  evidence,  the  same  being 
hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

James  Walker,  age  22;  residence,  1440  Summer  street.  No  snch  number  to  be 
foood.  Tom  Simmons,  age  22;  residence,  921  Gwinnett  street.  Susan  Grant  and 
Eliza  Wiley  live  there,  and  they  say  no  one  by  that  name. 

^Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  what  Susan  Grant  and 
EliEs  Wiley  told  him  for  evidence,  the  same  being  hearsay,  irrelevant,  and  illegal.) 

George  Samuels,  age,  21;  residence,  corner  of  Dngas  and  Carrie  streets.  Jack  Col- 
lier says  Sam  lives  in  South  Carolina. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  at  such  evidence  being  attempted  by  the  witness, 
the  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

Daniel  Smith,  age,  21 ;  residence,  three  or  lour  doors  below  Center  on  Broad  street. 
His  mother  says  he  was  born  three  months  before  the  Hamburg  riot. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  against  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  of  this 
character,  same  being  hearsay,  illegal  and  irrelevaut,  and  unreliable.) 

John  Williams;  age,  21;  residence,  433  Bay  street.  No  snch  person  or  number  on 
the  street.  George  Clarke,  age  21,  Horse  Shoe  alley,  between  Center  and  Washing- 
ton. Fannie  Jones  and  Henrv  Harrison  say  they  know  no  one  living  there  by  the 
name.    I  found  them  in  the  alley. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  received  from 
others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  illegal,  and  irrelevant.) 

Jessie  Bruce,  age  21;  residence,  3  Ellis  street.  Isaiah  Johnson  runs  a  barber  shop 
at  this  number.    He  says  no  one  by  this  name  works  or  lives  there  by  that  name. 

(Coun8«*l  for  contestee  objects  tothe  witness  stating  what  Isaiah  Johnson  told  him, 
the  same  being  hearsay,  illegal,  unreliable,  and  otherwise  improper.) 

Henry  Summers,  age  21;  residence,  332  Walker  street.  He  said  he  came  from 
Charleston  three  mouths  ago.  He  said  it  himself,  and  signed  his  own  name.  1  only 
know  that  he  said  it.    He  signed  a  certificate  to  it  as  true.    Horace  Mays,  age  40, 21 

Green  street.    His  wife  said 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  attempting  to  testify  to  what  the  wife 
of  the  voter  said,  there  being  no  evidence,  in  the  tirst  place,  that  the  woman  was  his 
wife,  or  that  the  voter  was  present  when  the  statement  was  made,  and  for  the  higher 
reason  that  such  evidence  is  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

they  came  from  South  Carolina  last  November,  1894.  Robert  Hubbard,  age  21 ;  resi- 
dence, comer  of  £llis  street  and  Lovells  lane.  Lovells  lane  is  about  1  mile  from 
Ellis  street.  Can't  find  anyone  by  that  name.  John  Williams,  age  21 ;  residence,  811 
Walker  street.  Edwards  Hackman  lives  there,  and  his  wife  says  there  is  no  such 
person  there  by  that  name. 

( Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  told 
him,  such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

Andrew  Mason,  age  22;  residence,  25  McCartan  street.  John  Simpkins  lives  at 
this  number.  Lewis  Widner,  age  21 :  residence,  1272  Reynolds  street.  No  snch  num- 
ber or  person  to  be  found.  Levi  Hill,  residence,  426  Marbury  street.  No  such  party 
there.  Hugh  Donglass  lives  at  426  Marbury  street.  They  told  me  this  at  the  house. 
(Connael  for  contestee  obiects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  received  by 
him  from  others,  the  same  oeing  hearsay,  irrelevant,  and  illegal.) 

William  Russell,  residence  1(^1  Talcott  street.  No  such  person  or  number  to  be 
found.  £.  H.  Maokay,  age  21,  residence  1119  Telfair  street.  Isom  Stuart  lives  there, 
sad  he  says  he  does  not  know  any  one  by  that  name. 

(Conosel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  continuing  to  testify  to  evidence 
plainly  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 
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Bobert  Wolf,  affe  22,  residence  833  Walker  street.  Isom  Welboorn  occupies  833 
Walker  street.  Tbere  is  no  such  person  living  there.  That  is  what  Welboorn  told 
me. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  continuing  to  state  evidence  that  is 
plainly  hearsay,  illegal,  and  irrelevant.) 

Bobert  Brown,  age  23,  residence  927  Harper  street.  No  sach  nnmber  or  person  to 
be  found.  Ed  Hill,  residence  1816  Railroad  avenue,  age  21.  No  such  person  or  nnm- 
ber to  be  found.  Walker  Kome,  a^e  21,  residence  1516  Railroad  avenue.  No  such 
number  or  person  to  be  found.  William  8uiitli,  age  21,  residence  1561  Railroad  avfr> 
nue.  A  vacant  house;  nobody  living  in  tbe  house  at  all.  John  Harris,  age  21,  resi- 
.dence  1461  Tuttle  street.  No  sucsh  number  or  person  to  be  found.  Henry  Bowman, 
residence  1470  Gwinnett  street.    Emile  Wright  lives  there,  and  she  says 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  tbe  witness  testifying  to  information  received  by 
him  from  others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  illegal,  and  improper.) 
she  don't  know  of  anyone  by  that  name.    Jake  Killaugh,  residence  comer  of  Sixth  and 
Fenwick  streets.    Sallie  .lones,  who  lives  in  the  same  yard 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  this  witness  testifying  to  information  received 
from  an  unknown  woman,  tbe  same  being  plain,  unreliable  hearsay,  and  illegal.) 
says  Jake  came  from  Charleston  about  two  weeks  ago.    I  never  asked  her  how  long 
she  had  lived  there.     William  Elliot,  age  23,  residence  corner  of  Sixth  and  Fenwick 
streets.     Rosanna  Collier 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  c<mtinning  to  give  evidence  based 
upon  information  Irom  third  parties,  such  inforntation  being  illegal,  and  unreliable, 
and  hearsay.) 

Bays  tbere  is  a  boy  boarding  with  her  by  the  name  of  William,  who  came  here  with 
Jake  Killaugh  about  two  weeks  ago.  She  did  not  know  his  other  name.  Jim  Allen, 
age  27,  residence  on  Cumming  between  Calhoun  and  Barnes  streets  Mariah  Hollo- 
way  says  he  is  in 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifytntr  to  information  received  by 
him  from  third  parties,  tbe  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  left  here  about  a  week  ago.  Tom  Heath,  age  21,  residence 
corner  of  Ninth  and  Calhoun  streets.  There  is  no  such  pernon  living  there.  Made 
inquiries  at  Murray's  butcher  shop  and  at  Meehau's  store.  There  are  no  colored  peo- 
ple living  on  either  comer. 

(Counsul  for  contestee  objects  to  the  character  of  the  evidence  as  being  hearsay, 
unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

Henry  McTier,  age  21;  residence,  1221  Barnes  street.  There  is  nosnch  nnmber  on 
the  street.  John  Henry,  age  21;  residence,  1670  Railroad  avenue.  No  snch  nnmber 
or  person  on  the  street  to  be  found,  diaries  Shaw,  age  21 ;  residence,  1312  Tuttle 
street.  No  snch  number  or  person  to  be  found.  Frank  Johnson,  age  21;  residence, 
1314  Gwinnett  street     Harriet  Houston  lives  at  the  number,  and  she  says 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  giving  evidence  based  upon  informa- 
tion received  from  others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 
she  did  not  know  anyone  by  tbat  name.  Dave  Jones,  age  21;  residence,  1115 
Gwinnett  street.  There  is  no  one  living  at  1115  Gwinnett  street,  .lohu  Henry,  age 
21;  residence,  922  Gwinnett  street.  Henry  Broadnax  lives  at  922  Gwinnett  street, 
and  don't  know  anyone  by  the  name. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  giving  evidence  based  on  information 
received  from  others,  on  the  ground  tbat  it  is  illegal  and  hearsay.) 

Tom  Kvans,  age  21 ;  residence,  1428  Twiggs  street.  Jim  Banks  lives  at  this  num- 
ber. I  do  not  know  this  of  my  own  knowledge.  Was  told  that  Evans  did  not  live 
there,  and  the  information  is  that  Banks  did. 

((.'ounsel  for  contestee  objects  to  tbe  witness  testifying  to  as  facts  information 
received  from  others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  illegal,  and  irrelevant.) 

Willie  Myers,  age  22;  residence,  4  Wasbington  street.  Laura  Freeman  lives 
there,  and  says  she  does  not  know  any  such  party  by  the  name. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  tbe  witness  testifying  to  facts,  the  same  having 
been  given  from  third  parties,  the  same  being  hearsay  and  illegal.) 

Henry  Smith,  age  21;  residence  14  East  Boundary.  No  sucb  number  or  person  to 
be  found.  Charles  Gaunt,  age  22;  residence,  344  Fenwick  street.  There  is  no  such 
number.  It  would  be  about  the  middle  of  May  Park.  There  are  no  residents  in 
May  Park  that  I  know  of.  There  are  no  residences  in  May  Park.  John  Williams, 
age  22;  residence,  415  Walker  street.  No  such  number  to  be  found.  G.  W.  Thomas, 
residence,  456  Telfair  street.  Mrs.  Croley  lives  at  456,  and  says  she  has  no  negroes 
in  her  yard. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  received  fh>m 
third  parties,  the  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

Bonnie  Johnson,  uge  21;  residence,  801  Second  avenue.  No  such  number  or  person 
to  be  found.  Jack  Adams,  age  21;  residence,  911  Third  avenae.  His  mother 
says 
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(CoqdmI  for  coDteAtee  objects. to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  receiTed 
from  third  pArties,  the  same  being  hearsay  and  unreliable. ) 

Diana  Adams— don't  know  of  my  own  knowlidge  that  she  is  his  mother.  She  lives 
at  911  Third  ayeuiie;  says  that  Jack  Adams  does  not  live  there,  and  that  he  is  but 
20  years  of  age.  Gas  Alien,  residence.  1950  Marbary  street.  I  now  come  to  what 
his  mother  says.    I  do  not  know  that  she  was  his  mother.    She  said  so. 

{Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information  received  from  a  woman  that  witness  admits  he  does  not  know  to  be  the 
mother  of  the  voter,  the  same  being  hearsay,  illegal,  and  unreliable. ) 
Said  he  will  be  18  years  old  on  the  last  of  October,  1895.  Jim  Wilkinson,  ase  21 ; 
residence,  1834  Twiffgs  street.  No  such  number  or  person  to  be  found.  Joseph 
Berry,  ase  21:  residence,  240  ]<lorenee  street.  No  such  number  or  person  to  lie 
found.  Moae  Williams,  ase  21 ;  residence,  1415  Mills  street.  No  such  number  to  be 
foand.  Robert  Hill,  residence,  418  Broad  street.  A.  J.  Winters,  white,  lives  heroi 
•nd  his  wife  said  no  such  party  lived  there;  that  die  did  not  know  anyone  by  the 
name. 

(Connael  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  received  by 
him  from  third  parties,  such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Art  bar  Makie,  age  21,  residence  comer  of  Broad  and  Center  streets.  No  such 
party  livea  there.  Kobert  Smith,  age  21,  residence  16  Center  street.  Indiana  Qreen, 
the  woman  he  lives  with,  told  me  that  he  was  29  years  of  age.    She  told  me  this. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  attempting  to  give  as  evidence  informa- 
tion reeeived  Arom  third  parties,  such  evidence  being  objectionable  on  the  ground 
tbst  it  is  hearsay,  loose,  unreliable,  and  illegal  aud  unworthy  of  belief.) 

Reoben  Easley,  age  21,  residence  5  Twiggs  street.  No  such  number  or  person  to  be 
foond.  Peter  Read,  age21,  residence  127  Marbury  street.  Reuben  Burdiz  says  there 
ifl  DO  one  living  there  by  the  name  of  Peter  Read. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  eyideuce  based  upon 
information  received  from  others,  such  evidence  being  objectionable,  as  hearsay,  loosoi 
iBreliable,  and  illegal. ) 

Frank  Kpps,  age  21,  residence  1353  Ellis  street.  Wash  Bntler  lives  there,  and  his 
daoghter,  Bessie  BntJer,  says  no  one  by  that  name  livoM  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  continuing  to  give  evidence  based  on 
information  and  received  from  others,  such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose, 
and  illegal.) 

W.  H.  Walker,  residence  1209  Market  street.  Miles  Hammond  lives  at  this  number 
aad  says  that  no  one  lives  there  by  that  name. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  tlie  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infer* 
nation  received  from  others,  same  being  hearsay,  loose,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

John  H.  Epps,  age  21,  residence  1007  Walker  street.  No  such  number  to  be  found. 
Nelson  Benton,  age  21,  residence  1203  Tenth  street.  O.  K.  Found  him  all  right.  His 
Sffe,  etc.,  were  all  right.  Will  Hughes,  age  21,  resiaence  14  Tenth  street.  Derry  Law, 
white,  lives  there  at  14  Tenth  street.  Will  Hughes  does  not  stay  there.  That  was 
tiie  information  that  I  got  there. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  received 
from  others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  illegal,  and  unreliable.) 

John  Mathews,  residence  22  Tenth  street,  between  Second  and  Third  a%'ennes. 
Mr.  Swas  rans  a  srore  about  the  middle  of  the  block  between  Second  and  Third 
avennea  and  said  that  Will  Hughes  does  not  live  on  this  block. 

(Connael  for  contestee  objeotstothe  witness  testifying  to  information  received  from 
others,  the  same  being  hearsay,  nnreliabie.  and  illegal.) 

0.  W.  Goodyear:  age,  22 :  residence,  507  Tenth  street.  Owens  Hodgers  lived  at  507 
Tenth  street  and  knows  of  no  such  man.    He  told  me  this. 

(Coansel  for  contestee  obfects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  upon 
information  fh>m  third  parties,  such  evidence  being  hearsay,  loose,  illegal,  and  unre- 
liable.) 

John  Mitchell ;  age,  21 ;  residence,  1245  Ellis  street.  Fonnd  him  all  right.  George 
Swann ;  age,  22 ;  residence,  1351  Ellis  street.  Sarah  Bennett  lives  here.  She  says 
•he  knows  of  no  party 

(Connael  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  from  third 
ponies,  such  evidence  being  hearsay,  loose,  illegal,  and  unreliable.) 
knows  of  no  such  man. 

Ben  Howard;  age,  23;  residence,  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  street.  Ben 
Hovard  can't  be  fonnd.  Jim  Bowles;  age,  21;  residence,  1422  Ellis  street.  No  such 
BSfflber;  1410  is  the  last  number  on  this  block.  Sanders  Dallas;  age,  22;  residence, 
1339  Ellis  street.  Pat  Walsh's  stable  occupies  the  place  of  1339  Ellis  street,  so  there 
i«  no  each  number  as  this.  They  told  me  tnat  it  was  Mr.  Walsh's  stable,  and  I  found 
it  a  stable. 

(Connael  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  stating  evidence  received  from  others, 
tke  «me  being  hearsay,  illegal,  loose,  and  unreliable. ) 
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Jim  Lindsay;  age,  21;  residence,  1215  Ellis  street.    Lizzie  Bamett  says  sh 

(Connsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  from  evidence  based 

on  information  received  ftom  third  parties,  the  same  being  objectionable  on  the 

f round  of  hearsay,  illegal,  nnreliable,  and  improper.) 
he  says  that  Jim  Lindsey  does  not  live  there.    She  lived  at  1215  Ellis;  I  do  not 
know  this  of  my  own  knowledge;  she  told  me.    I  found  her  there. 

(The  witness  here  stated  that  what  he  was  stating  was  written  by  himself,  in  his 
own  hand,  commencing  with  the  name  of  Ben  Howard ;  and  that  previously  the 
memorandum  was  that  of  Mr.  Mizon,  he  being  present  at  the  time  that  it  waa  made, 
and  signing  it  at  the  time.) 

Riley  Epps  j  age,  22 ;  residence,  1363  Ellis  street.    Riley  Epps  says  he  is  24  years  of 

;e.    He  registered  at  22.    Charles  Williams ;  age,  21 ;  residence,  1259  Ellis  street. 

ary  Glenn  lived  here  and  she  knows  of  no  such  person  as  Charlie  Williams. 

J  Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  continuing  to  give  evidence  based  on 
ormation  received  from  third  parties,  the  same  being  objectionable,  it  being  hear- 
say, unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal. ) 

Cap  Benson;  age,  22;  residence,  1135  Ellis  street.  Rosa  Talbert  lived  at  the  nnm* 
ber,  and  says  that  she  knows  of  no  one  by  that  name. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation ftrom  third  party,  such  evidence  being  objectionable  as  hearsay,  loose,  and 
unreliable.  > 

Willie  Keith;  age, 21;  residence,  1356  Ellis  street.  Found  him  all  right.  John 
Jackson ;  age,  21 ;  residence,  1326  Ellis  street.  Mrs.  Mulligan  lives  at  1326,  and  she 
says  she  lives  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation received  from  third  parties,  the  same  being  objectionable  as  hearsay,  illegal, 
loose,  and  illegal.) 

There  are  no  colored  men  living  there.  John  Henry  Grey ;  age.  21 ;  residence, 
1222  Ellis  street.  Mr.  Mulherin  lives  at  the  number,  and  he  said  ne  does  not  live 
there  or  work  for  him.  Fred  Tankersley:  age,  22;  residence,  1367  Ellis  street.  Mrs. 
Blunt  lives  there,  and  no  colored  people  live 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  continuing  to  testify  to  eyidence 
based  on  information,  it  being  objectionable,  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,and  illegal.) 
on  the  place.  Ed  Dudley,  age,  21 ;  residence,  1221  Ellis  street.  Mrs.  Lyeth  fives 
at  1221  and  no  snch  person  works  or  lives  there.  That^s  the  information  I  got  from 
ti^ere ;  the  people  found  at  the  house  told  me. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  giving  evidence  based  on  information 
from  third  parties,  the  same  being  hearsay,  illegal,  and  unreliable.) 

Frank  Glenn;  age,  21;  residence,  1257  Ellis  street.  Saw  his  wife,  and  she  said 
Frank's  age  was  not  21,  but 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  said  evidence  because  said  evidence  is  not  only 
hearsay,  but  is  inadmissible  on  the  ground  that  a  wife  can  not  be  heard  to  testify  ajgainst 
tiie  husband,  the  proceeding  luvolving  him  criminally  for  violation  of  the  criminal 
laws  of  the  State;  therefore,  this  evidence  is  inadmissible;  and  further,  on  the  ground 
of  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

she  said  he  was  27  years  old.    Will  Terry ;  age,  21 ;  residence,  1210  Ellis  street. 
Charity  Parker,  who  we  found  there,  says  she  does  not 

J^Connsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
brm.itiou  from  third  parties,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 
live  in  her  yard.    That's  all  that  I  have  on  my  memorandum.     Henry  Hampton ;  age, 
22 ;  residence,  1363^  Ellis  street.    Lew  Simms  lives  at  this  number,  and  says  no  one 
lives  there  by  the  name  of  Henry  Hamptcm. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Joseph  Alexander;  age,  21;  residence,  1245  Ellis  street.  Lucy  Hunt  lives  there, 
and  she  says  no  such  man  lives  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

(The  witness  here  stated  that  the  names  that  he  has  been  referring  to  were  written 
by  others,  but  that  the  information  or  notes  underneath  were  written  by  himself.) 

Henry  Mack ;  age,  21 ;  residence,  1213  Ellis  street.  Lizzie  Bamett,  who  we  found 
there,  says  no  such  party  lives  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information  received  from  third  parties,  said  evidence  being  objectionable  on  the 
ground  of  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal. ) 

R.  C.  Pennelel;  age,  21 ;  residence,  1210  Ellis  street.  No  such  man  lives  there; 
the  neighbors  said  he  was  not  a  resident. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Henry  Hampton ;  age,  22 ;  residence,  1363^  Ellis  street.  Luui  Smith  lives  here^ 
and  knows  no  such  man  as  living  there.     That  is  what  I  was  told  by  the  residents. 
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(Coaoael  for  coniestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information  receiyed 
from  third  parties,  said  testimony  being  hearsay,  illegal,  unreliable,  and  improper.^ 

Reaben  Watts,  residence  1356  Ellis  street.  Monk  Williams  lived  at  1335,  anql 
knows  of  no  such  party  as  Reuben  Watts. 

(Coansei  for  the  eontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  snoh  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Owen  Gaines,  aj^e  31,  residence  1122  £llis  street.  This  number  would  be  in  th» 
Tabernacle  churchyard,  so  there  is  no  such  number  as  1122.  David  Oreen,  age  21. 
residence  1246  Oreen  street.  There  is  no  such  person  in  this  community.  I  learned 
this  from  the  information  that  I  could  get.    I  inquired  at  the  number. 

(Counsel  for  the  eontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  same  beins  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal. ) 

Charlen  Harris,  age  21,  residence  1358  Green  street;  vacant  lot  and  no  residence* 
there.  Sam  T.  Scott,  age  21,  residence  1141  Green  street;  no  such  number;  1137  is- 
the  highest  number  on  Uiis  block.  John  Scott,  age  21,  residence  1246  Oreen  street; 
no  such  number  and  no  such  person  in  the  community,  according  to  my  inforniHtion. 
Got  my  information  from  the  neighbors  on  either  side.  That  was  what  I  have  don» 
in  every  case  that  I  have  testified  to. 

(Counsel  for  eontestee  protests  against  this  witness  giving  evidence  based  on  infop- 
mstion  from  third  parties,  unknown  to  himself,  such  evidence  being  hearsay,  illegal^ 
loose,  and  unreliable.) 

J.  U.  Parker,  a^e  22,  residence  1246  Green  street.  Found  him  all  right.  George- 
Wiley,  age  23,  residence  1246  Green  street;  no  such  person  known  in  the  community* 
That  is  the  information  that  I  got. 

(Counsel  for  eontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor»> 
BstioD  from  third  parties,  such  evidence  l)eing  highly  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Richard  Diggs,  age  22,  residence  between  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  streets,  on  Greei» 
street;  no  such  person  to  be  found.  John  Perry,  age  21,  residence  1229  Green  street; 
DO  such  number  on  the  block.  Qnincy  Hall,  age  22,  residence  1332  Green  street* 
Hn.  Lnchon  lives  at  this  number  and  she  knows  of  no  such  man  as  Quincy  Hall. 

(Counsel  for  eontestee  objects  again  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
mformation  received  from  third  parties,  such  evidence  being  nearsay,  illegal,  unre* 
liable,  and  improper.) 

The  hour  for  uljoumment  having  arrived,  a  recess  was  taken  until  Friday,  January* 
3,  at  10  a.  m.,  Mr.  Montgomery  still  on  the  stand,  and  giving  his  direct  testimony. 

Court-House,  January  S,  1896. 

Taking  of  testimony  resumed  at  10  a.  m. 

Appearing  for  the  eontestee,  C.  Henry  Cohen,  esq. ;  appearing  for  the  contestant^ 
B.  M.  Gross,  esq. 

G.  W.  MONTGOMERY  on  the  stand,  continuation  of  the  direct  testimony : 

Henry  Dove,  age  21 ;  residence  1246  Oreen  street.    No  such  person  by  the  name  of 
Henry  Dove.    Inquired  of  the  neighbors  and  the  people  in  the  house  and  they  told 
me  that  they  did  not  know  him. 

(Counsel  for  eontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose  and  illegal.) 

Marion  Lockett,  age  21,  residence  1244  Green  street.  We  found  him  all  right* 
Walter  Monroe,  age  21,  residence  1281  Green  street.  No  such  number  as  1281;  1268- 
is  the  last  number  on  the  block.  Willie  IVAntignac,  1236  Oreen  street,  age  21.  All 
the  names  that  we  investigi^ted  were  supposed  to  be  negroes.  Mary  D'Antignaa 
lives  at  this  number.  No  such  party  as  Will  D'Antignac  lives  at  the  number.  I  got 
ny  information  from  this  woman  Mary.    1  found  her  at  the  house. 

(Counsel  for  eontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  oiv 
infonnation,  such  evidence  bein^  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Bishop  Commings,  age  21,  residence  1222  Green  street.  No  such  number  on  thia 
block.  There  is  a  1220  and  a  1224,  but  no  1222.  Dave  Brooks,  age  24,  residenc<^  1347 
Gneu  street.  Reverend  Jackson  lives  at  1347  Oreen  street,  and  he  says  he  knowa 
of  no  such  man  as  Dave  Brooks. 

(Counsel  for  eontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
iA£Brmation,  such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

£og«ne  Washington,  age  22,  residence  1426  Green  street.  No  snch  number  as  142S- 
OQ  that  block.  Will  Washington,  age  21,  residence  1236  Green  street.  Randall  Wood 
lives  at  1236,  and  no  other  man  lives  there,  the  people  in  the  house  told  me.  When^ 
^e  vent  tu  a  house  sometimes  a  woman  would  tell  us  who  lived  there,  and  some- 
times a  man.  Can  not  recollect  who  said  this ;  it  was  the  people  in  the  house.  Some- 
tiaies  they  were  men  and  sometimes  women. 

(Coossel  for  eontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information;  the  same- 
beiag  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 
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Henry  Zackrey,  age  21,  residence  1259  Green  street.  Mrs.  Yonderlet  lives  at  12^, 
And  she  has  no  colored  man  living  there.    She  said  so. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  same  being  hearsay,  illegal,  loose,  and  unreliable.) 

John  Lewis,  age  21,  residence  1246  Qreen  street.  Willie  Reynolds  lives  at  1246, 
and  she  knows  of  no  such  man  as  John  Lewis. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
.mation,  the  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Bishop  Crumbley;  age  21;  residence  1222  Qreen  street.  Can  not  find  any  such 
number  or  man  by  that  name.  I  went  to  the  place.  Henry  Evans;  age  22;  red- 
.dence  1216  Telfair  street.  Lucy  Tant  lives  at  1216,  and  she  says  Henry  Evans  does 
not  live  there.    She  does  not  know  him. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Joseph  Smith;  age  21;  residence  1213  Ellis  street.  After  a  enrefnl  inventigatioii 
.oould  find  no  such  man.  Got  the  information  from  the  people  on  either  side.  The 
neighbors  say  no  such  man  lives  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

John  Mahoney ;  age  22 ;  residence  1225  Telfair  street.  1225  is  where  1223  should  be. 
This  is  where  Sallie  Maddox  lives.  We  inquired  of  tlie.  neighbom.  We  made  dili- 
gent search.  In  each  one  of  th.ese  cases  we  made  particular  investigations,  to  the 
.best  of  our  abilitv.  We  investigated  every  houne  on  our  list.  From  the  informa- 
tion from  the  neighbors  he  did  not  live  there.  Got  this  from  the  people  in  that  boose 
.And  the  neighbors  on  the  sides. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Robert  W.  Ford;  a|^e23;  residence  1233  Telfair  street.  Found  him  all  right.  Will 
Thomas;  age  21;  residence  1^3  Telfair  street.  Sallie  Maddox  lives  where  1223 
should  be,  and  she  knows  of  no  such  person. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
.mation,  such  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

John  Perry ;  age  21 ;  residence  1216  Telfair  street.  Lucy  Tant  lives  at  1216,  and 
0he  is  sister  of  John  Perry,  and  says  he  is  35  years  old. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  object-s  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  loose,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

Lawrence  Johnson ;  age  21;  residence  1125  Telfair  street.    Found  him  all  right. 
Jim  Johnson;  uge  21;  residence  1214  Telfair  street.    He  worked  on  the  gang  two 
^ears  ago,  and  was  a  grown  man  then.    I  got  this  information  from  the  neighbors. 
'     (Couusel  for  contCKtee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Henry  Van  van;  age  21 ;  residence  1245  Telfair  street.  No  sucn  number  on  Telfair 
as  1245.  Will  Buggs;  age  21;  residence  1406  Telfair.  Telfair  has  no  such  number. 
Bailie  Williams;  age  21;  residence  three  doors  from  Marbury,  on  Telfair.  Nosach 
person  to  be  found  on  inquiries  of  the  neighbors.    So  we  did  with  all  others. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witiiCHS  tefltlfying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, such  evidence  being  hearsay,  nnreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

John  Slocnm;  age  21;  residence  1223  Telfair  street.  Sallie  Maddox  lives  where 
.1223  should  be,  and  she  knows  of  no  such  person  by  that  name. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

E.  H.  Mackie,  age  21,  residence  1119  Telfair  street.  Isom  Stuart  lives  at  1119. 
They  know  of  no  such  man  as  E.  H.  Mackie.  The  people  there  told  me;  those  who 
live  in  the  house.    They  know  of  no  such  man. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, the  same  being  hearsay,  loose,  illegal,  and  unreliable.) 

Robert  Wilson,  age  21,  residence  1210  Telfair  street.  Mr^.  Simms  lives  at  1210, 
And  she  knows  of  no  such  man  as  Robert  Wilson. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

John  Mahoney,  age  23,  residence  1233  Telfair.  Rose  Butler  lives  at  1233,  and  she 
•does  not  know  of  anyone  by  the  name  of  John  Mahoney.    Told  me  so. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Dave  Summerall,  age  21,  residence  1235  Telfair  street.  We  found  him  all  right  as 
registered.  William  Smith,  age  22,  residence  1222  Telfair  street.  No  such  number 
or  person  to  be  found.  Arthor  Smith  age  21,  residence  1229  Telfair  street.  Mra. 
Hafer  lives  at  1229»  and  she  says  she  knows  of  no  such  man  as  Athor  Smith. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, such  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 
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John  Williams,  aj^  21,  residence  comer  of  Tenth  and  Second  avenues.  Jackson 
L«wi»  and  Abner  Kin;;  say  they  know  no  such  person. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information^  such  being 
hearsay,  illegal,  loose,  and  nnreliable.) 

Tbos.  Yonng,  age  23,  between  Tenth  and  Dngas,  on  Hopkins.  Found  him  all  right. 
John  M.  Haws,  age  21,  residence  1443  Tenth  street.  Jackson  Lewis  lives  there  at 
1413  Tenth  street,  and  they  know  no  man  by  the  name  of  J.  Haws. 

(Counsel  for  coutestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
matioQ,  such  evidence  being  hearsay,  nnreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Henry  D.  Williams,  age  21,  residence  817  Tenth  street.  No  such  number  or  person 
to  be  found.  William  Butler,  age  21,  residence  1203  Tenth  street.  We  found  him 
0.  K.  He  was  there  and  properly  registered  William  Dunn,  age  21,  residence 
Dear  the  Orphan  Asylum  on  Estes  street.  Could  not  be  found.  Robert  Elder,  age 
23,  residence  1346  Estes  street.  Found  him  all  right.  Russel  J.  Kitt,  age  21,  reu- 
dence  1438  Eetea  street.  He  lives  there,  but  he  is  about  40  years  of  age.  Of  course, 
1  got  this  by  information  at  the  house. 

(Coonsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infox- 
niatioD,  same  being  hearsay,  illegal,  loose,  and  unreliable.) 

Sam  BatrSk  age  21,  residence  9Si  Estes  street.  Inhere  is  no  such  nnmber.  If  I  had 
fonnd  the  man  I  would  say  so.  John  East<m,  age  22,  residence  comer  Sharps  alley 
tod  Pioqneta  avenue.  Fonnd  this  man  all  right.  John  Brooks,  age  21,  residence 
ICOI  Picquete  avenue.  No  such  number  as  1001  on  Picqnets  avenue.  Chas.  King, 
age  21,  residence  22  Wrights  avenue,  between  Walton  Way  and  Hicks  street.  No 
«nch  person  or  nnmber  to  be  fonnd.    I  inquired  there  for  the  number  and  the  man. 

(Connsel  for  contesfte  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  t<»  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  nnreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Willie  Sinkfleld ;  age,  21 ;  residence  1 123  Sharps  alley.  No  such  person  or  number  to 
b«  fonnd  in  Sharps  alley.  John  Cane;  age,  no  age  given;  resiaence,  Higgs  alley, 
between  Eighth  and  Ninth  streets.  We  found  Higgs  alley,  but  no  street.  We  could 
not  Hnd  the  voter.  No  roan  lived  in  the  alley  by  that  name — that's  what  the 
neiKhbors  told  me. 

<  Coonsel  f«ir  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  nnreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Alex  Lockey;  age,  22;  residence,  14  C'ritz  alley.  Fonnd  him  all  O.  K.  Chas.  Gil- 
mer; age,  21 ;  residence,  27  Critz  alley.  Lizzie  Williams  lives  at  27  Crite  alley,  and 
ssTi  she  knows  no  one  by  the  name  of  Charlie  Gilmer. 

•  Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Aaron  Hall:  age,  24;  residence,  comer  of  Miller  andCiitz  alley.  Fonnd  him  all 
O.K.  Floyd  Tntt;  age, 22;  residence,  Cnrters  alley.  No  such  man  in  Carters  alley 
by  tlie  name  of  Floyd  Tntt.  This  is  infoi-nintion  we  received  at  the  neighborhooa 
of  the  people  in  the  alley. 

(Cnnnsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  hear- 
aay,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Henry  Jenkins;  age,  21;   residi-nce,  1020  (iwinnett  ntreet.    Josephine  Harrison 
lives  at  1021,  and  she  says  she  knows  of  no  man  by  the  name  of  Henry  Jenkins. 
•  (Coonsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidenoe  based  on  infor- 
mation, snch  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Allen  Johnson ;  tige,  21;  residence,  1421  Gwinnett  street.  Oliver  Shoemake  lives 
at  1421,  and  Allen  Johnson  does  not  live  there.  This  is  the  information  that  I 
weeived  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
natiou,  same  being  hearsay,  nnreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Paal  Wallace;  age,  21;  residence,  1468  Gwinnett  street.  Joe  Bugg  lives  at  1468, 
ttd  Panl  Wallace  does  not  live  there.  The  neighbors  living  there  told  me — the  peo- 
ple t^ere ;  might  have  been  the  people  in  that  house. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  uineliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Simon  Walker;  age,  22;  residence,  1210  Gwinnett  street.  1210  is  a  vacant  lot. 
Kolody  lives  there.    Henderson  Key ;  age,  21 ;  residence,  comer  Gwinnett  street  and 

Fine  street.    Josephine  and  others  say  that  they  know  no  such  man.    They  were 
people  that  I  met  there.    They  said  he  does  not  live  there. 

'Coonsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, aanie  l>eing  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

Richard  Williams,  age  22;  roMidence  1442  Gwinnet  street;  no  such  number  on  the 
*trMt.  E.  B.  Butler,  age  21;  residence  1372  Gwinnett  street;  it  says  he  registered 
s*21,bat  his  age  is  2l6;  was  told  he  would  have  to  register  as  21,  as  he  had  been  here 
Wt  a  short  while.  Eddie  Williams,  uge  21 ;  residence  corner  of  Gwinnett  and 
•Tvelilb  streets;  Oibbs  Howard  lives  on  the  corner  and  he  knows  no  such  man. 

Coansel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  Infor- 
■BatioD,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 
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Lester  Stewart,  age  21 ;  residence  comer  of  Gwinnett  and  Pine  streets ;  there  is 
two  dwelling  honses  on  the  comer  of  Gwinnett  and  Pine  streets.  The  people  there 
say  no  one  by  the  name  of  Lester  Stewart  lives  there. 

(Counsel  for  coutestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  nnreliable,  loose,  and  il'legHl.) 

Stephen  Harris,  nge  21;  residence  1425  Gwinnett  street;  can't  find  Stephen  Hartifl; 
Charles  Thomas  says  he  does  not  know  any  man  on  this  street  by  the  name;  be 
lives  there  on  the  street;  I  know  that  Thomas  lives  there  of  my  own  knowledge. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  loose,  nnreliable,  and  illegal.) 

John  Tnrner,  age  22;  residence  1214  Gwinnett  Ktreet;  Mr.  J.  D.  Kelly  lives  at  1214 
and  no  colored  people  live  there  at  all;  he  said  this. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

Dennis  Kli,  age  28;  residence  1130  Gwinnett  street;  we  found  him   all  right. 
Alexander  Jones,  age  2i3;  residence  1124  Gwinnett  street;  found  him  all  O.  K. ;  AmoB 
-Lockhart,  age  22;  residence  1248  Gwinnett  street;  Ed.  Lockhart  lives  at  this  number 
and  the  people  say  that  Amos  does  not  live  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Richard  Laney,  age  21;  residence  1437  Gwinnett  street;  Gns  Mays  lives  at  this 
number  and  says  Richard  Laney  does  not  live  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Eiyan  Stephens,  age  21;  residence  1317  Gwinnett  street ;  this  number  is  on  a 
vacant  lot.  Willie  Johnson,  age  21;  residence  near  Marbnry  on  Gwinnett  street; 
Gns  Hayward  says  he  knows  of  no  man  by  the  name  in  that  community  by  his  own 
knowledge;  found  him  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Willie  Hunt,  age  21 ;  residence  1240  Gwinnett  street ;  this  is  a  vacant  house;  no  one 
had  lived  at  the  number  in  six  months;  the  parties  living  in  the  next  house  told  me 
this. 

-    (Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  baaed  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  nnreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Robert  Peters,  age  21;  residence  1235  Gwinnett  street;  this  number  is  a  vacant 
lot  and  no  one  lives  on  it.  Peter  Russell,  age  22;  residence  1227  Gwinnett  street; 
the  Lamar  Hospital  covers  1227,  so  there  is  no  such  number;  1  would  swear  that 
there  is  no  such  number;  there  is  one  house.  Scott  Mosely,  age  21;  residence  1318 
Gwinnett  street;  John  Johnson  occupies  this  house  and  said  he  did  not  know  any 
one  by  the  name  of  Scott  Mosely. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
iniormation,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

William  Jones,  age  21 ;  residence  1126  Gwinnett  street.  Mrs.  Corbett  lives  at  1126 
and  knows  no  person  by  the  name  of  William  Jones  living  there;  I  got  the  informa- 
tion at  the  house. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Geo.  Chinn,  age  23;  residence  1016  Gwinnett  street;  there  is  no  number  1016  on 
this  block;  can  not  find  anyone  by  that  name.  Griff  Evans,  age  21;  residence  1018 
Gwinnett  street;  Elizabeth  Lamkins  lives  at  this  number,  and  she  says  she  knows 
of  no  man  by  the  name  of  Griff  Evans. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  nnreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Peter  Anderson,  age  22;  residence  1423  Gwinnett  street;  Anna  Knight  lives  at  this 
number,  and  she  says  she  knows  of  no  such  man  as  above. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  nnreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Chas.  Turner,  age  22;  residence  on  Gwinnett  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth 
streets;  can't  find  Chas.  Turner  on  this  block.  Sam  Johnson,  age  23;  residence  1315 
Gwinnett  street;  Lovey  Scott  lives  hero  and  Sam  Johnson  does  not;  know  this  from 
those  who  were  there;  I  got  my  information  from  the  people  who  live  there,  who 
told  me. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Ferrell  Thnrman,  age  23;  residence  1390  Gwinnett  street;  Lizzie  Coleman  lives  at 
this  number,  and  the  man  Ferrell  Thurman  does  not;  information  ^om  the  people 
there, 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  nnreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 
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Geom  RiehArdson,  mge  42;  resideooe  1307  Gwinnett  street;  this  number  is  a 
TicADt lot;  nobody  lives  there.  George  Henry  Madison,  age  21;  residence  on  Gwin- 
nett street  opposite  the  Lucy  Laney  School ;  can't  find  Madison  anywhere  near  the 
echool;  askea  of  the  neighbors  and  could  not  find  him ;  I  believe  I  would  have  found 
him  if  there;  I  do  not  recollect  who  I  asked;  I  do  not  recollect  who  I  got  my  infor- 
mation from. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mstion,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Frsnk  Benson,  age  21;  residence  1248  Gwinnett  street;  Ed  Lockhart  and  Henry 
Lee  lire  at  this  number,  and  Frank  Benson  does  not  live  here;  that  is  the  informa- 
tion that  I  ffot  there ;  it  was  the  best  information  that  I  could  aet. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  tcstifving  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Bicbard  Lane,  a^  21;  residence  1437  Gwinnett  street;  Gus  Mays  lives  at  this 
number,  and  his  wife  said  she  knows  no  such  party. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifjring  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Jobn  Sinkfield,  age  22;  residence  1241  Gwinnett  street;  his  mother  says  he  is  28 
veant  old. 

(CooDsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
i&ibrmation,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Robert  Tomkins,  age  21;  residence  1469  Gwinnett  street;  he  does  not  live  here; 
Betty  Dorsey  lives  at  this  number;  this  is  the  information  that  I  got  at  the  house 
from  the  people  there  at  this  residence ;  if  she  had  not  told  me  I  would  not  have 
known  her  name. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Eli  Moore,  age  21 ;  residence  1312  G%vinnett  street;  Harkley  Chandler  lives  at  this 
numb  r,  and  no  such  person  as  Eli  Moore,  is  the  information  that  1  got  there  from 
the  residenta. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

William  Thompson,  age  22;  residence  1113  Gwinnett  street;  Alfred  Miller  lives  at 
this  number,  and  says  no  one  by  the  name  lives  at  the  number. 

t Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  said  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Watson  Davis^  a^e  22;  residence  1439  Gwinnett  street:  we  found  him  O.  K.  Scott 
Moeely,  age  21 ;  residence  1318  Gwinnett  street;  John  Jotinson  lives  at  1818  Gwinnett 
•treet;  the  information  was  that  Scott  Mosely  does  not  live  there;  someone  told 
me;  I  went  to  the  nnmber  uiid  received  the  inlormation. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

James  Elmore,  affe21;  residence  comer  of  Gwinnett  street  and  Eleventh  street; 
Biney  Tomer  says  sne  knows  of  no  such  party  in  the  community  by  the  name ;  she  lives 
there.  Lewis  Coleman,  age  21;  residence  1286  Gwinnett  street;  number  is  a  vacant 
lot;  nobody  lived  there.  Gus  Dunn,  age  21;  Gwinnett,  near  the  Georgia  Railroad; 
ve  found  Dennis  Dunn,  but  no  Gus  Dunn.  Geo.  Thomas,  age  21 ;  residence  comer  of 
Rollock  and  Gwinnett;  Fannie  Jones  says  she  has  lived  here  a  long  time,  and  she 
says  she  knows  no  one  by  that  name. 

(Counsel  for  conteHtee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  said  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Henry  James,  a^e  21 ;  resilience  1241  Gwinnett  street;  Nervie  Sinkiield  and  Mattie 
Holmes  live  at  1241,  and  they  said  such  a  man  as  Henry  James  does  not;  that  is  the 
^t  that  I  conld  get  there;  I  went  there  and  failed  to  find  him. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  said  testimony  bein^  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

James  Henry  Mays,  age  22;  residence  1437  Gwinnett  street;  James  Henry  Mays  is 
21,  according  to  the  information  that  I  got,  and  is  in  Atlanta,  so  his  mother  says. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on 
information,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

WiUiam  H.  Horton,  age  23;  residence  1010  Gwinnett;  there  is  no  1010,  but  a  1008 
snd  1014 ;  I  looked  for  him  there,  and  there  was  no  resident  there.  Jim  Scott,  age 
22;  residence  1215 Gwinnett  street;  Zemmie  Ivey  lives  there;  by  the  information  that 
I  K^t,  Jim  Scott  does  not  live  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  the  evidence  based  on 
information,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Phillip  Bowman,  age  23 ;  residence  Gwinnett  street  and  Georgia  Railroad ;  no  such 
person  to  be  found;  we  made  iuijuiries  and  we  could  not  find  him;  I  judged  the 
^dress  to  mean  the  railroad  crossing  and  Gwinnett  street.  Geo.  Gumming,  age  21 ; 
neidence  1226  Gwinnett  street ;  Mr.  Chandler  lives  at  1226,  and  the  information  is 
that  no  colored  man  lives  there  at  all. 
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(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  eyidence  based  on  Infer- 
xnation^  same  being  hearsay ,  nnreliablOy  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Joe  Mavs,  age  21 ;  residence  1487  Gwinnett  street;  Gns  Mays's  wife  says  she  knowa 
of  no  sncn  party. 

(Connsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

John  Brown,  age  21 ;  residence  1006  Gwinnett  street:  no  such  number  as  1006;  Gns 
Ganes  lives  at  1008,  and  he  said  he  knows  no  man  by  tne  name  of  John  Brown. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose^  and  illegal.) 

Frank  Johnson,  age  21;  residence  1354  Gwinnett  street;  no  such  number  on  the 
street.  Mose  Sutton,  age  22 ;  residence  1344  Gwinnett  street ;  Dave  Hutchinson  lived 
at  1344,  and  the  information  that  I  got  is  that  Mose  Sutton  does  not  live  there. 

(Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Dave  Jones,  age  21 ;  residence  1115  Gwinnett  street;  1 115  is  a  vacant  lot,  no  house, 
and  no  one  lives  there.  John  H.  Scott,  age  23;  residence  1215  Gwinnett  street;  Zem- 
mie  Avery  lives  there,  and  she  says  he  does  not  live  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, said  testimony  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Esaw  Mims,  age  21 ;  residence  1443  Gwinnett  street;  U.  G.  Briton  lives  at  1443,  and 
the  information  got  there  is  that  no  such  man  lives  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, said  evidence  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Jasper  Bussey,  age  21;  residence  1396  Gwinnett  street;  Mr.  Steadly  lives  at  1396, 
and  he  says  Jasper  Bussey  does  not  live  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

John  Johnson,  age  22;  residence  1530  Fifteenth  street;  no  such  number  as  this  on 
the  street:  1  went  there  in  person;  1  went  and  looked  for  the  number  and  found  no 
such  numoer.  Charlie  Simmons,  age  22:  residence  1022  Fifteenth  street;  no  such 
number  on  Fifteenth  street  on  this  blocl&.  Stephens  Williams,  age  21;  residence 
1020  Fifteenth  street;  no  such  number  on  Fifteenth  street.  Henry  Williams,  age  22; 
residence  1404  Fifteenth  street ;  on  inquiry,  we  found  no  such  person  at  1404  Fifteenth 
street.  Paul  Scott,  age  21;  residence  338  Third  avenue;  no  such  number  as  338  on 
Third  avenue.  Jack  Adams,  age  22;  residence  911  Third  avenue;  Dave  Adams  lives 
at  911,  and  information  received  there  is  that  Jack  Adams  does  not. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Tom  Simmons,  age  21;  residence  939  Third  avenue ;  we  found  him  O.  K.  John 
Wav,  age  22,  residence  813  Third  avenue;  found  him  O.  K.  John  Way,  age  22;  we 
coula  not  find  only  one  John  Way  at  813  Third  avenue;  we  have  him  registered 
twice.  George  W.  Lott,  age  23,  residence  834  Third  avenue ;  no  such  number  as  834. 
Henry  Williams,  age  21,  residence  205  Third  avenue:  no  such  number  as  205  on  the 
avenue.  Robert  Roundtree,  age  25,  residence  937  Tnird  avenue;  Louise  Elzy  lives 
at  937,  and  the  information  got  there  is  that  Robert  Roundtree  does  not. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Lewis  Stalling,  age  22,  residence  1011  Third  avenue;  we  found  him  O.  K.  Sol 
Durham,  age  21,  residence  801  Third  avenue;  no  such  number.  £.  T.  Williams,  age 
21,  residence  913  First  avenue ;  Martha  and  Son  Horton  live  at  this  number,  and  my 
information  that  I  got  is  that  Williams  does  not. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Anderson  Williams,  age  21,  residence  865  First  avenue ;  Anderson  Williams's  mother 
says  he  is  only  18  years  of  age;  just  found  this  out  there;  she  told  me  she  was  his 
mother. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Lee  Andrew  McBride,  age  22,  residence  834  First  avenue;  Martha  Gardner  lives 
at  834,  and  information  is  that  no  such  man  as  this  lives  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Nathan  Evens,  age  21,  residence  918  First  avenue ;  Adeline  Wadkins  lived  at  918,  and 
Lizzie  Boyd  says  no  such  man  lives  there  by  that  name  at  all.  Henry  Willis,  age  21, 
residence  913  First  avenue ;  "  No  one  lives  here  but  myself  and  mother,"  so  signed  Son- 
nie  Horton  in  my  presence. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

D.  F.  Williams,  age  21,  residence  913  First  avenue.    Son  Horton  and  mother  live 
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here  and  no  one  else  doeA,  is  ivhat  Son  Horton  told  me.  Richard  Evans,  ajc:e  21,  resi- 
dence 915  First  avenue;  his  mother — she  said  she  was  his  mother — says  he  is  about  20 
yean  old;  found  her  living  there. 

(Counsel  for  conU'stee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Thomas  H.  Houston,  age  22,  residence  926  Second  avenue;  no  such  number;  I 
did  not,  conld  not  find  it  by  inquiry.  Robert  Gardner,  age  22,  residence  834  First 
ftTenne;  no  such  number  on  that  avenue.  Jim  Banks,  a^e  21,  residence  811  Second 
ftTenne;  found  him  all  O.  K.  Willie  Coles,  age  21.  residence  839  Second  avenue  r 
Amelia  Morris  lives  at  the  number,  and  the  information  is  of  the  residents  there  that 
Wilbe  Coles  does  not. 

(Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

R.  £.  Williams,  aee  not  given,  19  Second  avenue:  no  such  number;  went  there 
and  looked  for  it.  John  Simmons,  age  21.  residence  Park  avenue,  between  Tenth  and* 
Eleventh  streets;  Park  avenue  stops  at  Picquets  avenue.  James  Pheonix,  age  21, 
naidence  424  Henry  street;  there  is  only  one  house  that  numbers  on  Henry  street, 
aod  that  is  81 ;  Adeline  ana  Ida  Cook  live  here,  and  they  say  no  man  by  the  name 
of  James  Pheonix  lives  here. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
Bation,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Henry  McTier,  age  21,  residence  1221  Barnes  street;  941  is  the  last  number  on 
Barnes  street.  Oeorge  Warren,  age  21,  residence  Gaines's  wagon  yard ;  that  is  the 
address  that  I  have  got,  on  Broad  street ;  Mr.  Gaines  says  he  knows  a  man  in  Lincoln 
Connty  by  that  name,  but  no  one  in  the  city. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  information, 
same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

John  Ramsey,  age  22,  residence  1236  Broad  street ;  Mrs.  Spivey  says  she  has  known 
John  Ramsey  for  twelve  years,  and  he  was  a  grown  man  wnen  she  first  knew  him. 

(Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.)  ' 

William  Dunn,  age  21,  residence  1263  Broad  street;  no  such  party  lives  at  1263; 
Kot  my  information  frum  Mr.  Kearsey,  who  lives  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  and  illegal.) 

George  Richards,  age  21,  residence  back  yard  of  Mrs.  Spivey;  Mrs.  Spivey  saya 
that  no  man  lives  in  her  back  yard  by  that  name. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information,  same  being 
hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  Illegal.) 

Joe  Griffin,  no  age  given,  residence  1200  Broad  street;  no  such  number  on  Broad 
Ed.  Heard,  age  21,  residence  1266  Broad  street;  Mrs.  Sarah  Minton,  at  1266  Broad 
itreet,  says  no  colored  people  live  there  at  all. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  beinff  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

£d.  Heard,  ase  22,  residence  1266  Broad  street ;  registered  twiee  on  this  list :  I  do 
not  know  that  Be  registered  twice;  Dr.  Spence  lives  at  1266  Broad  street,  ana  says 
that  Ed.  Heard  does  not. 

(Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
iBation,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Son  Cnsh,  age  21,  residence.  Silver  Block.  A  woman  claiming  to  be  his  mother 
cayn  he  is  23  years  old.  His  proper  name  is  Willie  Carter,  and  that  he  has  a  family  of 
h'lB  own  up  town. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  evidence  given  by  the  witness,  based  from 
information  received  £rom  third  parties,  said  evidence  being  objectionable,  not  only 
M hearsay,  but  unreliable,  loose,  irrelevent,  and  illegal.) 

Henry  Davis,  age  21,  residence  1457  Broad  street.  Vacant  house.  No  one  lived 
there  at  the  time  of  this  investigation.  My  recollection  can't  serve  me,  but  if  I  had 
foond  him  I  would  have  made  a  note  of  it.  Ephram  Deal,  age  21,  residence  1410 
Broad;  found  him  all  O.  K.  J.  J.  Carter,  age  21,  residence  Silver  Block,  Broad 
street.  Information  got  there  is  that  he  is  the  brother  of  Son  Cush.  His  mother 
nyt  he  is  21  years  old.  Hinse  Wood,  age  21,  residence  1363  Broad  street,  in  the 
the  back  yard.  George  Lynch  lives  at  1363.  No  colored  man  lives  there  f  That  is 
Broad  street.  I  am  referring  to  the  back  yard  of  Mr.  George  Lynch,  Broad  street. 
1  do  not  know  what  back  yard  the  list  refers  to,  but  supposed  it  to  be  Broad.  Wil- 
ham  Edwards,  age  21,  residence  1222  Broad  street.  Mr.  Harrison  says  no  one  lives 
inhiayard  by  that  name.  I  suppose  that  Mr.  Harrison  lives  there.  I  found  him 
there  and  apparently  in  possession  of  the  premises.  He  said  one  man  Hved  there 
ahont  50  years  old. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifving  to  evidenee  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreUable,  loose, and  illegal.) 
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Samuel  Anderson,  age  21,  residence  1231  Broad  street.  Mrs.  Davis  Uvea  at  the 
number,  and  she  says  no  colored  man  lives  here  at  all.  That  is  the  information  that 
I  got. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Bill  Williams,  renidence  1457  Broad  street.  It  was  a  vacant  house ;  no  one  lives 
there.  Bartley  Freeman,  age  21,  residence  1220  Broad  street.  Mr.  Harrison  and 
others  say  there  is  an  old  man  about  50  years  old,  who  sleeps  there  sometimes,  by 
that  name ;  this  man  registered  as  21. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Gornett  Kead,  age  28,  residence  1460  Broad  street.  Mn.  Annie  Hill  lives  at  the 
number,  and  she  says  no  colored  person  lives  here. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Willie  Hunt,  age  21,  residence  1461  Broad  street.  Mrs.  S.  N.  Young  lives  at  this 
number,  and  she  says  no  sach  person  lives  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifyinff  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  illegal,  loose,  and  unreliable.) 

Willie  Mathews,  age  23,  residence  1256  Broad  street.  He  moved  to  Atlanta  about 
three  weeks  before  the  investigation.  Got  this  information  from  Mr.  Raney,  whom 
he  worked  for. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

The  hour  for  same  having  arrived,  a  recess  was  taken  until  Saturday,  January  4, 
1896,  at  10  a.  m.,  Mr.  Montgomery  still  on  the  stand  and  engaged  in  giving  his  direct 
testimony. 

CouRT-HouSE,  Janwarff  4, 1896, 
Taking  of  testimony  began  at  10  a.  m. 

Appears  for  the  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  appears  for  the  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar, 
esq.,  and  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

G.  W.  MONT(K)M£RY  ou  the  stand  and  contiuuation  of  the  direct  testimony : 

Henry  Berrien,  age  21,  residence  1241  Broad  street.  On  careful  investigation  find 
no  such  number.  Charles  Epps,  age  21,  residence  1461  Broad  street.  No  colored 
people  at  this  number.    Mary  Williams  gives  this  information. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Tuny  McKinnie,  age  22,  residence  corner  of  Fifteenth  and  Broad  streets.  After 
careful  investigation  found  no  such  person. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor> 
mation,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Willie  Green,  age  21,  residence  1113  Broad  street.  Claranoe  Hutchins  runs  a  restau- 
rant here,  and  he  says  no  such  person  lives  here  and  that  he  knows  no  one  by  the 
name. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifving  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Willie  Reynold,  age  21,  residence  1218  Reynolds  street.  Works  at  1218  and  says 
he  was  only  18  years  of  age.  He  says  he  has  not  registered.  Maud  Williams  lives 
here.  Monroe  Jones,  age  21,  residence  1163  Reynolds  street.  Cap  Taylor  says  no 
such  person  lives  at  this  number.  1  found  him  there  and  that's  the  information  I  got 
there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  information,  same  being 
hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Jim  Davis,  age  21,  resiueuce  Silver  Block  or  row,  on  Jones  and  Reynolds.  Infor- 
mation got  there  is  that  no  such  man  to  be  found. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

King  Moss,  age  22,  residence  1122  Reynolds  street.  No  such  number  as  1122.  John 
Mixon,  age  23,  residence  1471  Reynolds  street.  No  John  Mizon  at  this  number. 
Mary  Carey  gives  us  this  information.    I  found  her  living  there. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Issaac  Evans,  aj|;e  21,  residence  1229  Reynolds  street.  No  such  number  as  1229  on 
that  street.  Willie  HoUaway,  age  21,  residence  1414  Reynolds  street.  Found  that 
he  was  O.  K.  Got  our  information  from  the  neighbors.  Robert  Brown,  age  21,  resi- 
dence 1472  Reynolds  street.  No  such  number  as  this  on  Reynolds  street.  Thos. 
Hardin,  age  21,  1472  Reynolds  street.  No  such  number  on  Reynolds  street.  Went 
there  and  looked  and  found  no  snch  number.    Tom  Smith,  age  21,  residence  1315 
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BaTnoldB  titreet.  Found  two  hoaaes  with  the  namher.  Chas.  DonelMS  livos  in  pne 
tnd  Sophift  WaJlace  in  the  other.    They  know  no  each  person  bv  the  name. 

(Coanael  for  conteetee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  eyiaence  based  on  infor- 
mstion,  same  being  hearsay,  nnreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Oliver  Sweet,  age  23,  residence  1105  Reynolds  street.  Mrs.  Swiney  lives  at  1105 
sod  she  says  no  colored  person  lives  in  her  yard. 

(Coansel  for  coniestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infer- 
mstion,  same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Tom  Anderson,  age  21,  residence  1121  Reynolds  street.  John  Grant  lives  at  the 
namber  and  no  snen  person  as  Tom  Anderson  on  the  place. 

(Coansel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Jim  Setter,  ase  &,  residence  1135  Reynolds  street.  1135  would  be  in  the  Springfield 
ehurohyard.  ISo  house  in  the  yard,  neither  residence.  John  Wright,  age  42,  resi- 
dence 1114  Reynolds  street.  Found  him  all  right.  Joseph  Reid,  age  22,  residence 
1313  Reynolds  street.  Martha  Martin  says  she  knows  of  no  such  person  as  Joseph 
Bsid. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

Q.  How  many  days  did  you  investigate  f — A.  I  think,  to  the  best  of  my  recoUeo- 
tioD,  twenty  days. 

Q.  Did  you  five  a  thorough  and  conscientious  investigation  to  these  400  names  on 
the  listf — ^A.  i  tried  to  give  a  thorough  and  close  examination  of  every  one. 

Q.  Where  yon  have  stated  that  no  snch  numbers  existed  at  which  parties  regis- 
texed.  do  you  know  this  from  actnal  observation  f— A.  I  looked  close.  1  went  and 
looked  for  it,  and  looked  for  it  diligently. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  a  thorough  and  conscientioas  search  for  the  parties  f — A.  Yes, 
nr. 

Q.  And  the  facts  as  stated  here  are  the  results  of  those  investigations  f — A.  Tes, 
sir;  that's  what  I  found:  that's  the  information  that  I  have  got. 

Q.  Some  of  these  nnmoers  you  found  at  impossible  pluces  and  at  impossible  num- 
bers, where  there  were  no  buildings  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  found  some  of  these  numbers  in  parks,  churchyards,  stables,  and  vacant 
konses,  did  yonf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  election? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

<j.  How  long  were  you  there  and  at  what  wardf — A.  Fourth  Ward. 

(j.  How  long  did  yoa  remain  there? — ^A.  Hour;  there  in  the  morning  and  saw  the 
Toting  there. 

Q.  Were  there  very  many  voting  at  this  poll? — A.  A  good  many  people  there  and 
s  good  deal  of  voting. 

<^.  What  evidence  of  repeating  did  you  see  there? 

(Coansel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  evidence  based  on  infor- 
mation, same  being  hearsay,  unreliable,  loose,  and  illegal.) 

A.  Well,  as  I  went  to  state,  the  idea  is  just  this:  I  saw  men  going  and  coming  up 
to  the  polls  as  though  they  were  voting.  1  do  not  know  that  thev  were  voting.  Tney 
would  pass  out,  bt)  ffone  for  some  time,  and  then  return  and  make  the  same  rounds, 
going  op  to  the  polls  again  as  though  they  were  voting. 

(^.  Did  they  repeat  rhis? — A.  Yes,  sir.    They  were  darkies. 

Q.  Were  people  allowed  to  go  up  and  loiter  around  the  polls,  or  were  only  voters 
sUoved  op  there? — A.  I  saw  only  those  that  were  engaged  there  looking  after  it. 

(4.  Are  yoa  satisfied  from  what  you  saw  there  that  they  were  repeating? 

(Coansel  for  the  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  leading  questions  of  the 
eoQDiel  for  the  contestant,  they  being  not  accident,  but  on  purpose;  the  counsel  for 
(h« contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  ques- 
tioQSy  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that 
vitncss  must  answer  the  questions,  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  That  was  what  I  thought  they  were  doing,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  W^ere  these  parties  that  went  to  the  polls  and  came  back  and  would  then  go 
bsck  again  colored  people? — A.  lliey  were  colored  people. 

Q.  In  whoee  charge  did  they  appear  to  be? 

^Counsel  for  the  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leafling  ques- 
tion of  the  counsel  for  the  contestant,  they  not  being  accident,  but  purposely ;  the 
eonnael  for  the  contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of 
these  qaestions,  and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  ques- 
tions, and  that  the  witness  must  answer,  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  They  seemed  to  be  in  the  charge  of  the  ward  heelers. 

Q.  Now,  as  ward  heelers  yon  mean  these  gentlemen  who  electioneered  and  carried 
&e{nt>es  to  the  polls  ?^ 

j' Coansel  for  the  contefttee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leading  qnes- 

tioss  of  the  counsel  for  the  contestant,  they  not  being  accident,  but  purposely,  the 
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QoniiBel  for  eonteatant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of 
these  qaestions,  and  insisting  tliat  he  has  tlie  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  these  ques- 
tions, and  that  the  witness  mast  answer,  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  iilegality.) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

<2.  Do  yoa  know  the  political  complexion  of  these  voters f — ^A.  They  were  colored. 

Q.  I  mean  what  party  did  they  belong  tof — A.  Some  of  them  did;  I  think  so  from 
mppearanoes. 

<).  I  mean  what  political  party  did  they  belong  tof^-A.  The  Democrats. 

f}.  Were  these  gentlemen  that  you  saw  in  charge  of  the  voters  known  as  Demo- 
cratic workers  or  ward  heelers? 

(Coansel  for  tbe  contestee  objects  to  the  repeated  leading  questions  of  the  coanael 
lior  the  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  bat  on  purpose,  the  counsel  for  the 
eontestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  qaestions, 
and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  insist  on  the  qaestions,  and  tiiat  the  wiinaas 
must  answer,  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  their  illegality.) 

A,  They  were. 

Q.  Were  yon  ever  called  on  to  furnish  this  list  of  illegal  voters  to  the  regittrsrs, 
or  snmmoned  to  go  before  the  board  of  registrars  of  Kicnmond  County  to  testify?— 
A.  Well,  I  and  Mr.  Mizon  made  affidavit  on  only  a  portion.  We  made  affidavit  thai 
there  were  illegal  registrations  going  on. 

Q.  Were  you  called  in  to  the  board  and  questioned f — A.  I  can't  recollect. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  before  the  board  at  all— before  the  board  of  which  Mr.  Sallivan 
was  chairman T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ready  at  all  times  that  you  were  called  on  to  go  before  them  and 
testify  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Von  were  never  called  on,  then? — A.  No,  sir.  If  I  was  called  on  I  do  not  know 
it.    I  was  ready  to  furnish  my  information. 

CroMhoxamined  by  Mr.  Lamar,  for  the  contestee  t 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  what  are  you  engaged  in  doing  at  this  time? — A.  I  amcol- 
leotinff. 

Q.  For  who? — A.  For  different  parties — Drs.  Malone,  Blanchard,  and  others.  I 
am  obliged  to  work  to  gain  a  support.    I  was  not  able  to  work  without  pay. 

Q.  Who  paid  you? — A.  I  got  my  money  f^om  Mr.  F.  E.  Gibson,  that  runs  a  store 
at  comer  of  Marbury  and  D'Autignac. 

Q.  How  were  you  paid ;  by  the  day  ? — A.  Paid  me  by  the  day. 

Q.  How  much? — A.  Oiio  dollar,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  Engaged  aboQt 
twenty  days,  to  tbe  best  of  my  recollection. 

Q.  Mr.  Mixon  was  with  you? — A.  Mr.  Mixon  went  with  me  all  the  time. 

Q.  Who  furnished  you  with  the  list  of  names? — A.  Mr.  Dicks  and  Mr.  Potta. 
They  gave  me  some  at  the  court  hoose  here  and  some  up  on  Broad  street,  the  plaoe 
they  call  the  club. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  club  ? — A.  They  call  it  a  dubroom  is  all  that  I  know.  I  do  not 
that  they  had  any  special  name. 

Q.  Was  it  an  A.  P.  A.  clubroom? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  kind  it  was. 

Q.  Was  it  not  an  A.  P.  A.  clubroom?— A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  Never  heard  of  it 
that. 

Q.  Was  it  a  Watson  clubroom? — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  saw  a  great  many  Watson 
men  there.    I  could  not  say;  it  might  have  been. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  asked  for  and  received  the  list  or  memorandum  from  which 
the  witness  gave  his  direct  testimony.) 

Q.  Who  furnished  you  the  name  on  this  list? — A.  Mr.  Dicks  and  Mr.  Potts. 

Q.  Did  they  not  give  you  a  list  of  the  names  and  you  copied  them  into  yonr 
book? — A.  That's  my  information. 

Q.  You  haven't  got  that  list  have  you  ? — A.  Not  all  of  it.    I  have  got  some  of  them. 

(Witness  here  handed  the  conusel  for  contestee  the  lists  and  explained  that  tbe 
names  in  the  writing  pad  were  given  to  him  at  the  court*house  by  Mr.  Dicks  and 
Potts  while  the  registration  was  facing  on,  and  that  they  were  investigated  at  oneo, 
while  those  on  the  lists,  written  in  ink,  were  given  him  at  the  clubhouse  on  Broad 
street.) 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  after  you  got  the  names  and  made  a  copy,  yon  and  Mr.  Mixon 
started  out  about  what  time? — A.  Between  7  and  8  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  work? — A.  As  long  as  we  could  see. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Montgomery,  give  me  an  exact  description  of  how  you  would  go  to  a 
house  and  make  your  inquiries  and  secure  the  information  that  you  have  testified  to 
here. — A.  Well,  we  have  the  number  and  name  of  the  party  and  we  would  first  try 
amd  find  the  number,  and  if  we  could  not  find  the  number,  there  was  no  other  chance 
than  to  inquire.  We  would  ask  in  the  neighborhood.  And  we  asked  often  on  each 
aide  if  the  number  was  there. 

O.  Did  you  make  the  memorandum  at  dinner  or  at  supper  time? — ^A.  Bight  then 
and  there. 
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Q.  Who  made  the  memorAndomsf — A.  I  made  the  memorandums  on  the  lists 
mysell^  and  Mr.  Mixon  made  them  in  the  book. 

Q.  How  many  names  that  yon  have  reported  on  did  Mr.  Mixon  make  the  memoran- 
dains  about f — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  All  those  memorandums,  from  Wash  Harper  to  Ben  Howard,  about  104  names, 
wsre  made  by  Mr.  Mixonf  —  A.  Yes,  sir;  but  in  my  presence  and  I  signed  them  at 
the  time  they  were  made. 

Q.  You  eonld  not  possibly  remember  what  you  saw  and  heard  except  by  reference 
to  tbsM  notes! — A.  That  is  so  in  a  great  many  instanoes.  I  could  not  be  positlTO  in 
s  Bin^e  one,  that  I  can  recall  just  now,  without  them. 

Q,  ion  are  obliged  to  testiQr  from  the  memorandums,  are  yon  notf — A.  Of  eonrse 
it  is  impossible  to  remember  ^»r  this  long  time  all  that  I  heard  and  saw. 

Q.  Tell  me  what  you  know  about  Sam  Harris. — A.  I  do  not  attempt  to  testily  to 
some  things,  nor  to  this  name. 
Q.  Well,  about  John  Brown. — A.  I  would  not  attempt  to. 

Q.  Can  you  testify  to  any  name  without  the  memorandums  f — ^A.  Some  I  could  and 
some  I  oonld  not. 

Q.  Give  me  a  single  instance. — A.  For  instance,  the  man  that  would  faU  in  the 
May  park.    I  do  not  know  the  name  now.    I  do  not  know  his  ase. 

Q.  I  on  remember  that  you  found  him  registered  in  May  park? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  can 
not  testify  to  the  age,  name,  but  only  that  he  registered  at  a  number  that  would  be 
in  May  park. 
Q.  Anything  elsef — A.  That  one  that  fell  in  the  Springfield  churchyard. 
Q.  Anything  elsef — A.  I  do  not  recollect  just  now;  could  if  I  continued  to  think. 
Q.  Tell  me  about  Frank  Thomas. — A.  I  can  not  recollect. 

Q.  Can  Tou  testify  to  any  fact  of  your  investigations,  except  as  your  memory 
refreshed  by  the  memorandum,  or  by  its  examination  f — A.  I  can  not  call  to  mind 
now. 

Q.  After  the  list  was  investigated  by  Mr.  Mixon,  what  became  of  itf— A.  I  left  it 
with  Mr.  Mixon. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  stay  with  himf — A.  1  do  not  know;  I  never  saw  them  any 
more  till  two  or  three  days  ago. 
Q.  It  ban  not  been  in  your  possession  in  the  meantime  f — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  That  has  been  over  three  months  f — A.  Yes,  nir. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  did  you  turn  over  this  uiemorandum  to  himf — A. 
Turned  it  over  to  him  as  soon  as  we  finished.  It  is  Mr.  Mixon*s  book.  We  were 
together.  I  do  not  know  how  long  it  was  in  his  possoHsion;  it  was  two  or  three 
months;  I  do  not  recollect.  1  could  not  say  exactly.  I  think  it  has  been  over  three 
months  since  the  election. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  moves  to  exclude  and  rule  out  all  of  the  evidence  of  this 
witneHS  xelHting  to  the  104  names  testified  to  by  him,  on  the  list  furnished  by  him, 
his  testimony  on  this  investigation  beginning  with  the  name  of  Wash  Harper  and 
ending  with  Ben  Howard,  it  appearing  that  the  memorandum  was  pi-epared  by  Mr. 
Hizon,  has  been  out  of  the  possession  of  the  witness  for  more  than  three  months 
prior  to  this  investigation,  and  is  unable  to  testify  as  to  any  fact,  except  as  furnished 
by  the  memorandum,  it  appearing  that  said  nienioraudiim  was  made  by  a  person 
other  than  the  witness,  and  farther,  it  appearing  that  the  list  of  names  investigated 
were  copied  from  a  copy  furnished  to  Mr.  Mixon  and  the  witness  by  Mr.  Dicks  and 
Mr.  Potts.) 

Q.  Now  as  to  the  names  on  the  list  of  names  about  which  you  testified,  did  I 
understand  you  to  say  that  the  name  of  the  voter,  age,  and  residence  was  furnished 
yon  by  Mr.  Dicks  and  Mr.  Potts  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Personally  you  do  not  know  whether  a  single  one  on  the  list  registered  or  notf — 
A.  I  do  not  know  that  any  of  them  registered. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  of  your  own  personal  knowledge  how  old  a  single  one  was,  or 
where  he  lived f  For  instance,  do  von  know  that  Paul  Smith  registered  as  21  years 
old,  residence  338  Third  avenue  f — A.  I  could  look  on  the  list  and  tell  yon  what  was 
there  and  what  I  said  about  him. 

Q.  Of  course  yon  could,  but  could  you,  of  your  own  personal  knowledge,  say 
whether  a  man  by  the  name  of  Paul  Smith  had  registered,  or  how  old  he  was,  or 
where  he  lives  f — A.  Of  course,  all  that  I  know  is  fh>m  the  evidence  I  found  from  the 
parties  of  whom  I  inquired.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge;  I  never 
■sw  him  before  to  my  memory.  I  only  know  by  the  evidence  I  got.  I  do  not  know 
of  my  own  personal  knowledge  that  a  single  one  registered.  I  only  investigated  as 
they  were  ^iven  me. 

Q.  You  simply  ^ot  them  fVom  the  memorandum  furnished  by  Mr.  Dicks  and  Mr. 
Potts f— A.  Yes,  sir;  those  names  that  I  got  from  him  on  the  lists,  and  that's  all  I 
Ww  about  it. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  moves  to  rule  out  the  evidence  against  the  other  names  also, 
^t  sppesring  that  the  list  Aimished  by  third  parties,  and  there  being  nothing  to  show 
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that  the  facts  stated  in  the  list  so  famished  witness  were  correct,  and  the  investiga- 
tion made  by  him  being  conceded  to  be  hearsay  evidence  at  its  Inception.) 

Q.  What  time  of  the  month  did  yon  begin  these  investigations,  and  daring  what 
month? — A.  The  latter  part  of  Augnst,  or  the  1st  of  September. 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  yon  have  said  that  yon  can  not  testify  to  anything  except  a« 
famiMhed  by  the  memorandum,  as  your  memory  is  refreshed  by  itf — A.  Some  of  the 
things  I  could. 

Q.  But  even  after  refreshing  your  memory  by  looking  at  the  memorandum  do  yoa 
remember  the  circumstances  f — A.  Some  I  do. 

Q.  After  reading  the  memorandum  you  do  not  remember  a  single  thing  more  than 
the  memorandum  explains,  do  youf — A.  The  only  thing  that  I  know  is  what  is  on 
the  memorandum,  except  in  a  few  instances.  I  have  no  memory  of  the  facts  testi- 
fied to  whatever;  even  after  reading  the  memorandum  my  memory  is  not  ref^ieshed; 
I  simply  tell  what  is  on  the  memorandum. 

Q.  Wash  Harper  is  the  first  name  on  this  list.  Did  you  go  to  Wash  Harper's f  Yon 
have  him  "oan*t  be  found.'' — A.  Does  my  book  say  that?  Give  me  the  book  and  I 
will  tell  you. 

Q.  You  can't  answer  without  looking  at  the  memorandum  made  by  Mr.  MixonT— 
A.  I  want  to  see  what  I  know.    We  were  together  when  he  made  the  memorandam. 

Q.  The  memorandum  says  "can  not  be  found."  Now  will  you  tell  me  what  search 
you  made  for  him  f — A.  We  went  to  the  number — his  number  is  there,  is  it  not  f — and 
we  inquired  of  the  neighbors. 

Q.  A  little  while  ago  you  said  that  yon  knew  nothing  more  than  what  was  on  the 
memorandum f — A.  When  we  went  to  a  number,  I  do  not  know  whether  we  found 
him  or  not ;  we  inquired  for  the  parties,  and  the  parties  there  gave  us  the  informa- 
tion that  we  wrote  under  each  name. 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  you  do  not  know  that  you  went  anywhere  else  asking  for 
this  manf — A.  We  had  no  right  to  go  anywhere  else;  we  were  directed  there. 

Q.  He  might  have  lived  there  in  spite  of  what  others  told  youf — A.  Yes,  sir; 
certainly. 

Q.  You  might  have  been  mistaken  about  the  numberf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  mean  that  you  did  not  find  him  after  iuvestigationf — A.  Yes,  sir;  after 
careful  investigation. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  that  yon  conld  find  him  after  inquiry  at  the  address  given?— 
A.  He  was  not  found. 

Q.  You  do  not  mean  that  you  say  he  could  not  possibly  be  found  f — A.  Colonel,  it 
seems  that  I  do  not  understand  you. 

(Counsel  explains  to  the  witness.) 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Wash  Harper  can  not  be  fonnd  in  Augusta. 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  the  person  of  whom  you  made  your  inquiry? — A.  I  conld 
not  say ;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  colored? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  have  no  memory  on  this  point? — A.  I  do  not  recollect.  We  nsnally  made 
inquiries  of  grown  people. 

Q.  But  in  this  particular  case,  do  you  remember  whether  the  persons  yon  made 
your  inquiries  of  were  grown  people  or  children  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  people  of  whom  you  inquired? — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  Wash  Harper? — A.  Of  course  not. 

Q.  Then  it  is  possible  that  you  might  have  been  talking  to  Harper? — A.  It  is 
possible. 

Q.  £d  Williams,  residence  1621  Twiggs  street,  oonld  not  be  found.  Do  you  know 
£d  Williams? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  old  he  was? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  you  asked  about  Ed  Williams? — A.  Give  me  the  book. 

Q.  The  memorandum  says  Harry  Williams  lives  there.  Who  did  you  ask  about 
£d  Williams? — A.  I  do  not  know;  it  might  have  been  someone  else. 

Q.  The  memorandum  says  that  Harry  Williams  lives  at  1621  Twiggs  street?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  unable  to  say  that  Harry  Williams  was  at  home  at  the  time  that  you 
called? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  may  have  been  living  at  the  house  for  all  you  know? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  he  might  have  been  an  old  man  with  a  lot  of  children?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ed  Williams  could  have  been  his  son,  and  it  might  have  been  that  both  lived 
there? — A.  It  might  have  been  possible. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  any  person  f^om  whom  yon  got  your  information  in 
reference  to  Ed  Williams? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  white  or  black  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Man  or  woman? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Grown  people  or  minors? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  any  moro  than  what  is  on  this  memorandomf— A.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect. 

Q.  John  Brown,  residence  531  Charles  street;  no  such  number  or  man  to  be  found. 
When  yon  went  out  to  find  him  yon  could  not  find  the  number f — A.  No, sir;  after 
diligent  search  we  could  not  find  him. 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  numerous  portions  of  the  city  that  the 
numbers  are  wanting  on  the  houses  f — A.  Found  that  some  of  the  houses  are  not 
DQfflbered. 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  did  you  not  see  in  the  paper  some  time  ago  where  a  whole 
■qoare  on  Broad  street  was  wrongly  numbered,  and  tnat  it  necessitated  a  correction  f — 
A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  When  you  say  yon  did  not  find  532  Charles  street,  what  do  yon  meanf — A.  I 
mean  that  532  was  not  there  at  its  proper  place  on  the  500  block. 

Q.  Can  you  say  that  there  was  a  nouse  on  this  street  numbered! — A.  I  cau  not  say 
tbst  it  is  so  unless  my  memorandum  says  so. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  that  you  did  not  find  a  house  with  the  number  532  on  itf— A. 
Yfr4,sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  mean  to  say  that  any  of  the  houses  were  numbered  f — A.  No,  sir. 

(j.  Where  is  Charles  street  f— A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Are  there  not  many  who  call  this  street  an  alley,  it  being  short  and  very  nar- 
row?^ A.  I  can  not  say  as  to  that. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  short  cross  street  between  Sixth  and  Fifth  streets  f—A.  I  don't  testify 
to  anything  but  what  is  on  my  memorandum. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  whom  you  asked  on  this  street  for  John  Brown  f — A.  Of  the 
neif^hbors. 

Q.  What*  were  their  names  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  who  you  asked  f — A.  I  asked  of  the  people  that  I  found  on  the 
•treet,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  place  to  which  we  were  directed. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  colored  f — A.  Sometimes  we  inquired  of  colored  people  and 
•ometimes  of  white  people,  as  most  convenient. 

(4.  In  this  particular  case,  did  you  ask  white  or  colored  people  f — A.  I  do  not  know^ 
of  coarse. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  they  lived  on  the  street  f — A.  I  know  that  I  found  them  there. 

Q.  But  yon  do  not  know  that  they  were  actual  residents  of  the  street f — A.  No,  sir  | 
not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact,  that  in  cities,  that  frequently  a  man  does  not  know  the  people 
that  live  next  door  to  himf — A.  Sometimes  it  is  the  case. 

Q.  Frank  Green,  residence  507  Ellis  street.  Your  memorandum  says  that  you  find 
that  be  is  not  over  17  years  old.  Who  told  youf — A.  I  do  not  recollect.  Does  the 
memorandum  say  f 

Q.  The  memoraudum  does  not  say.  Does  what  you  say  that  he  lives  there  f — ^A. 
I  iQppose  that  he  lives  there. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  he  lived  there ?~A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  lives  there;  my 
jadgment  is  that  he  did  live  there. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  the  boy  f — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Did  one  of  the  family  tell  you  that  he  was  only  17  years  of  agef — A.  I  do  not 
isy  that  one  of  the  family  told  me;  it  was  the  people  at  the  hon<!e. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  the  one  that  you  say  gave  you  the  information  that  you 
wrote  on  yonr  memorandum  f — A.  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  one  that  gave  me 
the  ioformation. 

Q.  Walter  Herrington:  did  you  have  a  talk  with  the  old  white  ladyf — A.  The  lady 
talked  to  said  she  lived  there  and  gave  me  the  information. 

Q.  Did  the  lady  talk(*d  to  say  she  was  Mrs.  Murray  or  notf — A.  We  went  there 
two  times  and  asked  for  her,  and  she  came  to  the  door  and  gave  the  information 
that  I  have  given  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  was  Mrs.  Murray  that  you  were  talking  tof — A.  No,  sir; 
not  of  my  own  personal  knowledge.    She  said  she  was. 

Q.  Tellme  what  conversation  yon  had  with  her. — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  to  herf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  she  know  the  party  that  you  were  asking  forf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  douH  know  what  means  of  information  she  had  about  the  party  you  were 
s«kiiig about,  do  youf — A.  I  do  not;  I  only  know  what  she  told  me. 

Q.  John  Bell,  residence  515  Broad  street;  yonr  memorandum  says  he  can  not  be 
foaod.    That's  on  Broad  street.    Tell  me  something  that  you  did  in  this  case. — A.  I 

went  and  inquired  of  the  people  there.    I  could  not  find  him. 

Q.  Where  did  you  inquire— in  the  store? — A.  Of  course ;  we  went  to  the  front  door. 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  the  number  is  a  store,  and  I  want  to  know  if  you  can  recall  a 
tioj^le  fact  in  reference  to  John  Bellf — A.  Give  me  the  book.     [Counsel  hands  book 

of  memorandums.  1     We  went  to  515  Broad  street,  and  we  inquired  of  the  people 

there  for  John  Bell,  and  he  could  not  be  found. 
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Q.  Yoa  mean  that  yoa  did  not  find  bimf — A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  do  not  mean  that  be  could  not  be  found f— A.  Ko,  sir;  but  I  did  not  find 
bim  after  tborongb  inquiry. 

Q.  Of  wboDif^A.  Of  the  people  tbere. 

Q.  What  people? — A.  The  people  that  I  found  tbere  at  that  number. 

Q.  There  was  a  store  below  and  a  residence  above,  was  tbere  notf — A.  I  do  not 
remember. 

Q.  Is  that  not  the  usual  thing  on  BroaU  street,  in  the  business  portion  of  the  city, 
to  find  store  downstairs  and  residences  above? — A.  I  don't  recollect  of  any  bouse 
any  other  way. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  some  of  those  houses — in  a  large  number  of  those  houses, 
especially  down  by  the  site  of  the  lower  market—that  ne^oes  live  in  rooms  in  what 
would  correspond  to  the  back  yards? — A.  Some  we  found  that  way,  and  when  and 
where  we  found  them  this  way  we  went  in  the  back  yard.  We  always  did  go  in 
the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  at  515  Broad  street  you  went  to  the  store,  into  the  resi- 
dence overhead,  or  in  the  back  yard? — A.  I  can  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  name  of  a  sin^^le  person  of  whom  you  made  inquiries  for 
this  man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  mean  that  you  could  not  find  him  there? — A.  Yes,  sir;  after  a  careful 
investigation  among  the  people  tbere. 

Q.  George  Jackson,  St^nsons  alley;  no  such  person  lives  there,  is  what  your 
memorandum  says.    Where  is  this  alley? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  where  it  is  now. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  there  are  two  Stinsons  alleys? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

O.  Don't  yon  know  that  it  goes  in  at  Green  street  and  breaks  ott'  at  right  angle 
and  comes  out  on  Marbnry  street? — A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Then  you  have  no  memory  as  to  the  location  of  this  alley? — A.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect just  now  where  it  is. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  Stinsons  alley  swarms  with  colored  people? — A.  I  do  not 
recollect  where  Stinsons  alley  is,  and  co\ild  not  say. 

Q«  Is  this  alley  not  between  12th  and  13th  streets?— A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Of  whom  did  you  inquire  about  George  Jackson? — A.  The  people  that  I  found 
there. 

Q.  What  were  their  names? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  a  single  alley  during  your  work  of  investigation  in  which  yon 
did  not  find  a  Targe  number  of  bouses  sbnt  up  and  the  people  all  gone? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
some  of  tbeiu  were  that  way. 

Q,  Were  not  the  majority  as  I  have  described? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  You  are  more  or  lens  familiar  with  darkies;  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  men  are 
off  at  work  and  the  wife  out  at  service  somewhere  else,  leaving  the  house  shut 
up?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  yon  would  find  children  at  home? — A.  Sometimes  no  one 
at  all,  and  sometimes  children. 

Q.  J)id  you  not  find  children  in  charge  in  a  majority  of  the  cases? — A.  Sometimes 
children  were  in  charge. 

Q.  W^ere  not  your  inquiries  principally  answered  by  children  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  made 
the  inquiries,  as  a  rule,  of  grown  people,  as  I  knew  that  children  conld  not  give  the 
information  that  I  wanted. 

Q.  You  don't  know  tbe  names  of  those  of  whom  yon  made  inquiries  of  George 
Jackson? — A.  No.  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  this  man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Joe  Jenkins,  age  22,  residence  922  Talcott  street.  Yon  say  there  is  no  such 
person.     Where  is  this  street?— A.  It  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  Union  shed. 

Q.  Are  there  not  plenty  of  people  on  that  street,  closely  and  thickly  settled? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  whom  (lid  yon  make  inquiries  regarding  Joe  Jenkins? — A.  I  do  not 
remember. 

Q.  Give  US  the  name  of  one  of  those  of  whom  you  asked? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  make  inquiries  of  white  or  black  people? — A.  I  can't  recollect. 

Q.  Were  tbey  male  or  female? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  they  told  you,  except  what  you  have  on  the  list  that 
yon  have  here? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  those  of  whom  you  made  inquiries  knew  Joe  Jenkins  or 
not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  what  information  they  bad  of  this  man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  personal  knowledge,  that  those  of  whom  yon  got 
your  information  lived  on  that  street? — A.  No,  sir;  I  only  know  that  I  found  them 
there. 

Q.  He  might  have  been  living  there,  for  all  you  know,  and  moved  away? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  but  some  of  those  names  on  that  book  we  investigated  on  tbe  day  that  they 
registered. 


WATSON  VS.    BLACK.  199 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  they  roffistered  f — ^A.  Mr.  Potts  and  Mr.  Dicks  were  here 
in  the  office  and  took  the  names  and  gave  them  to  as,  and  we  wonld  investigate  in 
maoT  instances  on  the  same  day. 

Q.'  I  am  askinff  yon  for  what  yon  know  yourself  f->  A.  Of  coarse  I  do  not  know  of 
my  own  knowledge ;  I  was  not  in  the  office. 

Q.  Will  U.  Oripon,  1401  Jones  street.  How  do  you  know  that  he  lives  in  Charles- 
ton f— A.  I  only  know  by  what  was  told  me. 

(4.  How  do  yon  know  that  he  was  in  Langleyf — A.  Only  by  the  information  thai 
I  ?ot  there. 

<j.  Where f — At  the  honse  where  he  wss  said  to  live. 

V*  Who  gave  you  the  information? — A.  A  colored  woman. 

(^.  Yon  do  not  know  this  without  the  memoraudum  f — A.  I  could  not  recollect. 

Q.  Did  that  woman  tell  you  that  he  lived  with  h**rf — A.  No,  sir. 

(j.  Where  did  yon  make  the  memorandum  of  what  yon  were  told  by  herf — A. 
Rijcht  where  we  were  talking  with  the  woman. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  that  woman  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Where  does  she  livef — A.  I  do  not  recollect  now. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  she  knew  the  man  that  yon  were  investigatingf — A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  Charles  Mope,  age  21,  residence  between  Walker  and  Fenwick,  on  Twiggs.  Who 
did  you  in<)nire  of  about  himf  [Witness  points  to  the  memorandum  in  the  liands  of 
the  council  for  contestee  and  receives  the  same.] — A.  Of  the  people  that  I  found  there. 

^.  How  do  yon  know  that  yon  found  any  people  there f — A.  I  could  not  have 
inquired  if  I  had  not. 

().  Can  you  swear  that  you  asked  a  single  person  about  Charles  Mopef — ^A.  Yes, 
Kir;  bnt  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  those  I  asked. 

(^.  Can  yon  say  whether  it  was  a  man  or  woman  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Wliite  or  black? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Where  did  they  live? — A.  It  was  at  the  house  or  at  the  adjoining  house. 

^.  Yoo  are  positive  that  you  saw  someone? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  this  case  could  you  not  have  waited  on  the  street  and  Mr.  Mixon  entered 
the  ysnl  or  bouse  and  held  the  conversation? — A.  We  never  s«'parated. 

V.  Who  did  the  talking? — ^A.  I  did  the  talking  at  tiraea  and  sometimes  .Mr.  Mixon 
did  th«'  talking. 

Q.  Who  did  the  most  of  the  talking? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

^.  At  what  house  did  you  inquire? — A.  It  might  have  been  fhat  identical  honse 
that  we  asketl. 

i^-  Did  you  inquire  of  anywhere  else? — A.  We  inquired  of  several  houses,  but  not 
of  ail  the  houses.    When  there  waa  a  store,  we  would  go  to  it  and  ask  for  information. 

(j.  Did  you  ask  on  only  one  side  of  the  street? — A.  Sometimes  we  asked  on  both 
widest  of  the  street,  and  sometimes  only  on  one  side. 

V.  Yoo  are  sure  that  you  inquired  of  someone? — A.  Yes,  sir;  if  I  hH<l  not,  I  could 
not  have  said  that  we  could  not  find  him. 

^.  How  about  when  you  did  not  And  any  number? — A.  Well,  frequently  we  found 
there  was  no  such  number  and  we  would  inquire  of  some  honse  on  both  sides  of  the 
itreet,  bat  not  all. 

<^.  Do  you  recall  the  age  of  the  woman  of  whom  you  msule  your  inquiries? — A. 
Ko.  air. 

il'  N'or  none  of  the  conditions  of  her  surroundings? — A.  No,  sir. 

(j.  Then  you  would  not  know  her  if  you  were  to  see  her  again? — A.  No,  sir. 

iieorge  Murray,  8  Railroad  avenne.  You  have  hero  ''Can't  be  found."  Do  yon  recall 
this  withoot  the  memorandums? — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  numbers  that  they  were 
it  distinctly  and  would  not  recall  the  names  or  ages,  bnt  I  would  know  that  we 
ioTfstigated  names  on  Railroad  avenue. 

<^.  Do  yon  know  whether  you  went  to  that  number  or  not? — A.  We  always  went 
to  the  number  when  it  could  be  found. 

Q.  Do  yon  recall  what  was  said  at  this  place? — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  Do  yon  know  whether  the  people  of  whom  you  inquired  of  knew  Murray  or 
not!— A.  No,  sir:  only  by  what  they  told  me. 

^.  You  don't  know  that  they  lived  on  that  street? — A.  No,  sir;  only  that  I  found 
them  there. 

^.  Do  you  know  Murray? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  mean  that  yon  could  not  find  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(i.  Yon  do  not  mean  that  he  could  not  be  found? — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  He  might  have  lived  on  that  street? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  we  could  not  find  him. 
(i.  Charles  Mallory,  age  21,  Railroad  avenue,  ''Can't  be  found.''    What  did  yon 

do  in  the  case  of  Charlie  Mallory? — A.  We  inquired  of  diflTerent  houses  as  we  went. 
U'  How  many  did  you  ask  about  Charles  Mallory  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  how  many 

psople  we  made  inquiries  of. 
<4'  Did  yon  speak  to  six? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  know. 
V-  Do  yon  know  any  of  the  residents  along  that  street? — A.  There  are  some  stores 

there  that  I  know. 
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Q.  What  are  xheir  names  f — A.  There  is  Mr.  Beaver  and  another  store  jut  ahoTe. 
I  forget  his  name,  bnt  think  it  is  Nnnn. 

Q.  Does  the  street  go  out  beyond  this  last  placet — A.  Yes,  sir;  way  np  farther. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  colored  people  on  this  street f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  is  the  street! — A.  I  think  it  is  more  than  a  mile. 

Q.  You  made  inquires  along  itf — A.  We  made  inquires  of  seyeral  people  along  the 
street. 

Q.  Of  how  many  did  you  inquire  of  alon^  this  street  that  you  say  is  over  a  mils 
long? — A.  I  do  not  know  how  many  I  made  inquiries  of. 

Q.  Did  you  inquire  of  a  half  a  dozen  f — A.  Sometimes  we  inquired  of  more  than  a 
half  dozen. 

Q.  How  many,  in  this  instance f — A.  I  do  not  know  how  many  I  inquired  of.  The 
information  that  I  have  is  that  I  didn't  find  him. 

Q.  Oscar  Hill,  no  number  given,  age  21.  You  have  him  down  ''Can't  be  found.''— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  hunt  for  himf — A.  We  knew  the  name  and  inquired  for  him. 

Q.  Of  whom  did  you  inquire  f — A.  I  do  not  know  who  I  asked  of. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  he  actually  did  live  on  the  avenue  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  to  the  contrary,  of  your  own  knowledge f — A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Clarence  Crews,  age  21;  residence,  722  Gwinnett  street.  You  say  that  you 
oould  not  find  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  remember  the  name  of  Clarence  Crews  and  that  you  hunted  for  himf— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  whom  did  you  make  inquiries  for  Clarence  Crewsf— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  In  maklnff  these  investigations  you  started  out  with  the  idea  that  you  would 
not  find  them,  did  you  not? — A.  Not  at  first;  I  expected  to  find  them. 

Q.  You  did  not  investigate  white  names? — A.  No,  sir;  once  in  a  while  we  got  hold 
of  a  white  man's  name,  but  it  was  very,  very  few. 

Q.  Frank  Thomas,  residence  517  Ellis  street.  No  such  person  lives  there.  How  do 
you  know? — A.  That  is  the  information  we  got  ttom  the  people  there. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  1  do  not  know  who  they  were. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  they  knew  Frank  Thomas? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  tell  you? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  they  told  me.  The  informa- 
tion we  got  was  that  he  was  not  there. 

Q.  Dave  Harris,  age  21,  residence  113  Ellis  street.  Yon  say  there  is  uo  such  num- 
ber; you  don't  mean  to  say  that  there  is  no  such  space  on  the  street? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  mean  that  you  did  not  find  that  identical  number? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  might  have  been  a  vacant  space  or  a  house  that  had  uo  number  on  itf — A. 
Yes,  sir;  it  might  have  been. 

Q.  You  have  no  recollection  in  this  case? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Now,  then,  there  are  uo  other  memorandums  you  made;  no  other  inquiries  that 
you  can  recall? — A.  We  always  made  n  careful  investigation. 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  of  what  you  did  in  all  the  cases,  but  I  am  asking  about  this 
identical  case  under  discussion. — A.  I  do  not  recollect  in  this  identical  one. 

Q.  Then  you  have  no  memory  in  this  case  beyond  what  you  have  on  this  mem- 
orandum?— A.  That's  all  that  1  recollect. 

Q.  Ellis  street  is  a  very  long  street,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  city,  does  it  not;  it  extends  from  the  east  end 
of  the  city  to  tbe  extreme  western  end,  excepting  where  it  makes  breaks,  does  it 
not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  look  for  the  number  along  the  entire  street? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  found  no  such  number  where  yon  expected  to  find  it,  you  stopped?— 
A.  When  we  could  find  no  such  number,  we  put  it  down  that  way.  We  did  not  stop; 
the  number  stopped. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  was  an  unimproved  lot  or  not? — A.  I  have  for- 
gotten. 

Q.  You  mean  that  you  found  no  bouse  numbered  113,  and  stopped  your  search? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  say  tbat  he  does  not  live  on  that  street? — A.  No,  sir;  but  we  could 
not  find  him  after  careful  search. 

Q.  He  might  live  there,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  you  did  not  find  the  number? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Chas.  Mitchell,  residence  15  Ellis  street.  You  have  down  that  no  one  lives  there 
by  that  name.    Well,  now,  how  do  you  know? — A.  Because  the  people  told  me  so. 

Q.  You  mean  that  is  the  information  that  yon  got  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  lives  at  this  place? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Charlie  Mitchell's  father  lives  there? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Or  his  mother? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  people  that  furnished  you  with  the  informa- 
tion that  you  have  testified  to? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Yoa  do  not  know  that  they  knew  the  man  for  whom  yon  were  banting  f — A. 
Ko.  sir. 

Q.  The  next  name  yoa  have  here  is  William  Nobles,  residence  between  Green  and 
East  Bonndary,  next  to  2S,  and  yoa  say  that  his  wife  says  they  moved  here  ftom 
Soath  Carolina  abont  three  months  ago.  Don't  yon  know  that  there  can  be  no  house 
between  Green  and  £ast  Boundary  f— A.  I  know  there  is  such  a  place  as  28  East 
Boondary. 

(j.  Do  yoa  know  that  she  was  his  wlfef — A.  No.  sir;  only  that  she  told  me. 

Q.  Coold  yoa  say  that  she  was  the  only  woman  that  you  talked  tof — A.  No,  sir. 
Oftentimes  we  talked  to  several  at  the  same  house. 

Q.  Would  you  know  the  woman  that  claimed  to  be  his  wife  if  you  saw  her  ngnin? — 
A.  SOj  sir :  I  do  not  think  I  would. 

^.  Yon  do  not  know  Noblest — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Samuel  Johnson,  residence  19  Reynolds  street.  You  say  there  is  no  such  num- 
ber!—A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  mean  that  yon  could  not  find  such  a  number? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Reynolds  street  is  like  Ellis  street,  is  it  not — a  long  street,  extending  from  the 
eastern  to  the  western  limits  of  the  city  f — A.  It  stops  at  Hawks  Gully,  or  Fifteenth 
•traet. 

Q.  It  is  two  miles  longf — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Yoa  do  not  say  that  there  is  no  space  corresponding  to  the  number  that  could 
be  the  number  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  mean  that  you  could  not  find  the  number  19  f — A.  YeS|  sir. 

Q.  There  may  be  such  a  space  on  the  street  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  .Johnson  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Tony  Mixon,  residence  220  Telfair  street,  age  21.  You  say  there  is  no  such  party 
iiriDg  there.  How  do  you  knowf — A.  It  is  the  iuformiition  that  we  received  at  the 
plsce. 

(j.  Reeeived  where f — A.  At  the  number. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  the  information  f — A.  The  people  there. 

Q.  What  are  their  names  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

(j.  Do  you  know  that  they  lived  there  f — A.  We  found  them  there. 

Q.  But  I  ask  do  vou  know  that  they  lived  there f — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  black  f — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Men  or  women  f — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know,  then,  whether  you  spoke  to  a  woman  or  man,  white  or  black, 
youDfforoldf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Sam  Harris,  a^e  21,  residence  251  Walker.  What  do  yon  mean  when  you  say  no 
aoeh  number  to  be  found  f — A.  I  mean  that  we  found  no  such  house. 

(j.  Then  yoa  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  could  not  be  such  a  number  on  the 
•treetf— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  there  might  be  such  a  number — a  house  so  numbered f — A.  There  might  be, 
but  we  could  not  find  it.    We  could  not  And  that  number. 

<^.  Are  there  not  a  great  number  of  houses  in  the  city  that  are  not  numbered f — ^A. 
I  tiiink  there  are  a  good  many. 

Q.  Yoa  do  not  deny  that  there  might  be  such  a  number  f— A.  There  might  be. 

<j.  Johnnie  Brown,  residence  616  Hale  street.  His  mother  says  he  wus  18  years 
oWf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  that  she  was  his  mother  f — A.  Of  course  not,  only  by  what  she 
told  me. 

Q.  YoQ  do  not  know  bow  old  she  wasf — A.  No,  sir. 

<i.  Were  there  any  other  children  there? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Yon  would  n«it  recognize  her  if  yon  saw  her  again  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  darkies,  as  a  role,  do  not  know  the  ages  of  their  chil- 
<h»'nf— A.  They  do  not  at  times. 

Q.  Yoa  do  not  know  that  she  knew  the  age  of  this  boyf — A.  I  only  know  what 
thia  woman  told  me. 

Q.  Siflney  Johnson,  residence  19  Reynold  street.  You  say  there  is  no  such  num- 
ber! You  mean  the  same  as  in  the  other  name  that  registered  from  this  number? — 
A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  Robert  Smith,  age  21,  residence  16  Center  street.  Y'ou  say  his  wife  says  he  is 
29  yeara  old?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  this  woman? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  she  is  the  wife  of  Smith  ? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  She  might  not  have  been? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Lindaey  .Jacobs,  residence  Roberson*s  alley.  You  say  no  such  man  lives  in  the 
alley.    Where  is  this  alley? — A.  It  runs  hetween  Brond  and  Reynold  streets. 

Q.  Where;  np  town  or  down  town? — A.  Between  Cent-er  and  Washington  streets. 

(i.  How  do  you  know  that  he  lived  in  the  territory? — A.  The  people  living  there 
told  me  that  he  lived  in  the  territory. 
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Q.  Give  ns  the  names  of  the  people  that  told  yon  this. — A.  I  do  DOt  know  their 
names. 

Q.  Did  yoa  so  to  the  terrltorj  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not! — ^A.  We  had  no  address. 

Q.  You  mean  that  the  address  given  yon  was  too  vagne;  that  the  territory  is  an 
extensive  tract  of  laud,  containing  a  great  number  of  streets,  and  that  it  wonld  hsve 
been  practically  impossible  to  have  found  tiie  party? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Jake  Williams,  residence  960  Center  street.  You  say  there  is  no  such  number. 
What  do  yon  mean  by  that? — A.  I  simplj'  mean  that  there  was  no  such  number. 

Q.  Is  it  not  often  the  case  that  one  house  occupies  the  space  of  two? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  such  a  number  could  not  exisi? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  mean  that  you  found  no  house  with  the  number  960  on  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Nathan  Whitehead,  residence  442  Hale  street.  The  parties  living;  there  say  he 
is  about  17  years  old.    Do  you  know  the  names  of  these  parties. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  parties  livinv^  in  that  house? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  they  lived  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  acquaintance  they  had  with  Whitehead? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  the  source  of  their  Information  as  to  his  age? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  they  were  white  or  black? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Grown  or  children  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Cius  Kirby,  age  21,  residence  620  liale  street.  Do  yon  remember  who  told  yon 
he  was  of  any  agei—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  woman  his  wife? — A.  She  told  me  so.    I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  that  it  was  his  wife  or  someone  else  that  gave  yon  the  infor- 
mation?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  it  a  man  or  a  woman? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Then  your  direct  testimony  is  a  mistake? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  saying  that  in 
my  direct.  [The  memorandum  is  given  to  the  witness.]  My  memorandum  does  not 
say  anything  about  it,  and  I  do  not  recollect  what  I  said  about  Gus  Kirby. 

Q.  Then  you  are  entirely  unable  to  say  whether  he  is  21  or  22? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do 
not  say  how  old. 

Q.  Fred.  Baker,  age  22,  residence  1010  Twiggs  street.  He  is  down  here  as  no  such 
number  or  man  to  be  found.  What  do  you  mean  by  that? — A.  I  mean  that  we  did 
not  find  any  such  number. 

Q.  You  mean  that  you  did  not  find  a  house  with  that  number  on  it?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  inquire  of  as  to  Baker? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  those  of  whom  you  inquired  knew  the  man? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  they  lived  on  the  street? — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  only 
know  that  I  found  them  there. 

Q.  They  might  have  lived  somewhere  else,  so  far  as  you  know? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  he  did  not  live  there  at  one  time?—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  have,  and  moved  away,  so  far  as  you  know?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Willie  Williams,  age  21,  residence  837  Second  avenue.  You  say  that  his  wife 
said  he  was  not  over  20  years  of  age? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  she  was  his  wife?— A.  No,  sir;  only  that  she  told  me  she 
was. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  now  she  knew  his  age? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  he  was  over  21  years  of  a^ef — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  All  that  you  know  is  the  information  that  was  furnished  by  that  woman? — ^A. 
That's  all. 

Q.  Would  you  know  her  if  you  were  to  see  her  again? — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  John  Curry,  age  22,  residence  827  Mcintosh  street.  Yon  say  Betsey  Loyd  and 
Elizabeth  Green  lived  here? — A.  That  is  what  they  told  me. 

Q.  They  might  not  have? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  that  is  what  they  told  me. 

Q.  Might  they  not  have  lied  to  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  two  white  men  going  around  making  inquiries  about  dar- 
kies is  rather  calculated  to  excite  suspicion  that  they  are  hunting  them  to  make 
arrests  or  something  of  that  sort? — A.  It  might. 

Q.  The  natural  thing  for  them  to  do  when  alarmed  or  excited  wonld  be  to  try  and 
throw  you  off  of  the  track,  would  it  not? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  they  wanted  to  do. 
I  suppose  that  yon  are  correct. 

Q.  Did  you  and  Mr.  Mixon  carry  your  book  in  your  hand? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  your  writing  at  the  place  where  you  made  the  inquiries? — A.  Yes,  sir, 
and  where  it  was  most  convenient. 

Q.  Was  it  not  noised  abroad  that  white  men  were  hunting  for  these  men  in  this 
neighborhood  ? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  asking  for  a  matter  of  supposition 
and  one  that  the  witness  could  not  possibly  answer  with  any  degree  of  certainty.) 

A.  A  great  many  saw  us,  and  we  told  a  great  many  what  our  business  was. 

Q.  You  admit  that  several  darkies  had  been  arrested  for  supposed  illegal  registra- 
tion or  for  irregularities  in  registering? — A.  I  heard  they  had. 
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•  Coanael  for  conteatee  objects  to  the  answer  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay.) 
^,  By  the  time  that  yoa  had  got  this  far  in  your  investigation  you  had  been  out 

MTersl  daysr— some  three  or  four  days— had  yoa  notf— A.  I  do  not  know  how  many 

JAfs  we  had  been  oat. 
Q.  Welly  yoa  had  covered  a  good  deal  of  territory  in  year  investigations  f— A.  Yes, 

w- 

Q.  Yoa  had  been  necessarily  oat  all  of  the  days  that  yoa  had  been  at  workf^ 
A  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  pretty  generally  known  that  yoa  were  oat  hunting  for  these  men, 
tbe^  negroes? 

iCoansel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  as  asking  for  a  supposition  and 
opinion. ) 
A.  A  great  many  people  knew  we  were  oat  investigating. 

(^.  Tell  me  how  you  would  go  about  this  investigation. — A.  Well,  we  would  knock 
it  the  door  and  would  say,  **  Who  lives  here  f ''  Sometimes  we  would  ask  if  the  name 
ve  were  investigating  lived  there. 

(j.  And  yon  have  said  that  hunting  for  these  parties  was  calculated  to  excite 
ilarmf->A.  It  might  do  it. 

V.  If  alanned,  would  it  not  be  a  natural  thing  for  them  to  deny  that  they  lived 
there f 
iCoansel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question  as  asking  for  an  opinion.) 
A.  It  might  and  it  might  not. 

Q.  It  would,  would  it  not.  if  they  had  heard  what  you  had  heard,  that  some  darkiea 
had  been  arrested  about  registration. 

I  Counsel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  question,  as  it  asks  for  an  opinion  and  not  a 
fjiet.) 
A.  Well,  they  might  have  heard  something  of  the  kind. 

(^.  When  you  aekeil  if  John  or  .Jim  lived  there,  what  else  would  you  say  f — A.  Well, 
aeeordint;  to  the  answer  that  we  got. 

Q.  Well,  teU  me  according  to  the  answer  that  you  got. — A.  If  be  did  live  there  we 
voq1<1  ask  to  see  him.  If  he  did  not,  we  would  nnk  if  they  knew  such  a  party. 
I  (j.  Wonld  yon  ask  any  other  questions f — A.  Sometimen  we  would  ask  one  question 
and  sometimes  another.*  We  would  ask  if  such  a  person  lived  there  or  not.  My  inten- 
tion wu  to  find  out  to  the  best  of  my  ability  whether  he  lived  there  or  if  thej'  knew 
bim.  or  whether  he  lived  there. 

^.  Did  yon  tell  them  what  yon  were  there  for? — A.  Some  I  did  and  some  I  did  not. 
1  told  Mime  the  plaiu  truth. 

Q.  When  did  you  tell  them  the  plain  truth  ?~A.  When  they  asked  what  we  wanted 
vith  the  iDfonnation,  we  would  tell  tbone  that  asked. 

V-  All  that  you  know,  then,  is  that  two  colored  women  said  they  did  not  know 
thai  nsnief — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Jsme«  Walker;  residence,  1440  Summer  street.  What  do  yon  mean  by  no  such 
itUDiberto  be  found?— A.  I  did  not  find  a  Iiouee  with  that  number  on  it. 

^.  Yon  do  not  say  there  could  not  be  snch  a  number  on  the  street?— A.  My  recol- 
leitioQ  it»  that  the  nninbem  do  not* go  so  high  on  this  street. 

y.  Are  the  honses  on  the  street  numbered? — A.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  the  houses  are 
iiiiDiliered. 
Q.  Yon  are  certain  of  that? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<l.  Isn't  it  a  fact,  Mr.  Montgomery,  that  the  system  of  numbering  has  been  changed 
m  Aoini8ta  comparatively  recently? — A.  1  do  not  know. 
y.  Has  the  change  not  been  made  in  the  pant  few  years? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 
y.  U  it  not  a  fact  that  numbers  of  houses  have  a  number  of  the  old  system  and  of 

the Dev— two  numbers  on  the  house? — A.  I  ran  not  recall  a  house  with  two  numbers 
«ait 

y.  Yon  do  not  doubt  that  there  are  cases  of  the  sort? — A.  No,  sir. 
^.  Tom  Simmons ;  residence,  921  Gwinnett  street.    You  mean  to  say  that  the  women 
did  know  any  such  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
y.  Yon  only  tell  what  the  women  told  you? — A.  That's  all. 
L     V-  And  he  may  live  there  in  spite  of  the  fact  of  their  information  that  he  doea 
'  3otf-A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  have  been  unwilling  to  say  they  lived  there  because  they  thought 
yoa  wpre  after  them  to  make  an  arrest. — A.  I  do  not  know, 
y.  Yon  do  not  know  otherwise? — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  George  Samuels;  residence,  corner  of  Dugas  and  Carrie  streets.    Where  is  this 
comert— A.  It  is  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 
Q.  Do  yoa  know  Zaok  Collier? — A.  No,  sir;  not  personally. 

Q.  Yon  only  know  what  they  told  you  at  the  number? — A.  I  do  not  know  any 
^"Wff:  noiir. 
^.  Do  you  know  what  he  knew  about  the  man? — A.  I  do  not. 
^-  Do  you  know  where  he  lives? — A.  I  do  not  know. 
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Q.  Do  YOU  know  that  Samnels  does  not  live  there  f — A.  I  only  know  that  we  coald 
not  find  him  there. 

Q.  Daniel  Smith;  age^  21;  residenoe,  three  or  foar  doors  below  Center,  on  Broad. 
Do  yon  know  that  the  woman  was  his  mother  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  she  was  referring  to  that  Daniel  Smith  f — ^A.  I  know  thftt  I 
wae  asking  abont  the  Smith  that  registerod  from  that  number. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  herf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  She  might  have  been  referring  to  some  one  else,  so  far  as  you  know  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  John  Williams;  age^  21;  residence,  443  Bay  street.  You  say  there  is  no  such 
number  or  person  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  mean  that  you  found  no  house  numbered  433  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that  no  such  a  man  lived  in  the  neighborhood  f — ^A.  I  do  not 
remember. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  those  who  did  tell  you  knew  this  man  or  not,  do  youf— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  if  they  did  know  him,  yon  do  not  kuow  whether  they  took  yi>u  for  anoffi- 
oer,  or  notf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Qeorge  Clark,  age  21,  residence  Horseshoe  alley.  Who  did  you  talk  to  in  this 
alley  f — A.  To  woman  and  man. 

Q.  White  or  black  f — A.  Black,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  character  of  the  woman f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  tell  youf — A.  They  simply  said  they  did  not  know  anyone  by 
the  name,  in  the  alley. 

Q.  He  might  have  lived  there  in  spite  of  what  they  said,  for  all  that  you  knewf— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Jessie  Bruce,  residence — which  number  did  you  go  to,  3  or  111  Ellis  street!— A. 
I  do  not  know.    It  is  three  one's  on  the  memorandum. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  any  more  than  Isaiah  Johnson  said,  and  you  made  your  report 
on  that? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Henry  Summers,  age  21,  residence  332  Walker  street.  Did  he  tell  you  that  he 
came  from  Charleston  only  three  months  before.  Does  the  memorandum  sayf— A. 
[Consults  the  memorandum.]    Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  that  he  told  me. 

Q.  Did  you  know  himf — A.  Not  of  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  lives  there f — A.  No,  sir;  I  found  him  there. 

Q.  Would  you  know  him  if  you  were  to  see  him  again f — A.  I  do  not  think  I  would. 

Q.  Horace  Mar,  age  40,  residence  21  Gwinnett  street.  You  say  that  his  wife  said 
that  they  moved  here  in  November,  1894?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  was  his  wife? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  told  the  truth? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  She  might  have  been  lying? — ^A.  Yes.  air. 

Q.  Robert  Hubbard,  age  21,  residence  corner  of  LovelPs  lane  and  Ellis  street ;  yoa 
say  that  this  lane  is  about  1  mile  from  this  street? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  road  running  south  from  the  city  from  Ellis  street? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  not  two  of  these  lanes? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see  there? — ^A.  We  went  there  and  a  gentleman  said  it  was  a  mile 
below  there. 

Q.  Did  you  go  down  there? — A.  No,  sir;  but  we  inquired  of  several  people  in  ref- 
erence to  the  man  and  they  said  they  did  not  know  him. 

Q.  They  told  you  that  Level  Is  lane  was  a  mile  below  there? — A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  there  was  a  difference,  bet  ween  Lo  veils  and  Lovers'  lane?— 
A.  No,  sir;  not  at  that  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  man  that  told  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  was  white  or  a  black? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  John  Williams,  age  21,  residence  811  Walker  street;  you  say  that  Butler 
Edwards,  hackman,  lives  there  and  knows  no  such  person  by  that  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  she  wtis  the  wife  of  Edwards? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  just  know  what  they  told  you,  namely,  that  they  did  not  know  John  Wil- 
liams?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  live  there  for  all  you  know? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  only  telling  what  yon  were  told?— A.  That's  all. 

Q.  Lewis  Widener,  age  21,  residence  1272  Reynolds  street;  no  such  number  or 
person.    Yon  did  not  find  any  such  person  ?-^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  number? — A.  No,  sir.    We  made  a  careful  investigation. 

Q.  How  long  is  this  street? — A.  It  runs  from  First  to  Fifteenth  streets. 

Q.  Of  whom  did  you  make  your  inquiries? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  their  names? — A.  No,  sir;  of  course  not. 

Q.  Levi  Hill,  residence  426  Mam  bury  street;  you  say  no  such  partv  there;  that  is 
■&  difierent  phrase  from  the  other  that  you  have  been  using.  What  do  you  mean  by 
that? — A.  I  mean  that  after  careful  investigation  no  such  person  could  be  found 
there  or  in  the  neighborhood. 
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Q.  Yoo  mean  that  joa  did  not  find  him  there f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  mieht  have  lived  there  in  spite  of  the  information  that  yon  received? — A. 
Y«s,Bir. 

Q.  Yoo  made  yonr  inqairies  during  the  day  time,  did  yon  notf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  negro  men  woald  naturally  be  at  workf — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect;.  I  did 
usually  find  them  at  work. 

Q.  It  woald  not  be  unreasonable  to  say  they  would  be  away  from  home  and  at 
workf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  gave  yon  the  information? — A.  I  inquired  of  the  people  there  and  they 
told  me  the  information  that  I  got. 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  that  he  did  not  live  there  at  all? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Yon  would  expect  to  find  laboring  men  at  work,  and  not  at  home,  when  yoa 
made  the  inquiries,  at  tliat  time  of  day,  would  you  notf — A.  We  saw  a  great  many 
men  and  some  were  away  at  work,  some  one  way  and  some  another. 

Q.  Those  at  work  would  naturally  be  away  from  home  at  the  hour  that  you  called  f — 
A.  Well,  sir,  we  found  them  at  home  often.  Of  course  if  they  were  at  work  they  were 
not  at  home.    Some  were  at  home  to  dinner. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  names  of  any  that  you  found  at  homef — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  not  got  down  the  names  of  those  you  found  at  homef — A.  No,  sir. 
We  did  put  their  names  down  in  many  instances  on  the  other  lists. 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  why  was  it  that  you  skipped  about  so  in  this  investigation  f — 
A.  Simply  this;  when  we  came  in  to  the  cuurt-house  and  would  get  the  list,  the 
names  would  send  us  first  into  one  part  of  the  city  and  then  another.  We  took  the 
list  as  they  registered  and  followed  them  up  in  this  way  as  best  we  could. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Isom  Stuart  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  knew  this  man  or  notf— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  simply  put  down  what  he  told  youf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Might  he  not  have  told  yon  what  was  not  sof — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  went  to  see  Robert  Wolf  did  you  see  Welbome,  the  hackmanf — A.  I 
could  not  say  that  I  saw  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Welbornef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  you  saw  himf — A.  No,  sir. 

<^.  Who  told  you  that  he  lived  there  f— A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  your  ioformation  f — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

<i.  Did  you  get  your  information  from  the  residents  at  83i{  or  notf — ^A.  I  do  not 
recollect. 

Q.  Robert  Brown ;  age,  23 ;  residence,  927  Harper  street.  Do  you  recollect  whether 
there  is  such  a  man  registered  or  notf — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  he  registered  f— A.  No,  sir. 

<^.  Who  gave  you  the  information  regarding  this  manf — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Was  it  a  man  or  woman  f — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Ed  Hill ;  residence,  1516  Railroad  avenue.  You  say  there  is  no  such  person  or 
fiomber.  What  do  yon  meanf — A.  We  found  no  such  number  on  the  street,  and  did 
not  tind  Ed  Hill. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  get  your  information  f — ^A.  From  the  neighbors* 

Q.  What  were  their  names? — A.  I  do  not  know;  I  can  not  recollect. 

Q.  And  the  same  thing  is  true  about  Walker  Rome? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  ask  about  this  man  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Yon  visited  the  street  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  anything  but  what  yon  have  on  the  book? — A.  That's  all. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  say  you  got  the  names? — A.  From  Mr.  Dicks. 

Q.  Are  yon  prepared  to  swear  at  this  time  that  there  was  no  such  house  or  person 
ss  Walker  Some  on  that  street?— A.  Only  by  the  information  that  was  taken  in  my 
pTMence. 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  how  do  you  spell  the  name  that  you  pronounce  Rome? — 
A.  R-o-m-e. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  there  was  any  such  man  registered  from  1516  Railroad 
arenne,  of  yonr  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir;  I  only  know  that  he  was  on  my  list. 

Q.  Your  memorandum  gives  that  there  was  such  a  man  registered?— A.  Yes,*sir. 

<4'  John  Harris;  residence,  1461  Tuttle  street;  aee,  21.  Mr.  Montgomery,  how  do 
you  know  that  he  did  not  live  there? — A.  I  went  tnere  and  inquired  for  him. 

(^.  Of  whom  did  you  inquire? — A.  Does  it  not  say  there?  Sometimes  we  gave  the 
Bune;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  the  person  lived  there  of  whom  you  made  inquiry? — A.  No, 
sir;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  black? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  William  Smith ;  residence,  1516  Railroad  avenue.  Yon  say  that  it  was  a  vacant 
boQsef— A.  There  was  no  one  living  in  the  house. 

^.  Dill  you  know  that  he  livetl  there  at  the  time  that  he  registered? — A.  No,  sir. 
^.  Do  you  know  nothing  to  the  contrary  ?— A.  No,  sir. 


206  WATSON   vs.    BLACK. 

Q.  How  long  have  yoa  lived  in  the  Soath  f — A.  All  of  my  life. 

Q.  Is  it  noi  a  habit  or  coDciition  of  the  ne^ru  to  be  so  situated  as  to  be  mi^^ratory 
in  their  renidences — more  so  than  the  whites f — A.  Yes,  sir;  nsoallj. 

Q.  Do  thej  not  nsaally  rent  their  homes  and  therefore  change  their  reaidenoe 
frequently  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  yunr  own  knowledge  that  any  such  man  as  William  Smith  was 
registered  from  this  address  on  Railroad  avenue f — A.  No,  sir;  of  course  not. 

The  hour  having  arrived,  court  wasac^onrned  until  Monduy,  January  6,  at  10  a.m. 
It  was  also  agreed  to  hold  a  morning  and  evening  hearing,  an  interval  of  one  konr 
being  allowed  for  dinner. 

Statk  of  Geokgia,  Uichmond  County: 

At  the  court-house,  Jauuary  6,  1896.    In  coutest  for  a  seat  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Con- 
gress from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

Morning  session :  Taking  of  testimony  began  ut  10  a.  m. 

Appearing  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq.;  appearing  for  contestee,  C.  Henry 
Cohen,  esq. 

G.  W.  MOXTGO.\i£HY  still  on  the  stand. 

Cross-examination  continued  by  Mr.  Cousn,  for  contestee: 

Q.  Henry  Bowman;  residence,  1470  Gwinnett  street.  You  say  that  yon  found 
Emile  Wright  there  and  got  your  information  Arom  herf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  she  live  at  the  address  given  f — A.  I  only  know  that  we  met  her. 

Q.  Then  you  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowletlge  that  she  lived  there  f~A.  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Was  she  white  or  colored? — A.  She  was  colored. 

Q.  How  old  was  siief — A    I  do  nut  know.    I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Waa  she  young  or  oldf — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  yoii  know  anything  about  her  character  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  sne  was  a  lewd  woman  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  keeps  a  lewd  house  there? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  have  your  book  with  youf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Mixon,  the  gentleman  that  was  with  yon,  an  officer  or  guard  on 
the  chain  gang  at  one  tinief — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  Emile  Wright  thought  you  and  Mr.  Mixon  were  ottoere  look- 
ing for  Bowman  to  arrest  himf — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  It  would  have  been  natural  for  her  to  have  taken  yon  for  an  officer,  seeing  yua 
with  himf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

O.  Jake  Killaugh ;  comer  of  Sixth  and  Fenwick  streets.  You  found  Sallie  Jonas 
and  she  told  you  that  be. came  firom  Charleston  two  weeks  before? — ^A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  Do  you  know  herf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  her? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  she  lived? — A.  I  found  her  there. 

Q.  You  never  saw  her  before? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  N6r  since? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  woman  did  you  say  she  was? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Was  she  young  or  old? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  slie  was  a  lewd  woman ?~A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  knew  Killaugh? — A.  No,  sir;  only  by  what  she  told  me. 

Q.  You  investigated  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  300  or  400  namea? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Say  300;  how  many  of  this  number  did  you  know  personally? — A.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  could  say  that  I  knew  any  of  them. 

Q.  About  how  many  negroes  are  there  in  the  city  of  Augusta?^ A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  there  not  considered  to  be  between  5,000  and  6,000? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  the  whites  and  blacks  are  about  evenly  divided? — A.  I 
have  never  informed  myself  on  the  question. 

Q.  Do  you  personally  know  150  or  200  of  the  negroes  in  the  city? — ^A.  I  could  not 
say  that  1  do. 

Q.  You  state  that  William  Elliot,  corner  of  Sixth  and  Fenwick  streets^whatf— 
A.  Rosanna  Cllier  says  there  is  a  boy  boarding  with  her  by  the  name  of  William 
who  came  here  with  Jake  Killaugh  about  two  weeks  ago.  She  did  not  know  his 
other  name. 

Q.  That  is  what  the  woman  said? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  she  lived  there  or  not? — ^A.  I  found  her  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  long  she  had  been  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  she  old  or  young  T-— A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  she  was  a  lewd  woman  or  not?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  she  was  a  lewd  housekeeper? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 
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Q.  Do  yoQ  know  whether  she  took  you  and  Mr.  Mison  for  officers  with  warraatef — 
A.  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  She  saw  Blr.  Mixou  with  yoiif^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  was  previously  au  officer  ou  the  chain  gang f— A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Jim  Allen;  residence,  corner  of  Kollock  and  Barnes.  You  say  Maria  HoUoway 
(old  you  he  was  in  Port  Roval  a  week  a^of — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  J>o  you  know  whether  he  left  before  or  after  the  registration  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  have  registered  and  then  lett  for  Port  Royal  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Vou  do  not  know  anything  to  the  contrary? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  tliat  Maria  lived  ut  the  number  f — A.  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Are  you  aciiuainted  with  the  character  of  (bis  woman? — A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  tliat  she  is  a  lewd  woman  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  8he  might  have  been  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tom  Heath ;  residence,  corner  of  Ninth  and  Calhoun  streets.  Who  told  you 
thftt  he  did  not  live  there? — A.  The  people  on  either  comers. 

Q.  How  many  corners? — A.  Four  corners. 

Q.  You  do  not  mention  who  lived  on  but  two? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  lives  ou  the  other  two  corners? — A.  1  do  not  remember,  but  the  iuforma- 
tion  got  there  is  that  no  coloreil  people  live  on  the  corners. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  does  live  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  told  you;  did  you  go  to  the  other  two  comers? — A.  I  think  we  went  to 
the  other  two  comers  and  they  told  us. 

Q.  Would  you  swear  that  you  weut  to  the  other  two  corners? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  any  more  than  you  have  on  the  memorandum?— A.  That's  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  it  was  that  you  got  your  information  from  in  Murray's  meat 
ahopf— A.  1  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  black? — A.  I  asked  white  people. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  positively  who  you  asked  at  the  butcher  shop  about  this  man? — 
A.  Nu,  sir. 

Q.  If  they  lived  there,  the  people  told  you  wrong? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  asked  about  Ne  Thomas  at  the  same  place? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  your  own  knowledge  do  you  know  whether  they  lived  there  or  not? — A. 
Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Look  at  your  memorandum;  do  you  know  whether  they  lived  there  or  not? — 
A.  The  parties  there,  they  told  me  they  don't  know  of  such  parties.  I  inquired  of 
two  comers. 

Q.  Could  he  not  have  lived  in  the  yard  and  the  people  that  you  inquired  of  not 
have  known  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  negroes  living  near  you? — A.  No  negroes  live  near  me. 

Q.  He  might  have  lived  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  this  boy  lived  at  Dan  O'Connor's,  next  door  to  the  store? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  to  the  contrary? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Yon  supposed  that  the  men  told  you  the  truth? — ^A.  I  had  no  right  to  doubt 
them. 

Q.  He  conld  have  lived  there  without  their  knowing  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Henry  McTyre;  how  do  yon  spell  the  name? — A.  I  have  got  here  M-c-T-y-r-e. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  of  your  own  knowledge  that  any  such  man  ever 
reratered?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  him  on  ^our  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  John  Henry,  residence  1670  Railroad  avenue.  Are  you  familiar  with  this 
STenne? — A.  I  know  that  there  is  such  a  street. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  go  on  it  before  this  investigation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  visit  it  frequently  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  often  have  you  been  on  it? — A.  Sometimes  I  have  been  on  it  and  have 
psased  along  it  frequentlv. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  how  the  numbers  run  on  this  street? — A.  I  know  there 
sre  numbers  on  the  houses ;  some  of  them. 

Q.  Are  there  not  houses  on  the  street  that  are  not  numbered? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think 
you  are  right. 

Q.  Are  not  the  numbers  irregular? — A.  Yes, air. 

Q.  The  street  is  principaUy  inhabited  by  negroes,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  above 
the  orphan  asylum. 

Q.  Is  not  the  numbers  irregular,  some  01  the  houses  not  numbered,  and  the  city 
wM8  not  enforce  its  law  ?— A.  I  do  not  recollect  a  house  without  some  number  on  it. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  or  not  you  found  all  the  houses  with  numbers  on 
them?— A.  I  do  not  say. 

Q.  Would  yon  swear  that  there  is  not  such  a  number  on  the  city  map? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  yon  inquire  for  this  number ?— A.  We  tried  to  be  par- 
wcnltr  in  every  case. 
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Q.  Would  yon  say  that  yoa  inquired  five  times f— -A.  Sometimes  we  inqnired 
oftener. 

Q.  Did  yoa  spend  fi^e  minates  in  hunting  for  this  number  f — A.  Sometimes  we 
gave  more  time  than  that  to  a  number. 

Q.  Did  yon  spend  ten  minutes  f — A.  Sometimes  we  spent  more  than  this. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  spend  in  a  case  like  this/ — A.  Well,  sir,  we  have  passed  up 
and  down  a  street  for  fear  that  we  might  have  passed  a  number  and  then  gone  back 
over  it  for  fear  that  we  might  have  overlooked  it. 

Q.  Frank  Johnson,  residence  1314  Gwinnett  street.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear 
that  you  got  the  number  down  correct  when  you  said  this  number  f — A.  I  only  know 
that  was  the  number  given  me. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  such  a  man  registered  from  1314  Gwinnett 
street  as  Frank  Jonniion  of  vonr  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  only  know  from  tne  evidence  that  you  have  there  f — A.  That's  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  Harriett  Houston  lived  at  the  number? — A.  No,  sir;  1  found 
her  there. 

Q.  Is  she  white  or  black  f~  A.  She  is  a  negro  woman. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  is  his  wife? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  she  was  kept  by  him  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  she  old  or  young f — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Would  you  know  ber  should  you  see  her  again  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Dave  Jones,  1115  Gwinnett  street.  Was  this  a  vacant  house? — A.  It  was  a 
vacant  honsi). 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  had  lived  there  at  the  time  that  he  registered  and  moved 
away? — A.  No,  sir.  He  must  have  left  there  at  once,  for  we  investigated  within 
from  six  to  twenty  hours  after  he  registered. 

Q.  Is  it  not  possible  that  you  were  behind  in  the  investigations? — ^A.  We  were  not 
behind  on  that  day. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  investigate  per  day?— A.  According  whether  we  were  both- 
ered much.    It  varied. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  he  did  not  live  there  at  the  time  he  registered  f— 
A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  John  Henry,  age  22,  residence  922  Gwinnett  street.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear 
he  registered  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  there  is  no  such  number  on  the  street? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  ask  about  this  boy? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  the  person  that  you  asked  lived  at  the  street? — A.  I  only 
know  that  we  found  him  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  was  trying  to  mislead  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  willing  to  swear  that  he  did  not  register  as  living  at  1670  Railroad  ave- 
nue?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  at  922  Railroad  avenue? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  only  what  you  have  on  the  list  there? — A.  Of  course  I  have  nothing 
else. 

Q.  Could  yon  say  his  age  was  22  or  21? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Could  not  say  whether  he  was  old  or  youug? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Black  or  mulatto  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Tom  Banks,  residence  1428  Twiegs  street.  What  did  yon  say  about  him?— A. 
Jim  Banks  lived  here  and  was  told  that  Tom  Evan  did  not. 

Q.  Did  Banks  tell  you  this?— A.  That  is  what  I  was  told. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  Banks? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  has  been  on  the  gang? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  is  an  escape  from  the  penitentiary? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  1)0  you  know  that  be  was  trying  to  conceal  his  identity? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  not  there  very  much  excitement  among  the  negroes,  as  warrants  had  been 
issued  for  them  for  false  registering? — A.  I  heard  it,  but  they  did  not  seem  to  be 
excited. 

Q.  You  knew  that  warrants  had  been  and  were  being  issued  for  some  of  them?' 
A.  I  heard  that  warrants  were  to  be  issued. 

Q.  Willie  Myers,  4  Washington  street.  Don't  you  know  whether  Laura  Freeman 
is  his  wife? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  her  name  is  really  Laura  Myers? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  she  was  misleading  you? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Yon  took  it  in  good  faith? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  made  no  further  investigation? — A.  Not  that  I  remember  now. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  the  yard? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Chas.  Gant,  residence  344  Fenwick  street.  Don't  you  know  that  the  register 
struck  that  name? — A.  I  do  not;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  they  not  strike  it? — A.  I  am  not. 
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Q.  Did  yoa  see  the  list  after  it  was  purged  f — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  John  Williams,  residence  415  Walker  street.  Don^t  yon  know  that  that  man 
▼as  stricken  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  swear  that  it  was  not  stricken  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  G.  W.  Thomas,  residence  456  Talfair  street.  You  say  Mrs.  Croley  says  no  negroes 
live  in  her  back  yardf    Do  you  know  how  long  she  had  lived  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  lived  there  at  all? — A.  I  found  her  at  the  address. 

Q.  Was  she  white  or  black f — A.  She  was  a  white  lady. 

Q.  Do  you  know  herf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  it  was  Mrs.  Croley  talking  to 
youf— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  only  know  that  you  found  her  there f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  She  told  you  that  there  were  no  negroes  in  her  back  yardf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  long  it  had  been  her  yardf— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  had  lived  there  before,  but  did  not  at  the  time  that 
TOO  were  there  f — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  go  in  the  yarclf—A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Jack  Adams,  residence  911  Third  avenue.  Are  ^ou  prepared  to  swear  that  the 
woman  that  you  talked  to  was  his  mother f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  that  she  could  read  and  write  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  whether  she  had  a  family  Bible f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  knew  the  a^e  of  Adams f — A.  No,  sir;  J  supposed  she  did. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  her  how  she  knew  hLs  agef — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  she  came  to  tell  you  his  asef — A.  I  haye  forgotten. 

Q.  What  did  she  tell  youf — A.  She  said  he  was  but  20  years  of  ajze. 

Q.  Might  she  have  said  about,  and  you  put  it  but  20  in  the  bookf — A.  It  might 
have  been  possible. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  very  few  negroes  know  anything  about  the  age  of  their 
children  f — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Do  they  not  usually  date  or  remember  ages  by  some  great  event,  like  an  earth- 
quake, or  something  like  thatf — A.  Some  do. 

Q.  Gos  Allen,  his  mother  says  be  will  be  18  years  old  in  October  of  1895.  Do  you 
know  of  your  own  personal  knowledge  that  she  was  his  motherf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  8he*might  have  been  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  she  might  not  have  been  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  never  saw  her  before f — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Ot  since  f — A.  Not  to  my  recollection. 

(j.  Do  you  know  whether  the  woman  that  you  spoke  to,  and  who  said  she  was  Qus 
Alien 's  mother,  was  white  or  black  f — A.  I  suppose  she  was  colored. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  such  a  man  was  registered  or  notf — ^A.  Not  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  not  get  the  name  down  wrong f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  such  a  man  at  the  address  you  have  given  is 
registered  f — A.  I  am  not. 

i^.  Bonnie  Johnson,  residence  801  Second  avenue.  Do  you  know  that  he  was  reg- 
iiteredf— A.  I  do  not. 

^.  Yon  do  not  know  that  he  was  on  the  registration  listf — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  If  the  name  is  not  down  on  the  list  as  you  have  it,  then  you  were  looking  for  a 
Ban  not  registered f — A.  I  have  it  down  that  way. 

Q.  You  might  have  spelled  it  wrong f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  might  have  been  spelled  some  other  way  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  looking  for  any  other  manf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  looking  for  Bounce  Johnsonf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  for  Broadnax  Johnsonf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  for  Flower  Johnson  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Bat  you  were  looking  for  Bonnie  Johnsonf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  name  that 
Ikavedown. 

Q.  Joseph  Berry,  residence  240  Florence  street.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that 
Rich  a  man  registered  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  these  names  were  not  accurately  taken  down,  your  investigation  waa  mis- 
ipent,  was  it  notf—A.  Yes,  sir. 

<).  You  might  have  spelled  the  name  wrong f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ornnmoered  wrong  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q«  More  able  men  make  mistakes  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  infallible  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Robert  Hill,  residence  418  Broad  street.  Are  yon  prepared  to  swear  that  any 
nch  name  registered  f — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  If  not  registered  and  yet  given  to  yon  to  investigate,  it  waa  a  mistake,  waa  it 
Dotr— A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  received  that  name  and  number,  did  you  notf— A.  Tes,  air.  If  it  had  not 
Men  given,  it  would  not  have  been  investigated. 
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Q.  What  did  you  find  on  investigation f— A.  £  was  told  that  A.  J.  Winten  lired 
there. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  whether  be  livoH  there  or  notf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  a  colored  or  white  man  that  yon  were  investigating f — A.  We  never  inves- 
tigated anv  but  colored  people. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  whether  the  woman  you  saw  was  his  wife  or  notf — A.  I  do 
not  know  only  what  she  said. 

Q.  You  know  tbat  she  represented  herself  as  his  wifef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  Hill  was  her  manf — A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Arthur  MacKie,  corner  of  Broad  and  Center.  How  do  yon  spell  that  namef— 
A.  M-a-c-k-e-y. 

Q.  Then  you  asked  for  Arthnr  Mackeyf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  any  such  man  is  registered? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Of  your  own  knowledge,  you  do  not  know  that  he  is  registered  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  saw  him  register? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  any  such  name  is  on  the  registration  list f— A. 
No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  on  the  registration  list  or  not, 

Q.  It  may  be? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  may  not  be? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  on  my  list. 

Q.  Robert  Smith,  age  21,  residence  16  Center  street.  You  say  that  the  woman  liv- 
ing there  says  he  is  29  years  old? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  she  his  wife? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  have  the  information  as  from  the  woman  that  he  lived  with? — ^A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Did  she  tell  you  how  old  she  was? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  she  tell  you  how  she  knew  his  age? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  way  of  telling  a  negro's  age  by  his  teeth? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  I'Yom  appearances? — A.  I  do  not  think  appearances  fixes  age  always. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  she  told  his  age? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  if  she  was  his  mother? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  She  was  a  colored  woman? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  her  if  you  saw  her  again? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  that  you  ever  saw  her  before? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Peter  Read,  127  Twelfth  street.  You  say  that  Rueben  Burdi  told  yon  that  no 
one  by  that  name  lived  there.    Do  you  know  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  is  he  not  a  fisherman  who  works  on  the  river? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Your  memory  does  not  serve  you  in  this  Ciise? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  deny  that  he  is  a  fisherman  and  that  he  lives  there  when  not  on  the 
river  at  work? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  is.  I  know  that  we  spoke  to 
one  man  who  said  he  wan  a  fisherman  on  the  river. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  he  did  not  live  there  and  that  he  moved? — ^A.  I 
am  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  a  great  many  live  in  this  city  and  are  fishermen  and  work 
on  the  river? — A.  I  do  not  know  only  the  one  man  that  we  spoke  to. 

Q.  Frank  Kpps,  residence  1353  £llis  street.  Wash  Butler  and  Bessie  Bnssie  say 
that  they  know  no  one  by  that  name  living  there.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  that  she  was  his  daughter? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  lived  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  she  was  his  wife? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  Epps  lived  there  with  her? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  she  thought  that  you  were  an  officer  with  a  warrant 
for  Epps? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  took  what  she  said  in  confidence? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Nelson  Benton,  residence  1203  Tenth  street,  age  21.  You  say  O.  K.  What  do 
you  mean  by  0.  K.  ? — A.  He  was  21  and  lived  where  ne  said  he  did. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  this? — A.  From  what  they  told  me — the  people  inqnired  of. 

Q.  Who  were  these  people?— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  If  any  one  told  you  he  was  21  and  lived  there,  you  accepted  it  and  made  a 
report  accordingly?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  a  man  or  woman  told  you  that  he  did  not  live  there^  yon  would  have  taken 
that  and  made  it  as  a  report? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  had  been  told  by  some  one  that  he  was  23,  you  would  have  said  so?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  simply  put  down  what  they  said? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  have  any  other 
way  to  tell. 

Q.  You  did  not  try  to  investigate  what  they  said? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Will  Hughes,  what  did  you  say  about  him? — ^A.  I  can  not  testify  to  anything 
from  memory. 

Q.  You  have  him  down  as  21;  residence,  14  Tenth  street? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what 
I  have  got. 

Q.  You  say  that  he  does  not  live  there?— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  information. 
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Q.  Are  yoa  prepared  to  swear  that  lie  registered  ftom  14  Tenth  street f — A.  I  am 
not. 

Q.  If  the  name  is  not  on  the  registration  list,  you  put  it  down  wrong,  did  you  not  f — 
A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Q.  You  only  investigated  14  Tenth  street  f— That's  all. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  he  registered  from  this  number f — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  informed  you  that  he  did  not  live  there f— A.  A  colored  man. 

Q.  Who  was  this  man,  what  was  his  name f— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  himf — A.  The  man  spoke  to  me;  he  worked  in  the  yard. 

Q.  The  most  of  your  life  has  been  spent  in  teaching  in  schools,  has  it  notf — A.  I 
Uogbt  school  a  few  years,  but  the  most  of  my  life  has  been  spent  in  farming. 

Q.  Yon  have  never  been  a  detective  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  never  had  any  work  like  this,  before  thisf — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  entirely  new 
tome. 

Q.  Yon  were  not  familiar  with  the  people  that  you  were  investigating  f — A.  No,  sir. 

9-  Your  drst  experience  in  this  linef — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  selected  because  of  experience f~ A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Q.  John  Mathews,  residence  21  Tenth  street,  between  Second  and  Third  avenue. 
YoQ  say  that  Mr.  Swas  runs  a  store  in  the  middle  of  the  square,  and  that  Mathews 
<Ioei  not  live  on  the  block  f — ^A.  That  is  my  information. 

Q.  How  many  houses  on  the  block  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  there  tenf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  there  not  about  forty  f — A.  I  do  not  know.  Sometimes  there  is  more  and 
sometimes  lees. 

Q.  is  there  not  about  two  hundred  people  on  a  block  f — A.  I  suppose  so. 

V.  Did  yon  go  to  any  other  place  besides  the  store  f — ^A.  I  think  we  went  to  other 
places. 

(^.  Then  jon  inquired  of  others f — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  ^Vhat  are  their  nainesf — ^A.  I  do  not  know  their  names. 

i^.  Do  jrou  know  Mr.  Leo  Schwatzf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Which  one  was  it  that  you  sawf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  it  was  Mr.  Schwatzf — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  lives  on  the  square  f — ^A.  Not  of  my  own  personal 
Imow  ledge. 

Q.  Does  he  not  run  a  bar  there  f — A.  It  looked  like  a  family  erocery. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  family  grocery  and  a  bar  in  the  backf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  was  in  the  bar  when  you  were  there  asking  about  himf 
A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  remember  that  he  laughed  when  he  answered  your  inquiry  f — A. 
Xo,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  not  tell  you  where  ho  lived  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  yon  ask  them  f — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

<i.  Were  you  satisfied  that  he  did  not  live  on  the  block  after  you  got  your  infor- 
mation there f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  he  does  not  live  in  the  cityf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  conld  have  lived  on  the  other  side  of  the  street  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  ask  about  him? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  0.  W.  Goodyear,  residence  507  Tenth  street.  Are  yon  prepared  to  swear  that 
any  suoh  man  wan  registered? — ^A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  What  did  yon  find  ontf — ^A.  Owens  Hodgers  lives  there  and  does  not  know  of 
^ch  party. 

V-  Was  it  not  Hodeers  on  the  registration  list  and  not  Goodrich  f — ^A.  I  do  not 
blow.    I  had  Goodrich. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  it  was  not  Hodgers  on  the  listf — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  Ctoodrich  is  the  man  that  you  were  inquiring  for? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  fonnd  Hodgers? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  are  not  prepared  to  swear  that  it  was  Goodrich  and  not  Hodgers  that 
▼as  registered? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  John  Mitchell,  residence  1245  Ellis  street.  How  did  you  find  out  that  he  was 
21?~A.  I  do  not  recollect  who  told  me. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  black  that  told  you? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  a 
colored  man,  but  I  suppose  so  because  I  was  looking  for  a  colored  man. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  he  lived  there?— A.  They  told  me  that  he  lived  there. 

Q.  You  believed  what  they  said? — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  I  had  no  right  to  doubt. 

<i.  If  the>'  had  said  he  was  21  or  23,  yon  would  have  believed  it? — A.  I  would  have 

bad  DO  right  to  doubt  it. 

Q.  If  they  had  told  yon  that  he  did  not  live  there,  you  would  have  believed  it? — 

A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Dees  your  credulity  apply  to  all  alike?— A.  Well,  if  I  come  to  you  and  you  teU 

ne  laything  that  I  wish  to  know  and  ask  about,  I  believe  you. 
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Q.  Do  you  believe  in  all  things  that  you  ask? — A.  In  a  matter  like  this  I  believe. 

Q.  Do  you  always  believe  everything  told  youf — A.  I  do  not,  but  I  believe  when 
I  have  no  right  to  doubt. 

Q.  You  doubt,  theu,  when  you  have  reason  not  to  believe  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  doubt  anybody  when  you  were  investigating!— A.  Yes,  sir 

Q.  But  you  have  it  just  the  same  whether  you  doubted  or  not  that  it  was  the  truth f— 
A.  Some  of  it  I  do  not  know  positively :  I  did  not  believe  they  were  telling  it  right 

Q.  You  have  a  recollection  of  that  information  that  you  received  that  you  did  not 
believe  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  of  it  did  you  doubt f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  it  as  ranch  as  one-half  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  as  much  as  one- third  f — A.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  About  how  many  times  f — A.  Once  and  awhile. 

Q.  Negroes  are  not  an  emblem  of  truth,  are  they  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  found 
them  so. 

Q.  Qeorge  Swann,  residence  1351  £lli8  street.  Do  you  know  who  Sarah  Bennett 
is? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  she  white  or  black f — A.  A  colored  woman,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  keeps  a  lewd  house  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  it  is  a  notorious  house  of  ill  repute  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  men  live  with  the  women  in  the  yardf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  remember  seeing  eight  or  ten  women  with  loose  gowns  on  around 
the  premises? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  come  in  contact  with  a  house  of  lewd  repute  while  yon  were 
engaged  in  this  investiffationf  — A.  Yee,  sir;  some  of  the  houses  in  this  neighborhood 
are  of  this  oharaoter.    I  have  been  told  so. 

Q.  If  a  woman  is  the  keeper  of  a  lewd  house,  would  you  believe  her  f — ^A.  If  I  knew 
it,  I  would  not.  ' 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  this  woman  is  the  keeper  of  such  a  house  or  not?— 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  If  she  is  the  keeper  of  a  famous  negro  bagnio,  and  swore  that  he  was  22  and 
resided  at  1251,  should  you  not  believe  her  because  of  the  fact? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  would  rather  take  the  word  of  the  manf — ^A.  If  a  man  goes  and  stays  there, 
that  man  is  about  as  bad  as  the  woman. 

Q.  Ben  Howard,  residence  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets,  you  say  can  not 
be  found.  Is  there  not  a  thousand  people  residing  between  these  two  streets  f— 
A.  There  is  a  great  number,  and  it  was  too  difficult  to  find  this  one. 

Q.  Is  there  not  at  least  1,000  people  living  in  the  territory  included  in  this  address f— 
A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Jim  Bowles,  residence  1422  Ellis  street.  You  say  no  such  number;  1410  is  the 
last  number  on  the  block  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Cooney  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  lives  at  1422  Broad  street,  and  that  this  boy  lives  in  the 
back  yardf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  not  the  back  yard  of  Mr.  Coonev's  house,  if  it  went  back  to  Ellis  street, 
correspond  to  the  number  given  by  the  boy  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  it  not  be  1422  Ellis  street? — ^A.  I  have  not  got  it  down  that  way  on  my 
list. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  geojgraphy  of  this  district  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  1410  is  the  last  number  on  the  block  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ellis  street  is  back  of  Broad,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  not  the  number  1422  Broad  be  1421  or  1423  in  the  rear  on  Ellis  street  f— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  but  there  is  no  1422. 

Q.  Can  you  say  there  is  no  1421  or  1423  on  this  street? — ^A.  I  could  not. 

Q.  There  mij^ht  be? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  might  have  resided  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Sanders  Dallas,  residence  1339  Ellis  street,  age  22.  Haven't  yon  made  a  mis- 
take in  putting  him  down  at  that  age? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Is  he  not  72  instead  of  22? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  he  not  a  fireman  at  the  brewery? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Does  he  not  live  in  Mr.  Pat  Walsh's  back  yard? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Would  you  swear  that  he  does  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Jim  Lindsey,  age  21,  residence  1215  Ellis  street.  Yon  say  Lizzie  Bamett  told 
you  that  he  did  not  nve  there?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  not  Lizzie  Bamett  keep  a  lewd  house? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Does  she  not  keep  such  a  house  for  colored  men  and  women? — ^A.  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  Did  it  not  bear  the  appearance  of  such  a  place? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  women  there  in  loose  gowns? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  took  you  for  an  officer  with  a  warrant  for  the  party 
whom  you  were  inquiring? — A.  I  do  not. 
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Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Mixon,  who  had  been  previously  a  policeman  or  officer  in  charge 
of  the  eity  chain  gang,  with  youf — ^A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  not  also  been  a  convict  guard  f — A.  He  told  me  he  had. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  she  knew  himf — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  von  know  that  she  had  been  on  the  gang  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Biley  Epps,  residence  1363  Ellis  street.    He  told  you  that  he  was  24  years  of 
•gef— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  present  when  he  said  so. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Eppsf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  it  was  E^is  that  you  were  talking  to,  of  your  own  personal 
knowledge  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  is  a  hackman  in  the  city  f— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  He  may  be  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  it  was  Epps  that  said  he  was  24  years  oldf — ^A.  He  told 
me  that  he  was  24  and  said  he  was  Epps. 

Q.  Charles  Williams;  yon  say  that  Mary  Glenn  lived  at  the  address  and  did  not 
know  of  any  such  party  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  1257  Ellis  street  T — A.  1  have  not. 

(4.  Do  yon  remember  that  it  was  a  back  yard? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  was  her  back  yard  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Kearsey  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  lives  there  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  does  not  live  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  Mr.  Kearsey  is  a  white  man? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  This  was  an  nnknown  woman  that  gave  yon  the  information  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  She  was  the  party  that  you  found  at  the  number  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

y.  Cap  Benson,  residence  1135  Ellis  street.  Mr.  Montgomery,  yon  are  not  familiar 
with  lewd  honsesf — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  not 

Q.  Yon  only  know  one  by  the  dress  of  the  inmates  and  such  other  observations  as 
can  be  made f— A.  I  could  only  locate  one  by  the  description  that  you  have  given. 

W-  Only  by  the  women  being  dressed  in  loose  ^owns  and  immodestly  n<^.glig^e 
would  you  know  onef — A.  That  is  the  way  I  wouid  know  one. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  a  lewd  house  in  the  cityf — A.  I  know  where  two  or  three 
ao-called  lewd  houses  are  situated  in  the  city. 

Q.  Yon  viait4»d  such  houses  in  the  course  of  your  investigation? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Yon  went  to  some  that  you  recognized  as  such  by  the  description  that  1  have 
given?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  visited  some  that  answers  the  description. 

Q.  Some  that  you  would  not  have  known  except  for  this  investigation? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  this  one  of  them? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  a  half  dozen  women  with  loose  gowns  or  the  like  on,  loafing 
aroand  the  premises? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  the  premises  showed  some  evidence  of  a  lewd  house? — 
A  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  woman? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  her  by  repute? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  she  is  notoriously  known  as  the  keeper  of  a  disreputable 
l«wdhonse? — A.  No,  sir. 

<^.  Don't  you  know  that  she  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  notorious  lewd  women  of 
thacity?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  j*ou  never  visit  her  house  to  collect? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  meet  up  with  such  houses  when  you  were  out  investigating? — 
A.  I  fonnd  one  or  two  in  this  way,  it  is  the  only  way  I  ever  did  know  them. 

Q.  Willie  Keith,  residence  1356  Ellis  street.  You  say  you  found  him  O  K? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  yon  know  that  he  was  all  right? — A.  He  himself,  or  someone  at  the 
rendence  given,  told  me  that  he  lived  there  and  that  he  was  21  years  old. 

Q.  If  a  man  said  so  you  did  not  doubt  him? — A.  No,  sir;  I  had  no  right  to  do  so. 

Q.  And  you  put  it  down? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  would  not  have  asked  any  one  else? — A.  Not  if  I  had  no  reason  to 
^obt  him. 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  have  von  ever  read  Piukerton  on  Recofcnitions? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  system  that  you  adopted  is  purely  your  own? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  John  Jackson,  residence  1326  Ellis  street.  Yon  say  Mrs.  Mulligan  lives  there 
sBd  no  colored  people  lived  there.  How  do  yon  know  that  you  were  talking  to  Mrs. 
Unlliran?— A.  I  supposed  it  was  Mrs.  Mulligan. 

(4.  But  you  don't  know  it? — A.  No,  sir;  bat  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  clerks  at  Horkan's  dry-ffoods  store? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  has  a  man  in  his  employ  by  that  name,  and  that  he  lived 
tben  then  and  does  now  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  to  the  contrary  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  John  Henry  Grey,  residence  1222  Ellis  street.  You  say  Mr.  Mulherin  lives 
tiMn  and  that  no  such  man  lives  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  YOU  see  him  at  the  hoDsef — A.  We  met  him  on  the  street  near  the  hoiiM. 

Q.  Did  ne  not  tell  you  that  he  had  a  cook  living  there  at  the  house f — A.  No,  sir; 
nothat  I  recollect ;  he  might  have. 

Q.  Did  he  not  tell  3*oa  that  he  did  not  know  the  name  of  her  husband f — A  I  do 
not  recollect  that  he  said  this. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  had  a  cook  living  on  the  premises  f — A.  I  do  not  leool- 

lect. 

Q.  And  that  she  had  a  boyf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  only  know  what  you  have  on  the  memorandnm  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  any 
more. 

Q.  You  would  not  say  that  he  did  or  did  not  have  a  oook  with  a  grown  sonf— A. 
Vo,  sir. 

Q.  Fred  Tankersley,  residence  1367  £llia  street.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  this 
isatenementf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  tenement  house? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Is  not  1367  a  tenement  having  two  sides,  one  above  and  one  below! — ^A.  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  Is  there  not  two  houses  numbered  1367? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  This  might  be  so? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  found  two  houses  on  the  same  street  with  the  same  numbers ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  this  not  one  of  those  cases? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  £d  Dudley,  residence  1221  Ellis  street.  Mrs.  Lyeth  lives  there.  Did  you  go 
in  the  back  yard? — A.  We  took  her  word  for  it. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  lot  of  houses  in  the  yard  or  lot  in  the  rear  of  the  house  occupied 
by  negroes? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  say  there  is  not  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Can't  you  go  behind  the  house  in  an  L  or  alley  like  and  find  several  houses 
occupied  by  negroes? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  You  have  no  recollection  of  going  back  in  that  alley  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Frank  Glenn,  resideuce  1357  Ellis  street.  What  did  you  find  here? — A.  Saw 
his  wife  and  she  said  Frank's  age  was  not  21,  but  she  said  he  was  27  years  old. 

Q.  You  do  not  kuow  her? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you'  know  she  was  his  wife? — A.  I  do  not  know  only  what  she  told  me. 

Q.  Was  she  black  or  a  mulatto? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  You  usually  carried  the  paper  in  your  hand  on  which  you  made  the  memoran- 
dums?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  she  was  frightened  by  your  inquiry? — A.  I  do  not 
recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  personal  knowledge  that  she  lived  there? — A.  No, 
sir ;  we  only  found  her  there. 
Q.  Did  you  ever  see  her  before  this  visit? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Would  you  recognize  her  if  you  Raw  her  again? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  William  Terry,  residence  1210  Ellis  street.  You  say,  ^^Charity  Parker  sa^she 
does  not  live  in  her  yard.''  Who  is  Charity  Parker? — A.  A  coloi'ed  woman  is  all 
that  1  know. 

Q.  Yon  say  she  was  a  colored  woman? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Isn't  that  around  or  behind  the  corner? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Is  that  not  the  place  Mrs.  O'Brien  lives? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  people  in  the  neighborhood? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  kuow  who  this  woman  was,  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  she  was  the  wife  of  Terry? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  was  the  woman  of  this  man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  She  might  have  been? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  lived  there? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  recognize  her  if  you  saw  her  again? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  saw  her  before? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  Nor  since? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  a  white  woman  about  this  man? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Henry  Hampton,  residence  1363^  Ellis  street.  Is  this  not  a  tenement  house?— 
A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  You  admit  that  there  are  tenement  houses  on  this  very  street?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  houses  with  the  same  number,  two  houses  with  the  same  number f— A. 
There  may  be. 

Q.  Who  is  it  that  lives  there? — A.  Lew  Sims. 

Q.  Is  she  white  or  black? — A.  Black,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Young  or  old? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Is  she  not  a  lewd  woman  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  she  presented  the  appearance  of  a  lewd  woman? — A*  I  do 
not  recollect  anything  about  her. 

Q.  She  may  be? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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(^.  Yoa  do  not  romember  seeing  women  when  you  were  there  that  you  recognized 
M  kwd  women  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  remember  seeing  some  dressed  in  the  characteristic  dress  of  loose 
women f — ^A.  Well,  sometimes  lewd  women  dress  up  and  look  all  right. 

(^.  Don't  yoa  know  what  a  notoriously  lewd  woman  would  look  like  f — A.  Some- 
times they  dre^s  np  very  fine,  and  look  very  lino,  and  dress  so  well  that  they  do  not 
look  like  lewd  wouieu. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  she  is  not  a  lewd  woman f — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  Proven  to  be  a  woman  of  notorionsly  lewd  character,  would  you  believe  her 
when  on  her  oathf — A.  She  could  toll  the  truth  and  its  owing  to  circumstances 
whether  I  wonld  believe  her. 

Q.  Wonld  yon  believe  her  in  anything  she  would  tell  you— if  you  knew  her  to  be 
ft  negro  boldly  lewd  and  keeping  a  lewd  houHe  of  the  most  disreputable  character — 
it'  yon  should  ask  her  if  a  certain  man  or  woman  lived  there? — A.  I  do  not  know;  I 
mij^ht,  and  I  might  not. 

(^.  Joseph  Alexander,  residence  1245  Ellis  street.  You  say  Lucy  Hunt  lives  there 
and  she  says  no  such  man  lives  there.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  any  such  man 
rexi^teredf — ^A.  Not  of  mv  own  knowledge. 

i^.  Yon  aske<l  for  Joseph  Alexander? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(i.  You  did  not  a&k  fur  auy  othor? — A.  No,  sir. 

<^.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  Lucy  Hunt  lived  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  Joseph  Alexander  lived  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  James  Alexnnrler  was  regiHtered,  you  were  not  inquiring  for  him? — A.  No, 
lir. 

(^.  Henry  Mack,  residence  1213  Kllis  street.  This  is  the  same  Lizzie  Harnett  that 
you  have  beeu  talking  about? — A.  It  might  have  been  the  same  and  it  might  not. 
It  miffht  have  been  the  same  one. 

Vj.  Don't  yon  know  that  they  both  run  lewd  houses? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

^.  Dout  you  know  that  they  both  were  acting  as  lowd  women? — A.  I  do  not 
kuow. 

(^  Were  they  not  known  to  Mr.  Mixon? — A.  I  rlo  not  recollect  that  he  said  any- 
thine  as  to  the  character  of  the  place. 

<^.  Do  you  not  know  that  this  man  was  summoned  before  the  registration  board 
sod  showed  that  he  did  live  there? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  lives  there  now? — A.  1  do  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  that  he  lived  there  then?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  lived  there  before? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  K.  C.  Bennelield,  residence  1210  Ellis  street.  You  say  no  such  man  lives  thore. 
How  do  yon  know? — A.  I  was  told  so. 

t^.  Who  told  you? — A.  I  do  not  know  who  told  me. 

i^.  Yi»u  have  no  recollection? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  black? — A.  Black,  1  think. 

V.  Man  or  woman? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

<i.  lirown  people  or  children? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

W-  Vou  have  forgotten,  it  beinj;;  three  months  since  the  transaction? — A    Ye^,  sir. 

(^.  Yon  have  no  memory  of  the  matter^ — A.  >io,  sir;  1  have  no  memory  oi  the 
matter. 

y.  Do  you  remember  meeting  Cloe  Williams? — A.  I  do  not. 

^.  Do  yon  not  remember  meeting  lier;  that  she  keeps  a  Htoru? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Yon  can  not  say  who  told  you  at  this  place  that  he  did  not  live  there? — A.  No^ 
lir. 

^.  It  might  have  been  a  child  or  an  old  man? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  was  a  child. 

(^.  Were  they  whit**  or  colored? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  was  white  people,  I  think 
it  was  colored  peo])le  that  told  me. 

^.  You  do  not  remember  whether  they  were  young  or  old  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  might  have  beeu  his  wife?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  grandmother?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Heury  Hampton,  residence  1363^  Kllis  street.  Who  did  yon  say  lived  there? — 
A.  Lnla  Smith,  and  no  such  man  lived  there  is  what  I  was  told. 

Q.  Then  you  have  previously  given  this  name? — A.  I  may  have. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  it  was  that  was  speaking  to  yoii  the  first  time? — A.  1  do 
not  recollect. 

<i.  Were  there  more  than  one  speaking  to  you? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

V-  Refer  back  to  your  list  and  see  if  you  investigated  two  such  men.  Did  you 
wok  for  two  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

V-  You  might  have  put  the  name  down  twice  by  mistake? — A.  Y''es,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  the  same  name  and  same  number? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  Did  you  investigate  any  two  such  men? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  now. 

Q.  You  can  not  teliwhether  yon  were  mistaken  or  not?— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  If  only  one  was  regiotered,  yon  wore  intendinf?  to  look  for  onef — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  likely  that  two  men  from  the  same  place,  by  the  same  name,  and  at  the 
same  age  registered f    Is  that  likely  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  yon  swear  to  two  registering? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Reuben  Watts,  residence  1355  £1118  street.  Monk  William  lived  there  and 
knew  of  no  such  party.  Do  you  know  that  Monk  lived  there f — A.  Not  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  old  he  was? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  he  old  or  young  looking? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  Reuben  Watts  lived  there  and  moved  away? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  across  the  street? — A.  1  do  not  recollect  now. 

Q.  Did  they  not  know  Mr.  Mixon  in  thai  part  of  Ellis  street? — ^A.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect. 

Q.  Are  not  the  numbers  mixed  in  thatHCction  of  Ellis  street? — ^A.  I  do  notrecoUect. 

Q.  Have  you  not  testified  to  this  as  to  1367  and  other  numbers? — ^A.  I  found  some 
irregularities  in  the  numbers  at  timen  while  I  was  investigating. 

Q.  Owens  Gaines,  residence  1122  Ellis  street.    Spell  the  name? — ^A.  O-a-i-n-e-s. 

Q.  Bave  you  his  age? — A.  Thirty-one. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  any  such  man  registered? — A.  Not  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  it  was  Oweus  James,  aud  not  Owens  Gaines,  that 
re^stered? — A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  intended  for  James  aud  not  Gaines?— A.  I 
do  not. 

Q.  It  looks  like  Gaines  and  not  James? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  down  ju^t  Owens  Gaines  at  the  numbrr  you  have  given? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  all  you  know  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Dave  Green,  residence  1246  Green  stieet.  Yon  say  ''No  such  person  in  the  com- 
munity;''  how  do  you  know? — A.  That  is  the  information  that  I  got  there. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  the  name  of  your  informant? — A    No.  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  put  down  the  name? — A.  No,  sir;  the  people  told  me. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  to  the  name  being  registered  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  ask  for  anybody  else? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Charles  Harris,  residence,  1358  Green  street.  You  say,  a  vacant  lot.  Did  yon 
find  Charles  Harris? — A.  I  do  not  know.  The  information  is  that  it  is  a  vacant  lot, 
and  supposed  that  there  could  be  no  such  number. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  for  him  at  the  next  door? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  He  might  have  lived  there? — A.  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  Sam  T.  Scott,  residence,  1141  Green  street;  you  have  it  that  there  is  no  such 
number,  and  that  the  highest  number  on  the  square  is  1136.  Did  you  inquire  in  the 
alley,  as  well  as  on  the  street? — A.  I  do  not  think  we  inquired  in  any  alley  for  him; 
he  was  registered  on  the  street. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  an  alley  in  the  rear,  is  there  not? — A.  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  city? — A.  I  am  with  some  portions  of  it. 

Q.  In  the  rear  of  the  houses  on  Green  street,  between  Tenth  and  Eleventh  streets, 
there  is  an  alley  running  from  street  to  street,  is  there  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know 
there  is  such  an  alley. 

Q.  It  is  occupied  almost  exclusively  by  negroes,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  look  in  this  alley  for  Sara  Scott? — A.  When  directed  to  the  alley  we 
went  to  the  alley  there,  and  when  to  Green  we  went  there. 

Q.  You  could  not  find  him  ? — A.  We  looked  for  this  number,  and  there  was  no  such 
number. 

Q.  He  might  have  lived  at  the  place? — A.  I  do  not  know  where  he  lived. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Sam  Scott? — A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  John  Scott,  residence  1246  Gwinnett  street.  Who  told  you  that  he  did  not  live 
in  the  community? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  is  now? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  is  in  the  county  jail?  What  were  yon  told? — A.  I  do 
not  recollect,  only  that  they  said  no  such  person  lived  in  the  community. 

Q.  Did  you  take  your  information  aud  compare  with  the  jail  record  to  show 
whether  he  was  in  jail  or  not? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  J.  D.  Parker,  resideuce,  1246  Green  street.  You  say  O.  K.  Who  told  yon?— A. 
I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Were  your  informants  white  or  black? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  All  that  you  know  is  that  you  marked  him  O.  K.  from  the  information  received?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  he  lived  there  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  a  yellow  or  black  negro? — A.  I  <lo  not  know. 

Q.  Young  or  old? — ^A.  1  do  not  know. 
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Q.  Yonr  inforraHut  might  ha^e  been  hiA  mother? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  Or  grandmother f — A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  recognize  him  if  yoasaw  him  again  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  <'eorge  Wiley,  residence  1246  Green  street.  Yon  have  it,  '' No  such  person  in 
the  community.'' — A.  That  is  what  I  have  here. 

Q.  Who  told  yonf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Have  yoa  got  his  age  down  as  23  f — A.  Y^es,  sir. 

Q.  If  the'psrty  that  yon  were  hunting  for  was  23  and  the  party  registered  was  25, 
yoa  were  not  looking  for  the  one  that  was  25  f — A.  Let  me  understand  you. 

Q.  If  George  Wiley  is  25  years  old  on  the  registration  list  you  were  not  looking 
for  him,  bnt  another  who  is  23  years  oldf — A.  f  was  looking  for  George  Wiley,  age 
or  no  age,  and  they  said  there  was  no  such  person  there. 

Q.  And  you  always  put  down  the  information  that  was  given  yonf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  this  the  same  George  Wiley  that  yon  have  already  mentioned? — A.  It 
don't  look  so. 

Q.  Who  told  you  about  the  man? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Richard  Diggs,  residence  between  Twelfth  and  Thirteen  streets,  on  Green  street. 
Yoa  say  no  such  party  could  be  found? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  negroes  live  on  this  block? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  I>on*t  yon  think  fully  three  hundred  people  live  on  this  block? — A.  I  do  not 
think  so.    There  is  a  great  many. 

Q.  Is  there  not  250 ^A.  I  expect  there  is. 

Q.  Of  how  many  did  yon  incjuire  about  this  man? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Did  yon  ask  two  about  him? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  yon  ask  three? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  some  of  whom  you  made  inquiries? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Where  were  these  people  of  whom  j'ou  inquired? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own 
knowledge,  bnt  I  found  them  on  the  block. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  the  investigation  in  the  daytime  or  at  night?— A.  In  the  day- 
time. 

(4.  Ib  it  not  a  rule  that  the  men  are  at  work  in  the  daytime? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  we 
foond  some  luen  at  home. 

Q.  Bat  yon  nsually  met  women? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  usually  got  your  information  from  the  women? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  Friendship  alley  is? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  into  (Yiendship  alloy  inquiring  for  this  man? — A.  I  do  not  know 
thst  I  didon  this  occasion,  but  we  did  go  in  this  alley  investit;ating. 

Q.  Did  you  go  in  thereon  this  occasion  ? — A.  Think  not;  this  alley  is  not  on  Green 
street. 

Q.  Does  it  not  open  u]>  into  Green  stret^t? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  yon  went  into  this  alley  looking  for  this  man? — A.  I 
<ionot  recollect.  I  did  not  go  into  the  alley  looking  for  people  nnless  looking  for 
people  living  there,  or  we  were  directed  there. 

i^.  Qnincy  Hall,  residence  1332  Green  street.  Who  did  you  say  lived  there? — A. 
Mrs.  Loo  Chong. 

Q.  Is  she  a  Chineste  woman? — A.  She  is  a  Chinnman's  wife. 

Q.  Does  she  talk  the  Englisli  language  f — A.  iShe  seemed  to  understund  me  and 
Ulkeii  back. 

^.  Can  yon  talk  Chinese? — A.  Of  course  I  can't. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  a  row  of  houses  are  on  Green  street  called  the  Dub  houses? — 
A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  know  them  by  that  name. 

(^.  But  yon  know  the  row  of  houses  on  tlie  street  near  the  canal  above  McKinnie 
street?— a'.  Yes,  sir. 

(j.  Is  it  not  the  continuation  of  one  large  house  with  different  doors  fronting  on 
the  street?— A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  How  many  doors  has  the  honse  got  to  it? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

^.  At  how  many  of  these  doors  did  you  ask  for  this  man? — A.  I  do  not  know;  I 
do  not  recollect. 
Q.  You  know  that  yon  asked  her? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  you  asked  at  any  other  door? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

<^.  Henry  Dove,  residence  246;  you  say  no  such  person  by  that  name.  Who  did 
}oa  ask  about  this  man? — A.  The  people  I  lound  there. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  black? — A.  I  suppose  that  they  were  colored  peoi)le. 
Q.  Were  they  men  or  women? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  that  you  asked  of  a  woman?— A.  I  do  not  recollect;  I  might 
kave. 

Q.  Don*t  you  know  that  it  was  his  wife  you  were  talking  to? — A.  I  do  not. 
Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  was  the  keeper  of  a  lewd  house? — A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  Marion  Lockett,  age  21;  residence  1244  Green  street.    You  have  him  marked 
0.  K.    Who  was  it  that  told  yon  that  he  was  all  right? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 
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Q.  Somebody  told  yoa  that  he  wa«  all  right  aod  yon  put  it  downf — A.  Yes^iir. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  whether  it  was  reliable  and  worthy  of  credence  or  not— A.  1 
have  no  right  to  donbt  it. 

Q.  Yon  considered  it  good  because  you  got  it,  and  you  had  no  right  to  donbt  itf— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Anything  that  the  neighbors  told  you  or  said  you  put  it  down  f — A.  It  was  the 
best  we  could  get. 

Q.  Yon  got  some  of  all  kinds  of  information  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Walter  Monroe ;  residence  1281.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  any  sach  man 
was  registered  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  did  not  the  party  register  as  W.  G.  Monroe  f — ^A.  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  Did  he  not  register  as  21,  instead  of  25  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  were  only  looking  for  Walter  Monroe  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  D'Antignac,  1236  Green  street',  age,  21.  You  say  that  Mary  D'Antignae 
lived  there  and  don*t  know  snch  a  person  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  woman  did  she  look  to  be  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  how  she 
looked. 

Q.  Was  she  a  mulatto  or  black  woman  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  an  assignation  house  when  you  see  it f — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  do. 

Q.  Are  yon  prepared  to  say  that  it  was  a  house  of  this  character f — A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  she  keeps  a  house  of  this  character f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  She  Kftve  you  the  information? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  has  a  son  by  that  name? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  only  know  that  which  you  have  stated? — A.  That's  all. 

Q.  Bishop  Cnmmings,  residence  1222  Green  street.  You  say  there  is  no  such  house 
on  the  block.     How  do  you  spell  the  name? — A.  C-u-m-m-i-n-g. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  to  sx>ell  the  lirst  name. — A.  B-i-s-h<o-p. 

Q.  Are  yon  prepared  to  swear  that  any  snch  man  registered? — A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Was  there  no  man  by  the  name  of  tiishop  Crumbley  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  lookeil  for  Bishop  Commings? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  he  was  not  registered,  you  were  not  looking  for  him,  were  you? — A.  That  is 
the  name  that  I  had  to  investigate. 

Q.  David  Brooks,  a^e  24,  residence  in  1347  Green  street.  Yon  say  that  Rev.  Jack- 
son lived  tliere  and  said  no  such  man  was  there  to  his  knowledge? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  the  yard? — A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  lot  of  houses  or  one  largo  house  with  several  doors  where  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  negro  people  live? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Rev.  .Jackson? — A.  I  recollect  meeting  him. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  the  yard  at  all? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  went  into  the  yard,  as  I 
know  him  and  supposed  he  is  honest. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  this  man  lives  in  that  yard  with  the  woman,  the  Tolbert 
woman? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  he  does  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Eugene  Washington,  residence  1426  Green  street.  Are  yon  prepared  to  swear 
that  any  such  man  at  such  a  number  was  registered? — A.  Of  my  own  knowledge  I 
do  not  know. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  registered  from  1246? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  snch  a  number? — A.  I  do  not  know;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  anything,  even  after  looking  at  the  list? — ^A.  I  can  remem- 
ber some  tilings. 

Q.  You  only  have  the  list  from  which  to  testify,  and  in  many  cases  your  memo- 
randum dtes  not  even  refresh  your  memory,  does  it? — A.  In  a  great  many  things  it 
is  so. 

Q.  Will  Washington,  residence  1236  Green  street.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that 
any  such  name  is  registered? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Might  it  not  have  been  Willis  Washington? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  intended  for  Willis  Washington  or  not? — A.  It 
may  have  been  so. 

Q.  The  names  on  your  list  are  sometimes  hard  to  read,  are  they  not? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  not  Willis  Washington  live  between  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  streets  od 
Green  street? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  he  not  one  of  the  employees  of  the  city? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Henry  Zackery,  age  21,  residence  1259  Green  street.  Are  you  prepared  to  say 
that  that  colored  man  does  not  live  in  the  yard  of  Mrs.  Vonderleith  ? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
Mrs.  Vonderleith  says  he  did  not. 

Q.  You  only  swear  that  she  said  so? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  large  house  in  the  yard  occupied  by  negroes? — A.  She  told  me 
that  she  had  no  colored  man  living  there. 
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Q.  John  L0wta,  reaidenoe  1246  Green  street.  Yon  say  that  Willie  Reynolds  liTea 
there,  and  she  knows  of  no  such  person.  Do  you  know  who  she  isf — A.  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  [s  she  a  boy,  or  man  or  woman? — A.  A  woman. 

Q.  Do  women  have  the  name  of  Willie  f — A.  Some  do. 

(j.  Don't  you  know  that  she  was  a  lewd  woman  f — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  she  was  a  virtuous  woman! — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  When  she  told  you  she  did  not  know  this  man  you  had  finished  the  investiga* 
tiunf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  further  inquiries? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Yon  may  have? — A.  Yes, sir. 

tj.  And  you  may  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  the  talking  at  this  house,  yon  or  Mr.  Mizon?— A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Bishop  Crumley,  residence  1222  Green  street.  You  say  yon  can't  find  any  such 
man.    Don't  yon  know  there  is  a  mistake  here? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

(^.  You  have  the  name  of  Crumley  and  Cummin^  on  your  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

i^.  They  were  given  to  you  as  two  separate  and  distinct  registrations  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  yon  prepared  to  swear  that  two  men,  one  by  the  name  of  Cummins  and 
one  by  the  name  oi  Crnmley,  were  registered? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  It  may  have  been  a  mistake  in  putting  the  name  down? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Henry  Evans,  residence  1216  Telfair  street.  You  say  on  your  memorandum  that 
Lncy  Tant  lives  there  and  says  that  this  man  does  not.  Who  is  Lucy  Tant? — A.  I 
do  not  know. 

Q.  She  was  a  colored  woman? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^.  Was  she  black  or  a  mulatto? — A.  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  OldoryonnK? — A,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  she  is  a  lewd  woman? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  she  not  keep  a  lewd  house? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  she  was  a  virtuous  woman? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Joseph  Smith,  residence  1213  Ellis  street.  Did  you  investigate  this  name? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  told  you  about  this  man  not  living  at  the  alleged  residence? — A.  I  do  not 
know. 

(^.  Was  it  a  man  or  woman  that  told  yon? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

(4.  Do  yon  remember  meeting  a  woman  by  the  name  of  Cloy?'— A.  I  do  not 
reculleot. 

Q.  Don*t  yon  know  that  yon  anked  a  lowd  woman  abont  this  man? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  this  number  is  a  lewd  house  kept  by  this  woman? — A.  I 
do  not  know. 

Q.  John  Mahoney,  age  22,  rebidence  1225  Telfair  street.  What  do  yon  mean  by 
ssyinff  that  1225  is  where  1223  should  be? — A.  I  mean  that  1225  comes  where  or  in 
the  placo  where  1223  should  be. 

Q.  The  number  1225  is  on  the  bouse? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  street  is  numbered  wrong? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

<^.  According  to  3'onr  statement  it  is,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see  there? — A.  Sallie  Maddox,  and  was  told  that  John  Mahoney 
did  not  live  there. 

Q.  Did  Sallie  tell  you  this? — A.  1  do  not  say  so.    1  do  not  not  say  who  told  me. 

Q.  It  might  have  been  Sallie,  or  someone  else? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Sallie? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Didyou  ever  see  her  before  yiis  investigation? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  she  was  white  or  black? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  she  was  a  lewd  woman? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

<j.  Do  you  not  know  that  it  was  a  lewd  house? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Robert  W.  Ford,  residence  1233  Telfair  street.  Yon  say  he  was  O.  K.  Who  told 
Toa  he  was  all  right? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Was  it  a  man  or  woman? — A.  I  can't  say. 

(^.  You  do  not  know  what  his  name  was? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  O.  K? — A.  1  mean  that  he  lived  there  and  was  23  yeara 
old. 

Q.  If  somebody  had  been  fooling  you  you  would  not  have  known  any  better? — ^A. 
Xo.  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  believe  that  people  would  jolly  a  manlike  yon? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  took  it  for  a  fact? — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Yon  took  it  that  they  were  oonscieutions?  A. — I  hail  no  right  to  doubt  what 
they  said. 

Q.  Will  Thomas,  residence  1223  Telfair  street.  Yon  say  that  Sallie  Maddox  told 
Ton  that  she  did  not  know  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  she  keeps  a  lewd  house? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  she  is  a  lewd  woman  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  a  large  number  live  in  the  yard  at  this  nnmberf— A.  I 
do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  say  that  this  is  not  sof — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  he  occupied  a  room  in  the  yard  unknown  to  this  womsnf — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  to  the  contrary? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  John  Perry,  residence  1216  Telfair  street.  Yon  say  that  Lucy  Taut  lives  there 
and  is  a  brother  of  John  Perry,  and  that  he  is  35  years  old? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  he  is  registered  f — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  was  his  wife? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  She  was  a  woman  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  she  could  be  his  brother  is  what  I  wish  to  know  f — A.  I  have  it  down 
that  way. 

Q.  By  saying  that  she  was  his  brother  you  do  not  mean  tu  impugn  her  sexf— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  She  did  not  say  how  she  knew  his  agef — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  believed  herf — A.  I  had  no  reason  to  doubt. 

Q.  You  always  supposed  that  negro  women  were  telling  you  the  truth  f — ^A.  Yes, 
air:  when  I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  them. 

Q.  If  you  met  anyone  they  would  give  you  the  truth,  is  what  you  thought  f— A.  If  I 
meet  you  and  you  tell  me  anything,  I  would  believe  you. 

Q.  But  you  do  not  put  yourself  in  comparison  with  a  lewd  woman,  negro  woman?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  might  not  believe  them  every  time? — A.  I  might  not  do  it  every  time. 

Q.  You  think  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  is  higher  morally  and  mentally  than  the  negro 
race? — A.  Ycm,  sir. 

Q.  Lawrence  Johnson,  you  say  he  was  O.  Kf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  told  you  sof — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  colored? — A.  I  suppose  they  were  rolored. 

Q.  Why  do  you  suppose  they  were  colored? — A.  I  was  looking  for  colored  men. 

Q.  Might  have  been  colored  or  white? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say,  or  supposed,  he  was  21  and  lived  at  the  number,  from  the  information 
that  you  received? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  put  him  down  as  O.  K? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  If  he  did  not  live  there  at  the  number  and  was  not  of  that  age,  they  were  fool- 
ing you? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  had  no  right  to  doubt  them. 

Q.  As  you  had  no  right  to  doubt  them,  you  believed  them? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Jim  Johnson,  what  have  you  got  to  say  about  him? — A.  He  worked  on  the 
gang  two  years  ago  and  was  a  grown  man  then. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  told  so. 

Q.  Who  told  yuu? — A.  The  people  at  the  number  told  me. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  he  was  a  grown  man  at  the  time 
he  was  on  the  gang? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  a  man  conld  have  been  on  the  gang  when  he  was  18  or  19 
years  of  age  and  be  21  now  or  at  the  time  of  registration  two  years  afterwards? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  he  could  have. 

Q.  Don't  a  negro  19  years  old  look  like  he  was  grown,  as  a  usual  thing? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Then  a  man  could  have  been  19  years  of  age  two  years  ago,  worked  on  the 
gang  at  that  time,  and  still  be  only  21  when  he  registered? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  this  was  so  in  this  case? — A.  I  do  not  know  so. 

Q.  What  name  did  you  have  registered  at  1245  Telfair  street? — A.  Henry  Van  Van. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  any  such  nameison  the  registration  list?— A. 
Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Spell  the  name. — A.  V-a-n  V-a-n. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  that  that  is  the  name  that  you  have  on  your  list? — A.  It  is  not 
my  own  writing,  and  it  might  have  been  copied  from  another  list  and  taken  down 
wrong. 

Q.  If  no  such  man  or  person  was  registered  your  efforts  in  investigating  the  name 
were  wasted,  were  they  not? — A.  It  seems  so. 

Q.  Will  Bilges,  residence  1406  Telfair  street.  You  say  there  is  no  such  num- 
ber?— A.  That  IS  what  I  have  on  my  memorandum. 

Q.  You  have  just  testified  that  in  some  respects  and  in  some  oases  on  this  very 
street  that  the  numbers  are  irregular  and  unreliable,  and  that  you  have  been  unable 
to  locate  them.  Might  there  not  be  such  a  number? — A.  After  careful  investigation 
we  could  not  find  it.    There  is  no  1300  or  1400  blocks. 

Q.  Balie  Williams,  age  21.  What  residence  have  you  for  him? — A.  Three  doors 
from  Marbury,  on  Telfair  street. 

Q.  Which  side  of  the  street? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect  now. 
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Q.  Did  yon  iiiTestiffate  on  both  sides  of  the  street? — A.  That  was  our  rule. 

Q.  Did  yoa  |(o  on  both  sides  of  the  street,  three  doors  from  the  comer  f — A.  I 
suppose  so. 

Q.  Did  yoa  ^o  to  the  four  different  places f— A.  If  I  had  not  I  would  not  have 
made  a  carefol  investigation. 

(j.  1)0  yon  know  whether  yon  did  or  not,  positively,  in  this  case? — A.  I  do  not 
recollect. 

Q.  Yon  would  not  say  positively? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recollect. 

(j.  Do  you  know  this  man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  the  information  as  to  this  man? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  White  or  colored? — A.  Colored,  I  suppose.  We  were  not  looking  for  white. 
AH  that  we  were  investigating  were  colored  men. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  of  white  people  at  all  when  you  were  investigating? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
as  fir  as  was  convenient. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  the  persons  before  of  whom  you  made  your  inquiries? — A.  I 
do  sot  know. 

Q.  Have  von  ever  seen  them  since? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  John  Slooum,  residence,  1223  Telfair  street.  What  have  you  got  about  him?-^ 
A.  Sallie  Maddox  lives  where  1223  should  be  and  knows  of  no  such  person. 

Q.  What  is  there  at  1223;  you  say  that  she  lives  where  that  number  should  be? — 
A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  What  number  did  you  go  to  when  you  inquired  for  him  ? — A.  I  suppose  1223. 
I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  You  do  not  swear  that  you  went  to  1223?— A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  character  of  Sallie  Maddox? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  is  a  woman  of  reputed  lewd  character? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  keeps  a  lewd  liouse? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

(j.  Don't  you  know  that  the  house  is  a  lewd  plaoe^a  house  in  which  colored  men 
ind  women  meet  for  lewd  purposes? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  her? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  never  there  before? — A.  No,  sir.    If  I  ever  have  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

(^.  It  might  be  such  a  place  for  all  that  you  know  ? — A.  It  might  be. 

Q.  £.  U.  Mackey.    Spell  the  name. — A.  M-a-z-k-e-y. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  answer  that  any  such  name  was  registered? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  hunting  for  this  man? — A.  To  1119  l^lfair  street. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see  there? — A.  Isom  Stuart. 

(j.  What  did  he  tell  you? — A.  That  they  knew  of  no  such  man. 

(j.  If  no  such  man  was  registered  then  your  time  was  wasted,  was  it  not? — A.  I 
inppose  so. 

The  hour  for  recess  for  dinner  having  arrived,  a  recess  was  decreed  until  3  p.  m., 
Mr.  Montgomery  still  on  the  stand  and  the  cross-examination  to  be  continued. 

CouRT-HousB,  January  6, 1896, 
Taking  of  testimony  be^n  at  3  p.  m. 
Appearing  for  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq. ;  appearing  for  contestant,  B.  M. Gross,  esq. 

6.  W.  MONTGOMERY  on  the  stand,  and  cross-examination  continued  for  contestee. 

By  Mr.  Lauab: 

Q.  Robert  Wilson,  residence  1210  Telfair  street.  Who  is  Mrs.  Simms  ?— A.  A  white 
lady. 

Q.  Do  you  know  her  personally? — A.  No,  sir. 

(j.  Where  did  you  see  her? — A.  At  this  number. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  you  saw  Mrs.  Simms? — A.  Saw  her:  she  said  it  was  her. 

Q.  Ton  mean  you  saw  Mrs.  Simms,  or  a  servant  who  saia  she  lived  there? — ^A.  I 
tsken  it  for  Mrs.  Simms;  of  course,  I  can't  say  it  was  her. 

Q.  At  this  time  are  yon  certain  it  was  her  and  not  a  servant  that  yon  saw? — ^A.  I 
eoosider  that  it  was  her,  as  I  have  it  Mrs.  Simms  on  the  list.  I  do  not  know  for 
certain. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  information  she  had  as  to  this  man  for  whom  you  were 
inanjring?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  she  knew  him? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  John  Mahoney,  residence  1233  Telfair  street.  You  say  Rose  Butler  lived  there 
lad  she  did  not  know  anyone  by  the  name  ?    Who  is  Rose  Butler  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  she  white  or  colored? — A.  She  was  colored,  I  suppose,  or  think  so,  because  I 
did  not  put  Mrs.  to  colored  people. 

Q.  Do  you  know  her  character?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  her  knowledge  of  this  man  was?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  she  lives? — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  of  my  own  Imowledge;  I  found 
W  there. 
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Q.  Dave  SummeraU,  residence  1235  Telfair  street.  Yon  say  he  was  O.  K.  f — ^A.  Tw; 
air. 

Q.  What  did  yon  find  abont  this  manf— A.  When  I  marked  them  O.  K.  aft«r 
investigation  my  information  was  that  he  lived  at  the  address  given  and  was  of  the 
proper  age. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  himf — A.  I  do  not  remember  now. 

Q.  Who  gave  yon  the  information  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  William  Smith,  residence  1222  Telfair  street.  What  did  yon  learn  abont  this 
manf — A.  I  do  not  recollect  without  consulting  my  memorandum. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  what  search  yon  made  for  Smith,  outside  of  and  without 
reference  to  your  memorandum  f — A.  No,  sir ;  only  that  we  made  it  a  point  to  inquire 
at  every  house  convenient  and  could  not  find  the  informatioui  and  went  to  others  in 
the  neighborhood. 

Q.  That  was  your  general  plan  of  action  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Suppose  that  a  house  was  vacant  or  shut  up,  what  would  yon  do  then  f— A.  Go 
to  the  house  on  either  side. 

Q.  Why  did  you  go  to  the  houses  on^  the  sides f— A.  We  tried  to  give  diligent 
search. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  speak  to  abont  this  man  Smith  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  whom  you  made  inquiries f — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  Do  you  know  that  they  were  residents  of  the  locality? — A.  No,  sir;  not  of  my 
own  knowledge. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  black? — A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Arthur  Smith,  residence  1229  Telfair  street.  Is  not  1229  baok  in  a  series  of 
alleys? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  houses  numbered  along  here? — ^A.  Some  of  the  honses  numbered. 

Q.  Is  there  such  a  number  as  1229? — A.  From  what  it  says  here  I  think  there  is. 

Q.  Where  this  number  is,  it  is  a  false  street  and  opens  up  on  the  bank  of  the 
canal,  does  it  not? — A.  I  thiuk  so. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  canal  runs  sidewise  into  the  street,  and  it  has  been  only 
lately  that  drays  could  pass  through  this  street  on  this  block?— A.  I  know  that  the 
street  runs  on  to  the  canal,  but  there  are  houses  np  there. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  truth  tnat  the  street  up  this  way  is  not  numbered?— A.  £very 
house  that  I  have  got  down  I  found. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  a  part  of  the  street  is  like  an  alley,  without  nnmbers?— A.  I 
could  not  say  positively  that  it  is.    I  found  houses  in  the  alley  that  were  numbered. 

Q.  Listen  to  what  yon  testified  to  abont  Will  Thomas;  he  registered  firum  1223 
Telfair  street;  ''Sallie  Maddox  lives  where  1223  should  be;''  don't  that  show  that 
there  was  no  1225  number  on  the  street? — A.  I  only  speak  from  what  I  have  gotten 
there.    My  notion  is  that  I  found  the  honses  numbered. 

Q.  Into  that  place,  into  that  sort  of  alley,  runs  Stinsons  alley,  does  it  not?.— A.  I 
could  not  recollect. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  perfect  nest  of  cabins  or  small  huts  filled  with  darkies? — A.  I  do 
not  call  to  mind. 

Q.  Is  it  not  possible  that  Mrs.  Hafer  could  have  lived  in  one  house;  and  in  another 
house  in  the  rear,  that  the  voter  could  stay  or  live  and  she  not  know  it? — A.  It  is 
possible  that  it  might  have  been  so,  that  she  did  not  know. 

Q.  Could  not  Mrs.  Hafer  have  lived  at  1229  Telfair  street,  and  according  to  the 
way  that  the  cabins  are  crowded  together  in  that  space  around  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, on  both  sides  and  in  the  rear,  there  people  live  at  practically  the  same  number 
without  her  knowing  who  were  residents  or  being  familiar  with  them  enough  to 
know  all  their  names? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  search  or  inquiry  she  had  ever  made  to  learn  whether  or 
not  he  was  a  resident  of  that  number  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  only  know  what  what  she  told  you? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Did  you  inquire  of  any  others  as  to  this  man? — A.  We  always  tried  others. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  put  it  down? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  put  down  what  she  said  and  not  what  the  others  said?— A.  I  put 
down  what  she  said  because  she  was  a  white  woman. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  others  you  asked  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  whether  or  not  they  were  white  or  colored? — ^A.  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  John  Williams,  residence,  comer  of  Tenth  and  Second  avenue.  Yon  say  that 
Jackson  Lewis  and  Abner  King  say  that  they  do  not  know  of  snch  a  person.  Do 
yon  know  either  of  these  gentlemen  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  black?— A.  I  suppose  they  wore  white. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  they  lived? — A.  No,  sir;  we  found  them  there. 

Q.  When  yon  saw  them,  were  they  in  the  yard  or  the  honse,  or  on  the  street?— A. 
I  coold  not  say. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  or  not  they  were  acquainted  with  John  Williams?— A. 
I  do  not  know. 
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Q.  Thomas  Young,  residence  Tenth  street,  between  Dasas  and  Hopkins  streets. 
Yoa  bare  him  O.  K.  Who  told  you  be  was  all  right  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  who  gave 
me  the  information. 

Q.  Yoa  do  not  know  of  whom  yon  inquired  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  me  your  usnal  way  of  secaring  your  information. — A.  We  usually  knocked 
<m  the  door  and  would  get  our  information  from  the  people  livinjo^  there,  and  if  we 
could  not  get  it  from  them  we  would  get  it  from  the  neighbors  living  near.  After 
careful  investigation  we  could  not  find  them  living  there,  would  say  so.  If  we  were 
informed  that  they  lived  there  we  would  say  so. 

(^.  If  you  were  told  wrong,  you  took  itf — ^A.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge 
that  they  U>ld  us  wrong;  they  might  have. 

Q.  When  you  found  a  party  you  made  a  memorandum  of  it  the  same  as  you  did 
when  you  did  not  find  th«m? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  John  L.  Hawes,  residence  1443  Tenth  street.  You  say  Jackson  Lewis  lives 
there  and  knows  no  such  man.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that? — A.  I  mean  that 
I  saw  Lewis  or  his  wife,  or  family,  or  the  people  at  the  house. 

(4,  Do  yon  know  who  they  were? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  character  or  the  veracity  of  a  single  one  of  those  from  whom 
TOO  got  your  information  f    (The  witness  said  the  question  was  too  hard  for  him). 

<^.  Yon  only  know  that  they  were  the  people  found  on  the  premises,  and  you  know 
only  what  they  told  youf— A.  That's  all.' 

ij.  Are  yon  Hurc  that  they  lived  at  the  honsef — A.  I  am  not  sure  that  they  lived 
there,  except  from  what  they  said. 

(^.  Willie  Keine,  residence  between  Telfair  and  Walker,  ou  Tenth  street.  Who 
gave  yon  the  information  about  this  man? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  information  did  you  get  about  himf — A.  It  was  that  he  lived  there  and 
was  a  legal  voter. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  what  was  said  there! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  may  have  met  himf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(j.  You  may  not  have  met  himf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  or  anything  to  refresh  your  memory  except  the  letters 
OK  f— A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  William  Dunn,  residence  near  the  Orphan  Asylum.  You  have  here  that  he 
lives  on  Myers  street  and  has  a  family. — A.  I  could  not  find  him  on  Estes  street. 

(4,  Can  you  sny  or  not  that  this  memorandum  in  this  particular  case  is  in  your 
handwriting  or  notf — A.  I  do  not  know  positively. 

Q.  I>ook  carefully  and  see. — ^A.  (After  an  inspection  of  the  memorandum.)  It  looks 
like  my  handwriting. 

Q.  The  Orphan  Asylum  sits  in  a  square,  does  it  notf — A.  No,  sir;  the  asylum  is  in 
a  large  lot. 

Q.  Is  it  not  bounded  on  the  north  by  Harper  street,  on  the  south  by  Railroad  ave- 
nue, and  runs  out  to  Fifteenth  street f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  what  streets  did  you  look  for  this  manf — A.  I  looked  for  him  on  £stes 
street. 

Q.  How  many  houses  did  you  examine  in  your  investigation  f— A.  I  do  not  recol- 
kct. 

Q.  How  long  is  Estes  street  f — A.  It  is  close  to  a  mile  long,  I  think. 

<J.  Do  yon  know  whether  or  not  he  lives  on  the  street f — A.  No,  sir. 

(j.  He  might,  for  all  you  know. — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  we  could  not  find  him,  after  care- 
ful investigation. 

(j.  The  &ct  that  you  could  not  find  him  is  not  conclasive  evidence  that  he  did  not 
live  on  the  street. — A.  Oh,  no,  sir. 

Q.  Russell  J.  Kitt,  residence  1438  Estes  street.  Is  the  writing  yours  ou  this  memo- 
randum f — ^A.  It  does  not  look  like  mine. 

^.  Would  you  say  positively  that  it  is  your  writing f — A.  I  do  not  think  I  made 
this  memorandum. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  abont  Kit,  without  the  use  of  the  memorandum  f — 
A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  meeting  anybody  and  asking  them  about  Kitf — A.  I  do  not 
recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  that  yon  asked  anyone  about  Kitf — A.  No,  sir. 

<^.  Is  it  Mr.  Mixon's  handwriting f — ^A.  It  does  not  look  like  Mr.  Mixon's  hand- 
writing. 

Q.  Yon  have  not  even  a  memorandum  of  your  own,  or  of  Mr.  Mixon's  from  which 
totcstifyf— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Joe  Barnes;  residence,  1001  Pieqnet  avenue.  Are  you  certain  that  the  houses  on 
Pif^aet  avenue  are  numbered  f — A.  Some  of  them  are. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  about  this  numberf — A.  There  is  no  suoh  number. 

<).  You  do  not  say  there  is  no  suoh  space  1001  f — ^A.  I  mean  that  I  do  not  find  any 
house  nombered  1001. 
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Q.  But  you  do  not  mean  that  there  ia  no  space  on  that  avenue  which  if  properly 
numbered  would  be  1001  f — A.  No,  air. 

Q.  There  may  bet — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Charlie  King ;  residence,  22  Wrights  ayeuue.  Where  is  that  a  venue  f — A.  That 
IB  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city. 

Q.  Axe  the  houses  numbered  on  this  street? — ^A.  Some  of  the  houses  are  numbered. 

Q.  Are  they  all  numbered? — A.  I  could  not  say  that  they  are  all  numbered. 

cj.  Is  it  not  true  that  this  is  a  comparatively  new  street,  new  bouses,  and  that  thej 
are  uot  numbered? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  this  number? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  number  near  to  this  number — A.  I  dp  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  say  there  is  no  such  number? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  (Handing  the  memorandum.)  What  is  that  name? — A.  Willie  Singfield;  resi- 
dence, Sharps  alley. 

Q.  Where  is  this  alley? — A.  1  do  not  recollect  where  it  is  right  now. 

Q*  Are  the  houses  in  the  alley  generally  numbered? — ^A.  Sometimes  they  are  and 
sometimes  they  are  not. 

Q.  But  they  are  not  usually  numbered  like  they  are  on  the  street,  are  they ;  yon 
found  them  principally  numbered  1,2, 3,  and  4,  and  so  on? — ^A.  Some  I  found  num- 
bered that  way. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  seeing  the  numbers  in  an  alley  running  over  100? — A.  I  do 
not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  did  not  find  them  numbered  according  to  the  system? — A.  I  do  not 
remember. 

Q.  What  is  your  best  recollection? — A.  The  numbers  varied  and  were  irregular. 

Q.  But  did  you  find  the  numbers  in  a  single  alley  according  to  the  system? — A.  I 
do  not  recoUeet  that  I  did. 

Q.  M^ght  it  not  be  that  persons  living  in  the  alley  would  give  a  number  that  could 
not  be  found,  and  still  might  be  in  the  alley  in  the  back  yard  of  the  house  of  that 
number  facing  on  the  regular  street? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Then  the  house  might  be  in  the  rear  of  tne  house  on  the  main  street? — A.  It 
might  be. 

Q.  You  did  not  find  the  number? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  (Giving  the  memorandum  to  the  witness.)  What  name  is  this  on  the  list?— A. 
John  Cane;  residence,  Higgins  alley,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  and  Green  and 
Ellis  streets. 

Q.  You  say  you  found  a  Higgins  alley,  but  no  Higgs  street,  and  no  man  living  in 
the  alley  by  that  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  Higgins  alley?— A.  Between  Eighth  and  Ninth  and  Green  and  Ellis 
streets. 

Q.  You  found  nobody  by  that  name  in  the  alley? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  alley  that  you  found — was  it  not  He^gies  alley? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  there  is  a  Higgins  alley  in  the  city?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  All  that  you  went  to  is  Heggies  alley  ?~ A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  find  a  Higgins  alley? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  These  alleys  are  given  difi'erent  names  by  different  people,  are  they  notf — A.  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  Some  of  them  are  known  by  the  name  of  the  man  that  owns  them,  and  when 
they  change  owners  thev  change  names,  do  they  not? — ^A.  That's  my  notion  about  it. 

Q.  Some  of  them  are  known  by  name? — A.  I  did  not  find  any  that  was  not  known 
by  some  name. 

Q.  Critzs  alley — did  you  find  this  alley? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  it  located? — A.  On  the  other  side  of  D'Antienao  street. 

Q.  You  say  that  Lizzie  Williams  lived  at  27  ? — A.  She  said  so ;  I  do  not  know  wheie 
she  lives  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Then  you  are  not  certain  where  she  lives? — A.  I  do  not  know  where. 

Q.  Tell  me  how  you  went  about  getting  your  information  in  this  alley. — A.  We 
went  to  the  house,  and  if  we  could  not  get  the  information  there  we  went  to  the 
other  houses. 

Q.  Then  somebody  misht  have  told  you  that  she  lived  there? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  she  had  any  means  of  knowing  this  man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  she  lived  there  or  not? — ^A.  No,  sir;  only  we  foand 
her  there. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  thought  she  was  there  to  arrest  this  man? — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Floyd  Tutt--did  you  hunt  for  him  in  Carters  alley?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  to  Carters  alley? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  there,  as  I  was  directed  there. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  that  he  registered  ftom  this  alley? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  There  is  a  Cotters  alley? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  such  an  alley.  I  do  not  know 
anything  but  what  I  have  down  here. 
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g.  Yon  did  not  find  U  Garten  alley  f-~A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  yoa  went  to  Cotters  alley  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

<j.  Where  is  Carters  alley? — A.  Jnst  on  the  other  side  of  D'Antignao  street. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  Carters  alley  isf — A.  I  do  not  recollect  now,  exactly. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  Cotters  alley  is  located? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  exactly  which  alley  it  was  that  you  went  to  in  hunting  for  this 
iDanf— A.  I  do  not  recoUect  where  I  did  go. 

A  recess  was  here  taken  until  Tuesday,  January  7,  1896,  Mr.  Montgomery  still  on 
the  stand  and  the  cross-examination  to  he  continued. 

CouRT-HousB,  January  7, 1896, 

Taking  of  testimony  hegan  at  10  a  m. 

Appearing  for  the  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  appearing  for  contestee,  C.  Henry 
Cohen,  esq. 

6.  W.  MONTGrOMERY  on  the  stand  for  contestant,  and  cross-examination  oontin* 
tud  for  conteatee. 

By  Mr.  Cohen  : 

Q.  Henry  Jenkins,  residence  1021  Gwinnett  street.  You  say  Josephine  Harrison 
lived  there  and  knew  no  such  man.  Do  you  know  that  she  lived  there? — A.  She  was 
the  cue  that  we  found  there.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  she  lived 
there. 

Q.  Was  she  white  or  colored? — A.  She  was  colored. 

Q.  Don*t  you  know  that  she  was  his  wife? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  his  mother? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  (>r  grandmother? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  her  character? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  she  was  kept  by  this  man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  she  was  a  lewd  woman? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  simply  know  that  she  said  she  did  not  know  a  man  by  that  name? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  all  that  you  know  she  might  have  been  deceiving  yon  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  believed  her? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Allen  Johnson,  residence  1421  Gwinnett  street.  Ton  say  Oliver  Shoemake  lives 
there  and  that  this  man  does  not;  are  yon  prepared  to  swear  that  Oliver  Shoemake 
lives  there? — A.  That  was  the  information  that  I  got  there. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  and  did  he  tell  you? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  there 
vhen  we  were  there  or  not,  but  some  one  told  me  he  lived  there. 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  that  Allen  Johnson  lived  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  you  asked?— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  it  a  man  or  a  woman? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Young  or  old? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  It  might  have  been  his  wife? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  might  have  been  trying  to  mislead  you  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  had  never  seen  them  before? — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  ever  seeing  them  since. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  you  would  recognize  them  if  you  were  to  see  them 
»gain?--A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Paul  Wallace,  residence  1468  Gwinnett  street.  Yon  say  Joe  Bugg  lives  there 
ttd  the  other  man  does  not.    Do  you  know  Joe  Bugg? — A.  No^  sir. 

Q.  You  never  heard  of  him  till  this  investigation? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  him  now  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  who  gave  yon  the  information? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  a  colored  or  white  person  ?— A.  Colored,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Han  or  woman? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  the  man  is  in  the  State? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  You  asked  if  this  man  lived  there,  and  they  said  he  did  not? — A.  YeSiSix. 

Q.  This  is  the  extent  of  your  information? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  would  not  recognize  them  now  if  you  saw  them? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  could  not  swear  whether  they  were  Chinese  or  negroes? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  that  you  happened  to  find,  and  they  gave  you  information,  yon  put  it 
down?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whether  it  was  reliable  or  not? — A.  I  put  down  what  the  people  I  inquired  of 
there  told  me. 

<^.  Yon  went  to  the  address  and  asked  of  the  people  that  you  found  there? — ^A. 
V«,  sir. 

Q.  If  there  was  no  one  at  home,  what  would  you  do? — ^A.  We  went  to  the  people 
in  the  other  houses. 

Q.  And  took  down  what  they  said? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Yon  made  no  effort  to  verify  this  information  f — A.  No,  eir. 

Q.  Simon  Walker,  residence  1210  Gwinnett  street.    Yon  say  this  namber  is  s Tacant 
lotf— A.  YeSySir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  such  a  man  registered? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  looked  over  the  registration  listf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  this  man  registered  from  another  address,  and  that  yon 
simply  got  it  down  wrong! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  1210  is  a  vacant  lotf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  a  house  at  1212  f — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Is  there  a  house  at  1208? — A.  I  conid  not  say. 

Q.  Is  there  a  house  at  1211? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  you  inquired  of  these  numbers  or  notf— A.  I  don't 
know  that  we  did. 

Q.  You  just  found  that  the  number  was  a  vacant  lot?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  have  lived  in  these  other  numbers? — A.  He  might. 

Q.  Henderson  Key.  residence  comer  of  Gwinnett  street  and  Pine  street.  Where 
did  you  go  hunting  for  this  man  ? — A.  I  went  to  the  corner  of  Gwinnett  and  Pine 
streets. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see  there? — A.  W^e  spoke  to  a  woman  there. 

Q.  W^hat  was  her  other  name? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  mean  that  you  did  not  ask  the  name  of  the  woman  to  whom  yon  talked?— 
A.  My  notes  say  Josephine,  and  I  do  n«>t  recollect  any  more. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  the  other  name  of  this  woman? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  It  was  not  tlio  relict  of  the  late  Napoleon,  his  wife? — A.  I  guess  not. 

Q.  Person  was  of  what  sex? — A.  I  suppose  she  was  a  woman. 

Q.  W^ho  gave  yon  the  information? — A.  She  did;  she  or  the  neighbors. 

Q.  It  might  have  been  the  neighbors? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  think  we  talked  to  her. 

Q.  Would  you  recognize  Josepnine  if  yon  saw  her  again? — A.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  would. 

Q.  You  had  never  seen  her  before? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  W^ho  told  you  her  name  was  Josephine? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  W^hen  you  went  there  and  asked  about  this  man,  she  said  she  did  not  know 
him? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Josephine  and  others. 

Q.  Who  were  the  others? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  put  down  the  names  of  the  others? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  she  lived  there  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  the  others  lived  there  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  How  many  corners  at  this  place? — A.  I  suppose  there  are  four  comers. 

Q.  That  is  known  as  Johannsen's  corner,  is  it  not? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Is  that  neighborhood  not  one  of  the  most  thickly  populated  sections  of  tins 
city? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Mostly  negroes  live  there,  do  they  not? — A.  I  could  not  say;  some  white  people 
live  there. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  the  houses  and  the  back  yards  to  see  if  negroes  lived  la 
there? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  search  did  you  make  for  this  man? — A.  We  tried  to  be  caiefiil 
and  get  the  best  information  that  we  could. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  into  the  yard? — A.  We  often  went  into  the  yards,  but  I  can't  eaj 
what  we  done  in  this  name. 

Q.  Yon  went  to  the  comers  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  residents  of  all  the  comers? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  now. 

Q,  Richard  Williams,  residence  1442  Gwinnett  street.  Are  yon  prepared  to  swear 
he  registered? — ^A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  did  he  not  register  at  1446  instead  of  1442? — A.  I  don't 
know. 

Q.  Did  he  not  register  at  1426? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  He  may  have,  for  all  you  know? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  seen  a  registration  list  and  how  the  name  appears  on  it?'-A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  how  it  appears  on  this  list?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  might  have  made  a  mistake  in  transcribing  the  name? — A.  I  suppose 
they  might. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  they  did  not?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  £.  B.  Butler,  residence  1372  Gwinnett  street.  He  registered  at  21,  and  yon  say 
he  is  26? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  told  yon  he  was  26?— A.  He  told  me  himself. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  it  was  E.  B.  Butler?— A.  It  was  a  man  and  I  sappose 
it  was  him;  he  said  so. 

Q.  Yon  never  saw  him  before? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  would  not  know  him  now  if  yon  were  to  see  him? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  A  man  that  yoa  met  who  told  yoa  he  was  £d.  Butler  told  yon  he  was  26  years 
oldf— A.  Yes,  air." 

Q.  Bat  of  yonr  own  personal  knowledge  you  do  not  know  that  it  was  that  monf — 
A.  No.  sir. 
Q.  Did  he  ask  yon  your  agef — A.  No,  sir. 

A.  Did  he  not  nave  as  much  right  to  ask  your  age  as  you  had  to  ask  hisf — A.  Tes, 
air;  and  I  would  have  told  him. 

Q.  Who  said  he  registered  as  21  years  of  agef — A.  The  man  that  made  out  the  list 
that  I  have. 

Q.  Who  were  you  with  when  yon  asked  himf — A.  Mr.  Mixon  was  with  me. 

Q.  Tou  had  the  book  in  your  hand  when  yon  called  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  asked  him  if  he  lived  there? — A.  I  asked  for  £.  B.  Butler,  and  found  him. 

Q.  And  what  did  yon  say  to  himf — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Mr.  Mixon  was  present  with  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  or  not  you  spoke  to  anyone  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  day  or  night  when  yon  were  there  f — A.  It  was  daytime. 

Q.  At  what  hour  was  itf — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Eddie  WiUiams,  residence  comer  of  Gwinnett  anxl  Twelfth  streets.  Who  did 
yoa  say  told  yon  he  lived  there  f — A.  Gibbs  Hey  ward. 

Q.  Where  did  he  livef — A.  We  found  him  at  the  corner  of  Gwinnett  and  Twelfth 
streets. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  f — A.  He  told  me  that  he  did  not  know  him. 

Q.  Did  yon  ask  anybody  else? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  who  else  I  asked. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  to  all  four  corners  f — A.  1  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  he  lived  on  the  comer? — A.  I  supposed  that  he  lived  on 
the  corner. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  he  knew  Eddie  Williams? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  comer  of  Gwinnett  and  Twelfth  streets  is  notorious  for  the  congregating 
place  of  negroes,  is  it  not? — A.  Not  that  I  know. 

Q.  It  is  known  as  the  Johannsen  comer,  is  it  not? — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  bar  on  both  comers? — A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  know  there  is  one. 

Q.  Are  not  the  negroes  living  in  large  nnmbers  around  this  comer,  and  do  they 
not  gather  there  in  large  crowds? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  large  school  or  institute  near  here,  and  also  a  colored  hospital? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  large  neighborhood  occupied  principally  by  the  colored  race? — ^A. 
Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  simply  asked  Gibbs  Hey  ward  about  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  put  it  down  after  that  that  he  could  not  be  found? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  not  many  of  the  negroes  who  assemble  from  day  to  day  at  this  comer  from 
other  portions  of  the  city,  who  are  not  residents  of  the  neighborhood  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  this  m:in  of  whom  you  inquired  may  have  come  from  another  section  of 
the  city? — A.  I  supposed  that  he  lived  there;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Lester  Stewart,  corner  Gwinnett  and  Pine  streets.  Yon  say  there  is  a  tenement 
house  on  the  corner? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  say  that.  I  mean  that  there  is  two  dwel- 
ling bouses  on  the  oomers. 

Q.  What  was  on  the  other  comers? — A.  There  may  have  been  stores,  but  I  do  not 
know,  as  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Was  this  man  registered  from  that  corner? — A.  I  have  it  on  the  list  that  way. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  ask  about  this  manf — A.  The  people  on  the  comer. 

Q.  What  were  their  names? — A.  I  do  not  know  their  names. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  a  man  or  woman? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Were  they  old  or  yonng? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  con  Id  not  say  whether  it  was  a  boy  or  child  that  yon  asked? — A.  No,  sir; 
but  we  asnally  asked  grown  people. 

Q.  All  that  yon  recollect  is  that  ^ou  asked  somebody  and  they  told  you  that  they 
did  not  know  the  man?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  yon  were  talking  to  this  man's  wife? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  ask  the  name  of  yonr  informant? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  they  lived  at  the  address? — A.  No,  sir;  I  found  them 
there. 

Q.  Steve  Harris,  residence  1425  Gwinnett  street.  Yon  say  Stephen  Harris  does 
not  live  there,  according  to  the  word  of  Charlie  Thomas? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  Charlie  Thomas? — A.  He  is  a  drayman. 

Q.  Does  he  live  there? — A.  He  lives  on  Gwinnett  street. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  him  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  what  part  of  the  street  does  he  live  on? — A.  He  lives  near  1425. 

Q.  Yoa  say  he  is  a  drayman? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  at  work? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  man  might  live  ont  there  and  he  not  know  him,  might  he  not? — ^A«  Yes,  sir; 
rot  he  said  he  did  not  know  him. 
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Q.  Yoa  don't  aappose  that  be  knew  all  who  live  on  that  block  f — A.  He  might  live 
there  and  Thomas  not  know  it,  or  know  him. 

Q.  John  Tamer,  residence  1214  Gwinnett  street.  Yon  say  Mr.  J.  D.  Kelly  livee 
there,  and  no  colored  people  live  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  Mr.  Kelly  keep  a  store f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Does  he  not  keep  a  barf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  yoQ  swear  that  you  spoke  to  Mr.  Kelly  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  von  are  not  certain  that  ^on  saw  Mr.  Kelly  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Would  you  recognize  the  man  if  you  saw  him  again  f — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Was  it  not  a  young  man  that  yon  spoke  tof — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  he  not  the  barkeeper  of  the  store? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  place  when  you  were  talking  to  him  f — A.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  was  or  not. 

Q.  Dennis  Eli,  residence  1130  Gwinnett  street.    Yon  say  he  is  O.K.? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Who  dill  you  find  there f— A.  I  du  not  know. 

Q.  Was  it  Dennis  himself? — A.  It  might  have  been. 

Q.  You  had  never  seen  or  heard  of  him  before  this  investigation? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  mean  to  say  that  you  found  a  man  there,  and  he  said  that  it  was  correctf— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  ^ou  believed  him,  whether  he  was  Kli,  George,  or  what  not? — A.  Yes, sir; 
I  had  no  right  to  doubt  him,  and  I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  it  a  man  or  woman  that  told  you? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Would  you  swear  that  any  such  name  is  registered? — A.  Not  of  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge. 

Q.  Alex  Jones,  residence  1124  Gwinnett  street.  You  say  he  is  O.  K.  ? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
thafs  what  I  have  here. 

Q.  Who  did  you  find  at  this  number  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was  Jones 
or  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  you  saw  a  man  or  woman  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  never  seen  them  before?  —A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  since? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  positive  that  you  saw  the  voter  yourself? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  might  have  seen  a  woman?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  a  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  a  child? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  a  boy? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  went  there  and  they  said  so,  you  had  no  right  to  doubt  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  asked  no  others  about  it,  supposing  that  you  had  the  correct  informa- 
tion?— A.  I  had  no  right  to  doubt  them. 

Q.  They  might  have  been  lewd  women  that  you  asked,  who  were  keeping  that 
house?— A.  I  did  not  have  any  knowledge  of  it. 

Q.  But  it  might  have  been  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  they  were  lewd  women? — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  they  were  virtuous? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Dennis  Ely,  residence  on  Gwinnett  street.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  any 
such  man  registered? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that  he  was  all  right? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Is  this  the  same  Dennis  Ely  that  yon  have  already  made  a  report  on? — ^A.  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  If  the  name  appears  on  the  registration  list  as  Early  and  at  the  age  of  26,  it 
would  show  that  your  list  was  faulty,  would  it  not? — A.  If  the  list  isn't  right  it  is 
wrong.    The  registration  list  might  be  wrong. 

Q.  You  think  then  that  you  may  have  it  right,  and  the  list  may  be  wrong?— A. 
We  are  not  all  infallible. 

Q.  You  had  the  name  Dennis  Ely? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  state  that  he  is  O.  K.,  because  he  is  23  years  old? — ^A.  Or  over  21. 

Q.  Who  put  him  down  on  the  list  as  23? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Tell  me  what  the  letters  O.  K.  mean. — ^A.  It  means  that  I  found  the  man  there 
at  the  residence  named  and  that  he  was  a  legal  voter. 

Q.  If  he  had  been  58  when  he  registered  as  23  you  would  have  said  O.  K.  ? — A.  No, 
sir :  I  would  have  told  his  age. 

Q.  How  did  you  find  out  this  man's  age  ? — A.  From  the  parties  of  whom  I  inquired. 

Q.  When  you  asked  the  age  you  put  it  down? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  yon  iiad  found  that  he  was  30  and  registered  as  23  you  wonld  have  said  O.  K.  ?— 
A.  I  would  have  put  down  his  age,  but  I  would  not  have  marked  him  O.  K. 

Q.  What  do  you  understand  by  what  you  have  on  your  memorandum? — ^A.  My 
understanding  is  that  he  said,  or  somebody  told  me,  that  he  was  23  years  old. 

Q.  Read  what  you  have  on  Amos  Lockhart. — ^A.  Ed  Lockhart  lives  at  1246  and 
Amos  does  not. 

Q.  Who  do  you  swear  registered;  Ed  or  Amos? — A.  I  do  not  know  who  registered. 
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Q.  Are  yon  prepared  to  swear  that  Amos  Lookhart  registered?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q   It  looks  like  that  name,  does  it  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  looked  for  Amos  Lookhart f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  were  not  looking  for  Ed  Lockhartf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  the  man  that  you  were  looking  for  was  registered? — A.  No, 

BIT. 

Q.  Yoa  do  not  know  that  the  man  you  were  talking  to  was  £d  Lookhart?— A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  be  lived  at  the  residence  given? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Richard  Laney;  residence,  1437  Gwinnett  street.    Did  yon  find  him  there?— 
A.  Gns  Mays  lived  there. 

Q.  How  do  you  know? — A.  The  people  told  me. 

Q.  What  were  their  names? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Men  or  women  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Boy  or  girl? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Grown  or  children? — I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Don't  yoa  know  that  he  is  a  relative  and  connection  and  connected  with  the 
Laney  school? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  have  a  very  small  acquaintance  with  negroes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  very  few  in  the  city  ? — A.  i  do  not  know  many. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  who  told  you  about  this  man  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  \on  do  not  know  Laney  personally?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  was  an  unknown  person  that  you  were  talking  to? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  believed  this  uuKnown  informant,  of  whose  veracity  you  had  no  knowl- 
edge?— A.  I  had  no  right  to  doubt  him. 

C^.  You  do  not  know  that  he  lived  at  the  number  at  which  you  were  making  your 
inquiries? — A.  No,  sir;  I  only  know  that  we  found  him  there. 

Q.  He  might  have  just  come  from  Atlanta,  so  far  as  you  know? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  New  York?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  took  his  statement  because  yon  had  no  right  to  doubt  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ely  ah  Stephens;  are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  any  such  man  registered? — ^A. 
Xo,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  the  registration  list  show  that  the  name  registered  was  S.  H.  Stephens, 
ind  not  this  name  that  yon  have  given? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  say  the  number  1317  is  a  vacant  lot? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  look  at  1315? — A.  1  do  not  know. 

({.  Or  at  1321  f— A.  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  Or  at  1318?— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  the  people  of  whom  you  inquired  of  for  this  Yoter  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

(i.  Were  they  white  or  black? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Man  or  woman  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  You  have  stated  all  that  you  learned  about  this  voter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  have  lived  at  one  of  these  other  numbers  I  have  mentioned  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  you  did  not  find  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Willie  Johnson,  on  Gwinnett  street,  near  Marbury.    How  many  negroes  live  on 
Gwinnett  street  near  Marbury? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  not  500  a  conservative  estimate  of  the  number  that  live  in  that  locality? — 
A.  A  great  many  live  in  the  neighborhood. 

Q.  Woald  you  not  say  there  is  500? — A.  Taking  a  large  circle,  there  is.    There 
▼oald  not  be  that  many  on  Gwinnett  street  near  Marburv  street. 

Q.  Well,  say  250  on  Gwinnett  near  Marbury  ? — A.  Well,  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  How  many  of  that  250  did  you  ask? — A.  1  do  not  recollect  how  many. 

Q.  Who  else  besides  the  one  that  yon  have  named  did  you  ask? — A.  1  do  not  recol- 
lect who  else  I  asked.    1  asked  till  I  was  satisfied. 

Q.  But  you  do  not  state  the  name  of  any  others  that  you  asked. — A.  No,  sir. 

(j.  Do  yon  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  this  man  that  you  asked  was  named 
Gns  Hey  ward? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  lived  in  the  neighborhood?— A.  1  found  him  there. 

Q.  He  might  have  not  lived  out  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  this  man  is  a  well-known  ex-convict? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  was  known  as  such? — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  You  do  not  know  to  the  contrary? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  negroes  are  of  a  temperament  that  makes  them  naturally 
trj  to  shield  and  protect  each  other? — A.  1  think  that  is  so. 

Q.  You  were  accompanied  by  an  ex- officer  of  the  law,  an  ex-convict  guard? — A. 
Yw,  Bir. 

Q.  He  was  known  to  your  informant  as  such? — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 
^.  You  do  not  know  to  the  contrary? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Willie  Hunt,  residence  1240  Gwinnett  street.    Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that 
Any  such  party  registered  at  this  number? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  You  did  not  go  to  1340  when  yon  were  inyeetigating  for  this  namef — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not  sappoae  I  did. 

Q.  You  Bay  that  this  nambtr  to  which  you  did  go  was  vacant  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  it  was  vacant f — A.  I  found  that  it  was  vacant,  and  the 
pfoties  in  the  next  house  told  me  that  it  had  not  been  occupied  in  six  months. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  long  these  parties  had  lived  next  doorf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  You  do  not  know  the  names  of  these  people? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Man  or  woman  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  it  was  a  lewd  house? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  their  character  in  that  house? — A.  No«  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  they  lived  there?— A.  No,  sir;  I  found  them  there. 

Q.  At  what  hour  in  the  day  did  you  call  there? — ^A.  1  think  it  was  at  dinner  time. 

Q.  Robert  Peter,  residence  1235  Gwinnett  street.  You  say  that  is  a  vacant  lot? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  inquire? — A.  At  the  house  opposite. 

Q.  Ah  a  matter  of  fact,  is  not  the  house  opposite  a  largo  one  and  in  the  rear  houses 
ooonpied  by  a  large  number  of  negroes? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  anything  at  this  place  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  found  that  the  number  was  a  vacant  lot  you  knew  that  he  could  not 
live  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  that  you  went  to  the  lot  over  opposite? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  might  have? — A.  Ye ^,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  might  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Peter  Russell,  residence,  1227  Gwinnett  street.  Did  you  go  to  this  number?— 
A.  The  Lamar  Hospital  is  on  this  number. 

Q.  You  knew  he  diii  not  live  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  fifteen  or  twenty  live  at  this  hospital? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  there  is  no  such  number? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  not  some  fifteen  or  twenty  pet  pie  working  in  this  institution? — A  I 
suppose  so. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  when  you  found  that  the  hospital  covered  this  number? — ^A. 
I  did  not  do  any  more. 

Q.  When  yon  found  that  it  was  the  hospital,  you  made  no  further  effort  to  locate 
the  voter? — A.  I  ao  not  know  that:  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  go  to  the  hospital  and  inquire  for  this  man? — A.  There  is  no  resi- 
dence; it  is  a  hospital. 

Q.  What  is  a  residence? — A.  It  in  the  place  where  yon  reside;  where  people  live. 

Q.  Well,  people  live  at  the  hospital ;  therefore  it  is  a  residence,  is  it  not? — A.  But 
I  was  looking  for  a  man's  residence. 

Q.  A  man  who  is  in  the  fire  department,  he  resides  at  the  engine  house,  does  he 
not? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  have  found  them  so. 

Q.  But  that  is  their  residence,  is  it  not? — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Does  not  their  duty  require  that  rhey  sleep  at  this  place  and  therefore  they 
register  at  this  place? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  tht^  requirements  of  the  registration? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
do,  but  1  underst-and  that  you  were  required  to  register  from  the  residence  of  year 
family. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  this  man  stayed  at  the  Lamar  Hospital? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  have  been  registered  correct? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Scott  Mosely,  residence  1318  Gwinnett  street.  You  say  that  John  Johnson  lives 
there  and  does  not  know  this  roan.  How  do  you  know  that  John  Johnson  occnpies 
this  house? — A.  That  is  the  information  that  I  got. 

Q.  Who  did  you  get  this  information  from? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Was  it  John  Johnson  that  you  asked? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Would  you  swear  of  your  own  knowledge  that  any  such  man  registered? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  know  either  of  these  men  if  you  were  to  see  them  now  ? — A.  No,  sir; 
I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  were  yon  not  talking  to  Mosely  at  the  time  when  he  told 
you  that  he  did  not  know  a  man  by  that  name? — A    1  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  he  was  lying  to  you? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  it. 

Q.  You  would  have  put  it  down  if  he  lied  i&nd  would  have  believed  it? — A.  I  had 
no  right  to  doubt  him. 

Q.  William  Jones,  residence  1126  Gwinnett  street.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Corbett?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  lived  there? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  told  so.' 

Q.  You  do  not  know  the  family? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  William  Jones? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  he  does  not  live  there? — A.  No,  sir;  only  the  informatioa 
I  got  was  that  he  does  not.    I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 
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Q.  Who  told  yoa,  or  gave  yon  the  informatioD,  that  he  did  not  liye  there  f— A.  I 
do  not  know. 

Q.  Then  yon  do  not  know  whether  he  lived  there  or  not,  by  yonr  own  knowl- 
ed^f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  havef — ^A.  Yes,  eir;  it  is  possible  that  he  did. 

Q.  Geonre  Chinn,  residence  1016  Gwinnett  street ;  yon  say  there  is  no  such  nnm- 
berf — ^A.  That  is  what  I  have  down  here. 

Q.  Are  not  the  nnmbiTs  on   this  street  irregular  and  nnreliablef — A.  I  do  not 
remember. 

Q.  Is  this  street  not  built  up  with  negro  huts,  or  small  houses  for  negroes  f—A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  the  numbers  are  not  reliable  and  regular? — ^A.  I  know 
Uat  some  of  the  numbers  are  not  distinct. 

Q.  Yon  are  swearing  that  you  did  not  find  the  number  or  person  by  that  namet— 
A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Of  whom  did  you  inquire  of  for  this  man  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  black  f — A.  I  do  not  think  they  were  white. 

Q.  Man  or  woman? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

<i.  Boy  or  girlf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Old  or  young f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  In  tikis  instance  you  could  not  suy  who  you  asked,  or  say  positively  that  they 
were  white  or  black? — A.  No,  sir;  sometimes  we  asked  of  both. 

Q.  Griff  Evans,  are  yon  prepared  to  swear  that  that  name  was  registered? — A* 
No.  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  learn  about  this  man? — A.  A  woman  by  the  name  of  Elizabeth 
Lamkins  lives  at  the  number,  and  knows  of  no  man  by  that  name. 

<j.  Do  you  know  her  personally? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  her  if  she  knew  anyone  by  the  name  of  Griff? — A.  1  do  not  reooUeot. 

Q.  Was  she  white  or  black? — ^A.  She  was  a  colored  woman. 

Q.  Du  you  know  that  she  lived  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  was  a  lewd  woman? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  Do  you  know  that  she  was  a  respectable  woman? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  was  a  virtuous  women  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  was  a  prostitute? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  she  not  known  as  a  procuress?— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Peter  Anderson,  residence  1423  Gwinnett  street.    You  say  that  you  asked  •> 
woman  by  the  name  of  Anna  Knight;  is  she  a  negro? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  she  black  or  yellow? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  that  was  her  name? — A.  No,  sir;  I  only  know  that  I  was 
told  so. 

Q.  You  never  saw  her  before? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  have  never  seen  her  since? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  she  lives  at  this  number? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  was  this  man's  wife? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  a  man  by  her  side  when  you  were  asking  her  the  questions?— 
A.  No,  sir;  there  might  have  been. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  into  the  house  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  You  did  go  into  the  houses  sometimes? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  went  in  a  great  many 


Q.  You  asked  her  about  this  man  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  never  refused  admittance? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  This  was  in  the  daytime? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  investigate  any  at  night? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  she  know  what  you  were  after? — A.  I  do  not  think  she  did. 

Q.  She  did  not  seem  unwilling  for  you  to  oome  in?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  She  did  not  know  what  business  you  were  there  for? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  there  on  business? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Before  you  told  your  business  du  you  know  what  she  thought? — A.  No^  sir. 

(i.  Charles  Turner,  residence  l)etween  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets.  Uave  yon 
got  the  street? — A.  Gwinnett  street,  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets. 

Q.  Are  yon  familiar  enough  with  Augusta  to  know  whether  or  not  this  street  is 
iometimes  called  South  Boundary  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  ask  on  that  block  as  to  whether  or  not  this  man  lived  there  er 
Bot?— A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  any  such  man  registered? — A.  No,  sir;  not  of 
my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  He  is  the  man  that  you  hunted  for? — A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  people  living  on  that  block? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  might  have  lived  there,  and  Turner  might  also  have  lived  there,  and  they 
not  know  it? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Ton  do  not  know  themf — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  personally. 

Q.  What  did  they  tell  yonf — A.  That  he  did  not  live  there. 

Q>  You  don't  know  that  they  told  the  trnthf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  might  have  been  lying f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  pnt  it  down  and  believed  itf — ^A.  I  had  no  right  to  donbt  it. 

Q.  Bam  Johnson,  residence  1315  Gwinnett  street.  Yon  say  that  Loyey  Scott  lived 
there f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  Lovey  Scott  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  does  she  do? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  she  not  the  keeper  of  a  lewd  house f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  not  recollect  seeing  evidences  of  a  lewd  house  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  enter  the  house? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Miss  Lovey  knew  that  you  came  on  business  or  pleas- 
nre? — A.  No,  sir;  I  went  there  and  inquired  for  Sam  .Fohnson. 

Q.  Did  she  not  invite  you  to  come  in? — A.  I  do  not  recollvct  that  she  did. 

Q.  Don't  ^ou  know  that  she  was  the  wife  of  this  man  Johnson? — A.  No^  sir. 

Q.  She  might  huve  been  for  all  that  you  know? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  recognize  her  now?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  liveil  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  accepted  her  Htatemcnt  because  yon  found  her  there  and  she  answered 
your  questions,  and  you  had  no  right  to  doubt  her? — A.  I  supposed  she  was  telling 
the  truth. 

Q.  Was  she  a  colored  woman? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  t>he  was  not  white? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  she  is  white;  I 
do  not  recollect.     My  rule  was  to  put  Mrs.  before  white  names. 

Q.  Have  you  that  before  the  name? — A.  No,  sir;  and  as  I  did  not  make  the  dis- 
tinction I  consider  it  was  a  colored  person. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  she  was  a  white  negro? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ferrell  Thurmond,  residence  1390  Gwinnett  street.  You  say  that  Lizzie  Cole- 
man lived  there  and  this  man  did  not.    Who  is  she? — A.  I  do  not'know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  her? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  was  her  that  you  were  talking  to? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  she  lived  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  she  was  the  wife  of  this  man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  was  the  wife  or  woman  of  this  man  and  took  you  for 
officers  because  you  were  with  a  lute  <'oiivict  guard? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  George  Richardson,  residence  1370  Gwiuuett  street;  and  yon  say  that  it  is  a 
vacant  house  or  lot? — A.  Vacant  lot. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  1308? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  1305  or  1309?— A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  works  for  the  city  and  lived  next  door  to  the  number 
you  have  down? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  numbers  not  unreliable  on  this  street  ? — A .  I  suppose  that  they  might  be. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  he  did  live  on  that  street? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  houses  next  door  were  numbered,  were  they  not? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  he  did  not  live  next  door? — A.  I  do  not  know,  only  what 
I  was  told. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  house  next  door?— A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  George  Henry  Madison,  Gwinnett  street,  opposite  the  Lucy  Laney  Institnte. 
Did  you  go  opposite  to  that  school? — A.  We  went  to  several  houses  around. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  five  houses? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  four  houses? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  How  much  ground  does  the  school  cover? — A.  I  think  it  covers  about  a  sqaare> 

Q.  Do  you  think  there  are  50  houses  opposite  this  school. — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q,  At  how  many  of  this  50  did  you  ask? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  inquiring  at  49? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  ask  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  information  did  you  get? — A.  The  people  told  me  they  did  not  know  him* 

Q.  He  might  have  lived  at  one  of  them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  supposed  that  some 
one  would  know  him  if  he  lived  there. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  inquire  of? — A.  We  went  to  several,  possibly  five. 

Q.  Can  you  be  definite? — A.  My  recollection  is  that  we  went  to  more. 

Q.  Would  you  swear  to  ten? — A.  I  do  not  know  how  many. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  speak  to? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Give  me  the  names  of  those  of  whom  you  inquired. — A.  I  do  not  know  theii 
names. 

Q.  Could  you  identify  any  one  of  those  of  whom  you  made  inquiries  of? — A.  I  do  not 
think  I  could. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  at  the  Lucy  Laney  Institnte? — A.  No,  sir;  we  investigated  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street. 
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Q.  Were  yoa  not  trying  not  to  find  them t— A.  We  were  trying  to  find  the  people 
ve  weie  hunting  for. 

Q.  Yet  there  were  50  honBes,  and  you  are  not  prepared  to  swear  that  you  went 
to  10  of  them? — A.  I  do  not  know  how  many  we  went  to. 

Q.  Ton  do  not  know  who  yon  asked  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Willie  Cole;  yon  conld  not  make  oat  what  was  said  on  your  memorandum f — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  report  on  itf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Read  the  next  name. — A.  Frank  Benson,  age  21;  residence  1248  Gwinnett 
itreet. 

Q.  Are  yon  prepared  to  swear  that  he  registered f— A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge^ 
I  un  not. 

Q.  Have  yon  seen  thu  registration  list? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  asked  for  Frank  Benson  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  did  not  ask  for  Frank  Bemanf—- A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  ask  about  this  nianf — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Who  did  you  say  lived  at  the  number?— A.  £d  Luckhart  and  Henry  Lee. 

<j.  Do  yon  know  those  men  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  recognize  them  now? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  they  lived  there? — A.  I  found  them  there. 

Q.  Did  they  tell  vou  that  Benson  did  not  live  there?— A.  I  conld  not  say;  some- 
body that  I  found  there  told  me. 

q!  Don't  you  know  that  Benson  was  one  of  the  men  talking  to  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

t^.  Do  you  know  Benson? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did' you  ever  know  him? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Reacl  the  ni^xt  name. — A.  I  think  1  skipped  the  next  name. 

Q.  Then  read  Ihe  next  name.— A.  Richard  Lane,  age  21;  residence  1437  Gwinnett 
itre«t. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  any  such  man  regintered  ? — A.  Not  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  the  registration  listf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  K^^t  the  name  fr(«m?    Did  you  not  get  it  from  another  party  who 
copied  it  from  the  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  wife  of  Gns  Mays  told  you  that  no  such  person  lived  there? — A.  That  ia 
the  infonnation  got  there. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  she  was  his  wife? — A.  Somebody  told  me  so. 

i}.  Did  she  teiJl  y<»n? — A.  She  or  someone  else  told  me. 

Q.  Wasn't  this  woman  the  wife  of  Lane? — A.  1  do  not  know  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  wife? — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  Would  you  recognize  her? — A.  I  dou*t  think  I  would. 

Q.  Did  you  over  st?e  her  before? — A.  Not  to  know  her. 

Q.  Because  she  told  you,  you  believed  her? — A.  I  had  no  right  to  doubt  her. 

Q.  She  was  a  colored  woman,  I  believe? — A.  I  have  not  written  different,  or  put 
the  distinction. 

Q.  They  might  have  been  lewd  women  and  that  house  a  lewd  house?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yet  you  believed  and  accepted  thu  matter  as  the  truth? — A.  I  had  no  right 
to  doubt.  ' 

Q.  When  you  were  investigating  did  vou  doubt  anything? — ^A.  I  have  told  yon 
that  1  did. 

Q.  Did  you  put  down  each  case? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  this  whether  you  believed  it  or  not? — A.  1  always  made  a  report. 

Q.  You  reported  back  the  investigation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  woman  told  you  that  such  a  man  did  not  live  there,  and  yon  do  not  know 
that  she  told  yon  the  truth  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  John  Siukfield.    Spell  that  name. — A.  S-i-n-k-f-i-e-1-d. 

Q.  You  say  his  residence  is  1241  (rwinnett  street? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  John's  mother  says  he  is  26  years  old? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  his  family? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  seen  his  mother? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  seen  John  to  know  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  she  was  his  mother? — A.  She  said  so. 

Q.  She  told  you  so? — A.  Or  I  was  told  so. 

Q.  Could  yon  swear  that  she  or  John  told  you  so? — A.  I  could  not. 

Q.  She  was  a  woman  representing  herself  as  his  mother? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  she  say? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  she  gave  you  information  herself? — A.  Thenotea 
I  have  here  say  so. 

Q.  But  you  do  not  know  that  she  was  his  mother  ? — ^A.  She  represented  herself  to  be.^ 

Q.  Did  yon  go  into  the  house? — A.  No,  sir. 


234  WATSON   vs.    BLACK. 

Q.  What  was  her  agef — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  How  old  did  she  look  to  bef — A.  I  do  not  recollect  her  looks. 

Q.  Was  she  well  or  sickf — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Did  she  invite  you  into  the  house  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  she  suppose  that  yon  came  for  business? — A.  I  asked  her  in  reference  to 
John. 

Q.  How  lonff  did  you  talk  to  this  amiable  colored  woman? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  did  yon  ask  for  when  yon  went  to  the  honse? — A.  I  asked  the  questionfl 
and  she  answered. 

Q.  Did  yon  walk  into  the  house  or  not? — A.  I  went  to  the  house  and  found  it  oor- 
veot,  and  I  asked  who  lived  there. 

Q.  Was  she  out  or  in  the  house? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

(Boy kin  Wright,  esq.,  appeared  here  and  continued  the  cross-examination,  Mr. 
Cohen  retiring?) 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  you  say  that  John  Sinkfield's  mother,  or  a  woman  claiming 
to  be  his  mother,  said  he  was  26  year's  old ;  how  did  she  come  to  tell  you  ? — ^A.  Because 
I  asked  her. 

Q.  You  say  this  because  it  is  on  the  memorandum? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  said  you  do  not  know  whether  she  was  on  the  inside  or  the  outside?— 
A.  I  can  not  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  her  on  the  inside  or  the  outside? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  What  is  the  use  of  the  memorandum  if  you  can  not  say  where  yon  met  her?— 
A.  The  memorandum  does  not  say  whether  I  met  her  in  the  yard  or  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  anything  about  this  woman  and  her  sarronndlngs 
other  than  you  have  on  the  memorandum  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  unable  to  swear  to  a  single  thing  regarding  this  special  individual 
beyond  the  facts  that  you  have  on  the  notes  before  you? — ^A.  Only  to  the  evidence  I 
have  written  here ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  These  written  notes  do  not  brin^  back  to  you  a  photograph  of  what  yon  saw  in 
your  own  wind, but  they  simply  testify  for  you,  and  yon  can  only  say  what  the  not«s 
relate? — A.  Not  in  every  instance.    In  some  cases  I  can  recall  the  conversation. 

Q.  But  in  most  instances  your  notes  do  not  enable  yon  to  recall  faces  or  circum- 
atancee? — A.  No,  sir;  not  every  time. 

Q.  You  do  not  recall  the  face  or  the  place  where  you  saw  John  Sinkfield — or  his 
mother,  I  should  say? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  All  that  you  testify  to,  then,  is  what  you  say  on  yon  notes? — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  not  true  in  the  most  of  the  cases  about  which  you  have  tentified ;  is  it 
not? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Well,  who  is  the  next  one  that  you  have  on  your  list? — A.  Robert  Tompkins. 

Q.  Well,  his  residence  you  said  was  1269  Gwinnett  street,  and  his  age  21?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  who  you  saw  there? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recall.  My  note  sayB 
Bettie  Dorsey  Jives  there. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  recall  the  face  of  this  woman? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  unable  to  photograph  the  circumstances  and  happenings  of  your  visit 
to  this  house? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Then  you  know  nothing  about  her  and  Robert  Tompkins  except  by  your  notes?— 
A.  That's  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  whether  he  lived  there  or  not  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  it  when  you  were  there? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Was  it  in  the  morning  or  afternoon? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Then  you  have  no  recollection  of  anythinir  beyond  what  your  notes  say? — ^A. 
That  is  all. 

Q.  Robert  Tompkins  may  have  lived  there? — ^A.  Of  my  own  knowledge,  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  What  I  said  is  that  he  may  have  lived  there?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Betty  Dorsey  lived  there  or  not? — A.  I  do  not  know; 
no,  sir. 

Q.  How  came  you  to  state  that  she  lived  there? — A.  I  found  her  there  and  they 
told  me  that  she  lived  there. 

Q.  Who  told  you? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Did  she  say  that  she  lived  there?— A.  I  do  not  know  whether  she  said  so,  or 
flomeone  else. 

Q.  Was  she  an  old  or  young  woman  ?— A.  I  could  not  say  as  to  that. 

Q.  From  all  that  yon  know  she  may  have  been  Robert  Tompkins's  mother? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  yon  tell  them  whether  or  not  you  were  an  officer? — ^A.  Sometimes  we  did: 
when  they  asked  us. 

Q.  When  they  did  not  ask? — A.  I  did  not  tell. 

Q.  Did  you  have  on  that  military-looking  coat  when  you  visited  this  house?— A. 
No,  sir;  it  was  warm  weather  then. 
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Q.  What  8ort  of  a  coat  did  you  have  on  f  [The  .witness  arose,  unbuttoned  his 
orercoat  and  showed  a  Prince  Albert  coat;  it  waa  a  donble-breasted  cat.] 

Q.  Mr.  Mont'<;omery,  is  it  not  true  that  when  white  men  go  into  the  negro  sections 
of  tbe  city  making  inquiries  of  negro  women  of  the  men,  in  the  daytime,  it  is 
esknlated  to  create  npprobrinni  and  alarm  f 

(Coansel  lur  ruiiteittant  objects  to  this  question  as  being  one  founded  on  theory  and 
not  based  ou  fauas,  and  being  a  questiou  that  asks  for  an  opinion.) 

A.  It  might  do  it. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  it  is  calculated  to  do  this? — A.  I  have 
did  this,  ami  it  did  not. 

Q.  Was  n  >t  the  nature  of  the  investigation  calculated  to  do  thatf — ^A.  It  might  be; 
bat  it  is  not  in  every  respect. 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  yon  and  I  live  in  the  South,  and  we  know  that  as  well  as 
beans.  Is  not  ench  inquiry  calculated  to  awaken  opprobrium,  suspicion,  and  alarm 
io  the  negro t — A.  It  might  do  it. 

Q.  Who  was  with  yout — ^A.  Mr.  Mixon. 

Q.  Was  he  not  then,  or  prior  thereto,  an  officer,  a  chain-gang  guard  f 

(Counsel  for  contestant  objects  to  the  introduction  of  the  past  record  of  Mr.  Mixon, 
or  evidenoe  founded  ou  that.) 

A.  Tes,  sir;  I  have  heard  it  since. 

<^.  Don't  you  know  that  he  was  known  as  snchf — A.  I  do  not  know  it. 
<l'  It  may  have  been  sof — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  Well,  the  next  name  on  your  list  is  Eli  Moore,  is  it  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Yon  have  him  as  residing  at  1312  Gwinnett  street;  age,  21;  have  you  not? — ^A. 
Ym,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Eli  Moore? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
(4.  C)f  your  own  knowledge,  did  you  see  him? — A.  No,  sir. 
(j.  You  may  have  seen  him  and  not  known  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  may  have  been  there  once  before  and  not  know  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  yon  talk  to  any  person  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  Have  yoo  any  recollection  of  this  matter,  or  simply  know  what  you  read  from 
joar  notes? — A.  I  only  remember  what  is  ou  the  list. 
Q.  Do  ynu  know  who  you  talked  to? — A.  I  conld  not  say  who  I  talked  to. 
<j.  Was  it  a  young  or  old  person? — ^A.  I  could  nut  say. 

<^.  Was  it  a  woman  or  a  man? — A.  Sometimes  women,  and  sometimes  men;  I  do 
sot  recollect. 

Q.  There  is  nothing  in  your  memorandum  or  notes  that  you  have  before  you 
bringing  back  a  photograph  of  the  person  or  tbe  circunistanoes  attendant  on  your 
inqairy  after  the  man  Kli  Moore? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  who  does  your  notes  indicate  that  you  talked  with? — ^A.  Harkley  Chan- 
dler,  lives  at  1312,  and  does  not  know  Eli  Moore.    I  was  talking  to  him,  or  the  family, 
and  they  says  no  such  person  lived  there. 
Q.  Who  says  so? — A.  The  person  that  I  wah  talking  to. 
^.  And  who  was  that? — A.  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  it  a  woman  or  a  man  ? — A.  1  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  recollect. 
W.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  old  or  young? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  This  Harkley  Chandler  may  have  been  Eli  Moore,  for  all  you  know,  may  ha 
Bt'tf— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  know,  only  from  others. 
V-  Wa«*  Mr.  Mixon  with  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<j.  Who  did  the  talking  in  this  case? — A.  Sometimes  Mr.  Mixon  did  the  talking 
ud  sometimes  1  did  the  talking. 
Q-  What  kind  of  a  house  was  1312  Gwinnett  street? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 
Q-  Did  yon  go  insir^e  or  ont^ide  of  the  house? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 
Q.  What  time  was  it,  morning  or  evening? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 
(^.  Would  yon  know  the  persons  who  yon  snppose  that  you  received  your  informa- 
tion from  if  you  saw  them  now? — A.  i  don't  know  that  I  would. 

Q.  What  is  the  next  one  that  you  have  on  the  list  that  you  have? — ^A.  William 
Thompson,  age  22,  residence  1113  Gwinnett  street. 
Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  now,  of  your  own  mind,  of  having  gone  to  1118 
'    Gwinnett  street? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge,  1  do  not  know.    From  these  notes 
I  know  that  I  did. 
^.  Did  you  see  William  Thompson  ? — A.  I  could  not  say. 
Q.  He  may  have  been  the  man  that  you  were  talking  to? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Was  the  person  that  you  saw  old  or  young? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 
Q.  Was  that  person  male  or  female? — A.  My  notes  say  Alfred  Miller. 
Q.  That  is  all  you  know,  what  you  have  on  your  notes? — A.  That  is  all  I  reoolleot. 
Q.  Well,  do  you  recall  whether  it  was  a  man  or  woman? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 
Q.  That  section  has  a  large  number  of  colored  people  on  it,  has  it  not? — ^A.  Yes, 
■r. 
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Q.  Was  Mr.  Mizon  with  you  when  you  went  there f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  with  you  when  yon  made  all  the  inyestigationsf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  was  paid  the  same  as  you  were  f — A.  I  heard  he  was. 

Q.  What  was  thatf — A.  One  dollar  a  day. 

Q.  Yon  have  on  your  list  Watson  Davie,  residence  1439  Gwinnett  street.  Did  yon 
find  him  there? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  there;  the  information  was  that  he 
lived  there  and  was  22  years  old. 

Q.  Did  you  see  himf — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  did  or  not;  it  might  have  been 
someone  else. 

Q.  You  saw  a  man  called  Davie  f — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  How  have  you  got  the  name  spelled f — A.  W-a-t-s-o-n  D-a-v-i-e-s. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  it  when  you  went  there? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Was  it  late  in  the  evening? — A.  It  may  have  been. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anyone  else  beside  Watson  Davies? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  who  else 
I  saw. 

Q.  Scott  Mosely,  residence  1318  Gwinnett  street.    You  say  he  was  what  age  ? — A.  21. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  age  he  rezistered  at? — A.  No,  sir;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  You  have  never  inspected  tiie  official  registration  list? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  the  lists? — A.  Mr.  Dicks  and  Mr.  Potts. 

Q.  You  know  where  they  got  their  memorandums? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  here 
at  the  court-house. 

Q.  They  did  not  get  it  from  the  registrar? — A.  They  got  it  from  tlie  man  who  reg- 
istered. They  heard  him  as  he  told  the  officer  here  at  the  court-house.  They  were 
stationed  here. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  who  copied  the  list  that  you  have? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  list  that  you  have  put  him  down  as  registering  as  21? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  what  your  memorandum  says? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Scott  Mosely  when  yon  were  inquiring  for  him? — ^A.  I  do  not 
know,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  person  that  you  inquired  of  on  the  inside  or  the  outside  of  the  honse? — 
A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  person  spoken  to  was  male  or  female? — A.  I  do 
not. 

Q.  It  may  have  been  Scott  Mosely  himself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  know  him  if  you  were  to  see  the  person  who  gave  you  the  informa- 
tion you  placed  on  your  memorandum?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  to  the  same  place  more  than  once? — A.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  going  to  this  place  the  second  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  would  you  make  your  memorandums  at  the  first  or  second  visit? — A. 
Sometimes  at  the  first  and  then  at  the  other,  or  second  visit. 

Q.  Then  the  memorandum  discloses  those  visited  the  second  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  thing  indicating  a  second  visit  in  this  case? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Except  where  indicated  on  the  memorandum  that  you  visited  the  place  the 
second  time  you  would  not  say  that  you  went  there  more  than  once? — A.  That  is  my 
recollection. 

Q.  In  a  large  majority  of  the  oases  you  only  called  once? — A.  Only  once. 

Q.  What  were  your  hours  ior  this  work? — A.  We  usually  started  out  at  7  and 
went  till  dark. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  an  hour  for  dinner? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  stopped  for  dinner. 

Q.  How  long? — A.  All  owing  to  what  portion  of  the  town  we  were  in;  it  was 
usually  about  an  hour. 

Q.  Did  you  walk  or  ride? — A.  We  walked. 

Q.  Is  it'  not  true  that  between  the  hours  of  7  in  the  morning  and  dark  in  the 
eyening  is  the  time  that  most  of  the  colored  people  are  engaged  at  their  work,  and 
is  this  not  especially  true  of  the  men  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  really  expect  to  find  them  at  their  places  of  residence  when  you 
went,  did  you? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  say  whether  I  expected  to  find  them  there  or 
not.     I  would  not  know  whether  they  were  at  work  or  not. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  if  yon  knew  it.  The  question  can  be  easily  answered.  If  yoa 
were  to  go  up  to  the  residences  of  the  lawyers,  you  would  not  expect  to  find  them; 
or  the  presidents  of  the  banks — yon  would  not  expect  to  find  them  at  their  resi- 
dences, would  you?  Would  you  not  expect  to  find  them  at  their  offices ? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Well,  the  colored  men  are  at  work  between  the  hours  of  7  in  the  morning  and 
dark  at  night,  and  they  are  usually  then  away  from  home.  Following  up  the  ques- 
tion directly,  you  would  not  expect  to  find  them  at  their  residences  when  you  called 
between  the  hours  at  which  they  are  usually  at  work  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  I 
expected. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  what  your  recollection  was.  Why  can't  you  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion?   You  know  that  the  lawyers  would  be  in  their  offices,  and  the  bankers  at  the 
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bank,  mnd  yet  yon  hesitate  about  this  last  qaestion  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
expected  to  fina  them  at  home  or  not. 

Q.  You  have  already  stated  Arankly  that  at  these  hours  colored  men  are  usually 
sway  from  home  and  at  their  work? — A    Yes,  sir;  between  the  hours  of  7  and  dark. 

Q.  Welly  yon  would  not  expect  to  find  those  at  their  residences  who  were  engafi;ed 
at  work? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Well,  that  class  that  might  be  spoken  of  as  the  loafing  class,  they  would  hardly 
be  at  tlieir  places  of  residence,  would  they? — A.  I  would  expect  to  find  them  almost 
anywhere. 

Q.  You  mean  that  it  would  be  hard  to  find  men  who  had  no  regular  employment  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^.  You  do  not  remember  Scott  Mosely,  or  any  person  at  the  place  of  his  residence  ? — 
A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Yonr  mind  is  a  blank  except  what  you  find  on  that  note  you  have  there? — ^A.  I 
do  not  recollect  who  I  found  there. 

Q.  James  Elmore — who  have  you  this  name  from? — A.  Either  Mr.  Dicks  or  Mr. 
Pott*. 

Q.  Well,  yon  don't  know  at  what  age  he  registered  ? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  All  that  you  know  as  to  the  age  and  residence  is  what  you  found  on  that  list 
given  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Q.  And  yon  don't  know  for  certain  who  gave  you  the  list? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  or  not  that  list  was  a  true  copy  from  the  registration 
list  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  may  have  been  given  to  you  erroneously,  then? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(j.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  person  of  whom  you  made  inquiries  of  about 
James  Elmore  was  a  man  or  woman? — A.  Could  not  recollect. 

y.  Then  the  memorandum  does  not  bring  back  to  you  a  photograph  of  what  you 
said  or  heard? — A.  Sometimes  we  spoke  to  men  and  sometimes  to  women;  but  I  do 
not  recollect  in  this  case. 

Q.  Is  your  mind  refreshed  as  to  whether  it  was  a  man  or  woman? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  in  the  morning  or  evening  that  you  made  this  investigation? — A.  I  do 
not  recollect. 

Q.  Yon  flo  not  have  any  recollection  of  the  circumstances  of  your  visit? — A.  I  do 
not  recollect. 

Q.  Was  the  person  called  Viney  Turner  old  or  young? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  She  may  have  been,  in  reality,  the  wife  of  James  Elmore? — A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far 
as  I  know. 

Q.  She  may  have  been  his  mother? — A.  Yes,  sir;  for  all  I  know. 

COURT-HOUSB,  January  8,  1896. 

Appearing  for  the  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  appearing  for  the  contestee,  J.  B 
Lamar,  esq. 

G.  W.  MONTCK>MERY  still  on  the  stand,  and  cross  examination  continued  for 
ooQteetee  by  Mr.  Lamar: 

(^.  Lewis  Coleman,  residence  1468  Gwinnette  street.  You  say  it  is  a  vacant  lot. 
Where  is  this  number  on  that  street? — A.  Out  near  the  Georgia  Railroad  and  street 
railroad  crossing. 

Q.  Did  you  stop  to  see  any  more  than  that  it  was  a  vacant  lot? — A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  Did  you  make  any  inquiries? — A.  I  do  not  recall. 

Q.  That  was  your  custom  in  such  cases? — ^A.  I  made  no  inquiries,  that  I  can 
recollect. 

Q.  There  are  houses  near  this  number? — A.  I  suppose  so;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Artemos  Dunn,  in  your  direct  examination  you  called  it  Gus  Dunn;  do  you 
recall  anything  at  all? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall. 

Q.  How  is  that,  you  said  in  your  direct  that  you  found  Dennis  Dunn,  but  no  Gus 
Dnnn.  ~A.  I  do  not  recall  that  I  said  that. 

(The  direct  testimony  was  here  read  to  the  witness  and  he  admitted  that  he  said  it.) 

Q.  llien  the  memorandum  refireshed  your  memory  in  this  case,  did  it? — ^A.  I  do 
not  recollect. 

Q.  Then  there  is  nothing  on  the  memorandum  to  refresh  your  memory  on  the  line 
tbat  you  testified  to  on  the  direct? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  testifying  to  more  than  I 
bad  oD  this  list.  There  were  two  such  names  on  my  list,  and  I  do  not  think  I  testi« 
fled  r^arding  Artemus  Dunn. 

(KoTE. — Upon  the  examination  of  the  original  list  or  memorandum  by  the  counsel 
for  contestant  and  counsel  for  contestee,  the  witness  was  found  to  be  correct  as  to 
lii^  original  testimony,  the  names  of  Artemus  and  Gus  Dunn  appearing  on  the  list, 
ud  the  witness  having  testified  correctly  as  to  Gus  Dunn  and  having  passed  the 
ume  of  Artemus  Dunn  because  he  could  not  read  the  memorandum  regarding  same 
plainly.) 
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Q.  How  Ion(i^  lA  GwiuDette  street f — A.  I  expect  it  is  over  a  mile. 

Q.  How  mauy  houses  did  you  examine  on  itf — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  who  you  made  the  inqniry  off — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  registered  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  did  not  register? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  was  not  on  the  list  of  voters  F — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  see  the  pablished  list  of  Yoters  as  prepared  by  the  registrars? — 
A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have. 

Q.  George  Thomas,  age  21,  residence  Gwinnette,  corner  of  Kellock  streets.  Yo« 
say  Fannie  Jones  lived  here  a  long  time  and  that  she  said  she  did  not  know  anyone 
by  that  name.     Whereabouts  on  what  comer  did  she  live? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  There  are  four  comers,  and  houses  on  all  four? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  all  four  of  these  houses? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Is  she  white  or  colored? — A.  I  suppose  she  is  a  colored  woman. 

Q.  Was  she  youDg  or  old? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  knew  George  Thomas? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yuu  know  whether  or  not  she  was  trying  to  throw  you  off  the  track? — A. 
No,  sir;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Henry  James,  residence  1241  Gwinnette  street.  Yon  say  Nervie  Sinkfield  and 
Mattie  Holmes  live  there  and  do  not  know  this  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  found  that  number? — A.  If  that  is  what  it  says  there,  I  sappose  I 
did. 

Q.  You  had  a  talk  with  which  woman? — A.  I  suppose  it  wan  with  both. 

Q.  Could  not  one  of  them  have  said  the  other  lived  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  which  one  said  they  lived  there? — A.  I  conld  not  say  which  one, 
or  whether  they  both  said  so. 

Q.  It  might  have  been  some  other  woman  that  told  you  that  they  both  lived 
there,  might  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  don't  know. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  who  gave  you  the  information? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  They  might  have  been  strangers  or  not,  and  might  or  might  not  have  lived 
there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  could  not  say  positively  ? — A.  No,  sir.    I  found  them  there. 

Q.  James  Henry  May,  residence  1437  Gwinnette  street.  Yon  say  that  hia  mother 
told  you  that  he  was  2L  and  resided  in  Atlanta? — A.  That  is  the  information  that  I 
got  here. 

Q.  Who  did  you  get  your  information  fVom? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  All  that  you  know  is  that  they  were  the  party  that  you  found  at  this  number?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  W.  H.  Horton,  residence  1010  Gwinnette  street.  Is  that  the  only  place  that  yon 
went  hunting  for  this  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  all  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  When  you  did  uot  find  a  man  at  the  number  given  tp  you,  did  you  hunt  any 
further? — A.  Oftentimes  we  hunted  further. 

Q.  Did  you  hunt  further  in  this  case? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  such  a  man  is  registered? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  registered  from  another  place? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  registered  from  1018  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  he  did  not? — A.  No,  sir 

Q.  Jim  Scott,  residence  1215  Gwinnette  street.  You  say  that  Zemmie  Ivey  lives 
there,  and  that  this  man  does  not.  Are  you  certain  that  you  went  to  1215,  and  got 
your  information  from  those  next  door  to  it? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Was  she  not  away  from  home,  and  you  had  to  go  to  the  neighbors? — ^A.  I  do 
not  recollect. 

Q.  You  remember  finding  that  true  in  some  cases,  did  you  not? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  positive  who  the  person  was  that  you  had  the  conversation  with?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  had  made  a  different  record  you  conld  have  said  ]>ositiveIy  whether 
you  did  or  not,  could  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  conld  if  I  had  so  stated  on  the  list. 

Q.  You  could  have  stated  that  yon  hiid  a  conversation  with  a  certain  person  if  you 
had  made  the  memorandum  positively? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  with  the  present  form  of  the  memorandum  it  is  impossible  for  yon  to  tell 
the  name  of  the  person  with  whom  you  had  the  talk,  is  it  not? — ^A.  1  do  not  recol- 
lect. 

Q.  It  does  not  tell  who  yon  had  the  conversation  with? — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  does  not. 

Q.  If  it  did,  you  conld  state  it? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Phillip  Bowman,  age  23,  residence  Gwinnette  and  Georgia  Railroad.  Which  of 
the  many  houses  In  this  neighborhood  did  you  go  to? —A.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
I  went  to. 

Q.  When  did  you  quit  hunting  for  this  man? — A.  When  I  went  till  I  w»s  satisfied 
that  I  could  not  find  the  man. 
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Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  white  people  in  that  neighborhood f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
ioJ  I  talked  with  them.    They  did  not  know  hiui. 

Q.  Is  it  a  common  thing  for  white  people  to  know  the  people — the  ntsgroefl,  I  should 
isy— living  in  the  adjoining  lotsf — ^A.  They  keep  store,  and,  as  a  rule,  they  know 
the  people  and  the  ne;^roes  living  in  the  neighborhood  * 

Q.  George  Cunuuing,  residence  1226  Gwiunette  street.  You  say  that  Mr.  Chandler 
hvftH  there,  and  that  you  were  informed  that  this  man  did  not! —A.  No  colored  peo- 
ple live  there. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  get  your  information  fromf — A.  I  got  it  from  him. 

Q    Are  you  acquainted  with  himf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  von  are  not  certain  that  you  saw  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Joe  Mays,  residence  1437  (i  winnette  street.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  registered 
or  not? — A.  1  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  he  registered. 

Q.  D«m*t  you  know  that  there  is  no  such  name  on  the  registration  listf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  John  Brown,  residence  1006  Gwinnette  street.  No  such  number.  Gus  (balnea 
Uvea  at  1008,  and  he  said  he  knew  of  no  such  man.  What  do  you  mean  by  **  no  such 
naroberf  *^ — A.  I  found  no  house  with  that  number. 

(^.  Are  all  the  houses  on  Gwinnette  street  numbered?— A.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Q.  It  IB  comparatively  a  new  suburb,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  1  know 

Q.  Frank  Johnson,  residence  1354  Gwinnette  street.  You  mean  that  you  found  no 
BQch  number? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  mean  that  you  did  not  find  a  space  that  conM  be  numbered  1354? — 
A.  There  might  be  such  a  space,  bnt  we  did  not  find  the  number  1354  on  the  street. 

Q.  There  might  have  been  such  a  number  in  spite  of  the  iact  that  you  did  not 
find  it?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mose  Sntton,  residence  1344  Gwinnette  street.  You  say  that  David  Hutchinson 
liTed  at  the  number  and  that  Mose  Sutton  did  not? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  this  man  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yoo  do  not  know  either  one  of  the  men  nftmed? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  you  got  your  information  from  David  ?-^A.  I  do  not 
know  it,  except  that  he  told  me  that  that  was  his  name. 

Q.  You  are  not  certain  that  the  man  you  talked  to  lived  there  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  but  I 
am  certain  that  I  found  him  there. 

Q.  It  might  have  been  Mose  that  you  were  talking  to? — A.  Tea,  sir,  for  all  that  I 
know. 

Q.  Esaw  Mims,  residence  1443  Gwinnette  street.  Are  yon  certain^^o  you  know 
that  Mr.  Brittan  lived  there? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Does  your  notes  say  so? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Brittan? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  who  you  got  your  information  from  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  who 
I  got  my  information  from. 

Q.  Jasper  Bnssey,  residence  1396  Gwinnette  street.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Steadley  ? — 
A  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  live  at  this  number?— A.  I  found  him  there. 

Q.  This  man  might  have  lived  there,  for  all  that  yon  know? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  John  Johnson,  residence  1630  Fifteenth  street.  Where  did  yon  go  to  find  this 
Qomber? — A.  I  went  to  Woodlawn  street,  to  this  number. 

Q.  Bat  where  on  this  street? — A.  I  went  according  to  the  numbers. 

Q.  To  what  portion  of  the  street  did  you  go? — A.  I  do  not  know,  exactly. 

Q.  Did  you  find  numbers  on  the  houses? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  where  this  number  is  located  on  this  street? — A.  I  do  not 
lecollect. 

Q.  Was  it  near  the  old  tollgate  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  What  is  your  best  recollection? — A.  I  think  it  would  be  ont  near  the  street 
Tsilroad  crossing. 

Q.  Mr.  Florence,  in  his  testimony,  said  he  looked  for  1000  near  the  canal,  and  that 
he  could  not  find  the  number,  and  that  the  numbers  were  irregular.  Did  you  find 
them  so? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  You  did  not  find  the  number? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Charlie  Simmons,  residence  1022  Fifteenth  street.  About  where  do  you  think 
that  number  is? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  when  you  honted  for  the  number? — A.  I  went  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  number. 

Q.  Did  you  ao  near  the  powerhouse  of  the  street  railroad? — A.  I  do  not  know 
vhere  I  hunted  for  the  numoer. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  in  what  neighborhood  the  number  is  located? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  John  Ramsey,  residence  1236  Broad  street.  Mrs.  Spivey  says  she  knows  John 
Ramsey  and  has  known  him  for  twelve  years,  and  he  was  a  grown  man  when  she 
nrrt  knew  hfm.    Do  you  know  her? — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  was  this  lady  that  you  were  talking  to?— A.  No,  sin 
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Q.  Was  she  white  orhlaokf — ^A.  I  recollect  that  she  was  white. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  that  it  was  her  that  you  were  talking  to? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  knew  this  manf — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  only  know  that  she  said 
«he  did. 

Q.  William  Dunn,  lesidence  1263  Broad  street.  Do  yon  know  Mr.  Eearseyf— A. 
N41.  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  a  man  representing  himself  to  be  Mr.  Kearseyf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  it  was  him? — A.  I  saw  somebody  who  said  they  were  him. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  him? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  sort  of  a  lot  Mrs.  Splvey  has? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  the  back  yard  of  this  lady  is  filled  with  houses  ocoupied 
by  negroes?— A.  No,  sir.  \ 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  to  the  contrary? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Geo.  Richards — ^is  there  any  unmber  given  for  him? — A.  I  have  no  number  here. 

Q.  How  long  is  Broad  street? — A.  It  is  about  2  miles  long. 

Q.  Does  your  memorandum  say  where  he  registered  from? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  go  to  Mrs.  Spivey's? — A.  From  the  information  receiyed  I  went 
there. 

Q.  What  did  you  learn  ? — A.  That  no  man  by  that  name  lived  there. 

C^.  How  do  you  know  that  he  was  registered  Irom  there? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  it;  I 
supposed  he  did,  as  I  was  directed  there. 

Q.  Who  directed  yqii  there? — A.  I  do  not  know  who  told  me. 

Q.  You  have  no  number? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  have  lived  anv where  on  the  street,  and  it  is  2  miles  long? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  anywhere  else  hunting  for  him? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recollect  that 
I  did. 

Q.  You  might  have? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  might  not  have? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Joe  Griffin,  residence  1200  Broad  street.  Don't  you  know  that  he  lives  opposite 
to  the  engine  house,  on  Broad? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  where  Broad  street  crosses  Twelfth  street? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  are  four  houses — one  on  each  comer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Could  not  one  of  these  houses  bo  numbered  1200? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect;  I 
found  no  such  number. 

Q.  If  the  house  was  wide  enough  to  cover  the  space  of  two  numbers,  the  same 
house  would  be  number  1200  or  1202,  would  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  a  house  on  this  space,  is  there  not? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  so? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  there  is  a  house  on  all  four  comers  of  Broad  and  Mar- 
bury  streets? — ^A.  I  think  there  is. 

Q.  Does  not  Mrs.  Schmidt  run  a  bar  at  this  corner,  at  1200? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Are  there  not  houses  in  the  back  yard  of  this  store? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  You  did  not  find  the  number  1200  over  the  door? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  But  there  might  have  been  such  a  number? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  £d  Heard,  residence  1266  Broad  street.     Do  you  know  him? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  lives? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  does  not  live  at  1266  Broad  street?— A^  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  does  not  live  there,  or  that  he  does  live  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  got  him  down  on  your  list  as  registering  twice? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suspect  that  he  registered  two  times  except  from  what 
you  have  on  that  memorandum  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Son  Cush,  residence  Silver  Block.  You  say  his  mother  says  he  is  23  years  old 
and  that  his  true  name  is  Willie  Carter,  and  that  he  has  a  family  of  his  own  up 
town? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  the  woman  who  you  were  talking  to  was  his  mother  ?— A.  No, 
air,  but  I  do  know  that  she  claimed  to  be. 

Q.  She  represented  herself  as  his  mother? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Could  not  someone  have  told  you  that  she  was  his  mother? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  claim  that  she  was  his  mother  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  he  is  23  years  old  ?-— A.  That  is  my  information. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whom  you  got  it  from? — A.  No,  sir;  I  only  know  that  I  got  it 
there. 

Q.  Henry  Davis,  residence  1457  Broad  street.  You  say  this  was  a  vacant  house? 
Was  there  a  house  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  have  moved  from  there  before  you  went  there,  might  he  not  ? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir:  but  we  found  a  house  in  that  section  filled  with  forage. 

Q.  But  the  man  might  have  lived  there  and  moved,  and  then  the  forage  placed  in 
the  house.    Might  not  that  have  been? — A.  It  looked  to  have  been  there  some  time. 

Q.  Ephriam  Deal.  What  color  is  Deal  ?— A.  I  supposed  he  was  colored,  as  we  were 
not  to  investigate  any  but  colored  people. 
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Q.  Toa  do  not  know  that  he  is  colored  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  he  is  a  white  manf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  J.  J.  Carter,  a  brother  to  Son  Cash,  you  say.  What  did  his  mother  say  f— A.  She 
•aid  he  was  21. 

Q.  Yon  marked  him  howf— A.  I  supposed  him  to  be  all  riffht. 

Q.  Hinae  Woods,  residence  1363  Broad  street.  Did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Lynch  f— A.  I 
do  not  recollect  Uiat  it  was  him,  or  who  it  was. 

Q.  What  did  yon  learn  f— A.  That  he  did  not  live  there. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Mr.  Lynch  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  Uve  at  this  nnmberf — A.  He  lives  right  there,  somewhere. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  Mr.  Lynch  f — ^A.  I  do  not  say  whether  1  saw  him  or  not. 

Q.  AlUiough  yon  know  Mr.  Lynch  personally,  yon  do  not  know  whether  yon  saw 
him  or  notf — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  yon  reooUect  who  von  talked  tof — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  William  Edwards,  residence  1222  Broad.  Do  yon  know  that  he  registered? — 
A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  Mr.  Harrison? — A.  I  suppose  I  did. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  Mr.  Harrison? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  yon  could  not  say  that  it  was  himf— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Sam  Anderson,  residence  1231  Broad  street.  You  say  that  Mrs.  Davis  lives 
bm,  and  says  that  no  colored  man  by  the  name  lived  there  at  all.  Did  you  see  Mrs. 
Davis  f--A.  Suppose  I  did. 

Q.  You  say  she  said  no  colored  people  lived  there  at  aUf — A.  That  is  what  I  was 
told. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  she  did  not  live  there?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  was  only  in  the  house  on  a  visit  from  South  Carolina, 
where  she  lives? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  she  say  to  yon? — A.  She  said  no  colored  people  lived  there,  and  said 
white  people  lived  there. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  she  did  not  know  who  lived  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  colored  people  live  in  the  back  yard? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  the  back  yard? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  about  the  residents  in  the  back  yard? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  know  that  she  did  not  know  who  was  the  residents  of  the  number? — 
A  I  supposed  that  she  would  know. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  she  was  a  visitor  at  the  place? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not 
know  it. 

Q.  She  might  have  been  for  all  that  you  know? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Bartlett  Freeman,  residence  1220  Broad  street.  Who  did  you  talk  to  here? — 
A.  I  suppose  that  I  talked  to  Mr.  Harrison. 

Q.  This  is  a  mere  supposition,  and  you  misht  have  been  talking  toothers? — A.  Yes, 
sir:  I  do  not  know  the  gentleman  personally. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  this  man  registered  as  43  years  of  aee? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Harrison  did  not  say  that  he  did  not  live  there,  did  he? — A.  Mr.  Harrison 
and  others  say  there  is  an  old  man  about  60  years  of  age,  who  sleeps  there,  by  that 
name.    This  man  registered  as  21,  according  to  mv  list. 

Q.  He  misht  have  registered  at  another  age  lor  all  that  you  know  to  the  con- 
trary?—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  did  he  not  register  at  another  age? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Gamett  Bead,  age  28,  residence  1460  Broad  street.  Is  that  the  only  place  that 
yoQ  examined  when  you  were  hunting  for  this  man  ? — A.  That  is  the  only  place. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  registered  as  living  near  that  number? — A.  I  do  not 
know  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  what  residence  he  gave  in  registering? — 
A.  No,  air. 

Q.  He  miffht  have  regiatered  from  some  other  number  for  all  you  know  to  the  con- 
trary?—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Willie  Hunt,  residence  1461  Broad  street.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Young? — ^A.  No, 
■ir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  was  her  that  you  were  talking  to? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  On  which  side  does  she  live,  on  which  side  of  the  street? — ^A.  On  the  right 
kand  aide  of  the  street  going  up. 

Q.  Up  there,  don't  yon  know  that  there  are  a  great  many  small  houses  in  the  rear 
of  the  houses  facing  on  Broad  filled  with  negroes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
,  Q.  Don't  you  know  that  Mrs.  Young  lives  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  or  the 
nde  of  the  even  numbers? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  she  was  Mrs.  Young? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  May  you  not  have  spoken  to  several?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  Bfrs.  Young  lived  on  the  other  side  of  the  street? — ^A.  No, 
or. 
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Q.  She  may,  for  all  yon  knowf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Willie  Mathews,  residenoe  1256  Broad  street.  Don't  you  know  that  iie  regis* 
tered  as  24  years  of  agef — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  may  have  gone  to  Atlanta  after  registering  t— A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Henry  Berrien,  residence  1241  Broad  street.  What  did  yon  find  there  f— A.  No 
aach  nnmber. 

Q.  You  don't  say  that  there  is  no  number  larger  than  this  on  the  sqnacef — X.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  You  mean  that  there  is  no  such  number  on  a  hoosef — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what 
I  mean. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  thM«  is  no  such  number  properly  located  on  the  atreetf— 
A.  No,  sir;  bat  we  could  And  no  such  number. 

Q.  Chas.  £pps,  residence  1461  Broad  street.  No  colored  people  at  this  number. 
Mary  Williams  gives  this  information.    Who  is  Mary  Williams f — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yon  never  saw  her  before? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  it  was  her? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  vonr  own  knowledge  that  he  was  21  years  oldf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  registered  as  residing  at  1466  Broad  streett — A.  It  may 
be  true,  but  I  would  soon  think  this  list  true  as  the  other  list. 

Q.  Then  von  think  that  the  original  list  may  be  incorrect f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  this  is 
just  as  liable  to  be  correct. 

Q.  Tony  McKinnie,  comer  of  Thirteenth  street  and  Broad.  There  axo  foar  houses 
<m  the  foar  comers  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  ask  for  this  man  at  all  of  themf — A.  I  do  not  know  or  recollect  how 
many  I  asked  at. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  he  lives  with  Mr.  Mike  Dayeniy  who  runs  a  bar  on  the 
corner? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  may  be  so? — Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that  he  did  not  live  on  the  comer? — A.  I  do  not  reooUeet. 

Q.  Willie  Green,  1113  Broad  street.  Yon  say  that  Clarence  Hatohins  rons  a  res- 
taurant there  and  that  there  is  no  such  person  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  live  there?— A.  I  found  him  there. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  a  restaurant  is  run  at  this  place  for  darkies? — A.  Tes^  sir; 
my  notes  say  so. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  there  are  rooms  in  the  rear  for  the  poipoae  of  Bleeping 
darkies? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  this  negro? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  yon  do  not  know  that  it  was  him  that  you  were  talking  to? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Yoa  may  have  been  talking  to  someone  else? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  all  that  you  know  Green  may  have  stayed  there? — A.  Ye8,eir. 

Q.  Willie  Reynolds,  residenoe  1218  Reynolds  street.  Yon  say  he  is  only  18  years 
old,  and  said  he  had  not  registered? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Maud? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  she  lives? — A.  No,  sir;  not  of  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  this  was  Will's  nnmber  ?—-A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  that  he  lived  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  yon  certain  that  he  told  yon  he  had  not  registered?— A.  I  anppoae  that  I 
saw  Reynolds. 

Q.  You  mean  that  yon  saw  someone  representing  to  be  him? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  this  negro? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  did  he  look  to  be? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Who  told  you  his  name? — ^A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  How  did  you  approach  a  residence  when  you  were  making  these  investiga- 
tions?— A.  We  always  went  to  the  front  door  first. 

Q.  Monroe  Jones,  residence  1103  Reynolds  street.  You  say  Cap  Taylor  aays  that 
no  snch  person  lives  at  the  number.  They  did  not  say  that  no  had  not  been  living 
there? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  What  did  yon  ask  of  the  people? — ^A.  About  the  person  I  was  hantiag. 

Q.  Give  me  the  question  you  asked? — ^A.  Well,  we  knocked  at  the  door,  and  we 
would  say,  well,  Jones 

Q.  How  would  yon  know  his  name? — ^A.  I  mean  if  we  knew  his  name. 

Q.  Well,  go  on. — A.  If  he  said  Jones  did  live  there,  we  would  aak  if  he  is  in.  If 
4ie  eaid  he  was  Jones,  we  would  ask  faim  how  old  h»  was,  and  also  liow  long  he  had 
been  living  there,  and  various  other  questions. 

Q.  Jim  Davis,  age  21,  residenoe  Silver  block  or  vow,  on  Jones  or  BaynoMs  strset. 
Where  did  you  go  to  when  you  were  hunting  for  this  manf^-A.  Wie  went  to  Sih«r 
Block  and  Bow. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Broad  or  Jones  street f^-A.  W«  wtenlt  to  both. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  nostf^-A.  I  do  net  know. 

Q,  Then  you  went  to  Broad  street? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  did. 
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Q.  Silver  blook  is  a  very  compactly  built  place— stores  down  stairs,  residences  over- 
hsad,  and  hooaee  in  the  back  yard.  liow  many  of  these  did  you  go  to? — A.  I  coold 
not  say. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  when  yon  had  made  a  careful  search  f— A.  We  inquired  till 
•stisfied  and  niade  a  diliffent  search. 

Q.  Uo  might  have  lived  there  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  you  did  not  find  himt— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  John  Mixon,  residence  1471  Reynolds  street.  Do  you  know  Mary  Caryl — ^A. 
Xo,  sir. 

Q.  Did  von  find  her  there,  or  did  somebody  tell  yon  that  she  lived  there  f— A.  She 
gsve  me  the  information. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  this  man  Mixon? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  she  lived  there? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

<^.  King  Moss,  residence  1122  Reynolds  street.  No  such  number,  you  say.  Do  you 
not  know  that  that  is  the  wrong  number? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  to  10^  Reynolds  street? — A.  No^  sir:  I  did  not. 

Q.  Isaac  Evaus,  residence  1229  Reynolds  street.  You  say  there  is  no  such  num- 
ber?— A.  I  did  not  find  any  such  number. 

Q.  Did  yoo  make  any  other  inquiries? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Willie  HoUoway,  residence  1414  Reynolds  street.  How  did  yon  find  him,  O.  K.  t — 
A  The  information  was  that  he  was  21,  and  that  he  lived  there. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  no  such  man  registered  ?-^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  certain  that  he  did? — A.  No, sir. 

(^.  Yon  only  know  what  you  have  on  yonr  list? — A.  That's  all  that  I  know. 

Q.  Robert  Brown,  residence  1472  Reynolds  street.  Is  that  the  only  place  that  yon 
looked  for  this  man? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  we  hunted  anywhere  else. 

Q.  Did  he  not  register  from  1482? — ^A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  go  to  that  nnmber? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  have  registered  fh>m  that  place  ?^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Thomas  Hardin,  residence  1472  Reynolds  street.  You  mean  that  yon  did  not 
find  that  nnmber? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  mean  that  there  is  do  such  space  that  could  be  properly  numbered 
U?2?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  that  end  of  Raynolds  street  occupied  by  colored  people? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  not  the  nnmbers  on  the  houses  irregular?-- A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  You  do  not  say  that  they  are  not? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Tom  Smith,  residence  1215  Reynolds  street.  Yon  say  yon  found  two  houses  with 
this  nnmber? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Charles  Douglass  or  Sophia  Wallace? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

<i.  Do  yon  know  either  of  them? — ^A.  No,«ir. 

Q.  Yon  saw  someone  at  both  places? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  cert»iin  that  they  lived  there? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Smitii  might  have  lived  at  one  of  the  houses  for  all  that  yon  know? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Oliver  Sweet,  residence  1106  Reynolds  street.  Yon  say  that  Mrs.  Sweney  liTes 
St  the  house  and  no  colored  men  live  in  her  yard.    Did  you  see  her? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  her? — A.  No,  sir;  I  supposed  it  was  her,  as  she  said  so. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Oliver  Smith? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  she  knew  Smith  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  She  told  yon  that  no  colored  people  lived  in  her  yard? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  long  it  had  been  her  yard? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Tom  Anderson,  residence  1106  Reynolds  street.    Don't  you  know  that  he  did  not 

Tter  as  21  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
Do  yon  know  John  Grant? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  a  talk  with  him? — A.  I  do  not  say  whether  we  did  or  not. 

Q.  Yon  only  know  that  yon  talked  to  the  person  tnat  answered  yonr  call? — A.  To 
the  person  that  we  found  there. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  this  man  was  telling  you  the  truth? — ^A.  I  had  no  right 
todeobtbim. 

Q.  James  Setter,  residence  1185  Reynolds  street.  Yon  found  that  this  was  in  the 
yirdof  the  church ?~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  the  search  that  you  made?— A.  I  did  not  make  any  more  that  I 
tsmember. 

Q.  Is  there  a  house  in  the  yard? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Which  side  is  this  number  on? — ^A.  On  the  south  side. 

Q.  Even  number?— A.  No,  sir. 

H*  Ought  it  not  to  be  on  the  other  side  of  the  street  i^rom  the  church? — ^A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  Then  it  ought  not  to  be  in  the  church  yard,  and  would  not  the  nnmber  be  on  tiie 
e^«r  side  of  the  street?— A.  That  is  what  I  have  got  here. 

Q.  Do  not  the  numbers  run  with  the  even  ones  on  the  south  side  of  the  streetf*- 
A  Yes,  SIT. 
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Q.  Then  1135  ought  to  haTe  been  on  the  other  side  of  the  street  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ain't  yon  niUtmken  according  to  the  system  of  nnmbers,  and  is  not  the  nnmber 
on  the  north  side  of  the  street?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  church  is  on  the  south  side! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ain't  yon  mistaken  in  your  notes  f — A.  I  think,  to  the  best  of  my  recollectioB 
according  to  the  numbers  and  going  from  that;  according  to  the  system  it  should 
have  been  on  the  other  side. 

.    O.  John  Wright.    Yon  found  him  all  right! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  we  have  him  marked  all 
right. 

Q..  Joseph  Read,  residence  1213  Reynolds  street.  You  say  that  Martha  Martin 
says  she  knows  of  no  such  party  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  this  woman  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  yon  certain  that  you  met  herf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  her  once  on  the  street,  and  didnH  she  tell  yon  that  she  lived 
there  f — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Did  she  not  see  you  with  a  paper  in  your  hand  and  think  you  had  a  warrant  f— 
A.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  You  carried  the  paper  in  your  handf^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  looked  on  vour  paper  when  you  asked  the  question f — ^A.  I  do  not  reoollect. 

Q.  After  ^ou  finished  your  investigations,  what  became  of  the  paperf — ^A.  1  gave 
it  to  Mr.  Mizon. 

Q.  What  was  did  with  itf — ^A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  before  the  board  finished? — ^A.  Not  over  six  days. 

Q.  But  the  registration  had  closed  when  you  investigated  the  names? — A.  Some 
they  had  and  some  they  had  not. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  the  List  by  Mr.  Mixon? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  before  the  board? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  told  to  go  before  the  board? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  to  the  board  and  offer  to  go  before  them? — ^A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  this  paper  was  exhibited  to  them  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  was  offere<i  to  them  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  did  yon  finish  this  investigation? — A.  I  can't 
recollect. 

Q.  You  were  not  summoned  before  the  board? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  were  you  employed  to  make  this  investigation? — A.  By  Mr.  Dicks* 

Q.  You  knew  he  exnected  to  use  it  for  some  purpose  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  what  ne  wanted  with  it  ?— A.  My  notion  was  that  he  wanted  to  know 
about  the  persons  investigated. 

Q.  What  did  he  want  to  know  for? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  you  were  sent  out  to  get  the  information  so  as  to  be  a 
witness  that  the  people  did  not  live  at  their  reputed  residences? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  of  it  in  this  particular? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  expect  to  be  called  before  the  board  to  testify,  on  which  these  names 
would  be  knocked  off  of  the  list  ? — A.  Well,  I  expected  to  be  called  to  g^ve  an  account 
of  said  numbers  and  about  the  ages. 

Q.  He  got  the  list? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  intended  it  to  go  before  the  board  of  registrars?— A. 
No.  sir;  I  did  not  know  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  as  to  the  entire  information 
about  the  300  names,  that  you  are  unable  to  state  any  facts  except  as  stated  in  the 
memorandum ;  that  the  memorandum  does  not  reire^  your  memory,  but  that  yen 
testify  to  what  is  on  the  paper,  and  that  you  can  not  go  any  further  than  the  paper 
itself? — A.  Yes,  sir;  except  some  few  that  I  can  remember. 

Q.  Will  these  exceptions  amount  to  a  dozen  cases? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  The  memorandum  now  not  bein^  in  your  possession,  will  you  give  the  name  of 
any  person  that  you  recollect  having  investigated,  or  state  any  fact  disclosed  by  the 
investigation,  the  memorandum  not  being  used  as  an  assistant? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  Of 
course  1  coula  not  give  a  name.  I  recollect  the  circumstances  where  a  party  had  said 
the  house  had  been  vacant  for  months,  and  I  remember  the  party  that  registered 
f^om  the  park.  I  do  not  think  the  cases  I  can  recall  without  the  memorandum  would 
amount  to  more  than  a  dozen  cases. 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  for  whom  did  you  vote? — ^A.  For  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Are  you  an  A.  P.  A.? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross  : 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  are  these  locations  that  you  visited  the  residence  of  voters 
alleged  to  have  registered  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  to  each  location,  to  each  suspected  party,  a  thorough,  oonscieo- 
tions,  and  business-like  investigation  ? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  leading  questions  of  the 
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eooDsel  for  oontMtant,  thej  not  being  an  aooident,  but  on  pnrpose,  the  counsel  for 
contestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  qaestions. 
tod  insisting  that  be  has  the  right  to  ask  the  question  and  that  the  witness  must 
ioswer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  Tes,sir. 

Q.  Are  yon  satisfied  that  in  the  most  of  the  instauces  you  received  the  true  facts f 

(Counsel  for  oontestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leadinii:  questions 
of  the  counsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  bat  on  nurpose,  the  counsel 
for  conteetant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  these  i^nestions,  and 
tlist  the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  its  illegality.) 

A.  To  the  best  of  luy  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  yon  give  to  this  investigation  all  of  the  needed  time  and  care? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  again  and  again  to  the  repeated  leadiug  questions 
of  the  eonnsel  for  contestant,  they  not  being  accidental,  but  on  purpose,  the  counsel 
for  eontestant  stating  that  it  is  for  Congress  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  insisting  that  he  has  the  right  to  ask  and  insist  on  the  questions,  and  that 
the  witness  must  answer  regardless  of  the  protest  as  to  illegality.) 

A.  I  did. 

Bebnttaly  by  Mr.  Lamar: 

Q.  Mr.  Montgomery,  you  did  not  investigate  or  do  anything  beyond  your  testimony 
and  what  is  mentioned  in  your  notes  f — A.  I  did  not  get  your  idea. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  make  any  further  investigations  than  given  in  your  notes  and  tes- 
timony f — A.  I  got  the  best  that  I  could  at  the  time.  Itestitied  to  what  I  did  and 
no  more. 

G.  W.  Montgomery. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  February,  1S96. 
[seal.]  Sam  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Biehmond  County,  Ga, 

The  eonnsel  for  contestant  here  introduced  a  certificate  of  the  ordinary  of  Rich 
mond  County,  State  of  Georgia,  marked  Exhibit  B,  and  also  a  city  directory  of  the 
city  of  Augusta,  State  of  Georgia,  and  Richmoad  County,  marked  Exhibit  C. 

(Connseifor  contestee  objects  to  the  first  on  the  ^ound  that  it  is  not  a  copy  of  a 
lecord,  but  a  statement  of  a  fact,  and  that  contestee  is  entitled  to  cross-examine  upon 
the  fact,  that  being  the  only  method  to  facts  stated  that  can  be  proven  by  oral  testi- 
mony. 

Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  second  on  the  ground  that  the  same  is  secondary 
hearsay  evidence,  is  not  official  pnblioation,  that  snows  on  its  fiMse  4hat  it  is  a  mere 
eopy  from  data  alleged  to  have  been  obtained  by  others,  it  not  being  binding  on  the 
ttid  parties  nor  upon  the  contestee ;  there  is  no  efibrt  to  prove  the  bciok  or  to  identify 
it,  oor  evidence  that  it  is  generally  regarded  as  reliable  or  accurate;  and  it  being 
wholly  irrelevant  and  inadmissible.) 

The  taking  of  testimony  was  here  discontinued  till  4  p.  m.  same  date. 

CouRT-HousE,  January  8, 1896, 

Tsking  of  testimony  began  at  4.30  p.  m. 

Appearing  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq.;  appearing  for  oontestee,  Boykin 
Wri^t,  esq. 

Mr.  GEORGE  S.  MURPHEY  on  the  stand,  and  the  cross  examination,  as  per  agree* 
Boot  of  December  19, 1895,  was  taken  up,  Mr.  Wright  conducting  cross-examination 
for  contestee. 

Q.  Mr.  Murphey,  are  you  an  A.  P.  A.  f — A.  I  consider  that  an  im])ertinent  and  per- 
•ouid  question,  and  none  of  your  business.  I  might  reply  by  asking  yon  if  yon  are 
s  member  of  the  Mafia  of  New  Orleans,  the  Clan  na  Gael  of  Dublin,  the  Hibernians 
of  Aagusta,  the  Masons  of  Augusta,  or  any  other  secret  organization  of  which  I 
might  be  a  member;  although  I  have  no  objection  to  answering  the  question,  only 
on  those  grounds. 

Q.  Mr.  Murphey,  the  question  is  not  intended  as  impertinent,  and  I  regret  that  you 
iscked  in  courtesv  so  much  ss  to  make  the  reply  that  von  have.  My  object  is  to 
hring  out  a  fact  that,  as  counsel  for  the  contestee,  I  consider  and  deem  pertinent,  and 
tniKt  that  with  this  disclaimer,  you  will  kindly  consent  to  state  wbether  or  not  you 
belong  to  that  order f — A.  I  did  not  intend  to  be  discourteous,  but  would  it  be  as 
lEind,  or  is  it  any  of  my  business,  what  connection  with  this  trial  it  has,  as  I  under- 
tisnd  that  this  is  a  contest  between  Democrats  and  Populists,  and  that  is  the  only 
NMOD  I  have  for  answering  as  I  did. 
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Q.  You  are  the  witness  to  answer  questions  and  not  to  ask  them,  and  it  is  not  for 
yon  to  pass  upon  what  is  and  what  is  not  relevant  to  an  issue  about  which  yon  are 
called  simply  as  a  witness. — A.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  answer  any  question  aboat 
this  case,  out  I  do  not  think  that  the  investigation  should  ask  any  others  of  a  private 
nature,  outside  of  the  issue.    I  decline  to  answer  on  those  grounds. 

Q.  Were  you  not  deeply  interested,  as  an  A.  P.  A.,  in  the  registration  had  in  this 
particular  election  ? — A.  Only  as  an  individual. 

Q.  Did  not  yon  and  other  members  of  the  A.  P.  A.  appoint  committees  and  pay 
representatives  to  take  a  list  of  the  parties  oitering  to  register  and  to  iov«8tigato 
the  legality  of  those  who  did  register? — A.  All  the  interest  that  I  have  taken  has 
been  personal.  The  grounds  uiK>n  which  I  took  interest  was  stated  in  the  beginning 
of  my  testimony.  As  a  citizen,  I  do  not  claim  to  be  good.  I  felt  that  the  community 
called  for  a  fair  and  square  election,  and  myself,  with  other  gentlemen,  some  of 
whom  are  prominent  in  this  city,  came  out  in  a  communication  in  one  of  the  papers, 
pleading  for  a  fair  election,  stating  at  the  time  that  we  felt  that  the  x^^ople  at  large 
demanded  it,  and  we  wished  it  respected.  Elections  in  our  midst  have  become  so 
fraudulent  and  ho  notorious,  known  to  a  great  many,  as  no  common  secret,  that  it 
had  a  tendency,  and  did,  array  the  country  against  the  city,  and  party  feeling  ran 
very  high  among  some,  and  as  a  business  commanity  and  as  a  business  man  of 
Augusta,  doing  somewhat  of  an  extensive  grocery  business  with  »dJoining  counties, 
I  had  occasion  to  know  and  feel  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  some  of  those  coon- 
ties.    Those  are  my  gronnds  for  any  active  participation  in  this  matter  whatever. 

Q.  Mr.  Murphey,  were  not  your  motives  not  to  purify  elections,  but  to  pander  to 
the  prejudices  and  bad  feelings  of  certain  conn  try  Populist  districts,  with  the  view 
of  trying  to  increase  your  trs^e  with  them,  and  in  this  way  to  gain  cheap  notoriety 
with  persons  that  yon  thought  might  give  you  a  little  more  trade:  and  is  it  not  a 
sheer  pretext  and  slander  on  the  good  name  of  the  commanitj"  in  which  you  live  to 
put  upon  record  the  statement  yon  have  jnst  made? — A.  Do  I  nuderstand  that  yoa 
ask  that  strictly  as  a  question?  I  think  1  understand  the  question.  I  presnme  that 
you  did  not  intend  to  offer  any  personal  insinuation  by  that  question.  If  you  did 
not,  the  question  can  be  answered  to  the  contrary  by  others  as  well  as  myself.  I  am 
willing  for  my  reputation  in  the  community  to  speak  for  itself. 

Q.  Mr.  Murphey,  I  understood  your  testimony  on  the  direct  as  an  attack  upon  the 
registrars,  upon  their  good  faith  and  integrity  in  the  conduction  of  their  sworn 
duties;  and  X  ask  yon  if  the  gentlemen  composing  the  registration  board  are  not 
gentlemen  recognized  in  the  community  as  men  ol  probity,  of  characrer  and  high 
standing;  and  if  not,  state  which  of  them  is  not,  and  why? — A.  Yon  misnnderstand 
the  meaning  of  my  evidence  if  that  is  your  interpretation  of  it,  as  they  stand  well 
in  this  community. 

Q.  Is  not  Mr.  P.  J.  Sullivan  a  prominent  gentleman  and  reputable  member  of  the 
Augusta  bar? — A.  So  fur  as  I  know,  he  is;  not  being  a  lawyer  I  could  not  state. 

Q.  Is  not  Dr.  Neil  Melnnis  a  gentleman  of  high  standing  and  culture  and  char- 
acter, and  a  resident  of  the  country  section  of  Richmond  County  ? — A.  I  answer  the 
same  as  in  the  other  question. 

Q.  Is  not  the  Populist  member  of  the  board,  Mr.  W.  H.  Hargraves,  likewise  a 
prominent  and  reputable  member  of  the  Populists  of  our  community  ? — ^A.  I  make 
the  same  answer. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  persons  claimed  to  be  illegally  registered  did  yon  personally 
and  individually  canvass  and  examine  and  present  on  your  list? — A.  I  do  not  know, 
as  I  have  no  account  of  them.  I  could  not  form  a  correct  estimate;  I  do  not  know; 
somewhere  in  the  neigh h orb ood  of  about  6,  8,  or  10. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  actually  swear  to  when  you  were  summoned  before  the 
board  to  testify? — A.  None  had  I  interviewed  personally,  only  having  asked  at  the 
residence  given,  or  the  address  given,  and  having  to  take  the  answer  given  me  at 
the  residence  at  which  I  inquired.  That  is  the  way  I  did  it.  I  tried  to  make  it 
plain  before  the  board  when  down  here. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  yon  investigated  the  residence  did  you  testify  about  when 
appearing  before  the  board? — A.  I  kept  no  lecord. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  6,  8,  or  10;  about  how  many? — A.  The  list  handed  to  the 
board  will  show  that. 

Q.  Did  you  go  through  the  entire  list  of  6,  8,  or  10  when  you  appeared  before  the 
board  and  swore? — A.  I  think  only  two  or  three  of  the  names  were  called,  as  near 
as  I  remember.  I  think  it  has  been  about  two  months  siAce  all  that  occurred  and  I 
kept  no  record,  and  answer  from  memory  alone. 

Q.  Mr.  Murphey,  did  you  not,  before  the  board  of  registration,  say  that  you  did 
not  examine  the  cause  of  challenge  personally  yourself? — ^A.  They  did  not  ask  me 
any  such  a  question.  He  asked  me  if  I  knew  these  facts  personally  myself,  and  I 
made  the  same  answer  then  that  I  made  a  moment  ago,  namely,  that  I  cialled  at  the 
numbers  given,  and  noted  the  answers  given  me  by  the  residents  or  persons  answering 
the  call. 
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Q.  Bat  this  penonal  mvestigatioa  did  not  apply  to  more  than  the  6, 8,  or  10  already 
girenf — A.  That  is  my  recollection  now. 

Q.  Mr.  Marphey,  yon  said  Mr.  Sullivan  would,  or  did,  interrogate  one  of  your  sus- 
pects in  a  leading  way ;  that  is,  he  asked  if  his  name  was  so  and  so,  if  he  lived  at 
sach  and  aach  a  numher  on  so  and  so  street;  are  you  not  mistaken  in  this,  and  is  it 
■ot  trae  that  not  a  single  leading  question  of  the  character  numed  was  asked,  and 
that  there  were  twenty  or  thirty  parties  present  who  heard  what  did  transpire f — A. 
I  haTO  stated  the  occurrence  correctly  and  precisely  according  to  my  understanding 
sod  reaoUection.  Other  parties  may  have  understood  differently.  There  were  a 
good  many  present. 

Q.  Ton  would  not  undertake  to  say  absolutely,  then,  that  yon  are  correct  and  the 
ethers  who  understood  differently  were  wrong  f — A.  1  only  state  facts  as  they  were 
impreeaed  on  my  mind. 

Q.  In  your  direct  you  stated  that  during  the  investigation  before  the  registrars  yon 
propoanded  certain  questions  to  the  suspects  as  to  where  he  lived,  especially  in 
reference  to  Horseshoe  alley,  and  that  be  made  certain  replies;  is  it  not  true  that 
yon  are  mistaken  in  this,  and  that  you  asked  no  such  question  and  that  no  such 
answers  as  given  by  yon  were  made  by  the  suspects? — A.  My  statement  on  that  point 
is  correct. 

Q.  Was  not  the  question  and  the  only  question  that  you  asked  one  of  the  suspects, 
who  ha<l  sworn  that  you  offered  him  money  to  testify  that  one  negro  on  your  list  was 
not  21  years  of  age,  whether  or  not  that  you  had  so  offered  him  money,  and  did  he 
not  testify  before  the  board  in  your  presence  that  you  had  tried  to  get  him  to  swear 
that  certain  ones  on  your  list  were  not  21,  and  offered  him  money  so  to  swearf — A. 
Certain  parties  tried  to  produce  that  kind  of  stuff  in  the  investigation  during  my 
preseu<^  before  the  board  and  it  was  so  utterly  unfoanded  and  untrue  and  not  backed 
up  by  facts  in  the  least  that  the  chairman  ordered  the  negro  from  the  room. 

Q.  YoQ  say  the  chairman  ordered  this  man  from  the  room,  who  swore  that  yon  had 
offered  him  money  to  swear  to  the  illegality  of  certain  negroes  on  your  list? — A.  The 
negro  did  not  make  that  statement  and  he  was  ordered  from  the  room  immediately. 
I  can  clear  up  th»  statement,  t  stated  to  the  chairman  of  the  res^istration  that  I 
offered  to  pay  him  for  his  time,  if  he  would  identify  them,  if  he  could  do  so  properly 
and  in  his  power. 

Q.  Yoa  tnen  admit  that  you  had  a  talk  with  this  negro,  in  which  yon  offisred  him 
money  to  testify,  provided  he  could  properly  do  sof — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  only  told  that  I 
did  offer  to  pay  for  the  delay,  as  I  presumed  he  would  be  in  there  for  some  time. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  propose  to  give  as  a  value  of  his  time? — A.  That  is  all  that 
I  stated  to  him. 

Q.  Is  that  not  the  usual  device  for  paying  colored  men  to  aid  in  election  matters — 
to  pay  for  his  time? — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that;  I  did  not  have  au.vthing  of  that 
kind  in  view. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true,  Mr.  Murphey,  that  after  stating  what  yon  knew,  or  rather  what 
you  did  not  know  about  one  or  two  cases  that  you  had  investigated,  that  you 
formally  withdrew  the  challenge  agaiust  the  remainder  on  yonr  list,  and  was  that 
not  formally  recognized  by  an  order  made  by  the  board,  in  your  presence,  to  that 
affect? — A.  I  think  it  was  recognized  that  wiiy,  but  it  was  not  my  inteutiou  and  was 
mUanderstood  if  it  was.  At  the  beginning  of  this  testimony  and  at  other  places  I 
have  so  stated. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  objection  or  protest  against  the  order  of  the  board  giving 
the  matter  that  direction  at  that  time? — A.  I  made  no  further  protest  than  1  have 
already  stated;  that  I  had  nothing  personal  in  the  matter  and  did  not  specially  try 
to  prove  anything,  or  bring  a  case. 

Q.  Did  yon  investigate  as  to  the  residence  of  any  suspect  on  the  corner  of  Green 
and  Eighth  streets?— A.  I  did. 
Q.  whom  did  you  investigate  for  there? — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  name. 
Q.  Yon  did  not  find  the  person  you  were  looking  for,  did  you? — A.  No,  sir. 
(j.  Did  yon  inquire  at  the  opera  house? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  closed. 
<i.  Do  you  know  that  the  person  that  you  were  seeking  lives  there,  spends  the 
nijcht  there,  and  works  thereT — A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  Ton  do  not  know  to  the  contrary? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  For  all  that  you  know  he  may  have  lived  there  and  worked  there  ? — A.  He  may 
Iksve  done  so. 

Q.  Do  yon  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  whether  any,  and  if  so  how  many,  that  yoa 
presented  as  suspects  were  stricken  off*? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Is  in  not  true  in  the  South,  and  in  our  Southern  cities,  that  the  abiding  places 
of  oar  negroes  are  often  changed? — A.  It  is. 

(j.  Is  it  not  trne  that  many  of  our  floating  negroes  give  the  place  of  their  woman  or 

temporary  abode  as  their  residence  to-day,  and  next  week  or  month  the  same  may 

be  changed  elsewhere?— A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  cai»e  of  the  kind;  it  may  be  true. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  for  a  particular  case,  but  I  am  asking  you,  as  a  citizen  of  a 
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Southern  city,  of  the  miffratory  habits  of  the  negro  race  as  residenti,  and  will  thank 
you  for  an  answer. — ^A.  They  are  a  migrutory  race;  of  that  nature. 

Q.  Recurring  to  what  was  said  between  yon  and  the  negro  who  you  tried  to  employ 
to  detect  those  under  age,  is  it  not  true  that  said  ne^ro  swore  in  your  presence  that 
you  said  nothing  about  a  day's  work,  but  told  him  if  he  would  swear  that  certain 
ones  on  your  list  were  not  of  age  that  you  would  pay  himf — A.  I  think  he  swore  to 
that.  Then  I  asked  him  over  again  to  be  certain  ana  he  did  not  make  the  same  answer. 
I  do  not  remember  what  the  second  answer  was.  He  did  not  say  the  same  thing 
when  asked  the  second  time.    He  was  dismissed  as  soon  as  he  began,  is  my  memory. 

Redirect  by  Mr.  Gross,  for  contestant : 

Q.  These  floating  negroes  who  were  spoken  of  as  migratory  in  character  and  habits 
constitute  a  large  proportion  of  the  noiitaxpaying  element,  do  they  not,  Mr.  Morphey, 
as  a  rule? — ^A.  Itnink  they  represent  a  large  proportion  of  them. 

Gko.  S.  Murphkt. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  9th  day  of  January,  1896. 

[8BAL.]  Sam.  T.  Pottb,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Sichm<md  County,  Georgia, 

Counsel  for  contestant  here  introduced  into  the  record  a  certified  list  of  the  jwlls 

Said  in  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia,  for  the  year  of  1894  (Exhibit  D),  certi- 
ed  to  and  sworn  to  as  follows : 

*'  I,  Charles  S.  Bohler,  do  certify  that  the  persons  whose  names  appear  upon  the 
foregoing  list  have  paid  poll  taxes  for  the  year  of  1894. 

"Chablbs  S.  Bohubr. 

''Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1896. 

*  "C    A    Stbed 

^'Notary  Public,  Bi'chtMond  County." 

Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  as  illegal,  improper,  and  insufficient 
as  a  certified  list,  aud  for  the  reason  that  no  notice  was  given  by  contestant's  coun- 
sel of  the  introduction  of  said  list  or  document  and  no  opportunity  being  afforded 
the  counsel  for  contestee  to  examine  or  cross-examine  any  in  regard  to  the  authen- 
ticity or  correctness  of  said  list,  and  because  it  is  mere  hearsay. 

Counsel  for  contestant  also  introduced  a  document  (Exhibit  E),  with  the  following 
certificate  attached  thereto : 

'*  I,  Charles  S.  Bohler,  certify  that  the  foregoing  statement  contains  the  true  amount 
of  polls  collected  for  the  county  of  Richmond  for  the  respective  years  numed. 

''Charles  S.  Bohler. 
"Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1896. 

tt  (^    A    Stpicd 
**Xotary  Public,  Richmond  County,'' 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  as  illegal,  improper,  and  iusuffioent 
as  a  certified  list,  and  for  the  reason  that  no  notice  was  given  by  ctnitestant's  conn* 
sel  of  the  introductiou  of  said  list  or  document  and  no  opportunity  being  afforded 
the  contest<ee's  counsel  to  examine  or  cross-examine  any  in  regard  to  the  authenticity 
or  correctness  of  said  list,  and  because  it  is  mere  hearsay. 

The  taking  of  testimony  for  the  contestant  here  announced  as  closed,  the  time 
allowed  by  law  having  expired. 

Counsel  for  contestant  here  announced  that  he  had  overlooked  the  introduction  of 
certain  matter  (Exhibit  F),  aud  asked  that  the  record  be  opened  again  for  same,  and 
there  being  no  expressed  objection  he  offered  the  following: 

A  copy  of  the  Daily  Tribune,  a  daily  afternoon  paper  published  in  Augusta,  Rich- 
mond County,  State  of  Georgia,  of  the  date  of  August  17,  1893,  containing  a  list  of 
suspects  who  were  alleged  to  have  illegally  registered. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  it  is  illegal,  unprecedented, 
to  offer  the  tile  of  a  partisan  newspaper  in  an  investigation  without  proving  the 
paper,  who  wrote  the  article,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving  opportunity  to 
oross-examint)  the  witness  who  wrote  the  article,  and  without  stating  even  who  the 
author  of  said  articles  was,  and  without  even  opportunity  for  counsel  to  even  exam- 
ine the  matter  submitted  and  put  in  evidence,  thei-e  being  as  many  as  a  dozen  or  two 
copies  of  said  paper  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire  investi- 
gation, and  the  same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in;  in  point  of  fact, 
summarily  aunounced  closed. 

Also  a  copy  of  the  same  paper  of  the  date  of  August  16,  1895,  containing  a  list  of 
suspects  who  were  alleged  to  have  illegally  registered. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  is  is  illegal  and  unpreoedented 
to  offer  the  file  of  a  partisan  newspaper  in  an  investigation  without  proving  the 
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paper,  who  wrote  the  artioles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving  opportnnity 
to  croM-exaraine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  article,  and  without  stating  even  who 
the  aothor  of  said  articles  was,  and  without  even  opportunity  for  counsel  to  even 
fxsmine  the  matter  snhmitted  and  put  in  evidence,  toere  beinff  as  many  as  a  dozen 
<ff  two  copies  of  said  paper  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire 
ioTestiganon,  and  the  same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in;  in  point  of 
&et,  summanly  announced  as  closed. 

Also  a  eopy  of  the  same  paper  of  the  date  of  August  23,  1895,  containing  a  list  of 
tospecte  who  were  alleged  to  nave  illegally  registered. 

Counsel  for  eontestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  it  is  illegal  and  un|>recedented  to 
offer  the  file  of  a  partisan  newspaper  in  an  investigation  without  proving  the  paper, 
who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving  opportunity  to  cross- 
examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  even  opportnnity  for  coun- 
■el  to  even  examine  the  matter  submitted  and  put  in  evidence,  tnere  being  as  many 
as  a  dozen  or  two  copies  of  said  paper  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of 
the  entire  inveetigation,  and  the  same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in; 
io  point  of  fact,  summarily  announced  as  closed. 

Also  a  eopy  of  the  same  paper,  of  the  date  of  August  24, 1896,  containing  a  list  of 
aospeets  who  were  alleged  to  have  illegally  registered. 

Counsel  for  eontestee  objects  on  the  ground  ^at  it  is  illegal  and  unjireoedented  to 
offer  the  file  of  a  partisan  newspaper  in  an  investigation  without  proving  the  paper, 
who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving  opportnnity  to 
cross-examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  even  stating  who  the 
author  was,  and  without  even  opportunity  for  counsel  to  even  examine  the  matter 
labmitted  and  put  in  evidence,  tnere  being  ns  many  as  a  dozen  or  two  copies  of  said 
paper  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire  investi^Ation,  and  the 
same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in;  in  point  of  fact,  summarily  closed. 
Alao  a  copy  of  the  same  paper,  of  the  date  of  August  28, 1896,  containing  a  list  of 
aaspects  who  were  alleged  to  have  illegally  registered. 

Connsel  for  eontestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  it  is  illegal  and  unprecedented  to 
offer  the  file  of  a  partisan  newspaper  in  an  investigation  without  proving  the  paper, 
who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving  opportnnity  to  cniss- 
examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  article,  and  without  even  stating  who  the  author 
of  the  article  was,  and  without  even  opportunity  for  connsel  to  even  examine  the 
matter  so  submitted  and  put  in  evidence,  there  being  as  many  as  a  dozen  or  two  of 
taid  papers  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire  investigation,  and 
the  same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in;  in  point  of  fact,  summarily 
aDooanced  as  olo^d. 

Also  a  copy  of  the  same  paper,  of  the  date  of  September  2, 1895,  containing  a  list 
of  sospects  who  were  alleged  to  have  illegally  registered. 

Coonsel  for  eontestee  objects  to  the  same* on  the  gronnd  that  it  is  illegal  and 
unprecedented  to  offer  the  file  of  a  partisan  newspaper  in  an  investigation  without 
proving  the  paper,  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving 
opportunity  to  cross-examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  stating 
evea  who  the  author  of  said  articles  wan,  and  without  even  opportunity  f(»r  coun- 
sel to  ev**n  examine  the  matter  subtuitted  and  put  in  evidence,  there  being  as  many 
as  a  do7en  or  two  copies  of  said  paper  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the 
ipTestigation,  and  the  same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in ;  in  point  of 
fact,  Kummatily  announced  as  closed. 

Also  a  eopy  of  the  s:>me  paper,  of  the  date  of  August  29, 1895,  containing  a  list  of 
soapeets  who  are  alleged  to  have  registered  illegally. 

Connsel  for  eontestee  objects  on  the  gronnd  that  it  is  illegal  and  unprecedented  to 
offer  the  files  of  a  partisan  newspaper  in  an  investigation  without  proving  the  paper, 
or  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offert^d  in  evidence  without  giving  opportunity  to 
crosa-examine  the  witness  who  wrot-e  the  articles,  and  without  stating  even  who  the 
aotborof  the  articles  was,  and  without  even  an  opportunity  for  counsel  to  even 
sxamine  the  matter  submitted  and  put  in  evidence,  there  being  as  many  as  a  dozen 
or  t«'o  copies  of  said  paper  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire 
inv^fltigation,  and  the  same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in;  in  point  of 
^t,  snmmarily  announced  as  closed. 

Also  a  copy  of  the  same  paper,  of  the  date  of  August  31, 1895,  containing  a  list  of 
SQspects  who  were  alleged  to  have  registered  falsely. 

Connsel  for  eontestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  it  is  illegal  and  unprecedented  to 
offer  the  files  of  a  partisan  uewsi^aper  in  an  invostigation  without  proving  the  paper, 
who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving  opportunity  to  cross- 
cxamiae  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  even  stating  the  name  of 
the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  even  an  opportunity  for  counsel 
^  eren  examine  the  matter  submitted  and  put  in  evidence,  there  being  as  many 
ss  a  dozen  or  two  of  said  papers  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire 
ioTcstigation,  and  the  same  being  oftered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in ;  in  point  of- 
fset, summarily  announced  as  closed. 
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Al90  a  copy  of  the  same  paper  of  the  date  of  September  7, 1895,  contaiiimg  a  list 
of  8a8]>ect8  who  were  alleged  to  have  regintered  illegally. 

Coansel  for  oontestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  it  is  illegal  and  anprecedentedto 
offer  in  an  InTestigation  the  file  of  a  partis;»n  newspaper  without  proving  the  paper^ 
who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving  the  opportunity  to 
cross-examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  stating  ereu  who  the 
author  of  said  articles  was,  and  without  even  an  opportunity  for  counsel  to  examine 
the  matter  submitted  and  put  in  evidence,  there  being  as  many  as  a  dozen  or  two  of 
the  said  papers  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  olose  of  the  entire  evidence,  and 
the  same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in ;  in  point  of  fact,  sammarily 
closed. 

Also  a  copy  of  the  same  paper  of  the  date  of  August  21, 1895,  containing  a  list  of 
suspects  who  were  alleged  to  have  registered  falsely. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  it  is  illegal  and  unprecedented  to 
offer  iu  an  investigation  the  file  of  a  partisan  newspaper,  without  proving  the  paper, 
who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving  the  opportunity  to 
cross-examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  ntating  who  the 
author  of  said  articles  was,  and  without  even  an  opportunity  for  counsel  to  examine 
the  matter  submitted  and  put  on  record  in  the  evidence,  there  being  as  many  as  a 
dozen  or  two  of  the  said  papers  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire 
investigation,  and  the  same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in;  in  point  of 
fa6t,  summarily  closed. 

Also  a  copy  of  the  same  paper  of  the  date  of  September  9, 1893,  containing  a  list  of 
suspects  who  were  alleged  to  have  registered  illegally. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  same  on  the  ground  that  it  is  illegal  and  unprec- 
edented to  offer  in  an  investigation  the  file  of  a  partisan  newspaper,  without  prov- 
ing -the  paper,  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving  the 
opportunity  to  cross-examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  stating 
the>aiithor  of  said  articles,  and  without  even  an  opportunity  for  counsel  to  examine 
the  matter  submitted,  and  put  on  record  in  the  evidence,  there  being  as  many  as  a 
dozen  of  said  papers  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire  investiga- 
tion, and  the  same  being  offerad  after  the  evidence  was  all  in;  in  point  of  fact,  sam- 
marily closed. 

Also  a  copy  of  the  same  paper,  of  the  dat«  of  Au^^ust  19,  1895,  containing  a  list  of 
snspects  who  were  alleged  to  have  registered  illegally. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  same  on  the  grouud  that  it  is  illegal  and  unprece- 
dented to  offer  in  an  investigation  the  tile  of  a  partisan  newspaper,  without  proving 
the  paper,  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving  the  oppor- 
tnnity  to  cross-examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  m  evidence 
without  giving  opportunity  to  cross-examine  the  witness,  and  withoi\t  stating  even 
who  the  author  of  the  said  articles  was,  and  without  even  an  opportunity  for  conn- 
sel  to  examine  the  matter  submitted  and  put  in  evidence,  there  being  as  many  as  a 
dozen  or  two  copies  of  said  paper  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire 
investigtaion,  and  the  same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in ;  in  point  of 
fact,  summarily  closed. 

Also  a  copy  of  the  same  paper,  of  the  date  of  August  20, 1895,  containing  a  list  of 
suspects  who  were  alleged  to  have  registered  illegally. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  same,  on  the  gmund  that  it  is  illegal  and  unprec- 
edented to  offer  the  file  of  a  partisan  newspap  r  in  an  investigation,  without  prov- 
ing the  paper,  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  giving  an 
opportunity  to  cross  examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  even 
stating  the  author  of  said  articles,  and  without  even  an  opportunity  for  counsel  to 
examine  the  matter  submitted  and  put  in  evidence,  there  being  as  many  as  a  dozen 
of  the  said  papers  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire  evidence,  and 
the  same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in ;  in  point  of  fact,  summarily 
closed. 

Also  a  copy  of  the  same  paper,  of  the  date  of  August  20,  containing  a  list  of  suspects 
who  were  alleged  to  have  registered  illegally. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  it  is  ille^l  and  nnprecedented  to 
offer  the  file  of  a  partisan  newspaper  in  an  investigation,  without  proving  the  paper, 
who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  an  opportunity  to  cross- 
examine  the  witness  wlio  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  even  stating  who  the  author 
was,  and  without  even  an  opportunity  for  the  counsel  to  examine  the  matter  sub- 
mitted and  offered  in  evidence,  there  being  as  many  as  a  dozen  of  the  said  papers 
shoved  at  the  commississioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire  evidence,  and  the  same  being 
offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in;  in  point  of  fact,  summarily  closed. 

Also  a  copy  of  the  same  paper,  of  the  date  of  August  15,  1895,  containing  a  list  of 
suspects  who  were  alleged  to  have  registered  illegally. 

Counsel  for  contestee  obiects  on  the  ground  that  it  is  illegal  and  unprecedented  to 
offer  in  an  investigation,  tLe  file  of  a  partisan  newspaper,  without  proving  the  sam^ 
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vho  wrote  the  articles,  aod  offered  in  evidence  without  an  opportunity  to  cross- 
exaoiine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  even  stating  the  name  of 
the  anther  of  the  Hame,  and  even  without  an  opportunity  for  counsel  to  examine  the 
matter  submitted,  and  put  in  evidence,  there  being  as  many  as  a  dozen  or  two  of 
the  said  papers  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  investigation,  and  the 
nme  being  ofFered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in ;  in  point  of  fact,  summarily  closed. 

Also  a  oopy  of  the  same  paper,  of  the  date  of  September  12,  1895,  containing  a 
list  of  suspects  w^ho  were  alleged  to  have  registered  illegally. 

Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  it  is  illegal  and  unprecedented  ta 
offer  the  tile  of  a  partisan  newspaper  in  an  investigation,  without  proving  the  paper, 
who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  an  opportunity  being  given 
to  cross-examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  even  stating  who- 
the  author  was,  and  even  without  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  matter  submitted 
and  put  in  evidence,  there  being  as  many  as  a  dozen  or  two  of  the  said  papers  shoved 
at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire  investigation,  and  the  same  being 
ofl'ered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in ;  in  point  of  fact,  summarily  closed. 

Also,  a  copy  of  the  same  paper  of  the  date  of  August  12,  1895,  containing  a  list  of 
•aspects  who  were  alleged  to  nave  registered  illegally. 

Counsel  for  contestant  objects  on  the  ground  that  it  is  illegal  and  unprecedented 
to  otfer  in  an  investigation  the  file  of  a  partisan  newspaper,  without  proving  th» 
■ame,  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  without  an  opportunity  to  cross- 
examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and  without  even  stating  who  was  the 
aotfaor  of  the  articles,  and  without  even  an  opportunity  for  counsel  to  examine  the 
natter  submitted  and  put  in  evidence,  there  being  as  many  as  a  dozen  or  two  of  the 
said  papers  shoved  at  the  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire  investigation,  and. 
the  same  being  offered  after  the  evidence  was  all  in ;  in  point  of  fact,  summarily 
closed. 

Also,  a  copy  of  the  same  paper  of  the  date  of  September  13,  1895,  containing  a 
oopy  of  a  list  of  names  who  were  alleged  to  have  registered  illegally. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  it  is  illegal  and  unreliable  and 
oaprecedented  to  offer  the  file  of  a  partisan  newspaper  in  an  investigation  without 
proving  the  paper,  who  was  the  writer  of  the  articles,  and  offered  in  evidence  with- 
out giving  an  opportunity  to  cross-examine  the  witness  who  wrote  the  articles,  and 
without  even  stating  who  the  author  of  the  articles  was,  and  even  without  an 
opportunity  for  counsel  for  contestee  to  examine  the  matter  sul)mitted  and  put  in 
endence,  there  being  as  many  as  a  dozen  or  two  of  the  said  papers  shoved  at  the 
commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  entire  investigation,  and  the  same  being  offered 
after  the  evidence  was  all  in;  in  point  of  fact,  summarily  closed. 

The  taking  of  testimony  in  behalf  of  the  contestant  was  here  again  announced  as 
closed,  the  time  allowed  by  law  having  expired. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  8^  day  of  January,  1896. 

[6KAL.]  8am  T.  POTT8,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Ga, 


TESTIMONY  FOR  C0NTE8TEE. 

ORIGINAL  NOTICE. 

Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson: 

Yoa  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  oonrt-house,  in  the  town  of  Irwinton,  ooanty 
of  Wilkinson,  State  of  Georgia,  commenoing  at  9.90  o'clock  a.  ni..  ninetieth  meridian 
time,  I  willy  on  January  27,  1896,  and  continuing  ftom  day  to  day  until  the  examina- 
tion is  completed,  before  John  T.  Hatfield,  notary  public  of  said  county,  take  the 
testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  residents  of  the  county  of  Wilkinaoii, 
to  wit,  W.  8.  Baker,  H.  F.  Carswell,  B.  J.  Stephens,  J.  M.  Boone,  and  John  M.  Patter- 
son: said  testimony  to  be  used  by  me  in  your  contest  against  me  for  Representative 
in  tne  Fifty- fourth  Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

This  examination  is  to  be  iu  addition  to  and  not  to  supersede  those  of  which  yon 
have  already  received  notice  to  take  place  in  the  counties  of  Richmond,  Hancock, 
4ind  Jefferson,  or  elsewhere,  of  which  you  have  had  notice. 
This  23d  day  of  January,  1896. 

J.  C.  C.  Black, 
By  Jos.  B.  Cumming, 
J.  R.  Lamar, 
C.  H.  Cohen, 
BoYKiN  Wright, 
His  Attamejfs  af  Law. 
CrEORGiA,  Binhmond  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  F.  E.  Obenauf,  who  on  oath  says  that  on  the  23d  day 
of  January,  1896,  he  served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  B.  M.  Gross,  esq.,  attorney 
M  law  of  Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson,  representing  him  in  said  contested  election. 

This  the  23d  day  of  January,  1896. 

F.  £.  Obenauf. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  January,  1896. 

•  B.  W.  Barrow, 

Notary  PubtiCf  Richmond  County,  Gn. 

WILKINSON  COUNTY. 

CouRT-HousE,  Irwinton,  January  g?,  1896, 

Thomas  £.  Watson  v.  J.  C.  C.  Black.    In  rem.    Contest  for  seat  in  Fifty-fourth  Con« 

gress  f^om  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

W.  F.  Cannon,  representing  contestant;  J.  W.  Lindsey,  representing  contestee. 

Testimony  taken  before  J.  T.  Hatfield,  notary  public  and  ex  officio  Justice  of  the 
peace  i^  and  for  the  Three  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  district,  G.  M.,  of  Wilkinson 
County. 

J.  M.  PATTERSON,  sworn,  says: 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  election  precinct  at  the  Three  hundred  and  twenty-eighth 
district  at  the  October  election  in  1895? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  any  person  or  persons  vote  at  that  precinct  at  that  election  whose  namea 
-were  not  upon  the  registration  listf — A.  They  did. 

Q.  Please  state  who  those  persons  were. — A.  John  Rinns,  colored,  and  one  Holder, 
the  son  of  Gamaliel  Holder;  do  not  remember  his  given  name. 

Q.  Do  you  know  for  whom  those  parties  voted! — A.  For  Thomas  E.  Watson. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  they  voted  for  hlmf — A.  I  was  one  of  the  manag^ers  and  saw 
them  vote. 

Q.  You  being  a  manager,  why  did  you  allow  them  to  votef — A.  The  other  two 
managers  were  in  favor  of  their  voting.  I  objected,  and  being  in  the  minority,  they 
were  allowed  to  vote. 

Q.  Did  the  other  two  managers  give  any  reason  why  they  allowed  them  to  votef — 
A.  They  did  not  to  me. 
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Q.  What  was  the  politics  of  the  other  two  managers,  and  your  ownf — A.  They 
were  Popnlista, and  la  Democrat. 

J.  M.  Patterson. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  snlMoribed  before  me,  and  oertlfled  by  me  as  being  sworn, 
on  this  the  27th  day  of  January,  1896. 

J.  T.  Hatfield, 
Notary  Public  and  ex  officio  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

CouBT-HouSE,  Irwiuton,  January  £7, 1896. 
J.  M.  BOONE,  sworn,  says: 

Q.  Who  were  the  registrars  of  Wilkinson  Connty  acting  in  the  revision  of  the 
Toters  for  the  election  neld  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  18961— A.  J.  T.  Pierre,  B.  J» 
Stephens,  and  affiant,  J.  M.  Boone. 

(^.  How  and  where  was  this  sitting  heldf — A.  It  was  held  publicly  at  the  couri- 
hoose. 

Q.  How  did  your  body  proceed  in  hearing  testimony  on  the  challenges  madef — A* 
We  took  up  the  list  of  challenses  by  districts. 

Q.  What  were  the  grounds  for  the  yarious  challenges  madef — ^A.  Some  were  for 
nonresidenoe,  some  for  not  going  in  and  paying  taxes,  some  for  being  under  age, 
lome  for  idiocy,  and  some  for  being  insolvent  taxpayers. 

Q.  Tell  how  you  proceeded  to  investigate  these  various  charges. — ^A.  We  gave  the 
let^  notice  to  each  person  challenged.  After  thev  appeared  we  gave  them  every 
opportunity  to  show  that  they  were  not  subject  to  be  stricken. 

Q.  State  the  character  of  the  testimony  required,  and  upon  whom  the  burden 
Tested  to  make  ffood  the  challenge. — ^A.  We  required  the  challenger  to  make  good 
the  ground  of  the  challenge.  We  held  that  a  tax  receipt  was  a  good  showing  for 
thst  particular  challeuffe.  If  he  did  not  have  the  receipt  (lost),  we  then  referred  to 
the  dij^est,  and  if  it  did  show  failure  to  pay,  then  he  could  show  that  he  had  paid  at 
tome  other  time;  he  could  refer  to  the  record  of  commissioners'  court  and  show  that 
he  had  paid  and  been  excused  before.  Every  facility  was  afforded  to  each  man  to 
ifaow  that  he  had  paid  all  tax  required  of  him. 

Q.  Did  any  persons  challenged  present  receipts  from  other  persons  than  the  tax 
collector  or  sheriff  for  taxes  insolvent  f — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Whose  receipts  were  they  f—A.  One  or  two  shown  from  H.  F.  Carswell  and 
■ereral  from  Capt.  J.  A.  Mason. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  the  dates  were  of  those  coming  f^om  Mr.  Carswell,  or 
vho  preaented  themf — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Is  it  or  not  true  that  those  coming  from  M.  Carswell  were  shown  to  have  been 
ftlao  paid  over  to  the  county  school  commissioners? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  any  of  the  receipts  coming  from  Captain  Mason  shown  also  to  have  been 
to  the  school  commissioners f — ^A.  There  were  seven  or  eight  of  those  receipted  by 
Captain  Mason  also  paid  over  to  the  school  commissioners. 

Q.  About  what  time  were  they  dated  and  receipt  from  school  commissioners  also 
dstedf — A.  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  the  spring  that  both  dates  were  made — can 
not  remember  exactly. 

Q.  Were  the  parties  showing  receipts  of  this  kind  stricken? — A.  They  were  not. 

Q.  Were  there  any  receipts  coming  from  Captain  Mason  and  not  allowed? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why  were  they  not  allowed? — A.  They  were  not  allowed,  as  we  did  not  recog- 
nize him  as  the  proper  officer  to  collect  those  taxes  and  receipt  for  them. 

Q.  Was  there  any  effort  made  to  show  that  the  money  covered  by  these  receipts 
lejected  had  been  paid  to  the  proper  officer? — ^A.  There  was  none,  and  Captain  Mason 
taid  that  he  had  not  paid  it  over,  and  that  he  had  no  idea  that  he  ever  would. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  many  fell  under  this  ruling,  and  their  names? — A.  I  don't 
remember  how  many,  but  do  remember  some  of  their  names. 

Q  Do  you  remember  the  showing  made  by  Frank  Beall  for  his  reinstatement? — ^A. 
I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  for  what  Henry  Cummings  was  challenged? — A.  For  nonpay- 
ment of  taxes,  he  claiming  that  he  was  too  young  to  pay  at  the  time  challenged. 

Q.  What  other  name  had  Henry  Cummings  gone  by? — A.  Henry  Epps. 

Q.  Did  the  name  of  Henry  Epps  appear  on  the  insolvent  list  for  any  year  ?— A.  Don't 
Kmember. 

Q.  For  what  reason  was  Horace  Fleetwood  and  George  Hughs  challenged? — A.  I 
don't  remember  about  George  Hughs,  but  Horace  Fleetwood  was  chained  with  idiocy. 

Q.  What  proof  was  made,  and  by  whom,  to  sustai  n  the  charge  ? — A.  Don't  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  the  charges  were  against  John  Hightower,  Allen  Willi- 
tod,  Tom  Smith,  and  J.  B.  Ussery? — A.  The  charges  against  Ussery,  Smith,  and 
Hifhtower  were  that  they  had  property,  but  did  not  give  it  in  and  pay.  The  charges 
▼ere  sustained.    Ussery  said  his  property  was  not  worth  anything,  and  had  paid  none 
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flince  he  had  paid  poll  tax  some  nine  yean  before.  Smith  said  that  Joe  Walker  Lord 
•aid  that  he  nad  paid  it,  but  Lord  waa  not  produced  to  prove  it,  and  no  effort  waa 
made  by  Smith  to  get  him.  Hightower  also  had  not  given  in  or  paid,  and  iuid  prop- 
erty.   I  don't  remember  about  Williford. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  charges  against  Alex.  Gatling  and  James  H.  Jo)msonf— 
A.  They  were  challenged  for  being  nonresidents. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  proof  in  Alex.  Gatling's  casef — A.  I  remember  that  he  was 
flhown  to  live  in  Jones  County. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  proof  in  the  Johnson  casef — A.  I  don't  know  the  John- 
Bons  apart.  There  were  two,  and  one  was  shown  to  live  in  Wilkinson  and  we  did 
not  strike  him;  one  was  shown  to  live  in  Twiggs  and  we  struck  htm. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  charge  against  J.  W.  Mitchelf — A.  I  think  it  was  (or  tiiie 
nonpayment  of  taxes. 

Q.  VV^at  evidence  was  submitted,  if  any,  to  show  that  the  charge  was  traef— A 
There  was  no  return  of  taxes  on  the  digest;  and  upon  the  statement  made  by  J.  T. 
Pierce,  one  of  the  registrars,  that  Mitchel  had  been  in  Jail  all  1894,  be  was  aattsfied 
that  he  could  not  have  paid.  The  other  two  agreed  that  he  should  be  stricken.  1 
dissented,  on  account  of  MitcheFs  statement  that  his  tax  receipt  had  been  burned, 
but  I  withdrew  my  dissent  when  Mr.  Pierce  made  his  statement.  I  think  tliat  it 
was  Mr.  Pierce  that  made  the  statement,  he  living  down  in  that  section  of  the  county. 
Jftr.  Stevens  Mves  up  in  the  opposite  part  of  county.  It  was  one  or  the  other  that 
made  it. 

Q.  Was  there,  or  not,  any  discrimination  made  by  the  board  en  aeeeant  of  the 
politics  of  any  person  challenged f — A.  There  was  not;  same  ruling  applied  to  afl 
alike. 

Q.  Did  any  of  your  members  retire  from  the  board  before  it  oonduded  its  workf— 
A.  Mr.  Pierce  re&red  on  the  seventh  day  at  noon. 

Q.  What  reason  did  he  give  for  abandoning  the  workf — ^A.  He  g»ve  as  his  reason 
the  rulings  on  the  Mason  receipts.  He  dissented  when  the  mHng  was  made,  but 
never  retired  until  noon,  and  the  ruling  was  made  the  first  thing  in  the  morning. 
Ue  participated  in  everything  until  retiring,  and  approved  of  everything  and  YoiSi 
for  everytning  up  to  his  time  of  retiring,  about  fifty-first  strike,  except  the  ruling 
on  the  Mason  receipts,  that  being  the  omy  time  that  I,  as  chairman,  was  -reqiilred  to 
▼etc. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  Did  not  the  registrars  exclude  everybody  from  the  court-house  except  the  reffis- 
trars,  Captain  Mason,  and  Mr.  Carswellf — ^A.  While  the  testimoay  was  being  taken 
everybody  was  admitted.  When  the  testimony  was  being  acted  upon  theie  was  ns 
one  present  except  Captain  Mason  and  Mr.  Cars  well,  besides  the  registrars. 

Q.  Did  you  not  swear  in  your  direct  testimony  that  you  did  not  hold  a  aeoret  Bes- 
aionf — A.  No;  I  did  not  swear  it  aud  did  not  hold  it. 

Q.  Did  any  man  appear  before  you  when  his  case  was  passed  upouf — ^A.  No. 

Q.  If  he  did  not,  tell  ns  why. — ^A.  He  was  present  when  the  testimony  wss  beins 
taken,  but  when  we  we  were  making  a  decision  we  did  not  need  his  presence  to  teU 
us  how  to  decide.  There  were  so  many  trying  to  tell  us  what  to  do  in  the  hearine 
of  testimony  that  we  were  very  much  hindered,  and  after  the  testimony  was  aU 
taken  we  asked  that  the  crowd  would  retire  and  let  us  pass  on  the  cases,  as  they 
could  not  help  us  to  decide,  and  we  retained  Captain  Mason  and  Mr.  Carawell  to  give 
us  any  further  assistance  that  we  might  need  in  the  further  examination  of  records 
that  we  mi&:ht  wish  to  make. 

Q.  How  did  you  obtain  the  age  of  Henry  Cummingsf — ^A.  I  believe  that  Mr.  Can- 
well  swore  that  he  had  known  aim  for  so  many  years,  and  the  evidence  was  satis- 
factory to  the  Populist  registrar  and  the  other  Democratic  registrar,  and  1  did  not 
have  to  vote. 

Q.  Did  anybody  else  swear  in  the  casef — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  Judge  Cannon  was  sworn. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  W.  Mathis;  how  he  was  excused  f — A.  I  remember  that  he 
was  up  here,  but  don't  remember  now  the  charge  against  him. 

Q.  If  there  were  any  minors  stricken,  name  them. — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  In  J.  W.  Mitchers  case,  did  you  swear  himf  — A.  I  think  we  swore  him.  Don't 
remember  what  he  swore — ^at  least  not  all.  It  was  satisfactory  to  me,  .as  I  have 
atated  in  my  direct  testimony. 

Q.  When  a  man  had  lost  his  receipt  did  you  take  his  oathf — ^A.  Yes;  if  there  was 
nothing  behind  it  to  show  that  he  was  iu  arrears. 

Q.  Did  Alex  Gatling  have  a  chance  to  prove  iiis  residence  I— A.  Thm  siunmom 
issued  and  was  sent  out  by  an  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  not  get  a  certificate  from  Mr.  MoDanlel  that  Alex  Gatlii^  Jived  on  bis 
place  in  Wilkinson  County  f — ^A.  I  did  not ;  at  least  I  never  saw  it. 

Q.  What  did  Alex  Gatling  swear  f— A.  I  don't  know  what  he  swore. 

Q.  Was  J.  T.  Pierce  with  you  when  you  struck  Lord's  district f— A.  iHe  was.  J 
don't  remember  that  he  went  through  all  the  challenges  in  Lord's  district  or  not. 
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Kediieet: 

Q.  Waa  any  man  who  was  challoDged  excluded  who  wanted  to  he  heard  f — A.  None. 

Q.  Did  any  man  who  waa  challenged  ask  to  be  present  when  yon  paaaed  upon  his 
ease  f— A.  No  one.  Anyone  could  hare  been  present  when  we  passed  upon  his  case^ 
one  at  a  time,  but  we  could  do  nothing  with  the  crowd  of  outsiders. 

Crosa-examination  again : 

Q.  Did  yo«  not  tell  the  crowd  that  if  they  did  not  get  out  you  would  have  the 
theriff  to  pot  them  ontf 

(This  is  objected  to  by  the  conteatee.) 

A.  1  don't  remember,  but  my  impression  is  that  we  did  not.  My  recollection  is 
that  Mr.  Sterena  politely  asked  the  crowd  to  retire  and  that  they  did  so. 

J.  M.  BOONK. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me,  and  certified  to  hy  me.  this  January 
27,1896. 

J.  T.  Hatfield, 
Notary  FuhUo  and  ex  officio  Justice  of  the  reaee. 

CotTBT-HousK,  Irtptnlifn,  January  £7, 1896, 
WILLIAM  S.  BAK£B,  swom,  says: 

Q.  What  office,  if  any,  do  you  hold  in  Wilkinson  County? — A.  I  am  county  school 
eommissioner. 

Q.  What  control,  if  any,  have  you  over  the  insolvent  tax  fi.  fas.  of  the  county  f — 
A.  I  don't  know  that  1  have  any. 

Q.  When  any  collections  have  been  made  upon  these  insolvent  tax  fi.  fas.,  to  whom 
have  they  been  paidf — A.  The  poll  tax  has  been  paid  to  me. 

Q.  Did  yon  receive  any  of  this  tax  in  18d4f  if  so,  from  whom? — A.  I  did;  from 
H.  F.  Carswell— $144. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  from  anybody  in  1895?  If  so,  from  whom? — A.  I  received 
ycnat  fh>m  Captain  Mason.    My  recollection  is  that  it  was  $8. 

Q.  When  was  that  paid?— A.  May  14, 1895. 

Q.  Please  state  the  names  of  the  persons  whose  taxes  were  paid  you  by  Captain 
Mason.— A.  John  Langford,  Bill  Butler,  Ed  Davis,  Elbert  Taylor,  Hardie  Smith, 
Floyd  Rylea,  John  Moore,  and  M.  M.  Day. 

Q.  What  direction,  if  any,  did  you  ever  give  about  the  collection  of  these  Insol- 
vent  fi.  fas.  ? — A.  I  can  not  say  that  1  gave  any  special  direction  for  these  collections, 
bat  of  course  insisted  that  all  be  collected  that  could,  supposing  that  was  what  the 
court  was  attempting  to  do,  as  it  would  be  just  that  much  more  to  divide  among  the 
teachers. 

Q.  Have  yon  called  upon  Captain  Mason  for  any  of  these  collections  since  October 
1, 1895? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  called  upon  Captain  Mason  since  October  1, 
1895  or  not.  He  approached  me  since  my  return  from  Arabi  (I  wan  there  while  the 
registrara  were  examining  lists)  and  told  me  that  he  had  perhaps  $40,  and  that  he 
i^iason)  had  told  the  registrars  thathe  did  not  know  whether  to  pay  it  over  or  give  it 
hack  to  the  taxpayera;  and  my  recollection  ia  that  he  was  still  in  that  undecided 
condition.  At  any  rate,  he  did  not  pay  it  to  me,  and  has  not,  but  has  since  told 
me  that  he  was  going  to  pay  it;  but,  as  I  have  stated,  he  has  not  done  it. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  the  jrarsons  who  paid  yon  in  1894. — A.  I  can  not  give  them 
from  memory,  but  have  a  list  of  them  at  home.  [List  being  produced.]  1  recognize 
it  as  the  one  I  receipted  for,  to  wit:  W.  H.CIance,  John  I.Morgan,  Ira  Hall, Sam 
Allen,  E.  J.  Rutland,  J.  U.  Lamb,  Elbert  Rutherford,  I.  J.  Kitchen,  Eras.  Morgan, 
Milton  Taylor,  Jim  Gray,  Horace  Veal,  Jeff  Harris,  Harry  Booker,  Jos.  B.  McCook, 
Wash  Cobb,  Henry  Capers,  Asa  Brantley,  Embrey  Coates,  Stephen  Freeman^  L.  G. 
Mercer,  Andrew  Ivey,  Zach  Huntsman,  By.  Manaon,  Jerry  Dixon,  Wm.  Hams,  J.  T. 
Liele,  W.  F.  Collins,  Jack  M.  Davis,  J.  I.  Whitehurst,  Rich  Brown,  Iverson  Veal.  John 
Lowe,  John  Stapleton,  R.  A.  Liales,  W.  A.  Bewderoth,  John  R.  Taylor,  Clayton  Angles, 
Heoiy  Lewia,  Sam  Underwood,  Jack  Saulsberry,  Andrew  Anderson,  Arthur  Baker, 
W.  £.  Boother,  laaiah  Peirce,  Emanuel  Dupree,  Emanuel  Smith,  Ed  Bryant,  John  A. 
Wood,  Jeter  Red,  Elbert  Taylor,  Thos.  Caasjr.,  Alfred  Ellington,  Henry  Coleman, 
Jim  Bonner,  Allen  Wimberley,  Scab  Jones,  Joe  Phillips,  Eli  Davis,  H.  D.  Miller,  Fleo- 
nan  C.  Lord.  Jaa.  I.  Hatcher,  Jim  Chambers,  Joe  Coates,  W.  L.  Snow,  Mose  Camp- 
^p.  Silas  mnma,  Andrew  Anderson,  Dan  Baum,  Wesley  Freeman,  Shade  Coates^ 
Wiley  Kesbitt,  Elbert  Ross,  Lewis  i  hambers,  Wilson  Robinaon,  Bunk  Hoover,  John 
W.  Strong,  Tim  Hatfield,  Tom  Brantley,  Isaac  Carswell,  Ellison  Davis,  Taylor  Fisher, 
W.  A.  Jones,  W.  G.  Howard. 

Q.  What  office  did  H.  F.  Carswell  hold  when  be  paid  yon  thismoney  ?— A.  He  paid 
it  to  me  acting  aa  clerk  of  the  commissioners'  court. 

Q*  What  time  did  yon  receipt  for  this  money  ?— A.  I  receipted  for  it  on  December 
*»  IWi. 
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Q.  Was  there  any  election  held  in  this  county  Jnat  before  yon  received  thia  money  f— 
A.  Yea. 

rrhia  qneation  and  answer  objected  to  by  conteatee.) 

Q.  What  elections  f — A.  Election  for  members  of  the  legislature  in  October,  and 
also  in  NoYember  for  Member  of  Congress. 

Q.  Can  you  give  from  that  list  when  these  taxes  were  paidf — A.  I  can  not.  1 
have  stated  when  I  got  them. 

Q.  In  what  official  capacity  did  J.  A.  Mason  pay  the  taxes  to  yoa  as  alresdj 
mentioned  f — A.  I  receipted  to  him  as  the  clerk  of  commissioners'  court. 

Q.  Have  vou  not  been  receiving  these  moneys  for  these  back  taxes  from  the  derk 
of  oonmiissionerB'  court  for  the  last  six  or  eight  years? — A.  I  have, 

W.  B.  Baksh. 

Answered,  sworn,  and  subscribed  before  me,  and  certified  to  by  me,  on  this  Janu- 
ary 27, 1896. 

J.  T.  Uatfuelp, 
Notary  Puhlie  and  ex  oj/Uio  Ju$iiee  of  tke  Peae$, 

COUBT-HOUSE,  Irwintan,  January  g?,  1896. 
H.  F.  CARSW£LL,  being  sworn,  says: 

Q.  What  connection,  if  any,  did  you  ever  have  with  the  court  of  oommisaionen  of 
roiibds  and  rivers  of  this  county  f — A.  I  was  clerk  of  that  court  for  several  yean, 
down  to  and  includinff  1894. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  ooUeot  any  insolvent  taxes  from  any  i)erson  who  appeared  as  an 
(jisolvent  tax  upon  the  the  records  of  that  court  f — A.  Yes. 

Q.  By  what  authority  did  you  make  those  collections  f — ^A.  The  first  that  I  ever 
collected  was  in  the  presence  of  the  court  and  by  its  instruction  at  the  time;  and 
by  its  instructions  continued  to  do  so.  I  always  paid  it  over  to  the  county  school 
oommissioners  and  county  treasurer;  poll  tax  to  the  commissioners  and  the  property 
tax  to  the  connty  treasurer. 

Q.  What  duties,  if  any,  did  yon  perform  in  connection  with  the  registrars  at  their 
sittings  in  examining  the  list  of  voters  for  the  October  election,  1895?— A.  I  acted  as 
their  clerk. 

Q.  Did  you  not  attend  all  their  sittings  when  taking  testimony  and  preparing  list 
of  voters? — A.  I  was  present  when  all  of  the  testimony  was  being  taken  and  when 
passing  on  said  lists ;  I  might  not  have  been  present  all  of  the  thne  while  drawing 
o£F  the  lists ;  nor  was  I  present  when  the  summonses  were  made  out. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  persons  challenged  present  to  the  registrars  receipts  for  the  pay- 
ment of  insolvent  taxes  given  to  them  by  you? — ^A.  Yes;  there  were  several  such 
eceipts  presented  for  the  year  1894. 

Q.  To  what  extent  did  the  registrars  recognize  those  receipts? — A.  They  were 
recognized  as  good,  and  I  had  the  receipts  of  county  school  commissioner  and  county 
treasurer  to  show  that  they  had  been  paid  to  proper  parties. 

Q.  Was  the  payment  of  these  sums  made  to  the  officers  before  the  registration 
closed  for  the  October  election  of  1895? — A.  Yes;  I  paid  it  over  in  1894. 

Q.  Were  any  of  the  receipts  given  by  J.  A.  Mason  as  clerk  of  board  of  commis^ 
sioners  recognized  by  the  registrars? — ^A.  Yes;  all  those  that  had  been  paid  over  to 
the  connty  school  commissioner. 

Q.  Were  any  of  Captain  Mason's  receipts  presented  by  insolvent  taxpayers  that 
were  not  recognized? — A.  Yes;  those  that  the  Captain  said  had  not  been  paid  over 
to  proper  officers  were  not  recognized. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Frank  Beall,  of  the  Three  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  district t— 
A.  Yes:  1  know  him. 

Q.  Was  he  challenged  before  the  registrars,  and  had  he  been  challenged  before  to 
your  knowledge? — A.  Yes;  he  was  challenged,  and  this  was  the  second  or  third  time 
that  he  had  been  challenged  and  stricken. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1894? — ^A.  I  don't  know  that  he  ever 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket.    I  am  quite  sure  that  he  did  not  do  so  in  1894. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Horace  Fleetwood? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  names  has  he  been  going  by? — A.  I  first  knew  him  about  twenty- 
five  or  twenty-six  years  ago  as  Horace  Fleetwood.  Some  ten  or  fifteen  years  later, 
when  some  boys  he  had  grew  up  and  called  themselves  Thomas,  he  adopted  the 
name  of  Horace  Thomas.  He  continued  this  appellation  until  two  yeara  a^o,  when 
he  became  afflicted  and  claimed  that  his  name  was  Horace  Thompson.  Since  then 
he  has  remembered  the  name  of  Fleetwood,  and  calls  himself  Horace  Fleetwood. 

Q.  For  what  was  he  challenged  before  the  registrars? — A.  Idiocy  or  imbecility. 

Q.  If  you  know,  state  his  condition  mentally. — A.  He  lives  on  my  place,  and  some 
two  years  ago,  or  perhaps  not  quite  so  long,  he  had  something  like  a  stroke  of  paraly- 
AiSj  since  which  his  mind  has  been  very  much  impaired,  so  much  that  he  can  attend 
to  no  business,  and  everything  that  I  do  with  them  has  to  be  with  some  other  member 
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of  the  family.  He  is  what  some  would  call  an  idiot,  bat  I  suppose  it  would  be  more 
pntperly  called  imbecility. 

V-  Do  30U  know  for  what  John  Hightower,  Allen  Witliford,  Tom  Smith,  and  J.  B. 
Tfiaery  were  challenged  f — A.  They  were  challenged  for  having  property  and  failing 
k>  give  in  and  pay  tax  on  the  same. 

( j.  WaH  this  challenge  sustained  by  proof,  and  had  either  of  them  been  challenged 
ill  previous  years  f — A.  The  challenge  was  sustained  by  proof  in  each  case.  John 
Hisbtower  and  Allen  Williford  had  been  challenged  in  1894  and  stricken.  I  don't 
think  that  the  other  two  had  been  challenged. 

(^.  How  many  times  have  you  fouud  the  name  of  a  taxpayer  eutered  on  the  digest 
for  the  same  year? — A.  1  have  frequently  seeu  them  eutered  lis  many  as  two  times  in 
tie  >auie  year,  and  several  years  ago  there  was  one  poor  follow  who  got  on  three  times. 

i^.  What  has  been  the  usual  way  by  tux  collectors  of  disposing  of  this  class  of 
eas>*8f — A.  The  collector  would  get  the  money  on  the  name  once  and  then  issue  a  ti.  fa. 
for  the  other,  which  was  most  frequently  incorrectly  returned  as  insolvent  and  as 
eiror  in  digest. 

<V-  Does  this  account  to  any  extent  for  a  man  appearing  on  the  insolvent  list  and 
hiving  a  receipt  for  same  year*s  taxes f — A.  I  think  that  perhaps  a  majority  of  such 
ca<Hs  are  to  be  so  accounted  for. 

(^.  Was  any  person  stricken  who  held  a  receipt  for  the  year  in  which  his  name 
ipp«*ared  on  the  insolvent  list,  and  for  which  he  was  challenged? — ^A.  No  one  that  I 
ever  knew  of. 

(^.  Oo  yon  know  of  anyone  who  held  your  receipts  for  certain  years,  and  that  com- 
raissioner*s  receipts  also  showed  that  he  had  receive<l  the  money  in  accordance  with 
your  riM*eipts,  yet  were  challenged  and  stricken  for  some  other  year? — A.  Yes,  I 
remember  that  this  waH  the  case. 

<^.  In  what  capacity  did  you  serve  in  the  October  election  in  1895? —A.  I  was  one 
of  the  managers  at  the  Irwin  ton  precinct,  Three  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  dis- 
trict, <;.  M. 

<^  Were  any  persons  allowed  to  vote  at  that  election  whose  names  did  not  appear 
00  regiHtration  list? — ^A.  Yes. 

<^.  Who  were  they? — A.  Joe  Smith,  John  Carswell,  Kobert  Winters,  and  Jack 

ThttT\*€. 

(^.  How  did  they  vot<^? — A.  Joe  Smith  voted  for  J.  C.  C.  Black,  and  the  other  three 
each  votetl  for  Thomas  E.  Wat. son. 

Q.  Under  what  circumstaiu  cs  was  Joe  Smith  allowed  to  vote? — A.  It  was  thought 
that  a  name  appearing  Jim  Smith  was  intended  for  Joe  Smith,  and  the  other  two 
manage rs  permitted  him  to  vote. 
7.  IHd  a  Jim  Smith  vote? — A.  No. 

(^.  Did  yon.  or  not,  attend  the  consolidation  of  the  returns  from  the  whole  connty 
«m  the  next  day? — A.  I  did. 

i^.  Wiis  any  Vetuni  submitted  having  neither  county  nor  district  upon  its  face? — 
A.  Yen. 

(^.  What  district  did  that  return  purport  to  come  from? — ^A.  There  was  nothing  on 
ibf  (»(•<>  of  it  to  identify  it  as  coming  from  any  district  in  this  connty  or  any  other 
<*'>niity  in  Ueorgia.  The  men  bringing  it  claimed  that  it  was  the  returns  from  the 
rLre*-hnndred  and  twenty -ninth  district,  G.  M.,  and  they  were  citizens  of  that  district. 
^.  How  did  the  vote,  as  shown  by  that, stand  as  to  Blacii  and  Watson? — A.  I  don't 
rt-UKMnlier  the  number  that  either  Black  or  Watson  received,  but  do  remember  that 
It  ;r»»ve  a  majority  of  51  in  lavor  of  Thom'.o.s  E.  Watson. 

<^  The  $114  that  yon  have  Mr.  Baker's  receipt  for,  when  did  you  collect  that  tax? — 
A.  Sfinie  time  in  tiie  summer  or  fall  of  1S94,  previims  to  the  election  of  October,  and 
palil  it  over  December  5,  1894. 

7-  Did  any  of  those  from  whom  you  collected  those  taxes  vote  in  the  October  or 
^oVl•nlbe^  election  of  1891  ? — A.  I  suppose  they  did. 
<^  l>i«l  you  not  register  quite  a  number  of  the  voters  in  1895? — A.  Yes. 
<i.  Did  you  register  Joe  Smith  ? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  I  did  or  not. 
(J.  How  many  receipts  were  shown  the  registrars  that  were  given  by  you?— A. 
"  an  Dot  say — don't  know. 

<^  Did  Frank  Beall  vote  in  1892;  and  did  he  not  vote  a  Democratic  ticket? — A. 
d*»ii't  know  that  he  voted,  nor  how  he  voted. 

<^  I)id  you  not  act  as  attorney  for  the  old  board  of  county  commissioners? — A. 
^'hfu  they  employed  me  to  do  so;  I  otherwise  did  not. 

^'  Are  not  all  of  the  following,  to-wit,  J.  B.  Ussery,  John  Hightower,  Allen  Willi- 
fcrd.and  Tom  Smith  registered  as  over  60  years  old?— A.  I  suppose  they  did,  as  I  am 
>ure  they  are  over  that  age. 

^.  Yon  say  that  Joe  Smith,  John  Carswell,  Jack  Thorpe,  and  Bobert  W^inters,  not  on 
'*»••  registration  list,  were  allowed  to  vote,  and  you  were  one  of  the  managers.  Why 
'  ''i.Ton  allow  them  to  vote? — ^A.  I  did  not  allow  them  to  vote.  I  did  not  think  under 
^*je  law  they  had  the  right  to  vote,  but  the  other  two  managers  put  a  different  con- 
itraetion  on  the  law  and  allowed  it. 
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Q.  How  were  the  managen}  divided  in  politics f — A.  John  T.  Hatfield  and  I  are 
Democrats;  Mr.  R.  F.  Sapp  is  a  Populist. 

Q.  In  the  consolidation  of  the  votes  from  all  over  the  county  on  the  next  day  after 
the  election,  in  October,  1895,  was  there  a  vote  taken  on  the  return  appearing  with- 
out district  or  county  on  its  face  as  to  whether  it  should  be  consolidated  with  the 
others  and  so  sent  up — the  one  from  the  Three  hundred  and  twenty-ninth  district f~ 
A.  There  was  a  vote  taken  among  the  consolidating  board  on  the  next  day  after  the 
election,  in  October,  1895,  as  to  whether  the  return  appeariu);  without  any  name  of 
district  and  county  on  its  face  should  be  consolidated  and  sent  up,  which  was  favor- 
able to  its  being  counted  and  sent  up. 

Q.  How  many  of  that  board  were  Democrats  and  how  many  were  Populists?— A.  I 
don't  remember  now  how  many  there  were  of  each ;  I  knew  at  the  time.  Perhaps  a 
majority  were  Democrats. 

Q.  When  did  yon  register  T.  H.  Hooks? 

(Question  objected  to  by  contest«e.) 

A.  He  registered  on,  according  to  my  recollection,  September  12. 1895. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  T.  H.  Hooks  vote;  and  who  did  he  vote  for? — A.  I  think  he  voted;  and 
if  he  did,  he  vote<l  for  Black. 

Q.  Did  Lewis  Robinson  register  with  you?— A.  He  may  have,  but  I  don't  remem- 
ber.   I  see  from  a  book  that  I  used  that  he  did  on  September  5,  1895. 

H.  F.  Carswkll. 
Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  and  certified  to  bv  me  on  this 
January  27,  1896. 

J.  T.  Hatfikld 
Xotary  Ptiblic  and  ex  officio  Ju$tiee  of  the  Peace. 
Georgia,  Wilkinson  County: 

I,  John  T.  Hatfield,  who  am  a  notary  public  and  ex  officio  justice  of  the  peace  in 
and  for  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  district  G.  M.  of  said  county,  do  cer- 
tify that  John  M.  Patterson,  J.  M.  Boone,  W.  S.  Baker,  and  H.  F.  Cars  well,  whose 
testimony  appears  in  the  foregoing  twenty  pages  of  writing,  were  duly  aworn  by  me, 
and  all  their  testimony  taken  down  and  subscribed  to  before  me  and  in  my  presence. 

Given  under  my  liand  and  official  signature  this  January  27,  1896. 

J.  T.  Hatfield, 
Notary  Pablic  and  ex  officio  Juetive  of  the  Peace. 

Georgia,  Wilkinson  County, 
Ordinary's  Office^  January  27,  1S9S, 

I,  H.  F.  Carswell,  who  am  the  ordinary  of  said  county,  do  certify  that  John  T. 
Hatfield,  of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  district  G.  M.  of  said  county,  is 
a  duly  appointed  and  legally  qualified  notary  public  and  ex  officio  justice  of  the  peace 
in  and  for  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  district  G.  M.  of  said  county,  and 
all  of  his  official  acts  as  such  officer  are  entitled  to  full  faith  and  recognition  under 
the  laws  of  Georgia  and  of  the  United  States. 

Given  under  my  official  signature  and  seal  of  office. 

[seal.]  H.  F.  Carswell, 

Ordinary  and  ex  officio  Clerk  of  Court  of  Ordinary. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 
Hon.  Thomas  E.  Watson: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  coni-t-house  in  the  tovrn  of  Louisville,  county 
of  Jefferson,  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  9.30  o*clock  a.  m.,  ninetieth  meridiaii 
time,  I  will,  on  January  27,  1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examina- 
tion is  completed,  before  T.  F.  Oanlk,  ordinary  of  said  county,  take  the  testimony  of 
the  following-named  witnesses,  residents  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  to  wit :  J.  L.  Lav- 
ton,  W.  D.  Kivers,  J.  W.  White,  M.  H.  Hopkins,  W.  E.  Taylor,  W.  .1.  Douglass,  C.Uvin 
Joiner,  Aleck  Farmer,  William  Oxford,  E.E.  Ponder,  Wesley  Jackson,  J.  J.  Walden, 
S.  M.  Walden,  A.  S.  Walden,  Will  Bnrton,  J.  W.  Beach,  M.  G.  Gamble,  W.  A.  Stone,  J.  F. 
Farmer,  W.  E.  Clark,  R.  E.  Farmer,  Brown  Kelly,  J.  A.  Speer,  P.  W.  Overatreet,  Preston 
Johnson,  William  Little^  R.  M.  Hardeman,  Burrell  Dogan,  and  R.  P.  Little;  said  testi- 
mony to  be  used  by  me  in  your  contest  against  me  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty- 
fourth  Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

This  examination  is  to  be  in  addition  to  and  not  to  supersede  those  of  which  yoa 
have  alreadv  received  notice  to  take  place  in  the  counties  of  Richmond,  Wilkinson, 
and  Hancock,  or  elsewhere,  of  which  you  have  had  due  notice. 

This day  of  January,  1896.         '  J.  C.  C.  Black. 

By  J.   B.   CUMMING, 

J.  R.  Lamar, 

C.   H.   COHKN, 

BovKiN  Wright, 
Hi$  Attorneys  a%  Law. 
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Okobgia,  Sickwiand  County: 

Pen»onH]ly  appeared  before  me  F.  E.  Obenanf^  who,  on  oath,  says  that  on  the  23d 
day  of  Jauaary,  1896,  he  serv^ed  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  B.  M.  Gross,  esq.,  attor- 
ney at  law  of  Hon.  Thouiaa  E.  Watson,  representing  him  in  said  contested  election. 

This  the  23d  day  of  January,  1896. 

F.  E.  Obenauf. 

Sworn  to  and  sabscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  January,  1896. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notnry  Public,  Bichmond  County. 

Thomas  E.  Watson  it.  J.  0.  C.  Black.    In  re.  cont'Oat  for  a  seat  in  the  Fifty- fourth 
Congreas  as  Representative  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

CoURT-HousE,  Louisville,  January  27,  189G, 

Appearances  for  Contestec  Black:  J.  G.  Cain,  J.  H.  Polhill,  W.  L.  Phillips,  J.  R. 
Phillips,  J.  W.  White,  and  R.  N.  Hardemnn. 

Appearances  for  Contestant  Walnon:  J.  J.  Wniigham. 

Testimony  taken  before  T.  F.  Caulk,  ordinary  or  Jetferson  County,  Ga.,  sitting  as 
the  court  for  the  purpose  of  taking  testimony. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Whigliam,  representing  Mr.  Watson,  requested  that  several  of  Mr.  Wat- 
«od'9  friends  be  admitted  in  court  to  rrprcsent  Mr.  Watson  and  examine  witnesses. 
The  court  ruled  that  only  the  attorney  or  atlonieys  of  Mr.  Watson  and  his  witnesses 
would  l)e  admitted,  and  refused  the  request.  The  court  permitted  Mr.  T.  H.  Warren 
to  l>e  present  and  take  down  the  testimony  for  Mr.  Watson. 

)lr.  Whigham  also  demanded  that  all  witnesses  be  sequestered,  which  was  over- 
ruled by  the  court,  on  the  ground  that  it  hud  no  authority  to  requester  wituchbes. 

M.  H.  HOPKINS,  sworn  as  a  witness  for  Contestee  Black,  testified: 

C^.  Who  were  the  registrars  for  Jefferson  County  in  1895? — A.  M.  H.  Hopkins,  W. 
J.  Honglass,  both  Democrats,  and  Thomas  E.  Swan,  Populist. 

Q.  How  did  the  registrars  proceed  in  regard  to  the  registration  list  and  the  de- 
faulters' lietf — A.  We  proceeded  according  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  code.  We 
took  the  written  list  of  registered  voters  that  was  given  us  by  the  tax  collector,  and 
took  each  district  separately  on  that  list,  beginning  with  the  seventy-sixth  district. 
We  called  the  iirst  name  on  the  list,  and  a  member  of  the  board  had  the  disquali- 
fied list  of  voters  and  examined  the  list  to  see  if  that  name  appeared  on  the  dis- 
<)ualified  list.  If  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  disqualified  list,  he  was  put  on  the 
list  of  qualified  voters,  we  making  out  a  list  of  the  qualified  voters  for  each  district. 
If  his  name  did  appear  on  the  list  of  disqualified  voters,  his  name  was  withheld  from 
the  list  of  qnalified  voters  and  put  on  a  separate  list.  After  we  had  gone  through 
the  registered  voters  of  that  district,  taking  each  name  separately,  and  examining 
the  disqualified  list  to  ascertain  if  it  appeared  thereon,  and  after  we'had  gone  through 
each  district  in  this  manner  and  thus  made  out  our  qualified  list  of  voters,  we  ap- 
pointe^l  a  day  to  hear  the  cases  of  those  who  appeared  on  the  disqualified  list — those 
whom  we  had  withheld  from  the  qualified  list  as  made  out  by  us — and  issued  a  sub- 
p*vna  for  each  voter  so  appearina:  a«  being  disqualified  to  appear  before  us  on  a 
named  day.  We  gave  as  much  time  as  possible  to  each  voter  summon ed  to  appear, 
never  requiring  them  to  appear  in  a  shorter  time  than  two  days  from  the  issuance  of 
the  dubptpua,  and  the  subpcenas  were  put  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  for  service  as 
•oon  as  they  were  issued— at  least  two  days  before  the  time  set  for  the  hearing.  All 
snbpfpDas  were  delivered  to  the  slieri ft*,  except  one  district,  and  that  was  delivered 
to  his  depnty.  The  districts  were  taken  up  consecutively  and  were  gone  through 
with  in  the  same  manner  as  detailed  above,  except  the  fourteen  hundred  and  six- 
tieth district,  which  was  considered  b^v  us  just  after  finishing  Avith  the  eighty-first 
^listrict.  The  two  districts  being  contiguous,  the  service  of  tlie  subpoenas  could  be 
liiore  expeditiously  made  by  taking  up  those  districts  in  that  order.  Nearly  all  dis- 
•jualilieations  arose  from  the  nonpayment  of  taxes.  A  great  many  removed  their  dis- 
nnalification  by  producing  receipts  at  the  hearing.  Otherts  proved  that  they  had  lost 
receipts,  and  on  snflBcient  evidence  to  that  effect  were  restored  to  the  qualified  voters' 
list.  The  t)oard  allowed  each  voter  whose  right  to  vote  was  challenged  to  offer  any 
lad  all  legitimate  evidence  to  show  that  he  was  not  disqualified.  The  board  did  not 
lay  down  or  enforce  a  riile  that  if  a  challenged  voter  was  a  colored  man  his  own 
<)4th  was  insufficient.  The  board  did  not  make  any  rule  that  a  tax  receipt  or  the 
testimony  of  a  white  man  was  necessary  to  establish  the  right  of  a  voter  to  register. 

%  Did  the  >>oaTd  adopt  any  rule  because  they  knew  that  most  of  the  disqualified 
Toters  were  colored  f — A.  No,*  sir. 

^.  Was  any  rule  adopted  making  any  distinction  whatever  between  the  colored 
>nd  white  disqualified  voters? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  yonr  board  adopt  aay  rule  that  a  nej^ro's  oath  was  iusaffioient  to  establiab 
his  right  to  Totef — A.  We  made  no  distinction  whatever  between  a  negro's  oath  and 
a  white  man's  oath. 

Q.  Ill  considering  your  disiiualified  list  of  voters,  did  it  appear  to  the  board  for 
what  year  each  was  distiualitied — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  the  board  investigate  any  othnr  year  than  that  in  which  it  was  alleged 
that  the  voter  was  di8(iaaliiied  forf — A.  No,' sir. 

Q.  Did  you  investigate  any  years  except  those  in  which  the  party  was  alleged  to 
be  a  defaulter? — A.  In  some  cases*  a  voter  would  be  called  upon  to  answer  for  a 
certain  year,  the  list  showing  that  he  was  a  «lef:iulter  for  that  year;  when  he  came 
up  and  answered  to  that  charge,  other  tax  ti.  f^is.  wt^re  found  against  him,  which  had 
been  discovered  since  the  former  subptena,  and  when  that  was  the  case  he  was  given 
further  time  to  prepare  his  defense  to  the  subst^quent  charge^  and  another  day 
named  for  him  to  appear  and  defend  against  it. 

Q.  For  those  years  that  there  were  no  charges  against  a  voter,  and  for  which  no 
tax  li.  fas.  developed,  was  there  any  investigation? — A.  No,  Hir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  voters  whose  names  appeared  on  the  registration  list  and 
who  were  properly  qualiiied  to  vote  who  were  left  off  of  the  voters'  list  prepared  by 
the  board  ? — A.  There  were  six  or  seven  voters'  names  left  off  of  the  voters'  list  ma^le 
by  ns  by  mistake  in  copying  the  list.  I  don't  know  whether  they  were  qnalitied 
voters  or  not,  as  their  names  did  not  come  before  ns  for  investigation.  Mr.  Charlie 
Walden,  Nathan  Jrant,  jr.,  and  Ike  Span  were  three  of  the  names  left  off  of  the  list. 
I  don't  remember  the  names  of  the  others. 

Q.  Is  not  this  the  defaulters'  list  of  voters  [exhibiting  book]  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  not  Mr.  Charlie  Walden's  name  appear  upon  this  defaulters'  list?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  Nathan  Grant,  Jr.'s,  name  a])pear  upon  the  defanlters' list? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  l)oes  Ike  Span's  name  appear  npon  the  defiui Iters'  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  investigation  was  any  distinction  made  between  parties  on  account  of 
race,  color,  politics,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude? — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  not. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Swan,  the  Populist  member  of  the  board,  unite  with  you  and  the  other 
members  of  the  board  in  the  rnlings  made? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  did. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  make  any  protest  against  the  notion  of  the  board  at  any  time? — A. 
No,  sir;  he  did  not.  He  was  in  accord  with  the  policy  and  methods  of  the  board  all 
the  time.  In  nine-tenths  of  the  cases  I  did  not  have  to  vote  at  all,  as  I  was  chair- 
man of  the  board,  and  Mr.  Swan  and  Mr.  Douglass  nsually  decided  all  questions  by 
their  voting  together.  I  voted  with  Mr.  Swan  as  often  as  I  did  with  Mr.  Douglass 
when  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  vote. 

Q.  When  you  made  up  your  voters'  list,  was  the  list  signed  by  all  three  members 
of  the  board? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Whigiiam: 

Q.  When  the  registrars  began  their  work  was  the  list  of  roters  furnished  to  you 
promptly  by  the  tax  collector,  or  was  there  some  delay  about  it? — A.  There  was  no 
delay  in  the  matter.  The  tax  collector  furnished  us  with  a  list  of  the  voters  of  cer- 
tain districts  transcribed  from  his  books,  and  we  proceeded  with  the  work  inmiedi- 
ately.  It  mi>;ht  have  been  three  or  four  days  before  he  gave  us  the  book  containing 
the  names  of  all  the  qualified  and  disqnalitied  voters.  Our  list  was  verified  bv  the 
book  funiislied  ns  by  the  tax  collector,  and  the  lists  he  fust  gave  ns  were  correct. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  nie  about  how  many  parties  in  the  county  had  charges  brought 
against  thein  of  being  di8(|ualilied  voters  f — A.  1  think  there  were  about  300. 

Q.  About  how  many  of  those  so  charged  were  stricken  from  the  vot-ers'  list?— A. 
I  think  there  were  about  158.  All  the  others  removed  their  apparent  disqualification 
by  proof. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  those  stricken  from  the  list  were  colored  and  what 
white? — A.  I  think  about  uine-tentbs  were  colored  and  one-tenth  white. 

Q.  Is  this  a  correct  list  of  the  names  stricken  from  the  voters'  list  [exhibiting  a 
list  made  out  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Whigham]  ? — A.  I  can  not  say  that  this  is  a  correct  list, 
though  I  remember  some  of  the  names  on  it  as  being  con-ect. 

Q.  When  parties  come  before  you,  could  you  not  tell  whether  the  party  was  a 
Democrat  or  Populist? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  conld  tell  in  about  three  minutes  on  what 
side  he  was — by  reason  of  the  interest  you  and  Mr.  Warren  took  in  his  case  if  he  was 
a  Populist,  and  the  interest  Messrs.  Caulk  and  Farmer  took  in  his  case  if  he  was  a 
Democrat. 

Q.  Is  the  Mr.  Caulk  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  answer  the  presiding  officer  in  this 
proceeding? — A.  Y'es,  sir, 

Q.  Can  yon  say  from  this  list  how  many  names  were  stricken  in  each  district?— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  can  not  say  how  many  were  stricken  in  each  district,  because  I  have 
not  the  authentic  list  before  me,  and  I  don't  remember  how  many  there  were.  I  can 
not  answer  the  question  without  having  the  proper  list  before  me. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  know  which  districts  in  the  county  give  Populist  minorities  f — A.  I 
thiok  the  seventy-sixth,  seventy-seventh,  eighty-first,  and  the  eighty-fifth  districts 
fpnerftlly  give  Populist  majorities. 

Q.  Was  not  two- thirds  of  the  voters  names  that  were  stricken  from  the  voters*  list 
found  in  thoee  districts? — A.  I  can  not  answer  that  question. 

Q.  Do  yon  rememher  about  how  many  voters  were  registered  in  the  Louisville  dis- 
triotf — A.  No:  I  do  not. 

Q.  Is  not  the  Louisville  district  largely  Democratic f — A.  Yes,  sir;  this  district 
Qsoally  goes  largely  Democratic. 

Q.  Do  not  the  negroes  in  the  Louisville  district  vote  with  the  Democrats? — A. 
Judging  from  the  returns,  I  think  the  negroes  muut  nearly  all  vote  the  Democratic 
tieliet  in  the  Loui8ville  district. 

i^.  Ih  it  not  a  fact  that  fewer  names  in  the  Louisville  district  were  stricken  from 
the  voters*  list  than  any  other  district  in  the  county  except  one? — ^A.  I  can  not  say  as 
t<'  that,  as  I  paid  little  or  no  attention  to  it. 

Q.  Was  the  disqualified  voters'  list  furniflhed  to  the  board  of  registrars  by  the 
proper  officers  when  the  board  began  its  investigation? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  yon  besran  your  investigation  were  not  other  tax  fi.  fas.  presented  to  you 
that  were  not  on  the  list  of  discxua lifted  voternf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

ij.  About  bow  many? — A.  I  can  not  say,  for  I  don't  remember. 

(^.  About  what  per  cent  of  the  tax  it.  fas.  furnished  yon  were  against  white  and 
what  against  colored  voters? — A.  1  don'f  know. 

i^.  Is  it  true  that  some  parties  wore  decided  to  be  qualified  voters  and  afterwards 
thftt  decision  was  reconsidered  and  the  parties  wore  stricken  f^om  the  voters'  list? — 
A.  I  recollect  one  case  of  that  kind — ^the  case  of  K.  W.  Underwood  •  and  I  also 
n^meniber  now  that.  Arthur  Ponder's  name  was  first  put  upon  the  quHlified  list  and 
ftfterwards  was  stricken.     In  both  instances  this  action  was  taken  for  good  reasons. 

V-  Do  you  know  the  politics  of  R.  W.  Underwood  and  Aithnr  Ponder? — A.  I  sus- 
ffH  that  they  are  Populists. 

C^.  Do  yon  remember  the  name  of  ('barles  Gresham,  which  was  investigated  f^om 
tbe  eighthy-fourth  liistrict? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  Was  his  name  stricken ;  and  if  so,  on  what  grounds? — A.  His  name  was  stricken 

00  the  ground  that  he  was  a  convict.     No  testimony  was  taken  in  his  case.     He  was 
annimoned  to  npponr,  bnt  failed  to  do  so. 

i^.  Do  you  know  his  politics? — A.  I  would  saspect  from  your  present  question  that 
be  was  a  I'opulist,  bnt  I  know  nothing  about  what  party  Ijo  belongt*  to. 

t^.  Did  you  prepare  summonses  for  all  these  defaulters  and  hand  those  summonses 
to  proper  officers  to  serve;  and  when  the  day  set  for  the  hearing  of  their  cases  upon 
vhieh  they  were  summoned  to  appear  did  you  require  those  officers  to  make  a  return 
of  their  service? — A.  I  did  not.  1  did  not  think  1  was  required  to  do  this,  as  I  could 
tinit  nothing  in  the  Code  imposing  this  duty  upon  me.  . 

Q.  Did  I  not  call  your  attention  to  this)  fact,  that  the  officer  should  make  a  return 
of  his  senriee  on  the  first  day  of  your  investigation  of  defaulters  in  answer  to  those 
snmmonses? — A.  I  don't  recollect  that  you  did. 

(^.  Is  it  not  a  fact  tliat  during  the  last  days  of  the  investigation  by  the  registrars 
that  parties  wonld  come  forward  before  tlie  board  and  say  that  they  bad  heard  there 
were  charges  against  them,  but  they  had  received  no  summons? — A.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect anything  of  the  kind. 

U.  Isn*t  it  a  fact  that  a  great  many  parties  who  were  summoned  came  before  the 
Wrd  in  answer  to  that  summons  and  found  that  they  were  charged  with  the  wrong 
Tear  in  the  summons,  having  their  receipts  for  the  year  named  in  the  summons,  who 
said  that  they  had  other  receipts  at  home,  but  never  came  back  any  more  and,  con- 
•C'lueiitlv,  their  names  were  stricken  ? — A.  No. 

(l-  Did  you  all  in  your  investigations  lay  down  all  partisan  feelings? — A.  For 
iBT«elf.  I  answer  yes.  ' 

Q.  Was  all  partisan  feeling  laid  aside  by  the  other  members  of  the  board? — A. 
jQ<i:;in);  from  the  action  of  the  members  of  the  board,  I  think  they  did. 

Q.  Were  you  not  gratified  when  you  qualified  a  Democrat  to  vote  and  sorry  when 

1  Populist  was  qualified  to  vote? 

iTdis  question  was  objected  to  by  contestee  on  the  ground  that  it  is  irrelevant  and 
improper.) 

A.  Being  a  Democrat,  of  course  I  felt  better  pleased  when  a  Democrat  was  quali- 
fied than  when  a  Populist  was  qualified. 

^.  Do  yon  remember  that  Mr.  W.  D.  Kivers,  the  tax  collector  of  this  county,  was 
•nmmoned  to  appear  belore  your  board  and  bring  with  him  and  produce  before  the 
Wrd  his  tax  collector's  books  for  the  years  1892  and  IK)3,  and  that  in  obedience  to 
that  snmmous  he  appeared  and  said  that  he  could  not  find  his  books,  that  they  had 
Weo  stolen  or  taken  out  of  his  store  ? — A .  I  can't  answer  as  to  the  year,  but  there  was 
itsx  book  called  for  and  Mr.  Rivers  made  that  statement. 

Q.  Did  not  the  Populists  waut  these  books  to  use  before  the  board? — A.  Ton 
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wanted  the  books,  bat  the  board  did  not  want  them,  as  it  had  no  need  for  them  in 
their  work. 

Q.  Who,  what  lawyer:^,  represented  the  interests  of  the  Populist  and  Democratic 
parties  in  the  inveHti^i^atiou  before  your  board  f — A.  You  represented  the  Populists 
and  Mr.  Hardeman  represented  the  Democrats. 

Q.  At  the  last  investigation  of  the  case  of  Arthur  Ponder  did  not  Mr.  Hardeman 
make  a  considerable  speech  m  favor  of  )iutting  him  on  the  disqualified  list,  at  the 
conclusion  of  which  I  asked  that  the  board  hear  from  me  as  to  his  qnalitication,  and 
no  answer  was  made  to  my  request,  consequently  he  had  no  defense  before  the 
board f — A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  circumstance. 

Q.  Did  not  the  board  hold  that  when  a  charge  was  made  by  the  State  ai^ainst  s 
party  that  the  burden  <>t  proof  was  on  the  party  to  show  his  qualification  a»  s 
voter? — A.  We  held  that  when  a  tax  fi.  fa.  was  presented  to  us  against  a  party,  which 
was  uncanceled,  that  the  party  must  prove  that  it  had  been  paid  before  we  woidd 
admit  his  name  to  the  ({ualified  list  of  voters. 

Redirect  examination : 

Q.  Please  state  the  reasons  of  the  board  of  registrars  for  first  putting  the  names  of 
R.  W.  Underwood  aud  Arthur  Ponder  on  the  qualified  list  and  afterwards  reconsid- 
ering that  action  and  striking  their  names  from  tue  qualified  list. — A.  In  the  case  of 
Mr.  L^uderwood  there  was  an  nncaneeled  tax  fi.  fa.  against  nim,  and  he  was  required 
to  appear  before  the  b(i:ird.  He  appeared  Hud  brought  as  his  witness  to  prove  that 
bis  taxes  had  been  paid  Mr.  CI.  Fields,  who  had  been  a  constable  and  who  bad  hail 
the  tax  fi.  fa.  in  cpiestion  in  his  hands  for  collection.  Mr.  Fields  swore,  not  po<ii- 
tively,  but  that  he  thought  the  fi.  la  hud  been  paid,  nnd  upon  bis  t>  stimony  Mr. 
Swan  and  Mr.  Douglass,  the  other  membei'M  of  the  board,  voted  to  put  Mr.  Uuder- 
wood's  name  iipon  the  qualified  list,  and  it  was  so  placed.  Afterwards,  during  our 
deliberations,  it  became  neces.Hary  or  expedient  for  me  to  mark  the  fi.  fa.  canceled,  and 
when  1  took  it  up  for  that  purpose  I  stated  that  I  did  not  feel  that  I  could  conncieii- 
tionsly  cancel  it  under  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Fields,  as  it  showed  on  ita  fare  that  it 
was  unpaid;  so  we  decided  to  call  the  matter  up  again  and  bring  Mr.  Fields  before 
us,  and  have  him  mark  the  fi.  fa.  canceled,  as  he  had  hud  it  for  collection.  When 
Mr.  Fields  appeared  the  second  time  he  refused  to  cancel  the  fi.  fa.  This  being  tb« 
case,  thefi.  fa.  was  still  shown  to  be  unpaid,  and  for  that  reason  westnick  Mr.  Under- 
wood's name  from  the  qualified  voters'  list.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Arthur  Ponder,  there 
was  a  tax  fi.  fa.  against  him  for,  I  think,  the  year  1892.  He  appeared  before  the 
board  and  showed  a  receipt  from  the  tax  collets  tor  that  he  had  paid  ap  the  fi.  fa.,  but 
this  receipt  showed  that  the  taxes  were  not  paid  until  after  the  registration  bookb 
ha<l  closed,  some  few  days  after  they  closed.  Mr.  Ponder  also  stated  that  be  lived 
in  Burke  County  the  year  for  which  this  fi.  fa.  was  issued  against  him,  and  he  had 
authorized  no  one  to  return  his  taxes  in  this  county.  His  name  was  on  the  tax  books 
of  this  county  fr»r  that  year.  Uuiler  these  circumstances  Mr.  Swan  and  I  voted  to 
put  his  name  on  the  qualified  list,  but  the  next  morning  both  of  us  became  satisfied, 
upon  refiection,  that  our  former  action  was  illegal,  and  we  reconsidered  the  matter 
and  struck  his  name  from  the  qualified  list.  We  then  had  Mr.  Ponder  summoned  to 
appear  before  us  on  another  day  to  show  his  qualification,  but  he  never  appeared, 
and  his  name  remained  on  the  disqualified  list  of  voters. 

Q.  Did  it  not  appear  in  evidence  in  the  Ponder  ca<ie  that  he  had  paid  no  taxes  io 
Burke  for  the  year  he  said  he  lived  there,  aud  also  that  Mr.  Forehand  gave  in  his 
taxes  here  that  year  at  bis  request? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recollect  that  this  evidence 
was  brought  before  the  board. 

M.  li.  Hopkins. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  by  M.  H.  Hopkins,  after  being  read  over  to  him 
in  the  presence  of  the  court  and  of  counsel  for  contestant  and  contestee,  this  27th  day 
of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary,  Jefferson  County^  Ga. 

W.  ,T.  DOUGLASS,  sworn  as  a  witness  for  contestee,  Black,  testified: 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  board  of  registrars  of  Jefferson  County  in  1895? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  act  with  the  board  in  all  of  its  sessions? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  In  pi'issing  upon  the  qualifications  of  voters,  how  did  the  board  proceed? — A. 
If  there  was  a  fi.  fa.  against  the  voter,  and  he  brought  up  a  receipt  against  it.  we 
would  put  him  on  the  qualified  list.  In  some  few  cases  the  parties  against  whom  there 
were  tax  fi.  fas.  would  come  up  aud  claim  that  they  had  lost  their  receipts,  and  we 
would  allow  them  to  prove  by  oral  testimony  that  they  had  paid  the  taxes,  and  if 
they  proved  this  their  names  would  be  placed  on  the  qualified  list. 

Q.  Did  you  not  allow  John  Walker  and  John  Thomas  to  prove  by  parol  testi- 
mony that  they  had  a  receipt  for  the  year  for  which  the  fi.  fa.  was  issued  against 
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them,  and  that  the  receipt  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  upon  this  testimony  did  not 
the  board  pnt  their  names  upon  the  qualified  listf — A.  I  do  not  remember  now. 
There  was  a  man  who  lived  on  the  Cheatham  place,  against  whom  there  were  several 
tax  fi.  faa.,  and  he  showed  receipts  for  every  year  a  ti.  fa.  had  been  issued  against  him 
except  one,  and  he  claimed  that  that  receipt  had  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  I  think 
the  board  allowed  bis  name  to  go  on  the  qualified  list.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was 
a  white  man  or  a  negro. 

Q.  In  your  investigation  did  yon  require  the  evidence  of  a  white  man  to  establish 
the  fact  claimed  by  a  negro? — A.  A  negro's  testimony  stood  upon  the  same  footing  as 
a  white  man's  before  us.     We  knew  and  made  no  distinction. 

(4,  Did  yon  investigate  any  year  except  those  for  which  the  voter's  name  appeared 
opon  the  defaulter's  ust. — A.  In  some  oases  we  did. 

^.  In  what  cases  were  thoief— A.  Sometimes  other  fi.  fas.  would  be  found  and 
produced  before  us  than  those  for  which  the  voter  was  called  upon  to  answer  to, 
sod  in  that  ease  we  would  give  him  further  time  to  meet  it,  setting  another  day  for 
the  hearing. 

<).  Did  you  require  any  voter  to  prove  his  qualification  for  any  year,  except  where 
yoQ  had  a  tax  fi.  fa.  against  him  or  his  name  appeared  on  the  defaulter's  list? — ^A. 
No,  sir;  if  we  had  nothing  before  us  against  him,  we  made  no  investigation.  Some- 
timcH  a  certain  party'H  name  would  not  appear  on  the  tax  books  at  all  in  a  cer- 
tain year,  and  we  would  summon  him  to  appear;  and  in  some  oases  the  voter  would 
eome  up  and  swear  that  he  did  not  live  in  this  county  that  year,  and  we  would  then 
pat  bis  name  on  the  qualified  list  of  voteri». 

Q.  In  those  instances  did  you  require  them  to  show  a  tiix  receipt  for  that  year 
from  the  proper  officer  of  the  conntv  in  which  they  claimed  to  have  lived? — A.  We 
did. 

<^.  Werethedifferent  political  parties  recognized  in  your  investigations;  did  you 
inquire  into  the  politics  of  a  voter  at  all? — A.  We  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  politics  of  all  the  voters  upon  whom  you  passed? — A.  I 
did  not. 

Q.  Did  the  color  or  politics  of  a  voter  have  any  effect  upon  the  disposition  of  his 
ease? — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Swan  cooperate  with  yon  add  the  board  in  all  its  actions? — A.  He  did. 

Q.  Was  the  action  of  the  board,  as  a  general  thing,  unanimous  or  not? — A.  Some- 
times we  Would  differ,  but  geoerally  we  were  together.  Mr.  Swan  and  I  did  most 
of  the  voting,  and  we  would  geuerally  be  together. 

Q.  Were  most  of  the  disqualified  voters  colored  or  white? — A.  The  most  of  them 
vere  colored.  The  number  of  disqualified  voters  in  each  district  is  shown  by  this 
table,  which  I  m4de  from  the  lists  made  up  by  the  board : 

Disqualified  voters. 
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This  is  the  whole  disqualified  list  of  voters  for  Jetferson  County. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  politics  of  these  parties  are? — A.  I  know  the  politics  of 
some  of  them,  but  not  all. 

(j.  How  many  qualified  voters  were  therein  the  county? — A.  I  did  not  make  a 
list  of  them,  and  do  not  remember,  but  think  there  were  about  2,200. 

Q.  Were  most  of  the  disqualified  colored  voters  Democrats  or  Populists? — A.  I 
don't  know  about  that.  In  some  districts  there  might  have  been  more  Populists 
tliao  Democrats  disqualified. 

<j.  Why  do  more  colored  voters  appear  to  be  disqualified  than  white  voters? — A.  I 
don't  know,  except  that  fewer  of  them  pay  their  taxes.  Nonpayment  of  taxes  is 
what  disqualified  the  most  of  them. 

Q.  Are  the  negroes  usually  prompt  in  paying  their  taxes  or  not? — A.  They  are  not. 

Q.  What  kind  of  notice  was  always  given  to  voters  when  yon  wished  to  investi- 
gate charges  against  them? — A.  A  written  notice  was  given  to  them  two  days  before 
tite  day  named  for  the  hearing. 
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CroBS-examinatfon  by  Mr.  Whigham  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  which  districts  iu  the  coanty  go  Populist  and  which  go  Demo- 
cratic f — A.  The  seventy -seven  thf  eighty- first,  and  the  eightv-iil'th  districts  are  large 
Populist  districts,  I  thiuk.  The  eighty-second,  eighty-third,  and  eighty-fourth 
districts  give  Democratic  majorities. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  there  were  more  voters'  names  stricken  from  the  c^nalified 
list  in  Populist  districts  than  in  Democratic  districts  f — A.  The  above  list  will  show 
whether  or  not  that  was  the  case. 

W.  J.  Douglass. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  W.  J.  Douglass  before  me,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
court  and  the  counsel  of  the  contestant  and  couteStee,  this  27th  day  of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinaryy  JejjferBon  County,  Ga. 

The  court  here  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o^clock  a.  m. 

Jakuaky  28,  1896, 
The  court  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

CALVIN  JOINER,  colored,  sworn  as  a  witness  for  contestee,  Black,  testified  as 
follows : 

Q.  When*  do  you  live? — A.  In  Jefferson  County,  just  over  the  creek  here. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Jefferson? — A.  Thirty-one  or  thirty-two  years. 

Q.  Are  you  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  colored  people  of  Jefferson  County  f— 
A.  Ves,  sir;  for  a  right  smart  space  around,  I  nm. 

Q.  You  are  a  colored  man  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  never  was  a  slave;  my 
mother  was  a  white  woman  and  my  father  a  colored  man. 

Q.  What  is  the  ])olitics  of  most  of  the  colored  people  iu  this  community? — A.  The 
most  of  them  are  Democrats. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  feeliu;^  of  the  colored  people  generally  is  toward  the 
Populist  party? — A.  The  general  feeling,  I  think,  leans  toward  the  Democratic 
party  and  against  the  Populist  party.  A  good  mauy  colored  people  would  be  Demo- 
crats if  it  were  not  for  the  fear  they  have  of  injury  from  members  of  the  Populist 
?arty.  Speaking  ibr  myself,  I  know  that  just  before  the  election  iu  1894  a  lot  of 
'ojmlists  came  to  my  house  one  ui^ht  and  called  me  out,  and  while  they  didn't 
exactly  beat  me,  thoy  gave  me  several  licks  with  their  tists.  On  the  night  when  they 
came  to  my  house  I  had  been  to  a  Democratic  speaking,  and  as  soon  as  I  got  back 
home  I  laid  down  and  went  to  sleep,  Tom  Pinkston  sleeping  with  me.  Soon  after- 
wards Tom  woke  me  sayin^^  that  Mr.  Farmer  was  outside  and  wanted  to  see  me.  Not 
suspecting  anything,  J  went  to  the  door  and  opened  it  and  looke<l  out,  when  I  saw 
that  it  was  not  Mr.  Farmer,  but  another  man,  whom  I  recognized.  This  man  was  at 
the  door,  and  as  soon  as  I  opened  it  he  grabbed  me  and  I  jerked  back  into  the  hou^e, 
bringing  him  with  nie.  He  held  on  to  me,  and  I  admit  th<at  I  was  scared.  Finally  I 
decided  the  best  thing  to  do  was  go  outside  with  him,  as  he  demanded,  and  when  he 
got  me  outside  he  hit  me  several  licks  with  his  tiKt,  bruising  my  face  in  one  place 
under  the  eye,  though  he  made  no  permanent  or  serious  injury.  I  was  badly  scared, 
and  he  made  me  promise  to  go  to  Grange  next  day  and  vote  the  Populist  ticket.  I 
saw  three  men  out  there,  and  the  man  who  hit  me  was  a  Populist.  The  moon  waa 
shining  bright,  and  I  could  easily  recognize  him ;  his  name  was  William  Oxford. 
On  that  night  I  had  made  a  little  Democratic  speech  at  the  crossroads,  in  which  I 
criticised  nobody,  but  I  did  say  that  I  thought  it  was  best  for  the  interests  of  the 
colored  people  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  Mr.  Oxford,  that  night,  while  he  had 
me,  also  referred  to  a  speech  I  had  made  several  nights  lielbre  in  a  Democratic  meet- 
ing held  in  Louisville. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases  in  which  the  Populists  have  terrorized  the 
colored  people  in  any  way? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  the  Populists  ride  around  with  guns  and  sticks  in  the  Grange  district 
several  nights  before  the  election  and  make  threats? — A.  I  heard  so,  but  I  was  not 
up  there  myself  at  the  time,  and  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Who  do  the  colored  people  fear  the  most  danger  from,  the  Populists  or  the 
Democrats? — A.  The  Populists. 

Q.  Do  the  colored  people  generally  feel  as  free  and  easy  to  vote  against  the  Pop- 
ulists as  they  do  against  the  Democrats? — A.  I  don't  think  they  do. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  You  say  you  live  in  the  Louisville  district? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  far  from  here? — A.  About  a  mile  and  a  half.  At  that  time  I  lived 
on  Mr.  Henderson's  place  about  3  miles  from  tgwn. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  white  people  there  are  in  the  Louisville  district  who 
are  Populists? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Are  not  nearly  all  the  white  people  in  thU  district  Democrats  f — ^A.  I  think  the 
highest  portion  of  them  are. 

ij.  Now,  don't  you  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  nearly  all  the  negroes  in  the  Lonisville 
district  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  because  the  white  people  living  in  the  district 
are  nearly  all  Democrats,  and  the  morchants,  lawyers,  and  doctors  live  here,  and 
tboee  who  hold  otfiee,  and  that  this  clans  of  people  force  the  negroes  to  vote  the 
IVmocratic  ticket f— A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  that;  I  know  what  makes  me  vote  the 
l>irmucrattc  ticket,  but  I  don't  know  what  makes  others  vote  it. 

V.  I>on*t  you  know  this  to  be  a  fact,  that  if  a  colored  man  persists  in  voting  a 
licpiiblican  or  Populist  ticket  when  he  is  in  the  employ  of  a  Democrat  that  he  is 
luaally  diHchargedt — A.  Some  are  and  some  are  not.  That  thin^  holds  sometimes 
OD  both  sides,     i  have  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  myself  and  was  not  discharged. 

(^  Who  were  you  living  with  when  you  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  f — A.  J  don't  remem- 
ber, bat  I  can  tell  yon  who  was  rnnuiug  me  then  and  who  are  now.  Abbot  &  Stone 
were  t'umishing  me  with  supplies  when  I  voted  for  Mr.  Watson,  and  are  now,  for  I 
am  living  on  their  place. 

V-  You  say  a  majority  of  the  n*»groeH  you  know  are  Democrats? — A.  Ych.  sir. 

<^.  When  was  the  last  time  there  were  any  Republican  candidates  for  office  in  this 
coanty? — A  I  don't  know  when  it  was,  but  I  think  McLoud  and  Williams  were  the 
Unt  candidates.     I  think  they  ran  for  the  leginlature,  nine  or  ten  years  ago. 

Kf.  isn't  it  a  fact  that  at  the  time  McLoud  and  Williams,  the  two  colored  men  who 
ran  fur  the  legislature,  that  McLoud,  one  of  those  men,  on  the  day  of  the  election 
came  fo  Ix>uisville  to  look  after  his  interests  in  that  election,  and  was  run  out  of 
Loiiinville  by  the  Democrats f — A.  1  don't  remember  that.  I  remember  there  was 
Mime  fussing  here  that  day. 

<^  What  sort  of  fussing  was  it?  Di<l  anybody  got  hurt,  and  if  so,  who  hurt  him, 
3  Uemocrst  or  a  Kepnblican? — A.  1  think  Smart  .Tones  g<»t  hurt  that  day.  The  fuss 
was  ittartt'd  between  Mr.  Sam  Brown  and  Smart  Jones.  1  don't  know  which  started 
tht^  ("HH,  and  I  don't  know  who  hit  Smart. 

(^  In  it  not  a  tact  that  Smart  .Jones  waK  then  in  town  advocating  the  claims  of  the 
Ke])nblicans? — A.  I  don't  know. 

V.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  during  the  Congressional  campaigns  of  1892,  1894,  and  1895 
tliat  Major  Black's  friends  used  money  and  whisky  freeFv  in  the  campaigns? — A. 
1  can't  say  about  money,  bnt  I  got  liquor  to  drink,  and  others  got  whisky,  too.  The 
whisky  was  free  to  me. 

V-  Did  you  not  find  liquor  at  every  campaign  meeting  you  attended? — A.  Not  at 
fTery  one  of  them.     Bnt  they  generally  gave  me  and  others  whisky. 

<^.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  just  before  those  elections  spoken  of  whisky  was  kept  in 
Lonisrille  by  the  barri'l  for  rantpaign  purposes? — A.  I  have  never  seen  a  barrel  of 
whisky  hert'.  bnt  1  have  seen  kogs  and  jug». 

V-  Were  you  at  a  political  Populist  meeting  just  before  the  election  in  1892,  in  this 
•^onnty,  at  Rrinson's  schoolhonse,  when  a  prominent  eoloreil  man  by  the  name  of 
lK>yle  made  a  speech  advocating  the  Po])ii]ist  cause,  and  soon  after  the  speech  a  man 
was  shot  and  killed  there,  by  the  name  of  Hall?— A.  I  was  not  there. 

U'  l>id  you  ever  hear  the  cause  of  the  killing  of  that  man,  and  who  killed  him, 
aoa  that  he  was  mistakt^n  for  Doyle  and  kille<lf 

■  This  cjnestion  was  objected  to  by  contestee,  on  the  grounds  that  the  question  seek 
toolitain  only  hearsay  testimony.) 

A.  I  have  heard  people  say  that  it  was  intended  to  kill  Doyle  instead  of  Hall.  A 
nan  named  Hucks  was  charged  with  killing  Hall,  bnt  1  don't  know  whether  he  was 
a  Democrat  or  Popnlist. 

<^.  Did  you  hear  the  trial  of  Hucks  for  that  killing? — A.  I  don't  remember  whether 
I  was  present  or  not.     I  heard  that  he  was  tried  and  acquitted. 

Q.  How  many  campaign  meetings  did  you  attend  before  the  elections  in  1892, 1894, 
>nd  1895? — A.  I  don't  know  how  many  I  attended.  I  was  at  one  at  night  held  at 
Clarks  Mill. 

^-  I>idn*t  yon  always  attend  those  meetings  in  company  with  Democrats  from 
Louiaville,  and  didn't  those  Democrats  carry  their  gnus  with  them? — A.  I  did  not 
ilways  go  with  Democrats  from  Lonisville  to  those  meetings,  and  I  don't  know 
vli«tber  they  carried  guns  with  them  or  not. 

fie«lirect  examination : 

Q.  Did  you  see  anv  Popniists  at  these  meetings? — A.  Now  and  then  I  did. 

<i.  Were  the  Populists  armed? — A.  I  don't  remember  seeing  them  armed,  either. 

U'  I>id  yon  see  any  whisky  U8e<l  in  the  last  election  for  Congress — the  election 
^\A  in  1895? — A.  Not  a  drop,  and  I  was  half  mad  with  you  all  for  not  using  some. 

<^.  The  whisky  yon  spoke  of  in  answer  to  Mr.  Whigham's  qnestions  was  used  in 
eoaoty  elections,  wasn't  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  see  any  whisky  used  in  the  Congressional  election  between  Blaek 
tttd  Watson f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  drank  it.  It  was  in  1894.  There  was  no  whisky 
^^  in  the  last  election,  held  in  1895,  for  Congress. 
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Q.  DonH  the  colored  people  always  prefer  to  come  to  Louisville  to  votef — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Why  f — A.  There  are  several  reasons.  It  is  the  most  coDvenient  place  for  those 
livinfi:  in  my  section^  and  then  people  would  rather  come  here  to  prevent  their  heing 
pulled  about  at  the  other  precincts.  They  can  vote  here  freely  without  l>eing 
bothered,  and  I  have  always  heard  that  they  could  not  do  this  at  the  other  precincts, 
though  I  never  voted  at  any  other  precinct  myself. 

Q.  State  why  you  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  Is  it  because  you  are  buUdo?^ 
into  itf — A.  I  vote  it  because  I  am  inclined  that  way,  and  I  have  always  voted  that 
way  except  once,  when  I  voted  for  Mr.  Watson.  I  was  not  forced  to  vote  that  way. 
I  am  now  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  colored  men  being  discharged  by  Populists  for  voting  the 
Democratic  ticket?— A.  I  have  heard  it  both  ways,  as  I  said  before. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  the  Populists  use  any  whisky  in  any  of  their  campaigns? — A. 
I  have  seen  them  drink  it,  but  I  have  never  attended  their  meetings  to  see  whether 
they  used  any  or  not. 

Kecross : 

Q.  Are  you  a  gold-bug  Democrat  or  a  free-silver  Democrat? — A.  J  am  a  free-silver 
Democrat. 

Calvin  (his  x  mark)  JoiXEfi. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  by  Calvin  Joiner  before  me,  after  having  read 
the  same  over  to  him,  in  the  presence  of  counsel  for  contestant  and  contestee  and 
the  court,  this  28th  day  of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary f  Jefferson  County,  Ga. 

£.  £.  PONDER,  sworn  as  a  witness  for  contestee,  Black,  testified: 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Jefferson  County? — A.  All  my  life,  and  1  am  36 
years  old. 

Q.  Are  you  well  acquainted  over  the  county? — A.  Pretty  well  acquainted. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  manner  in  which  political  campaigns  have  been  con- 
ducted throughout  the  county  for  the  last  six  or  eight  years  by  the  Populintsf— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  section  of  the  county  do  you  live  in? — A.  I  live  in  the  Seventy -•ighth 
district,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county. 

Q.  Please  state  what  has  been  the  methods  of  the  Populist  party  in  .Jeffersoa 
County. — A.  Their  methods  in  1892  were  these:  They  generally  kicked  up  a  great 
many  rows  and  intimidated  the  negroes  and  kept  them  away  from  the  polls.  I 
don't  know  of  any  disturbances  that  occurred  in  the  election  of  1894.  I  didn't  take 
any  part  in  the  meetings  of  that  year  Their  mode  of  intimidating  the  negroes  in 
1892  was  weariug  red  caps  and  carrying  guns  to  the  meetings  and  making  threats 
against  the  negroes,  that  if  thoy  voted  against  them  what  they  would  do  for  them 
alter  wa'-ds. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  election  in  1895  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  was  here  in  Louisville  that  day. 

Q.  Were  there  not  a  lot  of  Populists  here  that  day  with  clubs  and  sticks? — A.  I 
saw  two  or  three  here  that  day  with  sticks.  .John  Parish  and  this  man  Beasley,  who 
lives  out  here  on  Hall's  place,  were  two  that  I  remember  were  here  with  sticks. 

Q.  The  Stellaville  district  U  considered  the  Populist  stronghold  in  this  county, 
isn^t  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  not  on  one  occasion,  at  an  election  up  there,  whip  several  darkies  and 
run  them  away  from  the  polls  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  two  negroes  that  got  beat 
up  pretty  bad  up  there  in  the  election  of  1888.  Alex  Farmer  and  Willis  Walker  were 
the  negroes. 

Q.  Did  they  ride  all  over  the  county  at  night  in  1892  and  1894  terroriziu«;  the 
negroes? — A.  Yes,  they  did  a  great  deal  of  it  in  1892  and  some  in  1894,  but  not  so 
much  of  it  as  they  did  in  1892. 

Q.  Have  you  not  attended  elections  at  the  country  precincts? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  the  negroes,  ;is  a  general  thing,  vote  freely  and  voluntarily  at  these  country 
precincts  when  they  want  to  vote  against  the  Populists? — A.  No.  sir;  they  do  not, 
and  haven't  since  1888.  The  negroes  are  afraid  to  vote  against  the  Populists  at 
these  precincts  for  fear  they  will  be  hurt  in  some  way  by  them.  I  know  that  in 
1892  I  could  not  get  my  negroes  to  go  to  Fleming's  precinct,  the  Seventy -eighth  dis- 
trict, at  all.  because  they  were  afraid  of  the  Populists.  I  got  all  this  from  hearing 
the  negroes  talk  about  it.  In  1892  each  voter  was,  under  the  local  registration  law, 
required  to  vote  in  the  district  of  his  residence,  and  for  this  reason  I  tried  to  get  my 
hands  to  go  to  Fleming's  precinct,  as  that  was  the  district  in  which  they  lived. 
After  I  got  one  of  my  negroes  there,  John  Parish,  by  intimidation,  kept  him  from 
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Totinf^.  At  that  election  and  precinct  some  of  the  Popnlists  wore  red  caps  and  had 
pns  with  them,  for  1  saw  them  take  their  gnns  out  of  Mr.  Fleming's  crib  when  they 
frft  the  polls  to  go  to  Stellaville. 

(/.  As  a  genera]  thing,  at  what  precinct  in  the  county  do  the  negroes  prefer  to 
votef — A.  At  Loaisville. 

(j.  Why? — A.  They  seem  to  think  that  they  will  have  more  protection  here  and 
can  vote  more  freely  than  elsewhere;  that  thoy  can  vote  as  they  please  here. 

(^.  Were  yon  present  at  a  meeting  when  Doyle  addressed  the  Populists  at  Tomp- 
kins's place? — A.  Yes;  I  was  there.  Doyle  didn't  say  anything  that  could  be  taken 
exceptions  to,  but  the  Popnlists  were  behaving  and  talking  pretty  rough,  saying 
tbey  were  going  to  ^•squash"  the  DemocratP,  by  force  if  necessary;  that  theydidn^ 
do  anything  but  tell  damned  lies;  and  used  many  other  harsh*  expressions.  The 
r«ipuli8t8  also  h»<l  gnnrt  there.  I  saw  three  or  four  giin»  in  the  cruvMl,  and  utter  1 
got  there  Floyd  Roberts  aud  James  Barrow  came  up  and  both  had  guns.  They  also 
teemed  to  have  picket  lines  established  around  the  place,  for  I  passed  two  men  sta- 
tioned in  the  road  some  distance  from  the  house  where  the  speaking  wan  going  on 
aud  they  iioth  had  guns.  These  two  men  hailed  me,  and  I  supposed  they  had  them 
tl.f  rp  for  the  purpot^e  of  keeping  the  Democrats  away. 

Cross-examination : 

(j.  When  was  the  Populist  party  organized  in  this  county- f — A.  I  suppose  it  grew 
oat  of  the  Independent  party,  but  I  think  the  PopnliHt  party  proper  was  organized 
m  April,  1892,  when  they  put  out  their  first  candidates  for  ottice. 

(^.  When  the  negroes  were  whipped  at  Stellaville,  whs  it  at  a  State  election  or 
Dstional  election,  and  who  were  the  candidates  in  that  election? — A.  It  was  a  State 
flection,  and  the  candidates  were  Gamble  and  Tamer  on  the  Deniocraiic  ticket, 
Hadden  and  Taylor  on  the  Independent  ticket,  and  Mel.ond  and  Williams,  negroes^ 
on  the  Hepnblioan  ticket. 

Q.  Wei-e  you  there  that  day  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

'}.  What  party  did  you  belong  tof  —  A.  The  Democratic  party.  I  was  a  Democrat 
then  and  am  now. 

(^  Did  you  yourself  take  any  part  in  the  whijiping  of  those  darkies,  or  were  3'oa 
not  m  the  crowd  and  assisted  in  the  whipping,  and  helped  to  run  Williams,  one  of 
the  candidates,  off  from  the  polls,  and  <lid  yon  not  wear  a  red  shirt  or  red  eap,  or  both, 
00  that  dayt — A.  I  assisted  one  crowd  in  whipping  one  of  the  negroes,  and  helped 
get  the  other  negro  out  of  the  house,  .but  I  was  not  present  when  he  was  whipped, 
snd  took  no  part  in  it.  Another  negro,  Bill  Yancy,  was  also  whipped,  by  Willis 
Psriitby  and  in  that  case  I  helpe<l  keep  the  crowd  of  negroes  back  off  of  Pari-^h  while 
h^  was  whipping  him,  in  order  to  protect  Parish.  1  never  wore  a  red  cap  or  red 
shirt  or  a  disguise  of  any  kind  in  my  life. 

Q.  Was  Williams,  oneof  the  Kepubliean  candidates,  at  the  polls  that  dayf — A.  A 
negro  was  pointed  out  to  mo  that  day  as  being  Williams,  but  I  didn't  know  him. 

Q.  What  beeame  of  Williams  that  dayf — A.  The  la-st  I  saw  of  Williams  he  was 
nmning  throngli  the  field  back  of  Boston's  house  and  Willis  and  .John  Parish  were 
shooting  at  him. 

Q.  What  was  the  purpose  of  beating  those  negroes  that  dayf — A.  They  were 
whipped  because  of  threats  they  had  made  against  the  white  people,  and  not  because 
«f  the  Republican  candidates.  I  did  not  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  whipping  any 
ufffTo.  but  went  there  to  vote.  After  I  jrot  there  I  did  pull  one  negro  out  of  a  crowd 
and  gave  him  a  kick  or  two  and  sent  him  off  because  of  some  threats  ho  ha<l  made. 

Q.  There  would  have  been  no  trouble  there  that  day  )iad  there  not  been  Republi- 
<'ao  candidates,  would  there  f — A.  1  don't  think  so ;  there  may  have  been  or  there  may 
not. 

C^.  Did  5'ou  go  to  any  other  voting  precinct  on  that  dayf — A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  During  1888.  and* before  1888,  and  up  to  1892,  when  the  politicians  of  the  coun- 
ties (;ot  things  mixed  up,  by  which  Repnblican  candidates  eame  into  the  field,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  run  those  candidates  <mt  of  the  field,  or  prevent  their  elec- 
tion, did  they  not  call  on  young  men  from  remote  parts  of  the  county  to  organize 
*nd  carry  ont  their  schemenf — A.  I  have  never  had  a  politician  of  .Tefferson  County 
^o  attempt  to  induce  me,  in  any  political  election,  to  do  anything  wrong  in  my  life, 
*od  I  never  knew  of  their  attempting  to  induce  anyone  else  to  strive  to  drive  a  can- 
didate from  the  field,  to  oppress  him,  or  to  keep  him  fnmi  coming  out. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  nine  tenths  of  the  negroes  in  the  county  who  voted  if  left 
to  their  own  free  will  would  vote  the  Populist  ticket  in  the  absence  of  any  Repub- 
lit-an  ticket  in  the  field f — A.  No,  sir;  I  think  nine- tenths  of  them  wotild  vote  the 
iMniocratic  ticket  if  left  to  their  own  free  will. 

<^.  You  were  in  Louisville  at  the  Congressional  election  in  1895.  How  many  Popn- 
liHt* did  yon  see  here  that  dayf — A.  I  don't  know.     I  did  not  see  but  very  few. 

J-l  Dnrine  the  Congressional  campaigns  and  at  the  elections  of  1892, 1894,  and  1895 
did  not  Major  Black's  friends  and  supporters  use  whisky  and  money  freely  f — A. 
Th«y  used  some  whisky,  but  I  saw  no  money  used.    I  saw  very  little  whisky  used. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  oiDe-tenths  of  the  negroes  who  come  from  other  districti 
to  the  Louisville  district  to  Tote  are  given  whisky  freely  the  night  before  the  elec- 
tion and  the  morning  of  the  election  to  induce  them  to  come  to  this  place  and  vote!— 
A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Redirect : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  the  Populists  using  any  whisky  in  these  elections f — A.  I 
have  never  seen  them  use  any  and  don't  know  of  their  using  any. 

Q.  In  the  whipping  of  those  negroes  at  Stellaville,  who  were  the  parties  engaged 
in  that  whipping?  Are  they  now  Democrats  or  Populists  and  what  were  they  at 
that  timef — A.  They  were  mostly  Independents  at  that  time  and  are  now  Populists. 

Q.  Are  not  Haddenaud  Taylor,  who  were  the  Independent  candidates  in  that  elec- 
tion, now  Populists?  And  are  not  the  leaders  of  the  Independents  at  that  time  now 
leaders  of  the  Populists  f  And  were  not  their  friends  and  advocates  the  parties  who 
took  the  largest  hand  in  running  the  negroes  away  from  the  polls? — A.  I  know  that 
Mr.  Taylor  is  one  of  the  Populist  leaders,  but  I  don't  know  that  5Ir.  liadden  could 
be  called  a  leader,  and  it  is  true  that  the  old  Independents  are  now  Populists  and 
they  took  the  greatest  hand  in  running  the  negroes  away  from  the  polls. 

Q.  lu  the  last  Presidential  election  where  did  the  Republican  ticket  ^et  the  most 
votes — in  the  districts  that  usually  give  Democratic  majorities  or  the  districts  that 
are  Populist  strongholds? — A.  I  think  the  Republicans  got  more  vot«s  in  Demo- 
cratic districts  than  they  did  in  the  Populist  districts. 

Q.  Why  was  that? — A.  Because  at  precincts  where  the  Democrats  had  control  tbe 
negroes  were  allowed  to  vote  as  they  pleased. 

Recross : 

Q.  Is  not  the  reason  this,  that  the  Democrats  used  tickets  headed  with  Harrison 
and  the  balance  of  the  ticket  was  Democratic,  thereby  deceiving  the  negroes? — A.  Xo. 

E.  E.  Ponder. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  by  E.  E.  Ponder,  after  having  Wd 
read  over  to  him  in  the  presence  of  counsel  for  contestant  and  contestee  and  of  the 
court,  this  28th  dav  of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Oi'dinai'yf  Jefferson  Cottnltf^  Gc. 

.J.  J.  WALDEN,  sworn  us  a  witness  for  contestee,  Black,  testified: 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  In  the  fourteen  hundred  and  sixtieth  district  of 
JetiTerson  County. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  county? — A.  I  have  lived  in  the  county  all  of 
my  life,  and  I  am  37  years  old.  I  have  lived  in  the  fourteen  hundred  and  sixtieth 
•district  for  about  three  3'ears,  and  prior  to  that  time  I  lived  in  the  seventy-sixth 
district. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  methods  used  by  the  Populist  party  in  that  section 
of  the  county  for  the  last  three  or  four  years? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  precincts  have  you  attended  and  voted  at  mostly  in  the  county  f— A. 
Mostly  at  the  Seventy-sixth  district. 

Q.  Please  state  as  inlly  and  explicity  as  you  can  what  you  know  about  the  meth- 
ods employed  by  the  Populist  i>arty  in  their  political  campai<^s  during  the  past  few 
years. — A.  In  1892  politics  in  my  section  of  the  county  was  pretty  hot.  The  Popn- 
lists  were  riding  all  over  the  country  at  night  firing  off  their  guns  and  endeavoring  to 
intimidate  the  negroes.  The  negroes  told  me  that  the  Populists  would  come  to  their 
houses  at  night  and  shoot  and  threaten  them  if  they  didn't  go  their  way.  On  one 
occasion  the  Democrats  had  got  together  on  one  Saturday  evening  for  the  purpose 
of  having  a  s])eaking,  and  a  lot  of  Populists  came  up  armed  and  broke  up  the  meeting 
and  prevented  the  speaking  by  threatening  to  have  a  row  if  any  speech  making  was 
attempted.  In  1894  it  was  not  quite  so  bad.  At  the  State  election  that  yeiir  I  came 
down  here  to  Louisville  to  vote,  and  I  sent  my  negro  hand  up  to  Spread  to  vote, 
because  he  said  if  he  went  to  the  Seventy-sixth  district  precinct  the  Populists  would 
not  let  him  vote  as  he  wanted  to.  When  he  got  to  Spread  he  told  me  that  the  Popu- 
lists got  around  him  and  made  him  vote  their  way  anyhow.  At  the  Congressional 
•election  that  year  I  went  the  Seventy -sixth  district  precinct,  at  Stapleton,  and  took 
this  same  ne^ro  with  me,  as  he  had  told  me  that  the  Populists  would  not  let  him 
vote  unless  I  was  with  him.  When  I  got  to  Stapleton  a  lot  of  Popnlists  got  around 
this  negro  and  told  him  that  he  should  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  threat- 
ened him  if  he  should  do  so.  I  told  them  that  he  was  a  free  man,  and  I  was  going 
to  see  that  he  voted  as  he  wanted  to,  and  so  I  took  him  and  carried  him  to  the  polls 
and  he  voted.  There  is  a  Populist  named  Hadden  up  there  in  m;  section  who  runs 
tk  mill,  and  the  report  got  out  that  he  was  going  to  discharge  his  miller,  who  was  ft 
Populist,  and  employ  a  Democrat,  and  the  Populists  got  together  and  made  a  resolu- 
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Qoo  that  tbey  were  going  to  boycott  the  mill  if  he  diicharged  the  miller,  and  make 
All  the  Degroes  in  that  section  boycott  it,  and  they  went  aronnd  and  saw  the  negroea 
aail  told  toem  they  must  not  patronize  that  mill,  and  tried  to  get  them  to  join  in  a 
mt^eting  for  the  pnrpose  of  organizing  a  boycott.  The  Populists  np  there  also  made 
a  Fesolntion  that  they  woni.d  never  help  a  Democrat  do  any  kind  of  work,  would  not 
visit  one  when  he  was  sick,  and  would  not  attend  upon  the  funeral  of  a  Democrat. 
They  did  this,  they  said,  in  order  to  force  the  Democrats  into  the  Populist  party, 
(hie  insfcunce  I  remember:  iMr.  Sol.  Rivers,  a  Democrat,  died,  and  a  young  man 
aaaieil  Williams,  who  was  a  Populist,  and  who  was  ray  nearest  ueighbor,  wanted  to 
attend  hisfaneral,  and  was  about  ready  to  fro  to  it  when  his  father  came  down  there 
and  t<dd  hiiu  that  he  should  not  go,  and  kept  him  from  going.  At  tbe  election  in 
HtW  the  Popnlists  carried  anus  (guuH)  to  the  voting  precinrt  in  the  Seventy-sixth 
district.  1  saw  tbem  take  their  guns  out  of  the  store  at  iStapletou  after  the  polls  had 
cliweti.     They  also  carried  large  nickory  sticks  to  these  elections. 

(V-  Do  yon  know  of  any  positive  threats  that  the  Populists  made  against  the 
ueirroee  to  prevent  them  from  voting  against  them  f — A.  I  only  know  what  the  negroea 
tnM  me  abont  it. 

(^  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  negroes  in  that  section  are  so  apprehensive  of  danger 
at  the  hands  of  the  Populists  that  they  will  not  go  to  the  polls  up  there  and  vote  as 
th»*y  want  for  fear  of  injury  from  tne  Populists? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  election  of 
1*^>  the  negroes  on  the  Pierce  place  in  the  Seventy-sixth  district  wanted  to  vote,  but 
tbey  sitid  they  were  afraid  to  go  to  that  precinct,  for  if  they  did  there  wonld  be  a 
tiii»;  and  one  of  them  asked  me  to  let  him  have  my  mules  so  they  could  come  to 
Louisville  and  vote. 

<^  Were  the  same  methods  used  in  the  elections  of  1894  and  1895  as  you  have  testi- 
tltsi  had  been  used  in  1892 f — A.  Yes,  partially;  but  it  was  not  so  bad  in  1894  and 
1*H")  as  in  1K92.  It  didn't  require  aa  much  active  and  aggressive  work  in  those  yeara 
as  it  did  in  1892,  for  the  negroes  were  already  pretty  well  intimidated. 

<^  Were  you  yourself  ever  threatened  by  the  Populitsf — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  1892  at 
the  election  in  the  Seventh-sixth  district  the  Populists  threatened  to  mob  me.  And  in 
1894,  alter  I  had  carried  the  negro  to  the  polls  in  the  Seventh-sixth  district,  as  I  have 
r*'];ite4l,  the  Populists  up  there  said  they  were  going  to  the  negro's  house  some  night 
and  take  him  out  and  beat  him  mighty  nigh  to  death,  and  that  if  I  interfered  I  would 
pst.^h  Homething  worse. 

<^.  Do  yon  know  of  other  threata  of  violence  made  against  parties  in  your  section, 
Wause  they  protected  their  hands  in  their  efforts  to  vote  as  they  wished f — A.  Mr. 
Ji'bn  BrosecOI,  a  Populist,  told  me  that  a  lot  of  the  Populists  up  there  were  organ- 
inij^  for  the  pnrpose  of  burning  out  W.  K.  Harvey,  W.  K.  Thompson,  and  C.  J. 
Kit-ldA.  all   Democrats.     He  said  that  one  Populist  told  him  that  he  wanted  him 

lirtiKstll)  to  go  along  with  them,  but  it  wonld  not  be  ueeessary  for  him  (Hrossell)  to 
apply  the  torch,  as  that  wonld  be  done  by  the  speaker.  I  was  at  Hadden's  mill  one 
«iay  talking  to  a  negro  who  had  vote<l  the  Demoi^ratic  ticket,  wlien  I  saw  Mr.  Lawson 
Williams,  a  Poyiulist.  coming  toward  us.  I  told  the  negro  that  I  expected  Mr.  Wil- 
\i%m»  was  coming  to  try  to  raise  a  row  with  him  and  for  him  to  say  nothing  to  him. 
1  h^l  heard  Mr.  Williams  talk  before.  When  Mr.  William  came  up  he  got  after  the 
v.fCTo  abont  voting  with  the  Democrats,  and  the  negro  told  him  that  ho  thought  he 
i»u;rht  ti>  have  as  much  right  to  vote  for  the  Democrats  as  he  (Williams)  did  to  vote 
f'  r  the  Populists.  Mr.  Williams  then  .said  that  he  had  a  good  mind  to  take  out  hia 
kDir*»  and  cut  the  negro's  throat  for  being  such  a  damned  fool  as  to  vote  for  the  Dem- 
ocrats, that  that  was  what  ought  to  be  done  with  all  the  damned  negroes  who  voted 
fi'r  the  Democrats. 

\».  Do  yon  know  whether  or  not  the  Populistn  used  whisky  in  their  campaigns  and 
ei«ctionH? — A.  I  don't  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  they  used  any.  I  only 
attended  two  of  their  meetings,  and  I  didn't  see  any  whisky  either  time,  though  I 
%aw  the  effects  of  it. 

Croea-exami  nation : 

Q.  What  is  your  politics f — A.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

*^  Yon  were  born  one? — A.  Yes;  I  was  born  one  and  expect  to  die  one. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  State  election  in  1892,  in  the  Seventy -sixth  district? — A.  I  was. 

<i.  What  Democrats  were  at  that  election  from  Louisville? — A.  Mr.  Bob.  Little, 
Dt.  George  Kelly,  Dr.  Hubert,  and  some  others;  I  don't  remember  who. 

<i.  How  many  Democrats  from  Augusta  were  there? — A.  Mr.  Jim  Stratford  was 
there  from  Angnsta,  and  there  were  other  gentlemen  there  whom  I  did  not  know, 
Mwi  didn't  know  where  they  were  from. 

Q.  Did  these  parties  carry  any  whisky  organs  there? — A.  If  they  did  I  didn't 
**eit. 

(^.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  they  carried  any  whisky  or  gnns  there? — A.  I  heard 
*wae  Populists  say  that  they  carried  'xwu^  there,  but  I'didn't  see  the  guns. 

Q.  Do  yoo  know  or  did  yon  ever  hear  that  Mr.  J.  J.  Streetman  found  a  keg  of 
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whisky  near  the  voting  precinct  on  that  dayf — A.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  know  it  and  I 
never  heard  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  motive  of  these  parties  in  going  10  miles  from  home  to  an  elec* 
tion  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  there  any  difficulty  there  that  dayf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  who  the  parties  were  engaged  in  the  difficulty,  M'hat  caused,  it  and  all 
ahout  it. — A.  1  don't  know  what  cauned  the  first  difficulty,  though  I  afterwards 
heard  that  it  was  about  something  Dr.  Oglesby  said.  I  understood  that  Mr.  Little  and 
Mr.  J  ordau  had  a  little  fuss  about  something  Dr.  Oglesby  said.  Dr.  Kitchens  was 
in  the  house  helping  hold  the  election,  and  he  heard  abont  it  and  went  out  and 
raised  it  a<^ain.  Dr.  Kitchens  got  a  hickory  stick  from  somebody  and  made  for  Mr. 
Jim  Stratford  and  hit  him  with  it,  and  when  he  did,  Mr.  Stratford  kno<'ked  him 
down  with  his  iist  and  piled  on  top  of  him. 

Q.  During  the  national  election  at  the  same  place  in  1892  what  Democrats  were 
there  from  Lonisvillef — A.  I  know  that  Mr.  .Jim  Brown  and  Mr.  M.  H.  Hopkins 
were  there  and  1  think  there  were  two  or  three  others,  but  I  don't  remember  who 
thej'  were. 

Q.  How  far  is  the  seventy -sixth  precinct  from  Lonisvillef — A.  It  is  called  10  miles. 

Q.  Does  not  that  district  go  Populist  by  a  large  majority f — A.  It  gave  a  large 
majority  for  the  Populists  in  1892,  and  also  a  majority  in  1894,  bat  not  so  large. 

Q.  In  the  national  election  in  1894,  were  there  any  Democrats  from  Louisville 
there  f — A.  I  don't  think  there  were. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  a  quiet  election?  Was  there  any  disturbance f — A.  Yes;  it  was  a 
quiet  election.  There  was  no  disturbance,  except  about  the  negro  that  I  have 
already  told  about. 

Q.  In  the  national  election  in  1895  you  say  there  were  no  threats  made  and  no 
riding  arouud  over  the  couutry  firiug  gnus? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  some  threats, 
but  not  as  many  as  had  been  previously  made,  and  there  was  not  as  much  night 
riding  and  gun  iirinj^. 

Q.  During  the  national  elections  of  1892,  1894,  and  1895,  do  you  know  or  have  yon 
heard  of  any  money  or  whisky  being  used  by  Mr.  Black's  friends? — A.  I  do  not  knoir 
«nd  have  never  heard  of  any  money  being  used.  I  have  heanl  of  whisky  being  aaed 
by  both  sid<*s.  1  never  used  any  myself  and  never  drank  any  campaign  liquor  in 
Louisville  or  elsewhere. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  it  to  be  a  fact  from  what  you  have  heard  and  from  yoar 
observation,  in  the  absence  of  a  Republican  ticket  in  the  field,  that  nine-tenths  of 
the  negroes,  if  left  to  their  free  choice,  would  vote  the  Populist  ticket? — A.  No,  sir: 
I  believe  they  would  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Redirect : 

Q.  Wasn't  Dr.  Kitchens  a  Populist  ?  And  didn't  he  start  the  difficulty  the  second 
time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  Populist,  and  he  started  the  difficulty  the  second  time. 

Q.  Didn't  he  attempt  to  drive  Mr.  Little  and  Mr.  Stratford  from  the  polls  ? — ^A.  I 
understood  that  that  was  his  purpose. 

Q.  Does  not  Mr.  Bob  Little,  Mr.  Jim  Brown,  and  Mr.  M.  H.  Hopkins  each  own 
plantations  in  the  Seventy-sixth  district? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  these  gentlemen  not  there  to  see  that  the  hands  on  their  plantations  had 
fair  pliiy  in  votini;? — A.  That  was  what  I  understood  their  purpose  to  be. 

Q.  You  said,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Whighain,  that  there  was  not  so  much  riding  aronnd 
at  night,  and  firing  guns,  and  threats,  as  there  had  beeu,  but  didu't  you  also  say  that 
the  necrroes  were  already  intimidated,  and  it  didn't  require  so  much  of  this  kind  of 
<?ondurt? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  the  Populists  preveut  the  voters  up  in  that  section  from  coming  here  to 
hear  Major  Black  speak,  by  telUngtbeni  if  they  came  they  would  raise  a  row? — A.  I 
don't  remember  about  the  speaking,  but  it  was  rumored  all  around  that  if  they  came 
down  here  to  vote  that  a  row  would  be  raised. 

Q.  If  not  intimidated  by  this  night  riding  and  gun  shooting,  for  whom  would  nine- 
tenths  of  the  negroes  vote — for  Black  or  Watson? — A.  They  would  vote  for  Black. 

Recross : 

Q.  Were  you  at  a  Populist  meeting  held  near  Clark's  Mill  on  Mr.  Aldred's  place  in 
1892? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  there,  but  I  heard  about  the  meeting,  for  some  one— I 
think  Bill  Oxford — came  over  to  my  place  and  persuaded  the  negroes  to  go.  The 
next  morning  Ned  Hannah,  one  of  the  hands,  came  up  with  his  head  tied  up  and  I 
asked  him  what  was  the  matter,  and  he  said  he  went  to  a  Third  Party  meeting  at 
Clark's  Mill  the  night  before,  and  they  had  such  mean  whisky  that  it  gave  him  a 
headache.  I  asked  him  if  there  was  any  speaking,  and  he  said  there  were  several 
booked  to  sneak,  but  they  were  all  so  drunk  that  they  couldn't  speak. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  the  parties  who  threatened  to  mob  you  in  1892. — A.  Mann 
Padgett,  Law!)on  Williams,  P.  J.  Darby.  These  three  were  the  only  ones  that  did 
.any  talking,  but  there  was  a  crowd  standing  around. 
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Q.  Who  were  the  parties  who  tried  to  intimidate  the  ne^ro  at  the  polls  in  1894. — 
A.  One  was  Poe  Landrum;  Sam  Walden  was  one;  Jerry  Wren  was  one,  and  there 
▼ere  several  more,  hat  I  don't  remember  their  names  now. 

Q.  What  relation  are  you  to  Sam  Walden  T— A.  We  are  brothers. 

J.  J.  Waldkn. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  by  J.  J.  W^alden,  after  reading  the 
6ame  orer  to  him  in  the  presence  of  the  court,  and  of  counsel  for  contestant  and  con- 
tMtee,  this  28th  day  of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary,  Jefftrnon  Count tj^  Ga. 

The  court  here  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

January  29,  1896. 
The  court  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

W.  E.  TAYLOR,  sworn  as  a  wituess  for  contestee,  Black,  testified : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  At  Wadley.  in  Jefferson  County. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  White  goin!r  to  Wadley  to  register 
Totcrs  just  prior  to  the  Con]?ressional  election  in  1895 f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

^.  Do  yon  recollect  Mr.  White's  registering  dilierent  parties  on  that  occasion f — 
A.  Yes,  sir:  he  rpgistered  some  in  my  store,  and  some  in  my  hotel  office;  also  some 
on  my  place  in  the  town  of  Wadley.  While  Mr.  White  was  registering  parties  in 
m  store,  Mr.  John  Perkins  came  in  and  asked  Mr.  White  to  register  his  name.  Mr. 
White  refn8c<1  to  do  sO.  on  the  gtound  that  Mr.  Perkins  hud  not  b«.'en  in  the  county 
loajj  enough  to  regipter.  Mr.  Perkins  then  remarked  that  he  was  very  sorry  that  he 
WW  deprived  of  voting.  Mr.  Perkins  then  called  me  off,  and  asked  me  to  see  Mr. 
White,  and  ask  him  to  register  his  name,  any  wa3\  I  did  so,  and  Mr.  White  refused. 
Mr.  IVrkins  then  told  Mr.  White  that  Mr.  Stein  Perkins  asked  him  to  please  call  at 
hh  houKe,  so  that  he  might  have  an  oppoi-tunity  of  registering,  as  he  (Perkins) 
wonld  leave  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  he  would  not  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing  so.  I  then  told  Mr.  White  that  I  had  a  servant  that  was  sick,  and  wanted,  me 
to  register  his  name,  and  Mr.  White  said  I  could  not  do  it,  that  the  boy  wonld  have 
to  register  in  person.  The  boy  being  sick,  and  by  my  request,  Mr.  White  went  to  his 
iioase  and  registered  him,  and  there  being  another  boy  on  the  same  place,  asked  the 
Mme  request  of  me,  and  I  told  Mr.  White  of  it,  and  Mr.  White  consented  to  go  to 
his  honse  and  register  him  also.  Mr.  John  Perkins,  whom  Mr.  White  refused  to  reg- 
ister, was  a  Democrat.  The  reason  I  insisted  on  Mr.  White's  going  down  and  regis- 
tering my  hands  that  night  was  that  the  next  day  was  the  last  upon  which  parties 
conid  register,  and  Mr.  White  was  going  to  leave  NfVadley  on  the  train  early  tnenext 
uoming.  and  I  knew  he  wonld  not  nave  time  then  to  register  these  voters.* 

Q.  When  you  and  Mr.  White  came  back  to  the  hotel  from  registering  these  parties, 
was  there  any  interview  between  Mr.  C.  W.  Moxley  and  Mr.  White  in  regard  to  Mr. 
^^^lite>  remaining  over  the  next  day  at  Wadley  and  registering  the  Populists? — A. 
1  hcanl  some  thin^rs  that  passed  between  Mr.  Moxley  and  Mr.  White  at  the  hotel  after 
vecanie  back.  Mr.  Moxley  came  into  the  hotel  office  and  asked  Mr.  White  who  he 
'.'M  re«;istered,  and  Mr.  White  showed  him  the  registration  book  and  told  him  who 
he  had  registered,  and  Mr.  Moxley  took  a  list  from  the  book  of  tliose  registered. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  WTiite  go  to  Wadley  that  day  in  a  buggy f — A.  No,  sir;  he  came  on  the 
train. 


r^f^stered  .it  my  hotel  and  I  had  assigned  him  to  a  room  for  the  night.  Mr.  Ike 
Farmer  was  there  that  night  in  his  buggy  and  was  going  back  home,  and  Mr.  White 
vent  oat  to  the  buggy  to  see  Mr.  Farmer,  and  asked  him  to  attend  to  some  business 
for  Mm  in  Louisville  the  next  morning,  saying  that  he  (White)  would  have  to 
remain  over  in  Wadley  the  next  day,  as  there*  were  some  parties  who  wanted  to  reg- 
ister.   Mr.  White  did  remain  in  Wadley  that  night  and  was  there  the  next  morning. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  Where  does  Mr.  White  live  and  what  office  does  he  hold  in  the  county  f — A.  He 
Hves  in  Louisville  and  he  is  clerk  of  the  superior  court. 

Q.  Who  is  the  registrar  of  Jefferson  County! — A.  Mr.  Rivers,  the  tax  collector, 
^Qt  I  snppose  there  are  others  who  are  authorized  to  handle  the  registration  books. 

<J.  Where  is  Mr.  Rivers's  registration  office! — A.  I  do  not  know;  I  have  always 
registered  in  Wadley. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Rivers  a  registration  office  in  Wadley  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Redirect : 

Q.  Didn't  Mr.  Rivers  together  with  Mr.  White,  who  was  aasisting  him,  go  to  Wad- 
ley  several  times  and  aflbrd  the  people  every  opportunity  for  registering f — A.  Yes, 
sir;  he  did. 

Recross : 

Q.  How  do  yoa  know  that  Mr.  White  was  assistinff  Mr.  Rivers,  and  did  you  ever 
see  them  there  together  registering  parties? — A.  Mr.  White  had  charge  of  (he  regis- 
tration books  down  there  and  I  supposed  lie  was,  from  that,  assisting  Mr.  Rivers.  1 
saw  Mr.  hi  vers  and  Mr.  White  down  there  together  several  times,  but  I  don't  remem- 
ber to  have  seen  both  of  them  registering  parties,  for  I  paid  no  particular  attention 
to  it. 

Q.  What  is  your  politics f — A.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

W.  E.  Taylor. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  by  W.  £.  Taylor,  after  reading  the 
same  over  to  him  in  the  presence  of  the  court  and  of  counsel  for  contestant  and  con- 
testee,  this  29th  day  of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary^  Jefferson  Conntyj  da. 

J.  L.  LAYTON,  sworn  as  a  witness  for  contestee,  Black,  testitied: 

Q.  Where  do  you  res*idef — A.  In  Wadley. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  Mr.  White  going  to  your  ice  house  to  register  some  vot-eni 
before  the  Congressional  election  in  1895  f — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  anybody  else  \io  with  you  and  Mr.  White  to  the  ice  house,  or  did  any  one 
follow  shortly  afterwards? — A.  Mr.  C  W.  Moxley  and  Mr.  Nat  Hughes  followed  ns 
down  there. 

Q.  How  far  was  Mr.  Moxley  behind  Mr.  White  in  going  to  the  ice  house?— A.  I 
suppose  about  50  yards;  they  were  not  far  behind.  Mr.  Moxley  was  in  full  view  of 
OS  while  we  were  goiu^  down  there.  Mr.  White  went  there  to  register  Rome  handit 
I  had  employed  at  the  ice  house.  The  hands  said  they  wanted  to  register  and  I  told 
Dandy  Whigham  to  go  and  tell  Captain  Bell  to  hold  the  train  until  Mr.  White 
could  come  down  and  register  them.  Only  one  of  the  hands  registered.  Two  of 
them  ran  off  when  they  saw  Mr.  Moxley  coming,  and  one  of  them  stayed  in  the  car, 
because  they  did  not  want  to  register  while  Mr.  Moxley  was  there.  When  Mr.  Mox- 
ley came  in,  he  took  out  his  book  and  began  to  write  down  names.  I  can*t  recollect 
all  that  took  place  between  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Moxley,  but  they  had  some  consid- 
erable talk,  and  I  told  Mr.  Moxley  that  he  had  come  there  to  run  off  these  hands 
and  keep  them  from  registering.  1  know  thjit  Moxley  saw  White  going  there  and 
knew  he  was  there  because  Moxley  told  me  that  Hughes  asked  him  where  White 
waa,  and  he  (Moxley)  told  him  that  he  was  at  the  icehouse.  I  asked  Mr.  Moxley 
why  he  came  down  there  and  he  replied  because  he  had  business  there.  Mr.  Hughes 
went  there  to  register  and  did  register.  The  hands  that  ran  off  when  Mr.  Moxley 
came  there,  were  employed  by  me  at  that  time  at  the  ice  house.  Three  of  the  hand* 
lived  in  Wadley  and  are  there  yet.  Ed.  (ileun  was  one  of  the  men  who  ran  oft;  he 
is  not  now  living  at  Wadley.  1  knew  nothing  about  Ed.  Glenn,  as  I  had  employed 
him  only  temporarily.    The  other  hands  were  not  vagrants. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  times  Mr.  Rivers  and  Mr.  White  went  to  Wadley  to 
register  voters? — A.  I  saw  them  there  several  times,  but  I  do  not  know  how  many. 

Q.  Didn't  you  repeatedly  see  Mr.  Moxley  following  up  Mr.  White  and  inwrferlng 
with  the  registration  of  Democratic  voters? — A.  Mr.  Moxley  had  the  reputation  in 
Wadley  of  constantly  interfering  with  the  registrar  and  preventing  Democratic 
negroei  from  registering,  and  I  know  he  is  mighty  meddlesome  about  such  things. 

Q.  Were  not  these  hands  in  your  ice  house  Democrats? — A.  I  know  that  Dandy 
Whigham  was  a  Democrat,  and  }  supposed  the  others  were,  and  I  felt  an  interest  in 
having  them  registere*!.  1  am  a  Democrat  myself.  The  hands  said  they  wanted  to 
register. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  Mr.  Moxley  went  to  vour  ice  house  to  prevent  those 
negroes  from  registering? — A.  I  believe  that  is  what  he  went  thertj  for. 

Q.  Didn't  you  and  Mr.  Moxley  have  some  pretty  hot  words  about  his  going  there 
on  that  occasion? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  business  Mr.  Moxley  had  at  your  ice  house,  other  than  to 
intimidate  those  negroes? — A.  No,  sir;  I  know  of  no  other  business  he  had  there, 
though  when  he  went  to  leave  he  paid  me  a  small  ice  bill. 

John  L.  Laytok. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  by  J.  L.  Lay  ton,  after  the  same  vas 
read  over  to  him  in  the  presence  of  the  court  and  of  counsel  for  contestant  and 
oontestee,  this  29th  day  of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary,  Jeff,  Co.,  Ga, 
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R.  £.  FARMER,  sworn  as  a  witness  for  contestee^  Black,  testified : 

Q.  In  what  district  do  you  reside? — A.  In  ttie  Eighty-fourth  district,  Jefferson 
Coonty. 

(^.  Referritiij;  to  the  Congressional  election  of  1892,  did  any  considerable  nnmber 
of  the  Popnlist  party  go  into  the  Eighty-fourth  district  ou  the  night  before  the 
election  in  1892 f — ^A.  Yea,  sir;  there  were  4!4  of  them. 

Q.  Did  they  carry  any  guns  with  them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them  had  guns  and 
tome  pistols  and  some  hickory  sticks. 

Q.  bo  yon  remember  and  cau  you  state  some  thiujixs  they  did  during  the  night? — 
A.  I  never  heard  such  cursing  and  Tulgarity  in  my  life  as  they  used  that  night.  Yon 
ooold  hear  it  a  half  mile.  They  also  made  threats.  They  were  threatening  the  Dem- 
oersts.  They  said  they  just  wanted  the  damned  old  Democrats  to  show  tneir  heads 
aod  they  would  show  them  what  they  would  do  for  them.  They  were  camped  out, 
and  )M>me  of  them  were  riding  aruund  all  over  the  district,  going  to  the  houses 
of  negroes  and  cursing  and  goin:;  on.  There  are  not  many  white  people  in  the 
district;  the  inhabitants  are  mostly  negroes.  They  threatened  the  negroes  all  over 
the  district,  and  wonld  get  after  them  and  try  to  keep  them  with  them  all  night,  so 
they  could  carry  them  to  the  polls  next  day  and  make  them  vote  for  Watson.  They 
took  one  negro  on  my  place  and  uia<le  him  get  in  a  buggy  where  they  had  a  shotgun 
And  WiuQhe:»ter  ride,  and  they  kept  him  and  carried  him  to  the  polls  and  made  him 
vote  for  Watson.  There  were  49  white  men  and  two  or  three  negroes  with  them, 
speakers.  I  didn't  see  any  red  caps,  thongli  my  negroes  told  me  that  thej  wore 
them.  There  were  perhaps  two  or  three  white  men  in  the  crowd  who  lived  in  that 
di$trit-t,  but  the  balance  of  them  came  from  all  parts  of  the  county.  All  of  these 
men  went  by  the  polls  in  that  district  the  next  d:iy  and  some  of  them  remained  there, 
while  the  others  went  to  the  other  precincts  in  the  county. 

Q.  Did  the^'  carry  any  gnus  or  pistols  to  the  polls  that  dayf — A.  I  didn't  see  any 
myself,  but  others  saw  two  guns  in  one  of  their  buggies  right  near  the  polls.  The 
gnn»  were  wrapped  np  in  oilcloth. 

Q.  Did  they  force  any  negroes  to  stay  at  tiieir  camp  that  night? — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
two  negroes  ibid  me  that  they  forced  them  to  stay  there  all  night. 

<^.  Whiit  effect  did  this  demonstration  have  upon  the  negroes  who  wanted  to  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket? — A.  It  badly  scared  and  intimidated  the  negroes,  and  they 
eonld  hardly  be  gotten  to  go  to  the  polls,  becan^e  they  said  they  were  afraid  of  a  row. 

<^.  Are  the  voters  of  that  district  mostly  white  or  black? — A.  The  blacks  are  in  a 
lar^e  minority.    The  proportion  is  about  six  black  votes  to  every  white  vote. 

Q.  rp  to  that  election  had  not  the  Democrats  been  carrying  that  district? — A. 
Tes,  sir;  they  had  always  carried  it,  and  Major  Black  carried  that  district  at  that 
«lection  by  45  majority.  If  that  demonstration  had  not  been  made  that  night  I 
believe  the  Democrats  would  have  carried  the  district  bv  at  least  100  majority. 
That  was  what  we  were  counting  on.  A  large  nnmber  of  the  negroes  were  airaidto 
CO  to  the  polls  at  all. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  Have  yon  not  had  considerable  experience  in  politics? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  had 
five  or  six  years'  experience  and  observation. 

(^.  Are  you  a  Democrat? — A.  Of  course. 

<^.  Are  yon  not  a  brother  of  the  sheriff  of  this  county,  and  also  of  one  member  of 
the  boardof  roads  and  revenues  of  this  county?  And  are  your  brothers  Democrats, 
and  how  long  have  they  held  office? — A.  Yes;  1  am  a  brother  to  them,  and  they  are 
Democrats;  but  I  don't  remember  how  long  they  have  been  in  office.  I  moved  away 
from  the  coanty  and  returned  in  1889,  and  they  have  been  in  office  since  then. 

Q.  Daring  the  national  campaigns  of  1892,  1894,  and  1895,  do  yon  know  of  any 
money  or  whisky  used  i>y  Major  Black's  friends  in  his  behalf? — A.  I  don't  know  of 
uy  money  being  used,  but  I  know  of  some  whisky  being  used  by  both  Major  Black's 
sod  Mr.  Watsoirs  friends. 

<^.  Lin't  it  a  fact  that  a  large  majority  of  the  negroes  in  your  district  would  vote 
the  Populist  ticket,  in  the  absence  of  a  Republican  ticket  in  the  held,  if  left  to  their 
free  choice? — A.  No,  sir;  they  would  vote  the  other  way — for  the  Democrats— and 
they  did  do  it,  and  they  were  left  to  their  own  choice  about  it. 

Redirect : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  M^jor  Black's  friends  to  resort  to  red  caps,  shotguns,  pistols, 
»nd  sticks  in  order  to  carry  an  election? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  According  to  your  experience  and  observation,  have  yon  ever  known  any  politi- 
cal party  to  use  intimidating  methods  in  elections,  except  the  Populist  party? — A. 
No,  sir;"l  oex'erhave. 

Q.  In  the  Congressional  election  between  Black  and  Watson,  didn't  the  Populists 
•tsnd  around  the  polls  in  your  district  with  clubs  and  sticks? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  did, 
>od  challenged  nearly  every  negro  that  tried  to  vote  a  Democratic  ticket. 
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Kecross: 

Q.  Were  any  Populist  negroes  challenged  at  the  polls  that  day  f — A.  There  were 
several  challenged  on  account  of  being  exconvicts,  and  I  challenged  one  myself  who 
liTed  in  Burke  County,  and  I  think  there  were  one  or  two  more  challenged  for  the 
same  cause — living  out  of  the  county — but  they  all  voted.  Hurke  County  is  Dot  in 
the  Tenth  Congressional  district,  but  the  county  line  of  Burke  is  not  far  from  the 
voting  precinct  of  the  Eighty-fourth  district. 

Q.  On  the  night  to  which  you  referred,  didn't  the  Populists  have  a  good  deal  of 
liquor  there  f — A.  I  didn't  see  any  myself,  bnt  the  negroes  told  me  they  had  it,  and 
I  saw  several  Populists  drunk  at  the  polls  next  day,  and  one  Populist  told  me  that 
they  had  sent  to  town  the  night  before  and  got  five  gallons  of  liquor. 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  that  Populist  who  told  you  that  they  had  sent  to  town 
for  five  gallons  of  whisky  f — A.  Bill  Clements  was  the  man. 

R.  E.  Farmer. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  by  R.  £.  Farmer,  after  having  read 
the  same  over  to  him  in  the  presence  of  the  court  and  of  counsel  for  contestant  and 
and  contestee  this  29th  day  of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary,  JefferBon  Coamfjf,  Ga. 

I.  F.  FARMER,  sworn  as  a  witness  for  contestee.  Black,  testified : 

Q.  Are  you  well  informed  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  Populist  party  in  the  yahoos 
elections  and  cumpaigns  in  this  county,  for  the  past  several  years f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  I  am. 

Q.  Referring  to  the  Congressional  election  between  Black  and  Watson  in  1892,  and 
again  in  1894,  do  you  know  of  efforts  of  the  Populist  party  being  made  to  intimidate 
voters  in  either  of  those  elections  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  some  of  those  instances,  as  you  now  remember  them. — A.  In  the  election 
of  1892,  on  the  nieht  before  the  election,  I  went  out  to  the  Jones  plantation  and  1 
met  several  Populists  riding  horseback  and  some  in  bngsies.  I  went  on  down  to  the 
quarter  to  see  some  darkies  myself,  and  I  couldn't  hardly  find  them ;  I  couldn't  get 
tnem  to  come  out  of  the  house.  When  I  did  get  hold  of  the  darkies  to  talk  to  them, 
they  told  me  that  the  Populists  had  been  riding  around  among  them  that  night  and 
told  them  if  they  came  to  Louisville  to  vote  that  they  (the  darkies)  would  he  enra 
to  get  hurt,  that  they  (the  Populists)  were  going  to  make  trouble  here.  Some  eight 
or  ten  different  negroes  told  me  the  same  thing.  I  then  left  there  to  go  over  to  the 
Campbell  settlement,  about  a  mile  and  half  from  there,  in  the  same  place,  and  when 
I  got  to  crossroads  about  halfway  between  the  Jones  quarter  and  the  Campbell  settle- 
ment I  met  up  with  some  more  Populists,  and  they  seemed  to  be  fixing  to  camp  there. 
I  then  went  to  the  Campbell  settlement  and  the  darkies  there  told  me  the  same  thing 
that  those  at  the  Jones  quarter  had  told  ine.  The  negroes  here  were  alsc»  afraid  to 
come  out  of  their  houses,  and  they  told  me  thnt  they  didn't  think  they  would  come 
to  the  election  at  all,  for  they  were  afraid,  from  what  the  Populists  had  told  them, 
that  they  would  get  hurt  if  they  came,  ^'ext  moiiiing  the  election  came  off,  and  1 
came  down  early,  and  when  I  came  down  I  saw  the  PopuliHts  coming  into  town,  and 
bv  sunrise  there  were  at  least  75  or  100  of  them  here,  and  they  were  armed  \^'ith  all 
kinds  of  clubs  and  sticks.  Awhile  before  one  of  the  elections  Mr.  Clark  and  I  went 
out  one  night  to  Alexanders  to  attend  a  Populist  meetiug  at  which  Mr.  Watson  was 
to  speak,  and  I  noticed  several  men  walking  around  with  guns  in  their  hands,  and  a 
number  were  sitting  in  buggies  with  their  guns,  and  I  saw  some  25  or  30  guns,  both 
shotguns  and  Winchester  rifles,  stacked  up  in  a  comer  of  the  yard,  with  three  men 
on  guard.  Mr.  J.  H.  Coleman  had  a  repeating  rifie  there,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Danforth 
had  a  gun  or  rifle.  Mr.  Watson  was  speaking  when  I  got  to  this  meeting.  1  wae  at 
a  Democratic  meeting  in  the  Seventy-sixth  district  one  night,  at  which  a  good  num- 
ber of  negroes  were  present,  and  soon  after  we  got  together  some  65  or  70  Popnlirts 
came  marching  up,  six  and  eight  abreast,  having  in  their  hands  all  manner  of  clnbs 
and  sticks.  A  number  of  Democrats  had  their  buggy  harness  cut  up  that  night 
while  they  were  at  the  meeting.  A  number  of  negroes  came  to  me  during  the  meet- 
iog  and  said  they  were  afraid  to  go  home,  as  the  Populists  had  threatened  them,  and 
they  didn't  go  home  by  the  direct  and  usual  route.  There  were  only  a  few  of  u8 
white  Democrats  up  there  that  night,  and  we  had  tg  take  considerable  insults  from 
the  Populists  in  order  to  avoid  a  serious  difficulty.  Mr.  J.  W.  Aldred  was  in  the 
crowd  of  Populists,  and  he  remarked  that  he  had  been  riding  all  day  in  order  to 
get  together  a  crowd  of  Populists  to  break  up  our  meeting.  On  account  of  the 
attituae  of  the  Populists  toward  us  there  that  night  we  felt  that  our  safety  de- 
pended upon  our  getting  away  from  there  as  soon  as  possible,  and  we  left  withont 
organizing  the  meeting.  One  night  at  Wadley  Mi^or  Black  was  to  speak,  and  I  went 
down  to  hear  him.    The  Populists,  headed  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Moxley,  acted  shamefully; 
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coning  Bnd  actiog  boisterously.  They  said  that  Mi^or  Blacic  should  not  speak  there 
that  mghtanleea  he  divided  time  with  Judge  Brinson,  aud  an  effort  was  made  by  the 
Populists  to  preTent  him,  by  force,  from  speaking.  I  think  Mr.  Moxley  had  to  be 
puhed  off  of  the  steps  of  the  stand  upon  which  Major  Black  was,  in  order  to  prevent 
Lib  gettuig  to  him.  Affeer  they  saw  they  couldn't  prevent  the  speaking  by  force, 
tbey  then  organized  a  meeting  of  their  own  right  near  where  Major  Black  was  speak- 
ing, sod  they  kept  up  such  a  noise,  cursing  and  going  on,  that  scarcely  anyone  could 
hesr  what  M^or  Black  said.  Mr.  Moxley  was  the  leader  of  the  Populists  down  there, 
And  he  came  aa  near  precipitating  a  serious  riot  there  that  night  as  I  ever  saw. 
Mftjor  Blaek  himself  appealed  to  them  to  desist,  but  it  had  no  effect,  aud  it  was  all 
that  the  cooler  heads  could  do  to  prevent  bloodshed.  Mr.  Moxley  was  full  of  whisky. 
The  usual  and  general  method  of  electioueering  of  the  Populists  was  by  intimida- 
tiim.  They  haa  the  negroes  all  over  the  county  scared  to  go  to  the  polls  or  anywhere 
else  for  fear  of  being  hurt.  In  the  last  October  election,  between  Black  and  Watson, 
I  MISS  talking  to  the  negroes  on  Mr.  Isaac  J.  Gay's  place,  and  they  told  me  they  were 
not  goine  to  register  or  vote,  because  if  they  registered  they  would  have  to  vote  in 
StelisyiUe,  that  being  an  incorporated  town,  and  the  registration  law  requiring  all 
nsideota  of  a  district  iu  which  there  is  a  corporated  town  to  vote  in  that  district, 
and  they  said  tbey  were  afraid  to  go  to  Stella ville  to  vote  because  they  believed  the 
Populists  would  do  them  some  iujury,  and  these  negroes  would  not  register  at  all  nor 
Tote.  There  were  some  few  (four,  perhaps,  would  cover  the  number)  on  this  place 
who  did  register,  but  there  were  some  negroes  who  registered  who  were  afraid  to  go 
to  the  polls,  and  stayed  away.  In  the  State  election  of  1888,  when  there  was  a 
Republican  ticket  in  the  field,  feeling  ran  pretty  high  between  the  Independents  and 
Democrats.  McLoud  and  Williams  were  the  Republican  candidates,  and  Gamble  and 
Turer  the  Democratic,  and  Hadden  and  Taylor  the  Independent.  On  the  day  of 
election  Mr.  Ellis  Johnson,  Mr.  Whittle,  Mr.  N.  M.  Killebrew,  and  several  others 
fsand  out  that  McLoud,  one  of  the  Republican  candidates,  was  in  a  house  on  the 
ont^kirts  of  the  town,  and  they  wanted  to  go  out  there  and  take  him  'out  and  kill 
biiD,  sDd  started  to  put  their  purpose  into  execution,  when  some  of  the  best  men  and 
mnet  prominent  Democrats  in  the  town  dissuaded  them.  All  of  these  men  who  were 
in  thst  crowd  that  started  to  kill  McLoud  are  now  in  the  Populist  party.  Mr.  Sam 
BrowD.  a  Democrat,  had  a  fuss  with  a  negro  named  Smart  Jones  here  that  day,  but 
it  was  not  about  politics,  for  Smart  Jones  had  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  Mr. 
Brown  did  not  hit  Smart  at  all,  but  Mr.  Whittle,  who  is  now  a  Populist,  picked  up  a 
brick  and  hit  Smart  on  the  head  with  it  and  came  near  killing  him.  A  few  days  after 
this  election,  I  think  it  was  ou  a  Monday,  Mr.  S.  B.  Tarver,  who  is  now  the  leading 
Populist  of  the  Eighty-fifth  district,  came  to  me  and  said  he  was  organizing  a  crowd 
to  go  to  McLoud's  nouse  on  Wednesday  night  following  and  kill  him,  and  wanted  me 
U)  help  him  get  up  a  crowd.  I  told  him  I  would  not  do  any  such  thing,  and  advised 
bim  against  it.  1  went  myself  to  a  friend  of  McLond's  and  told  him  that  a  crowd 
Tu  coming  there  on  Wednesday  night  to  kill  him  (McLoud),  and  he  had  better  get 
nut  of  the  way.  Ue  left  home,  and  sure  enough  on  Wednesday  night  the  crowd  went 
tbere,  but  McLoud  was  gone.  They  kept  him  out  of  the  county  for  about  six  months. 
Tbey  also  ran  Williams,  the  other  Republican  candidate,  away  from  bis  home  at  Bar- 
tow. The  Congressional  election  held  in  October,  1895,  was  by  far  the  fairest  elec- 
tion that  I  have  ever  seen  held  in  the  county,  so  far  as  the  votes  polled  went. 

Ki.  Were  you  at  Wadley  with  Mr.  White  prior  to  the  last  election  iu  1895,  when 
Mr.  White  was  down  there  for  the  purpose  of  registering  voters  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  How  did  Mr.  White  go  to  Wadley  f — A.  He  went  on  the  evening  train.  I  went 
tbrongh  the  country  in  my  buggy  to  bring  Mr.  Whit«  back  that  night.  After  Mr. 
^^Iiite  got  there  some  parties  asked  him  to  stay  over  until  the  next  morning,  as  they 
wanted  to  have  some  hands  who  worked  on  the  Wadley  and  Mount  Vernon  Railroad 
reiriutered,  and  Mr.  White  agreed  to  stay  over.  I  got  in  my  buggy  at  Mr.  Taylor's 
botel  sod  came  on  home,  and  Mr.  White  never  got  in  the  buggy  at  all. 

V-  Did  Mr.  White  make  any  statement  to  Mr.  C.  W.  Moxley  to  the  effect  that  he 
wu  coming  back  to  Louisville  that  nighjbf — A.  He  did  not  make  any  such  statement 
to  him  np  to  the  time  I  left  Wadley.  Mr.  Moxley  didn't  ask  him  to  stay  over,  nor 
whether  ne  waa  coming  back  that  night.  Mr.  White  never  got  in  the  buggy,  and  he 
iidn't  tell  them  good-bye. 

Cross-examination : 

^.  What  is  your  politics,  and  what  office  do  you  hold  in  Jefferson  County,  and  how 
i»BX have  yon  been  in  office? — A.  I  am  a  Democrat;  I  am  sheriff  of  the  county;  I 
b>Te  held  office  for  about  twenty  years.  I  have  been  sheriff  for  about  six  years,  and 
prior  to  that  time  I  was  tax  collector  and  tax  receiver. 

^.  In  what  district  is  the  Jones  plantation — the  one  you  referred  to  in  the  first 
Ptttof  your  testimony  f — A.  In  the  Seventy -eighth  district. 

Q.  How  did  that  district  go  in  1892  f— A.*  I  think  it  went  Democratic  by  about  50 
a*iority. 
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Q.  At  the  time  yon  referred  to,  when  Mr.  Black  spoke  at  Wadley  and  there  came 
near  beinj;  a  difflcalty,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  large  nnmber  of  negroes  were  carried 
from  Loaisville,  in  the  Lonif^ville-Wadley  train,  to  that  speaking  that  night  in  con- 
trol of  the  Democrats,  and  on  the  retnrn  of  those  parties  to  Lnnisville  on  the  tram 
that  one  negro  by  the  name  of  Pat  Williams  was  Killed  by  one  of  his  iHends?~A. 
A  good  nnmber  of  negroes  went  down  that  night,  but  a  great  many  more  white  people 
went  than  negroes.  It  is  true  that  Pat  Williams  was  killed  on  the  train  by  another 
negro. 

Q.  Was  there  any  whisky  on  the  train  that  night  f — A.  Not  a  drop  that  I  know  of. 
We  didn't  carry  any. 

Q.  At  th«)  meetin«;  spoken  of  as  being  held  in  the  Seventy-sixth  district,  near  tbe 
McWhatty  place,  did  not  yon  and  your  ft'iends  carry  whisky  there f — A.  Yes.  sir; 
we  did. 

Q.  Is  it  a  fact  or  is  it  not  that  on  the  morning  that  the  last  Congre.«tflional  election 
was  held,  in  1895,  here  in  the  town  of  Louisville,  that  early  in  the  morning  as  yon 
were  leaving  the  conrt-honse,  possibly  to  go  to  your  breakfast,  that  a  negro  barber 
living  in  town,  named  Lee  Edwards,  met  you  not  far  from  the  conrt-honee  gate  and 
remarked  to  you  that  if  yon  or  someone  did  not  look  after  these  negroes  down  here 
by  the  negro  church  that  they  would  all  be  gone,  that  some  of  them  had  left  now*— 
A.  It  is  not  a  fact.  He  ueveV  asked  me  any  such  question.  He  did  tell  me  during 
the  day  that  if  I  didn't  look  after  Joe  Pierce  he  would  not  be  here ;  that  he  wjw 
going  off  hunting  or  fishing.  Lee  had  heard  Joe  Pierce  promise  me  the  night  before 
to  come  up  and  vote  a  Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  during  Congressional  and  other  elections  held  at  this  place 
that  some  of  the  negroes  sometimes  leave  town,  go  hunting  and  fishina:,  etc..  and  thnt 
it  is  necessary  to  send  men  in  the  evening  to  hunt  them  up  and  bring  them  back  in 
order  to  get  them  to  votef — A.  I  don*t  know  that  they  go  hunting  and  ftahing,  bnt 
it  is  true  we  have  to  send  out  and  get  them  some  evenings,  for  we  arrange  with  them 
to  come  in  and  vote  at  a  time  when  it  will  least  interfere  with  their  work  Both 
sides  usually  do  some  hunting  for  negroes  in  order  to  get  them  to  vote. 

Redirect : 

Q.  From  your  experience  and  observatioui  is  it  not  a  fact  that  if  the  negroes  were 
not  intimidated  they  would  nearly  all  vote  the  Democratic  ticket f — A.  f  believe  if 
the  negroes  were  left  to  vote  as  they  please,  six  out  of  every  eight  would  vote  tbf 
Democratic  ticket,  especially  so  in  Populist  districts. 

Q.  Why  did  yon  go  to  the  Jones  plantation  on  the  night  referred  to  in  yonr  te8ti> 
mony  ? — ^A.  The  darkies  ont  there  had  told  ns  that  they  were  afraid  to  go  to  the  polls 
on  acconnt  of  threats  made  by  the  Populists,  and  I  went  out  there  that  night  to  tell 
them  tiiat  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr.  Gamble  would  come  by  the  next  morning  and  go  to  the 
fieventy-eighth  district  precinct  with  them. 

I.  F.  Farmer. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  by  I.  F.  Farmer,  after  having  read  tb^* 
flame  over  to  him  in  the  presence  of  the  court  and  of  counsel  for  contestant  and  oon- 
testee,  this  29th  day  of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary  J  Jefferson  County  ^  Oa. 

Court  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

January  30,  1896. 
Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

J.  W.  WHITE,  sworn  as  a  witness  for  contestee,  Black,  testified : 

Q.  What  position  do  you  occupy  in  Jefferson  County  f — A.  I  am  clerk  uf  the  superior 
court. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  clerk? — A.  Six  and  a  half  years. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  people  uf  Jefferson  County  generally  f — A.  I  think  %o. 

Q.  State  all  you  know  about  the  way  the  political  machinery  in  this  county  has 
been  run  for  the  past  several  years,  especially  since  1892,  as  regards  the  Popalist 
party. — A.  I  consider  that  many  of  the  methods  of  the  Populists  have  been  unlawful 
and  calculated  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  their  right  to  vote ;  especially  is  this  true  aa 
to  the  colored  voters,  who  are  more  timid  about  voting  than  the  whites.  The  Popu- 
lists have  used  methods  to  terrorize  them  and  prevent  them  from  attending  Demo- 
cratic meetings  held  either  in  daylight  or  at  night.  I  have  been  told  by  colored 
voters  from  all  parts  of  the  county  that  they  didn't  feel  at  liberty  to  vote  as  they 
pleased,  and  either  had  to  vote  the  Populist  ticket  or  not  vote  at  all.  This  was 
flhown  especially  in  the  Congressional  election  of  1895,  becauae  parties  were  carried 
to  the  registrar  in  wagons  owned  by  Populists  and  registered,  and  when  appealed  to 
by  the  Democrats  to  vote  for  Black  they  would  reply  that  under  the  circumstances 
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tWy  could  not  vote  for  him,  bat  would  not  vote  against  him.  The  election  showt 
t^t  many  colored  voters  in  strong  Populist  districts  registered  under  protest  and  on 
eW'tionday  stayed  away  ftom  the  polls.  In  Stills ville  district  53  who  registered  and 
vere  on  the  voting  list  did  not  vote^  and  most  of  them  were  colored  voters.  In  the 
Liubty-tifth  district,  for  example,  72  <lid  not  vote,  and  most  of  them  were  colored 
Toters.  They  have  given  us  the  Haiue  assurance  since  the  election  as  before,  that  they 
fiid  Dot  Tote  because  they  were  hedged  in  those  districts  and  could  not  vote  as  they 
d(«ired,  and  hence  stayed  from  the  polls.  The  colored  voters  were  told  by  the  Popu- 
Uto  that  they  could  not  vote  except  in  their  own  districts  under  the  registration  la  w, 
and  in  that  way  they  hindered  many  from  registering  who  would  have  voted  for 
Black.  V^oten  of  the  Seventy- seventh  district  were  forced  to  vote  in  that  district 
ftiooe,  and  we  know  of  colored  voters  of  adjoining  districts  who  were  registered  as 
living  in  that  district  in  or<^er  to  force  them  to  vote  at  Stillaville  and  for  Watson. 
Wbta  distinguished  speakers  were  to  address  the  people  of  the  county  at  Louisville 
m  the  interest  of  ^e  Democratic  party  the  Populists  would  circulate  reports  all  over 
the  coonty  that  a  riot  or  something  bad  would  happen  at  the  speakings,  and  thus 
kept  many  from  coming  out.  I  have  been  at  Democratic  meetings,  and  only  a  few 
vbitc  Democrats  present,  and  many  Populists  would  come  around  with  large  clubs 
tad  by  their  actions  would  intimidate  the  colored  people.  At  the  election  in  1895  I 
vaii  at  llartow,  and  the  Populists  would  not  allow  any  Democrats  to  talk  to  voters 
privately,  but  would  rush  and  surge  around  in  a  bulldozing  and  unmannerly  manner. 
ibc  object  of  sending  out  workers  from  Louisville  to  the  country  precincts  was  to 
try  to  proteot  voters  and  see  that  they  cast  their  votes  for  the  eandidate  of  their 
cboit'e.  If  the  csolored  voters  are  left  to  their  choice  I  think  a  large  majority  would 
ilways  vote  for  Democratic  candidates  in  preference  to  Populist  candidates,  and  this 
it  »boWD  from  the  fact  that  the  white  Populists  are  in  a  considerable  majority  in  this 
cwDty,  and  yet  nearly  all  of  the  elections  are  carried  by  the  Democrats  by  the  aid  of 
the  colorsd  voters.  Hnrks,  who  was  charged  with  the  killing  ^'f  one  Half  at  a  meet- 
iag  at  Biinson*s  srhoolhouse,  was  tried  and  acquitted.  This  meeting  was  gotten  up 
bj  the  Democrats  and  taken  possession  of  by  the  Populists,  many  Populists  coming 
tb<Te  from  Washington  County,  Hall  himself  being  Irom  that  county. 

Q.  Do  you  know  bow  the  registration  of  voters  was  carried  on  in  this  county,  and 
did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  it?    If  so,  state  all  ynu  know  in  connection  with 
it.— A.  The  tax  collector,  W.  D.  Rivers,  who  is  county  registrar,  advertised  in  the 
wQDty  paper  and  sent  circulars  out,  giving  times  and  places  that  be  would  visit  the 
different  precincts  and  register  voters,  and  this  was  done  a  week  ahead  of  his  first 
trip.    The  law  did  not  require  him  to  leave  his  office,  but  he  went  more  at  the  solici- 
tation of  the  Populists  than  from  the  Democrats,  and  thus  gave  them  every  oppor- 
tsnity  to  register.     I  was  nppointed  by  him  to  register  voters.    The  first  trip  I  made 
to  Wadley  was  about  September  6,  1895,  and  I  went  for  Mr.  Rivers,  he  being  sick. 
This  trip  was  re4|uested  especially  by  the  Populists,  Mr.  C.  W.  Moxley  writing  and 
irjriDg  Mr.  Rivers  to  come.    I  registered  that  day  about  90  voters,  and  a  majority 
of  them  were  Populists.    On  September  10  I  returned  to  Wadley  and  registered 
voters.    On  both  occasions  Mr.  Moxley,  who  is  marshal  of  the  town,  followed  me 
tod  kept  a  list  of  those  registered.    On  the  evening  of  the  10th  he  and  W.  E.  Taylor 
htd  a  fontroverHy  in  Taylor's  store,  Taylor  accusing  him  of  keeping  Havis  Williams, 
vho  was  in  the  employ  of  Taylor,  from  registering,  and  Williams  never  did  register. 
1  gave  every  man  an  opportunity  to  register  who  wished  to  do  so.    Moxley's  testi- 
nooy  that  he  does  not  know  whether  I  paid  into  the  treasury  taxes  collected  by  me 
dtiring  the  reiiistration  is  false,  because  I  showed  him  on  the  registration  books  the 
entriefl  opposite  their  names  that  the  money  had  been  paid  over  to  the  tax  collector. 
I  told  Moxley  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  i^eptember  that  he  acted  in  such  a  way 
u  to  hinder  parties  from  registering.     1  collected  from  Cornelius  Martin  his  taxes 
that  were  said  to  be  due  and  registered  him.    He  was  afterwards  stricken  from  the 
list  of  voters  by  the  board  of  registration  on  account  of  an  old  tax  fi.  fa.    Mr.  Layton 
leat  for  me  to  register  some  hands  at  his  ice  house,  and  when  I  weut  in  Dandy 
^igbaffl  registered.    Three  others  who  were  waiting  to  register  went  out  as  soon  as 
lioxley  came  in.     I  then  told  Moxley  he  was  acting  in  such  a  way  as  to  keep  parties 
ffona  registering,  and  that  being  marshal  of  the  town  of  Wadley  he  should  attend 
^thebnsiness  of  that  office  and  not  use  it  to  drive  off  those  wishing  to  register. 
Three  of  these  ne^oes  then  lived  and  now  live  in  Wadley,  and  are  not  vagrants.    I 
▼«nt  to  Mr.  Perkins's  house  to  register  him,  at  his  request.    I  went  to  Mr.  Taylor'a 
^'s^t  houses  at  his  request  and  registered  two  men  who  were  sick  in  bed.    I  did 
this  as  an  accommodation  to  these  men.    I  never  got  in  buggy  that  night  with  I.  F. 
Fanner  and  told  all  good-bye  and  pretended  to  start  home,  but  stayed  at  the  hotel 
all  night,  being  requested  to  stay  and  register  others  the  next  morninj^.    The  morn- 
Of  of  tbe  nth  I  registered  twelve  before  leaving  Wadley.    I  refused  to  register 
Jh.  J.  H.  Perkins,  who  seemed  very  anxious  to  register  and  vote  for  Black.    When 
1  n^istered  D.  W.  Donovan  he  told  me  he  ha<l  paid  all  taxes  demanded  of  him,  and 
b«  never  did  sav  that  he  did  not  want  to  register,  nor  did  I  tell  him  it  made  na 
uffcrenoe  If  he  had  not  paid  taxes.    If  he  had  made  any  such  declarations  to  me^  I 
Toold,  most  assuredly,  have  refused  to  register  him.    C.  W.  Moxley  has  never  men- 
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tioned  to  me  at  any  time  anything  in  connection  with  the  registering  of  D.  W.  Don- 
ovan. In  our  dispute  on  the  morning  of  the  lltb,  reference  was  made  to  Robert 
Blood  and  Steve  Evans,  and  Donovan's  name  was  not  mentioned  then  nor  has  it  been 
since.  If  Moxley  failed  to  get  down  all  the  names  that  I  registered,  I  would  let  him 
complete  his  list  from  the  book,  and  thus  did  nothing  to  keep  him  in  th«  dark  as  to 
what  I  was  doing. 

Q.  What  was  the  feeling  l>etween  you  and  Moxley  then  and  now  t — A.  Moxley  onee 
ran  against  me  for  clerk  of  the  superior  coort  and  I  defeated  him,  and  he  has  also 
been  a  candidate  for  sheriff  and  was  defeated,  running  on  the  Populist  ticket  botii 
Vtimes. 

r  Q.  Explain  the  cases  of  John  Thomas  and  John  Walker  before  the  board  of  regi»- 
ftration. — A.  Both  these  negroes  are  Populists,  and  although  they  had  receipts  for 
jevery  year  but  one,  and  there  wasa  fi.  fa.  outstanding  against  them  for  taxes  for  that 
year  for  which  they  had  no  receipt,  they  were  allowed  to  go  on  the  list  of  qoalified 
voters  upon  making  certain  explanations — Thomas  saying  that  his  receipt  waa  blown 
away  in  a  storm,  and  Walker  making  some  similar  showing.  They  both  had  receiptd 
for  years  prior  to  and  subsequent  to  the  year  for  which  they  claimed  the  receipt  was 
lost. 

Q.  How  do  Mr.  M.  H.  Hopkins,  W.  J.  Douglass,  W.  E.  Taylor,  J.  L.  Layton,  E. 
£.  Pender,  J.  J.  Walden,  R.  E.  Farmer,  I.  F.  Farmer,  and  Calvin  Joiner  stand  in  Jef- 
ferson Conuty  as  citizens f — A.  They  all  stand  well  and  are  considered  law-abiding, 
honorable,  and  truthfnl  men. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  vote  oast  in  the  several  districts  of  this  county  at  the  last 
national  election  when  there  was  a  Republicau  ticket  in  the  field  for  President  and 
Vice-President f — A.  Yes;  this  was  in  Novemberf  1892. 

Q.  Give  the  vote  in  the  different  districts  in  this  county  cast  at  that  election  for 
Black  and  for  Watson  and  also  for  Cleveland  and  for  Harrison  and  for  Weaver,  and 
state  which  districts  are  Populist  and  which  Democratic. — A.  The  Populist  districts 
are  as  follows:  76th,  77th,  79th,  8Ut,  85th,  aud  1460th;  and  the  vote  stood  in  the 
several  districts  a8  follows : 


District. 


76 

77 

78 

79 

81 

82 

83 

84 

86 

1460 

Total. 


WataoD. 

Black. 

• 
Cleveland. 

1 

Harrison. 

1 
WeaTcr. 

163 

100 

36 

101 

46 

58 

285 

226 

118 

169 

75 

1                  50 

1                 40 

21 

16 

66 

177 

159 

60 

129 

1                 71 

eo 

16 

83 

40 

3 

136 

134 

100 

6:i 

7 

147 

2B8 

268 

41 

3S 

Ill 

97 

239 

238 

61 

34 

186 

120 

73 

40 

2A4 

269 

201 

199 

1,(137 

1,224 

768 

642 

1,440 

It  will  be  seen  that  those  districts  ^oing  stronsly  for  Black  cast  the  largest  vote 
for  Harrison.  The  colored  voters  having  no  candidate  for  Congress  in  the  field  voted 
mostly  for  Black  and  Harrison.  In  the  Populist  districts  Harrison  got  few  votes, 
but  I  think  he  would  have  got  a  good  vote  in  each  of  these  Populist  districts  if  the 
colored  voters  had  had  an  opportunity  to  express  their  choice  freely.  The  Populists 
had  Watson's  name  on  four  kinds  of  tickets,  viz,  Democratic,  Republican,  Popniist, 
and  Prohibition,  and  thus  confused  the  colored  voters.  The  Democrats  had  Black's 
name  on  only  two  kinds,  viz,  Democratic  and  Republican. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  consolidation  of  the  election  returns  here  at  the  coort 
house  of  the  various  elections  that  several  of  ns — I,  yourself,  and  others — get  copies 
of  the  official  consolidation,  and  does  not  this  tabulated  statement  which  you  have 
put  in  for  the  election  of  1892  correspond  in  every  particular  with  this  statement 
which  I  made  of  those  returns  [exhibiting  paper]  f — A.  It  does. 

Q.  Is  not  the  following  tabulated  statement  of  the  election  returns  of  the  Con- 
gressional election  in  1894  correct  f  [Exhibiting  the  following  tabulated  statement, 
to  wit:] 


District. 


76 
77 
78 
79 
81 
83 


Black. 

Watson. 

District. 

22 

140 
303 
95 
120 
164 
150 

84 

18 

86 

3 

1460 

13 

82 

42 

277 

1            Total 

Black. 


Watson. 


110 

116  !  311 

88  !  199 

779  i  133 

1,857  1,716 
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And  U  not  tbia  also  a  correct  statement  of  the  returns  of  the  Congressional  eleo- 
tioa  in  1895.     [Exhibiting  the  following  statement :] 


DUtrict. 


7T 

n 

•1 


BUok. 

WaUOD. 

16 

M 

34 

ISO 

2 

32 

5 

63 

41 

131 

445 

16 

District. 


83 

84 

85 

14fl0 

TotAl 


Black. 

Wfttoon. 

149 

118 

18 

33 

79 

188 

78 

188 

851 


948 


A.  I  do  not  know.    1  think  the  total  is  correct. 

(j.  Do  yoQ  know  of  any  money  or  whisky  being  ased  by  Major  Black  or  his  friends 
daring  the  Congressional  elections  of  1892, 1894,  or  1895  In  this  county  f — A.  At  a  few 
meetings  in  189S  and  1894  I  saw  some  voters  treated  to  whisky :  how  much  was  used 
1  doo't  know,  for  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  whisky.  In  1895  I  saw  no  whisky 
nfted,  and  don't  think  any  was  used  by  the  party  in  the  campaign.  Some  money  was 
oied  in  1892  and  1894,  in  hiring  teams,  such  as  wagons  and  buggies  to  send  workers 
through  the  ooanty,  pay  taxes,  and  for  printing  tickets  and  circulars.  In  1895  some 
money  was  used  for  paying  taxes  and  printing  tickets,  circulars,  etc.,  but  very  little 
for  any  otlier  purpose. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  Mi^or  Black's  friends  offered  various  inducements  to  the  col- 
ored people  to  vote  for  him  in  all  of  those  elections,  such  as  giving  them  their 
accounts  where  they  were  indebted  to  parties,  famishing  them  money  for  various 
parpoees  in  order  to  get  their  influence  without  paying  ^om  out  and  out  in  money 
for  their  political  services  f — A.  It  is  not  true. 

ij.  During  the  campaigns  spoken  of,  when  Mr.  Watson  made  an  appointment  to 
»peak  at  this  place,  did  not  large  crowds  of  negroes,  from  three  to  five  thousand  in 
number,  come  to  hear  him  speak  at  every  appointment? — A.  Mr.  Watson  generally 
htd  good  crowds,  but  only  on  one  or  two  occasions  did  they  run  up  into  large  num- 
beri,  and  then  at  least  lialf  were  white,  many  coming  from  adjoining  counties  to 
•well  the  crowd  for  a  purpose,  they  being  in  a  good  measure  the  same  people  that  I 
Mw  at  meetings  here  and  at  Gibson  and  Sandersville.  There  were  a  large  number 
of  Populists  in  counties  that  went  to  meetings  of  Mr.  Watson  in  adjoining  counties  to 
swell  Ihe  crowd  and  make  the  appearance  of  much  enthusiasm. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  during  those  campaigns  spoken  of  that  at  every  appoint- 
meat  of  Major  Black  or  his  friends  to  speak  in  this  county  they  had  yery  small  crowds 
of  ne;(roe8  and  whites,  except  on  one  occasion  at  Louisville,  when  the  Hon.  H.  W. 
J.  Ham,  Mr.  Steve  Clay,  and  others  spoke  here,  and  then  it  was  necessary  to  set  up 
s  biir  barbecue  to  draw  the  crowd t — A.  Major  Black  always  had  a  good  crowd,  ana 
on  several  occasions  they  were  large.  They  would  doubtless  have  been  larger  every 
time,  if  the  Populists  h^hd  not  by  threats  and  wild  rumors  and  by  holding  counter 
meetings  kept  some  away.  The  Democrats  never  by  threats  or  rumors  or  otherwise 
tried  to  keep  anvone  away  from  Mr.  Watson'n  meetinv^s.  In  1893  Mr.  Watson  made 
fire  or  six  speeches  in  this  county  and  they  were  poorly  attended.  At  Lonisville  he 
had  four  or  five  hundred,  but  in  tiie  country  districts  the  people  did  not  seem  to  care 
to  hear  hioiy  and  did  not  go  out  in  largD  numbers.  Major  Black  did  not  speak  at  all 
in  this  eonnty  in  1895. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  in  1892,  just  before  the  Congressional  election  between  Black 
sndWatson,  that  a  prominent  colored  man  then  living  in  Alabama,  who  had  formerly 
lived  in  this  Congressional  district  in  Hancock  County,  named  H.  S.  Doyle,  made 
■peeches  in  various  parts  of  the  county  in  Mr.  Watson's  interest? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  not  have  an  appointment  at  Briuson's  schoolhouse  and  did  he  not  speak 
there  on  the  night  Hall  was  killed,  whom  yon  referred  to  in  yonr  former  examina- 
tion t — ^A.  The  Democrats  had  named  that  night  to  have  a  meeting  at  Brinson's  school- 
house,  and  Democrat-s  at  Wadley  and  Bartow,  and  also  W.  A.  McLoud,  chairman  of 
the  Republican  executive  committee  of  this  county,  asked  that  men  from  Louisville 
ittead  the  meeting,  as  they  had  been  informed  the  Populists  had  determined  to  take 
charge  o(  the  meeting  and  run  it.  The  Populists  did  go  there  in  large  numbers, 
many  from  Washington  County,  including  Hall  who  was  killed,  and  took  charge  of 
the  meeting,  the  Dr^mocrats  not  being  allowed  to  speak.  Doyle  made  a  speech. 
After  tie  speaking  was  over  there  was  considerable  shooting  at  random,  and  Hall 
wa.  killed.*^  * 

<j.  Do  yon  know  who  killed  Hall,  and  were  you  present  at  that  meeting,  and  do 
700  know  these  facts  from  your  own  knowledge  or  did  you  gain  the  information 
from  others f — A.  I  do  not  Know  who  killed  Hall.  I  was  not  at  the  meeting,  but 
have  diaeoasAd  it  with  reliable  men  who  were  there.  Do  know  Democrats  set  that 
Uj^ht  for  a  meeting  at  Brinson's  schoolhouse,  and  I  was  to  go  but  was  sick. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hacks  was  charge<l  with  the  killinfi: 
of  Hail,  and  that  the  general  public  opinion  was  that  the  man  who  killed  Hall 
intended  to  kill  Do^'le  and  mistook  Hall  for  Doyle f — A.  Yes;  Hacks  was  charged 
with  the  killing  but  was  acquitted.  It  is  not  the  general  opinion  that  Doyle  was 
iutende^l  to  be  killed.    Many  think  the  killinff  was  accidental. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  at  the  trial  of  Hucks  the  jury  before  whom  he  was  tried 
were  all  Democrats f — A.  1  can  not  say. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  at  said  trial  that  prominent  Democrats  in  this  town  and  at 
Bartow  were  very  active  in  the  defense  of  Hncks? — A.  Some  Demoorate  t-4»ok  an 
interest  in  his  trial.  Hucks  was  a  pour  man,  and  his  father-in-law.  Berry  Hall,  is 
now  being  pushed  by  a  fieri  facias  to  collect  the  fee  for  Hucks's  defense. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Populist  party  since  its  organization  in  this  county 
and  elsewhere  have  been  charged  by  the  Democratic  party  with  being  an  ally  of  the 
Republican  party  f — A.  Some  Democrats  have  talked  it,  but  the  minority  look  upon 
them  as  a  wandering  political  btar.  In  fact,  the  Populists,  Mr.  Wat«on  in  particular, 
in  his  speeches,  charges  the  Democrats  with  being  in  league  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  that  they  (the  Populists)  are  the  true  Jefferson ian  Democrats,  and  alone 
can  save  this  great  nation.  The  Populists  say  that  the  Democratic  and  Repablican 
platforms  are  about  the  same. 

Q.  About  what  is  the  number  of  polls  in  this  county,  approximately  f  —A.  Tlie  tax 
books  show  about  3,000. 

Q.  About  how  many  tax  defaulters  ecich  year  since  1892? — About  an  average  of 
350  or  400. 

Q.  How  many  militia  district-s  are  there  in  the  couuty,  and  about  how  are  those 
tax  defaulters  divided  among  the  distiicts? — A.  There  are  ten  districta,  and  the 
defaulters  are  divided  about  evenly,  I  guess,  except  the  Bartow  (Eighty-fiftb)  dis- 
trict, which  usually  has  ttie  largest  number. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Democrat;  if  so,  what  kind— gold-bag,  free  silver,  or  Ben  HiU  Demo- 
crat f — A.  I  am  a  Democrat — a  sound-money  Democrat. 

Redirect: 

Q.  Are  not  the  Populists,  as  a  general  thing,  the  largest  tax  defaulters;  are  there 
not  more  defaulters  among  the  Populists  than  the  Democrats? — A.  In  the  teat  before 
the  board  of  registration  a  much  larger  number  of  Populists  was  shown  to  be  tax 
defaulters  than  Democrats,  the  tax  fi.  fa.*s  being  produced  in  each  caae  as  evidence. 

Q.  Is  not  a  large  per  cent  of  the  white  Populist  vote  in  this  county,  as  well  as 
colored,  made  up  of  nontax-paying  and  nondebt- paying  uienf — A.  The  large  per  cent 
of  the  whites  who  do  not  pay  taxes  and  other  debts  are  Populists. 

Q.  Did  not  the  Populists  make  a  desperate  eftbrt  to  hang  Hucks,  and  was  not  a 
large  number  of  them  sworn  as  witnesses  against  himf — Yes;  and  it  is  cmrently 
reported  that  the  Populists  determined  on  two  occasions  to  lynch  him. 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  general  opinion  that  Hall  was  accidentally  killed  by  some  ran- 
dom and  reckless  shot  by  the  Populists  on  the  night  of  the  meeting  at  Brinson's 
schoolhousef — A.  Yes. 

Q<  Was  it  not  in  evidence  that  the  Populists,  or  some  of  them,  went  to  that  meet- 
ing heavily  armed  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Waa  it  not  in  evidence  in  the  trial  of  Hncks  tbat  Hall  was  killed  on  a  bright 
moonlight  nigbt,  and  that  he  did  nut  resemble  the  man  Doyle  whom  Hucks  was 
charged  with  intending  to  kill? — A    Yes. 

Q.  Was  not  Hall  a  white  man  with  heavy  whiskers,  and  Doyle  a  smooth-faced 
colored  man? — A.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  Was  not  McLoud,  the  chairman  of  the  Republican  executive  committee  of  this 
county,  at  that  meeting  in  the  interest  of  Major  Black,  and  was  not  that  meeting 
broken  up  by  Doyle  and  his  friends! — A.  Yes. 

O.  In  the  campaign  of  1895  did  not  Watson  |>ersoually  canvass  Jefferson  County 
and  make  several  speeches  at  different  points,  and  did  not  Mt^jor  Black  refuse  to 
come  into  the  county,  so  as  to  avoid  any  strife  or  confusion  among  the  people,  and 
contribute  as  far  as  possible  to  a  quiet  and  peaceable  election? — ^A.  Yes. 

RecroBS : 

(Counsel  for  contestant  here  asked  another  question,  which  he  stated  was  not  in 
rebuttal,  when  counsel  for  contestee  objected,  on  the  ground  that  he,  counsel  for 
contestee,  had  confined  himself  to  questions  strictly  in  rebuttal,  and  counsel  for  con- 
testant has  no  right  to  ask  any  further  question,  unless  the  same  is  in  rebuttal.) 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  everything  you  have  testified  to  in  your  redirect  examina- 
tion in  roference  to  the  meeting  at  Brinson's  schoolhonse  is  from  hearsay? — A.  I 
speak  of  my  own  knowledge  as  to  the  Democrats  having  that  night  set  for  a* meeting 
at  that  place,  and  also  as  to  what  transpired  at  the  trial  in  court. 

Q.  Did  it  not  appear  in  evidence  at  that  trial  that  Hucks  had  a  gun  there  at  tbat 
meeting? — A.  The  testimony  on  this  point  was  conflicting. 
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y.  Did  yon  ever  be.nr  the  jndge  who  preeided  at  the  trial  of  that  case,  the  Hon- 
ctnble  R.  L.  Gamble,  and  who  is  now  judge  of  the  same  conrt,  express  it  as  hi» 
opinion,  after  hearing  the  trial,  that  Hncks  was  gnilty,  and  say  that  nad  he  been  on 
the  jury  he  would  hare  convicted  himf 

(Coausel  for  contestee  objected  to  this  question,  becanse  it  seeks  only  to  get  the 
opinion  of  an  individual,  and  because  it  is  irrelevant  and  seeks  only  hearsay  tes- 
timony. ) 

A.  I  never  heard  him  make  any  such  remark  or  express  such  an  opinion.  In  fact, 
I  have  never  heard  anyone  say  they  would  have  convicted  him  on  tne  evidence. 

J.  \V.  White. 

Sworn  to  and  sabecribed  before  me  by  .1 .  W.  White,  after  reading  the  same  over  to 
hinin  the  presence  of  the  court  and  of  counsel  for  contestant  and  conteeitee,  thia 
aOth  day  of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary f  Jejfferaon  Count y,  Ga. 

ALEX.  R.  FARMER,  sworn  as  a  witncHs  for  contestee,  Black,  testified. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  Jefferson  County,  and  in  what  part  of  the  county  have 
yoa  lived  f — A.  I  have  been  in  the  county  for  nearlv  forty  vears.  I  was  born  and 
rsisfd  here.  From  1875  t<>  1880  I  lived  in  the  Pope  Hill  diitriot.  From  1880  up  te 
(Iste  I  have  lived  in  the  Stella villo,  the  seventy-seventh,  district. 

Q.  Are  yon  familiar,  generally,  with  the  colored  people  of  that  section  of  the 
eountyf — A.  Yes,  Mir;  I  am  well  acquainted  with  cheni  all. 

Q.  Are  yon  fnmiliar  with  tlie  manner  in  which  the  Populists  have  conducted  their 
fMopaigna  in  that  part  of  the  county  since  18$)2f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  color  and  what  has  been  your  ]>oIiticsf — A.  I  am  a  colored  man. 
la  politica  I  am  a  Ri-pnblican  whenever  a  Republican  ticket  reai'hes  me,  and  when  a 
KepnblicMj  ticket  doea  not  reach  nie  I  always  vote  for  the  Democrats  ,as  that  party  ia 
ajroezt  choice.  Ever  since  Miyor  Black  has  been  nominated  as  the  Democratie 
fttaadard  bearer  in  this  district  I  have  been  supporting  him.  1  felt  safe  in  so  doing, 
becaaee  I  believed  he  was  the  wan  for  the  place,  and  the  only  man  in  the  distrioi 
for  the  place  who  was  nominated. 

Q.  I>o  yon  know  how  the  colored  people  in  your  section  of  the  county-  iu  the 
Pope  Hill  aiid  Stellaville  districts — have  t'elt  toward  the  Democratic  and  Popnliat 
parties  for  the  past  few  years,  and  what  is  the  politics  of  the  most  of  thenif — A.  If 
tke  majority  of  the  colored  people  in  those  districts  were  allowed  to  vote  as  they 
pleased,  they  would  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  when  there  were  only  Democratic 
aad  Populist  tickets  in  the  field,  for  the  majority  of  them  prefer  to  vote  with  the 
Democrate,  bnt  there  are  sou.e  genuine  Populist  colored  men  in  those  districts. 

Q.  Why  do  they  vote  the  Populist  ticket  in  these  elections,  and  are  they  not  left 
to  the  freedom  of  their  own  wills? — A.  Becanse  some  of  them  claim  that  they  are 
itttimidated  and  threats  made  against  tl^m  that  if  they  vote  the  Democratic  ticket 
tliej  will  be  hurt  after  dark,  and  they  nay  rather  than  be  bothered  after  election, 
jsflt  for  policy'a  sake,  they  will  go  in  and  vote  the  Populist  ticket  against  their  will. 
Tkey  tell  me  that  these  threats  are  made  by  white  men  in  the  Populist  party 

Q.  D«»  yon  know  of  anything  that  was  done  and  said  by  the  Populists  in  1895f — 
A.  In  1895  the  threata  of  the  Populist  party  were  very  severe  for  a  while,  and  1  had 
»  ooDversation  with  a  prominent  white  Populist  in  the  county  and  told  him  that 
that  was  what  was  the  matter — that  these  big  threats  toward  the  colored  people 
wooldo't  do  the  Populist  party  any  good  whatever.  He  said  to  me  that  all  of  us 
Pftpnlists  are  not  that  way,  and  I  told  him  that  I  believed  that  one-third  of  the 
^hite  members  of  the  Populist  party  were  nice  gentlemen,  bnt  the  other  two- thirds 
I  vas  aft^id  to  risk  anywhere  after  dark.  1  believe  if  there  had  been  no  intimida-> 
tioD  of  the  negioes  by  the  Populists  in  1895  that  Major  Black  would  have  carried 
the  county  by  from  60  to  100  majority. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  attend  any  of  the  Popnlist  meetiiigsdnring  these  campaigns?    And 
if  to,  Ktate  what  their  character  was,  and  how  the^  conducted  these  meetings,  and  \ 
bow  they  behaved,  and  state  if  they  had  any  whisky  at  the  meetings,  and  what 
^■e  they  had  there. — ^A.  1  came  to  hear  Mr.  Watson  every  time  he  spoke  here  in 
town,  and  I  visited  Popnlist  meetings  in  several  other  places  in  the  county,  and  I 
Mticed  thia  man  H.  8.  Do^le  made  a  speech  in  my  district  one  night,  and  1  did  not 
think  he  was  as  hard  against  the  Republican  party  as  Mr.  Watson  was  until  I  heard 
bifli  speak.    Mr.  Wataon  and  Doyle  ooth  said  that  the  two  old  parties  were  just  like 
tvo  brindle  ateer»--yon  couldn't  tell  them  apart — and  the  only  relief  would  be  from   / 
tW  aew  party,  the  Third  party.    1  asked  Doyle  if  both  old  parties  were  rotten  what  / 
bewta  going  to  get  to  make  up  the  new  party,  and  his  statement  to  me  was  that  / 
j^t  the  gooa  men  come  out  of  the  old  rotten  parties  and  make  up  a  good  party  and/ 
vt  voald  have  good  government.    1  never  have  seen  any  whisky  to  amonnt  to  ftn^-V 
thing  at  any  of  their  meetings.    Thl&  most  (langerons  thing  that  l  have  seen  at  their 
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night  meetingB  was  that  the^  would  nearly  all  be  armed  with  rifles,  shotgmu,  and 
mnskets,  and  I  asked  one  of  the  leaders  what  was  the  matter  that  they  ul  seemed 
to  be  armed  every  time  they  came  out  at  ni^ht,  and  he  said  the  boys  meant  to  have 
their  rights.  I  told  him  that  the  Democratic  party  was  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
Populist  party ;  that  all  the  Democrats  wanted  was  an  honest  election  and  a  fsir 
count.  The  last  election  was  as  fair  an  election,  on  both  sides,  as  ever  was  held  in 
Jeflferson  County — ^that  is  what  1  believed. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  the  Populists  ever  made  any  threats  against  you,  and 
whether  they  made  any  general  threats  against  the  negroes  in  your  section  of  the 
county. — A.  There  were  a  good  many  threats  made  against  me,  and  one  white  Populist 
offered  to  any  colored  man  who  would  kill  me  to  give  him  a  barrel  of  flour  and  200 
pounds  of  Western  bacon.  The  Populists  threatened  to  take  the  negroes  out  at  night 
jmd  whip  them,  and  even  lynch  them,  if  they  didn't  rote  their  way.  I  told  them 
to  go  on  and  vote  for  Major  black ;  that  there  was  no  danger. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  Where  were  yon  at  the  election  in  1888,  when  McLoud  and  Williams  ran  for 
the  legislature Y — A.  I  was  at  StellaviUe,  in  the  Seventy-seventh  district. 

Q.  Were  any  Populists  there? — A.  At  that  time  they  were  called  the  Brinsonitee, 
and  in  1892  the  same  men  were  called  the  Third  party,  and  in  1894  they  were  called 
the  Populist  party,  and  that  is  the  name  they  go  by  now;  but  they  change  so  fast 
that  I  don't  know  what  they  will  be  called  next  fall.  There  were  some  Brinsonites 
at  the  election  that  day. 

Q.  Were  you  a  Brinsonite  that  day  Y — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  an  ''  ite ''  were  yon  f — A.  1  was  a  McLoudite.  There  was  a  Repub- 
lican ticket  in  the  field  that  day  and  1  voted  it. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  the  leading  Populist  that  you  told  you  thought  oiie-third 
of  the  Populists  were  nice  gentlemen,  but  the  balance  you  were  atraid  off — A.  I 
refuse  to  answer  that. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  at  the  time  Doyle  spoke  in  various  parts  of  the  county  in 
18S^  advocating  the  cause  of  Mr.  Watson  that  his  life  had  been  threatened  by  the 
Democrats,  and  a  guard  of  white  Populists  went  with  him  over  the  county  to  pro- 
tect him  in  making  those  speeches f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any  threats  against 
him  at  all.  And  if  they  were  goinff  to  hurt  him  1  should  have  thought  they  would 
have  done  it  one  day  when  he  spoke  here  in  Louisville,  the  day  Mr.  Watson  spoke 
in  Sumner,  for  in  that  speech  he  put  the  Democrats  down  to  dogs,  and  said  they  were 
everything  but  gentlemen  and  good  fellows,  and  I  felt  scared  for  him  while  he  was 
speaking :  but  no  Democrat  tri^  to  hurt  him.  and  I  talked  to  some  Democrats  about 
the  speecn  about  twenty  minutes  after  he  made  it,  and  they  told  me  that  they  would 
not  hurt  him  nor  allow  him  to  be  hurt,  no  matter  what  he  said  about  them ;  and 
after  that  1  felt  perfectly  easy  about  hia  safety. 

Q.  Do  you  not  belong  to  a  class  of  negroes  in  the  county  known  as  the  *'  cheeee 
and  cracker  c^owdf" — A.  No,  sir;  1  do  not. 

Q.  Were  you  at  (vay's  store  in  1892,  at  night,  in  your  own  district,  and  near  your 
home,  the  night  before  the  election  in  1892,  when  a  crowd  of  Democrats  went  out 
from  Louisville Y — A.  No,  sir;  I  started  there,  and  got  most  there,  when  I  met  one 
nogru  coming  running — he  was  just  a-kicking  up  sand — and  Tasked  him  what  was  the 
matter,  and  ne  said  it  looked  like  all  the  Populists  in  the  county  were  there,  and 
they  kicked  up  such  a  fuss  that  the  niggers  had  to  get  away,  and  I  turned  around 
and  went  back  home.  The  meeting  was  a  Democratic  one.  The  Populists  took 
charge  of  it  and  run  all  the  negroch  off. 

Redirect : 

Q.  Was  that  meeting  before  a  State  or  national  election  Y — A.  It  was  a  State 
election. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  any  fusses  or  difficulties  to  occur  over  elections  in  Lonis- 
villeY — A.  I  never  have.    The  elections  here  have  always  been  peaceable  and  quiet 

Q.  Do  not  all  the  election  fusses  and  rows  in  the  county  occur  in  districts  where 
the  Populists  are  in  control Y — ^A.  Erery  one  of  them. 

Q.  What  class  of  white  people  in  this  county  are  most  friendly  and  kindly  dis- 
posed toward  the  colored  people;  the  whites  in  the  Populist  piurty  or  those  who 
compose  the  Democratic  party  Y — A.  Those  who  compose  the  Democratic  party.  It 
is  the  white  men  who  own  property  and  have  work  for  negroes  to  do  that  are  tlie 
best  friends  of  the  colored  people. 

Q.  Why  do  you  refuse  to  give  the  name  of  the  man  Mr.  Whigham  asked  about  f-^ 
A.  Because  I  don't  think  the  man  would  like  it,  and  he  might  tell  it  to  some  of  his 
party,  and  while  I  am  not  afraid  of  the  man  himself,  I  am  afraid  of  some  of  those  in 
nis  party  after  dark. 

Albx.  R.  Farmer. 
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Sworn  to  and  snbsoribed  before  me  by  Alex.  B.  Farmer,  after  reading  the  same 
over  to  him  in  the  presence  of  the  court  and  of  counsel  for  contestant  and  contestee, 
this  30th  day  of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary f  Jefferson  County f  Ga. 

Court  here  ndjoamed  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

January  31,  1896. 

Court  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  M.  G.  Gamble  was  placed  upon  the 
witness  stand. 

M.  G.  GAMBLE,  sworn  as  a  witness  for  contestee,  Black,  testified : 

Q.  Where  do  yon  reside? — A.  In  Louisville,  Ga. 

Q.  State  what  incidents  of  attempted  intimidation  by  the  Populists  you  know  of 
bIdcs  1892. — A.  I  was  requested  by  my  negroes  on  the  different  plantations  in  1892 
to  go  with  them  to  the  Fleming  district,  the  seventy -eighth,  on  the  day  of  election,  as 
they  were  afraid  to  go  up  there  without  some  white  Democrat  being  with  them.  They 
had  heard  of  threats  being  made  agaiust  them  by  the  Populiste.  I  met  them  all, 
from  the  different  places,  at  the  (ramble  Grove  place  on  the  morning  of  the  election, 
and  carried  them  to  the  seventy-eighth  district  precinct.  On  arrival  there  I  was 
met  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  polls  by  a  crowd  of  Populists  wearing  red 
caps  and  carrying  sticks.  The  red  caps  were  all  in  line  and  marched  down  two 
abreast.  We  had  stopped  to  unhitch  our  teams  by  the  time  they  came  up  to  where 
we  were.  As  they  met  us  I  said:  "Good  morning,  gentlemen^''  They  didn't  reply 
to  me  at  all — thought,  I  suppose,  that  I  was  either  oeneath  their  notice  or  didn't 
realize  that  I  was  speaking  to  them.  One  or  two  of  them  spoke  to  my  bands  and 
•aid:  *<Boys,  have  you  got  tickets f"  My  hands  didn't  answer  at  all,  but  I  said: 
"Yes:  my  hands  have  tickets  that  I  gave  them,  and  I  expect  to  see  them  vote  it,  and 
I  don  t  want  any  trouble  with  you.'*  I  called  all  my  hamts  then  around  me,  and  car- 
ried them  up  and  voted  them,  and  the  Populists  followed  close  behind,  but  they  gave 
DO  farther  trouble. 

Q.  Was  it  the  object  of  those  red  caps  to  intimidate  and  control  voters  at  the 
polls? — ^A.  Yes;  I  think  it  was.  I  was  told  by  Mr.  George  Cain  a  week  or  two  after 
the  election  that  he  understood  they  held  a  meeting  at  that  stable  out  there  on  that 
morning  of  the  election  where  it  was  reported  they  had  Winchester  rifles,  and  I  saw 
them  go  to  the  stable  from  time  to  time.  This  meeting  was  held  to  decide  whether 
they  would  run  us  off  or  not — whether  they  would  run  me  and  my  hands  and  Mr. 
Alex.  Stone  and  Captain  Willie's  hands  off.  Mr.  Stone  and  I  went  out  with  the 
largest  number  of  Democratic  colored  voters. 

Q.  From  your  information  and  observation  was  not  the  methods  of  the  Populists 
in  all  the  elections  from  1892  on  down  to  the  present  time,  bulldozing,  intimidating, 
and  terrorizing Y — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  Is  it  true  that  the  Democrats  in  those  elections  spoken  of  used  whisky  and 
money  freely  f — A.  I  didn't  see  any  used  and  didn't  use  any  myself.  I  didn't  attend 
any  meetings  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  politics,  only  on  days  of  election. 

Q.  What  is  your  politics? — A.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

M.  G.  Gamble. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  by  M.  G.  Gamble,  after  reading  the  same  over 
to  him  in  the  presence  of  the  court  and  of  counsel  for  the  contestant  and  contestee, 
this  31st  day  of  January,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary,  Jefferson  Couniy,  O^a. 

R.  N.  HARDEMAN,  sworn  as  a  witness  for  contestee,  Black,  testified. 

Q.  Where  do  yon  reside  f — ^A.  Since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1894, 1  have  resided 
is  Lonisville,  Jefferson  County,  Ga.,  and  prior  to  that  time  in  the  seventy-ninth  dis- 
trict of  this  county. 

Q.  State  what  incidents  of  attempted  and  actual  intimidation  by  the  Populists 
yoaknow  of  that  occurred  in  the  elections  of  1892,  and  what  since  then. — A.  During 
theeampaign  and  election  of  1892  I  lived  in  the  seventy-ninth  district,  near  Grange, 
snd  am  well  acquainted  with  the  methods  used  by  the  Populist  party  in  that  cam- 
paign. They  not  only  attempted  to  intimidate,  but  actually  intimidated  the  colored 
Toters  of  that  district.  The  night  before  the  election  a  large  crowd  of  Populists 
rods  through  the  negro  quarters  on  my  father's  plantation  and  adjoining  plantations 
firing  pistols  and  threatening  to  kill  any  negro  who  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  for 
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BlAck  the  next  day.  On  the  night  previons  to  the  election  I  sent  a  negro  man  in  a 
^^KKy  ^  ^i"*  Oeorge  Hndson'B.  The  negro  was  halted  in  the  road  hy  a  crowd  of 
Populiste  wearing  red  caps,  jerked  out  of  the  bnggy,  and  shot  at,  the  Popalists 
almost  demolishing  the  top  of  the  hnggy.  The  next  morning,  election  day,  the 
negroes  were  so  biMlly  frightened  until  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  them  to  the 
door  when  yon  went  to  see  them.  I  went  to  the  voting  precinct  at  Grange  on  that 
day,  and  when  I  reached  there,  there  was  a  large  crowd  of  Populisrs,  armed  with 
large  sticks,  boldly  and  openly  threatening  the  life  of  any  negro  who  voted  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket  that  day.  Abont  half  past  10  o'clock  Mr.  William  Little  and  Captain 
Betbea  arrived  with  a  crowd  of  negroes,  their  own  hands.  The  attitude  of  the  Popu- 
lists had  been  such  that  1  anticipated  a  row,  and  so  I  informed  Mr.  Little  when  he 
arrived.  Before  Mr.  Little's  negroes  could  get  out  of  the  wagon  abont  75  Populists 
left  the  polls  and  went  up  the  road  to  meet  Mr.  Little's  hands,  and  there  told  them 
that  they  should  not  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  a  Democratic  ticket.  A  ri'>t  was  then 
started  by  a  Populist,  and  one  man  was  killed,  another  was  vhot,  and  several  others 
iignred.  The  1  democrats  tried  to  avoid  the  riot.  As  soon  as  the  ritit  got  started 
good  the  Populists  ran  to  the  store  of  Mr.  Alfred  W.  Allen,  h  leading  Populist,  living 
at  Grange,  and  came  out  armed  with  Winchester  rifles  and  double-barrel  shotguns, 
and  attempted  t.o  lynch  two  white  men.  They  actually  chased  the  colored  voters 
across  the  field  and  rati  them  away  from  the  polls.  ]  came  to  Louisville  for  help 
about  12  o'clock,  but  returned  to  Grange  alone.  When  I  reached  there  over  150 
Populists  had  congregated  at  Grange  lr(>ni  the  seventy-sixth  and  other  districts^ 
openly  carrying  double-barrel  shotguns  and  Win  Chester  rifles  on  their  shonlders.  I 
heard  them  say  myself  that  they  intended  to  go  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  William 
Little,  Democratic  representative  iVoni  this  county  at  that  time,  that  night  and  lynch 
him  and  Wash  Beach.  They  also  said  they  intended  to  kill  every  "  damned  nigger** 
that  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  thnt  day.  During  the  campaign  of  1894  the  Popu- 
lists attempted  to  intimidate  negroes  all  over  the  county.  Notably,  on  one  occasion 
we  had  arranged  a  Democratic  meeting  at  Mr.  W^illiam  Little's  house,  and  the  Popu- 
lists had  gathered  in  a  large  crowd  at  Hndsons  Ford  and  sent  threats  to  the  negroes 
that  if  they  went  to  the  meeting  at  Mr.  Little's  house  tliey  would  be  shot  from 
ambush.  I  know  of  several  other  instances  of  intimidation  during  the  campaign 
and  elections  of  1894.  During  the  Congressional  election  in  1895  I  was  not  mnch  io 
the  country  districts,  but  on  the  night  hefore  the  election  I  went  ont  to  my  father's 
place,  and  while  talking  to  some  colored  voters  that  night  they  told  me  they  were 
afraid  to  vote  next  day,  as  the  Populists  had  already  threatened  them.  Hieae  very 
negroes  were  and  always  have  been  strong  Democrats,  but  failed  and  refused  to  vote 
the  next  day  at  all  on  account  of  these  threats.  The  threats  of  the  Populists  have 
been  so  great  that  the  negroes  in  the  seventy-ninth  district  will  not  go  to  Grange  at 
all  to  vote  and  are  afraid  to  come  here  to  vote.  I  have  known  of  instances  where 
negroes  actually  hid  out  for  a  week  or  two  for  fear  of  injury  from  the  Populists. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge,  information,  and  observation,  were  not  the  methods  of 
the  Populists  in  all  elections,  both  State  and  Federal,  during  1892  and  since  then  op 
to  the  present  time,  bulldozing,  intimidating,  and  terrorizing  t — A.  Most  decidedly  so. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  What  are  your  politics  and  how  old  are  yonf — A.  I  am  a  Democrat;  I  nm  24 
years  old . 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  this  man  that  you  testified  you  sent  to  Mr.  Hudson's  the 
night  before  the  election  and  was  shot  at  by  the  Populists,  and  who  were  the  Popu- 
lists who  shot  at  him  f — A.  Clayton  Calhoun  was  his  name ;  the  name  of  the  Populists 
who  shot  at  him  1  do  not  know,  for  I  was  not  there.  I  know  only  what  the  negro 
told  me  about  who  they  were,  but  I  know  the  buggy  was  shot  up  and  the  negro  ran 
away  an<l  the  horse  went  up  to  Mr.  Hudson's  house  without  a  driver;  there  was  a 
bullet  hole  through  the  buggy  and  the  top  was  badly  torn  up. 

Q.  Who  were  the  Populists  who  threatened  to  lynch  Mr.  Little  and  Mr.  Beach  or 
do  them  violence  that  you  referred  to  in  your  direct  examination f — A.  Mr.  Tom 
Tooke,  Mr.  S.  H.  Kitchens,  Mr.  Will  BeU,  and  several  others;  some  I  did  not  know 
and  some  whose  names  I  can't  recall. 

Q.  What  was  the  man's  name  who  was  killed  that  day,  and  was  he  a  colored  man 
or  a  white  man,  a  Populist  or  a  Democrnt,  and  who  killed  himf — A.  His  name  was 
George  Ivey;  he  was  a  Populist,  negro,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Beach,  a  white  Democrat, 
killed  him. 

Q.  About  how  many  white  voters  in  the  Grange  district? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  large  number  of  the  white  Populists  in  that  district  were 
not  present  at  Grange  that  day  of  election  when  the  difficulty  occurred? — A.  It  i» 
not  a  fact;  every  white  Populist  iu  the  district  was  there,  with  the  exception  of  one 
or  two. 

Q.  The  day  and  night  before  the  Congressional  election  in  1895  did  you  not  go 
from  your  home  into  that  district  and  assist  in  collecting  the  negroes  and  bringing 
them  to  the  polls  at  Louisville  the  next  day  and  voting  tnem,  and  did  you  not  use 
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whisky  freely  in  accomplidli ID g  that  purpose f — A.  So,  sir;  1  stayed  in  Louisville 
until  after  midday  on  the  day  before  the  election,  and  would  not  have  left  Louisville 
at  all  had  not  the  board  of  registrars  requested  me  to  carry  the  list  of  voters  to  the 
magistrate  of  the  Seventy-ninth  district  at  Grange.  I  collected  no  negroes  together 
and  brought  none  to  the  polls,  and  hare  never  in  my  life  used  any  whisky  in  an 
election. 

Redirect . 

Q.  When  J.  W.  Beach  shot  Qeor^e  Ivey  was  not  he  (Beach)  already  shot,  and 
was  he  not  then  being  beaten  up  with  sticks  aud  clubs  by  the  Populists? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  by  Populists.  Mr.  Beach  was  not  the  aggressor,  but  tried  in  every  way  he  could 
to  keep  down  a  diffi(*ulty,  but  the  white  Populists  of  that  district  had  armed  the 
negrues  and  instructed  iheui  to  get  into  a  dilfii^ulty  with  Beach  aud  kill  hiia. 

Q.  Is  it  a  fact  that  George  Ivey  had  knocked  Beach  to  his  kuees  aud  was  still 
b«atiug  him,  and  others  were  also  beatiug  biiu.  when  Beach  tired? — A.  Thera  were 
three  beating  Beach,  and  George  Ivey  bsul  struck  him  s  veral  blows  with  a  stick  aud 
kuocked  Beach  to  his  knees  and  was  still  beating  him  when  Beach  tired. 

Recroee: 

Q.  Where  did  Mr.  Beach  live  at  the  time  yon  speak  of  when  this  difficulty 
occurred? — A.  In  Louisville,  Jefferson  County. 

R.  N.  Hakdkman. 

Swum  to  and  subscribed  before  me  by  R.  X.  Hardeman  after  reading  the  same 
over  to  him  in  the  presence  of  the  cuurt  and  of  counsel  lor  contestant  and  coutestee 
thisSlst  day  of  Jaunary,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary,  Jefferson  County j  Ga. 

WILLIAM  OXFORD,  sworn  as  a  witness  for  contestee.  Black,  testitied: 

Q.  Where  do  von  reside? — A,  In  .Tetferson  Countv. 

Q.  State  what  incidents  of  attempted  and  actual  intimidation  by  the  Populists 
yoa  know  of  that  occurred  in  any  of  the  elections,  both  State  and  Federal,  in  1892, 
and  what  since  then  up  to  the  present  time. — A.  From  that  time  up  till  now  I  have 
been  in  a  good  many  meetings  with  the  Populists,  and  the  most  they  did  was  to  try 
to  keep  the  negroes  from  coming  to  Louisville  to  vote.  They  tried  to  do  this  by 
threatening  to  whip  them  and  do  a  heap  of  things  to  them  if  they  didn't  vote  for 
Watson.  They  claimed  to  go  to  the  Democratic  meetings  mainly  for  the  purpose  of 
poaring  out  the  liquor  If  they  found  any,  bnt  I  never  went  with  them  at  any  time 
when  they  found  any  and  poured  it  out. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  Calvin  Joiner  being  whipped? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  whipped  by  the  Populists  to  keep  him  away  from  the  polls  unless  he 
wonld  go  and  vote  their  way? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  acts  of  violence  the  Populists  did  to  scare  the  negroes 
and  keep  them  away  firom  the  polls? — A.  They  organized  and  rode  everywhere  in  the 
conntv  at  night  in  order  to  scare  them  and  keep  them  away. 

Q.  How  did  they  arrange  these  squads  to  ride  over  the  county? — A.  There  were 
men  appointed  in  each  district  to  select  a  squad  of  men  to  ride  around  at  night  and 
try  to  scare  the  negroes  either  into  voting  for  Watson  or  staying  away  from  the  polls 
iltogether. 

Q.  These  riders  who  went  around  among  the  negroes — didn't  they  threaten  the 
uejjroes  with  what  they  wonld  do  unless  they  voted  for  Watson  or  did  not  vote  at 
tkil?— A.  They  would  go  to  the  bead  or  leading  Democratic  negroes  in  the  districts 
and  threaten  to  kill  them  if  they  didn't  vote  for  Watson  or  stay  away  from  the  polls, 
and  they  threatened  to  whip  all  the  negroes  if  they  didn't  vote  for  Watson  or  stay 
from  the  polls.  That  was  the  rule  of  the  club  that  I  was  a  member  of,  and  I  suppose 
the  other  clnbs  did  the  same  way. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  where  Populists  cut  aloose  the  horses  of  Dem- 
ocrats at  Democratic  meetings? — A.  Before  a  county  election,  at  a  meeting  here  in 
Loaisville.  I  came  to  the  meeting  with  Mann  Padgett  and  Jim  Walden,  and  Mann 
Padgett  said  he  was  going  to  cut  the  horses  aloose,  and  I  afterwards  saw  some  loosed 
horses  on  the  streets,  but  I  didn't  see  Padgett  or  anvone  cut  them  aloose.  Padgett 
and  Walden  were  Populists.    I  also  saw  buggy  cushions  cut  all  to  pieces. 

Q.  Can  yon  tell  all  the  mischief  the  Populists  did  in  the  countv  dnriug  the  cam- 
paiinis  and  emotions?—- A.  They  did  so  much  devilment  that  I  couldn't  telllialf  of  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  or  not  the  Populists  scoured  the  Jones  and  Campbell 
places  in  1894  and  1892  before  the  election?— A.  In  1894  I  met  with  the  Populists  at 
Campbells  Hill,  and  stayed  with  them  until  about  2  o'clock  in  the  day,  when  I  went 
nome.  I  came  back  about  dark,  and  when  I  got  back  they  were  still  there,  and  were 
fixing  to  strike  camp.  There  were  62  of  them,  but  one  got  sick  and  went  home. 
They  didn't  go  to  the  Jones  or  Campbell  place  while  I  was  with  them,  and  if  they 


286  WATSON   vs.    BLACK. 

went  while  I  was  at  home  or  after  that  night  I  didn't  know  it.  They  came  on  to  Loiiii- 
Yille  the  next  morning  abont  daylight. 

Q.  Was  it  the  purpose  of  these  62  riders  to  keep  all  voters  firom  the  polls  who  didn't 
▼ote  for  Watson  f — A.  They  said  they  were  coming  here  to  look  into  the  ballot  box 
first,  and  then  they  were  going  to  see  that  the  Democrats  didn*t  get  all  the  negro 
votes:  that  they  were  going  to  get  half  of  them,  anyhow. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  attended  Populist  meetings;  didn't  they  nse  whisky  at  their 
meetings  ? — A.  At  a  meeting  held  by  the  Populists  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  5  miles 
from  town,  Jim  Aldred  carried  two  gallons  of  whisky  and  used  it  at  the  meeting. 
This  was  before  a  county  election.  I  never  saw  the  Populists  use  any  whisky  in  any 
except  county  elections.  Jim  Aldred  used  two  barrels  of  whisky  in  the  county 
election.    I  never  saw  any  Democrats  use  whisky  at  all. 

Q.  Were  you  not  approached  by  some  of  the  Populists  and  asked  to  kill  certain 
Democrats  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  not  approached  by  some  of  the  Populists  and  asked  to  do  personal 
violence  to  some  of  the  Democrats f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Dou't  it  come  within  your  knowledge  that  when  the  Democrats  were  holdings 
meeting  didn't  some  of  the  Populists  want  to  shoot  into  the  Democrats? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  they  threatened  that  a  heap  of  times.  They  said  they  wanted  to  shoot  into  the 
crowd  and  break  up  the  baud  and  the  meetiug.  When  the  Democrats  were  holding 
their  meetings  it  was  often  the  case  that  the  Populists  threatened  to  shoot  into  them. 

Q.  Wasn't  the  methods  of  the  Populists,  in  all  the  elections  and  campaigns  in  1892 
and  since  then  up  to  date,  bulldozing,  intimidating,  and  terrorizing  to  I^mocratic 
voters f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote  for  Congress  in  1892,  1894,  and  1895  Y— A.  I  voted  for 
Watson. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  What  is  your  politics? — A.  I  am  nothing. 

Q.  Did  you  not  formerly  belong  to  the  People's  Party  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  joined  the 
Alliance  in  1889  and  stuck  to  them  up  to  this  time,  when  they  got  so  bad  I  couldn't 
stay  with  them  any  longer. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  belonged  to  the  People's  Party  f — ^A.  Since  it  started  in  1892. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  quit  the  People's  Party  f — A.  Last  fall. 

Q.  Where  did  you  live  last  year? — A.  With  Russell  and  J.  W.  Aldred. 

Q.  What  are  their  politics  f — A.  Some  say  they  are  Democrats  and  some  say  they 
are  Third  party,  but  I  don't  know  what  they  are.    1  never  saw  them  cast  a  baJlot. 

Q.  What  are  your  feelings  toward  Mr.  Russell  Aldred  and  J.  W.  Aldred f — ^A.  Bad. 
I  think  all  the  rest  of  the  People'H  Party  are  just  about  as  bad  as  they  are. 

Q.  Where  are  you  living  now? — A.  On  Mr.  Lucins  Berry's  place. 

Q.  What  are  his  politics? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  Icnow  of  any  other  acts  of  violence  or  whippings  by  the  Populists  than 
that  of  Calvin  Joiner? — A.  I  don't  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I  have  heard  lots  of 
the  Populists  say  that  they  whipped  parties.  This  one  would  say,  ''I  whipped  so 
and  so,"  and  that  one  would  say  ne  whipped  so  and  so. 

Q.  Give  me  the  names  of  any  parties  you  ever  heard  say  they  had  whipped  any- 
body?— A.  I  heard  Sam  Walden  say  that  a  negro  came  to  his  house  to  get  a  convey- 
ance to  come  to  town  to  get  some  liquor,  and  he  gave  him  a  good  whipping  there  at 
his  house.  Jim  Aldred  hit  Sam  MeXuley,  a  white  man,  for  calling  Watson  a 
''damned  son  of  a  bitch."    I  don't  remember  any  other  particular  ones. 

Q.  Wiio  whipped  Calvin  Joiner? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  was  there  with  you,  and  did  anybody  else  assist  you? — A.  Jim  Aldred 
tried  to  give  me  a  stick  to  beat  him  with,  but  I  wouldn't  take  it;  1  Just  hit  him  with 
ray  hands.  Jim  Aldred,  Bob  Haddeu,  and  myself  were  together,  and  Tom  Culpepper 
and  Dr.  Kitchens  were  a  little  piece  ahead  of  us. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  state  to  anyone  the  reason  why  you  whipped  Calvin  Joiner  that 
night,  and  did  you  not  say  it  was  because  he  had  told  some  lies  on  you? — A.  1 
heard  he  had  been  using  my  name  in  some  speeches  he  had  made,  and  I  sent  word  to 
him  if  he  didn't  quit  using  my  name  I  would  whip  him,  and  1  told  him  that  night  it 
was  our  rule  for  the  negroes  not  to  come  to  town  to  vote,  but  to  go  up  to  the  cross- 
roads and  vote,  and  I  told  him  if  he  wouldn't  come  to  town  and  vote,  that  woald 
end  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  in  1892  when  a  colored  man,  named  Doyle,  was  going  over 
the  county  speaking  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Watson  that  his  life  had  been  threatened  by 
the  Democrats,  and  a  guard  had  to  go  around  with  him  to  protect  him? — A.  Yea, 
sir;  1  heard  that  he  was  threatened,  but  1  didn't  hear  any  Democrats  threaten  him, 
I  only  heard  members  of  our  club  say  that  Democrats  had  threatened  his  life.  I 
know  that  a  guard  went  around  with  him  to  protect  him,  and  I  was  one  of  them 
myself  once  when  he  went  down  here  to  Wad  ley. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  whip  any  negro  before  you  did  Calvin? — ^A.  Yea,  sir;  I  have 
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whipped  ft  heap  of  them.    I  have  whipped  them  before  I  became  a  Popalist  and 
since,  too. 
<^.  DM  yoa  ever  kill  a  negro? — A.  Yes,  sir;  about  twenty  years  ago. 

Redirect : 

Q.  Did  you  kill  him  in  self-defense,  or  howf — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  in  self-defense. 
Q.  Was  there  any  politics  in  it  Y — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  personal  difficulty  between  us., 
(j.  Was  he  killed  in  this  county? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  in  Washington  County.    I 
kUled  him  the  last  day  of  June,  1868. 

Keerosa: 

Q.  Haven't  you  killed  more  than  one  negro  f — A.  1  decline  to  answer. 

WiLUAM  (his  z  mark)  Oxford. 

8 worn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  by  William  Oxford,  after  reading  the  same 
orer  to  him  in  the  presence  of  the  court  and  of  connsol  for  contestant  and  contestee, 
tikis  January  31,  1896. 

T.  F.  Caulk, 
Ordinary,  Jefferson  County,  Ga, 

Court  adjourned  until  Monday,  February  3,  1896,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  Monday,  February  3,  1896,  and  finally  ad- 
joomed  February  3,  1896. 

State  of  Georgia,  Jefferson  County: 

I.  T.  F.  Caulk,  ordinary  in  and  for  said  county,  sitting  as  the  court  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  testimony  in  the  case  of  Thomas  £.  Watson,  contestant,  against  J.  C.  C. 
Black,  contostee,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  the  true  original* 
testimony  taken  for  J.  C.  C.  Black,'  contestee,  and  that  said  taking  of  testimony  com- 
menced on  the  27th  day  of  January  and  was  concluded  on  the  3d  day  of  February,  1896. 

GiTen  under  my  hand  and  official  signature  this  February  4,  1896. 

[»EAL.]  '  T.  F.  Caulk,  Ordinary, 

Hon.  Thomas  E.  Watson  : 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house  in  the  town  of  Sparta,  county  of 
Hancock,  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  9.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  ninetietn  meridian  time, 
I  will  on  the  10th  day  of  February,  18%,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  tbe 
examination  is  completed,  before  W.  E.  Wiley,  a  notary  public  of  said  county,  take 
the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  residents  of  tbe  county  of  Hancock, 
to  wit:  Julian  A.  West,  B.  F.  Riley,  Thomas  L.  Reese,  John  W.  Roberts,  D.  P.  Fer- 
f:nMm,  R.  B.  Baxter,  Thomas  R.  Lamar,  John  T.  Pinkston,  £.  B.  Culver,  C.  R.  Jen- 
kins, A.  E.  Brown,  Merideth  W.  Berry,  R.  M.  Hill,  and  Yancey  Parnell,  said  testimony 
to  be  used  by  me  in  your  contest  against  me  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth 
CoDj^ss  from  the  Tenth  Congreassional  district  of  Georgia. 

This  examination  is  to  be  in  addition  to  and  not  to  supersede  those  of  which  you 
hsTe  already  received  notice  to  take  place  in  the  counties  of  Richmond,  Wilkinson,, 
and  Jefferson  or  elsewhere  of  which  you  have  had  due  notice. 
This  30th  day  of  January,  1896. 

J.  C.  C.  Black, 
By  J.  B.  CuMMiNG, 
J.  R.  Lamar, 
C.  H.  COIIRN, 

BoYKiN  Wright, 

His  Attorneys, 
I  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Boykin  Weight,  who  on  oath  says  that  on  the  30th 
dsT  of  January,  1896,  he  served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  B.  M.  Gross,  esq., 
attorney  at  law  of  Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson,  representing  him  in  said  contestea 
election. 

This  tbe  30th  day  of  January,  1896. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  day  of  January,  1896. 

F.  £.  Obenauf, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Georgia, 

Evidence  from  Hancock  County,  at  court-house  at  Sparta,  in  said  county  and  State, 

February  10,  1896. 

Appearances  for  contestant,  John  T.  West.  Appearances  for  contestee,  F.  L. 
iJtUe  and  R.  H.  Lewis. 

Contestant's  counsel  oblects  to  having  the  testimony  in  this  case  of  contest  taken 
before  W.  £.  Wiley,  who  is  a  notary  public  and  ex  officio  justice  of  the  peace  and  not 
s  eommereial  notary,  the  law  contemplating  the  taking  of  testimony  in  such  case 
before  a  oommeroial  notary. 
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JULIEN  WEST,  Bworn  for  the  coDtestee: 

Q.  What  is  your  namef — A.  Julien  West. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  f— A.  Hancock  County,  State  of  Georgia.  I  am  a  Demo- 
crat. I  was  one  of  the  registrars  for  Hancock  County.  The  others  are  fi.  F.  Riley 
and  Yancy  Pamell.  Mr.  Riley  helonffs  to  the  Democratic  party  and  Mr.  Pamell  to 
the  Third  party.  I  went  about  my  duties  and  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Iniard 
and  had  all  the  books  that  we  were  entitled  to.  My  recollection  is  that  we  pat 
them  down  as  voters. 

Q.  Mr.  West,  was  there  any  different  rule  prescribed  by  the  registrars  and  enforced 
against  the  voter  which  made  any  distinction  on  account  of  race  or  color  or  political 
opinion f — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  There  was  no  discrimination  made  at  all  in  reference  to  the  politics  of  the  party 
inspected? — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Was  there  any  Populist  stricken  from  the  list  of  voters  on  anv  ground  aud 
Democrats  let  on  the  list  of  voters  who  were  subject  to  the  same  objection  ?— A.  Non« 
At  .ill.  There  were  Democrats  and  Populists  stricken  off"  of  the  list  of  voters,  and 
don't  know  whether  any  Republicans  were  or  not. 

Q.  Were  there  not  both  white  and  black  Democrats  stricken  from  the  list  by  the 
registrars? — A.  There  were. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  where  most  of  the  colored  voters  were  stricken  from  the  list — in 
-what  district  f — A.  I  bt'lieve  Sparta  wuk  divided  iut.o  two  districts,  102, 114«  113.  and 
101.  The  people  in  those  districts  had  to  vote  in  Sparta.  The  people  in  the  106  and 
107  districts  had  to  vote  here  in  S])arta.  The  returns  always  Mhowed  that  the  largestt 
w^as  Democrats.  1  hn  ve  been  present  in  the  elections  at  Sparta  in  about  1892  or  18^3. 
The  negroes  generally  voted  at  Sparta  precinct  aud  went  one  way.  The  returns 
showed  that  they  were  for  the  Democratic  ticket. 

(The  contestant's  counsel  objects  to  the  witness  giving  his  recollection  as  what  the 
vote  of  the  county  was,  the  best  evidence  being  the  record  in  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  State,  in  Atlanta. ) 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  result  of  the  registration  law  as  enforced  in  this 
county  at  the  last  election?  Di<l  it,  in  your  opinion,  increase  Mr.  Black's  majority 
or  decrease  it? — A.  From  the  records  of  the  elections  heretofore  I  think  that  the 
Democratic  party  lost  votes  by  the  enforcement  of  this  law. 

(The  contestant's  counsel  objects  to  the  last  question,  as  the  evidence  being  a  mat- 
ter of  opinion.) 

We  took  the  registration  books  as  furnished  us  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  tax  collector. 
Mr.  Pamell  would  call  the  man's  name  over  that  was  registered ;  Mr.  Riley  would 
.see  whether  Mr.  Brown  had  transferred  him  to  the  proper  books,  and  see  that  the 
name  was  correct  and  age.  1  took  charge  of  the  defaulters'  list  furnished  by  the  tax 
•collector,  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  aud  the  ordinary.  When  Mr.  Pamell  called 
the  name  that  was  registered,  Mr.  Riley  saw  that  it  was  properly  transferred  to  his 
books.  If  I  found  him  to  be  a  defaulter  I  so  reported  to  the  other  registrars,  and  he 
was  summoned  as  a  suspect  for  the  year  or  years  for  which  he  was  found.  We  took 
it  np  by  district,  and  went  through  the  oonnty.  We  might  find  a  hundred  susj^ects 
that  day;  we  issued  the  subpcvnas  for  those  suspects,  designating  the  day  for  them 
to  appear  before  us.  Those  subpcrnas  were  served  three  or  four  days  before  the  day 
•of  hearing. 

Q.  Was  any  objection  made  or  question  as  to  legality  of  your  action  made  by  any 
one  at  the  time  this  action  was  taken  by  the  registrars? — A.  I  henrd  none. 

Q.  What  evidence  did  you  have  that  these  parties  were  not  summoned? — A.  Our 
bailiff  reported  back  every  night  that  he  had  served  thesubpcpnas  that  had  been  put 
in  his  hands.  We  had  the  additional  evidence  that  came  from  their  appearance,  and 
nearly  all  of  them  appeared. 

Q.  'who  was  your  bailiff? — A.  C.  R.  Jenkins ;  we  hod  no  other  bailiff  He  rei>orte<l 
back  to  US  every  night  and  reported  the  subpcenas  served;  then  we  tnmed  over  t<> 
him  all  the  subpcpuas  that  we  had  ispued  for  that  day^  and  he  rep«rte^,  generally, 
every  night.  A  few  subpoenas  the  bailiff'  reported  back  that  he  could  not  find  tie 
parties. 

Q.  Mr.  West,  did  anyone  make  any  request  of  the  registrars  for  a  po6txK>nement  of 
the  hearing  of  their  case? — A.  1  think  they  did. 

Q.  Were  they  Democrats  or  were  they  Populists? — A.  They  were  Populists. 

Q.  Was  their  request  granted  to  them? — A.  It  was. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  One  of  the  gentlemen  was  named  Ivy ;  lived  about  Powel- 
ton;  a  white  man. 

Q.  Did  he  then  return? — A.  We  granted  him  from  Tuesday  until  Saturday  to  get 
his  testimony. 

Q.  Did  he  then  return? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  who  the  other  one  was? — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  name. 

Q.  Did  he  return? — A.  No,  sir;  that  was  before  we  ever  made  any  decisions  of  the 
•case,  and  we  granted  them  when  heard. 
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Q.  Was  there  anyone  who  after  that  time  req  nested  any  continnanoe  or  postpone- 
ment  of  hie  hearing  that  was  refused  by  the  registrars? — A.  None  was  made. 

Q.  Do  yon  recolfoct  anybody  making  a  request  to  make  a  statement  for  anybody ; 
do  yoQ  recollect  Mr.  Waller  making  any  request  of  that  kind? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^.  Was  Mr.  Waller  allowed  to  make  a  statement  or  notf — ^A.  He  was. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  what  that  party  said  in  behalf  of  whom  you  made  your  state- 
ment f— A.  I  think  I  do  remember  what  decision  was  made  on  the  case.  I  think  it 
was  a  question  of  age.    Mr.  Waller  swore  to  his  age. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  that  one  matter,  do  you  recollect  ever  having  allowed 
after  you  rendered  your  decision  in  verbal  testimony  in  behalf  of  any  other  request? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  of  there  being  any  question  presented  before  the  board  of 
registrars  as  to  whether  men  would  be  allowed  to  vote  who  had  failed  to  return  all 
their  property  or  had  returned  a  part  of  itf — A.  We  had  such  cases  as  that  reported 
tons. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  what  was  done  by  the  registrars  in  these  cases? — A.  My  recoU 
lection,  we  had  these  cases ;  not  knowing  the  parties — ^never  having  seen  them — to  my 
be»t  recollection  we  put  them  down  as  voters. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  their  names  ?~A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  Adolphus  Latimer? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  was  <lone  with  him? — A.  I  think  he  was  one  of  the  parties. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Alfred  T.  Steel? — A.  To  my  best  recollection,  he  was  the 
other  fellow.  I  will  say  we  were  several  days  in  deciding  that  matter ;  we  had  it 
under  consideration  a  good  while. 

Q.  The  jndffment  you  rendered  as  registrars  was  reached,  was  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  the  rule  you  laid  down  that  where  the  party  suspected  had  evidence  to 
present  to  show  his  age  or  freedom  from  taxation,  was  he  allowed  to  present  it?-— 
A  Certainly. 

Q.  Did  anybody  make  any  application  to  you  for  subpoBuas  to  prove  their  a^e  or 
freedom  from  taxation  ?  —A.  No,  sir.  I  will  say,  then,  beiore  we  rendered  the  decision 
there  was  one  man,  a  white  man  by  the  name  of  Johnson,  who  said  that  he  could 
show  tiiat  he  was  not  21  years  of  age. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  what  was  done  with  him? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  What  was  it? — ^A.  He  said  that  he  could  prove  it  by  the  tax  receiver,  Mr.  Col- 
lins.   We  told  him  to  come  down  and  bring  Mr.  Collins. 

Q.  Did  he  bring  Mr.  Collins? — ^A.  No,  sir:  he  went  out  and  stayed  about  an  hour 
and  a  half,  and  came  back  without  Mr.  Collins. 

(^.  Was  the  ruling  of  the  registrars  signed  up  after  3  o^clook? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  the  names  of  these  parties  afi'ect  the  purpose  of  your  ruling,  to  wit, 
that  oral  testimony  was  inadmissible  to  impeach  sworn  records  of  the  county? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  not  any  other  ruling  have  permitted  any  man  to  have  put  his  statement 
against  the  sworn  records  of  the  county  ? — A.  It  would,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  persons*  names  were  stricken  from  this  ruling,  as  near  as  you  can 
eome  at  it?— A.  Three  or  four  hundred. 

Q.  Do  not  the  records  of  the  county  show  all  these  parties  to  have  been  defaulters 
whose  names  were  stricken  ? — A.  It  did,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  man's  name  stricken  who  was  not  shown  to  be  defaulted  by  the  rec- 
ord f— A.  It  was  not. 

Q.  How  many  questions  arose  before  the  board  on  which  you  were  called  upon  to 
east  the  deciding  vote? — A.  Only  one  that  I  can  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  what  that  question  was? — ^A.  When  a  receipt  signed  by  a  bail- 
iff and  not  signed  by  a  tax  collector. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  how  many  people  were  affected  by  that  decision? — A.  I  do  not 
remember  the  exact  number,  there  was  only  a  few  of  them. 

Q.  Where  was  your  examination  conducted? — ^A.  It  was  conducted  in  the  court 
KKrai,  publicly. 

Q.  Was  there  any  distinction  made  by  the  registrars  or  any  rule  laid  down  by  them 
<hffering  as  to  the  oath  or  testimony  of  the  colored  voters  or  white  voters  or  of  the 
colored  witnesses  or  white  witnesses? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  any  distinction? — A.  None  at  all. 

^.  Did  you  have  any  rule  held  that  the  oath  of  the  neffroes  or  that  of  the  white 
nan  was  sufficient  to  established  the  voter's  right  to  vote  7 — ^A.  We  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  secret  session  after  hearing  evidence? — A.  We  did  not. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  up  your  judgment  in  secret  or  was  it  done  in  public? — A.  It  was 
<lone  in  public. 

Q.  Diet  yon  go  into  secret  session  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 

,  Q.  Did  you  not  sign  the  voters'  list  unhesitatingly  as  made  up  because  yon  be- 
litTed  it  to  be  the  result  of  an  impartial  investigation  by  the  registrar? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  you  wish  to  testify  about,  Mr.  West?    How  long  did  yoa 
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stay  when  yon  held  yonr  session  f — A.  The^  were  sammoned  to  appear  here  at  aboni 
10  o'clooky  and  npon  their  arrival  we  examine<i  them  immediately. 

Q.  What  time  did  yoa  acyoum  in  the  evening  f —A.  About  3  or  4  o'clock  we  retired 
to  our  room  to  proceed  with  our  work  as  registrars. 

Q.  What  was  that  workf — A.  To  find  the  legal  voters. 

Q.  What  work  was  done  at  night;  was  it  not  getting  information  npon  the  sub- 
poenas tiiat  were  issued f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  you  did  was  simply  to  find  out  what  the  records  showed,  in  order  to  notify 
TOtersf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  No  Judgment  was  rendered  on  that  inclination  only  in  summonsing  the  votersf — 
A.  That's  all. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  anything  about  the  case  of  Scott  Mappf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  was  a  Democrat  or  a  Populist  f^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  or  not  he  lived  in  Green  or  Hancock  County  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Mr.  West,  was  not  there  a  proposition  made  to  you  and  the  board  of  regietrars 
by  Mr.  Gborge  Brown  that  refers  to  havine  certain  subposnas,  and  the  judgment  ren- 
dered on  that  proposition  by  the  board  f— A.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Brown,  after  we  com- 
menced the  investigation,  arose  and  stated  that  he  represented  the  Populist  party 
and  that  they  had  not  time  to  have  their  witnesses  subpcenaed  before  us,  etc. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  who  he  asked  to  be  subpcsnaed;  any  particular  person  at 
allY — A.  No,  sir;  bat  he  asked  to  be  recognized  as  a  r^resentative  of  that  party. 

Q.  Mr.  West,  was  not  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  tlie  request  was  simply  to 
delay  the  investigation  in  order  to  prevent  the  striking  of  the  legal  voten  from  the 
list? — A.  That  was  our  impression. 

Q.  Did  anyone  else  besides  Mr.  Brown  make  a  request  to  be  heard  f — A.  They  did. 

Q.  Who  was  that  other  person  f — ^A.  Mr.  B.  H.  Lewis  and  T.  M.  Hunt. 
'  Q.  In  what  capacity  did  they  ask  to  be  heard Y — A.  To  represent  the  Democratie 
party. 

Q.  What  was  the  determination  in  regard  to  their  request? — A.  We  declined  it 
and  refused  to  permit  anyone  to  represent  either  side. 

Q.  Was  that  or  not  because  yon  felt  that  you  were  acting  in  a  Judicial  capacity 
and  had  no  right  to  represent  anv  special  interest  or  special  party  ? — A.  It  was;  and 
on  the  other  hand,  we  did  not  think  the  demand  was  made  in  time. 

Q.  Mr.  West,  would  it  have  been  possible  for  the  registrars  to  have  completed  their 
labors  if  yon  had  allowed  counsel  to  speak  for  various  witnesses  to  be  sworn  before 
youf — ^A.  We  could  not;  in  other  worcls,  it  took  our  time  night  and  day  to  complete 
the  registration  list  before  the  election. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  by  that,  to  say  that  it  took  all  your  time  until  11  or  12  o'clock  at 
night? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  upon  an  average  from  1  to  2  o'clock  every  night. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  Mr.  West,  you  were  furnished,  as  I  understand  yon  to  state,  by  the  tax  coUeetor 
with  a  list  of  persons  who  had  registered  on  his  books  kept  for  that  purpose;  you 
were  also  furnished  with  a  list  of  disqualified  persons  prepared  by  the  ordinary,  tax 
collector,  and  clerk,  and  it  was  from  that  list  that  you  got  your  data,  from  which  to 
see  who  had  registered?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  names  that  appeared  on  that  disqualified  list  aa  furnished 
by  the  ordinary  and  tax  collector? — A.  As  I  stated,  there  were  two  persons  that  had 
been  reported  to  the  registrars  as  having  property  that  they  had  never  paid  taxes  od. 

Q.  They  did  not  appear  then  on  the  list,  as  furnished,  of  disqualified  persons  t — A. 
We  found  those  parties  as  defaulters  for  one  or  two  years  and  it  may  have  occurred 
in  this  way;  we  may  have  found  them  defaulters  for  poll  tax  and  our  attention  was 
drawn  further  on  to  the  fact  that  they  had  property,  and  parties  came  in  before  us 
that  were  willing  to  swear  that  they  did  have  property. 

Q.  Now,  as  I  understand  you  to  sa^  that  you  was  not  positive  that  the  books 
showed  them  as  defaulters? — A.  No,  sir;  that  is  my  best  recollection. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  they  had  paid  the  taxes  on  a  part  of  their  prop- 
erty for  certain  years,  but  had  failed  to  give  it  in  for  certain  other  years,  these  parties 
being  subject  to  taxes  which  might  have  been  assessed  against  them,  is  it  not  likely 
in  view  of  the  fact  you  did  not  find  their  names  on  the  list  of  disqnsJified  persons — 
but  was  not  that  this  information  was  brought  to  your  attention  by  outaide  par- 
ties?— ^A.  Well,  as  I  stated  Just  now,  I  think  to  my  best  recollection  that  we  found 
those  parties  to  be  defaulters  of  poll  taxes,  as  you  may  see  these  parties  came  before 
us  as  defaulters  from  the  records  and  were  unable  to  show  that  they  had  paid  their 
taxes.  Suppose  we  had  found  the  tax  receipts  that  had  a  credit  of  50  cents  or  II 
entered  on  it  and  did  not  have  an  entry  in  full  settlement,  and  there  was  a  balance 
due  on  it  we  did  not  consider  it  a  settlement  In  full  because  we  did  not  know  and 
oonld  not  find  from  the  record  that  the  county  received  the  money.  My  recoUection 
is  this,  about  those  two  cases,  we  found  some  evidence  against  them. 

Q.  But  I  was  speaking  of  the  general  idea  that  you  hM  upon  your  tax  returns,  this 
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Question  brought  np  against  these  two  parties  that  they  had  property  which  they 
&Ued  to  retarn  for  taxes? — A.  To  my  best  reooUection  we  had  those  two  parties 
before  us  for  several  days  before  we  finally  disposed  of  them.  Outside  of  those  two 
special  cases  we  did  not  investigate  anything  else  on  that  line.  I  think  I  am  positive 
SB  far  as  those  two  voters  are  oonoemed,  but  they  were  the  only  two  that  came  under 
that  head  (the  head  of  parties  who  had  been  charged  with  being  delinquents  beoanso 
they  had  failed  to  return  for  taxation  property  which  they  really  owned). 

<^.  Yon  speak  of  having  served  suspects  with  subpoBua  to  appear  before  you  as 
registrars,  did  your  sabposna  state  the  years  for  which  they  were  in  default  f — A.  They 
did  not. 

Q.  Then  a  man  wonld  not  be  put  on  notice  before  he  came  before  your  court  as  to 
what  year  ft>om  1878  until  1894  that  he  was  charged  with  being  a  defaulter? — A.  The 
Mibpcena  showed  that  we  found  no  defaulters  that  the  records  did  not  show  us;  I  do 
not  remembftr  exactly  about  that. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  the  year  on  which  the  suspected  person  was  charged  with 
being  a  defanlterf — A.  In  the  first  place  we  had  the  defaulters'  book  made  out  by  the 
tax  eoUector,  Mr.  Pomell  called  the  names  from  the  list  furnished  by  the  tax  col- 
lector, the  ordinary,  and  the  clerk.    In  most  cases  we  had  the  tax  fi.  fas.  before  us. 
This  is  true,  Mr.  C.  R.  Jenkins  was  our  constable,  we  did  not  instruct  him  to  serve 
the  suspects  personally  or  at  their  residence,  the  act  of  registration  did  designate 
how  tbe^  sboold  be  served,  and  we  read  him  that  act. 
Q.  Is  It  not  a  fact  that  a  great  many  served  failed  to  appear? — A.  No,  sir. 
(^.  Did  not  something  like  a  half  of  them  fail  to  appear? — A.  No,  sir. 
Vj.  What  is  yonr  best  judgment  as  to  the  number  who  did  appear^— or,  I  mean,  who 
did  not  appear? — A.  About  one-tenth. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  time,  or  do  you  remember  if  your  attention  was  called 
to  them? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  F.  C.  Fnlton,  for  instance? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Wonld  you  remember  Harvey? — A.  No,  sir. 

V.  Yon  really  do  not  propose  to  remember  what  really  was  the  number  that  did 
not  appear? — A.  I  really  know  that  I  do  not  remember;  but  we  had  a  list  of  them 
that  were  to  appear.  Those  who  did  appear  had  their  rights  passed  on,  and  those 
who  did  not  appear  after  being  legally  summoned  was  treated  as  defaulters. 

Q.  Did  they  ask  you  for  what  years  they  were  charged  with  being  defaulters? — A. 
No.  sir;  although  some  of  them  may  have  asked  me  personally;  but  my  reply  was 
that  they  would  have  to  appear  before  the  registrars.  I  told  them  if  they  could  not 
produce  their  receipts  it  wonld  be  useless  to  appear. 

(^.  Mr.  West,  you  stated  that  you  made  no  ruling  which  affected  a  person  of  one 
Qolor  that  did  not  affect  a  person  of  another,  or  which  affected  a  person  of  one  polit- 
ical party  which  did  not  affect  a  person  of  another  political  party  under  the  same 
fact.  May  it  not  be  true  that  the  rulings  which  yon  promulgated  operated  more 
heavily  upon  the  Populist  party  than  upon  the  Democratic  party? 

I  The  question  is  objected  to  by  the  counsel  of  con  testes  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a 
mere  matter  of  the  opinion  of  the  witness,  and  additionally  on  the  ground  that  the 
opinion  itself,  being  in  writing,  is  the  best  evidence  of  what  it  was  and  what  was  its 
effect.) 

A.  I  will  state  that  I  know  that  the  registration  was  not  a  party  consideration,  and 
if  there  was  anyone  hurt  it  was  not  our  intention;  we  meant  to  give  justice  to  all 
ptrties.  When  I  was  a  registrar  I  did  not  know  one  party  from  the  other.  Yes,  sir; 
be  (Mr.  Brown)  requested  that  Mr.  Alf  Brown,  the  tax  collector,  the  tax  receiver, 
and  the  old  tax  collector  be  brought  before  our  committee,  and  he  claimed  that  he 
ccnld  prove  by  them  that  five  or  six  of  the  suspects  cited  were  not  defaulters.  We 
gave  Mr.  Ivy  permission  to  go  home  and  get  his  evidence  before  that  request  was 
ooade,  and  I  think  he  was  the  firbt  party  we  investigated.  Mr.  Ivy  did  not  live  in  the 
Fint  district,  but  suppose  we  subpopua  three  or  four  districts  to  come  on  the  same 
day,  and  Mr.  Ivy  being  the  only  white  man,  we  waited  on  him  first.  Mr.  Ivy  said 
that  he  had  been  off,  and  would  have  to  go  home  and  get  his  papers  before  he  could 
prove  that  he  was  not  a  defaulter,  and  we  gave  him  that  privilege. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Ivy  lived  in  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  district,  it  must  have  been  sev- 
wal  days  after  yon  commenced  yonr  labors  before  he  could  have  been  fonnd  as  a  sus- 
pect, and  must  you  not  be  mistaken  when  yon  said  that  he  came  to  von  before  yon 
acted  upon  any  cases? — ^A.  1  may  be,  but  I  do  not  think  that  I  am.  \Vc  declined  to 
iarae  the  snbpodnas  suggested  by  Mr.  Brown ;  we  had  the  records  before  us,  and  we 
tboQg^ht  that  was  high  authority.  I  think  we  granted  every  request  that  was  made 
to  he  heard.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was  possible  that  the  names  could  have  got  on  the 
Wks  in  two  different  places. 

Q.  If  any  negro's  name  appeared  on  that  tax  book  in  two  places  wonld  there  haTe 
Wn  an  execntion  issued  against  him? — A.  It  is  true  if  a  man's  name  appeared  twice 
OB  the  tax  receiver's  digest  and  he  paid  his  tax  in  one  place  a  tax  fi.  fa.  might  have 
iMen  issued  against  him.    To  illustrate,  Las  Palmer  met  me  on  the  street  and  asked 
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me  abont  making  a  return  under  the  summons  served  on  him  as  a  suspect;  I  would 
not  talk  to  him  on  the  street;  his  tax  had  been  returned  by  Mr.  James  A.  Pidmer— 
he  had  returned  tax  himself;  he  claimed  to  have  paid  his  tax  and  lost  his  tax  receipt: 
I  would  not  talk  to  him  abont  it,  but  told  him  to  appear  before  the  board;  he  dia 
not  appear;  his  name  was  stricken;  he  was  a  Democrat.  If  this  man's  name  had 
appeared  twice  on  the  tax  books  he  would  have  been  cited,  even  though  he  paid  his 
tax.  We  struck  his  name  from  the  li^t.  Thia  negro  was  a  Democrat  from  principle, 
and  owned  property  to  the  extent  of  abont  $250.  If  Mr.  Palmer  gave  in  this  man's 
name  to  the  tax  receiver,  and  he  gave  in  his  name  also  on  payment  of  his  tax  he 
would  have  appeared  as  a  tax  defaulter  after  paying  one  tax  assessment.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  have  heard  that  the  landowner  sometimes  gave  in  the  taxes  of  their  tenant; 
I  never  do  so  except  especially  requested  by  them.  If  my  tenants  especially  requesi 
me  to  do  so  I  ^ive  in  their  tax.  If  the  tax  receiver  asks  me  how  many  hands  I  have 
employed  I  give  in  the  number  from  the  ages  of  16  to  60  years.  My  understanding 
was  that  the  law  required  every  man  to  give  in  his  tax  in  person.  It  may  be  true 
the  receiver  gets  a  great  many  names  from  the  landlord,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  If  Las  Palmer  had  paid  his  tax  and  his  name  still  appeared  as  a  defaulter  by 
reason  of  its  having  been  given  in  twice,  would  not  the  assistance  of  a  tax  receiver 
and  the  tax  collector  have  been  a  great  service  to  him,  and  also  to  the  registrars  in 
aacertainiiig  the  truth  as  to  whether  or  not  he  had  been  marked  as  a  tax  defaulter, 
although  he  had  paid  his  taxf — A.  I  do  not  know;  my  opinion  is  that  the  man  who 

gave  in  the  tax  was  the  best  witness  to  that  fact:  if  he  had  appeared  we  would  have 
card  him.    Notwithstanding  our  ruling,  we  allowed  every  man  who  requested  of 
us  a  hearing ;  we  granted  almost  any  request  that  was  presented  to  us. 

Q.  Was  there  any  man  who  made  any  such  request  of  youf — A.  No;  when  he  got 
his  subpcena  he  ought  to  have  come  beibro  us  if  ne  had  any  request  to  make  before 
the  day  of  the  trial.  We  did  promulgate  the  ruling  set  out  in  the  evidence,  which 
ruling  is  in  writing  and  speaks  for  i&elf.  After  a  very  few  names  had  been  acted 
upon  we  promulgated  our  ruling,  we  adhered  to  it  in  everv  particular,  except  in  one 
case  where  we  had  agreed  to  let  Mr.  John  W.  Waller  niaKe  a  statement  for  one  of 
his  tenants  who  was  found  a  defaulter.  We  accepted  his  statement  and  put  the  man 
down  as  a  voter.  We  agreed  to  give  him  this  hearing  before  we  made  the  ruling. 
The  law  regulates  the  matter.  I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Parnell  or  Mr.  Riley  would 
have  done.  We  would  have  given  any  man  a  hearing  in  my  opinion.  I  think  I  was 
here  at  the  Congressional  election  iu  1892.  I  was  not  here  in  the  election  of  1895.  I 
was  here  at  the  State  election  in  1892.  I  do  not  think  I  was  present  at  Sparta  in  any 
election  between  Watson  and  Black.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  how  the 
negroes  voted  at  Sparta  in  these  elections. 

Q.  Mr.  West,  don't  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  negroes  of  the  county,  as  a 
rule,  preferred  to  vote  for  Mr.  Watson  rather  than  for  Major  Black  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  how  do  the  negroes  stand  in  your  community, 
and  how  did  they  stand  in  other  parts  of  the  county  f  Do  you  believe  that  the  majority 
of  the  negroes  of  this  county  prefer  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  against  the  Popu- 
list f — ^A.  The  iirst  question  you  asked  was  in  regard  to  my  community.  It  has  given 
since  1892  an  overwhelming  Democratic  majority.  1  don't  think  there  was  ever  but 
7  Populist  votes  polled  at  my  precinct. 

Q.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  and  general  information  you  have  on  that  subject,  don't 
yon  believe  the  negroes  would  rather  vote  the  Populist  ticket  than  the  Democratic 
ticket! — A.  You  have  got  to  wait  until  the  day  of  election  to  tell.  Prior  to  1892  there 
had  been  some  little  division  among  the  white  voters  of  Hancock  County,  I  think. 

Q.  Were  not  most  of  the  matters  of  difference  settled  in  Democratic  primaries  f — 
A.  I  think  the  Democratic  party  have  always  gone  forward  and  nominated  their 
candidates  and  the  Republican  party  nominated  its  candidates. 

Q.  What  is  the  relative  strength  of  the  white  and  negro  vote  of  Hancock  County; 
are  not  the  negroes  in  the  majority f — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  colored  people  have  a  very 
considerable  majority  in  Hancock  County. 

Q.  Have  the  Republicans  cut  any  figure  in  elections  in  Hancock  County  in  the 
last  ten  years  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  a  mighty  small  vote,  was  it  notf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  known  the  Repub- 
licans to  get  out  candidates  and  when  the  day  of  election  came  they  did  not  t-ake 
any  stock  in  it. 

Q.  Well,  was  it  not  rather  dangerous  for  them  to  do  sof — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir; 
I  can  not  say  whether  the  tax  receipts  presented  to  me  is  a  tax  receipt  shown  me  by 
Scott  Mapp  as  a  registrar  or  not,  though  he  may  have  produced  that  receipt  before 
the  registrars ;  but  if  we  had  no  other  evidence  but  that  receipt  we  would  have  put 
him  down  as  a  voter;  but  on  examination  of  that  receipt  we  could  not  do  so.  If 
that  receipt  was  for  1888,  it  was  all  right. 

(Counsel  for  oontestee  claiming  that  the  receipt  presented  was  a  forgery,  the  said 
receipt  being  hereto  attached  as  an  exhibit,  the  said  receipt  being  printed  as  of  the 
vear  1886  and  an  alteration  being  made  for  the  year  1888  in  ink,  a  copy  of  said  reoeipt 
being  bereto  attached.) 
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Reckipt. 
Taxable  property  retamed  $ [2829. 

Opficb  of  Tax  Collector,  Greene  County,  Ga. 

R«eeived  of  Scott  Mapp  2  dollars  50  cents,  State,  county,  and  capitol  tax,  inclnd- 
inff  wild  lands,  for  the  year  1888. 
This  12  day  of  Nov.  1888. 

I H.  S.  Mapp,  T.  C. 

I  remember  Alfred  T.  Steel;  be  produced  a  receipt.  I  do  not  think  he  produced 
this  receipt;  if  he  had,  we  would  have  put  him  down  as  a  voter  unless  we  had  some 
evidence  that  he  was  a  defaulter  fur  some  other  year.  If  he  produced  this  receipt, 
and  we  h«bd  no  other  evidence,  we  would  have  put  him  down  as  a  voter.  I  recognize 
the  receipt  here  ithown  from  the  tax  collector  of  Washin^^u  County  as  a  full  receipt 
for  the  year  1894. 

Q.  It  is  not  a  fact  that  Alfred  T.  Steel  produced  receipts  for  the  years  commcD- 
ciug  with  1878  ap  to  1894,  nor  examining  said  receipts  did  we  strike  his  name  as  a 
defaulter  t — ^A.  I  have  no  personal  recollection  of  the  case  ajs^ainst  Steel,  but  when- 
ever a  man  appeared  before  us  and  requested  it  we  gave  him  a  hearing.  If  there 
was  no  charge  against  him  and  we  did  not  know  that  he  was  a  defaulter,  we  put 
him  down  as  a  voter.  I  do  not  remember  Steel's  name  but  I  do  remember  something 
sboat  what  occurred.  I  remember  that  somebody  appeared  before  us  and  we  exam- 
ined every  receipt  that  was  preseuted. 

Q.  You  did  not  look  at  it  at  all? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  look  at  it.  I  asked  him 
if  he  knew  that  the  party  had  gotten  it  out  of  the  bunch  of  receipts  that  the  party 
ha.l  and  he  said,  ''  No,  sir;  I  know  nothing  about  it.'' 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  man  who  came  before  your  board  who  asked  to  be  registered 
as  a  voter,  whose  name  had  been  stricken  by  the  registrars,  and  who  was  put  down 
by  you  as  a  voter  and  against  whom  afterwards  the  tax  receipt  was  found — a  tax 
execution  was  found  against  him  and  he  was  allowed  to  voteY — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  a 
Populist.  Yes,  sir;  when  a  person  would  hand  us  a  bunch  of  receipts  we  divided 
them  between  us  and  each  man  would  examine  so  many.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
whether  that  was  the  receipt  handed  me  or  not.  Mr.  Riley  is  an  old  gentleman. 
It  would  hardly  have  been  possible  for  Mr.  Riley  to  overlook  any,  as  we  were  all 
very  carefal  in  the  examination  of  them.  I  remember  the  case  of  Asa  Logue.  I 
think  he  was  a  tax  defaulter.  I  remember  that  Mr.  George  Brown  asked  to  have 
the  tax  collector,  Mr.  Alf  Brown,  subpoenaed  and  we  declined  it.  We  received  some 
information  from  Augusta  in  regard  to  the  registration  law,  but  I  took  no  particu- 
lar notice  of  it,  as  I  thought  I  was  the  man  to  exercise  my  opinion  of  it,  and  1  threw 
it  away  and  did  not  show  it  to  any  one  of  the  registrars^  We  had  certificates  from 
officials  in  Washington  County  stating  that  Steel  was  a  defaulter  for  several  years ; 
this  statement  was  mailed  to  us  by  them  and  sworn  to  by  proper  officials.  To  my 
best  recollection  I  stated  that  there  was  about  tweuty-five  or  thirty  who  appeared 
before  us,  and  who  did  not  have  receipts;  we  tried  them  as  defaulters,  and  they  were 
•0  treated. 

Q.  Was  not  there  several  hundred  of  them  that  appeared  before  you  allf — A.  I  do 
not  think  so. 

(^.  You  struck  about  four  hundred  names,  did  you  not? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  You  had  some  &y^  or  six  hundred  subpoenaed  to  appear  before  yon  and  show  why 
their  names  should  not  be  stricken  t — A.  Maybe  five  hundred.  I  have  had  no  con- 
Dection  with  the  management  of  the  political  campaigns  in  Hancock  County  in  the 
yean  1892,  1894,  or  1895. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  inward  workings  of  the  parties' management f — 
A.  No;  I  know  nothing  of  the  internal  management  of  the  parties'  campaign.  I  did 
not  see  any  whisky  used  at  this  election.  I  do  not  know  where  they  got  it — their 
liqnor — ^at  this  election.    I  do  not  know  that  any  money  was  sent  here  from  Augusta. 

Q.  Mr.  West,  do  you  not  know  that  there  was  considerable  feeling  against  Mr. 
Watson  among  the  white  people,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  made  the  negro  a  factor 
in  politics? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  there  was.  I  do  not  know  of  my  knowledge;  I 
just  think  so. 

Q.  Was  not  one  of  the  complaints  made  against  the  Populists  that  they  were 
toadying  to  the  colored  vote? — A.  I  think  the  Democrats  worked  just  as  hard  for 
the  colored  vote  as  did  the  Populists. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  a  personal  difficulty  here  over  politics? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  that 
difficulty  I  was  shot  by  Dr.  Gilmore. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  here  objects  to  investigation  of  any  personal  difficulties 
between  Dr.  Gilmore  and  the  witness  as  being  calculated  to  distract  the  attention 
from  the  real  issues  between  Black  aud  Watson,  and  as  being  irrelevant.) 
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That  diffionlty  ooourred  in  the  town  of  Sparta  in  1892,  in  December.  The  immediate 
cause  of  that  difficulty  was  not  my  prejndioe  against  Dr.  Gilmore. 

Q.  Was  not  the  only  arrest  made  in  regard  to  the  killing  of  Dr.  Gilmore  the  ar- 
rest of  hissonSy  charged  with  shootingf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that's  my  information.  I  was 
informed  they  were  arrested  for  their  own  protection.  These  were  the  only  two  I  saw 
ahooting,  except  the  father.    1  did  not  shoot  Dr.  Qilmore;  1  was  unarmed. 

Q.  What  was  the  original  trouble  between  yon  and  Dr.  Gilmore f — A.  The  original 
trouble  between  Dr.  Gilmore  and  myself  occurred  in  the  County  Alliance,  of  which  I 
was  president.  1  will  not  give  away  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  Alliance.  When  I 
Joined  the  Alliance  1  did  it  with  the  understauiliiig  that  politics  could  not  enter  into 
It.  Dr.  Gilmore  undertook  to  ent^^r  into  it.  Dr.  Qilmore  undertook  to  introduce 
into  the  Alliance  a  resolution  aflfectinir  politics.  1  overruled  it:  he  appealed  to  the 
body :  they  sustained  me.  At  the  next  session  of  the  County  Alliance  he  brought  in 
two  defunct  lodges.  I  required  them  to  pay  their  dues;  they  declined  to  do  so.  I 
then  requested  them  to  withdraw  from  the  council ;  that  caused  the  trouble  between 
myself  and  Dr.  Gilmore.  He  and  I  had  been  friends;  I  spent  a  night  at  his  house  as 
his  guest  about  a  year  before.  A  young  man  came  to  me  and  told  me  Dr.  Gilmore 
wished  to  apologize  for  his  remarks  about  me.  These  remarks  were  in  a  printed  cir- 
cular, circulated  on  the  day  before  the  electiou  in  1892,  when  I  was  a  candidate  of  the 
Democratic  party  for  the  position  of  a  representative  in  the  Georgia  legislature.  I 
had  been  nominated  and  was  elected.  My  best  recollection  is  that  he  called  me  a  damn 
drunken  puking  traitor.  He  and  I  had  been  wurni  jiersooal  friends.  When  I  got  bis 
message  that  he  wished  to  apologize  1  went  to  see  him,  when  the  result  occurred  as  1 
stated.  I  slapped  him  as  he  drew  his  pistol  ironi  his  pocket;  he  shot  me  aljont  the 
same  time.  1  did  not  mean  to  provoke  a  difficulty;  1  was  unarmed.  He  shot  at  me 
twice.  He  was  surrounded  by  his  two  sons,  and  i  s:iw  a  man  named  Kitchens,  from 
Glascock  County,  and  a  man  whose  name  was  Hcnth,from  Warrenton,  and  Carlos 
Duggan  and  James  T.  Garner,  prominent  Populists  of  Hancock  County,  right  at 
him.  The  Populists  were  crowding  around  Dr.  Giltnore.  I  understand  there  was  a 
verdict  rendered  by  the  coroner's  jury  that  ho  was  killed  accidentally  by  his  own  son 
shooting  at  ine.  Two  pistols  were  taken  from  his  body:  he  shot  twice.  Two  pistols 
were  taken  from  the  person  of  bis  son,  Retd  Gilmore,  nnd  one  from  his  other  son,  Jesse 
Gilmore.  There  were  five  pistols  taken  from  the  three.  There  was  some  twenty-five 
or  thfrtj'  pistol  shots  fired.  I  saw  no  man  shooting  except  Dr.  Gilmore  and  bis  sons 
and  those  that  were  around.  They  were  trying  to  kill  nie.  I  have  heard  that  H.8. 
Doyle  WHS  shot  at  in  Sparta  in  1892  for  circulating  the  very  snme  circular  on  the  day 
of  election  which  caused  the  trouble  between  me  and  Dr.  Gilmore.  Ve  was  a  negro, 
and  1  heard  he  was  a  preacher  and  a  Populist  politician;  of  my  own  knowledge  I 
know  nothing  about  it. 

Redirect: 

If  I  was  properly  informed,  these  boys  were  taken  charge  of  immediately  follow- 
ing the  shooting  of  Dr.  Gilmore  for  their  own  protection,  and  his  body  was  taken 
charge  of  by  someone  who  sent  tor  his  wife  and  daughters. 

Q.  Mr.  West,  is  it  not  true  thsit  there  were  a  good  many  pistols  around  there f— A. 
Yes,  sir.    There  were  represontiitives  tbere  from  Warren  and  (vlascock  County. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  think  there  were  any  fewer  PopnlistK  than  Democrats 
at  the  time  of  the  shootingf — A.  There  wore  more  Populists  than  Democrats  present. 
There  woiihl  have  been  no  probability  of  any  difficiil>y  between  me  and  Dr.  Gilmore 
if  it  bad  not  been  for  the  savage  attack  he  made  on  me  nml  my  character.  1  have 
heard  this  matter  was  investigated  by  the  grand  jury.  The  grand  jury  returned  no 
bill. 

Q.  Did  not  the  coroner's  inquest  find  that  one  of  Dr.  Gilmore's  sons  caused  his 
death? — A.  I  have  heard  so.  It's  been  my  understanding  that  during  the  last  three 
or  four  years  the  negroes  in  the  districts  around  town  have  voted  the  DeuiocratiG 
ticket. 

Q.  Mr.  West,  you  were  asked  if  a  man's  name  appeared  as  a  defanlter,  and  at 
the  same  time  he  had  the  tax  collector's  receipt,  in  such  case  would  it  not  appear 
f^om  the  tax  coUectoi^s cash  book  that  he  had  paid  his  tax? — A.  It  oert-ainly  would. 

JuUKX  Wkst. 

Recess  taken  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th ,  1896. 

fSEAL.]  W.  E.  W^ILEY, 

Xotary  PuhliCy  Acting  a«  CammUHoner. 
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February  11,  1896. 

Appearances  for  contestant^  John  T.  West.  Appearances  for  contestee,  F.  L. 
LtttLe,  and  R.  M.  Lewis,  and  T.  L.  Reese. 

(It  is  a^eed  by  coansel  of  contestant  and  contestee  that  the  takini;  down  of  the 
shorthand  part  of  the  contestee  is  to  be  conoladed  on  the  11th  and  12th  as  far  as 
Hancock  County  is  concerned^  and  in  view  of  this  agreement  counsel  for  contestant 
coDsents  that  the  stenographer  be  given  until  the  22d  to  write  out  the  notes  for  the 
witnesMS  to  sign.) 

JULIEN  WEST,  sworn  for  the  contestee: 

I  did  not  see  Dr.  Qilmore  but  with  one  pistol.  I  was  informed  that  there  were 
five  or  six  pistols  taken  off  him  and  his  two  boys. 

Q.  Mr.  West,  was  not  the  conduct  and  armed  condition  of  Dr.  Qilmore  and  his 
SODS  and  assistants  such  as  to  justify  the  presumption  that  he  came  there  with  a 
fixeil  purpose  of  causing  a  difficulty  between  you  and  him  to  your  disadvantage f— 
A.  Y'es,  sir.     I  was  unarmed. 

Q.  Mr.  West,  was  not  the  attitude  of  Dr.  Qilmore,  his  family,  and  his  assistants  on 
that  ooeasion  what  might  expected  to  have  been  the  result  of  an  anarchical  attack 
which  Mr.  Watson  conducted  in  this  county  f — A.  It  seemed  to  have  that  indication. 

Q.  The  manner  in  which  they  were  brought  into  politics  because  the  objection  of 
the  white  people  of  the  county  to  Mr.  Watson's  campaign  with  the  negroes? — A.  I 
hire  heard  that  the  character  of  his  campaign  induced  the  forced  entrance  of  a 
iie^ro  into  the  house  kept  by  a  white  lady.  I  was  election  manager  and  was  at 
FsnnerB  Academy,  Hancock  County.  Not  a  particle  of  fraud  was  iiracticed.  My 
recollection  is  that  there  were  7  votes  cast  for  him  there,  and  the  parties  walked  up 
snd  voted  those  tickets  openly.  I  brongfart  the  returns  to  Sparta  from  that  i>reclnct 
on  the  next  day.  Mr.  Parnell  brought  the  returns  from  Powelton.  Mr.  Pan i  ell  was 
s  Populist  and  one  of  the  registrars.  The  justice  of  the  peace  at  Powelton  was  a 
Populist;  the  justice  of  Qom  Hill  was  a  Populist.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  offi- 
cers in  that  district.    Mr.  Jeff  Copelan  brought  the  returus  from  that  district. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  West,  do  yon  think  these  Populist  election  holders  would  have 
broDght  in  the  returns  from  their  precincts  if  there  was  any  fraud  in  regard  to  the 
election? — A.  I  do  not,  sir.    I  know  of  no  fraud  that  was  practiced  by  election  man- 
ager in  Hancock  County  in  that  election. 
Witness  wishes  to  make  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  Dr.  Qilmore: 

I  had  been  informed  since  the  difficulty  that  Dr.  Qilmore  stopped  at  Mr.  Ytirbrough's, 
and  he  asked  Mr.  Yarbrough  to  come  to  Sparta  with  him.  Mr.  Yarbrough  is  a  Popu- 
list. Mr.  Qilmore  told  Mr.  Yarbrough  that  he  was  coming  to  Sparta  to  raise  hell 
and  that  he  wanted  him  to  Join  him.  Mr.  Yarbrough  told  him  that  he  better  go 
Wk  home  and  that  he  would  not  come  with  him.  I  have  been  further  informed 
that  Dr.  Qilmore  approached  his  counsel,  Colonel  .lordan,  to  know  whether  he  should 
come  here  or  not,  and  Colonel  Jordan  advised  him  not  to  and  told  him  that  he  could 
postpone  his  case  and  that  he  would  rather  for  him  not  to  come  here  from  the  infor- 
mation that  he  had  received,  that  Dr.  Qilmore  intended  kicking  up  a  row  when  he 
did  come. 

Cross-examination  by  counsel  for  contestant,  Johk  W.  Wkst: 

Q.  The  county  officers  of  this  county  are  Democrats f — A.  No,  sir;  not  all  of  the 
grand  jurors  were  Democrata.    The  m^ority  that  have  served  have  been  Democi  ats. 

Q.  It  has  been  charged  that  there  were  other  Populists  present  besides  Dr.  Qil- 
more and  his  sonsf — A.  Yes.  sir;  I  saw  a  man  named  Kitchens  there — he  was  said 
to  be  from  Qlascock — and  a  young  man  named  Heath;  Carlos  Duggan  and  James  T. 
Garner,  two  prominent  Populists  from  Hancock,  was  also  there.  They  wore  not 
arrested;  they  escaped. 

Q.  Is  Kitchens  in  Qlascock  nowf — A.  No,  sir;  not  as  I  know  of.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  was  ever  indicted. 

Q.  Did  you  not  hear  of  a  great  number  of  Democrats  taking  part  in  that  shooting f — 
A  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  spoke  of  Mr.  Watson's  speeches  being  anarchistic  f — A.  I  never  heard 
Mr.  Watson  msKe  a  political  speech  while  he  was  a  candidate,  but  I  have  heard  what 
he  has  said.  I  hear  that  he  said  they  were  not  getting  their  rights  and  that  he  would 
Me  to  it  that  they  should  get  them  if  they  voted  for  him ;  that  his  party  was  the  only 
party  that  would  protect  them  (the  negroes)  in  their  rights.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
eaa  recollect  of  any  other. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  connection  in  which  this  was  said  f — A.  No,  sir;  1  never  heard 
it  from  Mr.  Watson ;  I  never  heard  him  make  a  speech  after  he  joined  the  Populist 
party. 

Q.  To  what  incident  do  you  refer  when  you  say  the  negro  tried  to  force  himself 
into  the  house  of  a  white  woman  f — A.  It  was  in  1892  at  the  hotel  kept  by  Mr^.  Rob- 
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erts,  in  Sparta.  This  negro  wanted  to  come  to  the  hot<el.  I  heard  that  he  caoght 
hold  of  Mrs.  Roberts  to  shove  her  out  of  the  way.  He  went  to  Mr.  AVateon's  room ; 
he  said  that  he  wanted  to  see  his  Jesas. 

Q.  Was  this  the  only  incident  that  you  heard  of  of  the  kindf — A.  No,  sir;  I  heard 
that  they  went  by  the  Methodist  preacher's  house  and  fired  off  their  pistols.  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  fired  into  the  house  or  not.  Neither  of  these  incidents  came 
under  my  personal  observation.  I  heard  that  it  occurred  on  the  day  Mr.  Watson 
spoke  in  Sparta. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  West,  you  spoke  of  6  or  7  votes  having  been  cast  for  Mr.  Watson  down 
at  your  precinct.  Were  they  white  men  or  negroes f — A.  I  examined  no  man's  ticket 
specially ;  these  seven  men  came  up  and  presented  their  tickets ;  they  were  written 
out.  When  the  votes  were  counted,  they  were  all  found  to  be  for  Mr.  Watson;  these 
written  tickets  were  also  cast  by  negroes. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Pamell  and  Mr.  Copelan  bringing  in  returns  from  certain  pre- 
cincts. Wno  received  the  majority  of  those  votes  at  those  precincts  where  the  Popu- 
lists  were  in  controlf — A.  My  recollection  is  that  Mr.  Watson  received  the  minority 
of  the  votes. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  is  it  not  true  that  there  are  numbers  of  districts  in  the 
county  in  which  the  Populists  have  a  majority? — A.  Judging  from  the  returns,  1 
think  they  have  a  majority  at  Powelton,  Gum  Hill,  and  Linton. 

Q.  How  about  Buckheadf— A.  On  the  last  returns  Buckhead  went  for  the  Democ- 
racy. 

Q.  How  about  Shoulder  Bonef — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  You  spoke  about  rumors  of  a  certain  conversation  between  Colonel  Jordan  and 
Dr.  Gilmore  and  a  Mr.  Yarbrough.  Colonel  Jordan  is  dead,  is  he  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 
I  never  had  any  talk  with  him  myself  about  the  matter.  These  matters  were  mostly 
rumors  that  came  to  me ;  I  had  friends  to  tell  me  about  them. 

Q.  You  say  Colonel  Jordan  advised  Dr.  Gilmore  not  to  come  to  court? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
he  was  Dr.  Gilmore's  lawyer  and  he  was  Dr.  Gilmore's  kinsman.  He  said  he  could 
get  Dr.  Gilmore's  case  continued. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  278  parties  who  were  summoned  as  suspects  appeared  and 
produced  their  tax  receipts? — A.  Some  of  them  may  have  produced  their  receipts  for 
some  year  or  years. 

JuLiEN  West. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  February  17,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  ^  W.  E.  WiLKY, 

Notary  Public,  Acting  as  Commissioner. 

Here  counsel  for  contestee  offers  in  evidence  local  act  of  Georgia  legislature,  ap- 
proved December  26, 1888,  printed  on  page  307  of  the  Geor^^ia  Laws.  It  is  published 
by  authority  of  the  State,  entitled  Registration  Law  for  Hancock  County,  No.  147. 

Here  counsel  for  contestee  offers  in  evidence  the  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury  that 
Dr.  W.  R.  Gilmore  met  his  death  by  a  pistol  shot  by  the  hand  of  his  own  son. 

Here  it  is  admitted  that  the  members  of  the  coroner*s  jury  who  signed  the  verdict 
were  at  that  time  all  Democrats,  counsel  for  contestee  stating  in  his  iilace  that  there 
was  not  at  that  time  a  Populist  residing  in  the  city  of  Sparta,  where  the  killing 
occurred. 


B.  F.  RILE Yy  sworn  for  contestee,  says : 


1  am  one  of  the  registrars  of  Hancock  County. 

Q.  Was  there  any  rule  laid  down  by  the  registrars  making  any  distinction  as  to  a 
man^s  right  to  register  or  vote  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  political  opinion?— 
A.  There  was  none. 

Q.  Why  was  it  that  Alfred  T.  Steel  was  not  allowed  to  register  and  vote? — A.  He 
was  not  a  resident  of  Hancock  County;  he  never  lived  in  Hancock  County.  I  was 
at  the  Dickson  place  eight  years;  he  lived  on  that  place,  in  Washington  County, 
south  of  the  old  county-line  road.  That  road  became  impassable  for  about  a  mile; 
we  laid  out  a  new  road ;  there  was  about  100  acres  of  land  between  the  two  roads. 
The  white  people  living  on  this  land  continued  to  claim  Washington  County  for 
their  residence;  this  boy  probably  thought  he  lived  in  Hancock;  he  moved  from 
there  farther  down  into  Washington  County,  near  Wartherns. 

(Here  the  witness  drew  a  diagram  showing  the  old  road  and  the  new  road  to  illus- 
trate his  statement  that  Steel  did  not  live  in  Washington  County.) 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  Adolpbus  Latimore? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  they  found  him  to 
be  a  defaulter,  but  he  paid  up  before  we  had  the  chance  to  pass  on  his  name  and  he 
came  up  there  to  see  Mr.  Alf  Brown  and  he  produced  his  tax  receipts  and  we  put 
him  down  as  a  voter,  and  wheu  he  came  up  to  vote  he  voted  a  Democrat  ticket.  I 
attended  the  election  at  Cnlverton.  I  was  one  of  the  election  managers,  and  I 
never  saw  a  fairer  election  than  that  election.    Black  had  a  majority  there.    There 
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nerer  iraa  any  rule  laid  down  by  the  registrars  of  Hancock  County  for  any  other 
piirfKMa  than  to  fairly  perform  their  duty.  It  is  true,  Mr.  West,  that  while  I  was^ 
presiding  here  as  one  or  the  resristrars  someone  came  to  us  and  asked  me  to  touch 
these  districts  very  lightly  as  they  would  have  to  vote  in  Sparta  and  they  could  be 
Toted  the  Democratic  ticket,  as  most  of  the  people  voting  in  Sparta  had  always  voted 
that  ticket.  We  could  not  do  it:  our  oath  required  us  to  perform  our  duty,  and  we 
did  it ;  we  stmck  these  districts  narder  than  an^  other  in  the  conuty . 

Q.  Mr.  Riley,  who  were  hart  worse  by  the  action  of  the  registrars,  the  Democrats 
or  the  Populists  f — A.  Why,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Black  was  hurt  worse. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  Mr.  Riley,  did  you  notify  Alfred  T.  Steel  when  he  came  before  yon  as  a  suspect 
that  he  was  charged  with  not  being  a  resident  of  Hancock  County  f — A.  No,  sirf 
I  don't  think  we  did.  We  had  the  certificate  of  the  proper  officers  of  Washington 
County  that  he  was  a  defaulter  there.  He  produced  one  receipt,  but  not  for  that  year 
we  had  him  charged. 

Q.  Do  not  yon  recollect  that  he  prodnce<l  a  laree  bunch  of  receipts  and  claimed 
that  he  had  every  receipt  from  1877  to  1894  f — A.  rf  o,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  that. 
He  may  have  said  so;  I  don't  recollect.  I  do  not  recollect  the  fact  that  some  one 
produced  a  receipt  and  said  here  is  the  receipt  for  the  year  that  this  man  was  charged 
with  being  a  deiaulter.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  such  thing  ever  happened.  I  believed 
that  Steel  honestly  thought  he  was  living  in  Hancock  County.  I  knew  better.  At 
that  time  I  had  no  information  as  to  where  Steel  lived,  he  had  just  moved  to  that 
place  in  18^ ;  I  afterwards  investigated  the  matter  and  found  that  he  did  not  live 
m  Hancock.  1  never  was  at  Sparta  at  any  election  held  between  Watson  and  Black 
either  in  1392  or  1894.    I  do  not  know  how  the  election  was  held  at  that  precinct. 

/^Here  counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  any  question  in  regard  to  any  other  election 
except  that  of  1895,  under  which  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Black  now  claim.) 

In  1892,  18d4,  and  1895  I  attended  the  election  at  Cnlverton;  I  was  an  election 
manager  in  1895.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  was  the  manager  in  1892  and  1894  or  not ;. 
it  seems  to  me  I  was  a  manaeer  in  one  of  these  years.  I  did  not  see  the  use  of  whisky 
at  any  of  these  elections.  I  did  not  see  any  intimidation  or  violence  by  either  party.. 
I  did  not  see  the  use  of  any  money  or  know  of  it.  I  am  not  a  member  of  the  execu- 
tive Democratic  committee  of  Hancock  County.  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  work- 
ings of  the  campaign ;  I  am  too  old  to  enter  into  such  matters. 

Q.  Is  it  true  that  a  great  deal  of  feeling  was  raised  against  Mr.  Watson  because 
the  charges  that  were  circulated  against  him  that  he  was  making  the  negro  a  factor 
in  politics  in  this  county  f — A.  I  have  heard  complaints  of  that  kind  made. 

Q.  And  you  know,  sir,  that  this  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  bad  feeling  among  the 
white  Democrats? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  was  the  causes  of  complaint  against  him? — A.  No,  sir;  the 
white  feeling  of  this  county  against  Mr.  Watson  was  more  on  account  of  the  char- 
st  ter  of  the  politics  which  he  taught  than  ou  account  of  the  fact  that  he  sought  their 
support.  The  Democrats  sought  their  support  about  as  hard  as  the  Populists,  and 
they  got  it. 

Recross: 

Q.  Did  yon  overhear  Mr.  Watson  make  a  speech,  Mr.  Riley  f — A.  Once,  sir;  at  the 
factory  in  Sparta.  It  was  the  ioint  debate  in  the  canvans  of  1892.  I  did  not  hear  Mr. 
Wataon  use  any  incendiary  talk  in  that  speech ;  I  can  not  say  what  he  did  sav ;  I 
never  recall  what  is  said  in  a  political  speech  fifteen  minutes  after  I  hear  it,  but  tuere 
was  nothing  incendiary  in  that  speech.  This  was  not  at  the  most  exciting  period 
of  the  campaign;  I  did  not  hear  him  at  the  court-houftc.  I  heard  that  ne  gave 
expression  to  communistic  sentiments  at  the  court-house ;  I  did  not  hear  him,  this  waa 
hearsay. 

Q.  Bat  yon  never  heard  him  express  any  sentiments  calculated  to  inflame  the 
negroes f — A.  But  they  seemed  very  much  impassioned. 

Q.  Mr.  Riley,  you  have  not  answered  ifay  question  yet.  At  the  time  you  beard  that 
tp€»ch  it  was  at  the  time  when  politics  was  running  high ;  I  allude  to  the  time  of 
the  joint  debate  between  Black  and  Watson  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  That  is  all  I  know  per- 
sonally about  Mr.  Watson's  utterances. 

Benjamin  F.  Rilky. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  February  20,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  W.  E.  Wiley, 

Notary  Puhlio,  Acting  m  Commissioner, 
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By  consent  of  counsel,  £.  F.  Ponnd  is  sworn  in  lieu  of  J.  W.  Roberts,  named  in  the 
notice  of  witnesses  to  be  sworn. 

ED.  F.  POUND,  sworn  for  contestee,  says : 

I  was  a  manager  of  an  election  held  in  1895  between  Black  and  Watson.  I  was 
manager  at  Linton,  6a. 

Q.  Was  that  election  held  fairly  and  honestly  f— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  never  saw  a  fairer 
election  in  all  my  life  than  that  election;  it  was  conducted  openly,  publicly,  and 
honestly,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Watson's  friends. 

Cross-examination : 

J.  R.  Irby,  Jessie  Gilmore,  B.  H.  Miller,  and  8.  J.  Pyron  were  present  and  said  the 
•election  was  fair.  Some  one  of  them  may  have  been  absent  some  part  of  the  time, 
but  there  was  always  about  four  Populists  present  looking  on  what  was  being  done. 
I  was  manager  at  Linton  in  1892  and  1894  as  a  freeholder.  Last  year  1  sat  as  a 
notary  public;  there  were  no  Populists  that  were  managers.  They  hud  no  managers 
in  the  Congressional  election  in  1892  and  1894.  I  saw  no  whisky  lised  at  any  of  t£e8e 
elections.  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Democratic  party. 
I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  any  money  was  sent  up  here  at  all.  I  never  used  any 
money  at  any  of  these  elections.  If  there  was  any  used  there  I  did  not  know  it.  If 
there  had  been  any  sent  there  I  don't  think  it  would  have  been  sent  to  me.  Mr. 
Roberts  called  ont  the  names  on  the  tickets.  I  did  not  see  the  names  on  all  the 
ballots. 

Q.  Well,  how  do  you  know  that  Mr.  Roberts  did  not  called  the  name  Black  when 
the  name  of  Watson  was  really  on  the  ticket f 

(Question  objected  to  by  counsel  for  coutestee  on  the  ground  that  the  ballots  them- 
selves are  the  best  evidence  as  to  whose  names  appear  thereon,  counsel  for  contestant 
being  advised  as  to  how  to  obtain  those  ballots.) 

A.  That  is  possible,  bat  not  probable.  I  did  not  see  any  name,  but  I  thought  we 
«ou]d  get  more  cupable  and  honest  representation  on  the  board  of  election  from  the 
Democrats  than  among  the  Populists. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  to  say,  Mr.  Ponnd,  that  there  were  no  honest  men  in  the  Linton 
•district  who  belouged  to  the  Populist  party  f — A.  From  what  they  say  I  did  not  think 
they  had  a  board  capable  of  managing  the  election. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  that,  Mr.  Pound ;  but  you  stated  in  your  answer  to  Colonel  Lewis 
that  you  thought  you  could  get  more  honest  men  in  the  Democratic  party. — A.  I  had 
no  reference  to  any  of  the  personal  honest  men,  but  to  their  honesty  in  conducting 
an  election.  I  do  not  know  that  a  personally  honest  man  would  conduct  a  perfectly 
honest  election. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Pound,  I  just  want  to  get  down  to  your  idea.  Do  you  mean  to  sar 
that  there  were  no  Populists  in  Lin&n  who  would  have  condacted  the  election 
iionestly  f — A.  I  very  much  doubt  if  they  would  from  what  they  say,  that  they  just 
once  wanted  to  get  control  and  they  would  do  us  u)). 

Q.  If  you  had  put  one  Populist  on  the  board  with  you  two  Democrats  don't  yoa 
think  that  that  would  have  been  a  better  method  to  show  your  fairness  than  to 
have  taken  all  of  one  political  party f — A.  No,  sir;  1  do  not  think  so.  We  intended 
to  do  exactly  right,  aud  we  did  not  want  to  be  misunderstood  as  doing  anything 
that  was  not  right. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  think  that  the  two  Democrats  would  have  been  a  sufficient  check  f— 
A.  I  suppose  we  could  have  kept  it  straight. 

Q.  And  you  think  it  was  much  fairer  to  put  on  three  Democrats  and  allow  th« 
Populists  no  representative  f — A.  We  were  satisfied  of  that. 

Redirect : 

Q.  Mr.  Pound,  if  you  had  had  a  Populist  on  that  board  of  election  managers 
•could  his  action  have  changed  the  result  of  the  election  f — A.  It  could  not  have,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  that  anything  could  have  increased  the  Populists'  vote  at  that 
•election  f — A.  No,  sir;  there  were  four  more  prominent  mem^iers  ot  that  party  present 
and  looking  at  everything  that  was  done,  and  they  said  the  election  was  fair,  and 
it  was. 

E.  F.  PouxD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  19th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[8KAL.]  W.   E.  WlXKY, 

Notary  PuhliOj  Acting  as  CommiMtoHer. 

R.  B.  BAXTER,  sworn  for  contestee,  says: 

I  was  at  Sparta  during  the  last  Congressional  election.  It  was  conducted  per- 
fectly open  and  fair.  I  never  saw  a  fairer  election  in  my  life.  The  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  negroes  were  for  Black,  so  far  as  I  could  see. 
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Croes: 

I  di<l  not  act  an  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  during  the  last 
election.  I  was  not  chairman  during  the  campaign  at  all.  In  1892  I  was  president 
of  the  Young  Men's  Democratic  Club  of  Sparta,  in  Hancock  County,  Ga.  I  was  not 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  at  any  time  in  1892. 

Q.  Did  not  the  active  work  of  the  campaign  devolve  on  the  Young  Men*s  Demo- 
cratic Club  f — A.  1  do  not  say  that  as  chairman  of  the  Young  Men's  Democratic  Club 
of  Sparta  1  had  the  management  of  the  entire  campaign  of  the  countv.  I  never  saw 
more  than  usual  drunkenness  at  our  last  election.  I  saw  perhaps  a  half  dozen  men 
dnink,  whites  and  negroes,  Populists  and  Democrats.  I  know  of  my  personal  knowl- 
edge of  no  whisky  used  in  the  campaign.  I  never  gave  a  man  a  drink  of  whisky 
iB  luy  life  to  influence  his  vote;  I  do  not  know  what  other  people  have  done. 

Q.  Did  you  see  much  drunkenness  in  1892  and  1894  f 

(Counsel  for  rontestee  objects  to  the  question  on  the  ground  that  it  has  no  possi- 
ble bearing  on  the  election  being  now  cont-ested  between  Watson  and  Black.) 

A.  There  was  about  the  same  amount  of  drunkenness  here  in  the  national  and  State 
election,  but  not  so  much  as  in  the  county  and  town  elections. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating  of  votes  in  1892  and  in  1894  f 

(Connael  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  being  totally  irrelevant,  neither 
being  the  election  under  which  Mr.  Black  holds  his  seat  nor  under  which  Mr.  Watson 
claims.) 

A.  I  did  not  see  any  repeating  of  votes. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  custom  of  closing  up  the  elections  at  the  diuner  hours? — 
A.  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  election  at  all.  1  supposed  it  was  closed  up 
in  s  legal  manner.  They  stayed  closed  until  they  could  ^et  their  dinners.  This  was 
Dot  objected  to  by  either  party.  At  one  of  these  elections  Mr.  J.  T.  Garner  was  a 
Popnliftt  supervisor  and  present.  I  think  Mr.  John  M.  Hood  was  a  Populist  member 
of  the  election  board  at  each  election  prior  to  th%  last  election.  I  do  not  know  what 
they  did  with  the  ballot  box  when  they  went  oft*  to  dinner. 

<i.  How  much  money  was  received  from  Richmond  Couuty  at  this  last  election; 
vas  it  not  $200  or  $300?— A.  I  do  not  remember  how  much  was  sent  in  1892.  1  have 
heard  that  several  hundred  was  sent  in  1895.  It  was  sent  here  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  taxes  fur  the  Democratic  voters.  A  small  part  of  it  was  used.  I  have  heard 
that  the  balance  of  it  was  retnrne<l.  I  do  not  know  how  much  money  was  used  in 
IKiU.  It  was  not  much.  It  was  not  needed.  I  never  have  seen  anything  illegal  in 
any  of  these  elections.    I  never  knew  of  any  improper  use  of  whisky  in  electioii8. 

Redirect: 

Q.  Have  you  heard  of  any  money  sent  to  Haucock  County  by  Mr.  Watson  or  his 
friends  in  these  elections  t^  Mr.  George  R.  Brown,  of  this  county,  to  be  used  in  the 
ropuHst  campaign  of  1^5? — A.  I  heard  that  there  was;  I  do  not  know  it  as  a  fact. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  8ay  if  it  is  true  or  false. 

R.  B.  Baxter. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[seal.]  W.  E.  Wiley, 

Xotary  PuhliCf  Acting  09  Commis8ianei\ 

X.  £.  BROWN,  sworn  for  contestee,  says: 

1  hold  the  office  of  tax  collector  of  Hancock  County.  About  a  week  before  the 
bookrt  closed  an  old  man  came  int«  the  oftiee;  he  livws  in  the  western  part  of  the 
coQuty:  his  name  was  on  the  default  list;  I  refused  to  let  him  register  because  he 
waa  a  defaulter,  but  told  him  if  he  had  his  receipts  at  home  to  bring  them  and  I 
woolil  register  him.  Manor  Sanders  was  not  present  at  this  conversation,  bu  t  was  pres- 
ent aonie  days  afterwards ;  so  was  Mr.  Ja8|>er  Copelan ;  a  son  of  the  old  man,  said  to  be, 
came  into  the  office  to  see  about  registering  for  his  father.  I  refused  to  let  hiui  do  so, 
because  1  did  not  think  one  m:in  could  register  for  another.  I  told  him  to  tell  his 
father  to  come  aud  if  he  had  the  receipts  he  should  register.  I  didn't  so  understand 
the  law.  I  thought  every  man  had  to  take  the  oath  for  himself.  I  do  not  recollect 
tliat  1  told  the  boy  that  his  father  had  to  show  his  receipts  before  I  would  let  him 
rvKiitter.  Mr.  Sanders  put  in  his  mouth  and  I  told  hiui  that  if  he  would  attend  to 
lu«  bnsinees  I  would  attend  to  mine.  I  will  say  I  was  more  careful  iu  registering 
tbe  negroes  than  I  was  with  the  whites,  because  more  of  them  were  defaulters  on  the 
tax  books.  I  think  Mr.  Sanders's  idea  was  that  I  required  a  negro  to  show  his  tax 
receipt  before  I  allowed  him  to  register.  This  was  not  the  case.  I  did  not  know 
vbat  Mr.  Sanders  had  to  do  with  the  matter  was  the  reason  I  told  him  to  attend  to 
bi«  bnsinees  and  I  would  attend  to  mine. 

Q.  Did  you  allow  any  white  man  or  negro,  Democrat,  pr  Populist,  or  Republican, 
to  register  who  you  knew  to  be  a  defaulter?— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  yoa  require  any  rale  or  condition  of  any  Democrat,  white  or  black,  or 
Populist  or  Republican,  white  or  black,  which  was  not  required  of  every  other  penon 
who  appeared  to  register? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Cross-examination : 

Mr.  West,  my  books  showed  this  old  man  to  be  a  defaulter. 

Q.  Did  you  require  the  receipt  to  be  brought  to  youf — A.  I  told  him  if  he  had  his 
receipts  he  should  re^ster.  I  simply  told  the  boy  to  tell  his  father  if  he  had  the 
receipts  he  should  register.  I  thought  it  ridiculous  that  a  son  should  take  the  oath 
and  register  for  his  father. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  case  of  Alfred  T.  Steel? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  you  re<)uired  of  him,  he  coming  from  another  county,  to 
produce  all  of  his  receipts  required  of  him  by  law  since  1877  to  show  his  right  to 
YOt'C? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  know  where  Steel  lived  at  that  time.  His  tax  receipts 
was  from  Washington  Conuty. 

Q.  Was  it  not  true  that  he  had  all  the  receipts  for  the  years  covered  by  the  time 
the  law  required? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  think  it  is  troublesome  for  any  man  not 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  tax  books  to  go  over  them  and  see  exactly  how  every 
man  stands.  It  is  true  that  under  the  facts  as  developed  by  the  evidence  in  this  and 
other  contests  in  Hancock  County  that  a  negroes  name  frequently  appears  on  the  tax 
books  twice,  but  in  such  case  my  cashbook,  which  was  before  the  registrars,  would 
show  if  he  had  ever  paid  his  tax  in  either  one  of  the  two  or  more  instances. 

Q.  In  such  case  would  not  un  execution  issue  against  the  party  in  one  of  such 
oases? — A.  Yes,  sir;  while  we  were  making  out  these  lists,  the  ordinary  and  the  clerk 
and  myself,  we  had  mv  default  list  and  my  cashbook  all  the  time.  My  recollection 
is  there  were  about  700  whites  and  about  900  colored  voters  registered.  I  may  be 
wrons ;  the  ratio  may  have  been  the  other  way. 

Q.  Mr.  Brown,  is  it  not  true  that  ii^the  hurry  with  which  the  registrars  had  to  attend 
to  their  duty,  you  and  the  tax  receiver  could  have  been  of  great  assistance  to  them  in 
cases  where  the  name  of  a  voter  might  have  appeared  twice  on  the  books? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  but  I  think  the  tax  books  would  have  been  the  best  evidence.  No  cashbook 
was  turned  over  to  me  by  my  predecessor  in  office,  none  was  turned  over  to  me  by 
any  other  officials;  the  law  required  them  to  be  filed  in  the  clerk's  office,  as  I  under- 
stand it.  The  registrars  had  my  cashbook;  they  had  all  my  books  I  think  the 
renstrars  could  have  examined  the  tax  books  themselves.  With  my  assistance  I 
might  have  expedited  their  labors,  but  I  think  they  could  have  reached  a  truthful 
solution  without  my  help.  I  think  those  gentlemen,  on  examining  my  books,  could 
have  answered  all  questions  with  equal  accuracy  as  myself. 

Q.  Mr.  Brown,  do  not  you  believe  from  the  knowledge  that  you  have  of  the  tax 
books  and  of  the  default  list  and  your  cashbook,  that  there  were  men  stricken  as 
defaulters  who  could  have  shown  bv  the  book  themselves,  if  yon  had  been  called 
upon  to  show  it,  were  not  defaulters? — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir;  the  books  will  show 
it  for  themselves.  I  can  not  say  that  I  know  i<nyone  who  was  a  legal  voter  who  wa» 
put  down  as  a  defaulter.  When  it  was  fresh  in  my  mind  I  do  not  recall  anyone  who 
was  illegally  stricken  from  the  list  who  was  a  legal  voter. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Asa  League? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  it  not  been  called  to  your  attention  that  he  was  stricken  as  an  illegal  voter; 
that  he  had  paid  his  taxes? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  1  so  recollect  it  since  you  have  called  it  to 
my  attention. 

Redirect  by  R.  H.  Lewis  : 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Logne  reside,  at  sometime  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of 
1877,  outside  of  the  county  of  Hancock  and  in  the  county  of  Washington  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  paid  his  taxes  in  the  county  of  Washington  or  not 
while  he  resided  there? — A.  I  am  not  sure  whether  he  showed  me  his  receipts  from 
the  county  of  Washington  when  he  registered,  but  I  think  that  is  the  case.  I  am  not 
oertain  of  that  being  the  case,  Mr.  Lewis,  but  I  think  it  is  the  case.  I  think  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  tax  collector  of  Washington  County  to  the  registrars  in  Hancock 
County  that  he  was  a  defaulter  there  would  have  been  sufficient  authority  to  strike 
his  name. 

(Counsel  for  contestant  objected  to  the  foregoing  answer  on  the  ground  that  it 
could  be  simply  a  matter  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  witness.) 

From  my  personal  knowledge  I  can  not  know  whether  he  has  paid  his  t-ax  sines 
1877  or  not. 

A.  G.  Brown,  T.  C.  E,  C. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  19th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[seal.]  W.  E.  Wiley, 

Notary  Public^  Acting  tu  CommUaioner, 
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Here  ooasael  for  oontestee  offers  in  evidence  the  judgment  of  the  registrars  of 
Hancock  County  preTionsly  identitied  bv  Julian  West  and  B.  F.  Minor,  and  submit- 
ted to  Y.  A.  Parnell,  which  went  into  the  evidence  without  objection  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

In  response  to  the  question  propounded  to  us  we  give  it  as  our  opinion  that  the 
othcers  of  the  county,  tax  collectors,  tax  receivers,  etc. .  are  incompetent  by  oral  tes- 
timony to  interpret  their  records,  to  add  to  or  to  take  tnerefrom. 

If  preeent  they  could  not  be  heard  to  testify  olficially  orally.  The  only  grounds 
on  wtiich  we  are  authorized  to  hear  oral  testimony  are  the  a^e  of  the  party  and  the 
plK-e  of  the  residence  where  such  matters  are  at  issue,  and  it  is  then  optional  with 
the  registrars. 

The  law  does  not  intend  that  an  election  shall  be  retarded  or  prevented  by  collat- 
eral iBsues  of  this  kind.  The  registrars  in  this  matter  are  required  to  discharge 
a  doty  to  the  public  which  can  not  be  defeated  by  immaterial,  irrelevant,  or  pn- 
vati"  issues;  they  are  the  sole  judges.  The  records  kept  by  the  county  officers,  tax 
collectors,  and  tax  receivers  are  prima  facie  correct  andean  not  be  varied,  impeached, 
or  set  aside  by  oral  testimony. 

If  a  man's  name  appear  on  the  books  as  a  defaulter  he  can  only^  remove  that 
default  by  his  tax  receipt  for  the  year  or  showing  that  he  did  not  reside  in  the  county. 
In  this  latter  event  he  would  have  to  show  by  competent  evidence  he  paid  his  taxes 
in  the  county  in  which  he  did  reside. 

If  a  man's  name  do  not  appear  on  the  tax  books  of  the  county,  he  living  therein, 
for  any  year,  he  is  prima  facie  a  defaulter  for  that  year.  This  is  settled  by  section 
3  of  the  local  act  for  Hancock  County,  approved  in  1888,  December  26.  There  is  no 
Uw  requiring  the  registrars,  iu  notice  served  on  parties  to  show  cause  why  they 
•hoald  not  be  stricken  from  the  list  of  registered  voters,  to  formally  set  oat  the 
Tear  or  years  of  their  defaults.  The  constitution  requires  all  tuxes  to  be  paid  since 
1577  and" each  voter  is  charged  by  the  law  with  notice  of  this  law. 

Thinking  this  covers  all  matters  submitted  to  us,  we  respectfully  present  the  same, 
after  a  careful  investigation,  as  our  reply  to  the  question  propounded  to  us. 

This  judgment  is  signed  by — 

JuLiAK  West. 

B.  F.  RiLET. 

Y.  A.  Parnell. 

Also  1  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  list  made  by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  tax  col- 
lector, and  the  ordinary  is  prima  facie  correct,  and  can  not  be  overcome  by  oral  tes- 
timony, where  he  resided  in  the  county  at  the  time;  he  must  present  his  receipt  of 
record  evidence  to  discharge  him. 

R.  H.  Lewis. 
Approved  by  us. 

B.  F.  Riley. 
JuuAN  West. 
Y.  A.  Parnell. 

Signed,  executed,  and  approved  by  me  as  the  evidence  presented  on  the  trial. 
February  10  and  11, 1896. 

[seal.]  W.  E.  Wiley, 

Notary  Puhlio,  Acting  oi  Cammi$$ion€r. 

1,  W.  E.  Wiley,  notary  public  and  acting  commissioner,  do  certify  that  the  fore- 
goiofr  testimony  is  true  and  correct,  and  is  the  testimony  taken  in  behalf  of  the  con- 
teetee,  Mr.  Black,  in  the  case  of  Thomas  E.  Watson,  contestant,  v,  J.  C.  C.  Black, 
contastee,  at  Sparta,  in  Hancock  County,  Ga.,  on  the  days  therein  stated. 

Witness  my  nand  and  official  signature  this  February  20,  1896. 

[81AL.]  W.  E.  Wiley, 

Notary  Puhlio,  Acting  a$  Commissioner, 

Hon. Thomas  E.  Watson: 

Yon  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-houae,  in  the  city  of  Augnsta,  county  of 
Eicbmond,  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy -fifth  meridian 
time,  I  will,  on  January  13,  1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examina- 
tioQ  li  completed,  before  B.  W.  Barrow,  notary  public  of  Richmond  Countv,  State 
of  Georgia,  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  all  residents  of 
the  eoanty  of  Richmond,  to  wit:  Hon.  W.  F.  Eve,  P.  J.  Sullivan,  Neal  McGinnis,  J.  J. 
^nghty,  Oeorffe  M.  Hood,  Joseph  Cartledge,  William  Desmond,  Clifford  Steed, 
^upstas  R.  Bonier,  William  Bearden,  D.  G.  Fogarty,  P.  J.  O'Connor,  M.  J.  Davem, 
I^Q  Kerr,  Judge  £.  H.  Callaway,  Maj.  Joseph  B.  Cumming,  said  testimony  to  be 
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«Bed  by  me  in  your  contest  against  me  for  Repreeentative  in  tbe  Fifty-fovrth  Coa 
grees  firom  the  Tenth  CongreBsional  diatriot  of  Georgia. 
Thie  the  10th  day  of  Janaary,  1896. 

J.  C.  C.  Black. 
By  Joa.  B.  CuMMiKOi 
J.  R.  Lamar, 

C.  H.  COHVNy 

BoYKiKK  Wright, 

HU  Attomeffi  ai  Law. 

Statk  of  Georgia,  Biekmond  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  F.  £.  Obenanf,  who  on  oath  says  that  on  the  lOtb 
day  of  January,  1896,  he  served  a  oopy  of  the  within  notice  on  Thomas  £.  Watson, 
esq.,  personally. 

This  the  10th  day  of  January,  1896. 

F.  £.  Obbnauf. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  11th  day  of  January,  1896. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Riehmand  County,  Qa.      i 

Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson  : 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  county  of  | 
Richmond,  State  of  Georgia,  oommenoing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian 
time,  I  will,  on  January  22, 1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examina- 
tion is  completed,  before  B.  W.  Barrow,  notary  public  of  Richmond  County,  State 
of  Georgia,  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  residents  of  the 
county  of  Richmond,  to  wit :  W.  B.  Young,  Chas.  S.  Bohler,  W.  M.  Dunbar,  J.  L.  Rob- 
inson, W.  A.  Muse,  J.  J.  Davis,  Chas.  Bailie, Lewis,  Edward  Collins,  W.  H. 

Nurenberger,  W.  M.  D'Antignac,  Bryan  Lawrence,  John  Yauvchn,  Thomas  Stringer, 
Jim  Stradford,  Tom  Williams,  S.  H.  Myers,  F.  £.  Obenauf,  R.  £.  Wilson,  Frank  A 
Calhoun,  John  D.  Sheahan,  Josh  Johnston,  L.  M.  Bumis,  W.  T.  Lamar,  £d  Ric«, 
J.  B.  Keener,  I.  T.  Heard,  J.  W.  Moore,  G.  D.  £tter,  W.  H.  T.  Walker,  W.  H.  Chafee, 
Jim  Coshin,  J.J.  Cashin,  Mat  Sheron,  John  H.  Neibling,  P.  Powers,  Bob  Peoples, 
Robert  Harper,  B.  W.  Barrow,  H.  K.  Lowry,  H.  D.  Leon,  John  T.  Pughe,  W.  H.  Loa- 
gee,  B.  Hardiman;  also  S.  £.  Kelly,  J.  Q.  Spires,  B.  B.  Bailey,  and  £).  C.  Moore,  of 
Columbia  County,  and  John  Sims,*!.  N.  Zellars,  Charles  HoUingshead,  T.  P.  Harmon, 
and  George  S.  Patterson,  of  Lincoln  County^  said  testimony  to  be  used  by  me  in 
your  contest  against  me  for  Representative  m  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  f^m  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

This  the  20th  day  of  January,  1896. 

J.  C.  C.  Black. 

By  Jos.  B.  CUMMIKG, 

J.  R.  Lamar, 

C.  H.  COHKN, 

BoYKiN  Wright, 

Hi*  Attorney*  at  Law. 

Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Boykiu  Wright^  who  on  oath  says  that  on  the  20th 
day  of  January,  1896,  he  served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  John  T.  West,  esq., 
attorney  at  law  of  Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson,  representing  him  in  said  contested 
Section. 

This  the  20th  day  of  January,  1896. 

BoTKiN  Wright. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  January,  1896. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  oountv  of 
Richmond.  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fiftii  meridian 
time,  I  will,  on  January  28,  1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examina- 
tion is  completed,  before  B.  W.  Barrow,  notary  public  of  Kiohmond  County,  State  of 
Georp^a,  taKc  tbe  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  residents  of  the  county 
of  Richmond,  to  wit:  £d  Lyons,  I.T.Heard,  Henry  C.  Hammond,  Bowdre  Phinizy, 
Jerry  C.  Flynn,  J.  H.  Lee,  J.  Baum,  H.  H.  Hickman,  Tom  Barrett,  jr.,  James  Tobin, 
A.  £.  Wilcox,  L.  Burrows,  James  Fagan,  George  Fix,  and  R.  C.  Shed ;  said  testimony 
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to  be  used  by  me  in  your  contest  against  me  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth 
Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 
This  25th  day  of  January,  1896. 

J.  C.  C.  Black. 
By  J.  B.  CuMMiNG, 
J.  R.  Lamar, 
C.  H.  Cohen, 
BoYKiN  Wkight, 

Hii  AUomey»  at  Law, 

Obobgia,  Riekw^and  C<mnty: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Boykin  Wright,  who  on  oath  says  that  on  the  25tb 
dsy  of  January,  1896,  he  served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  John  T.  West,  esq., 
attorney  at  law  of  Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson,  representing  him  in  said  contested 
election. 

This  25th  day  of  January,  1896. 

BoYKiK  Wright. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  January,  1896. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Noiarjf  Public,  Biokuumd  County,  6a. 

Hon.  Thomas  E.  Watson: 

Too  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  county  of 
Richmond,  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian 
tinie,  I  will,  on  January  90,  1896,  and  con  tinning  from  day  to  day  until  the  exam- 
mation  is  completed,  before  B.  W.  Barrow,  notary  public  of  Richmond  County,  State 
of  Georgia,  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  residents  of  the 
coanty  of  Richmond,  to  wit:  Dr.  J.  B.  Morgan,  W.  T.  Mulligan,  J.  B.  Walker;  also  H. 
Moreter,  of  Lincoln  County,  and  J .  H.  Hinton,  of  Lincoln  County :  said  testimony  to  be 
Qsed  bv  me  in  your  contest  against  me  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress 
from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 
This  the  28th  day  of  January,  1896. 

J.  C.  C.  Black. 
By  J.  B.  Gumming, 
J.  R.  Lamar, 

C.  H.  COHBN, 

BoYKiK  Wright, 

His  AttomenB  at  Law, 

GiOBGiA,  Riehmond  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Boykin  Wright,  who  on  oath  says  that  on  the  28th 
day  of  January,  1896,  he  served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  John  T.  West,  esq., 
sttorney  at  law  of  Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson,  representing  him  in  said  contestea 
(leetioD. 

This  the  28th  day  of  January,  1896. 

^  Boykin  Wright. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  January,  1896. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Oa, 

Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson  : 

Ton  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  countv  of 
Richmond^  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seven ty-fiftn  meriaian 
time.  I  will,  on  Februarv,  18,  1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  exami- 
nstion  is  completed,  before  B.  W.  Barrow,  notary  public,  of  Richmond  County,  State 
of  Georgia,  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  residents  of  the 
county  of  McDnffie,  to  wit :  Ira  £.  Farmer,  Herk  Johnson,  P.  B.  Johnson,  T.  P. 
Sexille,  John  L.  Holzendorf,  C.  £.  Knox,  £.  R.  Wilson,  and  William  H.  Paschal,  said 
testimony  to  be  used  by  me  in  your  contest  against  me  for  Representative  in  the 
Tiily-foiuth  Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia.  This  exam- 
iiution  is  to  be  in  addition  to  and  not  to  supersede  those  of  which  you  have  already 
noeived  notice  to  take  place  in  the  counties  of  Richmond,  Hancock,  Jefferson,  and 
Wilkinson,  or  elsewhere,  of  which  you  have  had  notice. 

This  15th  day  of  February,  1896. 
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Okoroia,  Biohmond  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  F.  £.  Obenaaf,  who  on  oath  says  that  on  the  15th 
4ay  of  February,  1896,  he  served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  B.  M.  Gross,  esq., 
■attorney  at  law  of  Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson,  representing  him  in  said  contested 
election. 

This  the  15th  day  of  February,  1896. 

F.  E.  Obekauf. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  February,  1896. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Biohmond  County,  Go. 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
State  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County: 

By  the  Honorable  the  Superior  Court  of  Richmond  County. 

To  B.  W.  Barrow^  Esq. : 

By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  I  do 
hereby  appoint  and  commission  you  a  notary  public  for  the  county  of  Richmond  and 
said  State.  You,  the  said  B.  W\  Barrow,  esq.,  are  therefore  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  do  and  perform  all  and  singular  the  duties  incumbent  on  you  as  notary 
public,  as  aforesaid,  according  to  law  and  the  trust  reposed  in  you. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court  this  22d  day  of  November,  1894. 

By  order  of  Judge  S.  C.  A.  C. : 

H.  S.  Ranet. 

Attest: 

J.  B.  Keener,    [seal.  | 

Deputy  Clerk  Superior  Court,  Biohmond  County. 

State  of  Georoia,  Biohmond  County : 

I,  Wm.  £.  Keener,  clerk  superior  court  in  and  for  said  county,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  within  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  commission  ap^inting  B.  W.  Bar- 
row a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  which  was  issued  on  November 
22,  1894,  and  expires  November  22,  1898. 

Witness  my  official  signature  and  seal  of  said  court  this  March  5, 1896. 

[SEAL.]  Wm.  £.  Keener, 

Clerk  Superior  Court,  Bichmond  County,  Ga. 

In  the  matter  of  contest  for  seat  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States 
as  Representative  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia,  at  the  court- 
house, Augusta,  Ga.,  Januarv  13,  1896.  Before  B.  W.  Barrow,  notary  public,  and 
acting  as  commissioner  to  tase  the  evidence. 

Evidence  on  the  Part  of  the  Contestee. 

Appearances  for  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar,  C.  H.  Cohen,  and  Boykin  Wright. 
Appearance  for  contestant,  John  T.  West. 

WILLIAM  F.  EVE,  the  first  witness  for  the  contestee,  being  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  as  follows : 

By  Mr.  Wright: 

Q.  What  position  do  you  occupy  in  the  county  government,  and  what  judicial 
position  do  you  hold? — A.  I  am  the  judge  of  the  city  court  of  Richmond  County, 
And  ex  officio  sole  commissioner  of  roads  and  revenue  of  Richmond  County. 

Q.  What  is  your  jurisdiction  as  judge  and  what  is  your  jurisdiction  as  commis- 
sioner f — A.  As  jud^e,  my  court  has  unlimited  civil  jurisdiction  except  in  matters 
where  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  given  by  the  constitution  to  the  superior  court.  That 
means  unlimited  civil  jurisdiction  in  commercial  cases,  suits  for  damages,  and  all 
civil  actions  other  than  equity  and  divorce  cases;  on  the  criminal  side  of  the  court, 
all  violations  against  the  State  penal  code,  except  felonies.  As  to  the  roads  and 
revenue,  it  embraces  the  control  and  management  of  all  county  business,  general 
supervision  of  the  county  offices,  and  matters  pertaining  to  the  county  proper.  Also, 
in  thi^  county  I  have  the  appointment  of  the  election  managers. 

Q.  Do  you  perform  such  duties  as  are  performed  by  the  ordinary  or  by  the  inferior 
court  f — A.  I  perform  all  the  duties  performed  by  the  inferior  court  and  by  the  ordi- 
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nuj,  with  the  exception  of  the  trial  of  lunacy  cases  and  one  or  two  things  of  that 
character.  I  have  charge  of  all  duties  with  reference  to  the  county  business  proper; 
the  raising  and  disbursine  of  revenue,  and  the  care  of  roads,  etc. 

Q.  Yon  are  especially  cuarged  with  election  matters,  you  sayf — A.  Yes,  sir;  the 
revenue  of  the  county  and  election  matters. 

Q.  Judge,  did  you  have  occasion  to  be  present  at  the  court-house  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  registration  of  voters  for  the  election  in  1895? — A.  I  did,  sir.  My  office 
is  located  in  the  court-house  building.  My  duties  ordinarily  take  me  into  the  tax 
eoUector's  office  several  times  a  dav,  especially  when  the  collection  of  taxes  is  going 
on;  and  during  the  busy  part  of  the  registration  I  was  there  more  frequently  than 
asaal. 

Q.  Who,  under  our  registration  law,  is  the  officer  designated  by  the  act  for  regis- 
tering voters  f — A.  The  tax  collector.  He  is  authorized  to  appoint  clerks  and  deputies 
to  carry  on  the  business. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  what  you  saw  in  connection  with  the  performance  of  that  duty, 
and  bow  it  was  performed,  and  your  means  of  knowing  how  it  was  performed — as  to 
whether  it  was  performed  with  fairness  and  with  proper  regard  for  the  law  and 
re^arity  f — A.  As  I  have  already  stated,  I  was  in  there  frequently  during  the  day, 
being  intere8te«1  in  the  collection  of  taxes;  and  as  charges  were  being  made  through 
the  ftibnne  of  fraud 

Q.  What  is  the  Tribune  f — A.  That  is  the  Populist  paper  of  this  city.  I  was  par- 
ticnlarly  anxious  to  see  what  was  going  on  on  ttie  part  of  the  registering  officer,  and 
I  would  state  that  I  saw  nothing  that  even  aroused  my  suspicion  as  to  any  improper 
performance  of  his  duty.  I  thought  at  times  that  they  were  extreme  in  the  refusal 
to  allow  parties  to  register,  if  any  charge  could  have  been  made,  it  was  in  their 
efforts  to  be  purely  impartial;  they  leaned  backward  rather  too  far.  I  saw  them 
frequently  decline  to  allow  parties  to  register  whom  I  thought  from  their  represen- 
tations were  entitled  to  register.  At  any  rate,  I  believe  that  the  benefit  of  the 
doobt  should  have  been  ^iven  to  them. 

Q.  You  say  that  so  strict  were  the  registering  officers  that  they  would  not  allow 
•och  men  as  you  have  named  to  register,  when,  in  your  opinion,'  they  should  have 
been  aUowedf — A.  Yes,  sir;  wheu  I  thought  that  the  reason  assigned  was  not  suffi- 
cient, and  that  it  wus  going  rather  to  the  extreme. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  anyone  registered  there  whose  appearance  would  indicate 
tiiat  he  was  under  the  age  given  or  over  the  age  given  f — A.  I  did  not.  On  several 
occasions  I  saw  parties  come  in  and  offer  to  register  as  21,  when  they  were  refused 
and  were  made  to  pay  taxes  up  to  24  or  25  years.  Some  of  the  parties  would  insist, 
and  in  taking  the  oath  would  swear  that  they  were  21  years  of  age,  and  at  the  same 
time  pav  the  tax  for  one,  two,  or  three  years,  as  the  case  might  be. 

Q.  Why  were  they  required  to  do  thatf — A.  The  registering;  officer  would  give  it 
as  his  opinion  they  were  over  the  age  of  21 ;  then  their  name  in  such  cases  would  go 
down  as  'Jl,  when,  in  fact,  they  had  been  required  to  pay  the  tax. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  instances  where  the  parties  registered  as  21  or  22  years  of  age, 
when  their  appearance  would  indicate  they  were  considerably  over  thatf — A.  No, 
sir:  I  never  did. 

Q.  What  instructions  were  given  by  you  as  the  supervisor  of  these  county  officers 
m  Tfference  to  their  conduct  in  registering  these  parties? — A.  1  went  over  the  act 
with  the  tax  collector,  and  I  instructed  him  that  whenever  he  conscientiously  believed 
th^U  a  party  was  swearing  falsely,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  refuse  him  registration. 
That  when^  he  had  a  mere  suspicion,  and  no  reliable  evidence  to  the  contrary,  that 
when  a  man  presented  himself  to  take  the  oath  the  presumption  was  that  he  was 
swearing  truthfully,  and  that  his  name  going  to  the  registrars  would  be  thoroughly 
sifted  and  his  right  to  vote  confirmed,  or  that  he  woulcfbe  stricken  from  the  list. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon,  Judge,  in  that  connection  and  before  I  forget  it,  what  is  the 
disposition  with  reference  to  colored  people  to  vote  as  disclosed  by  your  experi- 
ence f— A.  The  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  is  something  new  to  the  colored 
citiz4>n.  Immediately  upon  arriving  at  his  mnjority,  he  is  anxious  to  exercise  it,  and 
be  ifi  generally  prompt  to  do  so.  And,  then,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  t.ax  qui^ification. 
parties  interested  in  elections  generally  bunt  out  and  search  up  all  persons  of  that 
a^e  who  can  register  without  the  payment  of  taxes.  The  consequence  is  that  those 
of  that  age  are  generally  registered.  I  think  the  negro  is  very  ignorant  of  his  age, 
ud  be  is  likely  to  give  you  an  extremely  younger  age  or  a  much  greater  age  than  lie 
really  is.    Very  frequently  they  err  in  both  directions. 

Q.  Would  there  be  any  means,  when  a  negro  presents  himself  for  registration  and 
iavg  he  is  21  years  of  age  and  he  may  be  23,  24,  or  25 — would  there  be  any  means  of 
the  officer  knowing  definitely  what  his  age  would  be,  as  between  those  figures? — A. 
I  know  of  none.  Ne^oes  bom  before  emancipation,  as  a  rule,  relied  upon  their  former 
master  for  Imformation  as  to  their  ages,  but  those  since  do  not  seem  to  keep  any 
record  or  date  by  which  it  could  be  ascertained. 

^.  How  was  it  that  the  officers  were  enabled  sometimes  to  decline  persona  present- 
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ing  themselves,  asserting  as  a  reason  for  declining  to  allow  them  to  register  that 
they  were  older  than  that! — A.  Sometimes  they  would  refer  back  to  former  registry 
lists  and  lind  they  had  registered  before,  and  would  require  them  to  pay  the  taxes 
to  qualify  them  for  the  present  registration.  And  then  they  wonld  be  governed  by 
their  appearance  at  times. 

Q.  Then,  are  you  in  a  position  to  testify  that  every  eftbrt  was  made  of  the  kind 
described  by  the  registering  officers  to  make  the  list  absolutely  pure  in  reference  to 
that  matter f — A.  I  was  so  impressed,  and  would  say  without  hesitation  that  every- 
thing in  the  power  of  the  registering  officers  was  done  to  prevent  improper  registra- 
tion. 

Q.  In  pursuance  of  that  effort,  do  you  chance  to  know  how  many  were  absolately 
declined  nere  at  the  oourt-house;  are  you  familiar  in  a  general  way  with  about  the 
number  of  persons  who  were  declined  by  the  registering  officers? — A.  To  say  the 
exact  number  I  can  not,  because  I  was  not  there  from  the  opening  to  the  closing  of 
the  registration.  I  saw  a  great  many  declined;  a  very  large  number  were  declined 
by  the  registering  officers. 

Q.  Judge,  did  you  observe  any  one  standing  at  the  windows  there,  as  representa- 
tives of  the  A.  P.  A.'s  or  Populists,  during  the  progress  of  the  registration  f — ^A.  After 
the  registration  became  frequent,  I  may  say  after  it  got  **  warmed  up,"  Mr.  Dicks 
and  Dr.  Potts  were  there  daily. 

Q.  Who  are  Mr.  Dicks  and  Dr.  Potts — that  is,  as  to  their  political  oonvictionsf— 
A.  Dr.  Potts  is  a  Populist,  and  I  think  also  represented  the  Tribune  in  reporting; 
and  Mr.  Dicks,  I  understood,  was  a  representative  of  the  A.  P.  A.'s. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  a  Populist  in  sympathy? — A.  That  was  the  repu- 
tation he  had. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  and  within  your  knowledge  that  they,  as  representatives  of  their 
respective  parties,  voluntarily  stared  to  the  registering  officers  at  the  conclusion  of 
their  work  that  everything  had  been  fairly  and  impartially  conducted  on  their 

?artf — A.  I  heard  they  so  stated  and  I  read  a  paper  to  that  effect  signed  by  both  Dr. 
'otts  and  Mr.  Dicks. 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  the  evidence  as  to  what  witness  read  in  the  paper, 
the  paper  itself  would  be  the  best  evidence.) 


By  Mr.  Wright: 

Q.  Did  they  not  offer  to  publish  the  same  in  the  Press  over  their  own  signature? — 
A.  That  was  my  understanding. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  they  came  to  make  that  statement?  What  induced  it  on 
their  part? — A.  It  was  the  outgrowth  of  charges  that  things  were  all  wrong  in  the 
matter  of  registration. 

Q.  Charges  in  wliat  paper,  or  by  whom? — A.  In  the  Tribune. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  population  of  Richmond  County,  and  whak  in  yonr 
opinion,  is  the  population  of  Richmond  County,  from  your  knowledge  and  from  the 
records,  etc.  ? — A.  I  have  been  fteqnently  asked  as  to  my  Judgment  of  the  population 
of  Richmond  County  and  I  have  always  claimed  that  we  had  from  60,000  to  65,000 
population. 

Q.  What  is  the  number  of  polls  in  Richmond  County,  to  the  best  of  your  judg- 
ment?— A.  I  would  say  that  from  my  knowledge  of  the  county,  its  population,  its  tax 
digest,  and  all,  that  the  voting  strength  of  Richmond  County  was  not  lees  than 
12,000. 

Q.  Taking  the  highest  poll  digest  and  add  to  that  such  percentage  of  those  over  60 
and  those  recently  attaining  their  majority,  what  would  you  Judge  to  be  the  total 
poll? — A.  As  I  stated,  1  believe  that  the  polling  strength  is  not  less  than  12,000.  I 
wonld  not  be  surprised  if  it  went  from  1,000  to  2,000  more,  but  my  judgment  is  it 
would  not  go  over  12,000  more. 

Q.  What  does  the  digest  show  the  poll? — A.  In  the  year  1894  it  waa  11,120. 

^Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  what  the  digest  shows,  the  digest  being  the  best 
evidence.) 

By  Mr.  Wright: 

Q.  Are  there  not  a  great  many  men  whom  the  officers  can  not  get  to  put  on  the 
digest? — A.  The  shortness  of  time  in  which  they  prepare  their  digest  allowed  by  the 
law  renders  it  practically  impossible  to  secure  all. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  are  a  great  many  migratory  people  livins  in  this  man- 
ufacturing city,  which  is  also  an  obstacle  in  getting  a  full  digeat? — ^A.  unquestiona- 
bly in  factory  districts  and  manufacturing  places  there  are  a  large  number  who 
might  be  termed  migratory,  who  work  sometimes  for  a  month  and  sometimes  for  a 
year,  and  then  change.  That  will  be  seen  when  you  reflect  that  we  have  a  large 
numoer  of  cotton  factories  here  and  a  nnmber  just  across  the  river,  and  they  in- 
quently  change  from  one  factory  to  the  other. 

Q.  There  are  a  large  number  of  names  who  do  not  have  to  go  on  the  digest  at 
all? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  about  600  or  700  that  were  registered  upon  which  no 
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qaestiou  as  to  their  being  over  age  was  ever  raised.  Disabled  Confederate  soldiers 
sre  exempt  from  poll  tax. 

Q.  Their  names  would  not  appear  then  on  the  poll  digest? — A.  No,  sir;  where 
known  to  the  receiver  as  disabled. 

Q.  Are  there  any  considerable  number  of  persons  over  60  years  of  age  who  do  reg- 
ister, but  whose  names  do  not  appear  on  the  digest  of  polls  f — ^A.  I  should  say  there 
were. 

Q.  Please  explain  how  a  man  might  be  here  for  eighteen  months  and  his  name 
not  appear  on  the  poll  digest,  and  wouM  not  have  to  pay  any  tax  in  order  to  vote  or 
register? — ^A.  This  special  election  was  called  in  October,  1895.  Under  the  law  of 
Georgia,  a  man  is  not  liable  for  taxes  except  up  to  and  including  the  year  previous 
to  the  election.  Therefore,  any  party  moving  iuto  the  State  or  any  party  arriving 
at  age  after  March  1,  1894,  would  not  be  liable  for  taxes — a  period  of  about  eighteen 
mouths. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- third  district? — ^A.  I  am 

Q.  What  is  the  size  of  that  district?  What  is  its  population,  and  what  industries, 
Tillages,  et-c.,  are  incorporated  in  that  district? — A.  That  district  commences  at  the 
north 

Q.  How  is  it,  in  the  first  place,  as  to  being  a  large  district? — A.  It  is  one  of  the 
largest  districts  in  the  county.  It  commences  on  tne  north  at  the  river,  where  it 
itnkes  East  Boundary  street  and  runs  south.  I  suppose,  about  nine  miles;  then  it 
follows  the  boundary  of  the  city  up  to  Woodlawn,  or  Harrisonville;  then  runs  out 
Harrison ville  until  it  strikes  the  Milledgeville  road;  up  the  Milledgeville  road  to 
where  the  Murray  Mill  road  branches  off;  then  it  runs  south  to  what  is  known  as 
^e  Tobacco  road,  and  from  the  Tobacco  road  to  the  river.  I  have  never  measured 
it,  but  jfrom  my  knowledge  of  it,  I  would  say  that  it  is  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  10 
miles  square. 

Q.  Wnat  villages,  industries,  and  thickly  settled  commimities  are  incorporated  in 
that  district? — ^A.  The  Kirkpatriok  place;  the  Goodale  place,  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Hickman;  the  Warren  place;  the  old  Robertson  place,  now  owned  by  Mr.  Fessler; 
the  Eve  plantation,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  county,  and  the  Bug|g  place; 
the  Fleming  place;  the  Clanton  plantation,  which  is  now  owned  by  quite  a  number 
•f  planters,  but  is  known  as  the  Clanton  plantation,  and  which  has  several  thousand 
seres  in  it.    Then  you  come  to  three  brick  yards;  the  Georgia  Chemical  Works 

Q.  Is  not  that  a  very  large  concern  ? — A.  I  think  the  Georgia  Chemical  Works  is  one 
of  the  largest  fertilizer  manufacturing  establishments  in  the  South ;  I  think  they  so 
claim.  Then,  the  Glass  Works  is  also  in  that  district;  there  is  a  large  negro  settle- 
ment known  as  "Black  Ankle;"  there  is  Frasiers  Hill;  Nellieville 

Q.  Is  that  an  incorporated  village? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  includes  Turpin  Hill. 

Q.  Is  that  also  a  settlement? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  then  comes  what  is  known  as  the 
old  Lafayette  race-course  settlement,  which  is  very  thickly  populated  with  negroes; 
then  Harrisonville;  then  the  Belleville  settlement,  which  is  an  old  factory  site,  but 
there  is  no  factory  there  now. 

Q.  These  villages  and  settlements  that  you  have  named  are  on  the  ontskirts  of  the 
eity?— A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  not  the  habitation  of  a  very  large  number  of  the  people  who  work  in 
the  city  ? — A.  Those  settlements  are  very  largely  negro  settlements.  About  the  only 
portion  where  there  is  any  number  of  whites  would  be  the  village  of  Harrisonville 
and  the  Belleville  settlement;  nearly  all  whites  there.  All  the  others  are  very 
larf^ly  negroes,  and  it  is  not  only  their  homes —  There  is  another  place  that  I 
forgot  to  allude  to:  There  is  a  negro  settlement  called  ''Pleasant  Home"  that  has 
two  large  churches,  as  well  as  quite  a  number  of  houses — a  Methodist  and  a  Baptist 
charch.  Each  one  of  thoise  churches  are  larger  than  the  average.  This  district  is 
the  home  not  only  of  those  working  upon  those  plantations  and  these  manufacturing 
places,  but  is  also  the  home  of  a  great  many  of  those  employed  in  the  city.  They 
have  to  register  in  their  district. 

Q.  What  woiild  you  say  was  the  voting  capacity  of  that  population  in  that  dis- 
trict?—A.  I  would  say  it  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  2,000.  Certainly  much  over 
1,500. 

Q.  What  is  the  tendency  of  parties,  especially  colored  people,  in  reference  to  city 
life  as  compared  with  country  life,  and  at  what  ages  and  for  what  reasons  is  there 
sa  influx  of  that  class  of  population ?~ A.  I  have  noticed  a  very  decided  tendency 
op  the  part  of  both,  and  especially  on  the  part  of  the  young  negroes,  to  come  to  the 
city  where  they  could,  or  tnought  they  stood  better  chances  of  employment. 

Q.  Then  this  movement  from  the  country  to  the  city  is  especially  noticeable,  you 
Mf,  among  the  younger  of  the  colored  people?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  that  been  observed  as  particularly  true  in  this  city? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have 
ooticed  them  in  my  going  about,  and  I  have  noticed  it  in  their  appearing  in  and 
uouod  my  court  frequently,  and  my  connection  with  the  tax  office.  And  the  reason 
kt  that  is  our  fnctones  and  railroads  give  employment  to  a  great  many  hands. 
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Q.  Are  the  youth  not  especially  attracted  to  those  employments? — A.  They  are. 

Q.  Yoa  mentioned  as  one  of  your  duties  as  commissioner  the  appointment  of  election 
managers.  Will  you  state  whether  or  not  you  performed  that  duty  in  this  last  elec- 
tion f — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Under  what  law  and  what  was  the  plan  adopted  hy  yon  in  making  those 
appointments? — A.  The  appointment  of  the  election  managers  was  formerly  exer- 
cised by  the  ordinary  of  the  county.  The  commissioner  of  roads  and  revenue  has 
exercised  it  as  far  back  as  I  can  recall  in  this  county.  The  aot«  of  18S2  and  1883 
expressly  place  that  power  upon  the  commissioner  of  roads  and  revenue  of  this 
county)  and  in  accordance  therewith  the  appointments  were  made  in  1895. 

Q.  In  making  those  appointments  did  you  make  bipartisan  appointmentsf— A. 
Where  there  were  two  contesting  parties  I  have  always  made  bipartisan  appoint- 
ments, especially  so  in  this  special  election  of  1895. 

Q.  Did  the  law  require  it? — A.  It  did  not. 

Q.  Whv  did  you  do  i t  ? — A .  Because  I  thought  it  was  proper  to  do  so,  and  I  was  also 
requested  to  give  them  representation. 

Q.  By  whom? — A.  By  Mr.  James  L.  Cartledge,  who  represented  the  Populists;  and 
he  also  represented  the  Tribune. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Black  and  the  Democratic  managers  and  friends  make  any  protest  in 
reference  to  your  doing  that,  or  did  they  acquiesce? — A.  They  did  not  object,  bnt 
acquiesced. 

Q.  Please  state  the  circumstances  under  which  these  appointments  were  made.— A. 
About  a  week  prior  to  the  election,  in  consequence  of  conversations  I  had  with  Mr. 
Cartledge,  stating  I  intended  and  would  give  representation  to  the  Populists,  he  pre- 
sented me  with  a  list  of  names  to  be  considered  and  from  which  appointments  were 
to  be  made. 

Q.  A  list  of  what? — A.  A  list  of  names  of  Populists. 

Q.  Did  you  make  the  appointments  of  the  Populists  from  that  list  mainly? — A.  I 
did,  sir.  There  was  a  Populist  manager  at  every  precinct  in  Richmond  County,  and 
every  name,  with  the  exception  of  three,  were  taken  from  the  list  furnished  by  Mr. 
Cartledgf.  One  of  the  precincts  he  did  not  furnish  any  name  for,  and  I  selected  a 
Populist  for  it.  The  other  two  instances  were  the  First  Ward,  at  which  I  appointed 
Mr.  Lewis  W.  Kent,  whoso  name  had  been  furnished  to  me  ou  previous  occasions  by 
the  Populists,  and  I  think  probably  by  Mr.  Barrett,  who  was  the  chairman  of  the 
committee.  At  former  elections  he  would  sometimes  furnish  a  list;  at  other  times 
Cartledge  would.  I  knew  Mr.  Kent  was  a  Populist,  affiliating  with  them.  The  other 
was  Mr.  Seaborn  W.  Brown,  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  district. 

Q.  Was  he  also  a  Populist? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  I  understand  you,  then,  you  appointed,  from  the  list  handed  you  by  the 
Populist  representative,  managers  in  every  ward  and  district  in  the  county,  except 
in  the  case  of  three  names  which  you  yourself  selected  from  men  known  by  you  to 
he  Populists  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  appoint  them  expecting  them  to  serve,  and  did  they  or  not  serve? — A. 
I  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  a  single  one  would  fail  to  serve.  I  felt  assured  that 
they  would,  as  Mr.  Cartledge  presented  their  names  and  they  were  asked  for  by  a 
representative  of  their  party. 

Q.  What  does  the  law  provide  in  case  they  should  fail  to  serve  on  the  day  of  the 
election,  and  as  to  how  he  should  be  appointed? — A.  Direction  is  given  for  the  two 
remaining  to  elect  a  freeholder  to  fill  the  place. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  failure  of  the  Populist  representative  to  serve 
at  the  Fourth  Ward? — A.  No,  sir;  I  received  no  intimation  as  to  any  of  them  being 
unable  to  serve  or  declining  to  serve,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  M.  M.  Connor  in  the 
Fourth  Ward.  I  think  I  have  in  my  possession  his  communication.  I  have  the  fol- 
lowing from  him.     He  is  the  only  one  I  heard  from : 

Augusta,  Ga.,  October  i,  1895. 

Dear  Judgk  :  I  may  have  to  leave  the  city  to-night.    If  so,  I  can't  serve  as  mana- 
ger at  to-morrow's  election.     If  I  have  to  leave  will  send  my  resignation  later. 
Yours,  etc., 

M.  M.  Connor,/. P. 

I  identify  that  as  the  letter  received  from  Mr.  M.  M.  Connor.  I  know  his  signa- 
ture; and  had  a  conversation  with  him  about  the  matter  the  same  day  in  which  be 
said  he  would  make  an  effort  to  serve. 

Q.  (Handing  communication  to  witness.)  Whose  handwriting  is  that? — ^A.  My  own. 
It  is  as  follows : 

Augusta,  Ga.,  October  1, 1895. 
Messrs.  John  H.  Nkibling,  J.  P.,  and  Julius  Baum,  F.  H., 

Manager$  Fourth  Ward  Prednet, 

Dear  Sirs:  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  Judge  M.  M.  Connor  indicating  a 
possibility  of  his  having  to  leave  the  city  to-night,  and  thereby  being  prevented 
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from  serving  with  yoa  to-morrow.  Shonld  he  fail  to  be  present,  you  gentlemen  will 
fill  the  raoancy  with  a  freeholder,  giving  the  preference  to  a  Populist,  if  possible. 
I  have  endeavored  to  give  them  one  representative  at  each  precinoti  and  it  is  my 
desire  for  you  to  fill  the  vacancy  (if  one  shonld  occur)  with  a  reputable  Populist. 
I  have  endeavored  to  see  you,  and  not  being  able  to  do  so  have  requested  Dr. 
Morgan  to  hand  this  to  yon. 

Tours  truly,  William  F.  Evb, 

Judge  Oily  Court,  Richmond  County, 

Q.  Do  you  identify  that  as  the  letter  you  directed  to  Mr.  Neiblingf — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  Mr.  Neiblingf — A.  The  Justice  of  the  peace  for  that  precinct. 

Mr.  Wright.  1  offer  those  two  communications  as  evidence. 

Q.  Did  that  letter  express  ^onr  sentiment f — A.  It  did,  sir. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  by  witnesses,  offered  on  the  part  of  the  contestant, 
about  certain  approaches  or  alleyways  leading  up  to  the  boxes  in  the  various  pre- 
cincts. Are  you  acquainted  with  what  the  custom  in  that  regard  has  been  for  many 
years  in  this  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  believe  they  were  referred  to  in  some  instances  by  said  witnesses  as  barri- 
cades.— A.  Those  approaches  have  been  used  f^om  time  immemorial  upon  contested 
elections  where  there  were  two  parties  and  much  feeling  was  mauife8te<l;  it  was 
clone  as  an  aid  to  the  police  authorities  to  preserve  order,  in  this  past  election  they 
were  used  at  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  wards,  where  reason  was  entertained,  or  where 
they  had  reason  to  apprehend  trouble. 

Q.  What  reasons  for  apprehending  trouble  were  there? — A.  There  was  a  very 
large  registration  in  the  Fourth  Ward ;  something  over  2,000.  There  was  a  large 
re^ristration  in  the  Fifth  Ward.  And  threats  were  freely  circulated  on  the  part  of 
the  Populists  which  reached  the  police  authorities  and  also  reached  me,  and  as  a 
precautionary  measure  those  were  adopted. 

Q.  Were  tbey  calculated  to  have  the  effect  of  making  the  voting  more  orderly  and 
refnilar,  as  you  have  stated? — A.  Unquestionably  they  did.  They  gave  easier  and 
freer  access  to  the  voting  precinct.     Kepreseiitativen  of  both  sidns  were  at  the  boxes. 

Q.  Was  the  purpose  or  effect  of  those  approaches  calculated  to  obstruct  or  imi>ede 
fr<*e  voting  on  that  occasion  f — A.  It  was  to  aid  free  voting  and  in  no  way  to  obstruct 
or  impede  it. 

^.  Something  was  said  by  the  same  witnesses  for  the  contestant  about  certain 
iDclosnres  or  places  of  rendezvous  near  each  precinct,  where  voters  were  seen  going 
io  and  out.  Will  you  explain  what  they  were  and  what  has  been  the  custom  from 
time  immemorial  with  re&rence  to  themf — A.  I  will  state  that  it  has  been  custom- 
ary for  each  of  the  contesting  p:irties  to  have  a  place  of  rendezvous  or  headquarters, 
where  members  of  their  party  would  assemble,  as  near  the  precincts  as  tbey  ooula 
obtain  them.  ■" 

(4.  For  what  purpose? — A.  The  purpose,  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  would  be  for 
eoDsnltation  and  the  getting  the  full  vote  polled.  It  would  be  their  headquarters 
for  the  day  of  battle. 

Q.  When  large  deputations  of  voters  would  be  brought  in  by  wagon  loa<ls,  what 
would  be  done  when  they  were  first  brought  up? — ^A.  They  would  report  at  their 
headquarters. 

Q.  Is  that,  or  not,  the  place  where  the  voters,  especially  the  colored  people,  would 
sasemble  to  be  given  their  tickets,  their  badges,  etc.,  of  that  kind? — A.  I  know  that 
sfter  reporting  there  1  have  seen  them  coming  away  with  their  badges  and  their 
tickets. 

Q.  What  would  they  do  after  voting? — A.  They  would  frequently  go  back  where  I 
understood  they  would  have  refreshments,  and  where  those  who*  were  engaged  in 
eaQvaasing  would  remain  until  their  services  were  needed. 

i^.  .lud^e,  what  kind  of  refreshments  do  you  know  of  as  customary  for  places  of 
that  kind? — A.  I  was  never  in  one,  or  certainly  not  within  twenty  years. 

^Coutestant^s  counsel  objects  to  evidence  of  this  witness  as  to  where  voters  went 
SDd  what  they  did  in  those  places  designated  as  headquarters  by  him.  as  disclosed 
from  his  own  evidence  that  he  had  not  been  in  one  of  them  for  twenty  years,  as 
hearsay.) 

W1TXK8S.  80  far  as  seeing  what  went  in  and  what  came  out  was  not  from  hearsa^, 
but  from  actual  observation. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  a  large  number  of  our  colored  population  particularly  do  not 
lead  and  write? — A.  A  very  large  percentage  do  not.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  a  good 
many  whites  do  not  ei  cher. 

Q.  Is  it,  or  not,  necessary,  and  one  of  the  usual  precautions  taken  by  a  party  in 
hotly  contested  elections,  to  provide  means  for  making  certain  that  these  unlettered 
voters  should  be  provided  with  the  proper  ticket  and  proper  badges  to  designate  the 
party  with  whom  they  are  afiiliated?— A.  They  do,  sir. 

4.  Would  it  not  be  practicallv  impossible  to  make  certain  of  that  class  of  voters 
QAlees  some  precaution  like  the  foregoing  was  observed? 
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(Contestant's  oooDsel  objects  to  the  form  of  this  question  and  to  other  qneetlonsof 
.like  character  propounded  by  contest ee's  counsel  as  being  leading ;  not  csring  to 
make  objections  to  every  leading  question,  he  now  makes  objection  to  ail  leading 
questions  of  contestee's  counsel,  the  witness  being  a  highly  educated  and  intelligent 
gentleman.) 

Witness.  My  answer  is  that  it  is  very  necessary,  as  a  large  number  are  not  able  to 
read  their  tickets  for  themselves,  that  the  parties  to  which  they  belong  should  take 
n^easnres  to  see  that  they  were  gfiven  proper  tickets. 

Q.  What  is  usual  in  getting  out  our  colored  vote  here  where  they  work  in  the  large 
industries — railroads  and  mills  and  factories — what  is  the  usual  method  of  getting 
them  to  the  polls  and  carrying  them  back? — A.  It  has  always  been  the  custom  for 
each  party  to  send  conveyances  for  them  at  hours  when  they  can  leave  their  work 
and  bring  them  to  the  polls  and  return  them  to  their  places  of  business. 

Q.  What  sort  of  conveyances  are  used,  principally  T — A.  Principally  wagons,  car- 
riages ;  sometimes  street  cars  are  used  to  convey  them,  but  most  generally  wagons. 

Q.  In  what  numbers  are  they  usually  brought  and  returned — that  class — in  small 
or  large  numbers? — A.  They  are  generally  brought  in  large  numbers  where  there  are 
a  number  at  one  point.  1  have  sometimes  seen  one,  two,  or  three  wagons  drive  up  to 
the  polls  at  the  court-house  at  one  time. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  custom  when  two  or  three  wagon  loads  of  that  class  were 
brought  to  the  court-house — what  would  be  the  custom  lor  providing  them  with 
tickets  and  carry  ing  them  to  the  polls  ?  Where  would  they  first  be  taken  as  a  rule  f— 
A.  They  would  be  taken  to  the  headquarters  of  the  side  to  which  they  belonged. 
There  they  would  be  given  tickets  and  conducted  to  the  polls  by  some  representative 
of  that  side. 

Q.  And  then,  afterwards,  what  would  be  done  with  them  ? — A.  They  would  return 
to  their  work. 

Q.  Before  that,  would  they  not  return  to  their  headquarters  to  meet,  so  that  aU 
could  go  together? — A.  Frequently  they  would.  Sometimes  they  would  go  to  their 
places  of  business.  More  generally,  I  suppose,  they  would  return  to  the  company  of 
their  friends. 

Q.  Would  that  process  you  have  just  named  continue  until  all  the  vote  was  col- 
lected, voted,  and  returned? — A.  I  would  answer  that  it  would  continue  from  the 
opening  of  the  polls  until  the  vote  was  tinisbed. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  by  one  or  two  of  our  clerical  friends,  who  are  strangers 
in  Augusta,  about  those  voters  going  into  an  inclosure  at  the  Third  Ward  and  coming 
out  again.  I  would  ask.  Judge,  then,  from  what  you  have  stated,  that  what  they 
claim  to  have  seen  in  reference  to  their  going  in  or  coming  out  of  such  inclosure  is 
not  indicative  of  anything  fraudulent  or  uniuir  in  itself? — A.  I  would  answer  that 
in  this  way,  that  I  would  not  regard  that  as  unusual,  but  rather  as  a  common  thing, 
and  thatrit  would  by  no  means  be  conclusive  evidence,  or  even  presumptive  evidence, 
to  my  mind,  that  there  was  any  fraud  going  on. 

Q.  How  lon^  have  you  occupied  this  position  of  supervising  the  elections  of  this 
county  f — A.  Since  the  15th  uf  October,  1878 — eighteen  years  this  coming  October. 

Q.  How  have  you  held  your  place  bo th  of  j  udge  and  commissioner  ? — ^A.  By  appoint- 
ment of  the  governor. 

Q.  How  many  governors  of  Georgia  have  you  received  your  commission  from  con- 
tinuously for  the  past  eighteen  years? — A.  I  think  five  or  six. 

Q.  Has  there  ever  been  any  opposition  to  you  from  the  beginning  down  to  the 

f resent  in  any  candidate  opposing  you  for  that  office? — A.  Since  October,  1878,  when 
was  first  appointed,  there  has  not  been  any  candidate  in  opposition. 

Q.  Who  were  some  of  those  governors  who  have  honored  you  with  this  position? — 
A.  Alfred  H.  Colquitt,  John  B.  Gordon 

Q.  Were  they  afterwards  Senators? — A.  Yes,  sir.  W.  J.  Northern,  Governor 
McDaniel. 

Q.  You  held  one  commission  under  Governor  Smith,  too,  did  you  not? — A.  Yes, 
sir.    I  was  solicitor  of  the  county  court  under  Smith. 

Q.  Have  you  had  the  unanimous  support  of  the  bar  and  the  generous  support  of 
the  people  from  the  date  of  your  commission  down  to  the  present  time? — A.  As  far 
as  tne  bar  is  concerned,  I  would  say  yes.  I  know  of  no  expressed  opposition,  imd 
tlike  it  for  granted  that  there  was  none.  There  is  only  one  member  of  the  bar  who 
ever  showed  any  opposition  to  me,  and  that  was  Mr.  Dutcher.  As  to  the  people,  I 
would  say  I  have  been  generously  supported  by  them.  flSH 

Q.  Mr.  Watson,  in  his  notice  of  contest,  claims  that  he  had  a  large  vote  here  which 
was  in  some  way  suppressed  or  not  counted  for  him.  Please  state  if  this  be  true,  or 
whether  the  contrary  is  true;  if  our  people  here,  and  the  colored  Democrats  and 
Republicans  were  practically  unanimous  for  Mr.  Black,  and  why. — A.  I  would  say 
that  1  do  not  see  how  any  vote  cast  for  Mr.  Watson  could  possibly  have  been  sup- 
pressed, or  how  any  vote  cast  for  him  was  not  counted.  Ample  means  were  offered 
or  presented  to  enable  every  voter  to  cast  his  vote.    At  each  precinct  there  were 
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three  managers,  one  of  whom  when  appointed  was  a  Popnlist,  and  there  were  nine 
clerks  in  the  room  where  the  votes  were  counted.  It  would  have  required  a  con- 
flpir«ftcy  on  the  part  of  the  three  manaffers  and  the  nine  clerks,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
representatives  of  either  side  that  could  have  beeu  there,  if  they  had  a  miscount  or 
s  suppression  of  the  ballots.  This  collusion  would  have  been  necessary  in  order  for 
any  vote  cast  to  have  been  suppressed  or  miscounted.  As  to  the  attitude  and  posi- 
tion of  the  people  in  this  county,  I  would  say  that  there  was  a  vtrry  decided  unanim- 
ity on  the  part  of  the  people,  and  that  Mr.  Black  received  the  hearty  support  not 
only  of  the  Democrats  but  also  of  the  Republicans.  In  this  county  the  colored  vote 
is  almost  exclusively  Republican.  He  received  a  very  large  support  of  the  colored, 
and  I  think  hail  the  support  of  every  white  Republican  in  the  county.  I  do  not  now 
recall  a  white  Republican  who  did  not  support  him. 

<^.  What  class  of  people  as  a  rule — and  why — voted  for  Mr.  Black,  and  took  an 
active  interest,  and  whyf — A.  Both  Democrats  and  Republicans  took  a  very  active 
intersst,  and  exerted  themselves  very  strenuously  to  secure  his  election,  on  acconnt 
of  the  feeling  engendered  during  that  campaign  and  the  previous  ones.  The  imprea- 
Hon  was  that  not  only  the  Democratic  party  and  its  leaders,  but  thot  also  the  Repub- 
lican party,  had  been  bitterly  assailed  by  the  Populist  party,  and  that  brought  ont 
the  strength  of  the  two  parties.  The  peoi)le  of  Augusta — the  merchants,  professional 
men,  the  business  men,  and  others — felt  that  the  success  of  Mr.  Watson  and  his 
party  would  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  city  and  their  business,  and  that 
the  resnlt  would  be  to  array  the  country  against  the  city  and  labor  against  capital, 
and  eni^ender  bad  feeling. 

Q.  What  element  in  the  community  was  chiefly  appealed  to.  and  what  feelings  were 
appealed  to,  by  the  Populists  and  their  leaders? — A.  Our  factory  population  mainly, 
th««  population  that  work  in  the  factories  and  were  around  the  factories.  The  migra- 
tory or  moving  population  were  generally  in  their  ranks  here. 

Q.  Were  their  prejudices  indamed  by  any  action  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Watson  and 
hu  leaders? — A.  As  I  stated  in  the  early  part  of  my  testimimy.  in  answer  to  other 
questions,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  aroused  and  manifested,  which  called  for 
the  baving  of  those  approat-hes  and  extra  police  officers  on  the  day  of  election. 

Q.  You  examined  the  registry  list,  I  suppose,  after  it  was  closed;  yon  are  familiar 
with  all  the  party  connections  of  p^'ople  in  this  county.  What  percentage  of  that 
clsMs  known  as  Mr.  Watson's  followers — ^how  many  votes,  in  your  opinion,  would 
have  been  the  extreme  limit  of  Mr.  Watson's  followers  on  that  registry  list? — A.  Th  e 
e<itiniate  that  I  placed  upon  it — and  I  believe  it  was  also  the  opinion  of  those  who 
wer»  familiar  with  the  population — that  his  ''ote  upon  the  registration  would  no  t 
exceed  1,000. 

(j.  Were  they  among  the  taxpayers  and  che  merchants  and  business  men  of  the 
community;  and  if  not,  among  whom  wr^rethey,  principally? — A.  I  would  say  prin- 
cipally among  nontaxpayers ;  very  lar/dy.  As  to  the  question  of  merchants,  there 
wero  among  them  merchants  in  the  far '£ory  settlements  and  in  the  outlying  districts. 
There  were  none  on  Broad  street  thyj  I  now  recall  or  in  the  main  business  center 'of 
the  town. 

Q.  Of  that  class  supporting  M*  •  Watson,  what  percentage  would  yon  say  could 
read  and  write? — A.  That  is  a  qur .  tion  I  oould  not  answer,  lliere  is  quite  a  number 
who  could  not.  About  what  per  enta^e  I  could  not  give. 
Q.  Did  they  have  many  of  the  colored  people? — A.  I  think  very  few. 
(4.  Did  they  or  not  belong  to  '  hat  class  who  were  easily  aroused  and  had  their  pas- 
siona  and  prejudices  appealed  to  by  incendiary  speeches  of  the  character  yon  have 
mentioned? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  a  large  number  of  those  among  Mr.  Wntson's  sap- 
yoTttn  were  those  who  could  be  easily  prejudiced  and  who(<e  prejudices  conlid  bf 
easily  excited. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  any  specific  acts  of  the  chairman  of  the  Populist  party  showing 
evidences  of  the  method  of  the  campaign,  and  calculated  to  produce  the  feeling  yoti 
have  mentioned,  in  a  boycott? — A.  I  will  say  this:  Mr.  .James  Barrett,  the  chairmac 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Popnlint  party  for  the  Tenth  Congressional  district, 
throagh  a  letter  addi'essed  to  the  different  members  of  the  executive  committee  of  that 
district,  suggested  and  advocated  a  boycott  of  Augusta  by  the  country. 

(Contestant's  connsfl  objects  to  the  evidence  as  to  the  contents  of  any  letter,  the 
letter  itself  being  the  best  evidence.) 

WiTNKSS.  I  will  state  that  the  letter  was  published  in  the  papers  here,  and  reache<l 
oar  people,  and  I  think  probably  did  more  than  anything  to  arouse  and  stir  the 
people. 
Q.  What  kind  of  boycott  did  he  advocate  ? — A.  A  business  boycott. 
(^-  Did  he  advise  them  not  to  ship  their  cotton  to  Augusta? — A.  I  would  hate  to 
go  into  the  details  of  tho  letter  without  seeing  it  again.  It  has  been  some  time,  and 
my  recollection  is  that  it  was  a  general  business  boycott. 

Q.  What  threats  were  made  and  what  effect  did  they  have  at  one  time  upon  our 
colored  population  about  their  being  killed,  or  something  of  that  kind,  If  they  came 
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to  the  polls  OD  that  day  to  vote  for  Mr.  Black,  aod  what  was  neoesBary  to  reamore 
our  colored  friends? — A.  I  would  state  that  tlie  Republican  vote,  being  colored,  they 
became  very  much  enlisted  and  aroused  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Black,  not  only  on  account 
of  their  kuowledfi;e  of  him,  he  beings  a  resident  of  this  city,  and  they  coming  in 
daily  contact  witn  him,  but  by  attacks  made  upon  the  Republican  party  by  Mr. 
Watson  himself,  where  he  criticised  the  Atlanta  exposition  managers  for  opening 
the  exposition  in  a  speech  by  Judge  Speer,  a  Republican,  and  also  for  his  attacki 
made  upon  Booker  Washington,  a  prouiiuent  colored  man  who  delivered  an  address 
at  the  exposition.  Then,  irom  the  reported  threats  made,  they  became  alarmed 
about  going  to  the  polls.  They  feu  red  that  violence  would  be  used  upon  the  part 
of  the  Populists  againsfthem. 

Q.  Were  such  rumors  freely  circulated  in  this  community  before  the  election  f— 
A.  Such  rumors  were  freely  circulated. 

Q.  W^as  there  any  reason  furnished  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Black  to  enlist  the  inter- 
ests of  the  colored  people,  or  any  tiling  in  his  treatment  of  the  colored  race  in  con- 
trast to  the  above,  that  enlisted  their  interest? — A.  Mr.  Black  had  lived  in  this 
community  amonfr  them  ever  since  the  cIohc  of  the  war.  He  was  recognized  as  their 
friend,  taking  an  interest  in  their  church  work  and  what  pertained  to  their  welfare. 

Q.  W^hat  in  reference  to  their  education? — A.  He  took  a  large  interest  in  their 
education. 

Q.  Resulting  in  what  educational  advantages  to  them  here?  Had  not  the  party 
claimed  aud  substantiated  that  it  was  through  iJeniocratic  legislation  and  through 
the  payment  of  tuxes  by  Democrats  that  the  colored  schools  and  educational  facili- 
ties here  were  given? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  those  facilities  as  compared  with  the  other  sections  of  the  State? — A. 
I  think  that  they  are  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  other  county  in  the  State.  They 
have  not  only  common  schools  but  they  have  a  high  school. 

Q.  How  many  months  in  the  year  are  those  schools  opened? — A.  They  have  nine 
mouths.  I  will  state  that  Richmond  County  not  only  contributors  by  local  taxation 
a  large  sum,  some  $45,000  or  $50,000,  besides  the  State  fund,  for  education,  but  their 
State  and  special  taxes  far  exceed  the  amount  of  appropriation  by  the  State  for 
Richmond  County  for  education. 

Q.  Therefore  she  contributes  to  the  rest  of  the  State  very  lar<rely  ? — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  true  that  in  the  couutry  counties  they  do  not  have  more  than  about  three 
months'  school? — A.  Yes,  sir;  about  live  months,  I  think. 

Q.  Is  it  not  possible  for  every  colored  person  of  school  age  to  attend  common  and 
high  schools  here  free  of  charge  for  nine  months  in  the  year? — A.  I  think  everyone 
can.  I  know  of  no  complaint  that  any  are  debarred  the  privile;^e.  The  facilities  are 
ample. 

Q.  Something  was  said  about  there  being  three  ballot  boxes.  Please  state  what 
the  truth  is  in  reference  to  them,  and  what  you  ordered  in  reference  to  them,  and 
why;  also  what  the  cuntom  is. — A.  The  law  requires  that  there  shall  be  three 
managers  at  each  precinct  and  that  ample  facilities  shall  l>e  allowed  parties  to  cast 
their  ballots.  From  experience  I  find  that  voting  from  registration  lists,  especially 
where  there  was  any  challenging,  and  that  was  a  thing  to  be  appiehended  woerever 
there  was  a  hot  comest  going  on,  that  voting  was  exceedingly  slow,  and  that  it  was 
impossible  between  the  hours  of  8  a.  m.  and  3  p.  ni.  to  count  with  any  certainty  on  a 
registry  lint  of  1,000  being  votfd  in  one  box.  If  the  contest  was  very  exciting  and 
challenges  frequent,  probably  not  more  than  500  or  600  could  be  votecl  between  the 
hours  of  8  a.  m.  and  3  p.  ni.  in  one  box.  In  counting  time  yon  have  to  take  the 
habits  and  customs  of  the  populutioi-.  I  do  not  mean  that  if  there  is  500  or  600 
voters  in  a  line  and  each  one  comes  up  and  votes  without  delay  that  it  will  take  so 
long.  But  there  are  certain  intervals  that  elapse  and  consume  the  time  when  there 
is  nobody  to  vote.  So,  considering  those  thint^s,  I  placed  at  the  First  Ward,  at  the 
Second  Ward,  the  Third  Ward,  and  the  Fifth  Ward  two  ballot  boxes  earh.  At  the 
Fourth  Ward,  where  there  were  over  2,000  registered  voters,  I  placed  three  ballot 
boxes  with  directions  and  instructions  that  these  ballot  boxes  were  to  be  under  the 
supervision  at  all  times  of  the  three  superintendents  of  the  election;  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  those  directions  were  not  faithfully  carried  out. 

Q.  Has  that  or  not  been  the  custom  here  for  several  years  past? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  if  you  are  acquainted  with  the  plan  upon  which  Major  Black  and  the 
managers  of  this  election,  with  reference  to  giving  the  people  a  fair  and  s<iuare  elec- 
tion, and  what  efforts  they  made  in  securing  a  registration  law  and  other  efibrts  to 
accomplish  that  result. — A.  I  will  state  that  I  had  fi  oquent  conversations  with  Major 
Black,  and  he  as  well  as  those  who  were  charge<i  with  the  management  of  his  cam- 
paign, those  who  were  nearest  to  him,  invariably  urged  and  insisted  that  the 
campaign  should  be  put  upon  a  high  plane,  and  that  every  eff(»rt  should  be  made  to 
prevent  fraud  and  irregularities.  I  know  that  Mr.  Black  in  his  conversations 
expressed  himself  to  me  that  way. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  he  approached  you  as  the  general  supervisor. — A.  He 
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upproaebed  me  npon  that  line,  and  asked  that  everything  be  done  to  prevent  irrega- 
luitiefi. 

(Contestant's  conns*)]  objects  to  private  conversations  between  contestee  and  the 
witness  being  given  by  witness,  the  same  not  being  proper  evidence.) 

By  Mr.  Wbight: 

Q.  Are  jon  not  the  officer  charged  with  the  election  machinery  of  the  connty,  and 
did  he  not  approach  you  in  yonr  official  capacity  with  that  request? — A.  When  yon 
interrapted  me  I  was  abont  to  state  that  I  did  not  regard  his  conversations  as  private 
and  as  simply  between  iudividnals,  bnt  as  conversations  had  with  me  as  the  party 
ebareed  with  the  appointment  of  the  managers  and  the  arrangements  for  the  election^ 
in  which  he  asked  that  everything  be  done  and  every  precaption  taken  to  secure  a 
fsir  election.    Those  conversations  were  prior  to  the  election'. 

Q.  Did  he  not,  in  his  pnblic  utterances  to  the  people,  beseech  his  party  friends  to 
do  nothing  that  was  not  calculated  to  result  in  a  pure  ballot  f — A.  He  did  it  on  two 
ore anoua  m  the  Opera  House  in  pnblic  addresses. 

(^.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  registration  law  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  which  this 
election  was  held,  was  not  inspired  and  actnallv  presented  and  carried  to  passage  by 
Mr.  black  snd  his  political  friends  in  Richmond  County? — A.  The  act  was  introduced 
and  pushed  to  a  passage  throncrh  Mr.  W.  H.  Fleming,  aVeprcRentative  from  Richmond 
Cnanty,  and  he  was  and  has  always  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  Mr.  Black,  and  in 
this  movement  he  had  the  beart.v  support  of  Mr.  Black  and  his  friends. 

Q.  Are  yon  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Populists  in  the  legislature,  and  espe- 
cially those  from  this  Tenth  Congressional  district,  opposed  the  passage  of  that  reg- 
istration lawt  * 

iCoutestanVs  counsel  objects  to  this  qnestion,  as  the  answer  of  the  witness  mast 
Deoessarily  be  hearsay;  that  the  records  of  the  legislature  would  be  the  best 
evidence  of  how  the  Populists  voted  on  that  question.) 

WiTNBSS.  I  would  say  that  my  understanding  was  that  it  receive^l  the  opposition 
of  the  populist  vote  in  the  legislature. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  C.  E.  McGregor,  Mr.  Watson's  campaign  manager  in  this  last  elec- 
tion, in  the  senate  at  the  time  of  the  passatre  of  said  registration  law,  and  did  not 
he  in  his  pnblic  addresses  in  the  senate  and  through  tlie  press  antagonize  that  law  ? — 
A.  He  was  in  the  senate,  and  my  understanding  was  tnat  he  was  the  most  active 
opponent  in  the  legislature  and  through  the  press  against  the  bill. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  McGref^or  Mr.  Watson's  campaign  manager  in  this  Inst  election? — 
A.  That  was  the  reputation  he  bore  in  this  community. 

(^.  Something  was  said  by  Mr.  .James  L.  C:irtled<;e,  while  a  witness  on  the  stand, 
about  being  at  the  First  Ward  some  fifteen  minutes,  and  that  within  that  time  some 
90  votes  were  polled.  I  will  ask  yon  if  the  p<dlini;  of  such  a  number  of  votes  in  that 
time  is  possible;  snd  if  not,  why  f—  A.  I  would  state  th.'it  I  would  rcmsider  it  a  phys- 
ical iiipossibility  lor  90  votes  to  be  ptdled  under  the  registration  hiw  in  fifteen  min- 
Qt<'8.  In  the  firiit  jdace  the  regintry  list  Ims  to  be  searched  over  to  find  the  voter's 
naaie;  ihen  bis  name  has  to  be  written  down  by  three  clerks  on  the  polling  lint  at 
that  precinct;  the  bnllothns  to  be  numbered  and  phieed  in  the  box;  then,  of  course, 
there  is  time  lost  in  the  voter  getting  to  his  position  and  leaving;  so  that  it  wonld 
1«  a  physical  impossibility,  in  my  jndgnieut,  for  90  voters  to  east  their  ballots 
within  tifreen  minutes. 

(j.  Wonld  it  not  take  at  least  from  two  to  three  minutes  of  swift  work  fur  each 
voter  to  call  out  his  name,  have  it  senrclie<l  for  on  the  registry  list,  have  his  b.'illot 
tiitndiered,  and  his  npme  recorded  by  the  three  clerks? — A.  1  should  think  it  wonld 
take  at  least  three  minutes  to  do  so.  I  do  not  think  that  it  could  be  done  under 
three  minutes,  if  within  that  time.  I  don't  think  that,  without  challenging,  it  could 
l»edone  nnder  three  minutes;  and  of  course  the  time  was  lengthened  just  in  pro- 
portion to  the  interrnptions. 

Q.  Yon  have  referred  to  the  threats  and  incendiary  speeches  of  the  Populists.  I 
will  ask  you  if  one  Mr.  Walden,  a  representative  in  the  legislature  from  the  county 
of  Glascock,  in  this  district,  did  not,  through  the  public  prints  of  his  party,  counsel 
**  bloo«l  and  the  torch,*'  or  some  lan«;uage  like  that,  in  this  last  campaign  i — A.  I  heard 
that  there  was  a  statement  from  that  gentleman,  but  my  recollection  is  now  indis- 
tinct as  to  its  o<mtents,  and  I  would  not  like  to  pretend  to  quote  his  language  with- 
ont  recalling  it  fnlly.  I  know  that  he  went  very  far  to  sustain  the  idea  of  a  boycott, 
bat  the  other  part  of  the  letter  I  could  rot  say. 

<  Contestant  s  counsel  objects  to  any  statement  of  the  witness  as  to  what  he  saw  in 
a  fommunication  from  Mr.  Walden,  the  communication  itself  being  the  best  evidence.) 

By  Mr.  Wright; 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  or  something  has  been  put  in  evidence  by  the  con- 
testant referring  to  the  United  States  census  showing  the  population  of  Richmond 
Coanty,  etc.  I  will  ask  yon  if  that  census  is  a  correct  census,  and  why  is  it  not  a 
complete  census  of  our  population? — A.  I  will  say  that  I  did  not  regard  it  as  correct 
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At  the  time  it  was  taken.  Five  years  have  elapsed  since,  and  the  popalation  has 
very  largely  increased.  My  recollection  is  that  the  city  of  Augusta  and  the  board  of 
education  took  a  census  very  much  about  the  same  time,  and  the  census  of  the  city 
and  the  county  was  very  much  in  excess  of  the  Federal  census. 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  the  statement  of  the  witness  as  to  the  censns  and 
what  it  showed  that  was  taken  by  the  county  officials  and  the  city,  the  censns  itself 
being  the  best  evidence.) 

By  Mr.  Lamar: 

Q.  What  time  was  the  Federal  census  taken? — ^A.  It  was  what  was  known  as  the 
census  of  1890,  and  I  think  was  taken  about  1890. 

By  Mr.  Wright: 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  the  Richmond  County  census  was  in  amount  of  popn- 
lation  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  the  day  of  the  election — at  what  wards? — A.  I  voted  in  the 
village  of  Snmmerville — the  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district.  I  came  by 
the  Fourth  Ward,  and  went  for  a  short  while  to  the  First  Ward,  and  remained  the 
rest  of  the  day  at  the  court-house. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  your  visits  to  those  wards  and  remaining  at  the  court-house 
was  to  observe  the  character  of  the  election  and  see  what  was  going  on—its  re^- 
larities  or  its  irregularities? — A.  M^y  object  in  going  to  the  village  of  SummerviIIe 
was  to  cast  my  ballot,  as  I  was  rec^uired  to  vote  there.  I  came  by  the  Fourth  Ward 
in  order  to  see  the  condition  of  aftairs  there,  that  being  one  of  the  points  that  we 
apprehended  trouble  if  any  was  to  be.  I  found  everything  quiet  and  orderly  there 
and  no  complaints  were  made  to  me  of  any  irregularities.     I  saw  no  evidences  of  such. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  that  would  put  you  on  suspicion  even  of  any  repeating 
going  on  there? — A.  I  did  not.  I  was  not  impressed  any  more  than  that  a  popular 
election  was  taking  place.  There  was  nothing  to  arouse  my  suspicion;  nor  did  I 
see  anything  at  the  First  Ward,  nor  at  the  Second.  I  was  not  advised  myself  of  any 
such,  and  no  complaints  were  lodged  with  me  of  any  irregularities. 

Q.  Your  office  was  fight  near  the  polls  at  the  Second  Ward? — A.  Right  in  this 
building ;  rieht  over  the  room  in  which  the  voting  took  place.  The  Second  Ward  is 
at  the  court-nouse.  My  office  is  on  the  second  floor  of  the  wing  of  the  building,  and 
the  precinct  was  in  the  basement  or  first  story. 

Q.  Would  you  have  been  the  proper  officer  to  complain  to  if  there  had  been  any 
irregularities  going  on?  Outsiue  of  the  managers,  would  you  not  have  been  the 
proper  officer  to  be  a])pealed  to  if  there  had  been  any  complaint  of  any  irregulari- 
ties?— A.  As  a  judicial  officer,  they  would  have  applied  to  me  for  warrants  to  arrest 
the  parties  or  for  direction  to  be  given  to  the  sheriff,  and  if  anything  had  been  done 
by  tne  managers  it  would  have  been  natural  for  them  to  have  come  to  me  with  the 
complaint,  I  uein^  the  appointing  power.    None  was  made. 

Q.  Did  you,  while  around  the  ]>olls  at  the  Second  Ward,  at  the  First  Ward,  at  the 
Fourth  Ward,  or  at  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district,  see  any  evidence  or 
signs  of  repeating  or  other  irregularities?  If  such  had  been  going  on  while  yon  were 
there,  would  you  not,  as  an  experienced  officer  and  conversant  with  elections,  have 
been  as  apt  to  have  seen  it  as  anybody  else  ? — A.  I  think,  with  the  experience  1  have 
had,  that  if  there  had  been  any  irregnlarities  that  my  attention  would  have  been 
attracted  to  it,  and,  also,  that  if  there  had  been,  others  would  have  called  my  atten- 
tion to  it.  I  would  like  to  state  this :  After  the  election  was  over  I  came  across  a 
set  of  resolutions  purporting  to  be  adopted  by  the  executive  committee  of  the  Popn- 
list  party,  in  which,  among  other  things,  they  assailed  Mr.  William  H.  Uargraves  as 
being  a  ''Yankee  Republican. '^  He  was  one  of  the  managers  appointed  by  me  at 
the  instance  of  the  representatives  of  the  Populist  party  at  the  close,  or  about  the 
close,  of  his  labors  as  registrar. 

Q.  Was  there  any  objection  to  him  by  the  Populists  until  after  the  election? — A. 
Not  a  particle.  In  fact  his  name  was  presented  by  them.  He  was  one  of  the  parties 
urged  to  be  appointed. 

Q.  Was  bis  name  not  also  published  in  the  list  of  managers? — ^A.  His  name  was 
published  as  a  marager  at  the  court-house — at  this  prerinct. 

Q.  How  many  days  before  the  election? — A.  I  think  four  or  five  days  before  the 
election. 

Q.  Was  he  not  also  appointed  by  Judge  Callaway  as  the  Populist  registrar  for  the 
county  of  Richmond? — A.  He  was. 

Q.  Was  there  ever  any  objection  or  protest,  during  the  progress  of  registration  and 
his  duties  as  re;;istrar,  by  the  Populists? — A.  Of  course,  I  do  not  know  what  was 
made  to  .Judge  Callaway,  but  no  complaint  ever  reached  me. 

Q.  He  is  charged  by  Mr.  Watson,  in  his  notice  of  contest,  as  being  an  Independent. 
Do  you,  or  not,  know  that  he  has  always  acted  with  the  Populists  in  this  county, 
and  been  repeatedly  given  you  at  each  successive  Populist  election  as  one  of  their 
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chosen  representatives  as  manM^er  of  the  election  f — ^A.  He  has  been  frequently 
ippoioted  an  election  manager  lor  the  Populists,  and  at  their  request.  On  former 
occMions  his  name  was  ftimished,  I  think,  by  Mr.  Barrett,  the  chairman  of  thfr 
rxecutive  committee.  I  am  confident  he  fnmisned  the  names  for  either  the  election 
ot  1892  or  1894. 

Q.  That  card  which  you  state  was  issued  by  the  Populist  executive  committee  of 
this  county  after  the  election,  referring  to  him  as  a  '*  Yankee  Republican/'  was  signed 
by  whom  f — A.  It  was  signed  by  Mr.  James  Barrett,  chairman,  and  Mr.  Gordon  C» 
Williams,  secretary. 

Q.  Who  is  Qordon  C.  Williams?  Where  is  he  nowf — ^A.  He  is  now  on  the  city 
chain  gang  as  a  convict  of  the  county. 

Q.  Was  lie  convicted  by  a  jury,  or  by  whom? — A.  He  plead  guilty. 

(^.  Yon  say  this  circular  was  signed  by  James  Barrett  as  chairman  and  by  Gordox> 
C.  Williams  as  secretary  of  the  Populist  executive  committee? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Something  is  said  in  the  notice  of  contest  about  the  ballot  boxes  being  placed 
BO  far  back  in  the  building  as  to  be  invisible.  What  were  your  instructions  as  to* 
the  matter  of  ballot  boxes,  and  were  those  instructions  carried  ont? — A.  The  instruc- 
tion was  that  the  ballot  box  or  ballot  boxes  should  be  so  placed  and  arranged  that 
they  «honld  at  all  times  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  superintendents,  and,  as  far 
aa  I  know,  that  instruction  was  carried  out. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  have  any  complaint  before  or  since  the  election  to  the  contrary  ? — 
A.  Xo  complaint  has  been  made  to  me.  The  ballot  boxes  at  the  precincts  that  1 
visited  on  tne  day  of  the  election  were  near  enough  so  as  to  be  reached  by  the  man- 
ager receiving  the  vote  to  deposit  it,  and  there  was  no  obstruction  at  any  of  the 
places  so  as  to  prevent  all  three  of  them  seeing  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  registrars  of  Richmond  County — their  character  in  the  com- 
monity?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  all  three  of  them,  personally. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  as  to  the  standing  and  character  of  the  Democratic  mem* 
ben  of  the  registrars,  Mr.  P.  J.  Sullivan  and  Dr.  Neil  Mclnnes? — A.  I  have  known 
Mr.  P.  J.  Sullivan  for  many  years.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  this  bar.  He  is  a 
man  of  high  character  and  reliability.  Dr.  Mclnnes  I  have  also  known  intimately. 
He  is  a  resident  of  the  mral  district,  by  profession  a  retired  physician,  a  man  of* 
tteanii,  of  education,  of  culture,  and  thoroughly  reliable  in  every  respect. 

Q.  1  will  ask  yon  if  yon  would  not  regard  Mr.  W.  H.  Hnrgraves  as  perhaps  among 
the  most  representative  and  reputable  of  the  Populists  of  the  county  ? — A.  I  have 
known  Mr.  Hargraves  for  years;  I  think  may  be  twenty  years — as  far  back  as  I  can 
remember.  I  do  not  know  of  a  more  reliable,  honest,  straightforward  man  in  the- 
eommnnity. 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  city  does  the  Rev.  William  Dunbar  live  in  and  preach  in? — 
A.  He  lives  in  the  Fourth  Ward  of  the  city,  in  what  is  known  as  the  Augusta  factory 
«ection.  He  preaches  at  Asbury  church,  which  I  think  is  located  on  D'Antignao 
itre^t,  and  is  in  the  southwest  comer  of  the  ward. 

Q.  His  parishioners,  then,  would  belong  to  that  class  of  people  that  work  ont 
there  iu  tnat  factory  district? — A.  His  con;>^regation  is  largely  made  up  of  opera- 
tirei  of  the  Angnsta  factory. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  he  is  not  a  right  enthusiastic  politico-relie^ionist? — A.  1  have 
known  Mr.  Dunbar  for  a  good  many  years.  I  knew  him  before  he  went  into  the 
miniatry.    He  is  a  very  impulsive  man. 

Q.  State  what  sort  of  part  he  has  taken  in  the  local  contests  here  and  how  he  has- 
demeaned  himself. — A.  He  has  been  rather  conspicuous  in  politics  for  the  past  year. 
He  was  a  supporter  of  Mr.  Watson.  He  was  chairman  of  the  advisory  council  of 
the  A.  P.  A.'s;  also  a  member  of  one  of  their  local  councils,  and,  you  might  say,  was- 
active  in  politics. 

^.  Methodist  preachers,  I  believe,  are  itinerary,  are  they  not?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  How  long  has  Mr.  Stradley  been  a  resident  of  this  city? — A.  I  think  this  ia 
pMbably  Mr.  Stradley's  third  year. 

(j.  Is  be  a  native  Georgian,  or  did  he  ever  live  in  Georgia  before? — A.  No,  sir;  he 
is  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  was  afterwards  transferred  to  California  and  tnere- 
reoiained  for  a  nnmber  of  years,  and  was  brought  and  stationed  at  St.  John's  upon 
beiojr  bronght  to  the  Georgia  Conference. 

Q.  Then,  he  is  a  comparative  stranger  here? — ^A.  His  acquaintance  does  not  date 
l>tek  more  than  two  years,  if  that  far.  He  commenced  his  third  year  about  the  mid- 
<ileof  December;  I  think  this  is  his  third  year. 

^.  Do  yon  know  whether  or  not  he  ever  participated,  as  a  citizen,  in  any  of  our 
pohlic  afiairs  or  enterprises,  or  is  he  a  comparative  stranger  here  ? — A.  I  think  he  haa- 
eonfined  himself  mainly  to  his  church  work,  and  has  not  taken  part  in  public  meet- 
uigA  or  movements. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  time  the  registrars  were  engaged  in  investigating  par- 
ties alleged  to  have  been  illegally  registered?  Are  you  able  to  give  us  any  light  on 
the  (abject  of  the  performance  of  their  duties— whether  they  were  conducted  fairly 
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«nd  squarely  f — A.  As  I  stated  before,  my  office  is  in  the  conrt-honse,  and  the  board 
of  registrars  did  their  work  lust  across  the  ball  ftom  my  office.  I  was  in  and  out  of 
there  each  day,  and  saw  their  manner  of  proceeding  and  how  they  conducted  their 
investigations. 

Q.  State  if  they  were  diligent  and  painstaking  in  their  work,  as  far  as  yoa  roold 
Judge.— A.  I  will  state  that  I  was  present  on  the  first  day  when  a  nnmlierof  liats  of 
names  were  handed  in  by  Mr.  Thomson  and  others.  Those  lists  were  tiled  with  the 
chairman  of  the  board,  and  while  they  were  not  in  much  form  as  could  be  regarded 
4UI  legal  challengeSi  I  took  the  position,  aud  the  registrars  acted  in  the  same  way, 
that  those  names  having  been  called  to  their  attention,  that  tliey  should  investigate 
them.  I  know  that  they  went  to  work  aud  put  clerks  to  making  out  suminous  aud 
officers  to  serving  them.  They  summoned  every  man  whose  name  was  attached  to 
4in  affidavit.  Part  of  this  was  done  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hargrares.  Then 
«very  party  whom  they  claimed  to  have  received  information  from  wus  sammoned 
and  produced,  and  nearly  everyone  for  whom  a  summons  wuh  issued  showed  np.  I 
•can  not  now  recall  any  who  dia  not,  when  his  name  was  reached  on  the  docket:  he 
responded  and  presented  himself,  and  the  investigators  were  examined.  A  number 
of  them,  after  being  questioned,  admitted  that  their  affidavits  were  atuaoLed  to  V\Mi 
that  they  knew  nothing  about.  I  wns  impressed  that  the  registrars  made  a  very 
thorough  investigation  in  the  matter,  especially  when  you  take  into  coiiRideration 
"the  short  time  allowed.  They  went  into  every  case,  aud  got  all  the  testimony  that 
was  presented  to  them  and  had  the  parties  present. 

Q.  Something  was  said  by  some  of  those  m  this  case  about  canvassers,  to  the  effect 
-that  the  registrars  did  not  show  any  especial  desire  to  got  at  the  truth.  What  is  the 
result  of  your  observation  on  that  p(»intf — A.  My  observation  was  that  they  endeav- 
ored earnestly  to  secure  the  truth,  and  every  facility  fvas  offered  to  get  it. ' 

Q.  What  facilities f — A.  Officers  were  furnished  to  serve  the  summons;  they  had 
4bmple  clerks  to  make  tliem  out. 

Q.  When  ]mrties  appeared  before  the  registrars,  what  was  the  character  of  the 
investigations  by  the  registrars  as  lo  trying  to  get  at  the  truth  f — A.  They  sifted 
thoroughly  the  challengers,  the  party  upon  whose  affidavit  the  investigation  waa 
had,  and  he  was  asked  for  any  additional  testimony  ou  the  line,  and  they  had  the 
party  whos«  registration  was  assailed  present  to  answer.  Frequently  the  parties 
would  sununon  parties  to  identify  them  to  show  that  their  registration  whs  corre'^t 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  a  large  number  of  those  on  those  challenged  lists 
handed  in  were  not,  upon  the  investigation  and  comparison  with  the  registered 
voters' list,  found  not  to  have  been  on  the  registered  voters  list  at  allf — A.  There 
were  quite  a  large  number.  Sometimes  there  would  be  six  or  eight,  or  probably  a 
dozen,  in  one  list  that  would  not  be  there. 

Q.  I  will  ank  you  if  upon  those  challenged  lists  it  was  not  found,  by  comparison 
with  the  registered  voters*  list,  that  the  numbers  of  the  streets  in  many  instances 
jvere  not  improperly  given  in  the  challenged  lists? — A.  I  will  state  this :  That  for  my 
own  information  I  was  anxious  to  see  just  how  far  there  was  something  in  those 
charges,  and  I  took  up  a  list  and  saw  that  some  of  the  parties  were  registered  at 
places  where  I  knew  it  w.ih  impossible  for  parties  to  live.  For  instance,  a  party  was 
located  on  the  list  that  was  handed  in  ns  living  on  Marbury  street,  between  the 
third  level  of  the  canal  and  cotton  oil  mill,  up  in  that  section  where  I  pass  two  nr 
three  times  a  day,  and  I  knew  that  there  wore  no  houses  there.  So,  to  satisfy 
myself  as  to  how  much  there  was  in  it,  I  went  to  the  voters'  book  and  to  the  list  trnd 
found  that  that  individual  had  registered  and  gave  both  the  number  and  location  of 
a  house  out  on  Kailroad  avenue,  nearly  two  miles  from  the  point  where  they  claimed 
him  to  have  registered  from — where  the  party  canvassing  claimed  he  had'  given  u 
his  place  of  residence.  I  found  quite  a  number,  and  those  facts  were  brought  out 
before  the  board  of  registrars  in  the  investigations.  It  was  shown  that  quite  a 
dififerent  residence  entirely  was  given  from  that  which  the  canvasser  claimed  waa 
given  at  the  time  of  registering. 

Q.  In  other  words,  I  understand  your  answer  to  be  this:  That,  by  comparing  the 
-challenged  list  with  the  registered  list,  you  found  the  challenged  list  was  erroneoaa 
in  those  particulars? — A.  Yes,  sir.  To  show  the  thoroughness  and  spirit  with  which 
the  registrars  seemed  to  have  gone  into  their  work,  I  now  recall  distinctly  a  case  that 
was  investigated.  A  voter  by  the  name  of  Hill  was  charged  by  the  canvasser  to 
have  registered  from  an  avenue  out  by  the  orphan  asylum;  the  canvasser  got  on  the 
-stand  and  swore  that  he  had  been  to  every  house  on  that  avenue ;  that  he  saw  aud 
inquired  of  two  women — giving  their  names,  aud  that  no  such  man  live<l  on  that 
avenue.  When  the  two  women  were  summoned  and  brought  up,  they  testified  that 
there  was  a  man  by  name  of  Hill  that  lived  there  but  his  was  a  different  eiven  name 
and  that  they  did  not  know  the  other.  They  summoned  the  Hill  who  lived  out  there. 
Hill  came  in  and  said  that  he  lived  at  No.  4  on  that  avenue;  that  he  knew  .Inioes 
Hill,  the  man  challenged,  who  was  his  brother,  and  that  he  lived  with  him  up  there 
no  til  a  few  weeks  before,  when  he  had  been  married  and  had  gone  to  live  with  his 
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wife  oat  in  the  soathem  part  of  the  city,  and  that  he  was  living  there  with  him  at 
the  time  he  registered  as  living  in  that  hoase.  Then  James  Uul  himself  was  pro* 
duced.    That  was  one  of  the  instances  that  I  distinctly  recall  the  facts  in. 

V.  Was  that  somewhat  a  sample  of  the  way  in  which  the  registrars  ran  down 
those  challenged  lists? — A.  As  far  as  their  names  were  given  they  pursued  that  idea. 

Q.  You  referred  to  the  nnmber  of  subpoDnas  issued.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  saw  » 
Uxfe  number  of  the  parties  challenged  themselves  produced  beibre  the  registrars  to 
show  the  legality  of  their  registration! — ^A.  I  know  that  a  very  large  number,  if  not 
the  entire  number^  of  those  challenged,  had  summons  issued  for  them.  I  know  fur^ 
ihtr,  as  the  commissioner  of  roads  and  revenue,  that  I  paid  the  sheriff  for  serving' 
the  lOMue  some  ^300  or  $400,  which  would  indicate  that  there  were  some  700  or  80& 
Bubpa^nas  served  by  the  officers.  Others  were  served  by  individuals  who  claimed  to 
have  known  them. 

(4.  How  many  responded? — A.  I  am  unable  to  say;  but  nearly  all,  I  think.  Aa 
ast  as  their  names  were  called,  and  one  could  be  investigated,  others  responded. 
And  the  haUway  and  the  adjoining  room  was  full  of  them,  and  that  lasted  for  a 
nomber  of  days.    I  do  not  recall  now  how  many. 

V.  l>o  yoo  or  not  know  whether  Mr.  W.  H.  Hargraves,  the  Populist  registrar  on 
that  board,  was  present  and  participated  in  that  investigation? — ^A.  I  never  entered 
thai  room  where  their  sessions  were  held  that  Mr.  Har^^raves  was  not  present. 

Q.  Did  he  or  not  participate  and  acquiesce  in  the  investigations  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  registrars  in  those  various  cases? — A.  He  did.  I  saw  no  differences  of 
opinion  in  any  case;  and,  when  the  lists  were  completed,  Mr.  Uargraves  signed  the 
bats  as  correct. 

<^.  Something  was  said,  I  think,  by  one  or  possibly  more  of  the  Populist  wit- 
newes,  about  an  air  of  levity  prevailing  in  the  registrar's  court  during  that  inves- 
tii^tion.  Did  you  witness  any  unseemly  levity,  or  any  conduct  of  that  kind,  unbe- 
oumiDg  the  dignity  or  decorum  of  that  court? — A.  I  did  not.  I  was  not  impressed 
with  the  lack  of  dignity  on  the  part  of  the  three  gentlemen. 

i^.  With  what  decorum  or  dignity  of  manner  were  their  investigations  conducted 
liahng  your  presence? — ^A.  Mr.  Sullivan  was  the  chairman,  and  he  was  the  one  who 
Sisinly  did  the  questioning ;  and  I  thought  that  he  was  very  dignified,  as  much  so 
te  i  oald  possibly  be  expected.    1  saw  nothing  that  showed  a  lack  of  proper  dignity. 

i^.  What  was,  in  a  general  way,  the  character  of  the  evidence  that  was  sought  to 
be  introduced  by  the  challenges? — A.  It  was  almost  invariably  hearsay ;  what  some- 
body told  them. 

V!  Was  it  definite  or  loose? — ^A.  It  was  generally  indefinite. 

V.  How  was  it  as  to  being  such  evidence  as  would  be  receivable  in  any  court? — 
i.  It  would  not  be  admissible  in  a  court  of  justice  where  the  rules  of  law  prevailed. 

<^.  The  testimouv  of  the  challenges  or  of  those  challenging  would  not  be? — A.  No, 
nr;  I  mean  that  of  the  challengers  or  canvassers. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  John  T.  West: 

Q.  If  I  understand  your  position  as  judge  of  the  city  court,  you  have  the  assess- 
ment of  taxes;  that  is,  the  assessment  of  taxes  to  be  paid? — A.  The  law  is  this:  I 
make  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  for  the  year — the  treasurer  and  myself  together 
make  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expenses  of  the  various  departments  in  the  county 
for  the  ensuing  year,  witn  what  rate  of  taxation  will  be  necessary  to  cover  the  uec- 
cttary  departments.  That  is  submitted  to  the  grand  jury  at  the  April  term,  and  the 
gnnd  jury  eiUier  raise  or  lower  it  and  fix  the  amount. 

Q.  Then  you  also  have  charge  of  the  machinery  for  enforcing  that  payment  of  taxes 
m  the  appointment  of  the  county  bailifi's? — A.  No,  sir;  the  system  is,  that  when  the 
^f^hi  is  completed  by  the  receiver  and  approved  by  the  comptroller-general  of  the 
State,  he  sends  the  State  rate  to  the  tax  collector,  who  is  elected  by  the  peo]>le  and 
vho  is  the  county  officer  required  by  law  to  collect  the  taxes  fixed  by  the  grand  jury 
for  eounty  purposes.  Then  he  collects  them,  and  on  the  20th  of  December  whatever 
Rmsins  unpaid  is  placed  in  execution  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  (who  is 
>1«>  elected  by  the  people  and  who  appoints  his  own  officers)  for  collection. 

Q.  HaTe  yon  not  got  the  appointment  of  certain  county  mounted  bailiffs  or  officers 
of  tlie  county? — A.  There  is  a  local  act  authoriziug  the  appointment  of  county  police 
or  pstrolmen,  not  exceeding  four  in  number.  They  are  for  the  purpose  of  suppress- 
iaff  crime  and  keeping  order.    Under  that  act  I  have  made  one  appointment. 

Q.  You  also  have  the  direction,  management,  and  control  of  the  roads? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

<).  Yon  are  also  the  head  and  have  general  supervision  and  management  of  the 
vorking  of  the  roads  and  of  the  convicts  on  those  roads? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Those  are  county  convicts? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  are  those  men  tried;  in  what  court? — A.  They  are  tried  in  the  city  court, 
orer  whieh  I  preside  as  judge,  and  in  the  superior  court. 

Q.  What  ouier  legislative  or  tax-making  powers  have  ^ou  in  Richmond  County 
other  than  what  you  have  stated? — ^A.  I  have  no  legislative  powers  at  all.    I  have 
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no  power  for  taxation  other  than  that  I  have  ennmerated  except  the  correcting  of 
errors  in  the  digest  and  the  passing  npon  the  insolvent  list  of  the  tax  collector. 

Q.  What  other  execntive  powers  have  yon  besides  the  supervision  of  roads  and  as 
to  the  matter  of  taking  the  duties  that  used  to  develop  upon  the  ordinary,  etc.,  in 
management  f — A.  I  have  general  supervision  of  the  jail,  and  the  almshouse  and  the 
paupers. 

Q.  Who  appoints  the  jailerf — A.  The  sheriff. 

Q.  Did  you  not  use  to  have  the  appointment  of  the  jailerf — A.  No,  sir.  Prior  to 
the  rescinding  of  the  contract  that  existed  between  the  city  and  the  county  the  jailer 
was  a  city  officer  and  was  elected  by  the  city  council.  After  that  it  became  the 
property  of  the  county  and  then  went  under  the  operation  of  the  general  law  which 
places  the  jail  in  the  charge  and  custody  of  the  sneriff,  with  power  to  appoint  the 
Jailer,  who  is  a  deputy. 

Q.  And  you,  by  virtue  of  takins  the  position  of  the  ordinary,  have  general  snper- 
vision  of  the  jailf — A.  I  have  &e  paying  of  the  sheriff  for  taking  care  of  the 
prisoners. 

Q.  The  fee,  etc.! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  a  Democrat,  I  presume? — A.  I  rather  think  I  am;  I  am  under  that 
impression.    I  have  never  been  anything  else. 

Q.  All  those  governors  under  whom  you  have  received  your  appointments  have  all 
been  Democrats f — ^A.  All  Democrats;  ves,  sir. 

Q.  Then  your  tenure  of  office  depends  upon  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  the  State,  does  it  notf — A.  I  suppose  it  does.  I  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  that 
my  tenure  will  be  shortened  b^r  their  failure  to  retain  power. 

Q.  Did  yon  receive  any  appointment  from  Qovemor  Atkinson  f — A.  No,  sir;  he  has 
had  no  opportuuity  to  make  one. 

Q.  When  did  you  receive  your  last  appointment? — ^A.  Under  Governor  Northern. 

Q.  How  long  ago? — A.  About  two  years  ago. 

Q.  That  was  pending  your  service  of  some  other  appointment,  was  it  not? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  the  appointment  that  was  made  two  years  a^o  go  into  effect,  or  has 
it  gone  into  effect  yet? — A.  There  are  about  two  years  unexpired. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  appoint  as  election  managers  at  the  First  Ward  ?  —A.  I  appointed 
Mr.  L.  W.  Kent,  Populist;  Mr.  W.  A.  Muse,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  Mr.  James  L. 
Robertson,  Democrats. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Kent  serve? — A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Who  served  in  his  place? — ^A.  That  I  can  not  recall. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  whether  he  was  a  Populist  or  Democrat? — A.  I  do  not  recall  that. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  were  appointed  last  year  as  managers  of  the  First 
Ward? — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  refresh  my  memory  and  let  you  know. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  it  was  the  same  two  Democrats,  or  one  of  them,  that 
served  iu  1894? — ^A.  I  think  I  do  recall  it.  I  don't  know  but  what  Mr.  Kent  was 
also  appointed  before. 

Q.  But  he  did  not  serve,  did  he? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir,  but  I  think  he  did.  I  am 
rather  confident  that  he  did  serve  before. 

Q.  Who  were  appointed  at  the  Second  Ward,  or  court-house  precinct? — A.  Mr.  John 
D.  Sheeban,  Mr.  W.  H.  Hargraves,  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Lamar. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hargraves  serve  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  if  these  same  gentlemen  were  appointed  in  1894? — A.  I  do 
not  recall,  but  I  think  that  probably  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Hargraves  that  they 
were  not. 

Q.  In  1892,  do  you  recall? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  appointed  Mr.  Neibling  in  1892  and  in  1894,  did  you  not?— A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Were  not  practically,  the  same  managers,  with  some  variations,  appointed  in 
1895  for  the  Congressional  election  as  in  1894? — ^A.  I  think  you  might  find  by  com- 
parison some  of  the  same  men. 

Q.  You  could  not  get  other  men  for  those  elections? — A.  I  sought  the  best  men  I 
could  get,  and  it  required  men  qualified  for  the  place — men  who  are  qnick  in  finding 
names  on  the  registration  list  and  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  holding  elections. 

Q.  Mr.  Black  claimed  there  was  a  Populist  appointed  at  each  precinct  except  one. 
Did  you  name  a  Populist  for  every  district? — A.  Yes,  sir;  for  every  district. 

Q.  I  notice  Mr.  Bryan  Lawrence  was  appointed  as  a  clerk  by  you  at  the  court- 
house.— A.  If  3'ou  saw  him  in  the  list  he  was. 

Q.  He  had  previously  been  acting  as  one  of  the  managers  at  the  conrt-houBe?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  the  Populista  any  representation  in  clerks?— A.  I  don't  think  I 
did.  There  may  have  been  Populists,  but  they  were  not  appointed  as  Populists. 
The  representation  was  in  the  managers. 

Q.  You  stated  yon  were  in  the  office  of  the  tax  collector  frequently  daring  the 
registration.    You  were  well  known  as  being  the  jndge  of  the  city  court  and,  as 
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•acb.  the  party  before  whom  misdemoaaor  crimiDals  are  tried  in  this  county  f — A.  I 
6uppoae  tooee  who  woald  take  the  pains  to  investigate  it  would  know  it. 

<^.  Yoa  are  well  known  in  the  county  to  the  voters f — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  a  large 
nnmber. 

(j.  Then,  if  persons  were  in  the  tax  collector's  office  for  the  purpose  of  fraudulently 
res;isterinff,  they  would  know  you  were  the  Judge  of  the  city  court,  would  they  notf — 
A.  I  should  think  they  would,  if  they  were  acquainted  with  me. 

Q.  Would  it  Dot  cause  a  tendency  on  their  part  to  suspend  fraudulent  registration 
mhWe  you  were  pres«»ntf — ^A.  1  suppose  it  would. 

Q.  Yon  have  stated  that  most  of  the  negroes  who  voted  in  the  county  voted  for 
Major  Black.  Who  had  charge  of  these  negroes  in  registering  them — did  they  come 
by  themselves  and  alone  to  register? — A.  I  saw  a  great  many  who  would  come  alone, 
and  then  I  would  see  them  again  at  other  times  come  together  with  other  negroes. 
Then  I  have  seen  them  presented  by  white  men. 

(j.  WUl  you  please  mention  some  of  the  white  men  who  had  charge  of  thenif — A. 
I  answered  your  question  a  moment  ago,  that  if  parties  were  in  there  for  the  purpose 
of  registering  fraudulently,  I  supposed  they  would  desist  if  they  saw  me.  I  now 
wish  to  state  that  I  saw  nothing  tnat  would  indicate  the  presence  of  parties  for  that 
porpoee;  no  holding  back. 

Q.  Bat  at  the  same  time,  if  it  was  a  scheme  on  the  part  of  certain  parties  here  in 
town — white  men  who  ha<l  charge  of  the  negroes — to  get  them  in  there  and  register 
tbem  fraudulently,  you  being  well  known  to  them,  when  you  approached  the  scene 
would  it  not  be  natural  for  them  to  withdraw  or  suspend? — A.  I  do  not  think  anyone 
with  ordinary  sense  would  commit  crime  in  my  presence,  if  the}'  knew  me. 

Q.  Will  yoa  mention  some  of  the  white  men  who  seemed  to'^have  charge  of  the 
negroes  who  were  beiuf^  registered  there? — A.  I  saw  present  there  numbers  of  white 

men,  representatives  of  both  parties.    I  saw  Mr.  Ed.  Stone 

Q.  Mr.  Stone  is  a  Democrat,  is  he  not? — A.  As  far  as  I  know  he  is. 
Q.  Did  he  not  at  that  time  hold  office  here  as  city  policeman  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  What  official  connection  has  he  had  with  the  city  or  county  ?— A.  He  had  none 
with  either  the  city  or  county  at  that  time.    I  think  he  was  acting  as  bailiff  for 
some  magistrate's  court  about  that  time. 

Q.  He  has  had  official  connection  with  the  city,  has  he  not,  as  policeman? — A.  A 
Tery  considerable  time  before  that  I  think  he  had  a  position  on  the  city  police  force. 
Q*  About  how  long? — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  He  left  the  city  police  rorce  and  went 
to  work  at  the  Georgia  Railroad,  and  was  there  for  a  considerable  time.  Then  he  left 
the  (teorgia  Railro^  and  acted  as  constable  for  one  of  our  magistrate's  courts.  I 
do  Dot  remember  which  magistrate. 

Q.  Do  yoa  remember  Stone  ever  being  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  city  on 
charges? — A.  I  do  not.    I  am  satisfied  that  he  was  not,  because  within  the  last  few 
weeu  he  has  been  reelected  a  member  of  the  police  force. 
V.  And  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  police  force? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Who  else  did  you  see  in  charge  of  some  of  those  negroes,  apparently  overlook- 
inz  or  attending  to  their  registration? — A.  I  saw  Mr.  Z.  W.  Keener. 

Q.  Has  he  any  official  position  in  the  county? — A.  None  at  all,  either  in  the  city 
or  the  county. 

(4.  What  connection  is  he  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Keener,  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court? — 
A.  Brother. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Keener  have  an  office  in  the  court-bouse  building? — A.  No,  sir;  he 
bsd  DO  office.  There  were  rooms  unoccupied  and  open  where  we  have  the  telephone 
located. 

Q.  The  clerk's  office,  in  which  his  brother  has  his  office,  is  in  the  court-house  yard 
tnd  not  in  the  court-house  at  all? — A.  Yes,  sir;  bis  brother  has  an  office  in  the  yard, 
aod  also  an  office  in  this  building,  located  right  under  this  room,  in  which  ho  has  a 
deputy,  bnt  it  is  never  used  for  political  purposes. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  from  your  own  knowledge?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  occupy 
it  and  the  deputy  occupies  it  also. 

V.  Did  Mr.  Zach  Keener  obtain  from  you,  during  this  registration  matter,  the  use 
of  any  rooms  in  the  court-house? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  taking  parties  of  negroes,  before  registering  them,  into 
tills  room  and  having  a  private  conference  with  them? — A.  This  room,  which  as  I  say 
is  the  telephone  room,  is  always  left  open,  and  is  open  to  any  persons  who  want  to 
confer.  If  permission  had  been  asked  I  would  not  have  declined  the  use  of  the  room 
v>  either  party  that  wanted  to  use  it. 

Q.  Did  you,  or  not,  see  Mr.  Keener  using  the  room  frequently,  taking  negroes  in 
there  for  consultation  ? — A.  I  saw  Mr.  Keener  frequently  in  the  room,  and  occasionally 
uw  him  come  ont  of  that  room  and  go  In  there  with  the  parties ;  but  most  fre- 
quently when  I  would  see  him  in  there  he  would  not  be  with  negroes. 

^.  When  he  went  in  the  room  with  them  do  you  know  how  long  he  would  stay, 
aad  how  long  he  woold  stay  out? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  know  whether  or  not  that  room  was  open  to  the  public  or  waa  the  nse 
of  It  only  permitted  to  Democrats  t — A.  As  far  as  I  know  it  was  open  to  anyone. 
The  ri^bt  to  use  it  was  never  denied  to  anyone. 

Q.  If  exclusive  use  of  it  was  taken,  then,  it  was  simply  an  assumption  of  authority 
by  the  persons  who  took  itf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  who  were  some  of  the  other  gentlemen  f— A.  I  think  for  a  while  Mr.  James 
Davis  was  there.  Then  I  saw  Mr.  Dicks,  Mr.  Mixon,  Dr.  Potts,  Mr.  James  L.  Cart* 
led^ey  and  quite  a  number  of  other  white  men.  Those  gentlomeny  I  happen  to  know, 
are  Populists  or  A.  P.  A's. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Dicks  have  charge  of  any  negroes  to  register  them,  or  was  he 
simply  there  taking:  names  of  those  who  did  register? — A.  I  can  not  recall  now  any 
that  i  saw  him  with.  I  saw  him  there  mixed  up  with  the  crowd.  Whether  he  pre- 
sented any  for  registration  I  can  not  say,  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  Which  Dr.  Potts  do  you  refer  tof— A.  Dr.  Potts,  sr. 

Q.  Was  he  in  charge  of  anyone  registering  them,  or  simply  keeping  a  record? — k. 
I  think  he  was  siniply  keeping  a  record. 

Q.  Those  other  Populists  that  you  mention,  were  they  in  charge  of  negroes  aDd 
registering  them? — A.  I  saw  parties  at  the  time  who  were  recognized  as  Populists 
who  were  bringing  in  parties  for  registration. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  payment  of  money  by  those  Democratic  workers  to  thea»e 
negroes  in  order  to  induce  them  to  register? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  there  were  cards  in  the  papers,  and  that  the  Chronicle,  in 
an  editorial,  admitted  that  negroes  were  being  paid  for  their  time  in  goine  there? — A. 
I  never  saw  one  paid.  I  do  not  recollect  seeing  that.  I  know  that  charges  were 
made  that  parties  were  being  paid  to  come  down  and  register. 

Q.  And  do  you  not  know  it  was  generally  admitted  that  it  was  true  and  that  these 
Democratic  workers  were  paving  parties  for  their  time? — A.  I  understood  that  some 
were  paid  enough  to  cover  their  street-oar  fare  to  come  down  and  register.  But  I 
never  saw  one  paid. 

Q.  Have  yon  the  appointment  of  the  county  physician ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  that  county  physician? — A.  The  county  physician  is  the  one  who  fur- 
niflhes  medical  attendance  for  tbe  poorhouse,  the  convicts,  and  the  Jail,  and  is 
Dr.  Edward  Eve,  who  was  originally  appointed  b>  Judge  Snead. 

Q.  Has  that  appointment  been  standing,  or  new  appointments  made? — A.  It  was 
continued  by  me. 

Q.  What  relation  is  Dr.  Eve  to  you? — A.  He  is  a  cousin  of  mine.  His  appoint- 
ment has  been  continued  by  me. 

Q.  In  appointing  those  managers — the  Populists  that  you  named— did  you  appoint 
gentlemen  who  lived  in  the  wards  where  you  appointed  tbem  to  serve?  For  instance, 
when  you  appointed  a  manager  for  the  First  Ward,  did  you  appoint  a  resident  of 
the  First  Ward? — A.  Not  necessarily.  I  do  not  appoint  Democrats  residing  in  the 
wards. 

Q.  Was  it  because  yon  could  not  get  suitable  persons  in  those  wards? — ^A.  I  ap- 
pointed irrespective  of  wards,  because  the  law  made  any  freeholder  of  the  county 
eligible  as  manager.  For  instance,  I  appoint  magistrates  to  serve  as  managers. 
They  have  jurisdiction  all  over  the  city,  and  I  appointed  them  to  different  precincts. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  registration  you  thouglit  being  conducted  fairly  and  saw 
nothing  suspicious.  You  said  a  party  would  sometimes  come  in  who  claimed  to  be 
21  yearn  old,  but  the  tax  collector  would  make  him  pay  for  two  or  three  years  for 
taxes.  When  that  party  registered,  would  he  go  down  and  register  as  25? — ^A.  No, 
sir;  he  would  go  down  registered  as  21.  He  would  insist  that  he  was  only  21,  and  it 
would  so  go  in. 

Q.  Still,  the  tax  collector  would  make  him  pay? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  what  would  the  tax  collector  base  that  demand? — A.  Either  on  his  appear- 
ance, which  might  indicate  that  he  was  older  to  the  tax  collector,  or  he  would  refer 
back  to  his  tax  book  or  a  former  registration — the  registration  of  18d4,  or  maybe  1892. 

Q.  Do  yon  recall  the  names  of  any  of  those  parties? — A.  I  do  not  recall  the  names 
of  any  of  the  parties  whom  the  tax  collector  refused. 

Q.  In  your  direct  examination,  you  stated,  as  I  understood,  that  the  tax  collector 
refused  to  allow  some  of  them  to  register.  Do  you  recall  the  names  of  any  of  those 
parties? — A.  No,  sir;  I  recall  that  I  was  present,  as  I  stated  before,  when  they  were 
refused;  then  I  compared  the  list  claimed  to  have  been  registered  with  those  that 
were  registered,  and  I  found  a  large  number  had  been  turned  down,  but  as  to  their 
names  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  took  no  memoranda  of  the  number? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  extent  of  your  recollection  is,  then,  that  there  was  simply  a  larjEC  num- 
ber?— A.  I  stated  in  the  first  part  of  my  testimony  that  it  was  quite  a  large  number 
that  I  recollected  being  turned  down.  Then  that  was  strengthened  bv  the  compari- 
son of  those  lists  with  the  registered  lists  or  the  lists  that  were  handed  in.  Some- 
times I  would  find  from  six  maybe  to  a  dozen  names  given  as  investigated  as  having 
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registered  who  wens  not  registered  at  all.  Of  coarse  a  great  many  were  turned 
down  in  my  absence.  Neither  my  inclinations  or  my  duties  would  permit  my  staying 
there  all  the  time. 

(j.  About  what  percentage  of  the  time  while  this  registration  was  going  on  were 
you  in  there f — A.  I  was  in  and  out  of  there,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge — I  do  not 
n^eoUect  having  been  out  of  the  city  a  day — I  would  go  in  aud  out  of  there  every 
day,  but  I  never  pretended  to  stay  there  from  the  opening  until  tbe  closing  of  the 
registration  office.  Very  f^ecinently  questions  would  arise  about  taxes,  and  I  would 
be  sent  for,  or  I  would  go  in  to  see  the  tax  collector  about  some  other  business  of 
bis  office.    You  see,  the  tax  collector's  office  has  two  rooms — frout  and  rear. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  were  the  hours  of  registration  f — A.  I  think  they  were  from 
9  to  2.  Then  they  opened  in  the  afternoon.  I  du  not  recollect  how  long  they  opened 
in  tbe  afternoon.' 

Q.  Wonld  you  bave  averaged  one  hour  every  day  as  being  in  there f — ^A.  I  think  I 
voold  hsixe  averaged  a  longer  time — that  is,  toward  the  close.  I  was  in  there  more 
frequently  then  than  at  the  opening.  1  think  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  I  aver- 
sj^ed,  morning  and  afternoon,  probably  two  or  three  hours. 

i^.  How  long  before  tbe  close  of  the  registration  did  they  establish  branch  offices 
foriegtstration  in  other  wards f — A.  I  can  not  tell  yon.  It  was  only  a  few  days  before 
tbe  close  of  tbe  registration. 

(j.  As  stated  by  you,  you  were  in  the  office  here  for  a  longer  time  daring  the  clos- 
iog  days  of  the  registration,  at  the  time  the  branch  offices  had  been  established  in 
theotber  wards?-^A.  Yes,  sir. 

(j.  Did  you  go  to  those  other  wards? — A.  I  did  not. 

(^.  Do  yon  know  how  many  of  those  branch  offices  were  established  f — A.  I  think 
there  was  a  list  opened  in  the  Third,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  wards. 

Q.  How  about  the  Second  ? — A.  The  Second  is  the  court-house,  where  the  tax  col- 
le«:tor  has  his  office.    I  don't  think  any  was  established  in  the  First  Ward. 

Q.  Did  yon  appoint  Jnd^e  Leon  to  any  appointment  at  this  last  election  in  1895 f — 
A  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  appointed  him  to  the  Fifth  Ward. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  wbat  Judge  Leon's  physical  and  mental  condition  was  at  that 
time,  or  as  to  what  it  had  beenf — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  I  know  he  discharged  the 
daties  of  the  office  of  magistrate. 

Q.  Do  yoQ  know  whether  or  not  he  had  been  a  patient  at  the  Keeley  Institute  for 
intoxication  f — ^A.  I  knew  he  was  some  time  back ;  rather,  he  was  at  the  Blair  Instl- 
tate— which  was  located  up  in  my  neighborhood — I  think,  a  year  or  two  ago.  He 
was  eleoted  to  his  office  as  magistrate  by  the  grand  Jory  since  he  left  that  institute. 

Ai^oaraed  until  Tuesday,  January  14, 1896. 

Tuesday,  January  14, 1896, 

Continnation  of  cross-examination  of  WILLIAM  F.  EVE : 

By  Mr.  H.  M.  Oross: 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  first  in  reference  to  the  popnlation.  Your  idea  is  that  there  are 
about  12,000  voters  in  Richmond  County  f — A.  I  stated  that  my  judgment  and  my 
belief  was  that  there  were  not  less  than  12,000  adult  males  in  the  county ;  that  is, 
▼oters. 

Q.  Have  yon  a  pretty  clear  knowledge  of  the  number  of  colored  and  the  number 
of  white  voters — 1  mean  how  they  are  divided  f — ^A.  I  suppose  there  are  from  1,000 
to  2,000  in  favor  of  the  whites. 

Q.  Yon  would  say  the  proportion,  then,  was  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of 
5.000  eolored  voters  and  7^000  white  voters  in  the  county  f — A.  I  am  satisfied  there 
u  a  thonsand  or  more  in  favor  of  the  whites. 

Q.  Then  yon  would  say  the  proportion  was  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  5 
to  7?— A.  I  wonld  rather  say  6  to  7. 

<^.  Of  the  6,000  colored  adults  about  how  many  are  disqualified  from  failure  to 
pay  taxes,  having  been  convicted  of  felony,  idiots,  lunatics,  and  other  causes? — A. 
It  would  be  very  difficult  for  me  to  answer  tbat  question  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 
I  should  say  that  those  from  idiocy  and  lunacy  wonld  be  very  small.  Those  from 
felonies  not  a  very  great  number.  As  to  crimes,  my  recollection  is  that  there  were 
nifflparatively  few  felony  convicts.  There  are  a  number  of  misdemeanors.  I  could 
sot  answer  that  question  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

V-  Does  your  knowledge  extend  to  the  disqualification  by  reason  of  their  not 
^vmg  paid  taxes  f — A.  To  some  extent  I  am  familiar  with  that. 

Q.  About  what  percentage  would  yon  say  were  disqualified  from  having  failed  to 
I>ay  taxes? — A.  I  suppose  of  those  in  the  county  whose  names  appear  that  there 
▼oiild  not  be  over  4,000. 

V-  (^our  tbonsand  whatf — A.  Parties  in  arrears.  I  mean  that  there  wonld  be 
probably  in  the  neighborhood  of  4,000  persons  who  were  in  arrears  for  taxes.  That 
m^'lodes  both  white  and  colored.  I  don't  know  how  many  of  that  number  would  be 
exempt  upon  investigation. 
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Q.  You  mean  by  bciiitf  ez«iupt  tliuse  who  were  not  requiie<l  to  pay  taxe«,  aoch  m 
Confederate  soldiers  .  ud  ineu  of  that  olasiif — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  out  of  thi>  population  your  estimate  is  that  something  like  4,000  were  in 
arrears  for  some  years f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  disqualified  on  th:it  account  from  Totiiigf — A.  Yes,  Mir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  oceaMiou  t<»  investigate  the  number  of  conTicted  felons  tiho 
had  been  sent  from  this  county  since  1X77^ — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  Icnowledgv  on  that  poiiitf — A.  No,  sir.  The  only  time  that  I  ever 
had  reason  to  examine  into  the  criminal  statistics  was  upon  a  question  of  their  use 
upon  the  roads,  and  tbe  advocacy  of  turning  ov«'r  the  penitentiary  convictA  to  the 
different  counties.  I  examined  into  the  then  statistics  ot  the  penitentiary,  and  there 
were,  I  think,  about  45  felony  convicts  from  Richmond  County  in  the  penitentiary 
at  that  time.  My  ex]»erience  with  criininals  has  been  this:  That  while  the  number 
of  the  convicts  might  seem  lar>re,  that  it  was  fre(|uently  the  same  individual.  That 
has  been  my  experience  witli  misdemeanor  convicte,  and  I  think  it  is  applicable  to 
the  penitentiary^ 

Q.  This  45  you  speak  of;  thev  rc.presented  different  persons  who  bad  been  t^en- 
tencedf — A.  That  45  represented  the  number  that  was  tlien  in  the  penitentiary. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  about  what  proportion  of  that  45  sentenced  were  serving  life 
sentences f — A.  I  don't  think  any  were. 

Q.  As  a  rule,  those  felony  convicts  are  colored,  are  they  not? — A.  The  majority  of 
them  are. 

Q.  I  suppose  75  per  cent  of  them  are  colored,  as  a  rule,  are  they  notf — A.  I  eonld 
not  answer  that  with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  All  I  could  say  is  th.-it  a  majority  of 
them  are  colored. 

Q.  Those  convicts  usually  return  after  having  served  their  sentence,  don't  they  f— 
A.  Not  always. 

Q.  Usually — as  a  nilef — A.  I  think  possibly  as  a  rule  they  do. 

Q.  Of  this  4,000  people  who  were  in  arrears  for  taxen,  about  what  proportion  wer^ 
colored? — A.  I  could  not  answer  that.  As  I  say,  that  is  an  estimate.  It  is  not  &o 
accurate  statement.  It  is  more  of  a  gu6S8.  It  is  an  estimate  without  any  inttpection 
or  investigation. 

Q.  Certain  facts  have  come  to  your  knowledge  which  enable  you  to  make  what 
you  consider  a  reaKonablc  eHtiroatc^ — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  is  a  reaaonable  esti- 
mate. As  I  stated  before,  I  could  not  iorm  any  judgment  as  to  the  number  wbu 
might  be  exempt  from  taxen,  nor  the  number  of  x)ersons  who  belonge^l  to  the  moving 
population  passing  through. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fixct  you  do  know  that  a  majority  of  those  persons  in  arrears  are 
colored  people? — A.  Well,  now,  I  could  not  answer  that.  That  would  be  entireh 
guesswork.  I  have  never  examined  the  question,  nor  have  I  considered  it  with  :i 
view  of  discriminating  between  the  colors. 

Q.  Out  of  a  voting  ])opulation  of  5,000  colored  people  would  you  not  consider  l.^f"! 
of  those  as  having  just  arrived  at  the  age  of  21  years  a  very  large  )>roportioD  of  that 
class  of  voters? — ^A.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  what  would  be  the  proportion  of  dif- 
ferent ages  in  the  population.  I  will  say  this,  that  whatever  would  be  the  reason- 
able proportion  in  an  ordinary  fixed  population,  in  a  city  with  the  various  factories 
and  industries  like  Augusta  the  proportion  would  be  much  larger. 

Q.  You  stated  in  your  direct  testimony  that  quite  a  large  number  of  young  colored 
people  who  were  just  about  21  years  of  age  came  to  Augusta  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing work  in  the  cotton  mills  and  on  the  railroads  and  in  the  factories  and  other 
industries. — A.  I  do  not  think  I  referred  to  the  cotton  mills  as  a  place  for  securing 
work  for  the  colored  people. 

Q.  Well,  we  will  say  the  industries,  to  make  it  general.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  col- 
ored people  are  not  employed  in  the  cotton  mills  to  any  great  extent f — A.  1  think  not. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  porters  and  heavy  laborers,  they  are  not  employed?— A. 
I  think  aa  a  rule  our  factories  employ  white  operatives. 

Q.  Then  there  is  no  demand  for  these  young  colored  men  in  the  cotton  mills  f — A. 
As  to  the  amount  of  demand  for  them  at  those  mills,  I  do  not  know.  The  operatives 
being  mostly  whites,  I  woald  say  it  was  not  in  proportion  to  the  demand  for  white 
labor. 

Q.  Do  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  they  are  not  employed  generally  on  rail- 
roads?— A.  My  observation  is,  that  with  the  exception  of  condnotors  and  engineers, 
they  are  pretty  generally  employed  by  railroads  as  laborers.  That  has  been  my 
observation. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  the  Georgia  Railroad,  for  instance,  onl^  employs  them  in 
the  capacity  of  porters  or  train  hands,  and  usually  to  a  very  limited  extent? — ^A.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  do.  My  opinion  was  that  the  Georgia  Railroad  employed 
them  very  largely  on  their  construction  and  repair  work  and  fusont  their  depots  and 
yards. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  those  laborers  on  the  construction  trains  live,  as  a  role,  ia 
the  country  towns  along  the  line? — ^A.  Those  some  distance  from  the  city  do. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  railroads  runniug  into  Augusta  make  up  their  train 
CIVW8  as  a  rule  with  white  men? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  it. 

(^.  You  don't  know  to  the  contrary  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I>un't  you  know  that  white  labor  is  employed,  as  a  rule,  in  the  foundries  and 
marbin<*  shops  in  the  city  of  Angnsta? — A.  I  know  that  some  wnite  labor  is  employed, 
iIm)  rtome  colored.     What  proportion  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  prepared  to  say  whether  a  majority  of  the  labor  employed  in  the 
industriea  in  Anguatais  white  or  colored,  outside  of  the  cotton  mills?— A.  No,  sir. 

^.  Are  yon  acquainted  with  the  business  of  Mr.  George  K.  Lombard,  one  of  the 
principal  industries  in  the  city  so  far  as  employment  is  concerned? — A.  I  know  he 
bs»  a  large  inilustry  here.  1  have  been  at  his  office;  but  I  huve  never  examined  his 
•bopn  8o  as  to  ascertain  as  to  the  relative  proportion  of  white  labor. 

i).  Don't  you  know  that,  as  a  rule,  skilled  white  labor  is  usually  employed  in  those 
mdni«tries  which  re<|uire  careful  and  competent  workmen? — A.  That  question  I  conld 
not  answer.  My  opinion  Ih  that  the  preference  would  be  given  to  the  whites.  But 
af«  to  what  i»  the  actual  condition  of  affairs,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  Stating  that 
both  colors  are  employed  by  the  railroads  and  these  diilerent  industries,  one  means 
of  iitip)>ortiug  that  fact  Ih  that  in  suits  bronght  before  me  for  damages  I  do  not 
now  recall  a  cnse  in  which  there  were  not  colored  witnesses  who  were  emplovees  about 
tbo«e  railroads,  certainly  in  a  large  majority  of  the  cases,  showing  the  employment  of 
tbat  race. 

<^.  Yon  stated  in  your  direct  evidence  that  the  negroes,  as  a  rule,  were  not 
acquainted  with  theiV  a^es? — A.  Y'es,  sir;  I  think  that  is  correct. 

(i.  Is  not  that  idea  formed  ironi  observation  taken  before  the  negro  was  freed  or 
just  alter  he  was  freed,  and  not  an  opinion  founded  on  recent  observation? — A.  Of 
<M>Qrse.  I  had  that  knowledge  of  the  negro  prior  to  emuncipation,  but  it  is  also  since. 

(j.  l>on't  you  know  that  the  ne^ro  now  takes  more  pride  in  the  knowledge  of  his 
a;;e:  that  they  buy  large  numbers  of  family  Bibles  and  keep  posted  as  to  their 
•ursf — A.  If  such  is  the  condition  of  affairs,  I  am  not  familiar  with  it. 

(^.  I^n't  yon  know  that  the  colored  population  is  a  prolific  source  of  revenue  for 
tbe  book  a^ent? — A.  I  do  not.  I  know  that  it  is  a  very  prolific  population,  but  I  do 
Dot  know  their  relation  to  the  book  agent. 

i^.  I>ou't  yon  know  that,  as  a  rule,  the  negroes  own  more  family  Bibles  than  the 
wbites  in  Richmond  County? — A.  I  do  not. 

V.  is  not  tbat  tbe  fact?    A.  Not  with  my  knowledge. 

V.  I  will  ask  you  with  reference  to  your  knowledge  of  the  registration  a  little 
more  closely.  Von  Hpoke  of  the  registrar  yesterday ;  did  you  refer  to  the  registering 
officer.  Mr.  Bohler,  or  did  yon  refer  to  the  board  of  registrars? — A.  I  was  examined 
y<«terday  on  both.  My  testimony  as  to  the  registering  officers  referred  to  Mr. 
)k>bler  and  his  clerks,  who  were  engaged  in  securing  the  names  at  first. 

(^.  Von  spoke  of  a  card  from  Mr.  Dicks  and  Dr.  Potts  having  been  published  or 
written  commending  the  conduct  of  this  office.  This  card  referred  to  him  especially 
and  to  his  clerks,  and  not  to  the  board  of  registrars,  did  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that 
rard  referred  to  Mr.  Hohler  and  his  clerks,  stating  that  they  were  conscientious  and 
faitbfnl  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  those  two  gentlemen  did  not  believe 
tbat  they  permitted  any  names  that  were  not  entitled  to  go  upon  the  list  to  do  so. 

Q.  That  card  did  not  refer  to  the  board  of  registrars  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

^].  Your  observation  of  the  actions  of  the  board  of  registrars  was  simple,  as  I 
iindc«tand  it ;  you  would  only  see  them  occasionally  ? — A.  I  saw  them  not  only  dail^ 
wbile  in  session,  but  several  times  a  day,  and  especially  when  they  were  investi- 
pting  challenged  votes. 

Q.  Yon  took  no  intimate  knowledge  or  any  hand  in  their  deliberations f — A, 
NoDe  at  all. 

V-  Yon  did  not  enter  into  the  detail  of  their  work? — A.  Now,  I  don't  know  what 
is  tbe  scope  of  that  question.  I  took  a  hand  to  this  extent:  I  expressed  myself  to 
tbofie  gentlemen  as  being  very  anxious,  as  a  public  official  and  as  a  citizen,  that 
those  cases  should  be  investigated,  and  that  whatever  means  was  necessary  to  make 
tbe  investigation  thorough  would  be  afforded  them — that  is,  the  sheriff  would  be 
tbcre  to  serve  and  would  have  an  ample  number  of  officers.  As  to  participating  in 
their  deli  Iterations  or  taking  part  in  their  decisions,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  would  be  just  as  anxious  about  the  enforcement  of  any  needed  law  or  any 
jiw  von  found  on  the  statute  book  ? — A.  I  felt  that  after  the  charges  had  been  made 
it  was  essential  and  to  the  interest  of  the  county  that  they  be  cleared  up. 

(^.  You  would  have  the  same  feeling  in  regard  to  the  violation  of  any  other  penal 
itatnte? — A.  I  think  my  record  will  bear  me  out  in  that. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  occasion  to  have  any  names  stricken  that  were  on  that  list? — ^A. 
I  did.  In  looking  over  the  registered  list  I  found  names  of  parties  registered  at 
places  where  there  were  no  houses.  The  parties  were  summoned,  but  either  conld 
tot  be  found  or  were  not  reached.  I  furnished  a  list  of  them  to  the  registrars  and 
ttked  that  their  names  be  stricken. 
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Q.  Were  some  of  those  people  located  in  the  cemet«ryf — ^A.  My  recollection  i§ 
that  they  were.  They  were  located  at  numbers  which/  if  the  streets  had  hten 
extended,  would  have  been  in  the  park  or  cemetery. 

Q.  Others  were  located  in  tlie  park  ? — A.  Ves,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  those  stricken  on  your  own  account f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  asked  the  regis- 
trars to  strike  them. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  you  had  all  such  locations  stricken,  or  only  those  that  came  under 
your  knowledge f — A.  I  had  all  those  that  cnme  within  my  knowledge  stricken, 
whether  as  a  I'esult  of  investij^ation  or  where  I  did  not  tint!  someone  who  knew  the 
parties.  I  can  not  say  that  those  parties  did  not  exist,  and  might  have  proven  t-hem- 
selves  to  have  been  qnalitied,  but  the  fact  of  their  appearing  at  those  plaoess  and 
nuniberS;  and  not  being  able  in  the  ^hort  time  to  asccrt-ain  their  existence  or  where- 
abouts, I,  as  an  officer,  asked  that  they  be  stricken. 

Q.  You  did  that  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  their  location  as  given  would 
have  placed  them  in  the  park  urtbe  cemetery? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Your  being  the  judge  of  the  city  court  would  naturally  cause  officers  to  be 
more  careful  in  the  conduct  of  their  duty  when  you  were  around  than  otherwise?— 
A.  I  do  not  know.     I  would  suppose  it  would. 

Q.  You  alluded  yesterday  in  your  evidence  to  the  fact  that  the  factory  people  sre 
migratory.  Don't  you  think  that  you  were  mistaken  in  that  statement;  I  mean, 
after  reflection  f — A.  I  did  not  state,  or  int<eud  to  state,  as  a  whole  they  were.  I  said 
a  very  large  proportion  of  them  were  migratory  or  shifting. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  a  great  many  of  them — I  would  say  a  migority — usually 
work  at  the  same  mill  and  the  same  job  ibr  a  series  of  months  or  years  and  have 
fixed  places  of  abodef  — A.  I  am  not  ]irepared  to  answer  that  as  to  the  majority  being 
of  that  class  who  are  permanently  located. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  they  frequently  acquire  property  from  their  earnings, 
invest  it  in  homes,  and  become  permanent  citizens? — A.  1  would  say  as  a  rule  they 
do  not.  I  happen  to  be  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  property  in  the  location  of 
those  mills,  and  where  the  houses  are  not  owned  by  the  mills  themselves.  The 
Augusta  mill  and  the  Sibley  mill  own  a  verr  large  nuirber  of  dwellings  for  their 
operatives.  Others  are  owned  by  individuals  in  the  city  not  connected  with  the 
factories.  I  know  of  one  party  who  owns  more  than  100  houses  that  are  occnpied 
by  those  people.  I  am  a  director  in  two  of  the  building  and  loan  associations,  who 
not  only  sell  and  build  houses,  but  they  sell  lots  to  individuals  who  bnild,  and.  as  a 
rule,  our  purchasers  are  not  among  the  factory  operatives. 

Q.  Yon  do  an  extensive  business  in  your  loan  companies,  I  suppose? — A.  I  think 
each  one  of  them  has  a  capital  of  about  $250,000;  over  $200,000  each,  I  think. 

Q.  Some  of  your  customers  are  employees  of  the  mills,  are  they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  have  some  buyers  amone  that  class  of  people? — A.  Y'es,  sir.  They 
are  generally,  though,  the  overseers  of  the  mills. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  pay  roll  in  the  mills  remains  practicallv  the 
same  foi;  a  series  of  months  or  years,  showing  that  they  employ  the  same  people?— 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  to  the  contrary? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  there  are  families  brought  up  in  the  mill  from  small  chil- 
dren, and  live  in  the  mills  several  years,  and  perhaps  die  there? — A.  I  know  there 
are  some. 

Q.  You  stated  on  yesterday  that  you  thought  the  voting  population  was  one  in 
every  five? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  you  stated  that  Richmond  County  claimed  60,000  people ;  that  in  your  jndg- 

■  ment  she  had  12,(XX)  adult  population. — A.  My  testimony  on  that  line  was  that  my 

judgment  was  that  the  population  of  Kichmond  County  was  from  60,000  to  65,000. 

Then  I  was  asked  what  my  judgment  was  as  to  the  number  of  voters.     I  stated  that  I 

was  confident  that  there  was  not  less  than  12,000.    The  minimum  I  put  was  at  12,000. 

Q.  Y'our  idea  was  that  it  was  about  one  in  five,  according  to  vour  estimate  yester- 
day ? — A.  The  general  rule  is  that  there  is  one  voter  in  five.  1  think  that  proportion 
would  probably  be  greater  in  Richmond  County  or  in  any  city. 

Q.  It  would' be  very  little  greater,  would  it? — A.  I  think  the  tendency  of  the 
young  people  to  come  to  town  from  the  country  would  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the 
proportion  of  voters.    I  think  it  would  be  greater  than  one  in  five. 

Q.  Would  you  be  safe  in  saying  that  one  in  four  was  a  fair  estimate? — A.  I  would 
hardly  know  how  to  estimate  it. 

Q.  You  think  it  is  a  little  over  one  in  five  and  not  quite  one  in  four?— A,  WeU,  I 
would  not  put  it  that  way.  I  would  say  that  certainly  it  was  one  in  four.  I  would 
think  it  would  be  one  in  four. 

Q.  You  stated  on  yesterdav  that  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  district  had 
2,000  voters?— A.  1  said  from  1,500  to  2,000. 

Q.  Would  you  say  1,750  as  a  medium? — A.  I  could  not  come  to  exact  figures.  1 
gave  the  territorial  limits  of  the  district  and  gave  the  settlements  in  those  districts. 
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Q.  What  I  want  to  arrive  at  is  this:  Wliat  is  tlie  popalation  of  that  district  to  the 
best  of  your  iD formation  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know.  I  know  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
popaloas  districts  in  the  connty.  The  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district,  in 
it»  registration,  etc.,  is  divided  into  the  Fifth  Ward  and  the  Twelve  hundred  and 
sixtv-ninth  district. 

Q.^  Woald  you  consider  6,000  as  a  fair  estimate  of  that  district  f— A.  I  hardly  know 
what  to  say  about  that.  It  is  the  district  in  which  all  the  largest  plantations  of  the 
eonnty  are  located,  and  it  is  one  where  there  are  three  large  brickyards  located ;  all 
of  the  large  negro  population  is  located  on  East  Boundary  street,  skirting  the  bound- 
arr  of  the  city  up.    I  should  think  there  were  certainly  from  4,500  to  6,000  there. 

Q.  You  think  the  proportion  of  1  to  4  holds  good  in  that  district,  or  is  the  voting 
population  a  higher  or  a  lower  percentage f — A.  I  don't  know,  sir;  the  farm  hands 
ire  almoet  exclusively  males  in  these  plantations. 

Q.  They  usually  have  their  families  with  them,  do  they  notf — A.  A  great  many 
have  no  families. '  A  great  many  are  young  men. 

Q.  Don't  a  great  many  of  the  people  who  work  in  that  district  reside  within  the 
fity  limits  proper? — A.  Some  do. 
Q.  Would  you  say  quite  a  numberf — A.  I  do  not  know  the  number. 
Q.  Nearly  aU  the  workers  in  the  brick vards  live  within  the  city,  do  they  notf — 
A.  I  think  not,  sir.    I  think  a  majority  of  them  live  in  those  negro  settlements  just 
bordering  upon  those  industries. 

Q.  About  what  proportion  of  the  voters  in  that  locality  would  you  say  were  21 
years  oldf — A.  That  I  could  not  say. 
Q.  Can  you  give  me  any  estimate  as  to  thatf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  pretty  thoroughly  acquainted  with  that  district! — A.  I  go  into  it  very 
freqnently.     I  would  say  that  t  was  pretty  well  acquainted  with  it. 

(^  Scili  you  are  not  able  to  estimate  the  number  or  about  what  proportion  of  the 
voters  are  21-year-old  negroes f — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  estimate  it. 

<^  Are  you'prepared  to  say  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  colored  element  in  that 
locality  are  young  negroes — an  unnsual  proportion! — A.  I  would  say  this,  that  my 
ohvrration  is  that  a  very  large  proportion  ot  the  farm  hands  and  parties  I  have  seen 
there  are  young  men.  I  never  went  over  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  classifying 
them  into  ages. 

y.  Neither  could  you  say  whether  they  were  qualified  voters,  as  a  rule,  or  notf — 
A.  No.  sir;  that  would  be  a  physical  impossibility. 

Q.  Yon  spoke  of  the  glassworks  as  oue  of  the  industries  in  that  locality.  Has  not 
the  glassworks  been  suspended  for  two  years  or  more? — A.  They  have  been  sus* 
pended,  I  think,  for  a  year,  but  I  do  not  know  the  exact  length  of  time.  Hut  there 
ts  a  large  settlement  around  the  glassworks  which  is  still  there. 

Q.  Were  not  th«»  employees  of  the  glassworks,  as  a  rule,  skilled  white  people? — 
A.  Yee,  sir;  the  glass  blowers  were  skilled  white  laborers. 
Q.  And  who  lived  in  the  city? — A.  No.  sir;  lived  out  there. 

Q.  As  a  rule  they  were  not  naturalized,  and  not  voters? — ^A.  I  think  not.  That 
flasA  of  labor  was  rather  small;  I  mean  the  skilled  class. 

<^.  The  employees  generally  of  the  glassworks  were  nonvoting  people,  were  they 
notf— A,  My  impression  is  they  were  non voters. 

Q.  Now  as  to  the   Helleville  settlement;  is  not  that  practically  an  abandoned 
place? — A.  I  stat-ed  on  yesterday  that  it  was  once  the  site  of  a  factory.     But  there  is 
a  settlement  there. 
Q.  Very  few  people  live  there? — A.  It  is  not  a  large  settlement. 
Q.  In  not  that  locality  the  residence  of  a  disreputable  class  of  colored  people,  as  a 
rale?    How  are  the  residents  there? — A.  Turpin  Hill  is  mostly  colored. 

Q.  To  some  extent  a  disreputable  neighborhood,  where  there  is  considerable  crime 
eornmitted  f — A.  No,  the  records  do  not  so  indicate,  nor  does  my  knowledge  bear  that 
oat.  The  negro  population  begins  at  south  boundary,  extends  through  what  is  known 
1*  '*  Black  Ankle"  into  Nellieville  and  Turpin  Hill,  which  is  in  the  corporate  limits  of 
N'ellieville, 

Q.  You  have  no  police  control  out  there — I  mean  the  corporate  city  limits  do  not 
extend  out  to  that  settlement? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  are  no  police  rules  and  regulations  in  force  out  there? — A.  The  village  of 
XeUieville  has  a  marshal  and  so  has  the  village  of  Sumnierville.  The  rest  of  that 
t*'Trit/»ry  is  under  the  control  of  a  mounted  county  policeman. 

Q.  U  not  that  locality  out  there — Turpin  Hill — known  as  the  residence  of  a  dis- 
repotable  claas  of  colored  people  who  do  a  good  deal  of  loafing,  stealing,  and  thiev- 
ing?—A.  I  would  say  not.     Most  of  the  criminsil  class  come  from  inside  of  the  city. 
<^  Yon  think  that  there  is  less  crime  committed  in  these  variou^settlements  than 
in  the  city? — A.  I  think  there  is  more  crime  committed  in  the  city  than  out  there. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  in  reference  to  the  niana,<;ers  at  this  special  election.  Do  yon 
recall  who  were  the  managers  at  this  election  in  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth 
district! — A.  My  recollection  is  that  the  parties  appointed  were  Mr.  John  A.  Price, 
Mr.  £.  F.  Verdery,  and  Mr.  Bercknians.     If  you  have  the  list  I  can  tell  you. 
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Q.  Mr.  Price  is  a  Democrat,  is  he  not? — A.  No,  sir;  he  had  the  repntation  of  being 
a  PopallBt.  I  do  not  know  how  he  voted  on  that  occasion.  On  sabseqnent  elections 
hi  the  city  he  tiupported  the  Popn lists. 

Q.  Is  he  a  justice  of  the  peace f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Eugene  F.  Verdery  is  Major  Jilack's  law  partner,  is  he  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 
But  Mr.  Verdery  did  not  serve.     He  is  albo  iutendant  of  the  village  of  Sanimerville. 

Q.  Mr.  Berokmans,  if  he  was  one  of  the  managers,  is  known  as  a  very  live  Demo> 
orat,  is  he  notf — A.  He  was  appointed  as  a  Democrat. 

Q,  How  many  Populist  clerks  were  appointed  for  that  precinct  f — ^A.  When  it  came 
to  the  matter  of  clerks,  I  did  not  consider  the  relative  parties,  as  the  work  of  the 
clerks  was  purely  mechanical  and  they  had  no  voico  in  the  election. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  a  clerk  with  a  good  deal  of  force  of  character  can  oTer- 
come  and  outtalk  and  outnianagea  more  modest-mannered  manager  in  the  condnct 
of  an  election? — A.  I  concluded  that  the  managers  were  men  of  their  own  mind  and 
of  sufficient  courage  to  enforce  their  convictions. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  strong-minded  clerk  would  govern  a  more  mild-mannered 
manager,  would  he  not? — A.  If  fwas  the  manager  he  would  hardly  do  it.  I  ilidnot 
suppose,  when  I  undertook  to  appoint  the  managers,  that  I  had  to  provide  attend- 
ants for  them  nt  the  same  time.     I  thought  they  were  pretty  clever  men. 

Q.   hid  Mr.  Price  serve  at  that  election? — A.  He  did. 

Q.  Who  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  at  that  precinct  in  that  election! — A.  I 
was  not  there  at  the  counting  of  the  votes,  but  my  recollection  is  th.-il  Migcir  P.lack 
received  a  majority  of  the  votes  at  that  precinct. 

Q.  Who  served  in  Mr.  Verdery's  place  at  that  voting  place? — A.  My  recollection 
is  that  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Walsh.    I  do  not  recollect  who  it  was. 

Q.  You  are  not  positive  as  to  who  filled  the  vacancy? — No,  sir. 

Q.  Your  recollection  is  that  Mr.  Walsh  did  sof— A.  1  think  it  was  Mr.  Walsh.  I 
know  he  lilled  one  vacancy  up  there,  but  1  don't  know  whether  it  was  for  the  special 
election  or  for  the  election  of  a  member  of  the  legislature. 

Q.  Your  rule  in  appointing  the  managers  was  to  ajipoint  two  Democrat®  and  one 
Populist? — A.  Invariably. 

Q.  At  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district  one  Populist — Mr.  Price- 
served? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  any  of  the  clerks  at  that  precinct  were  PopulistBOT 
not? — A.  I  do  not,  sir.  I  could  not  say  but  what  there  were  Populist  clerks  among 
the  number  appointed,  but  they  were  not  appointed  with  reference  to  their  being 
Populists.  I  did  not  think  the  politics  amounted  to  anything  in  the  matter  of 
clerks. 

Q.  At  the  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  district — who  were  the  managers  there,  do 
you  recall? — A.  I  recall  Mr.  V. M. Clark, a  Populist. 

Q.  Did  he  serve?— A.  I  think  he  did:  that  is  my  recollection.  I  can  not  recall. 
F.  M.  Clark  and  C.  A.  Wylds  were  two  justices  of  the  peace  for  that  district.  There 
was  F.  M.  Clark,  C.  A.  AVylds,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  D.  W.  Marks. 

Q.  Clark,  you  8ay,  is  a  Populist? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Marks  is  a  Democrat?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  as  to  the  clerks  at  that  point? — A.  I  don't  think  I  gave  them 
any. 

Q.  Is  that  a  country  precinct? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  out  is  it?-  A.  It  is  located  at  Belair. 

Q,  Now,  the  Fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  district — where  is  that  loca  ted  ?~ 
A.  That  is  located  in  Hephzibah. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  who  was  the  Populist  manager  there?— A.  I  think  it  was  Mr. 
R.  L.  Rhodes. 

Q.  Did  he  serve? — A.  My  recollection  is  that  he  did. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  Democratic  managers? — A.  I  think  Mr.  J.  B.  Fryer  was  one, 
and  Mr.  Jno.  B.  Hainey  the  other. 

Q.  What  about  the  clerks  at  this  place? — A.  There  were  no  clerks.  Clerks  were 
not  allowed  except  where  the  voting  was  sufficiently  large  to  demand  them. 

Q.  Now,  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  district.— A.  At  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty-third  district  was  Mr.  Charles  F.  Lombard,  Dr.  Neil  Mclnnes,  and  Mr.  Sea- 
bom  W.  Brown. 

Q.  Were  either  one  of  those  gentlemen  a  Popnlistf — ^A.  Mr.  Seaborn  W.  Brown  is 
a  Populist. 

Q.  Were  any  clerks  allowed  there? — A.  I  think  three  clerks  were  allowed.  I  do 
not  recall  their  names  or  politics. 

Q.  The  HarrislTurg  district  in  that  election  was  known  as  the  Fifth  Ward,  or  part 
of  the  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district,  was  it  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  managers  there? — A.  Mr.  Leon,  Mr.  Lowry,  and  Dr.  J.  B.  Perry. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Leon  serve?-— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Leon  known  as  a  Populist? — A.  No,  sir;  he  is  known  as  a  Democrat.  Dr. 
Perry  was  the  Populist  there. 
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Q.  Yon  say  that,  being  judge  of  the  city  conrt,  parties  who  were  engaged  in  any 
irregularities  either  in  registration  or  in  voting  wonhl,  in  yonr  opinion,  hold  up 
when  yon  were  around,  if  they  were  indulging  in  such?—  A.  lu  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Mr.  West  on  yesterday,  in  which  he  asked  me  if  it  would  notl>e  natural,  I 
Knid  thttt  I  thought  it  would;  that  I  did  not  think  any  party  would  violate  ihe  law 
before  me. 

Q.  Therefore,  if  there  was  any  illegal  registering  or  illegal  voting,  it  was  kept 
fnim  your  viewf — A.  I  suppose  if  any  such  had  been  carried  on  by  persons  who  knew 
lue  and  knew  my  official  position,  they  would  be  careful  not  to  show  their  hands. 

(^.  Do  yuu  know  about  how  many  disabled  Confederate  soldiers  you  have  in  the 
county  uf  Richmond  f — A.  I  do  not,  sir. 

ij.  Yon  are  an  officer  of  the  Confederate  Association,  are  you  not? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
know  that  there  were  a  large  number  that  went  from  this  city  and  county,  and  that 
the  Survivors'  Association  here  is  a  large  one.  And  1  know  that  a  great  mnny  have 
mo^ed  in  from  other  sections  and  other  States  here,  and  I  think  the  pension  roll  is 
Ur^c.  1  would  say  that  we  had  a  large  number. 
V.  A  large  proportion  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  Yuu  could  not  form  any  idea  as  to  tlie  number? — A.  I  would  suppose  that  it 
WMuId  he  safe  to  sav  there  were  several  hundred  on  the  list. 
<^.  You  appointed  the  election  managers  in  1892  as  well  as  in  1895? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 
i^.  Y4»n  appointed  practically  the  same  managers  for  the  same  years? — A.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  did;  I  can  not  recall  now  whether  I  did  or  not. 

^^  Who  furnished  you  the  list  of  Populists  for  the  special  election  ? — A.  Mr.  James 
L.  Cartledge.  Me  was  the  representative  of  the  Tribune,  and  one  of  the  most  active 
npre^ntatives  of  the  Populist  party  in  Hicbmond  County.  He  is  the  one  who  would 
come  to  me  ftir  the  use  of  rooms  in  the  court-house  here  for  bohliu^  committee  meet- 
liifDi  or  mass  meetings. 

i^.  Did  you  appoint  the  list  as  he  gate  it  to  you? — A.  I  did  not.  I  stated  to  him  that 
the  responsibility  of  a)>poin(ing  the  managers  rested  upon  me;  that  while  1  intended 
to  give  them  representation,  that  as  far  as  I  would  commit  myself  would  be  the 
receiving  of  the  list  of  names  which  he  furnished.  That  I  would  select  from  that 
li»t  names  for  the  diAerent  precincts,  and  if  I  saw  tit  to  go  out  of  it  I  would  do  so. 

<^.  Yon  did  go  outside  of  that  list,  then  ? — A.  I  went  outside  of  the  list  for  two  of  the 
naiu(>8  for  the  districts  or  precincts  that  he  gave  me.  1  appointe<l  Mr.  L.  W.  Kent  in 
the  First  Ward,  and  Mr.  Seaborn  W.  Brown  in  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- third 
district.  He  furnished  no  name  for  the  village  of  Summerville — the  Twelve  hun- 
dred and  sixty-ninth  district.  I  then  selected  Mr.  Price,  whom  1  learned  was  a  Popu- 
list, and  who  was  the  justice  of  the  peace  elected  for  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty- 
ninth  district. 

<^.  In  reference  to  Mr.  M.  M.  Connor,  judge — you  did  not  put  him  in  the  district 
where  he  resided,  did  you? — A.  I  put  hiui  in  the  Fourth  Ward. 
(^.  He  resided  in  the  Fifth,  did  he  not? — A.  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  If  he  had  served  in  the  Fourth,  that  would  have  deprived  him  of  voting  in  the 
Fifth,  if  he  bad  served  continuously,  would  it  not? — A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Hargraves,  who 
tenred  in  the  Second  Ward,  lived  in  the  First  and  exercised  bis  right  to  vote. 

<^.  Then  he  was  away  from  the  polls  a  part  of  the  time? — A.  i  es,  sir,  I  suppose 
be  was. 

^.  The  polls  close  at  the  same  hour? — A.  No,  sir;  the  court-house  polls  kept  open 
iu)til  6  o'clock. 

(^.  Why  did  you  appoint  Mr.  Connor  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  when  he  lived  in  the 
Fifth  Ward? — A.  Under  the  law  any  qualified  freeholder  is  eligible  to  hold  an  elec- 
tion anywhere,  and  I  wns  in  the  habit  of  appointing  the  managers  irrespective  of 
their  immediate  residence — both  Democrats  and  Populists,  and  others.  There  is  no 
tfuon  for  it  other  than  to  make  up  the  list. 

f4'  Did  you  know  of  the  coolness  or  personal  feeling  between  Mr.  Connor  and  Mr. 
Kiebling  when  yon  appointed  both  to  the  same  ward? — A.  No,  sir;  nor  do  I  know 
of  it  to  this  day.  Ihe  day  before  the  election  I  saw  Mr.  M.  M.  Connor  and  he 
exprestMsd  himself  as  anxious  to  lill  the  appointment  I  made,  and  assigned  as  a 
mton  if  he  did  not  serve  the  fact  of  his  having  i-o  leave  the  city  was  unavoidable, 
vid  that  he  wonld  notify  me  if  he  left,  but  he  never  assigned  any  reason  for  not 
wanting  to  serve  in  that  ward  or  with  the  managers  appointed  for  that  ward. 

Q.  It  waa  a  recognized  fact,  was  it  not,  that  the  election  of  1892  was  unprecedented 
10  far  as  the  number  of  votes  from  a  given  population  was  concerned  ? — A.  I  think 
tbere  was  a  full  vote  in  1892.  I  can  not  say  that  it  was  unprecedented.  I  think 
that  the  election  was  contested,  and  the  election  of  Major  Black  was  confirmed  by 
tbe  action  of  Congress. 

,Q.  Was  not  the  number  of  votes  exceedingly  large  for  the  size  of  your  popula- 
tion f— A.  I  say  that  in  1892  there  was  a  large  vote  polled. 
Q-  Very  large? — A.  Quite  a  large  vote. 
Q.  Was  it  not  a  matter  of  public  talk  that  yonr  vote  was  an  unusually  large — exces- 
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sively  large,  for  yoar  popalation— nearly  one  to  three  f — A.  I  think  Mr.  Watson  and 
his  Iriends  so  claimed. 

Q.  Was  no|;  the  matter  discussed  in  the  Democratic  press  f — A.  I  think  so  far  as 
that  was  concerned  it  waa  that  there  was  an  able  vote. 

Q.  They  aoknowle<lged  that  it  was  a  very  able  vote? — A.  It  was  a  very  good  vote. 
Congress  decided  that  we  were  certainly  within  bounds. 

Q.  But  you  can  not  say  any  moref — A.  They  did  not  so  state,  or  at  least  I  have 
never  received  that  information. 

Q.  There  was  a  feeling  in  the  Democratic  camp,  or  in  the  Democratic  coancils, 
that  the  vote  must  be  restricted  and  held  in,  was  it  not? — A.  When — in  1892 f 

Q.  In  1894. — A.  I  think  Mr.  Black's  tendering  his  resignation  was  evidence  that 
he  preferred  the  race  being  run  over  in  1894. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  dissatisfaiction  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  with  1892 1— 
A.  I  think  they  were  very  well  satisfied. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  ascertain  is,  was  it  not  advi^d  in  the  Democratic  councils  that 
the  vote  be  kept  in  a  proper  bound  in  1894? — A.  I  am  not  aware  of  it. 

Q.  That  only  the  legitimate  vote  of  Richmond  County  be  polled? — A.  I  never 
knew  of  any  counsel  or  advice  other  than  the  giving  of  the  legal  and  proper  vote  at 
any  time;  but  I  do  not  now  recall  any  facts  of  the  character  that  yon  indicate. 

Q.  You  spoke  yesterday  of  arraying  capital  against  labor  as  influencing  very 
active  work  on  the  part  of  the  Democratic  party. — A.  I  said  that  was  one  of  the 
causes.  It  aroused  and  made  active  the  people  of  Augusta  and  the  Democratic 
party. 

Q.  Don*t  yon  know  the  charge  was  made  against  Mr.  VVatson  in  1892  and  in  1891 
by  the  Democratic  leaders  that  he  was  attempting  to  influence  the  colored  vote  and 
to  secure  that  vote  by  arousing  them  against  the  white  people?  Don't  yon  know 
that  wa8  an  argument  againnt  him? — A.  My  rer'ollection  is  that  such  a  charge  was 
made  against  Mr.  Wat<on  as  to  some  of  the  coAntry  counties. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  that  the  Chronicle,  a  daily  paper  published  in  the  city  of 
Augusta,  in  1892,  charged  Mr.  Watson  with  advising  the  colored  people  at  St-ella- 
ville,  in  Jeff^erson  County,  to  vote  regardless  of  the  wiwhes  of  tlie  whiten — if  neces- 
sary, to  use  their  knives'in  making  their  waj'  to  the  polls? — A.  1  don't  recollect  the 
editorial. 

Q.  Don*t  you  recollect  the  ( -hrouicle  came  out  with  a  double-headed  leader  on  tfast 
line? — A.  I  don't  say  that  it  is  not  so,  but  1  do  not  reeollect  it  :it  the  present  time. 

Q.  And  this  was  Just  two  or  thret^  days  before  the  election  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  that  after  the  election  They  said  they  were  mistaken  about 
it — that  their  informant  had  given  them  wrong  information  ? — A.  I  do  not  now  recol- 
lect the  editorial  or  anything  of  that  sort.  I  know  that  in  li<92  there  was  a  ju'reat 
deal  of  feeling. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  not  true? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Watson,  in  1892  and  1894,  .-(l vised  against  n  boycott,  and 
that  he  has  continuously  advised  against  a  boycott? — A.  i  heard  Mr.  Watson's  speech 
here,  where  he  claimed  that  he  had  advised  against  a  boycott;  that  he  was  opposed 
to  it.  My  recollection  is  he  .stated  that  it  might  get  to  where  he  could  not  control 
it.     He  expressed  himsi^lf  as  opposed  to  it. 

Q.  Don't  your  information  upon  tliat  point  cause  you  to  have  knowledge  of  the 
fact  that  he  wjis  constantly  and  persistently  opposetl  against  anything  like  a  l»oy- 
cott? — A.  My  recollection  is  that  he  has  claimed  that  he  has  always  been  opposed 
to  it. 

Q.  Y''oii  spoke  yesterday  of  anarchistic  speeches. — A.  I  don't  think  my  testimony 
was  that. 

Q.  Incendiary  speeclies,  it  is.  Who  made  those  speeches?— A.  I  don't  know  that 
I  used  the  word  incendiary  speeches.  I  slated  that  prior  to  the  election  of  1895 
that  a  very  high  state  of  feeling  existed,  in  whicii  threats  were  made  a«  to  what 
would  be  done;  that  those  threats  were  in  free  circulation.  They  reached  me,  and 
they  reached  the  police  dey»artnient,  whicli  called  for  a  very  large  increase  in  the 
police  force  on  that  day  in  both  the  fourth  and  fifth  wards. 

Q.  What  were  some  of  those  threats?— A.  Information  had  come  that  they  were 
makin«:  the  threats. 

Q.  Who  were? — A.  'I'he  l^opnlists.  'J'hnt  on  the  day  of  the  election  a  difficnlty 
would  ensue,  in  which  one  or  more  negroes  would  he  killed;  and  that  the  negroes 
claimed  that  they  were  advised  to  stay  away  from  that  ward. 

Q.  Who  brought  this  information? — A.  The  information  came  through  the  negroes 
themselves.     It  came  through  the  jjarties  who  claimed  to  have  gotten  it. 

Q.  Can  you  name  some  o^  those  negroes? — A.  I  dont  know  that  I  can  now  recall 
their  names. 

Q.  You  can  not  recall  the  nsuue  of  a  single  negro  who  got  that  information? — A.  It 
came  through  parties  whose  names  I  do  not  at  present  recall. 

Q.  Did  these  parties  bring  it  as  a  matter  of  their  own  knowledge,  or  as  u  matter 
of  hearsay? — A.  They  claimed  that  they  got  it  on  good  information. 
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Q.  Were  there  any  threats  abont  mnninff  over  the  Populista  circulated  at  the  same 
time f— A.  If  there  were  they  were  not  niiMe  to  me. 
Q.  Yon  heard  no  complaint  on  thut  line? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  .And  thene  were  f»imply  va^nernmors  that  were  brought  to  youf — A.^  The^  were 
nrniors.    1  wnnld  luirdly  rail  them  vague.    They  were  deemed  of  sufficient  impor« 
tsDce  both  by  ihe  police  department  and  myself  to  be  prepared  to  prevent  anything 
of  the  kind.    That  was  the  extent  of  the  action  taken. 

Q.  Von  don't  know  what  rumors  the  PopuliBts  may  have  heard  of  their  being  run 
over  by  the  Democrats? — A.  I  do  not.  That  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  know 
ODlem  communicated  to  me  by  them. 

(^.  Yim  don't  know  that  this  preparation  that  you  and  the  police  made  was  really 
Dot  more  necessary  for  the  prote'ttion  of  tlie  Populists  rather  than  for  the  protection 
of  th<'  Democrats,  do  youf — A.  I  am  glnd  to  say  for  the  city  of  Augusta  that  there 
was  no  violence  on  that  day  on  either  side. 

(^.  Did  yon  not  And  out  afterwanls  that  this  was  perhaps  the  mere  talk  of  indi- 
Tidaals  and  did  not  really  amount  to  anything? — A.  I  found  that  there  were  no  acts 
of  vioience  and  no  evidence  of  any  on  that  day. 

Q,  Nor  of  any  preparation  for  any  acts  of  violence? — A.  If  there  were  any  prepara- 
tioim  made  they  did  not  come  to  light. 

Q.  i^eriously  and  candidly,  Judge,  you  saw  nothing  that  indicated  to  you  even  the 
Appearance  of  preparation,  did  you,  except  these  rumors? — A.  I  did  not  see  any- 
tbiDg.  I  was  not  at  their  places  of  meeting,  where  that  would  occur,  nor  was  I  in  a 
position  where  I  would  have  seen  them,  and  did  not  see  them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  else  who  saw  anything  like  ]>reparation  to  organize  a  row 
on  the  day  of  the  election? — A.  I  saw  none  myselt,  and  recall  no  intimation  of  it, 
because  we  were  prepared  to  have  snppreiised  any  trouble. 

(j.  There  was  none  apparent,  n(»r  none  ap])enred  to  be  brooding? — A.  I  was,  as  I 
eay.  very  agreeably  surprised  ut  the  quietness  on  the  day  of  the  election  and  the 
aWncc  of  violence. 

v^.  The  only  trouble  that  yon  have  had  in  your  elections  hrre  for  two  or  three 
Tears  past,  especially  in  these  Con^^ressional  elections,  have  been  simply  acts  of  some 
one  or  two  individns Is,  withont  any  reference  to  party  organizations  or  party  affili- 
ations, have  they  not? — A.  1  ^vas  never  pre8«*iit  at  any  of  those  rows.  As  fstr  as  I 
know,  they  sprang  up  at  the  time,  and  w<-re  the  result  of  personal  differences 
between  the  parties. 

Q.  So  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  there  was  no  organized  eft'ort  upon  tho  part 
of  either  party  to  raise  a  general  row  an»!  tsikc*  chnrge  of  the  pollH?  Did  you  hc.ir  of 
^ytbingof  that  Hort? — A.  I  know  of  none.  It  is  usual  lor  both  sides,  where  there 
are  two  contesting  ))Hrties,  for  ca<-h  to  try  to  gut  to  the  polls  tirsT,  but  I  know  of  no 
effort  to  violently  take  posM'Ssion  of  the  polls. 

Q.  Nor  of  any  disposition  to  do  8o;  no  organization  for  tltat  pnrposef — A.  1  have 
never  seen  any,  ancl  of  my  own  knowledge  know  of  nothing  io  prevent  any  man 
voting  as  he  saw  ]»ropi'r. 

Q.  in  past  troubles  of  that  kind  have  the  individuals  who  lielonged  to  the  Populist 
party  been  the  only  (»nes  who  stilferedf — A.  I  think  not.  I  think  both  sides  suf- 
fered from  the  results. 

^.  In  the  trouble  at  Unrrisbun^,  in  1894,  the  only  man  killed  there  was  a  Populist, 
▼as  he  not? — A.  No.  sir;  there  was  also  a  Democrat — Mr.  Bohler. 
^,  There  were  two  killed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Hohler  whs  uot  pnrtici]iuting  in  the  riot,  was  he? — A.  1  was  not  present. 
Q.  The  othvr  trouble,  whieh  oerurred  near  Bowles's  store,  I  believe  it  was  a  negro 
who  wjiH  killed,  wan  it  not,  in  h^\)l  f — A.  There  was  a  negro  killed  at  the  One  hun- 
<ire<l  HDd  twenty-third  dintriet. 
^.  He  was  a  Popnlit«t,  was  he  not? — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  his  politics, 
tj.  ItoyoQ  know  of  any  speoif»e<i  acts  of  the  Populists  in  the  la*t  two  elections 
'fhicb  would  brand  tliem  as  a  violent  and  law  less  set,  who  indulged  in  incendiary 
J^peerhes  or  proceedings  ? — A.  I  know  of  no  speeiiic  acts.    Of  my  own  knowledge,  I  ilo 
not  re»all  any.     There  were  none  that  I  heard  of. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  any  acts,  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir;  I  know  of  no 
specific  acts,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

^.  1)0  you  know  of  any  speciiic  acts  fioin  other  reliable  sources? — A.  I  say  that  I 
know  of  none,  of  my  own  knowle<lge.    I  know  that  such  things  have  been  claimed 
tbrnn^hout  the  country,  but  I  do  not  know  them. 
^^  You  have  seen  no  evidence  of  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

(i.  Ymh  say  you  did  not  use  the  terra  *'  incendiary  speeches,"  or  you  do  not  recol- 
lect that  term? — A.  If  that  refers  to  speeches  made  by  their  orators,  and  my  hearing 
tbem,  1  did  not. 

^.  Then  1  am  safe  in  quoting  yon  in  saying  that,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  is  con- 
ferned,  you  know  of  no  ineendiury  speeches  having  been  made  by  any  of  the  repre- 
seatativea  of  that  party,  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  I  will  state  that  I  was  never 
present  when  any  was  made. 
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Q.  And  yon  heard  Mr.  Watcion,  in  hie  speech  at  Angnstaf — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  As  a  gen- 
eral rnle  I  go  to  hear  him.    I  know  him. 

Q.  His  fipeerh  was  conservative,  and  far  from  incendiary,  was  it  notf  I  mean  bo 
far  as  onr  relations  with  each  other? — A.  I  did  not  regard  his  speech  here  as  incen- 
diary. He  disclaimed  having  suggested  or  advocated  a  boycott ;  that  he  opposed  it; 
hnt  that  the  ''boys  "  had  started  it,  and  if  things  kept  on  as  they  were  going  he  could 
not  control  the  ''  boys.''  That  is  as  far  as  he  went.  But  he  claimed  for  himself  that 
he  had  always  been  opposed  to  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  happen  to  know  that  he  trades  in  Augusta,  and  ships  his  cotton  here 
and  bnys  his  merchandise  here? — A.  I  do  not  know  it  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  thnt  a  large  proportion  of  the  Populist  negroes  were  kept  from 
voting  on  account  of  the  fear  that  they  would  be  run  over  at  the  polls  by  the  Demo- 
cratic workers? — A.  I  do  not;  nor  do  I  believe  such  to  be  the  ctwe.  It  was  freely 
stated  that  ample  i»rotection  would  be  given  to  everybody  who  was  entitled  t<»  vote, 
to  vote  unmolested.  If  any  were  kept  away  it  was  without  my  knowledge,  and  1 
have  never  heard  any  intimation  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Did  not  a  great  many  of  the  better  class  of  negroes  refrain  from  voting?— 
A.  That  I  do  not  know.     I  can  not  say. 

Q.  Y<»u  said  yesterday  that  the  colored  people  were  influenced  to  vote  for  Major 
Black  because  he  ha<l  been  active  in  church  work  for  them,  and  that  his  party,  the 
Democratic?  party,  had  given  them  nine  mouths  of  free  school,  whereas  the  other 
counties  gave  them  only  two  or  three. — A.  No,  sir;  I  stated  I  <lid  not  know  the 
length  of  time  in  the  other  counties. 

Q.  You  give  the  white  children  the  same? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  the  colored  children  could  not  claim  they  were  being  any  bettor  treated 
than  the  whit«  children? — A.  Nor  could  they  claim  they  were  any  worse  treated. 
Their  schools  are  kept  open  the  same  length  of  time.  'Ihey  are  provided,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  common  schools,  with  a  high  school  for  their  race. 

Q.  Dnii't  yon  know  that  other  counties  give  the  same  facilities  for  the  education 
of  the  colored  children  that  they  do  to  the  white? — A.  I  do  not  know  it  of  my  own 
knowledge.     Xnr  do  I  know  that  there  is  any  discrimination. 

Q.  So  you  don't  know  that  you  claim  any  more  for  RichuKmd  County,  or  the  Democ- 
racy of  Richmond  County,  any  more  than  is  claimed  by  the  country  counties?— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  1  claim  this:  That  in  addition  to  the  tax  raised  by  the  State — the  jren- 
eral  tax — that  we  submit  to  a  local  tax  which  largely  sapplement«  it,  and  that  Rich- 
mond County  contributes  to  all  the  other  counties  in  the  State  in  getting  the  terms 
that  obtain  in  those  counties. 

Q.  The  legislation  which  gives  Richmond  County  her  long  free  school  term  was 
passed  during  the  Republican  rule  in  Georgia,  was  It  not? — A.  No,  sir.  It  was  passed 
in  1872,  I  think. 

Q.  It  was  a  modification  of  the  plan  established  under  Republican  rule? — A.  No, 
sir;  it  was  a  distinct  and  original  plan. 

Q.  Was  it  a  new  plan? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Previous  to  1872  you  only  had  the  usual  allotment  for  free  schools?— A.  Only 
the  usual  free  school  laws  prevailed  here.  v\'e  had  two  free  schools,  but  one  was  an 
endowed  free  school.  There  was  the  Augusta  free  school,  and  the  other  was  a  bequest 
from  a  man  by  the  name  of  Horton,  and  was  controlled  by  trustees. 

Q.  This  legislation  you  refer  to  was  accomplished  in  1872? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  think 
that  was  passed  in  1872. 

Q.  And  not  nnder  Republican  rule? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Colored  ]ieople  and  colored  ]>roperty  owners  contribute  to  that  free-school 
tax? — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  the  extent  of  their  property. 

Q.  Their  poll  tax  also  goes  the  same  way? — A.  That  poll  tax  is  a  State  tax. 

Q.  But  Richmond  County  gets  her  proportion? — A.  That  goes  into  the  general 
State  school  fund,  and  is  distributed  by  the  school  commissioner. 

Q.  And  Kichmond  County  gets  her  part? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  that  means  you  are  enabled  to  give  nine  months  public  schools? — A.  Yes, 
sir.  Before  yoii  get  oft'  the  question  of  schools,  I  wish  to  say  that  Richmond  County, 
by  the  general  State  tax  and  by  a  spooial  State  tax,  paid  into  the  State  treasury  over 
$100,000  for  educational  purposes.  That  is  my  recollection.  Of  that,  there  is  only 
appropriated  back,  I  think,  $39,000,  so  that  Richmond  County,  in  addition  to  what 
she  does  for  her  own  children,  contributes  that  amount  to  the  other  counties  in  the 
State. 

Q.  This  three  ballot  box  system.  Was  that  a  recent  thing?  Did  you  ever  use 
three  ballot  boxes  previous  to  1892? — A.  Previous  to  18921  think  we  need  more  than  one 
ballot  box.  Previous  to  1892  we  had  two  boxes  at  the  court-house  under  separate 
and  distinct  managers,  but  under  the  election  law  we  found  that  we  cenld  not  have 
two  precincts  at  one  poll.  W^e  could  have  two  or  more  boxes,  but  they  had  to  be 
under  the  supervision  of  the  same  board  of  managers. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  two  managers.    Did  you  have  one  for  the  white  and  one  for  the 
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roIor«dr — A.  Under  my  administration  we  have  never  made  any  distinction.  They 
were  boxen  one,  two,  and  three.  Sometimes  the  practical  working  of  it  would  be 
that  the  colored  voters  would  mainly  go  to  one  box,  but  there  was  no  distinction. 

Q.  Yon  fonnd  three  ballot  boxes  necessary  since  1892 f — A.  We  have  wherever  the 
ret!tf<tration  was  snilicient  to  reqnire  it. 

Q.  Abont  whnt  registered  vote  do  yon  think  requires  three  ballot  boxes  in  a  pre- 
ciDctr — A.  In  an  active  contest,  where  the  vote  is  kept  open  from  8  until  3,  taking 
the  ways  in  which  parties  can  absent  themselves  from  their  work,  etc.,  I  do  not 
think  over  600  can  be  voted  at  a  single  box  where  the  couteflt  was  active  and  there 
wax  challenging. 

(}.  Tiider  the  new  registration  law,  now,  you  have  no  challenging f — A.  I  don't 
tbiuk  the  registry  law  does  awny  with  challenginir. 

Q.  It  is  not  practiced  now,  is  it? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you. 

Q.  I  mean  here. — A.  It  was  not  resorted  to  as  on  former  occasions,  but.  while  I 
think  under  the  law  the  decision  of  the  registrars  is  conclusive  as  to  the  quHliticution 
of  a  penwin  whose  name  is  there  as  a  votir,  yet  it  does  not  prevent  the  chnllpuging 
of  the  identity  of  a  person  voting,  and  therefore  delays  could  he  ma<le. 

Q.  As  a  matt'Cr  of  fact,  it  was  practically  abandoned  at  this  special  election! — A. 
I  think  it  was  very  little  reborted  to,  if  any,  at  the  sp^'cial  ele<;tion. 

<^.  Your  estimate  is  that  one  ballot  box  is  necessary  for  each  600  registered  voters  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^  An.-l  this  system  of  having  three  bsillot  boxes  was  inaugurated  in  1892  at  the 
Conjrressional  election  f— A.  I  did  not  so  state.  I  stated  that  prior  to  that  we  had 
two  boxes  at  the  conrt-houso. 

Q.  Rut  never  three  up  to  that  time? — A.  I  do  not  now  recall. 

q,  Previous  to  1892?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  havi»  your  r*»gistered  list  in  alphabetical  order,  do  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
they  lire  in  alphabetical  order. 

f^  The  colored  list  separate  from  the  wl>ite  list? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  The  colored  voter  votes  at  a  separate  box  fVom  the  white  voters? — A.  No,  sir. 

q.  Practically,  do  not  tho  colored  vot-ers  vote  at  one  box  at  the  coiirt-honae  and 
the  white*)  at  another? — A.  I  have  seeti  that  done,  and.  I  have  also  seen  them  vote' 
iodlBcriminatelv  in  both  boxes. 

q.  You  wer  •  at  tlie  conrt-houMe  on  the  day  oC  the  election? —  \.  Yes,  sir. 

i].  You  saw  the  election  g<»inp  cm? — A.  I  was  not  at  the  polls  •ontinuo'iRly. 

q.  Can  yon  say  whether  they  voted  in  the  same  box,  or  whetlier  they  had  separate 
boxes  for  the  two  races? — A.  My  recollection  is  that  they  voted  iudiscriminafely  in 
both  boxes. 

Q.  You  say  the  white  list  is  arranijed  alphabetically,  and  the  colored  list  is 
arrsnjjed  alphabetically? — A.  They  are  arranged  ali>liJibetically  so  far  as  the  letters 
brjrinniiijr  the  names  are  cfuicerned.  They  are  not  arranged  alphabetically  accord- 
iu^  to  the  vowel  system.  For  instance,  the  name  Samuels  might  be  at  the  end  of 
the  S'h.  and  Smith  might  :vp]iear  as  tho  first  name. 

Q.  With  thene  lists,  a«  you  have  described  them,  it  is  very  easy  for  a  man  to  glance 
d<»wn  the  list  and  catch  th«»  name  of  a  voter,  is  it  not? — A.  ITnder  this  syst«»m  I 
think  it  would  take  much  longer  time  than  it  would  where  it  was  arranged  accord- 
iD|f  to  vowels. 

q.  Bat  would  it  not  be  a  very  small  job,  or  the  work  of  a  moment,  for  an  expert 
man  to  glance  down  that  list  and  catch  the  name  of  a  voter  so  that  they  could  vote 
practically  as  fast  as  they  could  deposit  their  ballots? — A.  1  would  say  not. 

<^  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  vot-e  is  polled  within  the  first  two 
or  three  hours  after  the  polls  are  opened? — A.  As  a  general  rule  there  is  a  large  vote 
polleil  just  after  the  opening  of  the  polls.  Then  the  vote  is  rather  scattering  until 
certain  honm  in  the  (\ay — notably  the  dinner  hour,  and  then  at  the  court-house  at 
the  closing  hour;  but  mainly  at  the  dinner  hour  and  the  opening  hour. 

Q.  At  the  Fourth  Ward  polls  how  many  boxes  did  you  have? — A.  Three. 

Q.  Abont  how  many  votes  were  polled  at  that  precinct? — A.  I  think  there  was  in 
the  neighborhood  of  1,900. 

Q.  That  was  about  600  per  box?— A.  A  little  more  than  600. 

Q.  Al>ont  630?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  polls  opened  at  what  time? — A.  They  opened  at  8  and  closed  at  3. 

Q.  That  is  seven  honrs? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  four  hundred  and  twenty  minutes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  jon  would  have  to  vote  one  and  one-half  votes  per  minute  to  aocomplish 
what  was  done  there  that  day,  would  you  not? — A.  If  the  number  of  minutes  is  a» 
yon  state,  and  I  was  correct  as  to  the  number  of  polls,  I  think  so. 

Q.  Then  yhu  were  mistaken  yesterday  in  your  estimate  that  it  would  reqnire  an 
average  of  about  three  minutes  to  vote? — A.  If  that  is  correct  it  seems  I  had  over- 
estimated it. 

Q.  Yea  stated  that  yon  were  acquainted  with  the  plan  upon  which  Mi^or  Blaok 
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placed  his  selection.  That  he  had  conversations  with  yon  in  reference  to  the  manner 
m  which  he  wanted  the  managers  selected  and  the  election  conducted? — A.  1  stated 
that  I  had  frequent  converBations  with  Major  Black.  I  did  not  state  anything  in 
reference  to  the  selection  of  the  mauaffern,  but  in  reference  to  the  general  manage- 
ment and  conduct  of  the  election  as  from  his  standpoint;  and  that  he  urged  that 
every  precaution  be  taken  to  have  a  fair  election,  and  that  every  possible  opportunity 
for  irregularities  be  provided  against.  And  that  he  took  that  position  in  his  speeches 
at  the  opera  house. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  Major  Black  has  the  reputation  for  purity  in  politics 
which  is  not  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  gentlemen  who  conducted  nis  campaign ;  not 
so  thoroughly  enjoyed  as  he  enjoys  f — ^A.  I  do  not.  1  think  those  who  had  the  manage- 
ment of  Majur  Black's  campaign  were  just  as  strong  for  purity  as  he. 

Q.  Don't  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  Major  Black  is  not  considered  an 
active,  aggressive,  up-to-date  politician  as  the  gentlemen  who  conducted  his  cam- 
paign are  considered  f — A.  I  don't  know  that  Major  Black  could  be  termed  a  practi- 
cal politician.    I  think  he  prides  himself  on  the  fact  that  ho  is  uot. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  has  been  called  an  Arcadian  iu  his  politics? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  have  heard  that  given  to  him. 

Q.  So  that  you  and  he  discussing  those  matters — you  the  representative  of  the  law 
in  Kichmond  County,  and  Major  Black  being  Arcadian  in  politics — don't  yon  know 
the  boys  were  merely  winking  at  you  while  they  were  doing  the  work  for  the  )iarty  f— 
A.  I  can  not  say  that  I  am  aware  of  that.  My  sight  is  uot  very  good,  aud  I  can  not 
see  a  wink  very  far  off.  1  stated  that  as  far  as  I  could  see  of  the  managers  of  Major 
Black's  campaign,  they  were  very  anxious  to  have  a  fair  election. 

Q.  Recognizing  the  fact  that  both  you  and  Major  Black  were  discussing  fair  plans, 
don't  you  know  that  the  active  and  live  politicians  were  running  the  schedule  of 
voters  with  the  idea  of  putting  the  major  inf — A.  There  was  entliusiusm  auion;;  bis 
friends,  but  if  they  were  resorting  tn  fraud,  aud  so  on,  it  did  uot  fall  under  mj 
observation. 

Q.  You  did  have  occasion  to  strike  from  the  list  of  registered  voters  these  jieople 
who  represented  that  they  lived  in  the  cemeteriesf — A.  Yes,  sir.  But  1  am  uot  pre- 
•pared  to  say  those  were  fraudulent  registrations.  I  did  not  know  the  numbers,  but 
I  kneiA  those  were  impossible  places.  Possibly  I  may  have  been  mistaken,  aud  those 
were  legally  qualified  voters  and  were  simply  mistaken  as  to  their  ntre^t  and  uum- 
ber;  but,  not  being  able  in  the  short  time  we  had  to  ascertain  any  thiug  about  them, 
I  asked  that  their  names  be  stricken. 

Q.  They  never  appeared,  or  could  not  be  found  and  brought  to  court  to  show  their 
right  to  register t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  spolce  yesterday  of  Major  Black's  address  at  the  opera  house  to  the  people. 
Don't  you  know  that  Major  Black's  address  at  the  opera  house  was  one  of  the  most 
inflammatory  utterances  that  wero  made  during  the  campaitrn?  Do  you  recollect 
that  he  stigmatized  the  Populists  as  bein>;  *'law  breakers"  aud  '^anarchists"  during 
that  address f — A.  I  do  not  recollect  his  language. 

Q.  You  recollect  that  it  was  very  severe f — A.  I  remember  that  he  was  very  earnest 
in  the  defense  of  himself  and  his  friends  against  the  assaults  and  charges  that  bad 
been  made. 

Q.  Don't  you  recollect  that  be  excoriated  the  Populists  and  stigmatized  them  as 
''anarchists/'  and  went  so  far  as  to  call  them  red-handed  and  lawless  menf — A.  My 
recollection  is  he  did  arraign  the  Populists  severely. 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  most  severe  utterance  that  you  heard  during  the  campaign  from 
any  speaker  f — A.  1  will  state  that  I  heard  very  few  speeches  during  the  campaign. 
I  live  out  of  the  city,  and,  as  a  rule,  do  not  hear  them. 

Q.  That  was  the  most  severe  criticism  you  heard  from  any  party  or  any  people f— 
A.  I  thought  it  was  a  stroug  arraignuient,  and,  as  I  stated,  I  heard  very  few  speeches. 
I  think  that  the  arraignment  of  the  Democrats  and  Democratic  leaders  through  the 
PopuliHt  press  was  etiually  severe. 

Q.  That  was  not  any  public  speaker's  utterance. — A.  It  is  giving  it  much  wider 
circulation  than  would  be  possible  if  it  came  from  the  lips  of  a  speaker. 

Q.  Delivered  in  the  impassioned  manner  in  which  Major  Black  delivers  a  speech, 
was  it  not  calculated  to  stir  up  feeling  more  forcibly  than  the  press? — A.  I  think  the 
press  is  a  very  powerful  agency. 

Q.  But  au  impassioned  orator  like  Major  Black  would  likely  stir  up  his  friends  and 
antagonize  his  political  opponents? — A.  I  think  Major  Bla*'k  was  very  much  aroused; 
under  the  c i re n instances  I  thought  very  properly  aud  justly  so  upon  that  occasion. 

Q.  That  was  caused  by  the  lethargy  of  his  frieuds  and  not  occasioned  by  the  acts  of 
the  Poimlists,  was  it? — A.  1  thiuk  it  was  the  result  of  a  combination,  not  so  much 
of  lethargy  of  his  friends  as  the  conduct  of  others — of  the  Populists  and  of  the  action 
of  some  who  claime<l  to  be  his  friends.    1  think  that  was  the  moving  feeling. 

Q.  I  want-ed  to  ask  you,  Was  there  any  course  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Populists 
that  authorized  that  excoriation  at  that  time?    Were  not  we  in  a  comparatively  quiet 
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itota;  there  were  no  aja^gresstve  iitteranoes  on  either  sidef — A.  With  the  oxception 
of  parties  who  were  pitcbin;^  into  him  individaally  as  u  osndidate  of  the  Dt^mocraoy^ 
I  think  that  the  Populists  wore  qniet;  but,  so  far  as  the  public  view  was  coDcerned, 
the  active  aj^encies  at  work  in  this  county  at  that  time  were  the  A.  P.  A.'s  und  the 
party  heade<l  l»y  Mr.  Thompson.  I  think  the  Populists  were  willing  to  let  that  crowd 
coQie  to  the  front. 

Q.  That  is  simply  a  matter  of  opinion? — A.  From  appearances  that  was  the  ciise. 

Q.  The  Democratic  party  was  also  willing  to  recei\  c  the  support  of  that  element  f — 
A.  They  never  courted  it. 

(^  They  did  not  reject  it? — A.  They  did  not  run  alt.^r  it. 

(j.  A  i;ood  many  that  belonged  to  tii:it  party  or  orgsmizat ion  voted  with  the  Demo- 
rnitic  party,  did  they  not? — A.  1  don  t  know  that  they  did. 

<^  You  don't  know  but  that  there  were  some  who  did? — A.  Po»sibly  there  might 
havit  br«u  8onie  individuals,  but  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  of  none. 

V-  Yon  say  tlie  registration  law  was  inspired  by  Major  Black  and  his  friends  in 
Kirhuioud  County? — A.  That  is  my  idea. 

(j.  Yon  also  htated  that  Major  Mc(jrcgor,  who  was  Mr.  Watson^s  campaij^u  mana- 
ger, fought  that  bill? — A.  That  was  my  understivmling. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  Maj<»r  McGregor  and  the  Populists  favored  a  substitute  for 
that  hill  known  as  the  Branham  bill? — A.  During  that  time  I  was  very  busy,  and  I 
am  not  familiar  with  the  details  of  the  tight  that  to<»k  place  in  the  legislature.  I 
know  that  the  bill  was  introduced  and  pressed  by  Mr.  Fleming.  The  understanding 
was  that  it  was  opposed  by  the  Populists  headed  by  Major  McGregor.  My  recollec- 
tioD  now  is  that  the  difference  or  dispute  arose  between  Mr.  Fleming  and  Mr.  McGregor 
aa  to  bis  eflbrts  to  defeat  the  bill;  that  thera  was  a  combination,  or  attempted  com^ 
bination,  between  him  and,  I  think  the  president  ot  the  senate,  either  upon  the 
insurance  bill  or  the  exposition  appropriation  from  the  State.  I  know  nothing  as  to 
any  anbstitote  of  Mr.  McGregor's. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  Mr.  McGregor  did  not  advocate  a  bill  which 
he  regarded  as  superior  to  Mr.  Fleming's? — A.  If  he  did,  I  do  not  know  it.  I  think 
Mr.  Fleming  charged  that  Mr.  McGregor  had  combined  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  passage  of  the  insurance  bill.  I  heard  subsequently  that  it  was  the  exposition 
appropriation  bill  that  the  combination  was  probably  formed  for. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  Mr.  McGregor  did  not 
advocate  a  bill  which  he  considered  the  superior  of  Mr.  Fleming's  bill? — A.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  he  did  not.  If  he  did,  it  never  came  to  my  knowledge.  I  did 
not  keep  op  with  all  the  substitutes  and  amendments  and  parliamentary  tactics  that 
were  adopted. 

y.  Yon  said  yon  considered  the  United  States  censns  as  incorrect? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
>aid  that  in  my  judgment  they  did  not  give  us  the  population  that  we  were  entitled 
to,  and  I  think  that  opinion  was  participated  in  by  the  people  here  pretty  generally. 

<j.  That  is  the  usual  case,  is  it  not,  with  growing  cities — ^their  citizens  are  influ- 
enced to  believe  that  they  do  not  get  their  full  number? — A.  Perhaps  so;  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say.  We  were  not  satisfied  ourselves.  I  see  by  the  World  Almanac  that 
the  census  of  Atlanta  in  1890  was  66,000.  The  World  now  admits  or  places  the  pop- 
ulation of  Atlanta  at  114,000, 1  think. 

(j.  Has  not  Atlanta  grown  much  more  rapidly  than  Augusta  within  the  last  few 
jearsf— A.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  has. 

^.  Much  more  rapidly  ? — A.  We  claim  to  have  grown.  I  am  willing  to  give  Atlanta 
a  little  the  advantage ;  Atlanta  has  grown  a  great  deal. 

Q.  Did  you  have  occasion  to  be  around  the  polls  in  1892  and  1894? — ^A.  As  a  rule,  I 
wonlil  visit  some  orthe  different  polls  during  the  day.  I  never  participated  in  can- 
Tassin^,  nor  stayed  around  the  polls  during  the  whole  day. 

V-  ^ou  saw  no  irre;;ularities  practiced  in  1892? 

Contestee's  counsel  object  to  the  foregoing  question  as  to  the  election  of  1892  and 
18M,  as  being  irrelevant  to  the  issue  now  being  investigated.) 

Witness.  I  will  answer  that  none  fell  under  my  observation. 

Q.  You  vinited  the  various  polls  in  1892? — A.  The  only  thing  that  occurred  in  the 
••lection  of  1892,  which,  I  think,  was  claimed — and  1  directed  its  immediate  removal — 
was  that  in  the  First  Ward,  in  order  to  prevent  the  confusion  of  the  calling  of  the 
namea,  they  had  placed  a  partition  between  the  two  boxes.  1  immediatelv  ordered 
that  stopped;  and  in  subsequent  elections  took  steps  to  see  that  nothing  of  the  kind 
oonld  possibly  be  done. 

Q.  Yon  saw  no  repeating  in  1892,  or  other  irregularities? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  And  in  1894,  the  same  way? — A.  Well,  in  1894,  1  can  not  say  that  I  saw  any 
a<:taal  repeating.  Toward  the  close  1  saw  that  they  had  voted  a  very  large  vote; 
but  I  can  not  swear  that  I  saw  anyone  vote  more  than  one  time. 

Q.  Your  suspicions  were  aroused  by  the  active  way  in  which  they  voted? — A.  Yes, 
«r;  but  1  could  not  identify  any  party  who  may  have  voted  more  than  once. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Gordon  C.  Williams  yesterday,  and  said  that  he  plead  guilty.    To 
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what  charge  did  he  plead  |[^uiltyf  — A.  He  was  before  the  court  od  several  charges— 
four  or  Hve.    One  was  for  keeping  a  gambling  hoase. 

Q.  Just  Htate  to  which  he  plead  gailty. — A.  He  was  also  charged  with  selling 
liquor  without  a  license;  with  selling  liquor  to  minors.  He  plead  guilty  to  the 
charge  of  keeping  a  gaming  house. 

Q.  Was  he  indicted  or  tried  on  an  accusation f — A.  Tried  on  an  accnsatiou. 

Q.  Wore  the  people  who  gambled  at  his  house  tried  alsof — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  \\  ere  they  iirreHiedf — A.  1  think  there  were  some  lifteen  aiTested. 

Q.  What  became  of  those  eases  where  they  wrre  jointly  accused^ — A.  They  were 
not  jointly  accused  with  him.  He  wms  charged  with  being  the  keejier  of  a  gamiog 
house;  these  others  were  boys,  and  minorsi  and  factory  operatives,  who  were  charged 
with  gaming. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  cases  against  themf — A.  They  are  now  pending. 

Q.  They  have  not  yet  been  tried? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  since  he  was  convicted f — A.  About  forty  or  fifty  days  ago. 

Q.  Have  you  held  a  term  of  criminal  court  since  that  time? — A.  Not  for  juiy  trials. 

Q.  Are  these  parties  to  be  tried  by  jury? — A.  They  have  a  right  to  demand  trial 
by  jury. 

Q.  That  is  the  reason  those  parties  have  not  been  tried? — A.  iSome  of  them  may 
not  be  pushed  to  trial. 

Q.  Is  there  any  agreement  to  allow  the  cases  against  some  of  them  to  be  nolle 
pressed  or  closed  if  they  testified  against  Williams? — A.  I  know  of  no  arrungement 
of  that  sort.  That  is  generally  called  to  the  attention  of  the  court.  The  court  does 
not  participate  in  those  agreements.  It  is  sometimes  done  when  they  turn  States 
evidence. 

Q.  In  this  case,  you  don't  know  whether  it  was  done  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  plea  of  guilty  genrrally  iudicateM  something  of  that  sort,  does  it  not;  that 
the  accused  expects  the  witnesses  to  testify  against  himf — A.  I  don't  know  that.  I 
think  it  indicates  a  mere  consciousness  upon  the  part  of  the  defendant  that  he  is 
guilty. 

Q.  You  think  the  conscience  of  the  defendant  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it? — A. 
I  think  conscience  indicates  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  that  he  is  guilty  or  can  be 
convicted;  because  I  think  there  were  ofiicers  enough  to  have  convicted  him  without 
the  aid  of  his  codefendants. 

Q.  But  this  fact  remains — that  the  codefendants  have  not  yet  been  tried?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  they  will  be  or  not? — A.  They  are  there  to  be  called. 

Q.  They  will  be  called?—  A.  I  can  not  look  ahead  aud  see  what  dispositiou  will  be 
made  of  the  cases. 

Q.  You  stated  those  ballot  boxes  were  so  placed  that  the  managers  could  see  all 
three  of  the  boxes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  would  be  impossible  for  a  manager  here  at  the  court-house  to  see  all  three 
of  the  boxes  at  the  same  time,  would  it  not? — A.  There  were  two  boxes  at  the  conrt- 
house. 

Q.  If  a  manager  was  engaged  in  taking  a  vote  at  one  box,  and  was  occupied  at 
that  time,  he  would  not  be  able  to  superintend  all  of  the  other  boxes? — A.  It  was 
within  the  power  or  privilege  of  the  manager  to  have  a  clerk  to  have  examined  the 
list  aud  to  have  kept  his  eye  upon  all  of  the  boxes. 

Q.  If  the  Populist  manager  at  the  court-house  was  busily  engaged  in  superintend- 
ing one  box,  and  a  clerk  at  the  other  box  had  been  disposed  to  substitute  ballots, 
could  it  not  have  been  very  eiisily  done?  If  the  Populist  manager  had  been  occu- 
pied, and  could  not  supervise  the  taking  of  votes  in  the  other  box,  would  it  not  have 
been  easy  to  substitute  ballots? — A.  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer  that.  I  t^hoald 
think  it  would  be  impossible  lor  him  to  do  it  without  being  detected.  The  manager 
might  not  have  detected  it,  but  there  is  the  voter  looking  at  him  until  the  vote  goes 
into  the  box.  There  are  the  bystanders,  and  the  two  other  managers,  aud  all  the 
clerks  in  the  room.  I  will  say  this,  that  it  is  very  improbable  that  ne  could  success- 
fully do  it. 

Q.  If  the  manager  at  the  other  box  were  so  disposed,  and  the  voter  could  not  read, 
would  it  not  be  a  very  easy  matter  to  substitute  tickets  where  they  were  all  the  same 
color? — A.  Not  if  the  voter  watched  his  ticket  from  the  time  it  went  out  of  hishaod 
until  it  went  into  the  box. 

Q.  With  the  vote  being  actively  taken,  as  it  was  at  these  places,  and  the  voter 
being  hurried  along  as  rapidly  as  possible,  would  it  not  have  been  a  very  easy  mat- 
ter to  substitute  a  ballot  as  the  man  turned  to  put  it  in  the  box? — ^A.  I  do  not  thiuk 
it  would  have  been  an  easy  matter.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  would  be 
inipossible.    I  think  it  would  be  very  improbable  that  it  could  be  successfully  done. 

Q.  The  voters,  as  a  rule,  were  moved  on  just  as  rapidly  as  they  voted,  were  they 
not? — A.  As  far  as  my  observation  goes,  they  were  given  ample  time  to  vote  and 
have  their  ballot  deposited.     I  have  never,  at  any  of  the  precincts,  either  in  that 
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eleelion  or  in  others,  seen  MrLere  they  were  liurried  or  forced  away.  They  were  not 
allowed  to  spend  the  day  nronnd  the  box,  but  I  thin  1c  ample  time  was  allowed.  As 
a  l^etteral  rule,  I  would  say  that  both  sides  were  repit* seuted  at  each  window. 

i^.  You  don't  kuoM'  that  both  sides  were  represented  at  any  particular  precinct  f — 
A.  1  can  not  recall  now.  'J'he  general  rule  and  prnctice  has  been  that  both  sides 
v»«re  represented  at  each  box. 

Q.  You  can  not  say  that  the  Populists  were  represented  at  any  particular  precinct 
at  this  special  election  f — A.  I  can  say  this :  1  never  went  to  any  precinct  where  I 
n  as  8truck  with  their  absence. 

(^.  ^on  are  not  very  well  acquainted  with  ihem,  are  jou? — A.  Yes,  sir;  1  know 
them  very  well. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  L unbar  as  being  a  man  of  peculiar  ideas  and  active 
in  politics. — A.  Did  1  say  "peculiar  ideasf  *  I  stated  that  Mr.  l>uubai-  was  u  very 
impalnive  gentleman,  and  that  he  was  aetive  in  j)oliti(  s. 

(^.  Don't  you  know  that  his  activity  in  politiCK  hsB  only  been  ehanicterized  by  his 
def>ire  to  have  a  iair  and  full  CNyresKion  ol  the  le^al  vote?  Has  not  that  been  the 
theme  of  his  converbatiou  and  the  object  of  his  etibits? — A.  1  do  not  know  that  to 
be  the  case. 

Q.  Has  he  not  so  expressed  him&ell — has  not  tliat  betn  the  character  of  his  utler- 
SDceB; — A.  Gh,  yes;  1  think  he  Luh  elaimtd  that;  that  he  is  an  atlvocate  of  pure 
methiwls  in  elections.  1  think  ^r.  Lunbsr  has  been  very  active  from,  you  mi(;ht 
6ay,  the  start  of  the  C8ni)>aign. 

Q.  His  activity  has  only  extended  to  havinir  pure  methods,  the  <]uaiified  list  of 
Toters.  and  thingH  of  that  sort f— A.  I  know  this,  that  he,  as  far  as  I  could  jutige, 
was  au  enthusinhtie  supporter  of  Mr.  AVatsou,  an(i  that  he  was  an  ardent  and  enthu- 
siastic member  of  thu  A.  P.  A.  And,  also,  that  he  was  present  at  the  speech  made  by 
Mr.  Watson  down  here,  and  he  seemed  to  b«'  as  enthusiastic  as  any  oi  the  other  mem- 
l>ers  here  ol  the  party.  I  stated  yesterday  that  he  wa^  chairman  of  the  advisory 
coancil  of  the  A.  P.  A.;  he  was  also  chairman  of  one  of  their  local  organizations. 
I  hsTe  seen  him  on  the  street  comers  and  in  groups  with  parties  whom  1  knew  took 
au  interest  in  politics,  and  that  he  was  generally  talking  and  excited. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  liis  eflbrts  have  been  simply  in  the  furtherance  of  the  ideas 
that  you  and  Major  Black  discussed  as  proper  and  legitimate  and  the  proper  thing 
to  dot— A.  He  never  offered  to  unite  with  Major  Black  and  myself  in  bringing  that 
abont. 

Q.  Yon  and  Major  Black  di£fered  from  him  in  your  methods f — A.  As  to  parties,  we 
differed  in  our  methods. 

Q.  So  far  as  his  public  utterances  were  concerned,  and  so  far  as  his  aetive  efforts, 
tbey  were  simply  in  furtherance  of  the  same  plans  that  yon  and  Major  Black  agreed 
qnietly  were  proper.    Is  not  that  the  fact?— A«  I  never  heard  Mr.  Dunbar  make  a 
speech. 
Q.  Do  you  indulge  in  speechmaking? — A.  No,  sir. 

(4.  WeU,  his  ideas  were  simply  in  line  with  the  ideas  indulged  in  by  vourself  and 
Major  Black,  so  far  as  seeking  the  purity  of  the  ballot  was  concerned  T — A.  1  don't 
know  what  his  methods  were  other  than  gathered  from  his  articles  in  the  press.  He 
diflered  from  us  on  party  principles,  and  we  differ  on  down  to  municipal  politics, 
and  1  don't  know  but  what  we  differ  in  methods.  I  know  I  do,  and  I  think  Major 
Black  is  the  same  way ;  we  are  opposed  to  secret  orders  in  politics.  He  seems  to  be 
a  champion  and  an  advocate  of  that  kind. 

Q.  If  the  A.  P.  A.  was  not  committed  to  the  Populists,  or  to  their  cause,  and  was 
DODpartisan  in  politics,  then  you  would  not  say  that  he  advocated  measures  other 
than  you  and  Major  Black  advocate,  so  far  as  the  purity  of  the  ballot  box  goes,  would 
youf — A.  If  you  eliminate  the  A.  P.  A.  movement  from  it. 

(^.  Did  be  not  advocate  simply  what  you  and  the  Major  thought  proper? — A.  As 
(iiM  our  expressions  were  concerned,  I  will  sav  we  did  not  differ. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  he  is  a  conscientious,  nonest  man? — A.  AY  ell,  he  is  a  Meth- 
odist preacher.  I  know  nothing  of  his  private  character  that  would  make  me  say 
otherwise.  I  think  he  is  conscientious,  but  I  also  think  he  is  very  much  wrong  in 
hia  ideas. 

Q.  Now,  as  to  Dr.  Stradley,  he  is  the  pastor  of  the  leading  Methodist  Church  in 
An^nista,  is  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  oldest,  and  as  the  Central  Methodist  Church, 
could  be  termed  the  leading  one. 

Q.  A  church  which  has  as  wealthy  and  refined  a  congregation  as  any  Methodist 
Charchin  the  city? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  It  has  as  much  wealth  as  any,  but  there  is  not 
very  much  there.  It  is  not  a  wealthy  congregation,  but  it  is  the  leading  Methodist 
Chorch  in  Augpista. 

Q.  He  has  been  the  paator  of  that  church  for  three  years? — A.  He  has  been  the 
PMtor  for  two  yean,  and  is  now  entering  upon  his  third. 

Q.  I  believe  you  stated  he  waa  not  active  in  politics  nor  any  public  movements 
except  church  moyements? — ^A.  None  that  I  know  of. 
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Q.  The  list  that  you  sa'w  handed  the  rtgiatiarB  Tvas  given  very  isdifTeieDt  sort  of 
oonaideration? — A.  I  think  it  was  given  >(■!>'  earelul  consideration;  as  carelnl  as  it 
was  possible  1o  be  given  in  the  time  allowed  nnder  the  law  lor  its  consideration. 

Q.  The  short  time  allowed  under  the  law  was  such  ai*  to  render  its  full  considera- 
tion pructically  impossible,  you  think  f — A.  I  think  the  length  of  time  was  not  suf- 
ficient to  halve  gone  into  the  trial  ol  each  individual  case  with  that  particularity  and 
minuteness  that  would  be  re<iuired  in  a  court  of  law. 

Q.  Would  you  say  that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  go  into  the  details  sufficiently 
careful  to  say  that  the  list  ns  made  up  was  correct? — A.  I  think  it  was  sufficiently 
careful  and  close  as  was  warranted  by  the  testimony  that  was  submitted  in  support 
of  the  challenges. 

Q.  Did  the  registrars  make  any  active  efforts  to  fully  invi-stigate  that  alleged 
default  list? — A.  Tbey  did.  £ver;(  name  on  the  default  list  was  gone  over  by  the 
registrars.  Mr.  Hargraves,  the  Populist  registrar,  checked  the  colored  list  from 
beginning  to  end  witn  the  list  furnished  by  the  registering  officer.  Dr.  Neil  Mclnnes 
checked  the  white  lint. 

Q.  Weil,  now,  were  those  parties  summoned  to  appear  before  the  registrars — these 
lists  ol  challenges? — A.  Every  party  against  whom  there  was  an  objection,  whether 
legal  or  merely  formal,  a  summons  was  issued  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  officers 
and  served  or  attempted  to  be  served.  As  lar  as  1  know,  they  were  served.  Sum- 
mons were  then  issued  for  every  man  who  had  an  affidavit  attached  to  a  list  of  names 
that  he  claimed  to  have  examined,  and  they  were  brought  before  the  board  of  regis- 
trars. Every  witness  that  they  desired  to  sustain  or  substantiate  them  was  sum- 
moned. And  I  remember  being  nreseut  when  one  or  more  cases — one  1  recall  now— 
was  gone  into  with  about  as  mucfi  particularity  as  would  have  been  in  a  court.  Every 
party  who  was  said  to  have  given  any  information  was  sent  for. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  that  investigation  ? — A.  The  result  of  that  investigation 
was  it  was  shown  that  the  voter  not  only  existed  and  lived  where  he  stated  when  he 
registered,  but  1  think  he  was  produced  himself. 

Q.  His  taxes  were  shown  to  be  paid? — A.  Yes,  sir.  That  is  one  instance.  I  had  a 
conversation  with  Mr.  Hargraves,  and  he  asked  me  if  that  was  not  the  way  to  do  it.  I 
said  yes;  wherever  he  knew  of  a  witness,  or  they  indicated  one,  to  have  them  all 
summoned,  and  it  was  at  his  instance  that  every  party  was  summoned  at  this  inves- 
tigation. I  was  present  at  that.  How  many  more  there  were  that  were  gone  through 
with  that  particularity  I  do  not  recall. 

Q.  You  do  recall  this  one  instance.  Yon  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  were  sev- 
eral lists,  containing  from  50  to  400  names,  handed  in  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any  one 
list  of  400  names  that  was  handed  in.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  lists  containing, 
I  suppose,  from  a  dozen  up  to  50  names,  and  possibly  over. 

Q.  So  far  as  your  observation  extended,  there  was  only  one  that  yon  recall  that 
was  examined  on  those  lists  with  particularity  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  say  that  every  one  was 
examined.  The  party  who  claimed  to  have  investigat<ed  was  sworn,  and  was  asked 
for  names  of  witnesses,  and  wherever  they  furnished  those  names  they  were  sent  for; 
and  after  being  examined  for  awhile  most  of  those  parties  abandoned  them,  saying 
that  their  testimony  was  hearsay. 

Q.  Did  you  see  evidence  of  this  kind  introduced :  That  a  party  would  claim  that  a 
certain  voter  was  illegally  registered ;  that  he  had  gone  to  tne  location ;  that  he  had 
ascertained  from  the  place  tn.at  no  such  person  lived  there;  that  he  was  unable  to 
find  him ;  and  then  tne  board  of  registrars  would  require  him  to  say  of  his  own 
knowledge  that  no  such  party  actually  existed? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  saw  any 
cases  of  that  character.  I  know  that  questions  were  asked  if  they  knew  that  there 
was  no  such  party.  But  in  those  cases,  I  think  almost  without  exception,  the  party 
was  produced. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  some  of  the  makers  of  these  lists  were 
not  summoned  before  the  registrars? — A.  No ;  1  do  not.  My  impression  was  a  list  of 
them  were  made  out  and  every  one  was  sent  for. 

Q.  Y'ou  are  not  certain  of  that?--A.  No,  sir.     1  don't  recall  any  that  were  not. 

Q.  Was  not  the  inclination  of  the  board  to  ask  the  makers  of  these  lists  to  abandon 
their  investigations  as  far  as  possible? — A.  I  think  not.  I  can  only  judge  by  this: 
They  would  swear  them  and  examine  them,  and  sometimes,  before  anything  was  said 
about  the  judgnieut  or  opinion  of  the  registrars,  they  would  abandon  the  challenges 
themselves.  I  have  heard  them,  after  explaining  the  kind  and  class  of  eridence 
adduced,  ask  them,  "  Do  yon  desire  to  go  on  further  with  the  list,''  and  they  would 
say  "No.''  I  know  of  nothing  which  indicated  an  appeal  to  them  to  abandon  them 
other  than  that. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  Mr.  George  Murphy  was  asked  to  recall  his  listf — 
A.  1  was  there  during  Mr.  Murphy's  investigation. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Sullivan,  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  registrars,  ask  Mr. 
Mur])hy  to  recall  or  abandon  his  list  ? — A.  No,  sir.  1  heard  Mr.  Sullivan  ask  Mr.  Murphy 
if  he  desired  to  go  into  the  investigation.    He  indicated  a  willingness  to  go  ahead . 
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After  getting  into  it  and  explaining  to  htm  the  inadequacy  of  bis  testimony,  or  that 
it  was  not  legal  testimony  snch  as  to  deprive  the  citizen  of  bis  right  of  franchise,  he 
Mksd  Ifr.  Marphy  if  he  desired  to  go  any  farther,  and  my  recollection  is  Mr.  Murphy 
asid  he  did  not,  or  that  it  was  useless  to  go  further,  and  stopped. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  good  deal  of  levity  on  that  occasion,  and  a  disposition  to 
ronsteract  Mr.  Murphy's  efforts  f — A.  There  were  representatives  of  all  sides  in 
tikttff  and  while  I  saw  nothing  that  amounted  to  boisteronsuess  or  anv  great  levity, 
yet  there  would  be  an  expression  of  pleasure  when  any  of  them  would  iaU|. 

Q.  Whenever  he  would  fail  there  would  be  an  expression  of  pleasure  upon  the 

!»srt  of  the  bystanders? — ^A.  They  certainly  did  not  look  sorrowful.  There  was  no 
enty  or  disrespect  that  I  saw. 

Q.  Are  yon  acquainted  with  the  political  character  known  as  a  "  heeler "f— 
A.  That  application  or  term,  I  think,  was  introduced  in  the  election  of  1895.  I  do 
sot  kuow  tne  qualifications  of  a  heeler. 

Q.  Yon  know  that  the  gentlemen  who  were  employed  to  go  out  and  get  people  to 
come  in  and  register,  especially  those  of  the  age  of  21,  were  so  charged  T--A.  I  Know 
there  were  parties  at  work  canvassing  to  secure  voters  for  registration,  jnst  as  there 
ire  at  elections  in  canvassing  for  votes. 

(^.  There  was  a  class  of  gentlemen,  then,  actively  engaged  in  bringing  forward 
Toters  to  register  who  were  known  as  Democratic  heelersT— A.  They  were  called  by 
the  PopuUsta,  ''  Democratic  heelers.'^ 

Q.  Tney  were  active  in  getting  voters  to  register f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(J.  Do  you  kuow  of  their  paying  parties  anything  f — A.  Of  my  own  knowledge  and 
weiDgit,  I  do  not.    I  saw  in  the  Tribune  where  parties  were  charged. 

Q.  Was  there  a  room  in  the  court-house  where  these  geutlemen  would  take  the 
prospective  voter,  confer  with  him,  carry  him  to  the  registry  office,  register  him, 
bring  him  back  for  further  conference  with  him,  and  then  allow  him  to  depart  f — A. 
There  was  no  such  room  aosigned  for  any  snch  purpose. 

(^.  Well,  for  any  of  them? — ^A.  There  is  a  room  opposite  the  registry  office  in  which 
ii  located  the  telephone,  and  which  is  kept  open  all  the  time.  That  room  is  used  as 
a  sitting  room  when  court  is  in  session,  and  is  open  to  all  citizens  of  the  county  of 
whatever  political  persuasion.  That  parties  do  not  go  in  there  to  confer  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say. 

(^.  Do  yon  know  whether  the  Populists  were  excluded  from  that  room? — A.  I  do 
not    It  was  not  done  by  any  authority  of  mine. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  prepared  to  say  they  were  locked  out? — A.  No,  sir.  This  being  a 
poblic  building,  I  have  always  granted  i^eely  the  use  of  it  to  citizens  generally. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  of  any  money  having  been  paid  of  your  own  knowledge? — A. 
No.  sir. 

Q.  You  say  it  was  common  talk  and  charged  in  the  Tribune  that  such  was  the 
caMf—A.  I  said  it  was  common  talk  by  the  Populists. 

(j.  Do  you  know  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  colored  voters  who  registered  for 
tht>  three  weeks  before  the  list  closed  as  21  years  old? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  what  proportion  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  as  many  as  1,100  out  of  a  total  number  of  3,000  registered  as  21  years  old, 
woald  you  not  say  that  was  a  very  large  proportion  to  register  as 21  years  old? — ^A.  I 
woald  say  that  1,100  out  of  a  population  of  3,000  would  be  out  of  all  proportion.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  it  would  be  out  of  proportion  out  of  a  voting  list  of  3,000 
where  extra  eflbrts  were  made  to  secure  the  registration  of  parties  of  that  age.  I 
think  it  would  be  out  of  a  population  of  3,000. 

Q.  You  mean  average  voting  population  of  3,000? — A.  I  say  ont  of  a  total  popula- 
tion of  3,000  it  would  be  out  of  all  proportion  that  there  should  be  1,100  males  of  21 
years  of  age.  Now,  I  say  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  state  that  in  a  registry  list  of 
3,000  or  3,500,  or  whatever  number  you  nx,  that  1,100  would  be  out  of  proportion 
vhere  they  had  a  population  of  60,000  or  65,000  to  draw  from  and  a  special  effort 
was  made  to  hunt  up  those  of  that  age. 

Q.  Taking  the  total  of  60,000  or  65,000  total  population,  and  12,000  voting  popula- 
tion, you  would  place  the  colored  population  at  6,000? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  that  neigh- 
horbood. 

(j.  Then,  in  3,000  out  of  that  registry,  would  not  1,100  21-year-oldB  be  an  exceed- 
i&d^ly  large  proportion? — A.  I  think  it  would  in  the  population  of  a  county  in  which 
there  was  not  a  city  which  created  an  attraction  for  the  young  to  flock  to. 

Q.  Of  this  influx,  which  seems  to  impress  your  mind,  of  21-year-olds,  don't  yon 
know  that  a  great  many  of  them  are  nontaxpaying  people? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  a  very 
lixxe  number  don't.    None  unless  they  own  property. 

Q.  Those  who  are  past  21  and  22  and  entitled  to  vote,  don*t  they,  as  a  rnle,  fail  to 
psy  their  taxes? — A.  A  great  many  do,  except  when  they  go  to  register. 

Q.  You  were  inclined  to  punish  parties  who  were  inclined  to  register  illegally  ?— A. 
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I  was  at  my  office  at  the  oourt-liouse  nearly  every  day.    I  never  declined  to  iasne  a 
warrant  for  any  party. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  Mr.  Dicks  asking  yon  if  he  could  use  a  police  officer  to  arrest  a 
party  who  had  just  registered  as  21  years  oldf — A.  I  recollect  the  occasion  perfectly. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  sayiug  to  him  that  he  would  have  to  get  a  warrant,  and  that 
if  he  did  not  and  made  the  arrest  he  would  do  so  at  his  own  peril? — ^A.  I  did  not 
say  any  such  thing.  I  was  passing  through  the  hall,  and  Mr.  Dirks  asked  me  if  it  was 
not  the  duty  of  the  police  officer  to  arrest  a  roan  who  was  attempting  to  or  had  reg- 
istered illegally  or  had  att'Crapted  to  do  so.  I  said  it  was  if  the  police  officer  saw 
the  man  commit  the  crime;  otherwise  he  would  do  so  at  his  own  peril;  that  an 
officer  only  had  authority  to  arrest  without  a  warrant  in  two  instances,  one  where 
he  saw  the  crime  committed;  the  other  where  he  had  reason  to  believe  the  party 
was  fleeiug  from  justice. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Dicks  had  waited  to  have  gotten  you  to  issue  a  warrant  would  not  the 
party  have  escaped? — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.>  Was  not  his  purpose  apparently  to  secure  the  party  just  at  the  moment  f-^A. 
That  I  can  not  tell  yon.  I  was  not  present  when  the  thing  occurred,  and  it  was 
some  little  while  after — 1  don't  know  how  long — that  he  and  the  policeman  were 
talking  in  the  hall,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  the  party  was  then  in  the  building 
or  not.    I  stated  that  the  proper  way  was  to  get  a  warrant. 

Q.  He  was  in  conversation  at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  policeman  was  on  duty 
here  the  whole  day. 

Q.  He  simply  desired  to  know  if  you  wonld  have  the  policeman  arreat  a  man 
whom  he  thought  was  violating  the  registration  laws? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  him  it 
was  the  sworn  duty  of  the  officer  to  do  it  if  he  was  present  and  saw  it  done.  Bnt 
where  he  did  not  see  or  know  the  act  was  being  done,  then  a  warrant  was  the  proper 
course,  and  if  the  policeman  arrested  him  without  it  it  would  be  at  his  peril;  no 
peril  to  Dicks,  bnt  it  would  be  peril  to  the  officer;  the  police  officer  wonld  be  liable 
for  false  arrest. 

Q.  As  judge  of  the  city  court,  would  you  not  have  authority  to  have  held  tbe 
party  until  you  could  have  issaed  the  warrant? — A.  Yes,  sir;  where  I  knew  the  party 
oad  committed  a  crime. 

Q.  If  it  was  reported  to  you  by  a  reputable  gentleman  that  a  party  had  committ'ed 
«  crime,  would  you  not  have  anthority  to  have  the  party  held  until  a  warrant  was 
issued? — A.  Yes,  sir;  because  I  have  authority  to  issue  a  warrant  upon  reliable 
information. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Dicks  propose  to  furnish  reliable  information? — A.  He  did  not.  He  did 
not  ask  for  it,  and  I  don't  think  he  claimed  he  could  locate  him. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  people  who  were  subpoenaed  and  who  did  not  appear 
before  the  board  of  registrars — subpoenaed  as  suspected  parties  upon  Information 
furnished  by  these  gentlemen  who  were  getting  np  the  lists?  Were  they  stricken 
or  not? — A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  I  could  not  name  any  who  were  summoned, 
and  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  they  were  stricken,  or  whether  the  evidence  against 
them  was  deemed  insufficient  to  strike  their  names  from  the  list? — A.  I  do  not.  I 
•don't  know  of  any  who  were  summoned  who  failed  to  appear. 

Q.  Were  those  people  who  were  stricken  on  account  of  their  residence  being  in 
the  cemetery  summoned,  or  an  attempt  made  to  summon  them? — ^A.  Summons  were 
issued  for  them. 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  before  the  registrars  when  you  were  giving  them  information 
in  reference  to  any  such  localities  not  existing?— A.  I  furnished  them  the  list,  and 
called  the  attention  of  the  registrars  to  those  parties,  and  that  the  officer  stated 
they  could  not  be  found  in  those  localities,  and  they  were  stricken  without  my  being 
sworn. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  committee  of  citizens  being  sent  to  the  represent- 
atives of  the  Democratic  party  with  the  request  that  these  "  heelers"  be  taken  od', 
and  these  citizens,  the  most  of  whom  were  Democrats,  wonld  actively  register  tbe 
voters  themselves? — A.  Of  my  own  knowledge  I  know  of  no  such  committee  going 
to  the  Democratic  committee  with  any  such  proposition. 

Q.  Was  that  published  in  the  papers,  or  a  matter  of  common  repute  here  at  tbe 
time? — A.  I  understood  there  was  some  talk  of  that  being  so.  I  don't  think  tbe 
Democracy  of  those  gentlemen  was  very  well  recognized  in  the  ranks. 

Q.  You  don't  know  the  personnel  of  the  committee? — A.  No,  sir.  I  heard  one  or 
two  parties  mentioned  as  bavingmade  that  snggestion,  but  it  was  never  made  with 
my  knowledge,  nor  made  to  the  Democratic  campaign  conmiittee. 

Q.  And  the  gentlemen  known  as  "heelers''  continued  active  operations  after  that 
eommittee  was  alleged  to  have  acted? — A.  The  gentlemen  who  were  engaged  in  can- 
vassing for  votes  to  register  continued  their  work.  I  think  those  gentlemen  were 
very  numerous.  I  think  the  list  of  gentlemen  who  composed  the  canvassers  for 
registration  was  a  very  large  and  respectable  one,  composed  of  professional  men, 
merchants,  business  men,  and  others. 
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Q.  The  city  judge  was  Dot  in  that  list f-— A.  No,  sir.  Bnt  there  were  some  lawyers 
in  it.  Most  of  the  members  of  the  Young  Men^s  Democratic  Club  were  engaged  in 
that  work. 

i^.  Was  there  not  a  distinctive  class  of  gentlemen  who  were  paid  for  that  service, 
and  were  eu^i^aged  in  it  all  the  month  f — A.  The  same  parties  were  engaged  in  it  for 
weeks  and  months.  As  to  their  being  paid,  I  do  not  know  it  of  my  own  knowledge. 
1  am  not  the  paymaster,  nor  did  I  see  them  paid. 

Q.  Yoa  don't  know  but  what  some  of  them  were  paid  for  their  services  f — A.  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Yoa  know  it  was  common  talk  that  the  negroes  were  paid? — A.  That  was 
charged  through  the  press,  and  was  claimed  and  charged  gc^nerally  by  the  Populists. 
As  to  my  seeing  it  done,  or  knowing  of  it  being  done,  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  plan  of  having  barricades  or  alleyways  leading  up  to  the  polls  is  an  inci- 
dent of  recent  years f — A.  I  know  nothing  of  any  barriciules  at  all. 

Q.  We  will  say  approaches  leading  t.o  the  polls,  being  walled  up  on  either  side — is 
not  that  a  matter  of  recent  origin — since  1890 f — A.  That  has  existed  as  far  back  as 
I  have  any  recollection  of  public  elections  in  this  county,  and  has  always  been 
r«horted  to  as  a  means  of  furnishing  un in terr opted  entrance  for  the  voter  and  pro- 
tection from  undue  influence,  and  also  as  an  aid  to  the  police  in  preserving  order. 

(^.  Have  not  the  walls  to  those  approaches  been  made  nigher  within  the  last  two  or 
three  years  than  heretofore? — A.  If  so,  1  am  not  aware  of  it.  I  don't  know  of  any 
fxied  rule  for  the  height,  or  whether  those  were  higher. 

Q.  I  believe  Brother  West  asked  yon  in  reference  to  your  position,  and  how  long 
>on  had  held  it,  and  so  on? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  believe,  to  some  extent,  yon  make  the  law  and  execute  it?  I  mean  the  regula- 
tions so  far  as  the  county  affairs  are  concerned? — A.  No,  sir;  there  is  no  legislative 
power  given  me. 

<^.  Don't  yon  control  in  referenee  to  the  roads,  bridges,  and  things  of  that  sort? — 
A.  I  donH  know  where  the  legislative  part  would  come  in  in  the  discharge  of  that 
work.     I  enforce  the  law. 

Q.  Don't  you  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  your  employees 
and  those  people  under  yon? — A.  I  direct  their  working,  but  I  make  no  law. 

(^.  You  do  make  certain  rules  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  direct  the  class  of  work  that  is  to  be 
done  and  direct  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  done. 

Q.  Yoa  iix  the  sentence  in  misdemeanor  cases? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  law  fixes  the  pun- 
ishment and  pass  sentence  accordingly ;  but  I  thought  that  was  judicial. 

Q.  And  give  direction  as  to  the  control  of  the  convict? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Those  rnlfs,  by  custom,  become  fixed  laws,  don't  they? — A.  They  are  recog- 
nized as  being  of  force  while  I  am  in  the  saddle,  but  I  don't  think  they  ripen  into 
law  that  would  continue  after  I  pass  out. 

(4.  But  as  lon«4  as  you  continne  officially  the  infraction  of  those  rules  brings  with 
it  a  certain  line  of  punishment? — ^A.  The  sentence  imposed  is  what  the  convict  is 
sabjeeted  to.  He  is  placed  on  the  *'gang,"  and  no  rule  changing  that  sentence  can 
be  passed  by  me  or  any  officer  with  me.  We  have  the  party  guarded,  and  the  over- 
seer is  directed  to  work  them. 

Q.  You  pass  the  sentence  as  fixed  by  law? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

(^.  And  have  the  sentence  executed? — A.  He  is  then  turned  over  to  the  county 
fhain  gang,  of  which  I  have  the  direction  and  control. 

(j.  So  that  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  yon  fix  certain  rules  for  the  government 
and  discipline  of  your  chain  gang? — A.  That  is  necessary  to  be  done. 

Q.  Those  rules  remain  in  force  as  long  as  you  remain  in  office? — A.  They  remain  in 
force  nntil  they  are  changed. 

(^.  You  fix  the  sentence,  and  then  the  convicts  are  worked  under  your  control  and 
directions? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  work  them  in  chains? — A.  A  portion  of  them. 

.  y.  You  find  that  necessary  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(('ontestee*s  counsel  objects  to  the  introduction  of  testimony  as  to  the  method  of 
working  the  convicts  in  Ki<hmond  County,  and  as  to  the  regulations  of  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  governing  the  management  of  the  convicts  in  Richmond  County, 
u  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  issue.) 

WmnEsa.  One  shackle  is  used.  The  care,  control,  and  direction  of  the  chain  gang 
is  investigated  twice  every  year  by  the  grand  jury,  and  has  been  for  the  last  fifteen 
years,  and  not  an  adverse  report  or  criticism  has  been  made  as  to  their  management. 

Q.  Will  yon  look  at  that  [handing  paper  to  witness]  and  say  if  those  are  the 
managers  that  actually  served  in  the  special  election,  or  are  they  the  managers  that 
yon  appointed  ? — ^A.  That  is  as  they  were  appointed.    You  asked  me  for  the  mana- 

Stn  of  the  one  hundred  and  nineteenth  district.  They  were  C.  A.  Wylds,  J.  P. ;  F. 
[.  Clark,  .1.  P.,  and  R.  O.  Lombard,  F.  H.  In  this  district,  where  I  had  given  the  name 
of  Mr.  Marks,  I  see  that  Mr.  R.  O.  Lombard  was  the  Democrat,  Also,  in  the  twelve 
hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district  I  gave  the  name  of  Mr.  Eugene  F,  Verdery.    I  find 
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that  the  manager  was  Mr.  James  P.  Verdery,  who  is  not  Major  Blaek's  law  partner. 
Also,  at  this  district,  I  gave  the  name  of  Mr.  Berckmans,  when  it  should  have  been 
Mr.  C.  J.  Skinner. 

Redirect  examination  by  J.  B.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Yon  hold  yonr  office  as  commissioner  of  roa<i8  and  revenue  nnder  the  eonstitn- 
tion  of  this  State  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  has  been  recognized  and  approved  by  the  supreme  court  f — X.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  asked  whether  or  not  your  presence  in  the  roKistry  office  might  not 
deter  persons  attempting  to  register  illegally.  Did  you  stand  at  the  book  of  regis- 
tration f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  a  voter  came  in,  could  he  see  youf  Were  you  not  back  in  the  other 
office  and  in  various  parts  of  the  building,  so  that  a  voter  mi^ht  not  see  yon  at  the 
time  he  attempted  to  register? — ^A.  Freijuently  I  would  be  in  the  rear  office.  Then, 
there  is  a  long  desk  against  the  partition  wall  between  the  two  rooms;  I  would 
frequently  be  over  there  conversing,  or  in  the  back  room;  sometimes  at  the  counter. 
I  would  sometimes  hear  the  discussion  as  to  a  voter. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  in  your  action  or  presence  there  to  alarm  or  to  fk'ighten  otif 
people  at  allf — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  assume  any  war-like  appearance. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  saw  a  large  number  of  Populist  voters  brought  up  by  those  gentle- 
men designated  as  '' heelers  f — A.  I  saw  a  number  of  faces  I  recognized  as  being 
familiar  Populists. 

Q.  Wss  not  the  entire  registration  at  this  bnilding  done  under  the  immediate  and 
personal  observation  of  two  or  three  Populists^  who  were  standing  there  daily  from 
the  hour  of  opening  until  the  honr  of  olosiug  the  polls  f — ^A.  I  don't  think  I  ever  went 
into  that  room  that  there  were  not  one  or  more  Populists  present,  or  parties  repre- 
senting the  opposition  to  Major  Black. 

Q.  Were  they  not  making  notes  and  memorandums  and  getting  data  during  the 
entire  timef — A.  They  were. 

Q.  Was  there  any  effort  made  to  have  a  secret  registration  or  do  anything  without 
their  fiill  knowledge? — A.  Not  a  thin^.    The  registration  was  always  open. 

Q.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  registration  law  the  mere  fact  that  a  man's  name 
was  taken  down  was  only  preliminary  to  his  afteir  investigation  by  the  board  of  reg- 
istrars?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  anything  of  that  sort  ever  done  before? — A.  Never. 

Q.  Was  not  that  an  additional  restriction  upon  the  right  to  vote? — A.  It  was.  The 
act  required  that  these  registrars  should  go  over  the  entire  list,  and  the  fact  of  his 
being  on  the  list  furnished  by  the  registering  officer  was  not  conclusive  as  to  his 
right  to  be  there.  The  registrars  could  throw  his  name  out,  and  in  a  number  of 
instances  they  did.  If  his  name  was  left  off,  then  he  could  only  get  on  by  establish- 
ing his  right  to  be  there  and  that  he  had  been  improperly  refused.  Therefore,  as  I 
said  in  my  direct  examination,  I  thought  the  registering  officer  in  many  instances 
leaned  backward. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  leaning  backward? — A.  Leaning  backward  against  the 
applicant  for  registration,  because  they  put  an  additional  burden  upon  the  man  to 

fet  on  the  list — to  establish  that  he  not  (inly  had  aright  to  be  there,  but  that  be  hsd 
een  refused  by  the  registering  officer.  At  the  time  of  this  registration  there  were 
charges  of  fraud  and  that  the  lists  were  being  irandnlently  made  up  and  fraudu- 
lently registered. 

Q.  You  stated  that,  in  your  opinion,  there  were  at  least  12,000 persons  in  Richmond 
County  entitled  to  vote.  In  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  qualifying  oneself  to 
vote  under  this  law,  what  was  the  total  registration  in  this  county?  Was  it  eqnal 
to  the  voting  strength  of  the  county? — A.  No,  sir;  I  think  the  total  registered  vote 
of  the  county  was  7,397. 

Q.  What  was  the  total  vote  polled? — A.  It  was  about  6,500,  I  think. 

Q.  So  that;  instead  of  being  an  excessive  vote,  the  proportion  of  the  actual  votes 
oast  of  those  who  could  have  qualified  and  voted  was  about  what? — ^A.  I  don't  think 
it  was  over  50  per  cent. 

Q.  Yet  at  this  time  you  say  that  paper  was  filled  with  charges  of  an  excessive 
registration  and  fraudulent  registration?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  subject  of  the  number  of  21-year  olds  claimed  to  be  excessive  by  the 
contestant:  Who  would  be  the  persons  naturally  registering  in  a  contest — those  old 
or  young  ? — A.  The  young  men  enter  into  politics  with  a  great  deal  more  of  enthusiasm 
than  those  who  have  exercised  the  right  of  franchise  for  years. 

Q.  Which  costs  the  most,  the  more  aged  men  or  the  young  men? — A.  It  strikes  me 
that  a  practical  politician,  who  was  inaugurating  a  campaign,  would  use  his  forces 
for  securing  those  who  had  just  arrived  at  the  age  of  21  and  who  have  not  become 
liable  for  taxes  and  those  who  have  passed  the  age  where  they  are  liable.  It  is  easier 
for  them  to  qualify. 

Q.  Is  it  not  perfectly  natural  that  yon  would  favor  a  larger  percentage  of  those 
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thftn  yoQ  would  middle  age  penon8f»*A.  Coneiderably  more.  I  think  yon  will  find 
tliat  the  number  deorefiees  as  age  progressee.  Yon  will  find  in  every  oommanity  a 
much  larii^er  number  of  persons  21  years  old  than  you  will  find  of  30,  and  yon  will  find 
more  of  30  than  you  will  of  40;  and  it  will  continue  on  in  decreasing  numbers  until 
when  they  reach  three-score  and  ten  there  will  be  few. 

Q.  This  naturally  large  proportion  of  young  men  wonld  be  increased  by  the  fur- 
ther fact  that  a  number  of  them  were  registered  as  21,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  they 
paid  taxes  and  qualified  as  of  a  higher  agef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Something  was  said  here  about  the  infiux  of  these  yonng  men  to  town.  Is 
th«re  any  discrimination  made  here  a^rainst  the  negroes  on  account  of  their  color  in 
obtaining  employment,  are  not  they  given  a  chance  in  all  the  industries  in  which 
the  J  are  qualified  to  labor  f — A.  I  should  say  yes. 

Q.  I  think  that  in  the  cotton  mills  the  operatives  as  a  general  rule  in  the  mill 
proper  are  white. — A.  Since  answering  that  question  of  Judge  Gross,  my  impression 
is  that  the  Riverside  Mills  uses  almost  exclusively  colored  labor.  Then  there  is  the 
eoDiprees,  the  boats,  seven  railroads,  the  lumber  mills,  door,  sash,  and  blind  mills; 
then  that  large  class  of  employment,  in  the  shape  of  drivers,  hackmen,  draymen, 
workers  about  the  cotton  warehonsios,  servants,  butlers,  carpenters,  masons,  the 
immense  quantity  of  men  employed  by  Twiggs,  Rounds  &  Haegler  in  working  on 
the  sewers. 

Q.  Is  not  that  a  very  large  field  in  which  there  is  a  constant  and  increasing 
demand  for  strong,  healthy  young  laborers? — A.  I  unhesitatingly  say  yes.  Added 
to  that  is  the  cnnal,  the  street  department  of  the  city,  where  they  employ  a  very 
large  number;  also,  the  brickyards. 

c^.  The  impression  obtains  at  the  North  especially  that  the  white  mnn  and  the 
colored  man  do  not  work  together  in  the  Sontn.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  the  South 
«ume  occupations  are  tilled  exclusively  with  negroes  that  in  the  North  are  filled 
exelnsively  by  white  people! — A.  Watchmen,  draymen,  family  servants,  butlers,  and 
as  a  rule  all  the  domestics  here  are  colored.  The  hackman  and  the  porters  about  the 
houses  and  stores  are  almost  exclusively  from  the  colored  population. 

Q.  Is  it  not  also  a  common  thing  to  see  white  aud  colored  laborers  working 
together? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  seen  white  and  colored  brick  masons  working  together. 
In  our  factories  there  are  a  larse  number  of  negroes  employed  in  whatever  tbey  are 
qualified  to  discharge.  1  think  you  will  find  around  nearly  all  the  industrial  insti- 
tutions, black  and  white  men  employed  and  working  in  the  same  room,  and  fre- 
qoently  at  the  same  working  tables. 

Q.  What  are  the  relations  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks  in  this  country  f*- 
A.  Friendly.     I  wonld  say  the  relations  were  of  the  friendliest  character. 
Q.  We  have  not  had  any  race  troubles  of  any  sort? — A.  None  whatever. 
Q.  Y'ou  now  say  that  we  have  these  unusual  school  facilities  for  them  in  the  city 
of  An<ni9ta,  and  we  have  these  avenues  of  labor  for  them  heref — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  we  have  friendly  treatment  for  them  when  they  comef — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  I)o  they  not  also  serve  on  juries  in  Richmond  County  t — A.  They  do. 
Q.  What  is  the  consequence  of  all  these  facts  attracting  them  to  this  town? — A.  I 
wonld  say,  in  addition  to  the  other  advantages  and  privileges  oflfered  them,  that  they 
have  a  large  nnraber  of  churches  set  apart  which  compare  favorably  with  the  white 
charehes,  which  churches  are  mainly  erected  by  contributions  from  their  white 
friends. 

Q.  In  addition  to  that,  what  about  the  hospital  and  medical  opportunities  they 
have  heref — A.  Excellent  arrangements  are  made  for  the  care  of  their  sick;  they 
bare  a  commodious  and  thoroughly  equipped  and  officered  hospital,  with  free  serv- 
ice, erected  by  the  city  council  of  Augusta.  The  service  there  and  the  medical  care 
u  fomished  by  the  facnlty  of  the  University  of  Georgia. 

Q.  In  addition  to  that,  what  does  the  city  do  in  the  way  of  medical  service  for 
them,  owing  to  their  inability  to  emplov  doctors? — A.  In  addition  to  the  above  they 
sre  furnished  two  city  physicians  witn  free  service  at  home,  and  medicine  is  fur- 
nished them  where  they  are  not  able  to  provide  for  themselves. 

Q.  The  consequence  of  all  these  attractions  and  friendly  treatment  is  calculated 
to  draw  these  people  from  the  country,  is  it  not? — ^A.  I  think  it  is  an  attraction  which 
they  can  not  or  do  not  withstand. 

Q.  As  a  matt<er  of  fact  did  not  the  population  of  Augusta  increase  from  1880  to 
1890,  even  according  to  the  Federal  census? — A.  There  was  a  remarkable  growth  of 
the  town  between  those  years.  I  think  the  increase  was  about  35  per  cent  from  1880 
to  1890  according  to  that  census,  with  which  we  were  not  satisfied. 

Q.  Since  1890  will  you  state  what  are  the  indications  of  growth  in  the  city  of 
An^sta,  as  indicated  by  the  erection  of  new  houses  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  and 
on  the  outskirts? — A.  I  could  not  give  anything  like  an  accurate  number  of  the 
bonses  that  have  been  erected  since  1890,  but  I  will  say  that  the  outskirts  of  the  city 
SDd  the  territory  around  have  been  very  rapidly  built  np  since  1890. 

Q.  Would  it  be  at  all  possible  to  frame  any  idea  of  the  population  of  Angnsta  in 
18^  by  comparing  it  with  the  figures  furnished  in  1890?— A.  I  certainly  think  not* 
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Q.  You  stated  that  yon  yonrself  objected  to  certain  names  remaining  on  the  reg- 
istry list,  because  yoa  found  their  phices  of  abode  were  in  the  cemetery  or  the  park ; 
I  want  to  ask  you  whether  or  not  tne  residence  is  required  as  a  qualification  to  vote, 
except  residence  in  the  city  and  a  residence  in  the  county  f — A.  Under  the  law  this 
requirement  to  give  the  residence  street  and  number  was  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
identifying  the  party.  There  are  only  three  constitutional  reciuirements  for  voting 
In  Georgia.  That  is,  that  the  party  shall  be  21  years  ot  age  or  over ;  second,  is  his 
residence,  which  is  twelve  mouths  in  the  State  and  six  mouths  in  the  county;  and 
third,  that  he  shall  have  paid  all  taxes  required  of  him  since  the  adoption' of  the 
constitution.  The  residence  by  district,  and  by  street,  and  by  number  is  not  one  of 
the  constitutional  requirements,  but  simply— so  we  regard  it — as  a  means  of  locat- 
ing the  party  or  identifying  him. 

Q.  If  a  man  had  actually  lived  in  the  State  for  twelve  months,  and  in  the  county 
for  six  months,  he  would  be  qualified  to  vote,  if  he  had  paid  his  taxes,  regardless  of 
the  question  of  street  and  number  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Therefore,  these  men  might  have  been  qualified  voters  in  spite  of  their  giving 
wrong  numbers  of  their  street  and  residence  Y — A.  They  could  have  been. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  received  any  complaint  in  any  election  in  reference  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  managers! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  ever  been  any  public  charge  in  the  newspapers  by  any  person,  so  far 
as  you  know,  that  any  vote  has  ever  been  improperly  counted,  or  that  any  person 
entitled  to  vote  has  been  refused  that  privilege? — A.  None,  except  as  contained  in 
Mr.  Watson's  notice  to  Mr.  Black. 

Q.  There  were  no  such  charges  being  made  before  1895  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  of  any  fact  since  that  charge  which  aroused  the  slightest  sns- 
pioion  of  auy thing  of  that  sort? — A.  Nothing  has  come  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  How  many  boxes  were  there  at  the  court-house? — A.  Two. 

Q.  One  witness  for  Mr.  Watson,  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Brox ton, -testified 
that  he  saw  squads  of  voters  vote  at  all  three  of  the  boxes.  That  these  men  wonld 
go  in  aquads  of  three,  vote  three  times  around,  making  nine  votes  all  around.  Was 
It  possible  to  have  three  boxes  here  without  your  knowing  it? — A.  It  was  a  physical 
impossibility,  as  the  boxes  are  sent  from  my  office,  and  only  two  boxes  were  sent  to 
the  precinct.  I  was  at  the  precinct  during  the  day  and  saw  only  two  boxes,  and 
there  could  not  possibly  have  been  more  than  that. 

Q.  A  large  number  of  witnesses  for  Mr.  Watson  have  testified  to  facts  substantially 
like  this:  They  would  seo  8qua<ls  of  from  3  to  5,  to  10,  t-o  20,  or  to  30 negroes;  that 
these  would  vote  in  a  bunch  and  retire  to  some  other  part  of  the  yard  or  some  other 
secret  place,  and  after  a  considerable  lapse  of  time  would  gather  together  from  the 
crowd  around  in  the  yard,  or  come  out  from  some  place,  and  would  m  a  like  squad 
go  back  and  vote  again  and  separate,  and  gather  again  and  vote  again.  Will  you 
state  what,  in  your  opinion,  is  tlie  difficulty  or  possibility  or  impossibility  of  a  white 
roan  who  is  a  stranger  to  these  negroes  and  never  seen  them  before  being  able  to 
recognize  thfm  under  such  circumstances  as  I  state. — A.  It  is  a  very  difficult  thing 
for  a  man  to  do,  especially  when  he  is  not  accustomed  to  the  negroes,  to  identify  them. 
It  is  said  that  there  are  two  things  very  difficult  to  identify,  and  that  is  a  negro  and 
a  mule,  and  a  perbon  to  do  it  with  any  very  great  success  musL  be  familiar  with  them. 
I  should  say  it  would  be  a  very  difticult  thing  for  a  man,  not  accustomed  to  them, 
to  be  able  to  identify  them  wiien  en  masse. 

Q.  Would  you  not  say  it  was  next  to  impossible  for  a  man  who  had  never  seen  a 
squad  of  ten  or  fifteen  negroes  before — when  the  whole  yar«l  was  tilled  with  them— 
to  be  able  to  say,  with  any  degree  of  certainty  whatever,  that  another  squad,  s<^eii 
some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  thereafter,  consisted  of  the  same  negroes  seen  in  a  squad 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before? — A.  I  don't  think  he  could  do  it. 

Q.  Could  you  do  itf — A.  I  don't  think  1  could. 

Q.  You  have  lived  here  all  your  life?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  are  fairly  well  acciuainted  with  the  negroes  of  this  community? — A.  I 
don't  suppose  there  could  be  20  negroes  gotten  together  in  any  part  of  the  county 
that  I  would  not  know  one  or  more  of  them. 

Q.  Though  you  say  yon  could  not  identify  them  in  the  manner  mentioned  above?— 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  do  it. 

Q.  Inasmuch  as  charges  have  been  made  that  this  was  an  unfair  election,  and  that 
it  was  fraudulently  conducted  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  I  will  ask  you  to  state 
how  it  compared  with  any  election  that  you  have  ever  known  since  you  have  been 
a  voter  yourself,  in  fairness,  in  regularity,  in  peaceableness,  in  orderly  conduct,  and 
all  of  the  surroundings  of  the  election  in  every  particular;  and  if  you  ever  saw  a 
fairer  one,  state  what  that  was. — A.  From  my  observation  of  this  and  other  elections, 
I  will  say  that  1  never  saw  one  that  impressed  me  as  being  fairer  and  freer  from 
irregularities.  If  there  was  any  fraud  or  any  irregularities  they  did  not  fall  under 
my  observation.  I  was  especially  gratified  at  the  peace  and  good  order  and  qniet- 
ness  that  prevailed  wherever  I  went.  I  exerted  myself  to  prevent  these  things,  and 
I  believe  that  the  officers  did  likewise. 
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Q.  Ab  a  practical  man  yon  recognize  tbat  in  any  and  every  election  there  will,  in 
spite  of  every  effort,  be  some  violation  of  the  law  or  some  specific  case  of  irregulari- 
ties or  impropriety? — A.  I  am  satisfied  there  has  never  been  an  election  held  in 
America  from  the  time  Washington  was  fiist  elected  until  the  present  time,  under 
any  system,  that  there  possibly  were  not  some  irregularity  or  illegal  voting,  but  this 
Viis  free  from  it  .is  fur  as  my  personal  knowledge  and  observation  goes. 

Q.  Were  not  the  Populists  endeavoring  in  every  way  possible  to  ferret  out  fraud 
ftod  to  vather  together  evidences  of  its  existence? — A.  I  so  understood,  and  from 
observation  believe  it  to  be  the  case. 

Q.  Did  they  not  have  challengers,  or  canvassers,  at  every  polling  place  in  the 
county,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  up  evidence,  if  it  was  possible  to  get  it? — A.  I 
DDderi^tood  such  was  the  case. 

<^.  Was  there  any  obstruction  made  by  the  law  officers  of  this  county  to  impede 
them  in  the  gathering  of  that  evidence' or  punishing  the  guilty  parties? — A.  Not 
oDe  particle. 

Q.  Was  not  this  community  pledged  in  a  most  emphatic  mnnner  to  the  fair  and 
lethal  and  peaceable  conduct  of  this  election  ? — A.  I  so  understood,  and  considered  that 
they  were. 

Q.  Were  not  the  efforts  put  forth  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  that  end  of  an 
QDusnal  character? — A.  ^s  far  as  I  know,  tney  were. 

(^.  I  will  just  ask  you  this:  What  additional  law,  or  what  additional  safeguard, 
or  what  additional  facility  could  have  been  furnished  that  was  not  furnished  to  have 
secured  that  desirecl  end? — A.  Looking  back  over  the  field,  I  can  not  now  recall  any- 
thing tbat  could  have  been  done  that  was  not  done. 

Q.  Was  there  any  lack  of  law  itself,  with  the  restrictions  around  the  franchise  at 
tbat  time? — A.  I  don't  recall  any. 

By  BoYKiN  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Further  illustrating,  was  there  any  necessity  to  use  bribes  or  fraud  to  secure 
the  colored  vote  of  this  county;  and,  recurriuo:  to  your  testimony  that  the  Repub- 
licans and  colored  people  were  practically  unanimous  for  Major  Black,  have  you  any 
eTidence  to  illustrate  your  statement  that  that  was  the  feeling  of  our  colored  people 
here  at  tbat  time?  If  so,  state  what  it  was. — A.  Well,  I  will  state  I  knew  of  the 
leadio<;  colored  preachers.  We  have  one  colored  lawyer  here,  and  I  know  that  they 
were  almost  unanimous  for  Major  Black.  I  know  that  the  colored  teachers,  as  a  rule, 
vere  for  him.  I  take  the  colored  papers  and  was  familiar  with  them.  I  have  one 
here  which  I  take — the  Augusta  Union — which  is  edited  by  a  colored  man  named 
A.  W.  Wimberly,  who  is  a  Republican  and  an  educated  man,  and  who  has  taught 
school  in  this  community. 

Q.  You  say  yon  have  an  editorial  before  you  which  he  wrote  on  this  subject? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  editorial  being  read,  as  being  hearsay,  and  the 
statement  of  the  witness  that  the  editor  appears  to  be  a  resident  of  this  county  and 
who  can  be  summoned  and  put  on  the  stand  to  testify  to  the  facts  which  are  now 
being  attempted  to  be  put  in  as  hearsay.) 

Witness  reads  the  following  newspaper  article,  which  is  hereto  attached : 

"at  the  shrine  of  the  'scalawags.' 

**In  his  speech  delivered  here  a  few  da>s  before  the  recent  Congressional  election 
the  Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson  referred  to  the  Northern  white  friendH  and  teachers  who 
came  South  to  instruct  the  colored  people  soon  after  emancipation  as  'scalawags.' 
He  was  defeated,  and  now  he  proposes  to  go  before  those  very  'Hcalawags'  and  ask 
tbeni  to  give  him  a  seat  in  Congress.  The  intelligent  colored  men  who  heard  Mr. 
Watson  s  abu(«e  of  those  friends  who  came  to  help  us  when  the  days  were  dark  and  dis- 
cooragine:,  forebodings  confronted  us  on  every  hand,  when  Mr.  Watson  was  against  us, 
can  not  wish  him  success.  That  speech  determined  how  the  intelligent  colored  men 
Bhall  alwa3  s  vote  when  Mr.  Watson  is  a  candidate.  The  writer  owes  a  life-long  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  lamented  Bishop  Gilbert  Haven  (a  'Northern  Yankee')  of  the 
M.  E.  church,  whose  munificence  made  it  possible  for  him  to  secure  an  education, 
and  can  never  give  support  to  that  man  or  set  of  men  who,  for  the  purpose  of  gain- 
ing or  retaining  a  few  votes,  would  malign  his  memory.  We  believe  Mr.  Watson 
woold  be  a  dangerous  man  in  Congress  with  power  to  legislate. 

"The  majority  of  registered  voters  of  the  district  are  colored  Republicans,  and 
they  can  not  favor  Mr.  Watson  with  his  superabundance  of  wormwood  and  gall,  un- 
leM  they  are  willing  to  acknowledge  themselves  abandoned  chnracters  and  ingrates." 

Mr.  Wright.  We  offer  in  evidence  this  clipping  from  the  Augusta  Union,  a  colored 
newspaper  published  at  Augusta,  6a.,  taken  from  the  issue  dated  October  26,  1895. 

^Contestant's  connsel  object  also  that  this  is  not  in  rebuttal  of  anything  brought 
<nit  by  the  cross-examination,  and  is  new  testimony'.) 
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RecroBH-examined  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  I  will  simplv  ask  yon  a  question  or  two  in  surrebnttal.  This  paper  is  edited 
by  A.  W.  Wimberlyf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  Republican  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  tried  in  tbe  United  States  conrt  some  time  agof — A.  Tes,  sir;  lie  was 
tried  and  acquitted,  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  Is  that  the  leading  colored  paper  in  Augusta f— A.  There  are  three  colored 
papers  here — Tbe  Sentinel,  the  Augusta  Union,  and  the  Georgia  Baptist. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  smallest  and  least  iuHuentialf — A.  I  don't  know  aboot  the  cir- 
culation of  any  of  them. 

Q.  Is  it  not  considered  the  smallest  of  the  three  f — A.  In  its  mechanical  make-up 
it  is  smaller  than  the  Georgia  Baptist. 

Q.  Is  it  not  in  its  i&fluence  regarded  as  lessf — A.  I  don't  know.  That  is  a  Metho- 
dist paper,  and  the  other  is  a  Baptist  paper. 

Q.  Was  not  Wimberly  for  Mr.  Watson  before  this  indictment  in  the  court f — A. 
Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  not  his  escape  in  that  matter  influence  his  politics  to  some  extent f — A.  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact. 

Q.  Is  he  a  man  of  any  great  following  among  his  color  in  Augusta f — A.  I  can  not 
say. 

Q.  Is  he  a  preacher f — A.  I  think  so.  I  know  he  is  a  preacher.  Whether  he  ever 
belonged  to  the  conference,  or  is  what  we  teini  in  the  Methodist  church  a  '*  local 
preacher,"  I  do  not  know. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  January  15,  1896. 

WKDXK8DAY,  Januarjf  15, 1896, 

Present  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq.;  present  for  contestee,  Boykin  Wright, 
esq.,  and  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

Mr.  Wright.  Inhere  is  one  question  which  I  forgot  to  ask  Judge  Eve. 
Mr.  Gnoss.  All  right,  sir;  go  ahead. 

WILLIAM  F.  EVE,  for  the  contestee,  continuing: 

Q.  (By  Mr,  Wright.)  You  testified  about  what  transpired  before  the  board  of  reg- 
istrars when  Mr.  George  Murphey  was  before  them.  In  Mr.  Murpbey's  testimony  I 
tind  that  he  claims  that  tbe  chairman  of  the  registrars,  when  be  was  examining 
parties  who  had  been  challenged,  propounded  leading  qnestii  ns  to  them  in  such  a  way 
as  to  indicate  in  advance  the  street  and  number  of  his  residence.  Did  anything  of  that 
character  take  place  in  that  investigation? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any  questions  of  that 
character.  I  will  slate  that  I  was  impressed  with  the  fairness  and  impartiality  of 
the  chairman  of  the  board  of  registrars  and  his  associates  and  thought  the  examioa- 
tious  were  remarkably  Iree  from  questions  of  that  sort.  I  thought  the  board  was 
adhering  as  closely  to  tbe  rules  of  evidence,  as  was  practicable  in  investigations  of 
that  character,  and  that  they  were  desirous  of  ascertaining  the  truth  in  each  case 
investigated.  Neither  tlie  challengers  or  the  parties  challenged  were  represented  by 
counsel;  therefore,  it  was  impracticable,  in  the  time  allowed  by  the  law,  that  the 
investigations  should  be  as  thorough  in  details  as  are  required  by  the  rules  of  courts. 

'  William  F.  Eve. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Jiichmond  dmnijf. 

P.  J.  SULLIVAN,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  Boykiv  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  livef — A.  In  the  city  of  Augusta. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  residing  here?— A.  About  sixteen  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession? — A.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Q.  You  have  been  practicing  at  the  bar  here  in  Augusta  how  long? — A.  Abont 
fourteen  years,  I  think. 

Q.  Where  were  you  bom,  Mr.  Sullivan? — A.  I  was  bom  in  Ireland. 

Q.  Where  did  you  reside  the  first  years  of  your  life? — A.  During  the  period  of  the 
civil  war  I  resided  in  Ireland.    That  is,  the  latter  portion. 

Q.  After  that,  where? — A.  In  New  (Orleans,  until  I  was  13  years  of  age;  then  in 
the  State  of  Michigan,  until  I  was  17  years  of  age;  then  nine  months  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  and  the  balance  of  my  life  in  Augusta.  I  want  to  state,  in  this  connection, 
that  while  I  was  born  in  Ireland,  my  father  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  tbe 
time  of  my  birth.    My  parents  were  on  a  visit  to  relatives  in  Ireland  at  time  of  my 
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birth.    The  war  broke  out,  and  my  father  returned  to  this  conntry  jnat  after — pos- 
libly  Hre  or  six  Dionthn. 

(}.  What  position  did  yon  occnpv  in  connection  with  the  election  of  1895 — the 
•pecial  election  for  Ci>n|i;ree8manf — A.  I  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  registrars  for 
the  county  of  Richmond. 

Q.  By  whom  were  you  appniutedf — A.  By  Jnd|te  Callaway. 
*  Q.  Who  is  hef — A.  He  is  the  judge  of  the*  superior  court  of  the  Augusta  circuit. 

(4.  Who  were  your  associates f — A.  Dr.  Neil  Mclnues  and  Mr.  W.  K.  Hargraves. 

Q.  What  political  party  did  yon  belong  to  and  to  what  d^  you  belong f — A.  Myself 
anu  Dr.  Mclunes  were  and  are  Democrats;  Mr.  Hargraves  is  a  PopuliHt. 

V*  Did  Mr.  Hargraves  serve  during  the  entire  time  yon  were  investigating  the 
Toters  of  Kichniond  County  f — A.  He  was  URually  the  first  man  on  the  ground,  and 
there  never  was  a  moment  during  any  session  of  the  board  of  registrars  when  he 
was  not  there. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  begin  the  investigation  f — A.  I  think  we  began  fifteen  or 
twenty  days  before  the  2d  day  of  October. 

Q.  Where  were  your  sessions  heldf — A.  They  were  held  in  one  of  the  offlces  of  the 
court -house. 

Q.  Were  tbey  open  or  public  sessions f — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  the  doors  were  open,  and 
the  office  was  usually  filled  with  spectators. 

Q.  Of  what  class  or  party — both  parties! — A.  Oh,  yes;  always. 

C^.  State  whether  or  not  there  were  any  investigations  made  by  your  board  as 
to  tbe  right  of  voters  whose  names  appeured  upon  the  voters'  list  to  be  there,  and 
whnt  the  result  was. — A.  The  investigation  of  the  legality  of  the  registration  of 
certain  names  began  on  the  first  day  of  the  session  and  continued  every  day  until 
fonr  or  five  days  before  the  election.  That  four  or  five  days  was  occupied  by  the 
regisstrars  in  preparing  the  voters'  list.  The  voters'  list  consists  of  those  names 
that  after  investigation  have  been  allowed,  and  it  contained  at  this  election  some 
7,300  names. 

Q.  The  corrected  list  contained  how  manyf — A.  It  was  over  7,000.  I  think  7,397 
names  is  the  approximate  number. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  was  tbe  corrected  list,  or  was  that  the  original  list? — A. 
That  was  the  voters'  list.  Of  course,  I  don't  mean  that  is  absolutely  connect.  To 
complete  that  list  we  had  to  work  very  unusually  long  honrs  and  on  Sunday,  and  it 
tru  fur  that  purpose  that  we  ceased'  the  investigation  of  challenges  fonr  or  five 
days  before  the  election.  At  that  time  I  think  nearly  all  the  summonses  had  been 
re«paniled  to  and  acted  upon. 

(4.  State  how  the  rhallenging  was  inaugurated  and  what  steps  you  took  to  inves- 
ti^te  the  legality  of  their  registration.— A.  There  were  a  number  of  challenges  filed 
with  as  by  several  gentlemen. 

Q.  Representing  whomf — A.  They  did  not  state  that.  They  were,  as  I  understood 
it,  representatives  of  the  Populist  party  and  the  A.  P.  A.'s. 

(j.  Von  recogniKed  in  those  persons'  presenting  the  challenged  lists  prominent 
Popalists? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  (*ive  a  description  of  those  lists  that  were  presented — what  was  the  character 
<»f  the  lists f — A.  I  don't  know  just  how  many  there  were  filed,  but  there  were  a 
great  mauy.  Some  contained  10,  some  20,  some  50,  and  some  even  more  names.  To 
^illol  those  lists  of  challenged  names  there  was  attached  an  affidavit  signed  by  two 
parties  nsually  in  which  they  stated  they  had  examined  each  name  appearing  on 
th<*  list;  that  the  cause  of  challenge  was  stated  by  memorandum  under  the  name, 
and  that  the  cause  of  challenge  was  true,  and  the  affidavits  were  regularly  sworn 
to.  Those  affidavits  were  uniform.  I  will  not  be  accurate  in  the  use  of  the  exact 
langaage,  but  those  memorandums  would  sny  like  this:  ''  Went  to  Gwinnett  street; 
WW  Mrs.  Sally  Jones,"  for  instance.  **  She  says  no  such  ])arty  lives  here."  Of 
coarse,  tbe  names  I  give  are  fictitious.  Again :  **  Saw  Bill  Jones,  on  Reynolds  street; 
does  not  look  like  21;  looks  like  22,  or  23,  or  24."  "Saw  Bill  Jones,  on  Marbury 
street;  his  wife  says  he  is  not  of  age."  **  Went  to  1215  Gwinnett  stn-et:  rould  not 
find  Bill  Jones;  don't  believe  he  lives  there.'  "Went  to  950  Gwinnett  street;  Bill 
JoDes  was  there  O.  K."  "  Went  on  upper  Ellis  street ;  saw  two  colored  women ;  they 
don't  know  Bill  Jones."  And  they  were  just  such  comments  as  those.  They  filed 
those  challenges  with  that  character  of  evidence  to  sustain  their  challenges,  and 
the  board  of  registrars  determined  that  if  they  desired,  in  compliance  with  their 
dnties,  they  need  consider  no  other  evidence  than  that  submitted  by  the  challen- 
gers, it  being  just  of  the  character  that  I  have  sought  to  represent.  We  deter- 
nined,  however,  that  in  view  of  the  especial  desire  of  Major  Black  and  the  people 
of  this  city  and  county  that  tbe  registration  list  be  carefully  scrutinized,  that  we 
voald  make  further  investigations;  and  we  had  all,  or  nearly  all — some  may  have 
heen  omitted  by  the  clerks,  and  1  believe  there  were  a  few — of  the  witnesses  to 
those  aflidavitfr~the  affiants  themselves — subp(pnae<l  and  brought  before  us.  In 
addition  to  that,  we  had  the  various  names  of  persons  whom  they  stated  in  their 
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Teports  as  having  knowledge  that  they  conveyed  to  them,  Bnhpcenaed  before  qa. 
And  when  those  cases  were  called — there  were  something  like  500  of  them — some 
few  of  them  were  stricken ;  and  in  nearly  all  instances  where  a  name  was  stricken 
it  was  done  upon  evidence  that  we  ourselves  sought  out.  In  all  the  cases  of  tho^e 
gentlemen  who  had  iiled  those  challenges,  when  each  one  of  tbem  was  placed  on 
the  witness  stand  and  sworn,  without  a  single  exception  they  withdrew  their  chal- 
lenges. 

Q.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  let  nie  ask  you,  did  you  or  not  proceed  to  make  a 
careful  investigation  of  those  parties  challenged,  and  with  what  result f — A.  Weill 
want  to  add  there  that  those  withdrawals  were  made,  in  all  instances,  after  some 
degree  of  examination. 

Q.  You  say  those  withdrawals  were  after  they  made  an  ineflectual  effort  to  sustain 
their  charges  and  the  charge  broke  down  of  its  own  weight? — A.  Yes,  air;  they 
would  get  on  the  stand,  and  we  would  say  to  them,  ^*  Here  is  your  first  name,"  for 
instance;  ^*  is  that  name  on  the  registration  list?"  They  would  invariably  answer. 
'^  Yes.''  In  a  gi'eat  many  instances  it  would  turn  out  that  the  name  was  not  on  the 
registered  list.  In  those  cases  where,  for  instance,  they  would  sa\ ,  **  Sally  Jones  said 
he  does  not  live  there,''  or  Sally  Jones  said  he  did  not  live  in  the  community,"  I 
would  say,  **  Do  you  know  Sally  Jones?"  "  No,  sir.''  **  Do  yon  know  Bill  JonesT 
"  No,  sir."  "  How  long  has  Sally  Jones  lived  in  the  community  f"  "I  do  not  know." 
"  Do  yon  know  anything  of  it  of  your  own  knowledge?"  **  No,  sir."  Sometimes  they 
would  say,  "  We  know  nothing  of  our  own  knowledge."  Then  I  would  say,  "  Well, 
do  you  desire  to  go  on  with  this  investigation,  or  do  you  wish  to  withdraw  it!"  and 
without  a  single  exception  everyone  would  withdraw  their  challenges.  I  want  to 
add  there,  so  as  not  to  create  a  false  impression,  that  some  of  the  persons  who  filed 
challenges  did  not  appear  at  all,  and,  of  course,  their  challenges  were  not  withdrawn, 
bat  they  were  acted  upon. 

Q.  What  I  am  after  is,  how  many  notices  or  subpoenas  were  sent  out,  and  returns 
made  thereon,  to  the  parties  who  were  charged  with  being  illegally  registered? — ^A. 
It  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  800.    Maybe  a  little  more. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  would  you  say  were  passed  upon  and  allowed  or  disallowed, 
or  were  registered  in  their  regular  order? — A.  I  can  only  state  approximate  figures. 
We  passed  upon  nearly  600  challenges. 

Q.  Were  they  carefully  investigated,  and  that  result  reached  after  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial hearing  and  investigation? — A.  As  careful  as  it  was  possible.  Let  me  add  ri^ht 
here,  the  board  of  registrars  did  not  rely  upon  the  evidence  that  was  furnished  with 
the  challenges;  we  went  outside  of  it.  And  where  we  suspected  anything  wrong 
we  subpoenaed  witnesses  of  our  own  motion. 

Q.  You  have  already  stated  that  where  they  named  their  informants  you  sent  for 
the  informants  also? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  also  stated  that  you  sent  and  had  the  parties  charged  themselves 
brought  before  you  in  a  good  many  instances? — A.  In  all  instances  we  had  the  parties 
charged.     In  some  cases  thev  did  not  come;  but  in  nearly  all  cases  they  did. 

Q.  Then,  in  nearly  all  cases  the  existence  of  the  voter  and  his  registration  was 
established  by  profert  of  the  charged  party  himself? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  leading  and  suggesting  iU 
own  answer.) 

Witness.  They  came  so  fast  that  when  only  the  question  of  the  voters'  residence, 
of  their  age,  was  made  in  the  challenge,  that,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hargraves,  we 
put  them  up  four  at  a  time  and  swore  them  at  once,  and  then  inquired  where  they 
Tesided,  and  their  age,  and  where  they  had  registered.  We  were  forced  to  do  that 
on  account  of  the  great  numbers. 

Q.  Wliat  was  your  manner  or  method  of  investigating  those  witnesses  when  they 
were  sworn? 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects.  Counsel  for  contestee  having  previously  asked  a 
a  loading  question  on  this  line,  which  suggested  to  the  witness  his  answer,  now 
objects  to  this  question  as  being  predicated  on  a  former  leading  question.) 

Witness.  When  a  voter  whose  name  was  challenged  appeared  before  the  board  of 
registrars  we  first  swore  him,  and  then  he  was  asked  where  he  resided,  on  what 
street,  the  number  of  his  residence,  and  how  old  he  was. 

Q.  Was  that  the  exact  method  adopted?— A.  The  exact  method  in  that  case.  Of 
course,  if  the  ground  of  challenge  was  for  another  reason,  he  was  interrogated  upon 
the  ground  of  challenge. 

Q.  It  has  been  stated  here  by  one  witness,  if  not  more,  who  swore  for  the  contestant, 
to  wit,  Mr.  George  Murphey,  that  you  pursued  a  difierent  line  of  investigation,  and 
would  ask  the  witness  somewhat  after  this  style:  '*  What  is  your  name — ^John  Jones! 
Do  you  live  in  Horseshoe  alley,  at  No.  1415?"*— and  then  leave  the  witness  to  respond 
with  '*  Yes"  to  those  quentions.  Was  that  the  method  adopted,  or  was  it  not?*- A. 
It  was  not  in  any  case.  The  investigation  of  names  challenged  at  the  time  Mr.  Mar- 
phey  was  present  took  place  in  the  presen  e  of  at  least  25  or  50  people.    Mr.  Murphey 
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had  the  niinal  affidnyit  attached  to  the  list  of  names  which  he  returned,  stating  that 
b<>  had  made  pei-sonal  iuvestigatiun  of  them  and  that  the  canse  of  challenge  wra  trne» 
He  wa.H  regularly  sworn,  and  asked  iu  reference  to  the  fii*st  name  on  his  list. 

i^.  I>o  yon  recall  whether  or  not  that  name  was  registered f — A.  Ho  said  it  was. 
He  was  a8ke«i  to  investigate  the  registration  list  and  the  voter's  book  and  he  would 
diftrov«r  that  it  wsis  not  registered  at  all.  The  next  name  on  his  list  of  challenges 
was  calleil  and  his  return  stated  that  no  such  person  lived  there.  I  nsked  him  if  he 
knew  that  of  his  own  knowledge,  and  he  said  it  was  true  that  he  did  not  live  there. 
I  asked  him  to  state  whether  he  knew  that  of  his  own  knowledge,  or  whether  he 
stated  that  upon  the  information  of  others,  and  he  again  repeated  that  he  knew  that 
the  person  did  not  live  there.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  any  other  evidence  to  offer  aa 
to  the  truth  of  his  challenge  of  that  voter's  name.  He  said  he  did  not.  And  the 
nauie  of  the  challenged  voter  was  called,  he  having  been  subpcpnaed  in  accordance 
with  the  challenge.  He  responded.  He  was  a  very  intelligent  young  mulatto.  He 
stited  that  he  not  only  did  liye  at  the  residence  given,  but  that  he  had  lived  there 
lor  years.  I  think  as'mauT  as  four  others  of  the  names  he  challenged  were  called, 
and  in  each  instance  Mr.  Murphey  was  confronted  with  tlie  man  whom  he  said  did 
not  live  in  the  community  or  was  not  of  age,  as  the  case  may  have  been.  Mr*. 
Marphey  wa.s  asked  again  in  reference  to  his  list,  if  the  information  which  uccom- 
paaied  his  challenge  was  based  upon  his  own  knowledge,  and  he  said  it  was  not.  I 
thought  he  was  evading  the  question,  lie  said  it  was  not.  I  said:  *^Mr.  Murphey, 
fun  state  iu  your  affidavit  that  you  personally  examined  those  names,  and  you  have 
written  us  a  letter  in  which  you  have  btatcd  that  ^you  are  a  citizen  of  some  uote,^ 
and  in  which  you  stated  the  necessity  for  making  a  careful  investigation  of  the  list 
of  n*«:ist«red  voters,  and  we  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  sifting  carefully  every  chal- 
lenge you  have  ma<le."  He  said,  **  Yes ;  he  understood  that."  I  then  said,  **  Well,  do- 
Tou  desire  to  contiune  it?"  Of  course  those  names  were  not  stricken.  I  a»kcd  him 
if  he  desired  to  continue  further  the  investigation,  and  he  bald,  '^I  withdraw  it." 
Mo  then  repeated  that  the  information  returned  iu  his  challengeb  was  such  as  waa 
obtained  fW>ni  others,  and  that  he  did  not  desire  to  continue  any  further  and  with- 
drew his  challenges.  That  occurred  in  a  room  tilled  with  people.  Judge  Kve  wa» 
present;  Bryan  Lawrence  was  present. 

Q.  Then,  did  the  evidence  presented  to  the  board  of  registrars  sustain  the  chal- 
lenge f — A.  It  did  not.  Mr.  Murphey  did  not  even  claim  that  it  did.  Immediately 
npon  the  withdrawal  of  these  challenges  a  negro  presented  himself  there  and  claimed 
that  Mr.  Mnrpliey  had  sought  to  buy  him  or  to  pay  him  to  swear  that  certain  namea 
on  bis  lint  were  not  21  years  of  age,  and  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Murphey  he  was 
sworn  and  testitied  that  Mr.  Murphy  said 

•  ('out«stJint's  counsel  object  to  what  the  negro  said  as  being  hearsay.) 

WiTXESs.  He  testified  that  Mr.  Murphey  approached  him  in  the  hall  of  the  court- 
house and  offered  to  pay  him  to  swear  that  some  of  the  names  on  the  list  which  he 
bad  filed  with  the  board  of  registrars  were  not  21  years  of  age.  Mr.  Murphey  waa 
ai»ked  what  lie  had  to  say  to  that,  and  his  reply  was  that  he  offered  to  pay  him  his  day's 
wage«.  He  turned  to  me  and  said,  *'  Mr.  Sullivan,  is  there  anything  wrong  in  thatf'^ 
anil  I  think  my  replv  was  that  it  was  a  very  common  evasion.  Mr.  Murphey  then 
left  the  registrar's  office.  He  hail  never  been  there  before,  nor  did  he  come  there 
afterwards.  So  that  yon  may  have  the  situation  thoroughly  before  yon  as  well  a» 
the  record  can  make  it  appear,  1  will  say  the  next  witness  called  was  a  man  named 
Jobu  R.  White,  who,  together  with  a  man  named  Layton,  I  think,  had  returned  a 
liftt  of  possibly  40  names,  and  the  moment  his  name  was  called,  he  walked  very  hur- 
riedly op  to  the  witness  stand,  and  said :  **  Well,  you  have  done  up  Mr.  Murphy,  but 
TOU  won't  do  me  up.  I  am  an  A.  P.  A.,  and  I  want  you  all  to  know  it."  Nobody 
had  said  anything  to  him.  I  di<l  not  have  the  power  to  confine  him  for  contempt  or 
I  would  have  done  so.  But,  under  that  act,  not  having  that  power,  I  simply  said 
nothing.  He  was  asked  in  reference  to  the  names  that  he  had  cnallenged.  The  first 
one  was  not  on  the  registry  list  at  all.  Having  sworn  that  they  were,  he  was  asked 
to  reconcile  that  fact  with  his  testimony,  wherenpon  he  stated  that  Mr.  Potts  here 
had  taken  his  affidavit  and  attached  it  to  names  that  he  had  not  investigated  at  all 
and  had  never  seen,  and  he  withdrew  his  challenges. 

<^.  What  Mr.  Potts  was  thatf — A.  The  gentleman  who  in  taking  the  evidence  on 
b<-half  of  Mr.  Watson — ^Mr.  S.  T.  Potts,  jr.  That  day  and  the  next  day  were  con- 
sumed in  the  investigation  of  those  persons  who  had  returned  long  lists  of  challenges, 
and  in  every  iuBtance  they  withdrew  them.  Some,  seeing  what  occurred  to  their  pred- 
ecessors when  on  the  stand,  would  come  up  and  say  all  they  knew  about  it  waa 
what  somebody  told  them;  that  they  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  it,  and  with- 
drew  them ;  bnt  in  most  instances  they  would  be  examined  awhile  and  then  withdraw 
them. 

Q.  What  examinations  did  you  make  of  vonr  own  motion  f — A.  In  some  instancea 
those  lists  wonld  give  the  names  and  resiaences  definitely  of  persons  who  had  told 
them  that  these  people  did  not  live  there,  had  never  lived  there,  or  were  not  of  age; 
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we  would  have  those  people  Bummoned :  in  some  instances  it  woold  tarn  oat  that 
they  had  really  been  talking  to  the  wife  of  the  person  challenged;  they  woald  go 
there  with  the  list  in  their  hand,  and  she  would  tell  them  a  lie. 

Q.  Whyf — A.  They  would  mistake  the  investigators  for  a  canvasser  or  a  collector, 
or  sometning  of  that  sort;  and  in  some  of  those  instances  I  would  have  to  laujch; 
they  would  give  the  name  of  perha]>8  some  old  negro  woman  who  had  told  tbem  the 
parties  did  not  live  there  or  were  not  known,  and  they  would  be  sniunioned  before 
the  board  of  registrars.  These  old  negroes  would  come  in  and  testily  about  these 
men  comiug  there  with  a  pencil  in  one  nand  and  a  list  in  the  other,  and  in  an  impe> 
rious  manner  ask,  **  Do  ^on  know  Bill  Jonesf "  ''No,  sir."  "Does  he  live  heref 
"No,  sir;  he  never  did  live  here.''  When  I  would  ask  them  why  they  did  not  give 
the  investigators  correct  information,  they  would  say  they  did  not  know  what  they 
wanted  with  them.  In  a  very  few  cases  they  gave  names  and  residences.  There 
was  another  instance  in  which  they  gave  the  names,  and  my  friend  Hargravaa  was 
very  much  wrought  up  over  that  case.  I  said, ''  It  looks  as  if  we  really  have  i^ot  one 
fellow  who  was  illegally  registered,  and  I  will  turn  this  over  to  you.''  1  think  the 
man's  name  was  Hill.  Mr.  Hargravf»s  had  the  names  of  two  women  and  a  man  who 
lived  iu  the  house  from  which  this  man  Hill  had  regist<ered.  These  two  women 
were  summoned  and  came  before  the  board  and  testiBed.  One  said  she  d:d  not  know 
him;  the  other  said  she  knew  him;  that  he  did  not  live  there  then,  but  had  lived 
there.  Mr.  Hargraves  had  the  man  brought  up  who  lived  in  the  house;  he  said  the 
man  did  not  live  there  at  the  time  of  the  investigation,  but  did  live  there  at  the  time 
he  was  registered ;  that  he  had  since  married,  and  he  told  us  where  he  was  living 
with  his  wife. 

Q.  Have  you  now  given  a  full  picture  of  the  investigations  that  were  had  before 
yonr  body,  stating  the  manner  of  evidence  introduced  by  the  challengers  and  the 
way  in  which  yon  proceeded  to  do  your  work f — A.  I  have  done  my  best  in  that 
direction.  I  don't  think  that  a  complete  picture  of  what  occnrred  there  could  be 
transferred  to  paper. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  investigation  of  the  legality  of  the  registration  of  any  of 
those  gentlemen  who  challenged  others  for  illegal  registration  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  That 
is  to  say,  the  list  of  disqualitied  voters  disclosed  the  disqnaliti cation  of  some  of  the 
most  ardent  invcHtigators  of  registered  voters.  I  recall  two  instances.  Of  course 
there  were  more  than  two.    Mr.  Felix  Parks  was  one  of  them. 

Q.  Name  the  others  in  order  if  you  can. — A.  Then  there  was  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Yeldell. 

Q.  What  were  their  politics? — A.  Both  of  them  were  Populists.  Mr.  Parks  had 
taken  the  nsnal  outh  that  he  ha<l  paid  all  taxes,  and  I  think  his  name  appeared  on 
the  disqnaliHed  list.  It  was  very  common,  however,  for  persons  who  had  paid  their 
taxes  to  appear  on  that  disqualified  list,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  disqualified  list 
is  made  out  about  the  Ist  of  July,  and  nearly  all  of  those  persons  paid  their  Wixes 
afterwards.  In  all  inHtances  where  a  party's  name  appeared  on  the  list  of  disquali- 
fied voters  and  on  the  voters'  list,  those  people  were  subpoenaed,  and  when  Mr.  Parks 
appeared  it  was  disclosed  that  a  tax  execution  had  been  issued  against  him  some 
time  previous,  und  he  had  been  repeatedly  solicited  to  pay,  and,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, a  levy  has  been  made.  And  all  this  before  him,  he  had  taken  the  oath  that 
he  bad  paid  his  taxes  and  had  the  other  qualifications  by  which  he  was  entitled  to 
register.  When  ho  was  brouirht  before  the  board  of  registrars  he  repeated  that  he 
had  paid  his  taxes.  I  said,  '*  Why,  Mr.  Parks,  don't  you  know  that  there  has  been  a 
tax  execution  Issued  against  you,  and  have  you  not  been  repeatedly  solicited  to  pay 
itf"  He  hesitated  awhile,  and  then  said,  "Yes:  1  believe  there  is."  I  said,  "Of 
course,  then,  you  expect  to  be  struck."  He  said,  "Yes."  Mr.  Yeldell  was  another 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  returned  a  list  of  names  whom  he  said  were  illegally 
registered,  and  against  him  there  was  also  a  tax  execution,  and  he  acknowledged  it, 
and  his  name  was  struck. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  when  parties  register  what  does  the  oath  include  in  reference  to 
taxation? — A.  That  he  has  paid  all  taxes  required  of  him  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  of  1877. 

Q.  They  had  to  take  that  oath  before  they  could  register? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  had  taken  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  iu  the  outset  of  the  investigation  before  the  registrars  yon  say  they  main- 
tained that  they  had  paid  it? — A.  When  they  were  asked  if  this  tax  execution  was 
not  outstanding  against  them  they  acknowledged  it.  I  think  Mr.  Yeldell  made  some 
little  contest,  but  he  finally  acknowledged  it.  There  were  other  cases,  but  I  remem- 
ber these  two  especially. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  whether  or  not  the  same  rules  which  you  applied  to  the 
investigation  of  parties  challenged  bv  the  Populists  were  applied  to  cases  where 
they  were  challenged  by  Democrats  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  strnok  some  of  the  most 
prominent  Democrats  here  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  verv  prominent  men.  I  recall  Mr. 
T.  Harry  Oates,  who,  I  think,  had  drawn  a  check  for  his  taxes  which  was  never  deliv« 
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end  to  the  tax  collector.  Then  there  was  an  old  gentleman  np  in  the  one  hnndred 
ind  nineteenth  district  who  had  given  his  cotton  factor  instructions  to  pay  his  taxes, 
and  who  failed  to  do  so.  The  gentleman  was  bronght  up  and  testified  that  his  taxes 
mast  hare  been  paid  because  ot  those  f&cts:  but  it  was  shown  that  thoy  were  not  paid 
by  the  penon  intrusted  with  that  duty.  These  parties  tendered  the  money  for  tneir 
tsxes  and  wanted  to  pay  them,  but  we  wonld  not  permit  them  to  do  so. 

Q.  I  will  Just  ask  you  in  a  general  way  what  was  the  character  of  your  investi- 
ntions  for  partiality  or  impaitiality,  for  thoroughness  or  lack  of  thoroughness  f— A. 
It  was  the  purpose  of  the  board  of  registrars  to  sift  that  registration  list  as  com- 
pletely as  we  possibly  could  in  carrying  out  that  purpose  and  intent. 

Q.  Silt  It  of  wbatf — A.  Any  evidences  of  fraud.  I  want  to  add  that  there  was 
not  a  single  decision  made  by  the  board  of  registrars  in  which  the  three  members 
did  not  absolutely  and  fully  concur.  I  want  to  say,  too^  in  reference  to  Mr.  Qeorge 
Marphey  denying  that  he  had  withdrawn  his  challenges,  that  on  the  docket  of  the 
Rgijitrars  there  is  an  order  signed  by  the  board,  which  recites  that  he  withdrew 
them,  and  that  order  is  signed  oy  mvself  and  Dr.  Mclnnes  and  Mr.  Hargraves,  the 
Populist  registrar,  and  by  Mr.  Campbell,  clerk. 

(Conteatant's  counsel  objects  to  tne  substance  of  the  order  being  stated,  the  order 
itself  being  the  best  eridence.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Wright.)  What  kind  of  record  did  you  keep f— A.  The  law  does  not 
require  anv  record  to  be  kept,  but  we  had  to  keep  one.  1  am  f^ee  to  confess  it  is 
anything  but  perfect :  there  was  so  much  hurry  and  confusion  that  the  clerks  did 
not  keep  it  as  correctly  as  we  wante<l  it. 

Q.  At  the  conclusion  of  your  investigations,  when  you  had  completed  and  per- 
fected the  voters'  list,  I  will  ask  yon  whether  or  not  that  was  unhesitatingly  con- 
earred  in  by  all  three,  and  whether  or  not  all  three  members  of  the  board  signed 
tbat  Toters'list  as  being  correct  f — A.  All  three  members  did  sign  that  list  as  correct. 
Q.  Was  or  not  every  opportunity  offered  to  the  Populists,  to  the  A.  P.  A.'s,  and  to 
any  other  party  challenging  parties  as  being  illegfMly  registered  for  investigating 
and  thoroughly  searching  out  the  legality  or  tne  illegality  of  the  various  parties  chal- 
lenged f 

1  Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  this  question  as  being  leading  and  suggesting  its 
own  answer.) 

Witness.  They  were  offered  every  opportunity,  more  opportunities  than  they 
offered  themselves.  They  simply  came  there  with  their  challenges  and  with  these 
remarks  that  I  have  recited  under  them,  and  threw  them  down  on  our  table,  and  put 
np<in  us  the  burden  of  assorting  them  out  and  doing  the  best  we  could,  which  we 
did.  Dr.  Potts,  who  was  acting  as  the  representative  of  the  Tribune,  said  that  we 
had  done  evervthing  possible. 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  what  was  said  by  Dr.  Potts  before  the  board  of 
registrars,  as  the  same  is  illegal  and  not  under  oath.) 

WmcKSS.  He  said  we  had  done  everything  we  could.    I  don't  know  whether  he 
VS8  making  the  reports  or  not. 
Q.  Who  18  Dr.  Pottsf— A.  I  refer  to  Dr.  S.  T.  Potts,  sr. 

Q.  What  are  his  politics f — ^A.  He  is  a  Populist  and  a  member  of  the  A.  P.  A.  He* 
wu  the  representative  of  the  Populist  journal,  the  Tribune. 

Q.  Was  he  not  one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  the  Populist  party  in  the  mat- 
ter of  ferreting  out  illegally  registerea  voters  f — A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

(^.  Was  he  not  their  representative  here  at  the  court-house  during  the  registra- 
tion?— A.  Yes,  sir.  He  is  known  as  one  of  the  leading  Populists. 
(Contestant's  counsel  objected  to  this  question  and  answer  as  being  leading.) 
Q.  (By  Mr.  Wright.)  Mr.  Sullivan,  I  can  not  recall  every  instance  where  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  contestant  made  statements  adverse  to  the  fairness  of  the  registrars  in 
the  conduct  of  the  registration,  and  I  will  therefore  not  be  able  in  each  specific  cose, 
possibly,  to  specially  rebut  what  every  witness  may  have  said,  so  voluminous  is  the 
testimony.  But  I  desire  you  to  say  in  as  comprehensive  way  as  possible  what  that 
oondnct  wast — A.  The  registrars  were,  of  course,  sworn  to  perform  their  duty  hon- 
Mtly  and  impartially.  T%at  of  itself  would  have  been  a  reason  why  we  would  have 
performed  our  duty  impartially.  In  addition  to  that — I  don't  know  how  it  is  with 
the  other  registrars — but  with  myself,  Mr.  Fleming,  the  author  of  the  registration 
hill,  Mr.  Black,  and  various  other  gentlemen  in  the  city  of  August  came  to  m^ 

(Contestant's  counsel  objected  to  the  witness  stating  any  conversations  had  with 
Major  Black,  Mr.  Fleming,  the  author  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Wright,  and  other  prominent 
citizens  of  Angnsta  as  to  his  intended  line  of  conduct.) 

WrrNESS.  And  urged  unusual  caution  and  care  in  the  investigation  of  those  chal- 
k&ges  and  in  the  investigation  of  the  legality  of  the  various  registered  voters. 

Q.  What  reasons  did  they  assign  or  urge  why  that  registration  law  should  be  car- 
ried onf — A.  I  don't  recall,  except  that  Major  Black  said  that  he  wanted  it  to  be  so 
cusfnUy  scrutinized  that  there  could  be  no  question  raised.  We  would,  as  a  matter 
of  coarse,  have  scrutinized  the  list  careftiUy  if  nothing  had  been  said  to  us.    But  in 
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eyery  way  that  we  could  possibly  devise  or  that  ooald  be  suggested  to  us  we  sought 
to  go  carefully  over  the  list  of  registered  voters.  Aud  iu  pursuance  of  that  line  of 
conduct  we  struck  various  names,  and  indeed  a  large  number  of  names,  as  the  resolt 
of  our  investigation. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  any  instances  of  this  kind — if  so  state  them — where  the  parties 
ohalleuged  would  be  charged  with  having  no  existence,  they  were  shown  to  live,  if 
not  at  tue  particular  residence,  at  some  other  place  near  byf 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  illegal,  leading,  and  suggest- 
ing the  answer  to  same  from  the  witness.) 

WITNESS.  I  remember  that  in  some  instances  some  of  the  parties  were  located  at 
these  cotton  warehouses,  and  we  made  some  investigation  of  them  and  found  that  in 
the  summer  the  negroes  did  sleep  around  iu  the  warehouses.  Of  course  there  was  no 
residence  there,  but  they  would  sleep  iu  the  warehouses. 

•  Q.  Was  it  not  discovered  in  your  investigation  on  that  line  that  negroes  in.  some 
instances  gave  that  same  place  as  their  residence  instead  of  the  place  where  they 
slept? — ^A.  1  remember  that  in  some  instance  the  residence  stated  in  the  regiatration 
was  incorrect,  but  it  was  shown  that  they  lived  in  the  city.  They  appeared  them- 
selves. Sometimes  they  said  they  lived  there  when  they  were  register^  and  moved 
subsequently.  In  all  those  cases  we  had  the  change  entered  on  the  voters'  list.  The 
residence  will  appear  differently  on  the  voters'  list,  by  reason  of  that  chan|ce,  from 
what  it  does  on  the  voters'  books. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  that  Mr.  Thacker  was  also  a  challenger  and  had  some  chal- 
lenged parties  on  his  listf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  challenged  one  name.  His  evi- 
dence was  that  somebody  had  told  him  the  boy  was  not  of  age.  The  boy  testified 
that  he  was  of  age.  His  father  had  told  him,  he  testified,  that  when  he  became  of 
age  he  could  work  for  himself,  and  that  about  six  months  before  he  registered  his 
father  told  him  he  could  go  now  and  work  for  himself,  and  therefore  he  knew  be 
was  of  age.  Subsequently,  and  before  the  work  of  the  registrars  closed,  he  brought 
an  affidavit  from  his  father,  stating  that  the  boy  was  not  of  age,  aud  we  struck  him 
upon  that  affidavit.  It  was  taken  before  Thomas  Remsen,  the  ordinary  of  Lincoln 
County.  I  said  there  were  a  number  of  those  voters  who,  when  brought  before  the 
registrars,  said  they  resided  in  places  different  from  the  place  stated  in  their  reg- 
istration. In  all  those  cases,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  were  negro  voters. 
You  see,  they  had  begun  registering  in  January  and  had  been  registering  all  during 
the  year,  and  in  some  instunces  they  had  moved  several  times.  It  is  a  fact  that  is 
well  known  to  every  person  that  is  at  all  familiar  with  the  habits  and  customs  of  the 
negroes  that  they  move  very  often. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  custom  of  approaches  leading  to  the  voting  pre- 
cincts in  certain  wards  in  the  cityf  If  so,  please  explain  it. — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am 
familiar  with  that  custom,  and  have  been  for  the  past  fourteen  or  fifteen  years.  They 
have  beeu  in  existence  for  years  in  the  wards,  except  iu  the  Kifth  Ward  and  in  the 
country  precincts,  and  since  the  population  has  become  large,  have  been  in  tbe  Fifth 
Ward. 

Q.  Just  describe  what  they  are  and  what  the  object  of  them  is,  and  what  is  the 
effect  as  to  the  voter.  First,  their  purpose. — A.  I  am  very  familiar  with  their  pur- 
pose aud  their  effect.  It  is  a  system,  inaugurated  I  don't  know  when,  but  has  existed 
nere  ever  since  I  have  beeu  familiar  with  elections  and  before  the  birth  of  the  Third 
Party,  when  contests  were  simply  local  and  between  Democrats.  It  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  facilitating  the  voting  and  to  prevent  offensive  soliciting  at  the  time  of  vot> 
ing.  Wheu  a  voter  went  in  between  'these  approaches  he  was  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
different  workers  around  the  ward ;  also,  from  the  possibility  of  beins^  crushed  or 
interfered  with,  and  again  it  greatly  facilitated  the  voting,  and  does.  I  said  that  it 
was  not  the  custom  in  the  Fifth  Ward.  They  never  did  have  them  there,  as  the 
voters  of  that  ward  voted  outside  of  the  ward  in  the  village  of  Summerville.  They 
did  not  have  the  approaches,  therefore. 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  this  clause  as  a  matter  of  opinion.) 

WiTNKSS.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  opinion,  but  the  fact.  The  l^ifth  Ward  voted,  until 
the  last  election,  in  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district  in  the  village  of 
Summerville,  ontside  the  city  limits.  No  approaches  were  built  there  at  all.  The 
difficulty  of  the  year  previous  g^ew  out  of  the  fights  that  occurred  by  reason  of  the 
interruption  of  tlie  vote  being  cast  there,  and  if  the  approaches  had  been  there  those 
people  could  not  have  gotten  in  there  to  interrupt  the  voting.  The  police  were  the 
only  persons  who  had  a  right  in  there  and  would  have  interrupted  it  if  anything 
had  been  wrong. 

Q.  You  mean  the  police  and  the  challengers  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  those  approaches  are  not  there,  everybody  Is  challenging! — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
both  sides.  Each  side  interrupting  the  other.  The  result  of  that  is  bantering 
between  the  different  partisans.    It  is  not  possible  where  those  approaches  are  built. 

Q.  You  say  it  facilitates  good  order? — A.  Most  emphatically,  as  was  demonstrated 
in  the  last  election  in  the  same  ward.    The  judge  of  the  city  court  moved  the  pre- 
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cinct  from  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district  to  the  city  limits,  and  those 
approaches  were  built,  and  it  was  compuratively  a  very  quiet  election. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  custom  has  prevailed  in  the  balance  of  the  wards  ever  since  you 
have  known  of  themf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(j.  Then,  was  there  anything  unusual  in  these  approaches  at  the  special  election 
of  1896f— A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Did  they  in  any  wise  obstruct,  or  interfere  with,  or  impede  the  voting  at  those 
precioctaf — A.  1  have  stated,  and  I  repeat,  that  it  greatly  facilitated  the  voting. 

(^.  Something  has  been  said  about  certain  headquarters,  or  iuclosures,  or  reudez- 
ron9  near  the  voting  precinct,  by  the  witnesses  for  the  contestant.  Have  you  any 
knowledge  of  that  matter?  If  so,  please  state  it;  what  the  custom  has  been  as  to 
l)otb  parties  at  a  hotly  contested  election  in  that  regard. — A.  It  has  always  been 
the  cuiitom  for  both  parties,  at  least  it  was  the  case  long  ago,  where  the  election  was 
between  Democrats  locally,  and  the  custom  has  continued,  where  the  persons  were 
ftble  to  hire  those  places,  that  each  contending  party  had  their  headquarters  just  as 
Dear  the  polling  precinct  as  they  could  get  it.  You  see  a  great  deal  of  the  vote  is 
nfiually  some  distance  from  the  polls,  and  you  have  very  often  to  use  vehicles. 
Parties  would  send  down  to  the  factory  or  machine  shop  where  there  is  a  coucen- 
tnted  rote,  bring  them  to  the  headquarters,  give  them  their  tickets,  one  or  two  men 
wonld  go  along  with  them  and  keep  other  workers  off  them  and  get  them  to  the 
pollM  to  cast  their  ballots.  Then  they  wonld  bad^e  them.  Tben  they  wonld  bring 
tbeui  over  for  the  purpose  of  boosting  up  the  weak-kneed  fellows.  It  was  there  for 
that  purpose.  A  iter  they  were  taken  in  charge  and  voted  in  groups,  they  returned 
aa  a  rule  before  they  went  off.  Sometimes  there  would  be  lunches  spread  for  them. 
I  have  seen  barbecues  cooked  and  put  in  the  headquarters.  Some  of  the  men  pei^ 
baps  would  come  back  and  get  a  piece  of  barbecued  meat  and  some  bread,  and  then 
get  in  their  wagon  and  go  back  to  their  work.  That  is  very  common,  as  I  suppose 
all  of  yon  understand. 

Q.  Take,  for  instance,  the  Third  Ward ;  what  is  considered  generally  the  desirable 
place  to  be  secured  by  either  party  in  an  election? — A.  I  do  not  know.  You  see,  the 
desirability  is  to  get  as  near  the  voting  precinct  as  possible.  Both  sides  want  to  be 
aa  near  the  polls  as  they  can,  so  as  to  get  the  voter  to  the  polls  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Q.  As  to  tne  colored  voter,  and  things  of  that  kind,  I  will  ask  you  whether  it  is  not 
necessary? — A.  As  I  have  stated,  you  get  them  there  to  give  them  their  ballots.  Of 
coarse,  I  have  reference  to  the  colored  vote  most  especiallyi  because  it  is  necessary 
that  yoQ  stay  with  them  and  go  to  the  polls  with  them.  White  men  working  for  the 
other  side  will  take  greater  liberties  with  the  colored  voters  than  the  white.  You 
take  them  to  the  headquarters  and  give  them  their  ballot  and  instruct  them  not  to 
take  a  ballot  from  anybody  else.    They  keep  it  in  their  hand  and  vote  that  ballot. 

y.  Does  that  not  also  obtain  among  certain  of  the  white  voters  in  the  factory  dis- 
trict?—A.  Certainly  it  does. 

(j.  As  to  the  number  of  ballot  boxes  here  in  the  city,  state  why  there  is  more  than 
one  ased. — A.  My  recollection  of  Judge  Eve's  custom  of  using  one,  two,  or  three 
ballot  boxes  is  he  was  governed  by  the  character  of  the  election.  If  it  is  a  warm 
election,  and  a  large  number  of  votes  were  expected  to  be  cast,  he  would  order  a 
larf^er  number  of  boxes  than  he  would,  say  for  a  county  school  commissioner,  where 
there  is  very  little  interest  manifested.  At  all  prominent  elections  he  had  bad  more 
than  one  box  in  populous  wards. 

^.  Are  ^on  acquainted  with  the  managers  generally  who  were  appointed  by  Judge 
Eve  at  this  special  election? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  know  nearly  all,  if  not  quite  all, 
of  them. 

(^.  Take  the  First  W^ard.  Do  you  know  Mr.  J.  L.  Robertson,  one  of  the  managers 
there?— A.  Yes,  sir;  very  well. 

Q.  Who  is  he? — A.  He  is  a  very  prominent  citizen.  He  is  the  manager  of  the 
SoTitbeastem  Tariff  Association  ana  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Langley  Manu- 
facturing Company,  one  of  our  most  important  and  wealthy  institutions,  and  is  a 
prominent  citizen  in  this  community,  always  occupying  a  position  of  responsibility 
and  trust. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  A.  Muse  was  the  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  First  Ward.  In  the  Second 
Ward  the  justice  of  the  peace  was  Mr.  W.  T.  Lamar.  Do  you  know  Mr.  John  D. 
Sbeeban? — A.  Very  well. 

(j.  is  he  a  man  of  prominence  in  the  community? — A.  Yes,  sir;  one  of  the  leading 
men  and  members  of  our  city  government.  He  is,  or  was,  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee  of  council.    He  is  also  the  cashier  of  the  Irish- American  Bank. 

V.  Take  the  Third  Ward.  The  justice  of  the  peace  for  that  ward  was  John  Vaughn. 
Mr.  S.  U.  Myers  was  the  other  Democratic  manager  there;  do  yon  know  him? — A. 
Very  well. 

Q.  Who  is  he? — A.  Mr.  Myers  is  the  proprietor  of  two  of  our  largest  dry  goods 
itoreB  here.    No  man  stands  higher  in  the  community  than  Sam  Myers. 

Q.  Pasaing  on  to  the  Fourth  Ward.  Do  you  know  Mr.  8.  W.  Carter?— A.  Yes,  sir; 
be  ia  one  of  the  manufacturers  in  this  city ;  he  is  the  proprietor  of  the  broom  factory. 
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Q.  In  the  Fifth  Ward,  ontude  of  the  justioe  of  the  peace,  I  find  Mr.  H.  K.  Lowrr 
as  a  manager  there ;  who  is  he  f — A.  He  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Lowry 
Wagon  Manufaoturing  Company ;  a  man  of  considerable  property  and  decided  influ- 
ence in  this  community. 

Q.  Then  to  the  Snmmerrille  portion  of  that  district;  I  notice  Mr.  J.  P.  Yerdery 
there;  who  is  he? — A.  He  was  for  years  a  well-known  lawyer  here,  and  afterwards 
accepted  his  present  position  of  president  of  the  Enterprise  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, I  believe,  the  tnird  or  fourth  larg^est  cotton  manufacturing  industry  in  the 
State.  He  is  a  man  of  wealth  and  standing,  and  of  unquestionable  position  in  thia 
community. 

Q.  Qo  out  to  the  one  hundred  and  twenty -third  district,  one  of  the  largest  dis- 
tricts, and  near  the  city;  I  see  Dr.  Neil  Mclnnes  as  one  of  the  managers;  do  yon 
know  himf — A.  I  know  him;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  hef — A.  The  doctor  is  a  retired  physician;  I  regard  him  as  the  most 
prominent  man  in  his  community  and  a  man  who  possesses  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  every  human  being  that  knows  him.  lie  Lb  a  man  of  education  and  culture;  be 
is  a  ball  of  education,  and  I  think  he  has  the  most  lovable  disposition  that  I  ever 
met  in  m^  life. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  it  is  not  the  custom,  and  if  it  is  not  also  a  provision  of  the 
law,  that  a  justice  of  the  peace  shall  be  one  of  the  managers f — A.  Yes,  sir;  those 
gentlemen  whom  you  have  particularly  interrogated  me  about  were  all,  of  course, 
appointed  in  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  1  will  ask  you,  if  you  were  seeking  men  of  the  highest  possible  character,  and 
men  who  enjoyed  to  an  unlimited  degree  the  confidence  of  the  people  and  men  of 
the  highest  position,  whether  or  not  the  personnel  of  the  managers  could  have  been 
improved  on  in  that  respect 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  this  question  as  leading  and  suggesting  its  own 
answer.) 

Mr.  Wright  (continuing).  And  selected  for  their  integrity  and  intelligence f— A. 
Taking  them  as  a  whole  and  individually,  I  do  not  know  where  a  better  class  of 
men  could  have  been  induced  to  occupy  the  position.  In  fact,  it  requires  in  some 
instances  of  which  I  have  personal  knowleilge  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  indnee 
those  gentlemen  to  serve,  and  one  of  the  reasons  that  Judse  Eve  gave  for  selecting 
men  or  that  kind  was  because  of  the  public  demand  as  a  wnole,  and  by  the  parties 
directly  interested,  that  this  election  be  carefully  scrutinized. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  a  Populist  manager  was  appointed  by  Judge  Eve 
in  each  of  the  polling  places! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  the  list  of  managers  J  ustoefore 
its  publication  and  after  its  publication,  and  there  was  a  Populist  manager  named 
for^  each  ward  and  polling  place.  Rather,  men  who  were  publicly  reputed  to  be 
Populists. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  population  of  Richmond  County-  its  size,  the 
number  of  its  population,  and  the  further  fact  whether  or  not  Augusta  is  rapidly 
increasing  in  its  population! — A.  So  far  as  one  can  be  said  to  be  acquainted  by  the 
knowledge  of  what  is  publicly  reputed  to  exist,  I  am;  yes. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  was  the  population  of  Richmond  County  !  When  our  own 
city  and  county  took  the  census  in  1890,  do  you  know  about  what  it  was! — A.  I  remem- 
ber that  there  was  a  great  discrepancy  in  favor  of  the  city  between  the  Federal  census 
and  the  police  census  of  the  city,  one  giving  us  over  40,(XX)  in  the  city  proper,  and 
the  other  about  33,(XX).  I  am  speaking  of  the  city.  I  think  the  police  censua  carried 
us  beyond  40,000.  That  was  hve  years  ago.  The  police  census  gave  us  some  con- 
siderable number  above  the  Federal  census. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  is  the  population  of  the  city  and  county! — A.  I  would  not 
like  to  say  what  the  population  of  the  county  is. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  size  and  population  of  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty- third  district! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Describe  it  as  nearly  as  you  can. — A.  I  can  not  describe  the  metes  and  bounds 
without  a  map.  But  it  extends  from  down  here  near  the  river  away  up  to  Harrison- 
Tille,  and  takes  in  several  minor  villa;;es,  namely,  Harrisonville,  Nellieville,  etc.  The 
Lafayette  race  course  is  a  very  populous  portion  of  the  district ^  then  the  Verdery 
land  upon  which  those  colored  people  have  built  those  houses  within  the  last  year 
or  two. 

Q.  How  many  houses  are  there  in  that  Verdery  portion! — A.  They  extend  along 
away  down  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road  goinp;  out.  I  think  a  person  could 
safely  say  100  or  150.  Beside  that,  all  on  the  other  side  there  are  these  negro  houses 
and  these  settlements  and  industries ;  that  includes  the  Georgia  Chemical  Works,  one 
of  the  largest  fertilizer  industries  in  the  country;  it  includes  the  Augusta  Brick 
Company;  the  McCoy  Brick  Works;  the  Boswell  Brick  Works. 

Q.  Does  it  or  not  include  some  of  the  largest  plantations! — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  is 
the  Eve  plantation.  I  think  it  includes  the  county  home  and  fiuin,  the  Phinizy 
farm,  the  Warren  farms,  the  Wheless  farm. 
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Q.  What  woald  yoa  sttv  was  the  voting  population  of  t)iat  district  if  its  full 
«tr«n;r|h  was  pollmlf — A.  It  is  very  larg«;  I  should  think  there  are  l,20u  or  1,500 
voters  in  that  district 

i^.  Are  Dot  there  us  niauy  as  2,000f 

{rcinteataat's  counsel  objects  to  this  question  hb  mislead in;r.) 

WITNK8S.  I  would  say,  positively,  that  there  were  1,200  or  1,500,  easily. 

Q.  Coanttiig  those  who  work  iu  the  city,  hut  who  live  in  th<ise  colored  settlements 
or  whA  sleep  there,  how  many  would  you  sayf>-A.  I  want  to  be  safe,  and  would  not 
hesitate  to  say  at  least  1,500.  There  may  be  more,  and  I  would  not  be  surprised  if 
th^re  were.  Yon  are  asking  me  for  my  estimate,  and  1  am  satintied  there  are  1,200 
to  1,500. 

Q.  Yoa  weiit  carefully  over  the  registration  list  and  scanned  it  personally.  Ave 
yoa  arqaatnted  with  the  politics  of  the  men,  or  most  of  tbem,  on  that  list;  if  so, 
how  many  is  your  best  estimate  of  the  number  of  Popnlistd  on  that  registry  list, 
pving  them  a  liberal  number  in  the  county  f 

(Coutestant's  counsel  objects  to  this  question  as  being  leading,  and  as  being  a 
Bitter  of  opinion  not  based  npon  fact;  as  being  illegal  and  aH  being  irrelevant.) 

Witness.  I  wonld  say  800.  I  never  did  regard  the  registration  list  as  containing 
more  tbau  800  Populist  vot«^. 

<j.  What  opportunities,  if  any,  have  yon  had  or  enjoyed  for  determining  who  the 
Populists  are,  where  they  live,  and  their  number f — A.  The  voters'  list,  as  well  as 
the  list  taken  from  the  voters'  book,  disclosed  the  resi  'ence  and  occupation  of  each, 
r«gist«!re<l  voter.  There  is  not,  outside  of  the  Fourth  aud  Fifth  wards,  any  number 
of  PopnliKts.  The  strength  of  the  Populist  pnrt}'  is  entirely  among  the  mill  oper- 
stirew,  and  especially  among  the  more  migratory  class  of  mill  operatives.  I  lived 
for  sixteen  years  in  the  Fifth  Ward.  I  lived  there  before  riiose  large  mills  were 
built,  aud  I  know  their  faces  and  the  character  of  their  politics. 

<^.  You  are  familiar  with  that  district,  and  with  the  names  of  those  who  vote  with 
the  Populists  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  as  I  stated  before,  and  ntate  now,  after  the  registrii^ 
tion  list  closed  I  did  not  think  that  there  were  more  than  800  Populists  registered  in 
the  county. 

Q.  Do  yon,  or  not,  know  generally  those  in  the  country  who  were  Populists,  and 
who  they  weref — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  don't  mean  that  1  know  every  one  of  them,  bnt  of 
eourse  ontside  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  district  the  population  of  the 
other  districts  is  very  meager  and  very  small.  There  were  less  than  100  voters  regis- 
tered in  several  of  those  districts,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  who  are  the 
Popalists  and  who  are  the  Democrats. 

Q.  Was  the  vote  iu  the  country  especially  closely  counted  and  estimated  as  to  who 
were  Populists  and  who  were  Democrats  in  each  militia  district,  aud  so  known  to  the 
working  members  of  either  party? — A.  I  can  not  answer  that  question  ho  fur  as  this 
election  was  concerned.  Inasmuch  as  I  occupied  the  position  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  registrars,  I  took  no  part  in  the  party  organization ;  therefore  I  can  not 
answer  it  in  reference  to  this  election.  The  knowledge  I  have  of  the  Populist  party 
in  the  other  districts  grows  out  of  my  participation  iu  elections  heretofore. 

i4'  They  had  a  larger  vot-e  heretofore  than  they  had  under  the  registration  list,  did 
they  notf— A.  Considerably  larger.  The  reason  for  that,  Mr.  Wright,  is  that  in  the 
factory  districts,  for  instance,  in  those  elections  where  they  have  to  pay  their  poll 
tax  before  they  can  vote,  there  are  less  of  that  character  of  people  voting  than  in 
other  elections  where  the  bridle  is  off. 

Q.  Yon  say  the  most  of  the  Populist  strength  is  in  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  wards? — 
A.  Their  entire  strength  is  in  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  wards. 

Q.  Among  what  population? — A.  The  factory  operatives;  and  the  moat  migratory 
clans  of  those,  because  those  who  have  good  positions  and  have  permanent  resi- 
denre  here  nearly  all  operate  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  here  about  the  feeliugs,  the  threats,  and  excitement. 
IV>  yon  know  anything  about  what  was  the  character  of  the  Populist  strength  up 
there  in  reference  to  their  feelings  and  their  sentiments f — A.  I  know,  for  instHUce, 

jodinng  the  party  by  its  leaders,  with  whom  to  some  extent  1  am  familiar 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  opinion  of  the  wituoss  as  formed  from  what  he 
concedes  to  be  common  rumor,  unless  those  opinions  are  founded  on  facts.) 

Witness.  I  have  seen  their  meetings  in  progress,  in  which  those  who  were  quali- 
lied  to  vote  as  well  as  those  who  were  not  were  in  attendance,  and  I  have  heard  the 
muit  commnnistic  and  socialistic  sentiments  applauded  to  the  echo.  I  have  seen  res- 
obtioDs  passed  at  their  meetings,  at  which  the  present  chairman  of  the  Populist 
exerntive  committee  for  this  Congressional  district  was  preseut  and  participated, 
•lire^ing  them  to  go  to  the  polls  armed.  That  especial  meeting  to  which  I  refer  was 
hf-M  in  Harrisbnrg,  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  and  from  the  front  porch  of  a  building  just 
in  the  middle  of  the  block  between  Milledge  street  and  C-rawford  avenue.  Mr.  Bas- 
Mtt,  one  of  their  leading  members  here,  is  an  avowed  anarchist.  Mr.  Gordon  C. 
Wiliiains,  the  secretary  of  the  Populist  executive  committee,  is  an  anarchist.     I  have 
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heard  him  say  that  ansirchisni  was  the  solution  of  troohles  in  this  country.  I  bare 
heard  him  standing  on  the  corners  preachin;;  social  ism.  The  chairman  ol  the  execa- 
tive  c<»mn)ittee  of  the  I'opnliHt  party,  Mr.  liarrett,  a  man  of  considerable  edacatum. 
entertains  opinions  which  he  douies  ns  beiu<:;  socialistic,  but  which  1  regard  as  social- 
istic. I  have  heard  him  nay,  fur  instance,  that  he  would  be  glad  i(»  see  every  railroad 
track  torn  np. 

CContestant's  counsel  object  to  witness  stnting  what  was  said.) 

Witness.  1  have  heard  hiui  say  those  factories  ought  to  be  torn  down;  I  have 
heard  him  repeatedly  deprecate  the  accumulation  of  wealth  and  property.  1  never 
have  regarded  his  sentiinents  as  serious  at  all,  however,  because  they  were  uev«r  last- 
ing, and  were  likely  to  change  at  any  time.  But  I  always  regarded  him  as  ^'isioaary 
and  somewhat  a  political  crank. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  the  rumor  was  freely  circulated  here,  and  deemed  of  saf- 
ficient  seriousness  to  re(|uire  action  on  the  part  of  tlie  law  officers,  that  the  PopnIi»ts 
would  go  to  the  polls  armed  at  this  ]a.st  election  with  rifles  and  the  effect,  if  any,  that 
had  upon  the  colored  vote. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  qnesticm  as  being  founded  on  rumor,  vagne, 
nncertain,  and  not  traceable  to  any  reliable  source;  as  being  a  matter  of  opinion 
and  not  founded  on  fact;  as  being  illegal,  misleading,  and  irrelevant.; 

Witness.  I  was  prescut  on  an  occasion  when  the  police  officers  were  arranging  to 
locate  their  best  and  most  reliable  policemen  at  the  Fourth  and  Fifths  wards  in 
anticipation  of  trouble  growing  ont  of  those  public  rnmors.  I  did  know,  and  to 
some  extent  know  now,  where  those  rumors  originated.  I  am  free  to  confess  that 
the  worst  of  those  rumors  were  not  any  more  reliable  than  could  any  rumor  be  that 
grew  ont  of  Populistic  circles,  bat  that  they  were  constantly  being  circulated  and 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  the  negroes  appeared  by  evidence  on  several  occasions 
before  the  registrars. 

Q.  Was  it  or  not  very  broadly  hinted  at  in  the  public  prints  of  the  Populist 
party  f 

(Contestant's  counsel  object,  the  prints  themselves  being  the  best  evidence,  so  far 
as  this  testimony  is  concerned.) 

Witness.  My  washerwoman  was  apj^iroached  and  informed  that  it  would  not  be 
safe  for  her  to  continue  doing  ray  washing  because  of  my  having  stricken  some  Pop- 
nlists  irom  the  registration  list. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  a  certain  stand  on  that  line  taken  by  Mr.  Walden,  a  promi- 
nent Populist  in  the  adjoining  county  nf  Glascock,  and  who  represent^ed  that  county 
in  the  Georgia  legislature? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  read  a  long  letter  with  his  name  printed 
underneath  it. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  witness  stating  the  contents  of  the  letter,  and  to 
evidence  of  Mr.  Waldon's  position  about  whom  the  witness  is  about  to  testify,  the 
party  himself  being  eanilv  procurable  and  the  letter  itself  easy  to  secure.) 

Q.  (By Mr.  Wright.)  Wnat  paper  did  that  letter  appear  in?— A.  I  don't  recall 
whether  it  was  the  Tribune  or  Mr.  Watson's  paper;  but  I  think  it  was  in  Mr. 
Watson's  paper. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Watson's  paper  called  f — A.  The  People's  Party  Paper.  Of  coarse, 
I  don't  recall  the  language  he  used,  and  do  not  pretend  to  state  that,  bat  it  advocated 
a  commercial  boycott  by  the  country  against  the  city  of  Augusta,  and  it  referred  to 
"  blood  and  the  torch,"  and  things  of  that  kind.  It  was  an  incendiary  document, 
and  one  which,  if  published  in  some  cities  of  this  Union,  would  be  of  a  serious 
nature.    If  published  in  the  city  of  Chicago  he  would  be  arrested  immediately. 

Q.  What  time  was  that  letter  circulated  here  in  Richmond  County  f — ^A.  Daring  the 
progress  of  the  campaign. 

Q.  Did  you  know  or  near  of  Mr.  Watson's  speech  in  Lincoln  Coonty  jast  before 
the  election,  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  Richmond  County,  and  what  he  declared, 
and  what  the  Populists  at  that  public  speaking  avowed  they  would  dof 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  question  and  answer  as  hearsay.) 

Witness.  I  can  not  answer  that  question,  as  I  do  not  know.  I  regarded  Mr. 
Watson's  speech  in  Richmond  County  as  advocating  a  boycott.  He  said  here  that 
he  was  personally  opposed  to  a  commercial  boycott,  but  said  significantly  that  '<  he 
did  not  own  the  boys,"  a  remark  which  I  regarded  as  being  purely  politic  and  at  the 
same  time  containing  the  intimation  to  "the  boys"  that  it  was  the  right  thing  to  do 
in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  James  Barrett,  the  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  for 
the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  the  People's  Party,  advocating  a  boycott;  in 
what  way  did  he  advocate  it? — A.  I  saw  a  letter  published  purporting  to  be  from 
him  in  which  it  was  advocated. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  that  letter  came  to  be  procured? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  It  was  a  letter  addressed  to  whom? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony.) 

Witness.  I  don't  know.    I  saw  the  letter.    I  did  not  regard  that  it  did  the  Demo* 
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cratic  party  any  harm.  I  considered  it  a  most  fortuitous  thing  in  the  interest  of 
Dcnioeracy,  in  that  it  added  to  the  zeal  and  contributed  to  the  unanimity  of  all  par- 
ties, both  Democratic  and  Republican,  in  the  county  of  Richmond. 

Q.  Referring  again  to  Mr.  .James  Barrett^  the  chairman  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Popnlist  party  for  the  Tenth  Cou<;rbS8ional  district,  did  be  give  forth  any 
other  emanation  affecting  or  referring  to  the  Democrats,  or  to  the  board  of  registrars, 
or  to  the  registration  of  Richmond  County  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  If  you  want  it,  I  have  a 
resolution  here  which  he  published. 

(^.  I  would  like  for  you  to  present  it. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  witness  testifying  as  to  any  emanations  from 
Mr.  Barrett,  any  resolutions  passed  by  Mr.  Barrett,  and  to  the  introduction  of  any 
rMolntions  oftered  by  the  Populist  party.) 

Witness  reads  the  following,  which  is  hereto  attached : 

OFTICIAL  RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTED  BY  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  POPUUST 

PARTY,  OCTOBER  12.    1895. 

Whereas  a  partisan  jud^e  of  the  superior  court  of  this  Judicial  circuit  has  seen 
proper,  without  consultation  or  the  consent  of  the  Populist  party,  to  appoint  W.  H. 
Uargraves,  who  has  never  affiliated  in  any  meeting  with  said  party,  as  registrar : 

liewlred.  As  a  party  we  are  not  responsible  for  any  act  of  said  Hargraves  while 
acting  as  registrar. 

Ht9olcedf  That  we  repudiate  every  act  of  W.  H.  Hargraves  while  revising  the  recent 
registry  list,  and  by  his  own  acknowledgment  has  admitted  that  he  signed  a  false 
regiiitration. 

tienolredy  That  it  has  come  to  a  nice  state  in  public  affairs  when  the  suffrage  of 
Southern  men  is  to  be  passed  upon  by  an  Irishman,  a  Scotchman,  and  a  Yankee 
Kepablican. 

Hetohedf  That  this  be  published  in  all  reform  papers. 

James  Barrett, 
Chairman  P.  P.,  Richmond  Co, 

Gordon  C.  Williams, 
Se&y  P.  P.,  Richmond  Co, 

Contestee's  counsel  offer  the  above  resolution  in  evidence. 

Witness.  Mr.  Barrett  and  myself  have  been  very  friendly  for  many  years,  and 
personally  I  have  the  kindest  feelings  toward  him  now.  It  was  very  hard  to  sur- 
render a  feeling  once  formed,  and  I  have  to  be  very  generous  in  my  feeling  for  him. 
Of  coarse,  I  regard  the  last  resolve  here,  in  which  he  says  that  ''it  is  coming  to  a 
nice  state  of  public  affairs  when  the  suffrage  of  Southern  men  has  to  be  passed  upon  by 
an  Irishman,  a  Scotchman,  and  a  Yankee  Republican,''  as  a  bid  for  that  class  of  votes 
that  belong  even  to  the  worst  element  of  the  A.  P.  A.'s.  When  Mr.  Barrett  wrote 
that  resolution  he  knew  that  I  was  a  bom  American  citizen,  of  Irish  descent,  of 
course;  and  he  also  knew  the  high  character  of  Dr.  Molnnes. 

Q.  Did  he  not  also  know  that  Mr.  W.  U.  Hargraves  was  a  Populistf  — A.  Oh,  yes: 
because  he  had  him  appointed  as  a  manager  for  the  Populists ;  but  he  also  knew  thai 
Mr.  Hargraves  is  a  conservative  man. 

Q.  Why  was  Mr.  Hargraves  called  a  Yankee  f — A.  He  is  from  somewhere  in  the  far 
East.  He  knew  the  old  gentleman  was  a  very  conservative  man,  and  had  no  sym- 
pathy with  that  character  of  incendiary  politics.  Mr.  Hargraves  is  a  Populist,  so  he 
tells  me,  because  he  will  not  be  a  Democrat. 

i^.  Is  Mr.  Barrett  the  chairman  of  the  Populist  party  in  this  county^  and  also  chair- 
man of  the  executive  committee  of  the  district? — ^A.  He  is. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Gordon  C.  Williams  secretary  of  the  party  heref — A.  He  is  the  secretary 
of  the  executive  committee  of  this  county.  I  have  known  Gk>rdon  C.  Williams  for 
ten  years,  or  about  that  length  of  time. 

Q.  What  does  he  dof — A.  He  has  never  done  anything.  He  has  never  been  occu- 
pied except  as  messenger  for  his  mother-in-law  in  errands  about  the  house.  I  have 
onderstood  that  he  worked  three  or  four  days  at  the  Augusta  Exposition  severiJ 
years  aj^,  and  then  quit.  The  next  I  heard  from  him  as  doing  anything  at  all  was 
in  running  a  little  poker  room  somewhere  up  here  near  Lake  View  Park.  He  repre- 
sents possibly  the  worst  element  among  that  idle  class  that  yon  find  around  the  fac- 
tories. He  was  the  organizer  of  a  secret  club  that  participated  in  the  first  election 
&fter  Mr.  Watson  deserted  the  Democratic  party  in  Congress,  and  for  some  years 
before  he  has  been  a  constant  fomenter  of  trouble  among  the  factory  people.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  strike  that  occurred  here  in  1886 ;  then  he  attempted 
some  organization  here  called  the  United  Workingmen's  Party.  I  know  this  of 
my  own  Knowledge,  because  he  himself  showed  me  their  platform,  and  told  me  that 
^t  would  attempt  to  get  the  Workingmen's  Club  adopt  it  in  Harrisbnrg,  instead  of 
the  different  plan  or  organization  that  had  been  submitted  to  me  by  other  members 
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of  the  club.    He  is  not  iu  good  repute,  and  has  not  been  fox  several  years,  with  soms 
of  those  factory  people. 

Q.  He  seems  to  occupy  sufiicient  prominence  to  be  secretary  of  the  Popnlist  party.— 
A.  Well,  that  is  dne  to  the  fact  thnt  he  reads  and  writes. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  indicate  by  that  tbat  most  of  the  Populists  do  not  do  that?— 
A.  A  great  percentage  of  the  Populist  party  in  this  county  consists  of  the  illiterate. 

Q.  What  about  their  tax-paying  capacity  f — A.  There  is  no  appreciable  namber  of 
them  at  all  that  pay  taxes.  It  has  been  found  very  <lilhcult  to  get  names  of  men  to 
act  as  their  managers,  on  account  of  the  property  qualification. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Gordon  C.  Williams  engaged  in  nowf — A.  I  think  he  is  working 
for  the  public  as  a  result  of  his  conviction  for  keeping  a  gaming  house.  I  think  he 
plead  guilty  of  the  offense. 

Q.  You  say  you  are  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  James  Barrett f — A.  Tea,  sir.  I  will 
give  you,  as  far  as  I  can,  a  statement  of  who  Mr.  Barrett  is  and  what  his  occupatiou 
was. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  a  biographical  sketch  of  Mr.  Barrett  being  iigected 
in  this  record  as  a  matter  entirely  foreign  to  the  issue,  illegal,  and  not  a  matter  of 
legal  testimony.) 

Witness.  M r.  Barrett  has  been  a  farmer.  Bo  is  managing  and  controlling  his 
wife's  property  located  in  Burke  County  at  present,  and  has  been  since  I  have  known 
him  personally.  He  has  stated  to  me  that  he  was  a  Confederate  soldier  during  the 
war.  and  at  some  period  of  the  war  had  charge  to  some  extent  of  Andersonville  Prison, 
in  tnis  State.  I  don't  recall  the  charges,  in  det»il,  that  were  circulated  in  reference 
to  his  management  of  the  prison  at  Florence,  8.  C.,  but  I  do  recall  the  fact  that  he 
stated  that  he  was  very  unjustly  charged  with  great  cruelty  to  the  Federal  pnscn- 
ers,  or  something;  of  that  kind .  Whatever  it  was,  lie  denies  it  bitterly ;  I  w  ill  say  that. 
He  was  charged  with  ill  treating  the  ]>ri6oners.  which  Inct  he  denies  bitterly,  and  he 
ftirther  denies  that  his  trip  to  Kurope  just  after  the  war,  as  I  recollect,  was  not 
intended  by  him  as  an  escape  from  the  vengeance  of  the  Federal  authorities.  This 
statement  to  which  I  have  references  grew  out  of  an  article  which  was  published  in 
one  of  the  magazines  of  the  country,  and  to  which  he  called  my  attention;  and  I 
remember  that  the  article  stated  that  he  was  an  illiterate  man,  which  is  very  nntme. 
Mr.  Barrett  is  an  educated  man,  and  belongs  to  a  reputable  family  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  as  w^ell  as  an  influential  one. 

Q.  He  is  the  only  member  of  the  Populist  party  in  that  family? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  I  know  nearly  every  member  of  the  family  in  the  State,  and  he  is  the  only 
member  of  that  family  that  belongs  to  the  Populist  pJirty. 

Q.  How  did  he  go  away  from  the  Democrats  f — A.  Mr.  Barrett  was  disappointed  in 
his  political  aspirations  in  the  Democratic  party,  in  which,  by  the  way,  1  was  one  of 
his  supporters  and  mutually  disappointed,  and  he  has  stated  tome  that  he  was  going 
to  get  square  with  Cotton  row  and  the  kid-glove  element. 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  this  as  being  irrelevant  and  illegal.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Wkight.)  Something  has  been  said  about  quite  a  number  of  21-yenr- 
old  negroes,  and  perhaps  whites,  who  registered,  as  possibly  being  excessive.  1  will 
ask  you  to  state  what  you  know  in  reference  to  that  subject. — A.  In  the  tirst  pla*re, 
Mr.  Watson's  notice  states  the  number  as  2, 000,  I  think.  The  investigators,  as  I 
nnderstand  they  are  designated,  devoted  their  time  solely  to  those  who  registered  as 
being  but  21  and  22  years  of  age,  and  of  those  there  were  but  nine  hundred  and 
some  odd  filed  with  us,  instead  of  2,000.  That  comprises  the  entire  list  of  challenges, 
as  I  recollect. 

Q.  Of  those  brought  up  before  you  charged  with  being  either  under  or  over  21,  state 
whether  or  not  their  appearances  gave  such  indication. — A.  Both  myself  and  Dr. 
Mclunes,  as  well  as  Mr.  Hargraves,  observed  the  diff'erent  people  that  came  before 
us  with  a  view  of  noticing  how  much  truth  there  was  in  that  charge,  and  out  of  the 
entire  lot  there  was  but  one  that  we  thought  was  under  21  years,  so  far  as  the  appeal^ 
ances  indicated,  and  we  subjected  him  to  a  very  rigid  examination  and  he  swore  to 
the  time  of  his  birth.  He  gave  the  year  and  time  of  his  birth — whether  spring,  sum- 
mer, fall,  or  winter,  I  don't  recall — and  he  swore  that  he  was  21  years  of  age  and 
testified  the  number  of  years  he  had  been  working  for  some  certain  citizen  here, 
whom  I  do  not  recall.  He  was  very  youthful  looking.  We  could  secure  no  evidence 
to  the  contrary,  and  we  voted  unanimously  to  allow  his  name  to  remain. 

Q.  With  that  exception,  none  other  challenged  yoilr  suspicion? — A.  None  what- 
ever as  being  under  age.  There  were  two  or  three  out  of  the  several  hundred  negroes 
that  came  before  us  that  looked  to  us  as  being  a  little  over  age,  but  of  course  we 
conld  not  act  upon  our  suspicions,  and  in  one  instance  the  voter's  employer  swore 
that  he  was  but  21  years  of  age. 

Q.  On  another  line,  covering  the  same  subject,  something  has  been  said  about  the 
proportion  of  21-year-olds  being  large  or  excessive.  Can  yon  state  any  reason  going 
to  explain  or  illustrate  why  there  should  be  a  large  proportion  of  21-year-ola  men 
registered  in  this  special  election? — A.  Of  course^  the  proportion  of  21-year-old 
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nefn^>e0  is  large  compared  with  the  nnmber  of  negroes  registered,  but  the  explana- 
tion of  that  is  this:  loa  can  cot  calculate  the  proportion  as  in  comparison  with  the 
nainb^r  registered,  but  with  the  nnmber  of  negro  polls,  for  the  reason  that  the  policy 
of  both  parties  is  to  seek  those  for  which  less  taxes  have  to  be  paid. 

Q.  Ton  say  both  parties? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Then  there  is  this:  It  is  well  known  to 
«Ter5  person  familiar  at  all  with  negro  character  and  the  relation  that  class  of 
people  bears  to  the  town  that  the  first  thing  they  do  when  they  get  from  under  the 
control  of  their  parents  is  to  gravitate  to  the  city.  Their  anxiety  to  vote  is  always 
trell  understood. 

Q.  Is  it  or  not  true  that  a  remarkably  large  number  of  the  colored  youth  do 
)tnvitat«  to  this  city,  whatever  the  reasons  may  be  tbereforf 

'.Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  leading.) 

Witness.  I  have  stated  that  it  was. 

(^.  Can  yon  state  what  some  of  the  attractions  are  that  bring  them  to  the  city  out- 
side of  those  you  have  named  f — A.  It  is  more  easy  to  obtain  employment  and  there 
is  iN'tter  remuneration  in  the  city.  They  are  almost  exclusively  employed  at  the 
rh<>uiical  works,  the  brickyards;  the  railroads  employ  large  numbers  of  them  in 
iL**ir\aru(i;  they  aire  employ- ed  as  porters;  a  large  number  of  them  come  here  to 
leArn  mechanics,  and  do  become  mechanics. 

<^  Is  it  not  true  that  the  school  facilities  attract  a  great  many,  and  who  remain 
vlicn  they  get  heref — A.  Of  course;  the  school  facilitioH  in  thih  county  are  very  good 
in<leetl.  and  particularly  for  the  negroes;  they  have  nine  months  in  the  year,  and 
slsii  a  high  school. 

(4'  It  has  been  stated  that  the  negroes  in  this  county  were  practically  unauimons 
for  Mr.  Black  Will  you  state  what  your  knowledge  is  with  reference  to  that  ques- 
T ion,  and  whyf — A.  Ail  the  better  class  of  negroes  support  Mu^jor  Black.  Major 
iihiok  is  a  Vfry  prominent  uienibKr  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  has  always  been  an 
sd\ urate  ut*  the  education  of  the  ue^ro,  a  fact  that  has  been  very  much  appreciated 
by  tlie  better  element  of  negroes  and  which  has  been  handed  down  to  the  rest  of  the 
ij*'.;r«N»;  und  then  it  is  the  natural  disposition  of  the  negro  to  vote  with  the  better 
element  of  white  people.     That  is  my  opiiiion  of  the  negroes  voting  in  that  respect. 

^.  What,  if  any,  were  the  feelingM  of  the  Kepublicans  here  in  reference  to  Mr. 
\VaiM>u.  growing  out  of  anything  that  you  may  know  that  influenced  tbemf — A. 
They  were  jui«t  as  strenuously  assailed  by  the  Populists  ns  were  the  Deu'ocrats,  and 
tlist  contributed  toward  the  unanimity  with  which  they  supported  Major  Black,  I 
think.  I  think»  too,  that  Mr.  W^atson's  attack  on  Booker  Washington's  speech  at  the 
AflauCa  Kx.position  helped  the  Democrats  materially  in  securing  tlie  colored  vote.  I 
know  thai  the  next  morning  after  he  spoke  here  I  heard  some  of  the  negroes  talking 

llM)Ut  it. 

(^.  What  was  said  about  a  Uepublican  making  the  opening  oration  at  the  Atlanta 
Exi»oMitionf— A.  I  do  not  recollect  bis  language,  but  the  dominant  element  of  whites 
were  scored  for  allowing  a  Kepubiican  to  make  an  address  in  a  Democratic  State. 

V.  Did  yon  hear  Mr.  Watson  in  his  speech  heref — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  deprecated  it  and 
Msailed  it. 

^.  Did  the  Kepubiican  party  have  a  candidate  for  Congress  from  this  district  at 
that  timef — A.  They  did  not.  I  think  you  can  safely  say  that  the  Kepublicans  have 
aiwavs  acted  with  the  Democrats  where  thev  had  no  candidate  of  their  own  in  the 
neUl,  as  against  the  Populists  here.  I  know  some  Kepublicans  in  the  employment 
of  the  city  heie  who  voted  for  Major  Black. 

(^.  What  is  the  national  ]>olitics  of  the  colored  people  here,  as  a  rule? — A.  They 
ire  Kepublicans;  tlie  colored  Democrat  is  exceptional. 

(^.  liow  about  the  negro  Populists f — A.  There  is  a  man  named  Walton  here  that 
19  s  Popalist. 

^.  Are  they  not  very  raref — A.  That  is  about  the  only  one  that  I  know.  He  is  a 
firebrand. 

Q.  1  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  it  is  not  true  that  the  assaults  or  attacks  made 
itrfore  the  registrars  was  chiefly  against  the  Kepubiican  voters? — A.  Entirely;  they 
oever  challenged  a  white  Democratic  voter;  there  were  white  Democratic  voters 
challenged,  but  we  challenged  them  ourselves;  every  white  voter  challenged  was 
broui(ht  in  by  the  registrars;  some  few  challenges  were  filed  to  white  men  by  the 
]>«aiocrats.  There  were  a  great  many  white  Populist  voters  on  the  registration  list 
who  pay  no  taxes  and  who  do  not  constitute  any  i)art  of  the  polls  of  this  county, 
•ofsr  as  they  appear  by  the  books,  and  a  large  number  of  them  were  before  the  reg- 
i'*trar!«,  and  they  sustained  their  registration  by  swearing  that  they  did  not  live  in 
the  State,  and  had  just  been  here  long  enough  to  register,  from  Langley,  or  Granite- 
Tille,  or  Greenville,  or  some  place. 

Q.  That  is  characteristic  of  that  population? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  not  factories  just  across  the  river,  you  might  say? — A.  Only  a  few 
miles.  It  these  parties  get  in  a  little  scrape  before  the  recorder  they  go  right 
over  and  work  there  awhile  and  then  come  back.     Uf  course  that  applies  to  thoss 
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who  are  in  the  most  menial  positions  in  the  factories;  they  are  constantly  ranoing 
from  one  factory  to  another.  None  of  those  mills  ever  start  np  two  succeesive  days 
with  the  same  set  of  hands. 

Cross-examined  by  B.  M.  Gross^  Esq. : 

Q.  Yon  say  you  began  to  investigate  aboat  fifteen  days  before  the  day  of  the  elec- 
tion f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  law  allows  you  tweuty  days? — A.  You  are  mistaken  about  that.  The  law 
allows  twenty  days  in  which  the  list  of  registered  voter  is  to  be  taken  from  the  voten' 
books  by  the  tax  collector  and  also  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  board 
of  registrars. 

Q.  And  for  investigating  such  questions,  etc.,  as  come  before  them? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
the  list  closes  twenty  days  before  the  election,  and  just  as  soon  thereafter  as  the  tax 
collector  can  make  out  the  list  of  voters  from  the  voters'  books  it  is  turned  over  to 
the  registrars.  Each  individual  voter  subscribes  to  a  separate  oath  in  the  voters' 
book.  The  law  requires  the  tax  collector  to  take  each  of  these  oaths  and  convert 
them  into  a  voters'  list  arranged  in  alphabetical  form;  and  that,  and  the  dnty  of  the 
registrars,  mnst  be  performed  within  twenty  days. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  began  your  work  about  fifteen  days  before  the  elec- 
tion f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  closed  your  investigations  of  the  nualiti cations  of  parties  who  had 
registered,  you  stated,  about  five  days  l»efore  the  election  f — A.  Four  or  five  days. 

Q.  So  that  you  had  in  all  ten  or  twelve,  not  exeeedini^  twelve,  days  in  which  to 
investigate  this  list  on  which  you  found  7,397  qualified  voters.  How  many  names 
were  on  that  voters'  book  as  turned  over  t«>  the  rej^istrarsf — A.  I  do  not  know;  1 
never  counted  them.  We  went  over  the  list,  and  each  page  contained  32  names; 
and  we  then  counted  the  number  of  pages,  and  by  multiplying  the  32  by  the  number 
of  pages  we  an  ived  at  the  correct  result,  making  allowance  for  the  last  pages,  which 
we  would  count  again,  for  the  reaAon  that  they  were  not  always  full  pages. 

Q.  What  1  want  to  know  is  the  number  of  names  on  the  lir*t  handed  you  by  the 
tax  collector. — A.  There  were  less  than  150  names  st rickcn  from  the  entire  list.  They 
were  mostly  negro  voters;  indeed,  almost  entirely. 

Q.  With  a  list  of  7,397  which  were  passed  as  qualified  votes  and  the  number  of 
120  or  130  which  were  stricken  by  the  registrars,  the  total  list  on  the  voters'  boots 
would  not  amount  to  over  7,525  or  7,550 f — A.  In  that  neighborhood. 

Q.  So  that  within  the  twelve  days  which  the  board  devoted  to  investigating  chal- 
lenges you  investigated  something  like  120  names f — A.  Oh,  no;  we  tried  within  a 
small  fraction  of  600  cases,  and  out  of  that  number  the  number  of  names  stated, 
with  the  exception  of  those  names  that  were  stricken  as  appearing  to  have  been  dis- 
oualified  by  reason  of  the  nonpayment  of  taxes,  which  was  disclosed  by  the  list  of 
aisqualified  voters. 

Q.  So  that  you  struck  about  25  per  cent  of  the  cases  that  you  investigated?— 
A.  No;  when  1  say  600  cases  I  have  no  reference  at  all  to  the  cases,  with  few  excep- 
tions, that  were  struck  for  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  as  appeared  fioui  the  record. 
They  were  outside  of  the  cases  which  we  struck  for  nonpayment  of  taxes. 

Q.  Of  the  6^0  cases  that  you  investigated  you  struck  about  25  per  cent? — A.  I 
have  stated  the  facts  and  figures  that  will  warrant  a  correct  conclusion. 

Q.  About  what  number  appeared  stricken  for  the  nonpayu'eut  of  taxes? — A.  All 
of  them  were  included  in  the  amount  stated  as  having  been  stricken. 

Q.  Of  the  ap})roxin]ate  number  of  125  stricken  there  were  included  defaulting 
taxpayers  as  well  as  parties  disqualified  for  other  reasons? — A.  That  is  true. 

Q.  ilow  many  names  were  on  the  li»t  of  disqualified  voters  furnished  you  :is 
defaulting  taxpayers,  which  list  is  prepared  on  .Inly  1  by  the  ordinary,  the  tax  col- 
lector, and  the  clerk  of  court? — A.  I  do  not  know;  I  never  conuted  them.  We  had 
quite  sufficient  to  do  besides  that.  I  never  counted  it,  nor  did  Dr.  Mclnnes  or  Mr. 
Hargraves  There  was  on  the  list  of  tax  defaulters,  which  includes  those  disqujili- 
fied  for  insanity,  crime,  and  nonpayment  of  taxes — there  appeared  some  2,500  or 
3,000  who  had  paid  their  taxes  since  it  was  made  out.  Until  the  rejristrati(m  got 
too  warm  the  tax  collector  would  mark  the  party  paid  on  the  disqualified  list,  and 
his  information  to  me  was,  I  think,  that  2,500  had  paid,  or  some  such  number.  So 
that  the  real  list  of  disqualified  voters  would  be  that  much  less  as  appeared  by  cor- 
rection. 

Q.  Therefore,  the  total  number  stricken  from  all  causes  was  between  125  and  150?— 
A.  In  that  neighborhood. 

Q.  The  board  of  registrars  did  not  have  time  within  which  to  complete  fully  their 
investigations? — A.  The  only  way  I  can  answer  that  is  this :  That  the  last  two  honre 
of  the  last  day  we  devoted  to  the  investigation  there  was  nothing  to  do,  but  up  to  tbe 
last  two  hours  they  were  as  thick  as  crows  in  a  cornfield.  The  hall  was  literallv 
Jammed.  They  would  be  brought  in  in  batches  of  five  and  sworn  at  once,  and  each 
qualification  inquired  of  separately. 
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Q.  Yoa  stated  that  some  of  the  parties  suiumoned  as  saspects  did  not  appear. 
What  became  of  that  class  of  would-be  voters!— A.  Where  there  was  no  evufeuce 
produced  to  show  that  they  were  disqualiHed  they  were  allowed  to  remain  on  the 
ti^t.  The  resistration  law  required  that  where  a  person's  naooie  was  challenged  as 
dis(]aalified  uiat  he  should  he  first  summoned  and  ^iven  a  day's  notice  before  evidence 
lould  be  beard,  and  that  rule  was  strictly  complied  with.  They  were  investigated 
whether  they  appeared  or  not,  and  if  there  was  any  evidence  to  disclose  their  dis- 
qualification they  were  stricken ;  and  if  there  was  no  evidence  at  all,  as  was  the 
case  in  many  cases,  they  were  allowed  to  remain,  the  burden  of  proof  being  upon 
the  person  challenging. 

Q.  But,  as  »  mutter  of  fact,  yon  stated  in  your  direct  examinntinn  that  you  ceased 
the  investigation  for  the  purpose  of  making' up  your  lists,  and  that  some  of  the  par- 
ties samuioned  had  not  appeared. — A.  That  is  true.  They  did  not  aj^penr;  neither 
did  the  challengers  appear  to  testify  against  them. 

Q.  So  t  at  you  were  unable,  for  the  want  of  time  and  for  the  want  of  evidence 
being  on  hand,  to  fully  investigate  the  list? — A.  I  don't  know  that  it  was  for  the 
want  of  evidence  being  on  hand,  it  was  for  the  want  of  evidence  appearing.  We 
^ve  the  challengers  to  understand  that  at  any  time  before  the  completion  of  the 
voters'  list  that  they  would  be  heard  it  they  had  a  case  of  any  merit.  And  some  few 
cases  of  disqualifications  were  heard  even  after  that.  They  were  some  that  arose  out 
of  our  own  effort. 

i^.  We  had  testimony  yesterday  which  indicat4,'d  that  persons  would  register  from 
impossible  numbers,  and  from  numbers  which  if  followed  out  by  a  competent  person 
would  locate  the  residence  in  the  cemetery,  or  in  the  park,  or  in  the  churchyards,  or 
in  places  of  that  kind.  Do  you  recall  any  such  occurrences  as  that? — A.  Not  as  you 
state  it.  I  recall  il.at  our  attention  was  called  by  Judge  Eve,  who  has  the  niauage- 
mentof  the  machinery  for  elections  l)eri%  to  some  names  as  residing  in  places  that 
were  impossible,  there  being  no  residence  there. 

Q.  And  which  would  locate  the  parties  in  the  cemetery? — A.  I  don't  recall  where 
It  would  ]o<*ate  them,  except  one  place.  I  recall  some  man  registered  as  living  at 
Nos.  1, 2, 3,  4, 5,  or  6  Center  street,  and  there  being  no  such  numbers  in  the  ]>lace  where 
thotse  numbers  shouhl  have  been,  we  struck  him.  We  afterwards  found  that  while 
Aonie  of  the  buildings  were  not  properly  numbered,  that  Mr.  Thompson  had  some 
bnihiings  out  there  near  his  place  bearing  those  numbers. 

C^.  Von  don't  recall  whether  you  struck  any  of  the  parties  stated  by  .Judge  Eve  as 
Uvin/f  lu  the  cemetery? — A.  I  think  we  struck  some  on  Center  street  and  some  on 
Kxposition  avenue.  We  did  that,  too,  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the  people 
oat  there  called  the  main  street  in  front  of  the  Exposition  buildings  Exposition 
svenne,  when  it  is  not  Exposition  avenue. 

if.  Yon  simply  do  not  recall  that  fact  as  t^)  parties  being  located  in  the  cemetery? — 
A.  Xo,  sir;  we  struck  some  parties  for  registering  from  Nos.  1,  2,  8. 4, 5,  or  6  Center 
street,  and  those  numbers  could  not  be  found  in  the  block  where  they  should  have 
been;  bnt  it  was  subsequently  shown  that  there  were  houses  numbered  1,2,3,4,5, 
and  6.  bnt  it  was  a  private  numl)er.  But  we  did  not  get  the  voters  before  us,  and 
we  allowed  the  striking  of  their  names  to  stand. 

i^.  Do  you  recollect  whether  or  not  Judge  Eve  was  sworn  when  he  testified  as  to 
those  facts? — A.  I  don't  think  he  was.     He  came  in  one  afternoon  when  we  had  been 
investigating  a  number  of  parties  and  asked  me  to  give  him  a  clerk  to  investigate 
for  himself,  which  1  did ;  and  he  brought  nie  those  names  and  stated  in  his  place  that 
they  were  impossible  numbers,  and  asked  that  they  be  struck,  and  we  struck  them. 
Q.  You  stated  in  your  direct  examination  that  there  were  a  lot  of  challenges  filed 
by  parties,  as  representatives  of  the  Populists  and  of  the  A.  P.  A.'s.     How  do  you 
know  these  gentlemen  represented  the  Populist  party — of  your  own  knowledge  ? — 
A.  Mr.  Denning  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  there,  and  acted  in  the  presentation  of 
th«  challenges ;  so  was  Dr.  Potts ;  so  was  Mr.  Bowles ;  so  was  Mr.  Thompson.    I  don't 
know  about  Mr.  Thompson,  bnt  Mr.  Bowles  is  an  avowed  A.  P.  A.,  and  I  have  seen 
Mr.  Denning  come  out  of  an  A.  P.  A.  meeting,  and  I  know  that  the  A.  P.  A.'s  and 
the  Populists  were  acting  together. 
Q.  Mr.  'E*hompson  is  a  Democrat,  is  he  not? — A.  I  don't  know. 
^.  Is  he  not  so  regarded  ? — A.  8ome  so  regard  him,  and  some  do  not. 
Q.  Does  he  not  affiliate  with  your  party  and  vote  with  it? — A.  He  used  to. 
Q.  So  far  as  you  know  there  has  been  no  change  in  his  politics? — A.  Of  my  own 
knowledge,  no.     He  was  pnblicly  reputed  to  be  operating  with  the  A.  P.  A.'s,  and 
they,  throngh  their  regularly  constituted  organ,  are  opposing  the  Democratic  party. 
Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  A.  P.  A.'s  vote  with  the  Democratic  party? — A.  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  to  the  contrary? — A.  I  know  some  of  them  do  not.  I  know 
that  Mr.  Dunbar  did  not ;  I  saw  him  vote.  The  great  mass  of  the  A.  P.  A.'s  belonged, 
before  the  organization  of  the  A.  P.  A.  here,  to  the  Populist  party,  and  consisted 
almost  entirety  of  the  factory  operatives  living  in  the  F'ourth  and  Fifth  wards.  The 
A.  P.  A.'8  with  whom  I  am  familiar  in  the  Fifth  Ward  do  not. 
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Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  A.  P.  A.'a  oppose  the  Democratic  party  f— 
A.  i  am  prepared  to  say  that  all  I  saw  aud  kuow  of  do  oppose  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  You  are  uot  prepared  to  say  that  some  of  them  do  not  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket? — A.  Oh,  no.  1  have  understood  that  those  of  them  who  are  aspiring  for 
office  here  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  aud  some  voted  with  the  Populists.  There 
are  some  tew  that  are  aApiring  to  office. 

Q.  A  good  deal  of  this  testimony  is  yonr  understanding  from  public  rumors?— A. 
Id  my  stateuients  where  1  say  it  is  my  understanding. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whetlier  these  gentleuien  at  the  registering  officer's  office  were 
there  as  members  sent  by  the  party  or  uot — you  simply  kuow  that  according  to  your 
understanding  they  belonged  to  certain  parties  f — A.  1  sm  acqnainte<l  with  the  tact 
that  1  stated  just  as  1  would  if  I  were  asked  if  I  knew  you  by  the  complexion  of 
your  face.  1  know  that  they  cooperated  with  the  Populist  party  because  they 
w^ere  in  counsel  with  the  Populist  party.     1  know  that  tact  of  Mr.  Thompson. 

Q.  You  dou't  kuow  whether  they  were  sent  there  as  representatives  of  the  party!— 
A.  I  kuow  that  thev  were  with  no  men  whose  loyalty  to  the  Democratic  party  wai 
not  questioned.  They  may  have  driven  down  in  a*^  hack,  or  have  walked.  They 
came  there,  and  were  with  the  Populists. 

Q.  Yon  presumed  they  did  represent  those  parties,  and  do  not  kuow  itf — A.  That 
is  universally  accepted.  I  don't  kuow  that  there  are  negro^^s  in  Africa,  because  1  have 
never  been  there — but  I  believe  it. 

Q.  When  the  cause  of  challeuge  was  attached  to  these  lists  furnished  to  the  regis- 
trars, you  put  upon  the  investigators  the  burden  of  haviug  the  witnesses  summoned, 
bringing  them  before  the  board  of  re^^istrars,  and  having  them  sworn  f — A.  No,  sir; 
we  could  have  done  that.  The  caliber  of  the  men  whose  names  appeared  to  these 
affidavits  were  such  that  we  did  not  give  them  credit  for  haviug  the  intelligence  for 
doing  it  that  way,  aud  we  did  it  ourselves  for  them.  In  those  instances  wiiems 
suspicion  of  imjiropriety  in  a  registration  was  ap))arent,  we  turned  it  over  to  Mr. 
Hargraves  to  do,  and  gave  him  our  iissistance  and  oooperateil  with  him  in  the 
investigation. 

Q.  You  say  you  were  determine<l  that  you  ne«*d  not  have  considered  any  other 
testimony  than  that  furnished  you  by  the  investigators f — A.  I  said  1  knew  we  ue*d 
not  have  done  so:  that  the  law  did  not  require  us  to  do  that;  that  when  a  name  was 
challenged,  it  was  inciimbeuc  upou  the  person  cbaliengin*;  to  prove  the  truth  of 
that  challenge.  But,  as  I  stated  before,  we  reeognizrd  tliat  the  movement  had  no 
intelligent  direction,  and  that  we  would  not  reach  the  truth  of  those  cases  unless 
we  gave  our  own  attention  to  them.  We  utilized  that  information  as  far  as  we 
could  in  making  the  investigation  uu)re  thorough  than  would  result  from  the  chal- 
lenges tiled  with  us.  All  thi*  evidence  they  gave  us  was  this  alhdavit,  aud  they  left 
it  with  us  to  act  on  this  affidavit. 

Q.  They  did  give  yon  a  clew? — A.  lu  some  instances  we  found  from  those  reports 
the  names  of  people  alleging  to  have  information  of  names  illegally  registered,  and 
we  had  those  people  before  ua. 

Q.  You  said  that  your  action  in  that  matter  was  ]>redicated  upon  the  wishes  or  in 
deference  to  tiie  wishes  of  Major  Black  and  other  gentlemen  who  were  advisers  or 
prominent  Democratsf — A.  You  entirely  misunderstood  lue,  if  you  so  construed  my 
statement.  1  said  that  we  made  those  investigations  rigid  because  it  was  our  duty 
to  do  it,  and,  as  a  detail,  stat(;d  that  we  were  urged  to  do  it  in  deference  to  the  wishes 
of  Major  Black  and  the  public  generally. 

Q.  You  say  that  when  one  of  those  witnesses  appeared  upon  the  stand  he  said, 
"You  have  <loue  up  Mnrphey,  but  you  can't  do  me  up."  Then,  the  feeling  there  was 
that  you  opposed  anything  like  an  active  investigation,  was  it  notf — A.  1  »ni  not 
responsible  for  your  suppositious,  nor  do  1  kuow  what  Mr.  White's  feelin;:*  were. 
Mr.  M  urphey  was  treatetl  with  the  utuiost  courtesy,  aud  his  challenges  were  given  the 
very  closest  scrutiny  and  attention.  He  had  wriiten  us  a  letter  in  which  he  made 
some  very  patriotic  stut'cments.  He  is  a  man  whom  I  have  known  for  years,  and  at 
the  result  of  whose  invostijjation  1  was  surprised.  Every  courtesy  wa.s  shown  him, 
and  he  simply  tailed  iitter]\  to  disclose  a  siugle  detail  of  irre;;ularity  in  a  single 
name,  and  withdrew  his  challeuges. 

Q.  Then  I  understand  that  you  were  prepared  and  ready  and  anxious  to  facilitate 
by  every  means  within  your  jiower  a  full  investigation  of  those  suspected  pariiesf— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  absolutely. 

Q.  You  say  tht^  character  of  those  memorandums  did  excite  levity  on  your  part!— 
A.  No,  sir;  1  did  not  say  that.  I  said  that  when  the  evidence  of  some  of  those  old 
colore<l  women  was  introduced,  whose  names  appeared  as  giving  information  of  the 
illegal  registration  of  ])arties,  that  they  had  l>eeu  applied  to,  as  stati^d  in  the  cause  of 
challenge,  and  inquired  of  whether  i  he  person  lived  there — seeing  those  in vcstigft- 
tors  with  a  pencil  and  a  piece  of  p;iper,  th«  y,  sus]>ecting  them  of  being  collectors, 
and  iu  some  instances  of  being  olhcers.  gave  them  the  wrong  information,  I  did  say 
that  1  was  very  much  amused. 
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i^.  Did  uot  the  memurandiiuiH  themselveH,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  excite  your  levity, 
eonpled  with  the  appearance  of  these  wifnensesf — A.  Ab  a  matter  of  fact,  theue  wit- 
neatieo  and  their  luemorandmus  excited  my  pity  more  than  my  levity.  It  was  pitia- 
liW  to  nee  those  men  broa;;ht  there  to  testify  to  something  they  knew  nothing  about, 
and  I  gave  iheiu  assistance. 

Q.  ^ou  iii:i(lf  111  attempt  to  shnt  off  this  investigation f — A.  None  whatever. 
When  they  did  ui>t  havr  tlie  iufoimatioii,  ami  looked  vm  though  the^'  could  secure  it 
&u<i  wiinld  try  and  secure  it,  we  would  It-ave  the  cane  open  for  them  for  subsequent 
iDve«tigatiuu.  In  the  case  of  this  man  Tliacker,  the  boy  testified  that  he  w  as  of  age; 
but  when  he  aftiTwards  brought  us  an  athdavit  Jrom  his  father  that  he  was  not  of 
a^t*.  we  struck  him. 

<^.  You  say  that  sometimes  a  name  was  not  on  the  registry  list  at  allf — A.  In 
nameroua  iust;iiices. 

Q.  Von  say  that  some  of  the  parties  who  filed  challenges  did  not  appear.  Will  yon 
name  one  or  more  of  those  parties! — ^A.  I  could  not  do  that.  There  were  over  900 
challent^es. 

i^,  I  am  speaking  of  the  investigators. — A.  No;  I  do  not  believe  that  I  could  name 
mure  than  three  or  four  to  you  at  all.  I  kuow  the  names  of  some  of  those  that  came 
iroQi  having  seen  tlieui,  but  those  who  did  not  come,  and  uot  having  seen  them,  of 
course  made  no  impression  upon  my  memory. 

(^.  Vou  said  you  would  swear  and  question  about  four  at  a  tiroef — A.  That  was  the 
last  day.  The  last  day  of  the  invest! «;at inn  the  crowd  was  very  thick,  and  the  chal- 
If^ngers  had  abandoned  their  challeiiges,  but  we  held  the  parties  challenged  for  our 
own  SHtisfartiniiy  and  put  them  on  the  stand.  They  were  usually  challenged  us  uot 
r^»iding  ut  the  pl:ice  they  had  registered  from,  or  not  having  any  existence,  and  we 
vonhl  put  them  up  and  swear  se\  eral  of  them  together,  and  interrogate  them  sepa- 
rately. 

i^.  Yon  stated  that  Mr.  Murphey  withdrew  his  challenges? — A.  Absolutely,  in  the 
presence  of  a  whole  room  full  of  ]»eople.  Judge  Kve  wns  there,  Henry  Hunimond 
wa.«  there,  0»well  Eve  wjis  there,  Bryan  Lawrence  was  there,  Joe  Campbell  was 
th«  re,  ami  also  Dr.  Potts. 

7.  Wa.'i  that  withdrawal  of  his  list  the  re.sult  of  failure  on  his  jiart  to  offer  testi- 
mony, or  was  it  caused  by  the  npparent  oppositinu  which  the  i)onrd  of  registrars  hud 
to  the  full  investigatiou  of  his  listsf — A.  You  are  stating  tlie  question  unfairly:  you 
9€)eni  to  assume  that  there  whs  unfuirness.  X  will  say  to  yon,  as  I  have  stated  betbre, 
thf  UKwt  studied  courtesy  was  shown  Mr.  Murpiiey.  Ue  linully  stated,  after  it  was 
dis<'loAed  that  notwithstandiug  his  nffidavit  that  he  liad  pei'KOiially  iuvestignted 
tb<»se  names,  triat  all  of  the  information  thnt  appeared  was  due  to  what  was  told 
bim  by  others,  and  he  was  then  asked  the  question,  *'l)o  you  know  anything  of  this 
of  your  own  knowlrd^e  f "  and  he  replied  that  he  did  not;  aud  I  »*aid.  "Dojou 
dcMie  to  continue  further  the  investigatUm  ?"  and  be  sjiid,  '*>'«»;  he  would  with- 
draw the  challenges.''  They  were  marked  **  \Vi  th<li  awn ''  by  the  clerk,  and  I  remem- 
ber that  an  order  was  drawn  up  in  which  that  fact  was  cited  and  the  order  was  signed 
by  the  Populist  registrar. 

^.  I  believe  you  stated  that  yon  ke]>t  a  very  inditlerent  record  of  your  jiroceed- 
iucHf — A.  There  were  so  many  of  them  that  we  coubl  uot  do  anything  else ;  we  simply 
did  the  best  we  could. 
<^  Has  that  record  ever  been  returned  to  the  ordinary  f — A.  No,  sir:   I  have  it. 
^].  What  became  of  tlie  list  of  disqualitied  voters  furnished  you? — A.  It  is  in  my 
po-i»eH8ion. 

(^.  It  has  not  been  returned  to  the  ordinary  f — A.  The  law  requires  that  that  sball 
be  in  the  poMsession  of  the  board  of  re^intrars.  And  I  want  to  add  that  a  copy  of  all 
th**  voters'  lists,  properly  rertitied  to.  for  all  the  electiouM  that  have  occurred  since 
the  foniiation  of  the  btiard  of  registrars  have  been  filed  with  the  ordinary  as  re- 
<|nired  by  the  law, 

Q.  Yon  spoke  of  a  negro  desiring  tf)  testify  that  Murphey  had  ask(*d  him  to  be 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  the  list  as  presented  by  Murjihey,  the  par- 
ties thereon  did  not  live  where  they  claimed  to  live.  Was  the  negro  sworn  by  the 
Imsrd? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  x>ie8euce  of  Mr.  Murphey.  And  he  swore  that  Mr.  Mur- 
pbey  sought  to  pay  him  to  swear  that  the  names  on  the  list  fileil  by  him  were  not  21 
Tf-irg  of  age. 

Q.  I>id  the  negro  admit  that  Murphey  simxily  »»ffered  to  pay  bim  for  his  day's  work 
for  the  pnrpow*  of  investigating  the  residence  of  tliose  parties? —A.  He  said  that  Mr. 
Mnrpbey  offered  to  pay  him  to  testify  that  the  names  on  the  list  he  filed  with  the 
rtgihtrars  were  not  21  years  of  age.  Mr,  Murphey  explained  that  he  only  oflered  to 
pay  bim  for  his  day's  work. 

Q.  Did  the  negro  admit  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Murphey's  statement?— A,  He  did 
not.  Mr.  Murphey  acknowledged  that  he  approached  him  and  offered  to  pay  him  for 
bi«(biy's  work.  I  asked  the  negro  if  he  was  at  work  that  day,  and  he  said  he  was 
not. 
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Q.  Yoa  stated  in  your  direct  examination  that  all  of  these  parties,  aftor  some 
investigation,  withdrew  their  challenges f— A.  All  of  those  that  appeared  and 
testitied.  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Layton  hung  out  longer  than  any  of  them.  As  I  stated 
to  you,  there  were  so  many  names  not  on  the  registry  list  filed  on  tlieir  list  that 
Mr.  White,  who  seemed  to  be  the  spokesman  of  the  two,  finally  became  confused  and 
said  that  Mr.  Sam  Potts  had  attached  a  fictitious  list  to  his  affidavit. 

Q.  You  say  you  investigated  carefully  the  names  of  certain  of  th<»se  invei)tigat4>n 
who  were  there  trying  to  disqualify  other  people? — A.  The  disqualification  of  two  of 
them  appeared,  and  upon  being  subptpuaed  before  the  board  of  re.<]:istrarR.  they  finally 
confessed  that  they  had  not  paid  their  taxes;  and  in  one  instanct*,  I  think,  a  tax  fi. 
fa.  had  been  levied. 

A(yourned  until  Friday,  January  17,  1896. 

FlJlDAY,  January  17,  1S90. 
Present  for  contestant,  J.  T.  West,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

P.  J.  SULLIVAN,  for  the  contestee  (continuing) : 

By  Mr.  Wkst  : 

Q.  Judge  Eve  testified  in  his  examination,  and  I  believe  you  have  done  so  Uh), 
practically,  that  the  A.  P.  A.'s  were  mainly  Populists  before  the  organization  of  the 
A.  P.  A.f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  there  whs  a  great  deal  of  feeling  between  the  A.  P.  A.'s  and  the 
Catholics,  one  or  the  tenets,  it  appears,  of  that  organ i/.ati(m  beiu;;  opposition  to 
Catholics,  as  I  understand  from  some  uf  the  witnesses.  That  had  a  natural  tendency 
to  very  much  arouse  the  CatbolicM,  did  it  not,  and  inflame  their  pH8sioti8? — A.  A^s  a 
matter  of  course  it  had  a  tendency  to  make  them  take  an  active  j)art  in  the  defeat  of 
the  Populists,  inasmuch  as  the  candidate  of  that  party  had  accepte  >  the  tenets  or 
principles  or  had  subscribed  to  the  doctrine  of  the  A.  P.  A. 

Q.  Do  yon  refer  to  Mr.  Watson  having  subscribed  to  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  his  having  subscribed  to  the  doctrine  of  the  A.  P.  A. f 
Do  you  mean  that  it  was  understood  by  the  Catholics  and  understood  by  yon  that 
Mr.  Watson  had  subscribed  and  ap])roved  of  the  A.  P.  A.  organization  which  made 
them  opposed  to  Catholics  in  politics  f — A.  Your  qnestiou  being  a  compound  ques- 
tiou  I  ctmld  not  answer  it  '*  Yes"  or  **  No."  The  idea  that  I  mean  to  convey  is  this: 
That  it  was  a  matter  of  public  information  that  the  organization  of  the  A.  P.  A., 
through  its  official  paper  here,  had  submitted  a  list  of  quoMtions  to  both  candidates, 
and  Mr.  Watsou  answered  them  satisfactorily,  or  was  said  to  have  done  so  in  their 
paper. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  list  of  questions? — A.  I  saw  a  copy  of  the  Eagle,  which  is 
their  paper. 

Q.  Giving  those  questions? — A.  I  won't  say  that;  but  in  which  they  stated  that 
Mr.  Watsou  had  approved  of  the  principles  o^  the  A.  P.  A.  I  do  not  commit  myself 
to  the  language;  that  wa«  the  substance  of  what  they  published. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  have  submittt;d  to  you  or  did  yon  not  see  the  list  of  questions 
which  theA.  P.  A.  submitted  to  Major  Hlack? — A.  I  did  not.  I  know  from  his  state- 
ment that  they  did  submit  to  him  a  list  of  questions. 

Q.  And  that  he  declined  to  answer  them  in  any  shape? — A.  I  would  rather  say 
that  he  ignored  them.  I  would  say  that,  because  I  don't  want  it  understood  that 
his  purpose  in  not  answering  them  was  to  leave  them  under  the  impression  that  he 
was  for  them.  His  purpone  in  not  answering  them  was  not  to  leave  them  under  the 
impression  that  he  was  in  favor  of  them  at  all,  but  that  he  simply  ignored  them. 

Q.  Then,  if  I  understand  you  correctly,  you  are  not  prepared  to  say  what  ques- 
tions were  submitted  to  Mr.  Watson  and  to  Major  Black,  nor  what  answers  they 
gave? — A.  I  am  not.  I  am  prepared  only  to  say  that  the  official  organ  of  the  A.  P.  A. 
published  that  Mr.  Watson  approved  of  the  doctrine  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  and  that  there- 
fore they  advised  the  A.  P.  A.*s  to  support  him. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember,  as  I  understand  you,  nor  do  you  hold  yourself  to  the 
exact  language  in  which  the  official  organ  of  that  party  said  that  Mr.  Watson  had 
approved  of  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  the  A.  P.  A.  ? — A.  I  did  intend  and  desire 
to  l)e  understood  as  saying  that  they  did,  in  whatever  language  they  employed,  dis- 
tinctly state  that  Mr.  Watson  did  approve  of  the  doctrines  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  and  if  I 
had  any  doubt  about  that  it  would  have  been  removed,  and  I  would  have  been  sat- 
isfied by  what  I  have  seen  in  his  own  paper,  or  in  the  People's  Party  paper. 

Q.  What  did  yon  see  there? — A.  I  would  not  undertake  to  state  any  one  statement 
that  I  saw,  but  I  saw  several  things  which  he  would  not  have  published  if  he  did 
not  desire  to  be  understood  as  advocating  it. 

Q.  The  A.  P.  A.  organization? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  those  things  in  his  paper? — ^A.  I  refer  to  Mr.  Watson's  paper-' 
the  People's  Party  paper. 

Q.  As  you  state,  then,  you  are  not  prepared  to  give  the  questions  or  even  their 
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fln\>stauce  or  what  was  said,  only  you  fi;ot  a  general  idea  that  he  was  committed 
through  his  paper  ? — A.  Not  a  geuural  idea,  but  a  very  distinct  idea. 

Q.  What  does  that  grow  from? — A.  From  reading  Mr.  Watson's  paper.  If  there 
sre  any  copies  of  his  paper  here,  I  think  that  if  yon  will  take  up  one  of  them  you 
can  find  somethiug  that  will  justify  my  statement. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  cite  me  to  one  now? — A.  I  have  not  read  one  of  them 
for  two  or  three  weeks. 

Q.  Nor  even  to  the  substance  of  the  language  used? — A.  Of  course  I  have  no 
dftinite  recollection  of  the  language  employed,  but  I  have  seen  those  things  in  Mr. 
Watson's  paper,  and  I  don't  suppose  it  is  denied  that  Mr.  W^atson  controls  the  policy 
of  that  paper. 

Q.  1  think  not.  You  say  you  have  no  definite  recollection  of  the  language 
employed? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  not  you  aware  that  these  questions  propounded  by  the  A.  P.  A.,  or  members 
of  that  organization,  whatever  it  was  propounded  to  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Black, 
were  simply  questions  as  to  their  views  upon  public  questions  likely  to  arise  in  their 
legislative  capacity,  and  nut  as  an  indorsement  per  se  of  the  A.  P.  A.  ? — A.  I  do  not 
riKroIIeet  whatanv  of  those  questions  were,  but  I  am  not  drawing  your  line  distinc- 
tions. I  regard  the  public  announcement  of  Mr.  Watson's  approval  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  A.  P.  A.  as  equivalent  to  an  indorHcment  of  that  organization. 

Q.  You  don't  catch  my  pdnt. — A.  I  do  catch  your  point,  and  answered  it  by 
(iaying  I  do  not  recollect  any  of  the  questions  propounded.  I  just  did  not  agree  with 
yoar  distinction. 

(^.  You  are  a  Catholic,  are  you  not? — I  am  not.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
onler.  One-half  of  my  family  were  Catholics  and  the  other  half  Presbyterians.  I 
am  not  a  member  of  any  church. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church? — A.  Y'es, sir;  I  was 
christt'ned  and  reared  in  that  church. 

Q.  Why  is  it  you  are  not  a  member  now? — A.  By  reason  of  my  not  complying 
▼ith  the  rules  and  ordinances  of  the  Church. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  long  since  yon  have  been  a  member? — A.  I  have  not  regarded 
myself  as  a  member  of  the  Church  since  I  was  16  or  17  years  of  a^e. 

il.  Do  you  know  how  long  since  the  formal  severance  occurred? — A.  There  was 
no  formal  severance.  You  either  comply  with  the  doctrines  or  you  don't.  I  did  not, 
snd  hence  1  am  not  regaided  as  a  member  by  reason  of  such  noncompliauco.  Pos- 
sibly it  is  my  misfortune,  but  I  hold  individual  views  in  reference  to  tjucstions  theo- 
lojrical  which  I  would  have  to  surrender  before  I  would  be  recognized  as  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  roll  of  names  showing  who  are  members  of  the  Church,  and  is 
yoaraame  upon  that  roll? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  the  Church  keeps  a  roster  of 
it4  members  or  not.  That  I  am  not  a  member,  whether  on  its  roll  of  names  or  not,  is 
<lne  entirely  to  my  own  acts  and  my  own  condnct.  As  I  have  previously  stated,  I 
bave  entertained  certain  opinions  for  which  the  Church  is  not  at  all  responsible,  but 
by  reason  of  which  I  can  not  be  a  communicant.  In  reference  to  those  points,  the 
Charch  and  myself  are  in  conflict,  and  I  am  certain  it  will  not  accommodate  its 
doctrines  to  my  individual  convictions.  The  truth  of  it  is,  I  have  not  i;ot  religion 
enough  of  any  kind  to  hurt.  I  don't  want  to  be  understood  as  not  believing  in  a 
Supreme  Being;  I  am  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic  believer  in  that. 

Q.  Are  you  not  a  believer  in  the  doctrines  held  by  the  Catholic  Church? — A.  Not 
all  of  them. 

Q.  Well,  mainly? — A.  Y'es,  sir;  I  can  say  that  ofall  other  Christian  churches— that 
I  believe  mainly  in  the  doctrines  of  all  of  them. 

Q.  Yon  state  a  part  of  your  people  are  Catholics  and  a  part  Presbyterians.  You, 
of  conme,  have  a  large  family  of  Catholic  connections? — A.  I  have  no  large  family 
connections  at  all  in  this  country,  and  really  could  not  answer  the  question  as  to 
which  is  the  largest. 

Q.  I  was  asking  if  yon  did  not  have  a  large  family  of  Catholic  connections. — A.  I 
bare  not  here.  I  have  large  family  connections  on  both  sides  of  that  question.  I  have 
larire  family  connections  of  the  worst  blue-nosed  Presbyterians,  and  also  a  large 
family  connection  belonging  to  the  Catholic  Church.  I  have  also  a  large  number  of 
relatives  who,  like  myself,  believe  only,  as  esMcntial  to  salvation,  a  proper  comnliance 
vith  one's  duties  and  obligations  to  his  fellow-man.  I  can  not  understand  wnat  my 
religious  convictions  can  possibly  have  to  do  with  the  issues  involved  in  this  con- 
test, but  snch  as  they  are,  you  are  perfectlv  welcome  to  them. 

Q.  Those  who  are  considered  active  workers  around  the  polls,  and  in  working  up 
the  registration  list  of  the  city  of  Augusta,  are  they  not  largely  made  up  of  Catho- 
lif^t—A.  I  was  away  from  Augusta  during  the  past  summer  m  the  mountains  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina  during  the  period  in  which  the  registration  of  voters 
was  most  active,  and  did  not  return  until  a  few  days  before  the  registration  closed. 
My  understanding  is  that  the  persons  who  attended  to  the  registration  of  the  voters 
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here  were  not  Catbolioe.  My  understanding  is  Mr.  Zack  Keener  had  ciiarge  of  it;  lie 
told  me  80  himself;  he  is  not  a  Catholic. 

Q.  Mr.  Zack  Keener  is  a  brother  to  Mr.  Wm.  £.  Keener,  clerk  of  the  superior  ooart, 
is  he  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  VV.  E.  Keener*8  position  depends  largely  npon  the  support  of  the  Catholics 
of  Kichtuond  County,  does  it  notf — A.  I  do  not  so  regard  it.  I  consider  the  support 
of  the  Catholics  a  factor  in  any  man's  election,  just  as  would  be  the  support  of  any 
other  body  of  men.  I  do  not  want  to  be  understood  by  this  as  asserting  that  the 
Catholics  unanimously  support  any  man  for  otlQce,  but  where  such  is  the  case  I  regard 
it  as  the  good  fortune  of  the  candidate.. 

Q.  Have  they  not  a  more  compact  organization,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the 
A.  P.  A.  f — A.  1  don't  think  they  ever  act  in  a  body.  I  think  they  are  the  most 
thoroughly  divided  people  in  the  city  generally  on  qnestions  of  politics. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  religion  of  Mr.  Edward  Collins,  jailerf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  i.s  it? — A.  He  is  a  Catholic. 

Q.  Is  he  not  a  prominent  worker  in  the  Democratic  ranks  on  election  days?— A. 
He  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  religion  of  Mr.  Dan  Bowles? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  What  is  itf — A.   Irle  is  a  Catholic. 

Q.  Is  he  not  a  prominent  and  active  worker  on  election  days? — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  those 
elections  in  which  he  takes  part.  Mr.  Bowles  is  a  citizen  of  independent  means,  and 
takes  part  only  in  those  elections  wherein  his  friends  are  involved.  He  is  a  reputable 
man  and  a  patriotic  citizen,  and  would  no  doubt  become  active  in  opposition  to  the 
A.  P.  A.  at  any  election  wherein  they  were  active. 

Q.  Do  you' know  the  religion  of  Mr.  Koulette,  the  chief  of  the  fire  department?— 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  IS  It  ? — A.  He  is  a  Catholic ;  I  think  he  is  a  little  indifferent  in  his  observ- 
ance of  reli«;ions  duties,  but  he  is  a  Catholic,  nevertheless. 

Q.  He  is  <iuite  an  active  worker,  is  he  not? — A.  Not  generally;  I  am  not  familiar 
with  just  what  part  Mr.  Koulette  took  in  that  election ;  for  the  last  four  or  nve  years 
he  has  not  taken  a  ver3*  active  interest  m  elections  on  election  days. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  religion  of  Mr.  Jim  Davisf-A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is  this:  the  Catholics  in  Augusta  are  very  influential  in 
elections,  especially  on  election  day,  in  their  work  in  handling  the  voters? — A.  I 
think  the  voters  are  mainly  handled  and  most  efficiently  handled  by  gentlemen  who 
are  not  Catholics  You  have  mentioned  three  who  are  Catholics;  suppose  1  give 
you  a  list  of  those  who  are  not  Catholics. 

Q.  Will  you  also  give  me  a  list  of  those  who  are? — A.  I  think  you  have  named 
those.  Take  the  First  Ward,  for  instance;  you  will  iind  there  most  intelligent  and 
efficient  workers  at  the  polls — Mr.  Nurnberger,  Mr.  Sandy  Cohen,  Mr.  Garrett,  a 
promin«'nt  cotton  factor  here,  a  man  of  large  means.  All  of  those  gentlemen  are 
broad-minded,  liberal,  and  patriotic  citizens,  either  of  whom  would  scorn  to  pro* 
scribe  any  man  on  account  of  his  religious  convictions.  I  am  glad  to  speak  from  my 
knowledge  of  men  generally  in  this  community,  which,  as  is  well  understoml,  is 
quite  i^xtensive,  that  there  is  not  a  single  man  of  position  commanding  respect  for 
either  intelligence,  intellectuality,  or  integrity  that  is  known  bv  repute  as  a  member 
of  the  A.  P.  A.  in  this  city.  In  the  Second  W^ird  you  would  find  Mr.  D'Antignac  and 
Mr.  Henry  \orth.  There  were  five  men  working  in  that  ward,  of  which  one  was  a 
Catholic,  and  one  only.  I  don't  know  who  were  working  in  the  interests  of  the 
Democrats  in  the  Third  Ward  at  the  polls  that  day,  because  I  did  not  visit  it.  At 
the  Fourth  Ward  I  stopped  a  moment,  but  did  not  know  who  was  looking  after  the 
voters  there  except  from  information.  There  was  Mr.  Davis,  Dr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Koberts, 
and  several  others. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Pat  Mulheriu? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Catholic? — A.  Yes,  sir.    • 

Q.  Is  he  not  quite  an  active  worker  at  politics? — A.  I  don't  think  he  is;  the  only 
time  that  I  oversaw  Mr.  Mulheriu  taking  an  active  part  in  politics  was  several  years 
ago,  when  he  was  supporting  Mr.  Lynch,  who  was  out  for  council. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Lynch  the  candidate  of  the  A.  P.  A.  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  the  occa- 
sion 1  speak  of  was  before  Mr.  Lynch  was  connected  with  the  A.  P.  A.,  and  before 
Mulheriu  found  Lynch  out.  That  was  the  last  time  I  saw  Mulheriu  taking  an  active 
interest  in  an  election.  In  the  Fifth  Ward  I  was  present  only  for  a  short  time.  I 
went  there  and  voted,  and  saw  the  Democratic  organization,  which  consiste<l  of  Mr. 

B.  B.  Hardeman,  Mr.  Will  Moore,  Mr.  W.  H.  Lougee,  Mr.  Tob  Bryan,  and  others.  Mr. 
Lougee  is  the  overseer  of  the  carding  department  of  the  Sibley  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. He  is  originally  from  the  State  of  Maine,  and  one  of  the  most  valuable  lieu- 
tenants in  the  immense  corporation  for  which  he  is  now  working.  Mr.  Moore  at  that 
time  was  an  operative  of  the  Sibley  Mills,  receiving  about  $1.25  per  day,  but  a  yonn£ 
man  of  decided  character  and  intelligence.  All  of  these  parties  whom  I  have  nameu 
were  Protestants. 
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Q.  There  were  no  Catholic  workers? — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Thill  wan,  then,  the  general  inipreHMion  that  got  out — that  Mr.  Watson  indorsed 
the  A.  F.A.I  II  nil  its  tenets  and  in  totof — A.  The  general  inipiession  w  us  that  Mr. 
Watson  inUorsetl  tlie  doctrine  of  the  A.  V.  A.  ^ 

Q.  In  toto? — A.  I  don't  know  all  of  their  doctrine,  nnd  therelore  ( an  not  anrtwer  that 
qnestiou.  I  snppose  they  nnked  him  to  indorse  thein  as  fully  as  they  desirfd  to  be 
iiidoraed.    That  was  a  matter  of  pulilic  knowledge. 

Q,  And  came  through  hin  piece  you  saw  published  in  the  paper f— A.  I  was  very 
anxions  to  see  what  position  Tom  would  take  in  that  matter,  Hud  regretted  very  muon 
when  I  noticed  his  letter,  in  which  he  bartered  what  must  have  been  the  convictions 
of  his  magniticeut  intelligence  for  the  few  votes  those  fellows  might  possibly  throw 
in  his  way. 

Q.  That  hfld  the  effect  of  very  mnchnparring  up  the  Catliolic  vcte  against  him,  did 
it  not? — A.  I  think  it  solidified  the  Catholic  vote  ugsiust  him,  as  it  should  have  done. 
I  know  some  Catholics  who  would  have  voted  for  him,  but  who  would  not  vote  for 
him  in  consei^uence  of  that.  Having  accepted  thin  appointment  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  registrars,  I  held  aloof  from  the  election  and  took  no  ]»art  in  the  councils  of 
the  party,  as  I  had  been  accustomed  to  doing  heretofore. 

Q.  Yoii  say  you  took  no  part  in  the  meeting  of  the  gentlemen  who  took  charge  of 
Mr.  Black's  campaign? — A.  I  did  not  attend  a  single  meeting.  I  refused  to  take  an 
active  part  in  either  advising  or  managing  the  canqiaign,  because  of  the  position  I 
held  as  chairman  of  the  county  registrars. 

Q.  After  the  election,  of  course,  in  the  matter  of  this  contest,  yon  have  been  in 
close  touch  with  those  gentlemen? — A.  I  am  always  in  close  touch  with  the  party. 
1  am  not  in  close  touch  with  the  mnnagoment  of  this  case. 

Q.  Did  you  not  assist  in  preparing  the  answer,  or  was  not  the  mechanical  work 
done  in  your  office? — A.  I  assisted  in  preparing  the  answer  to  that  portion  of  Mr. 
Wst«on*s  notice  of  contest  that  had  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  board  of  registrars 
of  this  county  only. 

Q.  Did  you  write  that  part  of  the  answer? — A.  I  dictated  such  information  as  I 
had,  and  furnished  it  to  M^jor*  Black  to  be  used  by  him  in  preparing  his  answer 
according  to  his  own  tastes.    I  have  never  read  his  answer,  so  that  I  don't  know 
whether  he  used  it  verbatim  or  used  it  at  all. 
Q.  Mr.  Hargraves  is  not  a  lawyer,  I  believe? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  not  generally  understood  that  the  Democratic  party  had  a  lawyer  as  a 
rf-presentative  on  the  board,  while  the  Populists  did  not? — A.  I  don't  know  whether 
my  profession  had  anything  to  do  in  influencing  my  appointment  or  not.  I  know 
it  came  to  me  entirely  unsolicited,  and  that  I  accept-ed  it  reluctantly,  and  only  after 
being  urged  to  do  so  in  the  interest  of  the  public  by  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zens. I  would  rather  that  somebody  else  had  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  the 
diitiesof  that  position ;  and,  as  I  stated  before,  I  assumed  them  myself  only  as  I  would 
have  made  any  other  sacrifice  that  I  thought  the  interests  of  good  government 
demanded. 

Q.  Yon  stated  those  gentlemen  prepared  lists  of  names  which  they  wished  to 
attack f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
(^.  And  supported  them  by  evidence? — ^A.  I  don't  say  they  supported  them. 
Q.  Well,  in  a  way,  did  they  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  a  method  they  had  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  registrars  to  persons 
whom  they  conceived  to  be  illegally  registered,  I  believe? — A.  That  is  right. 

Cj.  Did  the  registrars  take  upon  themselves  the  task  of  going  out  and  investigating 
those  names  or  having  witnesses  subpcenaed  to  do  it,  or  did  they  throw  the  burden 
of  that  upon  those  men  who  made  the  attack? — A.  We  subpcenaed  all  the  witnesses 
of  whom  we  acquired  knowledge  as  having  any  information  of  the  question  of  the 
legality  of  any  man's  registration,  and  in  some  instances  the}'  replied  to  the  sub- 
pcenas;  in  others  they  did  not. 

Q.  Yon  mean  by  that  the  men  whose  names  were  attached  as  making  the  charges, 
don't  you? —A.  I  gave  instructions  to  one  of  the  clerks,  and  asked  Mr.  Hargraves  to 
supervise  it,  and  he  said  he  would  do  it,  and  I  presumed,  therefore,  that  subpoenas 
were  issued  for  all  of  those  who  designated  themselves  as  investigators.  I  know  a 
great  many  of  them  responded,  and  I  would  presume  for  that  reason  also  that  they 
were  issued.  Of  course,  I  signed  possibly  800  or  UOO  subpoenas,  but  I  can  not  carry  in 
icy  mind  their  names.  In  fact,  I  signed  every  one  presented  to  me,  without  even 
reading  them. 

Q.  Of  course  those  were  for  the  suspects,  were  they  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir^  in  so  far  as 
the  men  who  were  challenged  by  those  designating  themselves  as  investigators  could 
he  called  ''suspects.''  That  manner  of  designating  persons,  the  legality  of  whose 
registrations  were  challenged,  belongs  entirely  to  you.  ^ 

Q.  There  were  also  a  few  witnesses  among  those? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  few  in 
comparison  to  the  names  challenged. 

Q.  What  is  your  best  estimate  as  to  the  number  of  witnesses  you  had  before  you? — 
A.  I  could  not  tell  yon. 
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Q.  Ab  many  a«  25 f — A.  Oil,  yes;  more  tban  that;  a  great  many  more. 

Q.  Wlien  they  would  come  before  you  and  would  state  they  had  been  in  the  neigh 
borhood  and  had  failed  to  find  a  certain  person,  that  when  they  would  say  they  went 
to  a  certain  house  and  the  per^n  who  lived  there  would  report  that  no  such  person 
lived  at  that  place,  what  action  would  you  take  on  a  case  of  that  kind  ? — A.  U  they 

gave  us  the  name  of  the  person  whom  they  said  made  that  report  to  them,  we  would 
ave  that  person  subpcenaeri. 

Q.  Suppose  they  did  not  give  you  the  namef — A.  We  would  not  strike  a  party 
upon  that  character  of  evidence. 

Q.  You  mean  yon  would  not  send  out  and  get  the  name  of  the  party  who  gave 
the  information? — A.  We  could  not  possibly  do  that;  that  would  have  been  impos- 
sible; it  would  simply  have  destroyed  the  purposes  of  the  board.  We  could  not 
have  followed  the  course  you  suggest  and  have  examined  as  many  as  fifty  cases  dnr- 
ing  the  entire  period  that  we  were  in  session. 

Q.  It  would,  then,  have  been  a  matter  of  impossibility  for  the  board,  of  its  own 
motion,  to  have  examined  more  than  fifty  cases  on  that  linef — A.  If  what  yon  jnesn 
to  ask  me  is  whether  or  not  we  ourselves  sent  out  different  parties  to  investigate 
each  name  reported,  I  say  we  did  not  and  could  not.  Unless  we  adjourned  the 
board  -  ud  did  it  ourselves,  we  had  no  other  means  to  do  it. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  have  the  witnesses subpojnaedf — A.  Yes,  sir;  when  tbe  names 
were  furnished  us  we  did  so,  or  when  we  learned  of  them  through  other  sonrres.  Id 
other  words,  wh  left  nothing  undone  that  occurred  to  either  registrar  essential  to  a 
complete  scrutiuy  of  the  registration  list. 

Q.  So  far  as  the  investigation  was  concerned  of  21-year-olds  alleged  to  be  illegal 
voters,  the  board  of  its  own  motion  made  no  effort  to  discover  whetner  or  not  they 
were  properly  registered  persons! — A.  We  made  every  j>ossible  effort  in  that  direc- 
tion and  gave  especial  attention  to  that  feature,  and  had  subpoenaed  before  ns  any 
negroes  who  were  said  not  to  be  21  years  of  age. 

Q.  How  did  you  pjiss  upon  them  when  you  got  them  before  youf — A.  We  would 
swear  them  regularly  and  ask  them  their  residence  and  age.  We  sifted  them,  and, 
as  I  stated  here  yesterday,  there  was  not  but  one  single  instance  out  of  the  entire 
number  that  came  before  us  that  created  any  suspicion  in  our  minds  as  being  under  21 
except  four  or  five,  one  of  them  being  younger,  we  thought,  than  21,  although  he 
swore  that  he  was  21  years  of  age,  and  there  was  no  evidence  produced  to  contradict 
him,  and  four  whom  we  thought  older.  In  each  one  of  those  cases  the  action  of  the 
board  was  unanimous.  We  all  thought  he  was  under  21;  he  was  a  bright  young 
mulatto,  stated  where  his  mother  had  lived,  and  we  allowed  him  to  remain.  VTe 
had  his  father  subpoenaed,  and  learned  then  that  his  father  was  dead. 

Q.  Did  you  have  his  mother  subpoenaed? — A.  We  did  not. 

Q.  What  about  those  who  were  there  f — A.  Each  one  said  they  were  ncMirly  22  yean 
of  age.  One  of  them  said  he  was  22  years  of  age,  and  we  having  suspected  him,  of 
course  examined  them  very  rigidly,  and  in  each  instance  found  that  they  arrived  at 
age  at  a  period  when  they  were  not  chargeable  with  taxes  for  1894,  and  we  allowed 
them  to  remain.  We  examined  the  challenges  and  utilized  just  anoh  evidence  as 
they  disclose  as  to  the  names  of  persons  having  information,  and  there  was  no  evi- 
dence in  conflict  with  their  own  statements  as  to  their  age. 

Q.  There  were  1,000  names  possibly  presented  to  yon  of  alleged  21-year-olds,  were 
there  not  f — A.  No,  sir ;  there  were  only  900  and  some  odd  altogether. 

Q.  There  were  on  the  lists  altogether  some  1,300? — A.  Not  on  the  lists  filed  with  as. 

Q.  Well,  there  were  on  the  list  altogether  f — A.  I  conld  not  tell  you  that. 

Q.  When  it  was  brought  to  your  attention  by  these  gentlemen  that  there  were  bo 
many  21-year-olds,  you  did  not  take  time  to  see  how  many  21-year-olds  there  were 
down  on  the  registiy  listf — ^A.  We  took  time  to  subpoena  those  who  were  challenged 
and  bring  them  before  us. 

Q.  You  stated  you  did  not  know  how  many  21-year-olds  there  were  registered f— 
A.  I  did  not  think  that  was  essential. 

Q.  Suppose  out  of  3,400  registered  in  Richmond  County,  3,300  had  registered  as 
21  years  of  age,  would  not  that  have  created  a  suspicion  in  your  mind  f — ^A.  It  would. 

Q.  Then,  would  it  not  have  been  your  duty  as  registrars,  your  attention  having 
been  called  by  these  gentlemen  te  the  suspicion  that  there  was  an  organized  effort 
being  made  to  put  parties  on  the  list  as  21  years  old,  to  have  investigated  and  seen 
how  many  had  so  registered? — A.  We  would  have  investigated  any  diargee  against 
those  voters  if  they  had  been  challenged,  if  there  had  been  but  twenty-three  21-year- 
olds  ;  but  your  guess  is  wide  of  the  mark. 

Q.  How  would  you  know  it  was  wide  of  the  mark  unless  yon  had  investigated  the 
list  and  seen  how  many  there  were? — A.  It  was  not  essential  to  our  puipose  that  we 
shoijld  know  the  number  of  persons  registered  as  21  years  old  at  all.  The  question 
was  with  us  to  discover  whether  or  not  there  were  any  illegally  registered  at  that  age. 

Q.  Would  not  the  number,  if  excessive,  have  been  an  indication  to  you  whether  or 
not  they  were  illegally  registered,  and  directed  your  mind  to  inquiry  on  that  linef" 
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A.  An  excessive  number  to  my  miod  would  be  an  excessive  number  in  proportion  to 
the  entire  negro  vote  of  the  county,  and  not  in  proportion  to  the  negio  vote  regis- 
terwi. 

<j.  HoWy  then,  would  you  ascertain  whether  that  was  the  proper  number  without 
having  counted  them? — A.  It  was  not  necessary  for  us  to  ascertain  the  number  at 
all.  It  made  no  difference  to  us  whether  a  man  was  21  years  of  age  or  75  years  of  age. 
If  he  waa  21  be  was  entitled  to  register,  and  if  he  was  75  he  was  entitled  to  register. 

K^.  In  ascertaining  whether  or  not  a  fellow  was  really  and  legally  21,  and  whether 
or  not  the  number  of  those  persona  who  so  re<ji8tcred  were  in  proportion,  as  you 
»tate,  to  the  nuiiiber  of  colored  people  in  the  county,  wouhl  it  not  have  been  the  duty 
of  the  registrars  to  have  investi<^:ited  that  number? — A.  1  can  not  understand  why 
the  number  of  ]>ersons  registered  as  21  would  be  at  all  pertinent  or  m^cessary  to  our 
invent i;;ation  218  to  the  legality  of  their  registration.  If  they  v^ere  ille^xally  regis- 
tered. I  don't  think  the  registration  of  persons  of  that  age  would  iu  itself  be  a  cause 
of  suspicion. 

i^.  Would  not  the  overwhelming  number  of  21-year-old8  be  in  itself  evidence  that 
there  wan  something  wrong  in  the  matter  of  re^fistration? — A.  I  think  your  inquiry 
apou  that  line  will  be  useless,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  I  do  not  now  regard  the 
reported  number  of  registrations  as  being  of  21  years  of  age  as  excessive, 
i^.  You  don't  regard  1,333  as  being  excensive? — A..  1  do  not. 

Q.  It  there  had  been  2,3()0you  would  not  have  counted  them? — A.  The  registration 
of  1,34m)  colored  persouH  as  being  21  years  of  ago  is  n(»t  excessive  iu  this  couutj'. 

i^.  How  do  you  explain  that? — A.  I  think  we  have  fully  7,000 and  odd  colored  polls 
in  this  county,  and  I  think  the  proportiou  of  1,300  to  7,CM)0  or  7,500  is  not  excessive. 
1  believe  there  are  between  25,000  and  30,000  colored  people  in  the  county  of  Kich- 
mond,  of  which  there  is  at  least  between  2,500  and  3,000  between  the  ages*  of  21  and 
22.  all  of  which  conld  huve  legally  registered  for  the  election  of  October,  18^5,  as  21. 
It  occurs  as  stran<f(^  to  nie  that  even  the  intelligence  of  the  Populist  patriots  could 
not  teach  them  tiiat  1.300  out  of  the  entire  negro  population  of  this  county  is  at 
beAt  a  small  proportion  of  those  between  the  ages  of  21  and  22.  You  see,  while  I 
know  nothing  about  the  management  of  the  i-ampaign  in  this  election,  I  do  know 
iomething  about  it  in  previous  elections,  and  it  has  always  been  the  purpose  of  the 
persons  managing  the  registration  of  the  voters  to  seek  those  voters  for  whom  they 
did  not  have  to  pay  poll  tax.  Those  registeriug  as  21  years  of  age,  are  not  always 
strictly  21;  some  are  21  years  and  9  months;  some  are  21  years  ana  6  months;  some 
are  nearly  22.  I  don't  believe  there  are  1,300  persons  here  who  were  21  years  of  age 
npon  the  exact  day  of  registraticm. 

Q.  How  many  would  you  say  there  were? — A.  I  could  not  possibly  say.  But  of 
th4)6e  persons  entitled  to  register  as  21,  I  think  the  proportion  of  one  to  nve  is  very 
fenerons;  that  is,  here  in  the  city.  I  don't  think  that  is  the  case  with  the  country. 
I  think  that  every  man  familiar  with  the  negro  in  Augusta  knows  that  the  young 
neero  migrates  from  the  country  to  the  city. 

Q.  Augusta  is  a  kind  of  Mecca  for  the  younger  set  of  negroes? — A.  It  is  a  desira- 
ble place  for  the  young  negroes,  like  all  other  cities,  and  he  comes  here.  You  know 
that  as  well  as  I  do.  We  furnish  the  city  for  not  only  the  country  negroes  around 
here  in  Georgia,  but  also  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  in  South  Carolina.  Just 
walking  up  Broad  street,  up  Cotton  row,  or  around  any  of  those  places  where  the 
negroes  are  largely  employed,  you  will  see  that  nearly  every  negro  yon  meet  is  a 
Toong  negro. 

Q.  I  put  a  hypothetical  question :  If  there  was  an  effort  on  the  part  of  those  who 
were  managing  or  working  up  the  registration  for  Major  Black's  campaign  to  pack 
that  list  with  persons  who  were  not  qualified  to  vote,  would  it  not  be  the  tendency 
to  aeek  out  those  who  claimed  to  be  21  years  of  age,  because  they  would  have  no 
taxes  to  pay? — A.  Not  necessarily.  If  they  wanted  to  pack  it,  Mr.  West,  they  could 
just  as  well  do  it  with  aged  negroes  as  with  young  negroes.  The  fact  that  they 
»»n<rht  young  negroes  for  registration  is  evidence  that  they  sought  to  register  them 
l^^lly.  It  would  be  just  as  easy  and  as  convenient  to  pack  the  list  with  negroes 
beyond  21  years  of  age,  as  it  would  be  with  negroes  just  arriving  at  age.  A  negro 
<^0Qld  just  as  easily  swear  falsely  that  he  had  been  in  the  State  but  a  year  and  was 
not  liable  for  poll  tax  as  he  could  swear  falsely  as  to  his  age,  so  that  to  my  mind 
tbe  logic  of  the  large  number  of  negroes  of  21  years  of  age  being  registered  is  but 
evidence  of  the  integrity  of  the  list  in  that  respect.  It  shows  only,  as  experience 
baa  taught  ns,  that  the  persons  managing  the  Democratic  campaign  sought  that 
claM  of  voters  for  the  purpose  of  honestly  avoidinjg  the  payment  of  poll  tax  for  them. 
Q.  Would  not  detection  be  much  easier? — A.  The^coiild  say  that  they  had  just 
moved  in  the  State  from  South  Carolina,  just  as  easily  as  they  could  say  that  they 
were  hot  21  years  of  age. 

Q.  Aman  toget  on  that  insolvent  list  must  have  at  sometime  or  an  other  paid  taxes? — 
A.  Certainly  he  must  have  at  some  time  or  another  been  entered  upon  the  books. 
Hien,  should  he  thereafter  faU  to  pay  his  poll  tax,  that  fact  would  appear  from  the 
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books  by  the  absence  of  a  credit  which  the  tax  collector  woald  ^ive  him  if  he  had 
paid,  dn  those  books  there  are,  I  suppose,  the  names  of  a  thousand  dead  peoY*le 
and  as  many  more  people  who  have  removed  from  the  county.  This  delaiilters'  list 
is  made  up  from  all  the  nauies  appearing  on  the  books  of  the  tHX  collector  niaoy 
years  bacic,  and  of  course  contains  thousands  of  persons  long  since  dead  as  well  » 
thoHe  who  have  removed  from  the  county^  and,  also  the  names  of  many  persons 
Nrho  have  arrived  beyond  the  age  of  60,  and  who  are  not  liable  for  poll  tax  at  all. 
People  Just  moving  into  the  State  don't  owe  any  poll  tax  until  after  they  have  a 
years  establlHhed  residence. 

Q.  And  those  who  never  pay  taxes ;  there  are  a  good  many  of  those,  are  there  not  ?— 
A.  Nearly  all  men  pay  poll  tax. 

Q.  There  may  be  some  people  who  have  never  voted? — A.  Not  any  appreciable 
number.    There  may  be  some. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  get  some  estimate  from  you  as  to  the  nnmber  or  proportion  of 
people,  if  yon  think  there  is  no  appreciable  nuniher,  who  have  lived  here  liable  for 
taxes,  bnt  wh(*8e  name  does  not  appear  on  the  default  listf — ^A.  I  could  not  answer 
that  question. 

Q.  What  would  be  your  idea  about  it? — A.  I  really  have  no  idea  abont  it,  and  no 
data  from  which  I  conlu  form  an  intelligent  estimate  occurs  to  my  mind.  I  only 
said  that  if  they  wanted  to  pack  the  list  they  would  do  it  with  that  class  of  votes. 

Q.  Would  not  that  class  of  votes  be  much  more  difficult  to  handle  than  the  21- 
year  olds? — A.  If  they  packed  it  at  all  they  would  have  to  do  it  with  the  aasiatanee 
of  the  person  registering. 

Q.  He  would  have  to  swear  to  those  things;  it  would  be  more  easy  of  detection, 
would  it  not? — A.  I  think  not.  It  would  be  just  as  ditttcnlt  for  yon  to  disoover  the 
truth  of  a  negro's  statement  in  reference  to  his  short  residence  as  it  would  be  to  any 
of  the  other  essential  qualitications  of  the  legality  of  his  registration. 

Q.  Suppose  he  appeared  on  the  default  list? — A.  I  would  answer  that  this  way: 
This  was  a  familiar  defense  with  nearly  all  of  the  Populists  who  were  charged  with 
the  nonpayment  of  taxes,  the  parties  saying  that  the  year  for  which  they  were 
charged  with  poll  tax  they  lived  in  Langley  or  Graniteville,.  and  we  allowed  their 
names  to  remain,  except  some  cases  where  we  had  personal  knowledge  to  the  con- 
trary, from  which  yon  can  see  that  if  there  are  white  people  who  do  that,  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  some  negroes  will  do  it.  We  had  one  man  subpcBuaed  bv 
the  name  of  Johnson.  He  came  and  swore  that  the  year  for  which  he  was  charged 
for  poll  tax  and  which  appeared  as  not  being  paid  he  lived  in  the  State  of  Soath 
Carolina,  and  that  he  did  not  owe  that  poll  tax.  I  knew  of  my  own  knowledge  that 
he  resided  here  that  year  and  was  active  in  local  politics.  I  said,  **  Yon  say  you  were 
not  here  at  that  tiraef  He  answered,  '^No.''  I  asked  him  where  he  lived,  and  be 
replied,*'  In  Graniteville,  S.  C*'  1  said,  "  Were  you  not  active  in  this  election,"  call- 
ing his  attention  to  the  fact,  and  he  scratched  his  head,  and  discovering  that  he  was 
detected  acknowledged  that  he  was  in  default.  This  system  of  fraudulent  evasion 
of  the  poll  tax  and  fraudulent  registration  could  be  just  as  easily  practiced  by  the 
negro  as  the  white  man.  I  state  this  instance  simply  as  an  illustration.  Several 
other  just  such  instances  among  people  in  the  factory  districts  were  developed  dur- 
ing the  investigation.  Comparatively  few  cases  came  and  swore  that  they  had  lived 
in  South  Carolina  during  those  years  for  which  they  were  in  default. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  those  names  from? — ^A.  Those  names  appeared  upon  the  list 
of  disqualified  voters  as  not  having  ^aid  their  taxes. 

Q.  You  got  them  from  the  list  of  disqualified  voters? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  of  them? — A.  No,  sir;  some  of  them  were  filed  with  us.  Not  more  than  two 
typewritten  pages  of  names  wer6  filed  by  the  Democrats.  I  don't  recall  who  filed 
them. 

Q.  Did  you  go  over  the  entire  list  of  disqualified  voters  and  compare  it  with  the 
registry  list? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  did,  indeed.  We  took  the  list  of  voters,  and  one  of 
the  clerks  would  call  a  name  from  that  list,  and  the  registrar  would  immediately  say 
if  that  name  was  on  the  list  of  disqualified  voters.  If  he  found  the  name  on  the  dis- 
qualified list  and  also  on  the  list  of  voters  he  would  check  him,  and  when  we  com- 
pleted the  comparison  between  the  list  of  voters  and  the  disqualified  list  we  then 
put  the  tax  collector  on  the  stand  and  had  him  testify  in  reference  to  each  name 
checked.  He  would  examine  his  books  to  see  whether  the  man  had  paid  his  taxes  or 
not.  You  see  a  great  many  that  appeared  on  the  list  of  disqualified  voters  had  paid 
their  taxes  after  the  list  had  been  made  out  and  turned  over  to  us  by  the  tax  collector. 

Q.  Would  it  appear  what  year  they  were  disqualified  for? — A.  No,  sir.  They  were 
just  there  as  disqualified.  The  tax  collector  would  examine  his  books.  andViooM 
inform  us  if  the  man  had  paid  his  taxes,  and  if  he  had,  we  would  rub  off  the  check 
mark  and  go  on  to  the  next  one.  If  he  said  he  had  not,  we  would  issue  a  summons 
for  him.  In  that  way  a  great  many  of  those  were  brought  before  the  registrars. 
Nearly  all  of  them  said  they  had  lived  in  some  other  county,  or  maybe  in  South 
Carolina ;  and,  in  some  instances,  while  it  appeared  that  they  had  the  same  name. 
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that  they  were  not  the  same  persons.  Then,  their  registration  would  not  be  illegal 
i&d  they  were  allowed  to  remain.  In  a  neat  many  Instances  they  were,  no  donot, 
telling  OB  the  tmth,  beoause  they  are  migratory,  and  go  from  one  place  to  another. 
In  a  number  of  instances  it  was  disclosed  that  they  had  not  paid  the  taxes  and  wers 
seeking  to  evade  the  poll  tax,  and  in  those  cases  they 'were  struck. 

Q.  As  to  the  Rev.  Wm.  Dunbar  and  the  character  of  his  parishioners f — ^A.  The 
members  of  his  church  are  made  up  almost  entirely  of  Augusta  factory  operatives. 

(^.  They  are  good^  hard- working  people,  are  they  notf — A.  There  are  a  great  many 
good  people  among  them. 

Q.  There  is  no  reflection  upon  his  memberhip  because  of  their  being  working  peo- 
ple f— A.  I  think  humility  is  an  especial  mark  of  Christianity. 

Q.  And  none  on  Mr.  Dunbar? — A.  I  think  that  is  to  his  credit. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar  himself  has  a  character  for  veracity  and  standing  and  as  a  reputa- 
ble gentleman  f — A.  I  never  heard  of  Mr.  Dunbar  until  recently.  He  is  one  of  the 
obscure  ministers  of  this  community.  I  am  not  acquaiuted  with  his  character  for 
veracity.  If  you  mean,  when  you  refer  to  his  standing,  that  he  occupies  a  high  posi- 
tion among  the  ministers  in  this  community,  then  I  am  able  to  say  that  he  does  not. 
The  most  prominent  characteristic  of  Mr.  Dunbar's  reputation  is  for  activity  in  local 

Eolitica.    The  word  ''gentleman"  is  used  in  so  many  different  senses  that  I  presume 
e  will  fit  one  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  against  his  personal  character f — ^A.  Nothing  whatever 
in  the  world. 

Q.  He  is  simply  not  a  roan  regarded  for  his  ability  f — A.  No,  sir.  For  instance,  he 
ti  not  in  that  clas«  with  Dr.  Plunkett,  Dr.  Williams,  or  Dr.  Stradley. 

Q.  How  about  Dr.  Stradley  Y — A.  He  is  an  eminent  minister. 

Q.  Ho^  about  his  parishioners? — A.  The  best. 

Q.  Is  Judge  Eve  one  of  his  members? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  1  understand  he  knows  nothing  at  all  about  politics? — ^A.  He  is  not  as  skilled 
in  that  respect  as  Mr.  Dunbar. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar  is  a  very  energetic  man  at  the  polls? — A.  I  suppose  he  was  the  most 
prominent  heeler  in  the  Fourth  Ward  in  the  recent  municipal  election. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Dunbar  carrying  men  up  and  voting  tnem? — A.  I  saw  him  lead- 
ing men  around,  but  I  did  not  see  him  voting  them. 

Q.  Was  he  not  checking  names? — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  leading  men  up  to  the  ap- 
proaches. When  I  use  the  term  ''heeler''  I  do  not  use  it  in  a  sense  reflecting  upon 
the  man  who  works  at  the  polls.  I  learned  how  he  regards  men  who  work  at  the 
polls  from  his  own  published  communication.  He  classes  those  men  who  go  to  the 
polls  and  work  for  their  party  "heelers.''  He  was  there  doing  exactly  the  same 
work  he  ascribes  to  those  whom  he  designates  as  heelers.  In  designating  him,  there- 
fore, by  that  expression  I  do  it  in  the  sense  of  his  own  definition. 

Q.  He  charged  several  gentlemen  who  were  there  with  buying  votes.  Do  vou 
charge  him  with  doing  that? — A.  No,  sir;  and  I  do  not  believe  the  charge  against 
the  men  against  whom  he  made  it.  I  was  at  the  Fourth  Ward  polls  on  the  day  of 
the  special  election,  in  October,  1895,  standing  there  for  a  few  minutes.  I  was  also 
present  as  a  spectator  in  this  municipal  election  to  which  I  refer,  and  was  at  the 
Fourth  Ward  on  the  day  of  that  election  for  possibly  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  that  election? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  felt  a  great  deal  of 
uiterest  in  the  Fifth  Ward.    I  saw  Mr.  Dunbar  at  the  Fourth  Ward. 

Q.  You  worked  at  the  Fifth? — A.  I  took  some  part  in  counseling. 

<j.  And  in  urging  the  voters  to  vote? — A.  I  got  in  my  buggy  and  went  after  some 
few  people. 

Q.  Yon  regard  that  as  working,  don't  you  ? — A.  Those  were  some  firiends  of  mine 
whom  I  went  to  see,  and  I  brought  them  to  the  polls  in  my  bug^. 

Q.  The  same  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  Mr.  Black's  campaign  in  1892,  Mr.  Boy- 
kin  Wright,  had  charge  of  his  campaigns  also  in  1894  and  18%? — ^A.  He  was  the 
chairman  of  the  campaign  committee. 

Q.  Then,  practicaliT;  the  same  gentlemen,  outside  of  Mr.  Wright,  had  charge  of 
the  management  of  Mr.  Black's  campaign  in  the  three  races — 1892, 1894,  and  18%? — 
A.  Xo,  sir.  There  were  factors  in  this  last  campaign  that  were  not  disclosed  in  the 
others.    For  instance,  the  young  men  were  thoroughly  organized  in  1895. 

Q.  Were  they  not  also  organized  in  1894? — A.  They  had  no  organization  then  at  all. 

Q.  And  practically  the  same  managers  had  charge  of  the  election  machinery  in 
l'<92, 1894,  and  1895,  did  they  not? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  the  managers  in  the  pre- 
Tiom  election,  except  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  and  they  were  not  the  same  there. 

Q.  What  difference  was  there  and  who  were  they  ? — A.  They  were  entirely  different. 
For  instance,  Mr.  Chafee  was  one  of  the  managers  in  the  Fifth  Ward  in  1894,  and  Mr. 
Price  was  also ;  also,  Mr.  Markwalter.  The  managers  in  1894  differed  f^om  those  in 
thistneoial  election  for  1895. 

Q.  Fractically  the  same  workers  were  around  the  polls? — A.  I  don't  know  whether 
Hr.  Henry  North  took  any  part  in  the  election  of  1^  or  not. 
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Q.  Yon  dou't  know  to  the  contrary  f — A.  I  have  no  information 

Q.  Yonr  general  information  is  that  abont  the  same  workers  pretty  mach  were 
around  tibe  polls  in  1894  and  1895  f — A.  No,  sir.  Sometimes  men  whom  yon  will  see 
at  the  polls  in  one  election  will  be  displaced  by  others  at  the  next.  Yon  ask  me  if 
the  same  men  are  not  generally  at  one  election  as  at  another.  I  answer  that  emphat- 
ically, no. 

Q.  Yon  spoke  of  the  Fifth  Ward  in  1894  and  in  1895.  That  was  divided,  was  it 
notf — A.  In  1894  they  Yote<l  at  the  twelve  hundred  and  sixty -ninth  district,  in  Sum- 
merville,  just  outside  the  city  limits,  and  in  1895  they  voted  at  the  Fifth  Ward. 

Q.  You  don't  mean  that  there  was  an  entirely  different  crowd  supporting  Major 
Black  in  1895  from  that  of  1893  and  1894  f— A.  Not  at  all ;  and  I  did  not  so  understand 
your  question. 

Q.  Were  not  practically  the  same  men  in  charge  of  those  three  elections  of  1892, 
1894,  and  18S6f — A.  Practically  the  same  men  voted  for  Major  Black,  but  numerous 
ohanges  were  made  in  the  management  of  the  elections. 

Q.  No  serious  changes? — A.  It  the  Democratic  party  could  improve  upon  the  man* 
agement  at  the  polls  they  would  do  it.     I  suppose  you  understand  that  is  practical. 

Q.  You  seem  to  have  done  very  well  in  1894;  they  could  have  done  just  as  well  in 
1895 f — A.  Answering  that  question  without  regard  to  your  wit,  I  can  say  that  the 
results  are  abundant  evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  those  members  of  the  Democratic 
party  who  managed  its  campaign. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  me  who  the  workers  at  the  Fourth  Ward  weref — A.  I  could  not 

Q.  At  the  Third  Ward!— A.  No,  sir. 

ij.  The  Second  Ward!— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  Fifth  Ward  is  the  only  place  you  took  knowledge  off — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  explanation  of  the  vote  of  Richmond  County  in  1894  f 

(Contestee's  counsel  objects  to  this  (question  as  being  absolutely  irrelevant  to  the 
question  at  issue,  the  contest  being  for  the  election  in  1895,  and  not  for  the  election 
in  1894.) 

WiTin&ss.  If  it  was  true  that  there  was  repeating,  as  seems  to  be  the  opinion  among 
a  large  number  of  people  because  of  the  fact  that  there  were  no  restrictions  upon 
the  voters  at  that  time  under  the  law  as  it  stood,  I  attribute  it  to  the  fact  of  repeat- 
ing among  the  worst  class  of  both  parties. 

Q.  There  could  not  have  been  any  amount  of  repeating,  as  is  shown  b^  the  vote  for 
Mr.  Watson  f — A.  If  the  proportion  of  the  vote  for  both  parties,  as  diaclosed  by  a 
comparison  of  the  vote  cast  at  the  special  election  of  1895  with  that  of  1894,  be  true, 
the  repeating  by  the  Third  party  was  largely  in  excess  of  the  repeating  by  the 
Democratic  party.  It  was  about  14,000  that  Major  Black  got  in  1894,  and  Mr.  Watson, 
as  I  understood  it,  got  about  2,700.  At  that  time  there  were  not  more  than  800  PopolUt 
votes  registered.  So  you  and  I  will  agree  that  there  was  an  element  in  this  election 
that  did  not  figure  in  previous  ones. 

Q.  Was  not  the  excitement  more  intense  in  this  election  than  it  was  in  1894 1— A. 
The  difference  between  the  election  of  1895  and  that  of  1894  for  peace,  quiet,  and 
good  order  was  as  distinct  as  is  a  summer  zephyr  to  a  howling  hurricane.  The  elec- 
tion of  1894  was  characterized  for  bloodshed  and  riot  inaugurated  by  a  member  of 
the  Populist  party ;  whereas  the  election  of  1895  was  characterized  by  the  absence  of 
disorder.  I  did  not  notice  any  intense  feeling  at  all  in  1895.  You  would  not  know 
an  election  was  going  on.    In  1894  it  was  just  boiling. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  attempt  to  observe  the  poll  tax  in  1894,  or  the  dic^nalified  list,  or 
anything  of  that  sortf — A.  The  law  in  1894  required  the  same  as  it  did  in  1895— that 
every  man  should  have  paid  his  taxes  before  being  entitled  to  cast  a  legal  vote. 
But  after  the  election  of  1894  the  Democratic  party,  in  opposition  to  the  eiSbrts  of 
the  Populists  in  the  legislature,  passed  the  present  registration  law,  which  reqnires 
that  before  any  citizen  of  the  State  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  that  he  shaU  take  an 
oath  that  he  is  21  years  of  age;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  for  one  year,  and  a  resident  of  the  county  for  six  months;  that  he 
has  paid  all  tiaes  required  of  him,  and  that  he  shall  state  his  name  and  his  residence. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  that  operated  as  a  great  restriction. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  a  local  registration  law  in  Richmond  County  prior  to  thatf— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  but  it  was  held  to  be  unconstitutional  by  the  United  States  court  for 
this  district. 

Q.  You  stated  the  Populists  opposed  the  registration  law.  Do  you  not  know  it 
was  a  fact  that  those  who  opposed  the  act  were  in  favor  of  the  Branham  law,  which 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  Branham,  a  Democrat,  of  Fulton  County  f — A.  I  know  that 
they  voted  with  practical  unanimity  against  the  present  registration  law,  which, 
had  it  been  defeated,  would  have  left  us  open  to  the  same  abuse  as  was  practiced 
under  the  old  system. 

Q.  Don't  you  also  know  that  they  favored  an  amendment  to  the  Branham  billf— 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  they  did  notf — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  know  anything  abont  Ibe  provisioDB  of  the  Branbam  billf — A.  I  know 
notbtng  abont  any  bill  iu  trod  need  in  the  last  legislature  for  registration  except  the 
bill  passed.  I  was  in  Atlanta  at  a  period  during  which  the  bill  was  being  disenssed, 
and  1  know  that  the  Populists,  with  practical  unanimity^  opposed  the  present  law. 
Q.  They  claimed  it  put  the  machinery  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Democrats  f — 
A  I  don't  know  what  their  contentions  were.  I  know  they  claimed  it  operated 
■gainst  tlie  poor  man,  of  whom  the  Populist  party  in  its  entirety  was  made  up. 

Q.  Don't  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  registrars  are  appointed  by  the 
judges  of  the  superior  courts,  and  that  every  judge  of  the  superior  court  in  Georgia 
is  a  Democrat,  and  that  every  appointment  made  under  this  law  was  two  Democrats 
to  one  Populist  or  Republican,  and  that  the  idea  was  that  it  put  the  entire  machin- 
ery in  the  hands  of  tne  Democrats? — A.  I  am  free  to  say  that  it  would  be  a  very 
onasual  thing  if  the  dominant  party  turned  over  the  machinery  to  the  minority 
party. 

Q.  And  it  would  be  a  very  unusual  thing  for  the  dominant  party  to  enact  a  regis- 
tration law  where  they  were  putting  the  maohinery  entirely  in  their  own  hands,  if 
they  did  not  do  it  to  their  own  advantage? — A.  I  think  they  were  doing  it  for  the 
good  of  the  people  at  large. 

(j.  Why  not  make  it  a  bipartisan  board  f — A.  If  I  was  framing  a  bill,  I  would  not 
have  given  the  Popnlists  control  of  any  department  of  the  machinery  of  registration. 
I  have  always  believed,  and  believe  now,  that  the  framers  of  the  registration  bill 
made  a  great  mistake  in  not  excluding  the  Populist  officials  from  controlling  any 
department  of  the  registration  in  the  counties  in  which  the  Populist  party  is  domi- 
nant. The  present  bill  prescribes  that  the  tax  collector  of  each  county  shall  do  the 
registering,  and  entitles  nim  arbitrarily  to  put  on  whom  he  pleases. 

Q.  But  can  not  the  registrars  strike  them  offf — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  must  first 
secure  the  evidenoe.  When  they  put  a  man  on  the  registry  list  as  a  legal  voter,  the 
registrars  can  not  strike  him  off  unless  evidence  is  produced  of  the  illegality  of  his 
registration.  This  can  not  always  be  done;  and  especially  is  this  true  in  Populist 
(oantiea.  I  say,  if  I  had  been  framing  the  bill  I  would  not  have  put  in  the  nands 
of  the  Populist  party  any  power  whatever. 

Q.  How  would  you  have  framed  itf — A.  I  have  no  scheme  formulated  in  my  mind, 
because  it  was  of  no  interest  to  me,  and  if  I  had  framed  a  scheme  it  would  have  been 
of  no  practical  result,  being  simplv  a  private  citizen.  But  I  certainly  would  not 
have  made  the  tax  collector  the  absolute  Judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  legality  of 
any  man*s  registration.  Therefore,  I  say  that  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  being 
Democratic,  made  concessions  to  the  Populist  party  such  as  no  other  party  in  power 
in  any  State  to-day  in  the  United  States  ever  made  to  a  minority  party. 

Q.  You  say  that,  and  at  the  same  time  say  you  have  no  definite  idea  of  how  you 
would  have  framed  itf — A.  I  would  have  put  it  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Q.  You  would  not  have  given  them  a  chance  to  register? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  would 
have  given  them  full  and  complete  opportunity  to  register,  but  I  would  have  had  the 
entire  machinery  of  registration  in  the  control  of  the  Democratic  party.  That  this 
has  not  been  done  I  regard  as  a  great  mistake,  and  have  so  stated  to  the  author  of  the 
bill 

Q.  Then,  yon  think  that  the  Democratic  party  acted  with  great  generosity  toward 
the  Popnlists,  the  minority  party,  in  that  they  put  it  in  the  hands  of  the  tax  col- 
lector,  or  made  the  tax  collector  the  register  to  receive  the  names  upon  the  regis- 
tration book,  although  the  board  of  registrars^  who  supervise  that  list,  is  composed 
in  every  instance  of  two  Democrats  to  one  of  the  minority  party  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
regard  the  power  of  the  register  as  the  most  potent  of  any  of  the  machinery  as 
formnlated  by  the  registration  bill  passed  by  the  Georgia  legislature.  And  in  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district,  out  of  eleven  counties  that  power  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Populists  in  nine  counties. 

Q.  Are  von  not  mistaken  about  thatf — A.  Well,  yes;  let  me  correct  that.    I  think 
abont  eight.    I  think  two  or  three  other  counties  have  Democratic  tax  collectors. 
Tbere  are  but  two  Democratic  counties  in  the  Tenth  Congressional  district. 
Q.  When  it  comes  to  Congressional  elections  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Q.  Bat  don't  you  know  that  Jeiferson  County,  Washington  County — I  don't  know 
that  Washington  County — Wilkinson  County,  Hancock  County,  and  in  Richmond 
County  that  the  tax  collectors  are  Democrats  f^A.  I  say  that  in  the  majority  of  the 
the  counties  of  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  the  registration  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Populists,  and  I  regard  it  as  a  political  mistake  and  a  public  misfortune  for  the 
lenstration  bUl  to  turn  over  the  election  machinery  to  that  party. 

Q.  Why  a  misfortune  f — A.  Because  I  think  the  management  of  public  affairs  by 
the  Democratic  party  is  essential  to  the  safety,  prosperity,  and  general  welfare  of 
the  8tate. 
Q.  Not  the  personnel  of  the  party  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  men  composing  the  Populist  party  in  Columbia 
County  t— A.  I  believe  that  the  politics  of  Columbia  County,  as  represented  by  the 
Popnlut  party,  are  socialistic. 
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Q.  On  what  do  yon  base  tbat  belief  f — A.  By  what  I  have  heard  them  say. 

Q.  Whof — ^A.  I  have  been  in  Columbia  County  and  have  talked  with  them. 

Q.  With  whof — A.  I  could  not  ffive  yon  the  names  of  them. 

Q.  Not  a  one f — A.  Yes;  Mr.  Bill  Benton,  Mr.  Mel  Branch,  Mr.  Palmer. 

Q.  When  yon  say  socialistic,  yon  mean  the  joint  ownership  of  land? — A.  I  don't 
consider  the  joint  ownership  of  land  as  at  all  socialistic,  provided  the  joiut  owner- 
ship is  acquired  honestly  and  not  by  an  enforced  division  of  the  a^cnmolationa  of 
other  men's  industry  without  consideration,  as  advocated  by  certain  branches  of 
Socialists. 

Q.  What  did  you  ever  hear  Bill  Benton  say  t — A.  I  have  heard  Bill  Benton  say 
that  "By  God,  the  bottom  rail  was  on  top  in  Columbia  County,  and  it  was  going  to 
stay  on  top." 

Q.  What  did  he  mean  by  the  bottom  railf — A.  That  the  worst  element  of  people 
were  in  control.  I  remember  this  portion,  and  while  I  can  not  recall  other  portions 
of  his  conversation,  it  was  in  line  with  that.  It  was  an  expression  of  gratiiication 
that  the  worst  element  were  in  control  of  affairs  regardless  of  the  ii^orioiis  conae- 
qnencesof  this  condition.  I  have  heard  them  exult  in  having  driven  some  of  the 
best  men  from  the  countv. 

Q.  Who  were  some  of  the  men  doing  that  exulting? — A.  They  mentioned  their 
names,  and  I  knew  them  at  the  time,  but  do  not  recall  them  now.  They  mentioned 
one  whom  I  recall.    That  was  Judge  Dorsey. 

Q.  Who  are  the  others  f — A.  I  don't  recall  the  names  of  the  others.  Of  course.  I 
can  not  well  forget  the  notorious  advice  of  your  Populist  member  of  the  leg^islatare 
of  Columbia  County,  to  the  effect  that  the  farmers  thereof  should  ''raise  more  hell 
and  less  cotton." 

Q.  Yon  can  not  recall  the  parties  you  heard  making  this  exultation  t — ^A.  No,  six; 
they  were  talking  politics  and  I  know  they  were  Populists,  and  I  can  not  recall  their 
names,bnt  did  know  some  nmong  them. 

Q.  Yon  don't  recall  the  names  of  any  one  of  themf — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Judge  John  L.  Bynum,  the  present  ordinary  of  Columbia  Count j, 
who  took  the  place  of  Judge  Dorsey  f — A.  I  saw  him  once  only. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  he  is  a  man  of  high  character  f — ^A.  I  don't  know  an>'thiDg 
about  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  is  a  man  of  considerable  means? — A.  I  wonld  not  know 
him  now  if  I  were  to  see  him. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  the  present  sheriff  of  Columbia  County  was  the  sheriff  of 
Columbia  County  under  Democratic  rule? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  is  a  very  stood  citizen. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  George  Olive,  the  clerk  of  the  superior  courtF— A.  I  take 
great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  good  and  deserved  position  George  has  in  that 
county. 

Q.  What  is  his  character? — A.  I  wonld  not  ask  any  better  of  any  man's.  I  have 
always  thought  Olive  the  victim  of  his  environments  and  out  of  place  in  the  Populist 
party.  I  have  always  understood  that  in  Columbia  County  it  was  necessary  to  be  a 
Populist  or  leave ;  and  everything  Olive  had  was  in  that  community,  and  I  snppose 
he  had  to  stay,  lience,  I  repeat,  he  is  simply  a  victim  of  his  environments.  He  may 
not  agree  with  me  in  this,  but  it  is  my  honest  opinion. 

Q.  Did  he  hold  his  present  position  before  any  division  in  politics  came  between 
the  people  of  Columbia  Connty  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  George  Lazenby,  the  tax  collector  of  Columbia  County?— A 
I  don't  know  anything  about  him. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  is  the  same  tax  collector  as  before  any  split  came  in  the 
party? — A.  The  only  tax  collector  that  I  knew  was  Oliver  Hardy. 

Q.  Then,  those  officials  of  Columbia  County  whom  yon  do  know,  yon  testify  to  be 
men  of  character  and  position  ?  Those  that  yon  do  not  know,  you  are  not  prepared 
to  say  otherwise? — A.  I  have  seen  something  of  Populism  in  that  county,  and  I 
regard  it  as  sociaUstic  in  its  tendencies. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Mr.  William  Landsell,  of  Columbia  Connty? — ^A.  Not  personally. 

Q.  By  reputation?  Do  you  know  he  is  one  of  the  largest  landowners  and  one  of 
the  wealthiest  men  in  the  conntv  ? — ^A.  It  requires  the  ownership  of  but  very  little 
to  be  reg^arded  as  wealthy  in  Columbia  County,  and  it  is  only  because  of  the  favor- 
able position  his  condition  bears  to  his  surrounding  conditions  that  he  is  called 
wealtny.  What  I  have  heard  of  him  would  not  entitle  me  to  say  that  he  is  a  good 
man  and  a  good  citizen. 

Q.  Do  you  know  otherwise?— -A.  I  do  not.  I  told  you  I  knew  nothing  except  by 
reputation.  I  think  I  heard  he  owned  considerable  property,  and  that  his  method  of 
acquiring  it  was  not  creditable.  I  know  nothing  to  nis  credit  or  discredit  of  my  own 
knowledge,  and  make  the  statement  only  in  answer  to  your  question. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  W.  W.  Ramsey  ?~A.  No,  sir.  R.  E.  Ramsey,  who  is  a  promi- 
nent Populist  politician,  and  who  for  some  time  lived  on  the  ontskirtB  of  ihia  city,  and 
active  in  Populist  politics,  is  a  very  bad  citizen. 
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Q.  In  what  way  f — A.  Well,  he  is  a  perfect  incendiary. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  barn  up  anybody  t — ^A.  I  don't  mean  that  he  took  a  torch  and  applied 
it  to  buildings,  but  be  applied  it  to  passions. 

(^.  Did  yoa  ever  hear  him  make  a  speech  f — ^A.  I  never  did. 

V-  Do  yoa  know  that  he  is  a  man  of  means  f — A.  If  he  is,  he  has  it  hid. 

Q.  Do  yoo  know  he  runs  a  large  farm  in  Columbia  County! — ^A.  I  know  I  would 
like  to  have  the  information. 

(^.  Do  you  hold  a  claim  against  himf — A.  Yes,  sir.  And  also  against  a  great  many 
good  men. 

Q.  Have  you  evex  reduced  your  claim  to  judgment? — A.  My  information  is  it  is  in  • 
JQdgment. 

Q.  What  lawyer  put  it  in  evidoncef — A.  Mr.  Press  Johnson. 

Q.  Who  is  your  client  t — A.  A  iirm  in  New  York. 

<^.  Don*t  yoa  know  that  it  has  been  collected f — A.  I  know  that  it  has  not. 

Q.  You  are  not  preparea  to  say  of  your  own  knowledge  that  it  has  not  been 
paid  f— A.  Preffs  Johnson  has  so  informed  me,  and  he  is  a  reputable  lawyer  in  your 
county  of  McDuffle. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Mr.  C.  M.  Hill,  of  Grovetownt — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  yoa  know  he  is  one  of  the  best  men  and  largest  planters  in  Columbia 
CoQuty? — A.  I  don't  know  him  at  all. 

Q.  Don*t  you  know  that  four-fifths  of  the  white  people  of  Columbia  County  belong 
to  the  Populist  party? — A.  I  do.  Somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  propor- 
tion. You  have  interrogated  me  with  special  reference  to  those  whom  yon  select 
tf  n^presenting  the  best  end  of  your  Columbfia  County  citizenship.  I  have  heard  no 
qoestiotts  from  you  in  reference  to  the  other  end,  or  even  to  the  middle  class. 

(j.  And  you  think  those  four-fifths  of  the  white  people  of  Columbia  County  are 
bad  peoplef — A.  I  would  rather  you  would  let  me  use  my  own  language.  I  say  I 
ref^ard  the  politics  of  Columbia  County  as  socialistic  in  its  tendencies. 

Q.  Iq  other  words,  because  they  belong  to  the  Populist  party? — A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  regard  the  Populist  party  socialistic? — A.  Only  that  it  represents  to 
my  mind  doctrines  that  are  socialistic,  so  far  as  I  gather  from  public  prints  repre- 
lenting  certain  things  said  at  Populist  meetings  and  certain  things  to  be  done,  and 
oertain  practices  they  have,  all  of  which  I  considered  in  forming  my  opinion.  I 
refcard  tne  tendencies  of  Populism  in  the  direction  of  Socialism. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  Mr.  Watson  is  the  most  prominent  Populist  in  the  State? — 
A.  I  regard  Mr.  Watson  as  a  great  deal  better  than  his  party. 

Q.  l^u't  yoa  know  that  he  has  time  and  again  in  the  public  prints  quite  recently 
denied  that  the  Populist  party  is  socialistic? — A.  I  recognize  a  distinct  improvement 
at  each  election  in  the  utterances  of  Mr.  Watson  as  they  appear  in  the  public  prints. 

Q.  How  about  his  talk? — A.  I  never  heard  Mr.  Watson  make  but  three  public 
spoerhes. 

Q.  What  three  were  those? — A.  I  heard  him  at  the  Exposition  building.  I  heard 
some  portion  of  that  speech 

Q.  Which  exposition  ? — A.  The  Augusta  Exposition.  I  saw  him  shake  his  fingers 
in  the  face  of  a  great  many  of  his  previous  supporters  who  were  in  front  uf  him  at 
the  time  and  exclaim :  *'  I  owe  you  people  nothing."  He  had  reference  to  those  who 
voted  for  him  after  his  nomination  b^  a  Democratic  convention  and  before  his  deser- 
tion of  that  party  while  in  its  commission.  He  turned  to  the  men  who  surrounded 
him  on  the  platform  and  said:  "You  are  the  men  to  whom  I  owe  everything/'  or 
lomething  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Do  you  know  to  whom  he  had  reference? — A.  Silas  Reid,  Gordon  Williams,  and 
iBsny  others  of  the  worst  element  of  our  idlers  and  incendiaries,  who  were  surround- 
ing him. 

Q.  That  was  a  meeting  where  the  political  feeling  ran  very  high? — A.  Very  high 
indeed. 

Q.  Neither  side  were  given  a  hearing  that  night,  were  they? — A.  I  don't  think 
either  side  had  the  hearing  they  were  entitled  to. 

Q.  It  was  the  disposition  of  all  parties  not  to  let  anybody  speak? — A.  No:  It  takes 

bnt  very  few  people  to  make  a  meeting  noisy ;  the  crowd  that  I  saw  making  the 

noise  were  those  Populists  sitting  up  there  on  the  rafters  of  the  building;  they 

benn  it;  also,  the  crowds  around  in  the  comers;  finally  it  became  very  general. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Watson  say  other  than  he  owed  nothing  to  the  Democrats  for 

opposing  him,  but  did  to  the  Populists  for  supporting  him  ? — ^A.  I  remember  that  only 

Mcanse  it  was  in  strange  contrast  to  his  previous  statements,  which  were  uttered 

with  the  apparent  intention  of  securing  nuiet  and  good  order;  and  as  soon  as  it  was 

obtained  he  made  that  utterance;  he  made  it  with  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm. 

,  Q.  That  was  after  he  had  been  considerably  interrupted? — A.  Both  sides  were 

inteimpted;  I  don't  think  either  one  has  a  right  to  be  proud  of  that  meeting  for 

Jpi>od  order. 
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Q.  That  happened  in  the  city  of  Aagostat— A.  Yes,  eir;  and  in  a  Popnlist 
neighborhood. 

Q.  Did  not  both  sides  get  out  their  full  strength  t~A.  I  think  the  crowd  waa 
complete  on  both  sides. 

Q.  Did  yon  attend  the  joint  debate  a  few  days  after  that  at  Thompson,  Mr. 
Watson*s  homef — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  both  parties  were  given  a  good  hearing  there  t— A.  I  do 
not. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  at  Thompson  Mr.  Black  and  Mr.  Watson  were  bothgiren 
a  good  hearing f — A.  I  am  not  aware  of  that  fact;  Tom  did  not  even  include  me  m 
one  of  the  fellows  who  were  with  him. 

Q.  You  were  a  former  supporter  of  Mr.  Watson's f— A.  I  was,  indeed;  against 
Major  Barnes. 

Q.  Was  that  the  time  known  as  the  ''ram  rackersf " — A.  He  was  a  Democrat 
running  as  a  Democratic  candidate. 

Q.  There  used  to  be  an  organization  known  as  the  ''  ram  rackers,"  was  there  not  f— 
A.  There  was  no  organization  in  the  city  at  all  known  as  the  ram  rackent;  but  there 
was  a  political  contest  here  in  which  the  newspapers  dubbed  one  side  the  **ring'* 
and  the  other  the  ''  ram  rackers.'' 

Q.  That  was  prior  to  the  split  in  the  Democratic  party  as  between  Democrats  and 
Populists f — A.  Tom  was  a  ram  racker;  I  was;  Major  Gumming  was. 

Q.  You  were  a  ram  racker  f — A.  I  was  among  that  nnmber  of  gentlemen. 

Q.  Who  were  the  large  body  of  the  ram  rackersf — A.  The  contention  was  between 
two  forces  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  both  sides  consisted  of  the  best  people  Id 
the  city  of  Augusta;  the  factory  people  mainly  supported  that  side  calle<l  the  ram 
rackers. 

Q.  Were  not  the  main  body  of  the  ram  racker^  made  up  of  those  people,  and  were 
yon  not  their  leader? — A.  No.  sir;  they  did,  in  the  main,  support  that  taction  of  the 
Democratic  party  who  were  aeHignate<l  by  the  newspapers  as  ram  rackers ;  many  of 
them,  however,  voted  for  the  rin<;8ters. 

Q.  Those  ram  rackers  were  men  who  are  now  Populists?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Barrett  a  ram  racker  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  a  great  deal  of  annoy- 
ance to  us.    He  was  always  writing  articles  that  were  never  published. 

Q.  You  were  in  touch  with  him  at  the  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Gordon  Williams,  the  gentleman  you  testified  to  as  being  now  on  the  chain 
gang,  and  a  Populist,  was  a  prominent  ram  racker  at  that  time  and  in  touch  with 
you? — ^A.  He  said  h^  was,  but  ht)  never  voted.    He  never  paid  his  tax. 

Q.  You  never  required  any  tax  in  a  Democratic  primary? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  you  and  Gordon  Williams  organize  tne  movement  that  came  down  to 
the  city  hall  and  captured  the  meeting  that  night? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  there  on  that  line? — A.  Let  me  first  explain.  Yon  ask  me  if  I  organ- 
ized anything  with  Gordon  Williams.  I  never  in  my  life  was  in  any  organization 
with  Gordon  Williams,  and  never  in  my  life  had  any  connection  with  him,  politically, 
personally,  or  otherwiRe.  I  have  known  him  for  the  past  ten  years  as  one  of  the 
worst  class  of  idlers  in  the  city  of  Augusta. 

Q.  He  was  a  prominent  ram  racker,  was  he  not? — A.  No,  sir.  I  believe  he  was  at 
that  meeting. 

Q.  At  the  meeting  that  you  came  near  capturing? — A.  The  meeting  was  a  contest 
between  Democrats  of  Richmond  County,  which  Democrats  were  invited  to  attend 
to  make  nominations.  The  side  which  I  was  on  had  the  largest  number,  and  there- 
fore made  the  nominations  of  delegates  to  the  senatorial  and  gubernatorial  conven- 
tions. Our  delegates  were  seated  m  the  senatorial  convention,  and  both  delegations 
were  seated  in  the  gubernatorial  convention. 

Q.  At  that  time  tne  same  charges  were  made  against  the  ram  rackers,  as  a  body, 
as  to  their  being  the  shiftless  class  and  the  poor,  unlettered  class,  that  is  now  being 
made  against  the  Populists  of  Richmond  County? — A.  I  don't  recall  that  anysnch 
charge  was  made.  Such  charges  could  not  be  made,  because  upon  that  side  of  the 
Democratic  party  called  the  ram  rackers  was  the  best  element  in  the  city  of  Augusta. 
Mr.  Charles  Eetes,  who  presided  at  the  ram  racker  meeting,  is  the  president  of  the 
King  Manufacturing  Company,  and  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  our  city.  Then 
there  were  Maj.  Joseph  B.  Cummin^,  of  counsel  in  this  case,  and  general  counsel  of  the 
Geor^a  Railroad;  Mr.  Charles  Phinizy,  the  president  of  the  Georgia  Railroad  and 
Banking  Company;  Judge  Montgomery,  ex-judge  of  the  supreme  court. 

Q.  Yourself  and  Mi^jor  Cumming  and  gentlemen  of  that  character  were  regarded 
as  being  the  exception,  and  the  main  support  of  the  movement  was  from  the  factory 
operatives,  was  it  not? — A.  I  remember  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  which  oppoaed  the 
ram  rackers,  said  they  were  supported  by  the  factory  element ;  they  did  make  some 
comments  of  that  kind.  But  you  asked  me  if  those  charges  were  made.  They  were 
not  in  the  form  of  charges.  Mr.  Watson  himself  was  of  decided  assistance  to  as  in 
the  gubernatorial  convention.  He  was  my  personal  and  political  friend  at  that  time, 
and  I  would  have  done  anything  in  the  world  to  advance  his  political  ambition. 
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Q.  Ton  are  still  his  personal  friend t — A.  I  am,  indeed.  Before  he  went  into  the 
Populiflt  party  I  had  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Watson,  and  he  understood  per- 
fectly that  I  would  oppose  him. 

Q.  You  stayed  out  there  at  that  meeting  at  the  Exposition  buildins.    You  say  you 
heard  him  at  two  other  meetings.    State  some  of  the  things  he  said  that  were  social- 
istic.— A.  He  was  talking  to  the  factory  people,  and  1  do  not  remember  even  a  great 
portion  of  what  he  said.    But  I  do  know  his  utterances  were  made  up  of  those  state- 
ments calculated  to  inflame  the  passions  of  those  people  by  reminding  them  of  their 
want  of  prosperity  b^  way  of  comparisons  of  their  condition  with  that  of  their  more 
prosperous  fellow-citizens.    I  remember  that  in  reference  to  the  national  banks,  for 
instance,  he  said:  ''There  is  Alfred  Baker.    He  has  been  in  the  banking  business  for 
years.     Who  has  the  money,  yon  or  Mr.  Baker f'^  and  the  crowd  cheered.    I  remem- 
ber that  because  it  amused  me.     I  could  see  that  it  was  clever  stump  oratory  of  an 
order  inuch  beneath  the  magnificent  intellectuality  of  Mr.  Watson.    There  can  be 
no  doubt  of  his  ability  to  have  treated  the  subject  legitimately,  and  had  he  been  a 
reformer  with  a  ffreat  reform  and  before  an  intelligent  audience,  he  would  have  done 
M.    I  had  never  heard  before  a  man  of  Mr.  Watson's  prominence  and  intellectuality 
reporting  to  those  methods.     He  dealt  to  a  very  great  measure  in  those  short  state- 
ments that  would  inflame  the  passions  and  preiudices  of  those  people.     He  stated 
that  the  Government  had  given  to  the  bankers  the  privilege  of  issuing  money,  etc., 
and  special  advantages  which  the  ordinary  citizen  could  not  get.    He  made  those 
«tatement«,  or  ones  of  like  import.     He  said  that  when  the  Government  bought  the 
railroads,  telegraph  companies,  etc.,  and  suppressed  Alfred  Baker  and  his  sort  of 
chap«i  holding  special  privileges,  then  they  would  all  own  their  own  homes,  around 
the  porch  of  which  would  entwine  the  ivy  and  the  honeysuckle ;  and  pitched  into 
the  banks,  railroads,  and  every  other  sort  of  institution  whose  prosperity  excited 
the  envy  of  the  poor ;  and  he  did  it  very  cleverly,  too.    It  was  calculated,  of  course,  to 
make  votes  for  him  among  the  class  of  people  whom  he  was  addressing,  bnt  it  helped 
to  form  an  opinion  of  his  methods  among  the  conservative  classes  which  was  not  at 
all  complimentary.     His  speech,  as  a  whole,  while  superficial,  was  extremely  clever, 
coDsideriue  the  audience  he  was  addressing,  but  not  calculated  to  encourage  his  con- 
servative friends  at  that  time  in  the  opinion  that  he  was  advancing  to  the  position 
of  a  safe  and  conservative  statesman.     He  said  the  distribution  of  wealth  was  very 
nnfair,  and  that  those  national  banks  had  gobbled  it  all  up.     I  do  not  remember  him 
to  have  advocated  the  forcible  taking  away  of  their  wealth.    I  don't  think  he  did. 
Q.  You  have  told  us  something  about  Columbia  County.    What  is  the  personnel 
of  the  Populists  in  McDuffie  County  f — A.  1  know  very  few  people  or  officials  in 
McDnffie  County.    The  gentlemen  whom  I  know  are  those  around  the  courts,  and  I 
regard  them  aH  decided  exceptions. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  a  large  preponderance  of  the  white  people  in  Lincoln,  Talia- 
ferro, Warren,  and  all  those  other  counties,  that  the  men  of  the  substantial  class 
belong  to  the  Populist  party  f — A.  My  information  is  that  some  very  good  people  in 
the  country  counties  belong  to  the  Populist  party.  The  great  minority  of  the  solid, 
reliable  men  in  the  country  are  Democrats.  I  mean  to  say  this :  That  I  believe  the 
coantry  people  are  arrayed  against  the  town  of  Thompson  by  Populist  orders,  just 
like  they  are  arrayed  against  the  city  of  Augusta,  so  lar  as  I  can  see  in  the  publio 
prints. 

Q.  What  prints f — A.  The  Augusta  Chronicle,  in  the  Farmers'  Light — I  used  to  read 
that  very  often — in  the  Peoples  Party  paper,  in  the  Wool  Hat. 

Q.  That  the  citizens  of  McDnffiie  are  arrayed  against  the  town  of  Thomson? — A. 
Against  the  town  of  Thomson. 

Q.  Don't  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  Mr.  Watson  lives  in  Thomson  f  — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  Judge  Gross  and  other  prominent  Populists  live  in  Thom- 
Bonf — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  1  know  that  Thomson  is  Democratic,  too. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  proportion  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  I  know  that  is  one  of  the 
methods  of  the  Populist  party,  also,  because  I  was  at  a  meeting  once.  I  was  not 
there  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  meeting,  but  I  happened  to  be  at  a  meeting 
ijB  Glascock  County  at  which  delegates  to  some  convention  were  elected — theguber- 
natorial  convention.  As  soon  as  they  elected  their  delegates  this  man  Walden 
rushed  out  and  said,  "  Boys,  they  have  done  it  again ;  elected  all  the  people  from 
town." 

Q.  That  was  a  Democratic  convention  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  true  that  they  were  all  from  townf — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  knew  Mr. 
Walden  was  a  Populist,  and  I  recognized  the  old  cry. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  R.  H.  Pearce,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  of  McDuffie 
County  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  has  been  clerk  and  treasurer  for  many  years  f — ^A.  Since 
I  have  had  any  knowledge  of  him. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  charges  against  himt — ^A.  Nothing,  except  that  he  per- 
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mi  tied,  or  that  he  omitted  to  protect  the  tax  books  of  the  county  against  the  Popa- 
lists.  I  was  mistaken  in  saying  it  was  Mr.  Pearce.  It  was  the  tax  collector  of 
HcDafQe  County  to  whom  I  have  reference.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  Mr. 
Pearce. 

Q.  How  about  the  tax  collector  f — A.  I  have  never  heard  anything  aboat  him 
except  in  that  respect.  I  have  seen  a  great  many  articles  in  the  paper  in  which  he 
was  charged  with  not  accounting  for  public  funds. 

Q.  Doirt  you  know  that  he  denies  tnatf — A.  He  does. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  read  his  answer  to  those  charges? — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  he  not  make  au  explicit  and  emphatic  denial  of  those  charges  t — A.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  he  made  an  explicit  denial.  I  thought  the  charges  made  by 
this  gentleman  against  him  had  not  been  explained.  I  know  nothing  about  him 
except  that  he  is  charged  in  the  public  prints  with  not  accounting  for  certain  funds; 
and  again  that  the  tax  books,  which  should  have  been  protected  by  him,  were  stolen 
and  destroyed. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  his  explanation  of  that  is  that  his  office  was  broken  open  f--- 
A.  I  don't  koow  that  his  safe  was  broken  open.  I  know  it  was  at  a  time  when  it 
was  very  advantageous  to  the  PopulistH  that  the  tax  books  should  have  been 
destroyed  so  as  to  destroy  the  evidence  of  who  were  tax  defaulters;  that  he  was  a 
Populist  and  a  Populist  official,  and  that  the  books  while  in  his  protection  were  stolen. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  tht)  destruction  of  those  books  would  not  have  resulted 
beneficially  to  defaulting  Democrats? — A.  T  think  you  will  agree  with  me  when  I  saj 
that  the  Democrats  in  McDuffie  County  are  men  who  all  pay  their  taxes. 

Q.  How  about  the  colored  vote? — A.  I  understand  that  the  colored  votes  there  are 
controlled  by  the  majority  of  the  white  people,  and  the  Populists  are  in  the  majority. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  this  loss  of  tax  books  resulttid  any  better  to  one  party  than 
it  did  to  the  other? — A.  I  certainly  knew  that  the  great  proportion  of  the  names  on 
the  books  were  Populists,  especiall v  with  reference  to  those  owing  ]>oll  tax  only^  and 
therefore  the  great  proportion  of  defaulters  were  of  that  political  faith,  and  hence 
it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  Populists  that  the  books  be  not  forthcoming  for  investi- 

§ation.  The  person  in  whose  custody  those  books  were  was  a  Populist,  and  you  can 
^erefore  draw  your  own  conclusions. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  sheriff  of  McDuffie  County  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  officers  of  Warren  County? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  officers  of  Lincoln  County? — A.  I  know  Mr.  Remsen. 

Q.  The  ordinary? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  is  a  man  of  means? — A.  I  don't  know  what  Mr.  Remsen's 
means  are  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  character  or  standing? — A.  He  is  a  very  promi- 
nent Populist  politician  in  that  county.  He  is  reputed  to  have  sent  out  for  armed 
emissaries  to  come  in  and  protect  the  registrars  against  men  sent  from  Augusta  to 
assist  them  in  getting  out  the  registry  list,  clerical  ability  being  scarce  in  tbst 
community. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  that  information? — A.  From  the  gentlemen  who  went  np 
there. 

Q.  Did  you  say  the  Populists  were  armed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  sort  of  arms? — A.  They  said  they  had  pistols  belted  around  them. 

Q.  Who  were  those  clerks  ? — A.  Mr.  W.  M.  Bearden,  Mr.  Clifford  Steed,  and  Mr.  D.  G. 
Fogarty,  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  this  county. 

Q.  Was  any  violence  done  them? — A.  Violence  was  threatened  them. 

Q.  All  you  know  of  that  is  from  those  gentlemen  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  Judge  Kemsen  denies  that  he  sent  out  for  any  armed  emis- 
saries?— A.  I  understood  he  said,  ''Go  out  and  tell  the  boys  to  come  in,  and  come 
fixed." 

Q.  Who  told  you  he  heard  Judge  Remsen  say  that? — A.  Mr.  Fogarty. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Judge  Remseivs  brother,  Mr.  Rem  Remsen,  a  prominent  Democrit 
in  Augusta?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  officials  of  tho  other  counties? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  To  come  back  to  the  action  of  the  registrars,  in  investigating  those  600  or  800 
cases  you  only  cited  about  500? — A.  No,  sir;  about  600. 

Q.  What  did  yon  do  with  the  other  700? — A.  There  was  not  another  700,  as  there 
were  only  900  challenges  filed  with  us.  We  had  to  give  each  man  a  day's  notice 
under  that  bill,  and  we  subpoenaed  all  we  thought  we  could  possibly  reaoh  and  try. 
When  we  got  to  the  time  when  we  had  to  stop  and  make  out  the  voters'  list  there 
were  about  300  oases  unheard.  We  passed  on  all  of  them  by  simply  deciding  ih&t 
the  evidence  furnished  was  insufficient.  We  investigated  about  600.  We  had  time 
to  do  that — nearly  600.  The  balance  were  acted  upon  ny  being  dismissed  for  the  insof- 
ficiency  of  the  evidence,  consisting  of  an  affidavit  which  said  that  the  cause  of 
challenge  written  under  each  man's  name  was  trne  and  all  of  those  causes  of  chal- 
lenge were  stated  to  be  based  upon  the  information  of  others,  and  of  coarse  we  coald 
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strike  do  man's  name  upon  that  evidence.  If  we  had  had  time  we  would  have  gone 
over  those  other  300,  bnt  the  time  that  we  took  to  get  out  the  voters*  list  gave  ua 
jQst  the  smallest  margin — we  just  did  get  through. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  have  clerks  to  do  that? — A.  Yes,  sir;  as  many  as  we  could  work. 

Q.  Could  you  not  have  allowed  the  clerks  to  do  that  and  you  gone  on  with  the 
inrestigationsf — A.  No,  sir;  that  list  had  to  be  arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  which 
was  very  difficult  to  do,  and  it  took  a  great  deal  of  labor  to  correct  any  mistake 
thst  was  made  after  the  list  was  completed.  There  are  11  precinctM  in  the  county 
ud  a  list  had  to  be  made  for  each  precinct.  In  a  few  cases,  where  they  maintained 
that  they  would  produce  other  evidence^  we  held  them  open  and  I  think  we  struck 
one. 

Q.  Ton  did  not  go  to  examining  any  until  after  about  five  days  after  you  took 
Tour  books f — A.  About  four. 

Q.  Ad<1  st-opped  four  or  live  days  previous  to  the  election f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(4.  And  on  tl^ose  days  you  did  work  you  did  not  do  much  workf — ^A.  We  worked 
coDtinnontly,  and  it  took  a  great  deal  of  hard  work. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  hear  the  majority  of  the  cases  within  three  or  four  daysf — A. 
No. sir;  ifthev  succeeded  in  getting  on  the  list  it  was  very  difficult  to  get  them  off, 
le^^ftl  or  illegal.  You  do  not  understand  the  difficulty  in  getting  evidence  in  so  many 
caws. 

^.  Don't  you  know  that  a  good  many  A.  P.  A.'s  in  Augusta  supported  Major 
Black  f — A.  I  do  not  know  it.  I  do  know  that  the  A.  P.  A.'s,  as  an  organization,  sup- 
p<»rted  Mr.  Watson. 

(j.  Do  yon  know  if  they  passed  resolutions  to  support  him,  or  that  large  numbers 
of  the  A.  P  A.*s  voted  for  himf — A.  I  don't  know  either  of  my  own  knowledge, 
except  from  what  I  saw  in  statements  in  the  Eagle. 

Q.  Do  you  claim  that  yon  are  the  proper  custodian  of  that  default  list  and  of  that 
list  furnished  yon  by  the  tax  collector? — A.  Certainly. 

(^.  And  that  list,  or  copies  of  it,  inust  be  Hied  with  the  ordrnaryf — A.  No,  sir; 
the  law  does  not  direct  the  filing  with  the  ordinary  of  the  default  list. 

Q.  Vou  are  going  to  keep  those  lists  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<i.  What  is  your  construction  of  that? — A.  The  law  requires  that  they  be  filed 
vith  the  board  of  registrars,  and  makes  no  provision  thereafter  for  taking  them  out 
of  the  bands  of  the  board  of  registrars. 

^.  Dt>  you  file  with  .Judge  Eve,  the  Judge  of  the  citv  court,  any  list  of  voters? — 
A.  For  the  purpose  of  the  election  I  tnru  over  to  him  tlie  lists  as  maile  out;  and  we 
fileil  certified  copies  of  them  with  the  ordinary. 

Q.  About  those  approaches :  don't  you  know  that  while  there  used  to  be  approaches 
aronnd  some  of  those  polls,  they  never  were  erected  so  high,  and  with  such  a  com- 
plete cotting  off  of  the  view  ? — A.  I  have  seen  them  higher  and  lower.  I  sup  nose 
that  is  governed  by  the  taste  of  the  man  that  constructs  them.  They  have  been 
tued  ever  since  I  have  any  knowledge  of  politics,  for  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years. 

Q.  Who  control  those  approaches;  do  not  the  police,  who  are  Democrats? — A.  Sev- 
eral of  the  police  are  Populists. 

Q.  Very  few,  are  there  not? — A.  Are  a  great  many  more  on  the  force  than  I  think 
onj^ht  to  be  on  there. 

^.  Don't  yon  know  that  the  direction  and  control  of  those  approaches  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Democrats,  and  that  they  simply  permitted  the  Populists  to  go  in  and 
exclnded  them  when  thejr  wanted  to? — A.  The  police  of  Augusta  are  not  allowed  to 
participate  in  any  political  organization.  Or  course,  they  can  vote  according  to 
their  convictions,  but  they  will  be  and  have  beeu  dismissed  for  participating  too 
freely  in  politics.  Of  course  the  polls,  as  yon  say,  are  in  charge  of  the  authorities  of 
Richmond  Connty  and  the  city  of  Augusta. 

Q.  Has  not  Mr.  Will  D'Antignac  been  appointed  a  deputy  sheriff  since  the  last 
Bpeeisl  election ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
^th  of  Mr.  Henry  F.  Campbell.  Mr.  D'Antignac  belongs  to  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent families  in  our  city,  and  has  been  for  years  a  most  trusted  employee  of  one  of 
the  largest  cotton  honses  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  and  has  been  in  the  employ  of  a 
Urge  Northern  house. 

Q.  You  would  call  him  one  of  your  representative  men  here? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  a 
high-toned  citizen. 

Q.  You  spoke  about  the  custom  of  having  headquarters  near  the  polls?— A.  Yes, 
ur. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  the  Populist  partv  had  headquarters  right  at  the  polls  like  the 
Democratic  party? — A.  I  do  not.  The  Democrats  went  early  in  the  campaign  and 
KDted  the  Closest  headquarters  they  could  get.  It  gives  some  advantage  to  be  close 
to  the  polls.    You  have  less  distance  to  accompany  your  voters. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  been  in  those  headquarters  during  the  progress  of  elections?— A» 
I  was  not  in  a  single  one  during  this  special  election. 
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Q.  What  about  previouB  years — 1892  and  1894  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  would  they  do  in  there f — ^A.  They  would  bring  the  voters  there;  give 
them  their  ballots,  especially  those  negroes  who  could  not  read;  a  man  goes  along 
to  see  that  his  ballot  is  not  taken  from  him;  he  is  accompanied  to  the  polls,  where  bo 
deposits  his  ballot.    Sometimes  a  barbecue  or  lunch  is  served  there. 

Q.  Do  they  dispense  whisky  to  them  there f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  not  seen  whisky  given  since  1892  or  1894  at  allf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  them  paid  money  in  1892,  1894,  or  1895  f 

(Contestee's  counsel  objects  to  the  evidence  being  now  sought  from  this  witness, 
as  irrelevant,  in  regard  to  the  elections  of  1892  and  1894.) 

Witness.  1  saw  no  money  used  in  the  election  of  1895  fur  Congressman  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  money  used  in  the  Congressional  election  of  1894  ? — A.  Well, 
since  the  conduct  of  that  election  could  not  possibly  affect  the  results  in  this  contest, 
I  do  not  see  the  relevancy  of  your  question,  and  therefore  decline  to  answer  it. 

(Contestee's  counsel  objects  again  to  question  in  regard  to  the  elections  of  1892  or 
1894  as  being  entirely  irrelevant.) 

Witness  (continuing).  1  was  at  the  Fourth  Ward  polls,  at  the  Fifth  Ward  polls, 
at  the  1269  district  pofls,  and  at  the  Second  Ward  polls  during  the  election  of  18%, 
and  saw  no  money  used.  I  was  not  there  for  any  time,  because  my  duty  required 
me  to  bt)  here  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  certificates  of  correction  of  any  errors 
that  might  appear  in  the  voters'  list;  and  in  the  afternoon,  finding  that  there  were 
only  12  or  15  of  those  issued,  I  got  in  a  bnggy  and  drove  to  those  polls,  and  there  I 
saw  no  money  used. 

Q.  As  I  understood  yon,  in  the  election  of  1895,  you  took  no  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  election  on  that  day  because  of  the  official  position  you  held  as  regis- 
trar?— A.  Neither  did  I  take  any  part  in  the  election  before  that  day.  I  was  not  a 
factor  in  it  at  all. 

Q.  In  the  election  of  1894  you  did  not  take  an  interest  and  an  active  part  in  the 
campaign,  as  I  understand  youf  I  will  explain:  Mr.  Watson  charges  in  his  notice 
of  contest  that  the  same  methods  that  were  used  to  defeat  him  in  1892  and  1894  were 
adopted  in  1895,  with  practically  the  same  men  conducting  the  election ;  that  the 
election  of  1895  is  to  be  construed  in  the  light  of  the  elections  of  1892  and  1^4. 
Hence,  we  think  it  entirely  pertinent  to  fuller  disclose  the  method  and  conduct  of 
the  elections  of  1892  and  1894,  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  ask  yon  what  dispens- 
ing of  money  you  saw  in  1892  and  in  1894  f 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  any  evidence  being  introduced  as  to  the  election  of 
1892,  the  contest  in  that  case  having  been  already  adjudicated  by  Congress  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Black,  the  Democratic  candidate.  As  there  was  no  election  in  1894,  evidence 
on  that  subject  would  be  entirely  irrelevant.) 

Witness.  I  believe  I  understand  your  statement  of  Mr.  Watson's  pleading.  I  think 
it  is  surplusage. 

Q.  You  still  decline  to  answer  itf — A.  I  will  say  this — I  do  not  see  wherein  any- 
thing that  may  have  occurred  in  a  previous  election  can  affect  Mr.  Watson's  inter- 
ests in  the  present  contest.  I  will  also  say  this — that  I  bought  no  votes  personally, 
and  I  do  not  care  to  have  my  own  time  consumed  here  by  answering  a  lot  of  ques- 
tions that  would  be  induced  by  my  answer  to  your  present  question  as  propounded. 
I  therefore  decline  to  answer  it. 

Q.  Then  you  positively  decline  to  tell  me  whether  yon  saw  any  buying  of  votes  at 
the  elections  of  1892  and  1894? 

(Contestee's  counsel  objects  again  and  again  to  counsel  for  contestant  propound- 
ing inquiries  in  reference  to  the  elections  of  1892  and  1894,  and  urges  that  the  same, 
being  entirely  irrelevant,  should  not  be  answered.) 

Witness.  I  repeat  that  while  I  would  not  decline  to  answer  any  question  that 
would  affect  the  interests  of  either  party  in  this  contest,  I  decline  to  answer  that 
question,  because  it  could  not  possibly  have  any  relevance  to  the  real  issue  involved 
in  this  contest. 

Q.  What  headquarters  did  the  Populists  have  in  the  Second  Ward? — A.  I  don't 
know.  I  don't  tnink  there  are  any  Populists  in  the  Second  Ward;  no  more  than 
would  be  counted  as  scattering  in  other  elections.  There  was  very  little  necessity 
for  headquarters  in  that  ward. 

Q.  Where  were  their  headquarters  in  the  Fourth  Wardf — ^A.  I  don't  know  any- 
thing about  that.  I  don't  know  where  the  Democratic  headquarters  were,  and  I 
don't  know  whether  they  had  one  or  not.  As  I  say,  I  really  knew  nothing  about  the 
management  of  the  campaign. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  fact  that  most  of  the  employees  of  the  railroads  and  fac- 
tories are  white,  as  a  rule? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  There  are  a  good  many  substantial,  while  poor,  white  people  laboring  on  rail- 
roads and  in  the  ractories? — A.  There  are  a  great  many  good  pieople  that  are  poor 
laboring  on  railroads.    I  don't  know  that  my  answer  will  affect  Congress  much,  but 
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•t  the  same  time  I  desire  to  be  understood  in  saying  that  I  don't  tliink  a  man's  pov- 
erty is  against  him. 

Q.  Yoo  stated  in  your  direct  examination  that  you  heard  Mr.  Watson's  speech  at 
the  court-honse,  in  which  yon  think  his  lanffaage  implied  a  boycott.  Is  it  not  a  mat- 
ter of  fact  that  he  stated  he  did  not  think  there  ought  to  be  any  boycott? — A.  Yes; 
he  said  it. 

i^.  Has  he  not  done  so  over  his  own  signature  time  and  time  again  t — A.  I  have  not 
seeo  that. 

Q.  Don't  yon  read  his  paper? — A.  Yes,  sir;  sometimes.  I  heard  Mr.  Watson  in  his 
speech  here  say  he  did  not  favor  a  boycott  himself,  but  he  said  very  significantly, 
''Hut  I  don't  own  the  boys/'  with  the  emphasis  on  '*the  boys."  I  thought  that 
expression  was  intended  to  satisfy  both  phases  of  opinion  of  the  question  of  a  boy- 
cott. It  was  intended  for  those  who  were  opposed  to  a  boycott  that  he  was  also 
opposed,  and  at  the  same  time  not  calculated  to  discourage  those  who  were  resorting 
to  that  method.  In  other  words,  if  there  was  any  detriment  to  result  from  his  advo- 
cacy of  a  boycott,  he  sought  to  evade  it,  but  if  there  were  any  benetits  to  be  derived 
from  the  cry  of  boycott,  he  did  not  desire  to  refuse  it.  I  thought  it  was  a  very  clever 
little  speech,  but  not  a  very  commendable  one. 

Q.  You  thought  you  read  between  the  lines  what  he  did  not  say  in  his  language. 
Don't  you  know  that  he  has  said  time  and  time  and  agaiu  that  he  was  opposed  to  a 
boycott? — ^A.  I  would  suppose  Tom  would  say  that.  I  mention  only,  however,  that 
in  his  speech  here  he  maae  the  statement  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  boycott,  but  that 
he  did  not  own  the  boys,  together  with  my  owu  construction  of  that  sentence. 

(^.  Yon  stated  in  your  direct  examination  that  the  better  class  of  negroes  sup- 
ported Major  lilack. — A.  I  think  with  absolute  unanimity. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  and  standing  of  W.  .1.  White? — A.  He  is  a  very  promi- 
nent colored  preacher  here,  and  publishes  a  newspaper. 

Q.  Did  he  support  Major  Black? — A.  I  don't  know;  nor  do  I  know  anything  about 
White  beyond  what  I  have  stated. 

Q.  1  see  you  get  this  kind  of  an  impression  from  what  Mr.  Watson  said  about 
Judge  Speer  and  Booker  Washington  speakin:;  at  the  Atlanta  Exposition — that  he 
had  criticised  the  exposition  management  for  inviting  them.  Was  it  not  a  matter  of 
iict  that  he  was  simply  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Democrats  had  accused 
him  of  leaning  toward  Republicanism  and  carrying  his  party  toward  Republicanism, 
whereas  now  they  were  doing  the  same  thing? — A.  I  thmk  he  criticised  the  manage- 
ment for  permitting  a  Republican  and  a  negro  to  take  a  prominent  part. 

Q.  Was  not  that  simply  as  a  comparison  of  what  they  oad  accused  him  of  doing? 
Did  you  hear  his  entire  speech? — A.  I  did  not  ntop  except  for  a  short  time,  and  then 
I  went  away.  But  I  understood  him  as  criticising  the  management  in  Atlanta  and 
holding  the  Democratic  party  in  some  measure  responsible  for  it  in  permitting  Judge 
Speer  and  this  negro  to  take  that  prominent  part.  Just  what  his  language  was  I  do 
not  recall. 
Q.  Did  yon  hear  it? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  all  of  his  speech? — A.  Some  portions  of  it  I  did  not  hear  at  all. 
^.  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  fact  that  in  examining  those  suspects  that  where  you 
thought  the  party  was  a  Democrat  that  yon  and  Dr.  Mclnnes  were  not  zealous  to 
hive  his  disqualification  found  out? — A.  No,  sir.  Let  me  say  in  reference  to  that, 
we  refused  to  allow  Democrats  to  qualify  themselves  and  remain  on  the  list — and 
prominent  Democrats.  We  refused  to  permit  them  to  pay  their  taxes,  and  thus 
qualify,  after  the  registration  had  closed.  They  were  on  the  registry  list  and  regis- 
tered; and  they  were  clearly  shown  to  have  neglected  the  payment  of  their  taxes. 

Q.  You  don't  take  anv  credit  Air  that?— A.  It  was  permitted  in  some  of  the  other 
eonntiee;  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  some  good  lawyers  here  that  ^e  should  have 
allowed  them  to  do  it;  that  under  the  registration  bill  if  a  person  registered  and 
rabsequently  paid  their  taxes  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  remain.  One  man  had 
drawn  his  check  and  given  it  to  his  clerk  to  pay  his  taxes,  but  the  clerk  did  not  do 
it.  We  held  that  to  allow  him  to  do  so  after  the  list  had  closed  would  be  equivalent 
to  allowing  him  to  register  over  again.  A  farmer  up  in  the  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teenth district  had  instructed  his  cotton  factor  to  pay  his  taxes,  and  he  promised  to 
do  bo;  and  in  a  short  time  the  farmer  came  down  and  registered  and  swore  that  his 
taxes  were  paid.  The  disqualified  list  showed  that  he  had  not  paid  his  taxes.  We 
bad  him  snmmoned  before  us  and  he  made  that  statement.  He  was  a  prominent 
Democrat. 

Q.  Are  you  not  mistaken  about  Mr.  Murphey  withdrawing  his  lists? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
he  did  it  in  the  presence  of  nearly  50  people. 

Q.  Did  you  not  take  that  registration  list,  and  every  one  whom  you  knew  to  be 
Populists  cite  to  appear  ? — A.  No,  sir.  We  cited  no  man  to  appear  who  did  not  appear 
00  the  disqualified  list  or  was  challenged. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Hargraves  object  to  signing  that  list?— A.  On  the  contrary,  he  said 
it  was  correct.    He  stated  that  the  Populists  h  ad  been  to  him  and  told  him  that  he  was 
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not  objecting  enongh,  and  he  said  to  me  that  if  it  made  no  difference  he  would  not 
sign  it.  I  said:  "Mr.  Hargruves,  if  the  list  is  not  correct,  you  onght  not  to  sign  it; 
hnt  if  it  is  correct,  von  should  sign  it.  If  there  are  any  doubts  in  yonr  mind  as  to 
the  correctness  of  tbe  list,  I  will  turn  oyer  to  you  all  these  clerks  and  you  can  check 
it  again."  He  said,  '<No ;  it  is  a  correct  list.*'  He  said,  laughingly,  '<My  party  have 
been  after  me  because  I  have  not  done  any  objecting,  and  I  just  thought  I  woald 
make  this  objection."  I  then  said,  "If  you  dou't  think  it  is  correct,  you  should  not 
sign  it ;  but  if  you  do,  you  should.''  I  am  speaking  of  the  correctness  of  the  list  in 
its  fullest  sense,  and  Mr.  Hargraves  signed  it  without  objection  other  than  that.  I 
simply  made  to  him  the  explanation  I  make  to  you.  I  am  not  so  sure  that  he  was 
serious.  He  stated  that  laughingly  somewhat.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was 
serious  at  the  time  or  not. 

Q.  Was  not  what  Mr.  Murphey  said  in  withdrawing  his  lists  this,  that  he  could  not 
say  of  his  own  knowledge  that  those  were  illegal  voters f — A.  He  was  confronted 
with  the  fact  that  he  did  not  know  the  facts  stated  in  his  affidavit,  of  his  own  per- 
sonal knowledge,  and  was  then  asked  if  that  was  true  in  reference  to  the  rest.  He 
said  he  knew  nothing  at  all  of  his  own  personal  knowledge,  and  simply  made  those 
statements  on  information  that  had  been  fumiRhed  him.  I  then  asked  him  if  he 
wanted  to  continue  them,  and  he  said,  *'No;  I  withdraw  them." 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Bryan  Lawrence  and  Collins  come  in  with  each  of  the  suspected 
voters  and  help  them  make  a  showing? — A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Collins  was  present  at  the 
examination  of  Mr.  Murphey.  The  crowds  there  were  very  thick.  We  had  an  officer 
at  the  door,  guarding  tlie  approach  to  the  door;  the  door  was  open:  in  fact  there 
were  two  doors  open.  As  we  would  reach  a  name  we  would  call  it,  and  it  would  be 
sounded  by  the  person  at  the  door;  then  he  would  admit  that  party  and  nobody  else 
with  him,  and  in  no  instance  would  anybody  bring  anybody  else  in  there. 

Redirect  examination  by  Mr.  Cohkx  : 

Q.  1  understood  you  to  say  in  your  cross-examination  that  the  entire  list  of  chal- 
lenged nnmes  was  passed  nponf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  asked  directly  as  to  tbe  polities  of  Mr.  Jesse  Thompson,  who  appeared 
as  one  of  the  challengers.  Do  you  know  how  his  politics  are  regarded  by  Mr.  Wat- 
son f — A.  Oh,  yes ;  I  know  that  from  having  heard  Mr.  Watson  tay  it  or  from  reading 
Mr.  Watson's  utterances.  I  know  it  from  Mr.  Watson's  very  clever  satire  on  Mr. 
Thompson,  which  I  can  give  yon.  I  known  Mr.  Watson's  impressions  of  Mr.  Thomp- 
son from  having  read  the  following  article  in  Mr.  Watson's  paper,  namely  the  Peo- 
ple's Party  Paper,  published  at  Atlanta,  Oa.,  bearing  date  of  October  11, 1895. 

Witness  reads  the  following,  which  is  hereto  attached : 

AS  TO  JESSE  THOMPSON. 

Mr.  Jesse  Thompson  in  speaking  of  the  election  said:  **  I  have  always  felt  confi- 
dent that  if  the  people  were  left  alone  to  vote  as  they  wished  that  Watson  would 
be  defeated.  Mr.  Watson  is  undoubtedly  a  bright  and  brainy  man.  but  something 
of  an  uncertain  quantity.  He  may  promise  you  to  do  a  certain  thing,  but  you  can 
never  feel  that  he  will  do  it.  In  my  opinion  he  is  too  tricky  to  ever  have  a  winning 
hold  on  the  people  of  the  district." — Augusta  Herald. 

Well,  I  do  declare !  Is  that  you,  Jesse,  talking  that  way f  Watson  is  an ''uncer- 
tain quantity,"  is  hef 

"Something  of  an  uncertain  qnantity"  yourself,  aint  yon,  Jessef 

The  Democrats  had  to  swear  out  a  search  warrant  during  the  campaign  to  ascer- 
tain where  you  were  at,  didn't  they,  Jessef 

Nearly  every  week  a  seining  party  had  to  seine  the  pond  to  see  if  yon  were  still 
there,  didn't  they,  Jessef 

And  you  had  to  publish  ''cards"  to  explain  "  where  Jeaae  Thompeon  is  in  this 
oaoonaign,"  didn't  you,  Jessef 

When  did  Watson's  friends  or  enemies  ever  find  him  hard  to  locate,  Jessef 

"Tricky,"  eh f 

What  sort  of  tricks,  Jessef 

And  what  broken  promises  can  you  trace  to  him  f 

I  say,  Jesse,  are  yon  the  ms^n  who  furnished  money  to  start  a  "  Populist"  daily  in 
Augusta  f 

Or  was  it  some  other  Jesse  Thompson  who  is  "tricky "and  "something  of  an 
uncertain  qnantity" f 

You  want  to  be  mayor  of  Augusta,  don't  you.  Jessef 

And  you  think  that  you  succeeded  in  using  tne  Populists  to  force  a  good  trade  oat 
of  the  Democrats,  don't  you,  Jessef 

And  you  imagine  that  nobody  saw  clean  through  you,  don't  you,  Jeaae  f 

Was  it  von,  Jesse,  who  carried  that  list  of  1,200  fraudulent  Democratic  reeistra- 
tions  to  tne  registrars  and  demanded  that  they  be  stricken  f  Was  it  yon  who  uiieat- 
ened  to  work  against  Black  if  those  names  were  not  stricken  f    Was  it  you  who 
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voted  for  Blaok  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  not  a  single  one  of  those  names  were  stricken  t 
Was  it  you  frho  signed  that  letter  with  brave  Georse  Murphy  demanding  an 
honest  election,  and  then  traded  around  until  yon  bobbed  up  serenely  on  the  other 
side  of  the  fences  f 
'*  Tricky/'  did  yon  say  f    And  **  something  of  an  uncertain  quantity'' t 
*'  He  may  promise  you  to  do  a  certain  things  bnt  you  can  never  feel  that  he  will 
do  it." 
Did  yon  really  utter  these  unconsciously  self-photographio  words,  Jesse  f 
It  seems  to  me,  Jesse,  that  a  man  who  in  the  short  space  of  one  campaign  could 
help  famish  cash  to  establish  a  Populist  daily  paper;  then  help  organize  the  A.  P.  A. 
to  tight  the  Catholic  ring ;  then  publish  a  long  communication  demanding  that  an 
honest  election  be  bold;  then  hand  in  a  list  of  1,200  fraudulent  Democratic  votes 
and  threaten  U>  bolt  if  they  were  not  stricken ;  and  then  wind  up  after  the  election 
as  a  rampant  ringster,  ready  to  hit  a  man  whom  you  consider  down— exhibits  a 
calico-pony  variety  of  character  which  the  hasty  judgment  of  the  uncharitable 
might  describe  as  ''something  of  an  uncertain  quantity /^even  though  not  positively 
"  tricky." 

To  go  out  of  one's  way  to  hit  a  man  when  he  is  down,  Jesse,  has  never  been  con- 
sidered an  act  of  particular  gallantry. 

But  to  hit  a  man,  thinking  he  is  down,  when  really  he  is  in  first-class  condition  to 
get  up  and  smash  your  jaw,  and  then  langh  at  you,  makes  the  ungallant  assailant 
not  only  contemptible  but  ridicnlons. 

Let  me  give  you  a  piece  of  advice,  Jesse:  if  there  is  some  ingrained  cowardice  in 
your  nature  which  gives  you  a  morbid  inclination  to  "kick  a  dead  lion,"  be  certain 
that  the  animal  is  dead  before  you  kick. 
T%y  ia,  Jease. 

T.  E.  W. 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Cohen.)  If  you  needed  any  additional  reason  outside  of  doing  your 
duty  to  purge  the  list  of  all  irregularities,  you  say  you  got  that  information  Irom 
Major  Black? — A.  M%j or  Black  told  me  that  he  desired  that  the  most  careful  and 
rigid  attention  be  paid  to  the  legality  of  the  voters  registered 

Q.  Please  state  what  was  the  temper  of  the  local  press  at  that  time  in  reference  to 
that  work. — A.  It  was  urging  the  same  thing. 

Q.  The  local  Democratic  press f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  all  other  press. 

Q.  Did  not  the  filing  of  tne  challenges  claiming  that  the  challengers  had  investi- 
gated those  illegally  restored  relieve  the  registrars  from  going  into  the  list  gener- 
ally, the  presumption  being  that  the  names  on  the  list  were  properly  there,  ana  gave 
to  the  registrars  the  right  to  presume  that  the  patriotic  gentlemen  who  were  engaged 
in  attempting  to  purify  the  list  had  placed  upon  the  list  of  challenges  every  name 
that  could  evoke  the  slightest  suspicion  f — A.  We  thought  they  had  certainly  filed 
with  us  the  name  of  every  man  on  the  registry  list  that  they  could  possibly  conjure 
Qp.  Nevertheless,  as  a  matter  of  extra  precaution  to  ourbclves,  we  made  a  careful 
comparison  of  the  list  of  voters  with  the  disqualified  list,  and  a  great  many  of  the 
names  that  were  passed  upon  as  being  illegally  registered  were  those  names  sug- 
^ted  in  that  ^ay.  and  with  which  the  patriotic  investigators  had  nothing  to  do. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  did  they  not  challenge  a  great  many  who  were  not  on  the 
list  at  allf — A.  Yes.  sir;  a  large  number. 

Q.  Did  they  challenge  any  but  Republican  votes? — A.  Their  challenges  were  con- 
fined entirely  and  ezclnsively  to  the  colored  people,  who  belong  to  the  Republican 
party,  as  a  rule. 

Recross-examinatioli  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq, : 

Q.  I  Just  want  to  ask  you  if  you  saw  any  repeating  done  in  1892  or  1894? 

(Conteetee's  counsel  object  to  this  question,  because  the  election  of  1892  has  already 
beim  investigated  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  the  result  of  that  inves- 
tigation j^ave  the  seat  to  Major  Black,  the  Democratic  nominee.  That  there  was  no 
election  in  1894,  the  result  of  that  election  having  been  voluntarily  set  aside  by  both 
candidates,  and  therefore  any  evidence  in  regard  to  1892  or  1894  is  irrelevant.) 

Witness.  I  was  all  day  long  at  the  Fifth  Ward  polls.  I  don't  think  there  was 
any  repeating  done  there.  In  fact,  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  charges  made  of 
repeating  at  the  Fifth  Ward.  I  know  that  I  repeated  no  votes,  and  took  no  part 
in  any  repeating,  and  1  have  no  knowledge  of  any  conduct  or  that  kind.  Still, 
I  want  to  decline  answering  the  question,  for  the  reason  that  I  do  not  think  it  x>orti- 
nent  to  the  issues  in  this  contest. 

P.  J.  Sullivan. 

8wom  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  BarroWi 
Kotary  PuHic,  Bichmond  Countyf  Ga, 

Adjourned  to  Saturday,  January  18, 1896. 
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Saturday,  Jammarif  IS. 
Present  for  contestaDt,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  pi'esent  for  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq. 

CLIFFORD  A.  STEED,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  Bfr.  J.  R.  Lamar  : 

Q.  What  is  your  position  in  this  county! — A.  I  am  the  assistant  to  the  tax 
receiver,  my  father,  and  do  his  clerical  work  in  the  spring  and  snmmer,  and  hare 
been  assistant  to  the  tax  collector  in  the  fall. 

Q.  How  long  has  this  position  been  held  by  youf — A.  Since  1891. 

Q.  In  what  part  of  the  county  do  you  livef — A.  In  the  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
third  district. 

Q.  Where  is  that  district  with  reference  to  the  city  f — A.  It  is  on  the  sontheastem 
Bide. 

Q.  How  close  to  the  city  is  itf — A.  It  adjoins  the  city.  The  city  in  extending  its 
line  took  in  a  portion  of  it,  so  it  just  pushes  the  district  proper  back  that  much 
farther. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  that  might  be  called  suburbs  of  the  city  in  that  district  f— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  Nellieville,  an  incorporated  village;  Harrisonville,  also  an  incorporated 
village. 

Q.  What  would  yon  state  as  to  the  density  of  the  population  of  that  district  com- 
pared with  the  other  districts  in  the  county  f — A.  That  is  the  largest  district  in  the 
county  in  population. 

Q.  What  would  you  estimate  would  be  the  voting  strength  of  that  district  outside 
of  the  question  of  taxation — simply  the  number  of  men  tuere  that  are  in  a  position 
to  qualify  to  vote? — A.  Between  1,500  and  2,000. 

Q.  You  said  you  were  part  of  the  time  the  assistant  to  the  tax  collector?— A. 
Tes,  sir. 

Q.  By  virtue  of  that  position  what  duties,  if  any,  do  you  have  to  perform  in  the 
registration  of  voters  f — A.  I  administer  the  oath,  see  that  they  sign  their  names  to 
the  oath,  and  see  if  they  owe  any  taxes  and  give  them  a  receipt  for  the  same  when 
paid. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  assistants  to  the  tax  collector? — A.  Yes,  sir;  four  or  five. 

Q.  Where  was  this  registration  hadf — A.  In  the  court-house  and  elsewhere  in 
the  county ;  in  the  different  wards  of  the  city  and  the  different  districts  of  the 
county. 

Q.  What  was  the  principal  place  of  registration? — A.  The  court-house. 

Q.  Were  those  other  places  open  all  the  time? — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  all  the  time. 

Q.  How  late  in  the  registration  was  it  before  these  other  places  were  opened?— A. 
I  think  it  was  the  last  ten  days,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Q.  What  per  cent  of  the  total  registration  was  made  here  at  the  court-house,  do 
von  suppose? — A.  Of  course,  the  great  majority  of  it  was  here  at  the  court-house. 
Nearly  all  of  it. 

Q.  You  had  more  assistance  here? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  is  more  centrally  located? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  was  generally  understood  to  be  tne  place  where  the  registration  took 
place? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  These  other  places  were  simply  opened  for  convenience? — A.  Yes,  sir;  so  that 
voters  who  did  not  have  time  or  could  not  get  to  the  court-house 

Q.  Does  the  law  authorize  the  opening  of  such  outside  offices? — A.  It  does.  It  is 
in  the  discretion  of  the  tax  collector. 

Q.  Was  the  registration  toward  tl^e  close  fast  and  crowded  at  the  court-house  here, 
or  was  it  slow? — A.  It  was  crowded.  That  was  the  reason  for  the  opening  of  the 
other  offices,  to  facilitate  those  that  had  to  wait  here. 

Q.  What  is  the  custom  of  voters  in  registering— do  they  register  when  the  books 
are  first  opened,  or  do  they  postpone  it? — A.  Almost  invariably  they  postpone  it  until 
nearly  the  last  day,  and  lots  of  them  do  uot  get  registered  on  that  account. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  experience  of  the  county  officers  in  the  past  on  that  same 
thing? — A.  I  recollect  on  one  occasion  at  the  close  of  the  registration  there  were 
hundreds  standing  at  the  door  there  who  could  not  get  in. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  In  the  year  1891. 

Q.  And  it  was  to  avoid  anything  of  that  kind  that  those  other  offices  were  opened  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  good  deal  has  been  said  here  as  to  the  claim  that  there  were  fraudulent  regis- 
trations. I  will  ask  you  to  state  fully  what  was  the  conduct  of  the  officers  in  the 
tax  collector's  office,  and  what  efforts  were  made  to  secure  only  a  fair  and  legal  regis- 
tration; and  generally  to  state  your  experience  in  that  office  in  connection  with  tost 
business. — A.  We  carry  on  the  office  perfectly  neutral.  We  know  no  man  as  to  partj 
politics  when  they  come  in  to  register.  We  would  ask  them  the  proper  questions, 
regardless  of  party,  as  to  when  they  came  herci  how  long  they  had  been  living  here, 
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orelM  we  wonld  look  them  up.  We  woald  see  if  they  had  paid  their  taxes.  Some 
we  kuew,  of  course,  and  we  questioned  them  co  see  that  they  were  eligible  before 
we  allowed  them  to  register. 

Q.  Did  you  take  the  answer  of  the  intending  voter  as  final  evidence  of  its  truth  f — 
A.  Not  always. 

Q.  What  was  your  ex|)erience  in  that  connection? — A.  In  the  first  place,  when  a 
party  offered  to  register  that  we  thought  either  too  young  or  too  old,  we  questioned 
aim;  and  if  we  fonud  out  or  thought  that  he  was  not  and  had  no  evidence,  we  turned 
him  down.  They  objected  very  often  tu  being  turned  down,  stating  that  what  they 
said  was  true,  and  we  would  tell  them  that  there  was  another  recourse,  and  that  we 
would  take  the  responsibility  of  turning  them  down, 
(j.  What  was  that  recourse? — A.  That  they  could  go  before  the  registrars. 
Q.  What  power  did  the  registrars  havef — ^A.  They  had  the  power  to  examine  them 
ftod  put  their  name  on  the  list  if  they  found  them  eligible. 

Q.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  you  had  declined  to  put  them  on  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
The  board  had  the  further  right  to  strike  them  off  if  we  had  put  them  there  improp* 
erly,  or  if  names  had  gotten  there  in  uny  way  that  were  not  eligible ;  it  was  their 
duty  to  strike  them  off  if  they  were  not. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  were  careful  of  your  JEiction,  regardless  of  the  politics  of  the  man 
presenting  himself  for  registration,  in  determiningwhether  or  not  he  was  eligible? — 
A.  Yes, sir;  we  determined  that  in  various  ways.  We  have  been  carrying  on  registra- 
tion since  18S8  in  this  county,  and  we  have  registration  books  going  back  to  that 
time.  Also,  we  look  for  the  man's  name  and  finaif  it  was  correct  as  to  the  amount  of 
taxes  he  paid.    And  then  we  had  full  charge  of  the  registration  in  1892. 

Q.  About  how  many  were  there  registered  in  1892? — A.  Something  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  9,600.    It  was  in  that  neighborhood. 

Q.  That  meant  that  9,600  people  had  paid  ther  taxes?— A.  There  were  9,600  eli- 
gible at  that  time.  So,  when  a  man  presented  himself  for  registration,  we  went  back 
on  our  registration  books  for  each  year,  and  where  we  found  nis  name  he  was  eligible 
up  to  that  time.  We  were  liable  for  the  taxes  if  we  allowed  him  to  register  up  to 
that  time.  We  always  consider  that  registration,  and  did  not  ask  him  questions 
back  of  that. 

Q.  What  do  yon  mean  by  saying  that  yon  were  liable  for  the  taxes? — A.  Under  the 
old  law  we  were  liable  if  we  allowed  them  to  register  without  paying  their  taxes; 
the  tax  collector  was  required  to  collect  the  taxes.  The  responsibility  was  on  hia 
Bhoolders. 

Q.  And  he  had  to  account  for  the  taxes  of  every  man  on  the  registration  list 
whether  he  paid  it  or  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  a  certain  degree.  In  other  words,  it  was 
between  him  and  that  man.  It  was  for  the  man  to  show  that  his  taxes  were  paid, 
snd  we  always  questioned  them  thoroughly  before  we  allowed  them  to  register.  In 
the  last  election  we  did  the  same  as  was  the  custom  before ;  although,  in  that  elec- 
tion, the  registers  in  some  of  the  counties  did  very  little  of  that,  I  think.  They  did 
not  question  a  man  aa  to  his  taxes.  In  some  of  the  other  counties  they  Just  swore 
them,  and  if  the  man  took  the  oath  he  was  allowed  to  register.  We  did  not  do  that. 
We  looked  him  up  in  the  books,  and  if  we  found  he  was  not  eligible  we  turned  him 
down  invariably. 

Q.  As  the  resalt  of  this  sifting  which  yon  say  yon  put  these  voters  through  before 
Allowing  them  registration,  how  did  the  registry  list  of  1895  compare  with  the  num- 
ber roistered  in  1892? — A.  It  was  a  great  deal  less  in  1895. 
Q.  ^lan  in  1892? — A.  Yes,  sir;  2.300  less,  or  in  that  neighborhood. 
Q.  I  don't  believe  it  is  claimed  tnat  you  allowed  anybody  to  register  without  pay- 
ing bis  taxes;  there  is  no  evidence  introduced  on  that  point.  But  it  is  claimed  that 
joa  and  the  other  oflScers  there  allowed  a  large  number  of  men  to  register  as  21  who 
were  under  that  age  and  very  much  over  that  age.  Will  you  please  state  at  length 
what  von  did  with  reference  to  that  question  ? — A.  As  to  that,  when  a  man  presented 
himself  and  said  he  waa  21  years  of  age,  we  always  looked  at  the  registry  lists  of 
previous  years  to  see  if  he  had  register^  during  any  of  the  years  since  we  have  bee» 
carrying  on  registration.  We  examined  those  closely,  and  if  we  found  him  on  any 
of  those  lists  we  made  him  pay  poll  tax  up  to  the  present  time.  In  many  cases  they 
contended  that  they  were  only  21  years  of  age,  and  yet  we  charged  them  poll  tax  for 
the  years  before  or  two  years  before,  as  we  saw  from  the  books.  But  he  appeared  as 
21  on  the  list. 

Q.  Notwithstanding  that  fact,  yon  charged  him  the  poll  tax? — A.  Yes,  sir.  In 
lome  cases  they  could  have  registered  as  older  than  that.  We  would  say,  ''Yon 
most  be  older  than  you  claim,  and  yon  must  have  told  us  the  truth  before."  He 
would  contend  that  he  was  not.  We  would  register  him  as  21,  according  to  his  tes- 
timony at  that  time,  but  at  the  same  time  we  made  him  pay  the  tax.  We  had  that 
evidence,  and  he  either  had  to  pay  that  tax  or  we  would  not  allow  him  to  register. 

Q.  How  wonld  be  the  case  when  a  man  came  in  there  and  claimed  to  be  21,  and  from 
hit  appearance  you  Judged  him  to  be  more  than  21? — A.  We  wonld  require  him  to> 
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get  a  certificate  from  some  reliable  party  that  we  knew  that  they  knew  or  had  good 
reason  to  believe  that  was  about  his  age — from  some  one  who  had  known  him  for 
several  years.    We  required  a  certificate  to  that  effect. 

Q.  Was  that  a  common  occurrence t — A.  Yes,  sir;  very  often  we  had  them  do  that; 
otherwise  they  would  not  have  registered. 

Q.  As  a  result  of  these  tests  that  yon  applied,  and  these  efforts  that  you  made  to 
determine  whether  or  not  a  man  was  qualified  to  vote,  and  refusing  those  that  yoa 
did  not  believe  qualified  to  vote,  how  many  persons  would  you  suppose  were  refused 
registration  by  the  tax  collector's  force  f 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  a  matter  entirely  founded 
upon  the  opinion  of  the  witness,  and  not  a  matter  of  fact  to  which  he  can  testify.) 

W1TNK88.  I  suppose  1,500  or  2,000,  or  something  of  that  sort.  You  see  I  was  only 
one  of  a  half  dozen  clerks.  I  know  that  I  refused  a  p^reat  many.  I  know  in  one 
instance  on  one  day  I  refused  nearly  as  many  as  I  registered.  I  Just  happened  to 
notice  that  day.  I  turned  them  away  for  different  causes;  some  of  them  I  thought 
too  old,  some  may  have  looked  too  young  to  me,  others  owed  taxes,  and  other  things. 

Q.  Was  your  experience  exceptional,  and  was  that  same  thing  goiuff  on  with  the 
other  clerks  at  the  other  windows f — A.  That  was  at  the  various  windows.  It  wu 
the  <-ase  at  any  of  the  registration  offices  that  may  have  been  opened. 

Q.  You  sav  that  a  lar^e  percentage  of  the  total  registration  was  done  here  at  the 
oourt-housef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  the  registration  was  all  done  in  one  office f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  all  behind  one  counter f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  all  the  clerks  were  within  sight  and  speaking  distance  of  each  other!— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  we  always  had  all  the  force  the  office  would  allow  in  the  latter  days  of 
registration,  when  it  was  necessary. 

Q.  Was  your  experience  in  refusing  those  men  registration  exceptional,  or  was  it 
the  case  with  all  the  other  clerks  f — A.  That  was  the  rule  of  the  office,  and  it  was 
not  deviated  from  by  any  of  them. 

Q.  What  is  your  familiarity  with  this  county  f — A.  As  assistant  to  the  tax  receiver 
I  have  an  opportunity  to  know  the  county  pretty  well,  and  to  know  the  people. 

Q.  What  is  the  duty  of  the  tax  receiver? — A.  Putting  on  the  tax  books  the  names 
of  all  persons  who  are  chargeable  with  poll  tax.  The  law  requires  him  to  put  down 
each  and  every  man  in  the  county  subject  to  taxes.  Poll  tax  is  one  of  the  taxes 
which  every  man  21  years  of  age  is  liable  for.  It  requires  those  taxes  to  be  placed 
on  the  digest. 

Q.  Then  the  names  of  all  males  on  the  tax  digest  are  of  persons  who  are  old 
enough  to  vote? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  those  that  are  charged  with  poll  tax. 

Q.  IIow  many  names  of  that  sort  are  there  on  the  digest  for  this  county?— A 
There  were  11,240  in  1895. 

Q.  Is  it  possible  for  you  to  get  all  of  them? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Necessarily  a  large  number  of  people  liable  for  taxes  and  for  poll  tax  escape, 
in  spite  of  all  you  can  do? — A.  Yes,  sir;  because  we  do  not  know  them  all. 

Q.  Is  not  that  particularly  true  about  not  being  able  to  get  the  names  of  all  the 
negroes  in  the  county  liable  for  poll  tax? — ^A.  Most  especially  so.  Because,  as  I  say, 
we  do  not  know  them  all,  and  they  are  difficult  to  place.  Their  residence  is  not  as 
stated  as  the  residence  of  the  whites.  They  are  also  the  same  in  working — ^tbey 
jump  around  from  one  place  to  another  in  their  work. 

Q.  And  then  they  live  in  inaccessible  places? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  in  places  that  yoQ 
would  not  know  they  lived. 

Q.  And  are  hard  to  find? — A.  Yes,  sir;  then  there  are  numbers  of  men  who  are 
^qualified  to  vote  who  do  not  go  on  the  list  at  all. 

Q.  Those  exempt  from  taxes? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Confederate  soldiers  are  exempt;  the 
blind  are  exempt ;  and  men  over  60  years  of  age  do  not  appear  on  the  tax  digest. 

Q.  With  the  fact  that  the  tax  digest  itself  shows  over  11,000  persons  qualified  to 
vote,  how  many  persons  would  you  estimate  would  be  on  the  digest  if  yon  could  got 
All  that  were  qualified  to  vote,  including  those  persons  over  60  years  of  age,  persons 
that  are  exempt,  and  persons  that  you  can  not  find? 

( Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  a  matter  entirely  of  opinion 
and  one  which  the  witness  could  not  possibly  know,  the  same  being  founded  on  sup- 
position.) 

Witness.  I  would  think  there  were  13,000  in  round  nnmbei'S.  I  willinglv  swear 
that  there  are  13,000,  and  I  believe  there  are  more  than  that.  I  can  get  it  from  my 
digest.  I  know  there  are  a  number  that  are  not  now  on  there.  Iliere  are  some  that 
I  can  not  get,  and  then  there  are  some  that  I  am  not  required  to  get. 

Q.  With  ail  these  facts,  would  you  say  that  a  re^stration  01  7,300  was  large  or 
small? — A.  I  would  say  it  was  a  very  small  registration  for  the  number  of  peojue. 

Q.  For  the  population  of  Richmond  County! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  back  does  this  poll  list  go,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  is  oonoernedf 
First,  what  was  the  poll  list  for  1891?— -A.  It  was  about  the  same  then  as  now. 
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The  i)oll  list  in  1891  was  small,  and  it  has  increased  steadily  along.    In  1891  it  wae 
between  11,000  and  12,000, 1  think.    It  was  the  largest  poll  list  we  had. 

Q.  Then  in  1892  it  was  abont  the  same,  was  it  notf— A.  It  has  been  about  the 
Mme  ever  since ;  very  little  difference;  only  a  few  hundred. 

Q.  How  many  Populists  would  you  say  there  were  registered  in  1895,  Mr.  Steed f — 
A.  Aboat  900;  800  or  900. 

Q.  Were  they  taxpayers  as  a  class? — A.  Not  as  a  class,  no,  sir;  except  poll  taxes. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  whether  or  not  Mr.  G.  P.  Qnisenby  is  a  taxpayer?— A.  Nothing 
bat  poll  tax. 

Q.  And  Mr.  W.  H.  Nelson? — A.  Nothing  more  than  poll. 

Q.  Mr.  Silas  C.  Reid.  jr.  ?— A.  Nothing  but  poll  tax. 

Q.  Mr.  O.  P.  Uooliuie?— A.  Nothing  but  poll  tax,  individually. 

Q.  Mr.  £.  J.  Dnnn? — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  pays  any  taxes  or  not.  He  may 
be  over  age. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  W.  Powell? — ^A.  He  has  no  return  on  the  books. 

Q.  Mr.  G.  W.  Montgomery? — A.  Nothing  but  poll  tax. 

(^.  Mr.O.  W.  Heath f— A.  Ouly  poll  tax. 

Q.  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Cobb? — ^A.  I  don't  think  he  pays  anything  but  poll  tax. 

Q.  Mr.  A.  P.  Dicks? — A.  Nothing  in  his  own  name,  except  poll  tax. 

Q.  What  was  the  effort  on  the  part  of  the  officers  in  the  conduct  of  that  registra- 
tion in  reference  to  its  being  fairly  conducted  and  the  law  honestly  enforced  accord- 
ing to  its  provisions? — A.  We  wanted  to  show  no  partiality,  and  we  did  not.  It  was 
M  absolutely  impartial  as  was  possible.  We  knew  no  man  and  no  party,  but  wished 
to  register  every  man  eligible  to  be  on  the  list. 

Q.  Outside  of  the  question  of  partiality,  how  were  you  in  regard  to  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  law? — A.  We  enforced  the  law  to  the  letter. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  have  any  complaints  from  Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  had  more 
complaints  from  the  Democrats  than  anyone  else.  They  thought  we  were  entirely 
too  strict  in  the  face  of  what  was  done  in  the  other  counties. 

Q.  Please  explain  what  yon  mean  by  what  was  done  in  the  other  counties? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony  as  being  hearsay.) 

WIT2CB88.  It  was  said  that  the  tax  collectors  in  some  of  the  other  counties  would 
admiuister  no  oath  to  the  person  registering.  In  some  instances  they  would  have  the 
osth  written  in  the  ft'ont  of  ttte  book,  and  the  voter  would  not  know  when  he  signed 
hifl  name  in  the  book  thac  he  had  subscribed  to  any  oath.  Some  of  them,  when  asked 
in  reference  to  taxes  for  the  last  year,  would  state  they  owed  taxes,  and  the  tax  col- 
lector would  say,  **  lliat  does  not  make  any  difference ;  go  ahead  and  register."  That 
vas  the  information  brought  to  us  here.  W^e  told  them  we  knew  our  business,  and 
that  we  intended  to  do  the  work  according  to  the  terms  of  the  law. 

Q.  Was  there  any  such  thing  during  the  registration  in  this  county  as  a  man  sigp- 
ini;  his  name  in  a  book  with  tne  oath  50  paffes  ahead  or  back  of  him? — A.  No,  sir; 
each  oath  was  filled  just  ahead  of  the  party's  signature. 

Q.  There  was  only  one  signature  to  each  oath? — A.  That  is  correct,  sir. 

Q.  How  about  the  party  .being  actually  sworn? — ^A.  He  was  sworn  in  each  and 
every  case.  The  oath  was  actually  administered  to  him,  and  he  either  read  it  or  it 
vas  nMul  to  him.  In  some  instances  the  voter  would  fill  it  out  himself.  If  he  was 
eompetent  to  do  so,  we  would  sometimes  allow  him  to  till  in  the  blanks  himself. 

Q.  What  precaution  could  have  been  taken  that  was  not  taken  by  the  officers  in 
that  office  to  secure  a  fair  registration? — A.  There  was  nothing  that  could  have  been 
done,  that  I  can  see,  that  was  not  done. 

Q.  What  secrecy  was  observed,  or  what  publicity  was  allowed  in  the  registration ; 
▼as  it  done  in  public  or  private? — ^A.  In  public  always.  There  were  representatives 
of  all  parties  allowed  to  be  present  at  the  registration,  and  they  were  there  the  most 
of  the  time,  those  representing  the  Populist  party  especially. 

Q.  How  many  of  tnem  were  there? — A.  Two  at  the  office  at  the  court-house.  One 
said  he  represented  the  Populist  party,  and  the  other  a  different  party. 

<j.  What  complaints  did  the  representatives  of  the  Populist  party  ever  make  to 

yoa  there  abont  any  unfair  treatment  or  anything  of  that  sortf — A.  We  heard  no 

complaint  of  any  treatment  that  they  received  at  our  hands. 

Q.  What  statements  did  they  ever  make  as  to  the  fairness  of  the  registration  ?— A. 

'HieT  repeatedly  said  that  we  could  not  do  otherwise  than  our  duty,  and  that  all  the 

letions  of  the  registry  office  were  perfectly  fair  and  impartial. 
Q.  Who  were  those  statements  made  by? — ^A.  Mr.  A.  P.  Dicks  and  Dr.  S.  T.  Potts. 
Q.  They  represented  what  party? — A.  I  understood  that  Dr.  Potts  represented  the 

^opaliat  party,  and  Mr.  Dicks  said  he  represented  what  I  suppose  they  call  the 

A.  P.  A. 
Q.  Did  yon  see  the  issue  of  the  Tribune,  the  Populist  paper,  in  which  the  fairness 

of  the  registration  was  constantly  being  attacked? — A.  I  did  not  see  much  of  the 

Tribnoe.    I  only  saw  a  few  copies  of  it. 
Q.  Do  yon  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  they  and  that  party  were  claiming  all  the 
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timethftt  the  registration  was  being  fraudulently  carried  onf — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  saw 
where  they  claimed  it  was  beiug  carried  on  partially.  In  one  or  two  issaes  of  that 
paper  I  saw  whore  the  Tribune  had  misstated  some  facts  as  to  the  registration  in 
our  otficoi  and  in  one  instance  I  called  the  attention  of  Dr.  Potts  to  it,  and  he  said 
it  was  an  error. 

Q.  Was  it  not  because  of  this  public  attack  on  the  registration  that  was  made 
through  the  columns  of  the  Tribune  that  Mr.  Dicks  and  Dr.  PottD  stated  Tolnn- 
tarily  that  they  had  nothing  to  complain  of  at  all,  that  the  officers  in  charge  of  the 
registration  had  acted  in  the  most  perfect  good  faith  all  the  way  through! — ^A.  Yet, 
air. 

Q.  They  saw  everything  going  on,  did  they  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  there  all  the  time? — A.  Either  one  or  the  other  of  those  ij^entlemen 
saw  every  man  that  was  registered  in  the  office,  I  think. 

Q.  They  had  as  ^ood  opportunities  to  see  what  was  being  done  as  any  of  the 
officers? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  complaints  were  made  by  Democrats,  or  men  were  refiised,  they  said  yon 
did  what  was  right? — A..  They  sanctioned  our  action  very  often. 

Q.  And  finally  gave  you  this  certificate  that  everything  was  done  in  a  fair  and 
square  manner? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  ^ou  on  the  day  of  the  election? — A.  I  was  at  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty-third  precinor,  at  the  voting  precinct. 

Q.  in  what  capacity  were  you  there? — ^A.  I  was  there  in  the  interests  of  the  Demo- 
oratio  party. 

Q.  What  is  the  custom  in  this  county,  and  especially  in  the  country  districts,  aa 
to  bringing  voters  to  the  polls? — A.  The  custom  is  invariably  to  bring  them  to  tiie 
polls  in  wagons  and  carry  them  back,  because  the  most  of  the  voting  popolation  is 
near  the  city,  just  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  city. 

Q.  How  fur  is  it  from  the  edge  of  the  city  to  the  voting  place? — ^A.  It  is  8  miles 
or  a  little  more. 

Q.  What  was  the  law  about  their  being  allowed  to  vote?— A.  The  old  law  allowed 
them  to  vote  at  any  precinct  in  the  county.  Under  the  present  law  they  are  required 
to  vote  at  their  own  precinct,  unless  voters  f^om  the  country  districts  handed  their 
names  in  at  the  court-house.  Then  they  would  be  challenged,  and  would  have  to 
swear  that  they  had  not  voted  elsewhere.  That  was  an  additional  restriction  pat 
apon  the  voter  b^'  the  new  law. 

Q.  It  was  stated  by  Mr.  Nelson  that  yon  brought  a  large  number  of  negroes  there 
in  some  Wagons — to  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  district.  Wliat  aiiont  thatf 
A.  I  did  not  carry  anyone.  The  only  negro  that  I  had  anything  to  do  with  was  my 
boy  that  carried  me  there  in  my  buggy,  and  he  remained  there  with  nie  during  the 
day  with  my  bugjjy. 

Q.  Mr.  Nelson  stated  that  you  were  in  a  crowd  that  brought  up  some  one  hundred 
negroes,  and  after  they  voted  you  went  off  with  them,  and  subsequently  yon  brought 
them  back  later  in  the  day? — A.  That  is  wron^.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
negroes.  I  simply  had  a  list  of  the  voters,  checking  them  at  the  window;  and  that 
was  all  I  had  to  do.  I  checked  them  off  as  their  names  were  called  out.  I  was  first 
appointed  as  a  clerk,  and  refused  to  serve  as  a  clerk. 

Q.  What  is  the  custom  here  in  this  county  of  checking  off  names  with  a  view  of 
finding  out  who  has  voted  and  who  has  not,  so  that  those  who  have  not  voted  may 
be  sent  for? — A.  That  is  the  usual  custom.  In  my  father's  election,  he  had  a  wan  at 
each  window  to  check  the  names  of  those  voted,  and  he  would  send  after  his  friends 
in  carriages  and  wagons. 

Q.  What  does  your  check  mark  signify? — ^A.  It  shows  that  party  has  voted.  Those 
not  checked  were  sent  after. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  were  doing  in  this  election,  at  the  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
third  district? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating  there  that  day? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  saw  none. 

Q.  Were  you  close  to  the  window? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  familiarity  with  the  inhabitants  out  there? — ^A.  I  have  been  living 
out  there  for  fifteen  years,  and  I  know  them  pretty  well.  Of  course  I  do  not  know 
all  of  them. 

Q.  Were  your  opportunities  for  detecting  repeating  as  good  as  Mr.  Nelson's,  or 
better? — A.  It  looks  to  me  as  though  they  ought  to  have  been  better. 

Q.  And  you  saw  no  repeating  there  at  all? — A.  I  saw  none  that  I  could  swear  to, 
nor  did  I  see  any  that  I  tnought  were  repeating. 

Q.  Were  the  negroes  that  were  there  m  the  morning  the  same  as  those  therein  the 
evening,  and  were  they  simply  drivers  and  canvassers  and  things  of  that  sort?— A. 
There  were  difi'erent  negroes  there. 

Q.  There  were  some  in  the  crowd  in  the  afternoon  that  had  been  there  in  the  morn- 
ing?— A.  YeS|  sir.    They  had  a  drum  corps,  and  drivers,  and  negro  workers. 

Q.  They  were  the  ones  that  came  back?— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  saw  some  of  those  come 
back. 
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Q.  What  Teas  the  condition  of  Mr.  Nelson  that  day — was  he  calm  f — A.  He  was 
excited  the  most  of  the  time.  He  seemed  to  be  very  much  excited.  I  think  there 
was  some  little  difficulty  early  in  the  day  about  a  book  of  his  or  something*  I  did 
not  know  the  particalars.  I  saw  him  scrambling  in  a  crowd  of  negroes.  I  did  not 
leave  the  wincu)w  at  the  time,  and  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  what  was  going  on, 
except  that  I  saw  him  in  an  excited  mood.  That  was  about  a  book  or  a  paper,  or 
something  of  that  kind. 
Q.  Was  there  any  effort  at  intimidation  there  that  day  f — A.  None  at  all. 
Q.  I>id  you  see  any  effort  to  prevent  Mr.  Nelson  or  any  Populist  from  voting  f — 
A.  There  was  none. 

Q.  How  was  the  election  conducted  there  with  reference  to  order  and  peaceable- 
newf— A.  Everything  was  orderly.  They  had  plenty  of  marshals.  I  think  it  was 
one  of  the  marsnals  that  stopped  the  negro  who  had  Mr.  Nelson's  book — a  Democratic 
marshal. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  trouble  yon  saw  there  that  day  f— A.  That  was  the  only 
tronble  that  I  recollect  seeing. 

Q.  Was  there  any  boisterousness  or  loud  talking  or  anything  to  deter  even  the  most 
qniet  and  peaceable  man  from  votingf — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Nelson  stay  there  all  day  f— A.  I  think  he  did:  he  was  there  when  I 
left.    I  was  not  there  the  whole  day ;  I  went  off  myself  about  dinner  time,  and  after 
dinner  I  came  back  to  the  polls. 
Q.  How  far  do  you  live  from  the  polls  f — A.  About  2  miles,  or  a  little  over. 
Q.  After  yon  finished  at  that  precinct  where  did  yon  gof — A.  I  came  into  the  city, 
to  the  conrt-honse. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  signs  of  repeating  here  f— A.  No,  sir.  I  was  only  here  in  the 
afternoon,  and  there  was  very  little  voting  going  on. 

Q-  A  number  of  witnesses  for  the  contestant  have  testified  that  the  voting  was 
^ing  on  very  rapidly  at  the  court-house  that  afternoon,  and  that  sanads  of  men 
woQld  hurry  from  one  window  to  the  other.  Did  you  see  anything  or  that  sortf — 
A.  Not  after  I  arrived  here.  In  fact,  I  did  not  see  half  a  dozen  votes  cast  while  I 
vse  standing  there.    I  was  not  there  a  great  while. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  to  Lincoln  County  durmg  the  registration? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  after  the 
list  closed. 

Q.  Jusc  state  in  your  own  way  the  cause  of  your  going  there. — ^A.  The  represent- 
atives of  the  Democratic  party  came  to  me  ana  asked  me  to  go  up  there. 

Q.  Who  were  the  representatives  of  the  Democratic  party  that  approached  you 
npon  thatsnbjectf— A.  I  believe  it  was  Mr.  C.  H.  Cohen.  He  asked  me  if  I  would 
go  up  there  and  assist  in  getting  out  the  registry  list ;  that  the  registrars,  it  seemed, 
were  not  able  to  do  the  necessary  writing;  and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  go  up  there 
and  do  it.  and  I  said  I  would.  They  saia  they  picked  me  because  they  knew  that  I 
was  familiar  with  the  work.  I  wrote  off  nearly  one-half  of  the  list  of  Bichmond 
County.    They  also  got  Mr.  Bearden,  who  went  with  me,  to  help. 

Q.  Had  he  been  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  register's  office? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  worked 
together  down  here.  We  were  sent  up  there  to  get  the  list  out  according  to  law,  so 
u  to  be  sure  and  get  the  list  out. 

Q.  What  was  the  tronble  up  there?— A.  They  had  had  sickness  among  the  rezis- 
traiB  and  they  had  not  been  able  to  work  the  entire  time,  and  they  did  not  under- 
stand the  law  as  the  Democratic  committee  here  construed  it,  and  we  went  up  there  to 
iMist  them  in  getting  ont  their  voters'  list  for  the  election.  The  board  of  registrars 
in  Lineoln  County  intended  to  strike  some  of  the  names  from  the  list  without  giving 
the  parties  notice,  and  we  went  up  there  to  tell  them  that  they  could  not  do  that 
irithout  giving  each  and  everv  man  a  hearing  after  due  notice,  and  to  get  out  these 
«amiuon8,  and  then  to  write  their  list  for  them.  That  was  what  we  were  sent  there 
for->simply  to  act  as  clerical  assistants  and  to  give  our  aid  in  getting  out  those  lists. 
We  were  familiar  with  the  work,  and  it  was  thought  we  would  probably  be  of  assist- 
ance to  them. 

Q.  Who  had  been  sick  there?— A.  One  or  all  of  the  registrars,  for  at  least  a  portion 
of  the  time.  Dr.  Sims,  the  chairman  of  the  board,  was  sick  once;  then,  I  think,  Mr. 
Zellars  was  sick  also.  He  was  off'  or  sick  or  something.  The  other  two  members 
would  not  act  without  the  third  man.  There  was  a  Populist  member  and  two  Demo- 
cratic members,  and  the  Popnlist  said  he  would  not  act  without  both  of  the  Democrats 
beingpresent. 

Q.  How  close  to  the  election  was  this?— A.  It  was  only  four  or  five  days  before  the 
elsctioQ. 

Q.  They  had  not  gone  over  the  list  at  all  up  to  that  time?— A.  Only  for  one  or  two 

districts  in  the  county. 

Q.  Did  yon  assist  in  making  ont  the  voters'  list?— A.  No,  sir;  they  objected. 

Q.  Who  objected?— A.  Mr.  Tom  Remsen,  the  ordinary  of  the  county,  and  others. 

Mr.  Remsen,  the  ordinary,  was  the  man  who  was  objecting.    He  said  it  was  an  insult 

to  the  people  of  the  county  to  get  assistants  outside  of  the  connty ;  and  we  told  him 
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that  Richmond  County  at  one  time  had  thought  of  having  their  work  done  in  Atlanta  or 
Bichmond,  not  having  printing  establishments  in  Augusta  that  were  able  to  get  the  list 
out ;  that  we  did  not  see  anything  in  our  being  allowed  to  at  least  copy  the  names  off 
for  them;  that  we  simply  wished  to  copy,  and  as  many  of  them  as  chose  could  orer- 
look  our  work.  Mr.  Remsen  up  to  that  time  did  not  seem  to  wish  to  have  any  clerks. 
He  said  that  if  the  registrars  could  not  get  the  list  out  there  would  not  be  any  list; 
that  they  would  vote  without  a  list. 

Q.  Were  there  any  demonstrations  made  when  you  went  up  there  f  If  so,  what  were 
they? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  town  seemed  to  be  excited.  When  we  got  to  Washington  we 
were  warned  tiiere  not  to  so  to  Lincolnton. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony  as  being  hearsay  and  a  mere  matter 
of  opinion.) 

Witness  (continuing).  We  were  told  that  we  were  liable  to  receive  bodily  harm; 
and  we  were  also  told  the  same  thing  after  we  arrived  in  the  town  of  Lincolnton  that 
night.  The^  advised  us  not  to  let  ourselves  be  known.  We  told  them  that  we  had 
come  there  tor  nothing  in  the  world  but  to  write  the  lists  for  them ;  that  we  did  not 
know  but  one  or  two  men  in  the  county,  and  did  not  know  the  Democrats  and  Popu- 
lists apart. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  there  looking  toward  the  execution  of  those  wamingsf — A. 
The  next  morning  after  we  had  gotten  there,  and  after  Mr.  Remsen  found  ont  that  we 
had  arrived  to  write  those  name^,  we  were  told  that  he  had  sent  out  and  asked  for 
assistance  to  come  into  the  town ;  that  there  were  some  men  from  Augusta  who  had 
oome  np  there  to  doctor  their  lists,  and  I  saw  great  crowds  coming  into  the  town.  A 
man  told  me  he  had  heard  this,  and — 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony  as  being  hearsay.) 

Witness  (continuing).  This  man  said  he  was  working  in  the  town  on  a  bouse  with 
some  Populists,  and  that  they  had  all  come  down  together.  I  saw  a  man  with  a 
pistol  and  with  a  police  club  or  "  billy;"  I  asked  if  he  was  the  marshal  there,  and 
was  told  that  he  was  not.  He  was  walking  around  there,  and  the  crowd  looked  as 
if  they  had  a  chip  on  their  shoulder.  They  watched  us  while  we  were  sitting  in  the 
hotel. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  impression  as  to  whether  it  would  be  safe  or  not  for  voa 
to  assist  the  registrars? — A.  We  were  advised  by  numbers  of  men  not  to  do  so.  TLej 
agreed  to  employ  clerks  to  ^et  out  the  list.  As  I  say,  we  heard  that  the  registrar! 
were  going  to  strike  men  without  giving  them  the  prescribed  notice,  and  we  went 
up  there  to  tell  them  not  to  strike  a  single  man  unless  he  was  duly  notified  and  given 
a  nearing. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  this  instruction f — A.  Mr.  C.  H.  Cohen.  The  impression  here 
was  that  because  the  registrars  up  there  did  not  have  time  enough,  on  account  of 
sickness,  that  they  were  just  going  to  strike  off  the  names  of  everyone  that  was  not 
qualified. 

Q.  Not  qualified  according  to  the  tax  books? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  withont  giving 
them  a  hearing.  We  knew  that  was  not  legal,  and  we  did  not  wish  anything  more 
than  what  was  right  in  the  premises.  We  went  there  to  give  them  a  true  and  correct 
copy  of  their  list.  We  were  to  furnish  them  the  list  as  registered,  except  those  who 
had  been  duly  notified  and  found  ineli&^ible. 

Q.  No  matter  how  many  were  ineligible,  if  they  were  not  summoned  they  were  to 
stay  on  the  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  it  actually  turn  out  ?  Was  the  Lincoln  County  list  gone  over? — A.  No, 
sir.    My  understanding  was  that  only  two  or  three  districts  were  gone  over. 

Q.  Was  there  time  enough  left  after  you  gentlemen  got  there  for  this  work  t'O  be 
done? — A.  No,  sir;  they  said  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  go  over  the  list. 

Q.  While  the  registrars  were  examining  the  books  they  saw  that  a  large  nnmber 
were  registered  that  were  incompetent? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  they  only  looked  back 
a  few  years.  I  think  they  looked  back  to  1889;  and  they  found  that  was  so  slow  that 
they  then  cut  it  off  up  to  the  last  three  years — they  only  examined  the  books  for 
about  the  last  three  years. 

Q.  Yet  in  doing  that  they  found  a  large  number  who  had  registered  that  had  not 
paid  their  taxes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  those  names  stricken? — A.  I  understood  that  some  of  those  names  were 
stricken ;  a  few  of  them. 

Q.  They  did  not  have  a  chance  to  go  over  the  whole  list? — A.  No,  sir.  They  only 
went  over  two  or  three  districts  in  the  whole  county,  I  think. 

Q.  So  that  the  list  as  finally  furnished  to  the  managers  of  the  election  was  practi- 
cally the  list  that  had  been  registered,  without  any  revision  by  the  registrars?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  Lincoln  County  go  in  the  special  election?— A.  For  Mr.  Watson  by  a 
large  majority. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  names  Dr.  Sims  found  had  been  put  on  the  list  and 
that  should  be  stricken  because  the  books  showed  they  were  not  taxpayers? 
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(Contestant's  connsel  object  to  this  qnestlon  as  beiDg  hearsay.) 

Witness.  Yes,  sir.  Dr.  Sims  said  that  about  half  of  the  entire  list  would  be 
etricken  if  they  had  the  time  to  go  over  the  list  properly. 

K'ontastant^s  counsel  object  to  this  answer  as  being  a  matter  of  hearsay.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Lamar.)  When  a  man  offered  to  register  here,  did  you  examine  the  tax 
books  to  see  when  he  had  paid  his  taxes  or  what  taxes  were  due? — A.  \es,  sir;  we 
always  did  that.  Our  investigation  went  back  to  1877,  or  to  some  list  which  included 
so  investigation  back  to  1877. 

Q.  If  a  man  had  not  paid  his  taxes  according  to  the  books,  was  he  allowed  to  reg- 
ister!— A.  No,  sir. 

y.  If  the  books  are  properly  kept,  will  they  show  every  man  who  had  paid  taxes  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir.    The  books  show  each  man  who  pays  taxes  in  this  county. 

Q.  When  a  tax  execution  is  put  into  the  hands  of  the  sheriff,  and  he  collects  the 
money,  a  record  then  has  to  be  made  on  the  tax  books? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  reports  back 
to  the  tax  collector. 

Q.  And  the  books  here  in  the  tax  office  will  show  that  the  tax  has  been  collected 
by  the  sheriff? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  the  registration  list  of  Lincoln  County  amounted  tof — A. 
Fourteen  hundred  or  1,500. 

Q.  And  you  say  Dr.  Sims  stated  that  if  thev  had  the  time  within  which  to  properly 
go  over  the  list  with  the  tax  books,  one-half  of  those  names  would  be  stricken  f — 
A.  He  said  that  if  they  were  properly  investigated  there  would  be  one>half  of  them 
6tricken  off. 

.Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony  as  hearsay.) 

Croea-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  is  your  father's  name? — A.  William  J.  Steed. 

(J.  How  long  has  he  been  in  office  in  Richmond  County? — A.  Since  1891. 

Q.  He  is  receiver  of  tax  returns  for  this  county? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  has  an  office  in  the  court-house? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(j.  Yon  say  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  is  the  largest  district  in  the 
county? — A.  Yes,  sir.  It  is  not  as  large  as  some  of  the  wards  in  the  city  of  Augusta. 
It  has  a  large  voting  population.  It  is  not  as  large  as  the  Fourth  Ward,  but  very 
Dear  it. 

Q.  This  matter  of  1,500  or  2,000  voters,  as  stated  by  you,  is  simply  a  matter  of 
opinion? — A.  Yes,  sir;  judging  from  the  number  of  returns  taken  in  that  district, 
sad  by  the  number  of  people,  and  the  populous  portions  of  it — the  settlements,  etc. 
I  remember  on  one  occasion  we  polled  the  village  of  Harrisonville,  and  I  was  simply 
amazed  at  the  polling  list.  We  went  from  house  to  house,  and  I  was  simply  sur- 
prised to  know  the  number  of  voters  in  that  village. 

Q.  After  all,  it  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  based  on  those  things,  you  say? — A.  Of 
fouTse.  it  is  an  opinion. 

Q.  You  say  there  were  four  or  five  other  assistants  in  the  office  of  the  registering 
officer  besidi«  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  have  been  in  the  office  for  several  years  with  the  tax  collector? — A.  Yes, 
eir;  since  1891. 

Q.  You  were  regarded  as  a  fixture  in  the  office,  to  some  extent,  were  you  not? — A. 
YeK,  sir;  I  was  considered  one  of  the  head  clerks.  I  knew  the  people  better  than 
the  other  clerks,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Charles  S.  Bohler. 

Q.  A  great  many  more  people  would  come  to  you  than  to  the  other  clerks,  natu- 
r»lly?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  there  would  be  more. 

Q.  Y'ou  were  better  posted  as  to  memorandum  and  data  than  the  other  clerks? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  better  thtm  some  of  the  others.  Mr.  Charles  S.  Bohlor  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Bohler 
oacht  to  be  equally  as  competent. 

Q.  You  were  more  familiar  than  any  of  the  others  except  the  tax  collector  and  his 
brother? — A.  No,  sir;  both  of  those  gentlemen  are  clerks  and  have  been  in  the  office 
since  I  have.  Some  of  the  other  clerks  have  acted  before.  We  were  constantly  in 
the  office,  and  the  three  of  us  have  collected  all  or  nearly  all  of  the  taxes  collected 
IB  the  last  three  years. 

Q.  Tou  and  the  Messrs.  Bohler  were  better  facilitated  for  registering  than  the 
average  clerk? — A.  Yes,  sir;  being  more  familiar  with  the  office  and  the  tax 
retoms,  etc. 

Q.  It  is  likelv,  therefore,  that  you  re^^istered  more  people  than  the  other  clerks — 
yon  and  the  otner  gentlemen? — A.  l^at  is  probable. 

Q.  Yon  alt«o  turned  down  more  than  the  other  clerks,  being  faster? — A.  I  suppose 
we  did. 

Q.  Your  estimate  of  1,500  to  2,000  being  turned  down  is  based  upon  what  you 
<lid?— A.  No;  not  from  what  I  did,  altogether,  but  judging  from  the  number  that 
vere  turned  down.    I  did  not  turn  down  all  those  that  were. 

Q.  Is  it  not  probable  that  you  have  overestimated  it,  as  you  have  based  your 
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estimate  upon  what  the  other  clerks  were  doing f — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  so.  I 
do  not  think  1,500  would  he  far  wrong  from  what  I  have  actually  seen  turned  doTm 
or  have  turned  down  myself. 

Q.  You  did  not  count  those  that  you  did  not  see  f — A.  I  did  not  know  what  they  did. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  very  little  registering  except  at  the  coort-hoose, 
was  there  not?  Those  other  places  were  small,  were  they  notf — A.  Comparatively 
they  were;  nothing  like  the  number  registered  at  the  court  house. 

Q.  Ver^  few  people  were  refused  who  wanted  to  register  at  the  last  day  in  1895  f— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Those  that  applied  for  registration  were  eligible,  and  very  few  were  left  over  f— 
A.  We  could  have  registered  more  at  the  court-house  on  the  last  day  if  eligible 
parties  had  applied.  That  was  onr  object  in  opening  the  other  offices,  to  prevent 
that. 

Q.  The  law  has  been  amended  since  1892,  has  it  notf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  we  hare  a  new 
general  law. 

Q.  Under  which  you  are  working! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  much  more  specific  in  details  than  the  old  lawf — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  suppose  so. 
'  Q.  The  old  law  simply  required  the  nnmef — A.  And  if  the  party  showed  that  he 
had  paid  his  taxes  and  was  qualified  as  to  age.    The  old  law  did  not  have  the  resi- 
dence oualificatiou,  though  we  carried  it  out  Just  as  we  do  under  this  new  law. 

Q.  The  present  law  is  more  specific  as  to  details,  and  would  cut  tiff  a  certain  class 
of  people,  if  rigidly  carried  out,  that  the  old  law  would  not  reach.  In  other  words, 
there  are  more  qualifications  under  the  new  law  than  there  were  under  the  old  law— 
I  mean  as  to  residence f — A.  It  was  not  required  by  the  old  law,  but  we  did  take  the 
residence  under  the  old  law.  We  did  that  for  our  information  in  after  years.  We 
used  it  in  this  election — the  residence.  That  was  our  way  of  identifying  some  of 
them. 

Q.  You  excluded  no  one  for  want  of  knowledge  of  his  residence  or  age  in  the  pre- 
vious registrations,  did  youf — A.  No,  not  for  exaet  residence;  we  were  not  as  par- 
ticular in  regard  to  residence  in  previous  registrations  as  we  were  in  the  last. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  in  the  examination  of  the  books  you  did  not  go  back  of  1892f— 
A.  We  went  back  to  1877  always. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  sa^  that  if  you  found  a  man  registered  in  1892  yon  went 
back  no  further f— A.  Yes,  sir;  but  in  1892  we  went  back  to  1877.  Therefore,  when 
we  would  afterwards  register  a  man  we  would  look  back  to  the  registration  for  1^, 
and  if  we  found  his  name  we  knew  he  was  all  right. 

Q.  If  a  party  was  illegally  registered  in  1892,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  owed  tsxes 
before  that  time,  the  same  mistake  pertained  to  the  registration  of  1895,  did  it  notf— 
A.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  believe  the  registrars  did  strike  one  or  two  of  those  casea. 

Q.  Yon  spoke  of  the  registration  in  other  counties;  that  was  simply  a  matter  of 
hearsay f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  of  my  own  knowledge,  as  I  was  here 
during  the  registration. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  it  donef — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  if  a  man  registered  as  21  years  old,  and  you  found  his  name  on  a  previ- 
ous list  as  having  registered  in  1892  or  1894,  you  made  him  pay  poll  tax  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  having  requii'ed  them  to  get  certificates  at  certain  times  as  to 
their  ages. — A.  That  was  in  cases 'where  we  had  some  suspicion  as  to  their  looks,  etc., 
or  if  we  thought  they  were  a  little  older  or  younger.  Then  there  were  objections 
made  sometimes  as  to  their  a^es.  Either  Mr.  Dicks  or  Dr.  Potts  sometimes  may 
have  thought  the  party  was  older.  Very  often  we  asked  their  opinion  about  a  party. 
I  asked  Mr.  Dicks  several  times  if  he  know  some  party,  and  registered  them  on  his 

•onnger 
Potts, 
he  did 

not  know  him,  but  if  the  man  said  so  he  did  not  see  how  I  could  do  other  than  reg- 
ister him. 

Q.  These  certificates  were  not  as  a  rule  sworn  to! — A.  No,  sir:  but  they  were  usu- 
ally from  reliable  parties.  I  registered  some  on  certificates  from  Populists.  They 
happened  to  be  in  the  ofiice  on  several  occasions  when  a  negro  would  come  in  that 
had  the  appearance  of  being  too  young  or  too  old,  and  we  would  turn  him  down. 
The  negro  would  say  that  he  had  worked  for  this  gentleman,  and  I  asked  him,  and 
he  said  the  boy  was  all  right  and  had  worked  for  him  for  four  or  five  years,  and  we 
would  re^^ister  him.  We  did  that  several  timetf  with  Populist  voters.  There  was  no 
discrimination.  I  state  this  to  show  that  so  far  as  we  were  concerned  we  knew 
nobody.  If  a  man  was  a  Democrat  or  a  Populist,  and  we  knew  it,  it  made  no  difi'er- 
ence  to  us.  If  he  was  eligible  he  would  be  registered,  and  if  he  was  ineligible  we 
would  turn  him  down. 

Q.  This  matter  of  how  many  you  refused  is  simply  one  of  opinion? — A.  Well,  yes: 
it  was  opinion.  I  know  I  turned  down  a  great  many,  and  I  kept  a  kind  of  mental 
inventory.  On  one  occasion  I  remember  that  I  turned  down  nearly  as  many  as  I 
""tristered  during  that  day. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  kiio^  about  how  the  vote  is  made  up  in  this  coanty-^aboot  what  pro- 
portion ia  colored  and  what  proportion  is  white? — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  have  about  4,500 
MgTo  Toters  on  onr  digest,  and  the  balance  are  white  voters.  They  are  nearly  evenly 
divided.    About  4,500  colored.    We  do  not  get  all  the  negroes,  yoa  know. 

(^.  Yoa  have  on  yonr  voting  list  about  4,500  negroes! — A.  1  urn  not  positive  as  to 
tliat  being  the  exact  number.  That  is  the  best  of  uiy  recollection.  I  know  that  we 
do  not  get  them  all. 

(^.  Out  of  the  7,400  voters  who  are  qualified,  about  how  many  are  colored?— A.  I 
did  not  count  tbem.  I  should  think  there  was  3,500  or  4,000.  We  only  counted  the 
total  list.     We  counted  the  whole  number,  and  there  was  no  discrimination  aa  to 


^.  The  registration  was  about  in  ratio  with  the  population  f — A.  In  about  the  same 
ntio  that  1  judge  it  is  in  the  two  races.  I  mean  the  proportion  of  the  registered 
Toto  was  about  like  the  proportion  of  the  adult  vote  that  could  have  qualified. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  Mr.  Steed,  how  many  colored  voters  registered  a«  just  21? — A. 
Xo,  sir;  I  did  not  count  them. 

(^.  if  as  many  as  1,100  or  1,200  registered  as  21  years  old,  out  of  a  colored  registr»- 
tiou  ot  some  S,&bO  votes,  would  you  not  say  that  was  rather  excessive  number  lor  that 
age  f— A.  1  know  that  the  effort  to  get  the  young  negroes  registered  was  by  fur  above 
the  effort  to  get  those  who  owed  a  great  deal  of  tax.  I  never  studied  the  statistics 
M  to  the  amount.  I  know  there  are  a  great  many  young  negroes  who  come  to  the 
eity  here  about  the  time  they  reach  their  majority,  with  the  expectation  of  seeuring 
employment.     There  are  a  great  many  of  those;  more  of  that  class  than  the  other 

(^.  The  voting  population  is  made  up  of  people  from  21  years  of  age  on  up?— A. 
Yw,  sir. 

(j.  Don't  you  find  the  largest  proportion  in  something  like  middle-aged  men? — A. 
No,  sir,  not  registered ;  because  those  are  the  men  who  owe  the  most  taxes.  Men 
ftom  S5  yean  on,  among  the  whites,  do  not. register  their  strength,  because  their 
taxes  are  due;  and  the  same  thing  with  the  negroes. 

Q.  Then,  the  same  reason  which  causes  the  youn^  negroes  to  register  would  cause 
th«  >oQBg  whites  to  register  largily  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  a  great  many  whites 
vho  do  not  register  that  owe  Just  fl  tax. 

Q.  As  a  rule  the  21-year-olds  always  register? — A.  Yes,  sir;  as  a  rule  all  21-year- 
old  persona  register.    They  are  anxious  usually  to  cast  their  first  ballot. 

Q.  Is  it  a  fact  that  a  great  many  more  colored  people  registered  as  21  years  old 
than  whites  in  the  last  registration? — A.  Yes,  bir;  I  think  there  were  more. 

Q.  In  this  last  registration  there  was  an  excessive  colored  registration,  was  there 
not  as  compared  with  the  whites,  of  21  years  of  age? — A.  I  think  there  were  more. 

Q.  Yon  spoke  of  certain  classes  known  as  ^'exempts''  in  Kichmoud  County.  Is 
not  that  list  quite  small? — A.  There  is  not  a  great  many  of  those,  compared  with 
the  number  of  voters  we  have  in  this  county. 

Q.  Don't  von  know  that  a  great  many  disabled  Confederate  soldiers  pay  their 
tixesf— A.  None  that  1  know  of.  We  do  not  charge  them  poll  tax  if  they  are  exempt. 
We  do  not  charge  anybody  that  is  not  liable.  We  have  often  refunded  money  to 
P^ple  after  we  would  find  out  that  they  were  over  age.  1  returned  a  cloDar  this 
morning. 

(j.  Yutt  say  tliat  in  1891  there  were  11,446? — A.  I  think  that  is  the  number;  but  I 
SBi  not  positive  as  to  that  being  absolutely  exact. 

,  ^.  That  includes  everybody  that  yon  think  was  liable  for  poll  tax? — A.  That 
included  everybody  that  was  liable  for  taxes  for  that  year. 

Q.  It  does  not  show  who  are  qualified  voters? — A.  Oh,  no. 

^.  A  qualified  voter  is  a  voter  who  has  paid  his  taxes  and  conformed  to  the  law  in 
^  other  respects ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  no  intimation  then  as  to  the  number  of  qualified  voters  in  the  county? — 
A.  No,  sir;  that  is  no  intimation. 

Q.  It  only  shows  the  material  which  could  become  qualified  voters  by  certain 
<lQ»)ifications? — A.  There  are  more  than  that.  Those  are  only  the  ones  that  are  due 
texefl  to  the  8tate  that  I  could  get.  I  don't  say  that  I  got  them  all  then.  This  is 
not  an  index  of  tlie  number  of  voters  who  might  qualify.  Those  that  did  qualify 
vere  nearly  all  of  that  number. 

^.  Ail  of  this  number  did  not  qualify? — A.  No,  sir;  because  the  regintration  list 
^asmnch  less  than  that. 

Q.  You  stated  that  there  were  800  or  900  Populists  registered  in  1895.  How  did 
.Ton  obtain  that  information  ? — A.  By  being  in  the  two  oftices.  They  have  frequently 
told  me  BO,  and  I  have  seen  them  vote.  Being  around  among  them,  we  are  on  friendly 
ferniA  with  nearly  everybody  in  the  county,  and  they  often  say  something  which 
indicates  their  position,  and  frequently  say,  *'lhat  niVans  one  more  vote  for  one  or 
the  other  candidates.'' 

^.  Do  you  recall  how  many  voters  there  were  registered  in  1892?— A.  In  1892  I 
tbink  there  were  9,600. 
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Q.  In  1895  how  many  were  registered f — A.  In  the  neighborhood  of  7,300,  in  roond 
nnmbers. 

Q.  How  many  registered  in  1894  f — ^A.  In  1894  there  were  aboat  5,000— may  be  a 
little  less. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  many  votes  were  polled  in  1894 f — A.  No,  sir.  I  know  there 
were  a  good  many  polled.  In  the  Congressional  election  no  registry  list  was  required, 
and  there  a  good  many  votes  polled.     I  don't  recollect  the  number. 

Q.  Quite  a  large  vote! — A.  It  was  a  good  vote. 

Q.  Yon  say  G.  P.  Quisenby  only  pays  poll  taxf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  returns  no  taxes  for  his  wile,  or  as  ugeucf — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  O.  P.  Doolittle  only  pays  poll  taxf — A.  He  pays  on  $50  as  agent,  or  something 
of  that  sort. 

Q.  E.  J.  Dunn  only  pays  poll  tax? — A.  I  am  not  positive.  He  does  not  retom  any- 
thing. Mr.  Dicks  pays  something  as  agent ;  about  $100  for  his  wife.  His  name  did 
not  appear  upon  onr  books  last  year  at  all.  He  cauie  in  alterwards  and  paid  up  for 
two  or  three  years,  I  think.  We  did  not  know  it,  and  therefore  did  not  pat  him  on 
the  digest.  In  fact,  when  he  made  his  returns,  in  April,  I  think,  he  told  me  that  he 
eonsidered  Carolina  his  home.  He  paid  up  for  a  year  or  two  to  consider  this  his 
home. 

Q.  You  say  you  went  to  the  polls  at  the  One  huudred  and  twenty- third  district  in 
the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party  f — A.  Yes,  sir:  I  had  finished  my  work  in  the 
office,  and  had  nothing  to  do;  in  fact,  Mr.  Bohler  nad  relieved  me  for  the  time,  as 
Just  then  he  had  no  further  use  for  me.    I  went  out  there  to  work  for  my  party. 

Q.  You  are  known,  1  suppose,  as  an  active  working  Democrat? — ^A.  No;  I  havenot 
been  altogether  active.  I  was  familiar  with  the  liHt  and  could  find  the  names  quickly, 
and  they  just  asked  me  to  do  that,  knowing  1  was  familiar  ^vith  it.  It  was  no  work 
except  to  check  names.  In  a  case  of  that  sort,  if  it  was  a  green  man  probably  be 
would  not  find  the  names.  They  asked  me  to  do  the  work  because  I  was  familiar 
with  the  list  and  could  do  the  work  about  as  quickly  as  the  managers  on  the  inside. 

Q.  I  did  not  mean  that  question  in  a  critical  sense,  but  simply  to  draw  out  the  fact 
that  you  are  an  active  working  Democrat. — A.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

Q.  You  would  do  anything  that  you  consider  legitimate  for  the  success  of  your 
party? — A.  Yes, sir.  My  father  being  the  tax  re<-eiver,  it  is  natural  that  I  would 
take  an  interest  that  way.  I  aiu  always  at  elections  ou  that  account,  and  am  always 
willing  and  ready  to  do  anything  legitimate  for  the  success  of  the  party. 

Q.  That  is  a  loyal  feeling,  and  1  indorse  it  in  any  man.  You  say  you  carry  voten 
to  the  precincts  in  wagons r— A.  Yes,  sir;  wagons  and  carriages. 

Q.  Do  they  usually  have  near  the  ]>olling  place  a  head(|uurters  or  rendezvous 
where  they  carry  the  voters? — A.  Not  out  there. 

Q.  They  do  in  the  city? — A  In  m68t  of  the  elections  in  the  city  I  think  they 
usually  have  headquarters.  I  never  attend  those  in  the  city,  because  I  am  seldom 
here. 

Q.  You  are  not  acquainted  with  the  work  inside  of  those  headquarters? — A.  lonly 
know  that  they  have  something  to  eat  there.  In  lact,  I  have  furnished  ham  sand- 
wiches, cheese,  etc.,  in  my  father's  election  to  be  used  in  the  headquarters.  Out  at  the 
One  hnndred  and  twenty-third  district  they  have  barbecues,  and  such  things,  some- 
times. At  one  election  my  father  had  such  thinj>s  as  that---chee6i',  crackers,  sand- 
wiches, etc.     He  sut  a  regular  table  out  there  at  one  election. 

Q.  And  they  do  in  other  districts? — A.  It  is  almost  always  usually  the  rule  even  in 
their  council  elections  here  for  the  two  fq)posiug  parties  to  have  tliose  places  where 
their  friends  can  be  at  home. 

Q.  Do  they  have  those  before  the  election  ? — A.  Almost  always  they  have  a  sapper 
the  night  before.    There  is  something  to  eat  there  nearly  all  the  time. 

Q.  And  have  breakfast  the  next  morning,  sometimes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  dinner? — A.  Sometimes  they  do. 

Q.  Do  they  ever  have  anything  to  drink  at  those  headquarters? — A.  Not  that  I 
know  of.    A  man  may  carry  it  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  of  that? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  any  of  it.  I  know  my  father 
did  not.  That  was  when  1  was  most  familiar  with  it.  I  was  very  familiar  with  bis 
cami>aign. 

Q.  You  say  they  had  a  drum  corps  out  at  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third 
district? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  go  around  in  the  wagons? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  went  with  the  wagons 
to  enliven  the  time. 

Q.  You  had  four- horse  wagons? — ^A.  Some  were  four-horse  wagons,  and  some  two- 
horse. 

Q.  A  ^ood  deal  of  life  among  them?— A.  Yes,  sir;  just  like  negroes  do  when  they 
are  having  a  good  time. 

Q.  The  drums  beating  and  the  fife  blowing? — A.  Just  like  elections. 

Q.  That  list  you  had  out  there  was  simply  for  the  puri>o8e  of  checking  off  the 
names? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Is  it  possible  that  with  a  list  of  that  kind,  a  voter  ooald  come  up.  his  name 
could  be  called  oat,  he  could  pass  in  his  ticket,  and  that  ticket  be  counted  for  either 
randidate  without  the  voter  bein^  the  true  party  f — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  chance 
for  that  to  be,  other  than  the  way  he  put  it  in. 

Q.  A  man  other  than  the  name  called  out  could  vote  his  ticket,  could  he  notf — 
A  If  the  managers  did  not  know  him,  I  suppose  he  might  do  it.  I  do  not  say  that 
it  would  be  impossible. 

V.  Then,  if  the  managers  did  not  know  him,  or  did  not  notice  the  particular 
voter,  one  man  could  vote  in  another's  namef — A.  If  he  wanted  to  take  that  risk, 
be  might  do  that. 

(j.  If  you  had  a  list  of  names  as  registered  voters,  and  had  a  dozen  or  two  of  men 
who  would  come  up  and  vote  those  Usts  as  they  were  called  out,  without  interfer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  managers,  it  would  be  an  easy  method  to  repeat  the  votes, 
would  it  not,  or  to  have  the  same  set  of  men  vote  in  other  men's  names  or  more 
than  one  man's  namef 

(Contestee's  counsel  objeote  to  this  question  as  hypothetical,  and  no  evidence  to 
base  it  on.) 

WiTNKSS.  It  would  not  be  an  easy  matter,  because  the  managers  were  from  that 
diatrict,  and  they  were  residents  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  and  some  of  them 
would  have  been  more  than  apt  to  know  the  man. 

Q.  But  if  they  were  indifferent,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter,  would  it  not?— A. 
Tbere  were  representatives  of  the  Populist  party  there  who  would  object.  They  had 
that  privilege.    And  then  the  managers  could  investigate. 

Q.  I  simply  say,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  if  the  managers  were  indifferent  as  to  who 
were  voting,  this  could  be  done,  could  it  not? — A.  Oh,  well,  I  suppose  if  yon  go  to 
extremes,  it  might  be. 

Q.  You  saw  no  repeating  at  the  one  hundred  and  twenty -third  district?— A.  None 
tbat  I  knew  of. 
Q.  The  drum  corps  was  busy  pretty  well  all  day? — A.  They  played  occasionally . 
Q.  The  drivers  and  wagons  were  going  and  coming  all  the  time? — ^A.  They  were; 
ve«,  air. 

Q.  When  a  man  voted,  he  was  returned  to  his  home  or  his  work  f — A.  Just  as  in 
all  other  elections. 
Q.  How  many  boxes  did  they  have  out  there? — ^A.  Only  one. 
^.  Yon  were  stationed  at  that  box? — A.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  outside  of  the  window. 
<^.  Was  there  any  Populist  stationed  there? — A.  Yes,  sir.    Mr.  Nelson  was  there, 
and  aereral  others  were  standing  arouud.    They  were  there  at  different  times. 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Nelson  seemed  to  be  very  ranch  excited? — A.  Y'es,  sir;  especially 
pretty  early  in  the  morning. 

Q.  What  was  the  trouble  that  caused  his  excitement  at  first? — A.  I  heard  hiui  hol- 
lar, "Catch  him!  catch  him!''  and  I  looked  around  and  saw  a  uegro  running  with  a 
paper  or  something.    I  saw  Mr.  Nelson  scrnmbliug  with  the  negro,  all  in  a  pile,  to  get 
the  paper. 
Q.  After  that  he  seemed  to  be  excited? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  only  a  few  votes  were  cast  at  the  court-house  after  yon  got  here? — A. 

Tbat  was  that  I  saw.     I  don't  think  there  were  a  great  many  in  the  afternoon.    The 

▼oting  was  like  all  other  elections — it  had  nuieted  down  in  the  afternoon. 

9-  You  saw  no  evidence  ot  repeating  during  the  time  you  were  there?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  yon  went  to  Lincoln  County  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Cohen,  who  asked 

Toa  to  f;o  up  there  and  assist  in  getting  out  the  registry  list? — ^A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Old  Mr.  Cohen  state  to  yon  that  he  had  any  request  from  Lincoln  County  to  send 
^ou  or  any  other  gentleman  there  ? — A.  No ;  I  don't  know  that  he  said  he  had  a  request. 
He  had  heard — I  don't,  know  in  what  way — that  fliey  needed  a-ssistance  up  there. 

(^.  You  gentlemen  went,  and  yon  were  told  by  the  ordinary  that  they  were  able  to 
get  out  the  list,  or  could  get  clerks  there  of  their  own  ? — A.  He  said  he  thought  they 
oni^ht  to  be  able.  Up  to  that  tiniH  he  had  said  that  no  man  could  touch  the  list  except 
the  board  of  registrars.  After  we  arrived  he  consented  to  allow  clerks  to  be  hired. 
Q.  He  was  simply  after  saving  expense  to  the  county,  was  he  not? — A.  No,  sir. 
We  did  not  propose  to  charge  them  anything  for  our  services. 

U-  I^p  to  that  time,  his  idea  was  to  save  the  expense? — A.  That  was  not  what  I 
tboQ;rbt.  It  seemed  his  idea  of  the  law,  at  first,  was  tbat  he  could  not  hire  outside 
u^iatance.  We  told  him  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  thing  of  that  sort,  and  that  we 
bad  thought  of  going  outside  of  Augusta,  to  either  Atlanta  or  Richmond,  to  get  out 
the  list  for  Richmond  County. 

Q.  You  say  somebody  had  told  you  that  Remsen  had  sent  out  in  the  country  for  a 
trowd  or  for  reenforcements? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^.  Do  you  recall  who  it  was  that  gave  you  that  information? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't 
Tw^ollect'his  name.    I  did  hear  it  at  the  time.     He  was  there  at  the  hotel  and  told 
me  tbat.    I  don't  recall  his  name  now. 
Q.  Did  he  live  at  the  hotel? — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  working  on  a  house  in  the  town 
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there  at  the  time.  He  said  there  were  some  Popaliste  working  there  with  him,  and 
that  all  of  them  stopped  work  and  he  came  down  there  with  them. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Populist?— A.  No,  sir;  he  said  he  was  a  Democrat. 

Q.  He  told  you  that  Judge  Remseu  had  sent  out  for  reenforoementsf — A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  You  douH  know  what  impression  the  appearance  of  you  gentlemen  created  on 
the  people  in  that  townf — ^A.  Only  that  they  seemed  to  be  stirred  np. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  a  session  of  the  justice's  court  or  of  the  saperior  ooort 
stirs  them  upf — A.  I  suppose  it  does  sometimes  in  those  little  towns. 

Q.  You  were  actually  shown  no  violence,  nor  any  appearance  of  Woltoioe;  there 
were  no  menaces  made  toward  you  ? — A.  Not  to  us  directly.  We  heard,  thoai^bt  that 
some  of  them  said  that  our  brains  ought  to  be  blown  oat,  or  something  of  that  kind; 
we  never  heard  anything  directly. 

Q.  All  of  that  was  hearsay? — A.  It  was  told  t^  Democrats,  and  they  were  the cmes 
that  came  to  us,  thinking  that  we  might  be  in  danger,  and  to  guard  us  against  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  We  told  them  that  we  had  not  come  up  there  with  any  intention 
of  doctoring  their  list,  or  anything  of  the  sort,  and  we  did  not  see  why  we  should 
stir  up  any  such  excitement ;  that  we  did  not  know  anyone  in  the  county. 

Q.  Vou  stated  in  your  direct  testimony  that  the  list  was  not  gone  over;  that,  I 
suppose,  is  a  matter  of  hearsay,  too,  is  it  not? — A.  Two  of  the  registrars  told  me  so. 

Q.  At  that  time? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  they  did  afterwards  ? — A.  That  was  on  Saturday,  and  the 
election  was  on  the  following  Wednesday. 

Q.  They  would  have  had  time  to  have  done  a  considerable  lot  of  work  in  that 
time,  would  they  not? — A.  No,  sir;  the  parties  would  have  bad  to  have  one  day's 
notice  before  they  were  given  a  hearing,  and  then  the  lists  had  to  be  written  oif; 
then  there  was  some  talk  about  there  not  being  a  proper  officer  there  to  serve  those 
notices. 

Q.  Really,  you  don't  know  what  they  did? — A.  No,  sir;  they  would  not  allow  me 
to  go  upstairs.     We  left  that  day;  we  arrived  one  day  and  left  the  next  evening. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  get  there? — A.  About  8  o'clock  Friday  afternoon,  and  we 
left  Saturday  afternoon  about  4  or  5  o'clock. 

Q.  You  did  nothing  yourself  and  don't  know  what  they  didf — A.  Only  what  they 
said.  I,  of  course,  talked  with  them,  and  it  was  their  conversation  and  what  I 
heard. 

Q.  They  simply  declined  your  services? — A.  They  said  they  would  not  have  any 
use  for  us,  and  tnen  we  got  ready  to  leave.    Dr.  Sims  was  not  there  when  we  first 

fot  there — that  is,  the  next  morning — and  Mr.  Zellars  could  not  act  by  himself, 
he  Populist  member  of  the  board  of  registrars  said  he  would  not  work  without  Dr. 
Sims;  lie  refused,  and  Dr.  Sims  came  up  about  11  or  12  o'clock,  I  suppose;  it  was  just 
before  dinner.  Just  as  soon  as  he  came  they  decided  that  they  would  get  assistance 
there,  and  we  came  home. 

Q.  You  know  nothing,  of  your  own  knowledge,  so  far  as  their  movements  were 
concerned? — A.  Only  what  I  had  heard. 

Redirect  examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  impression  did  you  get  from  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Remsen  spoke — that 
he  wanted  that  list  made  out,  or  that  he  wanted  to  put  all  the  obstacles  m  the  way 
of  that  being  done  that  he  could  ? — A.  My  impression  was  that  he  did  not  want  it 
made  out;  and  he  said  that  if  the  registrars  could  not  get- it  out,  they  should  vote 
without  a  list.  He  said  that  would  be  his  instructions  as  ordinary  to  the  managers — 
to  allow  anybody  to  vote  if  they  were  not  furnished  with  a  list. 

Q.  To  allow  anybody  to  vote? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  what  was  said  by  Mr.  Remsen  as  hearsay.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Lamar.)  What  is  Mr.  Remsen's  politics? — A.  He  is  a  Populist. 

Q.  Yon  8uy  you  left  there  after  12  o'clock  on  S«iturday? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Su])po6e  they  had  wanted  to  send  out  notices  to  men  whose  names  appeared  on 
the  tax  books  as  tax  defaulters,  and  who  had  nevertheless  registered,  from  your 
experience  in  making  out  those  papers,  etc.,  how  long  would  it  have  taken  the  reg- 
istrars to  have  made  up  the  summons?  And  suppose  they  did  not  have  blanks  for 
that  purpose? — A.  They  could  not  have  gotten  out  any  of  them  scarcely,  and  they 
would  have  had  to  write  them.  I  doubt  whether  the  registrars  themselves  could 
have  gotten  out  a  dozen. 

Q.  They  had  to  be  served,  and  the  next  day  was  Sunday? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  gave 
them  until  Tuesday,  the  day  before  the  election,  to  act. 

Q.  And  in  the  meantime  the  list  had  to  be  made  out  for  the  electiim? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  the  list  been  made  out  at  all? — A.  No,  sir.  That  was  what  they  said;  tliat 
they  had  not  made  ont  the  list  up  to  that  time.  We  went  there  to  make  out  that 
list  and  to  do  the  writing  as  to  those  summons. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  list  was  actually  made  out? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  a  remark  that  I  did  not  understand^ that  about  having  to  go  to 
Atlanta  or  Richmond. — ^A.  I  said  that  to  show  them  that  it  would  not  be  any  dis- 
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respect  to  tbe  county  for  ns  to  come  np  there  and  make  out  their  lists;  that, being^ 
£amiliar  with  the  errors  made  by  oar  printing  establishments,  knowing  that  it  waa 
impossible  to  get  ont  a  list  that  was  correctly  made  np  by  the  printing  offices  here, 
fo,  in  order  to  {ret  ont  a  correct  list  it  would  be  advisable  to  send  the  list  either  to- 
Atlanta  or  Richmond,  where  they  had  better  printing  facilities;  that  we  were  np 
there  in  harmony,  and  did  not  intend  anv  disrespect. 

Q.  Yon  made  a  remark  about  Mr.  Dicks's  name  not  being  on  the  digest.  Is  that  an 
Ulnstration  of  the  method  by  which  a  large  number  of  people  may  be  here  and  not- 
be  on  the  liatf — A.  A  man  may  own  more  or  less  property  and  say  he  is  not  a  resi- 
dent here,  and  claim  to  pay  poll  tax  in  some  other  state,  or  claims  to  vote  there,  and 
he  makes  no  return  for  it.  We  can  not  put  him  down  when  he  states  he  is  not  a 
let^ident  here.  We  have  instances  of  that  soi-t  where  parties  have  interests  in  Burke^ 
County  and  live  here,  and  pay  their  poll  tax  in  Burke  County. 

Q.  So  that,  under  that  illustration,  there  are  a  large  number  of  people  who  live- 
here  and  yet  do  not  appear  on  the  digest f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Adyonmed  at  12.30  p.  m.  until  10  o'clock  Monday  morning,  January  20. 

C.  A.  Stekd. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  PuhUCf  Richmond  County,  (ia. 

Monday,  January  20, 

Present  for  contestant^  J.  T.  West,  esq. ;  present  for  oontestee,  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq.,, 
and  B.  Wright,  eoq. 

GEORGE  M.  HOOD,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  ofiQcial  position  do  you  now  occupy  in  the  city  of  Augusta  f — A.  I  anti 
chief  of  police  of  this  city. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  f — A.  For  five  or  six  years. 

Q.  Previous  to  that  what  office  did  you  hold,  if  any  f — A.  I  was  lieutenant  of 
police  for  eight  or  ten  years. 

Q.  And  pre V ions  to  that  time  were  you  connected  with  the  police  force f — A.  Yes,. 
tir.    I  have  been  connected  with  the  force  al>out  twenty  years. 

Q.  What  are  your  duties  in  regard  to  elections f — A.  My  duty  is  to  use  every 
meanspoesible  to  preserve  the  peace,  good  order,  and  quiet  of  the  city  on  election  da^.. 

Q.  Have  you  any  duty  in  rererence  to  the  conduct  of  elections  around  the  polls  in 
reference  to  intimidation  or  fraudulent  electioneering f — A.  We  would  not  allow  any 
snch  thing  perpetrated  if  we  knew  it,  but  would  prevent  it  if  possible  and  arrest- 
the  people  doing  such  things. 

^.  Were  you  at  the  polls  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  election  in  October,  1895,  in 
the  contest  between  Mr.  Watson  and  Major  Black  for  Congress? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  election  conducted  on  that  dav  in  the  several 
vardsof  the  city  of  Aujpstaf — A.  It  was  the  most  peaceable  and  orderly  that  I 
have  ever  known  in  the  city. 

Q.  What  was  its  character  as  to  fairness  and  honesty  f — A.  I  don't  know  of  a  single- 
complaint  as  to  unfairness  or  Intimidation  to  prevent  anyone  from  casting  his  ballot 
u  he  saw  fit  and  proper. 

Q.  What  evidence  did  yon  see  that  day  of  any  repeating,  or  anything  of  that  sort 
in  the  city  of  Augusta f — A.  None  in  the  world. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  would  you  have  seen  itf — A.  I  would  have  seen  it,  or  it 
vould  have  been  brought  to  my  attention  by  the  officers. 

Q.  How  often  did  you  visit  the  polls  that  day  f — ^A.  1  visited  each  polling  place 
tiro  or  three  times. 

Q.  How  many  polling  places  are  there  in  the  city  of  Augusta  f — A.  Five. 

Q.  Yon  visited  each  of  themf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  three,  four,  or  five  times  each.  I 
opened  the  polls  in  the  Fifth  Ward.  After  everything  got  started  there,  I  got  in  my 
ho^  and  visited  the  different  polls,  commeuciug  at  the  Fourth  Ward,  and  then  the 
Third,  and  so  on ;  and  then  I  visited  them  again  returning. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  that  up  the  entire  day  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  until  the  polls  closed. 

Q.  Were  any  complaints  made  to  yon  or  your  officers  as  to  any  repeating  or  unfair- 
nesi  at  the  polls  that  day  f — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  There  nas  been  something  said  about  the  approaches  used  in  the  polling  places 
iB  the  different  wards.  What  are  those  approaches  erected  for,  and  what  are  the 
nBes  intended f — A.  In  days  gone  by,  iifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago — this  is  no  new 
thing— it  was  almost  certain  that  there  would  be  fighting,  and  possibly  bloodshed 
and  serious  trouble,  until  these  approaches  were  built.  They  were  put  up  that  we* 
miKht  be  able  to  control.    1  think  those  approaches  were  first  suggested  by  myself. 

^.  Was  the  time  of  building  those  approaches  previous  to  the  birth  of  the  Pop- 
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ulUt  party f — A.  Yes,  sir;  long  before.    There  was  no  snoh  thing  as  the  Populist 
party  then.    They  have  continned,  and  with  the  very  best  resalts,  ever  since. 

Q.  Then,  the  object  of  those  approaches  is  to  insure  good  order  at  the  poUsf— 
A.  YeS|  sir:  and  when  they  tried  to  do  away  with  them  I  said  at  the  time  that  in 
that  I  woald  fight  the  city  council  and  everybody  else  or  keep  them.  I  have  had  to 
string  my  men  around  where  there  were  .500  or  600  men  with  their  passions  inflamed; 
and  with  these  approaches  my  15  or  20  men  could  control  that  crowd. 

Q.  It  takes  less  police  to  guard  the  polls  with  these  approaches  th.in  without 
them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  have  them  as  a  matter  of  caution,  anyway. 

Q.  These  approaches  were  erected  by  von  on  account  of  the  frequency  of  diffi- 
•oulties  in  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  wards  f — ^A.  That  is  it.  That  olaas  of  population  in 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth  wards  were  those  between  whom  the  difficulties  were  most 
frequent.  It  is  that  class  of  people — the  mill  operativen  almost  entirely.  They 
have  been  iofiamed  by  tbe  teachings  of  those  men. 

Q.  What  were  the  teachings  of  those  menf — A.  As  to  their  rights,  and  things  of 
that  kind.    I  recollect  in  one  election  there  were  20  lights  goiu^  on  at  one  time. 

Q.  Was  that  before  the  day  of  the  approaches? — A.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  whites  and  negroes  would  not  mingle. 

Q.  The  whites  repudiated  the  negroes  voting? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  did  not  have  those  approaches  the  whites  aud  negro«*s  would  come  up 
in  the  same  way? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  those  approacbes  obviated  that. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  difficulties  since  yon  have  had  thone  approaches  ? — ^A.  Nothing 
«erious. 

Q.  Has  tliere  been  a  recent  election  here  where  there  was  serious  trouble  and  in 
which  two  or  three  men  lost  their  lives,  in  the  Fifth  Ward  in  this  city? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  approaches  there? — A.  There  were  not. 

Q.  Why  were  there  no  approaches  in  the  Fifth  Wwrd  in  1894? — A.  It  was  out  of 
the  city,  where  the  city  had  no  control;  and  in  1895  the  voting  precinct  was  moved 
into  the  city  to  the  Fii\h  Ward  aud  placed  at  the  police  burracks. 

Q.  What  was  tlie  character  of  the  election  held  there  at  the  police  barracks  in 
1895? — A.  It  was  most  peaceable  in  every  way,  and  good  order  was  maintained. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  people  composing  the  third  party  or  Populist 
party  in  this  city? — A.  I  think  niiieteen-twentieths  of  it  are  composed  of  those  fuc- 
"torv  operatives. 

Q.  The  colored  people  of  Augusta,  I  presume,  are  Republicans? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they 
are. 

Q.  Whom  did  the  Republicans  support  in  this  special  election? — A.  Major  Black, 
'With  very  few  exceptions.  I  don't  suppose  more  than  fifty  of  them  voted  for  Mr. 
Watson.    It  was  almost  unanimous  for  Major  Black. 

Q.  The  Democratic  party  supported  Major  Black,  and  the  Republicans  also  sup- 
ported him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  comparatively  the  only  people  in  this  locality  who  did  not  support  Major 
Black  were  the  mill  operatives? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  Fourth  Ward  during  the  last  election? — A.  I  was  there  for  a 
few  minutes. 

Q.  During  that  time  did  you  see  any  evidences  on  the  sidewalk  or  in  the  street  of 
people  repeating,  olianging  their  coats,  or  anything  indicating  that  there  was  fraud 
rgoingon? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  From  the  officers  that  you  had  iu  charge  there,  do  you  believe  that  any  such 
thing  happened  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  such  thing  oocuriMng  previous  to  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  such  a  thing  had  occurred,  would  you  have  heard  of  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  I  would. 

Q.  How  many  men  did  you  send  to  the  Fourth  Ward  that  day? — A.  I  think  about 
thirty. 

Q.  Is  that  not  an  unusally  large  number  for  you  to  have  sent  to  any  one  precinct?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  seud  such  a  large  number  of  men  as  that  to  that  precinct?— A.  I 
bad  information  that  there  would  be  very  serious  trouble  there  that  day,  and  1  was 
'determined  that  it  should  not  happen. 

Q.  State  the  character  of  the  trouble  that  was  apprehended  that  day  at  that  ward.— 
A.  It  came  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  was  informed,  that  the  Populists  would  start 
the  ball  rolling  and  kill  a  negro,  and  thereby  scare  away  the  others;  that  they  had 
weapons  at  Bassett's  photograph  gallery,  which  was  situated  about  100  yards  from 
-the  voting  precinct.  I  ha<l  that  from  what  I  considered  good  authority.  The  people 
I  got  this  from  were  high  in  authority  and  reliability,  and  therefore  I  made  my 
arrangements  to  prevent  any  such  thing  happening. 

Q.  Was  that  rumor  circulated  at  all  among  the  colored  people  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion?— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  sent  word  out  to  them  that  they  could  visit  the  polls  and 
"vote  for  whom  they  pleased,  and  I  guaranteed  them  the  fullest  protoction. 
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Q.  Yon  speak  of  the  rumor  being  that  their  arms  were  located  in  Bassett's  gallery » 
Who  is  Bassettf — A.  I  think  he  is  the  most  extreme  of  all  the  extreme  Third  Party- 
ites.    He  is  almoHt  an  anarchist,  from  what  I  have  heard  of  his  views. 

Q.  Yon  speak  of  Mr.  Bassett  being  considered  one  of  the  rankest  Populists  in  the 
eommiintty — almost  an  anarchist.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  his  photograph  gal- 
lery f— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  the  Tom  Wutson  gallery. 

ij.  What  is  the  practice  of  electioneering  in  this  community,  as  to  bringing  votera 
to  the  polls  in  wugons  and  carriages,  especially  the  colored  voters  f — A.  That  is  a 
custom  of  long  years'  standing.  It  has  been  the  custom  ever  since  they  have  been 
Allowed  to  vote. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  significant  in  that  at  allf — A.  Nothing  in  the  world.  I  have 
seen  the  same  thing  done  with  white  people. 

Q.  It  is  not  a  custom  that  has  arisen  since  the  warf — A.  Oh,  no,  sir;  I  recollect  it 
b«fore  the  war. 

Q.  They  would  bring  voters  to  the  polls  in  wagons  and  carriages  as  they  do  now  f— 
A.  Certainly;  often. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say,  as  a  general  statement,  that  no  man  made  any  com- 
plaint to  you  that  day,  and  that  you  were  engaged  the  entire  day  in  going  from  pre- 
cinct to  precinet  to  see  that  a  fair  election  was  being  conducted  and  tnat  tranquiUity 
was  maintained  at  the  polls f— A.  Yes,  sir;  not  a  single  complaint  was  made  to  me* 
Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Silas  C.  Reid,  Jr.  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  ? — A.  He  is  a  great  as^itator  and  stirrer  up  of  strife,  and  has 
been  for  years.  I  think  he  began  with  the  Knights  of  Labor;  anything  to  create 
strife  and  trouble. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  whether  he  had  any  conversation  with  you  on  the  occasion  of 
this  election,  at  the  Fifth  Ward — I  refer  now  to  the  mayor's  election ;  rather,  I  should 
say,  the  councilman's  election  f — A.  At  the  special  election  no  complaint  was  made  by 
anyone.    It  was  peaceable  and  quiet  and  orderly. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Samnel  J.  Cobbf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  in  the  community  f — A.  About  as  low  as  it  could  eet. 
Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  that  character,  would  he  be  believed  on  oath  m  any 
eonrt  of  justice f — A.  I  think  not.    I  don't  know  who  would  believe  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  £.  J.  Dunn? — A.  Well,  I  hardly  know  him 
when  I  see  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  general  character? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know 
anjthlng  about  him. 

Q.  What  is  and  has  been  the  practice  of  the  different  political  parties  about  hav- 
ing headquarters  near  the  polls t  Is  not  that  a  custom  of  long  standing? — A.  There 
is  no  question  about  that.  Each  party  has  their  headquarters  and  manipulates  the 
votes  in  the  same  way.  I  do  not  know  what  they  do,  but  I  do  know  they  have  their 
headquarters  there. 

Q.  Is  their  object  to  get  as  near  to  or  as  far  from  the  polls  as  possible  ? — A.  To  get 
as  near  as  possible, 
(j.  Is  that  considered  perfectly  legitimate  work? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  For  each  of  them  to  get  their  headquarters  as  near  the  polls  as  possible? — 
A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  That  is  not  a  practice  that  has  originated  since  the  birth  of  the  Third  Party? — 
A.  It  has  been  carried  on  by  the  opposing  parties  ever  since  I  can  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  probable  vote  of  the  Third  Party  in  the  city 
of  Aogusta  as  registered  at  the  last  election? — A.  I  have  forgotten. 

Q.  Yon  have  said  that  nineteen- twentieths  of  the  Populist  party  in  Richmond 
County  is  composed  of  the  factory  operatives.  What  is  the  character  of  those  oper- 
atives as  to  their  ability  to  read  and  write? — A.  Very  meager,  I  think. 

Q.  When  you  say  "very  meager,"  do  you  mean  by  that  that  only  a  small  propor- 
tion of  them  have  intelligence  sufficient  to  read  and  write? — ^A.  That  is  my  opinion 
from  what  I  know  of  their  life. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  When  did  your  first  connection  with  the  police  department  of  Augusta  com- 
mence?—A.  With  Mr.  Gardner,  whenever  he  was  elected  mayor. 

Q.  Under  what  administrations  have  you  held  office? — A.  I  have  held  office  under 
Mr.  Gardner;  I  was  a  captain  of  police  under  Mr.  Blodgett;  served  under  Bir.  John 
V.  Meyer,  Mr.  Charles  Estes,  Mr.  K.  H.  May,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Young,  the  present  mayor. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Gardner  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Was  that  in  1868?— A.  I  have  forgotten  about  that. 

Q.  Mr.  Blodgett  was  a  Republican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  year  was  he  there? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Well,  about  the  time? — A.  I  held  office  first  under  Mr.  Blodgett,  and  after- 
wards nnder  Mr.  Gardner. 

Q.  Were  yon  chief  of  police  under  Mr.  Blodgett? — ^A.  I  was  not.    Mr.  Christian 


398  WATSON   vs.   BLACK. 

was  chief  of  police  under  Mr.  Blodgett,  and  I  was  captain  of  police  under  Mr. 
Ohristiau. 

Q.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  in  the  Blodgett  and  (Jardner  election, 
.was  there  not f — A.  Yen,  sir;  considerable. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Blodgett  at  that  time  f— A 
It  was  divided,  and  a  good  many  whites  voted  for  him.  He  had  a  great  many  white 
friends  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  who  did  not  vote  for  him  on  account  of  his  polities 
«o  much  as  from  personal  regard  for  him. 

Q.  How  long  has  it  been  tue  custom  here  to  use  two  boxes  and  three  boxes  at  tb« 
polls  f — A.  That  has  been  the  custom  for  a  number  of  years. 

Q.  Was  not  the  first  time  they  used  two  boxes  and  three  boxes  in  1892f — A.  They 
used  them  before  that  in  other  elections.  A  white  and  colored  box  was  used  yean 
before  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  loug  before  that? — A.  I  doi/t  recollect  about  the  Congres- 
aional  elections,  but  they  have  been  used  in  the  city' elections  for  a  number  of  yean 
back. 

Q.  As  to  the  Congressional  elections  you  don't  knowf — A.  I  don't  recollect  that. 

Q.  As  to  these  approaches — were  not  the  first  approaches  of  a  height  that  people 
could  look  over  them  and  see  what  was  going  onf — A.  I  think  a  man  could  tiptoe 
and  look  over ;  and  we  found  that  was  more  dangerous  than  if  we  did  not  have  them 
at  all.  People  would  look  over  them  and  jeer  at  the  voter;  and  they  were  built 
higher,  so  that  they  could  not  intimidate  them  at  all. 

Q.  Were  not  these  built  higher  and  closer  than  ever  before? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  not  built  higher  for  these  Congressional  elections? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
think  we  used  about  the  same  lumber  or  planking  at  each  election.  It  was  stox^ 
there  under  the  house,  and  is  there  now. 

Q.  Are  there  not  a  good  many  reputable  white  people  that  live  in  the  Fourth  and 
Fifth  wards? — A.  Certainly  there  are  some. 

Q.  Your  reference  to  the  mill  operatives  and  negroes  living  there — ^you  mean  the 
mill  operatives  that  belong  to  the  Populist  party? — ^A.  I  did  not  say  they  were  dis- 
reputable people. 

Q.  Then  as  to  their  character  for  education? — A.  I  think  that  is  the  misfortune  of 
their  life,  that  they  have  not  had  the  advajitage  of  education  like  others. 

Q.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  is  anj'^thing  against  them — that  they  can  not  read 
and  write? — A.  I  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  do  not. 

Q.  If  I  understand  you  correctly  as  to  the  kind  of  people  that  live  in  the  Fonrth 
and  Fifth  wturds,  3'ou  mean  that  among  the  uneducated  people  aud  among  a  good 
many  negroes  who  live  there,  there  are  a  good  many  educated  people? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 
I  do  not  mean  the  slightest  slur  upon  anyone  that  lives  in  either  or  those  wards. 

Q.  Yon  spoke  of  dimculties  that  occurred  in  former  years.  You  mean  before  those 
approaches  were  erected?  At  that  time  there  was  no  Populist  party. — ^A.  That  u 
correct. 

Q.  Do  vou  refer,  tlieu,  to  contests  for  municipal  offices? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  And  on  the  division  of  the  white  and  colored  vote  in  the  city? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
In  some  parts  of  the  city  they  have  gotten  together  since  then,  and,  as  I  say,  we  have 
those  approaches  built  to  prevent  any  recurrence  of  those  former  strifes  and  blood- 
shed. 

Q.  They  were  races,  as  I  understand  it,  between  white  men.  Some  of  the  parties 
were  supported  by  some  of  the  negroes,  and  some  by  the  others? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  mean  any  race  question  at  all. 

Q.  Has  it  not  been  the  custom  here  for  vears,  since  the  Blodgett  election,  in  which 
he  was  defeated,  for  the  white  people  to  aivide  in  municipal  elections,  and  one  side 
or  the  other  of  the  white  Democrats  to  vote  the  negroes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wns  it  not  a  general  thing  that  the  man  who  was  the  most  active  worker  wonld 
control  the  negro  vote? — A.  As  a  general  thing;  except  in  this  last  election,  when 
they  seemed  to  flock  to  Major  Black. 

Q.  Did  not  Major  Black  in  the  last  election  have  the  most  of  the  politicians?— 
A.  His  workers  were  very  active. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  race  antagonism  between  the  white  and  colored  people  in 
Augnsta? — A.  No,  sir;  not  at  aU. 

Q.  At  the  Fifth  Ward,  you  say  this  last  election  was  very  quiet? — A.  Y'es,  sir; 
Tery  orderly. 

Q.  There  had  been  disturbances  there  in  elections  in  previous  years,  had  there 
not? — A.  Yes,  sir.    When  it  was  outside  of  the  city,  and  had  no  approaches. 

Q.  The  Populists  got  a  majority  in  this  last  election? — A.  Yes,  sir;  some  forty  odd. 
I  know  that  was  the  stronghold  of  the  Populists ;  and  I  suppose  they  have  carried  it 
before  even  by  a  larger  vote  than  that. 

Q.  Yon  say  the  negroes  are  Republicans,  as  a  rule? — A.  In  aU  national  elections, 
as  a  general  thing. 

Q.  Do  they  ever  have  any  vote  here  for  their  national  ticket  to  amount  to  any- 
thing?— A.  In  years  gone  by  they  have. 
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Q.  Id  1890,  and  in  past  vears  when  they  had  up  a  national  ticket,  what  proportion 
ot'  the  colored  vote  would  vote  here  for  the  Kepnblioan  nominee;  was  it  not  a  very 
small  proportion ?~A.  No,  sir;  they  had  a  pretty  good  vote. 

(^.  Did  they  ever  have  anything  like  a  thousand  votes  here  in  the  last  seven  or 
eight  years  for  the  Republican  nominee?— A.  I  woo*t  sa^'  about  tlie  last  seven  or  eight 
yesm^'but  they  did  just  after  the  war.  In  the  Harrison  election  they  were  very 
active. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  were  only  at  the  Fourth  Ward  for  a  short  timef — A.  At  ihis  laat 
election  I  was  only  tiiere  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Q.  You  say  if  there  had  been  any  repeating,  you  are  satisfied  your  officers  would 
have  detected  it  and  stopped  it.    Were  tbey  from  a  detective  agency  for  the  purpose 
of  detecting  this  f— A.  It  is  their  duty  to  do  that. 
Q.  You  had  30  men  at  the  Fourth  Ward f— A.  About  30. 
Q.  Did  yon  discover  any  irregularities  in  the  Congressional  election  of  1892! 
(Contestee*B  oonnsel  object  to  counsel  for  contestant  continuing  to  ask  qneHtions 
in  reference  to  the  election  of  1892,  that  election  having  been  passed  on  by  Congress 
in  favor  of  the  Democratic  candidate,  and  is  not  now  in  issue.) 

WiTNKSa.  I  don't  recollect. 

(j.  Well,  in  1894  f — A.  I  don't  recollect  any  irregularities  then  at  all.  It  was  talked 
of  afterwards — as  to  the  number  of  votes  polled. 

Q.  You  diticovered  nothing  that  day  of  fraud  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  officers  arrested  no  one  f—  A.  No,  sir.  They  were  there  for  the  preservation 
of  order. 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  going  into  what  occurred  in  the  election  of  1894,  the 
isme  being  irrelevant,  which,  if  the  contestee  were  to  enter  upon,  would  encomber 
this  record. ) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  West.)  Is  it  not  entirely  possible  that  if  there  was  a  method  of  repeat- 
ing being  done,  if  it  was  done  in  an  orderly  way  without  disturbance,  they  could 
not  have  been  detected  by  your  officers! — A.  No,  sir;  it  would  have  been  noticed. 
Some  man  might  have  slippe<l  in  occasionally,  bnt  no  regular  method.  The  parties 
would  have  been  noticed  and  arrested. 

Q.  Yon  say  it  came  to  your  knowledge  that  the  Populists  would  probably  have 
their  weapons  up  at  Bassett's.  Did  you  investigate  that  place.  Did  you  go  into  Mr. 
Bsfisettsf— A.  I  did  not.  I  just  had  this  information.  It  was  given  me  f^om  such 
a  source  that  I  had  a  right  to  rely  upon  it. 

Q.  From  whom  did  yon  have  that  information! — A.  From  the  county  judge  and 
the  sheriff. 

Q.  Judge  Eve  and  Sheriff  O'Connor!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

if.  Did  tbey  know  it  of  their  own  knowledge! — A.  I  don't  know.  They  said  they 
relied  very  much  upon  the  information  they  had. 

Q.  You  saw  no  arms  there! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  no  effort  to  use  any  that  day! — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  The  connty  judge  and  the  sheriff,  you  say,  informed  you  of  an  intended  plot  to 
kill  a  negro  and'scatter  the  others! — A.  They  said  that  was  the  information  they  had, 

Q.  They  were  giving  it,  then,  not  from  having  heard  the  Populists  express  them- 
selves, but  from  other  people! — A.  They  said  they  had  gotten  it  from  the  Popnlists. 

W*  Did  they  give  you  the  names  of  the  Populists! — ^A.  No,  sir;  they  talked  it  in 
their  office. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  guaranteed  the  negroes  protection! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  sent  word  to 
them. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  all  of  them  nearly  were  going  to  vote  for  Major  Black! — 
A.  I  did  not  think  of  that.  I  told  them  they  could  come  in  and  vote  for  whom  they 
pleased,  and  they  would  have  the  fullest  protection. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Bassett  being  almost  an  anarchist.  Do  y<m  know  of  anything 
that  he  has  done  on  that  line  in  violation  of  the  law! — ^A.  Nothing  that  I  overheard 
him  say  myself. 

Q.  Yon  mentioned  the  name  of  his  photograph  gallery  as  being  the  "Tom  Watson 
Gallery.''  Is  that  one  of  the  evidences  upon  which  you  base  your  statement! — ^A. 
Kot  at  all ;  I  suppose  that  is  done  to  catch  trade. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Reid  being  an  agitator  and  a  stirrer  up  of  strife.  Did  yon 
ever  know  him  to  precipitate  a  not  at  an  election,  or  anything  of  that  sort! — ^A.  I 
have  not. 

Q.  Jf  be  had  ever  done  so  you  would  have  known  of  it! — ^A.  Oh,  yee.  From  his 
condnct  in  all  these  labor  questions  I  think  he  is  on  that  line. 

Q.  Yon  don't  do  so  because  he  is  regarded  an  a  labor  agitator  !»-A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  bis  stirring  up  of  strife  is  in  talking  toothers,  and  not  in  his  precipi- 
tating trouble! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  to  Mr.  Cobb  being  such  a  bad  man.  What  crimes  has  be  ever  been  convicted 
pff->A.  I  don't  recollect.  He  is  one  of  the  very  lowest  men  in  the  community.  He 
u  a  drunkard,  and  on  the  vagabond  order.  I  have  heard  a  great  many  things  against 
him.    He  is  a  very  low  order  of  man. 
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Q.  Yon  jnst  regard  him  an  a  low  order  of  man  without  any  speeific  charges  against 
himf — A.  Yes,  sir;  because  I  don't  recollect  them  jnst  at  this  moment.  I  can  not 
recall  anything  like  a  theft  brought  against  him,  at  this  time. 

Q.  You  say  you  can  not  recall  it  at  this  time.  Do  ^ou  have  any  recollection  st 
allT — A.  I  do  not  want  to  do  him  the  slightest  injustice.  I  think  I  have  heard  of 
numerous  shortcomings  of  Cobb,  but  I  don't  want  to  bring  it  np. 

Q.  The  most  that  yon  can  recall  is,  that  he  is  generally  regarded  as  a  low  kind  of 
character  f — ^A.  That  is  true. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  each  party  having  headquarters  near  the  polls,  and  stated  it  hsd 
been  the  custom  for  years.  Do  you  mean  by  that,  that  within  the  past  several 
years — say  within  ten  or  fifteen — ^the  Republican  party  has  had  headqnarters  near 
the  polls  in  national  elections  f — A.  Whenever  they  had  anything  like  a  contest  they 
would  have. 

Q.  How  long  since  that  happened  f — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Republicans,  since  the  defeat  of  Bullock  for  goTemor 
and  Blodgett  for  mayor,  they  have  never  had  any  headqnarters  like  thisf — A.  I  think 
in  the  last  election  for  Harrison  they  were  very  active. 

Q.  Where  did  they  have  their  headquarters  established f — A.  I  don't  reooUect;  I 
Imow  they  were  organized. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  have  not  these  headqnarters  yon  speak  of  been  mostly 
nsed,  until  this  Congressional  election  between  Mr.  Watson  and  Major  Black,  between 
Democrats  opposing  each  other  for  city  offices? — A.  Whenever  the  party  was  divided 
they  had  headquarters. 

Q.  The  elections  for  conncilmen,  or  mavor,  or  something  of  that  sort — ^they  are  the 

feople  you  refer  to  as  having  these  headquarters? — A.  Since  the  Harrison  election 
don't  recall  that  the  other  party  has  had  any. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  fact  that  at  the  Harrison  election  von  speak  of  some  of 
those  gentlemen  and  parties  who  are  Republicans  simply  had  tnat  as  a  kind  of  head- 
qnarters and  simply  as  a  rallying  place f— A.  It  might  have  been. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  don't  yon  know  that  the  Populists  did  not  have  any  such 
headquarters  nt  the  last  election? — A.  I  don't  know  that  they  did,  unless  they  hsd 
it  at  Bassett's. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  watch  put  upon  Bassett's  place? — A.  From  a  distance. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  see  anything  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  any  of  these  places  used  as  a  rallying  point  during  an 
election  ? — A.  Not  since  I  have  been  in  the  police  dexiartment. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  character  of  work  done  in  those  places? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  Fourth  Ward,  do  you  know  where  the  place  is  that  the  workers  of  Major 
Black  had  as  a  rallying  point~-do  you  know  where  it  was  located  at? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Dont  you  know  tliat  it  was  in  the  wagon  yard? — A.  I  don't  think  it  was. 

Q.  It  was  in  the  rear  of  the  engine  house,  was  it  not? — A.  I  don't  think  it  was;  I 
don't  think  there  was  anyone  there  at  all. 

Q.  At  the  Fifth  Ward  do  you  know  where  it  was? — A.  I  don't  think  they  had  any. 
You  are  trying  to  get  as  to  the  negro  vote,  are  yon  not? 

Q.  I  am  trying  to  get  at  where  the  place  was  that  they  had  a  kind  of  rallying  point 
near  the  polls.  You  testified  that  each  party  had  a  rallying  point;  what  I  want  to 
know  is,  where  wan  this  located  in  the  Fifth  Ward? — A.  I  don't  think  they  had  any. 
I  recollect  some  man  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  get  those  men  out  of  some  place 
there ;  I  went  there  and  there  was  nobody  there. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  where  it  was  at  the  Fourth  Ward? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  about  the  Third? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Has  it  not  been  the  custom  for  the  city  to  kind  of  supply  the  Democrats  at  aome 
of  these  wards  with  these  headqnarters? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  has  been  testified  that  in  the  1892  election,  at  some  of  these  wards,  city  police- 
men were  stationed  inside  of  those  headqnarters  guarding  the  gate. — ^A.  That  is  a 
mistake ;  if  any  policemen  were  present,  they  were  there  to  preserve  order  and  peace. 

Q.  That  they  were  to  simply  allow  Democrats  to  go  in  and  prevent  others  from 
going  in? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  recollect  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Do  ^ou  recall  that  in  1892,  at  the  court-house,  you  threatened  to  have  Mr.Dea& 
arrested  if  he  did  not  qnit  challenging  voters? 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  the  foregoing  question  relating  to  what  oocnired 
in  the  election  of  1892,  as  irreleveut,  and  as  encumbering  the  record,  and  opening  np 
an  issue  that  would  consume  unlimited  time  to  investigate  and  only  encumber  the 
record. ) 

Witness.  Mr.  Deas  was  here  as  a  United  States  marshal,  and  he  was  so  very  unfair 
in  objecting  to  every  negro  who  offered  to  vote  that  I  objected  to  his  doing  so;  and 
I  might  have  gone  so  for  as  to  tell  him  that  I  would  report  him  to  the  chief  of  the 
United  States  marshals. 

Q.  Then,  you  don't  know  that  you  threatened  to  look  him  np?-^A.  I  don't  think  I 
nsed  that  term.    I  think  I  told  him  that  he  was  there  to  preserve  the  peace  and  that 
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kis  coarae  waa  liable  to  caufte  a  riot.-  He  waa  so  very  nnfair  in  hiB  objections  to  the 
Tolen  that,  as  a  matter  of  precaution  to  those  people,  I  hud  to  say  something  to  him. 
He  was  nnfair  and  nnjust  to  every  colored  man  that  voted. 

<^.  Then  Mr.  Corbett,  the  United  States  marshal,  spoke  to  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.    He 

objected  to  each  negro  voter  and  challenged  him ;  objected  to  every  man  that  came 

ap;  and  not  for  any  cause,  apparently.    That  was  not  just:  not  right.    I  saw  there 

▼as  going  to  be  trouble  if  he  did  not  desist,  and  I  spoke  to  him  to  stop  it  in  order  to 

prevent  that  troabJe.    I  called  the  attention  of  the  United  States  marshal  to  the  fact. 

Q.  Waa  not  the  point  where  the  United  States  mai-shal  had  anything  to  say  to  any 

objections  done  at  either  the  First  or  Third  wards,  and  not  at  the  coart-housef — A. 

I  think  I  met  him  at  the  Third  Ward,  and  he  hastened  down  here  to  the  court-house. 

Q.  You  were  not  present  at  the  coart-house  when  he  camef — A.  No,  sir. 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  and  protest  against  the  record  being  encumbered  by 

details  of  matters  happening  at  the  election  of  1892,  notwithstanding  the  witness' 

replies  may  be  satisfactory  to  contestee's  counsel.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  West.)  At  the  Fourth  Ward  the  voting  was  done  in  the  engine  house 
window  and  doorf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  the  rallying  point  at  that  place  right  in  the  rear  of  the  engine  house ; 
was}  not  that  used  as  the  rallying  point  for  the  Democratic  workers  f — A.  I  think  in 
times  past  it  has  been.  / 

Q.  And  in  this  special  election f — A.  I  don't  think  so.  Someone  told  me  that  there 
were  a  lot  of  negroes  back  in  that  yard  shooting  craps,  and  I  went  in  there  and 
ordered  them  out  of  the  yard. 

i^.  Were  they  shooting  craps? — A.  They  were  on  the  ground.  They  were  a  lot  of 
negro  bovs  about  12  or  1.5  years  of  age,  atid  I  ran  them  out  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  you  see  those  Democratic  workers  there f— A.  >o,  sir.     I  went  in  there  and 
ran  those  boys  out. 
if.  What  tun«*  of  day  was  thatf — A.  About  11  or  12  o'clock. 

Q.  Was  not  the  gate  to  that  meeting  place,  or  the  place  where  you  saw  those  negro 
boys,  in  charge  of  a  policeman f — A.  No,  sir;  the  opening  of  this  gate  was  right  at 
the  polling  place.  There  might  have  been  a  policeman  in  the  neighborhood,  but  he 
was  not  in  charge  of  the  gate. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Something  was  asked  you  about  specific  charge's  against  Samuel  J.  Cobb,  and 
yon  said  yon  knew  about  what  the  specific  charges  were.  •  Do  you  know  whether  he 
was  indicted  for  murder  and  tried  under  that  indictment  in  tnis  county? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir:  he  was  indicted,  but  I  don't  recollect  whether  he  was  tried. 

Q.  He  admitted  on  his  cross-examination  that  he  plead  guilty  to  voluntary  man- 
slanghter. — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  has  been  brought  to  the  barracks  times  innumerable  in 
a  drunken  condition. 

Q.  Is  it  not  also  true  that  he  shot  a  man  a  short  while  ago  up  in  the  Fifth  Wardf — 
A.  Ves,  sir ;  a  constable.    There  was  also  another  charge  which  I  now  forget. 

Q.  Yon  stated  you  received  a  re<}uest  to  be  vigilant  on  the  day  of  election  from  the 
eoanty  judge  and  the  sheriff  of  this  county? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  a  communication  was  brought  to  them 
ccDfidentialJy  from  a  prominent  Populist,  which  led  them  to  make  this  request? — A. 
They  so  told'me. 

Q.  Do  yuu  know  that  there  was  a  large  vote  at  the  last  national  election  for  Presi- 
dent Harrison  in  1892,  when  Mr.  Black  and  Mr.  Watson  were  tirst  running  for  Con- 
gress?—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  .Judson  Lyons,  the  colored  lawyer  here,  one  of  the  Republican  elect- 
omf— A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Were  not  he  and  his  friends  prominent  at  the  polls  canvassing  for  President 
Harrison? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  at  the  polls  and  very  active. 

Q.  Did  not  the  negroes  almost  as  a  unit  vote  for  President  Harrison  on  the  national 
ticket  and  for  Major  Black  as  Congressman? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  almost  unani- 
moQsly. 

<^.  Was  not  Mr.  Corbett,  the  United  States  marshal  in  charge  of  the  election  here 
in  1892,  a  prominent  Republican  in  this  State,  holding  his  office  as  a  Republican 
QDder  the  National  Administration? — A.  He  was. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Deas,  about  which  Mr.  West  has  asked 
JOQ,  was  not  such  as  to  show  that  bis  intention  was  to  obstruct  the  election? — A. 
That  was  it  entirely,  and  the  reason  that  I  objected  to  his  doing  so. 

Q.  Yon  say  the  United  States  marshal,  when  his  attention  was  called  to  the  matter, 
protested  against  his  conduct? — A.  He  told  me  that  he  would  do  so  as  quickly  as  he 
coQld  see  him. 

Q.  Something  was  said  in  the  cross-examination  about  the  issue  or  feeling  between 
the  whites  and  blacks  at  the  Fifth  Ward  at  other  elections.  I  will  ask  you  if  that 
feeling  of  prejudice  against  the  colored  people,  or  race  prejudice,  if  you  may  so 
denominate  it,  wa?  sot  confined  exclusively  to  that  element  that  we  call  the  thrift - 
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Imb  whites  in  the  Fifth  Ward  as  against  the  colored  people,  and  not  on  the  part  of 
the  white  people  generally  f — A.  It  seemed  to  he,  especially  in  this  last  election. 

Q.  There  is  considerahle  antagonism  on  the  part  of  this  class  of  whites  against  the 
colored  people  in  the  Filth  Wardf — A.  Yes,  sir;  oven  to  attempting  to  shoot  them 
during  the  registration  for  this  last  election. 

Q.  That  feeling  does  not  exist  among  the  best  class  of  whitest — A.  It  does  not. 
They  are  perfectlv  willing  to  let  them  vote.  I  know  I  had  to  send  a  large  force  np 
there  to  protect  them  in  registering  for  this  special  election. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  it  is  not  trae  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  encourage  onr  col- 
ored friends  to  turn  out  at  the  Fifth  Ward  on  that  account f — A.  Very,  indeed.  They 
came  to  me  in  the  after  part  and  told  me  of  their  fear  in  voting. 

Q.  In  conseonence,  is  it  not  true  that  a  large  proportion  or  percentage  of  the  negro 
Tote  registerea  in  that  ward  was  not  voted  at  all  7 — A.  That  is  true. 

Recross-examlnation  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  spoke  of  a  prominent  Populist  communicating  with  Judge  Eve  and  Sheriff 
O'Connor;  do  vou  know  who  that  waaf — A.  I  do  not, 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  this  communication  read  yourself  f — A.  They  only  told  me  of  the 
information  received. 

Q.  You  mean  Judge  Eve  and  the  sherifi? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  up  to  1892,  for  eight  or  ten  years  before  that,  the  Repnb- 
lioans,  and  especially  the  negro  Kepnblicans,  had  not  voted  here  in  national  elec- 
tions f — A.  I  think  thev  do  vote  in  national  elections. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  tnat  np  to  1892  they  had  polled  verv  few  votes  heref — A.  I  know 
there  is  not  so  much  interest  as  there  had  been,  but  they  vote  for  the  Republican 
President. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  thiit  as  an  inducement  for  voting  for  Major  Black  and  givinfc 
them  that  privilege  of  voting  unmolested,  they  were  allowed  to  vote  for  the  Renob- 
lican  President? — A.  Oh,  no,  sir;  they  had  not  been  molested  for  voting  for  wnom 
they  pleased. 

Q.  Had  they  not  in  past  years  been  intimidated? — A.  I  can  not  say  that  they  had. 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Corbett  told  you  he  would  speak  to  Mr.  Deas? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understood  Mr.  Wright  to  ask  you  if  this  animosity  between  the  whites  and 
the  blacks  in  the  Fifth  Ward  was  not  confined  mainly  to  that  thriftless  class  of  white 
people,  and  yon  answered  that  it  was.  Those  who  labor,  although  poor — ^there  is  a 
better  feeling  existing  between  them  and  the  negroes? — A.  I  would  say  so. 

Q.  You  say  those  laboring  men — ^the  factory  operatives — who,  though  unlettered, 
you  have  no  charge  against,  and  who  are  supporters  of  Mr.  Watson,  live  in  t^e  Fifth 
Ward  ? — ^A.  That  is  correct,  and  I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no  feeling  on  earth  against 
them. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  some  shooting  of  some  negroes  in  the  Fifth  Ward.  Who  did 
that? — A.  I  recollect  one  fellow  by  the  name  of  Eideon,  I  think.  Then  I  recollect 
that  one  night  somebody  fired  at  a  negro,  and  I  have  never  been  abl«  to  locate  the 
parties. 

Q.  Was  that  for  registering? — A.  They  told  ma  that  was  the  reason. 

Q.  What  was  the  size  of  the  registered  vote  of  the  Fifth  Ward? — A.  I  have 
forgotten. 

Q.  Then  you  are  not  prepared  to  say,  except  in  a  general  way,  that  the  registered 
vote  was  not  polled? — A.  The  full  vote  was  not  polled. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  negroes  that  voted  ? — A.  I  do  not;  except  as  hear-  * 
say. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykin  Wmght,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  are  the  politics  of  this  Mr.  Eidson? — A.  He  is  a  very  strong  Populist. 
Q.  While  you  don't  remember  the  exact  vote  registered  and  the  exact  vote  polled, 
you  do  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  vote  polled  fell  considerably  short  of  the 
registered  vote,  among  the  colored  people  of  that  ward? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  very 
noticeable. 

Geo.  M.  Hood. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  PuhliCf  Rickmaitd  County.  Oa, 

JOSEPH  CARTLEDGE,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 
Q.  What  is  your  official  position? — A.  I  am  a  lieutenant  of  the  police  force  in  thlB 

city. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  lieutenant? — A.  About  five  years. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hold  any  office  previous  to  that? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  a  sergeant 
for  five  or  six  years,  a  private  for  three  or  four  years  before  that,  and  a  snbstitnte 
for  a  year  or  two  previous  to  that. 
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<).  Then  your  oonneotion  with  the  police  force  has  been  how  longf — A.  Fifteen  or 
lixteen  years. 

Q.  In  the  management  of  the  police,  who  is  in  command  ? — ^A.  The  chief. 

Q.  Who  nextf — ^A.  The  lieutenants.    I  am  the  second  lieutenant. 

(i.  Ton  two  lieutenants  are  assistants  to  the  chief  in  the  command  of  the  force f— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  the  election  of  1895? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Of  what  polls  were  yon  in  charge? — ^A.  The  Fourth  Ward  polls. 

Q.  How  many  men  did  yon  have  with  you? — A.  I  had  about  30. 

Q.  is  that  not  an  unusual  number  to  carry  to  a  single  precinct? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Why  was  the  number  exaggerat<ed  on  that  occasion  ? — A.  Because  information 
hid  been  received  by  us  that  the  Populist  party  were  going  to  kill  a  negro  the  first 
thing  in  the  morning)  and  that  their  guns  were  (quartered  at  Mr.  Bassett's  place  of 
business  near  the  polls.    For  that  reason  we  carried  this  force  there. 

Q.  Was  that  information  received  from  parties  whose  reliability  yon  were  assured 
off— A.  Yee,  sir;  I  received  the  information  directly  from  the  chief,  and  presume  he 
got  it  from  good  parties. 

Q.  Were  you  in  charge  there  during  the  day? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  there  the  entire 
day.    I  opened  the  polls. 

(^.  Were  you  there  until  they  closed? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  correct  that.  I  am  not 
sore  whether  I  opened  and  closed  the  polls  or  not,  but  to  the  best  of  my  recollection 
Idid. 

Q.  Having  been  there  the  entire  day,  will  yon  state  what  in  your  judgment  was 
the  conduct  of  the  election  held  there  that  day? — A.  As  far  as  I  know  it  was  a  fair 
election. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  election  as  to  peace  and  quiet  and  lack  of  intimi- 
dation?  Was  any  complaint  made  to  you,  as  the  officer  in  charge,  as  to  the  violation 
of  any  law,  the  intimidation  of  any  voter,  or  any  attempt  by  any  voter  to  repeat? — 
A.  Not  a  particle. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  excessive  repeating,  or  any  repeating  at  all  to  any  extent 
in  that  ward,  were  not  you  in  a  position  to  have  seen  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  Popu- 
lists were  very  numerous  around  there,  and  I  think  they  would  have  complained  to 
me  if  any  snch  thing  had  happened. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  you  in  a  place  to  command  a  full  view  of  the  sidewalk  aronnd  the  polls  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.     I  was  there  all  day  long  around  among  the  voters. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  voters,  such  as  changing  their 
coats,  or  doing  anything  to  diseuise  their  appearance  so  as  to  repeat,  would  you 
hsve  seen  it? — A.  I  would.  If  I  nad  not,  somebody  would  have  called  my  attention 
to  it. 

Q.  If  anybody  made  any  such  statement  as  to  the  Fourth  Ward,  how  would  yon 
characterize  it? — A.  I  would  say  it  is  not  true.  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  I  would 
have  seen  it.  This  feeling  was  so  great  that  I  did  not  leave,  and  no  sueh  thing  could 
possibly  have  occurred  there  ^inless  1  knew  of  it.  I  would  have  been  informed  of  it 
by  some  of  my  men  or  by  somebody  on  the  opposite  side. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  such  a  state  of  affairs  existing  as  I  have  named  to  yon  as 
having  been  sworn  to  by  witnesses  until  I  asked  you  this  question? — A.  I  never 

hare. 
Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  elections  in  the  city  of  Augusta? — A.  I  have  been  for  the 

last  fonrteen  or  fifteen  years. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  practice  of  approaches  around  the  polls? — A.  Where  a  con- 
test was  probable  we  always  built  approaches. 
Q.  What  is  the  object  of  those  approaches? — A.  They  are  for  the  protection  of  the 

Toter,  and  are  great  assistance  to  the  police  department. 
Q.  In  what  way  are  they  of  .assistance  to  the  police  department?— A.  In  this  way : 

If  we  had  not  had  that  approach  built  in  this  special  election  there,  it  would  have 

been  almost  impossible  to  have  gotten  in  any  vote  at  all     As  the  voter  was  going  up 

to  cast  his  ballot  the  opposite  side  would  have  jeered  at  him,  and  that  would  have 

eauMd  a  difficulty  if  we  had  not  had  these  approaches  there.    The  approaches  kept 

everybody  out  but  the  voter,  who  was  allowed  to  go  in  and  vote. 
Q.  Were  the  approaches  that  were  used  in  18d5  the  same  character  of  approaches 

that  were  used  in  previous  elections,  or  not? — A.  About  the  same. 
Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  did  these  approaches  interfere  with  the  fullest  and  freest 

investigation  by  both  parties  of  the  character  of  voting  taking  place  at  the  polls? — 

A.  It  did  not. 
Q.  Were  the  Popnlists  and  the  Democrats  allowed  representatives  at  the  voting 

▼i&dowB  in  this  election? — A«  Yes,  sir;  each  party  had  a  representative  there. 
Q.  And  no  vote  could  be  polled  except  under  the  supervision  of  that  representa- 

tiTe?— A.  I  don't  think  there  could  be. 
Q.  What  has  been  the  practice  of  the  parties  as  to  headquarters  near  the  polls? — 

A.  Both  parties  in  a  contest  generally  have  headquarters  close  to  the  polls. 
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Q.  Were  those  headquarters  oonduoted  hy  the  parties  or  the  candidates  for  tlie 
voters,  or  were  they  conducted  hy  the  city  admiDistratioitf — A.  They  were  con- 
dnoted  hy  the  candidatoH  or  their  friends. 

Q.  What  duties  were  required  of  your  officers  on  duty  at  the  Fourth  Ward  that 
day? — A.  To  keep  order. 

Q.  Were  the  orders  that  you  gave  to  your  men  partisan  at  all  in  their  chara-cter?— 
A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Were  you  partisan  iu  your  commands f — A.  Not  at  all;  there  were  no  orders 
issued  hy  me  further  than  to  carry  out  the  law. 

Q.  Was  any  complaint  made  to  you  hy  any  representative  of  any  party  ? — A.  None 
whatever;  nothing  sufiieient  for  me  to  investigate. 

Q.  Was  any  complaint  made  to  yon  hy  Mr.  Silas  Reid? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Silas  Reid? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  have  for  a  considerable  length 
of  time. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  in  the  community  ? — A.  He  has  always  been  an  agitiitor, 

frincipally  against  the  interests  of  the  ^ood  people.  If  my  memory  serves  me  right, 
think  he  was  a  great  leader  in  the  strike  we  had  here  once.  He  has  always  been 
in  the  opposite  direction  to  the  better  class  of  people  in  the  community. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Cobb? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  have  for  four  or  five 
years. 

Q.  What  is  his  character? — A.  I  think  he  has  been  living  off  the  charity  of  the 
county  for  some  length  of  time.    I  have  never  known  him  to  work  in  my  life. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  that  character,  would  it  commend  him  to  belief  in  a 
conrt  of  justice? — A.  I  would  not  think  so. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  any  Populist  complaining  about  not  having  full  and  free 
opportunity  to  vote  on  the  day  of  the  election  ? — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  there  any  interference  on  the  part  of  anyone  to  prevent  any  Populist 
from  exercising  full  and  free  suffrage? — A.  I  heard  of  none,  and  know  of  none. 

Q.  Were  you  familiar  with  the  Populist  strength  under  this  registration  law?— A. 
I  think  so. 

Q.  How  many  votes  would  you  say  they  had? — A.  I  don^t  think  they  have  over 
800  or  900  votes  in  the  county  under  this  present  registration  law. 

Q.  You  were  only  at  the  Fourth  Ward  that  day? — ^A.  That  was  all. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  to  any  of  the  other  polls? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  In  conclusion,  you  repeat  that  the  conduct  of  that  election,  so  far  as  you  saw, 
was  perfectly  free  and  impartial? — A.  I  do. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  are  a  Democrat  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  And  voted  for  Major  Black? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Chief  Hood  also  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  rumor  about  weapons  over  at  Bassett's,  and  the  plan  to  kill  a  negro  by  the 
Populists — ^you  knew  nothing  of  that  yourself  except  what  was  told  you  by  the 
chief  ?— A.  That  is  all.  , 

Q.  Nothing  of  that  kind  occurred? — A.  No,  sir.  I  think  the  force  I  carried  up 
there  possibly  prevented  them  from  it. 

Q.  Ton  saw  no  indication  of  weapons  at  Mr«  Bassett's? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  saw  no  indications  of  anyone  endeavoring  to  start  a  riot  there? — ^A.  None 
at  all. 

Q.  So  your  expression,  then,  that  you  think  the  force  stopped  it  is  only  to  this 
extent,  is  it  not:  That  if  there  had  been  any  intention  they  would  have  stopped  it! 
You  don't  know  that  tiiere  was  any  intention  ? — A.  Only  through  information  received 
from  the  chief  of  police. 

Q.  You  were  there  all  day? — A.  Yes,  sir;  from  the  opening  to  the  closing. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  that  if  there  had  been  any  repeating  or  illegal  voting  yoa 
would  either  have  seen  it  yourself  or  had  your  attention  called  to  it?— A.  1  think  so. 

Q.  Were  you  on  the  lookout  especially  1k)  detect  illegal  voting? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was 
not.  I  was  there  to  preserve  good  order  and  the  peace.  But  if  any  complaint  had 
been  made  to  me  sufficient  to  be  investigated  I  would  have  done  so. 

Q.  Where  were  you  stationed  at  the  Congressional  election  of  1894? 

(Contestee's  counsel  objects  to  any  questions  relating  to  the  election  of  1894  as 
being  irrelevant,  and  the  effect  of  which  will  be  simply  to  encumber  this  record.) 

Witness.  I  was  at  the  Fourth  Ward. 

Q.  Were  you  there  all  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  evidences  of  illegal  voting  did  you  see  there  that  day  ? 

(Contestee's  counsel  again  objects  and  protests  against  any  question  being  asked 
relating  to  the  election  of  1894  as  being  irrelevant  and  calculated  to  greatly  encum- 
ber the  record.) 

Witness.  I  saw  no  evidence  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  in  1892? 
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(Conteetee's  connscl  objects  to  this  as  beinic  irrelevant  and  only  encnmbering  the 
record.) 

Witness.  I  think  almost  the  entire  vote  was  cast  at  the  conrt-honse.  I  was  sta- 
tioned at  the  Fourth  Ward  polls  at  every  election  they  have  had  since  the  first  one 
between  these  two  candidates.  No  complaint  has  ever  been  made  to  me  in  any  of 
tbose  elections  as  to  fraud. 

Q.  If  any  had  occurred  you  would  have  seen  itf— A.  I  think  so;  and  if  there  had 
been  the  other  party  would  have  undoubtedly  come  to  me  and  made  complaint. 

Q.  Yon  had  the  same  opportunities  for  seeing  that  yon  did  last  yearf — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  each  party  having  headquarters! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  the  Democrats  have  their  headquarters  in  the  Fourth  Wurdf — A. 
Tbst  I  am  unable  to  toll  you.    They  had  them  somewhere  around  there. 

Q.  Was  the  voting  precinct  just  insi<1e  the  engine  house  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  not  just  in  rear  of  the  engine  honsef — A.  I  don't  know. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  interjections  of  contestee's  counsel,  cautioning  the 
vitii4*8e  to  testify  only  as  to  what  he  knows  of  his  own  knowledge,  the  witnees  now 
beiog  upon  the  cross  examination.) 

Q.  You  say  yon  don't  knowf — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Dirl  you  go  into  that  inclosure  or  alleyway  in  the  rear  of  the  engine  house 
daring  the  davf  — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  don  t  know  what  transpired  in  there  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  the  Populists  had  any  headquarters 
Dear  the  Fourth  Ward  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  think  there  were  enough  of  them. 

Q.  These  headquarters  you  refer  to,  when  you  say  that  each  party  had  them  don't 
700  refer  to  the  municipal  elections  between  mayors  and  oonnoilmen,  and  not  in 
Congressional  elections f— A.  They  had  them  in  the  election  between  Mr.  Watson 
and  Mr.  Black. 

Q.  Where  did  the  Populists  have  any  headquarters f — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Then,  as  to  your  Knowledge  of  headquarters  being  near  the  polls,  you  don't 
refer  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Populists? — A.  No,  sir.  I  say  this  in  explanation, 
that  wherever  there  is  a  contost,  the  parties  generally  have  those  places  near  the 
voting  preeinct. 

Q.  1  our  idea  of  that,  and  where  you  have  seen  it,  there  have  been  opposing  politic 
eil  factions  for  municipal  matters? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  also  in  this  Congressional 
election. 

Q.  But  as  I  understand  yon,  yon  don't  know  any  headquarters  that  the  Populists 
had  in  any  of  Mr.  Watson's  campaigns? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Then  those  yon  know  are  those  the  Democrats  had? — A.  I  know  of  the  Popn- 
lists  having  meetings  at  certain  halls,  and  they  would  come  from  their  headquarters 
to  the  voting  precinct. 

Q.  That  refers  to  places  where  they  would  meet  prior  to  the  election? — A.  Yes, 
•ir;  they  would  meet  the  night  before  and  come  to  tne  polls  the  next  morning  in  a 
pretty  strong  body.    I  am  not  speaking  of  the  Fourth  Ward. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  about  the  Populists  at  the  last  election  having  any  headqnar- 
terR  from  which  they  operated  during  the  day  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  policeman  in  the  rear  of  the  engine  house,  or  in  that  alleyway 
in  the  rear  of  the  engine  house  that  day? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  negroes  playing  craps  in  there  that  day? — A.  I  did  not.  As  I 
stated  before,  I  did  not  go  in  there. 

Q.  You  speak  of  the  strength  of  the  Populists  being  800  or  900;  you  mean  that 
many,  yon  think,  were  all  that  were  registered.  There  may  have  been  more  in  the 
cooDty  that  were  not  Registered? — A.  Yes,  sir.  My  opinion  is  that  under  this  regis- 
tration law  I  don't  think  there  was  over  that. 

Q.  Did  yon  look  over  the  registration  list? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yonjndgethat  the  Populists  polled  about  what  they  had ?~A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think 
^ey  polled  about  their  strength. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  judge  from? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykik  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  have  no  definite  recollection  of  the  elections  of  1892  or  1894,  as  to 
where  yon  were  located? — A.  I  said  that  in  1894  I  was  stationed  at  the  Fourth  Ward 
polls. 

Q.  Ab  to  the  election  of  1892,  yon  have  no  recollection  as  to  whether  all  voted  down 
hereor  not?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  by  somebody  in  this  examination — I  do  not  recall 
who— that  there  were  voters  who  were  not  21  years  of  age  at  the  polls.  I  don't 
blow  whether  that  applied  to  the  Fourth  Ward  or  not,  but  I  will  ask  you  this  ques- 
tion anyway:  Did  yon  or  not  see  any  voter  at  the  Fourth  Ward  whose  appearance 
woold  indicate  that  he  was  under  21  years  of  age? — A.  I  did  not,  sir. 
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Beorofls-examination  by  J.  T.  Wbbt,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  paid  do  particular  attention  to  looking  out  for  ageaf — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did 
not. 

JOSBPH  CaRTLEDGE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Babrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  Coumtf,  Go. 

WILLIAM  M.  BEARDEN,  for  the  contestee,  sworn : 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohbn,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  were  you  employed  during  the  recent  election  between  Major  Black  and 
Mr.  Watson  f — A.  I  was  employed  in  the  tax  collector's  office. 

Q.  What  were  your  duties  in  the  tax  collectors  office f-~ A.  I  was  sent  up  to  the 
Third  Ward  to  look  after  the  registration  up  there. 

Q.  What  was  your  conduct  as  such  registry  clerk  in  the  Third  Wardf — A.  My  con- 
duct was  of  the  very  best.  I  tried  to  be  fair  with  all  comers.  Mr.  Montgomery  and 
Mr.  Williams  were  there. 

Q.  As  representatives  of  what  parties? — A.  I  was  told  of  the  A.  P.  A.  and  Populist. 

Q.  Those  parties  were  recognized  as  in  opposition  to  the  Democratic  party  f— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  These  men  were  present? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  them  that  if  they  saw  any  negro 
coming  up  to  register  the  second  time,  or  anybody  else  that  they  objected  to,  he 
should  not  register. 

Q.  Was  any  complaint  made  to  you  during  your  time  as  register  that  yon  had  not 
done  your  duty  and  observed  the  law? — A.  Frequently  they  would  say,  "That  man 
has  registered  before,"  and  I  would  turn  him  down ;  I  turned  down  lots  of  them. 

Q.  How  many  people  do  you  suppose  were  refused  in  the  tax  collector's  office 
during  the  entire  term  of  registration? — A.  I  was  not  in  there,  but  I  have  heard 
Mr.  Bohler  and  Mr.  Steed  say  1,500  to  2.000. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  witness  stating  what  Mr.  Bohler  and  Mr.  Steed 
said,  they  being  obtainable,  and  this  being  irrelevant  and  hearsay.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Cohen.)  Were  you  employed  in  that  work  until  the  list  closed?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  it  closed  were  you  employed  in  any  other  capacity? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  was 
sent  up  to  Lincoln  County  by  the  Democratic  committee  here. 

Q.  What  was  the  commission  upon  which  you  were  sent  to  Lincoln  County f— 
A.  As  I  recollect,  we  were  told  that  the  registrars  of  Lincoln  County  had  mimnter- 
preted  the  law.  and  they  thought  they  had  a  right  to  strike  a  man's  name  withoat 
having  notifiea  him;  and  as  that  was  illegal,  we  were  sent  up  there  to  ai«l  them  in 
sending  out  summons  and  to  get*out  the  list. 

Q.  Was  your  ide;i  to  have  a  fair  voters'  list  or  an  unfair  one? — A.  A  fair  list. 

Q.  Were  your  instructions  on  that  line  or  otherwise? — A.  We  were  so  instructed. 

Q.  Then,  your  duties  in  going  up  there  were  to  aid  the  registrars  in  sending  oat 
notices,  so  that  parties  could  be  legally  examined  before  any  action  was  taken  on 
their  names? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  also  to  assist  in  making  out  a  legal  voters'  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  cause  of  this  hurry  in  sending  you  and  Mr.  Steed  up  there?— 
A.  Tbht  was  only  two  or  three  days  before  the  election,  and  the  Popnlists  said  they 
would  vote  regardless  of  a  list.  Dr.  Sims  said  he  did  not  have  sufficient  clerical 
assistance  to  set  out  the  list  in  time. 

Q.  Who  is  Dr.  Sims? — A.  He  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  registrars  for  Lineoln 
County. 

Q.  How  did  you  go  to  Lincolnton  ? — ^A.  We  went  to  Washing^n,  Ga.,  and  took  » 
private  conveyance  to  Lincolnton. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  notice  as  to  the  reception  that  would  be  given  yon  in 
Lincolnton? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  met  Mr.  Colley  and  another  gentleman  whose  name  I 
do  not  recall  just  at  this  time,  in  Washington,  and  they  said  it  would  be  dangerous 
for  us  to  go  there,  as  the  people  might  think  that  we 'had  come  for  the  purpose  of 
''  doctoring"  their  list,  or  something  of  that  sort.    They  advised  us  to  go  as  drummers. 

Q.  Did  you  go  there  openly? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  did.  We  got  there  and  went  to  the 
hotel.  We  were  afraid  to  talk  too  much,  but  we  met  a  Mr.  McGowan,  who  finally 
intimated  that  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  we  told  him  that  our  business  there  was  to 
assist  the  registrars  in  sending  out  summons  and  to  get  the  list  out  for  election  day. 
He  advised  us  not  to  say  a  word  about  it  until  we  conferred  with  Dr.  Sims  the  next 
morning.  Dr.  Sims  had  been  out  all  night  with  some  patient,  and  did  not  get  there 
until  late  the  next  morning.  Our  mission  became  known,  and  we  could  see  a  crowd 
collecting  at  the  court  house.  I  was  told  that  Mr.  Remsen,  the  Populist  ordinary  of 
the  county,  had  sent  out  runners  to  tell  the  Populists  to  come  in.  They  did  come 
in ;  some  were  walking,  some  were  on  mules,  and  some  were  in  bnggries. 
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Q.  Wlubt  condition  were  they  in  as  to  arnief — ^A.  They  had  knives^  pistols,  and 
sticks:  some  had  shotguns. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Bemsen  say  anything  to  yon  or  to  Mr.  Steed  in  reference  to  his  desire 
that  yon  take  yonr  departure  from  that  county f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  told  us  that  if  we 
went  to  the  registrar's  office  to  do  the  work  we  were  sent  there  to  do  there  would  be 
bloodshed,  and  that  we  had  better  return  to  Augusta.    That  was  the  language  he  used. 

Q.  He  advised  you  to  leave f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  left  because  you  did  not  want  to  shed  any  of  the  blood  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whois  this  Mr.  ttemsenf — A.  He  is  the  ordinary  of  Lincoln  County. 

Q.  What  is  his  politics  f — ^A.  He  is  a  Populist. 

Q.  A  leading  Populist  of  that  cctunty  f — A.  He  is  called  the  **  czar"  of  that  county. 
We  took  his  advice,  and  did  not  tarry  up  there  very  long.  As  we  left  that  after- 
noon the  crowd  at  the  court  gave  three  cheers  for  Tom  Watson. 

Q.  Was  there  any  evidence  of  these  armed  men  feeling  unfriendly  toward  youf — 
A.  We  did  not  come  in  contact  with  any  of  them  at  all.  We  went  on  the  first  floor 
of  the  court  house  and  talked  a  while.  They  looked  at  us  very  suspiciously,  and 
looked  to  me  as  though  they  were  eager  for  a  fray. 

Q.  Ton  voted  in  Augusta  at  the  special  election  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  anything  unfair  there  f — No,  sir.  I  voted  at  the  court-house,  in  the 
Second  Ward. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  The  only  part  you  had  in  the  registration  was  what  you  saw  in  the  Third 
Ward f— A.  Yes,  sir.  The  first  two  or  three  days  I  was  at  the  Fourth  Ward  assist- 
ing my  brother.  Mr.  Steed  was  then  in  the  Third  Ward,  and  they  transferred  him 
to  the  country  and  sent  me  to  the  Third  Ward. 

Q.  You  are  a  Democrat  f — A.  I  am,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  voted  for  Major  Black  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

g.  Did  you  vote  for  him  in  1892  and  1894?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  1  understand  it,  you  turned  down  a  good  manyf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  many,  do  you  suppose? — A.  I  don't  know  how  many  I  turned  down 
or  how  many  I  registered,  but  I  am  satisfied  I  turned  off  nearly  as  many  as  { 
registered. 

Q.  From  charges  made  by  those  gentlemen  f — A.  Yes,  sir,  and  what  I  could  remem- 
ber myself.  I  would  turn  them  off  just  as  quickly  when  those  gentlemen  Icnew  it 
ss  when  I  knew  it,  unless  I  was  certain  the  man  had  not  registered. 

Q.  When  you  would  turu  them  off,  what  would  they  do— leave,  or  would  they 
oome  right  back  and  want  to  register  again? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  I  had  to 
tarn  them  away  the  second  time. 

Q.  As  to  the  number  turned  off  at  the  court-house,  that  is  only  hearsay? — ^A.  Tes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  say  when  you  got  to  Washington  those  gentlemen  told  you  it  would  be 
d^gerons  for  you  to  go  to  Lincoln  County? — A.  Mr.  Colley  called  up  those  two 
other  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  had  been  in  Lincoln  County  on  business,  and  they 
told  08  that. 

Q.  What  were  the  names  of  those  men? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  They  told  you  that  your  motive  might  be  misunderstood,  and  that  you  had  bet- 
ter go  as  commercial  drummers? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  state  that  Mr.  Colley  said  the  people  there  might  think  you  were  com- 
inip  npto  falsify  their  registration  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  got  there  yon  saw  Mr.  McGkiwan? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  never  did  see  Dr.  Sims? — ^A.  Oh,  yes.  Mr.  Fogarty  came  up  that  day.  Dr. 
flima  did  not  get  in  until  late  in  the  day. 

<).  Yon  saw  him  before  you  left? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  advised  you  to  go  home?— A.  He  told  us  not  to  go  in  the  registrar's  office. 
They  hired  six  or  eight  clerks  to  do  the  work. 

Q.  And  they  disposed  of  the  list,  did  they  not? — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about 
it  after  I  left. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  Judge  Remsen*s  office? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  talked  with  him? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  bad  known  him  in  Augusta.  We  went 
ftnt  to  the  court-house  door,  and  he  invited  us  into  his  office. 

Q.  You  found  him  pleasant? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  offered  you  no  violence?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  yon  that  he  had  sent  out  for  those  men? — A.  No,  sir.  That  was  a 
•object  of  common  conversation  on  the  front  hotel  veranda.  Among  the  people 
present,  I  think,  was  one  of  the  registrars — Mr.  Zellars. 

Q.  How  many  people  do  you  suppose  were  collected  around  the  court-house? — A* 
I  iQppose  at  least  100. 

Q.  How  many  shotguns  did  you  see? — A.  I  only  saw  one.  I  noticed  the  attitndi9 
of  the  men  more  than  anything  else.    They  loohed  very  threatening. 
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Q.  This  gentleman  who  had  a  shotgun,  yon  don't  know  if  he  had  been  hunting f— 
A.  lie  curried  the  gun  on  his  shonlder,  but  be  had  no  dogs  with  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  who  that  gentleman  was?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How*  many  pistols  did  you  see? — A.  X  don't  know.  I  saw  several.  Some  of 
them  were  carried  in  such  a  way  that  you  could  see  them  sticking  out  of  the  hip 
pockets.  I  could  see  the  handles  of  some  out  of  the  side  pockets  of  coats.  I  sup- 
pose I  saw  half  a  dozen. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  pall  out  any  pistols? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  a  good  many  sticks  ?-^A.  Yes,  sir.  Approximately  everybody  had 
sticks. 

Q.  Did  anybody  say  anything  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  went  into  the  court-house  was  any  indignity  offered  you? — ^A.  We 
did  not  go  up  into  the  registrar's  office. 

Q.  The  hotel  is  just  in  front  of  the  court-house? — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  went  out  to  that 
well,  and  I  said  to  Steed,  *'  I  see  Judge  Remseu  over  in  the  door  of  the  court-house, 
and  I  believe  I  will  go  over  and  speak  to  him.*'  We  went  over  to  the  court-house, 
and  1  spoke  to  Mr.  Krmsen,  and  he  asked  us  in  his  office. 

Q.  Did  anybody  say  anything  about  doing  you  violence? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  attempt  any  violence? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  went  out  they  attempted  none? — A.  No,  sir.  Judge  Bemsen  told  me 
that  if  we  went  into  the  registrar's  office  there  would  be  bloodshed;  and  we  did  not 
dare  put  our  foot  in  the  registrar's  office. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  he  understood  your  coming  there? — A.  He  said  it  was  a 
reflection  on  the  county  that  they  did  not  have  business  men  enough  there  to  write 
out  the  list. 

Q.  Did  he  not  say,  further,  that  it  wan  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  people  in  Augusts 
to  go  up  there  and  manipulate  their  lists?— A.  '  o,  sir.  I  think  Mr.  Remsen's  idea 
was  to  nave  as  few  summonses  issued  as  possible. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  registrars  of  that  county  had  a  great 
many  summonses  issued? — A.  Dr.  Sims  said  that  if  he  had  the  time  he  could  reduce 
that  list  500  votes.  It  was  only  three  or  four  days  before  the  election  when  we  were 
there.  At  that  ti  me  they  had  sent  out  no  summonses.  His  idea  was  at  first  that  those 
who  were  not  summoned,  but  who  appeared  us  suspects,  could  not  go  on  the  regis- 
tration list.  That  was  the  information  we  got  from  the  committee  in  Augusta,  some 
of  whom  had  talked  with  Dr.  Sims. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  nothing  irregular  at  the  polls  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote? — A.  At  the  court-house.     I  was  only  thore  a  short  time. 

Q.  Then  there  might  have  been  irregularities  and  you  not  have  seen  them  f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykik  Wkight,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  say  the  registrars  of  Lincoln  County,  as  you  understood  it,  had  consumed 
the  most  of  their  time,  up  to  within  three  or  four  days  of  the  election,  in  examining 
the  books  and  ascertaining  who  were  illegal  from  the  records? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  was  the  report  that  in  their  opinion  it  was  not  necessary  if  they  found  s 
man's  taxes  were  not  paid  or  he  was  otherwise  illegally  on  the  list— that  they  would 
not  have  to  serve  him  with  a  notice? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Dr.  Sims,  the  chairman  of  the  registrars,  told  you  that  from  his  examina- 
tion of  the  books  he  thought  he  could  reduce  that  list  how  mauy? — A.  The  list 
originally  amounted  to  1,200  names,  or  something  like  that,  and  he  said  he  could 
rednce  it  to  500. 

Q.  That  county  was  largely  a  Populist  county  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  very  few 
Democrats  in  the  county.  They  said  that  what  white  Democrats  there  were  could 
control  the  colored  Democrats  working  for  them  on  account  of  those  incendiary  talks 
of  the  Populists. 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  this  statement  of  the  witness  as  being  entirely 
hearsay  and  irrelevant.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Wkight.)  You  say  it  was  common  talk  in  the  little  village  that  Mr. 
Remsen  had  sent  out  runners  for  those  men  after  yon  arrived? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  a  fact  that  they  came  in  after  ^on  arrived? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  condition  were  they — excited,  or  otherwise? — A.  They  were  excited, 
and  they  came  in  squads  of  tive  or  six.    They  looked  like  they  were  eager  for  a  fray. 

Q.  How  many  would  you  say  were  assembled  before  you  left? — A.  I  should  say 
their  were  about  100  around  the  court-house. 

Q.  Lincoln  ton  is  practically  only  a  court-house  and  inn  and  a  store  or  two?— A. 
Tes,  sir;  that  is  all.  I  think  there  are  one  or  two  stores  doing  business.  Several 
are  closed  up  and  not  occupied. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  the  population  of  the  village  would  be? — A.  I  don't  know 
that  you  could  hardly  call  it  a  village.  There  are  just  a  few  scattered  houses  around 
there. 
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Q.  I  will  ask  yoa  if  yon  were  not  told  by  Dr.  Sims  that  it  was  next  to  impossible 
to  get  clerical  help  there? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  told  me  that  at  the  dinner  table,  at  the 
same  time  that  he  told  me  that  if  he  had  the  time  he  could  reduce  the  list  to  500. 

(^.  Was  it  not  due  to  the  fact  alone  that  yon  gentlemen  were  there  and  tendered 
yoQr  flervices  that  Mr.  Remsen  and  the  other  Populists  were  sent  for  and  agreed  to 
serve  as  clerks  afterwards? — A.  Yes,  sir.    Mr.  Remsen 's  son  acted  as  a  clerk. 

K^.  Were  not  those  clerks  Populist  clerks? — A.  1  tbink  there  were  six  or  seven 
men,  and  that  about  half  were  Democrats  and  the  other  half  Populibts. 

(^.  Do  yoa  know  whether  Mr.  D.  Q.  Fogarty  was  likewise  treated  with  indignity 
in  any  shape  while  he  was  there?-— A.  1  know  he  was  up  there  several  days  before^ 
sad  there  came  near  being  a  riot  from  some  cause.  He  went  there  to  advise  with 
the  registrars  and  look  at  the  registry  list  and  see  the  manner  in  which  the  registrars 
were  condaeting  their  investigations,  and  there  came  very  near  being  a  fuss. 

(Contestant's  counsel  olnects  to  this  testimony  as  hearsay  and  irrelevant) 

<4.  {hj  Mr.  Wright.)  who  is  Mr.  D.  G.  Fogarty  ?~A.  He  is  a  practicing  attorney 
in  the  city  of  Augusta,  and  he  represents  this  county  in  the  Georgia  legislature. 

Q.  YoD  sav  Dr.  Sims  finally  advised  you  to  go  home.  Why? — A.  He  said  be  did 
not  want  to  have  any  trouble. 

Q.  What  reason  did  he  assign  why  you  had  better  go  home? — A.  He  said  that  the 
Populists  objected  to  our  being  there,  and  that  if  we  attempted  to  assist  in  their 
work  ii  it  would  bring  about  a  riot  and  bloodshed. 

Q.  Then  you  were  prevented  from  offering  or  tendering  your  sei^vicss  to  the  reg- 
istrars by  reason  of  the  threats  of  violence  anticipated  on  the  part  of  the  Popn- 
lists? — A.  We  were.  I  would  like  to  state  Mr.  Bohlers  instructions  to  us  every 
morning  as  we  left  his  office  to  go  to  these  different  wards  in  the  city  to  register 
Toters.  Thev  were  to  be  very  careful  about  repeating;  not  to  allow  anybody  to 
registering  the  second  time,  and  if  we  had  any  aonbt  as  to  any  man's  age,  to  turn 
bini  down. 

Q.  Did  yon  carry  out  those  instructions? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  yoa  allow  any  man  to  register  in  Augusta  while  yon  were  acting  as  regis- 
try clerk  whose  appearance  indicated  that  he  was  not  21  years  of  age? — A.  I  did 
allow  one  boy  to  register  that  I  thought  was  not  quite  21  years  of  age;  I  knew  his 
mother,  she  having  worked  for  my  family,  snd  I  sent  him  to  get  a  note  from  her  to 
the  effect  that  he  was  of  age,  which  he  did,  and  I  permitted  him  to  register. 

Vj.  Is  that  the  only  one  whose  appearance  indicated  that  he  was  not  21  years  of 
age  that  yon  allowed  to  register? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  yon  nllow  a  man  to  register  as  21  or  22  whose  appearance  would  indi- 
cate that  he  was  30  or  35  years  of  age? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  very  particular  in  thai 
regard. 

Recross-exauiination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  As  to  how  the  people  of  Lincoln  County  rontrol1e<l  the  negroes  there  yon  knew 
nothing  of  your  own  knowledgt^?— -A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  who  told  you  that? — A.  I  think  Mr.  Crawford  was  one  of  the 
gentlemen  who  told  ine.  I  asked  him  why  it  was  that  those  Democrats  who  were 
there  could  not  vote  the  negroes  who  were  working  for  them,  and  he  said  that  on 
scconnt  of  the  incendiary  talks  of  the  Populists  they  could  not  do  it. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  the  town  of  Lincolnton  has  several  hundred  population? — 
A.  I  don't  know  how  many  it  has. 

(j.  Yon  did  not  really  go  over  the  town? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  took  a  little  ride  out  over 
the  town. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  the  size  of  the  town,  do  you? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  the 
namber  of  inhabitants. 

Q.  There  may  be  several  hundred  there,  so  far  as  yonr  personal  knowledge  goes? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  there  are  several  hundred. 

(^.  Would  yon  say  there  were  100  people  there?—- A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  yon  say  there  were  200 f— A.  Well,  I  should  say  there  were  about  150. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  took  a  ride  that  morning? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  yon  riding  with? — A.  I  think  the  gentleman's  name  was  Mnrray. 

Q.  About  Mr.  Fogarty  being  up  there  several  uiays  before  your  trip ;  yon  don't 
kiow  anjrthing  that  happened  to  him,  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir;  only 
what  he  and  others  told  me. 

Q.  You  do  know  that  they  sncceeded  in  getting  some  Democrats  and  some  Popn- 
litts  there  who  helped  them  with  the  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Adjourned  at  1  p.  m.  until  Tuesday,  January  21. 

Wm.  M.  Bearbkn. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 


B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Bickmond  Coaiify,  6a. 
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TUKSDAT,  JmMumrjf  il. 

Present  for  contestant,  J.  T.  West,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  C.  H.  Cohen,  eiq., 
And  B.  Wright  esq. 

JOSEPH  B.  CUMMING,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Will  yon  please  state  your  profession  f — A.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Q.  What  preparation  did  yon  nave  for  yonr  profession,  and  how  long:  have  yoa 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  it,  going  somewhat  into  details,  if  yon  please f — ^A.  In 
the  matter  of  general  education,  I  graduated  at  the  University  of  Georgia.  I  west 
from  the  university  to  Europe,  and  was  in  Europe  for  a  little  more  than  three  yean. 
I  then  returned  and  studied  law  in  my  father's  office,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Onuimin«;,  here 
in  Augusta.  Then  I  went  to  Harvard  Law  School  and  attended  lectnrea  there  in 
1858  and  1859.  After  that  I  came  home  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  Septem- 
ber term,  1859,  of  the  Columbia  superior  court.  In  passing,  I  will  say  that  I  had  the 
honor  to  be  examined  by  Governor  Jenkins,  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  .John  IC.  Jackson,  and 
Mr.  Wm.  A.  McLaws,  attorney-general. 

Q.  You  entered  then  upon  your  profession  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  practiced  my  professioo 
then  for  about  a  year,  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

Q.  Did  yon  enter  the  Confederate  service;  and  if  so,  please  state  what  positionA 
you  occupied  of  rank  in  the  service  f — I  entered  the  service  as  a  private  in  the  Ciinch 
Rifles  from  this  place,  Company  A,  Fifth  Georgia  Regiment.  I  was  successively  ser- 
geant-major of  the  regiment,  lit- utenant,  captain,  and  was  then  appointed  as  major 
in  the  adjutant-generars  department,  and  in  that  capacity  I  served  the  latter  part  of 
the  war  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  J.  B.  Hood  and  Gen.  J.  E.  .Johnston.  .Inst  before 
the  close  of  the  war  I  was  appointed  colonel  of  a  regiment  which  was  made  npin  (h« 
reorganization  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  in  North  Carolina  in  the  latter  part  of 
March,  1865. 

Q.  After  yonr  return  from  the  army  you  then  entered  upon  the  regular  practiee  of 
your  profession  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  been  engaged  in  that  exclusively  ever  since 
with  occasional  service  in  the  State  legislature.  That  has  been  the  only  break  thai 
there  has  been  in  my  continuous  practice  of  my  profession. 

Q.  Referring  to  your  service  in  the  general  assembly ;  will  yon  state  what  positiona 
yon  oocupied,  what  civil  offices  you  held  in  that  linef — ^A.  I  represented  Richmond, 
County  in  the  house,  and  part  of  the  time  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  house  I  wsf 
also  speaker  of  the  house.  I  also  represented  this,  the  Eighteenth,  senatorial  dis- 
trict in  the  State  senate. 

Q.  With  those  exceptions,  you  have  been  continuously  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
lawf — A.  Yes,  sir;  continuously  and  exclusively. 

Q.  If  you  will  not  regard  it  impertinent,  will  you  state  s  )me  of  the  principal  cli- 
ents that  you  now  have  f  Or  I  will  put  it  in  this  way :  Are  you,  or  not,  the  general 
counsel  of  the  Georgia  Railroad?— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  been  the  general  counsel  of 
the  Georgia  Railroad  and  Banking  Company  for  something  over  eighteen  years.  I 
am  also  general  counsel  for  the  Georgia  Railroad  Company,  which  is  a  totally  diff<M^Mit 
concern.  It  is  the  lessee  company  of  the  Georgia  Railroad.  I  am  also  the  attorneY 
for  the  Georgia  Railroad  Bank.  I  also  represent  what  was  until  recently  the  Souta 
Carolina  Railroad,  but  which  is  now  the  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  Railroad. 
Until  recentlj"^  I  had  been  for  years  the  counsel  of  the  Augusta  and  SumraerriUe 
Railroad  Company,  but  some  antagonism  having  sprung  up  recently  between  that 
and  some  of  my  older  clients,  I  have  had  to  give  up  that  position.  I  happen  to  be 
just  at  this  time  representing,  as  leading  counsel,  all  the  railroads  that  come  into 
Augusta,  except  the  Augusta  Southern,  in  an  important  int<erest  they  have  before 
the  city  council. 

Q.  In  your  practices,  I  will  ask  yon,  what  courts  have  you  had  occasion  to  appear 
inf — A.  Mainly  in  the  State  courts,  but  also  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  circuit 
and  district  United  States  courts  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  I  have  had  some  practice 
in  the  circuit  court  of  appeals,  and  some  little  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

Q.  Coming  down  to  the  point,  now,  that  we  desire  to  ask  you  abont,  were  you,  ot 
not,  during  the  late  special  election  in  October,  1895,  selected  as  chairman  of  the  lar 
committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  construing  our  recent  registration  law,  and 
advising  and  counseling  with  the  campaign  committee  in  their  campaign  under  that 
registration  lawf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was. 

Q.  Who  were  associated  with  youf — A.  Mr.  C.  Henry  Cohen  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Lamar. 

Q.  Did  you  act  as  chairman  of  that  law  committee f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  acted  as  chair- 
man. I  don't  recollect  by  what  designation ;  either  by  my  seniority,  or  from  having 
been  designated  by  the  committee;  anyhow,  I  acted  as  chairman. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  character  of  yonr  associates,  as  gentlemen  and  lawyers  f— A. 
There  are  none  better.    Mr.  Cohen  has  been  at  the  bar  something  over  twenty  years. 
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He  f Indied  lA^r  In  my  o£Qce  something  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  and  his  standing 
St  the  bar  Is  most  excellent,  and  in  the  community.  He  has  been,  as  we  aU  know, 
repeatedly  appointed  by  different  governors  of  the  State  to  the  important  office  of 
•olicitor  of  the  city  conrt  of  Richmond  County,  and  has  had  a  good  general  prac- 
tice. Hr.  Lamar,  I  think,  has  not  been  at  the  bar  quite  so  long.  Nobody  stands 
better  at  this  bar,  or  anywhere  in  the  State,  than  he  does.  He  is  at  present  one  of 
the  three  revisers  of  the  code,  appointed  b^  the  legislature  to  revise  the  code  of  laws 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  being  associated  in  that  work  with  Judge  John  L.  Hopkins 
and  Hon.  Clifford  Anderson,  who  was  for  ten  or  twelve  years  attorney-general  of 
the  State. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  under  what  circumstances  your  law  committee  was  called  into 
existenoe,  for  what  purpose,  and  how  it  performed  its  duties,  especially  with  refer- 
ence to  its  faimensand  impartiality  in  its  rulings  and  positions  upon  such  questions 
is  arose  daring  the  campaign f — A.  A  number  of  questions  were  likely  to  arise,  as 
they  had  in  previous  contests,  questions  purely  of  law,  and  it  was  considered  best 
by  the  general  campaign  committee  that  they  should  have  a  small  committee  of 
lawyers  especially  cnarged  with  the  consideration  of  legal  questions.  It  was  more 
important  to  do  that,  I  think,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  had  a  new  law  entirely, 
the  registration  law  passed  by  the  legislature  Just  before  this  election.  It  was  an 
enactment  of  considerable  length  and  had  a  number  of  provisions,  and  it  had  not 
been  in  operation  at  ail.  This  was  the  first  election  under  it,  and  it  was  considered 
desirable  that  it  should  be  well  considered,  and  thai  it  would  be  necessary  to  advise 
the  persons  who  had  to  administer  the  law.  I  think  that  was  probably  the  main 
reason  our  committee  was  constituted;  I  know  that  was  the  mam  business  of  the 
committee.  I  do  not  now  recall  that  any  other  questions  came  before  the  committee 
other  than  those  which  related  to  the  construction  and  administration  of  that  act  of 
the  legislature. 

<^.  I  will  ask  you  if  in  your  conferences,  both  with  the  Democratic  candidate  and 
with  the  managers  of  the  campaign,  the  matters  of  conference  were  confined,  when 
Toar  committee  was  called  on  to  act,  entirely  to  legal  questions  arisingf — A.  Entirely. 
I  was  a  member  of  some  other  committee  in  which  other  questions  were  discnsseil— <• 
perhaps  the  general  committee— but  in  our  law  committee  that  was  the  only  thing. 
Yon  have  asked  me  as  to  the  spirit  in  which  we  dealt  with  the  duties  we  were  called 
npon  to  perform.  We  endeavored  to  be  entirely  fair-miiiued  and  Judicial.  I  know 
we  were  in  spirit  and  in  intention,  and  I  believe  that  our  opinions,  or  rulings,  or 
whatever  they  may  be  called,  were  sound,  and  I  am  sure  they  were  fair  and  impar- 
tial. 

V.  In  reaching  a  conclusion  on  matters  arising  under  that  law,  did  it  occur  that 
your  positions  in  any  instance  were  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  candi- 
date in  their  operation  f — A.  I  think  (^uite  as  Irequently  as  to  the  view  taken,  or  that 
might  have  been  taken,  by  the  Populists.    I  recall  two  instances. 

Q.  That  were  disappointing  to  tne  Democratic  managersf — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  remem- 
ber a  case  which  came  up  from  Jefferson  County,  where  the  (question  was  this:  The 
Democratic  committee  there  were  inclined  to  take  the  position  that  if  a  voter  had 
not  paid  his  taxes  at  the  time  he  registt'red,  and  if  that  could  be  shown,  he  would  be 
disqnalified,  notwithstanding  his  effort  to  pay  the  taxes  subsequently,  and  it  was' 
deeired  to  enforce  that  rule.  I  don't  know  whether  that  was  submitted  to  the  i  est 
of  the  committee  or  not.  1  know  Mr.  Cohen  was  present,  though,  and  it  was  decided 
at  (Mice,  and  iustructiouM  were  given  them  that  that  w<ih,  in  our  opinion,  not  the  law; 
that  a  person  who  had  registered  improperly  without  paying  his  taxes  could  after- 
wards qualify  himself  by  paying  the  taxes. 

Q.  Your  opinion  going  to  the  extent  that  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  derilection  at 
the  time  of  registering,  that  that  was  a  matter  for  the  ]>enal  laws,  and  not  one  of 
disqualification? — A.  Kxuctly.  Then  tehre  was  another  instance  in  reference  to 
Lincoln  County,  where  the  Democratic  managers  knew,  of  course,  there  would  be  a 
▼ery  large  Populist  majority,  and  it  was  ascei  tained  that  the  Democratic  registrars 
had  misconstmed,  ss  we  thought,  their  duty  under  the  law,  and  proposed  to  strike 
off  the  names  of  voters  Irom  the  list  whom  they  found  as  defaulters  on  the  tax  books, 
without  giving  them  a  hearing.  And  they  put  it  on  this  ground,  that  they  did  not 
hsTs  the  time  to  give  them  one  day's  notice  under  the  terms  of  the  law ;  that  if  they 
mdertook  to  serve  notices  upon  the  larg^  ii umber  who  appeared  to  be  in  default, 
^y  would  not  get  through  tlieir  work,  and  that  they  would  proceed  to  leave  off  all 
who  appeared  as  defaulters,  without  giving  them  tneir  day  in  conrt.  That  infov- 
laatioQ  reached  the  law  committee,  or  a  member  of  it,  on  the  street,  and  he  at  onoe 
called  a  eonference,  and  you  were  one  of  the  members  of  that  conference.  Thevs 
was  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  holaing  that  this  was  wrong:  that  the  registrars 
had  no  right  to  strike  anyone  from  the  list  without  serving  him  under  the  law — 
pving  him  his  day  in  conrt.  And  instrnctions  were  immediately  prepared  and  sent 
by  special  messenger  to  Lincoln  County  to  inform  the  registrars  of  their  duty: 
That  they  must  not,  even  if  they  had  not  the  time  to  serve  the  parties,  that  if  their 
names  were  on  the  list  they  must  stay  there  until  they  had  their  day  in  court. 
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Q.  I  vfill  ask  you  if  at  the  time  this  conclasion  was  reached  and  embodied  in 
instructions  ^hioh  were  sent  b^  special  messenger  to  Lincoln  Conuty^  if  it  was  not 
definitely  known  to  us  all  that  it  Avonld  probably  increase  the  Populist  rote  several 
hundied  over  what  we  knew  to  be  its  leffitimate  strength  f — A.  That  was  my  impres- 
sion ;  that  the  result  of  it  would  be  to  leave  a  large  number  of  Populist  voters  on 
the  list  who  ought  under  the  law  to  be  off  the  list  and  would  be  if  the  registrars 
had  time  for  the  proper  investigations.  But  we  regarded  it  as  one  of  the  cardinal 
points  of  all  the  proceedings  to  ^ive  a  man  his  day  in  court,  and  if  that  could  not 
be  done  he  must  remain  on  the  list  and  be  permitted  to  vote. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  this  sense  of  judicial  fairness  did  not  prevail  in  every  matter 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  duties  of  that  committee f — A.  I  certainly 
believe  that  it  did.  I  know  that  I  had  that  spirit  myself,  and  that  the  expressions 
and  acts  of  my  associates  on  the  committee  indicated  that  they  had  the  same. 

Q.  Did  not  that  extend  to  the  candidate,  and  to  the  political  mansgers  who  con- 
ferred with  the  committee? — A.  It  did.  I  think  that  the  feeling  was  very  strong  to 
secure  an  election  under  the  law. 

Q.  ]  will  ask  you  if  this  sentiment  was  not  prevalent  among  the  managera.  as  well 
as  your  committee,  and  known  to  youf  That  we  felt  that  we  could  better  afford 
defeat,  than  to  violate  the  spirit  and  letter  of  that  lawf— A.  1  know  that  feeling 
prevailed  among  those  controlling  the  management  of  tlie  campaign  and  among 
others.  Mr.  Black  went  to  what  1  would  consider  an  extreme  in  that  respect ;  he 
was  exceedingly  tender  on  that  subject.  And  1  think  he  shrank  much  more  from 
being  charged  Justly,  or  with  any  show  of  Justice,  with  an  unfair  election,  than  he 
did  from  defeat. 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  the  latter  part  of  the  witness*  answer  to  the  fore- 
going question,  as  it  embodies  sentiments  of  conversation  of  the  oontestee,  and  is  in 
that  matter  irrelevant  and  hearsay.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Wright.)  It  is  charged  in  the  notice  of  contest  that  yon  and  your 
committee  constituted  a  coterie  of  legal  friends  of  the  Democratic  candidate,  organ- 
ized for  the  purpose  of  depriving  the  Populists  and  esnecially  the  colored  PopnTists 
of  the  district  of  their  right  and  intention  to  vote  for  tne  Populist  candidate.  I  will 
inst  ask  you  whether  that  charge  contains  any  element  of  accuracy  t — A.  As  stated 
by  yon,  it  has  some  element  of  accuracy.  We  were  friends  of  Mr.  Black ;  it  is  aci^o- 
rate  to  that  extent.  I  believe  Mr.  Watson  said  we  were  a  select  committee;  I  believe 
we  were  selected.  As  to  whether  we  were  a  coterie  or  not,  1  suppose  we  were,  as 
that  means  almost  anything.  If  it  was  used  in  the  sense  of  imputing  to  us  any 
improper  motives,  it  is  not  accurate  at  all.  He  also  states  that  we  had  our  head- 
quarters at  Augusta;  that  is  correct;  we  all  lived  here,  and  had  our  offices  here,  and 
this  was  the  point  from  which  the  campaign  was  to  be  managed.  In  no  other  respect 
whatsoever  is  it  correct  or  accurate.  It  is  certainly  very  inaccurate  when  it  attrib- 
utes to  us  a  purpose  to  have  the  law  so  administered  as  to  deprive  anybody  of  a  vote 
that  he  was  entitled  to  cast;  in  that  particular  Mr.  Watson  is  totally  mistaken.  I 
don't  know  that  that  is  exactly  the  right  expression  to  use  either,  because  I  do  not 
believe  that  Mr.  Watson  himself  believed  that  charge  was  true  when  he  made  it.  I 
think  the  feeling  of  disappointment  got  the  better  of  his  calmer  Judgment  when  he 
made  that  charge.     It  is  certainly  grossly  wrong. 

Q.  Mr.  Watson  knows  the  gentlemen  and  their  character  who  constituted  that 
committee,  does  he  not?— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  will  sav  for  myself  that  he  has  always 
treated  me  with  distinguished  courtesy  and  consideration,  which  would  not  be  at 
all  in  keeping  with  the  opinion  that  he  has  embodied  in  that  charge.  I  attribute  it, 
without  any  feeling  of  resentment  whatever,  to  the  irritation  of  disappointment. 

Q  You  have,  in  a  general  way,  stated  what  the  spirit  of  the  Democratic  candidate 
and  the  Democratic  managers  and  this  law  committee  was  with  reference  to  securing 
a  fair  election,  entirely  devoid  of  a  suspicion  of  fraud.  You  were  in  Angusta  Just 
previous  to  the  election  and  on  the  day  of  the  election,  were  yon  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  yon  in  a  position  to  be  able  to  state  what  in  your  opinion  was  the  charac- 
ter of  that  election,  so  far  as  you  could  observe  it  personally? — A.  I  would  say  in 
general  terms  that  it  was  a  remarkably  quiet  election  as  far  as  I  could  observe.  I 
would  state,  however,  that  I  was  not  much  about  the  polls.  I  voted  in  the  country 
early  in  the  morning  before  coming  to  the  city,  and  then  came  down  to  my  office  and 
remained  there  without  leaving  until  probably  up  to  I  o'clock.  Then  I  came  out  of 
my  office,  and  walked  down  to  this,  the  court-house  precinct,  and  asked  how  the 
Tote  was.  It  t\  as  as  quiet  there  as  this  room  is  now.  Some  voting  was  going  on, 
and  everything  was  proceeding  in  a  very  orderly  way.  Instead  of  going  directly 
back  to  my  office  I  went  half  a  square  below  to  the  First  Ward  precinct,  and  found 
the  same  state  of  affairs  there,  only,  so  to  speak,  more  so,  it  was  so  very  quiet.  The 
voting  was  all  one  way ;  the  few  about  there  seemed  to  be  In  perfect  good  humor. 
That,  I  believe,  was  the  extent  of  my  observation.  My  office  is  right  on  the  main 
street — Broad  street — and  there  was  nothing  in  the  way  of  disorder.  Now  and  then 
▼on  would  see  a  squad  of  persons  going  to  the  polls,  a  little  hUarious,  all  from  good 
humor  apparently. 
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Q.  Did  yoa  see  anything  in  your  visits  to  the  polls  that  indicated  any  unfairness 
or  any  illegality  or  irregularity  or  that  was  calculated  to  excite  your  suspicion  of 
the  same? — A.  Nothing  whatever. 

Q.  Yon  are  doabtless  familiar — having  lived  here  all  your  life,  and  your  family  for 
generations  before  you — with  the  character  of  our  people  generallv  and  somewhat 
with  their  affiliations.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  state  what,  in  your  opinion, 
WM  the  relative  strength  of  the  Populist  party  and  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
from  what  sources  of  our  population  each  derived  its  strength. — A.  As  far  as  the 
relative  strength  is  concerned,  I  could  not  Judge  of  that  except  by  the  elections ;  but 
I  have  never  to  my  knowledge  met  half  a  dozen  Populists  in  Richmond  Cuunty. 
That  there  are  some  here  I  must  believe,  but  I  never  encounter  them.  To  the  liest 
of  my  information  and  belief  those  that  are  here  are  the  least  responsible  ]>ortions 
of  the  community.  Thev  have  less  influence — they  have  absolutely  none  whatever 
beyond  the  influence  which  each  man  has  who  casts  a  ballot.  I  don*t  know  a  single 
man  belonging  to  the  party  whose  opinion,  whose  views,  or  whose  daily  life  has  any 
indoence  upon  the  community  whatever. 

(roes-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

<j.  Yon  spoke  of  the  law  committee  being  in  conference  and  sending  out  inforraa- 
ti(>n  or  advice,  I  suppose  on  legal  pointsf  — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Was  this  advice  sent  out  to  the  registrars  of  the  difterent  counties  or  sent  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  of  fhe  counties? — A.  Really  I  could  not 
tell  yon  how  it  was  sent.  My  impression  was  that  it  was  sent  to  both.  But  as  to  the 
distribution  of  these  circulars  or  letters,  1  had  notliing  to  do,  nor  had  the  committee 
a<  far  ss  I  know.  We  would  prepare  them  and  they  woubl  be  turned  over  to  the 
caoipaign  committee  and  that  committee  would  have  them  printed  and  sent  out.  I 
never  saw  them  after  they  left  uiy  office. 

V«  Yon  don't  know  what  was  done  with  the  opinions  you  formed,  other  than  that 
it  was  j;eneral  infonnationf — A.  That  was  what  it  was  intended  for.  From  time  to 
time  people  and  members  of  committees  in  various  counties  asked  for  opinions  as  to 
vhat  the  law  meant  on  certain  lines  or  particulars.  I  recollect  in  one  instance— I 
think  it  came  from  Warren  County — we  were  informed  by  a  member  of  the  committee 
Q|>  there  that  there  was  a  diversity  of  view  at  the  local  bar  and  would  we  give  our 
views  which  we  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  any  occasion  to  give  an  opinion  on  this  question,  that  where  a 
i&aD>  name  failed  to  appear  upon  the  tax  books  for  any  one  year,  say  18d0 — did  not 
appear  at  all,  either  as  having  paid  his  tuxes  or  as  a  defaulter— -did  you  have  any 
oeeaston  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  where  the  burden  of  proof  rested  in  that  case? — 
A.  I  don't  recollect  that  particular  question,  Mr.  West.  I  think  everything  we  did 
vasin  writing;  the  circulars  are  somewhere.    What  was  that  (question  again? 

Q.  Suppose  a  man  had  registered,  and  the  registrars,  in  looking  over  the  books, 
fonnd  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  tax  books  for  a  certain  vear.  and  he  was  cited 
W  appear  and  show  cause  why  his  name  should  not  be  stricken  from  the  book,  on 
vhom  was  the  burden  of  prooff — ^A.  I  am  sure  that  question  was  never  submitted 
to  us. 

(4.  As  that  question  did  not  come  up  before  you,  I  would  like  to  get  your  opinion 
on  that  kind  of  a  question,  as  you  are  one  of  the  law  committee. — A.  An  opinion 
after  the  event  f 

^.  Yen,  sir.  The  Question  is  this,  If  a  party  had  registered,  and  the  registrars,  in 
loftkiog  over  the  booKs,  fonnd  his  name  failed  to  axq>ear  at  all  upon  the  tax  books  for 
any  one  certain  year,  and  cited  such  person  to  appear  before  them  to  show  cause  why 
hin  name  should  not  be  stricken  from  the  registration,  and  the  party  appeared,  claim- 
ioj^  not  to  be  a  defaulter  for  the  year  that  he  was  charged  as  not  a)>pearing  upon  the 
books,  upon  whom  should  the  burden  of  proof  rest  in  such  a  case — upon  the  regis- 
trars, to  prove  that  he  was  illegally  registered,  or  upon  the  voter,  to  prove  that  he 
^as  legally  registered  for  that  year? — A.  That  question  was  never  submitted,  but  if 
fQbmitted  now,  I  would  not  have  any  hesitation  in  saying  it  was  upon  the  voter  in 
most  instances.  If,  for  instance,  the  registrars  saw  that  the  name  of  a  man  was 
omittecl  from  a  certain  year,  when  they,  from  their  knowledge  of" their  fellow-citizens, 
knew  that  l^e  man  was  then  of  age  and  had  been  of  age  for  years,  that  would  fur- 
nish a  case  in  which  the  record  would  be  against  that  man.  The  record  would  make 
<^(it  a  prima  facie  case  against  that  man,  and  he  would'simply  be  called  upon  to  remove 
that  prima  facie  presumption.  The  burden  would  l>e  upon  him  as  upon  any  man 
agsinst  whom  a  prima  facie  presumption  has  arisen. 

V*  Yon  think  that  in  such  a  case  it  would  be  a  prima  facie  case  against  him? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  his  name  would  be  stricken  unless  that  would  be  overcome? — A.  Y'es,  sir; 
it  would  be  a  removable  presumption. 
Q.  And  further,  M^jor,  I  would  like  to  ask  you— 

A.  Now,  Mr.  West,  if  I  had  plenty  of  time  I  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  blow  off 
my  opinions  for  what  they  are  worth ;  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  opinions  given 
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after  t^e  event  are  hardly  relevant.    I  am  joet  saying  a  word  in  the  interest  of 
myself. 

Q.  In  the  kind  of  a  case  I  have  cited,  the  book  showing  nothing  agiunat  a  mia, 
you  would  say  the  burden  was  upon  him  f — A.  Right  here  I  would  say  that  it  was. 
The  very  silence  was  coudemiiatory. 

Q.  In  that  kind  of  a  case,  nothing  showing  against  the  man  except  his  abeence 
Arom  the  books,  which  you  construe  to  be  prima  facie,  then  ought  not  hia  testimony 
to  be  admissible  as  to  whether  or  not  he  was  a  resident  of  the  county  for  the  year  upon 
which  his  name  failed  to  appear  upon  the  book  f — A.  If  I  had  been  a  registrar  called 
upon  to  decide  that  question,  I  should  have  been  inclined  to  take  his  testimony, 
though  I  do  not  consider  that  the  highest  testimonv.  He  ought  to  have  had  a  tax 
receipt,  or  accounted  for  its  non production.  But  the  fundamental  view  to  talke  of 
that  part  of  the  law  is  this,  that  the  registrars  are  constituted  by  the  law  the  sols 
Judges  of  the  kind  and  sufficiency  of  the  evidence. 

Q.  I  was  nut  then  speaking  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence,  but  of  the  relevancy.— 
A.  Then  I  would  broaden  that  opinion  that  they  are  the  sole  judges  of  the  evi- 
dence to  be  brought  before  them  in  every  tispect  of  the  evidence ;  that  necessarily 
that  duty  was  imposed  upon  them  by  the  law. 

Q.  Yon  si)oke  of  the  production  of  tax  receipts  for  a  certain  year.  The  law  requires 
that  all  taxes  should  have  been  paid  since  1877,  I  believe  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  is  it  not  very  difficult  or  very  unusual  for  anyone,  or  for 
any  great  number  of  people,  to  have  filed  away  their  tax  receipts  for  so  many  years  f— 
A.  Tnat  is  a  matter  of  experience  which  I  really  could  not  give  my  opinion  upon. 
I  believe  I  could  produce  all  of  mine. 

Q.  Yon  have  »  regular  office  and  system  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  would  be  different  from  the  ordinary  farm  laborer? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  sup- 
pose so.    I  handle  my  papers  more  systematically. 

Q.  If  the  books  should  show  a  man  as  a  defaulter  for  any  three  or  four  years  of 
the  time  for  which  he  should  have  paid  his  taxes,  and  he  could  produce  tax  receipts 
for  one  or  more  of  those  years,  but  could  not  produce  them  for  the  other  years,  or 
could  not  produce  them  for  all  of  the  years  for  which  he  was  cited  to  appear,  thns 
showing  that  the  books  were  not  correct,  at  least  in  part,  ought  not  the  evidence 
of  such  suspected  person  to  have  been  admissible  to  explain  the  loss  of  the  other  tax 
receipt,  or  those  wnich  he  could  not  produce  ? — A.  Well,  Mr.  West,  I  can  only  answer 
that  as  the  other:  That  was  a  question  exclusively,  in  my  view  of  the  law,  for  the 
registrars  to  decide.  You  see,  they  were  charged  with  a  duty  to  be  performed  in  a 
limited  number  of  days ;  they  were  also  charged  with  giving  notice  to  persons  whom 
they  proposed  to  remove  from  the  list,  and  then  they  were  directed  to  decide  them- 
selves ui)ou  what  amount  and  what  kind  of  evidence  would  satisfy  them.  In  other 
words,  it  is  just  one  of  those  cases  where  you  have  to  place  a  great  deal  of  power  in 
the  hands  of  certain  men,  and  have  t>o  stand  upon  their  exercise  of  that  power  whether 
it  is  judicious  or  logical  or  not,  and  1  don't  believe  their  action  could  be  attacked 
except  for  bad  faith  or  fraud.  That  is  my  view  of  the  law.  Speaking  of  what  I 
would  have  done  if  I  had  been  a  registrar,  I  would  have  been  disposed,  if  time  bad 
allowed,  to  have  gone  into  every  case  as  far  as  I  could,  to  ascertain  what  was  the 
truth  of  that  particular  cas^.  Hut  the  time  being  limited,  there  had  to  be  some 
rules,  and  having  adopted  those  rules  they  were  obliged  from  necessity  to  abide  by 
them. 

Q.  Then,  if  you  think  the  action  of  the  registrars  was  final,  and  that  their  ruling 
or  action  on  each  case  may  have  been  erroneous,  nevertheless,  a  great  deal  woald 
depend  on  the  fairness  and  spirit  with  which  the  registrars  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  f — A.  Unquestionably.  I  think  the  law  contemplates  that,  for 
it  says  that  they  must  be  enlightened,  fair-minded,  or  some  other  qualifying  words, 
indicating  that  the  law  recognized  that  it  was  legislating  a  great  deal  of  power  into 
the  hands  of  those  people  who  were  to  be  selected  by  the  judge  of  the  superior  court. 
I  don't  recall  the  exact  words.     One  of  the  circulars  we  had  quotes  the  language. 

Q.  The  law  recognized  the  fact  that  they  might  be  partisans? — A.  Yes,  sir:  it 
recognized  human  nature. 

Q.  I  understand  that  in  the  Jefferson  County  case  you  did  advise  them  that 
although  a  party  was  not  a  qualified  voter  at  the  time  he  registered,  he  ix>nld,  on 
being  cited,  remove  that  disqualification f — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  exact  point  decided 
was  this:  It  was  presented  by  their  chairman  that  there  were  a  number  of  Populists 
who  had  registered  without  paying  their  taxes,  but  that  thevhad  been  supplied  with 
means  afterwards  to  pay  their  taxes,  and  were  applying,  or  intended  to  apply,  under 
those  circumstances— in  other  words,  to  qualify  themselves,  the  diequalincatioa 
being  nonpayment  of  taxes.  They  proposed  to  remove  that  (lisqualification  before 
election  day,  and  he  asked  if  they  should  be  permitted  to  remain  on  the  list  and  vote; 
and  the  opinion  given  by  the  law  committee  was  that  they  should.  The  view  we 
had  was  tnis :  That  the  law  intended  to  give  every  man  the  right  to  vote  who  ought 
to,  and  we  were  not  going  to  rule  him  out  on  any  technical  ground.    And,  before  the 


WATSON    VS.   BLACK.  415 

time  came  to  vote,  if  he  coald  remoTe  the  obyious  dUqnalifioation  of  Donpayment 
of  taxes  he  coald  do  so. 

Q.  In  Lincoln  Connty*  in  reference  to  atrikinf^  off  the  men  who  were  not  cited  to 
Appear  and  giyeu  a  hearius,  that  woald  have  been  a  clear  violation  of  the  spirit  and 
IHterof  the  lawf — A.  I  think  so.  We  don't  claim  any  especial  credit  for  having 
fP%eD  them  that  opiuion.  Still,  they  would  have  stricken  them  if  we  had  not  done 
an.  I  would  also  like  to  state  what  was  done  at  that  time.  That  was  a  few  tlaya 
before  the  reviaion  of  the  registration  list  closed,  and  we  recognized  that  up  there 
in  a  mral  connty,  and  in  a  little  towu  like  Lincolnton,  there  being  no  large  number 
of  persons  of  clerical  experience  there,  that  the  registrars  wqjild  find  it  very  difficult 
t»  pass  upon  the  great  uuniber  of  cases  before  them.  Kecognizing  that,  we  at  once, 
either  upon  Mr.  Wright's  suggestion  or  mine — we  were  there  counseling  together 
harriedly — we  at  once  agreed  we  would  send  three  or  four  clerks  up  there  to  assist 
the  reffistxmrs,  and  that  was  done.  They  were  sent  up  there,  but  the  good  people  of 
Lioeoiiiton  would  not  permit  them  to  act. 

^.  That  is  your  inlormationf — A.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  seut  solely  to  aid  tho 
legtstrars  in  doing  their  work  according  to  the  law. 

Cj.  Was  that  to  aid  them  to  issue  subpwnas  and  have  parties  cited  in  order  that 
tber  might  be  stricken  f — A.  The  idea  was  to  get  out  the  notices  to  the  parties  and 
to  pass  upon  their  oases.  The  registrars  were  going  to  strike  them  off,  anyhow, 
without  giving  them  a  hearing.  1  hat  was  the  conclusion  they  came  to  under  their 
view  of  the  law — that  they  must  be  stricken  off.  We  said,  "No;  don't  strike  them 
oS:  and  inasmuch  as  that  imposes  upon  you  a  great  burden,  we  will  relieve  you  aa- 
DiQcb  as  we  can." 

<^.  You  apeak  of  the  impression  of  this  ruling  of  the  law  committee  being  that  it 
allowed  a  great  many  Populists  to  remain  on  the  list  who  would  otherwise  have  been 
fthown  to  be  illegal.  Yon  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  that  factf — A.  None  at 
all.  That  waa  the  impression  that  was  derived  from  a  general  knowledge  of  the 
Mtaation  up  there. 

<^.  You  were  a  member  of  the  law  committee  in  1892  and  1894,  were  you  uotf — 
A.  There  waa  a  law  committee  in  1892  composed  of  Mr.  Barnes,  Mr.  Lamar,  and 
mTMlf ;  I  know  we  three  were  there.  1  recollect  that  the  subject  we  passed  upon 
tben  waa  the  registration  law  which  Judge  Speer  declared  to  be  unconstitutional. 
The  other  question  was  the  appointment  of  deputy  marshals  and  supervisors  of  the 
election,  and  what  were  their  autiea — all  of  which  Judge  Speer  knocked  in  the  head 
by  his  decision.  Another  question  which  we  dealt  with  was  the  number  of  ballot 
boxes  which  it  waa  legal  to  have  in  the  election.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
there  was  no  law  committee  in  1894. 

(^.  WhUe  there  was  no  special  law  committee,  you  and  Mr.  Wright,  and  other 
gentlemen,  politically  and  personally  close  to  Major  Black,  were  at  the  head  of  the 
management  and  direction  of  his  campaign,  were  you  not? — A.  Mr.  Wpght  was  the- 
chainnan  of  the  committee,  and  we  all  took  an  active  part.  I  do  not  lemember  any 
particular  instance  that  arose;  but  we  were  always  ready  to  assist. 

(^.  Yon  were  advising  the  siime  fairness  in  1892  and  1894  that  you  were  in  1895 f — 
A.  I  suppoee  we  were;  I  know  we  were  not  advising  any  nnfaimess.  The  fact  is, 
in  the  election  of  1894,  the  scenes  on  both  sides  were  such  as  to  make  fairness  a  very 
marh  more  prominent  idea  in  our  minds  when  we  came  to  1895. 
(^.  You  were  at  the  polls  in  1892  and  in  1894,  1  supposef — A.  1  voted. 
V.  Did  yon  stay  at  the  polls  louff  ? — A.  1  recollect  being  at  the  polls  in  1892.  1  do 
oot  recall  being  at  the  polls  at  all  in  1894,  except  to  vote  out  at  the  place  we  call 
Battle  Row,  which  is  in  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district.  Fortunately 
1  Toted  early  in  the  day  instead  of  late,  or  1  might  not  have  lived  to  vote  attain. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  illegal  voting  there  f— A.  No,  sir.  If  I  had  been  called  upon, 
to  testify*  immediately  afterwards,  I  could  not  have  stated  a  single  case  which  1 
koew  to  be  illegal  voting. 

Q.  While  you  were  at  the  polls,  as  you  stated,  at  the  court-house  and  at  the  First 
Wani  at  this  last  election,  it  was  for  a  short  while,  and  if  there  had  been  any  sys- 
tem of  substituting  names  on  the  registry  list,  you  would  not  have  known  itf — A. 
No.  sir. 
(4-  As  to  the  character  of  the  Populists  in  this  county.    As  you  only  know  half  a 

dozen A.  That  is  all  I  can  think  of.    Perhaps  my  memory  might  be  refreshed. 

Q.  Except  in  a  very  general  way,  yon  have  no  very  definite  or  accurate  informa- 
tion as  to  the  character  and  standing  of  all  the  Populists  in  Richmond  County  f — A. 
Not  individnally.  I  know  about  who  they  are  as  a  class.  They  are  mainly  factory 
operstirea. 

Q.  They  are  among  that  class  of  people  that,  while  not  educated,  they  are  hon- 
Mtf<-A.  Moat  unquestionably.    They  are  not  enlightened. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  but  what  there  are  Populists  in  the  city  of  Augusta  who  are 
edocatedt — A.  Not  at  all.  I  wish  to  say  they  have  no  weight  in  public  affairs,, 
according  to  my  belief. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  the  personnel  of  the  Populists  of  Columbia  County  f — A.  I  know 
several  of  them. 

Q.  A  good  many  of  them  were  old  soldiers,  were  they  notf— A.  I  suppose  so. 
There  is  my  friend,  Mr.  William  Benton,  who  frequently  reminds  me  of  the  time  thst 
I  gave  him  a  drink  of  whisky  during  the  war  and  thereby  saved  his  life,  as  he  ssid. 

Q.  He  has  been  somewhat  associated  with  yon  in  latter  years  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  would  yon  s'ay  as  to  the  personal  character  of  Mr.  Benton  f 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  irrelevant.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Wkst.)  From  your  intercourse  with  Mr.  Benton,  would  you  regard  him 
as  a  socialistf — A.  Not  from  ray  intercourse  with  him. 

Q.  Now,  taking  the  county  otticers  in  a  general  way,  do  you  know  Mr.  Olive f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  any  testimony  as  to  the  personal  character  of  soy 
individual  member  of  the  Populist  party,  the  same  being  irrelevant,  illegnl,  and 
merely  encumbering  the  record,  they  not  being  witnesses  nor  otherwise  in  a  positiuD 
where  their  character  renders  tlie  question  admissible.) 

W^iTNESS.  I  know  Mr.  Olive  from  having  seen  him  at  the  court-house.  I  know 
nothing  at  all  about  his  private  life. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  official  reputation? — A.  I  know  nothing  in 
•dispura^ement  of  him.  The  few  dealings  that  I  have  had  with  him  have  led  nie  to 
believe  that  he  was  a  prompt  and  efficient  oflifor. 

Q.  How  about  Mr.  McGruder,  the  sheriff? — A.  I  don*t  know  that  I  have  had  any 
occasion  to  discover  it. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  in  a  general  way  that  most  of  the  county  officers  that  are  now 
in  charge  of  their  county  affairs  in  the  Populist  counties  of  McDuffie,  Colnmbia. 
Warren,  etc.,  were  practically  the  same  men  who  were  in  charge  under  the  Demo- 
•oratio  rule  before  the  split  came? — A.  Really,  I  do  not  know  that  one  way  or  the  othtrr. 
I  have  no  affirmative  or  negative  knowledge.  I  know  that  in  McDuffie'there  was  Mr. 
Pierce,  who  was  clerk  under  the  Democratic  r^^gime.  The  ordinary  is  different.  1 
don't  know  about  the  tax  collector.  In  Warren  County  I  think  there  has  been  a 
general  clean  sweep  up  there — the  clerk  is  different  and  the  ordinary  is  different. 

Q.  As  a  general  rule,  what  kind  of  people  are  the  Populists  with  whom  you  are 
acquainted  in  those  Populist  counties? — A.  Very  good  sort  of  people.  About  the 
average  of  the  population  of  those  counties,  so  far  as  I  know ;  but  my  knowledge  is 
very  limited.  I  have  frequently  wondered  that  such  good  people  should  have  wan- 
dered off  after  such  ideas. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  These  abstract  questions  of  law  submitted  by  Mr.  West,  in  which  he  has  given 
hypothetical  cases  for  yon  to  pass  on,  were  not  presented  to  you  while  acting  as 
chairman  of  the  law  committee? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  no  opinion  on  those  subjects  was  ever  given  or  transmitted 
^t  all?— A.  Not  that  I  recall. 

Jos.   B.  CUMMIKG. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 


D.  G.  FOGARTY,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 


B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Puhlic^  Richmond  Countjfj  Ga. 


Direct  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq.: 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  what  is  your  profession? — A.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  at  the  bar  ?~A.  I  think  abont  five  years. 

Q.  Are  you  also  a  representative  of  this  county  in  the  general  assembly  ? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Did  you  have  occasion  to  visit  the  county  of  Lincoln  dnrlng  the  last  special 
election  for  Congressman  from  this  district?— a!  I  did. 

Q.  You  are  a  Democrat,  I  believe? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  believe  you  went  up  there  twice,  did  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  occasion  of  your  visit  f — A.  I  went  there  as  the  representative  of 
the  Democratic  party  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  party  in  that  connty.  On  my 
first  visit,  by  reason  of  the  remoteness  of  Lincoln  County  from  railroad  and  tele- 
graphic communication,  it  was  difficult  to  get  any  very  accurate  information  as  to 
the  exact  status  of  the  political  campaign  in  that  county.  We  were  desiroas  of 
being  regularly  informed  as  to  the  status  of  affairs  there,  as  to  what  was  our  stren^h. 
and  as  to  what  was  the  strength  of  the  enemy.  We  were  not  informed  as  to  just 
how  the  revision  of  the  registration  list  was  being  conducted.  Knowing  that  it  was 
a  new  law,  and  that  possibly  the  parties  there  were  not  as  fully  and  as  accnrately 
informed  as  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  as  they  should  be,  I  went  there,  as  I  have 
«aid,  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  party  generally,  and  especially  to  see  about 
what  was  the  character  of  the  revision  of  the  registration  list;  and  to  confer  with 
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the  rei^strars.  and  to  see  if  they  were  actiiif^  fully  np  to  the  law  and  within  the  law 
in  whateTer  tney  did,  and  see  that  the  revision  was  conducted  legally  and  properly. 
il  Thoae  gentlemen  composing  the  regiHtrars  of  that  county  were  not  lawyers, 
vere  they? — A.  They  were  not.  One  of  them  was  a  physician.  I  am  not  informed 
ft«  to  the  avocations  of  the  other  two.  They  were  farmers,  I  think.  Our  informa- 
tion wa8  that  there  was  only  one  lawyer  in  the  county,  and  that  was  one  of  the 
reMons  why  we  felt  it  was  necessary  for  somehody  to  ^o  there  and  see  that  the  reg- 
istrars were  advised  as  to  the  law  and  were  revising  the  list  correctly. 

V.  I  will  ask  you  what  condition  of  affairs  did  you  find  there  with  reference  to  the 
t^ndnct  of  the  campaign  by  the  PopuliHts,  and  what  was  the  temper  and  spirit  of 

the  campaign  on  their  part,  etc.? — A.  On  my  uecond  visit  to  Lincolnton 

(^.  Before  you  speak  of  what  was  your  second  mission.  After  j'our  first  visit  yon 
cauie  back  and  reported  to  the  campaign  committee  and  to  the  law  committee  here 
wLit  the  views  of  the  registrars  were  as  to  certain  points  of  the  law? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
And  the  method  they  intended  pursuing  with  reference  to  the  revision. 

C^.  I'p  to  the  time  of  your  first  visit,  in  what  had  the  registrarH  been  engaged? — A. 
Tbeyhail  been  engaged  in  ascertaining  those  names  which  they,  from  an  inspection  of 
the  tax-book  stubs,  deemed  to  be  entitled  to  registration.  That,  as  I  understand,  was 
the  sole  evidence  upon  which  they  based  their  findings.  They  were  looking  over  the 
tax  hooks,  examining  the  stubs  and  the  general  tax  books,  and  where  they  found  evi- 
<ieDoe  that  a  man  ha<l  paid  all  of  his  taxes  and  had  registered  they  placed  him  upon 
the  voters'  list.  That  was  the  method  they  were  pursuing.  They  seemed  to  be  of  the 
opinion  that  they  could  possibly  go  through  the  entire  list  made  up  of  all  those 
Damf«;  and  thereafter  they  would  take  np  the  other  names  and  possibly  give  them  a 
hearing.  I  oame  back  to  Augusta  and  we  conferred  about  the  matter,  and  were  of 
tb«>  opinion  that  they  would  not  have  the  time  to  do  any  such  thing.  As  a  result  of 
that,  I  went  again  to  Lincoln  County  to  urge  upon  those  gentlemen  the  necessity 
of  abandoning  that  line  of  conduct,  and,  taking  up  the  list  from  the  beginning, 
wherever  they  found  a  name  that  was  not  entitled  to  go  on  the  list  to  immediately 
i>4ue  a  snbpa*na  to  that  party  directing  him  to  show  cause  why  his  name  shonld  not 
!►♦•  stricken. 

y.  After  yon  returned  to  Augusta  the  law  committee  here,  of  which  Major  Cum- 
min^ was  the  chairman,  had  a  conference,  did  they  not,  and  on  the  strength  of  your 
report  prepared  an  opinion  as  to  the  proper  method  for  the  registrars  to  pursue  in 
jriving  this  notice? — A.  They  did. 

^.  Was  that  opinion,  or  not,  sent  by  yon  and  by  certain  clerks  who  were  to 
suH'ompany  yon  to  Lincoln  County  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  give  every  per- 
son notice  who  was  found  to  be  a  defaulter,  and  have  him  appear  before  his  name 
^honld  be  stricken  from  the  voters'  list! — A.  That  was  the  purpose  of  those  instruc- 
tions: and  those  instructions  were  written  and  were  given  to  the  registrars,  and  they 
^*'Te  also  verbally  given  by  me  to  them  as  what  our  opinion  of  the  law  was. 

t^  Who  were  those  clerks  that  went  up  with  you  or  about  the  same  time? — A. 
They  were  Mr.  W.  M.  Bearden  and  Mr.  Clifford  A.  Steed,  of  this  county. 

<^  Were  they  experienced  clerical  men?-- A.  Yes,  sir.  They  were,  in  the  first 
jM-ire.  men  of  character — men  of  probity,  and  known  to  be  such  in  this  county ;  men 
wiio  are  known  to  stand  above  the  taint  of  suspicion  of  anything  like  fraud  or  trick- 
ery, and  men  who  would  not  under  any  circumstances  vitiate  themselves  with  any 
Rucli  rondnct.  They  were  selected  on  account  of  their  ability  and  experience  in  such 
^ork,  and  on  ncconnt  of  their  probity  and  character.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Steed,  is 
'leputy  tax  collector  here,  and  the  other  is  a  gentleman  who  hjis  been  employed  in 
tile  registering  officer's  office  at  times,  and  who  is  familiar  with  the  work. 

t^  Was  it  not  indicated  in  your  report  that  the  registrars  were  unable  to  procure 
rlrrical  aid  up  there  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  village  and  the  shortness  of 
Tin»<»f— A.  Yes,  sir.  The  aid  they  could  have  secured  I  think  would  have  been 
itterly  inadequate  to  do  the  work  in  the  limited  time.  Something  was  said  about 
their  inability  to  get  aid.  1  said.  *HTentlemen,  if  you  are  unable  to  get  assistance 
hne  1  can  readily  get  you  some  clerks  from  Augusta,  who,  operating  merely  as  clerks 
under  your  control  and  direction,  can  do  the  work  under  your  supervision." 

^.  Was  that,  or  not,  the  sole  object  and  purpose  of  Mr.  Steed  and  Mr.  Bearden 
ar*:oaipanying  you  on  your  second  visit? — A.  Absolutely  so. 

V'  riease  state  howyou  were  received,  and  in  what  way  your  offer  of  assistance 
WW  treated  by  the  Populists  of  that  county,  and  by  whom? — A,  When  I  went  there 
the  second  tinae,  as  I  say,  with  these  instructions  and  after  a  conference  with  our  law 
committee,  I  went  with'  these  gentlemen,  and  as  I  could  not  leave  at  the  same  time 
ihey  did  they  went  by  way  of  Washington  and  I  went  via  McCormick,  S.  C.  I  was 
very  bnsy  when  they  left,  and  remained,  and  departed  on  a  later  train.  They  got 
there  ahead  of  me  on  Saturday.  I  went  by  way  of  McCormick,  and  came  within  a 
t'^vr  miles  of  Lincolnton,  where  I  met  Dr.  Sims,  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  regis- 
trars, who  was  going  in  to  look  after  a  patient.  I  was  just  about  to  give  him,  verbally, 
the  nnggestions  contained  in  the  letter,  when  there  drove  up  a  gentleman — I  think 
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his  name  was  Mr.  King — from  Lincoln  County,  and  with  him  was  Mr.  Clifford  Steed, 
in  a  bu^gy,  and  they  said  to  me  that  their  presence  in  Lincoln  Coanty  was  being 
objected  to,  and  that  they  were  afraid  that  if  I  went  into  Lin  coin  to  u  tkat  possibly 
my  presence  would  canse  some  trouble.  I  asked  what  reasons  they  assigned  for  that 
belief— or,  rather,  if  there  were  any  reasons  that  would  justify  anybody  objecting 
to  our  presence.  They  said  none,  except  that  we  were  Democrats,  and  that  Mr. 
Bemseu  and  others  were  objecting  to  it.  1  was  informed  before  going  into  Lincoln- 
ton  that  my  presence  there  would  possibly  cause  some  trouble,  and  tnat  it  might  be 
well  for  me  to  consider  the  propriety  of  not  going  there.  Knowing  that  my  mission 
was  a  perfectly  proper  and  just  one,  and  was  simply  with  a  view  to  having  the  law 
enforced  impartially  and  correctly,  and  having  tliis  list  made  up  according  to  the 
law  and  without  having  any  man's  name  stricken  without  due  and  proper  notice  as 
the  law  prescribes,  1  went,  armed  with  the  righteousness  of  my  cause.  Arriving  at 
the  village  I  went  to  the  hotel.  At  that  tiuie  I  don't  thiuk  there  were  ten  people 
there — just  about  the  same  number  that  1  had  seen  on  my  first  visit  on  Thursday.  I 
did  not  want  any  trouble,  but  having  been  advised  that  there  might  be  trouble,  and 
with  a  view  to  having  everything  amicably  conducted,  and  with  a  view  to  avoiding 
any  unpleasantness,  1  sent  for  Judge  Remsen,  whom  I  had  been  informed  was  the 
leader  and  representative  of  the  Populists  in  Lincoln  County,  to  come  to  the  hoteL 
He  came,  and  he  and  I  went  into  a  room  by  ourselves.  I  said  to  him,  ^*  I  want  to  say 
to  you  frankly  why  I  have  come  here.  We  understand  that  the  registrars  are  going 
over  this  list  and  taking  the  names  of  those  only  whom  they  think  entitled  to  regis- 
ter  from  the  evidence  furnished  them  by  the  tax  books,  and  that  they  thereafter 
intend  to  take  up  the  other  names  and  subpoena  them  and  give  them  notice  to  appear, 
and  upon  their  hearing  make  up  the  list.  But  we  are  afraid  they  will  not  have  time 
to  take  up  the  other  names  which  from  the  tax  books  they  do  not  think  are  entitled 
to  register.  I  have  come  up  here  to  suggest  that  they  desist  from  that  conrse,  and 
take  up  this  list  and  start  from  the  first  name  that  is  not  entitled  to  register  and  sub- 
poena that  party,  and  continue  on  down,  subpo'nainff  every  party  whom  they  think 
18  not  entitled  to  register,  and  ^ve  every  party  whose  right  to  registration  they 
intend  questioning  an  opportunity  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  stricken. 
That  is  my  sole  purpose  in  coming  here.  We  simply  want  a  fair,  square,  and  lawful 
registration  in  this  county,  and  my  purpose  in  coming  here  is  to  ativise  the  re^s- 
trars  to  desist  from  their  present  method  and  take  up  that  suggested.  And  the  time 
is  now  very  limited."  That  was  on  Saturday,  and  the  election  was  to  occur  on 
Wednesday. 

Q.  Had  any  suspected  voter  been  notified  to  appear  up  to  that  time? — A.  Nobody 
at  all. 

*  Q.  About  how  many  were  to  be  examined  ? — A.  A  very  large  number  indeed.  Those 
gentlemen  said  there  would  be  several  hundred  names  that  would  have  to  be  sub- 
poDuaed  whose  right  to  registration  would  be  questioned  because  the  tax  records  fur- 
nished no  evidence  of  the  payment  of  their  taxes,  and  that  was  the  sole  evidence 
upon  which  they  would  decline  to  place  their  names  upon  the  list.  I  said  to  Judg^e 
Bemsen,  ''Yon  will  agree  with  me,  doubtless,  that  with  this  old  method  we  can  not 
give  everybody  a  legal  investigation.^'  He  said  **  Yes."  I  asked  if  there  was  any 
objection  to  the  snggestion  I  was  going  to  make  to  the  registrars.  I  said  further 
than  that,  ''  It  is  quite  possible,  in  fact  it  is  very  probable,  that  pursuing  the  method 
suggested  by  us,  those  gentlemen  will  not  have  an  opportunity  to  reach  the  name 
of  every  man  in  the  county  whose  right  to  registration  they  wish  to  bring  into 
question.  It  is  my  purpose,  therefore,  as  a  result  of  conferences  with  leading  Demo- 
crats in  the  district  and  with  the  campaign  committee  in  Augusta,  to  say  to  the 
registrars  that  if  they  can  not  subpoena  a  man  and  give  hiui  time  within  which  to 
show  his  right  to  be  on  the  list,  to  allow  him  to  remain,  although  that  would  leave  a 
large  number  of  Populists  who  were  not  qualified  for  registration  on  the  list — that 
county  being  a  Populist  county.  The  more  thorough  we  could  make  this  investiga- 
tion, the  more  it  would  be  to  our  advantage.  But  if  the  registrars  arennable  to  give 
every  man  on  the  list  proper  notice,  and  have  therefore  to  leave  a  large  number 
uninvestigated,  they,  the  uninvestigated,  must  be  placed  on  the  registration  list  w 
legally  qualified  voters.''  He  cuuld  not  and  did  not  dissent  from  those  su^gi'Stioiis. 
He  seemed  to  think  they  were  fair  suggestions,  and  could  not  find  any  objection  to 
them.  But  he  said  he  was  dissatisfied,  and  expressed  his  dissatisfaction  with  the 
registration  law,  which  he  said  was  a  Democratic  measure.  He  expressed  dissatis- 
faction with  the  registrars.  He  expressed  his  entire  dissatifaction  with  the  general 
spirit  and  tenor  of  their  conduct,  and  everything  of  that  kind.  He  objected  to 
everything  generally.  He  said,  ''  What  are  you  doing  up  here?"  I  told  him  1  waa 
there  for  the  purpose  I  had  Just  stated.  He  said,  *'  You  people  have  no  business  to 
come  up  here;  and  if  you  and  these  men  don't  leave  tiem  there  is  going  to  be 
trouble.''  I  said,  ''  Mr.  Hemsen,  my  mission  here,  and  the  mission  of  these  gentle- 
men here,  is  a  peaceable  and  eminently  lawful  one.  The  registrars  have  intimated 
that  they  did  not  have  sufficient  clerical  assistance,  and  I  have  brought  these  men 
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here  simply  to  teader  their  services  to  the  registrars.  If  they  take  them,  all  right ; 
if  not,  all  right.  They  have  no  other  purpose  but  to  act  merely  as  clerks.''  '*  Well," 
he  &aid,  *'  I  am  not  going  to  let  them  Aot.  I  said,  **  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  the 
registrars  do  not  object  to  the  services  of  these  gentlemen,  you  will  object  to  itf 
He  said,  '*  Yes;  if  they  accept  the  servioes  of  tnose  men,  there  will  be  trouble.'' 
We  talked  on  that  line  awhile,  and  he  kept  insisting  upon  the  propriety  of  my  get- 
ting oat  of  the  county,  and  of  these  gentlemen  getting  out  of  the  county.  1  said, 
"I  have  come  here  on  a  peaceable  ana  lawful  mission,  aud  1  am  not  going  to  leave 
the  coanty  until  I  have  accomplished  what  I  came  here  for;  and  it  there  is  any 
troable  here  to-day  the  responsibility  of  it  will  be  with  the  Populists  and  with  you, 
their  leader."  With  that  uur  conversation  ended,  aud  he  went  outside ;  and  I  sup- 
pose in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  less  than  an  hour  men  began  to  assemble  there. 
Renisen  told  uie  in  our  conversation  that  he  could  get  his  crowd  there.  He  went  out, 
and  sent  out  runners  with  instructions  into  the  county  directiug  the  Populists  to 
t8»emble  there,  armed,  and  as  a  result  of  those  instructions  riders  were  sent  out  on 
horseback,  and  within  an  hour  these  men  began  to  assemble  there,  coming  in  in 
groups  of  three,  four,  five,  or  six.  They  came  in  with  sticks  and  clubs,  and  some  had 
pistols  sticking  out  of  their  pockets.     Possibly  seventy-live  of  them  assembled  there. 

i^.  What  was  their  general  manner,  appearance,  an<l  demeanor? — A.  Thej^  seemed 
to  have  come  in  response  to  a  summons.  They  would  come  in  and  immediately  go 
in  and  have  a  conversation  with  Judge  Benisen  in  his  office.  They  would  gather 
around  him,  and  the  conversation  appeared  to  be  very  excited,  and  then  they  would 
loiter  around  the  court-house.  They  would  staud  in  the  court  house,  in  the  halls,  and 
oat  in  front.  Now  and  then  they  would  point  over  to  where  we  were  sitting  in  the 
hotel  niazza,  and  jeering  remarks  were  made  about  us.  On  one  occasion  I  walked 
from  toe  hotel  piazza  up  to  the  registrars'  oftice  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  was 
being  done.  As  I  passed  that  crowd,  they  would  turn  and  look  at  me  and  make 
remarks  of  a  very  insulting  character,  such  as:  "There  goes  that  damned  ward 
heeler: "  **  There  is  that  damned  Richmond  County  politician ;  '  •  *  There  is  that  damned 
crowd  that  came  up  here  to  run  Lincoln  County  politics,  and  damn  them  it  ought 
not  to  be  allowed/'  Those  remarks  were  offensive  personally  to  me,  and  were  made 
by  those  men  for  the  purpose  of  starting  a  difficulty,  but  I  avoided  as  much  as  I 
could  the  oflensiveness  of  the  remarks.  I  went  up  into  the  office  of  registration  and 
■poke  to  one  or  two  Democrats. 

Q.  Under  whose  influence  and  domination  were  those  men  who  had  been  called  or 
assembled  there f — A.  They  seemed  to  me  to  report  to  Judge  Remsen  as  their  leader. 

Q.  Who  is  this  Judge  Remsen  f — A.  A  very  prominent  Populist  in  that  county.  He 
is  said  to  be  the  leader  of  the  Populists  in  that  county,  and  he  is  the  ordinary  of  the 
coanty,  elected  by  the  Populists. 

Q.  What  was  said  to  him  about  bloodshed  if  you  all  did  not  leave? — A.  He  said 
this:  That  if  we  did  not  leave  there  would  be  trouble;  that  the  people  were  not 
going  to  stand  it,  and  we  would  have  to  leave. 

Q.  As  a  result  of  that  demonstration,  were  not  those  gentlemen  practically  driven 
oat  of  the  county,  those  clerks  that  were  sent  there?  Or,  were  they  not  practically 
prevented  from  doing  anything? — A.  The  Democratic  registrars  up  there  were  abso- 
Intelj  so  intirai<iated  or  frightened  by  that  exhibition  of  threatened  violence  that 
they  positively  would  not  permit  those  gentlemen  to  assist  them.  The  leading 
l>emocratfl  up  there  advised,  as  a  matter  of  peace  and  avoiding  a  difficulty,  that 
there  gentlemen  had  better  leave  the  county.  Aud  1  am  satisfied  that  if  they  had 
gone  over  to  that  court*house  that  day,  and  the  Democratic  registrars  bad  consented 
to  accent  the  tender  of  their  services,  as  tliey  had  a  perfect  right  to  do,  that  there 
woald  have  been  violence  precipitated  immediately,  beyond  any  question.  Those 
gentlemen  stayed  around  in  the  hotel,  and  conducted  themselves  quietly  and  peace- 
ably. I  mean' the  men  from  Augusta.  That  afternoon,  as  a  result  of  this  dt  monstra- 
tion.  and  as  a  result  of  the  fears  entertained  by  the  Democrats  that  if  they  continued 
to  stay  there  they  would  act  as  an  irritant  and  would  likely  provoke  difficulties,  they 
left  considerably  before  dark.  As  they  left,  the  men  who  were  assembled  about  the 
conrt-house  yelled  out,  and  shouted,  and  jeered  at  them,  with  such  remarks  as, 
**  There  they  go ;"' "  There  go  those  Augusta  politicians ;  '* '  *  Hurrah  for  Tom  Watson ; " 
6t€.  The  Democratic  registrars  were  absolutely  unable,  as  a  result  of  the  gathering 
of  that  crowd  of  belligerent  Populists,  to  conduct  their  investigation  with  that 
freedom  and  with  that  fairness  that  might  have  been  had,  had  not  that  demonstra- 
tion been  made. 

Q.  What  had  been  the  methods  of  the  Populists  in  their  conduct  about  the  room 
where  the  registrars  were  sitting  and  holding  their  investigations? — A.  Whenever 
they  would  nnd  that  a  man's  name  did  not  appear  on  the  tax  books,  and  that  the 
registrars  would  not  put  him  on  the  list  that  they  were  making,  there  would  be 
objections  raised  all  around  the  board.  The  men  gathered  around  were,  I  suppose, 
Bioe-tentbs  Populists.  A  considerable  number  of  them  were  gathered  around  tiiere, 
but  it  was  a  small  crowd  then  compared  to  that  Saturday  crowd.     Outsiders  were 
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objecting  and  ofierinjs:  suggestions.  After  I  had  that  conversation  with  Mr.  Remsen 
at  the  hotel  there  that  mornings  I  had  another  with  him  down  in  his  office.  Daring 
that  conversation  he  took  occasion  to  abuse  the  registration  law,  which  was  intended^ 
he  said,  to  defeat  the  PopulistH,  and  he  said  that  if  the  regiotrars  struck  off  the  name 
of  any  man  who  rlaimed  he  had  paid  his  taxes,  he  was  going  to  a<lvise  that  man  to 
vote  regardless  of  whether  his  name  appeared  on  the  voters'  list  or  not. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  wliether  Mr.  Keuisen,  as  the  leader,  did  not  openly  advise  and 
proclaim  that  the  registration  law  should  nut  be  regarded  on  the  day  of  election f — 
A.  He  did. 

Q.  You  say  the  Populists  of  that  county  are  greatly  in  the  majority.  What  was 
their  general  bearing  and  manner  and  demeanor  toward  the  negro  vote  of  that 
county,  with  reference  to  forcing  it  in  line  with  the  Populists? — A.  It  was  belligerent 
and  menacing  C(mstautly. 

Q.  Were  the  Democratic  negroes  who  were  working  for  Democratic  farQi»r» — were 
they  or  not  intimidated  from  casting  their  Itallot  for  or  affiliating  with  the  Demo- 
crats?— A.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  generally  the  conduct  of  the  Populists  with  reference 
to  the  negroes  in  that  county.  They  were  menaced  with  violence,  loss  of  employ- 
ment, and  otherwise,  in  order  to  insure  their  desisting  from  the  support  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  or  voting  for  the  Democratic  party. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  Wk8T,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  the  day  of  election  in  1895? — A.  I  think  I  was  in  Augusta. 

Q.  Did  you  vote? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  polls? — A.  I  voted  at  the  Fourth  Ward. 

Q.  Yon  voted  for  Major  Black? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  state  that  ou  your  first  visit  to  Lincoln  C'Ounty  you  went  there  to  ascertain 
how  the  registrars  were  getting  along  with  the  registration  list,  and  what  the  pros- 
pects were  tor  success  in  that  county.  What  were  tlie  registrars  doing  at  that  time — 
simply  marking  the  suspects? — A.  No,  sir.  They  were  rather  making  a  Hat  of  the 
accepted.  Their  idea  was  to  get  a  list  of  those  that  were  accepted,  and  when  that 
had  Ijeen  accomplished  they  would  take  up  the  investigation  of  those  who  bad  not 
been  accepted,  and  would  subpcpna  them  and  give  them  an  opportunity  to  be  heard 
if  they  had  time. 

Q.  And  if  they  did  not  have  time,  what  was  to  become  of  them? — A.  I  don't  kaow 
exactly  what  their  purpose  was. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  their  idea  was,  if  they  did  not  have  time  to  summon  them 
they  would  not  be  put  on  the  list  of  names  qualified  to  vote,  and  would  be  deprived 
of  that  privilege;  and  did  you  not  so  report  to  the  law  committee  here? — A.  I  think 
they  were  of  the  opinion  that  they  would  possibly  have  time  to  go  through  the  list, 
but  if  they  had  not  had  time  I  think  they  would  have  omitted  those  names. 

Q.  Was  not  that  the  report  yon  brought  back  to  the  law  committee? — A.  That  was 
an  opinion  I  formed  by  reason  of  the  result  of  the  method  they  were  pursuing.  I 
formed  that  from  the  number  of  voters  to  be  investigated,  the  method  they  were 
pursuing,  and  the  limited  time  they  had  to  work  in.  Iheir  expressed  determination 
was  that  those  whom  they  did  not  put  on  the  accepted  list  would  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard,  and  they  wonlcl  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost;  that  they  would 
work  at  night,  and  just  as  long  as  they  could  possibly  stand,  to  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard.  Dr.  Sims,  the  chairman  of  the  registrars,  told  me  that  he  would 
stay  there  all  night  to  give  those  men  that  o])]»ortunity.     That  was  on  my  first  visit. 

Q.  When  you  returned  on  Saturday,  four  days  before  the  election,  had  they  issued 
any  subpo'iias? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  carried  back  with  yon,  as  you  disclosed  in  your  direct  examination,  that 
information  or  opinion  of  the  law  committee  that  unless  they  did  cit.e  those  men  and 
give  them  a  hearing,  they  would  have  to  be  put  on  the  list  as  qualified  voters?— 
A.  We  gave  them  that  opinion  as  a  matter  of  fairness  and  justice.  The  law  required 
that  those  men  be  subpcenaed  and  heard ;  and  while  we  thought  that  as  a  matter  of 
strict  justice  if  they  were  investigated  they  would  not  be  entitled  to  legal  regis- 
tration, we  at  the  same  time  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to  pnt  them  on  the  list 
as  a  matter  of  fairness  and  justice. 

Q.  The  reasons  for  which  you  had  given  this  information  have  been  pretty 
thoroughly  gone  into  by  Major  Cnmming,  and  1  was  only  asking  you  as  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  registrars.  That  is  what  I  am  after.  If  the  registrars  had  not  expressed 
the  intention  that  all  names  whom  they  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  investigate 
and  find  free  from  suspicion,  that  they  proposed  to  leave  them  off,  although  they 
were  not  cited  to  appear  up  to  the  time  of  your  second  visit? — A.  I  am  unable  to 
state  whether  the  registrars  ha<l  any  such  absolute  purpose  or  not.  They  had  an 
idea  that  hy  working  night  and  day  they  would  have  time  to  hear  them  all:  and 
they  said  tliey  intended  to  stay  there  until  they  wore  out  every  bit  of  their  vitality 
or  do  it;  and  just  what  they  intended  to  do  with  those  names  they  could  not  rea^-Ii 
I  don't  know.  I  don't  just  exactly  know  what  their  determination  was.  They  were 
of  the  opinion  that  they  could  reach  them  all. 
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Q.  But  they  had  not  expressed  any  determination  as  to  what  the^  would  do  with 
those  whom  they  conld  not  reach  f — A.  I  don't  think  they  had  arrived  at  any  final 
conclnsion  in  that  matter.  They  may  have  had  that  nnder  consideration,  but  I  don't 
think  they  had  expressed  any  final  opinion  in  reference  to  it. 

Q.  Then,  if  the  law  committee  here  in  Augusta  ^ot  that  idea  from  you  as  coming 
from  them  it  was  an  erroneous  idea? — A.  No,  sir;  if  they  got  that  idea  here  they  got 
it  from  the  limited  amount  of  time  those  registrars  had  and  the  number  of  voters 
they  had  to  pass  upon. 

Q.  Did  you  not,  on  your  first  visit  to  Lincoln  Connty,  counsel  or  confer  with  the 
registrars  on  their  coustruction  of  the  law  that  all  those  whom  they  could  \)ot  reach 
and  give  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  would  have  to  be  left  off  the  list  of  registered 
voters?— A.  I  don't  think  I  gave  them  any  legal  counsel  at  all  in  the  matter.  I  went 
there  and  saw  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  I  remember  advising  them  to  subpcpna 
jnst  as  many  as  they  possibly  could  reach.  They  were  all  the  while  of  the  opinion 
thut  they  would  have  time  and  opportunity  to  subpcrna  all  of  them,  and  that  was 
simply  one  method.  It  would  have  been  a  perfectly  legitimate  and  fair  method  they 
were  pursuing,  and  thev  were  of  the  opinion  that  they  would  have  time  sufficient. 
As  a  result  of  my  investigation  it  was  iound  they  would  not.  I  came  back  and  we 
conferred  and  found  they  would  not  buvo  time  sntficieut,  and  thought  that  it  was 
b*rtter  for  th^m  to  desist  from  that  methf)d. 

(4.  What  did  you  advise  them  to  du  with  those  whom  they  did  not  have  time  to 
6nbp<pDa  and  hear? — A.  I  don't  think  any  final  advice  or  opinion  was  given  in  refer- 
ence to  that.  It  was  left  in  abeyance,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  au  uncertain  con- 
tingency. I  don't  know  of  any  final  opinion  given  by  me  with  reference  to  what 
shonld  or  should  not  be  done  with  those. 

i).  Was  there  any  understanding  when  yon  left  there  that  you  should  return  and 
brin^  them  some  clerks? — A.  There  was  an  understanding  that  I  should  seud  them 
some  clerks.  I  had  an  understanding  with  the  Democratic  registrars  that  they  were 
siixions  and  willing  to  hear  all  those  suspects,  but  that  they  did  not  have  tho.  clerks 
t«>  assist  them.  Dr.  Sims  said  he  could  not  get  any  men;  that  the  men  there  were 
not  expert  in  the  business.  As  a  result  of  that  understanding,  1  got  those  gentle- 
men from  Augusta. 

C^.  What  day  did  you  get  there?— A.  I  think  I  left  Washington  early  Thursday 
morning,  and  returned  that  night. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  illegal  voting  at  the  Fourth  Ward  in  the  la.st 
election?— A.  No,  sir.'  I  was  siiuplv  going  around  from  ward  to  ward,  and  was  not 
paying  any  especial  attention  to  the  election.  My  }iurpose  in  going  from  poll  to 
poll  was  simply  to  see  how  the  voting  was  going. 

Q.  You  were  not  so  much  watching  the  management  and  conduct  of  the  elec- 
tion?—A.  No,  sir.    Nor  was  I  there  to  get  men  to  vote. 

(^  You  really  were  not  paying  much  attention  to  how  the  voting  was  being 
done?~A.  I  was  not  paying  any  special  attention  to  it. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  the  polls  in  1892  and  1894? — A.  I  think  that  during  the  election  of 
1894  I  was  in  Atlanta. 

Q.  And  in  1892?— A.  I  was  in  Augusta,  I  think. 

Q.  Were  you  aiding  then  in  carrying  voters  to  the  polls? 

(('ontestee's  counsel  objects  to  any  testimony  relative  to  the  election  of  1892,  the 
same  being  irrelevent,  and  said  election  having  been  contested  and  passed  upon 
and  confirmed  by  the  House  of  Repri  sentatives  of  the  United  States,  and  said  testi- 
nooy  being  merely  an  incumbrance  of  the  record.) 

Witness.  1  was  here  at  the  election.  I  don't  know  that  I  took  any  very  special 
pan  in  it.  Like  a  great  many  other  gentlemen  I  was  going  around  the  polls  in  the 
interest  of  the  party,  seeing  about  how  the  election  ^as  going  on.  I  was  not  an 
actiye  participant  right  at  the  polls.  I  may  have  urged  parties  who  had  not  voted 
to  do  so. 

Q.  You  say  there  is  one  lawyer  in  Lincoln  County? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  Col.  Joe  Strother? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

(^.  He  is  a  Demoirat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  speak  of  stubbs  of  tax  books.  1  o  yon  mean  the  receipts  of  the  tax  col- 
lector?— A.  They  did  not  have  the  tax  books.  There  were  one  or  two  of  those  missing. 
Tol)egin  with,  these  registrars  in  their  investigations  only  went  back  five  years,  I 
tiiink.  They  said  the  books  were  in  such  a  condition  that  they  couhl  not  get  at  them, 
and  out  of  five  years  I  think  two  of  the  tax  books  were  missing.  The  only  thins 
they  had  to  base  their  investigations  on  was  these  stubs.  Just  like  check-book 
•tobH.  I  was  informed  that  they  made  every  possible  eflort  to  get  those  tax  books,  but 
conld  not  do  so.     I  was  not  permitted  to  have  much  connection  with  the  matter. 

Q.  You  state  some  of  the  tax  books  were  missing,  and  that  the  tax  stubs  were  the 
only  thing  they  had  to  go  by ;  that  they  had  no  default  list? — A.  They  did  have,  but 
it  was  a  very  small  list. 

Q.  It  was  the  one  made  out  by  Mr.  Freeman,  the  former  tax  collector,  was  it  not? — 
A.  My  information  was  it  was  given  them  by  .Judge  Keiusen. 
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Q.  Do  yon  know  that  has  to  be  filed  witb  the  ordinary? — A.  I  am  not  absolutely 
familiar  witb  all  tbe  provisions  of  tbe  law. 

Q.  You  speak  of  Mr.  Bearden  and  Mr.  St«ed.  Wbile  you  may  bave  known  tbem  to  be 
honorable  and  bigb- toned  gentlemen,  yon  do  not  know  tbat  Mr.Remsen  bad  any  per- 
sonal ac<iuaintance  witb  tbem? — A.  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  on  Mr.  Rem.«ien,  bnt  t  do 
not  know  wbetber  be  knew  tbem  at  all.  I  will  say  I  know  tbem  well  and  have  known 
tbem  for  a  long  time. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Bearden  a  man  of  considerable  property? — A.  I  am  nnable  to  tell  yon. 

Q.  Wbat  is  Mr.  Bearden's  business? — A.  Mr.  Be.irden  bas  for  many  years  conducted 
an  orcbestra  in  tbis  city  known  Besirdeu's  orcbestra. 

Q.  Tbat  is  bis  principal  business,  is  itf — A.  He  bas  been  employed  in  clerical 
positions  around  tbe  court-bouse  bere  and  at  otber  places. 

Q.  Tbe  first  time  tbnt  you  were  in  Lincoluton  were  you  treated  witb  any  indignity 
or  discourtesy? — A.  I  don't  know  tbat  I  was.  Tbere  was  nobody  tbere  to  treat  me 
witb  discourtesy. 

Q.  Judge  Remsen  was  tbere? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  tbink  Judge  Remseu  possibly  in- 
spired tbe  discourtesy  on  my  second  trip ;  but  be  is  not  tbe  cbaracter  of  man  to  tender 
any  of  it  bimself.  t4e  was  very  loud  in  bis  tbreats  of  violence  and  in  bis  menaces  of 
trouble,  but  lie  did  not  tender  aoy  of  it  wbile  be  was  in  tbe  room  witb  me. 

Q.  On  your  first  visit,  were  you  treated  witb  any  discourtesy  by  any  of  tbe  Popn- 
listB? — A.  I  bad  uotbing  to  do  witb  tbe  Populists  on  my  first  trip.  I  stayed  only  a 
sbort  wbile,  and  saw  tbe  Democratic  registrars  and  one  or  two  Democratic  citizens, 
and  bad  notbing  to  do  witb  tbe  Populists  at  all.  I  don't  know  of  any  opportunity 
offered  anybody  to  sbow  me  any  discourtesy. 

Q.  Wben  .Judge  Remsen  came  out  of  tbat  room,  was  not  bis  conversation  abont  to 
ibis  effect:  Tbat  tbe  people  of  Lincoln  County  were  suspicious  of  tbe  miction  of  the 
managers  of  Major  Black's  campaign  in  sending  up  people  from  Augusta  to  take 
charge  of  their  registration  listf — A.  I  believe  be  said  something  about  our  coming 
up  tbere  to  take  charge  of  their  registration  list.  I  assured  him  tbat  be  was  entirely 
in  error,  however,  and  gave  to  him  a  full  and  clear  statement  of  my  purpose  there, 
and  that  I  had  no  object  otber  than  tbat  stated  to  him.  Judge  Remsen  never  im- 
puted any  lack  of  honesty  to  me. 

Q.  Possibly  you  don't  catch  my  idea.  Did  not  Judge  Remsen  at  that  time  decide 
tbat  the  people  tbere  were  suspicions  of  tbe  Augusta  friends  or  managers  of  Major 
Black's  campaign  in  sending  people  tbere  to  take  charge  of  their  books;  tbat  they 
were  afraid  tbat  something  would  be  done  to  injure  the  Populist  party? — A.  This  is 
about  tbe  way  in  which  Judge  Remsen  expressed  himself  on  tbat  line.  He  said  we 
had  come  up  there  to  take  charge  of  the  Lincoln  County  registration  and  run  it,  and 
they  did  not  propose  to  allow  it,  and  we  bad  better  get  out  of  the  county. 

Q.  Yon  told  tbe  judge  tb.it  you  proposed  to  stay  nnt.il  your  mission  was  ended. 
You  did  not  leave  on  account  of  any  fears? — A.  No,  sir;  but  tbe  only  reason  I  did 
not  leave  was  tliat  1  did  not  want  to  sbow  any  white  feather,  Tbe  other  gentlemen 
were  occupied  at  their  homes,  and  possibly  did  not  have  as  much  leisure  time  as  I 
had. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  because  of  any  fear  of  personal  violence  to  yourself? — A.  If  I 
could  have  left  earlier  consistent  witii  my  dignity  1  would  have  done  so.  Lincoln 
County  was  an  exceedingly  unpleasant  location  for  a  Democrat  about  tbat  time.  I 
did  stay  tbere  until  Sunday  afternoon. 

Q.  Yon  stated  that  Judge  Remsen  went  out  nnd  sent  men  off  on  horseback  to  tell 
the  Populists  to  come  in  atid  bring  their  arms.  Did  you  bear  him  do  that? — A.  That 
was  general  talk  about  tbeie,  and  was  contradicted  by  nobody.  It  was  stateil  on  the 
steps  of  tbe  hotel  that  be  had  sent  those  men  out. 

Q.  You  did  not  bear  Judge  Remsen  send  out  any  such  messages? — A.  No,  I  did  not; 
but  I  beard  tbe  statement  made  in  tbe  presence  of  Populists  that  be  bad  sent  for  tbe 
men  to  come  in  and  bring  their  pistols;  aud  I  do  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  tbey 
did  come,  and  they  came,  as  far  as  their  distance  from  Lincoluton  would  permit, 
simultaneously. 

Q.  You  have  no  absolute  knowledge  of  that,' have  yon? — A.  I  know  that  men  in 
the  country  don't  all  live  together.  Consec]uently,  in  response  to  tbe  summons  sent 
out  by  tbe  riders,  they  could  not  have  all  come  together.  Tbere  was  nothing  in  the 
town  tbat  I  knew  of  that  would  bring  anybody  to  Lincoluton.  Tbere  is  a  settle- 
ment there  of  about  eight  or  ten  bouses  and  a  court-house.  It  is  an  exceedingly 
small  little  place. 

Q.  Are  tbere  not  several  stores  tbere  ? — A.  I  saw  a  store  and  the  post-office,  I  tbinit. 
on  tbe  right,  down  by  the  hotel.     There  may  be  a  store  away  over  on  that  hill. 

Q.  You  don't  know  tbat  tbere  are  as  many  as  four  or  five  stores  there,  do  you?— A. 
If  so,  tbey  are  very  much  scattered  about. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  Lincoluton  bas  from  100  to  300  or  400  people  in  it? — A.  I 
do  not  know  tbe  corporate  limits  of  Lincoluton. 

Q.  Well,  within  a  radius,  say,  of  half  a  mile  of  tbe  court-house.    Don't  yon  know 
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M  a  matter  of  fact  that  there  are  as  many  as  300  or  400  people  living  in  that  dis- 
tance f — ^A.  I  would  hardly  think  so. 

Q.  How  many  wonld  yon  say  lived  in  the  radius  of  a  milef — ^A.  I  wonld  he  nnahle 
to  state;  it  appears  to  he  a  very  small  hamlet. 

Q.  Are  yon  well  enou^f^h  accjnainted  with  the  hahits  of  the  people  in  the  conntry 
to  know  that  Saturday  is  their  usual  day  of  going  to  to  town  to  do  their  trading, 
get  their  mail,  and  things  of  that  sort? — A.  I'hat  may  possibly  be  true;  I  presume 
thftt  on  Saturday  the  country  people  come  into  town. 

Q.  1)on*t  yon  know  that  the  registrars  were  at  that  time  in  session,  and  there  was 
considerable  interest  aroused  by  that? — A.  The  registrars  were  in  session  on  Thurs- 
day, and  I  don't  snppose  there  were  a  dozen  men  around  there. 

ii.  Yon  don't  know  about  this  other  matter,  of  their  coming  to  town  on  Satur- 
days for  their  mail,  and  to  do  their  shopping,  etof — A.  I  have  never  lived  in  the 
ronntry,  and  am  therefore  unable  to  accurately  answer  your  question. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  shotguns  or  rifles  in  that  crowd  f — A.  I  did  not  go  and  examine 
the  buggies  of  those  men  as  they  came  in.  There  were  several  of  them  with  pistols, 
and  ftll  of  them  with  sticks.  Each  appeared  to  be  armed  with  some  character  of 
stick:  they  were  good,  handy  shillalnhs. 

(j.  You  have  not  answered  me  yet  as  to  whether  you  saw  any  shotguns. — A.  I 
dnn't  know  that  I  saw  any  shotguns;  I  am  unable  to  state,  however,  that  some  of 
the  pArtiesin  that  crowd  did  not  have  shotguns,  because  a  good  many  of  the  men  came 
in  hn^rgies,  and  there  may  have  been  shotgnns  or  rifles  in  those  buggies.  They 
might  have  had  shotguns  or  rifles  without  my  seeing  them. 

Q.  How  many  pistols  did  yon  seef — A.  Several;  some  of  them  had  them  sticking 
oQt  of  their  pockets. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  the  number? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  as  many  as  40  or50f — A.  I  don't  think  I  saw  that  many. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  you  saw  as  many  as  10? — A.  I  am  unable  to  state  the  exact 
nomi^er. 

Q.  Would  not  two  or  three  cover  it? — A.  No,  sir;  there  were  more  than  that. 

Q.  You  went  into  the  registrar's  office  and  no  violence  was  offered  yonf — A.  These 
insnlting  remarks  were  made  as  I  would  go  upstairs. 

Q.  You  went  into  the  court-house,  you  say,  and  had  a  consultation  with  the  Dem- 
ocrats f— A.  I  spoke  once  or  twice;  I  had  no  access  absolutely  to  that  registration, 
and  I  felt  from  the  demeanor  of  the  men  around  there  that  it  would  not  be  good  for 
me  to  exercise  the  same  privilege  that  the  Populists  around  there  were  exercising. 

Q.  Were  yon  there  when  Mr.  Bearden  and  Mr.  Steed  left? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  said  more  than  "Hurrah  for  Watson?" — A.  Yes,  sir; 
There  were  cries  of  "  There  goes  that  Richmond  County  gang  I "  and  other  such 
things.  I  don't  remember  the  exact  language.  It  was  in  derision  and  exultation  of 
their  departure. 

Q.  Yon  speak  of  negroes  working  on  Democratic  farms  being  threatened  and 
intimidated  by  the  Populists.  Did  yon  hear  those  threats  made  to  those  negroes? — 
A.  Thosi*  were  statements  that  were  made  to  me  in  the  hearing  of  Populists  around 
abont  there.     Some  of  them  were  sitting  on  the  piazza  at  the  time,  I  think. 

Q.  How  did  yon  know  they  were  Populists? — A.  I  was  so  informed  by  Democrats 
who  were  there. 

Q.  They  made  statements  that  the  Populists  had  threatened  the  negroes  who  were 
working  for  Democrats? — A.  The  statements  were  abont  the  general  treatment  of 
the  u^'groes  in  that  county  by  the  Populists. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  them  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  Except  what  I  have 
stated. 

Q.  Who  were  the  makers  of  those  statements? — A.  I  think  one  was  Mr.  McGowan, 
the  editor  of  the  paper  there. 

Q.  Did  he  say  tne  negroes  had  been  intimidated  ? 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  the  witness  being  asked  to  state  his  informants  in 
Lincoln  County  as  to  the  character  of  the  Populists'  conduct  toward  the  negroes,  he 
having  stated  that  it  was  on  information,  and  not  desiring  to  implicate,  nor  deeming 
it  pmdent  to  name,  his  informants  who  reside  in  that  county.) 

(Contestant's  counsel  reply  to  this  that  the  witness  had  not  assigned  that  reason 
M  his  excuse,  and  the  witness  expressed  his  willingness  to  give  the  information.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  West.)  You  have  mentioned  Mr.  McGowan  as  one  of  the  gentlemen 
who  stated  that  the  negroes  were  being  intimidated  by  the  Populists.  Will  you  tell 
me  who  the  others  weref — ^A.  The  information  was  obtained  in  a  general  way  around 
there.  That  was  my  flrst  visit  to  that  county,  and  even  if  introduced  to  those  gen- 
tlemen there  I  don't  know  that  I  would  have  recalled  their  names. 

Q.  Am  1  correct  in  saying  that  Mr.  McGowan  is  the  only  man  yon  recollect  making 
those  statements? — A.  They  were  conflned  to  four  or  Ave  men. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 
Q.  In  whose  custody  were  the  tax  books  and  the  books  that  were  necessary  to  be 
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.  examined  by  the  reji^istrarsf — A.  They  ought  to  have  been  in  the  custody  of  the  tax 
collector  and  also  of  the  ordinary. 

Q.  And  the  ordinary,  you  say,  was  Tom  Kemsenf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  by  Mr.  West  about  people  goinj?  to  town  to  make  pur- 
chases and  for  their  mail  on  Saturday.  I  will  ask  yon  if  the  character  and  demeanor 
and  the  statements  of  those  men  which  you  have  described  indicated  t<hat  they  were 
there  on  such  a  mission  that  day,  or  to  the  contrary. — A.  I  know  that  when  those 
men  came  in  they  would  report  to  and  have  conferences  with  Mr.  Kemsen,  and  their 
character  and  conduct  toward  me  was  threatening  and  insulting.  I  know  none  of 
them  went  into  the  stores  to  trade  and  none  went  to  the  post-office;  and  the  fact 
that  they  all,  as  well  as  their  locations  in  the  county  would  permit,  came  in  together 
eatistied'me  that  they  came  there  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  myself,  Mr.  Bear- 
den,  and  Mr.  Steed  from  in  any  wise  having  anything  to  do  with  that  registration 
that  day. 

Q.  Do  you  state  that  as  a  result  of  your  visit  to  and  intercourse  with  the  people  of 
Lincoln  County,  and  as  a  result  of  your  mission  to  ascertain  the  political  condition 
of  aifairs  in  Lincoln  County,  that  the  treatment  by  the  Populists  of  the  negro  vote 
and  their  intimidation  of  the  negro  vote  in  that  county  was  such  as  yuu  have 
described  ? — A.  I  do. 

Recross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  say  you  got  that  from  this  information  derived  from  three  or  four  gentle- 
men?— A.  Yes,  sir;  my  acquaintance  in  that  county  is  contiued  to  only  four  or  live 
men:  there  are  very  few  people  that  I  know  in  Lin(;oln  County.  Correcting  that  I 
would  say  I  got  that  as  the  result  of  information  given  me  by  numerous  parties  in 
the  county. 

Q.  How  many  would  you  say  f — A.  1  suppose  there  were  as  many  as  seven  or  ei^bt 
or  more  parties  who  made  those  statements,  while  numbers  of  others  heard  them  and 
did  not  question  their  accura<^y. 

Q.  Mr.  McGowau  is  the  only  one  whose  name  you  recall  f — A.  I  chance  to  know  Lie 
name  because  he  is  the  editor  of  that  paper;  and  he  iti  the  only  one  of  my  informants 
that  I  recall. 

D.    G.    FOGARTT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

13.  W.  Harrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  Counly,  Ga. 

WILLIAM  DESMOND,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  police  force  of  the  city  of  Augusta? — A.  About 
twenty- two  or  twenty- three  years. 

Q.  What  positions  have  you  held  on  the  force? — A.  1  was  first  a  substitute,  then 
a  private,  then  a  sergeant,  and  now  a  lieutenant. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  lieutenant  f — A.  Four  or  live  years,  maybe  six. 

Q.  Who  is  in  command  of  the  police  force  of  the  city  of  Augusta? — A.  The  chief. 

Q.  Who  is  next  in  command? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Then  you  are  what  is  called  the  tirst  lieutenant? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  in  charge  of  the  election  precincts  on  election  day,  as  to  the  order  and 
conduct  of  elections  ? — A.  All  orders  come  from  the  f  hief,  and  it  is  in  charge  of  the 
police  department. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  election  of  1895? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  special  reason  brought  to  your  attention  for  sending  any  large 
force  to  the  different  precincts  on  that  day? — A.  Some  time  before  the  election  there 
was.     As  I  thought  then,  and  have  perhaps  since,  there  was  a  very  good  reason  for  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  rumor  brought  to  your  attention  ? — A.  We  heard  a  rumor  that 
those  Populists,  or  Third  Partyiten,  had  been  going  around  buying  up  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  even  going  in  the  pawn  shops  and  securing  pistols. 

Q.  What  was  the  purpose  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  that  they  were  providing 
themselves  with? — A.  The  supposition  was  that  they  were  going  to  try  to  frighten 
all  the  negroes  away  and  have  a  regular  stampede. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  further  in  reference  to  who  they  were  to  be  used  on,  if 
anybody? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  deal  was  said,  but  I  could  nut  remember  it  now, 

Q,  Then,  it  was  the  general  rumor  in  the  community  that  they  were  arming  them- 
selves which  caused  this  large  force  to  be  sent  to  the  different  precincts  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  sent? — A.  To  the  Second  Ward. 

Q.  Were  you  sent  in  charge  of  a  force? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  election  that  day? — A.  Very  good. 

Q.  How  was  it;  was  it  peaceable  and  quiet  and  orderly? — A.  Very;  remarka- 
bly so. 
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Vj.  Were  any  oomplaiuts  made  to  you  in  your  official  capacity  as  lieutenant  that 
«nybo4ly  was  being  intimidated  or  that  anybody  was  committing  fraud  f — A.  I  don't 
remember  any. 

(4.  If  there  had  been  you  would  have  been  notified f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  Did  you  sue  any  exliibition  of  the  use  of  whisky  or  mouey  at  the  Second  Ward 
polls  that  day  f — A.  I  did  not. 

(^.  Were  you  there  all  day? — A.  Yes,  sir;  from  shortly  after  the  opening  until  the 
clo^inc 

ij.  YoQ  were  there  at  the  conclusion  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

V.  The  polls  at  the  6ecoi;d  Ward  opened  earlier  and  closed  later  than  at  the  other 
precincts  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Ki.  The  colored  vote  of  Richmond  County  and  the  city  of  Augusta  was  almost 
eiclusively  for  one  candidate;  who  was  that  candidate f — A."  They  were  for  Mi^or 
Bhck. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

(^.  You  sav  no  complaints  at  all  were  made  to  you  during  the  day  as  to  any  illegal 
voting  or  disturbance  or  anything  of  that  kiua? — A.  No,  sir;  we  had  no  disturb- 
ances.   I  think  we  had  one  arrest  of  a  drunken  man. 

(4.  You  were  here  mainly  to  keep  order  f  You  were  not  looking  out  especially  for 
repeaters  or  illegal  voting,  were  yon  ? — A.  I  was  looking  out  for  anything  that  would 
bt  iUe^l. 

*^  "^  ou  did  not  especially  charge  your  men  to  see  if  people  had  voted  who  had 
voted  before f — A.  Not  at  nil. 

Kl.  The  main  thing  that  you  were  at  the  polls  for  was  to  keep  down  disturbances? — 
A.  Yen. 

<^.  It  is  quite  possible  that  there  may  have  been  illegal  voting  and  yon  not  have 
seen  it?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^  Where  were  you  stationed  in  the  electicms  of  18!)2  and  1894 — at  the  same 
polls  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  nothing  of  illegal  voting  then  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

<^  Your  o]>port unities  were  about  the  same  then  as  at  the  hwt  election? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

(j.  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  Mr.  I)*Antignao  and  Mr.  Brinson  had  a  difficulty  in  the 
court-house  yard  that  day? — A.  There  was  a  difficulty  of  some  sort. 

i^.  Did  not  Mr.  D\\ntignac  draw  his  pistol  ou  Mr.  Brinson  and  strike  him  on  the 
heawl  with  it? — A.  I  was  not  there  at  the  time. 

Q.  Mr.  D'Antignac  is  a  prominent  Democrat,  is  he  not? — A.  I  am  satisfied  he  is. 

^.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  appointed  deputy  sherilf,  has  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(i.  Yon  don't  know  about  the  difficulty? — A.  I  did  not  see  it,  and  did  not  know  it 
happened  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Dr.  Stradley  here  that  day? — A.  I  don't  recollect;  I  saw  him  at 
M>me  of  the  elections,  but  could  not  say  exactly  which  one. 

\Vm.  Desmond. 

Swum  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public^  Hichmoud  County y  Ga. 

M.  J.  DAVERN,  for  the  contestee,  sworn : 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Coiirn,  Ksq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  live?— A.  At  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Thirteenth  street. 

Q.  In  this  cit3'  and  county? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  lon^  have  you  lived  here? — A.  I  have  been  here  ten  years  this  month. 

Q.  Where  did  you  come  from  to  Augusta? — A.  Massachusetts.  I  was  born  in 
Ireland  and  raised  in  Massachusetts. 

Q.  What  part  of  Massachusetts  did  you  live  iu? — A.  In  Holyoke. 

Q.  What  were  your  politics  in  Holyoke? — A.  I  was  a  Republican. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics  now? — A.  I  nm  a  Republican.  The  first  ballot  least 
vas  in  1876,  and  was  for  the  Republican  national  ticket. 

Q.  Have  you  been  casting  that  ballot  ever  since? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  national  issues. 

^.  Were  "you  present  in  Augusta,  iu  October,  1895,  during  the  special  election 
between  J.  C.  C.  Black  and  T.  E.  Watson  for  a  seat  in  Congress? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
vaihere. 

Q.  In  that  election,  which  of  the  two  candidates  did  the  Republicans  support? — 
A.  They  supported  Major  Black. 

Q.  Did  that  apply  to  white  and  colored  Republicans? — A.  Yes,  sir;  both  white 
ud  colored  Republicans  supported  Major  Black  in  that  contest. 

Q.  Did  yon  support  him  yourself? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Why  did  the  Republicans  support  Major  Black  in  preference  to  Mr.  Watson? — 
A  My  individual  opinion  and  belief  would  cause  me  to  say  because  he  was  a  citizen 
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of  our  town,  was  looked  apon  aa  a  statesmaa  and  a  lawyer,  and  he  was  a  man  who 
Btood  high  in  our  commnnity  and  was  supported  by  the  best  element  of  our  city  and 
county.  That  is  the  only  thing  I  can  assign.  Besides,  he  had  served  his  district  and 
State  before  that  time,  and  gave  general  satisfaction. 

Q,  Did  the  Republicans  have  any  candidate  out  for  Congross? — A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  vou  cast  your  vote  in  that  election? — A.  In  th«  Fourth  Ward. 

Q.  Were  you  there  during  the  larger  part  of  the  day,  or  only  a  small  part  f— A.  I 
was  engaged  for  the  most  of  the  day  clerking  at  one  of  the  boxes. 

Q.  Where  f — ^A.  At  the  Fourth  Ward  precinct. 

Q.  Were  you  on  the  outside  of  the  building  at  any  time  during  the  day  t — A.  Ye»f 
sir;  perhaps  two  or  three  times. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  election  conducted  at  the  Fourth  Ward  that  day 
as  to  fairness  and  freedom  from  intimidation  f — A.  I  saw  none  whatever  of  either. 
Every  man  could  vote  for  whom  he  pleased.  He  was  not  interfered  with  that  I 
could  see. 

Q.  If  he  had  been,  would  you  have  seen  itf — ^A.  I  surely  would. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  done  there  at  that  ward  that  was  open 
to  your  inspection  f — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  It  has  been  stated  here  that  negroes  were  on  the  outside  of  the  voting  plac«, 
and  would  there  change  their  coats  and  hats  so  as  to  disguise  their  appearance  dar- 
ing the  morning,  which  of  course  meant  between  8  o'clock  a.  m.  and  3  o*i*lo<*k  p.  m.. 
when  the  polls  closed,  on  the  sidewalk  in  front,  on  Broad  street.  Is  that  correct  f— 
A.  If  such  was  the  case,  I  think  I  would  have  seen  something  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  such  a  state  of  affairs  existing  until  this  question  was 
propounded  to  you  f — A.  No,  sir.  In  fact  I  saw  nothing  unusual  any  more  than  I 
have  seen  in  other  elections  in  other  States  where  I  have  lived. 

Q.  About  these  approaches  at  the  polls ;  has  that  matter  been  going  on  for  numer- 
ous years  and  in  other  elections,  or  was  it  a  new  thing  in  this  special  election!— 
A.  I  think  I  saw  one  election  where  there  was  no  barricade,  as  they  term  those  fences 
or  approaches.  In  that  instance  there  was  a  great  deal  of  scuffling,  fl^bting,  and 
wrangling,  which  caused  confusion  and  turmoil  throughout  the  day.  Since  then,  I 
believe,  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  building  these  approaches  to  keep  the  crowd 
firom  pushing  and  crowding  and  to  give  everybody  an  opportunity  to  vote  as  he 
pleased.    They  expedite  the  voting  and  serve  to  keep  down  fights  and  disturbances 

Q.  What  has  been  the  practice  of  the  different  contesting  parties  in  regard  to  hav- 
ing headquarters  as  near  the  polls  as  possible  on  the  day  of  election  f  Has  not  thst 
been  the  practice  since  you  have  been  in  this  county? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  is  the  nni- 
versal  practice  in  all  the  States.  I  have  seen  it  in  New  York  and  Chicago  as  well  as 
in  Augusta. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  Wkst,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  has  been  your  calling  since  you  have  been  in  Augusta — what  business 
have  you  been  engaged  inf — A.  When  I  first  came  here  I  was  a  mechanic  by  trade— 
a  top-roll  coverer. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  follow  that  in  this  cityf — About  fifteen  months.  My  health 
broke  down,  and  I  had  to  give  it  up. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  dof — A.  I  published  a  labor  organ  known  as  The  Southern 
Workman. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  publish  that? — A.  I  tried  it  one  year,  but  had  to  give  itnp. 
The  laboring  people  all  went  back  on  me. 

Q.  Did  you  belong  to  the  Knights  of  Labor? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  master  workman 
of  No.  176  and  district  secretary  here. 

Q.  Were  you  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Labor  here  at  the  time  of  the  strike 
several  years  ago? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not.  I  was  then  working  at  my  trade  every 
day.  I  was  never  in  a  strike,  and  do  not  propose  to  go  into  one,  as  I  am  opposed  to 
strikes. 

Q.  After  you  gave  up  your  paper,  what  did  you  go  into? — A.  I  went  into  the  gro- 
cery business. 

Q.  What  kind  of  groceries? — A.  Family  groceries,  retail  groceries. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  follow  that  business? — A.  I  went  into  the  retiul  grocerj 
trade  in  the  fall  of  1887. 

Q.  How  long  did  yon  keep  that  up? — A.  I  am  still  at  it. 

Q.  Is  your  business  entirely  family  groceries? — A.  No,  sir.  I  sell  retail  liquors  and 
pay  $346  per  year  tax  for  that  privilege.    That  includes  State,  city,  etc. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  whisky  business? — A.  Since  1888,  the  year  of 
the  freshet. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  with  the  organization  when  you  quit  the  Knights  of 
Labor? — A.  I  did.  I  wanted  to  get  the  rogues  and  thieves  out  of  the  order,  and  I 
got  them  out. 

Q.  Did  you  get  out,  too? — A.  I  did  when  I  got  that  class  out  and  not  until  then. 
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Q.  Were  there  any  charges  preferred  against  yonf — A.  Not  that  I  know  of  as 
emanating  from  any  reliable  sonrce. 

ij.  Did  yoa  resign  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  stayed  in  the  order  until  it  broke,  and  the 
parties  who  broke  it  are  very  prominent  in  your  party  to-day. 

Kl.  Are  any  of  them  Democrats? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  so.  I  never  questioned 
their  politics.     I  never  ask  a  man  anything  about  his  politics  or  his  religion. 

i^.  Have  yoa  ever  been  prosecuted  here  for  violation  of  the  Sunday  liquor  lawsf — 
A.  No,  sir. 
t^.  For  selling  liquor  to  minors f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(4-  What  became  of  that  prosecution? — A.  It  is  pending  in  the  superior  court.  I 
▼as  tried  and  convicted  in  the  recorder's  court  on  the  evidence  of  a  Populist  perjurer 
and  loafer.  We  impeached  one  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  evidence  of  the  other  was 
uken  in  preftsrence  to  the  evidence  of  the  best  citizens  of  our  town. 

y.  The  recorder  accepted  the  evidence  against  yonf — A.  I  was  tried  for  selling 
liquor  on  election  day — for  violation  of  the  election  liquor  laws. 
Q.  Who  is  the  recorder!— A.  Mr.  W.  H.  Barrett,  jr. 

Q.  He  is  a  prominent  Democrat  in  Augusta,  is  he  notf — A.  He  is  a  very  prominent 

man.    I  don't  know  about  his  Democracy.     He  is  a  very  prominent  gentleman  here. 

Q.  He  has  given  general  satisfaction  f — A.  Yes :  indeed  he  has. 

(j.  Yon  say  the  charge  against  you  was  for  selling  liquor  on  election  day,  and  not 

for  selling  liqnor  to  minors.     Have  yoa  ever  been  charged  with  selling  liquor  to 

minors  t — ^A.  No,  sir.    That  was  simply  a  rumor.    Yon  were  misled  in  that  matter. 

Q.  There  has  been  no  prosecution  against  you  for  violation  of  the  Sunday  lawf — 
A.  No,  sir.  I  try  to  adhere  to  the  laws  strictly  as  best  I  can  and  to  abide  by  them. 
I  ran  a  qniet  ancl  orderly  place,  and  the  Authorities  can  back  up  that  statement. 

Q.  Have  you  always  been  permitted  since  you  have  been  in  Augusta  to  vote  as 
joa  liked  f — A.  Decidedly  so. 

Q.  Yon  never  had  any  trouble  in  voting  as  yon  pleased? — A.  None  whatever.     I 
▼oted  for  Mr.  Harrison  in  1888  and  in  1892. 
Q.  In  1876  yon  also  voted  ? — X,  Yes,  sir :  for  Mr,  Hayes. 

Vi.  Have  yon  ever  voted  for  any  of  the  Republican  candidates  for  Congress  here  in 
Georgia? — A.  There  never  was  but  one — a  colored  candidate  for  (Jougress — in  the  last 
WT^ral  years,  and  I  did  not  vote  for  him  as  I  was  sick  in  bed.  I  had  no  desire  to 
take  any  part  in  that  election  whatever. 

Q.  Yon  were  not  supporting  Lyons  in  that  election? — A.  No,  sir.  I  was  ill  in  bed 
at  the  time. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  vot«d  any  Republican  ticket  in  Georgia  other  than  the  national 
ticket? — A.  No,  sir.  There  has  been  no  candidate  np,  except  that  once,  and  I  gave 
yoQ  my  reason  for  not  voting  for  him 

Q.  Have  they  not  had  legislative  candidates  out,  here  in  this  county? — A.  Yes, 
sir.  I  was  on  the  ticket  once  myself  and  got  17  votes,  or  somewhere  near  that  num- 
W.    1  was  put  up,  and  remained  at  home. 

Q  You  stated  awhile  ago  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  or  you  think  that  it 
would  have  been  impossible,  for  men  to  have  changed  their  clothes  around  the  Fourth 
Ward  polls  without  your  hearini;  of  it.  If  you  were  a  clerk,  you  were  busy  writing 
or  checking  names  all  the  time,  were  yon  not? — A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Was  not  the  voting  going  on  at  intervals  during  the  day? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  at 
times  there  was  nothing  doing,  and  I  would  walk  outside. 

C.  Yon  wonld  walk  out  during  the  slack  np  of  the  voting? — A.  Yes,  sir.     Possibly 
two  or  three  times. 
^.  Taking  part  in  the  election? — A.  Taking  no  part  whatever. 
Q.  Was  the  voting  rapid  at  any  time  during  the  day  ? — A.  It  was  fairly  rapid  in 
th*  morning. 

Q.  Then  while  the  voting  was  going  on  rapidly  you  were  busy  taking  down  the 
names?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  no  opportunity  to  look  out  the  window  then,  did  you? — A.  No  man 
(ould  vote  without  my  seeing  him. 

Q.  Was  not  the  approach  right  at  the  window,  so  that  you  could  not  see  the  man 
it  the  window? — A.  I  could  not  see  the  crowd  on  the  outside  on  the  sidewalk. 

^.  Your  attention  was  necessarily  engaged  in  writing  names  more  than  watching 
thf  window,  and  even  if  you  had  seen  the  window  you  could  not  see  the  crowd? — 
A.  I  could  see  a  man  when  he  came  to  vote,  and  naturally  if  he  came  back  to  that 
wiodow  to  vote  a  second  time  1  wonld  know  his  face.  I  was  in  a  position  to  do  so. 
I  don't  very  often  forget  a  man's  face  if  I  look  at  him,  and  if  he  had  come  back  to 
tiiat  window  another  time  I  would  have  detected  it. 

Q.  Ton  wonld  not  have  had  any  trouble  in  recognizing  a  negro  who  voted  and 
cam«  back  again  in  half  an  hour? — A.  Not  in  the  least. 

Q.  Some  people  might  not  have  that  faculty,  I  suppose,  but  you  could  recognize 
them  very  naturally?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Have  yon  made  any  practice  along  that  line?— A.  I  am  not  endowed  with 
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deteotive  skill.    But  a  man  could  uot  come  and  vote  in  the  name  of  Henry  Brown 
and  then  come  back  and  vote  as  T^^m  Jones. 

Q.  You  could  have  detected  that  and  stopped  itf — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  How  many  boxes  were  there  at  the  Fourth  ward  f — A.  There  were  three  boxes. 

Q.  How  many  did  the  negroes  vote  at? — A,  I  think  they  voted  in  two  of  the  boxes. 
I  think  some  of  the  white  people  voted  in  those  two  boxes  also.  Some  of  thosA 
factory  people  voted  at  the  colored  boxes — some  of  those  who  voted  the  Populisl 
ticket. 

Q.  Suppose  a  negro  had  voted  at  one  box,  and  then  came  back  to  vote  at  another 
boxf — A.  I  was  in  a  place  where  I  could  have  seen  him. 

Q.  You  could  keep  up  the  record  of  the  names  at  the  box  where  yon  were  stationed 
and  would  have  no  trouble  in  seeing  what  was  going  on  at  the  other  boxes? — A.  The 
window  was  on  my  left.  If  a  man  voted  at  that  window  and  then  came  t4>  thr 
window  in  itont  of  me,  is  it  not  natural  that  I  would  see  himf 

Q.  If  a  repeater  had  come  back  to  that  window,  you  would  have  recognized 
himf — A.  I  think  I  would;  and  I  would  have  been  one  of  the  first  to  stop  him. 
because  I  don't  believe  in  this  repeating.  If  there  had  been  any  repeating  going  on 
I  would  have  seen  it  and  recognized  the  man. 

M.  J.  Daverx. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Par  ROW, 
I^^otavy  Public,  Richmond  Countj/^  Ga. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  January  22,  1896. 


Wednesday,  January  S^,  ISC**:, 

Present  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  J.  K.  Lamar,  e^., 
C  H.  Cohen,  esq.,  B.  Wright,  esq. 

THOMAS  H.  STRINGER,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  official  position  do  you  hold  in  this  community  f — A.  I  am  a  policeman. 

Q.  How  long  have  j'ou  been  on  the  force f — A.  About  five  years. 

Q.  As  a  policeman  were  yon  on  duty  auy  where  at  the  recent  election  held  in  Octo- 
ber, 1895 f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where? — A.  I  was  stationed  at  the  Fourth  Ward  polls. 

Q.  What  size  force  was  sent  up  there? — A.  Thirty  men  all  told. 

Q.  Was  there  any  reason  for  sending  such  a  large  force  up  there  f — A.  There  was 
a  rumor  around  tliat  the  crowd  there  that  day  would  be  large  and  boisterous,  and 
sufficient  men  to  control  it  were  sent  there. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  specific  rumors  of  any  anticipated  trouble  there  that  day?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  simply  sent  as  a  private? — A.  Ys^,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  stationed — in  front  of  the  polls,  or  in  the  rear,  or  where? — A. 
I  was  all  through  the  crowd  out  in  front  of  thft  polls. 

Q.  From  the  position  that  you  occupied  did  you  have  a  full  view  of  the  sidewalk 
leading  to  the  polls? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  at  the  polls? — A.  From  the  time  the  polls  were  opened  until 
they  closed. 

Q.  What  were  you  there  for? — A.  To  preserve  order  the  best  I  could  and  see  that 
everybody  was  treated  right  and  justly  dealt  with,  and  to  see  that  there  was  no 
interference  or  intimidation. 

^  Q.  While  you  were  there  did  you  see  auy  evidence  of  any  intimidation  of  Popu- 
list voters  or  people  desiring  to  vote  the  Populist  ticket? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  or  of  any  effort  to  vote  fraudulently, 
while  you  were  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  your  business  there  was  to  preserve  order  and  see  that  the  election 
was  conducted  fairly  and  nobody  interfered  with  or  intimidated? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  your  opportunities  for  seeing  what  was  going  on  as  good  as  anybody 
else's? — A.  Just  as  good. 

Q.  You  were  looking  for  anything  that  was  disturbing  the  good  order,  and  for 
repeating  and  anything  else  that  interfered  with  an  honest  and  fair  election?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  saw  nothing  at  all  of  that  sort? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  negroes  had  come  from  the  voting  precinct  l)ack  onto  the  sidewalk,  and 
had  changed  their  coats  and  hats  so  as  to  disguise  themselves,  would  you  not  bare 
seen  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  I8  it  podHible  for  that  to  have  occnrred  withont  yon  having  seen  itf — A.  No,  sir. 

(J.  Who  was  up  there  with  yon  that  day — what  other  privates  that  yon  recall  f — 
.  I  do  not  recollect  but  a  few  of  those  who  were  there.  There  was  Mr.  McCartan, 
Ir.  Dave  Murphy,  Mr.  Williams,  and  Mr.  Stratford. 

Q.  Wa^  Sergeant  l*owers  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  Was  he  at  that  ward  at  all  that  day? — A.  Xo,  sir. 

<V.  Who  was  iu  charge  of  the  force  there! — A.  Lieutenant  Cartledge. 

(J.  And  Sergeant  Powers  was  not  there  at  all  during  the  day? — A.  No,  sir. 

(V.  What  was  the  cundnct  of  the  election  there  at  the  Fourth  Ward  that  day,  both 
s  to  fairness,  quiot,  and  absohite  freedom  from  intimidation  of  nny  mnn  desiring  to 
ot«  M  he  pleaaed? — A.  I  saw  nothing  at  all  during  the  day  otherwise  than  fair 
D<1  square. 

Q.  Would  you  have  seen  it  if  it  had  been  there?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  nnden^tood  you  to  say  positively  that  you  were  in  a  position  t^  see  anything 
bat  oconrreil  on  the  sidewalk,  and  that  you  did  not  see  negroes  come  from  the  polls 
0(1  change  their  coats  and  hatn? — A.  1  did  not  see  anything  of  that  sort.     I  was  in 

p<|^ition  to  see  both  in  front  of  the  polls  and  on  the  sidewalk. 

(^.  You  did  not  see  any  negroes  come  from  the  polls  in  s<|uads  and  change  their 
oats  aud  hats? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

K^.  And  if  it  ha<l  been  done  you  say  you  would  have  seen  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

ij.  Were  any  complaints  lodged  with  you  by  anybody  at  all  that  day  as  to  any 
•bjt^tioD  any  party  might  have  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  election  was  being 
undiirte^l? — A.  No,  sin 

V  You  heard  of  no  one  makin.<;  any  complaint  to  you  or  to  any  other  officer?— A. 

Kl.  l\\  BoYKix  Wkight,  esq.)  Mr.  Cartlodge  and  Mr.  Williams,  and  perhaps  oth- 
n  whom  I  do  not  remember,  said  something  about  seeing  a  squad  of  ten  or  more  go 
D  through  the  approach  and  toward  the  ballot  box,  and  then  come  right  out  and 
(0  uonnd  again  through  the  jipproach  up  to  the  ballot  box  again,  and  that  occnrred 
sort-  than  once  with  the  same  squa<l.  I  will  ask  yon  now  if  anything  of  that  kind 
iccuired? — A.  No,  sir. 

V-  If  it  had  occurred,  would  you,  or  not,  have  been  in  a  position  to  have  seen  it, 
iml  would  you  have  seen  it? — A.  I  think  I  would  have  seen  it. 

Crf>S)«-examination  by  13.  M.  Gross,  Esq.: 

t^  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  police  force? — A.  About  five  years. 
V-  Are  you  still  on  the  force? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

'^  The  rity  goverumentof  Augusta  is  Dejiiocratic  politically,  is  it  not? — A.  I  sup- 
>(»M'so:  yeR,  sir. 

V-  You  hold  your  position  and  servo  uuder  a  Democratic  administration? — A. 
iVs.  jjir. 

V-  You  sjiy  'M)  men  were  detailed  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  peace  and  good 
•nlerat  that  elorrion  that  day? — A.  Yes,  sir;  privates,  sergeants,  and  lieutenants. 

V-  Were  those  policemen  in  jmiform? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

V-  Yonr  eyesight,  I  judge,  is  bad,  is  it  not? — A.  Xo,  sir.  I  consider  my  sight  as 
ttMNJ  :i8  anybody's.  I  have  one  bad  eye,  but  the  other  is  good.  In  other  words,  I  do 
a"t » xperience  any  difficulty  in  seeing. 

V-  Do  you  see  as  well  with  that  eye  as  you  do  with  the  other? — A.  Xo,  sir.  I  don't 
'■"^  Alt h  the  left  eye. 

V-  Yoii  really,  then,  have  only  one  good  eye? — A.  That  is  all. 

H  You  s|>ent  the  most  of  your  time  in  front  of  the  polls? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the 
ifuwtl  around  the  front  of  the  polls. 

^i  The  polling  place  was  on  xour  right  side  usually? — A.  Sometimes  it  would  be 
)^ -t.:Q<l  roe,  and  sometimes  in  front  of  me,  and  it  was  altogether  according  to  the 
psuou  in  which  I  was  standing. 

^l  It  was  on  the  right-hand  side  of  Hro^ul  street? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  right-hand 
^ide  of  Uroad  street. 

'/.  Anil  your  good  eye  was  on  that  side? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

'^  Yoo  ha<l  your  attention  mostly  fastened  on  the  people  about  the  polls  and  the 
I<^Uiu{r  place  during  the  day? — A.  About  all  I  paid  any  attention  to  was  as  to  the 
roQdiii  t  of  the  people  and  the  election,  etc.,  around  there. 

,  V-  Then  it  is  possible  that  those  parties  might  have  made  those  changes  on  your 
'^h  sidtt  or  in  your  rear  without  your  having  seen  them,  is  it  not? — A.  I  don't  know. 
Of  coarse  I  was  not  in  one  position  all  the  time,  but  was  knocking  around  all  through 
ibe  irowd,  and  if  anybody  else  had  seen  that  I  would  have,  too. 

^.  With  your  right  eye,  which  is  your  good  eye,  directed  constantly  to  the  polls, 
^'i  beioff  unable  to  see  with  your  left  eye,  it  is  possible  that  these  things  might  have 
oapi'ened  and  you  mi^ht  not  have  seen  them,  is  it  not? — A.  I  don't  know  if  you  have 
^^er  experienced  having  only  one  eye.  At  a  distance  of  10  feet  I  can  see  just  as  good 
^  A  mao  with  both  eyes,  bnt  right  down  at  my  side  1  can  not. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  possible  for  these  things  alleged  to  have  been  done  to  really  have  been 
done  and  yon  not  have  seen  them  f  *~A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  they  conld. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  dinner f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  not  relieved  at  all  daring  that  seven  hoars f— A.  No,  sir;  none  of  m 
were  relieved. 

Q.  Yoa  don't  think  it  is  possible  for  these  changes  of  garments  or  the  repeating  of 
voters  to  have  occurred  withoat  your  having  seen  itf — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  is  not  possible 
for  them  to  have  done  so  withoat  my  seeing  them. 

S.  Even  though  your  attention  was  called  to  a  different  direction? — ^A.  Yon  mast 
erstand  that  it  would  have  taken  them  some  time  to  have  changed  their  garmentfi. 
I  was  working  around  all  through  that  crowd  the  entire,  day.  One  man  might  bsiTe 
done  that,  but  I  would  have  caught  the  second  one. 

Q.  Is  there  a  policeman  in  the  city  of  Augusta  whose  politics  are  Popalisticf— A 
Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Is  it  not  pretty  well  understood  that  politics  of  that  kind  would  debar  a  loan 
from  serving  on  the  force? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  never  heard  aoythiDg 
of  it. 

Q.  $o  far  as  you  know,  there  are  none  of  that  political  belief  on  the  force f— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  a  conference  with  the  gentlemen  representing  Major  Black  before  yon 
«ame  in  the  room  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  some  conversation  about  what  your  testimonv  would  be?— A 
!No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  testimony  of  the  preceding  witness,  or  of  any  witness,  read  over  to 
jou,  or  any  part  of  it? — A.  They  were  reading  something;  I  don't  know  whether  it 
was  testimony  or  not. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  called  to  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  read  over  to  you? — A.  I  was  asked  a  question. 

Q.  In  reference  to  the  testimony  of  some  other  witness? — A.  I  don't  know  whether 
it  was  or  not.  They  asked  me  if  this  changing  of  clothes  was  done  there  coald  I 
have  seen  it,  or  was  I  in  a  position  to  have  seen  it.    That  was  all  that  was  asked  me. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  testimony  of  this  witness  for  the  following 
reason :  Previous  to  the  taking  of  testimony  in  this  case  an  agreement  was  entered 
into  by  which  the  witnesses  were  to  be  sequestered.  It  appears  from  the  testimony 
of  this  witness  that  the  testimony  of  a  former  witness,  in  part,  was  read  over  to  him. 
and  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  contents  thereof.  This  being  a  violation  of  the 
rule,  contestant's  counsel  moves  that  the  testimony  of  this  witness  be  exclnded. 

Contestee's  cotinsel  object  to  the  statement  of  counsel  for  the  contestant  as  not 
being  correct,  the  evidence  in  the  case  being  in  the  possession  of  the  officer,  and  the 
witness  having  only  testified  that  he  was  asked  whether  he  could  have  seen  voter? 
-ohange  their  coats  and  hats,  and  having  stated  that  that  was  all  that  was  asked  him 
in  connection  with  the  matter. ) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Gross.)  If  there  had  been  any  evidence  of  repeating  at  the  polls,  yon 
were  not  likely  to  have  seen  it? — A.  I  was  there  for  that  parpose,  and  was  among 
the  voters. 

Q.  You  were  not  authorized  to  arrest  anybody  for  repeating,  were  you? — ^A.  If  I 
bad  seen  it  done  it  would  have  been  part  of  my  duty  t'O  have  done  so. 

Q.  You  were  not  so  instructed? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  By  whom? — A.  By  the  authorities.  We  know  the  laws  and  rules  of  policing, 
and  we  carry  them  out. 

Q.  That  is  in  reference  to  city  laws,  is  it  not? — A.  That  is  in  reference  to  any  iso- 
lation of  the  law  that  comes  within  our  attention  or  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  any  repeater  having  been  arrested? — A.  I  don't 
know  that  I  have.* 

Q.  Were  yoa  here  in  the  election  of  1892? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  repeating  in  1892? — A.  Not  to  my  recollection. 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  relating  to  the  election  of  1892,  as  being  irrelevant. ^ 

Q.  Where  were  you  stationed  in  I8i92? — A.  At  the  same  polls. 

Q.  You  saw  no  evidence  of  repeating  there  that  day? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  did  not  arrest  anybody  at  that  time  for  repeating? — A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  Watson  negroes  being  pushed  away  from  the  Fourth  Ward  polls 
daring  this  special  election? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  in  1892? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  politics  of  the  chief  of  police? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  he  is  generally  regarded  politically? — A.  He  is  generally 
regarded  as  a  Democrat. 

Q.  And  the  force  is  Democratic,  as  far  as  yon  know? — A.  Yes,  sir;  as  far  as  I  know. 
I  don't  pry  into  their  politics.  I  know  that  every  man  does  to  suit  himself  in  that 
respect. 

Q.  Was  this  election  more  quiet  than  the  election  of  1892,  or  abont  the  same 
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klngf — ^A.  The  election  of  1892  has  been  so  long  back  that  I  do  not  really  remember 
uctly  what  did  happen  at  that  time. 

Q.  Were  there  many  colored  votes  at  the  Fourth  Ward  polls  at  this  special  elec- 
ion? — A.  Yee,  sir ;  there  are  more  negroes  living  in  that  ward  than  any  otner  portion 
f  the  city. 

(j.  Were  they  voted  generally  by  white  meo  in  charge  of  the  voters  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Were  there  any  active  workers  present? — A.  There  were. 

<j.  Who  took  the  voter  up  to  the  polling  place  and  would  see  him  deposit  his  bal- 
ot?— A.  There  were  active  workers  all  through  the  crowd. 

Q.  Were  not  those  white  gentlemen  allowed  to  go  up  to  the  polling  place  where 
;hf  ballot  was  deposited? — ^A.  I  think  each  side  had  a  representative  at  the  negro 
loUing  place,  and  there  were  no  other  white  men  allowed  in  there. 

(^.  Wbo  represented  the  Democratic  party  at  the  colored  box? — A.  First  one  and 
then  another. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  who  represented  the  Populists  at  the  colored  box  ? — A.  There  was 
ft  thsDffe  made  there  a  time  or  two.    One  of  them  was  Mr.  Siegler. 
Kl.  He  represented  the  Populists? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

i^.  What  time  was  he  in  there? — A.  I  think  he  was  there  when  the  polls  opened. 
Q.  How  lonff  did  he  remain? — A.  I  conld  not  tell  you  what  time  he  left, 
(j.  Who  took  his  place? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you  now.    They  changed  about  from  one 
tide  to  another. 

Q.  Were  there  any  fights  there  that  day? — A.  No  fights  to  amount  to  anything; 
there  were  some  little  disputes. 

(j.  Nobody  engaged  in  a  fisticnfif  or  anything  of  that  sort? — A.  No,  sir;  to  my  rec- 
olleetion  no  blows  were  struck. 

(^.  Who  was  this  little  trouble  between? — A.  First  one  and  then  another.  When 
we  would  find  them  netting  into  hot  discussions  we  would  stop  them: 

1^  Yon  woald  rush  in  in  a  body? — A.  Wherever  we  found  four  or  six  or  a  dozen 
of  them  in  those  disputes  we  won  id  go  in  aud  separate  them. 

Q.  Was  it  pretty  generally  understood  that  the  police  were  Democrats  and  were 
there  in  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party  ? — A.  They  were  not  there  in  the  inter- 
eit  of  any  party.    I  went  there  with  the  intention  of  doing  what  was  just  and  right, 
nrganUess  of  party. 
t^  You  ba<l  no  instructions  to  assist  one  party  and  ignore  another? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Is  there  an  alley  there  by  the  side  of  that  building  where  the  voting  took 
place?— A.  There  is  aywd  there. 
^.  Are  the  Fourth  Ward  polls  at  the  engine  house? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
(j.  Is  there  not  an  alley  wnich  leads  out  by  the  side  of  the  building? — ^A.  I  suppose 
Toa  woald  call  it  the  part  of  a  yard,  just  like  any  other  yard. 
Q.  Was  there  a  policeman  in  charge  of  the  gate  to  that  yard  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
Q.  You  did  not  observe  that? — A.  No,  sir.    As  I  stated  before,  I  was  out  in  front 
on  the  street. 

^.  There  is  an  alley  on  the  right  side  of  the  building,  is  there? — A.  You  could  call 
it  ao  alley  or  yon  could  call  it  a  yard.     I  would  call  it  part  of  the  yard. 
Q.  It  has  a  gate  opening  on  the  street? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  gate  closed  that  day? — A.  I  could  not  tell  yon  whether  it  was  or  not. 
(l-  Did  yon  see  squads  of  colored  voters  going  in  that  alley  or  coming  from  that 
alle?  at  any  time  during  the  day? — A.  No,  sir. 
*^  You  did  not  see  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  You  say  you  have  been  on  the  police  force  for  five  years  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Are  you  a  native  of  Augusta? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  bom  and  raised  in  Columbia 
Connty. 

^.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  this  city? — A.  Well,  I  have  been  here 
off  and  on  all  my  life.    I  came  here  in  1882,  and  have  been  here  ever  since. 

Q-  Do  yon  know  how  many  difficulties  sprung  up  that  day  in  front  of  the  polls? — 
A.  Xo.  Bir;  I  do  not. 

^  Were  they  of  pretty  constant  occurrence  during  the  active  hours  of  voting? — 
A.  Ko,  nir.  As  I  stated,  as  soon  as  we  would  see  or  have  any  suspicion  that  a  heated 
irgnmeut  was  taking  place  we  would  go  and  stop  them.  As  to  how  many  times 
tbdt  occurred,  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  in  that  election  that  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

V-  For  whom  did  you  vote?— A.  I  voted  for  Major  Black. 

^.  Did  yon  vote  at  that  precinct?— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

^.  Where  did  yon  vote?— A.  I  voted  at  the  Fifth  Ward  polls. 

<^  Iithat  your  residence?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  reside  in  the  Fifth  Ward. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  vote  at  the  Fifth  Ward  polls?— A.  I  could  not  say  posi- 
"^♦'Ij';  somewhere  about  the  middle  of  the  day. 

Q.  You  had  to  leave  the  Fourth  Ward  and  go  to  the  Fifth?— A.  Y'es,  sir.  I  sup- 
P<^  I  was  gone  twenty  minutes. 

M-  You  were  mistaken,  then,  when  you  testified  that  you  were  at  the  Fourth  Ward 
«1  the  time? — ^A.  I  was  absent  for  about  twenty  minutes. 
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Q.  I  believe  yoa  swore  that  yon  did  not  go  to  your  dinner  t — A«  None  of  us  bad 
any  dinner. 
Q.  You  were  away  for  that  twenty  minateHt~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Re-direct  examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  were  asked  if  the  city  government  is  not  Democratic.  Wlio  are  the  police- 
men elected  by  f — A.  They  are  elected  by  a  board  of  commissi onern. 

Q.  Is  not  that  a  nonpartisan  and  nonpolitical  bodyf — A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  I 
know. 

Q.  Are  they  not  appointed  under  a  law  that  prohibits  them  from  holding  any  other 
offlce  or  being  a  candidate  for  any  other  office  during  the  term  of  that  position!— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  men  are  elected  to  the  force  according  to  their  capacity, 
regardless  of  their  political  views? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  alKo  asked  by  Mr.  Gross  if  yon  had  any  right  to  arrest  a  man  for  State 
offenses.  What  was  your  answer? — A.  I  think  my  answer  to  that  was  that  a  police- 
man did  not  always  have  to  wait  for  instructions  to  arrest  a  man  for  violation  of  the 
law. 

Q.  Did  you  not  lose  your  eye  in  arresting  a  man  for  the  violation  of  State  lawsf— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  asked  if  voters  were  not  carried  to  the  polls  by  workers,  and  yon 
stated  that  there  were  workers  around.  Were  there  not  workers  on  both  sidesf— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  workers  on  one  side  act  differently  to  the  workers  on  the  other  eide? — 
A.  No,  Hir.    They  both  acted  alike. 

Q.  You  say  that  was  a  qniet  election  at  the  Fourth  Ward.  Have  yon,  or  not,erer 
seen  a  more  quiet  election  anywhere  than  the  special  election  of  1895? — ^A.  Not  to 
my  recolleotion. 

Thomas  H.  Stringer. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  Counitf^  Ga, 

JAMES  R.  STRATFORD,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  is  your  present  position,  and  what  was  it  in  October,  1895  ? — ^A.  Policeman. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  policeman? — A.  For  about  two  years  or  two  years 
and  a  half. 

Q.  Where  were  you  statione<l  during  the  election  of  October  2,  1895,  for  Congress- 
man from  this  district? — A.  I  was  at  the  Fourth  Ward. 

Q.  What  were  your  duties  there? — A.  1  was  a  police  officer  and  was  thereto  see 
that  everything  was  carried  on  correctly. 

Q.  Was  there  any  disturbance  there  that  day? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Were  any  complaints  of  any  sort  made  to  yon  there  about  the  violation  of  any 
law? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  violations  of  the  law  yourself? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Several  witnesses  have  testified  that  they  saw  a]argenuml>er  of  men  vote,  come 
out  from  behind  the  approaches,  and  then  go  immediately  back,  and  thns  repeat  two 
or  three  times.     Did  you  see  anythiug  of  that  sort? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  were  your  opportunities  for  seeing  repeating,  if  it  had  been  done  or  was 
going  onf — A.  I  was  out  on  the  street  in  front  of  the  polls,  circulating  among  the 
crowd,  and  was  on  the  go  all  the  time. 

Q.  And  did  you  detect  anything  of  that  sort? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  your  opportunities  for  detecting  it  as  good  as  anybody's  else  out  there?— 
A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Is  your  eyesight  good  or  bad? — A.  It  is  perfectly  good. 

Q.  Was  it  or  not  your  duty,  while  you  were  there  as  policeman  that  day,  to  detect 
anything  of  that  sort  or  any  other  violation  going  on? — A.  I  so  understood  it. 

Q.  If  you  had  seen  a  man  repeating,  what  would  you  have  done? — A.  I  would  cer- 
tainly have  arrested  him. 

Q.  And  you  say  no  complaints  were  made  to  you  of  anything  of  that  sort  by  any- 
body f — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Some  of  the  witnesses  have  testified  that  they  saw  a  squad  of  men  who  would 
vote,  then  come  out  from  behind  the  approaches  onto  the  sidewalk,  would  change 
their  hats  and  coats,  and  then  go  back  around  and  vote  again.  Did  yon  see  anythlDg 
of  that  sort? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  it  possible  for  anything  of  that  sort  to  have  been  done  without  your  see- 
ing it? — A.  Such  a  thing  as  that  could  not  poHHildy  have  happened  without  my  seeing 
it.  That  could  not  have  happened  without,  attracting  the  attention  of  evervbody 
to  it. 
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(}b  Ifr  would  have  created  aniTersal  talk,  woald  it  nott^A.  It  cert&inly  would. 
Q.  Did  yoa  see  or  hear  of  anything  of  that  kind  going  on  there  f— A.  No,  sir;  I 
did  not. 

Cross-examined^ by  B.  M.  Qross,  Esq.: 

Q.  How  long  have  ^on  been  on  the  force? — A.  Something  over  two  year^ 

Q.  What  portion  ot  the  city  do  you  reside  in?— A.  In  the  First  Ward. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  that  day?->A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom?— A.  Major  Black. 

Q.  You  voted  in  the  First  Ward,  I  suppose?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  there  to  vote  and 
etme  right  back. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  you  vote?— A.  I  think  it  was  about  11  o'clock;  some- 
where in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  gone  ? — A.  I  went  down  on  one  car  and  came  right  back  on 
the  other.    I  don't  suppone  I  was  gone  over  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Q.  It  is  possible  for  repeatiug  to  have  been  done  while  yon  were  gone  and  you  not 
bsTs  aeeu  it,  is  it  not? — A.  If  I  was  not  there  I  could  not  have  seen  anything  that 
happened. 

Vf.  If  it  had  happened  while  you  were  gone,  you  could  not  have  seen  it? — A.  Cer- 
tainly nut. 

Q.  It  may  have  hapiiened  while  you  were  gone  and  you  not  have  seen  it? — ^A.  I 
don't  know  whether  it  may  have  happened  or  not. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  prepared  to  say  there  were  not  some  instances  of  that  kind  while 
jou  were  gone? — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  happened  while  I  was 
fooe. 

i^'  You  are  appoiuted  or  elected  by  a  board  of  commissioners? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  term  ? — A.  For  three  years. 

^,  Policemen  are  chosen  every  three  years?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  composes  the  board  of  commissiouers? — A.  Mr.  Gouley,  Mr.  C.  S.  Bohler, 
Cspt.  W.  B.  Young,  Captain  Flynn,  Mr.  Jack  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Frank  Calhoun. 

Q.  Those  gentlemen  are  all  known  as  Democrats  politically,  are  they  not? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  some  on  that  board  active  Democrats? — A.  I  think  they  are  all  good  strong 
Demoorats. 

Q.  Mr.  Gouley  is  rather  an  active  Democrat,  is  he  not? — A.  I  don't  think  he  is  any 
owrs  BO  than  others. 

Q.  Mr.  Bohler  is  a  Democratic  officeholder  in  the  county,  is  he  not? — ^A.  His  father 
ia  tile  tax  collector. 

Qi  How  are  the  police  foree;  are  they  as  a  rule  Democrats? — A.  Well,  yes, sir;  I 
thhikso. 

Q.  Do  you  knorw  of  any  Populists  on  the  force? — ^A.  I  have  never  made  a  canvass 
of  the  force  to  find  out. 

Q.  Are  there  any  Populists  on  the  police  force  so  far  as  you  know? — ^A.  Beally,  I 
coald  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  of  any? — A.  I  don't  know  a  Populist  on  the  force. 

Q.  Yon  saw  no  difficulties  there  tliat  day? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  some  Populist  negroes  being  hustled  away  from  the  polls  and  not 
sUewed  to  cast  their  ballots? — A.  Ko,  sir;  I  did  not  see  anything  of  the  sort. 

Q.  How  many  members  of  your  force  did  yon  have  there  that  day? — A.  I  do  not 
know  esactly.    I  guess  there  must  have  been  about  thirty  of  them. 

Q.  Were  they  aU  in  uniform  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  prettv  well  understood  that  the  police  force  of  the  city  of  Augusta  are 
Democratic  in  their  politics? — A.  I  should  tnink  so ;  yes,  sir.  I  don't  know  the  poli- 
tics of  all  of  them,  but  X  suppose  they  are  all  Democrats;  they  ought  to  be  ii'  they 
are  not. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  crap-shooting  in  the  back  yard  there  that  day? — ^A.  No, sir;  I 
did  not. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  whether  it  took  place  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q(  Did  yon  have  any  occasion  to  go  in  the  back  yard  there  that  day? — A.  I  was  in 
there  for  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  Just  inside  of  the  gate;  1  was  not  in  the 
yard  proper. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  the  gate? — A.  I  don't  know  that  anybody  had  charge  of  it; 
I  went  in  there  earlv  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Was  it  locked? — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  was  open. 

S.  Nobody  had  charge  of  it? — ^A.  Not  that  I  saw.    I  had  occasion  to  go  in  there 
went  and  came  out. 
Q.  You  were  on  the  police  force,  I  suppose,  in  1894? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Were  yon  present  at  the  election  held  in  1894? — A.  What  election? 
Q.  The  election  for  Congressman? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  were  you  on  duty  that  day  ?— A.  At  the  Third  Ward. 
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Q.  Were  practically  the  same  gentlemen  in  charge  of  the  polls  here  in  1896  thst 
were  in  charge  in  1894  f — A.  Do  yon  mean  the  policemen  f 

Q.  No;  I  mean  the  election  force. — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Were  there  practically  the  same  set  of  policemen  f — A.  No,  sir;  there  were  not 
as  many  at  the  Third  Ward. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating  there  in  1894 f — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Nor  any  irregularities f — A.  There  was  a  fuss  or  two. 

Q.  I  mean  any  irregularities  so  far  as  the  voting  was  concerned  f — A.  None  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Were  you  on  the  force  in  1892 f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  living  in  Augusta  at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  in  1892?  — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Democratic  ticket,  I  presume? — A.  That  is  correct,  sir. 

Q.  What  precinct  were  you  present  at  in  1892? — A.  I  was  not  present  at  any  poll, 
except  just  to  vote. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote  in  1892  ?--A.  In  the  First  Ward. 

Q.  You  were  living  in  that  ward? — A.  Yes, sir;  I  have  been  living  in  the  Pint 
Ward  ever  since  I  have  been  in  Augusta. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Augusta? — A.  About  eight  years. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  native  of  Augusta?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  come  from  originally? — A.  I  was  bom  in  Louisville,  Ga. 

Q.  You  were  brought  up  down  there  in  Jefferson  County? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  the  First  Ward  polls  in  1892?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating  or  other  evidence  of  irregularity  there  in  1892? 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  any  question  relating  to  the  elections  of  1892  or  1894, 
as  being  irrelevant  to  this  contest.) 

Witness.  I  can  not  tell  you  anything  about  1892,  as  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  whether  you  saw  any  repeating  at  that  time  or 
not? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  so  many  policemen  were  detailed  to  be  in  attendance  on  the 
election  in  the  Fourth  Ward  in  1895,  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  It  was  rumored 
that  certain  parties  were  going  to  make  an  effort  to  raise  a  disturbance  there. 

Q.  You  saw  no  evidence  of  that  disturbance  there  that  day? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  rumor  was  a  mistake? — A.  There  were  too  many  policemen  present  for 
those  people  to  make  a  demonstration. 

Q.  You  saw  no  evidence  of  any  demonstration? — A.  No,  sir:  none  at  all. 

Q.  Therefore  you  don't  know  whether  it  was  the  effectiveness  of  the  police  or  the 
intention  of  the  parties  not  to  be  belligerent? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  riot  dia  not  come  up,  nor  any  appearance  of  it?— A.  No,  sir.  As  I  say,  it 
was  rumored  around,  and  the  officers  were  prepared  for  any  emergency. 

Q.  There  was  no  appearance  of  it  there  that  day? — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  started  that  rumor? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  talked  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  truth  there  was  in  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  it? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  the  voting  pretty  heavy  at  the  Fourth  Ward  polls?  Was  it  active,  and 
people  pushing  forward  to  vote? — A.  They  voted  very  lively. 

Q .  From  what  hour  until  ^  h at  hour  f — A.  From  about  9  o'clock  until  12  or  1  o'clock, 

Q.  After  1  o'clock  there  was  a  lull  in  the  voting,  was  there  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Comparatively  iew  people  around? — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  a  good  crowd  there. 

Q.  Very  little  voting  was  going  on? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you  how  much  voting  was 
going  on;  bnt  I  would  judge  from  the  line  of  people  going  up  to  the  different  win- 
dows that  the  voting  was  not  quite  as  heavy. 

Q.  Was  there  at  any  time  a  cessation  of  the  voting  before  the  closing  hour?— A. 
Yes,  sir;  there  was  very  little  voting  late  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  For  something  like  an  hour  or  more? — A.  Yes,  sir;  for  two  or  three. 

Q.  For  two  or  three  hours  before  the  closing  it  was  very  light?— A.  It  was  very 
light  for  two  or  three  hours. 

Q.  They  were  voting,  but  were  voting  lighter  than  they  had  previous  to  that? 
There  was  nothing  like  a  steady  vote  all  day  long? — ^A.  It  was  a  pretty  steady  vote. 

O.  The  idea  I  want  to  get  out  is,  was  the  same  steady  voting  continued  after  12  or 
1  o'clock? — A.  It  slacked  up  a  little  in  the  afternoon.  I  can  not  tell  yon  how  much. 
I  was  looking  after  preserving  order.  It  is  only  a  surmise  on  my  part  about  the 
voting. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  number  of  colored  voters  brought  from  that  alley  np  to  the 
polls  and  voted,  and  then  returned  to  the  alley  in  charge  of  white  gentlemen  ?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  You  sav  you  did  not  see  crap  playing  in  that  back  yard? — A.  I  certainly  did 
not  see  anything  of  the  sort. 

Q.  You  don't  Know  whether  the  players  were  gambling  off  the  money  they  receiTed 
for  voting  or  not?— A.  I  did  not  see  anything  of  the  kind. 
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R^dlreot  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohbn,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Gross  asked  yon  if  you  saw  those  colored  people  placing  off  money  they 
receiyed  for  voting.  Did  you  see  anybody  receive  any  money  ror  voting? — ^A.  I  did 
not. 

Q.  If  voters  had  recived  money  would  you,  from  where  yon  were  standing,  have 
•e«n  themf — ^A.  I  should  judge  so. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  polls  the  entire  day,  with  the  exception  of  the  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  when  you  went  to  vote? — A.  That  is  about  the  time. 

Q.  And  the  balance  of  the  day  you  speut  at  the  polls? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  the  same  condition  of  affairs  at  the  polls  when  you  came  back  as 
wh«n  youleft? — A.  Yes,  sir:  everything  was  very  quiet. 

Q.  Yon  have  stated  that  the  reason  the  police  authorities  sent  such  a  large  force  to 
the  Fourth  Ward  that  day  was  because  they  had  learned  of  a  prospective  attack  upon 
the  colored  voters  there  that  day.  Who  was  this  prospective  attack,  that  you  heard 
the  rumor  about,  to  be  made  by  ? 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  this  question,  because  the  same  is  evidentlv 
fonnded  on  hearsay,  on  wild,  vague,  and  uncertain  rumors,  and  the  previous  testi- 
mony of  the  witness  has  shown  that  the  same  is  unfounded  in  fact.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Cohen.)  Will  you  state,  in  reference  to  that  rumor,  who  it  was  the 
mmor  said  were  to  make  this  attack — ^I  mean  what  character  of  pe(n)le  politically — 
uod  upon  whom  was  the  attack  to  be  made,  that  warranted  the  ohiei  in  sending  such 
a  lar^e  force  to  that  precinct? — A.  It  was  commonly  rumored  at  police  headquarters 
that  if  the  negroes  persisted  in  voting  for  Black  that  the  Populists  were  going  to  run 
them  away  from  the  polls. 

Q.  How  were  they  supposed  to  have  intended  to  run  them  away? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  how  they  were  supposed  to  be  run  away.) 

•Q.  (By  Mr.  Cohen.)  What  did  the  rumor  say  they  were  going  to  run  the  negroes 
away  with — firearms,  or  sticks,  or  how? — A.  Yes,  sir;  by  fire  arms;  and  about  75 per 
cent  of  them  did  have  big  sticks. 

Q.  About  75  per  cent  of  whom? — A.  Of  the  Populist  voters. 

Q.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  Democrats  who  came  to  those  polls?  Did  they 
come  armed  with  sticks,  or  just  as  ordinary  gentlemen  going  to  the  polls  to  vote? — A. 
I  can  not  tell  you  the  politics  of  all  of  those  men  up  there.  There  may  have  been  some 
Democrats  had  sticks  as  far  as  that  is  concerned.  I  saw  a  quantity  of  sticks ;  and 
we  could  tell  of  course  who  the  Populists  were,  as  they  stood  off  and  grouped 
together. 

Q.  And  you' say  about  75  per  cent  of  them  were  armed  with  those  sticks? — A* 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  mmor  or  information  that  caused  the  chief  to  send  this  large  force  of 
policemen  to  the  Fourth  Ward  that  day  was  just  such  a  rumor  as  would  move  him  in 
any  other  case? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object3  to  this  question,  because  the  same  is  a  matter  of  opin- 
ion, and  the  answer  thereto  is  a  matter  of  opinion;  and  further,  because  the  contest- 
ant is  not  responsible  fur  the  ideas  which  might  move  the  chief  of  police  to  prepare 
for  any  attack,  it  appearing  from  the  testimony  heretofore  detailed  that  tne  city 
authorities  of  Augusta  are  nervous  upon  this  question  of  Populistic  attacks.) 

J.  R.  Straitord. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 


D.  KERR,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 


B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 


Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohkn,  Esq. : 

Q.  Do  yon  hold  any  official  position  in  the  city  government  at  present? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What? — A.  Member  of  the  city  council. 

Q.  From  what  ward?— A.  The  Fourth  Ward. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  city  council?-  A.  I  have  just  completed  one 
year  of  this  present  term. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  occupied  any  other  official  position  in  the  city  ? — A.  I  have  been 
is  council  previous  to  this  last  term.  I  have  served,  I  think,  about  five  or  six  years 
in  eonncil  three  or  four  years  ago. 

Q.  What  position  do  yon  hold  under  the  city  government  in  council? — A.  I  am  at 
the  head  of  the  streets  and  drains  and  permanent  improvement  committees. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  occupied  those  positions? — A.  Since  I  have  been  in  council 
this  Ust  term ;  and  I  occupied  them  the  last  year  of  my  previous  term.  This  is  the 
Mcond  vear  that  I  have  occupied  those  positions. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  the  election  of  October,  1895? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  What  precinct  did  you  attend  f — ^A.  I  was  at  the  Fourth  Ward  precinct. 

Q.  How  long  did  yon  remain  at  that  precinct  f — ^A.  I  was  there  the  entire  day,  from 
the  opening  to  the  closing  of  the  polls. 

Q.  Did  yon  vote  there^A'.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  did  not  leave  there  at  allf— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  yon  familiar  with  the  conditions  and  snrronndlngs  of  that^eleetion— the 
rumors  in  reference  to  possible  trouble  there  that  dayf — A.  Tes,  sir;  that  was  one 
oanse  of  my  staying  there  all  tiay. 

Q.  Will  yon  state  what  those  rumors  weret 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  evidence  in  regard  to  any  rumors,  the  same  being 
hearsav  and  inadmissible  as  testimony  in  any  court  where  legal  testimony  is  con- 
sidered.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Corkk.)  Now,  fi^om  the  fact  that  yon  have  established  that  yon  are  a 
member  of  the  city  council  and  a  citizen  of  that  ward,  state  whether  or  not  ^ 
information  that  yon  received  of  possible  trouble  was  from  a  reliable  source,  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  you  in  thinking  tnat  it  mieht  occur,  and  what  action  was  taken  to 
prevent  its  occurrence. — A.  It  was  generally  understood  throughout  the  city  that 
there  would  be  an  eifort  made  on  the  part  of  the  Populists  and  their  fHends  on  that 
occasion  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  negroes  from  voting.  That  rumor  having  beeome 
current,  the  Democratic  campaign  committee  here,  and  parti cnlariy  the  Yonng 
Men's  Domoeratic  Club,  thought;  it  necessary  to  give  the  colored  voters  assurance  of 
protection  on  election  day ;  and  with  that  object  in  view  meetings  had  been  held 
two  or  three  nights  previous  to  the  election,  and  citizens  were  called  upon  to  volun- 
teer to  be  at  the  polls  in  order  to  protect  the  colored  voter  in  his  legal  rights  so  far 
as  voting  was  concerned. 

Q.  What  was  the  information  yon  received  as  to  what  means  they  were  goin^  to 
adopt  or  nsef — A.  The  information  was  that,  if  possible,  distnrbances  would  be  pre- 
cipitated by  those  people  and  the  colored  voters  scattered,  and  in  order  to  assure 
tibie  colored  voter  that  he  would  be  protected  by  the  Democrats  as  far  as  possible,  a 
number  of  citizens  volunteered  to  be  present  at  the  polls  that  day.  In  addition  to 
that  an  extra  number  of  policemen  were  on  hand. 

Q.  Was  that  rumor  well  founded f— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  had  its  weight  with  the 
colored  voter;  and  it  required  a  ^eat  deal  of  talking  on  the  part  of  the  whites  to 
induce  them  to  go  to  the  polls.  We  had  meetings  prior  to  the  election,  and  those 
Democrats  who  spoke  on  those  occasions  told  them  that  they  would  be  protected,  aod 
not  to  hesitate  to  go  to  the  x^olls. 

Q.  That  rumor  was  not  only  known  to  you  and  to  the  police  authorities,  bnt  also 
to  the  colored  voters? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  generally  talked.  And  some  of  the  most 
cabid  Populists  left  room  for  those  kind  of  assertions.  We  thought  sufficient  of  the 
mmor  to  be  prepared  for  it. 

Q.  As  one  aoting  in  authority,  would  you  not  under  similar  ciroumstanees  again 
nae  the  same  means  to  prevent  anv  such  occurrence f — ^A.  Oh,  yes;  there  is  no  ques- 
tion but  that  the  large  force  of  officers  present  at  the  polls  and  the  large  number  of 
Democrats  there  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  peace  and  protecting  those  people 
in  their  right  to  vote  were  instrumental  in  bringing  this  about. 

Q.  You  were  at  the  polls,  yon  say,  the  entire  dayf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  in  a  position  to  see  what  was  going  on  around  and  about  the  polls  f— 
A.  Yds,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  a  position  to  see  the  sidewalks  in  {tout  of  the  polls? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Those  barricades,  as  they  term  them,  were  there  in  f^ont  of  the  windows,  and,  of 
course,  firom  the  outside  you  could  not  see  what  happened  right  at  the  windows. 
There  were  large  crowds  at  the  polls  all  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  W.  C.  Williamsf  — A.  I  know  two  or  three 
parties  by  the  name  of  Williams. 

Q.  This  W.  C.  Williams  testified  that  he  is  a  butcher  in  the^  employ  of  J.  T. 
Young. — A.  Yes,  sir:  I  know  Iiim. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Young  whom  he  butchers  with  or  for? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there 
is  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Williams  that  I  know  quite  weU,  who  works  for  Mr. 
J.  T.  Young.  Mr.  Young  is  a  Populist  and  very  active,  and  in  fact  is  one  of  the 
leaders  here,  and  is  recognized  as  such. 

Q.  Mr.  Williams  testifies  that  he  would  see  darkies  come  out  on  the  sidewalk  affer 
havinir  voted,  walk  down  on  the  sidewalk  and  there  change  their  coats  and  hats  so 
as  to  disguise  their  appearance,  and  then  return  and  vote  again.  Is  that -a  fact  f— A. 
It  is  not  possible.  I  can  not  see  how  any  man  would  undertake  to  do  such  a  thing 
eyen  if  he  were  so  inclined.  There  were  a  large  number  of  people  at  the  polls  that 
dav. 

O.  If  such  a  thing  had  been  done,  would  it  or  not  have  been  seen  by  yon  or  some- 
body else  and  you  have  heard  of  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  it  until  this  investigation  and  the  question  was  aaked 
you? — A.  No,  sir;  and  I  am  surprised  to  hear  of  it. 
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Q.  Waft  any  complaint  made  there  that  day t — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  very  quiet  and 
orderly  election.  It  was  very  gratifying  to  those  interested  that  it  was  such  a 
peaceable  election. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  evidence  of  any  violation  of  the  law  at  all  from  the  position 
yoQ  occupied f — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  just  as  fair  as  it  could  possibly  be.  1  only  saw 
one  instance  where  there  was  any  trouble  over  a  man  being  allowed  to  vote.  There 
WIS  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Walton,  who  cam^  to  the  polls  and  offered  to  vote 
in  the  name  of  Sim  Walton,  and  there  was  no  such  name  ^  Sim  Walton  on  the  list, 
bat  tliere  was  an  S.  T.  Walton,  and  there  was  some  little  wranglinp;  about  that.  I 
was  at  the  white  box  the  most  of  the  time.    Both  of  the  boxes  were  in  one  room. 

Q.  Could  a  man  at  one  box  see  the  others f — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  no  obstruction 
between  the  boxes  at  all. 

Q.  One  manager  could  see  all  three  of  the  boxes f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  that  wardf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Boykin  Wright.)  Something  has  been  said  about  boys  under  the  age 
of  21  voting.  Did  you  or  not  notice  the  faces  of  the  parties  voting,  and  if  so,  did 
it  oecnr  to  yon  that  a  single  man  voted  there  that  day  whose  appearance  indicated 
that  lie  was  under  agef 

(CoQteatant*s  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  manfestly  predicated  upon 
opiniim,  and  manifestly  a  matter  of  which  the  witness  has  no  certain  knowledge, 
sn<l  entirely  a  matter  of  opinion.) 

WiTXKSS.  I  have  taken  some  little  interest  in  politics  for  quite  a  number  of  years, 
and  have  attended  a  good  many  elections,  and  I  am  fVee  to  say  that  I  don't  thinkl 
ever  saw  a  ballot  cast  by  anyone  at  any  election  that  was  in  my  opinion  under  71 
jears  of  age,  either  by  a  Democrat,  a  Populist,  or  anyone  else.  I  was  very  nnich 
larprised  to  see  that  there  was  considerable  testimtmy  of  that  kind  brought  out  at 
this  io%'e8tigation. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  say  yon  were  a  member  of  council  for  five  or  six  years  f — A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  And  that  yon  served  a  term  ending  some  three  years  agof — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  haw  long  are  yon  elected f— A.  For  three  years.  I  was  first  elected  for  an 
unexpired  term,  and  was  reelected  at  the  expiration  of  the  unexpired  term  for  three 
yean  more,  without  opposition.  I  was  elected  last  December  a  year  ago  for  a  term 
of  three  years  without  opposition  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  where  we  have  had  a  very 
good  Populist  vote  ever  since  the  incipiency  of  the  party. 

Q.  Yon  say  it  was  understood  that  the  Populists  would  interfere  with  the  colored 
Toters  at  the  polls  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  understand  there  are  extremists  in  all  parties  f — A.  That  was  current  talk. 
Yon  see  the  colored  voter  had  not  been  voting  nere  in  the  city  with  the  Populist 
party.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  rnmor  about  some  of  the  Populists  purchasing 
firearms.    I  don't  mean  that  to  apply  to  all  of  the  Popnlist  party. 

Q.  Was  that  talked  among  the  Populists  or  among  the  Democrats,  as  to  what  the 
Populists  were  going  to  do;  was  it  not  mostly  talked  among  the  Democrats f — A.  It 
was  a  general  rnmor. 

Q.  It  was  til  Iked,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  went,  by  the  Democrats? — A.  Of 
coQTKe,  what  I  heard  came  from  Democrats. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  the  source  of  their  authority! — A.  No,  sir;  but  it  was  generally 
eorreot.    It  was  not  among  a  few,  bnt  was  generally  talked. 

Q.  And  nobody  responsible  for  it? — A.  No;  but  it  had  assumed  such  proportions 
fund  had  struck  the  Democratic  managers  here  with  such  force  thi^t  they  really  found 
it  necessary  to  go  to  some  trouble  to  reassure  the  negroes. 

Q.  It  wais  such  a  rumor  only  as  coming  from  one  political  party  would  impress  the 
opposite  political  party  as  to  their  methods,  their  schemes,  or  uieir  plana  to  secure 
votes  or  auything  of  that  kind.  Is  that  what  I  understand? — A.  Yonr  question  is 
most  too  long.    I  don't  quite  comprehend  it. 

Q.  It  was  recognized  as  a  design  of  the  enemy  t  This  rumor  was  not  more  than 
an  ordinary  rumor  that  you  might  hear  about  one  party  or  the  other? — A.  It  had 
SMamed  graver  proportions  than  those  idle  rumors  assnme. 

Q.  Nobody  was  responsible  for  it — it  was  traceable  to  no  particular  source  so  far 
as  Tou  know? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  who  the  author  of  it  was. 

Q.  Von  don't  know  of  anv  Populists  who  said  any  specific  thing  that  guaranteed 
the  romor  being  circulated? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  snow  who  had  the  sticks,  if  they  were  going  to  ose  sticks,  or  who 
had  guns,  if  they  were  going  to  use  guns,  or  anything  of  that  sort? — A.  No,  sir;  it 
was  a  general  rumor. 

Q.  You  say  the  police  force  were  prepared  for  this  trouble? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  trouble  of  any  magnitude  occurred? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  any  point  in  the  city? — A.  I  can  not  recall  that.  I  don't  think  any  trouble 
oeenrred. 
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Q.  Yon  say  the  preoenoe  of  the  large  force  of  polioemen  was  rather  an  inclination 
to  make  people  observe  the  law.  Was  there  any  appearance  of  a  row  then  that 
day t — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  even  remember  an  ordinary  fisticuff  having  occnrred. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anv  colored  voter  who  remained  away  from  the  polls  on  aeeoont 
of  that  rumor t — A.  If  we  did,  we  were  trying  to  get  him  there. 

Q.  You  did  get  him  there,  did  you  not  f — A.  I  don't  know  that.  You  see  the  Foarth 
Ward  is  a  very  large  ward  and  has  a  vei*y  large  voting  piopnlation. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics f — ^A.  I  have  taken  somo 
interest. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  take  a  very  active  interest  in  controlling  your  wardf— 
A.  I  really  can  not  say  that  is  true. 

Q.  You  do  the  best  yon  can  for  your  party  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  for  the  city.  1  think 
the  good  of  the  city  is  wound  up,  to  a  certain  extent,  with  the  success  of  the  Demo- 
oratioparty,  and  I  affiliate  with  it. 

Q.  Without  being  egotistical,  you  would  be  safe  in  saying  you  are  the  most  active 
politician  in  your  wardf — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  I  am. 

Q.  You  would  go  to  any  legitimate  ext«nt  for  your  party's  success t — ^A.  Whenever 
we  have  a  hard  fight  I  am  an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  rather  than  a  leader. 

Q.  Yon  are  one  of  the  live  workers  in  the  ranks  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  a  single  colored  voter  who  remained  away  from  the  polls  on 
account  of  those  rumors? — A.  I  could  not  recall  one. 

Q.  You  don't  know  there  was  ouef — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know  and  your  information  extends,  there  were  none  who  remained 
away  from  the  polls  on  that  account? — ^A.  I  can  not  say. 

Q.  Yonr  party  whs  active  in  getting  them  to  the  polls? — A.  Yes,  air;  because  they 
were  all  voting  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  You  know,  nor  heard,  of  none  who  remained  away  from  the  polls  on  account  of 
this  rumor? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  that  1  do.  I  think  those  measures  we  adopted 
and  the  trouble  we  went  to  reassured  them.  Meetings  were  held  in  each  ward  the 
night  before  the  election  for  the  purpose  of  reassuring  those  people  that  their  white 
Democratic  friends  would  be  at  the  polls  with  them,  and  they  need  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  coming  there.  That,  you  know,  had  the  effect  of  reassuring  them  to  a  certain 
extent.  I  think  there  was  a  committee  of  50  white  Democrats  at  the  Fourth  Ward 
polls  that  morning,  and  those  50  were  made  up  of  representative  citizens. 

Q.  Members  of  council? — A.  Yes,  sir;  one — myself. 

Q.  Members  of  the  police  board,  perhaps? — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  member  of 
the  police  board  there.  I  think,  possibly,  I  was  the  only  meml>er  of  the  city  council 
there. 

Q.  And  some  thirty  policemen  in  attendance? — A.  Yes,  sir;  about  that  number. 

Q.  They  were  in  uniform? — A.  'Ihe  policemen  were;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  this  body  of  policemen,  who  were  recognized  as  Democrats,  and  with 
those  fifty  representative  Democrats,  one  of  whom  was  a  member  of  the  city  council, 
and  others  of  whom  occupied  representative  positions,  the  Populists  had  very  little 
show  there  that  day,  didn't  they? — A.  They  had  every  show  they  wanted.  Every 
man  that  came  there  and  wanted  to  vote  was  allowed  to  vote  if  he  was  registered. 
I  was  particubirly  interested  at  the  white  liox,  and  if  any  defference  was  shown  it 
was  shown  to  the  Populists.  We  were  anxious  to  have  a  fair  election  that  day,  to 
avoid  this  thing  that  is  now  occurring  if  possible. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  iiny  clash  with  the  Populists  in  a  business  movement ?~A. 
No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  clash  with  the  A.  P.  A.'s?— A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  am 
aware  of.  I  understand  it  is  a  part  of  their  policy  to  switch  off  their  trade  from 
parties  opposed  to  them. 

Q.  You  are  not  an  A.  P.  A.  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  Just  want  to  say,  in  order  to  place  the 
party  that  you  represent  in  the  right  kind  of  a  position,  that  I  think  the  most  of 
the  rumors  as  to  preventing  the  negroes  from  voting  came  from  people  that  were 
acting  with  the  Populist  party  and  who  were  prominent  A.  P.  A.'s.  I  want  to  say 
that  m  justice  to  the  Populist  party.  I  voted  for  a  very  prominent  member  of  the 
Populist  party  who  was  a  candidate  for  commissioner  of  agriculture  at  the  laRt 
guoematorial  eleoiion.  My  relations  with  the  Populist  party  have  always  been 
very  pleasant.  My  acquaintance  among  those  people  is  very  pleasant,  and  1  have  a 
great  many  friends  among  them.  Those  I  know  are  good  people.  They  say  there 
was  some  talk  of  members  of  the  A.  P.  A.  trading  with  people  of  their  own  belief. 
I  don't  know  anything  about  that,  and  don't  care  to  have  anything  to  say  about  it. 

Q.  There  was  no  special  fight  made  on  you? — A.  No,  sir:  none  whatever. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  effect  your  Democracy  had  on  tne  opposition  ? — A.  I  take 
a  lively  interest  in  politics,  because,  as  I  say,  I  act  from  principle,  and  I  think  our 
Government  is  best  administered  wnen  administ«red  by  Democratic  officers. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  that  has  affected  any  of  your  former  patrons  or  not?— 
A.  It  has  no  effect  upon  the  testimony  I  am  giving  here,  at  any  rate. 
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Q.  Ton  are  not  embittered  against  that  organization f — A.  No,  sir;  no  more  than 
as  a  matter  of  conne  when  we  hare  a  contest  I  am  anxions  to  have  them  defeated. 

Q.  Ton  have  no  animas  toward  themt — A.  No,  sir.  We  have  Popnlists  in  the 
employ  of  the  city  now,  and  I  wonld  be  in  a  position  to  have  them  removed  if  I 
wanted  to. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  have  some  Populists  in  the  employ  of  the  city  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  That 
man  Walton — the  colored  man  referred  to — is  an  active  Populist,  and  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  city  up  to  last  December,  and  was  suspended  because  of  a  disturbance 
with  a  white  man  on  the  force.  Both  of  them  were  indefinit-ely  suspended. 
Q.  What  job  had  he  with  the  cityf — A.  He  was  employed  as  a  brickmason. 
Q.  Is  that  S.  D.  Walton? — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  have  a  man  right  now,  whose  brother 
was  the  secretary  of  the  Populist  convention,  who  is  working  for  the  city.  He  is  a 
Popnlist. 

Q.  Yon  say  Walton  was  suspended  after  the  election f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  for  setting 
into  a  fight.    He  and  the  man  whom  he  had  the  fight  with  were  both  suspended. 

Q.  Was  the  man  whom  he  had  the  fight  with  a  Populist  or  a  Democrat? — A.  I 
think  he  was  a  Democrat.    They  were  both  suspended  indefinitely. 

Q.  Was  Walton  allowed  to  votef — A.  He  is  the  only  voter  that  I  saw  up  at  the 
Fonrth  Ward  at  the  special  election  that  there  was  any  question  about.  When  it 
came  to  my  attention,  knowing  the  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  election,  I  was 
anxious  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  vote,  and  dispatched  a  special  messenger  after 
htm  to  bring  him  back  so  that  I  might  prevail  upon  the  manager  to  allow  him  to 
Tote,  but  he  could  not  be  found.  The  trouble  was  this :  He  is  known  as  Sim  Walton, 
there  was  an  S.  D.  Walton  registered.  The  managers  of  the  election  have  to  be  a 
little  particular  about  those  things.  A  man  may  come  up  and  give  his  name  as  Tom 
Jones;  the  manager  says  there  is  no  <'Tom"  Jones  registered,  but  there  is  a  *' Thomas 
8.''  Jones  registered ;  Tom  Jones  says  that  is  his  name,  and  he  is  allowed  to  vote :  well, 
probably  fifteen  minutes  later  Thomas  S.  Jones  may  come  up  to  vote,  and  finds  that 
Tom  Jones,  who  had  never  registered  at  all,  had  voted  the  name  of  Thomas  S.  J  ones. 
That  was  the  way  of  this  occurrence.  S.  D.  Walton  was  registered;  Sim  Walton 
came  op  to  vote  as  Sim  Walton;  Sim  Walton  was  not  registered,  but  S.  D.  Walton 
was.  The  managers  would  not  let  him  vote  because  he  did  not  call  bis  name  aright. 
Bot  be  being  a  prominent  man  in  his  party,  and  working  for  the  city,  and  knowing 
him,  I  was  going  to  prevail  upon  the  managers  to  allow  him  to  vote  with  whatever 
restrictions  were  necessary,  and  I  dispatched  a  special  messenger  after  him,  but  he 
eoQid  not  find  him. 

Q.  He  did  not  vote,  as  far  as  you  know? — ^A.  No,  sir.  But,  as  I  tell  you,  I  was  at 
the  white  box.  There  is  one  little  matter  that  I  want  to  correct.  I  understand  that 
Hr.J.  L.  Cartledge,  in  his  testimony,  says  that  he  inquired  for  some  information  at 
the  white  box;  that  I  whispered  to  one  or  some  of  the  managers,  and  they  refused 
to  giTe  it  to  him.  It  may  be  that  just  as  Mr.  Cartledge  came  up  I  asked  one  of  the 
managers  a  question,  or  something  of  that  sort.  We  were  anxious  to  find  out  who 
among  the  white  voters  had  not  voted.  Where  we  could  reach  by  telephone  a  man 
who  had  not  voted,  we  did  so:  where  we  could  not,  we  sent  a  messenger  for  him ;  but 
10  far  as  denying  Mr.  Cartleage  any  information,  or  my  suggesting  to  the  managers 
that  they  do  so,  there  is  not  the  least  foundation  for  that  at  all.  I  think  he  is  just 
mistaken. 

Q.  What  is  your  nationality;  are  you  a  native  of  the  city  of  Augusta f— A.  No, 
lir,  but  I  have  lived  here  since  I  was  about  five  years  of  age. 
Q.  You  area  native  of  Ireland? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  a  pretty  strong  feeling  betweeu  the  Irish  element  of  Augusta  and  what 
is  presumed  to  be  the  A.  P.  A.'s.  They  are  antagonistic  in  politics,  are  they  not? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  But  I  don't  know  how  strong  the  feeling  is.  I  think,  though,  that  most 
of  the  feeling,  if  any  there  be,  lies  with  the  A.  P.  A.  element.  I  doirt  think  the 
Irish  citizens  are  paying  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  it. 

Q.  The  Irish  Catholic  element  were  under  the  impression  that  the  A.  P.  A.'s  con- 
ititated  a  large  portion  of  the  Populist  party  iu  the  city  of  Augusta,  were  they 
Dotf— A.  I  think  the  deal  was  that  the  A.  r.  A.'s  would  vote  for  the  Populists.  Bui 
the  deal  went  off,  it  seems.  There  were  about  200  Populist  votes  cast  in  the  Fourth 
Ward,  and  in  the  subsequent  election  the  A.  P.  A.  candidate  polled  about  400  out  of 
some  2,000  votes. 

Q.  Tlie  Irish  Catholic  element  is  directly  antagonistic  to  the  A.  P.  A.  and  its  mem- 
bers, as  you  nnderstand  it? — A.  No,  sir.   I  think  if  yon  will  state  the  question  the 
other  way  yon  will  come  nearer  getting  at  the  truth  of  it — that  the  A.  P.  A.'s  are 
directly  antagonistic  to  the  Irish  Catholics. 
Q.  that  difference  exists? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  The  line  is  clear-cot? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  there  is  decided  antagonism,  no  matter  who  is  responsible  for  it? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  The  Irish  Catholic  element  were  aroused  to  extra  efforts  for  Major  Black  on 
iccoant  of  what  they  considered  the  affiliation  of  the  A.  P.  A.'s  with  the  Popnliats, 
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were  they  notf — ^A.  Not  any  more  than  they  were  on  any  preceding  eleetion.  Aa  a 
general  thing  here  they  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  and  are  always  inteceated  in  the 
•access  of  the  Democratic  candidate.  I  doubt  if  there  was  one  more  Irish  Catholic 
vote  cast  at  this  special  election  than  there  was  at  the  previous  election  between 
Major  Black  and  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  The  Irish  Catholic  voter  is  usually  pretty  active,  is  he  notf — A.  Some  of  them 
are.  I  can  not  say  that  any  unusual  number  of  them  take  an  unnsnally  active 
interest. 

Q.  What  size  vote  did  they  poll  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  Have  they  anything  like  a  distinct  political  organization  f — A.  No,  sir.  They 
vote  eithei*  way  or  either  side. 

Q.  As  a  rule  they  all  go  together f — A.  No,  sir;  very  frequently  they  get  split  ap 
here.  Two  years  ago  tliey  had  a  pretty  wariu  contest  in  the  Third  Ward  in  the 
municipal  election. 

Q.  In  the  national  elections  they  are  usually  together? — A.  Yes,  sir;  forCongreaa- 
men  they  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  They  are  very  active  partisans,  are  they  not,  usually  f — A.  I  can  not  aay  that 
I  came  a^  near  answering  that  (question  a  moment  ago  as  I  can.  A  certain  number 
of  them  take  an  interest  in  politics. 

Q.  Don't  a  majority  of  them  take  an  active  interest f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  don't  hesitate  as  a  rule  to  adopt  any  means  that  they  consider  legitimata 
for  their  party's  success? — A.  I  don't  know  about  that.  They  give  up  their  means 
and  time  like  any  other  ^ood  citizen  when  it  is  necessary. 

Q.  They  acted  largely  in  the  last  election,  induenced  by  the  idea  that  the  A.  P.  A.'a 
afi&lated  with  the  Populists? — A.  1  don't  think  that  induced  one  vote  for  Major  Black 
that  he  did  not  get  before.  They  are  naturally  Democrats,  and  they  voted  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket.  X'hey  would  vote  for  Mr.  Watson  just  as  freely,  I  suppose,  if  be  was 
a  Democrat. 

Q..  Are  not  they  recognized  as  a  belligerent  class  of  Democrats? — A.  No,  sir;  I  can 
not  say  that. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  idea  generally? — A.  You  could  answer  that  better  than  myaelf,  I 
being  an  Irishman  and  a  Catholic. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  of  1894?~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  Fourth  Ward  polls?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  irregularities  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  same  polls  in  1892? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  there  in  the 
capacity  pf  a  United  States  supervisor  of  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  irregularities  there  in  18tt2?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  were  none  so  far  as  you  know? — A.  No.  sir. 

42>  Were  yon  constant  at  and  around  the  polls  all  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  left  after  the 
poUs  dosed. 

Q.  Do  you  known  of  the  class  of  gentlemen  in  the  city  of  Augusta  who  are  denom- 
inated as  wartt  heelers,  whose  business  it  is  to  get  voturs  to  register  before  the  elose 
of  the  registration? — A.  No,  sir.  It  has  become  so  within  the  last  few  years  that 
anybody  that  takes  an  active  interest  in  polliics  is  denondnated  a  ward  heeler.  I 
don't  look  upon  workers  in  the  light  of  a  heeler,  because  just  as  soon  as  a  man  takes 
any  interest  in  politics  at  all  his  opponents  instantly  call  him  a  ward  heeler.  Y'ou 
would  not  be  exempt  from  it  yourself.    That  is  the  rule. 

Q.  They  would  not  presume  to  designate  a  gentleman  of  your  position  in  that 
class? — A.  They  would  not  hesitate  if  it  suited  their  purpose.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I 
can  recall  two  or  three  publioatious  in  one  of  the  papers  in  this  city  that  selected  two 
or  three  gentlemen  and  called  them  ward  heelers. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  after  the  election  you  gentlemen  congratulated  yourselves  a|Yon  the 
precautions  that  yon  had  taken  and  the  success  yon  had  made  with  those  precau- 
tions?— ^A.  Yes,  sir;  in  not  having  had  a  solitary  breach  of  the  peace. 

Q.  And  also  upou  your  politicalsuccess? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  congratulated  our  Ives 
upon  that,  too.     We  thought  we  were  entitled  to  it. 

Q.  You  were  very  much  gratified  to  (ind  those  rumors  were  mistaken — that  th«y 
did  not  materialize — and  that  you  were  mistaken  in  them? — A.  That  is  not  the  way 
we  felt  about  it.  I  want  to  be  candid  with  you.  We  really  congratulated  onrselves 
on  the  splendid  management  in  taking  those  precautionary  measures,  and  having  a 
qniet  and  orderly  election,  and  that  everybody  who  was  refpstered  and  wanted  to 
vote  was  allowed  to  do  so,  and  that  we  had  piled  up  such  a  nice  majority. 

Q.  With  those  precautions? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Kerr,  you  gentlemen  anticipated  very  little  trouble, 
or  no  trouble  what«'ver? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  did.  We  thought  that  some  of  those  most 
rabid  supporters  of  the  other  side  would  precipitate  a  row  for  the  purpose  of  fright- 
ening ofl'  the  colored  voters. 

Q.  And  you  were  glad  to  find  yonr  opinion  was  exaggerated? — ^A.  No,  sir.  We 
were  glad  to  find  that  the  precautions  we  took  were  sufficient  to  prevent  it  oconiring. 


WATSON   VS.    BLACK.  441 

Q.  Yon  are  not  prepared  to  say  these  precaationB  were  anneceesary  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 
think  the  action  taken  by  the  police  department  to  have  a  good,  strong  force  present 
ukd  a  tendency  to  keep  down  any  diatnrbauce. 
(^.  Yon  saw  nothing  like  arme<l  Populists  at  the  polls f — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 
V.  Were  the  Democrats,  as  a  rule,  armed? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  one  that  waa 
unied. 

i^.  In  cane  there  was  any  clash,  how  did  yoii  expect  to  stop  itf — A.  With  the 
ftoliee.  Onr  presence  there  was  t^o  reassure  the  colored  voter  that  he  was  not  b^y 
bimself,  bat  tnat  bis  white  Democratic  friends  were  with  him;  and  onr  plans,  of 
coarse,  were  to  sustain  the  police  officers  as  much  as  we  could. 

Q.  The  city  council  of  Augusta  are  all  Democrats,  politically  speaking f — A. 
fes,  sir. 

Q.  The  board  of  police  commissioners  are  Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  entire 
eity  ami  eounty  government  is  Democratic. 

Q.  There  is  not  a  Populist  on  the  police  force,  is  there f — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  are 
n^reral  active  Populists  on  the  force. 

(j.  Will  yon  be  kind  enough  to  mention  themf — A.  It  miglit  not  do  the  gentlemen 
soy  good.     I  think  there  are  eight  or  ten  of  them,  without  exaggeration. 

y.  Are  these  gentlemen  open  in  their  politics f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  to  be  or 
th^ir  ptditics  would  not  be  known.  I  remember  that,  quite  a  long  time  since,  there 
WIS  a  policeman  brought  before  the  board  for  using  incendiary  remarks  at  a  Black 
sad  Watson  meeting  in  Harrisbnrg.  The  offense  was  grievous  enough,  if  he  had 
been  a  Democrat,  to  have  caused  his  discharge,  but  owing  to  his  being  a  Populist 
sod  the  city  government  being  Democratic,  it  was  passed  over  with  a  reprimand. 
He  is  still  on  the  force,  and  still  a  Populist,  and  be  makes  a  very  good  officer. 
(^.  Were  yon  an  active  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Democratic  Clnbf — A.  Yes,  sir. 
<^.  Were  you  on  the  committee  sent  to  the  Central  Railroad  to  get  men  relieved 
vbo  opposed  the  Democratic  ]>arty  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Ij.  Did  yon  ever  gu  to  the  Central  Railroad  on  such  a  mission? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did 
not  know  there  was  such  a  committee,  and  I  don't  know  it  now.  It  is  hardly  prob- 
able that  I  would  be  on  a  committee  doing  that  kind  of  work,  having  Populists  in 
the  city  government,  where  I  could  chop  their  heads  off  myself. 

<^.  Yon  coold  discharge  these  Populists  trom  the  city  government  if  yon  desired? — 
A.  Yea,  sir. 
<^.  Yon  find  them  nualified  for  their  work? — A.  Thev  average  up  with  the  others. 
Q.  And  yon  dcm't  nold  their  politics  against  them? — A.  No,  sir.  This  man,  Sim 
Walton,  whom  we  have  had  reference  to,  was  (me  of  the  most  active  supporters  Mr. 
Watson  had  in  1^2.  He  made  speeches  all  over  the  State  of  Georgia,  he  talked  at 
tbe  convention  that  nominated  Mr.  Watison,  he  was  one  of  the  committee  that  escorted 
tbe  Populist  candidate  to  tbe  platform.  He  was  retained  all  during  the  year,  not- 
withstanding he  was  then  making  speech<'S.  and  was  only  suspended  for  a  very 
grievoos  infraction  of  the  rules. 

(^.  Was  his  retention  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  his  politics? — A.  No,  indeed; 
politics  was  never  raetttioned  to  him. 

<^  When  yon  gave  him  a  position  on  the  street  were  they  mentioned  to  him? — A. 
Tbat  man  was  nut  on  there  simply  because  he  was  a  good  hand,  and  there  was  no 
politics  in  it.  We  went  to  a  ^ood  deal  of  trouble  in  the  Fourth  Ward  to  get  a  fair 
election,  with  a  view  of  keeping  down  any  contest  afterwards. 

Q.  That  extra  precaution  was  taken  to  some  extent  on  account  of  the  charges  of 
fraud  that  had  been  made  in  the  election  of  1894?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  tbe  fnrther  fact  that  in  1892  Richmond's  vote  had  been  so  overwhelmingly 

iarKe?~A.  No,  sir;  that  was  not  a  controlling  feature  at  all.     We  felt  that  in  a  per- 

fffiij  fair  election  the  Democratic  candidate  could  be  elected,  and  we  wanten  to 

eliminate  anything  that  would  throw  any  question  of  doubt  upon  the  election  at  all. 

Q.  Are  yon  engaged  in  business  here? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  ? — A.  I  am  a  grocery  merchant  in  the  Fourth  Ward. 
Q.  About  the  same  gentlemen  who  managed  the  campaign  in  1895  managed  it  in 
I'^f— A.  I  think  so,  as  a  general  rule.    There  might  have  been  some  changes ;  in  fact, 
there  were  some  changes. 

Q.  The  main  force  was  about  the  same,  was  it  not;  Mr.  Wright  came  back  and 
took  charge? — A.  Very  late  in  the  election  he  did;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tbe  workers  and  managers  were  practically  &e  same  ? — A.  I  can  not  answer 
tbit. 
Q.  Generally  they  were  the  same,  I  presume? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
W-  And  the  same  in  1892, 1  suppose? — A.  1  think  so;  yes,  sir. 
Q-  Were  the  election  managers  practically  the  same? — A.  I  don't  think  so.    I  think 
tbere  was  quite  a  change  in  the  election  managers. 

Q.  Any  improvement  in  the  make-up  of  the  managers  ? — A.  I  have  always  consid- 
ered the  managers  in  the  Fourth  Ward  a  very  fair  set  of  men. 

Q.  Judge  Neibling  and  Judge  VaughatL  justices  of  the  peace,  were  the  same? — A. 
Vaoghan  has  never  oeen  in  the  Fourth  Ward.    Neibling  is  an  elected  magistrate  in 
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oar  ward.  I  don't  remember  whether  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  maaagei«  in 
the  previoas  election  or  not,  but  he  was  a  member  in  the  la«t  election. 

Q.  Do  .von  know  whether  there  was  any  Popalist  on  the  board  of  managers  in  the 
last  election  f — A.  Mr.  M.  M.  Connor,  a  very  active  Populist  in  this  ooonty,  wu 
appointed,  but  he  did  not  ser^-e.  I  think  the  managers  filled  the  Tacanoy  tha( 
morning. 

Q.  Was  it  filled  by  a  Populist  or  a  Democrat  f — A.  I  think  by  a  Democrat.  I  don't 
think  there  was  a  Populist  there  at  the  time  who  could  qualify.  You  must  be  a  free- 
holder to  qualify  as  a  manager.  The  polls  open  at  a  fixed  time  and  you  can  not  iheo 
send  a  courier  oyer  the  city  to  get  a  Populist  who  is  a  freeholder.  I  don't  think  Dr. 
Potts  there,  one  of  the  most  active  Populists  in  our  ward,  could  qualify.  Mr.  Bar- 
rett, who  is  the  chairman  of  the  Populist  executive  committee  of  the  county,  could 
not  qualify. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  did  not  have  a  Populist  manager  in  the  Fourth  Ward 
precinct f — ^A.  No,  sir;  there  was  not  one  that  we  could  get. 

Q.  As  an  active  Democrat  who  has  the  food  of  the  country  at  heart  and  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Democratic  party  very  near  at  heart,  as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  and 
as  one  of  the  brightest  representatives  of  the  Irish-Catholic  element  and  of  the  citj 
government,  you  are  prepared  to  say  that  that  election  was  fair,  so  far  as  human 
agency  could  make  itf— A.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  went,  and  I  was  in  a  position  to 
see  it  at  the  Fourth  Ward  polls.  If  there  were  any  irregularities  there  they  did  not 
come  under  my  observation. 

Q.  Neither  did  any  irregularities  in  1892  or  1894  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Redirect  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  are  familiar  generally  with  the  personnel  of  the  population  of  Richmond 
County — who  the  people  aref — A.  Tolerably;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  who  is  Mr.  .7.  L.  Robertson,  one  of  the  managers  in  the  First 
Ward  in  the  special  election  f — A.  He  is  secretary  of  one  of  oar  largest  corporations 
and  is  secretary  of  the  Southeastern  Tarifif  Association.  He  is  one  of  our  leading 
citizens,  and  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  character. 

Q.  Mr.  John  D.  Sheehan,  one  of  the  inanasers  in  the  Second  Ward— who  is  hef— 
A.  He  is  the  cashier  ot  one  of  our  banks,  and  a  very  proniineut  man. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  H.  Meyers  was  one  of  the  managers  in  the  Third  Ward;  who  is  hef— 
A.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  board  of  schoofcommissioners — elected  without  oppo- 
sition. He  is  a  merchant  of  prominence  and  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  sterUng 
character. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  K.  Lowry  was  a  manager  in  the  Fifth  Ward.  Please  tell  us  of  him.— 
A.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable  meauH,  and  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  our  large  mana- 
facturing  establishments  here,  and  a  gentleman  who  does  not  take  such  an  active 
interest  in  politics. 

Q.  When  Mr.  M.  M.  Connor,  the  Populist  manager  in  the  Fourth  Ward  failed  to 
appear,  the  law  required  the  two  other  managers  to  swear  in  a  third f — A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  saw  no  Popalist  there  who  was  a  ft'eeholderf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  are  not  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  Populists  in  the 
Fourth  Ward  freeholders? — A.  I  don't  think  there  is  a  large  number. 

Q.  Whom  did  they  supply  Mr.  Connor's  place  with? — A.  Mr.  Carter. 

Q.  Who  is  hef — A.  He  is  a  very  nice  gentleman;  he  is  in  business  on  his  own 
account  in  Augusta;  runs  a  business  of  his  own,  and  he  is  a  man  of  good  character. 

Q.  All  those  gentlemen  appointed  as  managers  at  those  five  wards  were  men  of  u 
high  character  as  the  city  contains  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  had  been  selecting  men  of  probity  and  good  character,  could  you  hare 
improved  on  those  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Recross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  As  a  rule  those  gentlemen  you  have  lust  spoken  of  are  not  practical  politi- 
cians f— A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  you  could  class  them  as  such.  There  is  not  one 
among  them  that  takes  the  interest  I  do,  and  I  don't  consider  that  I  am  a  practical 
politician. 

Q.  You  have  had  more  experience  than  these  gentlemen  t — A.  Possibly  I  have. 

Q.  They  are  not  up  on  political  measures,  political  methods  of  polling  votes  and 
handling  registration  lists  so  well  as  the  average  politician  who  takes  an  iuterest  in 
those  things,  are  theyf — A.  I  don't  know  that  the  average  politician  who  takes  an 
interest  in  those  things  takes  much  interest.  Those  gentlemen  are  good  citizens, 
and  take  some  Interest  in  city  politics  as  any  good  citizen  should  take,  no  more,  no  less. 

Q.  But  they  are  not  as  a  rule  familiar  with  politicid  methods,  and  ^voting,  and  the 
number  of  votes  cast  at  the  various  precincts,  nor  influence  as  manyVoters  as  a  man 
of  more  practical  everyday  ideas f — A.  I  think  they  keep  up  with  the  times,  and 
understand  what  is  fair  and  legitimate  in  politics  as  any  of  us  do,  and  I  don't  think 
they  would  go  beyond  that.  Possibly  they  may  not  know  as  much  about  it  as  M^jor 
Black  or  Mr.  Watson,  not  being  officeholders. 
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Q.  Any  deceptiou  coald  be  practiced  more  easily  upon  them  than  upon  the  ordi- 
kary,  wide-awake  politician f — A.  No,  sir;  they  are  not  men  upon  whom  yon  conld 
iractice  deceptions.     They  are  too  bright  for  that. 

Q.  The  Young  Men's  Democratic  Clab  was  a  pretty  aotive  political  organization! — 
L.  They  were  at  the  time  of  their  existence.  They  took  a  warm  interest  in  tho 
»mpai^)  and  helped  in  Major  Black's  election. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  their  meetings? — ^A.  They  Jnst  had  a  meeting  about  once  a  week, 
rhey  did  not  hold  more  than  Hve  meetings. 

Q.  You  were  present  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^.  Was  there  a  disposition  to  exaggerate  the  force  of  the  Populists  in  the  country 
counties,  to  cause  carrying  on  an  illegal  registration,  illegal  voting,  or  anything  of 
that  sortf — A.  No,  sir.  The  Young  Men's  Democratic  League  was  pledged  to  honest 
elections — that  was  part  of  their  motto.  They  managed  to  keep  in  touch  with  what 
was  going  on  In  the  country,  and  knew  what  was  being  done. 

Q.  It  was  generally  understood  that  the  Populists  throughout  the  district  were  up 
to  soulf  in  politics  f — A.  It  was  generally  un(ferstood  that  they  were  doing  a  regis- 
tration in  the  country  connticH  that,  under  a  strict  observance  of  the  law,  should 
act  have  been  done.  Their  efforts  were  to  impress  upon  the  people  of  the  city  just 
what  was  being  done  in  the  country,  and  to  bring  the  people  out. 

Q.  Were  they  especially  active  in  bringing  out  21-year  oldsf — A.  No.  sir.  There 
were  committees  out  to  get  everybody  to  register.  Every  man  in  that  league  was  a 
« ommittee  within  himseu  to  see  that  his  neighbor  registered. 

Daniel  Kerr. 

$wom  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  PuhliCy  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

THOMAS  J.  WILLIAMS,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  in  the  city  of  Augusta f — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  police 
officer. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  police  officer? — A.  For  about  fifteen  years. 

<i.  Continuous  service  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  the  day  of  the  special  election  in  October,  1895,  between 
Major  Black  and  Mr.  Watson  f — A.  I  was  at  the  Fourth  Ward,  in  the  city  of  Augusta. 

Q.  Were  you  sent  there  as  a  policeman? — A.  Yes,  sir;  with  a  number  of  others. 

Q.  Was  the  number  sent  there  unusually  large? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

<j.  VV an  there  any  reason  for  sending  au  unusually  large  number  there? — A.  The 
only  reason  that  I  know  of  was  there  were  some  rumors  that  there  would  probably 
be  some  tronble  there  that  day. 

(Conteetant's  counsel  object  t<o  this  testimony  as  hearsay.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Cohf.n  )  Who  was  that  trouble  to  be  precipitated  by? — A.  It  was  my 
ondentandin^,  and  seemed  to  be  that  of  the  rest  of  the  policemen,  that  the  Populist 
party  was  going  to  make  some  trouble  there  that  day. 

Q.  Among  what  class  of  people? — A.  The  negroes. 

<i.  The  negroes  voted  generally  for  whom? — A.  The  majority  of  them  voted  for 
Major  Black. 

Q.  And  the  police  went  there,  you  say,  in  large  uumbers,  to  preveut  that  trouble 
occurring? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  trouble  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q/  Were  you  in  a  position  to  see  what  was  eoing  on  at  those  polls  during  the  entire 
time?— A.  I  mixed  with  the  crowd  generafiy,  and  kept  my  eyes  open.  We  had 
iostraetions  to  be  very  vigilant. 

Q.  Were  you  there  the  entire  day? — A.  Yes,  sir;  with  the  exception  of  probabljr 
twenty  or  twenty-five  minutes  when  I  came  down  to  the  First  Ward  to  vote.  With 
that  exception  I  was  there  the  entire  time. 

Q.  During  that  time  what  evidence  of  intimidation  of  voters  or  of  repeating,  or 
uiTthiDg  of  that  sort,  did  yon  see? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Were  yon  in  a  position  to  see  Broad  street  and  the  sidewalk  that  led  up  to  the 
polls  on  both  sides? — A.  Yes,  sir;  for  the  most  of  the  time. 

Q.  If  men  had  come  ont  on  that  sidewalk  and  attempted  to  change  their  coats  or 
exebange  coats  and  hats,  would  yon  or  not  have  seen  it? — A.  I  think  I  would. 

Q.  Could  such  a  thing  have  occurred  without  your  having  seen  it  from  where  you 
w«Te  standing? — A.  I  don't  think  it  could. 

^.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anything  of  that  kind  happening  at  that  ward  on  that 
dayf 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  what  the  witness  heard.) 
WiiTTESS.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Was  any  complaint  made  to  any  officer  there  that  day? — ^A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge. 
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Q.  If  yoQ  had  seen  anyone  violating  the  law,  what  wonid  yon  haye  donef — ^A.  II 
was  n^  duty  to  arrest  them. 

Q.  Were  any  such  arrests  made  there  that  day  f — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  your  namesake,  a  man  by  the  name  of  W.  C.  Williams,  who  is  in 
the  employ  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Young,  the  butcher? — A.  I  know  a  man  by  name  of  WilJ 
liams  who  was  there  that  day. 

Q.  Who  was  he? — A.  He  was  what  is  t«*rmed  a  '' heeler. ** 

Q.  He  was  a  heeler  for  whom? — A.  For  Mr.  Watson.  He  had  a  big  baneh  of  Mr] 
Watson's  tickets  in  his  hand.    He  attracted  my  attention,  and  1  asked  his  name. 

Q.  If  he  said  that  he  saw  negroes  come  out  on  the  sidewallv  and  change  their  coaH 
and  hats,  so  as  to  disguise  themselves,  could  that  be  true? — A.  I  don't  think  it  conldi 
for  the  simple  reason  that  if  such  a  thing  had  happened  and  I  had  not  seen  it  | 
would  have  heard  something  of  it. 

Q.  You  saw  nothing  like  that? — A.  No,  sir;  I. saw  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Q.  How  WHS  that  election  for  quiet,  good  order,  fairness,  and  freedom  from  intiml 
dation? — A.  It  was  as  much  so  as  any  I  have  ever  seen  in  Augusta. 

Cross  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  say  you  have  been  a  policeman  for  iiftoen  years? — ^A.  It  wiH  be  fiflen) 
years  next  May,  as  well  as  I  recollect. 

Q.  There  might  have  been  repeating  there,  and  yon  not  have  seen  it,  mi^ht  there 
not? — A.  I  could  not  say.  My  eyes  were  not  directed  to  the  polls  all  the  time,  bo^ 
I  was  very  vigilant  in  watching  all  around.  I 

Q.  You  were  mainly  interested  in  keeping  the  crowd  orderly  and  quiet  f — ^A.  I  bail 
nothing  to  do  with  their  voting. 

Q.  You  did  not  watch  the  polls  very  close? — A.  Yes,  sir.  My  attention  wa^ 
attracted  in  that  direction  more  than  any  were  else,  because  if  there  Vas  any  troablei 
it  would  have  been  apt  to  originate  at  the  polls. 

Q.  There  might  have  been  repeatii^g  and  you  not  have  observed  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
I  could  not  say  that  my  attention  was  attracted  there  all  the  time. 

Q.  Yon  saw  no  considerable  number  of  armed  men  that  day  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  any- 
one armed  at  all.    Nothing  more  than  a  small  walking  stick. 

Q.  You  did  not  recognize  any  ccmsiderable  number  of  people  with  laorge  8tieks^- 
A.  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  any  shotgnns  or  pistols  or  anything  of  that  sort? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  police  were  the  only  ones  armed  there  that  day? — A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  I 
know. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  disturbance  about  the  polls? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anyone  prevented  from  voting? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  could  not  see  the  ballots  deposited  from  your  position? — A.  Sometimes  1 
could. 

Q.  The  city  government  of  Augusta  is  Democratic,  is  it  not? — A.  I  believe  it  is. 

Q.  The  police  force  is  Democratic,  as  a  rule? — A.  Yes,  sir;  as  a  rule,  I  believe  tbey 
are. 

Q.  There  are  no  Populists  on  the  force,  so  far  as  you  know?— A.  I  conld  not  say 
that.    It  is  my  understanding  that  a  few  of  the  policemen  are  Popnlists. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  meddle  or 
interfere  with  anyone's  politics. 

<2.  You  were  not  impressed  with  any  riot  or  any  efforts  to  create  a  riot  there  that 
day? — A.  No,  sir;  I  dia  not  see  any  evidence  of  such  that  day. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  it  any  other  day?-  -A.  No;  but  I  knew  there  were 
rumors  afloat. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  was  responsible  for  the  rumors?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  who  started  them? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  who  began  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  simply  a  f>treet  rumor? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  hold  your  position  by  virtue  of  appointment  by  the  board  of  poliee  com- 
missioners?—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  board  is  made  up  of  gentlemen  who  are  Democrats? — A.  I  think  they  are, 
'  but  I  could  not  swear  to  it. 

A4Jonmed  until  Thursday,  January  23, 1896. 

T.  J.  Williams. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  PuhliCf  Richmond  Counigy  G^. 
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Thubsdat,  Jamuury  2S,  1896, 
Pretent  for  contestanty  Bw  M.  Gtom,  Mq. ;  present  for  oonteetee,  Boykin  Wright,  esq. 

Dr.  N£IL  HcINNESy  for  the  ooDteatee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  bj  BOTKiK  Wright,  Esq, : 

<)•  What  is  ^OQT  profeaeion  and  yonr  occupation f — A.  I. have  been  a  physician,  but 
I  do  not  practice  now ;  I  farm  now  principally. 

Q.  Are  yon  a  resident  of  this  county  f — A.  I  am ;  I  ha\  e  been  a  permanent  resident 
(Imr  about  fourteen  years. 

Q.  Where  were  yon  educated? — ^A.  In  Scotland. 

Q.  And  yon  have  been  a  resident  of  this  city  and  county  for  about  fourteen  yearsf— 
k.  Yea,  sir;  a  permanent  resident  for  about  fourteen  years, 

Q.  What  position  did  you  occupy  in  connection  with  the  late  Congressional  elec* 
lion  f — A.  I  waa  one  of  the  county  reffistrars. 

Q.  Yon  belong  to  what  party  f*-A.  To  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Who  were  the  other  members  of  that  board f — ^A.  Mr.  P.  J.  Sullivan,  who  waa 
also  a  Democrat,  and  Mr.  Hargraves,  who  was  a  Populist. 

<^.  What  is  the  character,  reputation,  and  standing  at  tbe  bar  and  before  the  peo- 
ple of  Mr.  P.  J.  Sullivan f — A.  He  is  very  highly  thought  of  in  this  community.  I 
aad  never  had  much  acquaintance  with  him  previous  to  the  meetinp^  of  the  regis- 
trars^ hot  I  always  knew  he  waa  highly  thought  and  apoken  of.  He  la  a  prominent 
Member  of  the  Augnata  bar. 

Q.  Kron  yomr  aaaociation  with  him  and  from  his  conduct  aa  chairman  of  tbe  board 
of  registrars,  what  opiuion  do  yon  derive  of  his  character,  his  standing  and  repa- 
ution  f — ^A.  I  consider  him  aa  upright  and  highly  intelligent  gentleman  and  straight- 
fiyrward  in  all  his  acts. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  and  your  associates  engaged  in  the  business  of  revising  the 
ngistry  list  f— A.  We  thought  we  had  twenty  days  to  work  in,  but  Mr.  Hohler  ccnld 
not  give  ua  the  hooka  and  tne  liat  at  once.  We  had  aixteen  oays,  I  think ;  that  ia 
ny  reeolleetlon. 

Q.  Were  there  any  parties  whose  names  were  on  the  voters'  book  given  you  aa  par* 
ties  to  be  inTeetigated^partlea  who  had  been  challenged f — A.  Yea,  sir;  tjiere  were. 
Q.  Who  were  Uie  people  who  save  you  those  lists  f— A.  There  were  some  liata  that 
oame  in  that  I  don't  &now  who  tne  parties  were.  They  were  there  the  first  morning, 
we  came.  We  took  them,  and  Mr.  Hargraves  issued  summons  right  away  for  those 
parties  whose  names  were  given  us  to  be  investigated. 

Q.  Yon  sent  out  notices  to  them  at  onoef^A»  Yea,  air;  we  aent  aummona  out  for 
tbera  at  once.    We  had  to  send  out  in.  the  country  as  far  as  17  miles  for  some  of  those 

people.    Those  liata  were  presented  bv  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Bowles,  and  a  gentleman 

named  Mr.  Dicks  and  other  p«rtiea  wnom  I  did  not  know.    Upon  each  of  these  liata 

were  the  namea  of  parties  who  had  investigated  those  cases,  and  that  had  sworn  to 

them  before  a  notary  public. 
Q.  The  method  you  adopted  was  first  to  get  notices  issued  to  the  suspects  them- 

■elves,  and  then  to  snbpcena  before  you  the  parties  who  did  the  canvassing  or  chal- 

len^ng? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  our  method. 
Q.  Did  you  issue  subpa*nas  for  those  parties  who  had  made  those  complaints  and 

bare  them  before  you  ? — ^A.  Yes,  air.     Whether  they  were  aU  before  us,  I  do  not 

riHaill.    I  know  there  were  as  many  as  800  suspects,  or  about  that  number,  before  ua« 
Q.  We  will  call  the  partiea  who  did  the  examining  aa  inveatigatora.    Did  you  alao 

labpcpua  the  inveatigatora  whose  names  were  attached  to  those  affidavits?^ A. 

Always. 
Q.  Did  your  board,  adopting  this  measure  of  procedure,  enter  upon  their  duties  at 

onee  and  continue,  yon  say  for  sixteen  days  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.    About  four  days  before 

the  end  of  our  time  we  had  to  stop  these  investigations,  in  order  to  prepare  the  lists 

£or  the  day  of  election. 
Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  memorandum  attached  to  those  affidavits  turned 

io  by  those  investigators  f — A.  They  would  say,  <<  Looked  into  all  these  cases,  and 

foond  them  wrong; '  ''This  party  does  not  reside  there;"  ''No  such  person  to  be 

foand,"  etc. 
Q.  Did  the  memorandum  they  turned  in  bear  out  the  affidavit  when  thev  came  to 

specify  what  knowledge  they  baaed  it  onf — A.  Not  at  all.    Only  in  a  very  few  caaea. 
Q.  What  character  of  teatimony  would  the  memorandum  contain? — A.  Very  poor; 

^y  did  not  prove  anything.    They  had  quite  a  number  of  names  challenged  that 

^  not  appear  upon  our  resiatration  list  at  all. 
Q.  Whatehowing  waa  made  on  the  memorandum  attached  to  the  affidavits  of  the  fact 

that  a  peraoD  did  not  live  at  a  particular  place  ? — A.  We  would  put  them  upon  the  atand, 

>od  queation  them.    They  would  say,  ''  We  asked  such  and  such  a  woman,  or  such 

ud  Bsch  a  person  if  this  party  resided  at  that  place,  and  she  said  no  such  person 

«ur  lived  there."    In  a  number  of  instances  we  had  the  party  challenged  brought 
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before  as,  and  they  showed  that  thev  did  live  at  the  place  designated.  One  troable, 
you  will  understand,  was  that  people  had  been  registering  since  J  an  nary  1,  Mid  in 
the  interval  between  that  time  and  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  onr  board  qaite  a  nam- 
ber  of  them  had  changed  their  locations.  Another  party  said  those  investig&tors  had 
come  there  with  pencil  and  paper,  and,  not  knowing  who  they  were  nor  what  thej 
were  trying  to  get  the  information  for,  gave  them  incorrect  information. 

Q.  Tnen,  yonr  method  of  procedure  included  bringing  before  yon  not  only  the  sos- 
peut.H  and  the  investigators,  but  so  far  as  possible  the  so-called  infomumts  of  the 
investigators f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Adopting  that  procedure,  state  whether  or  not  the  board,  beginning  as  it  did, 
and  ending  as  it  did,  adopted  every  possible  means  and  used  every  power  they  had  to 
thoroughly  examine  into  and  make  up  a  correct  registry  list. — A.  We  oertainly  did; 
there  is  no  question  about  that.  We  left  no  stone  unturned  in  anything  that  we 
could  possibly  do.  We  had  every  facility  shown  us  by  the  sheriff  in  sending  out  tho^e 
summons,  and  we  had  a  great  number  of  those  suspects  before  us;  some  did  not 
come.    More  than  half  of  those  for  whom  summons  were  issued  came  before  na. 

Q.  You  had  to  stop  while  you  were  still  investigating  and  while  they  were  still 
coming? — A.  There  were  dozens  of  them  coming  in.  We  had  to  put  them  up  in 
batches  of  four  and  Ave  and  swear  them,  and  then  we  would  question  them.  Mr. 
Hargraves  and  I  had  the  list  before  us,  and  Mr.  Sullivan  would  do  the  qneetioning. 

Q.  Tell  UB  how  Mr.  Snllivan  would  condnct  that  examination,  and  what  yon  would 

do  and  what  Mr.  Hargraves  would  do. — A.  Mr.  Hargraves  and  myself  had  thoToter's 

list  before  us  and  we  would  look  over  that  list  while  Mr.  Sullivan  would  qaestion 

the  party.    He  would  ask  them,  <*What  is  yonr  name?"    *'What  is  your  agef 

^  **  Where  do  you  reside?"    "  WhHt  is  your  ocoupatiou  f  " 

Q.  When  he  was  asking  those  questions,  what  were  you  and  Mr.  Hargravea  examin- 
ing the  voters'  list  for?— A.  To  see  that  the  party  answered  correctly  and  gave  the 
proper  replies. 

Q.  Did  you  take  particular  pains  to  compare  the  list  with  their  replies,  along  with 
Mr.  Hargraves,  as  Mr.  Sullivan  would  question  them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  you  will 
find  that  Mr.  Hargraves  will  not  say  to  the  contrary  if  you  bring  him  here.  He  is  a 
Yery  honest  and  decent  gentleman. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  person  being  investigated  had  anv  access  to  that  list  ao  as 
to  know  what  it  contained? — A.  I  don't  see  how  he  could  have.  Yon  see  Mr.  Har- 
graves and  I  were  up  at  one  end  of  the  table  with  the  list,  and  Mr.  Sullivan  and  the 
party  being  investigated  was  at  the  other  end,  and  they  could  not  possibly  have 
seen  it. 

Q.  Something  was  said  here  by  Mr.  Murphey,  I  think,  and  perhaps  by  Mr.  Otis 
Florence  to  the  effect  that  when  Mr.  Sullivan  would  be  examining  the  suspects,  he 
would  ask  them  leading  questions,  like  this  for  instance:  ^'Is  your  name  ao  and  so?" 
**  Do  you  reside  at  so  and  so?"  ''Is  your  age  so  and  so?"  ''Is  your  occupation  so 
and  so,"  leaving  the  suspect  to  answer  categorically  *'  Yes,"  or  "  No."  I  will  ask  you 
if  anything  of  that  kind  took  place  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  wish  you  to  make  that  as  emphatic  in  your  own  way  as  you  know  how. — 
A.  li  could  not  possibly  be.  I  invariably  had  that  list — Mr.  Hargraves  and  myaeif— 
and  Mr.  Sullivan  did  not  have  the  list,  and  consequently  did  not  know  what  their 
ages  or  occupations  or  residence  was. 

Q.  If  anyone  said  that  kind  of  examinations  took  place,  how  would  you  character- 
iee  it? — A.  I  would  say  it  was  false. 

Q.  Could  a  person  giving  such  evidence  even  be  mistaken? — A.  It  did  not  happen. 

Q.  Could  a  person  event-hiuk  that  such  a  mode  of  examination  happened? — 1  don't 
see  how  they  conld.  We  would  sometimes  hand  the  list  to  the  party  to  examine  it 
for  himself. 

Q.  Were  you  present  there  at  the  time  this  Mr.  Murphey  was  before  yonr  board? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  occurred  then? — A.  Yes.  sir,  I  remember  it  very  well. 

Q.  Please  state  about  what  did  occur,  so  that  we  may  have  from  your  own  month 
your  recollection  of  it. — A.  I  won't  give  you  the  exact  words,  but  will  detail  it  to 
you  as  near  as  I  can  recall  it:  Mr.  Murphey  sent  a  letter  to  ns  which  I  thought  rather 
more  of  an  insult  than  anything  else,  in  which  he  inferred  that  we  would  not  do  our 
duty.  We  had  taken  a  solemn  oath  as  men  and  gentlemen  to  do  our  duty,  and  he 
inferred  that  we  would  not  do  it.  I  asked  who  Murphey  was,  and  they  told  me.  1 
asked  Mr.  Hargraves  if  he  knew  him ;  he  said  he  did  not  know  him  very  well.  I 
was  hot  for  a  tew  minutes.  I  said  we  must  give  this  man  full  satisfaction  in  every 
way  in  our  power;  there  is  something  behind  this  matter.  He  came  before  ns,  and 
he  swore  that  he  had  looked  into  those  matters  himself  personally.  The  first  man 
that  was  on  his  list  we  did  not  have  on  the  voters*  list — ^his  name  waa  not  there. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  after  he  had  sworn  positively  that  he  had  made  a 
personal  investigation  of  those  men,  and  when  yon  came  to  examine  his  list  the  very 
first  man  appearing  on  it  was  absolutely  not  found  on  the  voters'  list  even  ? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir.    It  was  not  on  our  list  at  aU. 
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Q.  WhAt  did  be  have  to  say  about  tbatf — A.  Mr.  SnlliTan  asked  bini  bow  be 
CQoiuited  for  tbat,  and  becoald  not  account  for  it.  Mr.  Sullivau  called  up  the  next 
Ain« ;  I  think  Mr.  Mnrpbey  bad  cbarged  the  next  party  with  not  residint;  at  the 
>laoe  i^ven.  We  bad  a  subpcBna  isaued  for  him  at  the  addrjDss  given,  and  be  waa 
ound  at  that  place.  He  wm  a  very  intelligent  yellow  boy  about  21  or  22  years  of 
^e.  He  said  be  bad  lived  at  tbat  place  for  a  considerable  time.  Mr.  Murp'hey  waa 
u»ke<l  what  he  bad  to  say  about  that. 
Q.  You  Bay  you  bad  the  suspect  himself  before  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
<^.  And  bad  biin  sworn  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  be  said  tbat  he  lived  at  tbe  place  where  Mr.  Mnrpbey  said  be  did  not  live, 
lud  bad  lived  there  for  a  long  time? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Mnrpbey  was  asked  three 
timert :  «  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  tbat  these  facts  are  true f"  Mr.  Mur- 
phey  aaid:  "I  know  the  boy  don't  live  there;  1  know  the  party  don't  stay  there.'' 
A.iter  tbe  negro  bad  been  sworn  and  bis  residence  established  to  be  at  that  place,  Mr. 
Murpbey  admitted  in  open  court  before  the  registrars  that  be  had  simply  been  told 
those  things  and  did  not  know  them  of  bis  own  knowledge.  And,  also,  that  he  bad 
b4^n  told  of  all  tbe  other  and  following  names,  and  that  be  did  not  know  the  facts 
set  ont  in  his  aflidavit  of  his  own  knowledge.  I  don't  remember  tbe  number  of 
namee  on  bis  list.  If  I  bad  expected  to  be  called  here  I  would  have  paid  more  atten- 
tion to  those  matters. 

Q.  Did  he  or  not  at  any  time  during  bis  investigation  retract  what  be  bad  said, 
sod  state  to  the  registrars  that  what  he  knew  was  baaed  on  mere  information  and 
hearsay,  and  tbat  be  did  not  wish  to  pursue  it  further? — ^A.  He  certainly  did.  He 
Mid  be  withdrew  them,  and  did  not  winh  to  go  any  further  into  tbe  investigation. 

i).  Did  the  registrars  look  any  further  into  the  names? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  looked 
is  to  each  one  of  them. 

Q.  la  tbat  a  sample  of  tbe  way  in  which  this  investigation  was  conducted? — A. 
Yes,  sir.  We  conducted  all  of  the  investigations  upon  the  same  principle.  There 
vere  quite  a  number  wbo  did  not  come  before  us,  and  of  course  we  bad  to  look  into 
tboee  and  aee  that  they  were  correct  before  we  put  them  upon  the  liat. 

Q.  Tboee  wbo  did  not  come  before  you,  you  examined  into  their  caaes  too? — ^A. 
That  is  correct. 

Q.  I  desire,  inasmucb  as  tbe  conduct  for  fairness  and  integrity  of  tbe  board  of 
registrars  baa  been  assailed — I  desire  to  ask  yon  this  general  question,  and  have 
you  reply  to  it  in  your  own  way :  Was  there,  from  tbe  beginning  to  tbe  end  of  your 
proceedings,  tbe  slightest  variance  or  deviation  from  a  line  of  strict  fairness  and 
impartiality  in  your  investigationa ? — A.  Indeed  there  was  not.  We  were  as  fair  and 
honest  as  conld  possibly  have  been.  We  swore  to  do  our  duty,  and  we  tried  as  near 
1%  we  could  to  do  so.  1  am  not  a  politician.  After  I  was  appointed  as  a  registrar, 
I  aftked  tbe  judge  to  put  somebody  else  in  the  place,  and  be  said  **  We  would  rather 
bare  you  serve,  as  tbe  people  would  put  faith  in  you."  I  did  not  care  to  take  any 
band  until  I  saw  those  people  arming  themselves,  you  may  say,  and  passing  my 
bouse  at  night  on  their  mules,  and  having  meetings  here  and  there.  We  are  generally 
Terr  quiet  out  in  our  district.  1  said  to  my  son-in-law,  '*  We  can  not  sit  idle  here. 
Ibertr  is  some  deviltry  going  on.    We  must  be  up  and  moving." 

(^.  Have  yon  ever  held  any  office? — A.  I  have  been  a  jury  commiationer,  if  that  ia 
in  office. 

Q.  Yon  have  never  been  a  candidate  for  any  office? — A.  Indeed  no,  sir;  never  in 
mv  life.  Josb  Doubgtj'  asked  me  to  run  for  the  legislature  once,  and  I  said  "No,  sir; 
^oQ  don't  get  me  to  make  a  fool  of  myself." 

Q.  Some  question,  I  think  of  counsel  rather  than  testimony  of  a  witness,  appears 
in  tbe  record  to  this  effect.  Was  not  Mr.  P.  J.  Sullivan  a  conscienceless  partisan? 
1  vill  ask  you  if  tbere  waa  anytbing  in  Mr.  Sullivan's  conduct  during  that  investi- 
gation, or  anytbing  in  bis  life  so  far  as  you  are  familiar  with  it,  tbat  could  justify 
eTen  remotely  such  a  characterization  of  Mr.  Sullivan  ? — A.  No,  sir.  Nothing  of  tbe 
sort.  He  was  fair  and  upright  and  honorable  in  all  bis  dealings  and  examinations* 
He  never  displayed  anytbing  of  the  sort. 

^.  Were  you  or  not  induced  to  act  as  one  of  the  managers  for  your  home  district 
It  the  special  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  a  manager  in  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
tbird  district. 

Q.  Wliat  diatrict  do  you  reside  in? — A.  I  reside  in  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
tbird  district. 

Q.  Are  yon  fapiiliar  generally  with  the  people  in  tbat  district? — A.  Yes,  ^ir:  but 
there  are  a  large  number  around  tbe  edge  of  town  that  1  am  not  very  well  acquainted 
with. 
Q.  Is  it  or  not  one  of  the  largest  districts  in  tbe  county  ? — ^A.  It  is  tbe  largeat. 

Q.  Something  was  said  by  a  Mr.  W.  K.  Nelson A.  I  know  bira  very  well. 

Q.  To  the  effect  tbat  tbere  were  at  tbe  One  bundred  and  twenty-third  precinct  tbat 
day  as  many  as  100  negroea,  wbo  came  there  in  tbe  morning  and  voted  for  Major 
Black,  and  tben  tbe  same  100  negroes  in  tbe  afternoon  came  back  and  voted  for  Major 
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Black.  What  liave  yoa  to  say  in  referenoe  to  the  trath  or  the  nntriitli  of  thstf — ^A. 
To  the  beat  of  my  knowledge  no  8Uoh  thing  happened.  Large  crowds  eame.  I  had 
t^e  voters'  list  and  was  checking  them  off,  and  Mr.  Lombard  was  takiog-the  tiekets. 
Mr.  Lombard  said,  << There  goes  a  fellow  who  looks  like  he  has  been  here  twice/*  I 
aaid,  "  Watch  him.''    Mr.  W.  K.  Nelson  was  there,  checking  names  for  the  Popalista. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  and  Mr.  Lorn  barn,  the  tWo  managers,  made  it  yoni 
especial  duty  to  examine  tbe  voters  and  see  if  there  were  any  repeaters f— A.  Yea, 
air ;  and  Mr.  Lombard  in  particular,  because  he  was  taking  the  tickets. 

Q.  You  say  that  with  this  thorough  investigation  and  diligence  there  was  not  bat 
ame  man  who  excited  your  attention  f — A.  No,  sir;  we  bad  to  examine  the  list  pretty 
iut,  and  did  not  have  mucb  time  to  look  at  their  faces.  Mr.  Lombard  said  to  m« 
oBce,  ''Doc,  I  believe  some  of  those  devils  are  trying  to  come  back  on  me.''  I  said, 
''Watch  them."  Mr.  Lombard  has  died  since  that  time.  I  said,  "  Watch  them,  and 
I  will  help  yon  if  I  can." 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Lombard  has  since  diedf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  f— A.  He  was  buried  yesterday. 

Q.  Is  tbat  why  we  are  unable  to  have  him  heref — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  wiil  ask  you  if  Mr.  Nelson  was  not  an  exeitable  man  and  qoite  partisan  in 
this  casef — A.  Yes,  sii*;  he  is.  I  know  him  very  well.  He  is  a  pretty  good  man.  He 
was  the  onlv  member  of  that  party  that  stayed  around  there  that  day  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Was  there  any  intimidation  or  effort  made  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  to  pre- 
vent the  Populists  irom  voting  ont  there f — A.  No,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Q.  Mr.  Nelson  admitted  that  he  did  not  know  bnt  two  of  those  negroes  that  be 
elaimed  came  back  in  the  afternoon,  but  that  he  thought  they  were  the  same  crowd. 
State  what,  in  your  opinion,  was  his  ability  to  make  any  such  discovery  as  that  in 
that  big  crowd,  nnd  they  coming  and  voting  in  a  mass/as  he  stated  they  did.— A 
Unless  he  knew  them  personally  Is  the  only  way  that  1  could  account  for  it. 

Q.  Did  he  complain  to  youf — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  never  made  a  complaint. 

Q.  If  he  had  complained  to  yon.  what  would  you  have  donef — ^A.  I  would  have  pat 
the  voter  on  his  oath  and  made  liim  swear.  If  there  was  any  objection  to  a  voter. 
We  would  always  write  opposite  his  name  that  such  was  made.  I  don't  think  aor- 
one  can  object  to  a  lack  of  fairness  in  our  elections  in  that  district. 

Q.  Yon  were  as  conscientious  in  your  duty  as  manager  as  you  were  in  your  dutr 
JM  registrar f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  this  repeating  had  been  done  in  the  wholesale  manner  that  Mr.  Nelson  sag- 
fleets,  would  it  or  not  have  escaped  youf — A.  They  conld  not  possibly  have  done  it. 
We  watched  them  as  closely  as  possible,  and  I  can  tell  them  pretty  thoroughly. 

Q.  Did  vou  make  it  your  duty  to  look  at  them  with  a  view  to  detecting  themf— 
A,  We  did ;  and  especially  after  Mr.  Lombard  said  he  thought  one  of  them  was  tiy* 
ng  to  come  back  on  him  the  second  time. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  say  this  was  about  your  first  experience  in  practical  politics f — ^A.  I  aaid 
my  first  was  in  1S92,  when  the  Populisia  were  going  around  the  country  armed. 
Tiding  about  at  ni^ht,  etc. 

Q.  Yon  took"  an' interest  in  politics  in  1892? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  An  active  interest? — A.  I  don't  think  I  took  an  active  interest.  You  see<>Q 
there  we  would  meet  those  people  and  talk  with  them.  If  1  had  thought  the  Pop 
ulist  party  was  the  proper  party,  1  would  have  been  with  them. 

Q.  You  took  an  active  interest  in  your  party  in  1892? — A.  No,  sir;  notanactire 
interest. 

Q.  You  talked  on  the  subject? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  talked  about  it. 

Q.  And  urged  the  people  to  vote  for  your  candidate? — A.  No,  sir;  not  at  all- 
Those  people  can  not  be  urged.    I  would  reason  with  them. 

Q.  Did  you  contribute  to  the  campaign  fund  in  1892? — A.  Not  a  cent,  and  I  never 
have. 

Q.  Did  you  spend  some  time  previous  to  tbe  election  of  1892  reasoning  with  the 
other  side? — A.  I  would  not  hunt  them  up,  but  when  I  would  meet  them  I  would 
talk  with  them. 

Q.  You  voted  for  Major  Black  in  1892?— -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  influenced  those  around  you  to  do  so? — A.  I  think  maybe  I  influenced  one 
'Or  two. 

Q.  You  were  not  acquainted  with  politics  before  that? — ^A.  Not  a  great  deal. 

Q.  You  took  very  little  interest?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  acquainted  with  the  various  characters  of  the  gentlemen  in  Rich- 
mond County  who  are  presumed  to  run  the  politics  of  that  county  ? — A.  I  know  them 
by  reputation. 

Q.  I  mean  you  did  not  especiallv  know  each  man's  particular  fitness  for  his  work 
in  politics  in  conducting  campaigns? — A.  I  did  not,  because  I  knew  nothing  of 
^politics. 
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Q.  Yoa  knew  nothing  of  (he  methods  which  are  alleged  to  have  taken  place  in  the 
•lections  of  1892,  and  previouB  elections  f — A.  Previous  to  1892  I  knew  nothing  of 
them. 

Q.  Yon  know  nothing  of  the  methods  adopted  in  1892  to  secure  the  large  vote  for 
M^or  Black  except  working  for  them f— A.  rfo,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  the  campaign  was  conducted,  and  yon  did  not  contribute 
anything  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  upon  that  board  of  registrars  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  city 
judge  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  familiar  with  the  methods,  except  as  yon  found  them  laid  down  in 
the  law? — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  a  politician. 

Q.  In  yonr  direct  examination  you  say  the  board  selected  Mr.  Sullivan  as  the 
ehalTman  in  conseq  uence  of  his  being  a  lawyer  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  And  he  would  be  able  to 
•tend  more  banterinjgf.  He  could  stand  a  threat  deal  more  impertinence  than  I  could. 
There  was  one  very  impertinent  fellow  before  us.  I  don't  know  that  I  could  have 
stood  what  Mr.  Sullivan  did :  he  was  quiet,  cool,  and  collected.  This  man's  name 
that  I  refer  to  was  White.  He  made  a  remark  like  this:  ''You  have  done  up  Mr. 
If  nrphey,  but  yon  can't  do  me  up.  I  am  an  A.  P.  A.,  and  I  want  you  all  to  know  it." 
He  was  very  impertinent. 

Q.  So  the  impression  prevailed  that  Mr.  Sullivan  was  there  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  op  Mr.  Murpheyf — A.  That  seemed  to  be  Mr.  White's  idea.  He  had  a  very 
gentlemanly  young  man  by  the  name  of  Layton  with  him. 

Q.  So,  the  feeling  was  prevalent  that  Mr.  Sullivan  was  there  for  the  purpose  of 
proteeting  the  lists  and  doing  up  those  investigators? —A.  White  was  evidently 
moved  with  that  idea. 

Q.  You  marie  up  a  list  of  7,397  qnalitied  voters,  did  you  notf — A.  I  don't  think 
there  were  quite  7,400. 

Q.  And  summoned  about  800  suspects  to  come  before  youf — A.  I  think  there  was 
»boat  that  number. 

Q.  You  are  not  able  to  say  what  number  of  those  suspects  responded  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 
I  Imow  more  than  half  of  them  came.    We  were  kept  very  busy. 

Q.  So  that  von  probably  examined  about  400  of  tnose  suspected  persons  f — ^A.  Be- 
tween 400  and  50(>— perhaps  fully  500. 

Q.  So  that  something  like  300  suspects  went  without  being  examined f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  except  for  the  examination  we  gave  them  ourselves. 
Q.  So  that  about  300  did  not  appear  f — ^A.  I  think  so,  but  that  is  only  a  guess. 
Q.  Out  of  that  500  or  600  on  the  voter;*'  list,  how  many  did  you  strike  f — \.  I  think 
we  struck  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  150.    Really,  I  do  not  know  the  number, 
bat  that  is  what  I  should  judge. 

Q.  You  were  delayed  four  days  in  getting  your  lists? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  thought  we 
had  twenty  days,  but  we  only  had  sixteen.     We  had  sixteen  days  to  do  the  work. 

Q.  And  you  had  to  close  four  days  before  the  election  in  order  to  make  up  yeur 

listsf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  During  those  four  days,  did  you  examine  any  suspects f — A.  Not  that  I  recall. 

Q.  So  that  yon  only  had  twelve  days  for  examining  the  suspects  f — A.  I  don't 

think  we,  had  twelve  days,  as  two  Sundays  intervened.    The  clerks  worked  on 

Saoday. 

Q.  One  or  two  Sundays  intervened  in  the  time  you  spent  in  examination  of  those 
names  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  During  those  ten  or  eleven  days,  yon  examined  between  400  and  500  suspects  f — 
A.  YeS;  sir;  about  500.  You  eee  it  took  us  some  little  time  to  get  those  summons 
ont,  and  for  the  first  few  days  we  had  very  few  of  them  before  us. 
Q.  Were  you  very  much  crowdedf — A.  Yes,  sir;  toward  the  last  of  our  session. 
Q.  And  you  sometimes  swore  four  at  the  time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  sometimes  six,  I 
shoold  say.  If  I  had  had  any  idea  that  I  would  have  been  ''  hauled  over  the  coals  *' 
before  the  contest  committee,  I  would  have  tried  to  remember  more  about  it. 

Q.  Your  investigation  was  very  accurate? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  we  ought  to  have  had 
more  time. 

Q.  You  were  unable  to  give  the  latter  300  suspects  anything  like  a  personal  inves- 
tieation  examination? — A.  No,  sir;  we  did  not.  We  did  not  have  any  examination 
of  witnesses  at  all  on  the  last  300,  or  about. 

Q.  Did  yon  strike  any  of  those  latter  300  suspects? — A.  No,  sir;  I  can  not  tell  yon 
vhetber  we  did  or  not.  We  had  the  list  of  disqualified  voters  there.  First  we  went 
orer  that — I  took  the  white  list  and  Mr.  Hargraves  took  the  colored  list,  and  there 
vas  a  tremendous  lot  of  work  in  tiiat;  it  kept  us  very  busy. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  require  yon  to  compare  this  voter's  Ust  with  the  tax  digest  or 
perhaps  with  the  disqualified  list? — A.  1  could  not  tell  you  exactly  the  number  of 
days  we  were  on  that.  While  we  were  at  it,  if  a  witness  came  in,  we  would  stop 
tad  examine  him. 
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Q.  This  ten  or  eleven  days  was  spent  in  comparing  the  voters'  list  with  the  di»> 
qaalified  list,  and  taking  up  the  suspects  as  they  came  hefore  yoiif — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Your  investigation  of  the  500  sttspects,  then,  was  constantly  interraptedf — ^A. 
No,  sir ;  they  did  not  come  in  all  at  one  time.  We  finished  the  comparison  of  the 
voters'  list  with  the  disqualified  list  within  a  few  days,  and  after  that  we  examined 
them  as  they  would  come  in. 

Q.  In  the  short  time  you  had  for  investigations,  you  could  only  give  them  a  casual 
investiffation  f — A.  We  gave  them  as  much  as  we  tuought  was  necessary.  We  only 
had  to  Took  at  the  tax  hooks,  and  if  we  found  no  tax  against  them,  we  allowed  them 
nnless  we  found  some  witness  who  knew  of  some  discrepancy. 

Q.  Judge  Eve  testified  that  he  found  some  parties,  which  if  followed  out,  would 
locate  them  in  the  cemetery  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  did ;  and  we  struck  them.  I 
had  forgotten  ahout  that. 

•  Q.  Some  witnesses  have  testified  that  parties  would  register  at  nnmhers  which 
would  locate  them  in  stahles,  in  coal  yards,  or  in  churchyards f — A.  No,  sir.  I 
rememher  some  of  them  gave  numbers  at  certain  places  that  were  some  miles  far- 
ther off,  and  those  were  stricken. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  about  parties  being  stricken  for  living  in  churchyards f— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  one  party  who  gave  as  his  residence  the  number  of  the  Hon. 
Pat  Walsh's  stable f — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  And  it  wad  proved  to  be  no  residence? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Q.  In  a  large  list  like  you  gentlemen  had  to  investigate,  and  the  short  time  allowed 
Tou  by  the  law  to  investigate  it,  it  was  impossible  to  make  anything  like  a  careful 
investigation? — A.  If  we  could  have  had  the  witnesses  to  come  before  us,  we  could 
have  investigated  all  the  cases  in  the  time  we  had,  but  we  could  not  get  them  before 
ns. 

Q.  And  you  used  every  facility  possible  to  get  them  before  yon? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we 
did  indeed. 

•  Q.  Mr.  Sullivan  has  had  a  heap  of  nice  things  said  about  him,  and  he  is  a  eood 
friend  of  mine,  but  is  he  not  a  ratner  aggressive  and  combatative  man  ? — ^A.  I  aon't 
think  so.  I  never  knew  him  personally  until  this  registration.  The  Tribune  used 
to  go  for  him. 

•  Q.  The  Daily  Press  and  the  Tribune  criticised  Mr.  Sullivan? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  Tri- 
bune did. 

Q.  Did  they  criticise  yon? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Sum  van  impressed  White  with  the  idea  that  the  purpose  of  the  board  then 
was  for  doing  them  up? — A.  I  don't  know,  except  from  tnat  fellow's  actions.  He 
just  came  up  in  that  defiant,  bragadocia  way. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Sullivan's  attitude  toward  Mr.  Murphey  rather  aggressive? — ^A.  H« 
was  very  gentleraanly  with  him,  and  treated  him  with  every  courtesy  possible.  He 
could  not  have  been  more  so.    Mr.  Sullivan  was  very  gentlemanly. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  armed  Populists  passing  by  your  place  in  1892.  Will  yon  name 
a  few  of  those  who  were  armed? — A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  name  them.  Mr.  Garmi- 
chel,  whose  place  is  near  to  mine,  told  me  that  they  shot  holes  through  his  outhouse; 
that  they  had  gone  in  there  to  have  their  meetings. 

Q.  That  is  simply  a  matter  of  hearsay? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  saw  the  Populists  shoot  at  anybody? — ^A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  You  don't  reooUect  anybody  carrying  arms?— A.  No,  sir.    I  had  been  told  this. 

Q.  You  don't  know  it  of  your  own  knowlipdge? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  very  nice  and  very  clever  gentleman? — A.  He  is  a  very 
clever  gentleman.  He  is  an  ardent  Populist.  I  have  known  him  for  several  years, 
and  have  been  associated  with  him  in  the  Agricultural  Club. 

Q.  You  say  that  at  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  district,  at  the  last  election, 
Mr.  Lombard  remarked  to  you,  "  Some  of  those  devils  are  trying  to  repeat  on  me"?— 
A.  He  said,  **  Some  of  those  devils  are  trying  to  come  back  on  me,"  and  asked  me  to 
help  him  watch  them. 

Q.  Yon  were  engaged  with  the  list? — A.  Yes,  sir;  right  opposite  him. 

Q.  Watching  the  list,  you  had  very  little  opportuni^  to  watch  the  windows?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  could  only  see  them  in  a  very  casual  manner?— A.  I  would  glance  at  them. 

Q.  You  could  not  always  see  the  voter? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  every  voter,  but  only 
momentarily.  Mr.  Lombard's  business  was  to  take  the  tickets  and  put  them  in  the 
box.  He  said,  ''Damn  it,  1  think  some  of  those  fellows  are  coming  back  on  me,  and 
you  help  me  watch  them ; "  and  I  assisted  him  as  much  as  possible. 

Q.  So  it  is  possible  that  Mr.  Nelson  was  right  when  he  said  that  some  of  those 
negroes  may  nave  voted  more  than  once  ? — A.  I  can  not  say  that. 

Q.  Mr.  Lombard  was  a  little  suspicions? — A*.  Yes,  sir;  when  the  voting  was  very 
fast.    That  man  whom  he  was  suspicious  of  did  not  come  back  again. 

Q.  You  say  the  press  was  inclined  to  criticise  Mr.  SulUvan?--A.  The  Tribune 
was.    Dr.  Potts,  sr.,  was  present  at  the  registration  and  at  the  sessions  of  the  regis- 
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tnn  all  the  time.  Mr.  Sullivan  said  to  him,  **  I  see  yoar  paper  gives  me  the  devil 
all  the  time."    Dr.  Potts  said,  **  I  don't  do  it." 

(^.  You  say  those  lists  of  suspects  were  handed  you  by  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Bowles, 
and  others  f~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Thompson  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Au^^taf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

i^,  Mr.  Bowles  is  a  prominent  citizen  also? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  appeared  to  be  something  like  an  organized  effort  to  purify  the  ballot  at 
that  time  f — A.  That  was  the  rumor. 

Q.  It  was  in  the  papers? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.    It  was  generally  talked. 

<^.  80  those  gentlemen  furnished  those  lists  to  yon? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  They  were  understood  to  be  leaders  in  that  movement? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.^Mnrphey  was  also  on  the  list?— A.  He  did  not  come  along  with  the  others* 
He  came  in  by  himself. 

Q.  Mr.  Thompson  furnished  you  with  those  lists  of  certain  parties? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(i.  Mr.  Bowles  did  the  same  thing? — A.  He  was  accompanying  them. 

Q.  What  happened  to  Mr.  Thompson's  list? — A.  He  had  no  lists  of  his  own,  but 
JQBt  came  with  those  other  parties  and  brought  the  lists  of  those  investigators. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  lists  furnished  by  Mr.  Thompson? — A.  The  names  were 
written  upon  the  back  and  summons  were  handed  to  the  sheriff  to  have  the  parties 
brought  in  for  investigation. 

Q.  Was  there  an  extremely  large  number  of  those  parties  who  registered  as  21 
Tears  old? — A.  That  was  troubling  Mr.  Uarsraves  a  ereat  deal.  He  said  to  me, 
"How  do  you  account  for  those  21-jear-olds  ?'"  I  said,  ''Why,  I  account  for  them  in 
that  there  is  a  large  negro  population  in  this  county." 

Q.  That  tronbled  Mr.  Hargraves? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  could  not  explain  it  ? — A.  Except  that  these  21-year-olds  did  ^ot  owe 
any  poll  tax,  and  therefore  did  not  cost  any  money  to  register;  and  the  further  fact 
that  the  young  negroes  are  always  very  anxious  to  vote. 

(4.  Yon  did  not  examine  those  21- year-olds? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  we  looked  in  their 
faces  and  examined  them  very  carefully.  There  was  one  young  boy  who  oame  there 
and  who  did  not  look  like  he  was  21  years  of  age.  He  took  the  oath  that  he  was  21 
jears  of  age,  and  said  that  his  father  had  always  allowed  his  children  to  work  for 
themselves  when  they  became  of  age,  and  that  inasmuch  as  he  had  allowed  him  to 

fD  and  work  for  himself  he  was  pretty  sure  that  he  was  21.  We  got  a  message  from 
is  father  and  he  sent  us  a  certificate  that  the  boy  was  not  21,  and  we  struck  him. 
Then,  there  was  another  boy  that  an  old  woman  came  there  with,  and  we  struck  him 
beeaase  she  said  he  was  not  21  years  old. 

Q.  Did  yon  strike  any  other  21-year-olds? — A.  I  don't  remember  any  others.  They 
all  looked  that  age,  and  some  looked  more. 

Q.  There  was  something  like  1,300  21-year-old8  registered? — ^A.  I  don't  know 
whether  that  was  the  numoer  or  not.    Those  two  were  struck. 

Q.  Of  all  those  21-year-olds  those  two  were  the  only  ones  yon  recollect  being  struck 
u  being  under  age? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Thai  list  included  the  disqualified  persons? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Those  two  were  in  that  list? — A.  And  150  others,  more  or  less. 

Q.  All  persons  disqualified  for  nonpayment  of  taxes  were  in  that  list? — ^A.  Ye&  sir. 

Q.  And  those  who  were  convicted  of  felonies  and  aU  insane  persons? — A.  I  tnink 
there  were  very  few  of  those. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  are  a  native  of  Scotland? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  yon  educated? — ^A.  I  was  educated  in  GallasheUes. 

Q.  Were  yon  educated  for  the  practice  of  medicine? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  first  went  into 
the  millwright  and  machinist  business. 

Q.  You  practiced  medicine  here? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  took  no  interest  in  politics  until  three  years  ago? — A.  No,  sir;  none  at  all« 

Q.  You  are  not  even  now  familiar  with  what  is  termed  a  perfect  politician? — ^A. 
^0,  sir;  I  am  not  up  to  date  on  the  subject. 

Q.  Do  yon  understand  the  term,  generally  used,  of  ward  heeler? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
^derstand  that,  both  ia  the  North  and  in  the  Soutn.  I  never  heard  it  in  the  South 
until  lately,  but  in  the  North  it  is  f^qnently  used. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  methods  used  in  1892  in  the  elections? — ^A.  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  Ma^or  Black  resigned  his  seat  in  Con- 
S^  in  consequence  of  charges  of  fraud  made  in  1894  ? — ^A.  I  know  that  he  retired. 

Q.  Do  yon  loiow  that  it  has  been  generally  admitted  that  there  were  varions  acts 
of  fraad,  sneh  as  repeating,  practic^  in  that  last  election? — A.  I  know  nothing  of 
^t.   I  know  it  has  been  said. 

Q.  And  yon  know  that  following  upon  that  charge  Mi^jor  Black  resigned  his 
*^tf»A.  1  know  he  resigned  his  seat  in  Congress. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  the  election  in  18^? — ^A.  I  was  at  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty.third  district. 
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<).  And  in  1894  f — ^A.  I  was  there  also  in  1894. 

Q.  And  in  1895?— A.  Yen,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  voted  at  all  three  of  those  elections? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  no  evidence  of  repeatinsy  excei>t  what  you  heard  Mr.  Lombard  saj 
about  that  fellow  trying  to  come  back  on  him  ? — ^A.  That  is  the  only  instance  I 
know  of. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Is  it  or  not  true  that  Mr.  Hargraves,  the  Populist  registrar,  acquiesced  in  all 
of  your  rulings  and  investigations,  and  also  signed  the  voters'  list? — A.  Yes,  sir;  be 
acquiesced  in  everything,  because  wo  were  very  particular  in  saying  to  him, '^  If 
there  is  anything  you  have  objection  to,  please  say  so." 

Q.  You  say  both  he  and  Dr.  Potts,  Hr.,  the  Populist  reporter  for  The  Tribune,  who 
vaapresent  all  the  time,  admitted  to  you  that  they  thought  everything  was  £ftir?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  circumstance  you  referred  to  of  Mr.  Lombard  speaking  to  you,  only  as 
to  one  or  two  or  tbree  of  those  men? — A.  It  was  only  about  one  man. 

Q.  There  was  no  general  suspicion? — A.  No,  sir. 

<).  Mr.  Lombard  was  very  anxious  and  ambitious  not  to  be  caught? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

"Q.  Was  that  the  spirit  with  which  you  and  he  discharged^our  duties  as  managers 
that  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  result  of  that  do  you  think  there  was  any  considerable  number  who 
repeated  there  that  day? — A.  I  don't  think  there  could  nave  been  many. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  think? — A.  It  would  have  been  a  very  hard  matter  for  as 
many  as  ten  of  them  to  have  come  before  Mr.  Lombard  the  second  time  and  he  not 
have  known  them. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Bowles  appeared  before  you  and  handed  in  those 
lists,  did  not  Mr.  Thompson  simply  state  in  presenting  them  that  he  knew  uotitiing 
of  them  personally?— A.  That  was  all.  He  simply  asked  us  as  a  citizen  to  investi- 
gate them,  and  we  did  it  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

Neil  McInxes. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Babrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  (?«. 

W.  M.  DUNBAR,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar,  what  position  do  you  occupy  now? — A.  I  am  postmaster  of  this 
olty. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position? — A.  Very  near  three  years. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  held  any  office  in  the  county  of  Richmond  before  becomingpost- 
master? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  treasurer  of  this  county  for  ten  or  twelve  years. 

Q,  Is  that  an  elective  office  by  the  people? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  were  elected  to  the  position  of  treasurer  of  this  county  for  as  many 
as  ten  years? — A.  I  think  that  is  about  the  number.  I  was  elected  every  time  that 
I  ever  ran  for  the  office.  I  was  also  recorder  of  the  police  court  of  Angnsta  for  four 
years. 

Q.  In  your  occupancy  of  those  two  offices  did  you  have  occasion  to  become  gen- 
erally familiar  witn  the  people,  white  and  colored,  of  this  county? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
know  them  pretty  well.  There  are  hundreds  of  men  here  whose  faces  I  know,  but 
possibly  could  not  call  their  names. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  special  Congressional  election  in  October,  18%?— A. 
•Yes,  sir:  for  a  snort  while. 

»    Q.  Wnat  ward  did  you  vote  in?— A.  In  the  First  Ward,  where  I  have  lived  for 
about  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  years. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  people  of  that  ward,  white  and  colored? — ^A.  As 
much  so  as  anyone  in  the  city. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  what  was  the  character  of  the  election  held  at  the  First  Ward 
on  October  2,  1895,  for  Congressman,  as  to  peaceableness,  fairness,  and  reffularity,  so 
far  as  you  as  a  practiced  and  experienced  citizen  of  that  ward  could  jndge?— A. 
Well,  so  far  as  I  saw,I  state  most  positively  that  everything  was  in  the  moat  orderly, 

geaoeable,  and  quiet  manner.    I  suppose  I  spent  within  the  neighborhood  of  an 
onr's  time  there  about  9  o'clock ;  I  know  I  was  there  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  I  stayed  around  the  polls  for  about  an  hour,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Were  the  people  voting  quite  freely? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  In  fact  I  stood  aside  so 
that  several  bauK  officers  could  vote  and  get  to  their  bank  by  9  o'clock ;  that  is  the 
reason  I  know  I  was  there  at  that  hour.  They  were  in  the  line,  and  I  stepped  oat 
on  account  of  some  of  those  behind  me  saying  they  wanted  to  vote  and  get  to  the 
bank.    I  remained  there  awhile  after  I  voted. 
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Q.  Were  yon  obserring  the  niaiiner  of  YOting  and  the  manner  of  conducting  the 
election  while  yon  were  there  f — ^A.  I  was  standing  there,  looking  at  both  bozea 
eaeaaUy. 

Q.  I  will  ask  if  yon  saw  anv  evidence  of  repeating  there,  or  was  there  any  repeat* 
in|;  there  as  long  as  yon  remained  there? — ^A.  No,  sir.  I  am  as  satisfied  that  there 
was  not  as  I  oomd  be  of  anythinj^  of  that  character. 

Q.  If  there  had  been,  do  you  think  you  would  have  observed  it  as  much  so  as  any- 
body elsef — A.  I  am  satisfied  I  would,  because  1  know  the  people  in  that  ward.  I 
staved  there  for  some  little  time,  and  think  I  got  up  to  the  post-office  about  10 
o'clock. 

<j.  Mr.  J.  L.  Cartledge  stated  that  he  voted  at  the  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth 
district  early  in  the  morning,  as  soon  as  the  polls  opened;  got  on  a  oar  and  oame^ 
directly  to  the  First  Ward  polls,  arriving  there  as  the  first  precinct  he  visited;  that' 
he  rvmalned  there  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  and  that  while  he  was  there  this 
short  time  he  saw  as  many  as  25  or  80  negroes  vote  and  so  off  and  come  back  and 
Tote  asain  as  many  as  three  times,  I  think;  or,  rather,  ne  states  that  he  thought 
they  aid.  I  will  ask  you  if  such  a  thing  could  have  occurred  while  you  wero 
there! — A.  No,  sir;  not  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  If  it  bad  occurred,  would  it  or  not  necessarily  have  forced  itself  upon  your 
attention  f — A.  Certainly  my  attention  would  have  been  attracte<l  to  such  a  thing  a» 
that.  At  the  white  box  there  was  quite  a  crowd,  and  they  voted  pretty  fast;  at  the 
colored  box  they  were  coming  up  and  voting  and  going  off. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  if  Mr.  Cartledge  voted  at  the  twelve  hundred  and  sixty- 
ninth  diatrict  when  the  polls  first  opeuea,  and  got  on  an  electric  car  and  came  imme- 
diately to  the  First  Ward  polls — if  ne  had  done  that,  would  he  or  not  have  arrived 
at  the* polls  and  been  there  during  the  time  you  were  there? — A.  If  he  did  that  he 
would  naturally  have  been  there  about  the  time  I  was  there. 

Q.  How  long  does  the  electric  cars  take  to  set  from  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty- 
BiDth  district  polling  place  on  the  hill  to  the  First  Ward? — A.  They  run  right  by  the 
First  Ward  polls,  and  ne  would  not  have  to  make  any  change  of  cars  until  he  got 
to  the  First  Ward  polls;  and  I  suppose  it  would  take  him  about  twenty  minutes. 

Q.  That  would  necessarily  have  placed  him  at  that  precinct  about  the  time  yo« 
were  there? — A.  Yes,  sir;  according  to  your  statement  of  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  spirit  and  sentiment  that  prevailed  in  the  party  and  in  the  man- 
afement  of  the  campaijcn  at  this  special  election  particularly  ? — A.  I  talked  with 
Major  Black  and  with  his  friends,  and  I  will  state  that  he  and  they  said  to  me— and  I 
felt  the  same  way — and  he  said  he  did  not  want  anything  to  be  done  in  that  election 
but  what  was  perfectly  straight  and  legitimate,  and  that  he  wanted  no  office  that 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  majority. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  testimony  of  the  statements  of  Major  Black,  the 
same  being  hearsay  testimony.) 

W1TNB88.  This  was  the  general  feeling  among  the  people  that  I  talked  with. 

Q.  Did  it  not  amount  practically  to  a  demand  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Black  and  his 
friends  and  the  managers  of  the  campaign  that  there  should  not  be  even  a  suspicion 
of  fraud  attached  to  that  election? — A.  I  think  the  people  thoroughly  understood 
that  from  Mr.  Black's  action  in  the  previous  election  that  he  did  not  want  anything 
whatever  except  what  was  all  right. 

Q.  Did  this  fact  alone  not  make  it  universal  on  the  part  of  his  management  and 
friends  to  try  and  secure  that  kind  of  an  election? — ^A.  It  seemed  that  way  to  me; 
it  had  that  appearance.  You  were  asking  me  about  being  at  the  polls.  I  went  on 
in  the  morning,  and  about  2  o'clock,  or  not  long  before  the  polls  closed,  I  was  there 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  Everything  was  perfectly  quiet,  and  I  did  not  see 
but  one  or  two  whites  who  voted  then,' and  one  negro.  I  know  there  was  not  but 
one  negro,  because  he  happened  to  know  me  and  he  came  up  to  me  and  said  he 
wanted  to  vote  for  Major  Black  and  asked  me  for  a  ticket.  I  sav  nothing  at  that 
hour  at  all  of  anybody  repeating. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  the  election  of  1894  ? — A.  For  a  short  while. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  there  Chen? — A.  No,  sir.  I  don't  suppose 
I  was  there  over  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  election  of  1892? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  can  not  say  how  long  I  was 
at  the  polls  in  1892.  Of  course  I  voted  in  1892;  but  I  can  not  recall  anything  about 
that  election. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  whether  there  were  any  evidences  of  repeating  that  you  saw 
in  1892  or  1894? 

(Conteetee's  counsel  object  to  any  matter  relating  to  the  election  of  1892  or  the 
election  of  1894,  as  being  irrelevant  and  tending  to  encumber  this  record.) 

Witness.    No,  sir;  not  that  I  recall. 

Q.  You  say  you  were  for  four  years  the  recorder  of  the  city  of  Angnsta? — A.  Yes, 
sir,  about  that  time. 
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Q.  And  ten  years  as  treasurer  and  three  years  as  postmaster f— A.  Tes,  sir;  sbont 
that  time. 

Q.  All  this  was  at  different  times f—A,  Yes,  sir.  I  was  never  defeated  for  any 
office  I  sought. 

Q.  You  took  an  active  interest  in  the  campaign  of  1892?— A.  More,  of  couise,  than 
in  the  last.    I  did  not  take  any  in  the  last  campaign,  being  postmaster. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  in  18d2f — A.  No, 
air. 

Q.  Or  in  18941— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  contributions  did  you  make  to  the  campaign  fund  in  1892  f 

(Conteetee's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  irrelevant,  as  covering  purely 
a  private  matter,  and  as  utterly  iUegal  and  impertinent  to  the  issue  involved.) 
*    WiTNESfl.    I  don't  think  I  gave  over  $50;  but  I  wished  I  was  able  to  give  $500. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  contribute  in  18947 — A.  I  don't  remember  exactly  what  I 
did  give.    I  think  I  gave  about  $100.    I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Did  you  give  anything  in  18951— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  f — A.  I  gave  $125. 

Q.  That  was  all  you  gave  in  1895 f— A.  Yes,  sir;  T  think  that  was  all. 

Q.  Is  it  often  you  contribute  small  amounts  that  you  don't  take  any  note  oft— A.  I 
don't  think  I  gave  anything  at  all  outside  of  that. 

Q.  You  are  not  quite  sure  about  that f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  can  say  I  am  qaite 
sure. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  seeing  Mr.  Cartledge  at  the  polls  in  1895  f— A.  It  strikes  me 
that  I  did,  but  I  would  not  swear  positively  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  some  repeating  did  not  take  place  f — A.  I  did 
not  see  it. 

Q.  You  were  there  about  an  hour  during  the  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  repeating  did  not  take  place? — ^A.  I  am  only 
prepared  to  say  that  I  did  not  nee  it.  I  am  prepared  to  say  positively  that  it  did  not 
take  place  while  I  was  there.  I  know  those  people  down  there.  There  was  no  repeat- 
ing there  at  that  time.    I  know  ten  men  in  the  First  Ward  to  Mr.  Cartledge*8  one. 

Q.  You  have  been  living  there  a  long  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  held  office  under  a  Democratic  Government  for  t^venteen  years?— A. 
Yes,  sir.    Republicans  vote  for  me,  too. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Cartledge  is  the  reporter  for  the  Tribune,  is  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Knowing  the  character  of  that  paper  and  its  reporter,  Mr.  Cartledge,  what  con- 
fidence would  you  place  in  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Cartledge's  observation? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  one  solely  of  opinion,  and 
one  of  which  the  witness  could  not  possibly  have  correct  information.) 

Witness.  I. just  know  that  Mr.  Cartledge  is  a  very  intense  partisan,  narrow  and 
prejudiced,  and  would  probably  see  things  in  a  very  much  lungnified  way. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  character  of  his  reports  t-o  his  paper,  and  are  they  not  all  char- 
acterized by  a  lack  of  accuracy  nnd  with  intense  partisanship  and  un reliableness f— 
A.  Yes,  sir.'  I  know  of  bis  reportincf  in  a  most  villainous  way — or  his  paper  did— a 
man  as  being  down  there  running  the  registration,  and  I  know  that  man  was  in  the 
post-office  at  the  time  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  it;  and  be  published  his  namea^ 
assisting  in  the  registration. 

Q.  Is  not  the  paper  for  which  he  reports  considered  in  this  community  as  being 
utterly  without  any  reliability,  and  without  any  influence  among  any  element  except 
the  intense  diucontented  factory  district? — A.  I  think  that  is  the  geueral  impression. 

Q  Is  that  paper  subscribed  to  by  the  respectable  element  of  this  community  f— A. 
That  might  be  an  improper  question  for  me  to  answer,  being  p  stmast^r. 

Q.  All  right,  I  withdraw  it.  What  ward  does  Mr.  Cartledge  live  in? — A.  He  does 
business  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  I  think.     1  don't  know  whether  he  lives  there  or  not. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  this,  which,  I  think,  is  perfectly  legitimate:  Would  any  opinion 
or  position  taken  by  this  Tribune  paper  have  any  weight  in  the  conini unity  at  laree, 
among  the  bett-eraiid  more  respectable  and  responsibl«»  element  of  our  community  f— 
A.  I  would  ask  to  be  excused  from  answering  that,  it  being  a  city  publication,  and 
I  being  postmaster  of  this  city.  I  will  answer  anything  I  know  in  reference  to  Mr. 
Cartledge. 

Q.  What  position  do  you  occupy  in  the  church? — A.  I  am  a  member  of  St.  John'8 
Methodist  Church.  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  stewards  for  twenty 
years,  and  am  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

W.  M.  Dunbar. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Bichmond  Countyj  Go. 
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F.  A.  CALHOUN,  for  the  oontestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  Botkin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Are  yen  a  resident  of  this  city  and  county  f— A.  I  am. 

Q.  Hoir  long  have  yon  resided  heref — A.  Nearly  twenty-six  years. 

Q.  Do  yon  hold  any  official  position  heref    If  so,  what? — ^A.  I  am  a  commissioner 
of  police  in  the  city  government. 

Q.  Ton  are  a  member  of  the  board  of  police  commissioners  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  hold  any  other  official  position! — A.  No,  sir.  I  am  master  of  Webb 
Lodge  of  Masons. 

Q.  Where  were  yon  on  the  day  of  the  special  election  of  October  2, 1895,  for  Mem- 
ber of  Congress? — ^A.  I  was  at  the  First  Ward  for  the  most  of  the  day. 

Q.  Do  yon  reside  in  that  wardf — A.  I  do. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? — A.  About  twenty-five  years. 

Q.  Are  yon  familiar  with  the  voting  population  of  that  ward — white  and  colored? — 
A.  Pretty  thoroughly  so. 

Q.  Have  yon  taken  such  an  active  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  that  ward  and 
the  politics  of  that  ward  as  would  bring  you  in  contact  with  the  people? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  at  the  polls  on  the  day  of  this  special  election? — ^A.  Nearly 
all  the  time  from  aboot  half  an  nour  before  the  opening  until  the  close. 

Q.  Where  were  yon  located? — A.  I  was  outside,  on  the  sidewalk  leading  up  to  the 
voting  booth. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  in  what  capacity  were  you  at  that  precinct,  and  what  opportn- 
nitiee  did  you  have  for  observing  what  was  going  on  ? — A.  I  was  the  chairman  of  the 
First  Ward  committ<»e,  and  I  was  a  friend  of  Major  Black,  a  commissioner  of  police 
sad  a  citizen  of  the  ward. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  occupied  such  a  position  and  view  of  the  boxes  and 
of  the  voters  approaching  the  boxes  and  voting  as  would  enable  yon  to  observe  or 
detect  any  illegal  voting  if  such  had  been  going  on. — A.  I  was  outside  on  the  side- 
walk with  several  gentlemen  during  the  day,  and  could  notice  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  election  at  that  precinct  for  quietness,  peace- 
ableness,  fairness,  and  regularity  in  the  conduct  of  the  election? — A.  It  was  very 
quiet.  l*he  sheriif  asked  me,  as  a  commissioner  of  police,  if  I  wanted  any  extra 
men.  I  told  him  that  our  elections  down  there  were  generally  conducted  very 
quietly,  and  we  would  not  need  any  at  all.    It  was  as  quiet  there  as  a  Sunday. 

(^.  Was  there  any  repeating  there  during  that  day? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  repeating  there,  were  yon  or  not  in  a  position  as  well  to 
observe  it  as  anyone  else  could  ? — A.  I  think  I  could  During  the  morning  as  the 
men  were  going  up  to  their  work  the  crowds  were  greater  than  at  any  other  time. 

Q.  If  there  were  as  many  as  30  negroes  had  filed  up  and  voted  for  Major  Black  or 
for  Mr.  Watson  and  then  retired,  ami  came  np  again  and  voted  again  and  retired,  and 
the  same  squad  came  np  and  voted  the  third  time,  is  it  possible  that  that  would  or 
coold  have  oconrred  there  and  yon  not  have  seen  or  observed  it? — A.  I  don't  think 
it  eonld.    The  voters  were  continually  coming  in  and  out. 

Q.  Mr.  Cartledge,  in  his  testimony,  states  that  on  the  day  of  the  election  he 
viaited  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district  and  voted  early,  and  then 
took  the  electric  cars  and  came  directly  to  the  First  Ward,  remaining  there  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes,  and  that  while  there  during  those  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  he  saw 
a  squad  of  25  or  30  negroes  come  up  and  vote  and  then  retire,  and  come  up  again  and 
vote  and  then  retire,  and  come  np  again  and  vote,  repeating  that  thing  three  times 
daring  those  few  minutes  that  he  was  there.  I  will  ask  you  if  such  a  thing  did 
occor  or  if  it  could  have  occurred? — A.  I  don't  think  it  is  possible  for  such  a  thing 
to  have  occurred. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  it  is  not  impossible  for  it  to  have  occurred  and  have  escaped 
voa?— A.  Yes.  sir;  I  will  say  that  it  could  not  have  occurred  while  I  was  there  and 
I  not  have  seen  it. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  Mr.  Cartledge  when  he  came  there  that  morning? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  That  was  about  the  time  he  came  there,  was  it  not? — A.  What  time?  He 
said  he  voted  when  the  polls  first  opened  at  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty- 
ni&th  district,  and  then  got  on  a  car  and  came  down  to  the  First  Ward,  and  I  should 
say  he  got  there  about  9  or  9.30  o'clock.    I  saw  him  when  he  first  came  up. 

Q.  What  time  was  that? — A.  It  must  have  been  between  the  hours  of  9  and  10 
o'clock. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  stay  there  ? — A.  Only  for  a  few  minutes. 

Q.  State  what  happeneil  and  what  he  did  while  he  was  there. — A.  He  came  up 
sod  asked  how  evervthing  was  moving  along,  and  asked  for  the  number  of  votes  that 
bad  been  polled,  and  he  walked  up  to  the  window.  There  was  no  crowd  there.  Some 
one  said,  '*  We  are  always  quiet  here,  but  there  was  a  row  at  tlie  court-house;''  and 
he  left  and  went  to  the  court-house  to  get  particulars  of  that  disturbance,  I  suppose. 
He  had  his  book  in  his  hand. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  there,  in  your  opinion? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  over  five  minutes* 
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Q.  Did  you  see  him  when  he  oame  up  and  when  he  left  f— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Ton  say  he  was  told  that  there  was  a  row  at  the  coart  house  f — A.  Tes,  sir;  and 
he  went  right  off  with  his  book  in  his  hand  and  his  walking  stick  under  his  ann. 

Q.  You,  then,  are  in  a  position  to  state  positirely  what  he  did  do  while  he  wm 
there  and  how  long  he  stayed  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that,  in  your  best  opinion,  he  did  not  stay  exceeding  five  minutest— 
A.  1  don't  think  he  was  there  over  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  make  any  observation  that  would  make  yon  believe  there 
was  even  a  pretext  for  this  statement  of  hisf — ^A.  He  Jnst  asked  about  the  number  of 
voters,  and  somebody  asked  him  what  about  this  tA>uble  at  the  oonrt-honse,  and  he 
Immediately  left  to  find  out  about  it. 

Q.  He  is  a  newspaper  reporter,  is  he  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  paper  does  he  report  forf — A.  The  Tribune. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  O.  P.  Doolittle  there  that  day  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  there f — A.  I  could  not  say;  I  don't  know  how  long  Mr.  Doo> 
little  stayed  around  there. 

Q.  He  said  something  about  seeing  practically  the  same  thing,  and  he  mentioDed 
about  the  same  squad  that  M^.  Cartleoge  spoke  of.  Would  you  say  the  same  thing 
as  to  Mr.  Doolittle  that  yon  have  said  as  to  Mr.  Cartled^e,  about  it  not  occurring  in 
your  opinion  ? — A.  I  don't  see  how  anyone  could  say  it  occurred.  I  never  talked 
with  Mr.  Doolittle  at  all. 

Q.  Did  he  make  anjr  complaint  to  yon  that  anything  was  going  on  wrong  f  Did  he 
know  you  were  a  police  commissioner  f — A.  I  suppose  be  did.  I  made  the  statement 
to  the  men  on  duty  when  I  got  there  that  they  were  there  to  rectify  anything  thai 
they  saw  that  was  wrong,  and  I  instructed  them  so  to  do. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Doolittle  make  any  complaint  to  you  whatever  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  make  a  complaint  to  anybody  else? — A.  None  whatever  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  complaint  made  would  it  not  have  been  your  duty  to  hare 
assisted  in  correcting  the  trouble  f — A.  It  would ;  I  instructed  the  sergeant  to  report 
to  me  anjrthing  that  was  wrong,  and  I  would  look  into  it. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  negroes  in  your  ward  were  not  practically  unanimous  for 
Mf^or  Black? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  necessity  for  repeating,  or  for  paying  them  to  repeat,  for  Major 
Black  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  all  the  Republicans  were  practically  for  Major  Black  in  sU 
the  wards f — A.  So  far  as  I  know,  they  were.  It  is  true  in  bnr  ward.  Mr.  Lyons  is 
the  editor  of  a  Republican  paper,  and  I  saw  him  vote  for  Major  Black.  « 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Qross,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  say  yon  have  been  a  resident  of  that  ward  for  about  twenty-five  yearsf— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  at  the  polls  all  dayf — A.  Very  near  it. 

Q.  Yon  went  there  ahont  what  timef — A.  About  8  o'clock. 

Q.  You  stated  in  yonr  direct  testimony  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  recogniie  a 
erowd  of  negroes  unless  you  were  personally  acquainted  with  them,  or  words  to  that 
effect — to  observe  these  crowds  unless  you  were  somewhat  acquainted  with  themf— 
A.  I  saw  them  as  they  oame  up,  passing  backward  and  forwanl. 

Q.  Was  there  any  obstruction  in  front  of  the  polls? — A.  Not  one  thing. 

Q.  No  barricades? — A.  Not  a  thing.     Simply  two  windows  open  on  the  street 

Q.  One  designated  iis  the  colored  box  and  the  other  as  the  white  box? — A.  There 
were  two  boxes;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  approaches  to  those  two  boxes  fenced  ofi'? — A.  No,  sir.  The  boxes 
were  not  more  than  3  feet  apart. 

Q.  As  the  parties  would  go  up  and  vote  and  retire,  and  others  wonid  go  up  and 
▼ote  and  retire,  it  is  possible  that  some  voters  might  have  gone  to  the  polls  and  voted 
twice,  is  it  not? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  It  may  have  happened  and  escaped  yonr  observation? — A.  Not  with  persons  I 
knew.    I  know  nearly  all  the  colored  people  that  live  in  that  ward. 

Q.  Yon  say  vou  do  not  know  it  would  have  been  impossible? — A.  I  think  I  woold 
have  noticed  it.  They  are  draymen,  hackmen,  porters,  etc.,  and  I  come  in  contact 
with  them. 

Q.  There  are  some  in  the  ward  whom  yon  don't  know? — A.  I  suppose  there  are; 
but  a  very  few. 

Q.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  21-year-olds  registered  in  that  ward.  Are  yoo 
acquainted  with  them? — A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Some  of  those  may  have  voted  more  than  once  without  attracting  your  notice?— 
A.  I  think  if  they  had  done  so  they  would  have  attracted  my  attention. 

Q.  Yon  were  there  mainiy  with  a  view  to  preserving  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
that  election? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  You  were  not  so  ranch  there  with  a  view  to  the  manner  of  carrying  on  the  eleo- 
tion  as  yon  were  in  preserving  the  peace? — ^A.  I  was  not  a  manager  of  the  election. 
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Q.  As  a  police  eommissioner  yoa  were  more  directly  engaged  in  condaotin^  peace 
fhui  yoa  ^rere  in  watching  the  election  f — ^A.  1  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  com- 
mittee of  that  ward. 

Q.  Yoa  were  there  in  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party  and  of  Mi^or  Black  f-- 
A.  To  a  certain  extent  I  was. 

Q.  Ton  were  also  there  as  a  police  commissioner  of  the  city,  with  men  nnder  yonr 
charge  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Instmeted  to  report  to  yonf—A.  No,  sir.  I  Jast  simply  mentioned  that  to 
ihma,  and  asked  if  there  were  any  complaints  made  to  them  to  kindly  advise  me. 

Q.  Then  yon  did  not  have  authority  to  direct  their  movements  in  case  of  any  irreg- 
ularity f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  had  no  authority  to  do  it. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  have  been  an  active  Democrat  for  some  years  f — A.  I  have  been  a 
Democrat  all  my  life. 

Q.  Your  being  chairman  of  this  club,  I  suppose  is  on  account  of  your  activity  and 
work  f — A.  I  have  no  idea  that  it  was  for  that  reason  that  I  was  appointed. 

Q.  Yoa  work  for  the  success  of  the  Democratio  party f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  will 
always  be  my  pleasure  to  do  so. 

Q.  You  contribute,  I  suppose,  to  the  campaign  funds  whenever  called  upon? — A* 
That  is  a  private  matter,  and  I  will  not  answer  that  question  because  I  consider  it 
irrelevant  to  this  contest.  I  think  that  is  an  irrelevant  question,  and  strictly  a  per- 
sonal matter  with  me. 

Q.  Yoa  decline  to  answer  the  question  f — A.  I  would  be  pleased  to  know  if  yoa 
have  a  right  to  ask  me  that  question.  I  decline  to  answer  it,  as  I  think  it  is  a  per- 
sonal matter  with  myself. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  will  decline  to  say  how  much  you  contributed  in  189if — A.  That 
is  too  far  back,  and  I  don't  remember  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Were  you  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  club  in  your  ward  in  1894 f — ^A. 
No,  sir. 
Q.  In  lS92f->A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  of  1894  f — A.  I  voted. 

Q.  Were  you  around  the  polls  any  considerable  length  of  timef — A.  Not  especially. 
I  was  there  a  part  of  the  time. 
Q.  About  how  muchf — A.  I  don't  know. 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  all  the  questions  relating  to  the  elections  of  1892 
snd  1894,  as  being  irrelevant  and  tending  to  eocumber  uie  record,  although  the 
inswers  of  the  witness  may  be  and  are  entirely  satisfactory  to  counsel  for  contestee.) 
Q.  You  voted  for  Major  Black  in  1894  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  in  1892 f—A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  saw  no  evidence  of  repeating  in  1894 f — A.  No,  sir:  I  did  not. 
Q.  Did  you  nee  any  evidence  of  repeating  in  1892 f — A.  I  did  not. 
Q.  Who  are  the  other  members  of  the  police  board  of  the  city  of  Augusta  besidea 
yourself f~A.  There  is  Captain  Flynn,  Mr.  Bofaler,  Mr.  Gouley,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
myself. 
Q.  Mayor  Young,  I  believe,  is  an  ez-officio  member  of  that  board f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Those  gentlemen  are  all  Democratic  in  politics,  are  they  notf — A.  You  will  have 
to  ssk  them  that  question,  as  I  am  unable  to  tell  you. 
Q.  That  is  your  information? — A.  I  think  they  are. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Cartledge  when  he  came  up  to  the  First  ward  polls  the  second 
timet— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  remain  the  second  timef — A.  Only  a  few  minutes.  He  came 
Qp  about  the  time  Mr.  L.  J.  Miller  voted — about  the  close  of  the  polls. 

Q.  Did  he  come  back  to  the  polls  a  second  time  during  the  morning f — A.  No,  sir; 
I  did  not  see  him.    1  only  saw  him  twice  during  the  day. 

V*  Yon  don't  know  whether  he  came  back  a  second  time  after  going  to  the  court- 
hoQsef — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  only  there  twice. 

Q.  Yon  are  pretty  sure  he  only  remained  about  five  minutes  on  his  first  tripf — A^ 
I  should  think  about  that  time. 

Q.  Time  passes  very  rapidly  on  an  occasion  like  that,  does  it  notf — A.  It  was  just 
M  qniet  as  Sunday.  We  never  have  any  disturbances  in  that  ward.  I  have  heard 
persons  hallo  "  Hurrah  for  Major  Black,"  but  on  this  occasion  it  was  very  quiet.  I 
VD  always  glad  when  it  is  so  quiet 

Q.  There  has  been  some  testimony  about  a  gentleman  named  Bawls,  who  brought 
A  crowd  of  voters  from  a  gate  and  voted  them,  and  then  voted  them  again.    Did  yon 
tee  anything  of  that  sort  f— A.  I  did  not. 
Q.  Did  vou  see  Mr.  Rawls  there  that  dayf — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  he  have  a  listf — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Would  he  conduct  the  voters  back  in  this  gatef^A.  1  never  saw  him.  I  saw 
*oiii«  parties  go  in  there,  but  I  did  not  see  Rawls  in  charge  of  them.  I  saw  him 
ttandmg  up  there  by  the  butcher  shop  talking. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  was  there  a  row  at  uie  court-house  when  Cartledge  went 
<^fft— A.  I  don't  know;  1  did  not  go  over  there. 
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Q.  You  don't  know  whether  it  was  an  actual  occurrence  or  simply  a  rumor  or 
whether  it  was  a  jest  of  some  parties  to  fool  Cartledge  offf — A  Ko,  sir;  I  don't 
think  anybody  would  have  any  objection  to  his  being  there.  I  never  thought  any 
more  about  it.  We  had  heard  it  there.  I  asked  him  the  question  when  he  came  ap 
if  there  had  been  a  row,  and  he  did  not  know. 

Frank  A.  Cai^oux. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Puhlic,  Bichmond  CoiMfy,  Ga, 

JAMES  W.  MOORE,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  BorKiN  Wreoht,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  how  long  have  you  resided  there  f — A.  I  have  resided 
in  the  First  Ward,  in  this  city,  all  my  life. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  what  business  you  are  engaged  inf— A.  I  am  a  merchant. 

Q.  I  know  your  family  to  be  a  very  ancient  and  prominent  one  here,  and  yon  will 
pardon  me  for  being  a  little  personal,  but  I  want  to  bring  those  facts  out.  Who  are 
your  brothers  heref — A.  John  Bones  Moore  and  Henry  Moore«  the  editor  of  the 
Augusta  Chronicle  for  many  years,  and  associated  with  General  Wright  in  the  man> 
agement  of  that  paper. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  First  Ward  at  the  special  election  of  October  2, 1895, 
for  a  Congressman  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Is  that  your  voting  precinct f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  vote  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  there  that  day?— A.  All  day;  from  the  opening  to  the  clos- 
ing of  the  polls. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  election  for  fairness  and  regularity,  and  the 
presence  or  absence  of  fraud  or  unfairness? — A.  Everything  was  very  quiet,  and  the 
election  went  along  pleasantly  and  smoothly  all  day.  Everything  was  very  fair,  I 
thought,  so  far  as  I  could  see. 

Q.  Was  there  any  pushing  or  crowding,  or  anything  of  that  sort? — A.  I  have  seen 
elections  of  that  kind,  but  there  was  nothing  of  that  kind  there  that  day. 

Q.  Where  were  you  located  during  the  day? — A.  I  was  the  manager  of  the  white 
box  in  that  precinct. 

Q.  Was  there  any  obstruction  of  any  kind  whatever  between  the  two  windows!— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  close  were  these  windows  together? — A.  I  suppose  about  10  feet,  or  per- 
haps not  quite  so  far.  The  colored  box  was  on  the  right  of  me,  and  the  white  box 
on  the  left. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  here  about  repeating,  by  some  of  the  Popalist  wit- 
nesses. State  whether  or  not  there  was  any  repeating  there  that  day. — A.  I  never 
saw  any  at  all. 

Q.  Did  vou  see  an^'^thing  that  put  you  upon  suspicion,  or  notice  that  there  vas 
repeating T — A.  Nothing  at  all. 

Q.  Were  you  or  not  in  a  position  to  have  observed  or  detected  it  if  it  had  existed!— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  would  have  seen  it,  because  I  was  right  at  the  window. 

Q.  Was  it  not  a  part  of  your  duty  and  business  to  have  seen  it  if  it  had  existed?- 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  a  manager. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  J.  L.  Cartledge  there  that  day? — A.  Only  for  a  moment.  He 
oame  up  and  asked  me  how  many  votes  were  polled.  That  was  early  in  the  morn- 
ing. I  don't  think  he  was  there  five  minutes  Shortly  after  he  came  np  and  got  the 
information  as  to  how  many  white  votes  were  polled  somebody  said  there  was  a  row^ 
at  the  court-house,  and  he  turned  immediately  around  and  went  away,  and  I  did  not 
see  anything  more  of  him. 

Q.  Did  he  have  his  reporter's  notebook  in  his  hand? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  just  came 
to  the  window,  I  gave  him  this  information,  he  made  a  note  of  it,  and  somebodj 
spoke  of  this  rumor  of  a  difficulty  occurring  at  the  court-house,  and  he  left. 

Q.  Is  he  a  reporter  for  any  paper? — ^A.  He  is  a  reporter  for  the  Tribune. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  paper  is  that? — A.  It  is  a  Populist  paper. 

Q.  Where  is  it  printed  at? — A.  I  think  in  Harrisbnrg,  in  the  Fifth  Ward. . 
.  Q.  What  is  the  character  of  its  circulation?    Where  is  it  chiefly  circulated f— A. 
Out  there  in  the  Fifth  Ward. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  that  paper  carries  with  it  any  weight  in  this  commuDityf— 
A.  Absolutely  none  whatever. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  Mr.  Cartledge  and  his  reports  in  that  paper  of  the 
happenings  in  Augusta,  and  what  you  know  of  him,  what  estimate  woold  yon  pift<^0 
npon  the  accuracy  of  any  of  Mr.  Cartledge's  statements  either  in  that  paper  or  else- 
wnere  as  to  matters  affecting  the  election  or  the  politics  of  this  county? — A.  I  don't 
think  it  would  be  at  all  reliable. 
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(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  question  and  answer  as  being  matters  of 
opinion.; 

Q.  Do  Toa  know  tlie  reputation  that  Mr.  Cartledge  bears  in  the  community  among 
the  people  with  whom  you  move  as  to  the  reliability  of  his  statements  f — A.  I  don^ 
think  they  consider  him  very  reliable. 

Q.  Are  yon  familiar  with  that  factf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  and  perhaps  one  other  witness  sworn  for  the  Populists  stated  that  they 
thoaghi  or  imagined  or  in  some  way  testified  that  they  saw  a  group  of  25  or  ^ 
negroes  oome  nn  to  the  First  Ward  polls  and  vote,  then  go  back  and  turn  into  an 
sUey  perhaps,  tuen  come  back  again  and  vote  another  time,  and  do  the  same  thing 
three  times  within  a  very  few  minutes.  I  will  ask  you  if  such  a  thing  occurred 
that  morning  f — A.  1  don't  think  it  could  have. 

Q.  If  it  had  occurred  would  yon  have  been  in  a  position  to  have  observed  itf — 
A.  Yes.  sir;  I  was  right  at  the  window. 

Q.  Was  there  any  complaint  made  to  you  as  manager  by  any  Populist  or  anybody 
else  that  anything  was  going  on  wrong  f — ^A.  No,  sir,  there  was  no  complaint  made 
ataU. 

Q.  What  was  the  conduct  of  your  managers  as  to  faimeas  and  as  to  your  conduct 
ss  managers f — A.  I  think  they  were  all  perfectly  fair;  I  know  1  was. 

Q.  Was  there  any  vote  that  was  handed  in  that  was  not  deposited,  or  any  vote 
that  was  not  deposited  that  was  not  counted  for  Mr.  Watson T-~A.  No,  sir;  every 
vote  cast  for  Mr.  Watson  was  counted.  There  was  one  vote  handed  in  that  the 
party's  name  could  not  be  found  on  the  list.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  a  Popu- 
list or  a  Democrat ;  and  that  vote  was  thrown  out. 

Q.  Then  you  are  prepared  to  swear  that  nothing  occurred  there  that  was  not  fair 
er  that  was  fraudulent  on  the  part  of  the  managers,  either  in  receiving  or  deposit- 
ing or  coonting  the  ballots? — A.  Nothing  at  all. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  only  had  supervision  of  the  white  box? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  what  took  place  at  the  colored  box? — A.  No  further  than  what 
I  could  see. 

Q.  Your  attention  was  called  to  the  white  box? — A.  I  was  busy  at  the  white  box. 

Q.  Yon  paid  very  little  attention  to  the  colored  box? — A.  I  did  not  pay  any  par- 
ticular attention  to  it.    I  could  see  it  and  see  what  was  going  on  there. 

Q.  You  did  not  pay  any  especial  attention  to  it? — A.  No,  sir;  my  especial  atten- 
tion was  to  the  white  box. 

Q.  What  did  your  duty  consist  of — taking  the  ballot  and  investigating  the  list  of 
voters? — A.  I  would  receive  the  ballot  and  call  the  name,  and  the  list  was  looked 
oyer  by  Judge  Muse  and  the  two  cleiks.  When  it  was  approved  by  the  clerks 
that  his  name  was  on  the  list,  I  would  number  an<l  deposit  the  ballot. 

Q.  That  kept  yon  pretty  busy,  T  presume? — A.  I  was  not  very  busy. 

Q.  About  how  many  white  votes  were  polled  that  day? — A.  I  have  forgotten. 
They  were  all  counted. 

Q.  Something  like  .500  or  600? — A.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  were  about  400.  all 
told. 

Q.  You  would  be  safe  in  say  in  j?  some  400  white  votes  were  polled? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
I  think  there  were  about  400.  ' 

y.  You  were  en;;aged  from  8  until  3? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  seven  hours? — A.  Ye»,  sir. 

Q.  Or  420  minutes?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  so 

Q.  In  that  time  you  received  something  like  400  votes? — A.  I  reoeived  all  the 
▼hite  votes,  except  sometimes  when  Judge  Miiac  was  at  the  box.  He  would  some- 
times take  the  votes,  and  I  would  sometimes  receive  them.  I  think  that  perhaps  I 
received  the  most  of  them. 

Q.  That  would  have  made  about  one  vote  per  minute  that  you  received  or  that 
Jndge  Muse  received? — A.  According  to  your  calculation;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Therefore  you  could  not  have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the  observation 
of  the  colored  box? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  did. 

Q.  So  it  is  possible  that  there  may  have  been  some  repeating  at  the  colored  box 
"Which  yon  did  not  notice? — A.  There  may  have  been. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  there  was  no  repeating  at  the  colored  box? — A.  No, 
flit;  I  was  at  the  white  box. 

Q.  Your  statement  of  Mr.  Cartledge's  position  in  the  community  is  simply  your 
opinion  of  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Cartledge  dilfei-s  with  you  in  politics? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  really  know  nothing  of  your  own  knowledge  about  the  circulation  of  that 
paper? — A-  No,  sir;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  Cartledge  is  an  energetic,  industrious  man? — ^A.  He  is  a 
pietty  lively  fellow. 
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Q.  He  is  trying  to  make  a  living f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  differ  with  him  in  politics  very  materially  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  none  of  onr  fkmily 
are  politicians  at  all. 
Q.  Yon  regard  him  as  unreliable f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do.    I  don't  think  he  is  reliable 
^  in  politics. 

Redirect  examination  by  Botkin  Wkioht,  Esq. : 

Q.  From  yonr  knowledge  of  Mr.  Cartledge's  character  and  reputation  and  as  other 
people  regard  him  in  the  commnnity,  wonld  yon  or  not  believe  his  statement  in  this 
contest  matter,  or  conld  you  rely  on  his  statement  f — A.  Really  I  oonld  not.  I  eoald 
not  rely  on  it. 

Q.  ^-peaking  of  the  Tribune,  do  you  know  if  its  little  shop  or  printing  honse  is 
located  Just  outside  the  city  limits  to  avoid  paying  city  taxes  f — ^A.  I  can  not  aay  about 
that.    1  think  it  is  just  beyond  the  line. 

Q.  Who  were  your  associate  managers  in  the  First  Wardf — A.  Mr.  Jamea  L.  Rob- 
ertson and  Judge  Muse,  justice  of  the  peace. 

Q.  What  sort  of  man  is  Mr.  J.  L.  Robertson  in  this  community  f — A.  He  is  as 
high-toned  and  honorable  a  man  as  there  is  anywhere.  He  is  the  secretary  of  one  of 
the  largest  industrial  iDStitutions  in  this  section  of  the  country — ^the  Langley  Man- 
ufacturing Company. 

Q.  Has  ne  also  occupied  other  positions  of  trust  and  resjionsibility  in  this  comfflu« 
nityf — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  all  the  insurance  policies  issued  here  go  through  his 
hands  for  approval.  He  is  rate  maker  for  the  Sontheaatem  Tarilf  Association,  whieh, 
as  I  understand  it,  is  a  very  responsible  position. 

Q.  Is  Judge  Muse  the  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  your  wardf — A.  I  think  so; 
yes.  sir.  I  know  he  is  a  justice  of  the  peace,  but  I  don't  Know  whether  for  the  First 
or  Second  ward.    He  lives  in  the  First  Ward. 

Recross-examination  by  B.  M.  Qrc>8B,  Esq. : 

Q.  All  the  managers  at  that  precinct  that  day  were  Democratic  in  polities,  were 
tiiey  nobf — A.  I  can  not  tell  you.  I  was,  and  I  think  Mr.  Robertson  and  Mr.  Mose 
were. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykix  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  when  the  Populist  manager  appointed  for 
that  ward  failed  to  turn  up,  they  asked  Mr.  Doolittle  and  other  Populists  to  serve,  and 
they  could  not  find  one  wno  was  a  freeholder  f — A.  Yes.  sir;  and  then  they  asked  me 
to  come  in  and  act  as  manager. 

Jambs  W.  Moore. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  PuhliOf  Richmond  Coaafy,  Ga. 

R.  J.  WILSON,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  Botkin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside f~  A.  At  942  Broad  street,  in  this  city  and  county. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  there f — A.  Since  the  1st  of  October  last. 

Q.  I  mean  how  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  the  county  f — A.  For  forty-tiro 
or  forty-three  years. 

Q.  What  position  did  you  hold  in  the  Confederate  service  f — A.  I  went  off  as  cap- 
tain of  a  company,  and  was  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel. 

Q.  Did  you  lose  yonr  arm  in  that  service f — A.  Yes, sir;  in  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, Pa. 

Q.  After  the  war  was  over  and  yon  came  back  home,  did  you  ever  hold  any  posi- 
tion of  trust  and  honor  in  this  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  tax  receiver  for  twelve 
or  fourteen  years. 

Q.  Have  you  held  any  other  position  in  the  State f — A.  I  was  doorkeeper  of  the 
house  of  representatives  for  twelve  years. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  polls  during  the  special  election  for  Congressman  in 
October,  18951— A.  I  was  at  the  First  Ward  polls. 

Q.  Did  you  live  in  that  wardf — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  that  time. 

Q.  I  will  ask  ^ou  what  is  your  acqnaintance  and  familiarity  with  the  people  of 
this  county,  white  and  colored  f — A.  I  know  them  pretty  well  all  over  the  county. 
I  lived  out  in  the  country  for  several  years,  and  in  the  city  for  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years. 

i^.  Then  your  acquaintance  extends  not  only  throughout  the  city,  but  also 
throughout  the  country  districts  of  the  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  them  about  sa 
well  as  anybody. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  your  position  of  tax  receiver  did  not  brin^  you  in  doee  eoa- 
tact  with  the  people  from  every  section  of  the  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  you  have  kept  up  that  acquaintanoe  aud  have 
kept  in  toa^  with  the  people  on  down  to  the  preeent  timef — ^A.  Not  as  much  so  as 
if  1  had  heen  in  office.    I  know  them  all  and  uiinu^le  with  them  at  varions  times. 

Q.  You  are  especially  acquainted  with  the  people  of  the  First  Wardf — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  lived  there  for  several  years. 

Q.  You  have  been  active  and  moving  around  at  the  polls  at  the  various  elections 
in  that  ward,  and  in  that  way  kept  in  contact  with  the  people  of  that  wardf — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  were  yon  at  the  polls  at  the  First  Ward  on  the  day  of  this  special 
election? — ^A.  From  the  opening  of  the  polls  until  the  close. 

Q.  Where  were  you  located  about  the  polls? — A.  Nearly  in  frunt  of  the  white  box, 
s&d  between  that  and  the  colored  box. 

Q.  Yon  were  midway  between  those  two  boxes? — A.  Yes,  sir;  backward  and  for- 
wsrd. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  yon  had  a<4  favorable  position  for  seeing  aod  ol)serving  what 
was  going  on  at  the  polls  as  auy  other  {gentleman  present  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  wUl  ask  you  if  yonr  familiarity  with  the  people,  and  your  long  acquaintanoe 
in  this  district  and  in  the  county  at  large,  did  not  enable  yon  to  know  as  many  voters 
as  any  other  man  present  at  the  polls? — A.  That  is  my  belief. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  election  as  to  fairness  and  quietness  or  the 
opposite? — ^A.  I  think  it  was  very  quiet,  indeed,  aud  about  as  fair  an  election  as  I 
eTer  saw.    I  did  not  see  anything  wrong. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  repeating,  or  any  system  of  wholosale  repeating  there 
that  day,  could  it  or  not  have  escaped  you? — A.  I  think  I  would  have  seen  it  as  moeb 
as  anyone  else. 

Q.  IMd  yon  hear  any  complaints  made  by  anyone  there,  Populists  or  otherwise, 
or  anything  illegal  or  unfair  going  on  ? — A.  Not  a  word. 

Q.  If  anything  like  repeating  had  gone  on,  would  it  not  have  created  talk  and  dis- 
tatisfaction  and  brought  complaints  m>m  the  Populists? 

(Contestants  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  a  matter  of  opinion  not 
founded  on  fact,  and  one  about  which  the  witness  could  not  give  anything  like  a 
positive  answer.) 

Witness.  I  think  I  could  have  heard  it  as  well  as  anybody  else,  and  I  heard  none« 

Q.  Was  there  any  intimidation  or  obstruction  at  the  polls  that  day? — A.  None  at 
an  that  I  saw  or  heard  of. 

Q.  If  it  had  existed,  would  it  not  necessarily  have  come  to  your  knowledge? — ^A.  I 
think  it  would,  as  I  was  there  from  the  opening  to  the  closinff. 

Q.  Was  there  any  great  crowd  there  ? — A.  No,  sir.  No  fighting  or  anything  of  that 
tort. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  everything  that  transpired  there  that  day? — A.  I  did.  I  stayed 
there  all  day. 

Q.  Were  yon  there  for  that  purpose?  -A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  what  I  went  there  for. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  BIr.  Cartledge  there  that  day  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  was  he  there? — ^A.  As  well  as  I  can  recollect,  it  was  about  9  o'clock. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  stay  there? — A.  He  jumped  out  of  a  vehicle  or  off  a  car  and 
ran  up  and  asked  me  how  many  votes  were  polled,  or  something  of  that  sort.  I  think 
be  got  ont  of  a  vehicle,  but  it  may  have  been  a  car.  He  asked  me  the  number  of 
Totes  polled,  and  got  the  information,  and  went  right  straight  back.  I  suppose  he 
was  there  about  five  or  six  minutes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  when  he  came  up  and  when  he  left? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  that  occurred  that  caused  him  to  go  off? — A.  I  think 
there  was  a  fight  or  a  disturbance  at  the  court-house. 

Q.  And  it  was  at  that  time  that  he  left? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Cartledge  states  that  he  first  voted  at  the  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth 
Hittrict  early  in  the  mornings  got  on  an  electric  car,  and  came  immediately  to  the 
First  Ward,  arriving  there,  I  should  judge,  about  the  time  yon  state,  and  that  he 
stayed  there  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  and  that  within  that  time  he  saw  a 

rl  of  some  25  or  90  negroes  that  voted  and  then  retired  to  an  alley  or  some  other 
,  came  back  and  vot^  again,  and  still  again  the  third  time.  I  will  ask  yon  if 
anything  of  that  kind  occurred  during  the  time  that  Mr.  Cartledge  was  there?— A. 
1*0,  iir. 

Q.  If  it  had  occurred  would  not  you  have  necessarily  had  to  see  it? — A.  I  stood 
right  there  by  him,  and  he  was  leaning  over  the  window.  I  was  looking  at  him,  and 
saw  everything  that  he  saw  while  he  was  there.  He  made  no  observation  of  the 
▼oten  at  all.  He  came  and  asked  about  the  vote,  and  somebody  spoke  of  or  asked 
about  the  row  at  the  court-house,  and  he  left. 

9*  Is  he  the  reporter  for  a  newspaper? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  presumed  that  he  was 
going  around  to  get  a  report  of  the  progress  of  the  election. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  paper  he  is  a  reporter  for?— A.  I  do  not;  I  think  it  is  the 
Tiibnne. 
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Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  what  people  think  of  Mr.  Cartledge  and  his  repata- 
tion  in  the  commanity,  what  estimate  wonld  yon  place  npon  what  he  would  say  in 
giving  a  report  of  this  kindf — ^A.  I  don't  know  what  to  say  to  that;  I  don't  think 
that  I  would  want  to  believe  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  way  in  which  he  is  regarded — ^how  people  think  of  him— 
whether  they  think  he  is  reliable  or  uotf — A.  I  have  heard  some  few  talking  of  him, 
bnt  don't  know  that  it  is  general.  However,  what  I  have  heard  is  very  nnfavorable 
toward  him.    They  wonld  not  believe  anything  he  would  write  np. 

Q.  Is  that  the  reputation  he  bears  among  the  people  yon  knowf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  so 
far  as  I  have  heard  it. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Tribune  as  a  paper  in  this  conunanityf — A  I 
don't  know  that  I  can  state  that  positively 

Q.  Has  it  any  weight  in  the  community  outside  of  the  limited  district  in  which  the 
paper  is  published,  up  there  in  the  Fifth  Wardf  — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Howlonghasit  oeenrnnningf — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  creation  of  the  Populist  movement  here.  Is  not  that  its  sole 
strength  f — A.  That  is  what  people  say. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  Yon  say  you  were  tax  receiver  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years  f — ^A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  And  doorkeeper  of  the  house  of  representatives  for  twelve  years  f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
about  that. 

Q.  You  have  been  for  twenty- four  or  twenty-six  years  an  officeholder,  partly  in  the 
county  of  Richmond  and  partly  at  the  hands  of  the  legislatnre  of  tne  State f--A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  been  living  in  Richmond  County  for  forty-two  or  forty-three  years  f— 
A.  About  that  time. 

Q.  Have  you  any  official  position  now  f — A.  I  am  janitor  at  the  Augusta  post-offiee. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  f — A.  A  little  over  two  years. 

Q.  These  various  offices  that  you  have  held  have  been  since  the  late  warf— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  held  them  at  different  periods  of  timef  I  mean  by  that,  while  yon  were 
tax  receiver  yon  were  not  also  doorkeeper? — A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  So  that,  altogether,  you  have  been  receiver  of  tax  returns  for  about  twelve  or 
fourteen  years,  doorkeeper  of  the  house  for  about  twelve  years,  and  janitor  of  the 
Augusta  post-office  about  two  years f— A.  Yes,  sir;  about  that. 

Q.  Under  Democratic  administrations  altogether  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  conducting  elections  in 
Richmond  County  f — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted  with  them. 
I  know  them  about  as  well  as  the  common  run  of  the  people. 

Q.  Are  yon  a  member  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  of  Richmond 
County  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  lived  in  the  First  Ward  last  yearf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  of  that  wardf— 
A.  I  attended  a  few  meetings  before  the  election,  bnt  don't  recall  being  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  election  working  in  the  interest  of  Major  Black f    A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  election  in  1894  working  in  the  interest  of  Mi^or  Black f~A 
No,  sir  j  I  voted  for  him. 

Q    Did  you  take  any  interest  in  the  election  of  1892 f — A.  No,  sir:  I  voted  for  him. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  at  the  polls  any  considerable  length  of  time  in  1892  or  1894  f*- 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  no  evidences  of  repeating  at  those  elections f — A.  No,  sir;  I  voted  and 
left.  I  made  it  my  business  to  stay  there  this  last  time  for  that  purpose ;  stay  there 
and  work  for  him,  and  see  if  everything  went  along  all  right. 

Q.  How  long  since  you  were  tax  receiver? — A.  It  has  been  several  years. 

Q.  Were  you  doorkeeper  of  the  house  after  you  were  tax  receiver? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  succeeded  you  as  tax  receiver? — A.  A  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Hollinfl- 
worth. 

Q.  About  how  long  has  that  been? — A.  I  don't  remember;  possibly  twelve  or  foar- 
teen  years. 

Q.  Since  yon  were  tax  receiver  your  opportunities  for  knowing  people  intimately 
have  not  been  as  good  as  they  were  while  yon  were  tax  receiver ?--A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nothing  like  it? — A.  No.  I  ff o  to  all  their  mee^ngs  out  tiiere  in  the  country— 
the  Grangers,  the  agricultural  clubs,  etc. 

Q.  Did  you  belong  to  the  Alliance? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  a  farmer  before  I  went  to 
the  war.  Then  I  came  back  and  farmed  for  several  years,  and  was  elected  to  office, 
and  then  moved  to  the  city. 

Q.  Your  acquaintance  now  is  mainly  among  the  city  people? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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<].  The  people  yoa  knew  in  the  country  fourteen  or  sixteen  yeara  Hince  have 
lAf^ly changed  abont? — A.  1  know  them  and  know  their  children. 

<j.  Are  yon  well  acquainted  with  the  negro  population  of  Richmond  County  f — A. 
Yes,  air;  I  used  to  own  abont  100. 

i^.  Yon  think  you  would  know  a  great  many  of  the  negroes  in  the  First  Ward  who 
Toted  in  that  election  that  day? — A.  I  would  know  their  laces,  if  I  did  not  know 
their  names.    I  very  seldom  forget  a  face. 

Q.  Is  your  eyesight  ^oodf — A.  Very  good  indeed. 

Q.  It  has  not  been  dimmed  by  agef— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  understand  yon  not  to  state  that  this  repeating  absolntely  did  not  take 
plsce,  but  simply  to  say  that  if  there  was  any  yon  did  not  boe  itf — ^A.  I  don't  think 
there  was  any,  becanse  if  there  had  been  1  would  have  seen  it.  If  anybody  else 
conld  have  seen  it  I  could. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  prepared  to  say  there  was  not  any  f — A.  I  will  swear  that  I  do 
not  believe  there  was,  because  I  was  there  looking  for  it. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  dinner? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  at  the  polls  f^om  the  opening  until 
the  close. 

Q.  When  yon  say  there  was  no  repeating  there  yon  simply  express  your  opinion 
aboat  itf— A.  I  don't  believe  there  wa». 

Q.  You  think  it  is  impossible  for  Mr.  Cartledge  to  have  seen  what  he  professes  to 
bsTe  seen  f — A.  I  am  satisfied  he  could  not  have  seen  any  such  thing  in  the  length  of 
tJDie  he  was  there,  because  he  was  at  the  window. 

R.  J.  Wilson. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Xotary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Oa, 

W.  A.  MUSE,  for  the  contestee,  sworn : 

Direct  examination  by  Botkin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  In  the  First  Ward  in  this  city  and  county. 

Q.  How  long  have  vou  lived  here?— A.  About  twenty-five  years. 

Q.  What  position  oo  you  hold  in  the  First  Ward? — A.  I  am  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Q.  Are  yon  elected  by  the  people? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  as  a  manager  at  the  First  Ward  in  the  special  election  held 
in  October,  1895,  for  Congressman  ? — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  election  for  peaoeableness  and  quietness  and 
for  the  absence  of  the  presence  of  ftaud? — ^A.  It  was  perfectly  surprising  to  me.  I 
never  saw  a  more  quiet  election  in  my  life.  I  went  there  with  fear  and  trembling, 
not  knowing  but  what  there  might  be  some  disturbance  or  difficulty  during  the  day, 
and  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  it  was  as  q^niet  an  election  as  I  ever  saw  In  my  life. 

Q.  Was  there  any  appearance  or  intimation  of  fraud  or  unfairness? — A.  Not  the 
slightest  that  I  could  see. 

Q.  Where  were  you  located  during  the  election  ? — A.  At  the  white  box.  I  was  at 
the  white  box,  but  I  kept  my  eye  on  both  boxes,  and  could  see  everything  that  was 
going  on.  I  was  not  receiving  ballots  all  the  time:  Mr.  Moore  assisted  me  occasion- 
aDf ,  and  I  could  then  give  my  attention  to  the  other  box  also,  and  see  that  every- 
thing was  conducted  right.  I  never  saw  an  election  conducted  more  fairly,  or 
impartially,  or  quietly  in  my  life. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  repeating,  such  as  say  25  or  30  negroes  in  a  squad  cominff 
tnd  voting  once,  and  then  going  around  and  in  a  few  minutes  coming  right  back 
ftnd  voting  again,  and  still  again,  would  they  or  not  have  been  discovered  by 
yoa?— A.  They  certainly  would,  and  an  objection  raised  to  their  doing  so. 

Q.  Waa  there  any  objection  made  at  all  by  the  Populists  or  by  any  other  person  of 
any  unfairness  or  repeating  being  done? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  and  if  tnere  had 
been  I  think  I  would  have  neard  it. 

Q.  Were  the  Populists  represented  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  who  the  Populist  manager  was  whom  Judge  Eve  appointed  for 
the  First  Ward? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  Mr.  Kent. 

Q.  Did  he  appear? — A.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  recall  who  brought  the  message,  but  the 
meesage  came  to  me  that  Mr.  Kent  was  sick  in  bed. 

Q.  Did  you  endeavor  to  get  another  Populist  to  act  as  manager,  and  with  what 
raccess? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  looked  for  a  Populist  to  act  as  manager,  but  I  could  find  no 
one  around  there  whom  I  thought  a  proper  party  to  put  in  the  position. 

Q.  I  wiU  ask  yon  if  Mr.  Oliver  Doolittle  was  not  asked  to  serve,  and  he  said  he 
vis  not  competent? — A.  He  was  not  asked  by  me;  he  may  have  been  by  Mr.  Rob- 
ert wn. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  select  to  act  as  manager? — ^A.  Mr.  James  W.  Moore. 

Q.  What  standing  has  Mr.  Moore  in  this  community?— A.  Very  high;  he  is  known 
by  everybody,  is  a  good  peaceable  citizen,  and  no  objection  could  be  raised  to  him 
by  anybody  who  knows  him. 
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Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  he  is  not  considered  a  gentleman  of  high  standing  in  this 
community  f — A.  There  are  none  any  more  so. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  L.  Robertson  was  the  other  manager,  you  say  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  in  this  community  f — A.  He  bears  as  nigh  character  si 
any  gentleman  who  ever  came  to  this  city  to  reside.  He  is  a  reliable  man  in  the 
community,  and  is  so  looked  upon  by  the  people. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  J.  L.  Cartledge  there  at  the  First  Ward  that  day  f — ^A.  I  did  for 
a  few  minutes.  I  saw  him  there  with  a  memorandum  book  or  papers  in  his  hand, 
and  he  came  up  to  the  window  and  asked  what  the  number  of  votes  wais.  Further 
than  that  I  know  nothing  of  his  presence  there,  though  it  strikes  me  that  for  some 
oause  he  disappeared,  and  I  don't  think  he  came  back  again. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  at  the  polls  there  at  that  timef — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief  twenty  minutes;  perhaps  half  an  hour. 

.    Q.  Did  you  see  bim  there  at  any  time  except  the  few  minutes  when  he  came  to  the 
window  and  asked  the  number  of  votes  f — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  became  of  him  when  he  left  the  window  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  at  the  window  getting  this  information f — ^A.  One  or  two 
minutes. 

Q.  When  you  say  he  may  have  been  there  half  an  hour,  that  is  only  a  guess  f— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  saw  him  moving  about  in  front  of  the  voting  place  for  fifteen 
«r  twentv  minutes. 

Q.  Did.  you  hear  any  remark,  or  was  there  any  talk  made  there  about  the  time  he 
left  the  window  about  a  difficulty  at  the  Second  Ward  that  may  have  caoaed  him  to 
leave  f — A.  I  didn't  hear  it  at  the  time,  but  afterwards  I  heard  some  of  them  laugh- 
ing, and  when  1  questioned  them  I  understood  some  such  remark  had  been  made. 

Q.  Is  he  a  reporter  for  any  paper  f — ^A.  I  think  I  heard  him  say  he  was  the  reporter 
for  the  Tribune. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  paper  is  that  in  this  commnnity  f — ^A.  I  don't  know ;  I  don't  take 
it,  or  read  it,  or  know  anything  about  it,  except  that  I  see  boys  distribating  it  in 
my  end  of  town  occasionally. 

Q.  It  is  known  as  a  Populist  paper  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Cartledge  says  that  he  voted  early  in  the  morning  at  the  Twelve  hundred 
and  sixty-ninth  district,  then  got  on  an  electric  car  and  came  immediately  to  (he 
First  Ward  polls,  and  there  he  remained,  he  says,  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  sad 
that  while  there  he  observed  a  squad  of  25  or  30  colored  men  come  to  the  polls  and 
vote  and  then  retire,  and  in  a  few  minutes  come  up  and  rote  again,  and  that  he  saw 
them  do  this  three  times  within  this  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  that  he  remained  st 
the  polls.  I  will  ask  you  if  such  a  thing  occurred  while  he  was  theref — A.  No,  sir; 
it  positively  did  not. 

Q.  If  such  a  thing,  or  anything  like  it,  had  occurred,  would  yon  or  not  have  seen 
itf — A.  I  certainly  would.  I  do  not  consider  myself  tied  to  the  ballot  box  by  being 
a  manager  of  the  election ;  and  I  looked  about  as  much  at  the  colored  box  as  I  did  st 
the  white,  and  if  there  had  been  anything  that  even  looked  wrong  it  should  never 
have  been  perpetrated  there,  and  nothing  of  the  kind  was  perpetrated.  I  am  satis- 
fied the  gentleman  is  mistaken. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  all  the  ballots  that  were  presented  by  the  voters  were  prop- 
erly received  and  deposited,  and  if,  when  the  voting  was  over^  they  were  all  properly 
and  correctly  counted  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  counting  of  the  ballots? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  opportunity  or  possibility  of  there  not  being  a  fair  count f^ 
A.  Not  in  the  least;  it  was  an  utter  impossibility.  My  duty  there  was  to  see  that 
there  should  be  a  fair  election  and  a  fair  count. 

Q.  Then,  is  there  any  justification  whatever  for  the  remotest  hint  that  the  vote 
was  not  fairly  deposited  and  the  ballots  fairly  counted  f — A.  Not  the  leaat  in  the 
First  Ward.    Everything  there  was  as  fair  as  it  could  possibly  be. 

Q.  Of  course  you  don't  know  what  happened  at  any  of  the  wards  that  day  other 
than  the  First  Ward f— A.  No,  sir;  I  was  at  the  First  Ward  all  day. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  how  many  lists  of  voters  were  fhmished  you  there  at  your 
wardf — A.  One  at  each  box. 

Q.  Was  that  allf — A.  Yes,  sir.    There  were  parties  on  the  outside  who  had  lists. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Augusta  f — ^A.  From  1871  to 
the  present  time. 

Q.  Are  you  a  native  of  Georgia  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  bom  in  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  the  First  Wardf— A.  Three 
years. 

Q.  Were  you  elected  by  the  people  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  is  your  first  termf — A.  les,  sir;  I  am  now  on  the  fourth  year  of  my  first 
term. 
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Q.  Is  the  office  you  hold  your  main  hasinese  or  only  basineBsf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that 
ii  all  I  have. 

<j.  Were  yoa  selected  by  Judge  Eve  to  assist  in  condnctinff  that  election  f — A.  No, 
sir.  My  understanding  was  that  I  was  appointed  by  Judge  Eve  to  conduct  the  elec- 
tion, and  these  other  sentlemen  appointed  to  assist  we. 

Q.  Your  principal  business  there  was  to  aMsist  Mr.  Moore  in  receiving  the  white 
votes  and  in  superintending  mainly  the  white  box? — A.  Well, I  don't  know  about 
that.  I  consider  the  duty  or  the  manager  in  control  of  an  election  precinct  to  be  to 
supervise  the  whole  election,  one  box  as  much  as  another. 

Q.  If  yon  were  engaged  in  taking  tickets  at  one  box  just  at  that  time  you  could 
not  do  much  in  the  way  of  sux)ervising  the  other  box,  could  youf — A.  No,  sir;  except 
to  cast  his  eye  over  there. 

Q.  What  was  the  vote  polled  there  that  dayf — A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Something  like  700  or  800 f—A.  I  really  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  complaints  made  to  you,  you  would  have  been  powerless 
St  that  time  to  have  done  anything? — A.  I  would  have  taken  a  note  of  the  voter. 

Q.  Yon  oould  not  possibly  have  remedied  it  at  that  time? — A.  I  would  have  com- 
Dianded  the  peace. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  complaints  of  repeating,  you  would  simply  have  made 
ft  note  of  it? — A.  If  I  had  seen  any  repeating  going  on,  it  should  have  been  stopped. 
That  wan  my  business,  and  that  in  the  duty  of  a  magistrate  in  charge  of  an  election. 

(^.  Suppose  then*  were  a  lot  of  people  engMged  in  a  6ght  in  front  of  the  polls;  you 
conld  not  have  stopped  it? — A.  Except  t-o  command  the  peace  and  ask  that  they  be 
tnested. 

Q.  If  some  man  had  come  to  yon  and  said  that  some  other  man  had  voted  twice, 
yoo  conld  not  have  done  nuytliing?— A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Yon  conld  not  have  gone  in  the  box  and  taken  out  that  ballot? — A.  No,  sir. 
No.  sir;  but  I  could  have  made  a  check  at  the  side  of  the  name  for  further  reference. 

C^.  ^  that  you  were  really  powerless  that  day  as  manager  to  correct  any  irregu- 
larities?— A.  I  oould  have  stopped  them. 

Q.  You  say  you  went  there  with  fear  and  trembling.  What  did  you  mean  by 
that?->A.  Simply  this:  I  was  not  a  mauaj^er  at  the  previous  election;  on  that  occa- 
sion I  was  left  out.  Yon  know  from  the  papers  that  there  was  fighting  and  con- 
fusion in  some  portions  of  the  city,  particularly  in  the  Fifth  Ward.  I  feared  the 
same  thing  mignt  be  done  in  other  wards  of  the  city,  and  by  reason  of  that  fear  I 
did  not  want  to  go  to  the  polls.  All  those  gentlemen  in  that  crowd  in  front  of  the 
polls  were  my  frienda,  Populists  as  well  as  Democrats.  I  knew  all  of  them  standing 
oat  there.  *  Mot  a  word  of  objection  was  raised  so  far  as  I  conld  hear.  When  any  of 
tbem  got  tired  and  wished  to  leave  I  believe  they  walked  away  from  those  polla 
foelinir  and  believing  that  everything  there  was  going  on  all  right. 

Q.  You  say  year  fear  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  at  previous  elections  the  papers 
had  published  the  fact  that  there  had  been  fights  going  on  at  various  wards  in  the 
city?— A.  No,  sir;  in  the  Fifth  Ward. 

Q.  And  that  there  were  irregularities  in  some  wards  in  the  city? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
did  not  say  that.    If  I  did,  I  retract  it. 

Q.  You  say  the  fear  of  those  things  happening  at  the  First  Ward  caused  you  not 
to  want  to  go  there? — A.  The  fear  of  fighting. 

Q.  Yon  superintended  the  white  box? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  attention  was  directed  there  especially? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  might  have  been  some  things  that  happened  at  the  colored  box  that  you 
did  not  see? — A.  Of  course. 

Q.  It  was  possible  for  the  same  parties  to  have  voted  more  than  once  and  you  not 
we  it?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  are  not  prepared  to  say  this  did  not  oconr?— A.  I  am  prepared  to  say  that 
it  ras  not  possible  for  10,  or  15,  or  20  persons  to  have  repeated  at  that  box  that  day. 

Q.  That  18  your  opinion? — A.  That  is  my  eyesight.  I  exercised  the  same  care  over 
the  colored  box  that  I  did  over  the  white.  It  was  not  a  bit  tronblesome  to  see  both 
boxes. 

(^  A  great  many  gentlemen  have  testified  that  it  was  impof>sib1e  to  recognize  a 
1srg(»  crowd  of  negroes.  If  when  a  crowd  came  u])  to  vote  and  you  were  unable  to 
recognize  the  negroes  and  had  never  seen  them  before,  how  wonld  you  know  the 
negroes  were  not  repeating? — A.  From  the  simple  fact  that  I  did  not  see  those  bodies 
of  men  coming  there  as  stated.    They  would  come  up  two  or  three  at  a  time. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  they  did  pot  repeat  by  ones,  twos,  or  threes? — A. 
1  am  not  prepared  to  swear  that  some  did  not  do  so  in  one  or  two  instances  possibly. 
But  I  want  to  say  that  no  continued  or  continuous  repeating  took  place  at  either  of 
the  boxes  at  the  First  Ward  on  that  day.  I  don't  suppose  it  is  possible  for  an  elec- 
tion to  take  place  anywhere  or  at  any  time  but  that  some  man  among  a  thousand 
may  repeat. 

Q.  Is  it  not  entirely  possible  for  a  voter  to  come  up  and  vote  in  the  name  of  some 
party  other  than  himself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  any  that  iastances  of  that  kind  did  not  happen  during  the 
dayf — A.  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  in  a  particular  instance  where  it  was  trim  at 
my  instance  the  ballot  was  torn  up  and  thrown  out  at  the  colored  hox  that  day. 
There  were  two  instances  at  the  colored  box  where  a  party  would  try  to  vote  in  the 
name  of  some  other  man  and  who  had  voted  already. 

Q.  Some  man  would  come  up  and  vote  in  a  certain  name;  later  on  another  man 
would  come  up  and  attempt  to  vote  in  the  same  namef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  those  cases  you  had  the  ballot  torn  upf — A    Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  cases  where  you  knew  which  of  the  voters  was  not  the  correct 
manf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  it? — A.  It  was  the  first  voter. 

Q.  Would  you  know  the  second  voter? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  he  would  not  griveme 
time  to  say  anything  to  him.  I  would  say  ''  bold  ou  there,"  and  he  would  disappear 
immediately  in  the  crowd.  That  happened  in  two  or  more  cases.  If  my  recollection 
serves  me  right,  we  did  not  vote  the  full  strength  of  the  colored  list  in  that  ward, 
which  is  one  of  the  hest  evidences  that  there  was  no  great  deal  of  repeating  going 
on  there  that  day,  I  think. 

Q.  Were  there  more  than  ten  colored  names  left  on  the  list  when  yon  got  through  f~ 
A.  Myimpresslon  is  there  were  only  nine. 

Q.  Then  you  did  vote  nearly  your  colored  strength? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  how  many  votes  Mr.  Watson  received  there  that  day? — A.  No, 
sir;  I  don't  remember  how  many  either  received.  I  paid  no  especial  attention  to 
that.  , 

Q.  Yon  hold  office  under  a  Democratic  administration? — A.  I  am  elected  by  Popa- 
lists  as  well  as  Democrats. 

Q.  The  State  is  Democratic,  and  Richmond  County  is  Democratic ? — A.  Yes,  sir: 
but  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  county  government  of  Richmond.  I  do  hold  it 
under  the  Democratic  administration  of  the  State. 

Q.  The  county  officers  of  Richmond  are  all  Democratic,  are  they  not? — ^A.  Yet, 
sir:  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  vou  see  a  colored  man  attempt  to  vote  there  that  day  in  the  name  of  A.  J. 
Renkl? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  colored  people  attempt  to  vote  in  the  name  of  white  people?— 
A.  None.  When  you  speak  of  my  holding  office,  I  will  state  that  I  was  elected  by 
members  of  various  parties,  but  am  commissioned  by  a  Democratic  governor. 

Redirect  examination  by  Botkin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  First  Ward  was  practically  unanimous  for  Mi^or  Black  ?~ 
A.  That  is  my  recollection. 
Q.  There  are  very  few  Populists,  or  Watson  men,  in  that  ward? — A.  Yea,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  know  that  even  before  the  election? — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

William  A.  Muse. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Bajkrow, 
Notary  Public,  Bichmond  County,  6a. 

J.  L.  ROBERTSON,  for  the  oontestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  Augusta,  Ga. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  here? — A.  In  the  neighborhood  of  twenty  years. 

Q.  What  position  do  you  occupy  ? — A.  I  am  secretory  of  the  Langley  Manufac- 
turing Company,  of  Langley,  S  C.     Our  offices  are  here  in  Augusta. 

Q.  Is  that  one  of  the  largest  industrial  plant-s  in  this  section  of  the  country?— A. 
I  think  it  is  the  largest,  with  our  new  adciition. 

Q.  Do  you  occupy  any  other  position ?~A.  Yes,  sir;  I  hold  a  position  under  the 
Southeastern  Tariff  Association  in  Augusta,  and  as  such  I  pass  upon  all  the  rates  of 
insurance  and  make  rates  whenever  necessary.  I  am  also  a  member  of  the  county 
board  of  education. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  First  Ward  in  the  capacity  of  a  manager  at  the  special 
election  for  Congress  in  October,  1895? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  At  which  box  were  you  a  manaser? — A.  I  managed  the  colored  box. 

Q.  Who  were  your  comanagers? — A.  Mr.  Muse  was  the  other  manager.  A  man  by 
the  name  of  Kent  was  appointed  to  act,  but  he  did  not  show  up  at  aU. 

Q.  Was  anybody  appointed  in  his  place?— A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  J.  W.  Moore. 

Q.  Who  is  he? — A.  A  man  of  high  social  position  and  irreproachable  standing  in 
the  community.    His  is  one  of  the  oldest  famUiee  in  Augusta. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  election? — A.  It  was  the  most  quiet  election  I 
ever  saw. 

Q.  For  fairness  and  impartiality,  what  was  the  character  of  it?^A.  I  did  not  see 
anything  at  all  impartial  or  unfair. 
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Q.  Were  anv  complaints  made  by  anyone  to  the  managers  as  to  any  nnfaimessf — 
A  None  at  all. 

Q.  Was  there  any  intimidation  nsedf — A.  No,  sir;  none  at  all.  There  was  not  a 
cfaallenffe  the  whole  day  of  anv  voter,  or  anything  of  the  kind. 

Q.  \^at  was  yoor  position  lor  favorably  seeing  and  observing  the  progress  of  the 
election  and  detecting  any  repeating  or  other  unfair  or  firaadnlent  practice  that  day 
on  the  part  of  colored  voters  f — A.  i  think  I  was  very  well  qualified  for  it,  as  I  was 
rij^ht  by  the  window  the  whole  day. 

Q.  Did  yon  receive  the  ballots? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  generally  familiar  with  the  voting  population  of  that  ward — white  and 
colored f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  a  great  many  of  them.  I  know  a  great  many  of  the 
Denoes,  bnt  not  all. 

Q.  Would  yon,  or  not,  regard  yonr  position  and  experience  such  as  to  enable  yon 
to  be  better  qualified  to  see  anything  of  that  character  than  any  other  man  down 
there  f — A.  I  think  it  would ;  anyway,  equally  as  well  as  any  other  man  in  the  ward, 
if  not  better. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  L.  Cartledge  says  that  early  in  the  morning  he  voted  at  the  twelve  hun- 
dieid  and  sixty-ninth  district  polls,  then  got  on  an  electric  car  which  passes  right  by 
the  First  Ward  voting  precinct  and  came  directly  to  that  voting  preoinct.  and 
remained  there  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes;  that  while  he  was  there  he  saw  a 
iqaad  of  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  colored  men  come  np  and  vote  once  at  the  box 
joQ  were  presiding  over,  then  retire  and  in  a  few  minutes  come  np  and  vote  agidn 
and  then  retire,  and  in  a  few  minutes  come  up  and  vote  again,  repeating  three  dif- 
ferent times  within  a  few  minutes.  I  will  asK  you  what  you  have  to  say  to  that 
statement  as  to  its  truth  f — ^A.  I  don't  know  anything  in  the  world  at  all  about  it;  I 
never  noticed  anythinur  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Are  yon  prepared  to  say  that  did  not  occur f — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief  it  did  not. 

Q.  Could  such  a  thing  have  occurred  in  the  way  described  and  yon  not  have 
detected  itf — A.  It  conlcf  not  have  occurred. 

Q.  Did  yon  detect  any  such  thing  or  any  signs  of  itf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  Mr.  Cartledge  there  that  morning f — ^A.  I  would  not  know  him  if  I 
were  to  see  him.    1  have  heard  of  him,  but  I  have  no  acquaintance  with  him. 

Q.  Were  all  of  the  ballots  presented  and  allowed  by  the  managers  properly  received 
and  deposited  and  fairly  counted? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  to  that  positively? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  Yonr  business  life  has  been  such  that  you  have  engaged  very  little  in  politics? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  have  been  very  active  in  politics.  I  have  never  been  a  ward  politician 
or  anything  of  that  kind,  but  1  have  run  for  office  and  got  beat  to. 

Q.  Yon  were  the  manager  at  the  colored  box  in  this  special  election? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  received  the  ballots? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  During  the  first  few  hours  or  minutes  of  that  election  the  clerks  received  the 
ballots  at  that  box,  d  id  they  not  f — A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  did  not  get  in  until  a  few 
minates  late.  Mr.  Calhoun  was  sworn  in  in  my  place,  and  theu  in  about  five  min- 
QtM  I  came  in  and  took  my  place 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  in  f — A.  I  was. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Calhoun  was  relieved? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Muse,  justice  of  the  peace,  says  he  went  to  that  election  with  fear  and 
trembling,  and  went  on  to  explain  that  the  occurrence  of  a  riot  at  another  polling 
place  in  a  previous  election  induced  that  feeling.  Did  you  have  any  such  feeling  as 
that f— A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  been  accustomed  to  that  kind  of  feeling;  I  see  no 
clause  for  it  at  all  in  the  First  Ward. 

Q.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  colored  voters  in  the  First  Ward? — A.  Tol- 
erably well. 

Q.  Do  you  know  their  names  and  faces? — A.  Quite  a  number  of  them.  Some  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  Aft  a  matter  of  fact,  confined  as  you  are  to  business,  your  opportunities  for 
bowing  a  great  many  of  them  is  not  very  good? — A.  1  am  not  so  closely  confined  to 
boiiness  as  you  might  imagine;  I  am  pretty  much  master  of  my  own  time.  I  very 
j^nerally  get  through  all  the  duties  of  my  office  by  half  past  2  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, nnless  it  is  an  extraordinary  occasion.  Sometimes  I  go  over  to  the  mill  and  am 
l^De  all  day. 

Q.  You  have  not  got  anything  like  an  intimate  acquaintance  among  the  colored 
voters?— A.  I  know  a  great  many  of  them. 

(j.  There  are  a  great  many  that  you  don't  know? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  yon  don't  know  their  names  or  faces? — A.  Of  course  there  are  a  number. 
I  laow  a  great  many  of  them,  though. 

Q.  Were  there  quite  a  number  of  voters  there  who  attempted  to  vote  in  the  names 
of  people  who  had  already  voted? — ^A.  I  did  not  recognize  any  at  all. 
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Q.  Do  yon  recollect  an  occurrence  like  this,  that  a  voter  would  come  up  and 
attempt  to  vote  and,  upon  examination  of  the  list,  the  managers  would  find  that  the 
name  nad  already  been  voted  f — A.  Only  In  one  or  two  casee.  They  were  not  allowed 
to  YOte. 

Q.  What  would  yon  do  with  their  ballots  f — A.  Hand  the  ballots  back  to  them. 

Q.  Did  Judge  Muse  destroy  those  ballots  f — A.  I  was  at  one  window  and  he  was  at 
the  other.    I  received  the  ballots  at  the  colored  box. 

Q.  In  case  of  attempted  irregularity  like  that  you  would  pass  the  ballot  back  to 
the  voter  f — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  a  voter  who  attempted  to  vote  in  the  name  of  A.J.  Renkit— 
A.  No,  sir;  no  white  man  voted  at  our  box  at  all  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  How  many  instances  of  that  kind  do  you  recollect? — A.  Possibly  one  or  two; 
no  more  than  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  instances  where  a  voter  would  come  up  and  attempt  to  vote, 
would  pass  you  his  ticket,  the  clerk  or  yourself  would  call  out  ''All  right,**  and  tlie 
voter  would  depart,  and  after  the  voter  was  gone  yon  would  discover  what  you  con- 
sidered an  irregularity  and  would  destroy  the  ticket  f — A.  Not  that  I  know  uf. 

Q.  Did  the  clerks  handle  the  ballots  when  you  began  to  count  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  of  Richmond 
County  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  here  in  the  campaigns  of  1892  and  1894  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  those  elections  f — A.  I  voted. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  at  the  polls  any  length  of  timef — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  irregularities  at  those  elections  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have,  I  presume,  not  a  great  deal  to  do  with  politics? — A.  No,  sir. 

You  are  not  familiar  with  the  methods? — A.  Well,  I  have  been  quite  smart  in 
mt  I  am  not  a  politician. 

Q.  You  are  not  up  on  it?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  now  many  votes  were  polled  that  day? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  how  many  for  either  candidate? — A.  No,  sir:  I  made  no  memorandum  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  contribute  to  the  campaign  fund  of  1892, 1894,  or  1895?— A.  No,  sir. 

James  L.  Robertsok. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Xotary  FubliCf  Richmond  Ccunf^,  Ga. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  January  24,  1896. 

Friday,  January  24, 1896. 

Present  for  contestant,  J.  T.  West,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  J.  R.  Liamar,  esq., 
and  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

W.  H.  NURNBERGER,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  In  this  city  and  county. 

Q.  How  long  nave  you  lived  in  Augusta? — A.  Since  1878. 

Q.  What  business  have  you  been  in  ? — A.  Retail  groceries. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  that  business? — A.  Since  1879  or  1880. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hold  any  office  of  trust  or  honor  under  the  city  council  of 
Augusta? — A.  I  was  a  commissioner  of  police  for  five  years.  I  now  have  the  posi* 
tion  of  assessor  of  realty  in  my  ward. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  special  election  for  Congressman  in  October,  1895 f—A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  located  that  day? — A.  In  the  First  Ward. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  at  the  polls? — A.  Off  and  on.  I  was  there  all  day. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  polls? — A.  I  was  at  the  white  box  the  ontire  time. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  colorea  box  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  want  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  J.  L.  Cartledge  claims 
to  have  been  there  and  to  nave  seen  you  bringing  squads  of  negro  voters  up  to  the 
polls  and  voting  them  and  then  taking  them  away,  and  to  ask  you  as  to  the  correctness 
of  that  statement  ? — A.  I  take  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  First  Ward  politics,  snd  we 
have  been  trying  to  draw  the  line  down,  as  far  as  Populists  and  Democrats  were  con- 
cerned, in  our  primaries.  We  heard  that  the  members  of  the  A.  P.  A.  were  going  to 
vote  for  Tom  Watson,  and  I  stayed  there  to  see  how  many  of  them  would  do  m>.  I 
saw  Mr.  Cartledge  there,  I  think,  in  the  morning  awhile.  Somebody  said  there  was 
a  fight  in  the  Second  Ward,  and  he  went  off  immediately. 

.  Q.  How  long  would  you  say  he  was  there? — A.  I  just  saw  him  there  for  a  minnte 
or  so,  and  somebody  said  there  was  a  disturbance  at  the  Second  Ward  polls  and  he 
left  at  once.    He  came  by  there  about  2  o'clock,  and  Mr.  L.  J.  Miller  came  up  to  Tote, 
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and  somebody  handed  him  a  Democratic  ticket  and  be  refhsed  it.  Cartled^e  handed 
him  a  Populist  ticket  and  he  took  it  and  voted  it.  Some  boy.  I  suppose  about  16  or 
18  years  of  age,  said,  ''We  will  boycott  your  mill."  I  callea  Cartledge's  attention 
to  the  statement  at  that  time  and  told  him  not  to  put  that  in  his  paper,  as  it  was  not 
the  sentiment  of  the  people  down  there  at  all,  and  not  to  put  it  in  his  paper  or  try  to 
make  political  capital  out  of  it,  and  he  said  he  would  not.  That  evening  the  paper 
came  out  and  said,  "W.  H.  Numberger  and  other  prominent  Democrats  said  thev 
would  boycott  the  mill  of  Mr.  L.  J.  Miller  because  be  voted  the  Populist  ticket.'' 
That  was  a  lie  on  its  face.  I  wrote  Mr.  Cartledge  a  note  and  asked  him  to  correct 
that  statement,  and  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  do  so  I  would  thrash  the  life  out  of 
him.  That  uisht  I  went  up  to  The  Chronicle  office  to  get  the  returns  and  met  him 
and  this  man  Henning  coming  out  of  the  building.  I  caught  Cartledee  in  the  collar 
and  told  him  I  wanted  him  to  correct  that  article,  and  both  he  and  Henning  said 
they  woald  correct  it  at  once. 

Q.  Yon  say  this  remark  was  made  bv  a  boy  about  17  years  of  agef — A.  He  was 
nothing  but  a  boy  of  16  or  17  years  of  age.  The  crowd  bantered  Mr.  Miller  a  little, 
and  I  told  Mr.  Cartledge  not  to  publish  that,  as  it  was  not  the  sentiment  of  the  peo- 
ple iu  that  ward  at  all ;  that  Mr.  Miller  could  vote  as  he  pleased. 
Q.  YoD  say  you  were  stationed  at  the  white  box  the  entire  timef — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  for  thn  purpose  of  finding  out  what  white  people  ought  not  to  be  entitled 
to  vote  in  your  Democratic  primaries  in  that  wardf — A.  That  was  one  reason. 

<j.  Whai  truth  is  there  in  the  statement  that  you  brought  negroes  up  to  the  polls 
and  voted  themf — A.  I  say  that  is  a  lie.  I  did  not  carry  a  single  negro  up  to  vote 
daring  the  entire  day. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  while  you  were  there  that  day  f — A.  I 
did  not. 

Q.  You  were  at  the  polls  the  mo<4t  of  the  day? — A.  I  presume  I  lost  a  couple  of 
hoars  going  back  and  forth  to  my  business,  but  I  wa^  at  the  polls  for  the  most  of  the 
time. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  as  to  the  length  of  time  that  Mr.  Cartledge  was  at  the 
polls? — ^A.  I  might  not  have  seen  him  when  he  first  came  up,  but  when  somebody 
•poke  of  a  difficulty  at  the  court-house  he  left. 

Q.  Was  there  a  good-sized  crowd  of  negroes  around  the  polls  all  day? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
comin^r  and  going,  antil  about  half  past  2  or  3  o'clock. 

Q.  Mr.  Cartledge  also  states  that  he  had  a  conversation  with  yon  iu  which  you 
•tated  that  all  the  negroes  on  the  list  had  voted  except  three.  Did  you  tell  him 
that?— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  yon  tell  him  anything  like  that? — A.  No,  sir.  I  saw  him  a  day  or  two  after 
I  heard  he  had  sworn  that,  and  I  said,  ''Cartledge,  1  want  you  to  go  down  there  and 
correct  that  testimony  of  yours,  because  you  know  very  well  I  did  not  tell  ^ou  that." 
He  said,  '*  I  thought  you  (lid."  I  said,  "  You  have  no  right  to  think  about  it.''  I  saw 
him  on  yesterday,  and  he  said,  "Can  yon  recollect  anybody  else  down  there  that 
heard  that?"  I  said,  "No."  He  said,  "1  might  be  doing  yon  wrong,  but  I  thought 
you  said  it." 

Q.  Did  he  undertake  to  correct  the  statement? — A.  Only  in  that  half-handed 
manner. 
Q.  Do  yon  know  how  many  negroes  did  not  vote  there  ? — A.  I  do  not. 
Q.  Were  you  at  the  ne^ro  window  at  all? — A.  No,  sir;  and  I  was  not  in  a  position 
to  know  anything;  about  it.     I  was  at  the  white  box  the  entire  day. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Cartledge? — A.  I  have  known  Mr.  Cartledge 
ever  since  that  Populist  paper  started,  aud  even  before  that ;  ever  since  Henning 
first  starttfd  The  Wool  Hat. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  about  Mr.  Cartledge's  statements,  in  view  of  what  yon 
know  about  him? — A.  If  Mr.  Cartledge  swore  that  I  brought  negroes  up  to  vote,  and 
said  that  I  told  him  that  all  of  the  negroes  had  voted  but  three,  and  if  he  published 
that  Miller  boycott  matter,  I  would  not  believe  him  on  his  oath. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Caitledge's  reputation  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives? — 
A.  I  do. 

Q.  How  do  the  people  regard  him? — A.  I  don't  think  he  is  regarded  as  a  truthful 
man. 

Q.  Would  yon  believe  him  on  his  oath  ? — A.  Not  after  he  swore  those  things,  I 
would  not. 

9*  What  sort  of  an  election  was  it  down  there  at  the  First  Ward? — A.  It  was  as 
quiet  an  election  as  I  ever  saw  in  my  life. 
Q.  Were  there  any  disturbances  or  fights,  or  anything  of  that  sort? — A.  Not  at  all. 
Q.  Were  there  any  violations  of  the  law  of  any  kind? — A.  Not  that  I  could  see. 
Q.  Did  yon  hear  any  complaints  about  anything  going  on  wrong? — A.  No,  sir. 
One  or  two  people  came  up  to  vote  for  Mr.  Watson  and  could  not  get  any  tickets, 
and  had  to  go  to  the  court-house  for  a  ticket  and  then  come  back  and  vote.     Mr. 
Watson  had  no  champions  down  there. 
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Q.  Something  has  been  said  here  about  negroes  being  carried  into  csertain  rendez- 
vous or  yards  near  the  polls.  Will  you  state  what  was  the  custom  in  the  First  Ward, 
and  especially  in  reference  to  some  witnesses  who  have  testified  in  this  case  in  behalf 
of  Mr.  Watson f — A.  They  always  have  headquarters  at  every  election  I  have  ever 
aeen  down  there. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  custom — in  fact,  as  long  as  your  experience  in  politics  kms 
back — in  that  respectf — A.  They  always  have  them.  They  always  try  to  get  them 
Just  as  near  to  the  polls  as  possible,  because  the  idea  is  the  first  man  to  the  poUs  in  the 
morniuju:  has  his  Hue  fonued  in  order  to  vote,  and  the  other  party  sometimes  geti 
demoralized  and  break  up.  If  yon  have  a  pretty  good  column  in  line,  jou  sometimeB 
demoralize  the  other  side. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  I  believe  you  are  a  Democrat? — A.  I  am;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  voted  for  Major  Black  in  all  his  elections f — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  of  them. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  live  before  you  came  heref — A.  In  South  Carolina. 

Q.  What  year  did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  came  here  inf — A.  In  1878  or  1879. 
I  married  here  in  1881. 

Q.  What  part  of  South  Carolina  did  you  live  inf — A.  Right  across  the  river.  I 
oame  from  Hamburg,  Aiken  County. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  were  in  Hamburg  during  all  those  reconstruction  times  f—A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  was  there  in  1876. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  time  of  the  Hamburg  riotf — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  in  Boston 
at  that  time.     I  was  in  Hamburg  at  the  time  of  the  Ellenton  riot. 

Q.  You  were  not  in  the  riotf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  been  an  ardent  Democrat  all  these  yearsf  — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  always 
been  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Did  you  take  an  active  part  in  the  Hampton  campaign f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  one  of  the  "Ked  shirt  bo.vsf  " — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  in  close  touch  with  the  Democracy  at  that  time f— A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  And  with  its  methods  at  that  timef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  here  and  took  part  in  the  Congressional  elections  of  1S&2  and  1891  f^ 
A.  I  Tot4'd  at  those  elections. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  the  polls  on  those  dates f — A.  Yes,  sir;  generally. 

Q.  In  1892  where  were  youf— A.  At  the  First  Ward. 

Q.  Doing  the  same  thing  as  you  did  in  this  last  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  fa  1894 f -A.  Generally,  in  the  First  Ward. 

Q.  How  were  things  run  in  1892  and  1894  down  there f — A.  I  never  saw  anything 
wrong.    Everything  was  all  right. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating  of  votes  at  all  iu  1892  f — A.  I  don't  recollect  seeing 

•ny. 

Q.  If  you  had  known  there  was  repeating  you  would  recollect  itf  ~A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
•appose  I  would. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  bnyin<7  votes  or  paying  money  for  voters  at  that  timef — A.  No, 
sir;  I  saw  people  paid  for  their  day's  work. 

Q.  Where  would  they  be  paid  atf  — A.  They  would  be  paid  at  the  meeting  the 
night  before.  For  instance,  there  would  be  .5  or  6  men,  and  they  would  say,  ''We 
want  you  on  the  committee  of  workers  to-morrow/' 

Q.  When  would  that  bef — A.  Possibly  three  or  four  days  before  the  election. 

Q.  They  would  promise  to  pay  them  sometimes  f — A.  They  would  pay  them  for 
their  time. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the  colored  workers  at  this  last  elec- 
tion f — A.  No,  sir.  I  gave  my  entire  attention  to  the  white  box.  I  had  an  object  in 
view.  When  we  had  our  Democratic  primary  down  in  the  First  Ward,  we  had  the 
name  of  every  man  who  voted  for  Mr.  Watson,  and  we  refused  to  allow  those  people 
to  participate  in  the  primary  and  it  broke  up  the  meeting.  We  did  not  think  the 
Populists  should  participate  in  our  Democratic  primaries.  If  they  wanted  to  vote 
for  our  candidate,  we  were  willing,  but  they  had  no  right  to  come  iu  and  join  with 
ns  in  nominating  a  candidate.  That  was  in  the  primary  since  the  national  election, 
for  a  member  of  council. 

Q.  Who  ran  in  your  ward  for  a  member  of  council? — A.  Mr.  George  Lamback. 

Q.  Was  there  any  opposition f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  some  aisaip^reement  as  to  allowing  those  persons  who  had  voted  for 
Mr.  Watson  to  participate  in  your  primary? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  marked  every  man  a  Populist  who  was  regarded  as  being  an  A.  P.  A.f— 
A.  No,  sir;  all  the  A.  P.  A.'s  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Some  of  them  voted  for  Mi^or  Black f — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  few. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  any  hand  in  paying  those  men  on  the  day  of  election  the  last 
timef — A.  No,  sir;  nor  after  the  election  or  prior  to  the  election. 

Q.  Well,  in  1894 f— A.  I  don't  remember  whether  that  was  in  1894  or  1892. 
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Q.  Did  yoa  pay  any  of  them  for  their  work  in  1892  or  1894  f — ^A.  I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  in  1892  or  1894. 

Q.  Where  were  they  paidf — A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Was  the  money  famished  by  youf — A.  No,  sir.    I  contributed  some  toward  it. 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  all  this  evidence  in  reference  to  the  elections  of  1892 
and  1891  as  being  irrelevant  to  this  issue.) 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  mach  you  contributed  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  contribute 
anythinff  for  1894. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  dispensing  of  whisk v  on  election  days  in  1892  or  1894  f — A.  I 
have  never  seen  whisky  dispensed  around  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Where  was  the  rendezvous  in  the  First  Ward  on  the  day  of  the  election! — A.  It 
was  back  in  an  alley  where  they  would  meet. 

Q.  Was  it  in  an  inclosed  place  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q    Were  you  ever  in  there  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  there  f — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  It  was  a  Democratf — A.  I  presume  it  was. 

Q.  Yon  went  in  there f — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  in  there  the  entire  day. 

Q.  Were  you  in  there  during  the  elections  of  1892  or  1894  f — A.  I  don't  think  we 
had  the  same  place.  I  think  possibly  in  1894  I  may  have  gone  back  there  once  or 
twice. 

Q.  But  you  were  not  familiar  with  the  workings  in  those  places? — A.  Yes,  sir;  1 
knew  as  a  general  thing  what  was  going  on. 

Q.  What  was  itf — A.  They  had  ham  sandwiches  and  coifee  and  bread  for  the  men. 
A  man  would  vote  and  come  back  in  there  and  get  something  to  eat,  and  then  go  on 
ftbout  his  business. 

Q.  Yoa  don't  know  whether  they  paid  them  any  money  in  there  in  1895  f — A.  t 
don't  know  anvthing  about  what  happened  in  there  in  1895. 

Q.  Well,  in  1892  or  1894  f— A.  I  don't  think  they  did.  In  fact,  I  am  positive  they 
did  not. 

Q.  Where  would  they  pay  themf — A.  I  don't  remember.  We  would  have  meetings 
before  the  election  and  would  want  this  negro  or  that  negro  on  the  working  commit- 
tee, and  some  of  them  would  get  $1  per  day  and  some  would  get  $2  per  day.  We 
would  pay  them  for  their  day's  work. 

Q.  You  would  pay  them  what  you  thought  them  worth f— A.  Yes,  sir;  the  men  on 
the  committee. 

Q.  Would  you  give  them  money  to  pay  Individual  voters  to  come  to  the  polls  that 
dayf— A.  We  would  not. 

Q.  In  some  of  those  years,  would  thev  not  give  them  checks  or  due  bills  to  be  pre- 
lented  afterwards  f— A.  They  did  in  1892. 

Q.  Were  those  given  to  them  at  the  ballot  boxf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  they  given  to  themf — A.  Down  town  at  the  meeting. 

Q.  What  was  given  themf — ^A.  A  dollar  for  their  day's  work. 

Q.  Where  were  those  tickets  cashed  atf — A.  I  don't  recollect.  I  know  I  was  not 
the  paymaster. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  nothing  wrong  in  the  election  of  1892  or  1894  f — A.  I  don't 
recollect  seeing  anything  wrong  at  all. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  what  happened  in  this  rendezvous  in  the  election  of  1895, 
because  you  were  not  in  there  f — A.  Exactly. 

Q.  And  in  1892  and  1894  yon  don't  recollect  what  happened  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Could  you,  from  where  you  were  at  the  white  box.  see  what  was  going  on  at 
the  colored  boxf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  could.  I  was  standing  there  checking  oft  the  white 
people  as  they  voted. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  some  negroes  attempting  to  vote  some  names  that  had 
already  been  voted  f — A.  I  don't  recollect  anything  about  that.     I  was  not  there. 

Q.  You  could  not  say  it  was  or  was  not  tried,  I  presume f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  business  practically  suspended  on  election  days  f — A.  Not  generally ;  no, 
sir. 

Q.  Would  not  they  shut  up  their  stores f — A.  No,  sir;  not  in  1895.  I  never  closed 
on  election  day  in  my  life. 

Q.  This  matter  of  paying  a  negro  $1  for  bis  time,  was  not  that  really  a  method  of 
paying  him  for  coming  out  and  voting  for  your  candidate f — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  not. 

Q.  Was  not  that  to  induce  him  to  come  out? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  It  was  an  inducement  to  him  to  vote  that  ticket,  was  it  notf — A.  No,  sir;  a 
good  many  negroes  can  not  afford  to  lose  their  day's  work,  and  knowing  that,  from 
some  of  them  having  so  stated,  we  paid  them  for  their  time. 

Q.  But  was  not  that  a  system  adopted  here  by  Major  Black's  managers  in  order  to 
indnce  the  negroes  to  vote  for  Major  Black  ? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  a  sys- 
tem adopted  or  not.    I  was  not  familiar  with  any  ward  except  the  First. 

Q.  Who  inaugurated  this  system  with  you  in  the  First  Wardf~A.  That  was  in 
1392,  and  I  don't  remember  wlio  was  on  the  committee  then,  at  all. 
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Q.  Yon  said  you  took  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  First  Ward  politics? — A.  In  muni- 
cipal politics ;  yes,  sir.    1  am  active  sometimes,  but  I  am  not  a  ward  politician. 

Q.  I)on*t  you  take  an  active  interest  in  all  elections f — A.  No^  sir;  in  some  I  do 
not  take  any  at  all.    I  do  in  all  Congressional  elections. 

Q.  Your  attention  was  only  called  to  Mr.  Cartledge  being  at  tbe  First  Ward  when 
some  one  said  there  was  a  tight  at  the  court-house  and  he  left?  Yon  don*t  know 
when  he  came  to  the  polls? — A.  No,  sir.  He  was  there  about  10  o^clock  and  about 
2  o'clock. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  positively  of  your  own  knowledge  how  long  he  wag 
there  those  times t — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not,  because  I  was  not  paying  any  attention 
to  him  particularly. 

Q.  Now,  about  Mr.  Miller.  When  Mr.  Miller  wantt^d  to  vote,  and  this  remark  wai 
made  about  boycotting  his  mill,  was  not  there  a  considerable  crowd  around  there  st 
the  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  people  were  disposed  to  rather  laugh  at  Mr.  Miller?— A.  No;  not  partica- 
larly.  I  think  his  brother  was  the  next  man  to  vote,  and  when  he  voted  a  Demo- 
cratic ticket  just  after  Mr.  L.J.  Miller  had  voted  a  Populist  ticket,  I  think,  then  the 
crowd  laughed  a  little. 

Q.  Rather  to  disparage  him  ? — A.  No,  sir;  you  can  not  disparage  him.  Yon  can  not 
affect  him  at  all;  he  will  give  and  take  as  much  bauteriug  as  anybody  else. 

Q.  Does  Mr.  Miller  run  a  mill? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  trade  with  him? — A.  Yes,  sir:  and  I  gave  him  an  order  the  next  morn- 
ing after  this  young  man  ina<lethis  remark  about  boycotting  his  mill.  I  told  him 
that  Cart]e«lge  had  published  in  his  paper  that  I  said  I  was  goiug  to  boycott  his  mill, 
bnt  that  order  did  not  look  much  like  it,  and  he  laughed  over  the  telephc»ue. 

Q.  You  state  you  called  Mr.  Cartledge's  attention  to  this  boy  making  thai  t  remark?— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  asked  him  not  to  publish  it,  as  no  such  feeliug  existed  toward  Mr. 
Miller.  He  put  meat  the  head  of  the  list  of  '' prominent"  Democrats  who  were 
present.  I  am  no  Jim  Barrett  man,  although  I  voted  for  him  once  for  the  legisla- 
ture while  he  wiis  running  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  You  say  you  sat  down  and  wrote  to  Cartledge  that  if  he  did  not  correct  that 
statement  yon  would  whip  him  f — A.  I  was  angry  at  him  for  treating  me  in  that  way. 
He  and  Henning  came  out  of  the  Chronicle  office  door  and  I  grabbed  him.  I  told  him 
it  was  an  outrage  to  publish  a  lie  like  that,  and  both  of  them  said  they  would  correct 
the  article  the  next  mornine.  The  next  morning  they  came  out  in  the  Tribune,  and 
went  on  to  say  that  while  that  might  not  have  been  the  sentiment  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Nnni- 
berger,  he,  Mr.  Nurnberger,  could  not  speak  foj  the  population  of  the  county.  And 
that  was  copied  by  all  the  Populist  papers  around  here. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  wrote  him  you  were  going  to  maul  him  if  he  did  not 
correct  it?— A.  I  don't  know  whether  I  said  I  would  "maul"  him  or  not.  I  was 
very  angry  when  I  wrote  it. 

Q.  You  were  angry  when  yon  met  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  had  known  Cartledge  for  some  time.  Up  to  that  time  yon  had  had 
nothing  personal  with  him? — A.  No,  sir.  1  had  nothing  against  him  at  all.  I  wm 
the  first  man  to  give  his  ''Wool-Hat'*  paper  an  advertisement.  I  subscribed  for  his 
paper  and  advertised  in  it  for  a  while. 

Q.  You  had  a  pretty  fair  regard  for  Cartledge  up  to  that  time,  had  you  not?— A.  I 
knew  he  would  make  a  mountain  out  of  a  molehill  to  ventilate  his  political  opin- 
ions. I  have  called  him  down  dozens  of  times  when  he  would  publish  that  stuff 
about  false  registration,  and  I  told  him  half  of  those  names  claimed  to  be  illegal  were 
not  on  the  list  at  all.     He  said  people  told  him  so. 

Q.  So  far  as  his  personal  honesty  and  things  of  that  sort  are  concerned,  you  know 
nothing  against  him? — A.  I  don't  know  of  him  ever  stealing  anything. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  he  was  in  Slusky's  establishment  for  years,  and  that  he  was 
regarded  well  ? — A.  I  know  he  was  employed  there  for  some  time,  but  I  don't  know 
how  he  was  regarded. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  resigned  voluntarily  to  go  into  the  newspaper  buslDessf— 
A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  discharged  or  resigned. 

Q.  He  appeared  to  be  on  a  good  footing  with  his  employer  while  there? — A.  I  don't 
know. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  he  has  collected  bills  for  Mr.  Slnsky  since  he  left  his 
employment? — A.  No,  sir;  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  Outside  of  your  personal  knowledge  of  him,  would  yon  be  prepared  to  say  that 
'  people  generally  do  not  believe  his  word? — A.  I  have  heard  people  say  that  his  state- 
ments in  that  paper  were  ''damned  lies.'' 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  in  the  Herald,  for  instance,  when  it  is  espousing  one  side 
and  the  Chronicle  the  other,  that  the  readers  of  one  paper  will  say  that  the  other 
paper  is  making  incorrect  or  false  statements? — A.  Tne  Chronicle  has  not  enough 
energy  to  get  up  and  espouse  anything.    I  don't  say  anything  about  the  Herald. 

Q.  Are  not  people  inclined  to  criticise  newspaper  reports,  and  don't  they  frequently 
say  they  are  wrong? — A.  Not  so  much  as  they  do  Cartledge's. 
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Q.  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  newspaper  business  of  that  sort  in  the  Atkinson* 
Evans  campaign  f — A.  I  don't  recollect  tnat.    That  was  two  or  three  years  ago. 

Q.  Abont  those  rendezvous;  did  the  Populists  have  headouarters  near  the  polla 
in  the  First  Wardf — A.  There  were  not  enough  Populists  in  tne  First  Ward  to  have 
any  headquarters  near  the  polls.  There  were  not  even  enough  to  have  a  supply  of 
tickets  down  there  on  the  day  of  the  election. 

Q.  Were  the  tickets  brought  there  and  torn  up  f — A.  No,  sir.  Those  Populists  are 
generally  treated  pretty  cleverly  down  there,  and  we  try  to  take  care  of  tnem. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know,  as  a  general  thing,  in  the  municipal  election  had  a  year  or  two 
ago  in  one  of  the  wards  it  was  charged  by  the  Democratic  factions  that  each  side 
was  voting  negroes  who  were  for  the  other  side — don't  you  know  that  was  in  the 

Sapers  and  circulated  on  the  street f — A.  No,  sir.  I  remember  on  one  occasion  Mr. 
lurpbey  and  Mr.  Thompson  were  leaders  of  the  committee  of  one  hundred  in  the 
First  Ward.  Mr.  Chapman,  a  Populist,  was  the  candidate  for  mayor.  Mr.  Murphev 
and  Mr.  Thompson  were  leaders  of  the  committee  of  one  hundred  and  came  np  with 
a  ^rowd  of  negroes  and  Just  ran  those  little  Populist  negroes  of  Chapman's  away 
from  the  polls. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember,  in  1892  or  1893,  the  race  between  Mr.  Austin  and  somebody 
else  for  council  f 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  all  this  evidence  in  reference  to  other  elections  than 
the  election  of  October  2,  1895,  as  being  wholly  irrelevant.) 

WiTNKSS.  I  was  not  there. 

Q.  Don*t  yon  know  the  air  was  full  of  charges  and  countercharges  that  one  side 
voted  the  other  side's  negroes? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  remember  anything  abont  it. 

Q.  Don't  you  remen  ber  that  those  charges  were  circulated f — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 
I  know  Mr.  8heehan  was  elected  at  that  time.    That  has  been  three  years  ago. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Frank  Calhoun  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  and  he  deposit  any  money  in  Mr.  George  Nnmberger's  safe  on  the  night 
before  the  election f — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  recollect  anything  of  that  sort. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  Calhonn  doing  so? — A.  No,*  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  his  getting  the  money  out  during  the  day  for  use  in  the  elec- 
tion?— A.  No,  sir.    I  don't  know  anything  about  what  Mr.  Calhonn  did. 

Q.  Yon  say  those  negroes  whom  yon  paid,  you  paid  before  the  election  ? — A.  Tickets 
were  issued  in  1892.  I  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  election  in  1895.  The 
negroes  would  not  work  for  fun  in  1892,  and  we  gave  them  tickets  before  the  election 
for  their  day's  work. 

Redirect  examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  As  I  understand,  you  don't  know  anything  abont  any  money  being  paid  for 
•ny  purpose  whatever  in  1895? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  saw  nobody  even  paid  for  his  time  in  1896? — A.  No,  sir:  I  did  not. 

Q.  These  payments  in  1892  and  1894,  you  say,  were  for  their  day's  work? — A.  I  was 
sp^iking  about  1892.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  election  of  1894.  I  saw  no  money 
psid  for  any  purpose  whatever  in  1894. 

Q.  The  only  money  yon  saw  paid  in  1892  was  to  men  employed  as  canvassers  before 
the  election  to  go  out  and  get  up  the  voters  and  bring  them  to  the  polls,  and  drive 
wagons  on  the  day  of  election,  band  men,  et/C.  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  cooking  hams  and 
cutting  the  sandwiches,  and  things  like  that. 

Q.  In  any  of  those  elections  have  you  ever  seen  a  man  paid  for  his  vote? — A.  I 
don't  recall  having  ever  seen  any  such  thing. 

Q.  Yon  saw  nothing  of  the  kind  in  1895? — A.  I  did  not.  In  that  election  I  know 
nothing  about  any  money  being  used  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

Recross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  yon  stated  about  the  negroes  being  in  the  yard  and  about  their  being 
giycn  victuals  is  true? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

W.  H.  NURNBEROER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  PuhliCy  Eichmond  County,  Ga. 

W.  T.  LAMAR,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  C.  U.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  is  your  official  position? — A.  I  am  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  One  hun- 
diod  and  twentieth  district. 

Q.  Are  you  elected  by  the  people? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office? — A.  For  three  years.  I  am  in  my  fourth 
jear  now. 

Q.  Yon  have  been  elected  only  once? — A.  Yes,  sir;  for  a  term  of  four  years. 

Q.  Where  were  you  in  the  election  of  1895  between  Major  Black  and  Mr.  Watson, 
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for  a  seat  in  Congress  f — A.  I  was  at  the  Second  Ward,  as  jnstioe  of  the  peaee  in 
<3harge  of  the  election.    I  was  one  of  the  managers  there. 

Q.  How  many  boxes  at  the  Second  Ward  polls f — A.  Two  boxes. 

Q.  At  which  box  were  you  f — A.  I  was  at  the  colored  box  at  the  opening,  and  we 
^changed  about  during  the  day. 

Q.  Who  were  the  other  managers  associated  with  you  in  the  conduct  of  that  elec- 
tion f — A.  Mr.  John  D.  Sheehan  and  Mr.  W.  H  Hargraves. 

Q.  To  what  political  party  does  Mr.  Hargraves  belong f — A.  To  the  Populist  party. 

Q.  What  was  the  practice  about  white  people  voting  at  the  white  box  and  colored 
people  voting  at  the  colored  boxf — A.  The  whites  voted  at  the  white  box  and  the 
negroes  voted  at  the  negro  box. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  whites  vote  at  the  colored  box  or  any  of  the  negroes  vote  at 
the  white  boxf — A.  No,  sir;  only  one  colored  man  voted  at  the  white  box,  and  he 
was  an  exceedingly  bright  mnlatto^almost  white. 

Q.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  election  had  there  that  day  as  to  fairness,  impar- 
tiality, quiet,  honesty,  and  all  other  means  or  methods  that  go  to  make  up  a  pore 
election? — A.  It  was  as  quiet  and  as  fair  an  election  as  I  ever  saw. 

Q.  Did  you,  or  not,  see  any  evidence  of  repeating? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Acting  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  if  you  had  seen  any  such  evidence,  what 
would  you  have  done? — A.  I  would  have  stopped  it.  if  my  attention  was  called  to  it. 

Q.  Were  any  complaints  made  to  you  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  as  a  mauageriji 
<3harge  of  the  election,  of  any  unfair  voting,  or  any  repeating,  or  any  other  illegal 
Act  on  the  part  of  the  voters? — A.  There  was  not. 

Q.  Was  there  any  complaint  of  anybody  being  intimidated? — A.  None. 

Q.  Was  the  voting  perfectly  free  and  fair? — A.  It  was. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  the  illegal  persuasion  of  voters,  or  giving  them 
money,  or  anything  of  that  sort? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  If  anything  like  that  had  happened  around  the  polls,  would  you  have  seen 
it? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  city? — A.  All  my  life. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  colored  population? — A.  Tes,  sir;  as  familiar  as  any 
other  average  citizen. 

Q.  Would  yon,  or  not,  have  recognized  the  repeaters,  if  there  had  been  anj 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  colored  voters  to  repeat? — A.  I  think  I  would  have.  In 
some  tew  instances  one  might  escape  me. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Edward  Collins  and  Mr.  Bryan  Lawrence? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  window  receiving  the  ballots? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Collins  or  Mr.  Lawrence  carrying  negroes  up  to  the  polls  to 
vote? — A.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Collins  or  Mr.  Lawrence  come  up  to  the  polls  at  all  witJi 
negroes. 

Q.  If  they  had  brought  negroes  up  to  the  windows  and  voted  them  or  attempted 
to  repeat  them  or  anything  like  that,  would  you  not  have  seen  it? — A.  I  certainly 
would ;  and  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  W.  Broxton  swore  that  he  saw  squads  of  negroes  go  up  to  one  window 
and  vote,  then  go  from  that  to  the  other  two  boxes  and  vote  at  all  three  boxes,  just 
moving  from  one  window  to  another.  State  if  that  is  correct. — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  is  not. 
There  were  only  two  boxes  at  the  Second  Ward  polls,  and  the  whites  voted  at  one 
box  and  the  negroes  exclusively  at  the  other. 

Q.  So  that  is  absolutely  impossible  to  be  true? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  Dr.  Littleton,  or  doctor  anybody  else,  says  that  squads  of  negroes  voted 
at  one  window  and  then  moved  to  another  window  and  then  to  another  window, 
voting  from  box  to  box,  is  that  true? — A.  It  is  not  true.  It  is  an  absolute  untrath 
when  any  man  swears  there  were  three  boxes  at  the  Second  Ward  on  that  day. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  Were  yon  raised  in  Richmond  County? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  lived  here  all  mylif<e- 

Q.  You  have  always  been  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  voted  that  ticket? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  have  supported  Migor  Blaek  in  all  three  of  his  races  for  Congrees?— A.  I 
have. 

Q.  You  have  been  voting  at  all  the  national  and  State  elections  since  the  warf— 
A.  The  most  of  them.  Some  of  them  I  have  not  voted  at  at  all.  I  never  voted  aoy- 
thing  but  a  Democratic  ticket  in  my  life,  even  before  the  war. 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  managers  of  the  election  of  1894? — A.  I  think  I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  not  a  manager  at  the  First  Ward  in  that  election  ? — A.  I  was  in  one 
congressional  election,  but  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  in  1892  or  1894. 

Q.  Which  box  did  you  have  charge  of  down  there? — A.  We  changed  aroand 
down  there. 

Q.  You  had  three  boxes  there,  did  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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(Conteiitea's  counsel  oliject  to  any  evidence  on  the  subject  of  the  election  of  1892 
or  of  1894  ss  beiu(^  wholly  irreleyant.) 

Q.  You  are  a  stnot  partisan,  are  you  notf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  make  use  of  a  remark  about  to  this  effect — ^that  any  man  who 
would  Toti9  for  Watson  was  no  better  than  a  damned  dogf — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  some  trouble  with  Mr.  Mlxon  about  thatf — A.  I  did,  but  I 
did  not  make  any  such  remark. 

Q.  Or  words  to  that  effect  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Suppose  Judge  Eve  says  he  saw  some  negroes  votins  at  the  white  box  and 
lome  whites  voting  at  the  colored  box.   Is  he  mistaken,  too  T-— A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Co&testee's  counsel  object  to  this  style  of  question.) 

WiTNESA.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  mistaken.  That  only  happened  in  one  instance  to  my 
knowledge. 

<j.  Were  you  obliged  to  know  itf — A.  I  would  have  been  more  than  apt  to  have 
known  it  if  it  had  occurred. 

(j.  You  did  not  leave  the  precinct  during  the  election? — A.  No,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  no  negroes  voted  in  the  white  box,  and  also 
that  no  whites  voted  in  the  colored  boxf — A.  That  is  correct. 

Q.  How  were  those  boxes  situated  f — A.  The  box  toward  Qreene  street  was  the 
white  box  and  the  one  on  the  southwest  side  was  the  colored  box. 

<j.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  one  box  was  at  the  window  facing  north  f — A.  It 
vas  facing  the  west  and  the  other  south. 

Q.  Then  it  was  around  the  comer  on  the  outside — A.  A  person  standing  on  the 
ontside  at  the  white  box  could  not  see  a  person  approaching  or  when  he  was  up  to 
the  window  at  the  colored  box,  conld  hef — A.  No,  sir;  he  could  not. 

Q.  How  were  those  boxes  put  in  the  room? — A.  They  were  up  near  the  window. 

Q.  How  far  apart  were  they  in  the  roomf — A.  I  suppose  nearly  the  width  of  this 
room. 

Q.  This  room  we  are  in  is  about  20  feet,  is  it  notf — A.  I  guess  so. 

Q.  And  the  boxes  were  about  40  feet  apart  f— A.  I  shonlajndge  so. 

Q.  The  voting  at  this  the  Second  Ward  precinct  at  certain  hours  of  the  day  was 
being  done  pretty  rapidly,  was  it  not,  at  both  boxes? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  at  times. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  the  ballotsf  —  A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  window  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  number  them  and  put  them  in  the  box  f — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Sheehan  received,  numbered,  and  deposited  the  ballots  in  the  other  boxf — 
A.  He  and  Mr.  Hargraves. 

Q.  Sometimes  there  would  be  one  man  at  one  box  and  two  at  the  other f — A.  Yes, 
lir;  all  of  us  were  moving  about  at  times,  going  from  one  to  the  other. 

Q.  At  times  there  would  be.  say,  you  at  one  box  and  the  other  two  managers  at 
the  other  box? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  would  change  and  alternate  during  the  dayf — A.  Yes,  sir.  Both  of 
those  gentlemen  would  want  to  get  off  a  few  minutes. 

^.  When  you  were  busy  receiving  the  ballots  at  the  window  where  the  colored 

Kitple  voted,  your  attention  was  necessarily  occupied  in  properly  numbering  that 
Ilot,  was  it  not,  ami  putting  it  in  the  boxf — A.  At  times;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  were  the  boxes  from  the  window? — A.  I  suppose  about  three  feet; 
probably  a  little  farther. 

(4.  Would  you  have  to  get  up  out  of  your  seat  to  get  the  ballot?— A.  The  most  of 
the  time  I  was  standing. 

Q.  You  would  reach  aud  get  the  ballot,  and  turu  and  put  it  in  the  box?— A.  I 
would  take  the  ball(»t  and  put  it  in  the  box. 

(j.  When  you  were  taking  the  ballot,  you  would  have  to  have  your  back  to  the 
box!— A.  Not  necessarily.    I  was  standing  sideways. 

Q.  You  were  standing  sideways  partially  between  the  ballot  box  and  the  window, 
were  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  turned  to  look  at  the  voter  and  receive  the  ticket,  the  ballot  box  was 
then  ontside  of  your  range  of  vision,  was  it  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  could  not  look  at  the  voter  and  at  the  ballot  box  at  the  same  time? — A.  I 
coiUd  see  the  ballot  box  and  the  voter,  I  think,  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  When  yon  would  turn  to  look  at  the  voter,  your  attention  would  be  turned  from 
the  ballot  box? — A.  .Just  for  an  instant. 

Q.  Were  both  boxes  located  about  the  same  distance  from  the  window? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Being  engaged  in  receiving  ballots  at  one  box,  you  were  not  able  to  see  the 
ballots  deposited  in  the  other  box  at  the  same  time,  were  you? — A.  No,  sir;  it  would 
bsTe  been  impossible  for  me  to  see  both  boxes  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  It  was  also  a  matter  of  impossibility  for  the  gentlemen  who  were  receiving  the 
ballots  at  the  other  box  to  have  seen  you  receiving  ballots  and  depositing  them  at 
your  box? — A.  I  don't  suppose  they  could  have  seen  me. 
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Q.  Yoa  stated  awhile  ago  that  yoa  thought  if  there  had  been  an^  repeating  joa 
would  have  detected  it;  are  yoa  yery  familiar  with  the  nejproes  of  Aai^aata,  more 
than  the  ordinary  citizen? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  I  am  more  tamiliar  with  them  than 
most  citizens. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  opportunities  for  more  familiarizing  yourself  with  their 
features  than  the  ordinary  white  manf — A.  I  was  a  policeman  here  for  a  ntimber  of 
years  on  the  city  police  force. 

Q.  Were  you  stationed  all  around  the  cityf — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  different  timee. 

Q.  Then  you  are  prepared,  you  think,  with  very  few  exceptions,  to  say  that  yoa 
would  have  been  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  the  features  of  those  negroes  who 
▼oted  that,  if  any  of  them  had  come  back  in  order  to  vote  a  second  time,  you  would 
have  detected  it  and  have  driven  them  offf — A.  Anyone  I  knew  as  voting  a  second 
time  I  would  have  done  so. 

Q.  You  think  that  if  any  of  them  had  come  back  a  second  time  you  would  hare 
recognized  them? — A.  Anyone  I  knew  I  would. 

Q.  About  what  proportion  of  the  voter;i  that  voted  there  that  day  of  the  negroes 
did  you  know  personally? — A.  I  could  not  answer  that  question. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  was  the  size  of  the  negro  vote? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  pretty  well  all  those  registered  vote? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  the  majority  of 
them  voted — I  think  nearly  all  of  them  did. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  how  many  there  were  whose  names  were  unchecked?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  checked  the  names? — A.  One  of  the  clerks. 

Q.  One  at  your  box  and  one  at  the  other  box? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  registration  list  of  that  ward  of  the  white  and  colored  voters 
at  each  box? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  they  did. 

Q.  Out  of  those  negroes,  how  many  of  them  failed  to  vote;  of  course,  yen  had  the 
curiosity  to  see  how  many  of  them  voted,  did  you  not? — A.  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  kept  no  tally  on  the  registration  list  at  all?— A.  No,  sir;  that  was  done  bj 
the  •  lerks  entirely. 

Q.  Out  of  those  five  hundred  and  odd,  how  many  do  you  suppose  you  knew  per- 
sonally?— A.  I  should  think  I  knew  fifty  by  name,  more  or  less. 

Q.  Possibly  you  knew  the  features  of  fifty  more  if  you  saw  them? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  either  one  of  that  fifty  whom  you  knew,  or  some  of  the  others  whose  featnres 
you  knew,  had  come  back  to  repeat,  you  would  have  known  it?  Of  coarse,  the  other 
400  whom  you  did  not  know — if  they  had  come  back  to  repeat,  you  would  not  have 
known  it?  Of  those  who  voted  there  that  day,  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  how 
many  wonld  you  say  that  von  knew  by  name  when  you  saw  them,  without  having 
to  ask  their  name  or  to  look  on  the  registration  list? — ^A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  What  would  be  your  idea  as  to  the  number? — A.  I  have  no  idea  about  it. 

Q.  Fifty  would  be  about  the  right  number,  so  far  as  you  can  recollect ;  say  one  in 
ten,  or  something  like  that? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  would  know  one  in  ten  by 
name.     I  know  a  good  many  by  their  features  that  I  would  not  know  their  name. 

Q.  Thocie  whose  names  you  did  not  know  and  those  whose  features  you  did  not 
know  exceede<t  the  number  of  those  whose  names  and  features  you  did  know? — A.  I 
knew  them  by  the  registration  list. 

Q.  Those  you  did  not  know  you  would  not  be  able  to  detect  them  repeating,  wonld 
you? — A.  It  wonld  depend  upon  how  they  came  up. 

Q.  If  they  came  up  rapidly  and  hurriedly  and  you  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
observe  them,  you  could  not  know  them,  could  you? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  conld. 

Q.  If  a  negro  voted  at  the  negro  box  at  one  time  while  you  were  there,  and  after- 
wards you  went  to  the  white  box,  he  might  come  back  to  the  negro  box  and  vote 
and  you  not  know  it? — A.  I  don't  know  that  he  could. 

Q.  You  say  you  alternated  during  the  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  While  you  were  at  one  box  yon  could  not  pay  attention  to  what  was  happen- 
ing at  the  other? — A.  I  said  I  could  not  see  both  boxes  all  the  time. 

Q.  While  you  were  observing  negroes  voting  at  the  negro  box  you  could  not 
observe  the  features  of  white  men  voting  at  the  white  box? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  when  yon  exchanged  boxes  and  were  looking  after  the  voting  at  the 
white  box,  of  course  you  could  not  observe  and  watch  the  men  voting  at  the  negro 
box? — A.  Not  all  the  time. 

Q.  Then,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  while  you  were  honest  in  trying  to  detect  any  illegal 
voting,  it  is  thoroughly  possible  for  negroes  who  had  voted  while  you  were  at  toe 
negro  boxes  receiving  their  ballots  to  come  back  and  vote  at  the  same  box  unseeo 
by  you  while  you  were  overlooking  the  white  box,  was  it  not?— A.  Unseen  by  me; 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  wrong  at  the  election  of  1894  at  the  First  Ward? 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  any  evi.Ience  on  the  question  of  the  election  of  18^ 
as  being  irrelevant.) 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  justice  of  the  peace? — ^A.  My  term  will  be  oat  Jan- 
narv- 1897. 
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Q.  Yon  were  elected  for  four  years  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Conseqnently  yoa  were  elected  in  Jannary,  1893? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Then  you  have  presided  at  one  Congressional  election  since  you  have  been  in 
office t — A.  YeSySir. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  saw  nothing  wron^  with  the  election  of  1894  in  the  First  Wardf — 
A.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  yery  quiet  election. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  illegal  voting  your  attention  would  have  been  drawn  to 
it  and  you  wonld  have  recollected  it? — A.  I  think  I  would. 
Q.  IHd  you  see  any  bnying  of  votes  at  the  polls? — A.  I  did  not. 
Q.  £ither  at  that  election  or  this  one? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  said  yon  did  not  see  Mr.  Edward  Collins  or  Mr.  Bryan  Lawrence  come  np 
to  the  polls  with  any  one.  Did  you  see  them  working  with  the  negroes  outside  and 
starting  them  to  the  polls? — ^A.^I  don't  remember  seeing  them  outside  at  all. 

Q.  You  oonld  not  see  anywhere  except  immediately  in  front  of  the  window  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

<^.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  were  anxious  to  see  that  everything  went  on  properly 
at  the  box  where  you  were  in  charge  and  yonr  attention  was  attracted  mainly  to 
that  box? — A.  Yes,  sir.  My  business  also  as  justice  of  the  peace  was  to  keep  the 
peace  and  break  up  any  trouble  if  I  saw  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Wm.  D'Antignac  come  up  to  the  window  with  any  negroes? — 
A.  No, sir;  I  did  not.    I  saw  him  uround  in  front  of  the  windows  during  the  day. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  come  up  and  call  the  nauie  of  negroes? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  yon  see  him  give  anv  name? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  oeyond  being  a  justice  of  the  peace? — A.  Nothing  at 
present. 

Q.  What  was  your  business  prior  to  being  a  Justice  of  the  peace? — A.  I  was  a 
policeman. 
Q.  How  long  were  von  a  policeman? — A.  Possibly  ten  or  twelve  years. 
Q.  What  was  yonr  business  prior  to  that  time? — A.  I  was  a  clerk  at  the  Georgia 
Railroad  for  a  good  many  years. 

(^.  Of  oonrse  yon  ran  and  you  were  elected  as  a  Democrat? — A.  I  don't  think  there 
was  much  party  in  it.    I  suppose  1  got  as  many  votes  from  one  side  as  I  did  from  the 
other. 
Q.  Who  were  you  opposed  by? — A.  Mr.  A.  H.  Hemdon. 
Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat,  too? — A.  I  think  so;  bnt  I  am  not  snre. 
Q.  Was  it  not  the  practice  for  white  men  to  come  up  to  the  polls  with  negroes 
when  they  voted  in  this  last  election? — ^A*  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  don't  remember  any  white  man  coining  np  and  calling  their  names? — A. 
No,  sir. 
Q.  There  was  a  ^ood  deal  of  that  in  the  election  of  1894  ? — A.  I  don't  think  so. 
Q.  At  what  election  was  there  a  great  deal  of  it? — A.  I  don't  remember  any  elec- 
tion especially :  but  I  have  seen  them  go  np  with  them. 

Redirect  examination^  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  D'Antignac  standing  at  the  window  calling  names? — A.  No,  sir. 

W.  T.  Lamar,  J,  P. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public^  Richmond  County,  Ga, 

JOHN  D.  SHEEHAN,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq.: 

9-  What  is  your  business? — A.  I  am  a  bank  cashier  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  in 
this  connty. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hold  any  official  position  connected  with  the  city  administra- 
tion?—A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Augusta  for  three  years. 

Q.  Wliile  in  council  did  you  hold  any  position  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  city  government?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  chairman  of  the  finance  commit- 
tee for  one  year,  and  a  member  of  it  for  chree. 

Q.  What  is  the  principal  committee  of  council  connected  with  the  city  adminis- 
tration?—A.  The  nnance  committee. 

Q.  It  is  practically  next  to  the  mayor,  is  it  not? — A.  The  finance  committee  is 
regarded  as  the  mayor's  cabinet. 

Q.  Did  you  act  as  a  manager  in  the  recent  election  between  Mr.  Watson  and 
Major  Black? — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  the  Second  Ward. 

Q.  Who  were  associated  with  you  as  managers? — A.  Mr.  W.  T.  Lamar,  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Hargfraves. 

9-  what  was  the  politics  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Hargraves?— A.  I. only  know  from  repu- 
tation that  he  is  a  Populist. 
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Q.  I  preBume  yon  know  that  he  voted  that  way?— A.  No;  I  don*t  know  that  ha 
did. 

Q.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  election  carried  on  at  the  Second  Ward  that 
day  as  to  tranqnillity,  fairness,  and  all  other  elements  an  honest  election  onght  to 
have  about  it? — A.  1  saw  no  unusual  scenes  there.  It  seemed  to  me  like  an  ordi- 
nary election,  and  it  was  as  quietlv  and  as  peacefully  conducted  as  any  election 
that  I  ever  saw  held  in  Richmond  (jounty. 

Q.  How  many  boxes  were  there  at  the  Second  Ward  polls? — A.  Two. 

Q.  What  were  they  called?— A.  One  was  called  the  white  box,  and  the  other 
was  known  as  the  colored  box. 

Q.  Did  the  colored  people  vote  at  the  white  box? — A.  1  think  there  was  only 
one  instance  where  a  colored  man  voted  at  the  white  box.  That  man  is  a  very 
good  citizen,  a  Republican,  and  I  remember  he  voted  at  the  white  box,  being 
almost  white  himself.  He  was  Professor  Ammonitti.  The  practice  was  that  the 
colored  i)eople,  without  any  intimidation,  voted  openly  at  the  colored  box,  and 
the  white  people,  witliout  regard  to  politics,  voted  at  the  white  box. 

Q.  In  the  conduct  of  that  election  was  there  any  partiality  shown  on  account 
of  the  p  ilitics  of  a  voter?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q[.  Was  there  any  effort  made  on  the  part  of  voters  to  vote  who  were  not  legally 
registered?— A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Did  any  offer  to  vote  who  were  not  on  the  registration  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Did  you  permit  those  to  vote? — A.  No,  sir;  we  refused  to  aUowthem  to  vote. 
j.  What  were  the  politics  of  those? — A.  The  only  way  that  I  could  sa^  that  is 
that  after  we  would  refuse  to  allow  them  to  vote  1  could  see  from  the  tickets  in 
their  hands  that  some  of  them  were  Populists  and  some  were  Democrats. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anv  repeating  before  you  while  you  acted  as  manager  that  yon 
were  aware  of? — ^A.  No,  sir;  1  did  not  see  anything  at  all  of  that  kind.  The  voter 
came  up  and  called  his  name,  and  if  his  name  was  on  the  registry  list  we  voted 
him;  if  it  was  not,  we  did  not  take  his  vote.  It  was  very  hard  for  the  managers 
to  know  the  name  of  everybody. 

Q.  Was  there  any  complaint  made  to  you  as  manager  against  allowing  or  per- 
mitting anyone  to  vote  or  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  election  that  day?— A.  There 
was  no  complaint  made  at  all. 

Q.  Was  there  any  complaint  made  by  your  comanagers  about  it? — ^A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Was  there  any  interference  with  the  Populist  representatives  at  the  iwUs?— 
A.  No,  sir;  there  were  Populist  representatives  at  both  the  white  and  colored  box. 
In  a  large  city  like  this,  where  there  are  a  great  many  voters,  of  course  there  will 
be  a  crowd  at  the  window,  sometimes  at  the  white  box  and  sometimes  at  the  col- 
ored box;  but  a  man's  politics  did  not  make  any  differeni:e  at  all.  We  made  all 
men  stand  back.  The  voter  came  up  and  called  his  name,  and  if  he  was  registered 
we  voted  him.  and  if  he  was  not  we  did  not. 

Q.  Did  these  representatives  at  those  polls  challenge  anv  voters  that  day  or  offer 
to  challenge  them? — A.  They  did.  I  think  there  were  challenges  at  the  colored 
box,  and  we  willingly  swore  the  voter,  and  he  would  swear  that  he  was  the  party 
whose  name  was  in  the  list,  etc.,  and  we  voted  them. 

Q.  They  identified  themselves  as  the  parties  registered? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Fre- 
quently there  were  people  on  the  outside  who  would  identify  them;  but  we  would 
swear  them  in  every  instance  whenever  they  were  challenged. 

Q.  Can  you  recall  the  proportion  challenged — ^if  there  were  many  or  few? — A. 
There  were  very  few,  incteed.  I  never  heard  any  complaint  whatever  to  amount 
to  anything. 

Q.  If  a  witness  testifies  that  he  saw  a  squad  of  negroes  vote  at  one  window  and 
then  march  right  around  to  the  other  window  and  vote  again,  can  such  a  state  of 
affairs  be  true? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  the  knowledge  of  the  managers;  and  it  could 
not  well  be  true,  because  there  were  so  many  Populists  there  looking  after  the 
Populist  interests  that  they  would  have  called  the  attention  of  the  managers  to 
such  an  occurrence  as  that. 

Q.  If  such  a  state  of  affairs  had  existed,  would  you  have  heard  something  about 
it? — A.  Yas,  sir;  and  of  course  we  would  have  stopped  it. 

Q.  This  party  testified  that  there  were  three  boxes  at  the  Second  Ward,  and  that 
this  squad  of  negroes  marched  from  one  to  the  other,  voting  and  repeating  three 
times. — A.  There  were  only  two  ballot  boxes  at  the  Second  Ward;  and  no  man 
with  any  honesty  at  all,  if  he  is  a  fair-minded  citizen,  no  matter  what  his  politics 
would  be,  would  have  permitted  it  at  all,  but  would  have  called  it  to  the  attention 
of  the  managers. 

Q.  What  was  the  politics  of  the  colored  people  of  Augusta?— A.  They  are  Repub- 
licans, with  few  exceptions. 
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Q.  What  wa9  their  predilection  in  voting  for  a  Congressman? — A.  I  can  only 
say  that  aU  of  the  leading  colored  people  w^ere  for  Major  Black;  a  large  majority  of 
them  were  for  Major  Black;  some  were  for  Mr.  Watson. 

Did  you  sea  aay  money  being  used  in  your  presence? — A.  No,  sir;  not  at  thfr 
[Is. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  used  woald  yon  have  seen  it?-  -A.  Yes,  sir;  I  would 
have  seen  it. 

Crofl8-«xamination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  You,  of  course,  supported  M^jor  Black? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

S.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  Augusta?— A.  I  was  born  in  Augusta. 
««^,  with  the  exception  of  fi^e  years,  have  been  here  all  my  life. 

Q.  Have  you  been  a  Democrat  all  your  life? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  always  expect 
t<ibe. 

Q.  WTien  were  you  elected  a  member  of  the  city  council? — A.  On  the  first 
Wednesday  in  December,  1892. 
Q.  Who  was  your  opponent  in  that  race? — ^A.  Capt.  A.  F.  Austin. 
Q.  He  was  also  a  Democrat? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  teikke  considerable  interest  in  political  matters,  do  you  not? — A.  No  more 
than  any  good  citizen  should  take. 

Q.  That  might  be  ambiguous.    Do  you  mean  that  you  take  a  considerable  inter- 
tfst  or  only  a  slight  interest  in  it?— A.  Well,  for  instance,  I  served  as  a  manager 
rather  reluctantly.    Judge  Eve  came  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I  would  serve.    He 
said  he  was  always  caref^  and  tried  to  get  fair-minded  men,  and  this  time  he  was 
?omg  to  be  unusually  careful  and  wanted  to  get  representative  business  men.    I 
(lid  not  consent  to  act,  but  my  name  appeared  in  the  list  of  managers.    Subse- 
qaently  several  business  men  of  Augusta  came  to  me  and  said  they  hoped  I  would 
act  as  a  manager,  and  I  did  so.    I  acted  because  I  thought  the  oest  mterests  of 
the  community  demanded  that  representative  men  ought  to  occupy  the  position.. 
Q.  You  also  took  considerable  interest  in  the  campaigpi  preceding  the  elec- 
tion?—A.  I  had  no  intimation  when  I  was  participating  m  the  campaign  that  I 
would  be  appointed  a  manager.    I  was  a  loyal  Democrat  and  did  my  duty. 
Q.  Did  you  belong  to  the  Young  Men's  Democratic  Club? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  had  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  met  with  them  at  their  meetings?— A.  I  don't  think  I  did.  1  don't  think 
daring  the  last  campaign  I  went  to  a  meeting. 

Q.  Yon  had  taken  quite  an  active  and  lively  interest  both  as  to  management  of 
the  campai^  and  as  to  contributing  to  it,  I  presume? — A.  No,  sir. 
^  You  did  not  contribute  anything  at  all? — ^No,  sir. 

You  did  in  1892  and  1894,  did  you  not? — A.  Only  in  energy. 
You  contributed  no  money? — A.  No,  sir;  I  devoted  more  energy  to  it  in  1891^ 
and  1894  than  I  did  in  1895.    I  worked  very  hard  in  the  election  of  1892.    So  hard 
that  I  think  my  health  was  injured  by  it.    I  was  only  doing  what  any  citizen 
would  do  as  his  duty. 

Q.  As  a  kind  of  reward  for  that  work  you  based  your  candidacy  somewhat  for 
conncil? — A.  No.  sir;  my  nomination  for  the  city  council  of  Augusta  was  done 
without  my  consent,  and  while  I  was  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
0.  Mr.  Austin  was  a  Democrat,  was  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Consenuently  you  did  not  run  as  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party? — 
A.  That  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  at  all. 

0.  1  understand  you  and  Mr.  Austin  ran  as  Democrats? — A.  No,  sir;  politics 
baa  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it. 
0.  You  were  both  Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  a  member  of  any  other  party  a  candidate  in  that  election, 
a£  a  Populist  or  a  Republican,  then,  of  course,  politics  would  have  entered  into  it» 
would  it  not? — A.  I  oon't  think  it  ever  has  in  municipal  matters  in  Augusta. 

Q.  If  that  is  true,  and  there  are  no  Democratic  negroes,  what  was  the  character 
of  the  nomination  you  received? — A.  In  municipal  matters  there  is  no  regular 
put}'  nomination.  We  have  had  representations  in  the  city  council  of  Augusta 
^  Itepublicans,  both  white  and  colored,  and  who  were  voted  for  by  Democrats. 

Q.  How  long  since  you  have  had  a  colored  RepubHcan? — A.  ^ot  for  several 
years— a  good  long  while.  There  are  a  great  many  colored  Republicans  here  who 
alwajs  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  in  Congn*essional  elections.  My  tmderstanding 
^f  poUtics  and  yours  are  different.  I  understand  politics  to  be  a  study  of  the 
^ence  of  government,  thereby  enabling  the  lawmaker  to  enact  just  and  humane 
lawB  and  uie  citizen  to  faithfully  live  up  to  them.  In  municipal  elections  in 
^Qgosta  the  only  thin^  is,  who  is  the  best  man  to  go  in  and  represent  the  city's. 
^iiteresta.    It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  general  laws  at  all. 


480  WATSON   vs.    BLACK. 

Q.  You  stated  yon  were  nominated  while  in  Boston,  and  against  your  wishes. 
You  also  stated  there  were  no  politics  in  it.  My  understanding  of  a  nominaticni 
is,  that  a  certain  faction  or  a  certain  party  get  together  and  agree  on  some  man  to 
represent  that  faction  or  that  party.  That  is  my  idea  of  a  nomination.  I  wotdd 
like  to  know  what  faction  or  party  you  were  nominated  by? — ^A.  I  was  nominated 
only  by  my  friends.  There  was  no  convention  and  no  meeting.  It  was  just,  if  I 
may  so  speak,  a  spontaneous  outburst  on  the  part  of  those  people  who  thought  I 
would  make  a  better  councilman  than  Mr.  Austin.  I  mean  that  my  friends,  while 
I  was  in  Boston,  and  without  my  consent,  announced  nay  name  in  the  public  prints, 
and  that  I  would  be  supported  for  council  from  the  Third  Ward  at  the  ensuine 
election.  I  did  not  authorize  it.  Noparty  politics  entered  into  it  at  all.  I  returned 
to  Augusta  and  iound  that  state  of  affairs  existing.  You  are  trying  to  lead  up 
that  this  election  of  mine  was  a  reward  for  my  services. 

Q.  No;  I  just  asked  you  that. — A.  If  that  was  the  case  Mr.  Austin  would  have 
been  entitled  to  as  much  reward  as  I,  because  he  worked  as  hard  aa  I  did. 

^.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  not  more  than  one  C/Olored  man  voted  at  the 
white  box? — A.  That  is  my  recollection.  I  noticed  several  prominent  colored  men 
-voting,  and  I  saw  Professor  Ammonitti  vote  at  the  white  box,  because  I  took  his 
ballot. 

Q.  Whom  did  he  vote  for?— A.  I  do  not  know;  I  could  not  swear  positively 
^whom  he  voted  for.    But  that  would  have  made  no  difference. 

Q.  Were  you  stationed  permanently  at  any  one  box? — A.  No,  sir.  Withoat 
oonsultation  with  anybody,  but  with  a  view  to  having  fairness  all  around,  I 
Tei)eatedly  said  to  Mr.  Hargraves,  the  Populist  mana^r,  **  You  move  around  and 
circulate  between  the  two  boxes  and  see  that  everything  is  going  on  fairly." 

Q.  Part  of  the  time  you  were  at  the  colored  box.  and  the  other  two  managers 
were  at  the  white  box? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  part  of  the  time  Mr.  Lamar  would  be  at  one  box  and  you  and  Mr.  Har- 
graves  would  be  at  the  other? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  course,  during  the  progress  of  the  day,  there  would  be  voting  going  on  at 
both  boxes  simultaneously?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  that  was  the  case,  you  being  at  one  box,  you  could  not  see  who  was 
voting  at  the  other  box?— A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  see  positively.  I  was  paying 
attention  to  the  box  I  was  at,  and  if  there  was  simultaneous  voting  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  me  to  see  who  was  voting  at  the  other  box  just  at  that  time. 
Sometimes  Mr.  Lamar  would  be  at  one  box  and  Mr.  Hargraves  at  the  other,  and  I 
would  walk  up  and  down  between  the  two  boxes.  And  the  same  opportunity  was 
given  Mr.  Hargraves. 

Q.  It  is  perfectly  possible,  is  it  not,  for  repeating  to  have  been  going  on  at  the 
<x)lored  box  while  you  were  engaged  at  the  white  box  and  you  not  have  known  it? 
It  might  have  been  done  and  you  not  have  seen  it?— A.  It  might  have  been.  If  a 
man  came  up  and  offered  to  vote  as  John  Smith,  and  John  Smith  was  registered, 
and  his  vote  was  not  challenged,  I  had  no  right  to  refuse  him. 

Q.  If  you  were  at  the  white  box  and  they  were  at  the  colored  box  there  might 
have  been  repeating? — A.  There  might  have  been.  If  there  had  been  any  con- 
spicuous violation  of  the  law  some  attention  would  have  been  called  to  it. 

Q.  Would  not  the  white  men  who  were  the  workers  for  the  Democratic  party 
come  up  to  the  windows  with  the  negroes? — A.  No,  sir;  we  positively  insistea  that 
should  not  be  done. 

Q.  How  close  would  you  permit  them  to  come?— A.  I  could  not  designate  who 
were  workers. 

You  know  Mr.  Edward  Collins?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  Dan  Bowles?-  A.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  D'Antignac? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  Did  you  see  them  out  there? — ^A.  I  don't  remember  seeing  Mr.  Bowles  at  alL 
I  did  see  the  other  gentlemen,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  D'Antignac  coming  up  to  the  window  and  st4uiding 
there,  or  bringing  up  squads  of  one  or  two  or  three  men  and  calling  their  names?— 
A.  No.  sir.  Mr.  D'Antignac  did  not  do  anything  like  that.  He  came  up  to  the 
window  once  with  a  man:  the  negro  called  his  name,  and  I  did  not  catch  the 
name,  and  Mr.  D*Antignac  repeated  the  name,  and  I  told  him  that  we  were  the 
managers  and  ordered  him  away  from  the  window.  That  happened  only  once. 
For  Mr.  D'Antigpiac  or  anybody  else  to  have  stood  at  that  window  and  called  names 
would  have  been  such  outrageous  conduct  that  we  could  not  have  allowed  it,  and 
it  was  not  done.  Everybody  had  to  stand  back  and  vote  regularly  in  line.  So  far 
as  I  was  concerned,  I  never  heard  of  anything  like  that. 

Q.  I  believe  I  understood  you  to  say  you  did  not  act  as  a  manager  either  in  1893 
or  1894?— A.  I  am  positive  I  did  not  in  1892.  I  am  not  positive  about  1894,  but  1 
a^^^'^fi^^nkldid. 
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O.  Were  yon  around  the  poUa  in  1804?— A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Where  were  yon?— A.  I  think  I  was  a  clerk  in  that  election  in  the  Second 
Ward. 

Q.  In  1893  were  yon  a  manager  or  a  clerk? — ^A.  I  was  an  officer  of  the  United 
States.    It  was  the  election  where  Mr.  Watson  invoked  the  law  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  United  States  deputies.    I  was  apx>ointed  a  supervisor  at  the  Third 
Ward  by  the  United  States  officer. 
Q.  Did  you  see  anything  wrong  in  that  election?— A.  No,  sir;  nothing  at  all. 
Q.  Did  you  see  anything  wrong  in  the  election  of  1894? — ^A.  I  did  not. 
Q.  If  yon  had  seen  it  yon  would  have  remembered  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  remember 
distinctly  that  at  the  Third  Ward  in  1892  the  Populists  had  one  supervisor  and  the 
Democrats  the  other.    Mr.  Gepfert  was  my  cosupervisor  in  the  Tnird  Ward,  and 
we  both  signed  the  returns. 

O.  Don't  you  know  that  during  that  election  Mr.  Gtopf  ert  challenged  some  voters 
as  being  illegal  and  Chief  Hood  said  that  if  he  did  not  stop  he  would  arrest  him? — 
A.  Ko,  sir;  that  was  not  the  way  it  occurred.  He  was  challenging  voters  and 
interfering  with  the  election  to  such  an  extent  that  Chief  Hood  told  him  he  was 
going  bevond  the  bounds  of  his  authority. 

Q.  Did  he  not  make  some  threats  that  he  would  arrest  bim  if  he  did  not  stop? — 
A  No.  sir;  he  had  no  right  to  stop  him.  He  was  unnecessarily  intermeddling 
with  the  election,  and  challenged  nearly  every  negro  who  voted.  If  he  had  not 
desisted  I  would  have  interfered  myself. 

Q.  In  what  way  would  you  have*interfered? — A.  I  would  have  told  him  that  I 
did  not  think  he  was  within  the  bounds  of  his  duty  and  was  going  too  far. 
Did  you  do  that? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Chief  Hood  did?— A.  Did  what? 
,  Told  him  he  was  going  too  far?— A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  say  that.    It  was 
gerang  disagreeable  to  everybody  around  there.    Mr.  G^fert  no  doubt  did  what 
he  thought  best,  but  possibly  his  intelligence  was  not  equal  to  his  ardor,    t  thought 
Chief  Hood  acted  very  conservatively. 

Q.  Did  you  see  or  do  you  know,  in  the  election  of  1896,  of  the  payment  of  voters 
for  their  time  or  for  anything  else  in  ^oing  to  the  polls  and  voting  that  day?— A. 
No.  sir;  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  it. 

Q.  In  the  election  of  1892  or  1894,  do  you  know  of  the  payment  of  voters  for  their 
time? — ^A.  I  knew  nothing  about  it,  one  way  or  another.  1  handled  no  money,  and 
BBW  no  money,  and  knew  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  Well,  prior  to  the  elections?— A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  ansrthing  at  all 
about  it. 

Q.  In  your  race  against  Mr.  Austin,  you  had  a  registration  list  then,  did  you 
not? — A.  Tes,  sir;  a  list  was  furnished  us. 

0.  Was  there  not  quite  a  clash — ^if  not  a  personal  clash,  at  least  a  mental  clash 
and  a  wordy  clash— at  the  ix>lls,  that  each  party  was  voting  the  names  of  the  other 
party  on  the  list? — ^A.  No,  sir;  remarks  were  made  by  botn  sides  that  some  voters 
were  voting  who  had  already  voted.  I  did  not  make  any  charges.  My  friends 
made  some  char^^es  that  men  were  voting  who  had  already  voted. 

0.  Was  not  this  the  charge  made:  Say  John  Smith  was  a  supporter  of  yours  or 
of  Mr.  Austin's,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  was  in  line,  when  you  got  to  the  polls  you 
foond  somebody  had  voted  the  name  of  John  Smith?— A.  Tes,  sir;  that  was  no 
fanlt  of  ours. 

Q.  They  charged  the  same  thing  on  you,  did  thev  not?— A.  I  dont  doubt  but 
what  thev  did.  That  election  was  quiet  and  x>eaceable.  Of  course  it  is  difficult 
to  identify  negroes  in  an  election.  There  was  no  instance  of  white  men  or  of 
prominent  colored  men  doing  that. 

Q.  It  was  those  nesroes  not  well  known?— A.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Austin  was  present 
when  the  polls  closed,  and  I  think  I  invited  him  in  the  house  when  the  vote  count- 
iog  began.  He  came  by  his  attorney.  I  was  present  and  had  no  attorney.  His 
attorney  said  that  it  was  perfectly  fair,  and  he  had  no  complaints  to  make  at  all. 
Yon  know,  from  your  knowledge  of  politics,  that  it  is  impossible  to  conduct  an 
election  ana  have  everything  absoluteiv  fair. 

Q.  Ton  said  Mr.  Austin  or  his  frienas  had  voted  some  of  the  names  of  parties 
joa  had  there  to  vote  for  you?— A.  I  said  my  friends  claimed  that. 

Q.  Then  it  is  possible,  is  it  not,  that  negroes  who  were  known  to  yon  or  the  other 
managers  of  this  election  in  1895,  for  somebody  else  to  have  come  and  voted  their 
oames? — A.  Osrtadnly;  that  is  possible  in  any  election  anywhere,  eveninMcDuffle 
or  Columbia  County. 

Yon  have  never  lived  in  the  country? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have. 
Where?— A.  In  Washington,  Wilkes  County,  Ga. 

Don't  you  know  it  is  much  easier  to  detect  those  false  voters  in  somebody 
eUe's  name  m  the  country,  where  negroes  are  more  generally  known,  than  it  is  in 
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a  city? — A.  No  more  so  than  it  is  in  the  small  country  towns.  In  some  of  the 
country  districts  negroes  living  in  one  end  of  the  county  could  go  to  the  other  end 
of  the  county  and  vote  and  they  would  not  know  them. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  might  have  been  considerable  of  that  kind  of  vot- 
ing of  other  i>eople*s  names—- or  some  fellow  who  had  registered  under  two  or  three 
names  it  was  possible  for  him  to  vote  those  names  without  detection  in  this  Isst 
election? — A.  Not  at  the  Second  Ward. 

Q.  Why? — ^A.  The  Populists  had  representation  there.  They  used  extraordi- 
nary care  and  diligence  in  seeing  that  the  registration  in  the  city  was  correct. 
They  had  representatives  at  the  Second  Ward  polls,  and  as  a  man  came  up  and 
voted  they  would  check  off  the  name.  They  had  them  not  only  in  their  minds,  bat 
made  memorandums.  If  there  had  been  any  excessive  fraud  at  the  Second  Ward 
those  men  would  have  seen  it;  and  if  they  had  called  our  attention  to  it  we  would 
have  stopped  it.  You  understand,  as  a  practical  man,  that  seven  or  eiffht  men  had 
been  out  previous  to  the  election  to  investigate  the  names  of  those  colored  voters 
in  the  Second  Ward,  and  if  they  had  come  up  to  repeat  those  men  would  have  said 
something  about  it.  If  the^  did  not  do  it,  they  were  derelict  in  their  duty  as  citi- 
zens and  as  members  of  their  party. 

Q.  You  base  your  idea  that  repeating  could  not  have  gone  on  on  the  opinion 
that  the  Populists  outside  would  have  seen  it  and  called  the  manager's  attention  to 
it? — ^A.  I  sa^  there  might  have  been  some  few  down  there.  You  know  that  it  is 
impossible,  in  a  city  like  this,  for  a  man  to  have  identified  every  voter  that  came 
np.  There  was  no  large  amount  of  it.  or  those  Populists  would  have  called  atten- 
tion to  it.  It  is  not  possible  in  human  reason  or  in  election  matters  in  this  country, 
in  a  large  city  where  the  thing  has  been  worked  so  industriously  and  energetically, 
that  any  excessive  amount  of  repeating  could  have  been  done  in  the  Second  Ward 
without  attention  having  been  called  to  it.  There  were  Republicans  at  the  poUs, 
and  some  of  them,  it  seems  to  me,  would  have  said  something  about  it  to  the 
manager^. 

Q.  You  base  your  idea  that  this  repeating  of  votes  by  the  same  man  under  dif- 
ferent names  would  have  been  practically  impossible  because,  first,  you  think  the 
Populists  would  have  detected  it  and  complained  of  it;  secondly,  if  they  had  not. 
the  Democrats  and  Republicans  would  have  done  so;  and  the  third  reason  is  that 
the  managers  were  extraordinarily  careful  to  see  that  everything  was  regular  and 
in  shape? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Populists  came  there  to  vote  whose  initials  were  wrong 
on  the  registry  Ust,  but  notwithstanding  that,  the  managers  allowed  them  to  vote 
lor  Mr.  Watson.    We  had  a  perfect  right  under  the  law  to  have  refused  them. 

Q.  You  are  not  familiar  with  the  negroes  in  Augusta,  I  presume? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
J  know  a  great  many  of  them. 

Q.  About  what  proportion  of  the  negroes  that  voted  there  that  day  did  you  know 
person^ly? — ^A.  I  cotud  know  a  great  many  in  Augusta,  and  still  at  the  same  time 
Know  few  in  the  Second  Ward. 

Q.  It  may  have  been  possible,  unless  your  attention  was  called  to  it  from  the 
outside,  for  a  great  many  of  those  whom  you  did  not  know  to  have  repeated  with- 
out your  knowing  it? — A.  Of  course.  As  I  say,  the  same  thing  could  have  occurred 
in  the  country  towns. 

Q.  Even  if  you  had  known  some  of  them,  if  they  voted  at  the  negro  box  whUe 
you  presided  over  that  box  and  came  back  and  voted  at  that  box  ag^ain  while  you 
were  presiding  at  the  white  box,  you  would  not  have  seen  them? — A.  Of  course  I 
am  not  omnipresent  and  could  not  be  in  two  places  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  What  is  your  religion? — A.  I  am  a  Roman  Catholic. 

Q.  There  was  considerable  feeling  between  the  Catholics  and  the  A.P.  A.*s  in 
the  municipal  election  just  after  the  Congressional  election,  and  also  during  the 
Congressional  election,  was  there  not? — A.  I  don't  think  that  feeling  had  anytning 
to  do  with  the  election. 

Q.  Did  not  the  Roman  Catholics  resard  Mr.  Watson  as  being  supix>rted  by  the 
A.  I'.  A.'s,  and  have  a  good  deal  of  feeUng  against  Mr.  Watson  on  tnat  account?— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  the  Catholics  took  that  view  of  it.  They  are  loyal  Dem- 
ocrats; and  a  great  many  Catholics  have  a  strong  admiration  for  Mr.  Watson  per- 
sonally, although  they  differ  from  him  on  ix>litical  questions. 

Q.  But  did  not  that  feeling  cause  a  ^ood  many  Catholics  who  might  otherwise 
have  supported  Mr.  Watson  to  oxvpose  him?— -A.  I  think  not.  Some  of  the  members 
of  the  A.  P.  A.  voted  for  Major  Black. 

Jno.  D.  Shkahan. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  PubliCt  Richmond  County,  Go. 
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BRTAN  LAWRENCE,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq.: 

Q.  Do  yon  occnpy  any  official  position  connected  with  the  city  goyemment? — 
A.  I  am  a  member  of  conncil  from  the  Second  Ward. 

How  long  have  von  been  in  conncil? — A.  This  is  my  second  year. 
Where  are  yon  from? — A.  I  came  from  Woonsocket,  B.  I. 
How  long  have  yon  been  living  in  Angnsta? — A.  For  seventeen  vears. 
Were  yon  at  the  Congressional  election  that  took  place  in  Octooer,  1895? — 
A.  'Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  vote  for?— A.  Major  Black. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  the  First,  Second,  Third,  or  Fonrth  Ward?— A.  At  the  Second 
Ward. 

Q.  What  was  the  conduct  of  that  election  that  day,  so  far  as  yon  conld  see,  as 
to  fairness,  qnietness,  and  honesty? — ^A.  I  never  saw  a  more  honest  election  in  my 
life.  This  is  a  very  small  ward— the  Second— and  we  had  very  few  people  to  vote 
here. 

Q.  How  many  colored  voters  are  there  in  this  ward?— A.  I  suppose  about  800 
or  350. 

Q.  How  was  the  voting  during  that  day? — A.  It  was  very  easy.  One  man  would 
come  up  and  vote,  and  tnen  maybe  two  or  three  men  would  come  up. 

Q.  During  that  day  were  you  around  the  polls  taking  any  pie^  in  tne  election? — 
A.  I  was  around  the  polls. 

Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Did  you  see  any  money  used  at  the  polls? — A.  No,  sir. 
If  there  had  been  any  repeating  or  any  money  used  would  you  not  have  seen 
it  from  where  you  were  standmg? — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  If  a  witness  testified  that  a  squad  of  seven  or  eight  colored  voters  would  go 
to  the  colored  box  and  vote,  then  move  and  go  to  another  box  and  vote,  and  then 
move  on  to  another  box,  until  they  had  voted  at  all  three  boxes,  and  then  turn 
around  and  vote  again  at  the  three  boxes,  would  that  be  true? — A.  There  is  no 
truth  in  it. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  W.  Broxton  stated  in  his  evidence  that  that  was  true. — A.  No,  sir; 
th^  is  no  truth  in  it. 

Q.  How  many  boxes  were  there  at  the  Second  Ward?— A.  Two. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  could  they  have  done  what  he  said  they  did  do? — A.  No, 
sir.  I  saw  colored  men  go  up  to  the  white  box  to  vote,  and  the  managers  refused 
to  take  his  ballot,  and  sent  him  to  the  colored  box,  where  he  would  vote. 

Q.  What  was  the  custom  as  to  whites  and  negroes  voting? — A.  The  white  people 
Toted  in  one  box,  and  the  colored  people  voted  in  an  entirely  separate  box. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  C.  W.  Broxton? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  that  he  bears  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lives  for  truth  and  veracity? — A.  Very  bad. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  that  reputation  would  you  believe  him  on  oath? — A. 
I  would  not. 

Q.  When  Dr.  J.  B.  Littleton,  who  claims  to  have  lived  in  the  Second  Ward,  testi- 
fied to  about  the  same  thing,  was  that  true  or  not? — ^A.  No,  sir.  Those  men  came 
there  to  object  and  kick,  and  they  were  going  to  object  whether  the  election  was 
right  or  wrong.    Thev  came  there  to  cry  **  Wolf." 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  J.  J.  Gribble? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  a  heeler  for  Mr. 
Watson. 

Q.  What  kind  of  heeling  did  you  see  him  dor — A.  I  saw  him  bring  up  three  or 
four  negroes  and  vote  them. 

Q.  For  whom?— A.  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Watson. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  stey  there?— A.  He  remained  about  five  minutes,  and  then 
he  sneaked  off  like  he  had  stolen  something. 

Q.  You  say  Dr.  Littleton  came  to  the  polls  to  halloo  **  Wolf,"  anyhow?— A.  Yes, 
sir;  he  came  for  that  purpose. 

Did  you  see  Dr.  Littleton  at  the  polls  that  day?— A.  I  did. 
Were  you  in  a  position  to  see  anything  Dr.  Littleton  saw?— A.  I  was;  yes,  sir. 
Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  there  so  public  and  aboveboard  that 
any  man  could  recognize  it  from  the  position  where  Dr.  Littleton  claims  he  stood?— 
A  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Dr.  Littleton? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  used  to  be  a  neighbor  of  mine. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  Dr.  Littleton  in  the  community,  would  you  believe 
bim  on  his  oath?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  general  reputetion  in  the  community?— A.  His  general  reputa- 
tion is  pretty  tougn,  so  far  as  doctors  are  concerned.  He  has  associated  himself 
with  a  doctor  here  by  the  name  of  A.  B.  McNanghton. 
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Q.  What  is  there  peculiar  abont  Dr.  A.  B.  McNaaghton?— A.  He  is  an  abar- 
tionist,  and  a  bigamist,  too. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  at  the  Second  Ward  that  day?— A.  I  was  th«-e  in  the 
interest  of  my  friend,  Major  Black. 

Q.  Were  you  engaged  in  carrying  negroes  up  to  the  polls  and  voting  them? — A. 
No,  sir;  not  one.  My  hands,  of  whom  X  have  about  20,  met  me  at  the  x>oJls,  and 
they  idl  went  up  and  voted  for  Major  Black.  1  met  them  there  about  luuf  past  11 
o'clock.    I  had  my  driver  to  bring  them  in  and  take  them  back. 

Q.  Were  they  all  colored  men? — A.  No,  sir;  some  of  them  were  colored  and 
some  were  white. 

Q.  Who  did  the  Republicans  in  the  Second  Ward  vote  for?— A.  For  Maj<n> 
Black. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  esq.: 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  management  of  the  election  there  either  as  clerk 
or  manager? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  You  did  not  go  in  the  room  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  official  position  have  you  held  in  Augusta  since  you  have  been  here?— 
A.  Nothing  but  a  councilman. 

J.  What  is  your  business?— A.  I  am  in  the  butchering  business. 
|.  How  long  have  you  been  in  that  business? — A.  About  twenty-five  years. 
J.  You  have  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  Mr.  Black  in  all  these  elections? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

|.  You  say  Mr.  Broxton  has  a  very  bad  character? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
(,  For  telling  the  truth?— A.  Just  the  opposite. 

J.  Do  you  know  that  from  your  own  knowledge  of  him?— A.  From  his  general 
reputation;  what  people  say  about  him. 

Q.  Has  Dr.  Littleton  got  that  kind  of  a  reputation,  too — that  he  won't  tell  the 
truth? — A.  Yes,  sir;  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than  the  other  man. 

You  say  Dr.  Littleton  is  connected  with  Dr.  McNaughton?— A.  Yee,  air. 
In  what  way? — A.  Assisting  him  in  his  practice. 
As  an  abortionist? — A.  I  think  so;  or  in  an3^hing  else. 
Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  Imowledge? — A.  I  am  prepared  to  prove  it  as 
'.  McNaughton. 

Did  you  ever  see  it?— A.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  seen  it;  but  I  can  prove  it. 
You  base  that  on  what  you  think  you  can  prove? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
J.  Both  as  to  Dr.  Littleton  and  Dr.  McNaughton? — ^A.  Dr.  Littleton  aasociates 
himself  with  Dr.  McNaughton,  who  is  in  that  kind  of  business.    I  saw  a  cfuxL  in 
the  paper,  signed  by  Dr.  McNaughton,  announcing  that  he  had  associated  Dr. 
Littleton  with  him. 

Q.  Did  the  card  in  the  paper  advertise  them  as  being  abortionists? — A.  No,  sir; 
they  don't  generally  do  that. 

Q.  Then  the  reason  you  think  Dr.  Littleton  is  an  abortionist  is  because  you  think 
you  can  prove  that  Dr.  McNaughton  is? — ^A.  UsuaUy  ''birds  of  a  fea&er  flock 
together.  ^' 

Q.  You  don*t  know  anvthing  of  that  kind  against  Dr.  Littleton  yourself?— A. 
No,  sir;  I  don't  think  he  has  good  sense. 
Q.  You  think  he  is  a  fool  as  well  as  a  knave?— A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  sajr  you  came  to  the  polls  about  half  past  11  o'clock? — A.  No,  sir;  I  came 
here  and  waited  until  half  past  past  11  o'clock,  until  my  emplojrees  came. 
j.  What  were  you  doing  while  waiting?— A.  Just  walking  around. 
\.  Electioneering? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

|.  Were  jon  not  soliciting  votes  for  Major  Black? — A.  No,  sir. 
J.  Or  urging  them  to  go  up  and  vote? — A.  No,  sir.    I  did  not  urge  men  to  go 
up  and  vote,  nor  did  I  see  anybody  else  do  it.    There  was  no  occasion  for  it 
They  were  all  bent  on  voting  for  Major  Black,  and  they  were  going  to  do  it. 

Q.  Were  vou  here  the  balance  of  the  day,  after  your  hands  voted?— A.  I  was 
here  until  about  half  past  1  o'clock.    Then  I  went  home  and  got  my  dinner. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay?— A.  I  suppose  I  was  gone  three-quarters  of  an  hoar. 
Then  I  came  back.  And  if  any  of  this  repeating  was  done,  it  was  done  during 
that  interval. 

).  You  ore  not  prepared  to  say  there  was  none  during  that  time?— A.  No,  sir. 
).  Did  you  see  Dr.  Stradley  here  that  day?— A.  I  did. 
).  Where  was  he  standing?— A.  About  30  feet  from  the  window. 
J.  If  Dr.  Stradley  says  he  saw  men  repeating,  what  would  you  say  abont  that?— 
A.  I  should  say  I  did  not  see  it  myself,  and  I  think  he  could  be  mistaken. 

Q.  What  is  Dr.  Stradley's  character? — ^A.  I  think  he  is  as  fine  a  gentleman  as 
there  is  in  the  city  of  Augusta. 
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Q.  Did  any  disturbance  oocnr  there  while  Dr.  Stradley  was  there?— A.  I  don*t 
remember. 

Q.  Did  any  disturbance  occur  there  at  all  that  day  while  you  were  there?— A. 
Not  while  I  was  there;  no,  sir. 

9-  Was  there  not  a  difficulty  there  that  day  between  Mr.  D*Antignac  and  Mr. 
Bnnson? — ^A.  Not  around  where  I  was  at. 

Where  was  it?— A.  It  occurred  in  front  of  the  court-house,  on  the  steps. 
Were  you  present?— A.  No,  sir.    I  was  there  a  good  while  afterwards. 
.   Was  it  all  over  and  the  pu'ties  gone  when  you  got  there? — A.  Mr.  Brinson 
was  gone;  but  I  think  Mr.  D'Antignac  was  arouna  the  court-house. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  D*Antignac  very  active  here  that  day  in  carrying  up  voters?— A.  I 
did  not  see  him  carrjring  up  anv  voters.  I  saw  him  at  the  window  once  or  twice, 
but  I  don*t  know  what  he  was  doing.  I  know  he  did  not  carry  up  any  voters  that 
I  flaw. 

Q.  Ton  were  one  of  the  managers  here  in  the  election  of  1892  or  18d4?— A.  Only 
once— 1894. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  wrong  then. — A.  No,  sir. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  any  questions  relating  to  the  election  of  1892  or 
1894  as  being  irrelevant.) 

Q.  What  Dart  did  you  take  in  the  election  of  1894?— A.  I  was  around  the  polls, 
and  saw  nothing  wrong  in  either  instance. 

S.  You  never  saw  any  buying  of  voters  at  the  polls  when  they  would  come  up 
vote,  or  just  previous,  or  just  as  they  were  going  off?— A.  No.  sir;  I  never  did. 
Q.  At  any  of  the  three  elections?— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.    I  had  no  chance  to  see 
it  in  1894. 
0.  You  were  in  the  house?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  repeating  of  votes  in  1892  or  1894? — A.  Not  on  my  own 
knowledge.  Yes;  I  did  know  of  a  case.  In  1894  there  were  six  or  seven  men  who 
came  from  the  f actorv  to  vote  at  my  box. 

Q.  Had  they  voted  prior  to  that  in  that  election? — A.  I  could  not  say  that. 
They  came  to  vote  at  my  box,  and  I  took  their  ballots.    We  had  no  registry  list  at 
that  time.    They  went  two  or  three  windows  down  further  and  attempted  to  vote 
again,  and  I  ran  over  to  Mr.  Davis  and  told  him  those  men  had  already  voted. 
And  you  stopped  them?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Who  did  they  want  to  vote  for?— A.  They  voted  for  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Watson. 
That  was  the  only  time  that  you  saw  anything  of  that  kind  at  all? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  parties  calling  on  the  officials  of  the  Central 
Railroad — Superintendent  Hoge — some  time  since,  and  asking  him  to  discharge 
employees  who  belonged  to  the  A.  P.  A.  on  the  ground  that  they  were  A.  P.  A.'s? — 
A  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  any  such  thing  occurring. 

^  Do  you  know  of  any  such  thing  before  the  election?— A.  No,  sir. 
Nor  of  any  such  since? — A.  No,  sir. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling  between  the  A.  P.  A.*8  and  the  Catholics  in 
this  last  election?— A.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  part  of  the  A.  P.  A.'s. 
You  are  a  Catholic,  are  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Was  not  there  considerable  feeling  on  the  Catholic  side?— A.  No,  sir.    They 
a  great  deal  of  pity  for  those  people. 

Q.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  A.  P.  A.  *s  against  the 
Catholics?- A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  impression  got  out  that  the  A.  P.  A.'s  were  supporting 
Mr.  Watson,  and  that  that  intensified  the  Catholic  vote  for  Mr.  Black? — A.  I  don^t 
think  that  had  unvthing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  You  don't  think  the  A.  P.  A.  had  any  effect  on  the  election? — A.  I  believe 
they  did  offer  to  turn  over  2,500  votes  to  Mr.  Black  under  some  certain  conditions. 

Q.  Who  made  that  proposition?- A.  I  think  Mr.  Bowles,  of  the  firm  of  Fleming 
&  fiowles,  was  one  of  the  men. 

Q.  He  is  a  Democrat,  is  he  not?— A.  He  is  supposed  to  be,  but  I  don't  think  he  is. 

Q.  What  was  that  propnosition?— A.  I  think  it  was  to  give  the  A.  P.  A.  control 
of  the  registry  list  and  give  up  everything  to  them  and  let  them  run  it  to  suit 
themselves — to  let  them  come  around  and  work  around  the  polls  and  Major 
Black's  friends  to  keep  their  hands  off  and  let  them  run  it  and  they  would  give 
2,000  votes  to  Major  Black. 

Q.  Who  did  they  make  that  proposition  to?— A.  I  think  to  Major  Cumming  and 
one  or  two  other  gentlemen. 

Q.  That  was  all  hearsay,  was  it  not?  You  don't  know  of  it  being  made  person- 
•ally?— A.  I  can  prove  what  I  am  testifying  to. 
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Q.  Do  yon  know  it  of  yonr  own  knowledge  or  from  other  sonroes? — A.  I  think 
one  of  the  parties  told  me  who  was  on  the  committee  that  made  the  propositiofn. 
Q.  Yon  did  not  hear  it  made  yonrself? — A.  No,  sir. 

B.  LAWltENCE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Oa. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  January  25, 1896. 

Saturday,  January  j85,  1896. 
Present  for  contestant,  J.  T.  West,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq. 

S.  H.  MTERS,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  J.  R.  Lahar,  esq.: 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside?— A.  In  this  city  and  county. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Augusta?— A.  Off  and  on  about  twenty-five 
years. 

What  business  do  you  follow?— A.  Merchandising. 
How  long  have  you  been  in  that  business? — A.  Since  1882. 
Wholesale  or  retail?— A.  Both. 
What  character  of  stock? — A.  Dry  eoods  and  shoes. 

What  positions  of  honor  or  trust  nave  vou  held  and  do  you  hold  in  this 
county? — A.  I  am  at  present  a  member  of  the  board  of  education. 
|.  Have  you  ever  served  as  a  manager  of  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Did  you  serve  as  a  manager  of  the  special  election  of  1805? — A.  I  did. 
Who  were  the  other  managers? — A .  There  was  Judge  Vaughan,  and  I  think 
John  Vaughan,  jr.,  and  myself. 

Q.  Where  were  the  polls  located? — A.  At  engine  house  Ko.  8. 

Q.  What  were  your  opportunities  for  seeing  what  went  on  in  that  election?— A 
I  saw  ever3rthing  that  was  going  on.  We  could  see  on  both  sides  of  the  street 
there. 

Q.  What  was  your  familiarity  with  the  voters  of  that  ward— jMirticularly  the 
negroes? — A.  I  am  acquainted  with  the  names  or  the  faces  of  a  majority  of  tnem. 

Q.  In  your  own  way,  I  will  ask  vou  to  state  what  you  can  about  the  manner  in 
which  that  election  was  conducted,  and  what,  if  any,  irregularities,  disturbances, 
repeating,  intimidation,  or  anything  of  that  sort  that  you  saw. — A.  There  was  no 
intimidation,  and  there  were  positively  no  irregularities,  as  far  as  I  knew.  Each 
man  would  come  up  to  tne  window  and  select  his  ballot  and  give  his  name.  1 
knew  numbers  of  the  negroes,  and  sometimes  I  would  call  their  name  out,  and  the 
clerk  who  had  the  list  would  call  out  "  Check,**  indicating  that  the  name  was  on 
the  list,  and  I  would  number  and  deposit  the  ballot. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  si^s  of  repeating  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  a  position  to  have  known  of  repeating  if  it  had  been  going  on?— 
A.  I  think  I  was.  If  a  negro  whom  I  knew  had  attempted  to  vote  in  anybody 
else's  name  I  should  have  stopped  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  to  arouse  your  suspicion? — ^A.  Nothing  whatever. 

Q.  Was  there  any  complaint  made  by  anyone  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the 
election? — A.  No,  sir;  none  at  all. 

Q.  Was  there  any  statement  made  by  any  one  of  Mr.  Watson's  supporters  who 
were  present  during  that  election  as  to  its  fairness? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  made  that  statement? — A.  Dr.  S.  T.  Potts,  sr. 

Q.  Who  is  he? — A.  He  is  a  known  supporter  of  Mr.  Watson,  and  I  think  was 
Mr.  Watson's  manager  at  the  Third  Ward. 

Q.  What  did  he  say? — A.  He  said  it  was  the  fairest  election  he  had  ever  seen. 
Just  before  the  polls  closed  Judge  Vaughan,  who  was  a  manager  of  the  election, 
asked  Dr.  Potts  to  step  inside  and  represent  Mr.  Watson  at  the  counting  of  the 
ballots.  He  came  in  and  saw  the  ballots  counted  and  saw  us  mark  up  the  tally 
sheet,  and  we  came  out  together.  He  expressed  himself  as  perfectly  satisfied. 
He  made  no  complaint  in  my  hearing;  and  the  only  statement  he  did  make  was 
as  to  its  being  a  fair  election. 

Q.  What  was  the  size  of  the  crowd  around  the  polls  that  day? — A.  They  varied. 

Q.  I  mean  with  reference  to  the  number  of  negroes  present. — A.  I  should  jndsre 
there  were  anywhere  between  150  and  300  negroes  there.  At  one  time  especiafly 
the  street  was  jammed  with  them,  and  the  police  had  to  break  the  crowd.  That 
was  when  the  band  came  down  and  played. 

Q.  After  the  band  left,  what  would  you  say  as  to  the  size  of  the  crowd?— 
A.  There  was  between  150  and  200  there  then. 
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Q.  How  wide  is  Jones  street  opposite  the  Third  Ward  x>olls?— A.  I  should  say 
it  was  45  or  50  feet  wide. 

Q.  Between  the  wall  of  the  Planters'  Hotel,  on  Jones  street,  and  the  windows 
where  the  voting  was  being  done,  how  far  was  it?— A.  I  should  judge  between  60 
and  70  feet. 

Q.  When  vou  said  Jones  street  was  45  or  50  feet  wide  did  you  include  the  side- 
walks?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  From  the  inner  edge  of  the  sidewalk  on  one  side  to  the  inner  edge  of  the 
sidewalk  on  the  other,  aoNout  how  far  would  it  be? — A.  About  65  feet. 

Q.  Where  was  the  colored  box? — A.  It  was  at  the  window  that  opened  out  on 
McCsrtan  s^^et. 

Q.  If  that  street  were  extended  in  a  straight  line  it  would  ko  right  through  the 
PUmters'  Hotel,  would  it  not?~A.  Yes,  sir.    It  makes  a  bend  there. 

Q.  Supi>06e  a  man  was  standing  at  the  rear  of  the  Planters'  Hotel  on  the  side- 
walk, wnat  would  be  his  opportunities  for  seeing  a  man  at  the  window  where  the 
negroee  voted,  considering  the  nize  of  the  crowd  and  the  people  moving  backward 
and  forward  on  Jones  street? — A.  My  opinion  would  be  that  he  could  only  see 
those  people  directly  on  the  outside  of  the  crowd,  and  could  not  possibly  see  on 
the  inside  of  the  crowd,  as  the  sidewidk  is  very  narrow  there  and  10  people  would 
fill  it. 

Q.  I  don't  know  that  those  men  who  have  testified  about  it  said  that  they  did  see 
the  votes  cast,  but  you  think  it  would  have  been  practically  impossible  for  a  person 
in  that  position  to  nave  determined  exactly  what  was  going  on  at  that  window? — 
A.  Tes,  sir.  With  that  crowd  around  there  that  day,  it  was  a  physical  impossibility 
to  have  told  what  was  going  on  at  the  window. 

S.  What  is  the  custom  in  elections  in  this  city,  in  bringing  voters  up  to  the 
.  8,  as  to  the  workers,  or  officers,  or  canvassers,  or  what  has  been  termed  in  this 
contest  here ' '  heelers,"  coming  up  with  the  voters  to  the  window?— A.  That  depends 
on  the  number  that  comes  up.  Sometimes  one  man  will  come  up  with  another^ 
and  sometimes  one  will  come  up  with  two  or  three  or  four.  Sometimes  these 
people  would  come  up  to  see  how  their  friends  were  voting. 

Q.  So  that  if  in  a  crowd  that  went  up  to  the  window  you  saw  a  number  of 
familiar  faces  that  had  been  \xp  there  before  it  would  not  at  aU  follow  that  those 
men  who  came  up  the  second  time  were  repeaters? — A.  Oh,  no,  sir.  They  did  not 
Tote  when  they  came  back  the  second  time. 

Q.  As  a  practical  man,  if  you  saw  a  number  of  people,  say  15  or  16,  ^o  up  to  the 
window,  and  then  in  a  little  while  afterwards  you  saw  another  crowa  come  back 
to  the  window,  and  recognized  a  number  of  faces  in  the  second  crowd  that  you 
had  recognized  in  the  first  crowd,  the  presimiption  would  be  that  they  were 
strikers  who  had  carried  up  the  first  crowd  and  who  were  bringing  up  the  second 
one?— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  remember  their  faces,  and  if  a  man  had  voted  he  could 
not  come  back  within  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  and  vote  again. 

Q.  If  you  had  seen  any  repeating  what  would  you  have  done? — A.  I  would  have 
thrown  out  the  ballot  and  not  counted  it. 

Q.  With  your  familiarity  with  these  voters  and  their  faces  and  names,  did  you 
8ee  anything  like  repeating  going  on?— A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  as  to  an  organized  band  of  repeaters  going  backward 
and  forward  voting,  and  then  voting  again  and  again.  Could  that  have  been  pos- 
sible?—A.  No,  sir;  it  could  not.  Lots  of  negroes  would  come  there  that  I  knew, 
and  who  would  hand  me  their  ballots  and  call  their  name  and  their  name  would 
not  be  on  the  list.  They  would  insist  that  they  had  registered,  and  upon  ques- 
tioning them  carefully  1  would  ascertain  that  they  lived  in  another  ward,  and  I 
wonld  instruct  them  to  go  to  that  ward  to  vote.  I  remember  there  was  Bob  Wynn, 
who  works  at  the  Conmiercial  Club,  stood  there  and  argued  with  me  for  five  min- 
tites  that  he  was  registered,  and  I  finally  sent  him  to  the  Fourth  Ward,  where  he 
had  lived  at  the  time  he  registered,  but  had  subsequently  moved  into  the  Third 
Ward.    There  were  a  number  of  instances  of  that  kind  there  during  the  day. 

Q.  What  had  been  the  custom  in  Augusta  before  this  election  as  to  the  places 
where  meiK  could  vote  in  the  city  and  county  elections? — A.  Before  the  present 
registration  law  was  adopted  you  could  vote  anywhere  in  the  county.  Unaer  this 
last  law  there  has  been  a  change  made  from  what  had  been  the  law  and  the  custoni 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Q.  What  about  men  being  brought  up  to  the  polls  and  having  their  names 
called  out  by  somebody  else? — A.  That  only  happened  once,  and  early  in  the 
i&oming. 

Q.  State  what  occurred. — A.  One  negro  came  up  with  another  and  handed  in 
m  ballot  and  called  out  his  name.  I  think  he  was  one  of  the  workers,  because  I 
saw  him  around  the  polls.    I  asked  the  negro  with  the  ballot,  *'  Don't  you  know 
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yonr  own  name?  "  He  said  he  did,  and  I  said,  *'  In  the  f  ntnre  yoa  call  your  name 
yourself; "  and  I  handed  his  ballot  back  to  him.  Tlien  he  picked  it  np  and  handeA 
it  to  me  again  and  called  oat  his  name. 

Q.  After  that  there  was  no  snch  thing  as  the  heeler  c^ling  oat  the  TOier  g 
name?— A.  No,  sir;  it  only  occnrred  once — early  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Were  any  negroes  broaght  ap  by  white  men  to  the  polls  daring  the  day?— 
A.  I  saw  no  white  men  bringing  them  ap  or  calling  oat  their  names,  with  one 
exception.  Mr.  Marphey,  I  tnink  it  was,  broaght  his  colored  man  ap  there  to  rote 
and  called  oat  his  name  for  him. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  like  one  man  voting  a  sqaad  of  men,  and  then  bringing 
them  back  and  voting  them  again  and  again? — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  like  that 
occnrred.  I  sappose  some  few  indiWdaals  coma  ap  with  the  negroes  who  irorked 
for  them  to  see  that  they  voted.    I  recall  Mr.  Marphey. 

<^.  What  was  the  color  of  the  Watson  badges  there  that  day?^A.  They  were 
white. 

Q.  What  was  the  color  of  the  badges  worn  by  Mr.  Black*s  sapporters? — A. 
They  were  red. 

Q.  I  forgot  to  ask  yoa  a  while  ago,  when  yoa  were  speaking  aboat  Dr.  Potta,  as  to 
what  took  place  after  the  election.  There  were  some  comments  in  the  papers, 
were  there  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.  In  the  Tribane  on  the  day  after  the  election  tnere 
was  something  said  aboat  there  having  been  some  votes  cast  for  Mr.  Wataon 
which  were  not  counted.  I  am  a  snbscnber  to  the  Tribane.  I  saw  this  editorial 
and  thought  it  reflected  apon  myself  as  one  of  the  mana^rs  of  the  election,  and 
I  took  the  paper  and  went  over  to  Dr.  Potts's  honse,  which  was  right  across  t)xe 
street  from  my  place  of  business,  to  see  him  aboat  it.  I  told  him  that  he  knew 
that  article  was  absolntely  incorrect,  as  he  was  there  and  saw  the  ballots  coonted. 
He  said,  ''  Yes,  I  did."  Me  stated  that  he  would  deny  the  statement;  I  think  he 
said  he  would  speak  to  his  son,  who  was  connected  with  the  paper,  about  it,  and 
have  it  corrected.  He  came  over  to  my  store  afterwards  and  read  me  an  article 
which  he  was  going  to  have  published  that  afternoon  in  my  defense,  and  I  told 
him,  "All  right;  let  it  go." 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  card  a^  to  its  vindication  of  the  charge 
made? — A.  It  was  a  perfect  vindication. 

Q.  Was  there  any  charge  made  in  that  article  in  the  Tribune  about  there  being 
any  repeating? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  in  reference  to  the  ballots  cast  not  being 
counted. 

Q.  Were  the  ballots  counted  as  cast?— A.  Yes,  sir.  First,  those  in  the  white 
box  and  then  those  in  the  colored  box.  I  remember  there  was  one  ballot  over« 
and  we  looked  at  all  of  them  to  see  if  there  was  one  which  did  not  bear  a  num- 
ber, and,  finding  one  that  did  not«  we  threw  it  out.  It  was  for  Major  Black.  Dr. 
Potts  was  present  and  saw  that  occur. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  ever  s-iw  any  election  more  fairly  conducted  and  more 
free  from  irregularities  than  this  one  in  the  Third  Ward? — ^A.  Not  since  I  have 
been  a  manager — for  the  last  four  or  five  years. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West.  Esq.: 

Q.  I  understand  that  you  were  one  of  the  managers  of  that  election  for  the  Third 
Ward  and  the  Messrs.  Yaughan  were  the  other  managers?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  of  you  were  Democrats,  were  you  not? — A.  lean  only  answer  for  myself. 
I  was. 


Q.  Did  you  not  hear  the  others  say?— A.  No,  sir. 


Don*t  you  know  they  are  regarded  as  Democrats?— A.  It  was  my  belief  that 
they  were,  but  I  could  not  state  positively  that  such  was  the  fact. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  vote  that  day? — A.  I  could  not  tell.    My  back  was  to  them, 
and  they  might  have  voted  and  I  not  have  seen  them. 

Were  you  a  manager  at  the  Congressional  election  of  1894? — A.  Yee,  sir. 

And  in  1892  also? — A.  Yes,  sir:  1  think  I  was. 

You  stated  that  your  opportunities  for  seeing  what  was  going  on  were  good. 
I  presume  you  mean  that  in  a  general  way.  You  had,  of  course,  special  charge 
or  looking  after  and  depositing  the  ballots  in  the  box  and  overlooking  the  clerks 
and  things  of  that  sort.  You  don't  pretend  that  you  could  see  how  it  was  going 
on  out  of  doors? — A.  I  could  see  outside  to  the  right  and  left  of  me,  bat  not  at 
all  times. 
Q.  How  many  boxes  did  you  have  in  that  election? — A.  Two. 
O.  How  did  you  manage  that?  Three  managers  and  two  boxes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Judge  Yaughan  and  his  son  had  charge  of  the  white  box,  and  I  had  charge  of  the 
colored  box.  That  arrangement  lasted  throughout  the  day  with  the  exception  of 
a  very  few  minutes. 
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Q.  I  suppose  the  voting  waB  more  rapid  at  times  than  at  others?— A.  It  was 
pretty  steady  ontil  about  half  past  1  o  clock;  that  is,  at  the  colored  box.  No 
white  people  voted  at  the  colored  box. 

Q.  And  no  colored  people  voted  at  the  white  box?— A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  My 
back  was  tnmed  to  them. 

Q.  You  don't  know  positively  whether  any  negroes  voted  at  the  white  box  or 
not?— A.  I  know  positively  that  they  did  not,  because  that  box  was  separately  for 
white  people. 

Q.  Still  there  was  no  law  that  they  should  not  do  so,  and  if  a  negro  had  gone  to 
the  white  box  and  tendered  his  ballot  it  would  have  been  taken? — A.  No,  sir.  The 
reason  I  am  so  positive  about  that  is  because  there  was  a  bright  colored  fellow 
came  to  my  box  to  vote  and  I  thought  he  was  a  white  man  and  told  him  to  go  to 
the  other  box,  and  then  to  my  surprise  they  sent  him  back  to  my  window  and  told 
me  he  was  a  negro. 

Q.  The  arrangement  was  that  they  were  to  receive  no  colored  votes  and  you 
would  receive  no  white  votes?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

9*  The  only  point  I  want  to  bring  out  is  this:  You  reallv  did  not  see  what  was 
going  on  at  the  white  box  so  far  as  who  was  voting  and  things  of  that  sort  were 
concerned? — A.  No;  I  could  not  see  them,  but  I  oonld  hear  the  name6  called. 

Q.  The  window  where  one  box  was  located  opened  on  one  street,  and  the  other 
on  another  street  around  the  corner  of  the  builaing? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  was  it  around  the  outside  of  the  house,  would  you  suppose,  from  one 
window  to  another?— A.  About  15  feet;  the  windows  were  about  10  feet  apart  on 
the  inside. 

You  had  a  set  of  clerks  at  your  box? — A.  Yes.  sir. 
And  they  had  a  separate  set  at  theirs? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
How  many  at  each? — A.  I  think  we  had  three  clerks  each. 
Do  you  remember  who  the  clerks  were?— A.  We  have  had  three  elections 
since  that  time,  but  I  think  that  at  my  box  there  was  Dick  Beynolds,  Frank  Moses, 
and,  I  think,  Dave  Williams. 
Q.  Do  you  remember  the  clerks  at  the  other  box? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  know  the  political  status  or  affiliations  of  the  various  clerks? — A. 
Not  positively. 

Q.  Those  three  you  mentioned  were  Democrats,  I  suppose? — A.  I  will  have  to 
answer  that  question  as  I  did  the  other;  I  never  saw  those  boys  vote.  I  think 
they  were  Democrats. 

Q.  You  say  that  the  voting  was  going  on  pretty  steady  until  about  half  pa^  % 
o'clock? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 


Q.  And  you  closed  at  what  time?— A.  Half  past  8. 


You  had  to  receive  the  baUot?— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  numbered  it  and  put  it  in 
^  box.  If  the  voter  folded  it  it  stayed  folded,  and  if  not  I  put  it  in  without 
folding. 

J.  That  necessarily  kept  your  attention  pretty  well  engaged? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
.  You  did  not  have  much  time  to  devote  to  looking  out  of  the  window,  or 
ly  to  looking  out  at  what  occurred  at  either  window? — A.  The  voter  would 
giTe  his  name,  and  while  the  clerks  were  looking  for  the  name  I  would  have  time 
to  look  around. 

Q.  The  names  were  arranged  alphabetically?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  clerks  found  them  pretty  quickly,  did  they  not? — A.  Sometimes  they 
would,  and  sometimes  they  would  not. 

Q.  How  many  negroes  were  there  on  the  registry  list  for  the  Third  Ward. — A. 
I  will  be  guessing  if  I  make  you  an  estimate;  but  I  think  there  were  560,  or  some- 
thing like  that. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  voted?— A.  I  think  possibly  all  but  15  or  20.  That  is  my 
recollection  now. 

Q.  Out  of  that  560  or  540,  as  the  case  may  be,  how  many  of  those  negroes,  or 
»b(rat  what  proportion  of  those  negroes,  did  you  know  when  you  saw  them,  either 
by  name  or  by  their  features?— A.  That  is  a  hard  matter  for  me  to  tell.  I  would 
ciow  a  negro's  features  and  his  name  would  not  be  familiar  to  me,  and  again  I 
nuKbt  know  his  features  and  when  he  would  call  his  name  I  would  recognize  it. 

Q.  About  what  proportion  would  you  say? — A.  I  suppose  I  would  know  400, 
possibly. 

Q.  You  would  know  they  were  giving  their  proper  name?— A.  Yes,  sir.  Being 
in  that  ward,  I  was  familiar  with  them. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  special  effort  when  a  voter  came  up  to  identify  him? — ^A. 
If  i  knew  him.  or  if  nobody  challenged  him,  I  thought  he  was  the  man. 
,  Q.  It  is  possible  that  there  were  or  might  have  been  negroes  who  rex)eated,  vot- 
ing namee  of  some  one  else  on  the  registration  list? — A.  No,  sir;  because,  if  a  negro 
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had  come  tip  and  yoted  that  day  and  had  come  back  within  a  reasonable  length  of 
time,  something  abont  his  features  or  his  manner  or  his  dress  would  have  been 
familiar. 

Q.  Suppose  a  man  yoted  at  10  o'clock  and  appeared  a^ain  at  11  o'clock,  and  von 
did  not  know  him  previons  to  that  time,  is  it  not  possible  that  yon  would  not  have 
recognized  him  as  the  previous  voter? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  hardly  think  so,  because  I 
have  a  very  good  memory  for  faces  and  names. 

Q.  Is  it  not  possible  for  this  to  have  been  done:  For  a  negro's  name  to  have  been 
gotten  on  the  list  illegally  as  Tom  Jones,  and  there  was  no  such  person  living  in 
that  ward — a  negro  whom  jron  did  not  know  could  come  up  and  vote  as  Tom  Jones?— 
A.  The  mere  fact  of  his  giving  his  name  as  Tom  Jones  and  nobody  challenging 
him,  and  his  name  being  on  the  list,  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  my  mind  that 
he  was  Tom  Jones. 
Q.  Did  anybody  offer  to  repeat  there  that  day?~A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  those  parties  whom  you  spoke  of  as  living  in  other  wards  Rive  names 
that  did  not  appear  on  the  registration  list,  or  did  they  try  to  vote  somebody  else's 
name?— A.  Thev  would  give  us  names  which  were  not  on  our  list  at  all. 

Q.  Suppose  Tom  Jones  voted,  and  you  did  not  know  him,  the  name  of  Tom 
Jones  was  checked?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  supi>ose  that  man  was  not  Tom  Jones,  and  the  real  Tom  Jones  would 
come  up  and  offer  to  vote? — A.  He  could  not  do  so,  because  the  name  of  Tom 
Jones  had  been  voted. 

Q.  Did  you  conduct  the  elections  of  1803  and  1804  in  the  same  precinct?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

And  in  the  same  honest  manner?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

There  was  no  irregularity  in  receiving  or  counting  the  ballots? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
No  repeating  at  those  elections? — A.  No,  sir.    The  opportunities  were  better 
for  detecting  repeating  at  this  special  election  than  they  were  before. 
Did  you  see  any  repeating  before? — A.  No.  sir. 
Did  you  see  any  vote  bujong  before? — A.  No,  sir. 

Did  you  see  any  intimidation  of  voters  at  any  of  those  elections? — A.  No,  sir. 
On  which  street  was  the  white  box? — A.  At  the  window  opening  on  Jones 
street. 
Q.  What  street  did  the  negro  box  open  on? — A.  On  McCartan  street. 
Q.  How  wide  are  these  streets?— A.  Each  of  them  are  about  60  or  65  feet  wide. 
Q.  Is  not  Jones  street  one  of  the  narrowest  streets  in  town? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  dont 
ttdnkso. 

Q.  You  say  those  white  gentlemen  would  come  up  to  the  window  with  the 
voter?— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  would  have  to  step  back,  as  I  did  not  allow  anybody  to 
come  right  up  to  the  window  with  the  voter. 

Q.  Would  the  white  man  call  the  voter's  name? — A.  No,  sir;  he  would  call  his 
own  name  and  select  his  bsllot. 

You  say  people  would  crowd  around? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
You  did  not  permit  those  people  to  come  up  to  the  windows? — A.  No,  sir. 
How  far  would  those  people  be  from  the  voter? — ^A.  They  would  be  possibly 
2  feet  back  of  the  voter. 
Q.  There  would  be  a  space  between  the  crowd  and  the  voter? — A.  Yee,  sir. 
O.  It  would  not  be  natural  for  people  to  come  up  in  a  line,  two  and  two,  march 
rignt  up  to  the  polls  two  at  a  time  and  march  right  off,  just  in  the  way  of  spec- 
tators, would  it?— A.  They  could  easily  have  done  so.    That  crowd  that  day  would 
land  of  surge  up  to  the  window  and  watch  those  fellows  vote,  and  then  when  the 
voter  would  move  off  they  would  get  back. 

Q.  When  you  were  talking  to  Dr.  Potts,  you  had  exhibited  a  desire  to  show  him 
that  you  wanted  to  be  fair,  and  invited  him  in  the  room  to  see  the  votes  counted?— 
A.  I  did  not;  the  managers  did. 

Q.  When  you  saw  this  piece  in  the  Tribune  which  you  mentioned  as  being, 
you  thought,  a  reflection  on  the  managers,  was  about  the  Third  Ward? — ^A.  Tes 
m;  it  was  in  regard  to  the  Third  Ward. 

It  was  as  to  the  counting? — A.  Yes.  sir. 
And  not  for  any  repeating  at  the  Third  Ward?— A.  No,  sir. 
Was  there  any  specific  charge  as  to  the  Third  Ward?— A.  No,  sir. 
What  Dr.  Potts  said  about  tne  fair  election  was  in  the  discussion  in  reference 
to  the  count? — A.  Yes.  sir;  but  he  made  that  same  statement  that  afternoon  while 
we  were  counting  the  votes. 

Q.  Was  not  what  he  intended  to  convey  that  it  was  a  fair  count? — A.  He  is  the 
best  judge  of  what  he  intended  to  convey.    I  think  he  referred  to  the  election 
generally. 
Q.  In  stating  what  you  do  about  a  person  standing  there  at  the  rear  of  the 
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Planters'  Hotel  and  being  able  to  see  the  window,  I  notice  yon  qnaHfy  it  by  saying 
they  oonld  not  see  with  tne  crowd  as  it  was.  If  anyone  had  been  standing  there, 
aod  there  was  no  crowd  present,  he  conld  have  seen  the  voter  as  he  approached 
the  window?— A.  He  conid  only  have  seen  him  as  he  came  up  to  the  window. 

Q.  He  cotdd  have  seen  the  man  hand  in  his  ticket? — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  a 
recess  at  that  window  in  the  wall. 

Q.  Do  f  on  know  Dr.  Stradley? — A.  Only  through  the  newspapers.  My  knowl- 
edge of  bim  is  limited  to  this  contest. 

Q.  Is  he  not  the  pastor  of  St.  John's  Methodist  Church,  and  is  not  that  the 
Ifadins'  Methodist  church  in  Augusta?— A.  I  don't  know  where  St.  John's  Church 
is.    I  dont  know  Mr.  Stradley  at  eJl. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Dunbar? — A.  Only  over  his  signature  in  the  newsi)aperB. 
1  don't  now  him  pNersonally  or  by  sight. 

9.  You  know  he  is  the  pastor  of  a  church?— A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  whether 
be  18  the  pastor  of  a  church  or  not.  As  I  told  you  before,  I  am  a  subscriber  to  the 
Tribune,  and  the  reason  I  know  Mr.  Dunbar  over  his  signature  is  because  he  has 
letters  in  that  paper  and  I  enjoy  reading  them.  He  does  not  stand  back  for  any- 
thing or  anyboav,  but  hits  right  out  from  Ihe  shoulder.    He  is  a  fighting  preacher. 

Q.  You  dont  know  of  his  having  had  any  fights?— A.  No,  sir.  I  thms  he  had 
some  difficulty  at  the  election  before.  I  have  seen  his  name  in  the  paper  over 
letters  and  cards  for  the  last  four  or  five  months. 

O.  Were  not  the  tenor  of  his  letters  to  the  effect  that  he  was  making  accusations 
of  false  votine  in  the  city? — A.  I  think  that  was  his  fad.  He  claimed  that  was 
what  he  was  doing.  But  at  the  same  time  he  has  been  mixed  up  in  everything 
that  had  even  the  semblance  ct  politics.  He  is  mixed  up  in  the  Congressional 
election  and  in  the  municipal  elections,  and  he  claims  to  be  an  A.  P.  A.  Ue  stated 
m  his  card  that  he  was  an  A.  P.  A. 

Q.  Ko  matter  what  may  be  his  methods,  the  defense  he  makes  in  the  papers  of 
himself  is  this,  is  it  not:  That  he  beheved  there  was  fraud  being  perpetrated,  and 
that  he  was  endeavoring  to  break  up  illeRal  registration  and  fraudulent  voting? — 
A.  I  think  he  was  a  rabid  partisan,  and  went  there  more  to  find  out  something 
than  he  did  to  suppress  anything;  that  he  was  hunting  trouble  rather  than  to 
eiippreas  it. 

Q.  Did  he  not  make  use  of  this  expression :  That  if  he  had  the  money  to  ferret  out 
these  in^al  voters  he  would  break  up  the  practice  of  illegal  voting  in  Augusta? — 
A.  I  can  not  say  that.    I  never  saw  nis  card  on  that. 

9*  Were  all  those  Watson  badges  white?— A.  I  can  not  say  positively;  but  I 
think  they  were. 

Q.  And  all  the  red  badges  were  worn  by  supporters  of  Major  Black? — A.  I  think 
they  were  all  red. 

Q.  You  don't  know  but  that  some  red  badges  may  have  been  worn  by  Mr.  Wat- 
son's supporters?— A.  I  think  they  were  all  white. 

Q.  Was  there  not  some  kind  of  rendezvous  or  headquarters  of  the  Democrats  just 
in  the  rear  or  on  the  side  of  that  place? — A.  Of  my  own  knowledge  I  know  of  none, 
because  I  was  not  out  of  the  engine  house  all  that  day.  I  can  tell  you  what  has 
been  customary:  There  is  a  yard  or  gate.  I  think  the  back  yard  of  one  of  those  pri- 
vate residences  there,  and  it  has  always  been  customary  for  that  to  be  the  head* 
qoarters  of  the  party  who  gets  it  first. 

Q.  The  Democrats  have  always  had  it  in  Congressional  elections,  have  they 
not?— A.  I  don't  know  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  they  did  in  other  years?— A.  Not  knowing  they  were  there, 
I  conld  not  tell  you.  I  have  never  been  in  that  yard  in  my  life,  either  prior  to  or 
during  or  after  an  election. 

Q.  You  know  the  gate  opens  right  into  the  rear  of  the  engine  house  yard,  dont 
ron?->A.  I  do  not  know  that  the  engine  house  has  a  yard. 

Q.  It  leads  right  around  behind  the  engine  house? — A.  The  gate  adjoins  the 
«n|ine  house. 

Q.  You  say  you  thought  it  might  be  the  yard  of  a  private  residence?— A.  Yes, 
rir.   I  have  never  been  in  the  yard  in  my  life. 

0.  Don't  you  know  it  is  furnished  by  the  city? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Dunbar  being  an  A.  P.  A. — A.  He  claimed  to  be  one  in 

ye6terday*s  issue  of  the  Tribune. 

Q.  You  don't  know  it  yourself?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  are  not  an  A.  F.  A.?— A.  I  am  not. 

S.  H.  Myers. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County^  Oa, 
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EVAKS  MORGAN,  for  the  contestee.  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq.: 

What  is  your  position? — ^A.  I  am  a  sergeant  of  police  in  the  city  of  Augusta. 

How  long  have  yon  been  such? — ^A.  Between  nme  and  ten  years. 

How  long  have  you  been  on  the  force? — A.  About  fourteen  years,  I  tiiink. 

How  long  have  you  lived  in  Augusta? — A.  All  my  life.    I  was  bom  in  jail, 
my  father  being  jailer  here  at  the  time  of  my  birth. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  jailer? — A.  For  several  years.    I  have  no  recollection  of 
him,  as  he  died  while  I  was  an  infant. 

You  have  lived  here  all  your  life? — A.  Yes,  sir;  off  and  on. 

Did  you  attend  the  Congressional  election  in  1895?— A.  I  did;  yes.  air. 

What  did  you  go  there  for? — A.  To  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order  and  to 
«ee'that  no  rows  or  anything  disorderly  happened  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Q.  What  would  have  been  your  duty  if  you  had  seen  anv  person  repeating  or 
attempting  to  repeat  there  that  day?— A.  I  should  certainly  have  stopped  it. 


Q.  Did  you  see  anything  of  that  sort?— A.  None  whatever. 


_  Did  you  see  anything  that  aroused  your  suspicion  that  anything  of  that  sort 
was  going  on? — ^A.  Nothing  whatever. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  at  the  polls  that  day?— A.  I  was  there  all  day.  I  believe 
the  polls  opened  about  8.30  and  closed  at  3.80  by  sun  time. 

S.  You  were  at  what  ward?— A.  At  the  Third  Ward. 
.  You  say  you  were  there  until  the  polls  closed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  waa  there 
-aJlday. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  signs  of  repeating? — A.  None  whatever. 

U.  Did  you  see  anv  squads  of  men  vote  and  retire,  and  be  gone  a  few  minnte« 
and  then  return  ana  vote  and  retire,  and  in  a  few  minutes  come  back  and  vote 
Main  and  retire,  and  come  back  and  vote  and  retire,  and  come  back  and  vote?— A. 
No,  sir.  There  was  a  multitude  and  crowd  there  that  day,  and  I  don't  recollect 
49eeing  anything  of  that  sort.  During  the  whole  dav  there  were  from  150  to  ^i 
men  around  there.  I  don't  suppose  there  were  less  than  150  there  at  any  tame.  I 
recollect  that  on  one  occasion  there  was  a  sick  person  up  at  Mr.  Loveirs  and  the 
doctors  held  a  consultation  and  asked  me  to  stop  the  music,  which  I  did.  So  far 
as  I  saw  there  was  no  repeating. 

Q.  Did  you  have  an  opportunity  for  seeing  it  if  it  had  occurred?— A.  I  had  all  the 
opportunities  in  the  world.  That  was  my  business,  and  I  made  a  diligent  search 
in  that  regard. 

Q.  If  anything  of  that  sort  had  occurred,  what  would  you  say  of  the  probability 
of  your  having  seen  it? — ^A.  I  could  certainly  have  seen  it.  I  was  there  myself 
and  had  three  or  four  men  under  me  to  watch  for  that  very  thing.  I  was,  yon 
might  say,  within  6  or  8  feet  of  the  white  or  the  colored  box  all  the  time. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  negroes  that  vote  in  that  ward? — A.  I  know 
pretty  much  all  of  the  negroes  in  Augusta. 

Q.  If  a  man  had  voted  and  gone  away  and  had  come  back  within  a  short  time 
jaxia  offered  to  vote  again,  what  would  you  say  as  to  the  probability  of  your  recog- 
nizing him  and  knowing  what  he  was  tr3ring  to  do? — A.  I  should  certainly  hare 
istopped  him.  It  would  have  been  my  duty  as  the  officer  in  charge  to  have  stopped 
him.  You  speak  of  parties  repeating.  I  saw  parties  come  there  that  day  and  offer 
•to  vote  and  tne  managers  would  refuse  them,  and  it  would  be  found  that  they  had 
registered  from  the  Fourth  Ward.  Judge  Vaughan  and  Mr.  Myers  would  reftee 
to  allow  them  to  vote,  and  would  instruct  them  to  go  to  the  ward  where  they  had 
registered  as  living.    I  have  seen  great  numbers  come  in  that  way. 

Q,  Would  those  men  state  they  lived  in  the  Third  Ward,  or  give  any  other  rea- 
son for  wanting  to  vote  in  the  Third  Ward?— A.  They  said  they  lived  in  the  Third 
Ward  at  that  time,  but  when  they  registered  they  were  living  in  the  Fourth  or 
some  other  ward,  and  that  they  thought  they  could  vote  anywhere. 

Q.  Previous  to  this  election  what  has  been  the  custom  of  people  voting  any- 
where in  the  city?— A.  Until  this  last  law  I  think  it  was  the  law  m  G^rgia  that 
a  man  could  vote  anywhere  in  the  county  that  he  pleased.  I  have  seen  parties 
who  lived  in  the  country  come  to  the  city  and  vote  before  this  last  election  and 
before  this  registration  law  was  passed. 

Q.  What  number  of  people  would  you  say  was  around  the  polls  that  day?— A.  I 
think  up  to  the  time  the  band  played  there  was  not  short  of  200 — ^up  to  12  o'clock— 
at  any  hour  in  the  day.  You  might  say  the  election  was  virtually  over  at  12 
o'clock.  After  I  requested  the  band  to  stop  playing,  on  account  of  this  sick  per- 
son, the  crowd  seemed  to  diminish. 

Q.  Suppose  a  person  was  standing  on  the  sidewalk  at  the  rear  of  the  Planters' 
Hotel,  what  would  be  the  probability  as  to  their  power  to  see  what  a  voter  did 
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when  he  ^nrent  np  to  the  window,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  yon  say  there  was  this 
large  crowd  in  the  street  and  aronnd  the  polls?— A.  He  conld  not  see  nnless  he 
went  within  6  or  8  feet  of  the  colored  box  or  the  white  box. 

<j.  Sappose  the  man  moved  np  from  the  comer,  on  the  sidewalk,  immediately 
m  the  rear  of  the  Planters*  Hotel,  and  got  on  a  line  with  the  sidewalk  in  front  of 
the  colored  box,  what  wonld  be  his  chance  of  seeing  what  went  on  at  the  window 
itself,  and  as  to  whether  or  not  a  man  voted,  and  what  sort  of  ticket  he  voted? — 
A.  That  wonld  be  a  matter  of  impossibility,  nnless  he  was  a  very  close  observer 
and  was  in  close  proximity  to  the  colored  box  or  the  white  box,  because  there  was 
snch  a  mnltitnde  of  people  aronnd  the  polls  he  conld  not  have  seen. 

O.  How  close  were  yon? — A.  I  was  all  throngh  the  crowd.  I  was  first  at  the 
polls,  right  at  the  white  or  at  the  colored  box,  and  then  again  I  wonld  be  out  in 
the  crowd.    I  obeerved  closely  everything  that  went  on. 

Q.  Were  your  opportunities  for  seeing  better  or  worse  than  a  man's  who  wonld 
he  standine  across  .Jones  street  on  the  siaewiJk  in  the  rear  of  the  Planters*  Hotel? — 
A,  Decidedlj  better. 

(j.  Wliat  irregularities  did  you  see  there  that  day?— A.  I  can  not  say  that  I  saw 
any.  I  have  been  attending  elections  for  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  and  t  can  not  say 
that  I  ever  saw  a  more  orderly  election  in  all  my  experience. 

Q.  W^bat  would  you  say  as  to  how  this  election  compared  with  other  elections  in 
n-ferencje  to  any  other  violations  of  the  law? — A.  It  was  free  from  intimidation, 
and  i  never  saw  any  repeating,  and  there  was  nothing  to  excite  my  suspicion  at  all 
as  to  anything  of  that  sort. 

Cro68-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq.: 

Q.  Tou  are  a  Democrat? — A.  I  am  supposed  to  be.  I  was  trained  in  that  line, 
and  I  have  never  varied  from  it  that  I  mow  of. 

S.  Tou  have  always  voted  for  Major  Black  in  all  these  elections?^A.  Yes,  sir; 
always  will  vote  for  men  of  his  kind.  No  matter  whether  victorious  or  not, 
I  am  always  for  him,  in  victory  or  defeat.  That  is  my  parental  training,  and  I 
never  vary  from  my  parental  training. 

Q.  You  beheve  in  tnat  doctrine  of  bringing  a  child  up  in  the  way  it  should  go?— • 
A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  never  var^  from  it,  no  matter  what  comes. 

Q.  When  you  allude  to  being  a  supporter  of  Major  Black  you  mean  as  the  rep^ 
resentative  of  the  Democratic  party? — A.  I,  do,  most  emphatically. 

Q.  Of  course  any  other  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party  would  receive  the  same 
indorsement  from  you?— A.  Yes,  sir;  exactly  the  same,  whether  he  was  black  at 
white. 

Q.  You  are  not  looking  so  much  at  the  person  as  you  are  at  the  party?— A.  Yes^ 
sir;  principall^r  at  him. 

Q.  Which  wing  of  the  Democratic  party  do  you  belong  to— the  gold-standard 
wing  or  the  free-silver  wing? 
(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  irrelevant.) 
Witness.  That  is  not  the  issue  here,  sir,  and  I  decline  to  answer  the  question. 
The  more  that  matter  is  discussed  the  less  I  understand  it.    And  the  same  way 
with  the  tariff. 

How  about  the  internal  revenue? — A.  I  am  not  up  on  that. 
And  the  Nicaragua  Canal?— A.  Nor  on  that. 
And  the  Venezuela  matter?— A.  No,  sir. 

And  the  Boer  matter,  in  South  Africa?— A.  I  am  not  up  on  that,  either.    If 
the  Yenesraela  matter  comes  to  a  point  I  think  I  shall  get  Captain  Twiggs's  river 
steamboat  and  fit  it  up  as  a  gunboat  to  fight  England,  and  I  will  be  the  captain. 
O.  Yon  say  your  father  was  an  officeholder? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  bom  in  jail. 
Q.  Yon  say  you  have  been  for  fourteen  years  connected  with  the  police  f orce?— > 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  held  anv  other  office?— A.  I  was  a  "  high  private  *'  in  the  Con- 
federate army.    The  most  of  the  others  were  general  and  other  officers,  but  I  was 
a  private  only. 
I     Q.  Yon  never  held  any  coxmty  office?- A.  None  whatever. 
'     Q.  As  I  imderstand  you,  you  were  at  the  Third  Ward  practically  all  the  time  of 
the  election? — A.  Yes,  sir;  from  the  time  the  polls  opened  until  they  closed. 
Q.  Where  were  you  during  the  election  of  1894? 
(Contestee*s  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  irrelevant.) 
WiTKBss.  As  well  as  I  remember,  l  was  at  the  court-house,  which  is  the  Second 
Ward.    At  our  headquarters  there  is  a  record  kept  of  that. 

Q.  Your  recollection  is  that  you  were  at  the  court-house  in  1894?— A.  That  is 
my  recollection. 

Q.  Where  were  you  in  1892?— A.  That  is  too  far  back.    I  dont  recall  where  I 
was  located,  and  I  would  not  be  positive  as  to  where  I  was. 
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Q.  Yon  recollect  that  was  the  Ck)ngressioiial  election  iu  which  we  had  the  United 
States  marshals? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Bnt  we  have  had  so  many  elections  in  the  past 
five  or  six  years  that  I  conld  not  say  where  I  was  stationed.  I  know  it  generally 
wonnd  np  here  at  the  court-house  with  a  kind  of  a  grand  rally,  because  the  polls 
at  the  other  precincts  would  close  about  half  past  3  o*clock.  and  they  come  down 
here  and  wind  up  about  6  o'clock  when  these  polls  close. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  if  you  had  seen  any  repeating  at  the  Third  Ward  yon  would 
have  objected  and  stopped  it?— A.  I  would,  yes,  sir;  if  it  had  come  onder  my 
observation. 

Q.  And  you  think  that  if  there  had  been  any  you  would  have  seen  it? — ^A.  I 
certainly  would. 

Q.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  negroes  in  the  city? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am 
X>osted  with  regard  to  the  negroes. 

Q.  Of  course,  yon  don*t  mean  that  you  know  every  single  individual  negro  in 
the  city? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ii  you  had  seen  any  illegal  voting  in  1892  or  1894  you  would  have  arreste^i 
the  parties? — ^A.  I  woula. 

Q.  You  did  not  arrest  any?— A.  No,  sir.  My  superior  officers  were  there,  and  if 
I  had  arrested  anybody  I  would  have  brought  them  before  my  superior  officers  for 
investigation. 

Q.  You  have  been  on  the  force  about  fourteen  years? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Neither  in  1892,  in  1894,  or  in  1895  have  you  been  able  to  detect  any  illegal 
voting  or  rei)eating? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Your  opportunities  for  seeing  such  were  the  same  in  1893  and  1894  as  they 
were  in  1895?^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  arrest  a  man  for  repeating  in  the  city  of  Augusta?— A.  I  don't 
know  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  never  did  see  anybody  repeat? — A.  No,  sir:  I  don^t  know  that  I  did.  In 
fact,  I  believe  that  so  far  as  tiiat  is  concerned  there  is  as  much  irregularity  on  one 
side  as  there  is  on  the  other.  You  might  think  I  am  partial  to  Major  Black,  bnt 
I  am  not.  So  far  as  repeating  is  concerned,  it  might  oe  done  on  eitiier  side;  and 
if  I  was  disposed  to  arrest  anybody  I  would  have  to  act  alike  with  both  parties  and 
arrest  all  or  turn  loose  all.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  would  do  my  duty  and  arrest 
all  of  them  if  I  saw  anything  of  the  sort  or  if  it  came  within  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  You  would  not  undertaJce  to  reconcile  matters  and  let  a  Democrat  off  if  they 
did  not  arrest  a  Populist,  or  let  a  Populist  off  if  they  did  not  arrest  a  Democrat?— 
A.  No,  sir;  not  at  all.  Sometimes  parties  would  make  objection  to  some  othei 
party  voting  and  the  managers,  for  reasons  sufficient  unto  themselves,  would  not 
allow  him  to  vote.  Of  course  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that.  If  he  took  the  oath 
and  the  magistrate  in  charge  of  the  precinct  allowed  him  to  vote  it  was  ail  right 
with  me. 

Q.  Of  course,  as  to  who  voted  and  who  did  not,  that  was  with  the  managers?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  main  thing  that  you  were  around  the  poUs  for  was  to  preserve  order?— 
A.  Yes,  sir.    To  keep  down  fights,  riots,  fusses,  ete. 

Q.  Your  attention  was  directed  more  to  that  than  to  the  reception  of  the  bal- 
lote?-— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  duty  was  to  give  every  man  full  opportunity  to  get  np  to  the  window 
to  vote? — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  let  every  man  get  to  tne  window,  no  matter  whether  he 
was  a  Populist,  a  Democrat,  a  Republican,  or  anythins^  else. 

Q.  So  lar  as  his  ballot  being  received  was  concerned,  that  was  a  qnestion  with 
the  managers?- A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  negroes  would  come  up  to  vote  you  did  not  charge  your  mind  to  see 
where  they  went,  except  to  see  that  they  would  fall  back  from  the  box? — A.  As  I 
say,  sometimes  a  party  would  come  there  who  was  registered  in  the  Fourth  Ward 
or  in  some  other  ward  and  had  since  moved  into  the  Third  Ward,  and  thought  he 
was  entitled  to  vote  in  the  Third  Ward. 

^.  The  question  I  was  asking  was  this:  When  four  or  five  negroes  came  up  and 
their  names  were  on  the  list  and  they  voted,  you  did  not  charge  your  mind  to  eee 
where  thev  went  and  not  especiaUy  to  see  if  tnev  came  back? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  While,  of  course,  vou  would  have  arrested  anybody  who  was  repeating,  yon 
did  not  watoh  the  winaows  all  the  time? — ^A.  That  was  my  place — bright  around 
the  windows.    If  I  was  not  there  myself  I  had  men  who  were  there. 

Q.  You  could  not  have  watohed  any  window  or  any  particular  number  of  vot- 
ers all  the  time? — A.  I  was  a  pretty  close  observer  there  all  day. 

Q.  What  was  that  inclosure,  or  where  did  that  gate  by  the  side  of  the  engine 
house  lead  to? — ^A.  I  did  not  go  in  there  at  all  that  dav.    My  place  was  outside. 

Q.  You  did  not  construe  it  to  be  your  duty  to  watoh  that?— A.  No,  air,  I  nre- 
sumed  that  to  be  a  kind  of  place  of  reception.  All  political  gatherings  of  that 
>*~  ^  ^-  -  Ai^^jj.  jjj^jj  sandwiches  and  lunches,  or  sometningof  that  sort 
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Yoa  would  see  people  going  in  and  out  of  that  place?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Yoa  never  went  in  there? — A.  No.  sir. 

You  have  never  been  in  any  of  those  places? — A.  No,  sir. 

Yon  were  preserving  order  on  the  outside?— A.  Yes.  sir.  I  did  go  over  into 
the  Planters'  Hotel  once  during  the  day,  but  I  did  not  stay  more  than  five  min- 
utes. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  the  windows  clear,  so  that  if  a  Populist  wanted  to  come  up  and 
Tole  he  had  ample  opportunity  to  do  so  without  baing  crowded? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
There  was  no  partiality  shown  in  regard  to  a  man's  political  views  at  all.  If  a 
man  wanted  to  vote  the  Populist  ticket,  he  could  do  so  without  any  intimidation 
or  crowding,  or  anything  of  that  sort.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  did  hot  know  who 
wBs  a  Popmist  and  who  were  Democrats. 

Q.  Would  you  keep  the  windows  clear? — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  plenty  of  room 
for  a  man  to  ^o  up  and  cast  his  ballot.  Dr.  Potts,  sr.,  was  there  and  expressed 
himaelf  as  delighted  at  the  way  everything  passed  off. 

Q.  When  a  voter  was  coming  up  to  the  wmdow,  how  close  would  you  allow  the 
crowd  around  him? — A.  They  nad  to  stand  back  so  that  they  could  not  interfere 
with  him;  and  he  had  ample  opportunity  to  vote. 

Q.  How  many  feet  would  you  make  the  crowd  stand  back  usually? — A.  From 
2  to  3  feet. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  any  planking  or  anything  of  that  sort  there?— A.  No,  sir; 
we  had  no  barricades,  as  some  term  them. 

O.  Did  ^ou  have  any  difficulty  there  that  day?— A.  A  fellow  by  the  name  of 
Redding  kicked  up  a  little. 

.  Wnat  were  his  politics? — A.  I  think  he  was  a  Democrat. 
.  What  was  the  nature  of  his  kicking? — ^A.  It  all  wound  up  in  nothing. 
.  Who  did  he  have  the  trouble  with,  or  was  trying  to  have  the  trouble  with? — 
A  I  was  not  present  at  the  time.    Some  of  my  men  told  me  about  it.    I  was  in 
the  Planters'  Hotel  at  the  time,  and  when  I  came  back  they  told  me  that  Redding 
was  drinking  a  little. 
Q.  Had  they  arrested  him? — A.  No,  sir;  they  took  him  right  off. 
Q.  Is  he  the  gentleman  who  had  some  trouble  with  Mr.  Cartledge? — ^A.  I  don't 
know  that  he  did  that  day.    He  might  possibly  have  had  at  some  other  time.    I 
beard  Mr.  Cartledge  had  a  difficulty  at  the  court-house  at  the  time  the  registra- 
tion was  being  done. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  whether  Mr.  Cartledge  was  the  man  whom  Mr.  Redding 
wanted  to  have  trouble  with?— A.  No,  sir.  Redding  was  there  drinking.  Mr. 
Cartledge  had  a  fuss  at  the  court-house  here  with  voung  Eve  in  reference  to  the 
r^istration.  That  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  election,  and  was  only  hearsay 
with  me  anyway. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  Mr.  Redding? — ^A.  The  police  ran  him  away  from 
there. 

Q.  Was  he  arrested?— A.  No,  sir;  no  case  was  made  of  it.    He  was  made  to 
leave  the  polls. 
Q.  Do  you  know  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stradley? — ^A.  I  know  him  by  sight. 
Q.  He  has  charge  of  what  church? — ^A.  St.  John's,  I  am  told.    I  am  sorry  to  say 
I  am  not  a  very  good  attendant  at  church. 

Q.  That  is  regarded  as  the  leading  Methodist  church  in  Augusta,  is  it  not? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  is. 

O.  Mr.  Stradley  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  man  of  probity  and  character  as 
well  as  intelligence? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Do  you  Jbiow  the  Rev.  William  Dunbar? — ^A.  By  sight. 
He  IB  pastor  of  what  church? — A.  Asbury  Methodist  Church,  I  am  told. 
He  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  Christian  gentleman?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
0.  Regarded  as  high  toned  and  honorable? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  church  at  all? — A.  I  am  supposed  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Meuiodist  Church,  but  I  am  a  bad  attendant. 

You  are  not  an  A.  P.  A.? — A.  Excuse  me;  not  any  in  mine,  if  you  please. 
[.  Nor  a  Populist?— A.  Well,  hardly. 
Some  of  the  A.  P.  A.'s  supported  Major  Black,  did  they  not? — ^A.  I  could  not 
sar.    I  was  not  at  the  polls  to  question  a  man's  political  views  in  any  shafie.    Of 
coarse  I  have  heard  remarks  made,  but  as  to  knowing  their  truth  I  do  not.    I  can 
^pot  pretty  much  the  majority  of  the  town  as  to  their  political  affiliations  in  see- 
inff  tnem  walking  around. 
Q.  You  make  a  mistake  sometimes,  I  suppose? — ^A.  Rarely. 

Serot,  Evans  Morgan. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Bareow, 
Notary  PubliCy  Richfnond  County^  Oa, 
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JOHN  VAUGHN,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq.: 

Q.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  this  county? — A.  I  have  been  a  justioe  of  the 
X>eace  for  twenty-odd  years. 

Q.  Before  being  elected  justice  of  the  peace  what  was  your  business? — ^A.  I  was 
local  purchasing  agent  of  the  G^rgia  Railroad  for  twenty-three  years. 

Q.  Have  you  held  any  other  position  in  this  county? — A.  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education,  up  to  a  recent  time,  ever  since  it  was  first  organ- 
ized; and  I  helped  to  organize  it. 

Q.  Are  you  still  a  member  of  that  board?— A.  No,  sir;  I  have  resigned  that  posi- 
tion because  the  legislature  said  I  could  not  hold  two  commissions.  I  have  also 
been  a  director  in  the  Augusta  Real  Estate  and  Building  Association  sdiice  it  has 
been  organized. 

Q.  Did  you  act  as  manager  of  the  election  in  the  Third  Ward  in  the  election  for 
Congressman  in  1895?— A.  I  have  been  a  manager  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
was  one  at  that  time. 

Q.  What  was  your  opportunity  for  seeing  what  went  on  at  that  election? — ^A.  I  sat 
at  the  window  and  received  the  ballots  and  called  out  the  parties*  names  after 
them,  and  my  opportunity  was  such  that  if  I  had  seen  anything  wrong  I  w^ould 
not  have  i)ermitted  it.  I  don't  care  anything  about  Mr.  Watson,  or  Mr.  Black,  or 
Mr.  Anybody  Else  when  it  comes  to  the  performance  of  my  dutv. 

Q.  How  was  that  election  conducted?— A.  It  was  as  fair  as  I  have  ever  seen. 

Q.  Was  there  anv  repeating  or  irregularities,  or  anythin|f  of  that  sort? — ^A.  Not 
that  I  know  of.  If  there  had  been  I  would  not  have  permitted  it,  as  I  said  before. 
I  know  one  man  came  there  and  wanted  to  vote  another's  name,  and  I  told  him  to 
get  away,  which  he  did.    He  was  a  white  man,  too. 

Q.  You  were  at  what  box?— A.  I  was  at  the  white  box. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  signs  of  repeating  there  that  day?— A.  No,  sir,  and  as  before 
stated,  if  1  had  I  would  not  have  allowed  it. 

Q.  If  tnere  had  been  any  signs  of  organized  repeaters  what  do  you  think  would 
have  been  your  opportunities  for  detecting  it  or  seeing  it?— A.  I  did  not  see  any- 
thing of  the  sort.    If  I  had  I  would  not  have  allowed  it. 

Q.  Some  people  have  testified  that  they  saw  organized  bands  or  squads  of 
repeaters  vote  at  the  colored  box  and  retire,  and  in  a  short  while  come  back  and 
vote  and  retire,  and  then  come  back  and  vote  again.  Did  anything  of  that  sort 
take  place? — A.  I  can  not  say  that  it  did. 

Q.  If  it  had  would  you  or  not  have  seen  it? — ^A.  I  dont  know  that  I  would.  It 
may  have  taken  place  outside  of  my  knowledge.  If  such  a  thing  was  attempted, 
the  parties  would  not  let  me  know  anything  about  it  if  they  could  prevent  it» 
because  they  know  I  would  do  my  duty. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  signs  or  any  suspicion  of  repeating,  or  anything  of  that 
sort? — A.  No,  sir:  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  size  was  the  crowd  around  the  polls  that  day? — ^A.  There  was  a  terrible 
lot  of  negroes  there. 

Q.  How  many  would  you  say  were  there  the  most  of  the  time?— A«  I  could  not 
say.  It  was  a  terrible  large  crowd  of  negroes.  There  was  a  band  of  music  tha«, 
and  we  would  have  to  get  the  x>olice  to  keep  the  crowd  back. 

Q.  You  presided  exclusively  at  the  white  box?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  receive  any  of  the  ballots  at  the  negro  box  at  all?— A.  No,  sir.  I 
will  state  further  that  Dr.  Potts,  sr.,  stood  there  at  tne  window  all  day,  near  me — 
ail  day  long.  We  were  talking,  and  when  the  polls  closed  I  asked  him  to  step  inside 
and  see  the  baUots  counted.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  both  Mr.  Watson  and 
Mr.  Black  had  been  in  New  York,  or  if  they  had  been  right  there  at  the  ik>11b,  I 
would  have  done  exactly  as  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  Dr.  Potts  say  about  the  election?— A.  He  never  said  anything 
tome. 

Q.  Were  any  complaints  made  to  you  that  day?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  an^rbody  charge  that  any  repeating  was  goinf  on?— A.  No,  sir;  it  could 
not,  because  if  anybody  challenged  a  vote  I  would  administer  the  oath  from  where 
I  was. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T,  West,  Esq.: 

Q.  Mr.  Myers  and  your  son  were  the  other  two  managers?— A.  Yes.  sir.  JndgB 
Eve  had  appointed  a  Watson  man  as  manager,  who  was  out  at  the  Central  Rafi- 
road— a  young  man  by  name  of  Waters— and  he  refused  to  serve,  and  it  was  my 
duty  then  to  get  another  manager.  Being  unable  to  get  a  Watson  man.  and  my 
son  being  there  and  being  a  property  owner*  I  put  him  on  in  Mi".  Waters's  place. 
That  was  how  he  came  to  be  on  as  a  manager. 
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Q.  There  were  two  boxes  there,  were  there  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  one  where  the  white  people  voted  was  called  the  white  box  and  the  one 
where  the  colored  people  votea  was  called  the  colored  box? — A.  Yes,  sir.  One 
opened  fronting  the  Planters'  Hotel  and  the  other  opened  on  the  cross  street  from 
that. 

How  far  apart  were  those  boxes  in  the  room? — A.  Abont  15  or  17  feet. 
How  far  would  it  be  from  one  box  or  window,  around  the  comer  on  the  out- 
ade,  to  the  other? — A.  About  20  or  25  feet. 

Q.  You  presided  over  the  white  box?--TA.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  three  managers 
there,  one  to  preside  at  each  boxj  and  then  the  other  could  be  called  upon  to  relieve 
either  of  the  others  whenever  necessary. 

Q.  You  and  Mr.  Myers  had  charge,  one  of  each  box,  to  be  relieved  by  your  son 
at  any  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  'When  he  was  not  relieving  either  of  you  what  did  he  do? — A.  He  would 
BometimeB  take  the  list  and  check  off  the  names. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  windows  were  the  boxes  located? — A.  They  were  right  in 
front  and  about  a  foot  or  two  from  the  window. 

Q.  Did  you  stand  up? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  most  of  the  time.  I  sat  down  for  a  part 
of  the  time. 

Q.  When  you  received  a  vote  did  you  number  it? — A.  I  numbered  it  personally; 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  you  deposited  it  in  the  box? — A.  Most  assuredly;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  voting  was  pretty  regular  until  1  or  2  o'clock? — A.  Yes,  sir;  very  regular. 

Q.  Yon,  of  course,  were  mainly  engaged  and  your  attention  was  mainly  directed 
to  receiving  the  vote,  giving  it  proper  number,  and  depositing  it? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Of  course  while  you  were  ctoing  that  you  could  not  look  after  the  other 
box?— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  look  after  the  other  box.  I  felt  the  responsibility  of 
conducting  the  election  fairly. 

Q.  You  were,  of  course,  not  personally  acquainted  with  all  the  gentlemen  who 
voted  at  that  box? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  know  the  negroes? — A.  No,  sir;  I  knew  about  half  of  the  white 
people.  Sometimes  I  would  not  wait  for  them  to  call  their  name.  Knowing 
them,  I  would  call  it  out  myself. 

Q.  Who  voted  at  the  ne^o  box,  or  the  character  of  the  voter,  and  who  they 
were,  and  whether  on  the  list  or  not,  you  did  not  charge  yourself  with  that? — A. 
No,  sir. 


Q.  You  could  not  have  done  it? — A.  No,  sir. 


As  a  matter  of  fact,  where  voting  was  going  on  at  two  boxes  it  would  not 
have  been  ixwsible  for  a  manager  to  have  attended  or  looked  after  the  other 
box?— A.  Only  to  decide  some  disputed  point. 

Q.  Then,  as  far  as  you  know,  negroes  could  have  voted  twice  at  the  box  pre- 
sided over  by  Mr.  Myers?— A.  No,  sir;  if  I  s.ould  see  them  do  it  I  would  have 
called  a  policeman  and  had  them  an*ested. 

Q.  Not  being  charged  with  that  box  you  would  not  see  them? — ^A,  I  would  call 
a  policeman  and  have  them  taken  to  the  barracks. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  voted  at  the  colored  box  and  paid  no  attention  to 
that?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Sitting  in  the  room  where  you  were  you  could  not  see  much  of  what  was 
?oing  on  outside? — A.  No,  sir. 

0.  Would  it  not  have  been  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  for  a  manager  to  attend 
t^  his  duties  and  see  what  was  goin^  on  outside? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  pay  any 
attention  to  what  was  going  on  outside. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  method  in  which  the  negroes  were  brought  up  to  the  polls? — 
A.  No.  sir;  I  paid  no  attention  to  them  at  all. 

0.  Where  was  the  Democratic  headquarters  near  those  polls? — A.  I  could  not 
tell  you. 

Q.  You  know  the  gate  near  the  engine  house  where  they  would  go? — A.  There 
was  a  gate  there  at  Mr.  Will  Walton's. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  they  went  in  there  or  not? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  whether  or  not  negroes  were  carried  from  that  opening  to 
the  polls? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Did  von  preside  at  the  elections  of  1892  and  1894? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
At  the  same  ward? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

You  had  charge  there?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  always  take  charge  of  the  white  box, 
as  that  is  the  easiest  box. 

Q.  You  never  detected  anything  wrong,  or  you  would  have  had  the  parties 
arreted? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  election  previous  to  this  special  election  we  nad  no 
registration  at  all;  that  is,  we  had  a  list  of  registered  voters,  and  started  to  use 
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it  in  the  morning,  and  they  told  me  Mr.  Watson  had  gotten  orders  to  yote  pro- 
miscnonsly  without  any  registry  list  at  all.    So  we  discarded  onrs. 


Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating  then? — A.  No,  sir. 


j.  Was  there  any  vote  buying  or  liquor  dispensing  or  anything  of  that  sort?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  know,  the  elections  of  1892,  1894,  and  1895  were  carried  on  all 
right? — A.  Yes,  sir;  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  About  how  many  negroes  remained  on  the  list  not  voted? — A.  I  never  looked 
at  the  white  list  or  the  negro  list  to  see,  and  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Of  course  you  were  well  known  as  a  magistrate  here? — A.  I  understand  I 
am;  yes,  sir. 

(j.  You  have  attended  all  the  elections  in  this  county? — A.  I  don*t  think  I  have 
missed  one  in  twenty-two  years. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  they  were  always  all  right  and  straight? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Would  not  your  testimony  go  to  this  extent:  That  the  votes  handed  in  at 
the  window  were  properly  received,  numbered,  deposited,  and  counted? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  that  was  the  case  at  my  box,  and  I  believe  it  was  also  the  case  at  the  other 
box. 

Bedirect  examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq. : 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Watson  got  orders  to  discard  the  registry  list.  You  mean  that 
was  the  decision  of  Judge  Speer? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  started  in  the  morning  to 
check  off  the  names,  but  the  IJnited  States  marshal  said  we  must  stop  that. 

Q.  You  refer  to  the  fact  that  Judge  Speer  had  rendered  his  decision  at  that 
time  in  that  matter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

John  Vauohan,  J.  P. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow. 
Notary  Public,  Richviond  County,  Gu. 

I.  T.  HEARD,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  esq. : 

Q.  What  is  your  business  in  the  city  of  Augusta? — A.  Cotton-shipping  business 
and  insurance  agent. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Augusta? — A.  For  forty-six  years,  with  the  exce|>- 
tion  of  a  few  years  when  I  was  in  Alabama. 

Q.  What  ward  do  you  live  in  in  the  city  of  Augusta?— A.  I  was  bom  in  the  First 
Ward  and  live  there  now. 

Q.  Were  you  at  that  ward  during  the  special  election  of  189.5? — A.  Yes.  sir: 
nearly  all  day,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  I  went  to  dinner. 

Q.  Would  your  long  residence  in  that  ward  enable  you  to  know  the  voting  pop- 
ulation of  the  ward— white  and  colored?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  always  been. 

Q.  What  was  your  location  about  the  polls? — A.  Knowing  a  great  many  people 
there,  my  chief  object  in  going  there  was  to  hand  my  friends  tickets. 

Q.  You  were  there  as  one  of  the  workers  for  Democracy?— A.  Yes,  .sir;  in  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Black. 

Q,  What  was  the  character  of  that  election  for  quietness,  peaceableness,  and  for 
regularitv — or  the  opposite? — A.  I  have  never  seen  a  more  quiet  election  in  my 
life.  A  Northern  gentleman  came  down  there  and  had  to  be  shown  where  the 
polls  were.    He  was  surprised  when  we  showed  him  the  voting  place. 

Q.  Was  the  registration  law  strictly  observed  in  Augusta  at  that  time?— A.  Ye<. 
sir;  strictly. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  as  compared  with  previous  elections,  when  there  was  no 
registration  law,  as  to  quietness,  peaceableness,  etc.? — A.  I  think  it  was  the  most 
quiet  election  I  ever  saw  in  Augusta.  There  was  no  attempt  at  illegal  voting,  ami 
at  the  same  time  everybody  understood  that  if  their  name  was  not  registered  th«»Y 
could  not  vote.  I  was  not  right  at  the  polls,  but  was  near  by — just  in  front  of  the 
window. 

Q.  There  was  Mr.  Cartledge,  who  testified  here  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Watson.  an«l 
stated  that  he  voted  at  the  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district  early  in  the 
morning,  got  on  an  electric  car.  and  came  immediately  down  to  the  First  Ward 
voting  precinct  where  you  were,  and  remained  there  for  fifteen  or  twenty  min- 
utes; that  while  he  was  there  he  saw  a  batch  of  negro  men,  25  or  30  strong,  come 
up  and  vote,  then  retire  in  a  batch,  come  back  and  vote  again,  and  then  again, 
making  three  repeatings.  I  will  ask  you  if  such  a  thing  did  occur,  and  if  it  had 
occurred,  would  it  have  been  possible  for  such  an  occurrence  to  have  escaped  vonr 
attention?— -A.  It  positively  did  not  occur,  and  if  it  had  occurred.  I  would  have 


WATSON   VS.    BLACK.  499 

seen  it.  I  saw  Mr.  Cartledge  when  he  came  there,  and  there  was  no  crowd  there. 
He  remained  there  only  a  few  minutes  and  then  left.  He  spoke  a  few  words  with 
Bill  Number <er,  and  left. 

Q.  Mr.  O.  P.  Doolittle  swore  that  while  he  was  sick  that  day,  and  was  there  but 
a  short  time,  he  saw  something  of  the  sam3  kind.  May  I  ask  if  yoar  statement  in 
reference  to  Mr.  Cartledjja's  testimony  is  equally  true  as  to  Mr.  Doolittle's? — A.  I 
know  Mr.  D^olittle  very  well,  and  saw  him  there  but  a  short  time,  and  noticed 
that  he  took  but  very  little  interest  in  the  election.  He  came  there  for  a  short 
time,  and  then  left.  The  negro  vote  was  not  polled  early  in  the  morning.  They 
Tot«d  some  right  along.  The  white  p3ople  voted  f  reelv  early  in  the  morning.  The 
ci)lored  people  did  not  vote  much  until  11  or  12  o'clock. 

(j.  Did  you  meet  on  that  occasion  in  the  First  Ward  the  Hon.  John  Sibley,  one 
of  the  leading  Populists  in  the  State  of  Georgia?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him,  and, 
knowioK  him,  I  went  up  and  shook  hands  with  him. 

Q.  What  conversation  took  place  between  you  on  that  occasion? — A.  His  people 
live  in  that  ward.  We  were  standing  there  talking,  and  he  said  he  had  been  all 
over  the  district  and  that  the  registration  law  seemed  to  be  working  all  right.  He 
ra«<t  his  eye  down  toward  the  po.ls,  and  says.  '*  Everything  seems  to  be  as  quiet 
and  fair  as  it  could  possibly  be,  and  I  have  never  seen  anything  fairer."  I  went 
right  away  from  th?  polls,  and  told  the  subject  of  that  conversation  to  Mr.  William 
Qarr<^tt. 

Q.  I  will  ask  vou  if  Mr.  Sibley  is  not  a  leading  supporter  of  Mr.  Watson  in  this 
dijitrict.  and  if  lie  did  not  take  the  stump  for  Mr.  Watson? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  told 
me  that  he  was  just  from  the  stump  then. 

Q.  Was  he  not  a  candidate  for  Congress  himself  on  the  Populist  ticket  from  the 
Marietta  district?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq.: 

Q.  That  was  in  1892,  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress?— A.  I  think  so.  I 
never  knew  of  his  running  but  once. 

Q.  As  to  the  people  you  knew,  of  course  it  is  difficult  to  recognize  negroes  with 
whom  you  are  not  personally  acquainted?— A.  Yes.  sir:  but  having  been  an  employer 
of  negro  lalx)r  in  Augusta  all  my  life  and  working  a  very  large  force  of  negro 
hands  and  being  raised  in  that  ward,  I  have  a  very  large  acquaintance  with  the 
colored  people  and  with  the  white  people  also;  riot  only  in  that  ward,  but  in 
every  ward  in  the  city.  I  am  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  population  of 
Augusta. 

Q.  About  what  percentage  would  you  suppose  you  knew  there  that  day? — A.  I 
don't  believe  you  could  get  an  hundred  negroes  together  in  Augusta  to-day  in  any 
place  but  that  I  would  know  half  of  them  and  could  call  them  by  name  and  would 
recall  something  that  had  occurred  possibly  in  connection  with  them. 

CJ.  You  woula  have  no  difficulty  in  recognizing  them  if  they  came  back  to  vote 
somebody  else's  name? — A.  No.  sir;  I  will  say  that  I  have  a  very  correct  memory 
of  faces  and  names,  and  can  call  the  names  of  men  whom  I  saw  twenty  years  ago. 
I  had  an  instance  of  that  kind  to  occur  a  few  days  since.  I  saw  a  gentleman  from 
the  West  on  the  street  whom  I  had  not  seen  for  twelve  years,  but  I  went  up  to 
him  and  called  his  name. 

Q.  You  were  there  that  day  to  give  your  friends  tickets? — A.  I  was  there  as  a 
friend  of  the  good  people  of  this  district  to  see  that  Mr.  Black  was  elected. 
O.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Democratic  Club? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  took  an  active  interest  in  that  election? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  was  not  here  at 
the  first  election.     I  was  buying  cotton  out  of  Augusta  at  the  time,  in  Colum- 
bus. Ga. 

Q.  You  solicited  people  to  go  up  and  vote,  and  urged  them  to  do  so? — A.  That 
was  not  necessary.  I  never  saw  nioi'e  than  a  dozen  peoi)le  have  Watson  tickets. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  solicit  the  people. 

Q.  Were  you  a  worker  at  the  polls  in  1894? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  was  there  a  part  of 
the  day. 
Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating  of  votes  then? — A.  I  did  not,  sir. 
Did  you  see  an)'  buying  of  voters? — A.  No,  sir. 

Did  you  see  anything  of  an  illegal  nature  about  the  polls? — A.  I  did  not.  sir. 
You  have  stated  that  you  had  tickets.    You  were  not  close  enough,  of  course, 
to  see  what  was  done  when  a  man  handed  in  his  ticket  as  to  who  received  it,  etc.? — 
A.  In  a  large  number  of  cases  I  did. 

Q.  A  good  many  you  did  not? — A.  Very  few;  because  there  was  a  total  alienee 
of  anv  crowd  around  there,  and  when  I  would  walk  up  to  the  polls  with  a  gentle- 
man t  could  see  him  hand  in  his  ticket. 

Q.  Was  there  not  voting  at  the  white  and  colored  boxes  simultaneously?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  You  could  not  watch  both  boxes  at  the  same  time. — A.  Yes,  sir;  because 
there  was  no  crowd. 

Q.  Still,  if  a  man  was  at  one  window  and  another  was  out  there  yon  conld  not 
see  the  disposal  of  the  tickets — the  numbering  and  depositing,  etc.? — A.  Almost 
every  time  I  heard  the  manager  call  out  his  name.  The  voter  would  have  to  wait 
until  his  name  was  found,  and  if  it  was  on  the  list  he  would  hand  in  his  ticket, 
and  the  judge  would  call  his  number  and  his  name  would  be  checked  off  and  the 
ticket  deposited.    I  could  usually  see  the  clerks  moving  their  pens. 

Q.  If  you  were  standing  at  the  white  box  could  you  see  what  the  clerks  and 
managers  were  doing  at  the  colored  box? — A.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  just  a  kind  of 
double  window  there,  and  the  boxes  were  near  each  other. 

8.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Cartledge  when  he  came  there?— A.  I  did. 
,  Are  you  sure  about  when  he  came  up? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  saw  him  "when  he 
came.    A  Populist  coming  down  there  was  sufficient  to  attract  attention.     There 
were  none  down  there,  so  to  speak.    We  knew  all  of  them,  and  would  let  them 
vote  quietly  and  never  say  anything  to  them. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Cartledge  there  when  Mr.  L.  J.  Miller  voted? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was. 

Q.  What  was  said  to  Mr.  Miller? — A.  He  came  up  and  voted.  Somebodv  said 
something  to  Mr.  Miller  in  a  jesting  way  about  his  voting  for  Mr.  Watson.  Some- 
body quizzed  him — ^Bill  Numberger,  I  think. 

Q.  What  was  said  about  boycotting  Mr.  Miller's  mill? — ^A.  In  the  purest  jest  in 
the  world  Bill  Nurnberger,  I  think,  did  remark — and  he  said  it  was  a  jest  when 
he  made  it — something  about  boycotting  Leroy  Miller's  meal.  Numberger  said 
to  Mr.  Cartledge  at  the  time,  **  Now,  don't  put  that  joke  in  your  paper  as  being 
the  sentiment  of  the  people  down  here." 


Q.  What  did  Cartledge  say?— A.  I  don't  remember. 


How  close  were  you  to  Mr.  Numberger  and  Mr.  Cartledge? — ^A.  I  was  within 
6  or  8  feet  of  them. 

Q.  You  think  you  have  detailed  the  conversation  about  like  it  happened? — A.  I 
would  not  say  that  I  have  repeated  it  verbatim,  but  I  would  say  that  everybody 
there  except  Cartledge  understood  it,  and  it  created  a  big  laugh  when  Nomberger 
said  it  in  a  pure  jest,  because  the  same  men  were  buying  Mr.  Miller's  meal  then 
and  have  been  ever  since. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  Mr.  John  Sibley  there?— A.  It  was  early  in  the  morn- 
ing.   I  would  say  it  was  before  12  o'clock,  sure. 

Q.  He  remarked  that  everything  seemed  to  be  quiet  there? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and 
that  the  registration  law  all  over  the  district  where  he  had  been  was  worlnng  satis- 
factorily, and  he  thought  it  would  result  well. 

Q.  He  did  not  claim  to  have  been  at  the  polls  at  any  other  county? — ^A.  He  did 
not  say  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Nor  at  any  other  ward  in  the  city? — A.  I  don't  recollect.  He  said  it  was 
penectly  quiet  and  fair  at  that  ward. 

Q.  Mr.  Sibley  is  a  gentleman  you  have  known  for  some  time? — A.  Yes,  air;  I 
know  every  member  of  his  family. 

Q.  It  is  a  good  family? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

I.  T.  Heard. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Babrow, 
Notary  Public^  Richmond  County^  Ga. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  January  27,  1896. 

Monday,  January  37,  1S96. 
Present  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

MATTHEW  SHERON,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq.: 

Q.  What  official  position  have  you  in  connection  with  the  police  department  of 
the  city  of  Augusta? — A.  I  am  a  sergeant  of  police. 

8.  How  long  have  you  been  a  sergeant? — A.  Nearly  fourteen  years. 
.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  the  force? — ^A.  Sixteen  years  last 
January. 

Q.  You  have  been  a  sergeant  almost  continuously?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  a  private 
for  only  about  two  years. 

Q.  To  what  polls  were  you  sent  during  the  special  election  of  October,  18^, 
between  Thomas  E.  Watson  and  J.  C.  C.  Black?— A.  I  was  at  the  Fifth  Ward 
polls. 

S.  Who  was  in  charge  there?— A.  I  was.    There  were  two  of  us  sergeants  there. 
.  How  many  privates  were  there?— A.  There  were  16. 
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Q.  State  what  was  the  conduct  of  the  election  held  at  the  Fifth  Ward  polls  in 
October,  1895,  as  to  fairness,  qniet,  peaceableness,  and  general  honesty  of  tne  elec- 
tion conducted  there. — ^A.  It  was  fair  in  every  particnlar. 

<J.  Did  yon  or  not  see  any  signs  of  rei)eating  at  that  ward  in  October,  1875? — ^A. 
I  did  not. 

<j.  If  such  a  thing  had  occurred  would  you  have  seen  it?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think 
I  laiow  nearly  everybody  that  lives  in  that  ward. 

Q.  Were  you  or  not  in  as  good  position  to  see  it  as  well  as  any  citizen  of  that 
ward? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  stood  at  the  window  where  they  voted  for  two-thirds  of  the 
time. 


Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Cobb? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  If 


he  says  there  was  any  evidence  of  repeating  there,  and  that  he  saw  it, 
how  do  you  account  for  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  you  have  testified  that  there 
was  none  there? — ^A.  Mr.  Cobb  claimed  on  that  day,  or  rather  acted  like  he  thought, 
that  every  man  who  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  was  r^eating.    He  judged  those 
pe)ple  by  their  faces  and  I  suppose  their  clothes,     xou  can  take  a  crowd  cf 
negroes,  say  100,  that  were  there  that  day,  and  any  man  who  did  not  know  them 
personally  would  think  the  same  negroes  would  be  coming  back  another  time, 
when  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  not  so. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Cobb's  reputation?— A.  No,  sir;  not  well. 
<}.  What  you  do  know  of  him,  is  it  good  or  bad?— A.  He  will  not  work.    He  was 
tried  here  once  for  murder. 
O.  Do  you  know  Mr,  Silas  C.  Reid,  jr.?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  altercation  with  him  that  day? — A.  Only  a  word  or  two. 
We  had  the  parties  divided  and  kept  them  apart.  We  had  the  Populists  in  the 
upper  part  or  the  yard  and  ttie  Democrats  in  the  lower  part  to  prevent  any  such 
disturbance  as  they  had  in  the  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-nintn  district  in  the 
Congressional  election  of  1894.  Reid  wanted  to  get  in  among  the  Democrats,  and 
I  objected  to  his  doing  so,  because  there  might  have  been  double.  I  knew  the 
feelini;  that  existed  and  the  threats  that  had  been  made. 

Q.  the  use  of  partitions  around  the  polls  was  suggested  by  the  police  depart- 
ment in  the  interest  of  peace  and  good  order,  was  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Those 
fences  around  the  poUa  have  been  in  use  ever  since  the  John  U.  Myer  and  R.  H. 
Hay  election,  sixteen  years  ago.  • 

Q.  They  have  been  in  use,  ttien,  in  our  city  in  all  elections  for  the  past  sixteen 
years?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  motive  that  suggested  their  use? — A.  They  are  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  voter.  You  see  by  having  those  approaches  we  could  have  a  lot  of 
men  away  from  the  polls,  whereas  without  them  we  had  to  have  a  large  force  of 
police  there.  A  man  goes  in  those  approaches  about  20  feet  from  the  polls  and 
not  accompanied  by  anybody. 

Q.  From  your  experience  as  a  police  official  of  the  city  of  Augusta,  with  the 
knowledge  that  you  have  of  the  class  of  voters  that  reside  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  or 
the  factory  district  of  the  city,  what  would  be  the  result  if  there  were  no  psirti- 
tions  used  in  elections  and  these  white  factory  operatives  and  the  colored  voters 
were  allowed  to  mingle  indiscriminately,  the  colored  voters  all  voting  a  ticket  in 
opposition  to  the  ticket  voted  by  the  white  factory  operatives? 

( Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  misleading,  a  matter  based 
solelv  on  opinion,  as  being  hypothetical,  and  a  matter  about  which  the  witness 
could  not  testify  with  any  degree  of  certainty. ) 

Witness.  If  it  was  not  for  those  fences  around  the  polls  my  past  experience 
with  those  people  for  the  last  thirteen  years — I  have  been  knowing  them  for  thir- 
teen years,  as  I  was  born  and  raised  within  a  half  mile  of  those  factories,  and 
have  never  lived  more  than  that  distance  from  them  since — would  cause  me  to 
say  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

Q.  1  think  you  said  that  when  you  did  not  have  the  approaches  serious  difficul- 
ties occurred  and  killings  were  the  result? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  any  occurrences  which  did  not  happen  during 
the  special  election  of  1895. ) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Cohen.)  What  is  the  class  of  population  that  reside  in  the  Fifth 
Ward  composed  of  mostly? — A.  Factorv  operatives. 

Q.  You  say  that  election  that  took  place  in  October,  1895,  was  as  fair  and  hon- 
est an  election  as  you  have  ever  seen  in  your  experience  of  fourteen  years? — A. 
Yes,  air. 
Q.  Did  you  see  any  money  used  for  buying  votes? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Would  you  not  have  seen  it  if  it  had  occurred  at  the  polls?— A.  I  certainly 
would. 

Q.  I  heheve  our  Populistic  friends  carried  that  ward  by  a  small  majority? — ^A. 
I  think  by  46  votes. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  the  general  reputation  of  Mr.  Silas  0.  Reid,  jr. .  in  the  com- 
munitv  in  which  he  lives— as  a  laoor  agitator,  a  Populist  agitator,  and  any  and 
every  kind  of  an  agitator? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  him  on  the  stump  twenty  or 
thirty  times;  mostlv  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Watson  and  the  Populist  party. 

O.  Did  ^ou  ever  know  of  him  as  a  labor  agitator  in  the  time  of  the  Knights  of 
Labor  strike?— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  a  labor  leader  at  that  time — leading  the  strike  of  the  factory  opera- 
tives when  they  struck  for  higher  wages? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  any  evidence  as  to  Mr.  Reid^s  conduct  during 
any  labor  strike,  or  any  other  time,  except  as  connected  with  this  election.) 

Witness.  Yes,  sir;  he  has  always  taken  a  very  active  part  in  anything  of  that 
kind  that  has  0(.'curred  in  that  ward  since  I  have  been  there. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  in  sending  such  a  large  force  as  that  to  the  Fifth  Ward 
precinct  on  that  day? — A.  On  account  of  threats  that  were  made  in  regard  to  the 
colored  people  voting  that  day. 

Q.  What  were  those  threats? — A.  To  the  effect  that  they  were  going  to  kill  two 
or  three  negroes  at  the  start  and  thereby  frighten  away  the  others. 

Q.  Who  was  going  to  kill  them?— A.  The  Populists.    That  they  would  kill  one 
or  £wo,  and  that  would  have  the  effect  of  keeping  the  balance  away  from  there. 
Those  reports  were  conveyed  to  police  officials?- A.  Yes,  sir. 
You  heard  them  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  of  the  threats. 
Acting  upon  that  the  chief  sent  this  large  force  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
To  keep  order? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  presence  of  such  a  large  force  there  did  preserve  order,  did  it  not:— A. 
Yes,  sir;  there  was  no  disturbances  there  at  all. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq.: 

Q.  You  have  been  on  the  force  for  sixteen  years? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  work  has  been  mostly  in  that  district  or  territory? — A.  Yes,  sir:  only 
in  that  ward. 

Q.  You  speak  of  Mr.  Reid.  You  mean  he  is  a  man  who  has  clear  ideas  on  pohti- 
oal  questions,  and  discusses  those  ideas  just  like  any  other  ordinary  speaker?— A. 
No.  sir;  I  do  not.  I  mean  that  his  speeches  from  the  stump  are  more  of  an  anarch- 
istic order,  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  use  any  expressions  on  that  line? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have 
heard  him  tell  the  crowd  to  be  there  on  time  and  they  would  take  the  polls— and 
such  talk  as  that.  And  I  think  he  attempted  to  take  them  in  the  Twelve  hun- 
dred hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district  once  or  twice. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  he  did  that?— A.  I  think  they  did  in  the  Fifth  Ward. 

Q.  Was  not  what  he  said,  for  all  of  them  to  be  there  and  they  would  carry  the 
election  by  a  majority  of  the  votes? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  did  outvote  the  Democratic  party  at  this  election?— A.  Yes,  sir;  but 
they  would  not  have  done  so  if  they  had  not  scared  off  the  colored  vote. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  large  colored  vote  polled? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  very  small. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  colored  votes  were  not  voted  at  that  election?— A. 
1  think  60  or  70. 

Q.  Was  there  any  effort  made  by  the  Democrats  to  get  those  colored  voters  to 
the  polls? — A.  I  don't  know  that  any  was  made  that  day,  but  tiiere  was  two  or 
three  days  before  the  election. 

Q.  No  special  effort  made  on  that  day?— A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Might  not  that  failure  to  vote  be  caused  by  a  disinclination  to  vote  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket? — A.  No.  sir;  they  were  afraid  to  come  there.  I  have  talked  with 
several  of  them  since  the  election. 

Q.  And  they  told  you  they  were  afraid  to  come  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Name  a  few  of  those  you  talked  with  who  expressed  that  fear. — A.  I  do  not 
recall  any  of  them  just  now.  You  could  see  them  standing  around  that  day.  three 
or  four  in  a  crowd,  300  or  400  yards  away  from  the  polls. 

Q.  But  you  don't  recall  a  single  man  now  that  you  have  talked  with  since  who 
expressed  that  fear? — A.  No.  sir;  I  do  not  right  now. 

Q.  The  influence  that  operated  upon  them,  as  to  whether  it  was  fear,  or  was  a 
disinclination  to  come,  is  simply  a  matter  of  opinion  upon  your  part,  is  it  not?— A. 
No,  sir;  it  is  not  an  opinion.    I  knew  positively  that  they  had  been  threatened. 

Q.  You  had  heard  those  threats  yourself? — A.  Only  on  the  street  comers  at 
nignt. 

Q.  What  were  those  threats?— A.  Just  as  I  stated  before.  That  if  the  negroes 
came  there  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  they  were  going  to  kill  two  or  three  of 
them  early  in  the  morning. 

Q.  And  thereby  drive  away  the  colored  voters? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  hear  make  those  threats? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  any  partiC' 
"lar  man.    A  crowd  would  be  standing  around  a  comer  talking. 
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Q.  Yon  could  not  tell  who  it  was  made  the  threat,  could  you? — A.  Not  the  man 
personally,  I  could  not. 

Q.  You  don*t  now  recall  who  it  was?— A.  No;  sir;  there  would  probably  be  ten 
or  twelve  of  them  standing  on  a  comer  together. 

Q.  If  you  were  unable  to  tell  who  they  were,  how  did  you  know  they  were  Pop- 
tdwts? — ^A.  By  knowing  them  when  I  would  see  them.  There  might  be  10  or  13 
people  in  the  crowd,  and  I  might  not  be  able  to  pick  out  the  man,  but  I  would 
know  he  was  a  Populist. 

Q.  Yon  could  not  tell  whether  a  Democrat  or  a  Populist  made  the  remark? — 

A  Yes,  sir;  I  could  look  over  the  crowd  and  tell  there  was  not  a  Democrat  in  it. 

Q.  Did  you  know  all  their  politics? — A.  I  think  I  can  pick  8  out  of  every  10  of 

them. 

Q.  But  you  dont  recollect  any  individuals  who  made  those  threats? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  can  not  now  tell  us  who  you  saw  standing  in  those  groups  and  talking 

on  that  line? — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not. 

Q.  You  only  think  they  were  Populists  from  the  location  in  which  they  lived 
and  from  the  fact  that  you  knew  some  of  the  Populists  in  that  territory  at  the 
time? — A.  No,  sir;  I  knew  the  Populists  by  the  tickets  they  voted. 

Q.  You  speak  of  groups  of  10  or  12  standing  around  on  the  comers.  Will  you 
mention  twme  of  the  individuals  in  any  of  those  groups? — A.  I  do  not  recall  them 
DOW.  I  would  pass  the  comer,  probably  at  night,  ana  see  6  or  8  of  them  standing 
there:  and  the  last  of  the  week  I  might  pass  and  see  6  or  8  others,  some  of  whom 
might  be  some  of  the  same  crowd  that  I  saw  before. 
Q.  But  you  don't  recall  any  of  the  individuals?— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Is  it  not  likely  that,  hearing  threats  of  that  character,  you  would  have  made 
eome  note  of  it  at  the  time?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  a  man  was  talking  incendiary  talk  or  talking  anarchy  you  did  not  even 
take  the  trouble  to  take  down  his  name  or  anything  of  that  sort?— A.  I  only  noti- 
fied the  chief  of  police  of  the  fact. 

You  did  not  report  to  him  the  name  of  any  of  the  individuals? — A.  No,  sir. 

Was  it  upon  your  information  that  the  chief  sent  that  force  there  to  preserve 

ler  at  the  polls  that  day? — A.  Not  only  mine,  but  also  other  officers. 

Q.  It  was  partly  upon  your  information  that  the  chief  acted? — A.  Yes,  sir.    The 

only  way  we  received  any  notice  of  anything  of  that  kind  in  that  ward  was  through 

the  officers  in  charge  of  the  upper  barracks. 

Q.  You  saw  no  attempts  at  a  riot  there  that  day? — A.  No,  sir.  There  were  one 
or  two  little  fusses. 

0.  You  saw  nothing  that  looked  like  a  riot? — A.  No,  sir;  they  came  to  the  polls 
and  looked  like  they  were  for  anything. 

Q.  Did  they  come  there  as  if  prepared  for  a  riot? — A.  There  were  at  the  polls 
«ome  40  or  50  Populists  when  the  polls  opened. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  with  weapons?— A.  Nothing  but  a  3-foot  hickory  stick. 
That  was  as  much  as  the  law  would  allow  them  to  carry  to  a  place  of  that  kind. 
Q.  About  how  many  Democrats  were  present  when  the  polls  opened? — A.  I 
suppose  15  or  20. 

And  about  40  or  50  Populists?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Were  the  Democrats  armed? — A.  No,  sir. 
Did  they  have  sticks? — A.  No,  sir. 

Walking  canes?— A.  There  might  have  been  one  or  two  in  the  crowd  that  did. 
Q.  That  ward  is  largely  Populistic,  is  it  not? — A.  Not  very  largely  so.    They 
only  carried  it  by  46  votes. 

Q.  Was  the  fiQl  Populist  vote  polled  that  day? — A.  I  should  say  it  was;  yes,  sir. 
1  can  not  tell  exactly  the  number  that  was  short. 

Q.  Is  the  Democratic  population  up  there  made  up  mainly  of  white  or  colored 
people?— A.  Both. 
Q.  Which  is  in  the  majority? — A.  The  white  Democrats  have  the  majority, 
Q.  So  that  your  full  Democratic  white  vote  was  polled  that  day? — A.  No,  sir; 
the  fnll  white  Democratic  vote  was  not  polled. 

Q.  How  many  were  short? — A.  I  don't  recollect— I  suppose  some  20  or  80.  That 
is.  among  the  whites. 

Q.  How  many  white  Populist*  failed  to  vote? — A.  I  think  there  were  about  4  or 
5-perhaps  as  many  as  a  dozen. 

Q.  How  many  colored  Populists  failed  to  vote? — A.  That  question  I  can  not 
answer. 

0.  Were  the  colored  Populists  as  well  as  the  colored  Democrats  kept  from  the 

polls  by  reason  of  this  fear? — A.  No,  sir.    When  a  Populist  had  a  colored  man  to 

vote,  he  would  bring  him  down  to  the  polls  in  his  wagon  and  carry  him  off  again. 

Q.  Did  not  the  Democrats  do  the  same  thing? — A.  No,  sir;  they  could  not  get 

them  there  to  vote. 
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Q.  Did  any  of  them  tell  yon  that  day  they  conld  not  vote  on  account  of  those 
fears?— A.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  see  any  of  them,  as  I  was  right  at 
the  polls  all  day.  I  saw  several  of  them  a  night  or  two  afterwards,  and  asked 
them  why  they  did  not  come  to  the  polls  and  vote;  and  they  said  because  they 
had  heard  that  the  Populists  had  threatened  to  injure  them  or  kill  them  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort.  A  day  or  two  before  the  election  a  Populist  shot  at  one  up 
there. 

Q.  You  took  charge  of  matters  around  the  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  announced  vour  purpose  to  arrest  anybody  who  interfered  with  the  good 
order  that  day? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  And  that  you  would  give  ample  protection  to  anybody  who  wanted  to  vote?— 
A.  We  protected  them — those  that  came  there  to  vote. 

Q.  The  presence  of  this  lar^e  force  of  police  was  pretty  well  known  by  them  on 
that  day  in  that  neighborhood? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  generally  known  that  there  was  a  large  force  of  police  there  ready  and 
able  to  protect  the  polls? — A.  Nobody  knew  who  would  be  there  on  that  day  but 
myself  and  the  chief. 

Q.  Your  men  were  in  uniform,  and  could  be  seen? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  any  parties  were  standing  off  and  had  anv  fears,  they  could  have  been 
reassured  by  the  presence  of  that  large  body  of  police? — A.  If  they  had  come  to 
the  polls  their  fear  was  of  being  hurt  after  the  election  was  past. 

Q.  There  has  been  nobody  hurt  since  on  that  account,  has  tiiere? — A.  I  don't 
think  there  has.  We  have  had  one  or  two  shooting  scrapes  up  there  since,  but  I 
don't  think  it  was  politics. 

Q.  You  have  no  more  rows  up  there  than  you  do  in  any  other  part  of  the  city?— 
A.  It  is  very  quiet  up  there,  but  there  is  a  certain  element  loafing  around  up  there 
that  is  dangerous  and  treacherous.  We  have  certain  men  who  Uve  among  them 
and  know  them,  and  those  men  are  on  duty  there  all  the  time. 

Q.  The  loafing  element  in  all  communities  is  usually  treacherous  and  unreliable, 
are  they  not? — A.  In  some  respects  they  are.  I  mean  in  regard  to  fighting  and 
fussing,  and  such  things  as  that. 

Q.  You  mean  they  indulge  in  fights  pretty  often? — A.  In  other  words,  you  take 
the  loafing  element  bom  and  raised  here,  they  are  as  well  satisfied  at  Pelze,  S.  C, 
or  Columbus,  Ga..  or  any  other  factory  district,  as  they  are  here. 

Q.  You  mean  they  engage  in  fights  sometimes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

O.  And  are  rather  a  dangerous  element? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  find  them  in  all  industrial  localities  where  there  are  mills  or  other  indus- 
trial plants? — A.  Those  cotton  mills  up  there  have  not  been  in  operation  for  more 
than  ten  or  fifteen  years.  You  might  say  that  there  would  be  an  entirely  new  set 
of  people  at  a  new  mill,  and  this  floating  element  came  there  when  those  mills 
opened.  I  mean  one  of  that  element  might  stick  a  knife  in  you  to-day,  and  to- 
morrow he  would  be  in  Columbia,  S.  C.  One  of  the  men  who  went  to  the  polls 
that  day  is  now  somewhere  in  South  Carolina  for  shooting  a  man  down  in  a  jus- 
tice's court. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  one  of  the  men  who  went  for  the  Populists? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  id 
the  man  who  shot  another  man  down  in  Mr.  M.  M.  Connor's  justice's  court. 

Q.  He  did  not  shoot  him  about  politics? — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  only  showiog  you 
the  character  of  the  people.  One  man  was  under  arrest  and  in  cluu'ge  of  a  con- 
stable when  another  shot  him. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  polls  at  the  Fifth  Ward  in  the  election  of  1894? — ^A. 
It  was  not  tnere  then.  It  was  held  at  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district 
The  people  of  the  Fifth  Ward  voted  at  that  district. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  polls? — A.  I  was  at  the  office  in  1894,  in  reserve  there. 

Q.  You  voted  in  1894?— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  had  instructions  to  get  back  to  the  bar- 
racks as  soon  as  I  could. 

Where  did  you  vote?— A.  At  the  Fourth  Ward. 
Do  you  live  in  the  Fourth  Ward? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

You  saw  no  evidences  of  repeating  at  the  Fourth  Ward  polls  in  1894?— A 
No^  sir;  I  did  not  stay  there  long  enougn  to  have  seen  anything  of  the  kind  had 
it  been  done. 

Where  did  you  vote  in  1892?— A.  At  the  Fourth  Ward. 
Were  you  on  duty  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Where  were  you  on  duty  in  1892? — A.  I  was  in  the  office  at  the  barracks. 
Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  in  1892? — A,  No,  sir. 
Do  yon  know  it  is  generally  understood  that  Major  Black  resigned  his  seat 
in  1894  in  consequence  of  charges  made  of  repeating? 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony,  Major  Black's  letter  speaking  for 
itself.) 
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Q.  (By  Mr.  Gross.)  Do  yon  know  that  it  is  generally  understood  in  Aognsta 
that  Major  Black  resigned  his  seat  on  the  gronnd  that  the  same  had  been  procured 
by  fraud? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  heard  it?— A.  I  may  have  heard  it,  but  I  have  no  positive 
infomiation  to  that  effect. 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Cobb  claimed  that  the  people  who  were  voting  were  repeating? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  not  only  him,  but  a  good  many  more  said  so. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  to  make  any  arrests  there  that  day? — A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  complaints  to  you  that  there  was  any  repeating  by  the 
Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  action  on  that? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  we  investigated  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  find? — ^A.  Nothing  at  all  to  bear  out  his  statement. 

Q.  How  did  you  investigate? — ^A.  By  going  to  the  window  where  the  voting  was 
tanng  place  and  remaining  there. 

Q.  Did  yov  aak  the  managers  if  the  parties  whom  he  had  susx>ected  had  voted? — 
A.  There  was  no  necessity  for  asking  them.  I  was  right  there  at  the  window  to 
investi^te  for  myself. 

Q.  Did  vou  take  a  note  of  the  parties  whom  he  claimed  had  repeated? — A.  I  did 
on  several  occasions  that  day. 


Q.  Did  you  find  they  had  repeated? — A.  No,  sir. 


How  could  you  tell? — A.  As  I  told  you  a  moment  ago,  because  I  knew  every 
one  of  them  that  voted  there. 

<j.  If  a  man  had  voted  under  two  different  names,  and  you  had  just  had  your 
attention  called  to  it,  you  could  not  tell  whether  he  had  voted  before  or  not? — ^A. 
He  would  have  to  call  out  his  name  and  the  street  and  house  he  lived  in. 

Q.  If  he  called  two  names  and  two  different  numbers  of  streets  it  would  be 
impossible  for  you  to  tell  it  without  proof  of  some  sort? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  right 
there  and  just  as  soon  as  he  came  up  to  that  window  and  ca'led  out  his  name,  I 
conld  look  on  the  list  and  tell  whether  he  told  the  truth  or  not,  and  I  could  do  the 
same  thinff  to-day  with  the  same  list. 

Q.  You  Know  nothing  of  Cobb's  reputation? — A.  No,  sir.    He  is  a  man  who  will 
fight  vou  and  hurt  you. 
Q.  tie  is  a  game  man? — A.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

Q.  You  say  he  does  not  work.    Don't  you  know  he  was  injured  some  seven 
years  ago  by  having  a  bale  of  cotton  fall  on  him? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  it. 
Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  alleges  that  as  his  reason? — A.  I  think  he  does. 
Q.  Don*t  you  know  that  he  does  light  jobs  occasionally,  such  as  serving  papers, 
etc.?— A.  I  think  he  acts  as  constable  for  Judge  Connor  at  times. 
Q.  He  has  children  who  work  in  the  factory,  has  he  not? — A.  I  think  he  has. 
Q.  And  he  keeps  house  and  looks  after  his  children?— A.  Yes:  I  think  he  does  the 
cooking  and  cleaning  up  around  the  house. 
Q.  His  wife  is  deaS?— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  And  he  does  whatever  other  work  he  can  in  the  way  of  light  jobs? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir:  I  see  him  serving  papers  at  times.  I  think  he  lost  that  position,  however, 
when  he  and  Mr.  Dunn  had  that  shooting  scrape. 

Q.  You  say  you  kept  the  Populists  and  the  Democrats  separated  that  day? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Silas  Reid  asked  permission  to  go  around  and  discuss  politics  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic brethren? — A.  He  did  not  ask  me  anything  about  discussing  politics.    He 
came  down  where  we  had  a  couple  of  men  stationed.    The  Populists  were  on  the 
upper  side  of  the  house,  and  the  Democrats  were  on  the  lower  side.    He  asked 
permission  to  go  down  where  the  Democrats  were,  and  I  told  him  he  should  not 
do  it. 
Q.  You  finally  allowed  him  to  go  there,  did  you  not? — A.  I  did  not  myself. 
Q.  Did  not  ypor  men  there  finally  allow  him  to  go  down  there? — A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge.    The  chief  of  police  came  up  there,  and  possibly  he  allowed  Reid  to  go 
down  there. 
0.  You  don't  know  whether  he  went  down  there  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  This  election,  you  say,  was  as  fair  as  any  you  have  ever  seen  in  Augusta? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

No  intimidation  and  no  fraud? — A.  No,  sir. 
And  a  Populist  majority? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  bv  46  votes. 
You  are  unable  to  identify  anybody  who  made  those  anarchistic  threats? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

You  are  a  Democrat,  I  suppose? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Bom  and  brought  up  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  always  voted  that  ticket. 

.  You  have  held  office  under  a  Democratic  administration  for  sixteen  years  as 

a  police  officer — the  government  of  the  city  of  Augusta  is  Democratic? — A.  I  can 
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not  say  that.    The  police  commissioners  are  appointed  by  the  governor  of  Geor- 
gia, and  they  elected  me. 

Q.  The  present  board  of  police  commissioners  are  Democratic  in  their  pdtitics, 
are  they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  bat  not  a  member  of  that  present  board  was  there 
when  I  was  elected.  I  was  elected  at  the  time  the  governor  appointed  these  com- 
missioners to  take  charge  of  the  department.  That  was  at  the  time  of  the  creation 
of  the  police  commission,  in  1880. 

Q.  Yon  were  gratified  to  find  that  yonr  precautions  had  prevented  any  tinouble. 
of  course,  and  you  saw  no  evidences  or  intimation  to  raise  a  riot  there  that  day; 
no  manifestations  of  a  riot?— A.  Only  in  regard  to  this:  Probably  12  or  15  of  them 
would  get  off  in  a  crowd  and  whoop  and  hfuloo  and  laugh  at  the  crowd. 

Q.  Just  halloo  for  their  candidate? — A.  No,  sir.  Every  time  a  man  would  come 
In  to  vote  they  would  haUoo  at  him  and  say,  **  You  damned  scoundrel,  you  have 
been  in  there  before." 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  Democrats  standing  off  and  discussing  matters  among  them- 
selves?—A.  No,  sir;  they  were  at  work. 

Q.  Having  the  voter  put  in  his  vote?— A.  Yes;  they  were  working  for  their  can- 
didate. 

Q.  As  an  experienced  police  oflBlcer,  you  had  no  fear  of  this  crowd  that  was  there 
that  day — I  mean  so  far  as  a  breach  of  the  peace  was  concerned? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  anticipate  they  would  attempt  to  do  anything  in  the  face  of  the 
force  you  had  there? — A.  They  did  not  know  tnat  force  would  be  there. 

Q.  After  the  force  was  there  you  had  no  apprehension?  The  force  did  keep 
the  crowd  quiet? — A.  The  instructions  were  that  anybody  who  opened  his  mouth 
looking  to  a  disturbance,  whether  he  be  Populist  or  Democrat,  or  anybody  else, 
to  put  him  in  the  ^ardhouse  and  keep  him  there  until  the  polls  closed. 

Q.  That  precaution  was  effective?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  cause  for  it  was  not  manifest  during  the  day?— A.  Yes,  it  was.  These 
men  that  I  speak  about — this  police  force— did  not  receive  their  instructions;  ther 
could  not  tell  themselves  whether  there  would  be  1  man  at  the  polls  the  next  day 
or  16  men.  They  received  their  instructions  the  night  before  at  12  o'clock  to  report 
back  there  at  7  o'clock  the  next  morning.  We  did  not  let  the  men  themselves 
know  who  were  going  to  be  there.  They  were  instructed  the  night  before  at  12 
o'clock  to  be  there  the  next  morning  in  full  uniform  at  7  o'clock. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  with  two  or  three  men  you  could  have  policed  that  beat 
effectively,  could  you  not? — A.  I  would  not  have  attempted  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  now  recall  the  name  of  any  individual  who  indulged  in  that 
anarchistic  talk  or  who  were  in  any  of  those  crowds? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  remember 
some  who  were  in  the  crowds  at  the  poUs. 

Q.  Name  some  of  them. — A.  Will  Nelson,  a  Populist,  was  one  of  them.  Old  man 
£.  J.  Dunn  was  another;  he  is  also  a  Populist.  The  man  by  the  name  of  Eidson. 
who  shot  that  other  man,  was  another.    He  is  a  Populist. 

Q.  Name  some  of  the  Democrats  who  were  there  and  rather  demonstrative  that 
day — who  were  loud  talkers.— A.  We  did  not  have  enough  of  them  there  to  make 
any  demonstration.  They  looked  like  they  had  made  up  their  minds  to  leave  as 
soon  as  they  voted. 

Redirect  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  have  stated  to  Mr.  Gross  on  the  cross-examination  that  you  heard 
threats  that  came  from  crowds  that  would  be  collected  on  comers  in  the  Fifth 
Ward,  one  night  or  two  nights  or  more  previous  to  the  election,  threatening  to  do 
harm  to  the  colored  voters  when  they  arrived  at  the  polls,  in  order  to  drive  the 
negroes  away  from  the  polls  or  deter  them  from  voting  for  Major  Black.  Was  it 
not  generally  accepted  that  the  colored  people  were  for  Major  Black? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

<^.  You  also  stated  that  the  people  who  made  those  threats  were  Populists,  and 
while  you  can  not  name  the  exact  persons  who  did  the  talking,  you  would  see 
them  in  crowds  talking  together.— A.  Yes.  sir;  I  have  seen  old  man  Dunn,  Sim 
Crouch,  Sam  Cobb,  and  numbers  of  others  in  some  of  those  crowds. 

§.  Those  are  all  leading  Populists? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
.  Were  not  those  incendiary  si)eeche8? — A.  Judging  from  the  threatening  lan- 
guage they  were  using. 

Q.  When  you  stated  to  the  chief  of  police  that  these  threats  were  being  used  up 
there  and  that  you  had  heard  them  from  certain  crowds,  did  you  not  tellnim  that 
some  of  those  crowds  were  composed  of  such  men  as  you  have  stated — Dunn. 
Cobb,  and  Crouch? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  told  him  that  was  the* crowd. 

Q.  Was  not  that  rumor  that  you  repeated  to  the  chief  reported  generally  in  the 
community  previous  to  the  election? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  any  rumor  that  was  reported  in  the  commxmity 
as  oeing  a  matter  of  hearsay. ) 
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Witness.  Yes,  sir.  These  threats  I  heard  myself,  l:esides  the  general  minor 
Afloat  in  the  town. 

Q.  That  large  force  was  taken  there  to  prevent  the  Popnlists  from  carrying  out 
those  threats  of  killing  some  negro  simply  becanse  he  was  going  to  vote  the  Dem- 
ocratic  ticket? — A.  Those  were  threats  tnat  were  made,  and  that  was  the  object 
of  carrying  this  large  force  there.  There  were  16  men.  2  sergeants,  and  the  chief 
of  police  there  a  good  deal  of  the  time. 

Q.  You  say  that  when  you  arrived  at  the  polls  you  found  40  or  50  Populists  with 
sticks? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don*t  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  if  they  had  any  other  weapon  or  not? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

O.  That  was  the  only  weapon  that  the  law  allowed  them  to  carry  exposed  to  the 
polls? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  y6u  see  any  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  of  coming  to  the  polls 
in  any  armed  state? — A.  No,  sir.  They  could  have  raised  a  fuss  at  any  time 
through  the  day  if  those  Democrats  had  paid  any  attention  to  the  slurs  tnrown 
at  them,  but  they  passed  them  by  heedlessly. 

Q.  The  conduct  of  the  Populists  indicated  that  they  were  trying  to  raise  a  diffi- 
culty?—A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  the  Democrats  avoided  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  a  good  portion  of  the  colored  people  of  the 
Pitth  Ward  were  dissuaded,  by  the  apprehension  of  harm  being  done  them  by 
the  Populi:>ts,  from  going  to  the  polls?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
I  Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony  as  being  a  matter  of  opinion.) 
Q.  (By  Mr.  Cohen.)  As  a  matter  of  fact,  did  any  of  them  ever  tell  you  so? — A. 
Yes,  8ir. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  who  they  were  who  told  you  that? — A.  I  do  not  ret-.all  their 
names.  Bnt  probably  three  or  four  days  after  the  election — I  think  it  was  the 
Sunday  following — I  saw  several  of  them  and  asked  them  why  they  did  not  come 
down  to  the  polls  and  vote  on  the  day  of  election.  They  said  they  were  afraid.  I 
told  them  that  we  had  plenty  of  protection  there  for  them  and  anybody  else  that 
came  there.  They  saici  it  was  not  the  voting  they  were  afraid  of,  but  it  was  after 
the  election  was  over. 
Q.  Did  they  say  they  heard  those  threats? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  during  the  day  frequent  attempts  were  made  by  Cobb  and 
Dunn  and  Eidson.  and  some  other  Populists  whom  you  do  not  recollect,  at  beings 
disorderly? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  on  the  line  of  intimidating  voters? — A.  They  would  start  it  when  a 
man  went  in  to  vote,  and  would  keep  it  up  until  after  he  came  out. 
Q.  Trying  to  brin^?  on  a  difficulty?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  police  force  were  aroused  to  the  demands  of  the  hour — that  that  was 
their  object? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  there  to  restrain  them  by  your  presence  and  prompt  action? — A. 
Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  any  members  of  the  police  force  in  the  city  of  Augusta  who  are 
Populists? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  fact  that  there  are  probably  five,  six,  seven,  or  eight 
Populists  on  the  force? — A.  Yes,  sir;  possibly  as  many  as  10  of  them  out  of  a 
police  force  of  72  men  all  told. 
Q.  About  10  of  them  are  Populists? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  they  not  been  Populists  for  years  and  years  and  known  to  the  commu- 
nity and  to  the  other  members  of  the  force? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  were  kept  on  the  force  by  this  police  commission,  notwithstanding 
their  politics  were  known,  the  police  board  being  nonpartisan? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that 
is  correct.  Our  rules  do  not  allow  us  to  interfere  with  politics.  It  means  a  dis- 
mihsal  from  the  force  for  any  member  of  the  police  who  is  caught  interfering 
with  politics.  However,  a  man  votes  for  whom  he  pleases  and  uses  his  owa 
diBcretion  in  that  respect. 

Mathew  Sheron. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public^  Richmond  County,  Oa, 


J.  J.  DOUGHTY,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq.: 

What  business  are  you  now  engaged  in? — A.  That  of  a  cotton  buyer. 
.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  cotton  exchange  of  Augusta? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Have  yon  ever  held  any  poflition  connected  with  the  cotton  exchange  of  this 
■city? — A.  I  was  president  of  the  cotton  exchange  for  two  terms  of  four  years. 

Q.  You  have  ^ven  up  the  presidency  now?— A.  The  members  of  the  exchange 
Alternate.  I  think  several  of  the  presidents  have  been  nominated  and  elected  a 
second  time. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  held  any  position  under  the  city  or  county  government?— A. 
Nothing  except  a  jury  commissioner. 

Q.  Do  you  live  m  the  city  or  the  country? — A.  In  the  country,  about  5  miles 
from  Augusta,  in  the  county  of  Richmond.  I  will  add  that  I  was  a  member  of 
the  reformatory  board,  a  trustee  of  the  Reformatory  Institute.  I  was  also  a 
member  of  the  coimty  board  of  assessors  for  severtd  years. 

Q.  Your  politics  has  been  tHat  of  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hold  any  position  under  the  party? — A.  No,  sir;  except  as 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee.  I  have  held  tliat  position  for  five  or  six 
years. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  county  of  Richmond  during  the  election  of  October,  18^5?— 
A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  What  district  do  you  live  in? — A.  In  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third 
district. 

Q.  Was  that  the  district  that  you  registered  and  voted  in? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  polls,  if  any,  did  you  attend  on  the  day  of  that  election? — A.  The  jwlls 
in  that  district.  They  held  the  voting  precinct  in  the  county  home  at  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-third  district. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  did  you  go  there? — A.  Simply  as  a  voter,  and  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Black. 

Q.  Were  you  there  for  a  short  time  or  during  the  entire  day? — ^A.  I  think  I  was 
there  the  entire  day.    I  left  there  a  few  minutes  before  the  polls  closed. 

Q.  WTio  were  the  managers  of  the  election  in  that  district? — ^A.  Dr.  Mclnnes, 
Mr.  Lombard,  the  magistrate,  and  Mr.  Schley. 

Q.  Which  of  those  gentlemen  was  a  Populist?— A.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any 
Populist  on  the  board.    Mr.  Brown  was  the  Jt'opulist  selected  to  act. 

Q.  Why  did  he  not  act?— A.  He  did  not  come  upon  the  ground  at  all  during  the 
day.    His  place  was  filled  by  Mr.  Schley. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Schley  a  Populist  or  a  Democrat?— A.  He  voted  the  Democratic  ticket, 
I  think. 

Q.  How  were  those  managers  regarded  in  the  community  as  to  their  integrity?— 
A.  I  think  they  are  all  gentlemen  of  integrity,  honor,  position,  and  high  standmg. 

Q.  During  the  time  that  you  were  present  at  the  polls  state  what  was  the  char- 
acter of  the  election  conducted  at  that  precinct  as  to  honesty  and  fairness  and 
freedom  from  intimidation,  and  all  other  Qualities  that  go  to  make  up  a  pure  elec- 
tion.— A.  I  made  the  remark  on  the  day  of  that  election  that  I  never  saw  a  fairer 
election  in  my  life. 

Q.  You  are  a  gentleman  who  is  familiar  with  the  conduct  of  elections? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  have  seen  several  of  them. 

Q.  And  you  have  never  seen  a  fairer  one? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  evidence  of  intimidation  at  the  polls  that  day  to  prevent  a 
man  from  voting  just  as  his  inclinations  dictated  or  for  whom  he  pleased?— A 
Not  in  the  slightest. 

Q.  What  was  the  issue  that  day — simply  between  Populists  and  Democrats,  or 
was  it  the  Democrats  and  the  Republicans  on  the  one  side  and  the  Populists  on 
the  other?— A.  The  only  Republicans  that  I  know  in  this  community  are  the 
negroes,  and  they  have  always  voted  with  the  Democrats  as  against  the  Populist 
party. 

Q.  Did  jovL  see  on  the  occasion  of  that  election  at  the  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
third  district  any  repeating? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Were  you  not  in  a  position  to  have  seen  it  if  it  had  occurred? — A.  I  was  from 
10  to  20  feet  of  the  polling  place  or  window  all  day  long,  and  I  think  I  should  have 
seen  it. 


Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bowl^  and  Mr.  Fagan?— A.  I  do. 


They  were  workers  in  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party  that  day?— A. 
Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  when  they  left  with  their  wagons  with  the  voters  whom 
they  brought  to  the  polls?— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  wagons  when  they  left? — A.  No,  sir.  I  had  three  wagons,  I 
think,  in  the  employ  of  tne  party  that  day.  I  instructed  my  wagons  that  as  soon 
as  they  brought  the  crowd  there  to  go  and  haul  manure,  or  some  other  work— I 
forget  what.  The  wagons  mav  have  gone  off,  but  some  of  them  remained  there 
until  I  left. 
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Q.  Did  yon  see  anything  of  this  kind:  Like  Mr.  Bowles  and  Mr.  Fagan  taking 
up  their  wagons  with  the  voters,  going  off  some  distance  down  the  road— possibly 
being  gone  thirty  minntes — and  then  returning  with  the  same  negroes  and  voting 
them  again? — A.  I  not  only  never  saw  it,  but  they  did  not  do  it. 

Q.  If  Mr.  W.  K.  Nelson  states  that  he  saw  that  occur  that  day,  what  is  your 
explanation  of  his  statement  on  that  point?— A.  I  should  think  he  must  have  been 
very  much  excited. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Nelson's  disposition  and  general  character  as  to  his  ezcitabilitr, 
his  anarchistic  inclinations,  or,  if  you  choose,  the  angularity  of  his  intellect? — A. 
I  only  know  Mr.  Nelson  by  having  come  in  contact  with  him  at  the  Agricultural 
Club  and  having  some  transactions  with  him.  I  buy  trees  from  him.  I  know 
him  by  meeting  him  at  the  Agricultural  Club  for  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years, 
and  I  consider  Mr.  Nelson  in  a  general  way  has  a  weak  mind.  I  would  not  say 
that,  except  that  I  have  something  definite  upon  which  to  base  that  assertion. 

What  is  that?— A.  While  Mr.  Nelson  may  make  a  statement  in  private  conver- 
sation or  in  a  crowd  of  that  general  character  and  straight  and  all  that  kind  of  thing, 
there  is  no  esjiecial  Importance  to  be  placed  upon  it.  But  the  occasion  to  which 
I  refer  was  while  the  Agricultural  Club  was  once  in  session,  and  I  think  it  was 
tiie  largest  attendance  we  ever  had.  Mr.  Black  was  present  at  that  meeting,  as 
also  several  other  prominent  gentlemen.  Mr.  Nelson  got  up  and  asked  Mr.  Black 
in  a  very  direct  way  if  it  was  true  that  the  Congressmen  of  the  United  States  were 
allowed  $60,000  a  vear  to  distribute  seed  among  their  constituency.  Upon  that 
basis  I  conclude  that  Mr.  Nelson  is  not  an  up-to-date  man.  He  is  not  a  reliable 
man,  but,  to  the  contrary,  is  a  weak  man. 

Q.  What  was  his  condition  that  day  as  to  being  cool,  or  calm,  or  excited? — A. 
He  was  the  only  excited  man  in  the  crowd  that  I  saw  or  that  my  attention  was 
called  to. 

Q.  Did  he  show  any  evidence  of  his  excitableness  by  any  act  on  his  part? — A. 
Yes.  sir.  He  stood  at  the  window  nearlv  all  day  very  near  me.  He  was  there  in 
the  interest  of  his  party.  I  think  he  had  a  memorandum  upon  which  he  was  jot- 
ting down  some  notes:  I  don't  know  what  they  were.  He  put  the  memorandum 
in  his  pocket,  and  some  negro, '  *  guying  "  him,  attempted  to  take  it  out.  He  grabbed 
the  negro  and  called  upon  the  detective  to  arrest  nim  as  a  pickx)ocket,  and  from 
that  he  was  excited  all  day  long. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anv  other  evidences  of  his  being  excitable? — A.  Only  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  walked  around  there  and  talked. 

Q.  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  he  forgot  to  vote? — A.  I  understand  he  did. 

Q.  Was  there  any  reason  or  any  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  to  induce 
that  excitement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Nelson;  did  they  do  anything  to  annoy  him,  or 
irritate  him,  or  threaten  him?— A.  Not  that  I  know  of;  and  if  they  had  I  think  I 
would  have  seen  it. 

Q.  Then  are  you  prepared  to  say  that  if  Mr.  Nelson  states  that  there  were  at 
least  a  hundred  men  that  came  back  in  those  wagons  and  repeated,  his  statement 
Is  not  true?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  is  mistaken  if  he  does. 

Q.  He  had  no  greater  position  of  advantage  to  see  anything  like  that  than  yon 
did?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  nothing  the  matter  with  your  eyes?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  district,  in  which  that  precinct 
was  situated,  one  of  the  largest  districts  in  the  county? — A.  I  think  it  is  the 
largest. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  the  population  of  it  is? — A.  I  don't  know,  but  I  have 
heard  it  estimated  at  from  1,500  to  1,800, 1  believe.  The  territory  is  quite  large,  I 
know. 

Has  a  considerable  number  of  miles,  has  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
You  say  you  live  about  5i  miles  from  the  city? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Yon  are  m  that  district? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

And  that  district  starts,  you  may  say.  at  the  lower  end  of  the  city  limits? — 
A.  That  is  true.  It  extends  up  to  the  Harrisonville  road,  and  includes  all  this 
part  below  the  city  here. 

^  Q.  What  do  you  snpi)ose  is  the  length  of  that  district? — ^A.  I  suppose  it  is  about 
7  or  8  miles  in  length. 

Q.  And  about  what  is  its  width? — A.  I  think  2  or  8  miles. 

Q.  What  were  the  number  of  votes  polled  in  1895  in  that  district? — A.  About 
500. 1  think,  registered. 

Q.  Then,  if  there  are  1,500  to  1,800  residents  in  that  district,  that  is  not  a  large 
proportion  of  voters? — A.  I  think  it  is  a  fair  proportion. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  those  registered  voted  there  that  day? — A.  I  think  about 
^  or  over.    I  don't  remember  the  exact  number. 
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Q.  What  were  the  general  instractions  of  the  Democratic  ezecntiTe  committee, 
as  the  representative  of  the  party,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  election  desired  to  be 
held  that  day,  according  to  the  suggestions  made  by  Major  Black  as  to  his  desire 
to  have  the  election  perfectly  fair  and  honest  and  without  anything  at  all  that 
might  bring  down  criticism? — A.  They  were  more  direct,  and  esi>ecially  on  that 
line  that  everythiujg  should  be  fair  and  open. 

Q.  And  everything  that  was  in  their  power  to  do,  by  way  of  counseling  or 
advising  that  it  be  a  fair  and  honest  election,  was  done? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  was  it  not  all  done  at  the  special  instigation  or  request  of  Major  Black?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

,    To  avoid  any  possibility  of  contests  or  anything  of  that  kind? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
|.  Were  you  at  the  polls  in  1894?— A.  Yes,  sir;  at  the  same  polls. 
That  vote  was  not  as  large  in  1894  as  it  was  in  1895,  was  it? — A.  I  don't 
remember  that. 

Q.  You  are  familiar  with  the  inhabitants  of  Richmond  County,  having  lived 
here  all  your  life?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Populist  party  in  this  citj'  as  to  education  or 
as  to  their  positions  in  the  walks  of  life  tending  to  the  material  prosperity  of  the 
community?— A.  My  idea  of  them  is  that  there  are  not  any  of  theai  who  are  lead- 
ing men  in  any  of  the  commercial  or  industrial  pursuits. 

Are  they  not  confined  mostly  to  the  mill  operatives? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
With  a  few  notable  exceptions?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq.: 

You  say  you  were  at  the  election  of  1894?— A.  Yes,  sir:  at  the  same  precinct. 
Did  you  see  any  rei^eating  there  in  the  election  of  1894?— A.  I  did  not. 
Nor  any  fraudulent  conduct  in  caiTying  out  the  election? — A.  I  did  not. 
Did  you  attend  the  election  of  1892?— A.  I  don't  remember.    I  rather  think 
I  did. 

Q.  You  have  never  seen  any  evidence  of  repeating  at  any  of  these  Congressional 
elections  that  you  have  ever  attended? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  seen  any  out 
there  at  all. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  Mr.  Lombard  remarked  to  Dr.  Mclnnes:  *•  Doctor, 
that  yellow  devil  is  trying  to  repeat  on  me,  and  I  wish  you  would  help  me  watch 
him,"  referring  to  a  voter? — A.  I  did  not  hear  any  such  remark. 

Q.  He  was  in  charge  of  the  colored  box.  was  he  not?— A.  No.  sir;  he  was  in 
charge  of  both  boxes.    He  was  the  magistrate  for  that  district. 

9.  You  did  not  hear  him  make  any  such  remark  as  I  have  stated? — A.  No.  sir: 
I  did  not. 

(J.  Mr.  Nelson  has  the  reputation  of  being  an  honest  man,  has  he  not?— A.  I 
think  he  has— so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  about  400  voters  were  the  entire  poll  of  that  district?— A. 
About  that,  yes,  sir.  I  think  possibly  a  little  more  than  that.  In  answer  to  your 
former  question.  I  would  say  tliat  I  have  heard  some  bad  things  about  Mr.  Nel- 
son, but  I  don't  think  it  would  be  fair  to  bring  them  out. 

Q.  His  general  reputation  for  honesty  is  good? — A.  Yes.  sir:  I  think  so.  I  don't 
know  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Q.  The  only  trouble  seems  to  be  that  he  was  a  little  excited  at  first  there  tliat 
day  about  having  his  book  taken  from  him?— A.  He  w^as  a  little  excited  the  whole 
day. 

Q.  If  other  people  swore  to  the  same  state  of  affairs,  you  could  not  attribute 
that  to  excitement  on  their  part?— A.  Not  unless  I  knew  who  they  were. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  anybody  else  excited  there  that  day?— A.  His  son  and  his 
son-in-law  were  about  as  excited  as  he  was. 

Q.  What  is  his  son-in-law's  name?— A.  I  don't  recall  it.  I  think  that  was  the 
first  time  I  ever  saw  him. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  many  colored  votes  there  were  polled  there  that  day?— 
A.  I  don't  recollect.    I  think  more  than  half  of  them. 

Q.  If  a  party  had  come  up  and  voted  in  the  morning,  and  gone  off  and  remained 
a  half  a  day,  and  came  back  and  voted  again,  it  is  not  likely  that  you  would  have 
observed  him,  is  it?— A.  Not  unless  I  knew  him. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  most  of  the  negroes  in  that  precinct,  or  is  your 
acquaintance  limited? — A.  It  is  limited. 

Q.  Verv  limited? — A.  No,  not  very  limited.    I  know  a  great  many  of  them, 

Q.  And  there  are  a  great  many  that  you  do  not  know?— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  If  a  repeater  had  come  back  in  the  afternoon,  you  don't  think  you  would 
have  known  him,  unless  you  had  known  him  before  that  day? — A.  No,  sir:  not 
unless  I  knew  him  personally. 
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Q.  Ton  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  some  such  cases  did  not  happen? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  I  believe  yon  stated  that  yonr  district  out  there  had  a  population  which  has 
been  estimated  near  1,500?— A.  Somewhere  between  1,500  and  iS.OOO. 

J.  J.  Doughty. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow. 
Notary  Public,  Richmonel.  County,  Cfa, 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  January  28, 1896. 

Tuesday,  Jamiary  28,  1896, 

Present  for  contestant.  J.  T.  West,  esq.;  present  for  contestee,  C.  H.  Cohen» 
esq.,  and  B.  Wright,  esq. 

H.  K.  LOWRY,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen.  Esq.: 

Q.  What  business  are  you  engaged  in  at  present? — A.  Wagon  manufacturing. 

Q.  Are  you  with  your  father  in  the  wagon-making. business  in  Augusta? — A. 
Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  election  of  October  2.  1895,  that  took  place  between 
Mr.  Watson  and  Major  Black? — A.  I  was  one  of  the  managers  at  the  Fifth  Ward 
polls. 

Q.  Who  was  associated  with  you  in  the  management  of  that  election  up  there? — 
A.  Mr.  Leon,  magistrate. 

Q.  Who  represented  the  Populist  partv? — A.  They  had  no  representative  there. 

Q.  Was  one  appointed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Dr.  Perry. 

Q.  Did  he  appear? — A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  two  managers  supply  his  place  with  anyone? — A.  No,  sir;  we  did 
not. 

You  two  acted? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
You  were  a  freeholder  at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

As  one  of  the  managers  of  that  election,  state  what  was  the  conduct  of  that 
election,  as  far  as  you  saw,  as  to  fairness,  honesty,  and  freedom  from  intimidation, 
and  all  other  characteristics  that  go  to  make  up  an  honest  election,  and  how  did 
it  compare  with  elections  you  have  previously  seen  in  that  ward? — ^A.  I  saw  no 
irregnlarities.  We  swore  every  man  who  was  challenged.  The  most  of  the  time 
I  managed  the  colored  box.  The  managers  were  supplied  with  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  clerks  to  do  the  work. 

Q.  The  vote  was  small  up  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  number  of  colored  votes  polled  up  there? — A.  About 
1*20.  or  something  like  that.    It  was  not  a  large  vote. 

Q.  What  time  did  the  polls  open? — A.  The  polls  were  opened  at  8  a.  m.,  and 
closed  at  3  p.  m. 

You  hsA.  about  seven  hours  for  voting? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
You  say  you  saw  no  evidences  of  repeating? — A.  None  in  the  world. 
Did  you  see  or  allow  anyone  to  vote  who  was  under  the  age  of  21  years? — A. 
We  did  not, 

0.  Did  you  see  anvone  offer  to  vote  under  the  age  of  21? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  are  familiar  with  the  negro  voters,  like  any  other  Southern  man? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

0.  You  employ  large  ntimbers  of  them  in  your  factories? — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  have 
had  them  there  all  the  time.    It  is  hard  to  tell  their  age,  though. 

Q.  Was  any  complaint  made  to  you  by  anyone  representing  the  Populist  party, 
or  anyone  at  all.  in  reference  to  any  unfair  dealing  on  the  part  of  the  managers 
that  day? — A.  No,  sir.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  around  there  on  the  outside. 
Mr.  Silas  Reid  and  a  few  others  on  the  outside  said  some  things  were  a  little 
irregular,  but  we  did  not  see  it.  A  man  might  come  up  to  vote  and  they  would 
say,  '"This  man  has  voted  before."  and  we  would  swear  him.  I  think  once  I 
turned  a  man  down  of  my  own  motion.  But  I  think  that  in  nearly  every  case  they 
were  new  faces. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  face  twice? — A.  No,  sir.  Possibly  in  one  instance  I  might 
have. 

Q.  Who  got  the  majority  of  votes  in  that  ward? — A.  Mr.  Watson,  I  think. 

Q.  Were  these  attempted  irregularities  on  the  part  of  representatives  of  both 
parties  or  only  one  party?  In  other  words,  were  the  Populists  as  bad  as  the  Dem- 
ocrats and  the  Democrats  as  bad  as  the  Populists  in  that  ward? — A.  There  were 
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several  instances  where  parties  wonld  come  there  to  vote,  and  their  names  were 
not  on  our  list,  but  they  were  registered  in  some  other  ward,  and  we  would  aend 
them  down  to  their  proper  ward.    That  occurred  in  both  parties,  I  think. 

Q.  Were  the  votes  that  were  put  in  the  boxes  counted? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Reid 
asked  that  a  man  be  allowed  to  come  in  the  room  and  see  them  counted  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  Populist  party,  and  we  allowed  a  gentleman  to  come  in. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  his  mime? — A.  No,  sir.  He  seemed  to  be  very  well  pleased 
at  the  way  it  was  done.  I  supposed  he  referred  to  the  counting.  He  just  remarked 
that  it  was  as  fair  an  election  as  it  could  possibly  be. 

CJ.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  intimidation  there  that  day? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  intimidation  of  the  Democrats  by  the  Populists?— A.  The 
Populists  were  there  in  considerable  numbers,  all  pretty  well  heeled  with  sticks; 
and  the  negroes  seemed  to  be  a  little  nervous.    I  dia  not  know  what  might  turn  up. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  negroes  leaving  there  through  apprehension?— A.  Joe 
Wuliams,  a  negro  who  works  for  me,  was  a  member  of  the  oand  that  came  there 
that  day,  and  he  told  me  that  he  got  away  from  there  mighty  quick.  I  asked  him 
**  Why?"  He  said,  "  We  did  not  know  what  those  Populists  were  going  to  do  with 
those  sticks,  so  we  jumped  on  Colonel  Dyer's  electric  cars  and  came  back  to  town." 

(Ck)nte8tant8  counsel  object  to  the  statement  of  the  witness  as  to  what  this 
negro  said  to  him,  the  negro  himself  being  the  best  evidence,  and  this  being 
hearsay. ) 

Crosa-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Have  you  ever  been  a  manager  in  any  previous  election? — ^A.  1  never  have. 
This  was  your  first  time? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

How  long  have  you  lived  in  Augusta? — A.  Ever  since  my  birth,  in  1857. 
You  are  a  Democrat.  I  presume? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

And  Mr.  Leon  was  a  Democrat,  too? — A.  I  don't  know  his  politics.    It  is  a 
hard  matter  to  tell  a  man*s  politics  at  this  time. 
Did  you  hear  him  say?— A.  No,  sir. 

You  never  saw  him  vote? — A.  I  think  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 
Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  Congressional  elections  of  1892  and  18M?— A 
Oh^  yes;  we  all  took  some  part  in  that. 
Q.  Were  you  at  the  polls  those  days? — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  some  extent. 
Q.  What  polls  were  you  at  that  day?— A.  First  one  and  then  another. 
(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  any  evidence  being  introduced  in  reference  to  the 
election  of  1892,  that  election  and  the  result  thereof  being  res  adjudicata  bv  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  having  settled  that  contest  in  favor  of  Major  Black. 
Also  that  evidence  as  to  the  election  of  1894  is  irrelevant,  the  sole  issue  in  this  con- 
test being  as  to  whether  Mr.  Watson  received  more  votes  than  Major  Black;  all 
evidence  other  than  that  being  irrelevant  and  otherwise  illegal. ) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  West.)  Do  you  remember  which  polls  you  were  at  in  1892?— A.  I 
was  just  around  with  the  boys.    We  voted,  I  thint,  at  the  Third  Ward  in  1892. 

Q.  Were  you  also  at  the  polls  at  the  Second  Ward — the  court-house? — A.  Jnst 
to  look  around. 

Q.  Did  you  take  an  active  part  in  encouraging  voters  or  soliciting  votes?— A.  In 
the  first  election  I  was  after  getting  my  men  to  vote  who  worked  for  me. 

Q.  Did  you  insist  on  those  men  voting  the  Democratic  ticket? — A.  They  voted 
that  ticket. 

8.  Did  you  insist  on  their  doing  so? — A.  No,  sir;  not  at  all. 
.  How  was  it,  then,  if  they  were  doing  it  voluntarily,  you  had  to  see  about  it?— 
A.  Just  to  look  after  them  and  see  that  tney  were  not  interfered  with. 

Q.  What  irregularities,  if  any,  did  you  see  in  the  election  of  1894? — A.  None  at 
all. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  in  the  way  of  intimidation  by  the  Democrats? — A.  No,  sir; 
it  was  the  other  way,  if  an}rthing. 

Did  you  see  anything  in  the  way  of  repeating? — A.  No,  sir. 
Did  you  see  any  passing  of  money  on  that  day? — A.  No,  sir. 
Any  giving  of  whisky? — A.  No,  sir. 

In  the  election  of  1894  what  polls  were  you  at?— A.  I  think  I  was  at^the 
Third  Ward  polls  then.    I  was  also  at  the  Second  Ward  for  a  little  while.] 

Q.  What  irregularities  did  you  see  then? — A.  None;  but  I  saw  almost  every- 
thing going  on. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  dont  exactly  under- 
stand what  you  mean  by  **  repeating." 

Q.  The  same  man  voting  twice — or  more  than  once? — A.  No,  air.    That  is  not 
admissible. 
Q.  You  did  not  see  any  intimidation,  or  anything  of = that  sort? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  You  being  a  manager  and  having  charge  of  one  box  and  Mr.  Leon  having 
charge  of  the  other  box,  yonr  attention  was  of  course  mainly  attracted  to  the 
reception,  numbering,  and  depositing  of  the  ballots? — A.  That  was  all. 

Q.  You  did  not  attempt  to  Keep  up  with  what  was  going  on  outside? — A.  Not 
at  all. 

Q.  Nor  did  you  attempt  to  keep  up  with  what  was  going  on  at  the  other  box? — 
A-  Those  boxes  were  very  close  together. 
Q,  How  close?— A.  About  5  or  6  feet  apart. 

Q.  One  window  opened  on  one  side  ana  the  other  on  another? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but 
the  windows  were  both  very  close  to  the  comer  of  the  room. 

Q.  When  you  were  busy  receiving  ballots  at  your  box  you  could  not  pay  any 
attention  to  what  was  going  on  at  the  other  box? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
O.  Was  the  box  on  your  right  or  left? — A.  On  my  right  and  Mr.  Leon's  left. 

Q.  When  you  would  turn  to  deposit  ballots  in  the  box  that  you  had  control  of 
yon  could  not  necessarily  keep  your  eves  on  him  all  the  time  depositing  ballots  in 
the  other,  could  you? — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  the  time.  I  was  watching  everything  like 
a  hawk. 

Q.  If  you  were  busy  numbering  and  depositing  ballots  at  your  table  you  could 
not  see  him  numbering  and  depositing  ballots  at  the  other? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  could. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  that  precinct  bemg  carried  by  Mr.  Watson? — A.  I  wUl  say 
that  most  of  the  colored  people  voted  for  Mr.  Black. 

Q.  There  was  a  good  manv  colored  vot«3  for  Mr.  Watson? — A.  He  had  a  major- 
ity early  in  the  day.    I  think  nearly  all  the  first  few  votes  were  for  him. 

Q.  You  say  you  heard  Mr.  Reid  and  others  complaining  early  in  the  day? — ^A. 
There  was  some  talk  among  them.    Reid  talks  a  good  deal. 

Q.  He  was  complaining  and  the  others  were  complaining,  were  they  not? — A. 
I  beard  some  talk. 

Q.  About  there  being  repeating  or  vote  buying? — A.  They  were  just  generally 
complaining  and  kicking. 

Q.  Was  not  one  of  those  complaints  that  there  was  repeating? — ^A.  They  were 
chaffing  fraud  and  everything  else.  They  would  make  a  charge  against  a  voter, 
and  I  would  swear  him. 

Q.  You  say  you  turned  down  some  voters? — A.  One,  I  think. 

0.  Did  you  not  say  that  in  one  instance  a  man  offered  to  rex)eat? — A.  I  did  not 
let  him  vote. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  that  possibly  in  one  instance  a  man  offered  to  vote 
again.— A.  He  may  have  offered.  They  offer  a  good  many  things  at  an  election, 
and  the  manager  has  to  be  very  careful. 

Q.  You  say  a  good  many  there  did  offer? — A.  Not  many.  It  would  not  have 
changed  the  result  five  votes  either  way. 

Q.  This  gentleman  whom  Mr.  Reid  requested  be  allowed  to  come  in  and  see  the 
Totes  counted,  his  expression  of  satisfaction  of  the  way  it  was  done  was  in  refer- 
ence to  the  honesty  of  the  count  by  you  and  Mr.  Leon? — A.  I  think  he  said  it  was 
a  fair  election,  or  something  of  that  sort.  We  were  giving  them  a  fair  coimt  of 
the  votes. 

Q.  That  was  what  he  came  in  there  for,  was  it  not? — A.  Mr.  Reid  asked  us  to 
let  a  man  come  in  to  see  the  vote  counted,  and  we  did  so.  It  did  not  change  the 
result  one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  he  referred  to  the  fairness  of  the  count  or  the  fair- 
ness of  the  election?— A.  I  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  him.  He  was  sitting 
there,  and  I  heard  him  say  something  about  "'fairness.'' 

Q.  This  negro  that  vou  spoke  of,  did  he  vote  up  there  that  day?— A.  No,  sir; 
he  only  came  here  with  the  band  to  play  music. 

Q.  He  voted  at  another  ward? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  They  went  up  there  on  the  street 
car,  and  did  not  stay  long. 

Q.  Is  it  customary  to  carr^r  a  band  around  to  the  polls  and  play? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
it  cheers  the  boys  un.    He  said  they  all  had  sticks  and  he  left. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  Populists  noiake  any  effort  to  strike  anybody  with  those 
rticks?— A.  No,  sir;  they  were  very  quiet. 

9*  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  fact  that  if  they  had  any  disposition  to  raise  a  row  the 
police  headquarters  were  right  there,  and  there  was  a  heavy  police  force  present. 
and  it  would  have  been  folly  for  them  to  have  raised  a  row? — A.  I  saw  no  attempt 
to  raise  a  row. 

Redirect  examination  by  G.  H.  Cohen,  Esq.: 

Q.  You  say  nearly  all  the  Populists  came  to  the  polls  armed  with  sticks? — A.  I 
saw  the  sticks.  I  don't  know  whether  they  had  any  more  sticks  there  than  they 
woold  carry  to  a  prayer  meeting. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  they  had  any  weai)ons  on  them  or  not?— A.  No, 
sir;  it  is  against  the  State  law. 
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Q.  Yon  say  that  when  the  polls  opened  the  large  majority  of  the  crowd  present 
were  Populists? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  bnt  for  the  large  force  of  police  that  were  there 
that  there  would  not  have  been  continual  difficulties? — ^A.  I  think  there  would, 
judging  by  former  elections. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  manner  of  examining  this  witness,  the  witness 
being  very  intelligent  and  the  questions  being  leading.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Cohen.)  Do  you  know  Mr.  Silas  Reid  and  his  general  reputation  in 
the  communitv  in  which  he  lives? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  general  reputation  as  to  being  an  agitator  and  a  dissenter  and  a 
disorganizer  in  that  community? — A.  He  has  id  ways  been  a  kicker. 

Q.  Did  he  array  himself  with  the  Labor  party?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  did.  He 
was  always  a  dissenter.  I  think  he  is  a  harmless  fellow.  He  is  a  clever  kind  of  a 
fellow — no  harm  in  him.  I  never  knew  of  him  doing  anyone  any  particular  harm; 
he  is  just  a  talker. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  doing  anything  to  his  church  society? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  did  you  would  not  call  him  a  clever  sort  of  a  fellow? — A.  He  was 
always  pretty  clever  with  me. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  don't  know  whether  Reid — ^who  is  a  general  dis- 
senter and  kicker — had  any  ground  to  base  his  complaints  on  that  day,  or  not?— A. 
No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

S.  He  was  just  in  one  of  his  continuous  rows? — A.  I  heard  him  say,  "  Come  on, 
:>ws,"  or  something  of  that  sort. 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  sergeant  of  police  objected  to  his  coming  over  and 
raising  a  row  with  the  Democrats? — A.  I  think  he  went  out  there  and  told  them 
that  they  must  make  room  for  the  voters. 
Q.  The  police  were  there  preserving  peace  between  the  two  parties? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Recross  examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq.: 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  saw  some  of  the  Populists  with  walking  canes. 
Dia  you  see  any  of  the  Democrats  with  them  also? — A.  I  said  walking  sticka 

Q.  Did  you  see  some  of  the  Democrats  with  walking  sticks,  too? — A.  I  dont 
recollect  seeing  any  of  them  have  them.  Some  of  them  might  have  had  them,  bat 
I  don't  think  I  saw  any  of  them  with  sticks.  1  can  not  tell,  around  the  polls,  unless 
I  am  out  there  among  them,  whether  a  man  is  a  Populist  or  a  Democrat.  A  great 
many  of  those  people  were  strangers  to  me. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say,  as  I  understand  you,  that  if  the  police  had  not 
been  there  that  day  there  would  have  been  trouble? — A.  I  could  not,  of  course, 
swear  that,  because  that  would  be  swearing  to  something  that  did  not  occur.  We 
all  thought  that  from  rows  that  they  had  nad  at  the  Fifth  Ward  polls  in  previous 
elections.    They  voted  outside  of  the  city  limits  before  that. 

Q.  You  had  some  trouble  out  there  in  the  Fifth  Ward? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  that 
was  one  of  our  reasons  for  apprehending  trouble  in  1896.  In  1895  the  Fifth  Ward 
polling  precinct  was  moved  from  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district  to 
the  Fif  tn  Ward,  within  the  city  limits. 

H.   K.   LOWRET. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  ine. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Oa. 

H.  D.  JjEON,  for  the  conteetee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  EiSq.: 

Q.  What  is  your  official  position? — A.  Notary  public  and  ex  officio  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  six  hundredtn  district,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

Q.  What  was  your  profession  before  becoming  a  justice  of  the  peace? — ^A.  I  was 
a  lawyer. 

(^.  Where  did  you  receive  your  legal  education? — A.  At  the  Washington-Lee 
Umversitv  and  the  University  of  Athens.  After  that  I  studied  law  under  Mr. 
H.  Clay  Foster. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  notary  and  justice  of  the  peace? — A.  For  abont 
sixteen  years. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  official  position  in  connection  with  the  election  of  1895  for 
Congress?— A.  I  was  one  of  the  managers  at  the  Fifth  Ward  polls. 

Q.  Who  was  your  comanager?— A.  Mr.  H.  K.  Lowry. 

^.  What  was  your  opinion  as  to  that  election  for  fairness,  etc.? — A.  It  was  as 
fair  as  I  have  ever  seen. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hold  elections  before? — A.  Yes,  sir;  almost  continuouflly  for  six- 
teen years. 
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Did  yon  see  any  bribery  or  attempts  at  bribery  at  the  polls?— A.  No,  sir. 

Any  repeating? — A.  No,  sir. 

Or  any  colored  people  under  the  age  of  21  years  voting  or  attempting  to 
vote?— A.  I  did  not. 

(^.  If  snch  had  occurred  would  you  not  have  seen  it? — A.  If  it  had  occurred 
while  I  was  at  the  colored  box  I  would. 


Q.  How  far  were  the  boxes  apart?— A.  About  5  feet. 


Was  not  there  a  very  limited  number  of  colored  votes  polled  there  that 
day?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  there  were  only  about  117. 

6.  Then  the  voting  was  slow? — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  the  colored  box. 

Q.  Then,  if  you  were  at  the  white  box  and  voting  was  going  on  at  the  colored 
box,  did  you  not  have  a  pretty  fair  chance  of  seeing  it?— A.  Except  at  times — at 
times  I  could  superintend  both  boxes. 

Q.  There  was  only  a  small  proportion  of  that  117,  then,  that  you  did  not  see? — 
A  Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  pretty  good  view  of  the  colored  box.  I  saw  no  repeating  nor 
any  attempt  of  anyone  under  21  years  of  age  attempting  to  vote. 

Q.  If  you  had  seen  it  what  would  have  been  your  duty? — ^A.  To  have  stopped  it; 
that  was  my  dut^. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  see  any  such  happening? — A.  No,  sir.  I  should  certainly 
have  8topx>ed  it  if  I  had. 

Q.  Were  you  familiar  with  the  fact  as  to  whether  or  not  there  were  any  nmiors 
abroad  in  the  community  of  any  apprehended  trouble  in  the  Fifth  Ward  that  day; 
and  if  so,  what  kind  of  trouble  was  expected? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  very  prevalent 
there  that  day. 

Q.  What  was  its  character? — A.  About  the  first  information  I  received,  after 
amving  at  the  polls  that  morning,  was  that  the  Populists  had  had  a  meeting  the 
ni^ht  before,  and  had  stored  some  arms  near  the  polls,  and  intended  to  kill  a  negro 
to  start  off  with. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  they  were  supposed  to  hope  to  attain  by  killing  a 
negro?— A.  It  was  supposed  that  they  expected  that  would  intimidate  the  others 
and  keep  them  away  from  the  polls. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  effect  that  rumor  had  upon  the  negroes? — A.  Only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  colored  registered  voters  came  up  to  vote;  and  a  great  many 
whites  did  not  come  up  to  vote.  That  intimidation  even  went  so  far  that  one  of 
the  clerks  there  that  day  suggested  that  we  pull  down  the  window  sash  and  take 
out  a  pane  of  glass  and  receive  the  votes  through  that  aperture,  because  of  possible 
dynamite  bombs. 


Q.  Who  were  to  throw  the  bombs? — A.  The  Populists. 


Who  carried  the  election  at  that  precinct? — A.  Mr.  Watson  had  a  majority 
there. 

O.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  there  that  day?— A.  No,  sir.  Every- 
body upon  the  grounds  said  it  was  the  fairest  election  they  ever  saw.  I  remember 
that  the  gentleman  who  came  in  to  see  the  votes  counted,  as  the  representative  of 
the  Populist  party,  made  the  remark  that  it  was  the  fairest  election  he  ever  saw. 

Q.  You  say  he  was  the  Populist  representative?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  he  sent  in  there  by?— A.  Mr.  Silas  G.  Beid,  jr. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Silas  C.  Beid,  jr.?— A.  A  kind  of  leader  among  the  Populists  in 
that  neighborhood. 

Q.  That  man  made  the  remark  that  it  was  the  fairest  election  he  ever  saw? — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  remark  made  by  any  other  leading  Populists? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  some  of  them? — A.  I  don't  recall  their  names  now.  I  did  not  know 
very  many  of  them. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Populist  manager  with  you  at  that  precinct  that  day? — A.  Dr. 
P^rry  was  to  have  been,  but  he  did  not  put  in  an  appearance. 

Q.  Did  you  gentlemen  make  any  effort  to  get  another  manager  to  take  his  place? — 
A  Yes,  sir;  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  a  Populist  there  who  is  a  freeholder. 
We  tried  to  find  a  freeholder  among  the  Populists  who  could  act,  but  could  not. 
Ton  understand  it  is  necessary  to  be  a  freeholder  to  act  as  a  manager,  unless  you 
are  a  magistrate. 

Q.  What  is  the  proportion  of  Populists  in  that  ward  who  are  freeholders?— A. 
I  should  jud^e  it  was  very  small.  The  most  of  them  are  mill  operatives,  and  work 
in  the  factories. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq: 

Q.  You  and  Mr.  Lowry,  the  managers,  were  Democrats? — A.  I  was,  and  I  pre- 
sume Mr.  Lowry  was. 

Q.  While  yon  are  a  graduate  of  law,  you  have  devoted  yourself  mainly  to  your 
duties  as  notary  public  for  the  last  sixteen  years? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Yon  practice  but  little,  1  presume,  in  the  courts? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  saw  no  evidence  of  repeating  or  anything  of  that  kind  there  that 
day? — A.  No,  sir;  I  saw  none. 

Q.  You  state  that  for  the  most  of  the  time  yoa  could  have  superintended  both 
boxes  yourself,  but  at  the  opening  hour  and  at  the  dinner  hour  the  voting  was  very 
rapid? — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  my  box. 

Q.  At  that  time,  then,  your  attention  was  busily  engaged  at  the  white  box?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  could  have  superintended  both  boxes  at  that  time,  if  yoa  had  wanted 
to?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  ^ou  were  engaged  in  taking  in  votes  at  one  box,  you  could  not  see  who 
was  voting  at  the  other  box,  could  you? — A.  Not  during  those  two  hoars,  or  what- 
ever time  it  was. 

Q.  The  majority  of  the  votes  were  cast  at  the  colored  box  during  those  two 
hours,  were  they  not?— A.  No,  sir.  The  most  of  them  were  cast  after  1  o'clock,  I 
think. 

Q.  You  only  had  two  managers  at  that  precinct? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
You  did  not  even  substitute  another  Democrat? — A.  No,  sir. 
Why  not? — A.  The  law  did  not  require  it. 

Almost  all  of  the  negroes  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  did  they  not?— A.  I 
think  Mr.  Black's  vote,  or  majoritv,  was  95  in  the  colored  box. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  rumor  of  the  Populists  storing  arms,  and  coming  there  to 
kill  a  negro,  and  all  that.  That  was  a  mere  rumor  and  nothing  more? — A.  I  could 
not  say.    I  only  heard  it. 

(^.  You  did  not  hear  any  of  the  Populists  say  they  had  arms? — ^A.  No.  sir;  and 
I  did  not  see  a  weapon  on  the  grounds  that  day.  Nearly  every  Popalist  came 
there  that  day  armed  with  a  bludgeon  or  a  hickory  stick. 

Q.  Some  of  the  Democrats  had  sticks? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  noticed  some  few  of  them 
with  walking  canes. 

Q.  No  matter  what  were  their  intentions  beforehand,  the  Populists  made  no 
attempt  to  raise  a  row  that  day? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  All  this  matter  of  arms  and  all,  you  don*t  know  whether  that  started  as  a 
campaign  rumor  or  what  it  was?— A.  Only  what  I  heard. 

Q.  Nothing  turned  out  of  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  vou  state  that  no  complaint  was  made,  don't  you  mean  as  to  the 
count;  was  there  not  some  complaint  during  the  day  that  some  negroes  were  being 
repeated? — A.  I  had  to  swear  some  two  or  three  negroes.  About  11  o'clock  Mr. 
Silas  C.  Reid  came  up  to  the  window  and  made  complaint  about  some  two  or 
three  negroes  and  we  turned  them  down. 

Q.  How  many  were  there? — A.  Some  two  or  three.  They  declined  to  take  the 
oath.  In  some  cases  where  we  would  find  they  could  not  state  exactly  where 
they  lived  and  things  of  that  kind,  we  would  question  them  very  closely,  and  if 
we  discovered  anything  wrong  at  all  we  would  turn  them  down. 

Q.  That  complaint  was  made  outside  of  the  window  that  there  was  repeating 
going  on  in  there? — ^A.  Mr.  Reid  made  it  in  two  or  three  cases. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  others  making  complaint? — A.  I  think  he  was  about  the  only 
one  I  heard;  he  came  up  there  about  11  o'clock  and  began. 

Q.  This  gentleman  who  came  in  the  room  and  spoke  of  things  being  fair--did 
he  not  refer  to  the  counting  of  the  ballots?— A.  He  did  not  say  that.  He  said  the 
election  was  very  fair.  I  did  not  know  what  his  intention  was,  but  I  thought  he 
meant  the  entire  election. 

Were  you  a  manager  in  1894? — A,  No,  sir. 

Where  were  you  in  the  election  of  1894? — A.  I  was  a  clerk  at  the  Second 
Ward. 

Q.  Were  you  a  manager  in  1892? — ^A.  I  really  do  not  remember;  that  is  so  Ions 
ago.  I  don't  recall  whether  I  was  a  manager  or  not  at  that  election;  the  record 
would  show.  I  think  it  is  probable  that  I  was,  because  I  have  been  on  almost  all 
of  them;  but  I  am  not  positive. 

Q.  In  other  elections  what  illegal  acts  did  you  see? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  saw 
any.  I  know  that  in  1894  the  voting  was  very  fast,  and  it  was  all  that  we  could 
do  to  keep  up  with  it. 

Q.  You  had  no  opportunity  to  see  anything  wrong.— A.  No,  sir;  we  were  bnsy 
all  day. 

Q.  You  don't  recall  whether  you  saw  an3rthing  vnrong  in  1892?— A.  No,  sir;  I 
don't  remember. 

Q.  You  would  recall  it  if  you  had  seen  anything  wrong? — A.  If  I  had  been  a 
manager  and  had  seen  anything  wrong,  I  would  have  stopped  it. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  repeatmg  of  votes  at  any  of  the  thvae  dectionfi?— A*  I  saw 
none  in  1892  or  1895. 


5: 
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Q.  If  yon  had  seen  an^  in  1892  that  wonld  have  fastened  it  on  your  memory, 
wonld  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir:  I  think  I  was  a  clerk  at  the  court-house  under  Mr. 
W.  E.  Keener  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  boys  being  paid  or  handed  checks,  or  anything  of  that 
kind?— A.  No,  sir;  we  were  busv,  as  I  say,  in  1894,  and  1  saw  nothing  of  the  kind 

Redirect  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq.: 

rLS  a  manager  at  the  Fifth  Ward,  and  these  attempted  irregularities  at  the 
what  political  party  did  they  belong  to?— A.  We  nad  some  of  both. 
Q.  Both  siue^  attempted  irregularities? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  we  checked  them. 
Q.  Did  Mr.  Silas  C.  Beid  do  anything  of  that  kind?— A.  He  did  not  stay  there 
long. 

(J.  What  is  Mr.  Silas  C.  Reid's  reputation  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives 
as  an  agitator? — A,  He  is  known  as  a  labor  agitator. 

Q.  Was  he  not  a  leader  in  all  the  labor  troubles? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  legislature  on  the  Labor  ticket, 
y.  After  the  Labor  party  died  he  went  into  the  Populist  party?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  He  has  been  crying  *' wolf '*  ever  since? — A.  Ever  since  I  remember  him  in 
this  county  he  has  been  hallooing  "  wolf.'' 

Q.  In  conclusion,  you  state  that  it  is  your  judgment,  after  an  experience  of  six- 
teen years  in  holding  elections,  that  this  election  held  in  the  Fifth  Ward  that  day 
was  one  of  the  fairest  you  ever  saw  in  your  life? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  equally  as 
fair  as  any  I  ever  saw. 

H.  D.  Leon. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public^  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

J.  H.  NEIBLING,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 
Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq.: 

Q.  What  official  position  do  you  hold  in  the  county? — A.  I  am  a  justice  of  the 
peace. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Richmond? — 
A.  Since  January,  1881. 

Q.  How  is  your  office  obtained? — A.  I  am  elected  by  the  people  of  the  six  hun- 
dr«lth  district  Q.  M.,  or  the  Fourth  Ward. 

Then  you  have  been  continuously  elected  since  1881? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Your  term  of  office  is  four  years? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Were  you  elected  with  or  without  opposition? — A.  I  had  opposition  every 
time. 

Q.  Did  you  hold  any  position  in  connection  with  the  election  of  October  2, 1895, 
between  Mr.  Watson  and  Major  Black  for  a  seat  in  Congress? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was 
a  manafi:er  at  the  Fourth  Ward  polls. 

Q.  Who  were  your  comanagers? — A.  Mr.  Julius  Banm  was  appointed. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Populist  manager  there? — A.  Mr.  M.  M.  Connor  was  appointed , 
bat  did  not  serve. 

Q.  Mr.  M.  M.  Connor  was  the  Populist  representative  but  did  not  serve? — A. 
Yes,  sir:  he  did  not  serve. 

Q.  Did  you  know  before  the  opening  of  the  polls  that  morning  that  he  would 
not  serve?— A.  No,  sir;  we  were  delayed  some  two  or  three  minutes  on  that 
account,  and  Mr.  S.  W.  Carter  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Q.  Did  ^ou  make  any  effort  to  replace  him  by  another  member  of  his  party? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Baum  and  myself  both  made  inquiries  about  the  polls  to  ascer- 
tain if  there  was  any  Populist  present  who  was  a  freeholder,  and  we  could  find 
none. 

Q.  Was  it  your- desire  to  have  a  Populist  take  Mr.  M.  M.  Connor's  place,  or  a 
Democrat? — ^A.  I  thought  that  it  was  Judge  Eve's  desire  that  a  Populist  should  be 
appointed  in  his  place.    I  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Carter  was  a  Populist  or  not. 

0.  D(>  you  know  the  reason  Mr.  Connor  failed  to  appear?— A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  election  at  the  Fourth  Ward  on  that  day  as  to 
fairness,  honesty,  or  intimidation? — A.  I  saw  no  intimidation  whatever,  nor  any- 
thing to  hinder  anybody  from  voting  for  whom  he  pleased. 

Q.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  election  as  to  fairness? — A.  According  to  my 
interpretation  it  could  not  have  been  fairer  than  it  was. 

Q.  If  you  had  seen  anything  illegal  being  attempted  what  would  you  have 
done?— A.  I  would  certainly  have  corrected  it. 

(J.  Did  you  see  any  use  of  money  at  the  polls  that  day? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  How  many  boxes  were  there  at  the  Fourth  Ward?*— A.  There  were  three. 

Q.  At  which  box  were  you  located? — A.  I  was  in  the  southeast  comer  of  the 
building? 

Q.  what  box  was  that? — A.  That  was  the  colored  box. 

Q.  Could  you,  from  the  location  in  which  you  were  standing  at  that  colored 
box.  see  the  other  two  boxes? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  could  have  seen  every  man  who 
came  to  the  window  if  I  had  made  it  my  business  to  do  it.  Of  course,  when  I  was 
eni^aged  in  taking  tickets  I  could  not  see  it.  If  there  was  any  challenging  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind,  I  stopped  to  see  what  was  the  matter  and  to  swear  the  man. 

Q.  It  has  been  said  that  at  that  ward  negroes  were  seen  to  change  their  coats 
on  the  sidewalk  with  a  view  to  repeating.  Is  that  possible,  or  practicable,  or  do 
you  believe  it  is  true? — A.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  true.  It  might  have  been  done  on 
the  outside.  Nothing  of  the  kind  was  done  in  front  of  tne  window  where  the 
managers  could  have  seen  it.  There  were  fences  up  on  the  outside,  and  we  could 
not  see  outside  of  those.  There  were  Populists  in  there  at  the  counting  of  the 
ballots. 

Were  there  Populists  also  at  the  windows? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  at  all  of  them. 
Overseeing  the  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Do  you  know  anj'lhing  about  the  rumor  in  that  ward  as  to  the  Populists 
making  trouble  there  that  day? — A.  I  know  Mr.  Baum  said  a  Mr.  King  told  him 
he  had  better  stay  away  from  the  polls,  and  that  the  Populists  were  going  to  take 
charge  of  the  polls  that  day. 

Q.  Is  that  Mr.  King  a  Populist? — A.  Yes.  sir.  I  think  he  lives  up  there  about 
on  the  line  of  Columbia  County. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  rumor  before  the  election? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  saw  guns  being 
carried  into  Mr.  Bassett*s  photograph  gallery,  right  across  the  street  from  my 
office. 

S.  Who  is  Mr.  Bassett?— A.  He  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Populists. 
.  What  is  the  name  of  his  photograph  gallery?— A.  The  "TomWataon  Gal- 
lery." 

Q.  Is  that  opposite  the  polling  place? — A.  Not  directly.  It  is  about  100  yards 
farther  down  town. 

Q.  That  was  to  be  the  headquarters  or  gathering  place  of  the  Populists?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  guns  being  carried  in  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  use  that  those  guns  could  have  been  applied  to  in  a  photograph 
gallery? — A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Was  that  a  military  headquarters? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notify  the  police  authorities  of  the  carrying  of  those  guns  in  there, 
ana  what  use  they  were  going  to  be  put  to,  as  rumored,  and  of  the  rumor  of  send- 
ing a  large  force  of  Populists  to  the  Fourth  Ward  armed  that  day? — A.  I  think  I 
reported  it  to  the  policeman  on  the  beat.  I  told  it  to  another  gentleman  at  the 
time— Mr.  C.  W.  Waters. 


Q.  Is  he  a  Populist?— A.  No,  sir. 


Did  he  see  it? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  he  did.    I  think  the  last  man  went 
in  the  door  just  as  I  spoke  to  him. 

Q.  Was  not  the  rumor  general  that  there  was  to  be  trouble  at  the  Fourth  Ward 
that  day,  and  that  the  Populists  were  to  kill  a  negro  early  in  the  morning  in  order 
to  drive  the  other  negroes  away  from  the  -poUa? — A.  I  heard  it. 

Q.  Was  not  a  large  force  of  police  sent  there? — A.  More  than  I  ever  saw  at  an 
election  before,  and  also  a  large  number  of  deputy  sheriffs. 
Q.  You  are  familiar  with  elections  in  this  county?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  are  those  approaches  placed  in  front  of  the  polls  for? — A.  In  the  inter- 
est of  peace  and  good  order  in  elections. 

|.  Is  there  anything  unusual  in  those  approaches? — A.  No,  sir. 

Have  they  not  been  in  use  for  sixteen  or  eighteen  years? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
j.  Not  simply  built  for  these  Congressional  elections,  but  are  used  in  all  of 
them? — A.  That  is  correct;  except  in  elections  for  school  trustees  and  other  small 
and  minor  elections. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq.: 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Baum  was  a  Democrat;  and  you  are  a  Democrat,  I  presume?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Augusta?— A.  Since  1859,  with  the  exception  of 
four  years  when  I  was  in  the  army. 

Q.  You  don't  know  the  politics  of  Mr.  S.  W.  Carter? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  previous  to  the  election? — A.  I  had  seen  him.  I  don't 
know  who  it  was  that  suggested  his  name  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Judge  Price?— A.  Yes.  sir. 
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Q.  He  is  a  Democrat,  is  he  not?— A.  I  have  always  taken  him  to  be  one.    I  have 
never  heard  otherwise. 
Q.  You  say  there  were  three  boxes  at  the  Fourth  Ward? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  How  were  those  boxes  located  as  with  regard  to  each  other  and  also  as  to  the 
street? — A.  The  precinct  was  in  the  engine  house.    In  the  front  part  of  the  build- 
ing there  is  a  double  door:  at  the  uppeif  end  of  the  room  facing  the  street  also 
there  is  a  window,  and  at  the  lower  end  there  is  another  smaller  door.    There  was 
one  box  at  the  window,  one  at  the  double  door,  and  one  at  the  small  door,  all  facing 
the  street. 
Q.  How  far  apart  were  they?— A.  About  6  or  8  feet. 

Q.  How  many  of  these  boxes  were  used  for  the  reception  of  colored  votes,  and 
how  many  for  white? — A.  I  think  we  sti&rtedwith  one,  and  then  they  voted  so  fast 
we  allowed  them  to  vote  at  the  second  box.  They  were  allowed  to  vote  any- 
where they  wanted  to. 

Who  received  the  ballots  at  the  box  over  which  you  presided? — A.  I  did.  ■ 
You  received  them,  numbered  them,  and  deposited  them? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
The  other  managers  did  the  same  at  the  other  boxes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  At  times  there  was  rapid  voting  at  all  of  the  boxes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  While  you  were  standing  at  your  box,  and  the  voters  were  voting  rapidly, 
yoa  could  not  see  what  was  goinst  on  at  the  other  boxes,  could  you?— A.  No.  sir; 
only  when  a  voter  was  challenged,  and  then  I  would  swear  him. 

Q.  When  a  disputed  point  arose  you  stopped,  but  otherwise  you  were  not  seeing 
the  other  managers? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  You  could  not,  could  you? — A.  The  voting  was  pretty  brisk 
Q.  Yon  stated  that  while  you  did  not  see  the  negroes  changins^  their  coats,  that 
the^  barricades  prevented  vour  seeing  the  street  just  there,  and  you  don't  know 
what  took  place  outside  of  them? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  say  Mr.  Baum  told  you  something  that  Mr.  Kins  said? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  he  lives  in  Columbia  County? — A.  Either  in  Columbia  or  in  the  upper 
part  of  Richmond. 

Q.  WTien  did  you  see  these  guns  carried  into  Bassett's? — A.  Two  Sandays  before 
the  election;  about  ten  days  before  the  election. 

Q.  How  many  guns  did  you  see  go  in  there?— A.  I  saw  three,  and  three  different 
gentlemen  had  them. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  what  was  the  purpose  of  that?  You  thought  there  was 
something  suspicious  about  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Those  were  shotguns,  were  they?— A.  One  was  a  rifle. 
What  size?— A.  About  a  .45  or  .50  caliber. 
Was  it  unbreached? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  regular  military  gun. 
Was  it  a  **  Winchester  "or  a  **  Marlin  "  rifle?— A.  It  looked  like  a  regular 
militiury  rifle. 
Q.  How  far  were  you  from  there? — A.  About  150  yards. 

Q.  Did  those  men  carry  those  guns  in  their  hands? — A.  The  last  one  that  went 
in  was  in  a  leather  case,  with  a  handle  to  it. 

Q.  Who  were  those  gentlemen?— A.  I  did  not  know  them.  I  took  one  of  them 
to  oe  a  man  named  Harrison. 

Q.  Where  did  they  come  from? — A.  They  came  from  different  directions.    One 
<^e  from  the  northern  comer  of  Broad  street,  one  came  from  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, and  one  came  from  down  the  street.    They  each  stopped  just  as  they  got  to 
the  door  and  made  their  tax>s  just  as  if  they  were  going  in  a  Masonic  lodge. 
Do  you  know  how  many  taps  they  made? — A.  No,  sir. 
Did  they  all  go  in  at  once? — A.  No.  sir. 
How  long  did  they  stay  in  there? — A.  I  did  not  wait  to  see. 
You  don't  know  what  was  their  purpose  in  carrying  the  guns  there? — A. 
Ko'sir. 

You  never  saw  them  used  on  the  day  of  the  election? — A.  No,  sir. 
You  notified  the  policeman  of  this  fact? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
,  As  a  matter  of  fact,  is  it  not  to  a  certain  extent  the  custom  for  some  young 
men  around  town  to  slip  out  and  do  a  little  gunning  on  Sundays? — ^A.  I  have 
blown  things  of  that  kind. 


Q.  Is  it  not  quite  a  frequent  occurrence? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


,  If  men  were  making  an  arsenal,  so  to  speak,  or  were  collecting  guns  to  make 
a  raid  on  the  polls,  would  it  not  have  been  likely  that  they  would  have  done  so  at 
night? — A.  I  should  think  so. 

Q.  You  have  seen  boys  slipping  out  and  going  gunning  on  Sundays? — A.  Yes, 
sir:  and  have  done  it  myself. 

Q.  Being  seen  carrying  a  gun  on  Sunday,  and  seen  going  into  a  place  with  it, 
▼on  would  not  want  to  be  charged  with  trying  to  take  the  polls  with  it?— A. 
m,  sir. 
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Q.  Where  does  Mr.  Waters  work  at? — A.  He  is  on  the  comer  of  Walker  and 
Kollock  streets. 

|.  Where  were  yon  in  the  election  of  1894?— A.  At  the  Fonrth  Ward. 
{.  Were  yon  a  manager?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

J.  Where  did  yon  act  as  manager  in  the  election  of  1892?— A.  At  the  same 
precinct. 

^  Q.  Did  yon  see  any  repeating  of  votes  in  the  elections  of  1892  and  1894? — ^A.  No. 
sir;  I  certainly  wonld  not  have  aUowed  it  if  I  had  seen  it. 
Q.  Did  yon  see  any  bribery  or  intimidation? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  had  the  same  opportunities  for  seeing  it  in  1892  and  1894  and  189.5?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

John  H.  Neiblixo, 
J.  P, ,  Six  hundredth  District,  O.  3/. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow. 
Notary  Public,  Richmorui  County,  Ga. 

S.  E.  KELLY,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Where  do  you  reside? — A.  At  Applmg,  Columbia  County,  Ga. 
How  long  have  you  resided  there? — A.  Since  1870. 

Are  you  a  native  of  Columbia  County? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  bom  in  Richmond 
County. 
Q.  You  have  lived  in  Columbia  County  since  1870? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  registrars  appointed  by  Judge  E.  H.  Callaway  for  the 
County  of  Columbia?— A.  Yes,  sir. 


Q.  Did  you  serve? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Who  were  your  associates? — A.  Mr.  (Jeorge  W.  Gray  represented  the  Popu- 
lists, and  Mr.  John  Q.  Spires  represented  the  Democratic  party  for  a  portion  of 
the  time.  He  was  taken  sick;  and  I  asked  Judge  Callaway  to  appoint  Mr.  Moore 
in  his  place. 

Q.  Was  Judge  Callaway  at  Appling? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  holding  court  at 
Appling  at  that  time. 

Q.  Something  was  said  in  the  notice  of  contest  to  this  effect:  That  one  Mr.  Merry 
served  one-half  day  in  place  of  Mr.  Spires,  and  that  during  that  time  some  50 
Populists  were  stricken  from  the  voters'  list.  What  is  the  truth  of  that? — A.  Mr. 
Merry  acted  simply  as  a  clerk  there  for  about  a  half  day — from  about  1  o'clock 
until  court  adjourned. 

Q.  What  services  were  performed  by  Mr.  Merry  and  by  the  registrar  during 
that  time? — A.  I  was  satisfied  that  it  would  not  be  legal  for  Mr.  Merry  to  serve 
without  having  been  appointed  by  Judge  Callaway*  and  for  that  reason  we  did 
not  pass  on  a  single  name  while  he  was  there.  We  simply  went  through  the  books 
to  find  who  were  defaulters,  etc.  As  soon  as  court  adiourned  I  went  to  Judge 
Callaway,  and  asked  him  to  give  us  another  registrar;  tnat  we  were  there  killing 
time.  And  he  appointed  Mr.  D.  C.  Moore. 

Q.  Were  there  anv  names  passed  upon,  one  way  or  another,  while  Mr.  Merry 
acted  in  that  clerical  position? — A.  Not  one. 

O.  Were  all  the  names  that  you  investigated  while  he  was  with  you  passed  on 
and  investigated  subsequently  when  Mr.  Moore  was  one  of  your  members?— A. 
Yes,  sir;  the  next  day.  All  those  we  found  as  defaulters  and  not  entitled  to  reg- 
istration we  simply  rested  ui)on  them  until  the  next  day.  and  then  passed  upon 
them.  That  charge  was  brought  against  us  by  Mr.  CoUey  Hill — that  we  were 
acting  without  the  other  registrar,  and  I  corrected  it  at  the  time. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  in  a  general  way,  what  was  the  character  of  your  investigation 
with  reference  to  fairness  and  giving  the  Populists  and  their  friends  every  cnanc-e 
to  be  heard  and  to  be  fairly  dealt  with  in  your  investigations?— A.  I  did  what  I 
thought  to  be  my  duty  and  what  I  regarded  to  be  my  duty  under  the  law.  We 
had  this  registration  act  before  us,  and  was  referred  to  at  any  time  any  claims 
were  put  in  that  we  were  not  treating  them  right;  and  we  abided  strictly  by  the  act. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  you  investigated  all  the  names  carefully  as  far 
as  you  were  permitted  to  do  so,  and  whether  or  not  you  and  your  colleagues,  and 
especially  your  Democratic  colleague,  acted  with  impartiality? — A.  Yes,  sir:  I 
did,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  others  did. 

Q.  Was  there  any  disturbance  or  interference  or  intimidation  on  the  part  of  the 
Populists  there  which  was  calculated  to  and  did  impede  and  obstruct  your  pro- 
ceedings?— A.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  that  sort  of  thing  done  in  this 
way:  There  was  a  crowd  that  came  over  there  from  the  piney  woods  district.    We 
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never  had  any  trouble  with  anybody  except  from  this  piney  woods  or  Harlem 
district.  About  30  of  that  piney  woods  crowd  was  there  every  day.  They  were 
io  our  office,  on  onr  tables,  would  take  the  books  and  carry  them  off  to  other 
tables,  and  we  would  have  to  beg  and  plead  for  sometimes  half  an  hour  to  jfet  the 
books  back.  Mr.  W.  W.  Ramsey  said  it ''  was  a  damned  big  steal."  I  really  felt, 
tnd  the  last  week  particularly,  that  there  was  danger  of  having  a  promlBcuous 
row  there. 

Q.  What  was  their  manner  toward  the  tribunal  of  which  you  were  the  chair- 
man?— A.  They  were  rough  and  insulting,  that  piney  woods  crowd,  I  mean. 

Q.  Were  they  Populists  or  Democrats? — A.  Populists.  They  wotdd  accumulate 
in  numbers  there  every  day  of  from  tive  to  twenty-five  or  thirty.  Not  every  day. 
For  the  first  week  we  got  along  pretty  smoothly.  But  for  the  last  six  or  eight 
days  that  crowd  was  there  everyday;  and  the  last  two  nights  we  worked  all  nighty 
and  they  were  there  nearly  all  ni^t. 

Q.  What  would  they  say? — A.  They  would  say  that  certain  men  were  entitled 
to  rote,  when  we  had  the  plainest  kind  of  evidence  that  they  were  defaulters. 

Q.  You  say  it  was  not  so  bad  for  the  first  week?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  were  there  not  interruptions  during  the  first  week,  while 
court  was  in  session? — A.  We  were  at  work  some  days  before  the  sitting  of  the 
ctmrt.  The  trouble  commenced  with  the  time  court  met.  That  is  when  that 
turbulent  crowd  came  there. 

Q.  You  say  some  of  them  said  it  wa«  ' '  a  damned  big  steal  and  a  damned  fraud  '*? — 
A.  Mr.  Ramsey  was  the  only  one  that  I  remember  distinctly  making  that  accusa- 
tion.   I  remember  they  were  cursing. 

Q.  How  was  your  board  treated  with  reference  to  respect? — A.  We  were  not 
treated  with  any  respect  as  a  court,  as  a  board  of  registrars,  or  anything  of  that 
Eort.  If  anybody  had  come  in  they  would  have  thought  there  was  a  mob  in  there 
trying  to  have  a  row. 

Q.  Was  any  deference  paid  to  the  board  of  registrars? — A.  Not  after  that  crowd 
came  there. 

Q.  Who  did  the  most  of  the  talking? — A.  That  Harlem  district  crowd.  There 
were  times  when  I  could  not  hear  what  was  said  by  Mr.  Gray  from  the  opposite 
side  of  the  table.  They  would  get  up  on  top  of  the  tables.  I  have  seen  three  or 
four  of  them  at  a  time  up  on  the  table  on  their  knees  palling  the  books  about. 
They  actually  pulled  the  oacks  off  of  some  of  those  books. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  that  for? — A.  One  man  would  have  the  book  and  another 
would  want  it,  and  they  would  pull  the  books  around. 

Q.  Did  the  registrars  have  control  and  mastery  of  those  books,  or  would  the 
crowd  have  it? — A.  The  crowd  would  have  it.  Sometimes  I  know  I  would  be 
delayed  half  an  hour  for  a  book  that  I  would  want.  They  would  not  let  us  have 
them  until  they  got  through  with  them.  They  wotdd  say  that  a  man  whom  we 
had  down  as  a  defaulter  was  not  a  defaulter,  and  that  they  were  using  the  booka 
to  see  if  he  was  a  def aidter. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  that  conduct  on  their  part?--A.  My  impression  is 
that  it  was  to  delay  matters  and  to  keep  us  from  gettmg  through  with  the  work. 
I  told  Mr.  Branch  repeatedly  that  if  he  did  not  let  us  alone  we  would  never  get 
through. 

0.  What  was  the  matter  with  him? — A.  He  was  there  wanting  to  make  speeches, 
and  he  would  not  stop. 

Q.  Was  he  present  oef ore  your  board? — A.  No,  sir.  He  talked  several  times  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  at  a  time,  and  we  could  not  do  anything  while  he  was 
talking.  He  was  disputing  and  quarreling  because  we  would  not  allow  certain 
names  to  remain  on  the  list. 

Q.  Is  the  character  of  the  conduct  that  you  have  described  heretofore  about  a 
sample  of  what  was  carried  on  during  the  latter  part  of  your  investigation? — A. 
Yes.  sir:  for  the  last  six  or  eight  days  it  was.  It  was  from  day  to  day  that  that 
crowdgathered  there. 

Q.  Was  not  that  the  most  important  part  of  your  investigations? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
A  great  many  of  those  whom  we  bad  passed  on  would  come  back  and  want  another 
bearing.  They  would  want  to  prove  by  themselves  and  others  that  they  were  out 
of  the  county  for  some  year  for  which  they  appeared  to  be  tax  defaulters.  We 
were  called  on  frequently,  time  after  time,  to  hear  from  the  same  parties.  We 
liad  all  the  evidence  that  we  considered  necessary  to  reject  him,  and  we  insisted 
that  we  did  not  have  to  give  him  another  hearing.  Then  they  would  wrangle  and 
corse. 

Q.  What  would  have  been  the  consequence  of  your  reopening  those  cases? — A. 
We  would  not  have  finished  but  two  or  three  districts  of  the  county. 

Q.  Did  you  get  through  all  of  them? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  What  districts  did  vou  fail  to  reach?— A.  In  district  No.  8  the  entire  list  of 
names  on  the  voters'  booK  was  placed  on  the  voters'  list,  on  account  of  oar  not 
having  time  to  give  them  legal  notice.  They  were  summoned  ten  or  twelve  hours 
ahead.  We  began  to  serve  them  the  last  day,  and  consequently  a  great  many 
of  them  did  not  have  but  three  or  four  hours*  notice  before  appearing  betore  us. 
Mr.  Ed.  Gray  sewed  those  papers,  and  came  back  and  stated  to  us  that  he  did  not 
have  time  to  serve  them  in  the  time  the  law  required,  and  for  that  reason  a  great 
many  could  not  be  served. 

Q.  Did  you  throw  off  any  of  those? — A.  No,  sir:  not  one.  There  were  some  of 
the  parties  that  appeared  there — a  few  of  them.  We  considered  that  where  they 
api)eared  that  that  was  all  right  and  an  acknowledgment  that  they  had  received 
proper  notice.  Where  they  appeared  and  we  were  satisfied  they  were  defaulters, 
we  rejected  them.  But  when  tney  claimed  they  had  not  legal  notice,  we  left  them 
on  the  list. 

Q.  In  the  notice  of  contest  it  is  stated  that  **  the  election  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day, October  2, 1895.  and  notices  issued  on  said  registration  acton  Tuesday,  Octo- 
ber 1,  less  than  one  full  day's  notice  given,  and  upon  this  notice  voters  were  held 
disqualified  and  stricken  from  the  registration  list  in  violation  of  said  act.  Twenty- 
five  Populist  voters  who  would  have  voted  for  me  were  in  this  manner  stricken 
from  the  registration  list."  Is  that  true? — A.  No.  sir:  we  did  not  strike  anybody 
from  the  registration  list  that  claimed  they  did  not  have  fuU  legal  notice  and 
where  it  was  borne  out  by  evidence. 

Q.  Were  the  oflRcers  Populists  or  Democrats?— A.  The  sheriff  and  tiie  deputy 
sheriff  were  Populists. 

Q.  And  those  parties  were  not  struck  if  they  did  not  have  full  notice? — A.  No, 
sir;  except  where  they  appeared.  We  turned  over  all  the  papers  except  for  the 
last  ten  days  to  the  sheriff,  and  he  appointed  his  own  men. 

Q.  Are  not  all  the  officers  in  that  county  Populists?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so.  I 
know  every  man  that  handled  any  of  those  papers  was. 

Q.  Something  is  said  to  this  effect:  That  you  adopted  a  rule  of  nrocedure  &at 
"  should  the  nnme  of  a  voter  appear  on  the  tax  books  of  a  county  for  1877  or  any 
year  subseouent  thereto,  but  did  not  appear  for  intervening  years,  they  put  upon 
the  voter  tne  burden  of  establishing  that  he  had  paid  all  taxes  during  the  years 
his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  books  for,  although  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the 
defaulters'  list,  and  although  no  execution  was  outstanding  against  him,  and  in 
removing  this  burden  they  laid  down  the  rule  that  the  oath  of  a  voter,  if  he  was 
a  colored  man,  was  insufficient.  They  required  the  testimony  of  a  white  man  or 
tax  receipts  to  establish  the  right  of  a  voter  to  register."  Is  tbat  correct? — ^A.  No. 
sir;  we  did  not  make  any  distinction  as  to  that. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  in  the  fact  that  you  put  the  burden  of  proof  upon  them  in 
establishing  that  they  had  paid  all  taxes? — A.  Only  in  certain  cases.  We  woold 
find  by  the  tax  digest  they  had  made  no  returns,  and  we  knew  them  to  have  been 
citizens  of  the  county  for  those  years  during  which  they  had  made  no  returns. 
They  had  no  receipts  and  could  make  no  showing  whatever  that  they  had  paid 
any  taxes.    In  those  cases  we  called  upon  them  for  that  proof. 

Q.  Did  you  not  even  go  this  far  toward  opening  the  door,  that  if  they  came  up 
ana  themselves  swore  that  they  had  paid  their  taxes,  if  you  knew  them  to  be  at  all 
reliable,  you  accepted  that? — A.  Yes,  sir:  we  did  that  in  a  number  of  cases.  Of 
course,  I  don't  say  we  did  it  in  every  case.  With  some  of  the  parties  I  knew  their 
word  was  not  worthy  of  belief,  and  in  such  cases  as  that  we  demanded  evidence. 
But  where  we  considered  a  man  at  all  reliable,  or  he  had  reliable  friends  who 
stated  thev  knew  him  to  be  reliable,  we  took  that  evidence. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  even  in  some  cases  you  did  not  take  the  statement  of  respect- 
able colored  Populists  that  they  had  paid  their  taxes?— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Then,  is  there  any  truth  whatever  in  that  statement  which  I  have  just  cited?— 
A.  lio,  sir;  that  is  false.  We  made  no  distinction  between  white  and  black. 
There  were  some  whites  there  that  I  regarded  as  being  as  unworthy  of  belief  as 
any  of  the  negroes. 

Q.  AlS  I  understand  it,  in  some  cases  your  procedure  was  this:  If  you  found  on 
the  tax  digest  a  name  not  on  the  tax  books,  and  if  you  all  knew  of  your  own 
knowledge  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  county  for  those  years,  that  jrou  woold 
then  ask  him  for  his  tax  receipts  or  to  make  some  other  showing,  and  if  he  wu 
unable  to  furnish  the  tax  receipts  and  was  at  all  reliable  you  would  even  take  his 
statement  to  the  effect  that  he  nad  paid  his  taxes? — A.  We  did. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  found,  for  instance,  that  a  party  had  no  property  at  all. 
what  effect  would  that  have  on  your  ruling? — A.  Where  we  found  a  man  had 
owned  property  previous  to  the  year  he  was  disqualified  for,  we  allowed  him  to 
stand  and  took  it  for  granted  that  the  officers  had  collected  the  taxes  for  those 
years. 
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Q.  Yon  gave  every  possible  benefit  of  the  doubt  to  the  voter?— A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
did  what  I  thought  was  my  duty. 

Q.  Bnt  for  the  fact  of  this  interruption  and  this  confusion  and  demoralization, 
occasioned  by  this  mob  that  you  speak  of,  what  would  have  been  the  result  as  to 
Tonr  ability  to  further  investigate  and  eliminate  others  that  were  not  eliminated 
from  the  list,  and  how  many? — A.  There  were  a  great  many  in  other  districts 
bcades  No,  8  that  we  would  have  investigated  more  fully.  We  did  not  go  through 
the  books  carefully  at  all;  we  would  skip  three  or  four  years.  If  we  found  tnat 
in  1877  a  party  had  paid  his  taxes  all  ri^ht  we  would  then  skip  three  or  four  years 
and  look  at  his  name  again.  We  started  out  to  take  every  year,  and  then  we  saw 
that  we  would  get  through  practically  none  of  them  if  we  stuck  to  that  method. 
We  would  skip  these  other  years  in  order  to  give  all  of  them  some  sort  of  investi- 
gation. « 

Q.  Without  this  confusion  and  interruption  you  think  you  would  have  been 
able  to  have  made  that  more  thorough? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  we  could  have 
investigated  all  of  them. 

Q.  How  many  more  could  you  have  examined  but  for  this  interruption? — A.  I 
made  a  cursory  examination  of  No.  8,  and  we  would  have  struck  on  60  or  75  in 
that  district  alone.    Nearly  all  of  them  were  negroes. 

Q.  They  were  nearly  all  shown  to  be  defaulters  on  the  books? — A.  Yes,  sir.  A 
few  of  them  were  all  right,  but  a  very  few. 

Q.  In  whose  custody  were  those  books  before  the  registrars*  began  work,  and 
dnring  and  afterwards?— A.  Since  1892  they  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Popu- 
lists. 

Q.  Where  the  defaulters'  list  showed  a  man  to  be  a  defaulter,  give  an  explana- 
tion of  what  evidence  you  would  allow  to  overcome  that. — A.  The  defaulters'  list 
that  was  furnished  to  us  was  very  imperfect.  We  took  it  for  granted  that  the  list 
would  be  a  perfect  list,  that  the  officers  had  gone  through  it  and  had  done  their 
dnty.  But  when  we  began  our  work  we  round,  say,  John  Jones  was  a  de- 
faulter on  the  list.  The  tax  collector  would  bring  up  his  blank  book— he  had  no 
re^lar  receipt  book  at  all,  but  simply  a  blank  book— and  would  show  by  a  very 
simple  little  ''v"x)encil  check  that  John  Jones  had  paid  his  taxes,  although  he 
stands  at  this  time  on  the  defaulters'  list  as  a  defaulter. 

Q.  Notwithstanding  he  failed  or  refused  to  turn  in  any  stubs  or  receipts?— A. 
No,  sir;  we  never  saw  a  stub. 

Q.  And  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  voter  did  not  have  a  receipt — A. 
Wherever  the  tax  collector  would  state  that  the  voter  had  paid  his  taxes  we  would 
allow  him. 

Q.  You  say  the  tax  collector  would  show  you  a  pencil  check  in  a  small  blank 
book? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  a  check  at  the  end  of  the  man's  name  in  the  book.  That 
was  what  aroused  my  suspicion  that  the  defaulters'  list  was  not  perfect.  We  did 
not  abide  by  that  list,  but  would  go  into  the  tax  books  themselves  to  see  if  a  man 
had  a  clean  record. 

Q.  It  was  a  part  of  your  oath  to  examine  the  tax  books? — A.  Yes.  sir;  and  I  con- 
sidered that  we  had  a  perfect  right  to  go  into  all  the  tax  books  and  everything  else. 
Q.  I  will  ask  you,  ])ending  the  investigation  of  those  suspected  colored  Populists 
who  were  accompanied  by  white  Populists,  when  the  evidence  was  conclusive 
that  they  were  defaulters  for  one,  two.  three,  or  more  years,  what  in  a  lar^e  num- 
ber of  cases  would  he  done  with  the  voter  at  that  stage  of  the  investigation? — A. 
1  have  seen  them  time  after  time  while  we  were  investigating  them  take  them  off 
to  a  comer  of  the  room  and  talk  with  them  awhile,  and  then  they  would  bring 
them  back  and  the  negroes  would  swear  that  they  were  out  of  the  county  for  those 
years. 

Q.  Then,  as  a  result  of  that,  you  would  have  to  allow  them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we 
vonld  register  them.  I  remember  one  case  where  Mr.  Benton  came  up  and  swore 
that  he  knew  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Sim  Brown,  and  that  he  had  not  lived  in  the 
connt}'  of  Richmond  at  the  time  he  appeared  as  being  a  defaulter.  Two  or  three 
Begroes  said  Brown  had  lived  in  Richmond  County  for  that  time,  and  I  got  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  tax  collector  of  Richmond  County  that  they  were  defaulters  in 
that  county. 

Q.  Nowithstanding  yon  had  the  certificate  of  the  tax  collector  of  Richmond 
County  and  the  statement  of  other  negroes  that  he  had  lived  out  of  the  county, 
you  allowed  him? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  Mr.  George  W.  Gray  would,  and  I  know 
Captain  Benton  would  bear  me  out  in  my  statement. 

Q.  Where  thejr  would  come  up  with  certain  receipts,  was  there  anything  wrong 
in  connection  with  those  receipts?— A.  Yes,  sir.    In  a  great  many  cases  they  were 
made  out  in  pencil  instead  of  ink. 
Q.  And  were  there  not  cases  where  parties  after  appearing  and  using  the  receipts 
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they  would  be  taken  out  by  others  and  names  or  dates  nibbed  out  and  other  dates 
or  names  substituted,  and  attempts  made  of  that  kind  to  pass  those  receipts?— A. 
Not  exactly  in  that  shape;  not  where  they  appeared  before  us.  But  on  quite  a 
number  of  occasions  my  suspicions  were  aroused  that  receipts  had  baen  tampered 
with,  because  certain  parts  of  the  writing  were  very  plain  and  other  parts  were 
faded.  On  two  occasions  I  rejected  those  receipts  because  there  was  not  room  for 
doubt  but  what  the  receipts  had  been  changed.  One  was  the  case  of  a  n^i'o  named 
Jerry  Dougherty,  whom  Mr.  George  Olive  brought  there  to  register.  The  receipt 
had  been  changed  from  the  year  1883  to  1880,  or  from  1892  to  1890.  The  figure  -  2" 
had  been  erased  and  the  **  0 ''  put  in  its  place. 

Q.  Were  the  changes  confined  to  figures  alone? — A.  It  was  in  that  case.  Mr. 
GoDey  Hill  came  there  with  a  negro  whose  receipt  had  been  changed  in  the  name. 
Mr.  Hill  was  the  one  who  handed  me  the  receipt.  I  called  his  attention  to  the 
change,  and  he  did  not  dispute  it.  It  was  passed  around  from  one  to  another  of 
the  Populists,  and  there  was  no  complaint  or  dispute  made.  There  was  another 
receipt  that  aroused  my  suspicion.  It  was  a  receipt  handed  in  by  a  negro  for  1^1. 
Instead  of  having  the  figures  **  1891 "  it  had  the  figures  *•  189  *'  and  the  word  "  one  " 
written  out,  making  1891.  We  accepted  that,  and  registered  the  man  on  the  tax 
collector's  statement  that  he  had  given  that  receipt.  I  asked  him  if  that  was  his 
usual  way  of  writing  receipts,  and  he  said  it  was  not. 

Q.  You  registered  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  openly  avowed  or  said  about  observing  or  not  observing  the  regis- 
tration law  by  the  Populists? — A.  Mr.  W.  W.  Ramsey  told  several  negroes  whose 
names  we  had  refused  to  leave  on  the  list  to  come  to  the  polls  and  he  would  see 
that  thev  voted. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  W.  W.  Ramsey? — A.  He  is  a  citizen  of  Columbia  County,  and  I 
consider  him  one  of  the  leading  Populists  up  there.  He  has  had  as  much  or  more 
to  say  than  any  man  that  I  know  of  in  it.  He  openly  declared  to  the  negroes  that 
if  their  names  were  not  allowed  to  remain  on  the  list  to  come  to  the  polls  and  they 
could  vote  anyhow.  One  afternoon  as  he  was  leaving  the  house  he  turned  around 
and  said,  "  Boys,  every  damned  one  of  you  come  out  to  the  polls  election  day,  and 
we  will  see  that  you  vote."    He  and  Hardin  Ramsey  told  them  that  several  times. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  a  number  of  negroes  were  allowed  to  vote  that  were  not 
on  the  list?— A.  Yes,  sir;  in  Appling  district  there  were  three  who  voted  whose 
names  were  not  on  the  list  at  all.  One  was  Mr.  E.  E.  Landsell,  a  white  man,  and 
another  was  Moses  Lowe,  colored.    I  dont  remember  the  name  of  the  third  man. 

Q.  Did  they  vote  for  Mr.  Watson? — A.  Yes,  sir:  I  saw  them  vote. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  it  to  be  true  that  in  Luke's  district  thev  ignored  the  list  alto- 
gether?— ^A.  I  was  only  told  so  by  Mr.  James  Freeman,  a  white  Democrat  of  that 
county.  The  night  we  finished  our  work  I  made  a  copy  of  the  voters'  list  and  sent 
one  copy  to  some  good  Democrat  in  each  distri  t  to  keep  a  check  and  see  who 
voted  and  who  did  not,  in  order  to  be  able  to  testify  afterwards  as  to  those  who 
voted.  Mr.  James  Freeman  returned  that  list  to  me  about  2  o'clock,  and  said  it 
was  no  use  for  him  to  keep  it  or  try  to  keep  any  check,  as  the  managers  were  not 
using  the  list  at  all. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  what  Mr.  Freeman  said  as  being  hearsay  and 
irrelevant,  Mr.  Freeman  himself  being  the  best  evidence. ) 

Q.  What  Freeman  was  that?— A.  Mr.  James  M.  Freeman. 

O.  He  was  the  one  you  sent  this  list  to  to  keep  that  check  and  see  whether  any- 
body voted  whose  name  was  not  on  that  list?—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

You  were  bom  in  Richmond  County? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
And  lived  here  until  1870?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

What  was  your  business  here? — A.  I  was  a  child,  and  lived  with  my  grand- 
mother. 
Q.  What  is  your  business  in  Columbia  County? — A.  I  am  merchandising  up  there. 
Q.  What  kind? — A.  A  mixed  stock — dry  goods,  notions,  and  shoes.    I  ran  a  bar 
in  connection  with  that  for  a  number  of  years. 

Q.  Until  the  prohibition  law  was  passed? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  run  a  bar  all 
that  time,  but  did  for  four  or  five  years. 

You  were  about  the  time  the  prohibition  election  came  on? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
And  that  caused  you  to  close? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
^  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  Mr.  Merrv,  if  not  acting  as  a  regular  registrar — that  there 
were  some  names  passed  on  while  Mr.  Spires  was  sick? — A.  No,  sir;  we  simply 
went  through  the  tax  digest  and  locked  for  those  names  that  were  not  there.  For 
instance,  we  would  take  the  registration  in  rotation,  and  as  we  came  to  a  name  we 
would  go  through  the  digest  to  see  if  he  appeared  on  the  list  of  defaulters.    We 
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at-ted  on  no  names  at  all  while  Mr.  Merrv  was  serviDg  as  a  clerk,  because  we  knew 
that  was  illegal.  I  applied  to  Judge  Callaway  two  or  three  times  to  get  a  hearing 
and  ask  him  to  appoint  another  registrar. 

Q.  You  stated  that  daring  the  first  week  of  your  investigations  you  had  no  iter- 
feivnce? — A.  No,  sir:  we  got  along  smooth  and  nice  the  first  few  days. 

Q.  Yon  passed  on  quite  a  number  of  districts,  did  you  not,  during  that  time? 
Yon  first  took  a  district  and  went  through  and  got  the  suspects? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we 
tc-nk  No.  1  first. 

Q.  Then  you  would  act  on  those?--A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  wait  to  go  through  another  district  to  put  on  the  suspects  before 
yon  would  act  on  the  first  you  had  put  on  the  list? — A.  This  investigation  was 
lil^t^n  all  the  time  until  the  last  night,  and  on  that  night  we  ruled  it  could  not  be 
«r^#ned  to  any  other  evidence.  Up  to  that  time  it  was  open  for  hearing  from  any 
of  the  districts  that  we  had  acted  on.  We  did  get  through  with  district  No.  1 
and  No.  2  and  were  on  No.  3  when  court  opened  on  Monday. 

Q.  When  yon  were  in  his  district,  Mr.  Richard  £.  Ramsey  was  there,  sort  of 
representing  that  district,  was  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  with  him? — A.  No,  sir;  I  wished  they  were  all 
like  him. 

Who  is  he? — A.  He  is  a  farmer  and  a  Populist. 

j.  What  is  his  character? — A.  He  is  a  good  citizen,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  know 
nothing  wrong  about  him. 

Q.  Vou  say  you  had  very  little  trouble  until  j'ou  got  into  'the  Harlem  or  piney 
woods  district? — A.  We  had  no  trouble  until  we  got  to  that  crowd. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  if  there  is  any  feeling  between  you  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Ramsey? — 
A.  We  have  not  been  friends  for  several  years.  We  are  not  on  speaking  terms. 
Bot  he  did  address  himself  to  me  as  one  of  the  registrars  several  times. 

Q.  Your  feelings  are  not  the  best  toward  Mr.  Ramsey? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  feeling  between  you  and  Hardin  Ramsey? — A.  No,  sir. 

(J.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  with  him?— A.  Only  on  the  last  night,  when  Mr, 
Sturgis,  a  Democrat,  came  down  to  register  a  negro  whom  he  had  overlooked. 
That  was  the  night  before  the  election. 

Q.  EUid  not  the  registrars  announced  that  thev  would  put  on  no  more  names  after 
that  time? — A.  That  was  Mr.  Tite  Gray  and  Mr.  Moore's  ruling.  When  it  was 
proposed  to  reopen  the  list  for  Mr.  Sturgis  they  objected. 

Q.  You  had  announced  that  you  had  closed?— A.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  somewhere 
between  9  and  10  o'clock  at  night. 

Q.  You  were  pushed  then  for  time  to  make  out  your  voters'  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
We  had  to  work  pretty  faithfully  to  get  through  with  it. 

y.  You  sav  Mr.  W.  W.  Ramsey  said  something  about  it  being  a  **  damned  big 
?teal."  So  far  as  the  swearing  of  Mr.  Hardin  Ramsey  is  concerned,  he  swears 
pretty  frequently,  don't  he?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

•^.  You  swear  some  yourself,  don't  you? — A.  Only  on  one  occasion  there,  when 
I  had  a  little  dispute  with  Mr.  Branch.  He  wanted  us  to  hear  from  him  in  refer- 
ence to  some  matter  that  had  been  already  heard  and  settled. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  to  him,  **  I  don't  want  to  hear  a  damned  word  from  j'^ou  "? — 
A.  No,  sir.  But  I  did  use  an  oath  in  my  reply  to  him,  and  told  him  we  did  not 
want  to  hear  any  sx>eeches  from  him.    I  spoke  roughly  to  him. 

Q.  His  manner  toward  the  board  was  not  such  as  to  call  for  that,  was  it? — 
A.  Yes.  sir.  He  was  insulting.  He  would  say,  "  You  have  no  right  to  do  that" 
and  "You  are  not  doing  your  duty  as  registrars." 

Q.  He  did  not  swear  any,  did  he?— A.  No,  sir. 

0.  That  is  when  you  swore  back  at  him? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  promptly  apolog^ed 
to  him  for  it. 

Q.  When  you  got  down  to  cursing,  Mr.  William  Sturg^  could  hold  his  hand  in 
that?— A.  I  don't  recollect  his  swearing  there.  He  simply  came  in  and  said  that 
he  had  overlooked  one  of  his  voters.    Clarv  Ramsey  was  another  who  was  violent. 

(J.  You  and  CoUey  Hill  are  good  friends?— A.  Yes,  sir;  we  have  always  been 
friendly. 

Q.  What  Colley  would  say  you  took  no  offense  at?— A.  No,  sir;  he  would  say 
nothing  to  me. 

Q.  ^w  many  men  did  you  strike  off  of  that  list? — A.  I  could  not  state  i>06itively. 
There  were  some  270,  as  well  as  I  remember. 

Q.  And  of  the  colored  voters,  how  many  did  you  strike?— A.  I  don't  recall. 
There  were  1,487  whites  and  colored  registered,  and  I  think  about  600  were  white 
Toters. 

Q.  Yon  mention  Horace  Clary,  Hardin  Ramsey,  Colley  Hill  and  Bill  Ramsey 
u  doing  some  swearing.  You  and  Horace  Clary  are  good  friends,  are  you  not? — 
A  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Who  else  was  in  that  15  or  20?  Were  they  not  in  there  as  sightseers?— A. 
I  conld  not  undertake  to  tell  >[on  as  to  how  many  there  were  who  were  in  &erd 
handling  those  books  and  talking  and  disputing. 

Q.  Were  not  Bill  Ramsey,  Horace  Clary,  and  CoUey  Hill  about  the  only  ones 
who  were  handling  the  books? — A.  No,  sir;  there  were  about  25  or  30  of  them. 
Mr.  William  Land^ll,  and  an  adopted  son  of  Dr.  Philips,  I  think  his  name  was  Mr. 
ForreHt  Philips,  he  was  there  day  after  day  reg^ilarly,  and  they  were  persistent 
in  looking  through  those  books,  and  a  great  many  others  whom  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  The  only  one  of  those  men  you  were  on  personal  bad  terms  with  or  between 
YOU  and  whom  there  was  really  any  personal  clash  was  Bill  Ramsey? — A.  I  never 
had  any  clash  with  him.  The  only  clash  that  occurred  was  with  Bui  Ramsey  and 
Horace  Clary,  and  it  all  passed  off.  It  was  smoothed  over  later  on  during  the 
investigation. 

Q.  So  far  a?  the  action  of  those  gentlemen  in  anything  like  intimidation  was 
concerned  that  had  no  effect  on  you  or  the  other  registrars,  did  it? — A.  I  think  it 
did  on  one  of  them:  it  did  not  on  ma.    But  it  caused  us  to  lose  time. 

Q.  It  did  not  deter  you  from  doing  your  duty? — A.  No,  sir;  but  it  affected  Mr. 
Moore. 

(^.  He  always  voted  with  you,  did  he  not? — A.  He  did  for  a  whUe;  but  later  on 
while  this  noise  was  going  on  he  sometimes  would  not. 

Q.  He  was  doing  what  he  thought  was  right,  was  he  not? — A.  I  suppose  so;  bat 
I  don't  know  it. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact'  that  there  was  a  negro  living  with  or  close  by  Mr.  MeL 
Branch  that  you  declined  to  take  his  statement  or  oath  as  to  where  he  was  living 
or  something  of  that  kind  during  the  year  he  was  charged  with  being  a  defaulter, 
but  that  when  Mr.  Branch  came  in  and  offered  to  swear  to  it  you  accepted  th»t 
statement? — A.  We  had  good  evidence,  as  we  considered,  that  he  was  a  defaulter 
and  Mr.  Branch  came  in  and  stated  the  man  was  not  in  the  county  that  year. 

Q.  You  did  not  confine  yourself  entirely  and  but  very  little  to  the  default  list?— 
A.  Yes.  sir;  comparatively  little. 

Q.  You  got  most  of  the  names  from  the  tax  books,  did  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  were  a  great  many  of  those  that  were  stricken  that  never  appeared 
after  being  summoned.  What  evidence  was  produced  against  them? — ^A.  We 
would  find  they  had  not  made  any  returns  for  certain  years.  Sometimes  for  two 
or  three  or  four,  and  several  for  six  or  eight  years. 

Q.  In  other  words,  they  did  not  appear  on  the  books  at  all? — A.  No,  sir;  not  as 
taxpayers,  or  on  the  tax  collector's  book  of  unretumed  taxes.  We  could  not  find 
the  name  on  either  book. 

Q.  And  when  they  failed  to  turn  up  after  being  summoned  you  would  strike 
them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  without  further  testimony. 

Q.  The  evidence  you  had  was  this  negative  evidence;  they  did  not  appear  on 
either  of  the  tax  books,  nor  did  they  appear  anywhere  as  having  been  put  on  by 
the  tax  collector  after  the  books  were  closed? — A.  We  took  that  as  the  rule. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  frequently  where  the  books  showed  a  man  to  be  a 
defaulter,  say  for  one,  two,  or  three  years,  did  not  such  suspects  on  several  occa* 
sions  produce  tax  receipts  for  one  or  more  of  those  years? — ^A.  I  think  they  did  in 
some  few  instances. 

Q.  When  a  man  was  charged  with  being  a  defaulter  for  two  or  three  years  and 
produced  a  tax  receipt,  say  for  one  of  l£ose  years,  what  did  you  do?— A.  We 
refused  to  allow  the  names  of  some  of  those  to  remain  on  the  list. 
You  know  Mr.  Oliver  Hardy?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
He  was  tax  collector  for  Columbia  County? — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  he  was. 
He  is  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  now  dead,  and  he  moved  out  of  that 
county  some  years  previous  to  his  death. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you,  as  his  bailiff,  or  as  deputy  sheriff,  had  occasion  to 
handle  a  great  many  tax  fi  fas  issued  by  Mr.  Hardy? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  many 
of  them  were  turned  over  to  me  to  collect. 

Q.  Did  you  not  find  that  there  were  numerous  tax  receipts  out  against  those 
fi  fas? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  find  a  great  many  of  them.  It  was  only  a  small  "per- 
centage  of  the  number  of  tax  executions  turned  over  to  me  that  £  ever  found  the 
parties. 

.  Q.  Of  those  you  did  find,  did  you  not  find  a  considerable  number  of  them 
holding  tax  receipts? — A.  No,  sir;  I  suppose  125  would  cover  every  one  I  ever 
handled — I  am  sure  that  would  cover  every  one  I  went  to— and  I  think  15  or  20 
would  cover  all  those  holding  tax  receipts. 

Q.  Was  it  not  at  that  time,  during  Mr.  Hardy  *s  administration,  or  soon  after,  that 
a  pretty  general  cause  of  complaint  against  him  was  by  those  people  against  whom 
he  had  issued  executions  and  who  held  tax  receipts? — A  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  business,  except  for  one  year. 
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(Conteetee's  connflel  object  to  the  foregoing  questions  relating  to  Mr.  Oliver 
Hardy  as beingurelevant.) 

Q.  (By  Mr.  WEST.)  Did  you  not  hear  your  father  or  others  say  that  he  waa 
utterly  unreliable? — A.  No,  sir;  the  Populists  charged  it. 

(j.  bid  you  not  frequently,  on  a  number  of  occasions,  tell  negroes  that  you 
would  not  take  their  oath  to  the  effect  that  they  were  living  in  the  county  during 
certain  years? — ^A.  Yea,  sir;  where  I  knew  them  personally  and  knew  they  were 
not  responsible  negr  jes. 

(^.  And  did  you  not  tell  them  they  would  have  to  produce  some  responsible 
white  man  to  swear  for  them? — A.  No,  sir;  I  told  them  they  would  have  to  furnish 
ra  some  reliable  evidence.  In  some  instances  they  brought  up  white  witnesses, 
and  in  some  instances  they  brought  up  colored  witnesses,  and  we  accepted  their 
statements.    I  looked  more  to  the  character  of  the  witness  than  I  did  to  his  color. 

Q.  Yon  stated  that  all  the  time  there  was  danger  of  a  riot? — A.  No,  sir;  not  all 
the  time. 


0.  Well,  at  times;  there  was  no  riot? — A.  No,  sir. 


You  did  not  hesitate  to  express  your  opinions  as  freely  as  you  wanted  to? — 
A.  No,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Q.  Were  not  those  gentlemen  complaining  that  you  had  hurried  over  the  books 
too  rapidly,  and  had  perhaps  spotted  a  negro  as  living  in  No.  6,  whereas  his  name 
would  appear  in  some  other  district,  and  you  were  not  looking  over  the  entire  list 
to  see  if  nis  name  appeared? — A.  Yes,  sir:  I  think  that  was  their  complaint. 

9*  If  a  man*s  name  appeared  in  one  district,  you  did  not  look  in  the  other  dia- 
tricts  for  it? — A.  Not  unless  he  stated  that  he  was  living  in  some  other  certain 
district.  When  we  asked  about  their  tax  receipts  and  they  did  not  have  them,  we 
asked  them  if  they  made  any  returns  for  that  year,  and  if  they  answered  that  they 
hred  in  a  certain  district  we  did  not  look  for  them.  We  would  ask  them  if  they 
Iive<l  in  that  district,  and  if  they  named  any  other  district  as  their  residence  at  that 
time,  we  would  look  through  that. 

Q.  Did  not  those  gentlemen  find  a  great  many  that  way? — A.  Some  were  found. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  while  a  party  would  really  live  in  No.  6,  the  tax  collector 
would  sometimes  get  his  name  in  another  district?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

(j.  It  was  difficult  to  get  at  the  true  status  from  those  books? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we 
did  not  have  the  time  to  go  through  the  books  for  all  the  districts  and  get  this 
information. 

Q.  You  had  passed  over  some  districts? — A.  There  were  two  districts  that  we 
haa  searched  through  about  as  carefully  as  possible,  but  not  through  the  other 
districts.    When  we  got  on  No.  8,  that  crowd  came  there. 

Q.  In  No0. 1  and  2  you  did  not  go  farther  than  to  search  the  district  in  which  they 
lived? — A.  Yes,  sir;  where  Mr.  Gray  thought  a  man  was  a  Populist,  and  where  we 
thought  a  man  was  a  Democrat,  we  would  turn  and  look  to  see  if  his  name  was  in 
another  district. 

9-  You  did  not  do  that  with  the  entire  book?—- A.  No,  sir;  those  gentlemen  were 
going  through  those  various  books,  and  they  were  scattered  around. 

Q.  Were  they  not  frequently  finding  names  to  which  they  called  your  atten- 
tion?—A.  They  did  find  some. 

Q.  Did  they  not  find  a  great  many? — A.  No,  sir;  because  most  of  those  that 
were  stricken  were  names  that  did  not  appear. 

Q.  You  did  pass  on  some  names  of  parties  who  were  served  with  notices  on 
Tuesday  and  who  appnaared  and  were  stricken  the  same  day? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to 
my  recollection.  Notice  was  served  the  night  before,  and  the  officer  came  back 
and  told  us  that  there  were  a  great  many  whom  he  did  not  have  time  to  serve. 
There  was  no  complaint  about  their  not  having  had  sufficient  length  of  time  after 
being  served,  except  the  last  ni^ht. 

Q.  What  time  on  Monday  did  you  give  Mr.  Gray  the  subpoenaes  to  serve  on 
parties  who  were  to  appear  Tuesday? — A.  It  was  about  11  o'clock  at  night. 

Q.  It  would  have  been  a  matter  of  impossibility  to  have  gotten  to  No.  8  and 
served  thmnthat  night?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  served  some  the  next  morning,  did  he  not? — A.  I  know  there  were  a  great 
many  that  we  sent  out  that  the  parties  did  not  come  before  us. 

Q.  When  you  were  sending  out  notices,  if  you  found  a  negro  whom  you  thought 
was  a  defaulter,  sav  for  1886,  would  vou  state  in  your  notice  what  year  he  was 
charged  for? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  we  did. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  your  subxxBuaes? — A.  I  think  Mr.  Wright,  or  somebody 
here  in  Augusta,  sent  them  to  us. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  instructions  from  Augusta  as  to  your  duties  as  reg^istrar? — 
A  I  think  some  printed  matter  was  sent  there  in  reference  to  that. 

Q.  Who  were  those  instructions  from? — ^A.  I  don't  remember  who  they  were 
signed  by. 
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Q.  Who  sent  them  to  you.-' — A.  It  seems  to  me  that  on  one  occasion  we  got 
some  printed  matter  with  Mr.  Cnmming^s  opinion  or  somebody  else  s  opinion  on 
this  matter.  But  we  paid  no  attention  to  that,  but  went  entirely  by  t£e  act.  I 
am  not  sure  it  was  Major  Gumming,  but  it  strikes  me  his  name  was  on  some  of 
them.  We  did  not  regard  them  at  all,  but  went  strictly  by  the  act.  We  had 
occasion,  I  suppose,  a  hundred  times  to  refer  to  that  act. 

Q.  You  say  that  since  1892  the  books  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Populihts, 
They  were  all  brought  and  delivered  to  the  registrars,  were  they  not? — ^A.  The  tax 
books  were.    We  never  could  get  the  tax  collector  to  show  us  his  stubs. 

Q.  What  did  he  show  you? — A.  Nothing  but  these  blank  books  that  he  kept 
when  he  went  around  collecting  for  unretumed  taxes  and  the  digest. 

Q.  That  showed  the  person  and  the  amount,  did  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.  A  great 
many  names  were  not  on  there  at  all. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  usual  way  on  the  tax  books,  where  a  man  has  paid  his  taxe«.  to 
just  check  it  off  with  that  "  v  "  check? — A.  I  never  investigated  the  tax  books  in 
my  life  until  this  registration. 

Q.  That  might  have  been  the  check  that  was  used  by  all  of  the  tax  collectors?— 
A.  I  am  not  sure  as  to  that.  I  do  know  there  were  a  great  many  instances  where 
it  was  marked  '*  paid." 

Q.  You  spoke  of  taking  Mr.  Benton's  word.  I  suppose  you  regard  him  as  a 
man  of  character?— A.  Of  course;  anything  I  have  heard  about  him  ^would  not  be 
competent  evidence. 

Q.  You  accepted  his  statement? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  registered  that  negro  on  his 
statement. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Benton? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  that  would  indicate  he  was  a  Socialist? — A.  No,  sir: 
he  never  expressed  anything  of  that  sort  to  me.  But  I  never  have  discussed  poli- 
tics with  him. 

Q.  Sometimes  when  a  negro  would  come  up  and  you  found  he  was  a  defaulter 
for  a  certain  year,  a  white  man  would  take  him  off  and  talk  to  him,  and  he  would 
come  back  and  swear  that  he  was  not  there  during  that  year? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
know  in  a  number  of  cases  they  would  tell  the  negro  right  there  before  us,  after 
the  negro  had  sworn  that  he  was  there,  they  would  tell  him  he  was  not. 

Q.  You  remember  one  receipt  in  which  either  **1882*'  or  *'1892"  had  been 
changed  to  "1880"  or  *'1890"?— A.  It  was  either  1883  or  1892  the  receipt  was 
given  for,  and  the  figure  '*  2  "  had  been  nartially  erased  and  the  **  0  "  substituted. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  George  Olive? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  position  does  he  hold  up  there? — ^A.  He  is  clerk  and  treasurer.  He  has 
held  those  positions  for  several  years. 

Q.  Before  the  Populists  sprung  up? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

O.  How  have  yon  always  found  Mr.  Olive? — A.  Always  correct,  except  in  one 
little  Instance  that  I  did  not  think  he  had  treated  me  exactly  fair  and  correct  It 
was  in  that  alimony  case  we  had  there.  But  I  don't  care  to  make  any  charge 
against  him.    As  a  general  thing,  he  is  known  as  a  straij^htforward  man. 

Q.  Do  you  think  he  was  a  man  likely  to  change  this  1880  or  1890? — A.  I  did  not 
know  what  to  think  of  it.  I  was  surprised  at  the  receipt.  The  negro  had  been 
living  with  him  for  a  number  of  years. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  tax  collector,  in  writing  out  a  receipt,  may  make  a 
wrong  date  and  change  it? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  but  let  me  explain  about  this:  That 
receipt  was  an  old  one.  Some  of  the  writing  on  it  was  very  dim  and  £aded,  and 
some  of  it  was  very  fresh  in  its  pencil  marking.  The  **0  "  was  fresh  and  black, 
and  the  other  figures  showed  they  had  been  there  for  quite  a  while  and  were  dim. 
That  was  the  strongest  evidence  I  had  in  reference  to  that. 

Q.  You  stated  that  when  Mr.  Hill  came  up  with  some  negroes,  he  stated  that 
those  were  the  receipts  given  to  him  by  the  ne^oes? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  tax  collector  said  that  the  receipt  with  the  figures  '*  189"  and  the  word 
**  one  "  written  after  it  was  issued  by  him? — ^A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Those  figures  "  189  "  were  printed  on  that  receipt,  were  they  not? — A  Yes. 
sir. 

Q.  That  receipt  did  not  show  any  change,  did  it? — A.  I  asked  the  tax  collector 
if  he  remembered  issuing  that  receipt,  and  he  said  he  did.  I  asked  him  if  he  was 
positive.  He  said,  '  *  Yes. "  I  then  asked  him  if  that  was  his  usual  way  of  writing 
receipts,  and  he  said  it  was  not. 

Q.  On  what  grounds  were  Mr.  Landsell  and  Moses  Lowe  allowed  to  vote?— A 
Mr.  Landsell  was  allowed  to  vote  before  I  could  interfere,  but  as  soon  as  he  did 
vote  I  asked  Mr.  Bynum  if  Mr.  Landsell's  name  was  on  the  voters*  list.  He  said, 
'*  Yes;  I  suppose  so."  I  said,  **  Well,  his  name  is  not  there."  They  looked  at  the 
list  and  acknowledged  that  his  name  was  not  on  the  list,  and  expressed  their  snr- 
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prise  at  it.  They  talked  among  themselves  for  a  while,. and  then  proceeded  to  take 
other  votes.  When  Moses  Lowe  went  to  vote  I  was  watching.  I  intermuted 
him  before  he  voted.  Mr.  Olive  came  up  with  him.  I  said  to  Moses  Lowe,  "  Yon 
have  no  right  to  vote.  Yonr  name  is  not  on  the  registry  list,  and  yon  are  not 
entitled  to  a  vote."  Mr.  Olive  said  his  name  shojild  have  been  there:  that  his 
taxes  were  paid,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  vote.  And  the  managers  accepted 
bis  ballot. 

Q.  He  claimed  that  he  had  been  registered,  did  he  not? — ^A.  I  don't  remember 
that. 

Q.  I  nndeiilood  yon  to  say  that  Mr.  Clary,  Mr.  CoUey  HiU,  and  all  those  men 
were  men  whom  you  were  on  personal  good  terms  with? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  former  years  you  were  in  politics  together,  were  you  not? — A.  No.  sir. 
They  lived  some  distance  from  me.  Mr.  Clary  is  a  young  man,  and  has  not  oeeh 
old  enoogh  to  take  any  hand  in  politics  before  two  or  three  years  ago. 

Q.  These  gentlemen  are  men  of  character  and  standing,  are  they  not? — A.  Yes, 
sir:  I  never  heard  a  word  against  either  one  of  them. 
Q.  They  are  men  of  property  and  means? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  case  witn  a  large  number  of  Populists  in  Columbia  County? — A« 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  large  number  of  the  white  people  in  Columbia  County  are  Populists? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

9-  Is  not  the  ratio  about  four  or  five  to  one?— A.  I  think  there  was  about  in  the 
neighborhood  of  200  white  Democratic  voters  in  1894,  and  there  was  something 
like  400  Populists  or  better.  I  think  we  fell  a  litUe  short  of  200  in  the  white  vote, 
and  the  Populists  polled  about  two  to  our  one. 

Q.  Was  any  money  sent  you  in  this  last  campaign^  to  dispense  in  Columbia 
County? — A.  No,  sir.    I  wrote  down  here  to  know  if  there  was  any  chance  to  get 
some  money  to  pay  the  taxes  of  some  defaulters  there,  and  I  got  |25. 
Q.  Who  sent  you  that? — A.  1  got  a  check  from  Mr.  Wright  for  that. 
Q.  Was  any  money  sent  to  other  parties  in  Columbia  County?— A.  Not  that  I 
know  of. 
Q.  How  much  was  sent  you  in  1894? 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  any  question  relating  to  the  election  of  1894  or 
1892,  or  any  other  election  except  that  of  1895,  as  being  Relevant  and  tending  to 
enciunber  the  record,  notwithstanding  there  is  nothing  that  may  have  occurred 
that  can  be  unsatisfactory  to  counsel  for  contestee.) 
Witness.  Some  money  was  sent,  but  I  don't  remember  the  amount. 
Q.  Was  any  whisky  sent  you  in  1894? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  money  sent  vou  in  1892? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  small  sum  was  sent  to  pay 
for  bread,  barbecues,  and  things  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Was  any  whisky  sent  you  in  1892? — A.  No,  sir.  I  used  some  whisky,  but 
none  was  sent  there.  We  had  a  big  barbecue,  and  had  some  whisky  and  some 
beer. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq.: 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear,  from  your  thorough  investigation,  that  the  men 
whom  you  did  smke  were  illegal  voters  and  not  proi>er  to  be  registered? — A.  Yes, 
air;  according  to  my  best  knowledge,  from  the  best  evidence  that  was  before  us 
and  that  we  could  get,  and  after  a  diligent  search,  I  was  fully  confident  they  were 
not  entitled  to  vote. 

Q.  Mr.  West  asked  you  if  there  was  really  any  riot  precipitated.  I  will  ask  you  if 
the  reason  one  was  not  precipitated  was  because  of  the  forbearance  of  the  regis- 
trars at  times? — A.  If  I  had  been  an  outsider  and  not  acting  as  a  registrar  I  would 
never  have  taken  what  Mr.  Ramsey  said  about  it  being  **a  damned  big  steal." 
There  was  a  great  deal  said  by  a  great  many  people  that  was  very  unpleasant  and 
ohnoxious. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  as  to  what  was  said,  if  both  its  object  and  purpose  were  not 
to  intimidate  and  obstruct? — ^A.  From  the  time  that  crowd  came  there  on  Monday 
my  impression  was  they  wanted  and  intended  to  delay  us  in  our  work. 

Q.  Something  was  asked  you  about  a  voter  whom  Mr.  Branch  said  was  entitled 
to  register,  and  if  you  took  his  word  and  registered  him. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  a  Populist  or  a  Democratic  voter? — A.  He  was  a  Populist  voter. 

Q.  Something  was  asked  you  about  what  you  would  do  with  a  man  when  you 
found  his  name  did  not  apx)ear  upon  the  books  for  one  or  two  or  three  years;  and 
the  question  was  asked  if  you  did  not  strike  him  on  account  of  the  negative  fact 
merely  that  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  book.  I  will  ask  you  if  he  was  stricken 
except  in  sach  cases  when  you  knew  he  was  a  resident  of  the  county  during  those 
years?— A.  I  took  that  as  one  evidence  in  an  instance  of  that  kind. 

14441  w  &  B 34 


580  WAT80N   VS.    BLACK. 

Q.  Then,  a  part  of  the  evidence  yon  considered  was  the  knowledge  on  the  part 
of  the  registrars  that  he  was  a  resident  of  the  connty  for  those  years? — A..  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Something  was  said  about  Mr.  Oliver  Hardy's  tax  fi.  fas.  in  one  instance 
being  turned  over  to  you,  and  that  out  of  about  125  you  visited  yon  found  perhaps 
some  15  who  showed  tax  receipts,  notwithstanding  there  were  tax  executions  out- 
standing  nigainst  them.  In  those  cases  where  the  receipts  were  shoim  you  had 
not  had  access  to  the  tax  stubs,  had  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  They  on^ht  to  have  shown  those  receipts,  even  if  those  tax  fi.  fas.  had  not  been 
taken  up? — A.  Yes,  sir;  if  the  books  had  been  properly  kept  they  would. 

O.  I  will  ask  you  if  Mr.  Gray,  the  Populist  registrar,  did  ncA^^hlsist  that  yon 
had  no  right  to  go  back  in  the  tax  books  behind  some  certain  year;  and  if  so,  what 
ywrJ — A.  Yes,  sir.    He  said  we  had  no  right  to  go  back  of  1878. 

Q.  I  wffi  ask  you  if  you  were  allowed  to  have  access  to  those  tax  books  before 
you  began  your  proceedings? — A.  I  asked  for  the  defaulters'  list  and  was  refused 
it.  I  went  to  Mr.  Olive  and  asked  for  the  list,  and  he  said  Mr.  Gray  had  tJiat  out 
registering  with  it.    That  was  in  September. 

u.  This  little  blank  book  3'ou  spoke  of  Mr.  Lazenby,  the  tax  collector,  having 
and  making  a  little  '^  v*'  check  to  tne  right  of  those  names  that  he  said  had  paid: 
Were  those  little  pencil  checks  capable  of  being  rubbed  out  by  a  pencil  mbber  at 
cay  time?— A.  Yes,  sir;  they  could  have  been  erased  easily. 

Q.  Did  they,  therefore,  furnish  any  record  evidence  whatever  as  to  whether  their 
taxes  were  paid  or  not? — A.  I  did  not  consider  that  as  record  evidence.  He  stated 
that  was  the  book  he  kept  for  unretumed  taxes. 

Q.  What  shape  book  was  it? — A.  It  was  about  12  inches  long  and  about  3  inches 
wide. 

O.  The  only  record  as  to  whether  a  party  had  paid  or  had  not  paid  was  that 
little  x)encil  check  opposite  a  particular  name  that  ne  claimed  had  x>aad? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  in  a  great  many  instances  that  was  all.  Otiier  names  we  did  not  have  to  refer 
to;  they  were  marked  "  paid." 

Q.  Why  did  he  mark  some  paid  and  check  others? — A.  My  impression  was  tiiat 
after  those  men  were  registered  and  voted,  that  check  could  be  erased,  and  the 
tax  collector  would  not  have  to  pay  over  any  money.  I  asked  Mr.  Lazenby  to 
show  us  how  much  money  he  paid  over  to  the  comptroller,  but  he  never  did  so. 

Q.  He  made  no  showing  on  any  of  those  lines? — A.  Nothing;  only  what  had  been 
paid  up  to  l&e  time  the  registi-ation  work  commenced. 

Q.  You  say  that  while  a  negro  suspect  was  being  Investigated,  and  he  was  shown 
to  have  been  a  defaulter  for  certain  or  several  years,  and  while  he  was  still  on  the 
stand  or  before  you,  that  voluntarily  white  witnesses  would  suggest  to  him  that  he 
fived  out  of  the  county  that  year? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  done  frequently. 

Q.  In  other  words,  the  bystander  had  to  inform  the  negro  that  he  lived  out  of 
the  county  before  he  informed  you? — A.  That  is  what  they  did. 

Q.  In  spe^ng  oi  men  who  voted  on  the  day  of  election  and  who  were  not  regis- 
tered, you  stated  that  Mr.  Olive  brought  up  one,  Moses  Lowe,  and  when  you  cmJ- 
lenged  him  and  told  him  his  name  was  not  on  the  voters'  list,  Mr.  Olive  said  he 
ongnt  to  have  been  on  there  and  insisted  on  his  voting. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Olive? — A.  He  is  clerk  and  treasurer  of  that  county. 

Q.  Then  he  finally  insisted  on  that  man  beiufi^  allowed  to  vote,  after  knowing  his 
name  was  not  on  the  list? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  said  he  had  paid  his  taxes,  and  should 
have  been  on  the  list,  and  insisted  on  his  voting. 

Q.  He  did  not  claim  that  the  man  had  actually  registered? — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  did 
not  claim  that. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  ^  was  not  all  that  was  sent  to  you  by  the  campaign  com- 
mittee, and  if  it  was  not  stated  to  you  that  there  was  no  money  to  be  used  in  this 
election;  that  we  had  no  money,  and  were  running  this  election  free  from  monev 
except  what  little  would  be  used  for  paying  the  poll  tax  of  voters  in  Bichmona 
County? — ^A,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  you  wrote  me. 

(Contestant's  eounsel  object  to  tne  witness  saying  what  the  manager  of  Mr. 
Stock's  campaign  wrote  him  about  mcmey  as  hearsay  and  irrelevant.) 

Becross-ezamination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq.: 

Q.  Not  only  are  yon  politioally  oppoBed  to  Mr.  Watson,  but  yon  and  he  are  per- 
sonally not  on  good  terms,  ar6  yon?— A.  He  stopped  speaking  to  me  three  or  foor 
years  ago. 

Q.  Bafore  polities  oame  up?— A.  Yes,  air. 
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Redirect  ezamination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq.: 

Q.  I  will  ask  yoxx  if  your  not  being  on  good  personal  terms  with  Mr.  Watson 
affects  your  testimony  at  all?— A.  No,  sir;  not  in  the  slightest. 

S.  E.  KSLLEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barbow, 
Notary  Public,  Etchmond  County ^  Ga, 

D.  C.  MOORE,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq: 

Q.  What  is  your  profession? — A.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  practicing  law?— A.  About  thirty  or  thirty-five 
years. 

Q.  Were  yon  or  not  for  a  long  time  the  ordinary  of  your  county  also?— A.  Yes, 
sir:  for  twelve  years. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  were  one  of  the  registrars  in  Columbia  County  during 
the  last  election?— A.  Yes,  sir;  towards  the  last.    I  think  some  seven  or  eight  days. 

'].  In  whose  place  were  vou  appointed?— A.  In  the  place  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  Spires. 

).  Why?— A.  He  was  taken  sick  and  could  not  serve. 
Was  Judge  Callaway,  of  the  superior  court,  at  Appling  at  the  time,  and  did 
he  appoint  you  immediately? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

0.  I  ou  are  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  what  was  the  character  of  the  conduct  of  the  registrars  in 
inyesti^ting  and  fairly  deciding  the  disqualification  of  voters  in  the  last  election 
and  domg  other  work? — A.  From  the  lights  before  them,  they  did  everything 
tbey  could  to  have  a  fair  and  impartial  registration  of  voters. 

Q.  Something  is  stated  in  the  notice  of  contest  as  to  Mr.  Merry  officiating  for 
half  a  day,  and  some  25  or  more  men  being  stricken  off  the  list  while  he  was  offt- 
dating,  and  that  he  was  not  appointc^d  to  serve.  Was  anyone  stricken  off  while 
he  was  acting,  and  in  what  capacity  did  he  act?— A.  I  can  only  state  this  about  it: 
When  I  took  the  oath  and  went  in  as  one  or'  the  registrars  my  attention  was  called 
to  certain  parties  whose  cases  had  been  investigated  during  the  time  Mr.  Merr^ 
had  been  there.  He  acted  as  a  clerk,  and  looked  through  the  tax  digest  to  see  if 
parties  had  given  in  their  tax  under  the  law.  My  attention  was  called  to  that, 
and  the  books  were  brought  showing  those  men  to  be  defaulters  and  shown  to  me. 
I  think  I  passed  upon  all  the  parties  whom  Mr.  Merry  looked  up  after  I  came  into 
office.    I  was  not  there  while  Mr.  Merry  was  acting  as  clerk. 

Q.  I  wish  you  to  state  whether  or  not  there  was  any  interference,  intimidation, 
or  obstruction  offered  by  the  Populists  or  others  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties; 
and  if  so,  to  state  in  a  full  and  ample  way  what  it  was. — A.  The  law,  you  tmder- 
stand,  required  the  officers  in  the  county  to  file  a  list  of  those  who  were  defaulters. 
They  f^led  to  do  so,  which  necessitated  the  registrars  having  to  go  through  the 
books  to  get  information  that  should  have  been  furnished.  The  tax  books  were 
there,  but  ^equently  we  could  not  get  them  on  account  of  their  being  in  the  hands 
of  these  Popmists.  They  kept  us  surrounded  all  the  time.  They  would  curse 
and  abuse  us  in  an  offhand  way,  and  we  were  provoked  to  defend  ourselves,  but 
did  not  do  so.  Every  obstacle  was  thrown  in  our  way  to  prevent  our  getting 
through  with  our  work.  Often  they  would  say,  **  We  don't  want  you  to  get 
tiirongh,  and  then  we  will  vote  them  all." 

Q.  You  say  they  would  take  the  books  away  and  would  not  let  you  have  them. — 
A.  Sometimes,  and  they  would  say,  *' Well,  let  us  get  through  with  them  first, 
and  then  you  can  have  them." 

Q.  What  respect,  if  any,  was  shown  your  tribunal  while  you  were  in  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duty,  and  what  facility  was  given  for  its  discharge?— A.  No  respect 
was  shown  us  at  all.    It  was  all  disresi)ect. 

Q.  In  what  way  was  disrespect  shown  you?-:- A.  In  the  manner  in  which  they 
would  treat  us.  If  a  decision  was  not  made  to  suit  them  we  were  cursed  ana 
abased,  and  they  would  come  in  and  demand  that  we  do  so  and  so. 

Q  Sometldng  is  said  in  the  notice  of  contest  that  you  laid  down  a  certain  rule 
of  procedure  in  which  *' should  the  name  of  a  voter  appear  on  the  tax  book  of  a 
county  for  1877  or  any  year  subsequent  thereto,  but  did  not  appear  for  intervene 
ioff  yean,  they  put  upon  the  voter  the  burden  of  establishing  that  he  had  paid 
alTtaxes  during  the  years  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  books,  although  his 
name  did  not  appear  on  the  defaulters'  list  and  although  no  execution  was  out- 
Btan^ing  acainst  niin,  and  in  removing  this  burden  thev  laid  down  the  rule  that 
the  oath  ox  a  voter,  U  he  was  a  colored  man,  was  insufficient."  Was  any.such 
nile  as  that  laid  down  or  followed?— A.  No,  sir;  no  such  rule  was  followed. 
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Q.  State  in  short  sabstance  what  yon  would  do  in  a  case  of  that  kind. — A.  Wben- 
ever  we  found  a  man  was  a  defaulter  for  a  number  of  vears,  in  all  cases  where  there 
was  any  property  at  all  shown  to  be  in  possession  of  the  voter  during  that  time, 
we  used  that  as  prima  facie  evidence  that  he  had  paid  his  taxes.  Most  of  those 
were  known  to  us,  and  where  he  was  a  dissolute  character  and  one  whom  would 
not  be  believed  on  oath,  and  he  would  be  shown  that  he  was  a  defaulter  for  a  suc- 
cessive number  of  years,  we  refused  to  take  his  oath  unless  some  other  evidence 
was  produced  to  substantiate  it.  Whenever  it  was  shown  by  the  books  that  a 
man  was  a  defaulter  and  the  gentleman  on  whose  ^lace  he  lived  came  forward  and 
said  the  man  had  paid  his  taxes,  we  admitted  him.  We  thought  that  was  too 
impartial;  but  we  were  just  opening  the  door  wide,  so  they  could  not  say  anything. 

Q.  In  taking  the  words  of  their  employer  in  those  cases,  were  they  Populists? 
A.  Oh.  yes.    All  whom  I  speak  of  were  with  Populists. 

Q.  Was  there  any  challenging  or  contention  on  the  part  of  anybody  that  the 
Democrats  were  illegally  registered? — A.  No,  sir.  There  were  two  men—one 
named  McCord;  I  don't  remember  the  other — ^apfjeared  on  the  tax  books  as 
defaulters.  One  of  them  being  on  the  train,  the  notice  did  not  reach  him,  and  he 
was  stricken.    He  was  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Was  there  a  single  man  stricken  from  the  list  who,  under  your  oaths,  after 
a  full  investigation,  you  did  not  believe  the  evidence  was  conclusive  that  he  should 
be  stricken? — A.  No,  sir;  not  one. 

Q.  Something  is  said  in  the  notice  of  contest  about  suspects  or  challenged  vot- 
ers having  notices  sent  out  to  them  just  the  day  before  the  election  and  their  not 
having  fml  notice  and  that  they  were  stricken.  What  is  the  truth  in  reference 
to  that? — A.  All  who  did  not  receive  notice  and  did  not  appear  were  put  upon  the 
list  as  qualified  voters. 

Q.  So  that  not  one  man  who  was  notified  only  one  day  beforehand  was  stricken 
unless  he  appeared? — A.  No,  sir.  For  the  last  dav  there  was  a  long  list  of  sqbt 
pects.    They  were  added  as  a  whole,  because  they  had  not  had  notice. 

Q.  Simplv  because  you  had  not  had  time  to  give  them  a  full  day's  notice,  and  to 
have  them  before  you,  you  put  their  names  on  as  a  body,  although  from  the  tax 
books  it  api)eared  they  were  defaulters? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  it  is  not  true  that  in  one  district,  No.  8,  you  were  not  able 
to  reach  them,  and  they  were  all  added  to  the  voters'  list? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  forget 
the  number. 

Q.  I  will  not  ask  von  to  go  into  details  as  to  those  conversations  and  acts,  or 
cursing  and  intimioation,  as  they  have  been  fully  covered  by  Mr.  Kellv,  and  1 
have  agreed  to  be  short  in  my  interrogations  with  you  on  account  of  the  lateness 
of  the  hour.  However,  I  will  ask  you  this  question:  What  defacing  or  tearing  of 
the  books  did  you  discover?— A.  Before  the  investigation  was  concluded  I  suppose 
three-fourths  of  the  books  covering  those  years  mentioned  had  no  backs  on  them 
at  all.  It  was  only  by  private  marks  that  we  could  tell  the  years  the  books  were 
for.    Some  of  the  tax  books  were  lost  entirely. 

Q.  Who  were  those  books  in  the  custody  of?— A.  The  Populists  hadftdl  control 
of  them. 

Q.  During  ^our  investigations  as  registrars  you  had  to  get  possession  of  the 
booKs  by  takmg  them  from  the  mob  that  would  surround  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
There  was  just  a  confusion  around  us  all  the  time.  We  were  surrounded  at  that 
table  where  we  worked. 

Q.  Was  it  not  true  they  would  even  get  on  the  table  and  stand  on  the  chairs 
around  you? — A.  Yes,  sir.  One  of  them  was  standing  on  the  table  making  a  speech 
part  of  the  time. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  Wbst,  Esq.: 

Q.  Those  books  were  old,  were  they  not? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  mean  by  being  defaced? — A.  I  don't  want  to  be  understood 
as  saying  that  they  defaced  them  intentionally. 

Q.  They  did  not  carry  them  out  of  the  room? — A.  Sometimes  they  would. 
There  was  a  general  hubbub,  and  they  were  searching  for  names,  and  that  was 
the  object  they  had  in  looking  at  the  books.  I  suppose  they  were  trying  to  find 
evidence  to  clear  the  party. 

Q.  They  did  find  a  good  many,  did  they  not? — A.  They  found  some. 

Q.  It  is  also  true  that  there  was  a  general  discussion  and  *' jower,''  and  that 
lots  of  it  was  good-natured? — A.  It  was  not  good-natured.  It  was  rather  evil* 
natiired. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  church,  I  believe?— A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  have  been 
used  to  swearing. 

Q.  Mr.  Kelly  can  stand  his  hand  when  it  comes  to  swearing? — A.  He  did  not  do 
much  swearing  during  our  sitting. 
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Q.  Toa  spoke  of  some  books  being  gone.  Were  not  those  for  long  years  past?— 
A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  some  of  those  books  have  been  gone 
for  a  number  of  year8?~A.  No,  sir;  we  had  them  all  at  the  start. 

Q.  How  many  did  yon  have?— A.  I  can  not  tell  yon.  Some  of  the  books  were 
torn  up  in  there. 

(j.  Mr.  Kelly  said  the  default  list  was  filed  with  yon.— A.  He  did  not  xmderstand 
it.  A  list  of  defaulters  was  furnished  us,  but  it  was  only  a  list  of  those  for  the 
▼ear  preTious.  It  was  not  for  the  full  time,  and  that  list  was  only  a  partial  list. 
That  was  not  filed  with  the  registrars  at  all,  but  was  given  to  the  clerK  of  court. 
I  asked  for  that  as  soon  as  I  went  in,  and  was  immediately  told  that  it  was  not 
filed  ^  the  clerk  of  the  court. 

Q.  You  did  get  it  when  you  wanted  it? — A.  No,  sir;  we  never  ffot  it  at  all. 

Q.  You  say  some  negroes  would  not  appear  on  the  books  at  all,  and  therefore 
you  took  them  to  be  defaulters,  and  white  gentlemen  would  come  in  and  say  the 
negroes  had  lived  on  their  places? — A.  They  would  say  the  negroes  lived  on  their 
places  and  had  paid  taxes. 

Q.  Did  YOU  nnd  cases  of  this  kind:  A  negro  would  be  charged  with  being  a 
defaulter  for  two  or  three  years  and  could  produce  receipts  for  one  of  those  years, 
but  not  for  the  others? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  frequently  we  wanted  him  to  account 
for  the  other  years.  Oftentimes  he  would  swear  he  was  in  South  Carolina  that 
year,  and  we  would  take  his  oath.    We  made  a  universal  rule  and  never  changed  it. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  when  Mr.  Oliver  Hardy  was  the  tax  collector  there  par- 
ties frequently  made  complaints  that  they  appeared  as  defaulters  when  they  were 
not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Nothing  those  gentlemen  said  there  intimidated  you  gentlemen  from  doing 
TOUT  duty?— A.  I  tried  to  do  my  duty,  but  did  not  do  it  as  well  as  I  could  have 
done  if  they  had  not  been  there.  We  would  not  have  minded  at  all  for  any  person 
to  have  come  before  us  if  they  came  in  a  nice  auiet  manner,  and  we  woula  have 
heard  them  a  great  deal  better  and  a  great  deal  clearer.  If  there  was  any  error 
committed  by  the  board  of  registrars  for  that  county,  the  whole  cause  of  it  was 
the  confusion  by  the  Populists  and  the  manner  in  which  they  acted. 

Q.  You  were  not  deterred  from  your  duty  by  that? — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  a 
man  to  be  run  over,  and  I  don't  think  Mr.  Kelly  was. 

D.  C.  Moore. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Babbows, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County ,  Oa, 

JOHN  Q.  SPIRES,  for  the  oontestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  Boykik  Wbioht,  Esq.: 

Where  do  you  reside? — A.  In  Columbia  County,  Ga. 
How  long  have  you  resided  there? — A.  For  twenty-seven  years. 
What  have  been  your  occupations  in  that  countv? — A.  I  have  been  a  farmer. 
I  have  also  taught  school  there,  and  have  been  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  about  six- 
teen years. 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  registrars  for  that  county  in  the  special  election  of 
October  2, 1895,  for  Congress? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  registrars  regularly  appointed  by  Judge  Callaway? — A. 
Iwas. 

How  long  did  you  serve?— A.  For  eight  days. 
Why  did  you  stop? — A.  I  was  taken  seriously  ill. 
Who  was  appointed  in  your  place? — A.  Mr.  D.  C.  Moore. 
I  will  ask  you  what  was  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  proceedings  held 
before  your  body  during  your  investigations,  for  fairness  and  impartiality? — ^A. 
We  dealt  as  fairly  as  people  possibly  could,  and  were  more  lenient  to  the  Populists 
than  we  should  have  oeen,  I  think. 

Q.  Were  any  Democrats  challenged  before  your  body  as  being  illegally  regis- 
tered?—A.  Very  few. 

Q.  All  the  Democrats,  as  a  rule,  appeared  as  having  paid  their  taxes  and  been 
regnlarly  registered?— A.  Yes.  sir.    A  few  of  them  were  challenged. 

Q.  Were  they  passed  on  with  the  same  rule  as  was  used  with  reference  to  the 
Poonlists?— A.  Yes, 'Sir:  we  tried  to  make  one  rule  applj-  to  all. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  there  was  any  interference  or  intimidation  or  disturb- 
ance calculated  to  obstruct  and  impede  your  duties  as  registrars  on  the  part  of  the 
Popnhsts;  and  if  so,  what  that  was. — A.  For  one  or  two  days  during  the  early 
part  of  the  registration  we  were  greatly  annoyed.    The  room  was  crowed  almost 
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to  overflowing.  They  wotild  say  if  we  could  not  go  over  the  list,  we  might  as  well 
break  it  up  and  quit.  Their  conversation  was  intended  to  impede  our  progress  in. 
registering  voters.    That  was  the  view  I  took  of  it. 

Q.  During  the  time  you  served  something  of  that  kind  did  occur? — A.  For 
about  two  days.  The  balance  of  the  time  we  got  along  very  well.  Some  of  tbe 
parties  were  very  boisterous. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  boisterousness,  and  upon  whose  purt  was 
it? — A.  In  the  first  place,  they  would  want  to  make  a  speech  in  defense  of  some 
party  we  had  under  consideration.  Then  they  would  talk  to  us  sometimes  in 
rather  an  unpleasant  way. 

Q.  It  is  charged  in  the  notice  of  contest  that  you  adopted  a  rule  of  procedure 
like  this:  That  "  should  the  name  of  a  voter  api)ear  on  tne  tax  books  of  a  county 
for  1877  or  any  year  subsequent  thereto,  but  did  not  appear  for  intervening  years, 
they  put  upon  the  voter  the  burden  of  establishing  that  he  had  {laid  all  taxes  dur- 
ing the  years  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  books,  although  his  name  did  not 
appear  on  the  defaulters'  list,  and  although  no  execution  was  outstanding  against 
hun,  and  in  removing  this  burden  they  laid  down  the  rule  that  the  oath  of  a  voter, 
if  he  was  a  colored  man,  was  insufficient. "  Was  any  such  rule  adopted  or  followed 
by  your  board  at  all? — ^A.  No,  sir;  on  the  contrary,  we  swore  several  negroes. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  it  is  not  true  in  cases  where  the  tax  book  showed  they  were 
defaulters,  and  where  they  had  no  tax  receipts  at  all,  that  you  would  frequently, 
where  a  colored  man  would  come  up  and  say  that  he  had  paid  hie  taxes,  allow  ms 
name  to  go  on  the  list  on  his  own  statement  or  oath? — A.   xes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  did  swear  some  negroes? — A.  Yes.  sir;  some  negroes  would  come 
there,  and  we  would  find  them  short  on  the  tax  books  for  two  or  three  years.  We 
would  tell  them  to  ^ve  us  the  truth  as  to  where  they  were  those  years.  We  would 
allow  them  to  remain  if  they  were  entitled  to  do  so.  There  were  some  who  stated 
they  were  in  Richmond  County  for  the  years  they  appeared  as  defaulters.  We 
wrote  to  Augusta,  and  got  a  certificate  from  Mr.  Bohler,  the  tax  collector  of  Rich- 
mond County,  that  they  did  not  reside  here  at  the  time  stated,  and  on  that  we 
struck  them. 

Q.  If  you  had  not  found  or  had  no  certificate  to  the  contrary  you  would  have 
allowed  his  name  to  remain  on  the  strength  of  his  own  statement? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  allow  a  great  many  colored  voters'  names  to  remain  on  the  registry 
list  on  the  strength  of  their  own  statement,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
books  showed  them  to  be  defaulters,  and  they  had  no  tax  receipts? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  form  of  this  question  aa  being  leading,  and 
to  all  foregoing  questions  of  that  nature,  and  all  following  questions  of  that 
nature. ) 

Q.  ( By  Mr.  Wright.  )  State  any  other  rule  or  practice  that  would  go  to  show  how 
liberal  you  were  toward  the  Populist  suspects. — A.  A6  a  rule  we  investigated  the  tax 
record,  which  was  our  authority,  and  if  we  f ou^ad  taxes  had  been  paid  by  a  certain 
party  we  would  skip  a  year  or  two  occasion^ly.  Where  we  would  find  that  a  man 
had  not  paid  his  taxes  for  one  or  two  years  regularly,  and  we  knew  a  good  deal 
about  the  man,  as  a  matter  of  course,  we  did  not  even  g^ve  him  notice  at  all,  bnt 
registered  him  if  he  was  a  reliable  man. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq.: 

Q.  When  you  spoke  of  very  few  Democrats  being  defaulters,  did  you  mean  white 
Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  found  comparatively  very  few  Democrats  while  I 
was  serving. 

Q.  How  many  districts  are  there  in  that  county? — A.  I  think  there  are  eight 

Q,  You  say  it  was  only  the  first  two  days  that  those  men  were  boisterous?— A. 
Yes,  sir;  during  my  administration.    After  that  they  were  tolerably  auiet. 

That  was  a  sort  of  new  thing,  and  the  crowd  would  come  in? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
You  did  not  confine  yourself  to  the  default  list? — A.  No,  sir* 
You  had  that  before  you?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

You  did  not  confiiie  yourself  to  that? — A.  No,  sir;  we  went  back  to  the  tax 
books  and  got  the  information. 

Q.  Did  not  sometimes  a  negro  living  on  a  white  man's  place  come  in  and  would 
be  charged  with  being  a  defaulter,  and  you  would  tell  him  to  bring  his  emplojrer 
in  to  swear  for  him  and  you  would  allow  him  to  remain  on  the  Ust? — A.  No,  sir; 
not  during  the  time  I  served. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  parties  wanting  to  make  speeches  during  the  first  two  days. 
You  were  just  adopting  your  rules,  and  everybody  wanted  to  say  something  about 
il,  did  they  not?— A.  I  don't  know  what  their  object  was. 

Q.  Were  you  there  when  Mr.  Branch  came  in  and  wanted  to  know  something, 
and  Mr.  Kelly  said  he  **did  not  want  to  hear  a  damned  word  from  him?^— A.  I 
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dont  recollect  the  exact  language,  but  Mr.  Kelly  apologized  immediately  after* 
wards. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  and  standing  of  men  who  hold  offices  in  Colnmrbin 
County?— A.  Good,  I  think. 

Q.  The  most  of  them  had  been  in  office  before  the  Popnlist  party  began,  had 
they  not? — ^A.  Nearly  all  of  them. 

Q.  Yon  supported  them  then,  did  yon  not? — ^A.  Some  of  them  I  did  not.  I 
never  voted  for  Mr.  Olive  or  Mr.  McGruder. 

Q.  A  good  large  majority  of  the  white  people  in  Colombia  Cotmty  are  Popu- 
bsts,  are  they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Two  or  three  to  one? — ^A.  I  don't  know  the  ratio. 

Q.  A  great  many  of  them  are  men  of  means  and  standing? — A.  Yes,  sir;  sonoe 
of  them. 

Redirect  examination  by  Botkin  Wright,  Esq.: 

Q.  Something  was  said  about  Mr.  Kelly  using  some  word  of  profanity  to  Mr. 
Branch.  I  will  ask  you  if  that  was  not  done  after  the  most  persistent  and  insult- 
ing  and  disrespectful  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Branch  to  Mr.  Kelly  and  to  the 
re^itrars  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties? — A.  He  made  several  attempts,  as  we 
thought,  to  interfere  with  our  progress,  and  Mr.  Kelly  called  him  to  order  a  num- 
ber of  times. 

Q.  Was  not  his  manner  threatening  and  intimidating  and  offensive? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir:  it  was  offensive. 

Q.  (By  Mr.  West.)  He  wanted  to  make  some  argument  to  the  registrars?— A. 
Yes.  sir. 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Wright.)  He  impugned  the  fairness  of  your  methods? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  (By  Mr.  West.)  Was  he  not  really  just  insisting  that  you  were  miscon- 
stming  the  law,  and  ne  wanted  to  make  an  ar^ment  to  ^ou  to  show  you  that  you 
were?— A.  I  think  he  thought  we  were  not  going  according  to  the  way  he  wanted 
nstogo. 

().  What  he  said  was  simply  argumentative  and  perfectly  iMirliamentary? — ^A. 
Perfectly  parliamentary,  as  far  as  l  know. 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Wright.)  He  did  impu^  your  methods? — A.  Yes.  air;  he  did. 

(^.  (By  Mr.  West.)  In  what  way  dia  he  seek  to  impugn  your  methods? — A.  By 
trying  to  dictate  to  us  as  to  what  we  should  do. 

Q.  In  his  manner  of  doing  that  he  was  perfectly  parliamentary? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
but  he  was  offensive. 

J.  Q.  Spires. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  M.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public^  Ridimond  County^  Ga, 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  January  29, 1896. 

Wednesday,  January  29, 1896. 
Present  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq. 

JULIUS  BAUM,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Du*ect  examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq.: 

).  Where  do  you  live? — A.  In  the  Fourth  Ward  in  the  city  of  Aug^ista. 

\^  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Augusta? — A.  For  more  than  thirty  years. 
What  is  your  business? — A.  Merchandising. 

I  In  what  line? — A.  Dry  goods,  clothing,  etc. 

j.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  in  October,  1895,  for  Ck>ngressman? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  was  one  or  the  managers  at  the  Fourth  Ward. 

1.  Who  were  the  other  managers?— A.  Jndge  Neibling  and  Mr.  Sam  W.  Carter, 

j.  What  box  did  you  preside  at?— A.  At  box  No.  2. 

j.  Who  voted  there? — A.  It  was  mixed — either  white  or  black.  Those  who  were 
in  a  hurry,  and  could  not  get  to  the  other  boxes  promptly,  would  vote  in  my  box. 

Q.  Would  it  be  possible  to  conduct  an  election  in  the  Fourth  Ward  and  let  every- 
boor  vote  in  one  dox? — A.  No,  sir.  You  see  the  polls  are  open  only  seven  hours, 
or  roor  hundred  and  twenty  minutes,  and  they  would  have  to  vote  two  every 
minute  even  with  three  boxes. 

Q.  How  many  votes  were  cast  in  that  special  election? — A.  I  don't  recollect.  I 
^n't  even  remember  how  many  were  in  my  box,  but  I  think  there  were  between 
flOO  and  700. 

Q.  It  was  hard  work?— A.  Yes,  sir.  You  have  to  be  fast  and  do  the  best  you  can. 
Ton  don*t  have  time  to  eat  or  anything  else.    There  was  a  very  large  vote  in  tiie 
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Fourth  Ward  as  compared  with  the  other  wards  in  the  city.  The  Fourth  Ward 
is  the  lar^st  in  the  State,  I  expect.  Oftentimes  there  are  more  votes  there  than 
there  are  m  some  counties  in  the  State. 

Is  that  a  thickly  populated  district? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

It  coTers  a  great  deal  of  territory,  does  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Has  large  manufacturing  settlements? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  the  largest  in  the  dty. 
There  is  the  Aiigusta  factory,  the  Dartmouth  Mills,  the  Perkins  Manufacturing 
Company,  the  Enterprise  Manufacturing  Company,  the  Riverside  Mills,  and 
nearly  all  of  the  hands  of  the  G^rgia  Railroad  and  the  Electric  Railway  Company 
live  in  that  ward. 

Q.  Was  there  a  large  crowd  there  that  day? — A.  On  account  of  the  approaches 
being  built  in  front  of  the  windows  I  could  not  well  see  the  crowd  on  the  street. 
There  was  a  large  crowd  before  my  window,  to  a  certain  extent.  I  don*t  think  I 
ever  saw  more  than  ten  or  twelve  people  at  a  time  in  front  of  me  on  account  of 
those  approaches. 

Q.  Dia  you  see  any  signs  of  repeating  there  that  day? — ^A.  Not  that  I  recollect. 
If  a  man  came  up  and  called  his  name  and  we  found  his  name  on  the  list  we 
allowed  him  to  vote.  Some  man  would  come  up  to  vote  and  we  would  find  his 
name  was  voted  and  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  vote.  For  instance,  the  name  of 
John  Williams  may  have  been  on  the  list  12  times  and  we  could  not  tell  which 
was  which. 


O.  You  followed  the  list  strictly? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


No  matter  whether  a  man's  name  was  on  the  list  or  not  you  would  not  let 
him  repeat?~A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  I  came  up  there  and  you  knew  my  name  was  J.  £.  Lamar  you  would  not 
let  me  vote  under  the  name  of  John  Smith? — A.  No,  sir.  A  colored  man  came 
there  whom  I  knew  lived  in  South  Carolina  and  I  turned  him  down  without  even 
asking  his  name. 

<^.  You  did  not  know  whether  his  name  was  on  the  list  or  not? — A.  No,  sir;  and 
I  did  not  care. 

Q.  How  was  the  election  conducted  for  regularity  and  fairness? — A.  So  far  as 
I  would  see  it  was  as  fair  as  could  be.  Everything  was  carried  on  in  a  straight- 
forward manner. 

Q.  The  votes  were  counted  as  they  were  cast?— A.  Yes,  sir.  After  the  election 
was  over  the  boxes  were  ox>ened  and  the  votes  were  counted.  We  did  not  chanse 
any  tickets.  The  count  was  fair,  and  was  made  in  the  presence  of  all  the  clerks 
and  managers.  We  opened  one  box  at  the  time  and  each  man  counted  after  tiie 
other,  counting  50  ballots  at  a  time,  and  then  that  number  would  be  entered  on 
the  tally  sheet. 

(^.  You  saw  nothinfc  wrong  there  that  day  at  all?— A.  No,  sir;  and  I  do  not 
bebeve  there  was  anything  wrong  there. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq.: 

You  are  not  a  native  of  this  country? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

You  are  a  native  of  what  country? — A.  Germany. 

You  are  what  is  known  as  a  German  Jew? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

What  nationality  are  you  known  as? — ^A,  German,  strictly. 

Israelites  bom  in  Ghermany  are  called  German  Hebrews? — A.  Yes.  sir.    A 

man  could  have  any  religion  he  wanted  to,  but  it  would  not  change  his  nationality. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  been  a  resident  of  Au&psta  for  about  thirty  years?— 

A.  Yes,  sir.    I  have  been  here  since  1865,  with  the  exception  of  1867  and  1868. 

when  I  was  in  New  York.  m 

Q.  You  were  one  of  the  election  managers  at  that  precinct? — A.  Yes,  sir;^d 
Mr.  Neibling  and  Mr.  Carter  were  the  others. 

Q.  Both  of  the  other  managers  are  Democratic  in  their  politics,  are  they  not?— 
A.  I  don't  know.  I  had  never  known  Mr.  Carter  before,  except  to  see  him.  Mr. 
Carter  was  not  originally  appointed  by  Judge  Eve  to  serve  as  a  manager.  Mr. 
Connor  was  appointed,  and  ne  did  not  appear. 


Q.  You  don  t  know  Mr.  Carter's  politics? — A.  No._8ir. 


So  far  as  you  know,  he  is  a  Democrat? — A.  He  affliates  with  the  factory 
X)edple,  but  I  don't  know  his  politics. 

Q.  Mr.  Neibling  is  a  Democrat?— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  so  am  I.    I  have  always  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket. 


Q.  Were  you  present  in  the  election  of  1834?— A.  Yes,  sir. 


And  in  1892?— No,  sir;  I  was  in  Columbia  County  in  1892.  I  came  to 
Augusta,  however,  late  in  the  day,  in  time  to  vote,  before  the  polls  closed. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating  or  other  irregularities  in  the  election  of  1894?— A 
No,  sir;  I  was  a  manager  in  that  election. 

Q.  Where?— A.  At  the  Fourth  Ward. 
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Q.  At  the  same  precinct?— A.  Tee,  sir.  There  was  no  registration  law  then, 
hat  there  was  for  the  last  election. 

Q.  Yon  saw  no  repeating  in  1894,  and  no  other  evidence  of  fraud?— A.  No,  sir; 
there  were  attempts  made,  bnt  I  turned  them  down  in  1894  whenever  the  effort 
was  made  on  either  side. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  during  this  election  of  1896  there  were  some  attempts  to  vote 
in  names  of  other  people,  which  you  turned  down? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  turned  down  the  x>eople  you  knew? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  also  turned  down 
those  whose  name  did  not  correspond  with  the  name  on  the  registration  list.  If  a 
man  said  his  name  was  G.  L.  £&own,  and  the  list  showed  the  name  was  G.  M. 
Brown,  we  turned  him  down. 

Q.  Where  you  did  not  know  the  x>erson  who  attempted  to  vote,  and  did  not 
know  the  person  whose  name  was  on  the  list,  you  would  be  powerless  to  protect 
the  election  against  fraudulent  votes?— A.  We  had  to  be  guided  by  the  list,  and 
give  the  voter  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

Q.  There  may  have  been  instances  of  that  kind  that  occurred?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  attempts  to  vote  a  second  time  where  the  name  had  been 
voted  once,  and  some  other  iMirty  would  come  up  and  trv  to  vote  that  name? — A. 
I  dont  remember  any  cases  of  that  kind.  At  this  time  1  don't  recollect  any  such 
occurrence.  Some  came  there  who  did  not  live  in  the  ward,  but  thought  they 
were  entitled  to  vote  there.  They  were  registered  in  another  ward,  and  would 
have  to  vote  in  that  other  ward. 

Q.  Did  the  Democrats  have  a  representative  just  outside  the  polls  in  1895?— A. 
No,  sir;  there  were  two  or  three  policemen  there. 

Q.  Did  either  of  the  policemen  nave  a  list? — A.  No,  sir;  they  were  only  there  to 
keep  the  peace. 

Q.  There  was  nobody  there  with  a  list  outside  the  window?— A.  No,  sir;  not 
that  I  saw. 

Who  took  the  votes  at  your  box? — A.  I  did. 
You  took  them  directly  from  the  voter?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Did  you  take  the  votes  the  entire  day,  or  did  you  leave  some  man  in  your 
place  during  the  day? — A.  I  think  I  was  there  the  entire  seven  hours,  from  8  until 
^,  with  the  x)06sible  exception  of  a  few  minutes. 

Q.  You  say  you  voted  two  or  three  votes  per  minute  during  the  day? — ^A.  Some- 
times during  the  day;  at  spells. 

Q.  Did  you  not  average  about  two  votes  every  three  minutes? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  but 
in  the  council  election  we  voted  over  200  in  an  hour  at  one  box. 

Q.  That  woidd  be  over  three  per  minute? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  man  calls  his  name, 
the  check  clerk  sees  it,  the  manager  numbers  it,  and  in  it  goes.  We  have  voted 
three  per  minute  in  Congressional  elections  and  in  other  similar  elections. 

Q.  So  that  it  is  entirely  practicable  to  vote  three  votes  per  minute?— A.  Yes,  sir; 
if  there  is  no  challenging  or  an}r  disturbance.    I  have  done  it  in  the  white  box. 
You  say  you  saw  nothing  illegal  there  that  day? — A.  No,  sir. 
You  have  always  been  a  Democrat  and  voted  that  ticket? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Did  you  make  any  contribution  to  the  campaign  fund  in  1895  or  in  1804? — 
A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  about  1892? — A.  No,  sir:  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  complaints  that  day  of  illegal  voting? — A.  Not  to  me  -per- 
flonally. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  to  any  of  the  other  managers? — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not 
notioe  what  the  others  did.    I  attended  to  my  own  dox. 

Q.  You  were  closely  confined  in  watching  your  box? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  would  have  been  very  easy  for  voters  to  repeat  on  you  if  you  had  not 
known  the  parties?— A.  No,  sir;  not  very  easy.  There  were  rour  of  us  there,  and 
either  one  could  have  made  objection  to  me,  and  I  would  have  stopped  it. 

Q.  If  the  voter  had  not  been  known  to  either  of  these  gentlemen  you  could  not 
have  known  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  whether  it  was  done  or  not  in  some  instances? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  going  to  Columbia  County  in  1892?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  living  there,  or  did  you  go  there  to  attend  the  election?— A.  I  went 
thore  to  see  my  friends  that  I  knew  and  to  show  them  the  terrible  error  they  were 
committing  in  supporting  Tom  Watson. 


Q.  You  went  out  to  work  for  Major  Black?— A.  Yes.  sir. 


You  went  to  advise  your  friends  not  to  commit  the  foolishness  of  voting  for 
a  man  like  Watson? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  live  in  that  neighborhood?— A.  No,  sir;  but  I  had  been  dealing 
with  those  people  for  years,  and  I  had  favored  them  and  knew  my  influence  was 
worth  som^hing. 
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Q.  How  many  votes  did  yoa  carry  for  Major  Black?— A.  I  don*t  know.  I  think 
I  kept  more  from  voting  than  did  go.    They  were  afraid  and  trembling. 

Q.  Yon  think  yon  kept  more  from  going  than  did  go? — A.  They  were  afraid  to 
vote  for  Black,  and  the  best  I  could  do  with  them  was  to  keep  them  from  votinfc 
for  Watson. 

Q.  Yon  were  not  offered  any  personal  violence,  were  yon? — A.  No,  sir;  not  in 
1892. 

Q.  Did  you  go  up  there  again  in  1895?— A.  No,  sir:  I  stayed  here.  My  place  of 
business  is  in  line  with  Columbia  County,  and  they  pas^  very  near  it  in  going 
back  and  forth. 

Q.  IMd  you  carry  any  money  up  there? — A.  No,  sir;  except  for  my  own  use. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  up  there  at  work  for  Major  Black? — A.  The  first 
time  I  remained  two  days,  and  the  second  time  I  think  two  or  three  days.  A  rain 
set  in,  and  the  day  of  the  election  I  came  home. 


Q.  That  is  not  your  home?— A.  No,  ar. 


You  have  no  relatives  there? — A.  No,  sir;  but  I  have  numerous  friends  up 
there. 

Q.  You  were  there  on  the  day  of  the  election?— A.  Yes,  sir;  in  1892,  about  half 
a  day. 

8.  Did  you  offer  to  pav  anything  to  people  to  vote  for  Black?— A.  No,  sir. 
.  Did  von  ^ve  anybody  any  money  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the  elec^ 
tion? — A.  !no,  sir.    I  stayed  over  to  see  what  was  going  on  and  to  see  what  was 
being  done. 

S.  That  was  at  Mayville? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  first  district. 
.  You  were  not  forced  to  leave  there  during  the  day? — A.  No,  sir.    I  left  of 
my  volition  and  wish. 

Q.  You  are  an  ardent  friend  of  Major  Black*s,  I  presume? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  socially 
ana  politically. 

Q.  You  say  you  don't  recollect  whether  you  contributed  to  the  campaign  fund 
in  1892?— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  in  money.  I  contributed  that  trip,  and  paid  my 
expenses.    I  volunteered  to  go,  and  went,  and  paid  my  own  expenses. 

Q.  And  you  talked  and  worked  for  Major  Black  while  you  were  there,  and  did 
everything  but  spend  money  for  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Q.  And  in  1894  you  were  a  manager? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Was  your  selection  in  recognition  of  your  i>ast  services  to  Major  Black? — ^A. 
No'  sir;  I  don't  think  so.  I  don't  think  there  would  be  any  reward  in  that  case, 
because  it  is  a  very  mean  position  to  hold. 

S.  Have  you  ever  held  office? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  have  and  never  wilL 
.  You  are  a  naturalized  citizen,  I  presume? — ^A.  I  am.    I  came  to  this  country 
when  I  was  15  years  old,  and  am  49  now. 

Q.  You  have  been  in  business  ever  since? — A.  I  have  been  in  buedness  since  187S 
or  l874  on  my  own  account. 

You  do  a  dry  goods  business? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Is  your  business  small  or  large?— A.  It  is  of  medium  size. 
Your  sales  are  how  much  per  year? — A.  I  don't  consider  that  any  of  your 
business.    I  will  say.  however,  that  we  are  doing  a  fair  business,  and  pay  our  oills 
as  we  go,  and  our  standing  is  Al  in  the  community. 

Q.  If  you  have  no  objection,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  the  volimie  of  your  busi- 
ness.-A.  I  suppose  we  do  in  the  neighborhood  of  |9,000  a  year.  There  are  two 
brothers  of  us — '*  J.  Baum  &  Bro." 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  the  size  of  the  vote  in  the  Fourth  Ward  in  1895? — A.  Not 
exactly,  no,  sir. 

(J.  You  don't  know  whether  or  not  the  entire  list  was  voted. — A.  That  is  Bosae- 
thing  that  seldom,  if  ever,  happens;  there  are  almost  always  some  thai  do  not 
vote;  a  certain  percentage  are  always  left  on  the  list. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  many  were  left  in  the  Fourth  Ward  unvoted? — ^A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  When  a  name  is  voted,  is  that  name  checked  off  or  stricken  from  the  list?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

8.  Then  you  proceed  on  down  the  list?— A.  Yes,  sir:  as  the  voters  come  up. 
.  Those  that  are  imvoted  remain  unstricken? — ^A.  I  did  not  do  that  work;  that 
was  the  check  clerk's  work.    I  could  see  the  list  at  any  time  I  wished.    I  took  the 
ballots  and  numbered  and  deposited  them. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  then,  you  did  not  notice  the  list  after  the  voting  closed?— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that 

Q.  You  could  have  done  so?— A.  Oh,  yes;  I  could  have  done  so,  but  I  was  not 
the  check  olerk. 

Q.  Was  the  voting  very  rapid  at  times  during  the  day?— A.  Yea;  I  suppose  bo, 
in  spells. 
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Q.  As  rapidly  as  yon  could  take  them  in?— A.  At  times  it  was.  I  think  we  had 
between  600  and  700  votes. 

Q.  That  was  about  li  per  minute — so,  that,  the  voting  sometimes  was  mucli 
heavier  than  at  other  times?— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  generally  very  lively  at  the  start, 
and  at  the  dinner  hour. 

Redirect-examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq.: 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if,  during  the  thirty  years  you  have  been  in  business  here, 
YOU  have  not  accumulated  some  property? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  are  a  liberal  taxpayer?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Pay  all  bills  presented? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

U.  Your  credit  is  No.  1? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  violence  o^ered  to  you  at  any  time  other  than  1892  by  the  Popu- 
lists?— A.  Yes,  sir;  in  1895.  I  think  it  was  two  days  before  the  election  that  & 
man  named  King«  a  Populist,  who  lives  in  Columbia  County,  came  to  me  and 
said,  "  Yon  had  better  not  ^o  to  Columbia  County  anymore  electioneering;  if  you 
do  we  will  fix  vou."  He  said  further,  **  You  had  better  look  out.  We  are  coming 
down  here  and  do  you  all  up."  He  had  on  a  heavy  overcoat  and  had  his  pocketa 
fall  of  something.  I  notified  the  police  that  I  believed  that  there  would  be  a  gang 
to  come  from  Columbia  County  and  interfere  with  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  si^s  of  weapons  about  this  man? — A.  No,  sir.  He  led  me 
to  believe  that  he  had  his  pockets  full  of  powder  and  shot.  His  pockets  were  very 
heavy  and  weighted  down,  and  when  he  spoke  he  shook  his  pockets,  impWing,  as 
I  thought,  that  he  was  '*  fixed."  Others  made  the  remark  that  Judge  Niebling» 
one  of  the  managers,  was  going  to  be  killed. 

Q.  Killed  by  whom?— A.  That  mob. 

Becross  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

O.  Did  you  see  that  mob? — A.  No,  sir. 

(j.  You  don't  know  there  was  any  mob?— A.  I  never  saw  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  King's  initials? — A.  No,  sir;  but  I  can  find  out  if  you  wish 
it.    I  know  four  or  five  Kings,  and  know  which  one  he  is. 

Q.  Doyou  know  where  he  lives? — A.  He  did  live  in  the  neighborhood  of  Grove- 
town.  There  are  several  other  Kings,  but  I  know  the  one  1  mean.  He  is  about 
30  years  old,  is  about  5  feet  4  inches  high,  weighs  about  160  pounds,  and  had  red 
side  whiskers. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  he  intended  that  as  a  joke? — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  in 
earnest. 

Q.  Was  he  drinking? — A.  No,  sir;  and  I  was  led  to  believe  that  he  was  telling 
the  truth.  I  wUl  tell  you  something  else.  When  I  was  in  Columbia  County  in 
1^02, 1  set  out  to  go  to  Holland  plantation,  and  the  rain  stopped  me  from  going 
and  I  went  to  Mr.  Armstrong's  place.  The  Populists  thought  that  I  was  going  to 
Holland,  and  a  colored  woman  told  me  that  they  had  a  meeting  in  her  house  and 
liad  fixed  to  carry  me  off. 

Q.  To  carry  you  where? — A.  To  send  me  home.  This  colored  woman's  name 
ifi  Annie  Evans.  It  rained  very  heavily,  and  the  weather  kept  me  from  going  to 
the  Holland  place. 

Q.  You  were  out  electioneering  among  the  colored  people? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and 
among  he  whites. 

Q.  You  did  more  work  among  the  colored  people  than  among  the  whites? — A. 
There  are  more  colored  people  than  white  who  lived  in  Columbia  County,  and  you 
can  draw  your  own  conclusions.  This  colored  woman  told  those  Populists,  "  You. 
can  not  bother  IVIr.  Baum.    I  have  ahorse  and  buggy,  and  can  send  him  home." 

Q.  Where  did  ^ou  spend  that  night? — A.  I  spent  the  first  night  with  Jim  David* 
SOD.  right  opposite  Judge  Snead's  house  (Jim  Davidson  now  lives  in  Augusta), 
and  the  second  night  with  James  McAndrews,  near  Morris  Station.  That  was  the 
first  time  I  went  up  there.  The  second  time  I  went  there  I  went  up  to  Luke's 
district,  and  stayed  with  Mr.  Moore. 
i  Q.  You  were  mostly  going  and  talking?— A.  Yes,  sir;  traveling  around  and 
talkinff  to  them. 

Q.  You  did  not  stop  to  sleep  much? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  slept  at  night. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  was  reported  that  you  were  around  tiiroujzh  that  coun- 
try with  a  lot  of  boodle  for  the  purpose  of  buying  voters  for  Black?-— A.  No,  sir? 
I  oerer  saw  any  for  sale. 

Q.  And  that  you  had  $500  in  money  for  such  purpose? — A  There  was  no  sucIl 
Import  that  I  heard  of;  I  have  never  heard  any  such. 

Q.  This  report  about  your  being  escorted  to  Augusta  was  simply  what  this 
woman  Annie  Evans  told  you?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Yon  don*t  know  whether  she  intended  it  as  a  joke  or  not?— A  She  is  a 
tmthfnl  woman,  and  it  was  not  intended  as  a  joke. 

Q.  You  were  offered  no  violence? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  got  in  there  on  the  day  of  the  election?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  got  in  there 
about  dinner  time. 

8.  That  was  a  very  spirited  election,  was  it  not?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
.  And  that  precinct  was  largely  Populistic? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  think  there  were 
325  Populists  and  20  or  35  Democrats;  tnat  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  You  were  offered  no  violence?— A.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  do  an3rthijiif  to  be 
offered  violence  for.  I  heard  remarks  made,  but  I  was  not  fool  enoogh  to  go 
and  butt  my  head  against  a  wall.  I  was  up  there  in  the  hands  of  my  friends,  had 
a  pleasant  time,  came  back  home  safe  and  sound,  and  after  I  came  back  to  Augusta 
voted  for  Major  Black  in  the  Third  Ward,  which  afforded  me  a  great  d^  of 
pleasure. 

JuL-ius  Bacm. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  January  80, 1806. 

Thursday,  January  SO^  1S9€. 

Present  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq.;  present  for  contestee.  Boy  kin  Wright, 
esq.,  and  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

BOWDRE  PHINIZY,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  is  your  profession? — A.  I  am  a  lawyer,  and  am  also  interested  in  the 
publication  of  the  Augusta  Evening  Herald. 

Q.  Are  you  one  of  &e  proprietors  of  the  Augusta  Evening  Herald,  a  jounul 
published  in  this  city? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Before  going  into  your  profession,  where  did  you  get  your  education?— A.  I 
was  for  four  years  at  a  {preparatory  school  in  Tennessee;  spent  four  years  at 
Princeton  College,  graduating  in  1802;  took  a  post-graduate  course  of  four  years 
at  the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  and  read  law  for  one  year  in  the  offtce  of  Ham- 
ilton Phinizy,  esq., in  this  city. 

Q.  Whose  office  are  you  now  in? — A.  Maj.  Joseph  B.  Cumming's. 

Q.  During  the  campaign  which  ended  in  the  election  of  October  2, 1805,  between 
Hr.  Thomas  E.  Watson  and  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Black,  for  a  seat  in  Congress,  did  yon 
aid  in  the  organization  of  any  association  or  league  in  behalf  of  the  sncoessof 
Major  Black? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  aid.  I  was  interested  in  the  organization  known  as 
the  **  Young  Men's  Democratic  Club,"  formed  by  the  ^oungmen  of  this  city,  with 
two  purposes  in  view — one  was  to  insure  honest  elections,  and  the  other  was  the 
success  of  the  Democratic  nominee. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  origin  of  that  association,  and  what  connection  you  had 
personally  with  it? — A.  Some  five  or  six  of  the  young  men  of  this  city  met  one 
afternoon  and  discussed  the  advisability  of  such  an  organization,  and  the  re- 
sult of  that  was  that  lists  were  circulated  for  si^^natures,  saying  that  the  young 
Democrats  of  Richmond  County  were  interested  m  having  an  honest  election;  in- 
terested in  Democratic  success;  that  it  was  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city, 
<x>unty,  and  district;  that  they  pledge  themselves  and  join  such  an  association, 
and  work  for  those  two  objects — ^honest  elections  and  the  success  of  Major  Black. 
I  held  the  office  of  a  director,  or  member  of  the  executive  committee,  and  was 
probably  chairman  of  the  meeting  that  organized  this  club. 

Q.  You  were  presiding  as  the  first  presiding  officer  of  this  club  when  they  met 
to  organize,  in  Armory  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  during  the  summer  of  1805?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  trend  of  your  introductory  remarks? — A.  As  far  as  I 
remember,  it  was  along  the  line  I  have  suggested;  that  it  was  a  good  thing  for 
the  young  Democrats  to  take  an  interest  in  politics;  that  the  older  I)emocrats  had 
borne  the  brunt  of  the  very  successful  campaigns  in  their  contests  against  the 
Populists,  and  that  it  was' time  for  the  young  men  to  assert  themselves,  and  we 
wanted  an  active  interest  taken  by  the  voung  Democrats,  and  at  the  same  time 
wanted  to  make  the  election  as  clean  ana  as  fair  as  possible.  That  was  the  gen- 
eral idea  of  my  remarks  and  of  the  organization. 

Q.  When  the  organization  was  perfected,  and  other  prominent  citizens  in  the 
community  took  part  in  the  organization  by  their  oratorical  efllorts  and  their  work. 
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what  was  the  trend  of  their  oratorical  efforts  on  that  line? — A.  As  far  as  I  recol- 
lect, the  trend  of  the  speeches  that  evening  were  to  the  effect  that  it  was  necessary 
that  the  Democrats  get  together,  and  to  work  individually  and  collectively  for 
Democratic  success;  and  there  was  an  undercurrent— a  very  strong  unclercur- 
rent — of  feeling  that  this  election  was  to  be  as  clean  and  as  fair  as  possible. 

Q.  Wbo  had  the  editorial  direction  of  the  newspaper  known  as  the  Augusta 
Evening  Herald,  the  leading  and  only  evening  Democratic  journal  in  Richmond 
County?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  substance  of  the  line  that  you  indicated  in  those  editorials 
is  being  in  the  interest  of  the  party?  And  also  produce,  if  you  have  them  with  you, 
the  editorials  themselves,  and  attach  them  to  your  evidence  as  exhibits. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  witness  stating  anything  that  appeared  in  the 
Augusta  Herald  at  the  time,  as  being  a  matter  irrelevant  to  this  contest;  as  being 
merely  a  matter  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  writer  of  those  articles,  and  one 
about  which  no  proof  could  be  obtained  that  the  same  governed  or  controlled  the 
Democratic  party  in  their  methods  or  in  their  actions  during  that  campaign.) 

Witness.  I  can  answer  that  question  bv  sasing  that  the  Herald,  in  season  and 
oat  of  season,  ur^ed  upon  the  individual  voters  and  upon  all  the  managers  the 
necessity  of  makmg  this  election  clean,  and  of  making  the  registration  list  bona 
fide.  Ab  far  as  the  policy  of  the  paper  is  concerned,  it  was  a  Democratic  partisan. 
We  wanted  to  see  Democratic  success.  But,  at  the  same  time,  we  urged  upon  all 
Democrats  the  necessity  of  making  the  contest  such  a  one  that  we  could  wm  with 
pride  or  lose  with  honor.  I  have  not  those  editorials  with  me,  but  will  take  great 
pleasure  in  marking  them  and  attaching  them  to  my  evidence. 

Q.  What  is  the  circulation  of  the  Herald  in  the  county  of  Richmond,  as  com- 
piled with  the  other  papers  here? — ^A.  The  Herald  has  a  bona  fide  circulation  of 
about  2,500. 

Q.  How  does  that  compare  with  either  the  Democratic  journal — the  Chronicle— 
or  the  Populist  paper— tue  Tribune? — A.  I  can  not  speak  very  much  about  the  cir- 
culation of  the  Tribune,  but  1  don't  think  they  have  more  than  about  500.  But  I 
can  state  something  about  the  circulation  of  the  other  i)aper,  the  Chronicle,  which 
we  have  investigated  somewhat,  and  1  think  they  have  aoout  700. 

Q.  Yon  sav  your  paper  has  twice  as  much  circulation  as  both  of  the  other  papers 
in  the  citv  of  Augustar — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  those  documents  were  written  in  and  out  of  season  in  your 
paper,  urging  that  the  ballot  box  be  purged  and  a  fair  election  had?— A.  Yes,  sir; 
all  during  the  cami^aign. 

You  are  21  years  of  age,  I  believe? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Yon  voted  in  that  election?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Where? — A,  At  the  Second  Ward — the  court-house. 
Do  you  know  Mr.  James  Barrett? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Is  he  not  a  leading  Populist  in  the  county  of  Richmond? — A.  He  is  probably 
the' leading  Populist,  being  chairman,  as  I  understand  it,  of  the  Populist  executive 
committee. 

Do  you  remember  meeting  him  at  the  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Who  were  you  in  comply  with  when  you  met  him? — A.  Mr.  O.  R.  Eve. 
Where  were  you  at  the  time? — A.  Here  in  the  court-house  yard. 
What  was  the.  apparent  conduct  aroimd  the  polls  that  day  as  to  tranouillity 
of  the  election,  freedom  from  intimidation  or  interference,  and  a  generally  fair 
election? — A.  It  was  a  remarkably  quiet  election. 

Q.  There  was  no  evidence,  to  your  mind,  of  fraud  being  committed  openly  and 
publicly,  or  anything  of  that  kind? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  will  you  state  any  conversation  that  occurred  between  you  and  Mr.  James 
Barrett,  and  who  was  present  when  that  conversation  occurred? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  any  evidence  of  any  conversation  between  the 
witness  and  Mr.  Barrett  during  the  progress  of  that  election,  the  same  being 
irrelevant,  illegal,  and  impertinent.) 

WrrxESS.  Mr.  Barrett  was  sitting  on  the  steps  here  at  the  court-house,  laughing 
and  tflJking  with  some  Democratic  workers.  I  had  heard  a  rumor  that  he  had 
sent  out  inflammatory  telegrams  to  the  Populist  managers  in  the  various  counties 
in  this  district,  stating  that  there  had  been  intimidation  and  violence  and  fraud 
carried  on  by  the  Democrats  down  here,  and  the  idea  of  sending  out  such  tele- 
Srams  was  to  excite  and  work  up  the  feelings  of  the  voters  in  the  f^opulistic  coun- 
tiet  in  the  district.  In  the  investigation  of  that  rumor  I  called  Mr.  Barrett  aside 
and  asked  him  how  the  election  was  going.  He  said  it  was  very  quiet,  indeed.  I 
ai^ked  him  if  he  or  any  of  the  Populists  had  any  complaint  to  make  at  all  as  to  the 
way  the  election  was  being  conducted,  or  if  he  saw  any  fraud,  or  was  not  being 
treated  fairly  and  squarely,  or  the  Populists  were  not  being  given  a  chance  to 
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TOte.  He  said  he  had  no  complaint  to  make;  that  he  had  seen  no  frand  himself: 
that  the  only  thing  he  had  heard— and  that  was  a  rnmor  and  he  had  not  inresti- 
gated  it— was  thiit  some  Populist  negro  voters  in  the  Fourth  T^ard  had  not  betn 
allowed  to  vote.  He  said  that  was  only  a  rumor.  He  told  me  positively,  in 
answer  to  the  question,  that  he  had  sent  out  no  telegrams  saying  that  the  Popu- 
lists were  being  intimidated  or  heing  kept  away  from  the  polls. 

Q.  The  general  trend  of  his  remarks  to  you  was  that  it  was  a  fair  election?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

(^.  And  that  he,  as  chairman  of  the  Populist  executive  committee,  had  no  com- 
plamt  to  make? — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Who  was  with  you?— A.  Mr.  O.  R.  Eve.  And  that  interview  with  Mr. 
Bsfrett  was  published  in  the  Herald  of  that  afternoon. 

CroBB-ezamination  by  B.  M.  Gro6b,  Esq.: 

O.  The  Herald  was  subjected  to  considerable  criticism  by  the  Democratic  preas 
and  by  the  leading  Democrats  in  Augusta  for  its  advocacy  of  honest  metiiods, 
was  it  not,  during  that  campaign? — A.  Of  course  any  policy  that  a  newspaper 
advocaten  Is  liable,  more  or  less,  to  be  subject  to  criticism.  All  its  readers  are 
naturally  critics.  We  were  approached  a  great  manv  times  by  our  readers  and 
^ubscrililers  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  paper,  but  we  wanted  to  make  it  an 
independent  Democratic  newspaper  and  those  criticisms  did  not  prevent  us  from 
doing  what  we  thought  right  m  the  campaign. 

Q.  There  were  numerous  complaints  that  your  policy  was  entirely  too  lenient 
toward  the  Populist  party,  were  there  not? — ^A.  1  don  t  remember  exactly  thai 
criticism. 

Q.  To  make  my  meaning  perhaps  clearer,  were  you  not  asked  l^  3ronr  critios 
and  by  your  readers,  and  especially  by  your  partisan  Democratic  subscribers,  to 
throw  hot  shot  into  the  Pojiulist  camp,  and  did  not  the  idea  prevail  that  the  suc^ 
cess  of  Major  Black*s  campaign  was  a  thing  more  to  be  desired  than  this  purging 
of  l^e  ballot  box  or  an  honest  election? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don^  think  that  idea  was 
ever  advanced  to  me  at  all.  If  anyone  had  used  those  arguments  1  dan*t  think 
they  would  have  had  any  weight  at  all.  Personally  I  wanted  to  see  Migor  Black 
elected  very  much,  but  I  don  t  think  we  would  have  taken  the  stand  that  we 
wanted  to  see  him  elected  at  any  cost  or  by  any  methods. 

Q.  I  dont  mean  that  your  paper  would  have  changed  its  politics  or  that  vou 
'Would  have  been  influenced,  but  were  you  not  importuned  on  that  line?  Was 
not  the  feeling  of  the  partisan  Democrats  in  Augusta  toward  your  paper  this: 
That  you  were  advocating  reforms  at  a  time  when  the  Democratic  party  could 
not  afford  to  be  too  careful  about  their  methods? — A.  I  don't  exactly  see  how  I 
can  answer  that  question  more  than  I  have.  Do  you  want  me  to  speak  of  the 
feeling  of  the  Democratic  party  generally? 

Q.  Ko;  I  want  you  to  give  the  ultra  Democratic  partisan's  desire  as  to  t^e 
policy  of  your  paper.  If  that  feeling  was  not  prevalent  in  the  community — ^that 
Major  Black's  success  in  this  election  was  a  thing  more  to  be  desired  than  an 
honest  election? — A,  I  can  not  speak  for  the  people  or  the  mans^pers  or  the  com- 
munity generally.  I  can  only  speak  of  my  own  feelings  and  for  the  x>olicy  of  tbe 
paper,  i  speak  truly  when  I  say  we  did  not  want  to  see  Major  Black  ^ected  at 
any  cost. 

Q.  That  was  your  personal  opinion  and  the  policy  of  the  paper? — A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  this  feeling  to  which  1  have  alluded;  that  is,  the 
feeling  that  party  success  just  at  this  time  was  more  important  than  an  honest 
election? — A.  That  is  pretty  hard  to  say.    How  would  that  feeling  be  exhibited? 

Q.  By  conversations  or  remarks  or  perhaps  letters. — A.  I  don't  think  I  could 
answer  that  letter  in  the  af&rmative.    i  am  not  in  a  position  to  say. 

Q.  You  don't  think  complaints  of  that  kind  were  brought  to  you — ^tfaat  your 
paper  was  too  mild,  too  clean? — A.  I  can  say  this:  Of  course,  in  the  pro^press  of 
the  campaign  we  were  approached  a  ^reat  many  times  by  people  with  t^eir  views 
on  certam  questions.  A  great  many  times  those  views  did  not  coincide  with  oora. 
We  considered  and  weigned  every  proposition,  and  did  what  we  thonght  was 
right  indraendent  of  that. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  hear  complaints  on  that  line  during  the  conduct  of  the 
campai^? — A.  Ko;  I  did  not  say  that.  I  say  we  were  approached  with  sugges- 
tions without  their  being  in  the  shape  of  criticiams. 

Q.  Some  of  those  suggestions  were  to  the  effect  that  the  success  of  Major  Black 
was  more  to  be  desired  at  that  time^  were  they  not?— A.  I  will  have  to  answer 
that  question  in  the  negative  and  say  they  were  not.  I  have  no  recollection  <d 
4hat  question  ever  being  put  to  me  in  that  way.  Of  eourse,  I  betiere  that  under- 
lying all  those  suggoetions  was  his  success. 
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Q.  Was  there  this  feeling  prevailing  somewhat:  We  will  talk  honest  methods; 
we  will  advocate  fairness;  but  we  wilTput  in  the  votes  for  Major  Black  regardless 
of  methods.  Did  yon  discover  evidence  of  feelings  of  that  sort  anywhere  among 
the  leaders  of  the  Democracy  in  Richmond  County? — A.  No,  sir;  I  can  not  say 
that  I  did. 

Q.  Was  there  this  sort  of  a  feeling  among  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party: 
That  men  who  were  advocating  reforms,  and  men  who  were  not  up  in  the  prac- 
tical politics,  should  be  put  in  such  places  in  the  ranks  of  the  party  or  given  such 
wDrk  as  would  not  bring  them  in  contact  with  anything  like  questionable  meth- 
ods; and  men  who  were  less  conscientious  about  things  of  that  sort  were  required 
to  do  what  is  commonl;^  termed  '*  dirty  work '  ? — A.  u  there  was  any  such  feeling 
as  that,  I  do  not  know  it. 

Q.  In  your  discussions  in  the  Young  Men's  Democratic  Club,  was  thdre  such  a 
feeling  as  this:  That  the  Young  Men's  Democratic  Club  were  pledged  to  the  suc- 
cees  of  Major  Black  regardless  of  methods':* — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  discuss  in  your  meeting  the  possibility  of  a  Populist  success  at  any 
time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  feeling  prevalent  that  that  was  a  thing  greatly  to  be  deprecated? — 
A.  It  was. 

<3.  And  that  strenuous  means  were  justifiable  to  prevent  its  being  accom- 
Tdished? — A.  I  don*t  know  that  the  idea  of  ** strenuous  means'*  was  brought  out. 
^ut  every  means  that  was  le^al  and  ^ust  was  to  be  used  to  defeat  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  financial  part  of  the  work  of  the  Young  Men's 
Democratic  Club?— A.  That  club  was  subject  to  no  assessments. 

^   Did  you  receive  voluntarv  contributions? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
You  used  no  money  at  all  in  the  club? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

There  was  another  organization  known  as  the  Democratic  Executive  Com- 
mittee which  was  different  from  the  Young  Men's  Democratic  Club? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
g.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  executive  committee? — A.  No,  sir. 
.  That  was  the  committee  that  handled  the  finances  of  the  campaign,  was  H 
not? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you.    My  opinion  is  it  did  not. 

Q.  Yonr  club  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  distribution  of  the  finances? — A.  No, 

AT. 

Q.  Or  with  raising  money  to  conduct  the  campaign?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  money  was  used  by  the  Democratic  leaders  in  Bich* 
mond  County? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  contribute  to  this  last  campaign  anything  like  monev? — A.  I  think 
I  gave  $2  once  to  help  defray  the  expenses  of  the  opera  house  when  tne  Hon.  H.  W. 
J.  Ham  spoke  here.  I  don't  think  you  would  call  that  a  contribution  to  the 
campaign. 

S.  You  say  the  Herald  has  2,600  bona  fide  daily  subscribers  in  Bichmond  County 
the  city  of  Augusta? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
3.  And  the  Chronicle  about  700? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
.  How  do  they  compare  out  of  the  city?   Are  you  acquainted  with  the  compara- 
tive circulation  outside  of  the  city? — A.  No,  sir. 

Bedirect  examination  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cohex,  Esq.: 

Q.  Mr.  Gross  has  brought  out  on  the  cross-examination  that  the  Young  Men's 
Demciocratic  Club  were  determined  in  their  efforts  to  defeat  Mr.  Watson.  Can 
you  give  us  any  particular  reason  why  there  was  any  unusual  desire  on  the  part 
-of  the  Democrats  and  the  citizens  of  Augusta  generally  to  defeat  Mr.  Watson? — 
A.  The  idea  was  prevalent  that  from  comparing  the  political  questions,  the  social, 
industrial,  and  financial  standing  of  the  city,  county,  and  district,  and  of  the 
State,  would  be  very  much  endangered  by  Populist  success.  Mr.  Watson  was 
looked  upon  as  being  the  leader  of  a  great  many  vagaries  on  those  lines  of  econom- 
ics, finances,  and  political  ex[>eriment8,  and  we  thought,  as  citizens  of  the  commu- 
nity and  as  people  who  were  interested  in  its  welfare  and  its  best  interests,  that 
it  would  be  endangered  by  Populist  success.  Those  are  the  reasons  that  I  recall 
<3i  why  we  were  opxx)eed  to  Mr.  Watson.  It  was  not  so  much  to  the  man  as  t^e 
policies  he  advocated  and  the  following  he  had  in  this  county. 

Q.  What  was  tiie  character  of  the  following  Mr.  Watson  had  in  this  county? — 
A^Yf'eXit  for  the  most  part  it  was  an  inflammatory  and  izresponsifole  foUowing. 

Q.  Largely  composed  of  the  m:Ul  operatives  of  the  community?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

ReoroflS^ezamination  by  B.  M.  Gboss,  Esq.: 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  character  of  his  following  in  the  Populist  counties?— -A  To 
ji  oertain  extent. 
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Q.  What  is  the  character  of  his  following  in  the  Populist  comities?  Would  yon 
term  them  a  respectable  following? — A.  I  would,  eminently  so.  They  represent 
among  the  agricultural  classes  some  of  the  best  elements. 

Q.  Conservative  and  respectable  following  in  the  country;  and  I  suppose  you 
would  term  them  made  up  of  the  middle  class  of  farmers  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cohen: 

Q.  They  are  deluded  with  his  vagaries,  though? — A.  Evidently  so. 

BOWDRB  Phuozy. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmotid  County,  Oa, 

Dr.  J.  B.  MORGAN,  for  the  oontestee,  sworn : 
Direct  examination  by  C.  M.  Cohbn,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  is  your  profession  f — A.  X  am  a  physician  and  surgeon. 

Q.  Are  yon  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  your  profession  f — A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  held  any  position  in  your  profession  in  this  city  or  county  f — ^A. 
Tes,  sir:  I  was  city  physician  for  five  years. 

<^.  Wny  did  you  give  it  upf — A.  I  resided.  I  was  elected  for  five  years,  and 
resigned  because  it  interfered  with  my  private  practice  to  such  an  extent  that  I 
oonlu  not  attend  to  both.  I  had  to  give  np  one  or  the  other  and  I  resigned  the  posi- 
tion of  city  physician.  Some  months  after  I  resigned,  I  was  offered  and  aoeepted 
the  position  of  coroner's  physician  for  this  county,  and  I  still  hold  that  positioii,  as 
it  interferes  very  little  with  my  private  practice. 

Q.  Yon  have  some  connection  with  the  city  hospital f — A.  I  am  assistant  to  the 
doctor  of  surgery. 

Q.  I  suppose  it  is  unnecessary  to  ask  what  your  politics  aref — ^A.  I  am  a  Democrst. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  eler^tion  of  October  2, 1896.  between  Mr.  Watson  and 
Major  Black f — A.  I  do,  very  well;  I  was  at  the  polls  all  that  day,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  half  an  hour,  when  I  made  a  short  call  across  the  street. 

Q.  At  what  polls  were  yonf — A.  At  the  Fourth  Ward  polls. 

Q.  Were  you  in  any  official  capacity,  or  how  were  you  there  f — ^A.  I  was  there  in 
the  interest  of  Democracy  and  as  an  ardent  supporter  of  M^jor  Blaok.  At  the  time, 
I  was  considered  one  of  the  leaders  up  in  my  ward^  and  I  went  there  just  to  encour- 
age enthusiasm  for  him  and  see  in  every  way  possible  that  we  had  a  uir  and  square 
election. 

O.  You  say  you  were  there  during  the  entire  day,  with  the  exception  of  about  half 
an  hour  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What,  in  your  judgment,  was  the  conduct  of  that  election  as  to  fairness,  free- 
dom from  intimidation,  and  the  general  good  order  as  compared  with  other  elections 
that  you  have  seen  f — ^A.  I  think  it  was  as  fair  an  election  as  was  ever  held  in  the 
State  of  Georgia.  I  watched  closely  for  any  fraud.  I  know  of  my  own  knowledse 
that  dozens  of  men  were  prevented  from  voting  on  account  of  not  being  registered. 
It  is  always  the  case  here  with  our  negroes,  where  we  have  a  registration  law;  they, 

great  numbers  of  them,  imagine  that  one  registration  answers  for  all  elections.  1 
ave  never  seen  an  election  under  the  registration  law  here  that  that  condition  of 
affairs  did  not  exist— that  when  once  registered  they  think  that  registration  answers 
for  all  time  to  come,  and  unless  somebody  calls  their  attention  to  it  they  will  pre- 
sent themselves  to  vote  at  an  election  for  which  they  thought  themselves  registered, 
but  as  a  matter  of  fact  were  not.  I  know  there  was  a  ereat  deal  of  complaint.  I 
heard  it  from  dozens  and  dozens  on  the  outside,  and  I  asKed  them  what  was  the  mat- 
ter, and  they  would  sav  they  had  been  prohibited  from  voting  because  they  were 
not  registered.  And  I  know  that  in  our  conferences  prior  to  the  election  there  was 
an  agreement  and  a  strong  determination  upon  the  part  of  the  leadeis  in  our  ward 
that  we  were  to  have  a  fair  and  square  election,  so  that  no  one  could  say  anything 
against  it,  and  I  believe,  as  I  believe  anything  in  this  world,  that  as  far  as  was  in 
them  not  an  illegal  vote  was  allowed  to  be  pmled  there  that  day. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  about  the  approaches  built  in  front  of  the  windows 
where  the  ballots  were  taken.  State  the  object  of  the  erection  of  those  approaches, , 
and  what  has  been  the  practice  as  to  their  existence  in  the  city  of  Augusta  for  the  last  ] 
sixteen  years? — A.  I  have  been  here  for  ten  years,  and  have  taken  an  interest  in  poli- 
tics, as  1  think  every  good  citizen  ought  to  do,  and  they  have  been  here  more  or  less 
at  every  election  since  I  have  been  nere.  I  think  they  are  exceedingly  beneficial 
in  preserving  good  order,  keeping  the  crowd  separated,  and  expediting  the  voting. 
I  remember  to  have  seen  an  election  here  where  those  approaches  were  not  bnilt, 
and  there  were  a  dozen  fights  during  the  day.  The  men  were  crowding  one  another, 
and  there  had  to  be  a  cordon  of  police  formed  around  them  with  their  hands  locked, 
and  they  were  constantly  breaking  loose  to  stop  some  man  who  would  rutih  in  out  oi 
his  turn.  And  I  would  hate  to  see  an  election  where  some  method  was  not  provided 
to  separate  the  voters  and  allow  them  to  go  in  with  ease. 
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•  * 

Q.  Do  not  thoM  approaches  ffuarantee  almost  perfect  freedom  and  protection  for 
the  Toterf — A.  Thev  do,  as  well  as  ftom  intimfdlatiun.  I  know  that  on  the  day  of 
M^or  Black's  electfon,  when  complaint  was  made  that  somebody  was  not  allowed 
to  vot«,  or  something^  of  the  sort,  I  asked  permission  at  least  a  dozen  times  to  go  to 
the  window,  and  they  would  not  allow  anyone  in  there  that  I  saw. 

Q.  Did  each  party  have  a  representative  at  the  windotet— A.  I  think  so. 

(J.  While  at  the  polls,  were  yon  mingling  with  the  crowd  generally f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
jnst  about  through  the  crowd,  here  and  there  and  et^ry  where. 

Q.  What  was  ycMr  ability  as  to  seeing  the  sidewalk  on  Broad  street! — A.  I  conld 
see  it  both  ways — ^was  constantly  changing^  position. 

Q.  If  witnesses  for  the  contestant  testify  that  negroes  were  seen  to  come  on  the 
■idewalk  on  Broad  street  and  change  their  coats  and  hats,  so  as  to  disffiiise  their 
sppearanee,  is  it  true  or  not f— A.  It  Is  emphatically  false,  as  far  as  I  could  see — and 
I  was  in  a  position  to  have  seen  it. 

Q.  Could  it  have  occurred*  withont  your  seeing  itt — A.  There  might  have  been  an 
isolated  case  that  could  have  occurred.  Those  approaches  projected  out  into  the 
street.  Sometimes  it  happened  that  I  might  have  oeeu  below  the  approach  on  Broad 
itreet ;  another  time  I  nflight  have  been  above  it.  While  I  was  above  it,  such  a  thing 
mis:ht  have  occurred,  but  my  'position  was  usually  in  front,  where  1  commanded 
both  sides.     I  eertainly  never  saw  anything  there  that  even  anproximated  that. 

Q.  If  such  a  tiling  bad  occurred,  would  you  have  heard  of  itT — A.  I  most  assuredly 
would.    Somebody  would  have  called  uiy  attention  to  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  occurrence  of  such  a  thing  until  I  brought  it  to  your 
attention f — A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  There  was  a  large  force  of  police  there  that  day? — A.  Ves,  sir;  I  don't  remem- 
ber the  exact  number. 

Q.  Were  yon  familiar  with  the  rumors  in  the  conimutiity  as  to  any  anticipated 
trouble  f 

(Couteetant's  counsel  object  to  the  witness  testifying' to  che  rumors  that  were 
prevalent  in  the  commun  ity  at  the  time. )  - 

Witness.  We  had  heard,  of  course,  a  great  maiiv  rnmors — that  they  were  going  ^ 
to  come  and  take  the  polls;  that  they  were  armed;'  bad  guns  there  at  the  Enterprise 
Factory  and  in  Bassett's  pnotograph  establishment  arross  the  street,  and  were  going 
to  come  in  grvnt  force  and  take  charge  of  the  polls,  etc. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  anything  of  a  rumor  in  connection  with  the  departing  of  a 
colored  brother  from  this  spheret — A.  Yds,  sir;  I  did  not  pay  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  those  rumors.  I  did  not  think  there  was  much  in  them.  It  came  to  us  that 
the  way  they  were  going  to  stampede  the  nbgroes  was,  they  were  going  to  kill  one 
or  two  and  that  would  make  the  balance  leave. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  any  political  gaifherings  during  that  campaign^  especially  of 
that  ward f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  a  feVr:   -      - 

(^.  Do  yon  remember  that  the  trend  of  the  orators'  remarks  was  to  olfer  protection  ' 
to  the  colored  or  Republican  voters f —'A.  1  do;  distinctly. 

(Conteiitant's  eonDSe>  objnct  to  the  trend  of  the  orators'  remarks  on  those  occasions 
being  used  as  evidence  in  this  contest;  that  the  promises  of  the  Democratic  orators 
are  wild,  uncertain,  and  vagne.) 

WiTNKSs.  They  promised  that  the  colored  people  would  have  suflScient  protection. 
In  fact,  I  remember  Just  such  a  line  of  argument  as  this:  ''Those  threats  that  are 
made  against  you  by  the  Populist  party  don't  amount  to  anything,  for  we  guarantee 
joQ  absolute  protection ;  and  we  will  haye  police  enough  there  to  see  that  you  can 
rote  as  you  please.  You  need  not  stay  away  from  the  polls  on  account  of  those 
fears,"  and  on  that  line,  guaranteeing  them  absohite  protection. 

(^.  Can  you  state  your  reeolleetion  of  the  desire  of  the  leaders  of  that  ward  as  to 
the  cbaiaoter  of  the  election  .to  b<i  held  that  day! — A.  Most  distinctly.  As  I  said 
before,  we  held  meetinffs  on  that  line,  and  there  was  a  firm  resolve  upon  the  part  of 
ever^'one  connected  witn  the  Fourth  Ward  executive  committee  that,  as  far  as  within 
them  lay,  that  election  was  to  be  absolutely  fair,  square,  and  devoid  of  everything 
that  had  even  the  appearance  of  unfairness,  to  prevent  any  contest  in  the  future. 
That  was  particularly  mentioned  to  avoid  and  prevent  any  contest  and  this  taking 
of  all  this  mass  of  testimony.  We  had  a  registtatiou  law  then,  and  we  did  not  have 
the  year  before.  The  year  before,  the  voting  was  free,  nobody  was  registered, 
and  we  could  not  tell  who  was  entitled  to  vote  and  who  not.  But  at  this  time  we 
conld,  and  we  were  firmly  resolved  that  no  num  should  be  allowed  to  vote,  under  any 
circnmstaneeB,  whose  name  wae  not  absolutely  on  the  registration  list  and  entitled 
to  be  there. 

Q.  That  being  the  determination  of  the  executive  committee  of  that  ward,  how  was 
that  determination  carried  out  on  the  day  of  election  at  the  poUsf — A.  In  every  pos- 
■ible  manner  that  we  could;  and  I  believe  it  was  carried  out  absolutely  to  the  letter 
as  well  as  the  spirit.  If  it  was  my  last  on  earth,'I  would  take  a  solemn  oath  that  I 
think  that  election  was  as  fair  as  was  ever  conducted  in  the  State  of  Gfeorgia  in  ' 
every  respect. 
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ReoroBS-examinatioQ  by  B.  M.  Gross,  £»q. : 

Q.  Yon  say  you  remaiued  all  day  at  the  polls  working;  in  the  interest  of  Migor 
Black f — A.  YeS|  sir;  not  absolutely  working,  but  I  was  talking  to  one  hers  ud 
advising  one  there ;  I  was  away  from  the  polls  only  about  half  an  hoor. 

Q.  You  state  in  your  direct  examination  that  you  paid  no  attention  to  those 
rumors. — A.  I  said  not  a  great  deal  of  attention. 

Q.  You  did  not  reailly  think  there  was  any  foundation  for  themf — A.  I  hare  heard 
similar  rumors  so  often  that  I  did  not  put  much  credence  in  them. 

Q.  You  did  not  believe  them  f — A.  I  did  not  myself,  but  I  think  a  great  many  did. 

Q.  You  Just  regarded  them  as  merely  idle  rumors,  such  as  might  ciroalate  at  any 
timef — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  largely  that.  I  thought  it  was  done  simpl3'  to  intimidate  the 
negroes  and  keep  them  away  from  the  polls  if  possible.  As  far  as  the  shooting  was 
concerned,  I  had  not  the  slightest  apprehension  of  that.  I  knew  that  onr  police  were 
amply  able  to  protect  the  polls,  and  would  do  it  at  any  cost. 

Q.  This  rumor  did  not  have  the  desired  effect  of  keeping  away  the  colored  voter, 
did  itf — A.  No,  sir;  been  use  our  orators,  so  ably  led  by  Mr.  Cohen  and  others,  had 

E remised  them  absolute  protection.  There  was  some  talk  among  the  negroea.  I 
card  them  say  repeatedly,  ''They  say  we  must  not  go  to  the  polls  on  election  day, 
and  if  we  do  they  are  going  to  kill  us;  we  don't  want  to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  if 
we  are  going  to  be  hurt."  And  our  campaign  orators  about  through  the  ward,  in 
speeches  and  in  private  conversations  with  them,  guaranteed  them  abeolate  pro- 
tection. 

Q.  And  then  they  came  out  and  voted! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  had  the  effect  of  reassuring  them,  and  they  did  not  remain  away  from  the 
polls  on  account  of  any  threats  or  rumors  of  any  threats! — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  are  the  physician  to  the  coroner  of  this  county  nowf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  held  that  position  some  several  years! — A.  I  think  possibly  aboat  two 
years. 

Q.  You  were  not  where  you  could  see  the  votes  taken  and  deposited  by^  the  man* 
i^ers  except  when  you  went  to  vote  yourself! — ^A.  That  was  the  only  time  daring 
the  day. 

Q.  You  could  not  see  anything  of  the  detail  work  of  the  election  from  where  you 
stood! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  see  the  votes  taken  in.  They  woold  not  allow  any- 
body in  there  at  all  except  the  two  men  representing  eash  party.  1  tried  to  get  m 
several  times  during  the  day.  Possibly  there  would  oe  some  slight  trouble  over  an 
initial  or  a  letter  and  the  man  would  come  to  me,  recognizing  me  as  one  of  the  men 
in  authority  up  there,  and  would  say,  "  My  name  is  .lohn  Smith,  Jr.,  and  beeanse  I 
registered  as  John  Smith  they  will  not  let  me  vote/'  I  woald  try  to  get  in  and 
see  if  that  could  not  be  rectified,  but  they  would  not  allow  me  in  there  at  all. 

Q.  You  did  not  believe  those  rumors  about  arms  being  stored  at  the  Enterprise 
Mill  or  at  Bassett's,  or  anything  of  that  sort! — A.  It  did  not  keep  me  away  from  the 
polls  that  day. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  did  not  believe  it,  did  you  ! — A.  To  tell  yon  the  candid 
truth,  I  did  not,  myself.  I  thought  it  was  buncombe  and  campaign  talk  to  frighten 
the  negroes  and  the  weak-kneed  on  our  side  away  from  the  polls. 

J.  B.  MOBOAW. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barbow, 
Notary  PuhHo,  Bichm^nd  dmnty,  6a. 

Dr.  JOHN  SIMMS,  for  the  contestee,  sworn : 

Direct  examination  by  Botkik  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside! — A.  In  Lincoln  County,  this  State. 

Q.  How  long  nave  you  resided  there! — A.  For  sixty-two  years,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  years  when  I  was  in  the  State  of  Texas.    I  was  bom  and  raised  tnere. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession!— A.  The  practice  of  medicine  and  farming. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  practitioner! — A.  Since  1856. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  represented  your  county  in  the  general  assembly  of  Georgia!^ 
A.  Yes,  sir;  for  three  successive  term8>-1884-85, 1886-87, 1888-89. 

Q.  You  are  a  Democrat! — A.  I  think  I  am.    I  try  to  be. 

Q.  What  position  did  you  occupy  with  reference  to  the  new  registration  law  jnst 
before  or  pending  the  campaign  for  Congress  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  in  this 
district! — A.  I  was  one  of  the  registrars  Tor  Lincoln  County. 

Q.  Who  were  your  associates!  -A.  Mr.  1.  N.  Zellars  and  Mr.  N.  W.  Stephenson. 

Q.  Mr.  Zellars  was  a  Democrat,  was  he  not! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr. Stephenson  was  what! — A.  A  Populist. 

Q.  Who  were  you  gentlemy  appointed  by! — A.  Judge  Seaborn  Reese,  of  the  supe- 
rior court  for  the  northern  cfieuit. 

Q.  Diid  he  formerly  represent  this  Congressional  district  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States!— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  What  is  the  character  and  standing  of  Mr.  I.  N.  Zellars,  your  associate  on  that 
board  f — A.  He  is  regarded  as  an  upright  and  honorable  gentleman,  and  always  has 
been  a  man  of  sood  character. 

Q.  Did  yon  hare  occasion  previous  to  the  election  of  October  2,  1895,  to  investi- 
gate the  Toters'  book  that  was  prepared  by  the  tax  collector  and  turned  over  t<o  your 
body  for  inspection f — ^A.  I  desired  to  do  so,  but  was  not  permitted  to  do  it. 

Q.  Bv  whom  and  why  were  you  not  permitted  to  examine  that  book? — A.  I  called 
apoQ  the  clerk  of  court  and  asked  permission  to  examine  the  registration  and  he 
declined  to  let  me  see  it.    He  said  it  was  illegal  and  he  had  no  auuiority  to  do  so. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  you  did  not  point  out  the  section  of  the  act  where  it  is  dis- 
tinctly provided  that  any  citizen  should  have  access  to  itf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  pointed 
oat  that  section  of  the  law  as  I  construed  it. 

Q.  Wliy  did  you  want  to  examine  that  registration  book f— A.  My  object  was  to 
SBcertain,  as  much  as  anything  else,  how  the  registration  had  been  conducted  and  to 
aee  whether  it  was  a  general  registration  or  not.  I  wanted  to  see  particular  as  to  my 
own  district. 

Q.  Who  was  the  clerk  of  court  t— A.  Mr.  J.  M.  Oartledge. 

Q.  To  what  political  party  does  he  belongf — A.  The  Populist  party. 

Q.  Who  is  the  tax  collector  f — A.  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Mosely. 

Q.  What  political  party  does  he  belong  tof — ^A.  The  Populist  party. 

Q.  Were  all  the  tax  books  and  books  that  were  necessary  to  be  examined  by  your 
board  with  a  Tie  w  to  getting  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Populist  officers? — 
A  Tes,sir. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  apply  for  permission  to  examine  or  inspect  those  books? — 
A  I  suppose  it  was  some  ten  days  or  two  weeks  before  our  duties  began  as  registrars. 

Q.  You  went  there  in  the  capacity  of  a  citizen  to  inspect  those  books  and  see  what 
had  been  done  in  the  way  of  registration? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  that  list  was  made  out  and  turned  over  to  the  registrars,  did  you  organ* 
ize  and  begin  your  work? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chairman  of  the  registrars? — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  In  your  own  way,  proceed  and  tell  us  how  you  began  your  investigations 
there.— A.  We  took  the  registration  list,  on  which  the  names  were  put  down  in 
slphabetical  order,  and  we  would  investigate  and  examine  the  tax  disest  to  ascer- 
tsm  whether  those  parties  had  given  in  their  taxes  or  not — t^  see  wheuier  they  had 
paid  taxes  for  certain  years.  We  were  deprived  of  two  of  the  tax  digests  that  we 
coald  not  use  at  all.  They  had  been  torn  up  and  mutilated.  I  think  those  digests 
were  for  the  years  1890  and  1891.  We  only  used  the  tax  digests  as  far  back  as  1888 
and  1889,  and  then  for  1892, 1893,  and  1894.  We  did  not  go  beyond  that.  Those 
for  1888  and  1889  we  used,  but  those  for  1890  and  1891  were  so  completely  torn  np 
sad  mutilated  that  we  oould  not  use  them  at  all. 

Q.  Why  were  they  torn  up? — A.  Mr.  Bemsen  stated  that  the  rats  had  eaten  off  the 
bsoks,  and  that  in  handling  them  the  books  had  been  mixed  up  and  were  in  such  a 
eonfased  condition  that  they  could  not  be  used  at  all.  I  offered  Mr.  Bennett  and  Mr. 
Hogsn  $5  to  take  those  books  and  get  them  in  such  a  condition  that  thev  could 
be  used  by  us.  They  worked  at  them  for  awhile,  but  could  do  nothing  with  them 
snd  gave  up  the  job.    Those  tax  digests  were  poorly  kept. 

Q.  In  whose  possession  were  those  books  for  1890  and  1891  ? — A.  The  ordinary's. 

Q.  Who  is  he? — A.  Mr.  T.  H.  Remsen,  a  Populist. 

Q.  The  only  explanation  he  gave  of  the  mutilated  condition  of  those  books  was 
that  the  rats  had  had  hold  of  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  two  books  were  in  one  common 
msM,  and  were  in  such  a  way  that  they  could  not  be  separated  or  arranged  at  all. 
We  could  do  nothing  with  them. 

Q  Yon  say  yon  would  inspect  those  tax  digests? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  ^o  ahead  and  give  us  your  method  of  investigating. — A.  We  took  up  the 
list  b^  districts,  and  where  we  found  a  party  registered  whom  we  did  not  find  on  the 
tax  digest  we  put  him  down  for  investigation;  and  in  the  meantime^  to  facilitate 
rastten,  we  had  before  us  men  who  lived  in  those  districts  and  had  resided  there  for 
long  years  and  who  were  presumed  to  know  all  ti^ose  parties,  to  ascertain  from  them 
if  certain  parties  lived  where  they  claimed  during  certain  years.  You  know  a  negro 
iB  a  migratorv  creature— in  one  year  and  out  another.  And  wherethose  suspected 
parties  said  they  lived  out  of  the  county  we  did  not  put  them  down  for  investigation 
at  all;  but  where  their  neighbors  said  they  did  live  in  the  county  at  the  time  we  put 
them  down  to  be  inveHtigated. 

Q.  What  would  you  do  iu  reference  to  those  you  found  were  defaulters  on  the  tax 
hooks? — A.  We  would  put  them  down  to  be  investigated. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  districts  were  you  able  to  finish? — ^A.  We  only  finished, 
imperfectly,  three  districts. 

Q.  How  many  were  left  not  finished  at  all  ? — A.  About  four  and  a  half.  That  work 
^as  something  new  to  us,  and  in  making  that  investigation  we  would  find  those  par- 
ties not  on  the  tax  digest  and  would  just  put  them  down  for  investigation,  and  we 
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failed  to  state  what  year  tbey  were  to  be  investigated  for,  which  neceaaitated  oar 
ffoing  back  over  the  books  to  ascertain  what  years  they  appeared  as  being  defaalten. 
Conseqnently,  when  we  came  to  make  out  the  list  we  ha<l  to  reffiater  all  those  par- 
ties. Having  failed  at  the  outset  to  put  down  the  years  for  wnich  they  were  tax 
defaulters,  we  did  not  have  time  to  again  refer  to  the  tax  digest. 

Q.  Then  yon  mean  to  state  that  as  to  those  districts  you  nominally  covered  it  was 
imperfect  in  that  respect,  and  you  put  them  on  the  list  as  registered  voters? — A.  Yes, 
air. 

Q.  Even  in  that  imperfect  way  you  did  not  get  over  more  than  four  districtsT— A. 
No,  sir.    We  finished  about  five  distnct-H,  instead  of  three,  as  I  before  stated. 

Q.  Leaving  about  three  districts  really  unexamined  at  allf — A.  We  went  through 
Goshen,  Lisbon,  Lincolnton,  Syberts,  and  Parks  districts,  and  having  failed  to  pnt 
down  what  year  they  appeared  as  being  defaulters,  our  investigation  amounted  to 
practically  nothing.  Of  course  we  did  not  make  any  examination  after  we  had  sub- 
poenaed t^e  parties,  as  without  referring  again  to  the  tax  books  we  could  not  bring 
to  their  attention  the  cause  of  their  disqualification,  and  the  result  was  that  we 
allowed  them  because  our  time  waa  nearly-  expired.  All  of  the  Shady  Hill  diatiict 
went  upon  the  registry  list  without  exammation. 

Q.  What  other  districts  did  you  put  upon  the  registry  list  without  examinationf 
Give  me  a  list  of  the  districts  that  you  did  not  reach  at  all  in  your  investigation. — 
A.  We  did  not  reach  Samuels,  Shudy  Hill,  or  Salem  districts. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  not  investigating  those?  Is  it  that  you  did  not  have 
time  to  compare  the  names  on  the  registij  list  with  the  tax  digest,  and  did  not  pat 
their  names  down  even  for  investigation  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  As  to  Lisbon  district,  it  is 
well  to  state  that  at  least  one-half  of'  that  district  was  not  investigated,  for,  while 
we  went  over  it  and  made  notes  as  to  the  delinquents,  we  failed  to  state  opposite  their 
names  the  particular  cause  of  their  disqunliiication,  and  when  the  parties  were  cited 
and  appeared  before  us  our  memorandum  not  showing  the  cause  of  the  disqualifica- 
tion left  UB  unable  to  dispobe  of  their  cases  other  than  just  to  put  them  on  the  list 
and  allow  them  as  qualified  voters. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  those  districts  not  reached  in  your  inveatlgations 
as  to  their  politics?  Were  they  or  not  heavily  Populistic? — A.  Two  of  them  were 
almost  solialy  Populist  districts,  and  the  third  one  was  largely  Populiatio. 

Q.  What  proportion  were  Populiats,  would  you  say?— A.  I  would  aay  nineteen- 
twentieths.  I  think  there  are  only  about  two  or  three  Democrats  in  Salem  district 
out  of  a  voting  population  of  about  200. 

Q.  And  owing  to  the  circumstances  you  have  related  you  simply  put  their  names 
dow^  as  registered  voters? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  comparing  the  voters' list  with  the  tax  digest  or  tax  books,  how  many  did 
you. find  as  shown  by  the  books  to  be  delinquents  or  illegally  regintered,  as  far  as  the 
books  showed,  and  who  were  put  on  the  list  of  suspects? — A.  I  think  we  had  sub- 
pcenaed  about  200  or  something  over  in  the  five  districts  that  we  went  over. 

Q.  You  did  not  subpoena  all  that  were  even  on  the  suspect  list,  did  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  I  understand  it,  you  made  out  a  list  of  those  to  be  investigated f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  on  that  list? — A.  I  think  there  were  a  few  over  200.  We 
subpoenaed  all  that  we  put  down  as  suspects. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  county  and  the  character  of  the  voting  popula- 
tion of  the  unexamined  districts,  how  many  would  h^ve  properly  belongra  on  that 
Buapect  list  had  yon  been  able  to  cover  them  ? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  a  matter  solely  of  opinion.) 

Witness.  I  would  suppose,  in  round  numbers,  there  would  have  been  150.  Two  of 
thoiio  districts  are  the  largest  voting  districta  in  the  county — Shady  Hill  and  Salem. 
As  far  as  I  know,  in  the  same  proportion  with  the  other  districts,  there  would  have 
been  150  suspects ;  that  is  a  low  estimate,  I  think. 

Q.  Now,  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  during  your  investigations  and  proceed- 
ings you  were  impeded  and  obstructed  by  the  conduct  of  the  Populists ;  and  if  so,  in 
what  way,  and  how  your  board  was  treated  by  the  Populists? — A.  The  first  two  or 
three  days  the  croWd  feathered  around  the  registrars,  and  they  had  a  s^reat  deal  to 
say,  and  were  suggesting  and  dictating  and  objecting  and  all  that  kind  of  thing  to 
the  action  of  the  registrars;  for  instance,  when  we  would  find  a  party's  name,  the 
tax  digests  were  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Populists.  They  were  nice  men, 
too;  the  best  we  could  get;  for  instance,  Mr.  Qogan  and  Mr.  Bennett,  They  would 
have  the  tax  digests  in  their  possession,  and  would  offer  to 'find  the  name  of  the 
party  we  were  looking  for.  They  were  voluntarily  assisting  us.  Thev  would  find 
those  parties  not  on  the  digest;  and  it  would  frequently  be  the  case  that  someone 
would  remark  that  they  knew  he  had  paid  his  taxes,  or  was  living'  out  of  the  county, 
or  was  in  another  district,  or  something  of  that  kind ;  and  they  would  insist  some- 
times on  his  being  registered. 

Q.  You  had,  then,  to  employ  Populists  in  examining  those  booka? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
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we  had  to  take  anybody  we  could  get.  We  had  do  authority  to  employ  auybody, 
and  we  had  only  voluntary,  assistance,  and  those  parties  being  about  there  they 
would  voluntarily  assist  us  at  times.  Sometimes  we  could  get  no  one  at  all.  That 
was  a  great  defect  in  the  registration  law. 

Q.  Was  your  board  treated  with  any  respect  by  the  people  assembled  there— or 
howf — A.  They  were  right  turbulent  and  noisy,  and  insulting  at  times,  making 
remarks  that  were  very  unpleasant. 

Q.  What  was  their  spirit  and  object  and  purpose? — A.  I  dou^t  kpow  whether  it 
was  to  intimidate  or  what.    It  had  that  appearance  to  me. 

Q.  Whatetfect  did  it  have  upon  your  workf — A.  It  retarded  it.  Our  work  was 
very  much  retarded. 

Q.  You  tried  to  get  through  with  the  work  before  you  f — ^A.  We  did  our  very  best. 
I  never  worked  more  earnestly  or  faithfully  in  my  life  than  I  did  on  that  occasion, 
and  I  will  never  do  the  same  thing  again  for  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Q.  And  yet,  with  ten  or  fifteen  days  before  yon,  you  were  unable  to  do  any  more 
workf — A.  Yes,  sir.    • 

Q.  Name  the  difficulties  that  you  had. — A.  Interruj^tions  were  Arequent  around 
onr  board,  and  crowds  were  gathered  around,  and  sitting  about  there,  talking,  and 
suggesting,  and  objecting,  and  making  various  remarks  that  were  calculated  to  dis- 
turb us. 

Q.  What  would  they  say  about  the  law,  and  the  way  in  which  you  discharged 
your  duties,  and  all  thatf — A.  Some  would  remark  that  it  was  done  to  defeat  the 
will  of  the  people,  and  to  disfranchise  certain  parties  from  votin*^. 

Q.  Was  anything  said  abont  refusing  to  abide  by  the  law,  or  ignoring  the  lawf — 
A.  Some  parties  that  were  found  to  be  defaulters  stated  they  would  vote  anyhow. 
One  or  two  I  remember  distinctly.  They  were  defaulters;  there  was  no  Uoubt  about 
that.  They  stated  they  were  going  to  vote  all  the  same;  but  I  don't  think  they 
voted. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  Mr.  Remsen  himself  said  that  he  would  advise  parties  who 
had  paid  their  taxes,  whether  they  were  registered  or  not,  to  votef — A.  xes,  sir.  He 
sai«l  those  parties  who  had  paid  their  taxes  he  would  allow  them  to  vote.  But  I 
don't  think  he  did  so.  So  far  as  the  regintration  law  was  concerned,  I  think  parties 
did  vote  at  some  places  who  were  not  registered,  because  I  think  I  heard  Mr.  Strother 
say  one  or  two  parties  voted  at  his  precinct  who  were  not  registered. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  on  account  of  these  difficulties,  you  were  not  able  to  strike 
bnt  very  few  f — ^A.  That  is  the  fact. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  how  many  you  struck f — A.  About  eighty,  I  think.  We  did 
not  strike  as  many  xw  were  stricken  off  by  the  clerk  of  court  and  by  the  ordinary 
and  by  the  tax  collector  in  their  work.  I  think  probably  they  had  stricken  about 
eighty-seven,  and  we  struck  only  about  eighty.  Of  course,  we  could  have  stricken 
more  if  we  could  have  gone  over  the  whole  county. 

Q.  You  say  you  struck  too  few  instead  of  too  inanyf — A.  It  seems  so;  we  did  not 
strike  off  as  many  as  the  officers  who  supervised  the  list. 

Q.  Of  all  those  that  you  placed  upon  the  suspected  list,  was  there  any  doubt  in 
your  mind  as  to  their  being  illegally  registered T — ^A.  There  were  some  doubts  in  my 
mind.    I  don't  think  we  struck  a  single  man  who  was  le||[ally  entitled  to  vote. 

Q.  Did  you  not  fail  to  strike  hundreds  that  in  your  opiniou  yon  would  have  stricken 
if  you  had  had  timef — ^A.  I  have  no  doubt  about  that;  not  hnndreds,  but  a  great 
many.  If  the  tax  digest  of  the  county  was  taken  and  examined,  as  also  the  stub 
boolcs,  I  am  satistied  there  are  four  hundred  disqualified  voters  in  Lincoln  County. 

Q.  And  who  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  vote  if  there  had  been  time  for  a  care- 
ful inspection  and  supervision  of  these  books  t — A.  Yes,  ^ir;  the  more  thoroughly  I 
went  into  that  work,  the  more  thoroughly  I  was  convinced  of  that  fact. 

Q.  You  mentioned  as  difficulties  which  were  in  your  way,  the  noise,  oonfuston,  and 
obstruction  on  the  part  of  the  crowd  gathered  around  you,  as  one;  as  another,  you 
mentioned  to  the  effect  that  the  tax  books  for  1890  and  1891  were  in  such  a  defaced 
and  dilapidated  condition  that  you  could  not  use  them  in  your  investigations  f — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  mentioned  fhrther  that  you  did  not  have  time  to  go  through  hardly 
one-half  of  the  counties  to  be  investigated  at  all. — A.  Not  much  over  one-half.  Our 
investigations  were  very  imperfect,  even  where  we  did  go  through  it. 

Q.  As  to  those  you  really  struck  off,  their  investigation  was  not  imperfect  f— 
A.  Oh,  no,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  act  of  unfairness  or  partiality  committed  by  the  registrars  in 
their  proceedings  f — A.  If  there  was  we  did  not  know  it.  We  did  not  intend  to,  and  it 
was  not  charged  to  us. 

Q.  On  the  contrary,  what  was  stated  abont  the  fairness  of  your  conduct  by 
prominent  Populists  themselves  f — A.  After  we  had  completed  our  work  Mr.  Rem- 
ien  Assisted  us  in  making  up  these  voters'  lists,  and  we  concluded  it  about  2  o'clock 
Wednesdbay  morning,  after  we  had  condnded  Mr.  Remsen  made  this  remark :  That 
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while  he  disa^eed  with  as  in  some  of  our  rulings,  he  believed  we  had  done  onrwork 
honestly,  fairly,  and  impartially,  and  Without  any  discrimination. 

(^.  He  onsfht  to  have  been  pretty  well  pleased  with  the  work,  inasmnch  as  you  did 
strike  off  but  abont  80  or  85  when  you  should  have  stricken  about  400  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  should  think  so. 

Q.  Of  those  who  were  not  stricken,  who  were  theyf — ^A.  Some  of  them  were  Dem- 
ocrats. In  about  the  same  proportion  as  the  two  parties.  I  will  state  that  three- 
fourths  of  those  not  stricken  were  Populists.  I  make  that  estimate  from  the  stand- 
ing of  the  two  parties  in  the  county.  I  believe  we  disibinohised  a  larger  number  of 
Democrats  than  we  did  Populists  in  proportion  to  the  respective  strength  of  the 
parties. 

Q.  What  time  did  yon  first  begin  to  send  out  your  notices  f — A.  On  Saturday  and 
Monday  before  the  election  on  Wednesday. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  delay  sending  out  the  notices  so  long? — A.  We  were 
engaged  in  this  investigation. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  investigation  that  you  were  engaged  in  before 
sending  out  the  notices  f — A.  We  were  investigating  the  legality  or  right  of  those 
registered  to  vote  as  shown  by  the  tax  digest  and  other  tax  books. 

Q.  That  work  had  kept  yon  busy  up  to  within  a  day  or  two  before*  the  election  f— A. 
Yes,  sir.  And  even  that  work  was  but  little  more  than  half  finished.  We  began  to 
send  out  notices  on  Saturday  and  Monday  before  the  election,  and  then  we  com- 
menced the  investigation  of  those  parties  cited  to  appear  before  ns  nn  Monday  at  12 
o'clock  and  continued  until  Tuesday  evening.  i  , 

Q.  When  those  parties  were  cited  to  appear  before  you,  yon  would  st-ate  to  tbem 
what  they  were  charged  with? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  were  called  on  then  to  make  a  showing  as  to  whether  not  their  names 
should  remain  on  the  registry  listf — A. — Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  investigation  fairly  and  carefully  done? — A.  As  much  so  as  we  could 
possibly  do  it  under  the  circumstances. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Fogarty  and  some  other  gentlemen  come  up  there  jnst  before  the  elec- 
tion?— A.  Yes,  sir;  they  came  up  on  Saturday. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  what  the  purpose  and  object  of  their  visit  was  and  what  was  t!ie 
result  of  it,  an«l  how  were  they  treated  by  the  Populists  there  f — A.  Mr.  Fojfarty  stated 
to  me  that  he  came  up  to  ascertain  how  far  we  had  gone  through  the  list  and  to  impress 
upon  ns  the  necessity  and  importance  of  sending  out  notices  to  those  parties  whom 
we  had  put  down  for  investigation,  and  that  if  we  waited  until  the  last  day  to  notify 
them  we  conld  not  get  through.  Upon  his  suggesti(m  we  sent  out  notices  on  Satur- 
day to  all  parties  who  had  been  put  down  for  investigation  in  certain  districts. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  he  did  not  convey  to  yon  a  communication  from  the  law  com- 
mittee here,  composed  of  Major  Gumming,  Mr.  Cohen,  and  Mr.  Lamar,  and  also  one 
from  myself,  to  that  effect  and  asking  or  suggesting  that  yon  should  send  out  those 
notices  and  not  strike  anybody  except  he  had  been  heard? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  not  state  that  even  though  it  would  result  in  your  placing  upon  the 
registration  list  a  large  number  whom  you  knew  to  be  disqualified,  and  that  they 
were  Populist  voters,  yet  It  was  legal  and  right  that  you  should  do  so  unless  they  had 
a  showing  or  appeared  before  you  and  had  a  hearing?— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  we  acted 
under  that. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  under  what  circumstances,  if  it  be  a  fact,  that  any  clerical  aid 
was  tendered  to  your  body,  and  why ;  and  why  was  it  declined  and  under  what  cir- 
cumstances ?— A.  Mr.  Fogarty  told  me  that  a  couple  of  j'^oung  men  camenp  with  him 
who  were  expert  pensmen ;  that  thinking  we  might  need  some  clerical  aid  be  brought 
them  along  and  they  were  at  our  services. 

(J.  Did  you  have  an  opportunity  to  have  your  various  lists  for  the  managers 
printed? — A.  No,  sir;  they  had  to  be  written. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  tendering  of  the  services  of  those  gentlemen  was  not  to 
aid  you  in  getting  those  lists  ready,  and  doing  such  other  clerical  work  under  year 
charge  and  direction  as  was  necessary  in  the  limited  time  yon  had  to  prepare  the 
lists?— A.  That  was  the  way  I  understood  it. 

Q.  Please  st>ate  how  they  were  received,  and  what  notices  they  got  from  Mr.  Rem- 
sen  and  others  as  to  their  presence  there,  etc.  ? — A.  Their  presence  in  Lincolnton 
seemed  to  arouse  the  bitter  feelings  and  spirit  of  those  people,  Mr.  Kemsen  par- 
ticularly, and  he  sent  out  all  around  in  the  county  and  had  quite  a  crowd  gathered 
in  there  under  very  warlike  demonstrations,  with  their  clubs  and  pocket  gnns  and 
such  things  abont  them. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  they  were  not  given  formal  notice  by  Mr.  Remsen  and  others 
that  they  had  better  leave  the  county,  and  that  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  serve 
as  clerkrt? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  so.  I  will  not  state  the  fact  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge. Mr.  Stephenson,  who  was  the  Populist  registrar,  and  a  very  clever  kind  of 
man,  but  easily  influenced,  took  me  to  one  side  and  stated,  **  If  yon  undertake  to 
employ  those  young  men  to  assist  in  this  work,  there  is  going  to  be  trouble,  and  seri- 
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oat  troable.  They  had  better  go  away  from  here."  I  stated  to  him  that  if  we  coald 
get  aay  other  aaaistants  I  did  not  waut  them,  of  coarse,  as  we  preferred  to  work 
with  oar  owa  citizens :  bat  the  trouble  was  to  get  men  to  volanteer  to  aid  us.  Mr. 
Reoiseii  agreed  to  aid  as,  and  one  or  two  others.  I  told  him  that  while  no  doubt 
those  men  were  ^^reater  experts,  we  thought  we  could  do  the  work.  And,  in  yiew  of 
the  fact  of  that  feeling  up  there,  I  thought  it  best.  I  saw  Mr.  Fogarty  going  up  that 
morning,  and  happened  to  be  on  the  road  professionally  engaged  as  he  was  going  to 
Lincolnton;  I  advised  him  not  to  go  to  Lincolnton,  as  I  icnew  the  feeling  which 
existed  there,  and  which  was  a  very  bitter  feeling.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  have 
some  men  in  oar  county — a  good  many  of  them— who  are  ready  to  do  any  lawlessness 
or  violence  at  any  time.  We  have  a  good  many  of  that  sort  of  people,  I  am  sorry  to 
9ay.  I  waA  afraid  if  he  went  it  would  precipitate  a  difficulty.  While  Mr.  Fogarty's 
intention  and  meaning  was  laudable,  and  right,  and  proper,  and  we  needed  his  coun- 
^1, 1  did  not  want  any  trouble.  He  said  be  did  not  apprehend  anything  I  could 
not  go  on  to  Lincolnton  with  him  Just  at  that  time.  I  suppose  I  went  there  within 
an  hour  after  he  passed.  I  advised  him  to  go  and  see  Mr.  Kemsen  and  tell  him  what 
his  mission  was. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Remsenf — ^A.  He  is  the  ordinary,  and  belongs  to  the  Populist  party. 
I  regard  him  as  the  leader  of  the  Populist  party  in  that  county.  He  is  a  man  of  ^ 
great  deal  of  influence. 

Q.  His  word  is  law  up  there  with  the  Populists,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  advised 
Mr.  Fogarty  to  go  and  see  Mr.  Remsen  and  tell  him  what  his  mission  was,  so  that  it 
might  not  excite  any  suspicion,  or  give  any  cause  for  disturbance  at  all.  By  12 
o'clock  I  suppose  there  were  100  people  in  there.  It  was  a  very  unpleasant  sight  to 
mft—very. 

Q.  What  was  the  tone  of  the  Populists  in  that  county  c^ad  in  that  election  in  ref- 
erence to  their  domination  of  the  Democrats,  and  their  holding  a  high  hand  up  there, 
and  their  tolerance  or  intolerance? — A.  I  think  the  last  election  passed  off  very 
qnietly,  comparatively.  They  have  absolute  control  of  everything  in  the  county. 
They  control  the  principal  portion  of  the  negro  votes. 

Q.  Howf — A.  I  don't  know  how.  I  don't  mix  and  mingle  with  them.  Some  of  the 
negroes  say  they  are  oath-bound,  but  I  don't  know  whether  that  be  true  or  not. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  statement  of  irresponsible  darkies.) 

Witness.  We  all  know  they  are  an  ignorant  class  of  people,  and  can  be  influenced 
by  threats  and  money  and  everything  else. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  that  class  of  influence  was  not  freely  exercised  by  the  Populists 
over  the  negroes,  and  don't  they  thereby  control  them  f  ~A.  They  certainly  do  control 
tbem.  I  was  going  to  remark  that  I  had  two  or  three  of  them  say  to  me  that  they 
were  sworn  to  vote  that  way,  and  if  they  did  not  do  so  they  would  be  severely 
handled. 

Q.  Did  not  the  Populists  advise  that  the  negroes  on  their  farms  should  be  made  to 
vote  as  they  voted,  and  did  they  not  vote  them f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  they  voted 
pretty  well  every  one  they  controlled.  I  waut  my  men  to  vote  voluntarily,  and  if 
they  do  not  vote  for  a  Democrat,  I  don't  use  any  coercive  measures  at  all,  as  I  do  not 
think  it  is  right. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  Just  before  the  election  it  was  not  being  threatened  by  the  Pop- 
uhsts  in  that  county  that  they  were  going  to  disregard  the  registration  law  alto- 
gether?— A.  I  heard  some  speaking  that  way. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  as  a  matter  of  hearsay.) 

By  Mr.  Wright: 

Q.  Did  not  the  Populist  registrar,  Mr.  Ste|)henson,  aconiesce  in  what  yon  did  and 
tiga  the  list  as  completed  by  vou  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  siguea  the  list ;  and  I  will  sa^  that 
heacqniesced  in  everything  that  we  did.  I  don't  think  that  he  ever  objected  many 
nngle  inatance. 

Q.  He  would  have  been  right  hard  to  please  if  he  had  objected? — A.  I  think  so. 
We  tried  to  do  everything  fairly  and  Justly.  1  did  not  know  any  political  party  when 
I  was  engaged  in  that  worlc.  1  was  simply  trying  to  carry  out  the  law.  I  would  not 
have  put  on  that  registered  voters'  list  one  single  illegal  vote  myself  if  I  had  known 
it  would  have  elected  Mr.  Black  and  defeated  Mr.  Watson,  or  have  elected  Mr.  Wat- 
son and  defeated  Mr.  Black.  My  oath  of  office  and  my  conscience  forbade  anything 
of  that  kind.  I  did  not  go  into  the  work  as  a  partisan  at  all ;  and  I  can  say  as  much 
for  Mr.  Stephenson,  as  1  think  he  was  on  the  same  line  himself. 

Q.  It  Is  stated  in  the  notice  of  contest  that  you  adopted  the  same  rules  of  procedure 
in  Lincoln  Connty  as  were  adopted  in  Columbia  County,  and  that  *' should  the  name 
of  s  voter  appear  on  the  tax  book  of  a  county  for  1877,  or  any  year  subsequent  thereto, 
but  did  not  appear  for  intervening  years,  they  put  upon  the  voter  the  burden  of  estab- 
lishing that  he  had  paid  all  taxes  during  the  years  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the 
books  for,  although  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  defaulters'  list  and  although  no 
oxecation  was  outstanding  against  him,  and  in  removing  this  burden  they  laid  down 
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(he  rule  that  the  oath  of  a  vot^r,  if  he  was  a  colored  man,  was  insofficient."  Is  that 
correct! — A.  That  is  not  so.  No  such  rule  as  that  was  adopted  or  follow^  in  a  single 
instance.  The  same  rule  applied  to  all  alike — white  and  black.  We  adopted  the  nile 
that  we  would  have  before  us  men  in  a  district  who  had  been  residing  there  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  negro  population,  so  that 
wbeu  we  came  to  a  name  and  found  it  absent  from  the  digest  for  a  certain  year,  we 
could  ascertain  ftrom  those  men  if  the  negro  had  lived  in  the  county,  and  we  would 
take  their  wor<i. 

Q.  When  a  party  came  up  that  yon  had  given  notice  to,  how  would  yon  investigate 

him  f — A.  We  would  call  his  attention  to  the  absence  of  his  name  upon  the  tax  digest 

'  for  a  certain  year,  and  by  referring  to  the  stub  b'oks  we  could  not  find  where  he  bad 

paid  his  taxes.     We  would  demand  his  tax  receipts.    That  was  the  only  proof  we 

could  get  at. 

Q.  Did  they  ever,  in  any  instance,  claim  that  tbey  had  lost  any  tax  receipts?— A. 
Some  did.  ,? 

Q.  Did  they  make  any  satisfactory  proof  of  it? — A.  None  to  me. 

Q.  Then  you  investigated  each  case  carefully,  and  only  withheld  his  name  when 
you  were  satisfied  be  was  a  tax  defaulter!  -A,  Ves,  sir.     . 

Q.  Something  is  said  about  one  of  the  stub  books  for  one  of  the  years  not  being 
l»efoi*e  yon,  but  was  in  the  possession  of  a  former  tax  collector,  and  tliat  be  did  not 
send  it  or  appear  before  yon  and  bring  itf — A,  That  is  not  true.  Mr.  Freeman  was 
the  tax  collector  referred  to  before  Mr.  Moses.  I  sent  to  him  and  got  all  his  stnb 
books,  and  he  himself  brought  me  all  the  stub  books  that  he  had.  T^ere  is  no  truth 
in  that  statement  at  all.     We  got  all  tlie  evidence  we  could  possibly  get. 

Q.  And  you  only  struck  names  where  you  had  evidence  to  sbnw  they  were  tax 
defaulters? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  struck  quite  a  number  of  names  of  ]>artieci  who  had 
paid  taxes  perhaps  on  personal  pnqiertv  or  real  estate,  but  had  failed  to  pav  their 
poll  tax.  That  was  one  of  the  rulings  tnat  Mr.  Uemsen  objected  to.  I  thougnt,  and 
still  think,  it  was  right.  If  1  fail  to  pay  all  my  taxes,  if  I  pay  tho  tax  on  my  prop- 
erty and  fail  to  pay  my  poll  tax,  I  am  a  defaulter  clearly,  in  my  mind ;  and  we  found 
several  of  that  sort,  i^id  some  of  them  the  best  men  in  the  county.  Bill  Boyd  was 
one  of  that  sort.     He  is  a  Democrat  and  a  mighty  good  man,  and  we  disqualified  him. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  say  you  disqualified  Mr.  Boyd  because  you  found  he  had  failed  to  pay  the 
necessary  poll  tax? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Boyd  is  a  stanch  and  leading  Democrat  in  his  sect  ion  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  all  the  stub  books  from  1877  up? — A.  No,  sir;  one  of  them  could 
not  be  found. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  what  year  that  was  for?— A.  1  think  perhaps  it  was  for  1888 
or  188t(.  Mr.  Freeman  said  he  had  turned  it  over  to  Mr.  Mosely,  and  Mr.  Mosely  said 
that  if  he  had,  he  hsd  mislaid  it  or  conld  not  find  it. 

Q.  Was  that  the  book  about  which  the  controversy  arose  ?—A.  I  suppose  that  gave 
risu  to  this  statement  in  the  notice  of  contest. 

Q.  Did  yon  send  to  the  men  who  bad  it  or  who  onght  to  have  had  it? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
we  sent  to  Mr.  Moeley  and  to  Mr.  Freeman. 

Q.  Are  not  those  tax  digests  very  unreliable  from  this  fact:  Frennently  after  an 
'  execution  is  issued  and  the  tax  books  show  a  party  us  a  defaulter,  ne  pays  the  tax 
execution  and  thereby  eranes  the  default  and  becomes  a  qualiHed  voter? — A.  I  do  not 
know.    If  that  be  true,  it  should  show  on  the  stub  books,  I  should  think. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  books  showed  yon  were  a  Uetanlter  in 
1878  or  1882? — ^A.  No,  sir.  I  was  a  defaulter  for  ei>;ht  or  ten  years  aft«r  the  war.  I 
paid  no  professional  tax.  I  was  not  engaged  in  my  profession  except  just  among  my 
neighbors.    I  don't  think  I  paid  professional  tax  until  along  in  the  70  s. 

Q.  Don't  you  recall  that  as  late  as  1882,  after  you  had  paid  professional  tax  for 
some  years,  yon  drew  out? — A.  There  were  one  or  two  years  that  I  declined  to 
practice. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  for  those  two  years  the  books  showed  you  as  a  defaulter  ?— 
A.  They  would  not  show  I  was  a  defaulcer,  from  the  fiftot  that  I  am  known  as  a  profes- 
sional man. 

Q.  The  books  were  unreliable  if  they  showed  this  state  of  affairs?— A.  I  don't 
know  that  they  would  h^  unreliable  in  a  case  of  that  kind.  For  instance,  I  might 
say  that  this  year  I  would  not  practice  my  profession  and  notify  the  tax  assessor  that 
I  would  not. 

Q.  But,  if  in  spite  of  that  fact  the  books  showed  yon  were  a  defaulter  theywould 
be  unreliable? — A.  Thej^  wonld  show  I  was  not  paying  professional  tax.  Then  it 
would  devolve  upon  me  to  show  why  I  was  a  defaulter  at  the  time  and  paid  no  pro- 
fessional tax  for  that  year. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  books  of  Lincoln  Connty  do  not  show  that 
state  of  affairs  ? — A.  In  some  they  do. 
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Q.  Are  there  not  a  good  luau}*  iustuiices  where  parties  pay  up  tax  executions  that 
«liow  upon  those  books,  and  really  aie  not  defaulters  when  they  so  appear  upon  the 
books  ?--A.  I  can  not  see  how,  if  you  fail  to  tind  them  on  the  tax  digest,  and  if  jron 
fail  to  find  thfm  on  the  stub  books,  how  the  tax  collector  can  collect  the  taxes  with- 
out giving  a  tax  receipt. 

Q.  When  a  tax  fi.  fu.  is  issued  it  passes  from  the  hands  of  the  tax  collector  to  the 
conatable  of  the  district,  who  becomes  the  collecting  officer,  and  when  he  settles  with 
a  delinquent  taxpayer  marks  the  execution  us  settled,  and  turns  it  over  to  the  tax- 
payer, bat  does  not  ^ive  him  a  receipt,  because  the  exeoution  is  a  receipt  within 
Itself  T — A.  No,  sir.    We  found  that  the  executions  had  receipts  attached  to  them. 

Q.  Did  yon  tind  any  tax  fi.  fas.,  or  receipts  which  had  been  settled  but  which  did 
not  appear  on  the  stub  book? — A.  No,  sir.  We  found  receipts  in  instances  that  were 
not  found  on  the  stub  books  at  all,  and  no  executions  had  oeen  issued.  They  were 
partiealarly  for  the  years  1893  and  1894. 

Q.  Therefore,  the  stub  books  were  very  unreliable  of  themselves  as  a  means  of 
ss(^ertaining  the  tme  state  of  affairs! — A.  It  would  seem  so.  But  how  they  were 
kept  that  way  was  something  I  could  not  comprehend— how  these  receipts  could  get 
out  and  the  stub  books  fail  to  show  tbat  it  was  paid. 

Q.  So  that  this  matter  of  tax  books  and  digests  is  a  very  unreliable  method  of 
saceriaining  the  true  state  of  affairs? — A.  I  think  it  is,  so  far  as  oar  county  is  con- 
ceme*!  and  the  way  they  manage  there. 

Q.  You  don't  know  as  to  other  counties  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yonr  board  of  registrars  no  behind  the  tax  returns  and  attempt  to  show 
thit  a  party  had  given  in  less  property  than  he  had  for  previous  years  and  disfran- 
chise any  number  of  voters  on  that  account? — A.  No,  sir.  We  did  thin:  Where  we 
kuew  parties  had  property  and  failed  to  give  it  in,  we  disfranchised  them.  When 
piirties  had  property,  even  for  the  year  preceding^  the  election  or  for  other  yoarM,  we 
disfranchised  them,  although  they  may  have  paid  taxes  on  such  property  ns  they 
returned.  For  instance,  here  is  a  party,  say  for  1894,  who  gives  in  Mome  personal 
property,  say  a  mule  and  wagon  and  his  household  efl'ects.  Tne  next  year  he  simply 
gives  in  his  poll  tax  and  none  of  the  above  ]»roperty.  If  we  knew  him  to  be  still  in 
possession  of  that  property,  we  found  him  to  be  a  tax  tiefanlter.  Several  of  them 
came  up  and  stated  that  the  profierty  now  belonged  to  their  wife.  We  made  it  our 
daty  to  look  over  the  tax  digest  to  see  if  their  wife  gave  in  the  property.  I  don't 
renieralter  how  many  cases  of  that  kind  occurred.    There  were  several. 

Q.  Yon  would  tind  that  a  party  had  given  in  certain  personal  property  for,  say  the 
>ear  1878;  in  1879,  that  property  did  not  appear  to  have  been  given  in,  either  from 
your  own  knowledge  or  from  witnesses  you  would  ascnrtain  the  party  was  still  in 
the  fKissession  of  thnt  identical  property,  then  you  would  call  him  up  to  show  why 
hA  had  not  given  iu  the  pro|)erty  for  1879 f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  would  theu  swear  that  the  property  would  be  given  to  his  wifef — A.  We 
oever  pat  anyboily  at  all  upon  oath. 

Q.  His  statement  was  not  sufficient f — A.  No,  sir;  not  in  contradiction  to  the  tax 
dieeitt. 

Q.  Yon  put  upon  him  the  burden  of  bein*;  a  defaulter,  although  he  was  willing  to 
swear  the  property  belonged  to  somebody  elsef — A.  He  might  lj:ive  been  willing  to 
swear  it,  but  we  had  the  tax  digest  to  show  that  the  party  whom  he  claimed  then 
owned  the  property  had  not  given  it  in,  and  that  he  still  owned  the  property  and  had 
not  given  it  in,  and  that  there  wns  no  proof  that  there  had  been  any  transfer. 

Q.  Some  of  them  stiited  the  property  was  thfir  wife's,  and  their  statement  was 
the  only  evidence  you  hadf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  all. 

Q.  And  the  bounl  of  registrars  were  not  ])repared  to  contrndict  that  statement t — 
A.  Only  so  far  as  the  tei-ord  showed — which  showed  an  absence  of  any  payment  at 
all  for  certain  years. 

Q.  So  you  could  not  tell  who  was  the  defaulter — the  husband  or  the  wifef^A.  We 
presamed  it  was  the  husi>and,  and  had  a  very  strong  prusumption. 

Q.  It  conld  be  overcome  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  the  hnsband  had  been  willing  to  swear  that  it  belonge<l  to  his  wife,  that 
would  have  been  proof  f — A.  Not  enough  proof  for  me. 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  the  foregoing  questions  and  answers  as  being  a 
wholly  hypothetical  case.) 

By  Mr.  Gross: 

Q.  You  sent  to  the  ex-tax  collector  for  tbat  missing  bookf — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  stated 
that  he  had  turned  that  book  over  to  Mr.  Mosely.  jir.  Mosely  stated  that  he  had 
received  it  from  Mr.  Mosely,  but  said  he  could  not  then  And  it. 

Q.  There  were  two  Democrats  as  registrars  on  your  board,  and  one  Populist  regis- 
trar!—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Democrats  had  the  mf^jority  on  the  board? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Zellars  is  an  active,  intelligent  Democrat f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  don't  know  that 
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he  is  a  very  active  Democrat;  he  id  a  stannoh  Demoorat,  bat  not  a  very  aetire 
eztremisti  as  we  miffht  term  them  in  politics. 

Q.  Yon  two  gentfemen  could  control  the  deliberations  of  the  board  on  all  rttal 
qaestlonsf — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  could  have  done  so. 

Q.  Did  not  that  board  hold  to  the  opinion  that  all  names  which  they  failed  to 
examine  in  time  to  make  up  th^  lists  would  be  disqnalifled,  and  would  hare  to  be 
etrickenf — A.  No.  sir;  we  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  hold  to  that  idea  until  Bir.  Fogarty  came  up  there  f — ^A.  I  think  we 
had  that  idea  in  the  beginning;  but  we  had  other  counsel. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  get  the  information  that  you  were  mistaken  in  your  idea  of 
the  law? — A.  I  don't  remember  what  time;  it  was  during  the  early  part  of  the  reg- 
istration. 

Q.  You  got  it  before  Mr.  Fogarty  came  there  on  Saturday? — A.  Yes,  f«ir. 

Q.  Had  you  begun  to  act  on  that  revised  opinion  before  Mr.  Foj^rty  eamef— A. 
Yes,  sir;  it  was  understood  that  we  would  have  to  make  out  a  list  of  ail  the  regis- 
tered voters  that  we  failed  to  look  through. 

Q.  You  say  you  found  some  parties  disqualified  who  claimed  they  had  lost  their 
tax  receipts  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  allow  them  to  introduce  any  evidence  other  than  that  of  the  reeeipta  f— 
A.  Of  course  we  did. 

Q.  Did  you  reinstate  them  on  the  registry  list,  where  they  could  substantiate  their 
statement  by  their  neighbors f — A.  Only  wnere  they  could  produce  the  tax  receipts, 
or  conld  establish  they  had  paid  their  taxes.  I  remember  Mr.  Steplieuaon  said  that 
some  parties  always  paid  the  taxes  of  the  hands  on  their  premises  when  they  paid 
their  own.  There  were  one  or  two  receipts  that  he  could  not  find,  and  the  fact  thst 
he  had  all  the  other  receipts  was  satisfactory  to  us,  and  we  allowed  thooe  parties  to 
register. 

Q.  There  were  isolated  cases  where  you  declined  to  allow  a  party  to  register  whtre 
he  had  lost  his  receipt,  althouj^h  he  offered  proof  f — A.  I  don't  think  there  waa  a 
single  case  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Yon  say  the  Populists  vote  the  negroes,  as  a  rule? — A.  They  nearly  all  vote  with 
the  Populists. 

Q.  You  don't  know  but  what  the  same  idea  prevails  with  the  colored  voter  that 
does  with  the  white,  that  the  Populist  platform  represents  ideas  meet  beneficial  to 
their  condition  f — A.  I  have  a  very  poor  opinion  of  the  negroes*  political  ideas.  They 
show  this  always,  that  they  expect  to  be  benefited  directly  and  personally  when 
they  vote.  He  cares  nothing  about  it,  unless  he  thinks  there  is  some  direct  and  per- 
sonal benefit. 

Q.  Don't  yon  think  they  were  influenced  by  the  idea  that  the  Populist  platform 
offered  more  than  the  Democratic  platform? — ^A.  They  might  have  been  infinenced 
in  this  way,  that  free  silver  miglit  be  circulated,  and  the  idea  with  a  great  many  of 
them  was  that  the^  would  get  $50  per  capita. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  it  was  their  opinion  that  Populist  ideas  offered  them  bettor 
opportunities  for  making  a  living?— A.  No,  sir;  I  think  their  idea  was  "free  silver 
and  $50  per  capita." 

Q.  Lincoln  County  is  isolated  from  the  railroads ?~A.  Yes,  sir;  we  hare  no  com- 
munication with  railroads. 

Q.  You  have  a  very  sturdy  set  of  neople  over  there? — A.  Yes,  air;  thev  hare 
alwa^vs  been  until  recent  years,  but  we  have  been  socially,  politically^  morally,  and 
religiously  torn  up  for  the  last  few  years. 

Q.  Is  not  your  observation  caused  by  a  despondent  mood  on  your  part?— A.  No, 
sir;  I  don't  think  that  a  man  of  my  age  and  experience  and  observation  would  bo 
likely  to  become  despondent  from  a  m^lical  cause. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  your  health  is  bad? — ^A.  My  health  is  not  good,  but  still  I 
am  holding  on. 

J\.  Your  views  are  estranged  from  that  of  a  large  minority  of  your  neighbors—yoQ 
er  from  them  in  your  political  views? — A.  Yes,  sir;  not  my  neighbors,  bat  my 
fellow-citizens  of  the  county,  some  of  my  warmest  and  best  friends,  formerly. 

Q.  Quite  a  number  of  your  best  friends,  and  gentlemen  in  whom  you  have  confi- 
dence, belong  to  the  Populist  party? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  some  do.  Mr.  Bennett,  Mr.  HogaD» 
and  others.    Then  there  are  some  in  whom  I  have  no  confidence. 

Q.  Are  not  there  some  members  of  the  Democratic  party  in  whom  you  have  no  con- 
fidence?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  your  county  is  regarded  as  being  exceedingly  fine  bo  (mt 
as  character,  independence,  and  respectability  of  its  citizenship  eoes?— A.  It  occa- 
pled  that  relation  up  to  the  last  few  years,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  now  so  regarded 
by  the  better  class  of  citizens  of  our* country.  We  were  once  the  banner  coanty  of 
the  State,  politically.  We  were  all  solidly  united,  and  never  had  any  trouble  polit- 
ically in  our  county  for  years  and  vears.  We  may  have  differed  as  to  men,  but  it  was 
all  in  the  same  party.  We  never  nad  an v  trouble  until  the  last  few  years,  when  this 
new  party  sprung  up,  and  I  attribute  all  of  our  trouble  to  the  origin  of  that  party. 
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Q.  Has  not  the  effect  of  this  new  political  party  enoonraged  more  reading,  and  tike- 
dash  of  poiitieal  ideas  caused  yonr  people  to  become  more  thoronghly  enlightened 
on  economic  principles f — ^A.  I  have  my  doubts  about  that.  I  am  alraid  we  are  not 
as  well  enliffbtened  as  we  were  before  this  new  party  sprung  up. 

Q.  Two-thirds  of  your  county  are  sttU  composed  of  representative,  progressive^ 
independent  farmers,  are  they  not? — A.  Well,  I  suppose  so;  I  can  not  say  there  i» 
that  proportion  of  them  that  are  progressive. 

Q.  uon*t  you  know  there  is  less  crime  in  Lincoln  County  than  In  an v  other  county 
of  its  size  in  middle  Georgia f — A  We  don't  have  a  great  deal  of  crime,  but  when 
yon  come  to  speak  about  law-abiding  people,  I  don't  consider  i>eople  law  abiding 
who  |ro  over  tiie  countiv  with  clubs  and  pistols  and  guns  in  their  hands. 

Q.  Is  there  not  very  little  of  that  f— A.  There  are  two-thirds  of  a  certain  class  q€ 
people  in  our  county  who  carry  their  pistols  with  them  all  the  time. 

Q.  That  is  a  small  class,  is  it  notf — A.  No,  sir;  it  is  a  large  class. 

Q.  Are  not  the  majority  of  your  citizens  law -abiding  and  peaceable  citizens  f — 
A.  Some  of  them  are  not.  I  don't  like  to  express  my  opinion  of  some  of  the  leading 
Populists;  they  have  not  the  good  of  the  county  and  the  welfare  of  the  people  at 
lieart  that  we  once  had  in  our  county. 

Q.  You  only  hold  your  superior  courts  twice  a  year? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(j.  And  practically  only  one  or  two  days  each  term? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  session  under  the  Populist  administration  f^* 
A.  I  don't  know  that  there  has. 

Q.  There  are  very  few  crimes  committed  in  your  county  f — A.  A  few;  1  will  state 
that  when  a  crime' is  committed  the  criminal*  is  permitted  to  set  off  unmolested. 
We  had  a  constable,  Mr.  Lang,  who,  while  in  the  discharge  of  nis  duty,  was  shot 
down  by  a  negro  and  killed,  and  that  negro  remained  in  that  county,  I  have  been 
credibly  informed,  for  two  or  three  weeKs  within  the  knowledge  of  the  officers  of 
that  county  and  they  failed  to  capture  him  That  negro  remained  there  in  the 
county  in  a  secreted  locality  for  some  time. 

Q.  Was  it  not  repute<l  that  Mi'  Lang  and  some  other  gentlemen  went  to  whip  thia 
negro,  and  that  in  self-defense  he  shot  Mr.  Langf — A.  I  will  tell  you  the  facts  as> 
tbey  were  told  to  me  by  Mr.  Lang  and  Mr.  Bnssey.  Mr.  Lang  went  to  arrest  him, 
and  did  arrest  him,  and  brought  him  to  the  house;  he  said  there  was  a  shote  or 
something  that  he  wanted  to  take  to  the  house ;  he  got  the  pig,  and  as  soon  as  he 
tsw  the  opportunity  turned  the  pi^  loose  and  darted  in  the  house,  and  Mr.  Lan^; 
went  after  nim  and  the  negro  met  him  at  the  door  and  shot  him.  That  negro  was 
never  arrested. 

Q.  Was  not  a  warrant  issne<l  for  him  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
denutv  sheriff. 

Q.  fs  not  your  sheriff  a  fearless  manf— A.  I  thiuk  so. 

Q.  Has  he  not  a  guod  reputation  for  discharging  his  duty  f — A.  Much  better  than 
the  high  sheriff. 

Q.  ion  don't  know  whether  he  failed  to  find  the  negro f— A.  No,  sir;  I  suppose  he 
could  not  find  him. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  that  the  negro  remained  about  there f — A.  No,  sir;  the  negro 
was  shot,  too,  and  he  had  to  have  medical  aid,  and  Dr.  Jennings,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, went  across  the  river  to  see  him,  and  I  got  my  information  from  him. 

Q.  The  Populists  have  control  in  your  county? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  terms  of  your  courts  are  no  longer  than  they  were  heretofore  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  trouble  about  the  finances  of  the  county  f — A.  Our  treasury 
ii  bankrapt  now. 

Q.  That  is  on  account  of  the  low  tax  rate,  is  it  notf — A.  1  suppose  so.  When  the 
new  ordinary  went  into  office  I  think  there  were  $1,500  to  $2,000  in  the  treasury,  and 
it  is  gone  now.    It  bus  not  been  expended  for  improvements,  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  In  past  years  has  not  the  same  thing  occurred f — A.  Not  for  many  years,  I  am 
satisfied.  The  county  was  heavily  burdened  for  eight  or  ten  years  paying  for  build- 
ing the  court-house.  But  we  paid  that,  and  when  the  retiring  ordinary,  Mr.  Frank 
latum,  left  the  oflSre  there  was  money  in  the  treasury. 

Q.  You  say  yon  advised  Mr.  Fogarty  to  see  Mr^  Remsen  and  explain  his  mission  f — 
L  Tes,  sir. 
I      Q.  Was  that  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Remsen  f — A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 
Mr.  Remsen  seemed  to  be  very  irritable  about  it. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Mr.  Kemsen  offered  you  all  the  assistance  he  could  f — A.  Yes, 
lit:  he  voluntarily  proposed  to  do  that. 

Q.  Yon  found  those  other  Populist  gentlemen  courteous  and  willing  to  render  any 
tid  they  could  f — A.  Some  did,  and  some  stood  around  and  talked  about  stamping 
ine  into  the  earth,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing;  but  I  thought  they  were  *'talking^ 
throoeh  their  hat.'' 

Q.  Did  yon  have  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Fogarty  f— A.  Yes,  sir.  He  had  been  up 
then  previous  to  that  time,  and  came  in  and  had  a  private  interview  with  myself 
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,  And  Mr.  ZeUftrSy  and  he  wanted  to  ascertain  how  we  were  progreaaing,  what  waa  our 
methodj  etc.,  in  order  that  he  might  make  saggestiona,  possibly,  that  mi^ht  aid  na 
and  assist  ua.  We  had  a  little  interview  When  we  adjourned  for  dinner.  When  Mr. 
Stephenson  came  back  he  pitched  and  snorted  abont  Mr.  Fogarty  coming  op  th^re, 
and  used  some  bitter  epithets  about  it.  He  finally  cooled  down,  and  I  told  him  that 
he  did  not  know  what  ne  was  talking  about.  I  said,  "You  are  talking  about  soiue- 
thing  that  you  don't  know  anything  of.''  I  said,  ''You  don't  sappoae  Mr.  Zellais  or 
myself  would  attempt  to  do  anything  illegal  or  wrong  in  this  re^g^isirafeunt"  He 
aaid,  ''No,  I  don't."  I  then  said,  "It  is  not  necessary  to  be  kicking  up  a  mmpns 
about  Mr.  Fogarty.  His  mission  here  is  to  advise  and  instruct  as  how  to  proceed  is 
this  matter  in  order  that  we  may  get  along  expeditiously." 

Q.  You  have  lived  in  Lincoln  Countv  about  sirtjr-t wo  years f— A.  Tea,  air;  witii 
the  exception  of  two  years  in  Texas  «na  four  years  in  the  war.  The  balaaoe  of  my 
life  has  been  spent  in  that  county. 

Q.  You  are  a  gentleman,  £ro*ii  my  previous  knowledge  as  well  as  from  rangeaeata 
tious,  and  considered  of  stem  character? — A^  When  I  take  a  position,  and  beueT<e  tha< 
I  am  right,  I  stick  to  it  until  I  am  satisfied  that  I  am  wrong. 

Q.  You  are  regardM  as  a  rather  stern  man,  clear-out  in  your  views,  hard  to'^ore, 
a  little  bit  stubborn,  if  yoa  will  pardon  the  expression  f  That  is  the  way  yomr  aetgh- 
bora  regard  yon? — A.  Perhaps  so. 

Q.  This  board  of  registrars  met  abont  fifteen  days  before  the  election  t — ^A.  T«%sit. 

Q.  It  was  known  to  the  Populists  that  a  majority  of  that  board  ware  Democrataf — 
A.  Of  course. 

Q.  It  was  known  that  yon  ware  a  gentleman  of  unyielding  disposition f — ^A.  I  dont 
believe  that  is  charged  to  me  at  all  uy  the  people  in  Lincoln  County  who  know  ne. 
They  know  I  will  not  yield  if  I  think  I  am  right. 

Q.  You  hiid  your  views  of  this  lawt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  construed  the  law  at  first  that  all  unexamined  voters  would  noeesaarily 
have  to  be  stricken  from  the  listf — A.  That  was  my  view  at  the  time  we  b^an. 

Q.  Your  view  was  known  to  the  Populists f — ^A.  I  don't  know  that  I  expraasod  my 
Tiews  at  all  until  the  day  the  investi^tions  begun. 

Q.  Whenever  there  was  any  discussion  you  dia  not  hesitate  to  defead  yoar  Tiawsf— 
A.  I  don't  think  I  discussed  the  matter  at  all  except  with  Judge  Reiusen.  Ho  said 
that  in  event  we  failed  to  complete  the  registration,  it  would  be  our  daty  to  pat  oa 
■all  those  that  we  failed  to  reach  as  legal  voters.  I  told  bioi  I  did  not  ao  eonatnis 
the  law ;  aud  in  u  day  or  two  I  got  the  construction  of  the  law  by  this  law  oomiuittee, 
and  they  intbrmed  me  that  Judge  EUmsen's  position  was  right. 

Q.  And  you  then  adopted  that  viewf — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  your  revised  opinion  to  Judge  Bemsenf — A.  Yea,  sir; 
immediately. 

Q.  At  tbe  first  be  was  under  the  impression  that  you  would  hold  to  the  idea  that 
all  unexamined  names  should  be  stricken  from  the  list  or  would  fail  to  be  registered  f — 
A.  I  suppose  he  did  at  the  outset. 

Q.  You  held  to  that  opinion  for  several  daysf — A.  Only  for  two  or  three  days. 

Q.  Yon  say  Judge  Remsen  is  regarded  as  the  leader  of  the  Populist  party  In  that 
•county  f — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  That  inforiiiation,  then,  became  diflfused  through  all  the  county  f-*-A.  I  dont 
know. 

Q.  Mr.  Zellnrs  agreed  with  yon  in  the  construction  at  that  timet-<-A.  I  don*t 
remember.  I  don't  think  we  discussed  it  at  that  time.  I  believe  Mr.  Stopbenson 
and  Mr.  Zellars  both  had  tbe  s:ime  opinion  of  the  law  at  that  time. 

Q.  So  the  opinion  prevailed  that  the  board  of  registrars  would  strike  pff  every 
Toter  whom  they  failed  to  examine! —A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  opinion  at  the  outset 
of  tbe  work.    There  was  no  ruling  at  that  time. 

Q.  Mr.  Fogarty  came  up  and  had  an  interview  with  you  and  Mr.  Zellars,  the  other 
Democratic  memlier  of  the  board  of  registrars,  inst  abont  the  time  yon  changod  yonr 
ideas,  did  he  notf — A.  We  had  clianged  our  ideas  before  Mr.  Fogarty  came  there. 
We  got  an  opinion  or  some  advice  from  tklB  law  committee.  I  beueve  M^or  Cum- 
ming  was  at  the  head  of  it. 

Q.  You  had  not  made  any  public  announcement  of  yonr  change  of  viewat — ^A.  As 
soon  as  I  got  this  opinion  from  the  law  committee,  I  stated  to  Mr.  Bemsen  that  he 
was  right. 

Q.  Tne  public  generally  did  not  know  of  that  change  of  opinion! — ^A.  I  don't  know 
that  they  knew  it  generally.  I  don't  know  whether  Bfr.  Remsen  had  pabliahod  it 
•or  notified  the  people  of  the  county  what  my  opinion  was. 

Q.  Mr.  Fogarty  came  and  had  this  interview  with  you  and  Mr.  Zellara  alone  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  we  had  adjourned  for  dinner,  and  Mr.  Stephenson  had  gone  oat.  And 
Mr.  Fogarty  came  up  to  Lincoluton  again  on  Saturday  oefore  the  election. 

Q.  Is  it  not  possible  that  those  people  were  influenced  by  the  idea  that  this  Demo- 
crat interviewing  the  registrars  alone  and  without  the  presence  of  the  Populist 
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^a^trar,  especially  when  it  was  known  before  that  that  the  registrars  ent<Ttained 
L«  idea  that  they  should  strike  oft'  all  unexamined  voters,  that  Mr.  Foffarty's  basi- 
^«fl8  there  was  to  prevent  the  completion  uf  that  registration  list  f— A.  I  think  not, 
Tom  the  fact  that  the  people  who  were  there,  and  crowds  were  there  every  day,  saw 
;  1ft  at  we  were  working  as  industriously  and  as  vigilantly  as  we  could  to  get  through 
arlth  the  work;  and  I  don't  have  any  idea  that  auy  such  impression  as  that  ever  had 
^oue  out  among  the  people,  and  I  know  it  had  not  with  Mr.  Remsen  because  I  had 
.zi.fonued  him  as  soon  as  1  got  the  proper  constraction  of  the  law  tram,  this  law  com- ' 
□littee.  I  informed  him  that  his  construction  of  the  law  was  right  and  that  we 
should  act  accordingly. 

<^.  In  the  meantime  that  opinion  may  have  permeated  all  through  the  county  f — 
A.  It  might.  Mr.  Fognrty's  second  visit  on  Saturday  spread  very  rapidly,  and  to  the 
remotest  parts  of  the  county. 

i^.  It  was  regarded  by  the  Populists  that  this  gentleman,  Mr.  Fogarty,  had  come 
ap  there  from  Augusta  for  the  purpose  of  mauipulating  the  registration  lists? — A. 
I  don't  see  what  other  motive  they  could  have  had  in  gathering  there  and  making 
the  demonstration  they  did,  and  the  threats,  etc.,  unless  they  were  aroused  by  the 
idea  that  Mr.  Fogarty  was  there  for  the  purpose  of  interfering  with  the  registry 
U:»t.    They  came  in  by  Mr.  Remsen's  orders. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  instructions  were  sent  out  by  Mr.  Remsen  or  notf — 
A.  I  know  they  were  sent  to  Mr.  Groves,  who  was  working  on  a  house  there.  A  run- 
ner was  sent  up  there,  and  he  told  those  parties  that  they  must  come  down  to  the 
court-hoose  immediately,  that  Mr.  Remsen  had  ordered  it.  I  had  that  from 
nndoubted  anthority. 

Q.  That  is  a  matter  of  hearsay  evidence,  is  it  notf — ^A.  I  don't  know  it  of  my  own 
knowledge,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  true. 

f^.  Was  Mr.  Fogarty  invited  by  th^  board  to  come  there f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  some  of  these  Populists  that  you  saw  come  in  on  the  occasion  of  his  sec- 
ond visit  armed  with  guns  or  pistols  f — A.  Some  had  pistols  and  sticks.  I  saw  those, 
bat  did  not  see  any  guns. 

(^.  Name  some  of  tnose  who  had  pistols? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  can  name  any- 
one particularly.  I  saw  three  or  four  of  them  with  pistols  in  their  pockets.  I  did 
not  go  out  among  them.  They  were  in  the  court-house  and  around  out  there  on  the 
square.    They  had  their  war  clubs. 

Q.  Yon  say  Mr.  Remsen  gave  you  all  the  assistance  he  could  in  order  to  perfect  the 
list  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  After  we  got  through  the  investigations  we  commenced  making 
up  the  voters'  list,  and  Mr.  Remsen  worked  with  us  and  two  or  three  others. 

Q.  Was  any  personal  violence  offered  to  Mr.  Fogarty  and  those  young  gentlemen, 
that  you  sawf — A.  No,  sir.     I  heard  remarks,  though,  that  they  were  aisoourteons. 

Q.  Did  they  hear  themf — They  were  present,  and  I  suppose  they  did.  I  heard  the 
deputy  sheriff  speak  of  Mr.  Fogarty  as  a  ''damned  heeler"  and  a  ''damned  scoun- 
drel/**and  that  ne  ought  to  get  out  of  the  country.  Mr.  Fogarty  was  in  the  court- 
house at  the  time. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  same  room  where  that  crowd  was? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  court 
room. 

Q.  Was  not  all  that  trouble  caused  by  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  Lincoln  County, 
who  reeented  their  domestic  matters  being  interfered  with  by  the  presence  of  those 
experts  f — ^A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Nobody  asked  those  gentlemen  to  come  there  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  knew  of  their  coming f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  knew  until  they  arrived  for  what  purpose  they  had  come? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  a  strong  feeling  between  the  country  people  of  Lincoln  County  and 
the  people  of  Augusta f— A.  res,  sir;  I  think  with  the  Populists  there  is  a  bitter 
feeling  among  them  toward  Augusta  and  her  people,  and  this  nas  prevailed  for  several 
years. 

Q.  This  was  a  ver^  exciting  time  for  these  gentlemen  to  come  there  and  offer  their 
services  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  main  reason  why,  in  your  opinion,  they  felt  aroused  by  that 
action? — A.  It  misht  have  been,  but  I  can  not  see  why  it  should  have  been.  If  they 
had  done  any  work  for  us,  it  would  have  been  in  |)ubllc,  and  everybody  would  have 
been  a  witness  to  it.     We  held  our  investigations  in  public. 

Q.  You  had  plenty  of  men  there  who  could  do  the  workf — A.  Yes,  sir;  if  we  could 
get  their  services.  We  would  get  a  good  man  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  his  business 
would  call  him  off,  and  we  would  have  to  get  somebody  else. 

Q.  It  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  investigated  this  list,  would  it  notf — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  suppose  we  could  have  investigated  the  list. 

Q.  Did  not  your  board  have  authority  to  preserve  order  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  attempt  to  keep  order  f — Yes.  sir;  I  spoke  to  the  sheriff  about  it  repeat- 
edly. Mr.  Flannigan  was  there,  and  he  would  try  to  keep  order  as  best  he  could.  He 
wonld  keep  much  better  order  than  Mr.  Cullars,  who  annoyed  ua  as  much  or  more 
than  anybody  else. 
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Q.  He  is  natnrally  a  very  noisy  manf — A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  uot  a  malicioas  mau,  is  hef — ^A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  He  likes  to  have  funf— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  something  else  when  he  can  get  it.  I 
4on't  wish  to  discuss  Mr.  Cnllars's  character.    I  have  my  opinion  of  him. 

Q.  Tou  say  you  upplied  ten  days  or  two  weeks  beforehand  to  the  clerk  of  tho  eonrt 
for  permission  to  examine  the  listf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  not  the  official  cnstodlan  of  the  voters'  book  f— A.  I  think  so.  They  wen 
•deposited  iu  the  clerk's  ofl9oe,  and  were  in  the  clerks'  charge. 

6.  He  is  not  the  official  custodian  of  that  book,  is  hef — A.  I  think  he  waa.  He 
had  all  the  registration  books. 

Q.  Holding  them  for  another  officer,  was  ho  notf— A.  I  don't  know  who  he  was 
holding  them  for. 

Q.  The  oonnty  registrar  is  really  the  custodian  of  that  book«  is  he  noif — A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  There  is  no  provision  for  any  officer  holding  those  books  only  the  tax  ooUeetor 
and  the  board.  80  if  yon  applied  to  a  irentleman  who  was  not  the  legal  enstodiao 
of  the  books,  he  had  no  authority  to  deliver  themf — A.  He  was  in  possesaion  of  the 
books  at  the  time,  and  they  were  in  his  office.  The  tax  collector  lived  ten  or  twelve 
miles  from  there. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  with  what  instruotions  they  were  placed  with  himf — ^A.  No, 
eir.  He  said  to  me  that  he  had  an  order  not  to  give  them  up  to  anyoney;Or  to  aabjeet 
them  to  anybody's  inspection. 

Q.  You  say  you  found  that  the  tax  digests  of  1890  and  1891  were  ao  badly  muti- 
lated that  you  could  not  use  themf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

4).  Did  yon  see  those  books  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  have  the  appearance  of  having  been  mutilated f — ^A.  Tea,  air;  the 
backs  were  torn  off. 

Q.  Did  they  have  the  appearance  of  having  been  rat  eaten  f — A.  They  were  torn 
and  mixed  all  up  in  one  common  mass. 

Q.  Your  county  is  limited  aa  to  safe  room,  is  it  notf — A.  No,  sir;  there  is  a  pretty 
good  safe  in  the  office  of  the  ordinary. 

Q,  Plenty  of  room  for  all  the  recoDflsf — A.  I  suppose  not. 

Q.  These  old  tax  digests  are  about  of  aa  little  value  as  any  of  the  ooitntj's  books, 
are  they  notf — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  80  that  the  want  of  care  of  those  books  was  not  through  any  fanlt  or  firaod  of 
the  officers,  or  reflecting  upon  the  officers  in  whose  charge  they  weref — A«  Ko,  air. 

Q.  In  the  districts  of  Ooshen,  Lincolnton,  Parks,  and  Syberta  you  found  about  80 
disqualified  voters  f — A.  I  think  we  did. 

O.  Did  that  list  include  the  list  of  disqualified  voters  furnished  yon  by  the  tax 
eolleotor,  the  ordinary,  and  the  clerk,  or  was  it  separate  £h>m  thatf — A.  It  was 
included. 

Q.  So,  there  was  a  difference  of  only  seven  or  eight  names  in  what  you  atmck  and 
what  was  furnished  yon  to  strike  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  had  completed  your  list  in  the  other  districts,  you  would  only  have  had 
a  small  margin  to  find  according  to  the  listf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Two  of  those  districts  are  largely  Populistic,  and  one  is  Democratic  t — ^A.  Two 
ase  almost  unanimously  Populistic,  and  I  suppose  the  other  is  Popnlistio  by  a  large 
majority.    Two  of  them  are  almost  solidly  Populistic. 

Q.  Your  county  is  largely  Populistic  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Populist  party  contains  some  of  your  best  oitisensf — ^A.  Yes,  air;  quite  a 
number.    But  I  believe  the  best  citizens  are  on  the  other  side,  excepting  myself. 

Q.  But  the  large  minority  of  the  middle  class  of  citizens  belong  to  the  Populist 
party,  anil  some  of  the  best  class f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them  are  good  men. 

Q.  Yon  speak  about  your  people  ^oing  to  meetings  armed.  That  is  not  the  rule,  is 
ttl — ^A.  That  has  been  my  ooservation  for  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

Q.  Is  not  your  town  engaged  in  building  one  or  two  new  and  commodioua  school 
buildings  f — A.  We  practically  built  one,  and  failed  for  the  want  of  fnnda  and 
patronage. 

Q.  Did  you  not  start  to  build  another f— A.  No,  sir;  it  fell  through,  as  I  thought 
it  would  do. 

Q.  The  public  schools  of  your  county  compare  very  favorably  with  other  counties, 
do  they  notf-- A.  I  snppose  so;  but  we  have  very  poor  schools. 

Q.  You  consider  the  present  system  very  poorf — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  The  schools  of  our 
county  are  conducted  as  good  as  they  can  be  under  this  system. 

Q.  Yon  say  the  registration  law  is  a  failure f— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Q.  State  the  defects  in  that  law,  as  shown  by  your  experience. 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  the  question  as  being  totally  irrelevant  and  tending 
only  to  encumber  this  record.) 

Witness.  My  ideas  of  its  defects  are  that  the  registrars  do  not  have  sufficient 
time,  in  the  first  place,  to  perfect  their  work  as  it  should  be  done.    Again,  they  are 
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not  provided  with  Msistftnto  or  clerical  foree  to  carry  on  the  work.  And  the  most 
important  thing  is  that  they  should  have  the  authority  to  keep  order  and  have  that 
ptrotection  that  a  court  should  have. 

Q.  They  do  not  have  that,  according  to  your  construction  of  the  law? — A.  No,  sir. 
I  would  like  to  go  in  a  court-house  and  see  the  jndji^e  on  the  bench  and  men  standing 
all  aboat  suggesting  to  him  what  the  law  is  and  what  he  should  do.  I  think  it  ought 
to  he  stopped.    Those  are  the  principal  defects  that  I  found. 

Q.  Wita  the  exception  of  the  last  two  or  three  days,  you  spent  all  of  this  fifteen 
days  in  investigating  the  tax  digests  f-^A.  For  two  days  we  did  no  work,  beeauae 
Mr.  Zellara  and  Mr.  Stephenson  were  sick. 

Q.  You  worked  in  all  about  eleven  or  twelve  daysf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Two  of  those  days  you  spent  in  the  examination  of  people  summoned  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir.  From  Monday  evening  to  Tuesday  evening ;  and  we  made  out  the  lists  Tnes* 
4sy  night. 

Q.  So  that  you  spent  only  one* day  and  a  half  investigating  those  80  people? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir.  We  tried  to  make  our  investigations  as  thorough  as  possible  from  the  tax 
digests  and  the  stub  bdoks,  in  order  that  we  would  not  have  to  summon  anyone  liofore 
OS.  You  are  aware  that  the  counties  are  divided  up  into  various  districts  and  the 
Ux  ssaeesor  goes  around  and  assesses  the  taxes.  For  instance,  yon  live  in  the  two 
Iwadred  and  sixty-ninth  district,  and  the  tax  assessor  sees  yon  in  the  one  hundred 
ttd  eighty-sixth  district  and  takes  your  taxes  and  puts  you  down  in  the  one  hundred 
and  eighty-sixth  district,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  yon  live  and  have  registered  in 
the  two  hnndred  and  sixty-ninth  district.  We  found  a  great  deal  of  trouble  on  that 
line,  and  it  necessitated  our  going  over  the  county  to  see  if  the  parties  had  given  in 
their  taxes.  If  we  had  confined  ourselves  to  one  district  we  would  have  found  a 
great  many  more,  but  ire  found  tbem  in  other  districts.  We  did  not  desire  to  put 
layone  down  for  investigation  without  reasonable  grounds  to  investigate. 

Q.  Yon  put  down  everyone  that  the  tax  books  showed  to  be  a  defiinlterf — A.  Yes, 
air:  irom  1887  up.    We  never  went  back  beyond  18^. 

Q.  Yon  invesngated  everv  name  as  you  came  to  themf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  made  the 
investigation  thorough  before  putting  them  down.  We  put  theui  on  the  list  and 
sommoned  about  200.  Out  of  tnat  200  about  80  were  disqualified.  Some  of  those 
stated  they  had  paid  their  taxes.  The  proof  that  some  would  offer  was  that  they 
did  not  live  in  the  county  at  the  time.  We  were  very  particular  in  the  beginning  to 
have  men  who  had  knowledge  of  those  parties  and  wnere  they  were  living  for  sev- 
eral years.  Where  we  found  a  man  who  actually  did  live  out  of  the  county  he  was 
not  striekan. 

Q.  So  yon  say  that  so  far  as  yon  know  nobody  voted  who  was  not  on  the  listf — A. 
Net  that  I  knoV.  I  heard  Mr.  Joseph  Strother  say  that  one  or  two  voted  at  his 
pvseinct. 

Q.  Was  there  any  charge  that  any  voted  outside  of  those  f — ^A.  Not  that  I  heard  of. 

Q.  So  far  as  yon  know  the  registry  list  was  abided  byf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  no 
attempt  to  vote  outside  of  the  list  that  I  know  of  except  one  or  two  in  Syberts 
distriet. 

Q.  You  paid  no  attention  to  the  remarks  of  those  bystanders  f— A.  I  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  them. 

Q.  They  were  simply  the  vaporings  of  the  irresponsible  class  f— A.  I  thought  so. 
Mr.  Stephenson  himself  once  made  some  pretty  severe  remarks,  but  was  gentileman 
enough  to  apologise  afterwards. 

Q.  I  snppose  your  remarks  were  pretty  warm,  too,  at  times f— A*  I  don't  think  I 
made  any  remarks  at  any  time  calculated  to  offend  anybody.  I  was  very  careful 
there.  I  recognized  the  responsibility  of  the  duty  upon  me  and  I  wanted  to  dis- 
clisrge  it  faithfully,  honestly,  and  impartially,  without  offending  anybody. 

Q.  With  something  like  200  notices,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  regis- 
trars to  have  given  them  anything  like  the  investigation  they  should  have  had  in 
the  time  at  your  command? — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Did  the  summoned  parties  appeaalr—A.  Almost  all  of  them  did. 

(j.  Those  that  did  not  ^ou  strucx  tmi  the  listf — A.  We  certainly  did. 

Q.  You  saw  nothing  like  a  riot  on  the  occasion  of  that  election? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
don't  suppose  we  have  had  a  more  quiet  election  in  the  county  in  years  than  the  last 
election.  I  voted  as  soon  as  the  poDs  opened  and  went  home  and  went  to  bed  and 
alept  three  days. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  the  election  was  very  quiet  and  orderly? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that 
was  my  information. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Whv  did  yon  not  go  back  beyond  1888,  when  the  law  would  have  justified  your 
doing  sof— A.  In  view  of  the  immense  amount  of  work  we  had  to  do,  we  thought  it 
beeit  just  to  commence  at  that  date. 

H'  if  yon  had  taken  up  the  time  and  had  gone  through  the  books  as  far  back  9m 
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1877,  yoQ  wunld  have  fouDd  a  great  many  more  delinquents  than  you  did  find,  would 
you  notf — A.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that.  J 

Q.  Recognizing  the  fact  that  the  work  ahead  of  yon  waa  so  very  great,  and  thai 
the  difficnlties  in  the  way  were  so  numerous,  yon  did  not  undertake  to  go  back  thai 
flurf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  rhe  result  of  that  was  altogether  beneficial  to  the  Populists  and  would  be  hart- 
ful  to  the  Democratic  party  f — A.  I  thought  su. 

Q.  Something  was  asKed  you  about  the  80  who  were  stricken — if  they  were  not  th^ 
same  80  that  the  tax  collector  had  passed  on  and  furnished  you  a  list  off — ^A.  The^ 
were  not  the  same  individuals,  but  were  the  same  in  number.  We  understood  the  law 
to  mean  that  those  parties,  even  that  the  tax  collector,  the  clerk  of  court,  and  the  ordi- 
nary had  strioken,  had  a  right  to  come  before  our  board,  and  if  they  came  before  the 
board  and  sot  up  their  claim  and  appeared  that  they  were  all  right,  we  put  them  on 
on  the  list.  Consequently  we  ignored  that  entirely,  and  made  out  our  list  of  inves- 
tigations. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  yon  did  not  strike  those  furnished  you  by  them  where  the  per> 
sons  did  not  come  up  and  show  they  were  legal  voters? — ^A.  No,  sir;  we  stmokth^m 
where  we  found  they  were  not  legal  voters. 

Q.  Something  was  said  about  men  in  your  coanty  for  the  last  year  or  two  furnishing 
new  tax  receipts  for  the  last  year  or  so  Just  before  the  election,  and  the  stub  books 
did  not  show  them.  Who  had  those  receipts  f — A.  Those  parties  we  had  put  down 
for  investigation. 

Q.  What  i>olitieal  party  would  they  belong  to,  as  a  rulef — ^A.  I  think  all  of  them 
were  PopnIiHts. 

Q.  Whoso  receipt  would  it  appear  to  bef — A.  It  appeared  to  be  the  tax  collector's. 

Q.  Who  is  the  tux  collector? — A.  Mr.  Mosely — ^Mr.  S.  T.  Mosely,  a  Populist. 

Q.  What  explanation  did  he  give  that  those  receipts  handcii  in  were  not  on  the 
stubs? — A.  He  claimed  that  he  had  just  collected  them  up  or  picked  them  up  outnide 
oif  his  office.  Some  of  them  looked  very  crisp  and  new.  Some  of  them  would  appear 
as  if  they  were  for  some  years  past,  although  the  writing  and  the  receipt  would  indi- 
cate they  were  very  new.    It  looked  that  way  to  me. 

Q.  You  state  that  in  some  instances  a  man  whose  property  had  been  returned  in 
one  year  and  not  in  another,  would  come  up  when  summoned  and  pretend  that  the 
property  had  been  given  to  his  wife  or  turned  over  to  her? — ^A.  Yes.  sir.  * 

Q.  Was  not  that  evidence  considered  by  you  merely  as  a  pretext? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  that  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  board? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  In  cases  of  that  kind,  the  Populist  registrar  concurred  in  your  ruling f— A. 
Yes,  sir;  in  every  instance.     I  don't  think  he  dissented  in  a  single  instance. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  about  the  courts  not  bein^  in  session  in  your  county 
any  longer,  since  the  Populists  have  had  charge,  than  they  formerly  were.  I  wiU 
ask  you  if  that  is  not  explained  to  a  certain  extent  by  this :  That  the  PopnlisU, 
being  largely  in  the  majority,  have  created  a  •sentiment  of  this  character;  that  they 
will  not  allow  cases  in  many  instances  to  be  presented  to  the  courts  at  all,  but 
undertake  to  deal  directly  with  subjects  that  would  otherwise  be  taken  cognizance 
of  by  the  courts? — A.  I  think  that  in  a  great  many  instances  they  settle  them  among 
themselves. 

Q.  Was  not  that  sentiment  encouraged  in  the  Alliance? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it 
originated  in  the  Alliance. 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Lan^,  the  constable,  being  shot  by  a  negro  and  the  negro 
not  being  arrested.  What  political  party  did  Mr.  Lang  belong  tof — A.  The  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Q.  What  political  influences  took  au  interest  in  the  negro? — A.  It  was  the  Popu- 
list party  that  took  the  most  interest  in  him.  He  was  right  in  that  country  there, 
livingwith  one  of  the  leading  Populists  of  the  county — Mr.  Price. 

Q.  During  the  time  that  the  negro  was  being  treated  for  his  wound,  was  he  not 
under  the  protection  of  this  Mr.  Price,  and  did  not  Mr.  Price  have  this  physician 
attending  him? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  merely  state  that  Dr.  Jennings, 
of  Modoc,  S.  C,  just  across  the  Savannah  River  there,  was  sent  for  by  Mr.  [^c«. 
Dr.  Jennings  told  me  that. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony  as  being  a  matter  of  hearsay.) 

WiTXRSS.  We  was  right  down  there  near  the  river  bank,  surrounded  by  a  crowd 
of  negroes  with  guns.    So  he  told  me. 

Q.  You  say  they  were  all  Populists  in  that  section? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  if  that 
had  occurred  six  years  a^,  that  negro  would  have  been  arrested. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  it  is  not  true  that  those  gentlemen  who  went  up  to  Lincelnton 
from  Auffusta  did  not  thrust  their  services  upon  you  or  the  registrars,  but  merely 
tenderea  them  to  you  freely  to  accept  or  not  to  accept? — A.  They  merely  tendered 
their  services  to  us. 

Q.  Was  their  behavior  gentlemanly? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  not  Mr.  Fogarty  been  there  and  found  that  you  had  diflSculty  in  getting 
olerioal  assistance? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Asd  it  washiB  piirpoee  to  aid  youf — ^A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  should  their  coming  have  been  construed  otherwise? — A.  It  should  not  have 
been. 

Q.  You  were  short  of  aAsistancef — A.  Yes,  sir.  For  the  most  of  the  time^  unless 
we  could  just  pick  up  somebody. 

^.  Wes  that  calculated  to  greatly  retard  your  workf  *— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  assistance  of  some  kind  had  not  been  secureil,  would  it  not  have  practically 
made  the  dompletion  of  your  work  impossible? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  von  if  in  the  beginning  there  was  not  apprehension  on  your  part  and 
on  the  part  of  the  registrars  that  there  would  be  obstructions  to  impede  and  retard 
you  in  your  efiforts,  purely  for  the  reason  that  Mr.  Kemsen  and  others  construed 
the  law  that  if  you  did  not  conclude  they  would  all  have  to  go  on  the  list? — ^A.  I 
don't  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  there  was  a  preconceived  arrangement. 
There  was  a  crowd  of  those  Populists  around  there  every  day,  and  they  were  very 
noisy.  The  first  few  days  they  were  very  numerous,  and  it  retarded  and  interrupted 
OS  a  great  deal  in  our  work.  I  so  expressed  myself,  and  asked  the  sheriH*  time  and 
again  to  keep  the  crowd  quiet  and  not  allow  any  of  them  to  talk  unless  thev  were 
aaked  to  talk.  I  took  the  liberty  of  asking  men  of  my  own  party  out  of  the  nonse. 
That  crowd  annoyed  us  a  great  deal. 

Q.  Something  was  brought  out  on  the  cross  about  the  defects  of  the  registration 
law.  I  will  ask  you  if  those  defects  were  not  disclosed  to  you  by  reason  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Populists? — A.  Of  course  it  was. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  protection  which  you  say  you  found  so  necessary  was  not 

Protection  from  the  intimiaations  or  confusion  brought  about  by  the  Populists  ? — ^A. 
w,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  lack  of  clerical  aid  that  you  say  should  be  provided  for 
by  law  is  not  a  defect  which  would  not  have  been  of  much  value  if  you  had  been 
interropted  in  your  work  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  if  that  is  not  also  true  as  to  the  time? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  But  I  will  state  that 
with  all  the  order  and  everything  else,  it  would  be  impossible  without  clerical  aid 
to  get  through  the  work  properly  in  the  time  we  had. 

Q.  It  was  not  until  those  young  gentlemen  were  sent  up  there  from  Augusta  that 
Bufiicieot  clerical  assistance  volunteered  to  aid  you,  was  it? — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  until 
afterwards.  When  we  adjourned  that  day  at  12  o'clock  for  dinner,  Mr.  Stephenson 
seined  to  be  very  much  wrought  up.  He  called  me  to  one  side  and  said,  '^If  you 
employ  those  young  men  to  assist  in  this  matter  yon  are  goin^  to  have  the  devi 
here.'*  I  said,  **  We  have  plenty  of  clerical  force  to  do  the  work,  if  we  can  get  their 
Bervices."  I  said,  ''  If  we  can  get  our  own  people,  I  do  not  want  those  men,"  Rom 
Bemsen  came  up  and  volunteered  to  assist  us,  and  so  did  one  or  two  others.  That 
w^as  the  last  day  of  our  investigation  of  the  books. 

Q.  That  was  not,  then,  offered  to  you  by  them  until  the  most  important  work  that 
clerks  could  assist  you  in  had  already  been  done? — A.  Yes,  sir.  All  the  assistance 
we  i;ot  was  voluntary,  except  I  hired  three  yonng  men  and  gave  them  $1  per  day 
to  assist  us  for  a  few  days. 

Q.  Who  was  the  registering  officer  in  that  county  ? — A.  Mr.  Mosely,  the  tax  col- 
lector, was  the  man.  I  don't  know  who  did  the  actual  registering.  I  suppose  he 
had  ajgood  many  assistants  about  over  the  county. 

Q.  What  is  the  truth  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  were  registered — the  general 
method  adopted — as  to  taking  the  oath  and  being  sworn,  or  what? — ^A.  I  will  say 
that  I  never  saw  but  a  few  registered.  I  was  only  at  the  office  once.  I  saw  nobody 
take  any  oath,  and  nothing  was  said  about  any  oath. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  it  was  not  generally  true  and  was  known  all  over  the  country 
that  the  registering  officer  would  just  nde  around  the  neighborhood,  get  the  names 
of  the  parties  and  put  them  on  a  memorandum  book,  and  never  swear  them  at  all, 
and  jost  turn  the  names  in  to  the  tax  collector? — A.  I  was  so  inlbrmed. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  answer  as  hearsay.) 

By  Mr.  Wright: 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  some  registered? — A.  I  suppose  I  saw  a  dozen. 

Q.  None  that  you  saw  registered  took  any  oatn? — A.  No,  sir.  He  held  this,  that 
tile  oath  was  contained  in  the  book,  and  that  a  man's  signature  was  an  admission 
that  he  had  taken  the  oath. 

Q.  Nine  out  of  every  ten  negroes  do  not  read  and  write,  do  they  ? — ^A.  No,  sir;  and 
some  whites  do  not. 

Q.  That  was  his  reason  for  saying  that  it  was  written  in  the  registration  books, 
and  nobody  who  signed  the  book  took  the  oath? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whether  it  was  read  over  to  the  negro  or  the  negro  read  it,  yon  don't  know  that 
ftny  sach  was  ever  done? — A.  No,  sir.  When  I  went  to  register  I  said,  *'  Mr.  Mosely, 
the  law  requires  you  to  administer  the  oath."  The  attention  of  people  was  not  called 
to  the  oath  generally. 
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Q.  To  the  best  of  yonr  belief,  was  not  that  the  method  generally  adopted  f — A.  Yes, 
air;  to  the  best  of  uiy  belief  it  was,  but  not  my  knowledge. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  as  being  a  matter  of  hearsay  and  one  aliont 
which  the  witness  says  himself  he  can  not  positively  say.) 

Recross-examination  by  B.  M.  Grosh,  Esq. : 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  whether  the  attention  of  these  would-be  voters  was  called  to 
the  oath  or  not,  except  in  your  cusef — A.  I  was  present  when  several  were  registered 
and  their  attention  was  not  called  to  the  oath. 

Q.  Were  they  white  or  colored? — A.  Some  were  white  and  some  were  colored.  I 
never  heard  the  oath  administered  or  read  to  tbem.  When  I  registered  I  called  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Mosely  to  the  fact  that  I  knew  there  was  an  oath  and  that  I  sub- 
scribed to  it. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  other  parties  nnderstood  the  oath  and  as  sn^iscribiDg 
to  it  or  not? — A.  No,  sir.    1  had  read  the  oath  and  considered  that  I  took  It. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  the  otber  parties  considered  themselves  under  the 
same  responsibility  or  notf — ^A.  I  do  not. 

JNO.      SiMSy 

Chairman  Eegistrare  for  Lincoln  Count  if,  Ga. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W^.  B  A  BROW, 

Notary  PubliCj  Bichmond  Countjf,  Ga. 
Adjourned  until  Friday,  January  31, 1896. 

Friday,  January  SJ,  1896. 

Present  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  Boy  kin  Wright, 
esq. ;  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq. 

JAMES  FEAGAN,  for  the  contestee,  sworn : 

Direct  examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  were  yon  during  the  election  of  October  2, 1895 f — A.  I  was  out  at  the 
One  hundred  and  twenty-third  district. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  K.  Nelson  says  that  you  and  several  other  gentlemen,  whose  names  I 
have  forgotten  now,  came  there  with  wagon  loads  of  negroes,  about  100  in  number ; 
that  you  voted  them  in  the  morning,  put  them  in  the  wagons  and  carried  them  off, 
and  sometime  thereafter  you  brought  them  back  and  voted  those  same  negroes  over 
again.  What  have  you  to  say  about  that  statement? — A.  Mr.  Nelson  is  mistaken. 
After  our  hands  voted  in  the  morning  we  came  back  as  far  as  Mr.  Bowles's  store, 
where  we  were  to  disband;  but,  when  we  got  there,  we  met  two  wagon  loads  of  as 
manv  as  they  could  pack  in  them,  from  £>wn  in  the  lower  part  of  the  district— I 
think  they  were  Mr.  Walker's  hands.  We  went  back  out  to  the  polls  with  them, 
and  part  of  the  crowd  that  came  with  us  went  back  also. 

Q.  What  men  were  those? — ^A.  They  were  band  men  and  workers,  etc,  and  a  few 
followers.  * 

Q.  Did  these  men  who  went  back  the  second  time  vote  a  second  time,  or  only  those 
who  came  from  Mr.  Walker's  place  voted  when  you  returned  the  second  time?— A. 
Only  the  hands  from  Mr.  Walker's  place  voted  when  we  returned  the  second  time. 
If  we  had  not  met  them  there,  we  were  going  to  disband  and  wo  home.  We  hsd 
been  there  that  day  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  crowd  and  Keeping  the  crowd 
together. 

Q.  Yon  and  the  other  gentlemen  and  the  workers  went  back? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  signs  of  intimidation  there  that  day? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  irregularities  of  any  sort? — A.  No,  sir. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  were  assisting  in  bringing  the  voters  to  the  polls  that  day? — A.  That  was 
my  business. 

Q.  Did  you  go  with  the  wagons  and  drum  up  the  voters,  and  bring  them  up  and 
vote  them? — A.  I  did  not  bring  them  up  and  vote  them,  but  was  assisting  in  getting 
them  to  the  polls.  They  were  to  gather  and  start  from  my  place  of  business  that 
morning. 

Q.  How  far  is  yonr  place  of  business  iVom  the  polls? — A.  Nearly  3  miles. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  a  store? — A.  Yes,  sir;  my  store  was  the  meeting  point. 

Q.  There  you  loaded  the  voters  on  wagons  and  carried  them  to  the  precinct  f-- 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  your  wagon  would  return  and  get  others  and  carry  them?— A.  No,  sir; 
we  just  voted  that  crowd  that  we  carried  out. 

Q.  You  only  carried  one  crowd  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is,  the  crowd  we  first  carried  out. 

Q.  You  carried  the  crowd  out  in  the  morning  and  voted  them  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  yoar  wagons  continue  to  run  all  day  bringing  in  voters f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  don't 
remember  the  wagons  going  buck  any  more. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  bad  a  band  oat  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  in  order  to  attract  the  crowd  and  bring  up  the  voters f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  started  back  with  those  who  had  voted  with  the  intention  of  dis- 
banding f — A.  Yes,  hir. 

Q.  And  before  you  disbanded  yon  met  another  party  from  down  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  connty  on  their  way  to  the  polls? —A.  When  we  came  there  to  disband  and 
each  man  was  going  home  we  met  these  two  wagon  loads  from  the  lower  end  of  the 
district,  and  we  tnrue^l  around  and  went  back  out  with  them. 

Q.  Yon  turned  your  teams  around  and  went  backf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  crowd  that  you  had  carried  away  from  the  polls  in  the  morning  went 
back  with  yonf — A.  No,  sir;  only  a  part  of  them. 

(j.  About  what  proportion  of  them  t — ^A.  I  don't  know.  A  great  many  of  them 
were  workers,  and  they  went  back. 

Q.  All  of  the  workers  went  back  and  some  of  the  followers? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  soqie  of  those  people  did  not  vote  again? — 
A.  If  they  did  I  did  not  see  them. 

Q.  All  you  could  say  is  you  did  not  see  them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  in  a  pretty  good 
position  to  see  them,  and  I  know  all  of  those  negroes. 

Q.  Some  of  them  mav  have  possibly  repeated  au<i  you  not  known  it? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  I  understand  the  extent  of  your  testimony  it  is  that  if  there  was  any  repeat- 
ing you  did  not  see  it? — A.  I  never  saw  any  repeating;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  colored  list  at  that  time  pretty  well  all  voted,  or  was  there  a  large 
proportion  that  was  unvoted? — A.  The  colored  list  was  pretty  well  voted. 

Q.  Did  this  last  batch  that  you  carried  out  in  Mr  Walker's  wagon  about  close  up 
the  list? — A.  I  think  it  did,  very  near  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  there  were  in  that  crowd? — A.  No,  sir;  a  2-hor8e 
wa^on  like  that  will  carry  about  25  men. 

Q.  And  there  were  two  wagons? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  your  two  wagons  went  back  also? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  had  in  all  about  100  men? — A.  I  think  there  were  about  40  In  Mr. 
Walker's  wagons  and  only  a  few  went  back  in  my  wagons. 

Q.  All  the  workers  went  back  and  several  white  men? — ^A.  Pretty  well  all  of  our 
white  friends  went  back. 

Q.  They  went  back  to  see  that  Walker's  negroes  voted  for  Migor  Black? — A.  The 
negroes  would  have  done  that,  anyway. 

Q.  That  was  their  object  in  going  back? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  money  paid  to  voters  that  day  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  compensation  to  the  voters  or  as  compensation  for  their  lost  time  in  going  to 
the  polls? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  any  money. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  whisky  being  used? — A.  No,  sir;  this  crowd  was  going  to  vote 
for  Major  Black.  We  gave  them  some  lunch  and  some  liquor  about  half  past  8  or  9 
o^clock,  about  a  mile  away  from  the  polls  as  we  were  going  out. 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  their  dinner? — ^A.  No,  sir;  1  think  we  gave  them  something 
to  eat  that  evening  when  we  returned  to  disband.  When  we  returned  from  the 
poorbouse  this  crowd  was  there. 

Q.  Did  you  give  the  second  crowd  some  lunch  after  they  voted? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  the  tirst  crowd  that  got  the  whisky  and  the  lunch? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Waa  there  something  like  a  regular  barbecue  out  there  that  day? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
they  would  just  come  in  and  get  some  sausage,  and  crackers  and  cheese,  etc. 

Q.  It  was  all  free? — A.  No,  sir;  they  bongnt  what  they  got  from  Mr.  Bowles. 

Q.  They  did  not  have  any  free  lunch? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  bought  the  whisky  from  Mr.  Bowles? — A.  No,  air;  we  gave  them  that. 

Q.  The  whisky  was  free? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  that  day? — A.  No,  sir;  nor  any  intimidf^ 
tion  at  all,  whatever. 

Q.  No  Te-pesLting  or  intimidation,  and  Mr.  Nelson  is  mistaken? — A.  He  might  have 
thought  that  second  crowd  was  the  first  crowd  we  carried  off,  and  that  we  were 
bringing  them  back. 

Q.  How  far  do  you  live  from  the  city? — ^A.  I  think  about  300  yards  beyond  the 
city  lines. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  polls  pretty  well  all  day? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  barricade  or  anything  of  that  sort  in  front  of  those  polls? — A. 
No,  sir;  nothing  in  the  world.  The  polls  were  wide  open.  There  was  nothing  there 
but  the  window.    A  man  would  Just  walk  up  and  deposit  his  ballot. 

Q.  I  believe  all  the  managers  out  there  were  Democrats,  were  they  not? — ^A.  No, 
sir;  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Populist  manager? — A.  I  don't  recollect;  I  think  there  was  one 
Populist  and  two  Democrats  on  the  board. 
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Q.  That  is  a  very  l&Tfjre  district,  is  it  notf— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  thiuk  it  is  the  largest  dis- 
trict iu  the  county  outside  of  the  city  wards. 

Q.  A  great  luaDy  colored  peoi)le  live  out  there?— A.  Yen^  sir;  the  population  is 
principally  colored.  Take  tbeui  about  where  1  live,  just  across  the  line,  and  I  suppose 
there  are  a  thousand  voters  rieht  around  there. 

Q.  Unless  you  were  personally  acquainted  with  the  parties  it  would  be  difficult  to 
say  whether  a  colored  man  was  repeating,  would  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  them  all  out  in  there. 

Q.  You  are  not  acquainted  with  nenr  all  that  voted  that  day? — A.  Nearly  all  of 
them,  except  this  crowd  that  came  up  Irom  the  lower  part  of  the  district.  I  was  not 
acquainted* with  that  crowd. 

Q.  It  is  unnecessary  to  ask  if  you  are  a  Democrat? — A.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

Q.  You  were  one  of  the  workers  for  Major  Black? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  was  interested 
in  his  election. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  the  election  iu  1894? — A.  I  simply  voted  and  came  away. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote?— A.  hi  the  Fourth  Ward,  in  the  city  of  Augusta.  I  did 
not  go  to  the  poorhouse  in  the  election  of  1894,  and  did  not  t-ake  any  active  part  in  it. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  in  1892? — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  only  one  election  that  I  did  not 
take  any  active  pait  in,  and  that  was  in  1894. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  or  fraud  in  1892? — A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  polls  that  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  say  I  did  see  intimidation 
at  the  election  of  1892,  and  it  was  on  the  part  of  the  Populists.  I  was  a  United 
titates  marshal,  or  deputy  sherifi',  on  the  Democratic  side.  It  was  after  9  o'clock 
when  we  got  there.  The  Populists  were  standing  on  the  outside  of  the  fence,  up  and 
down  the  road,  and  outside  the  gate.  They  had  voted,  and  we  were  going  up  to 
vote.  They  just  made  one  lunge  at  us  to  break  our  ranks,  or  scatter  the  crowd,  or 
knock  down  the  leaders.  This  colored  man,  Horton,  who  was  afterwards  shot, 
struck  at  me  with  a  stick,  and  I  dodged  the  blow  and  struck  at  him  with  my  pistol. 
They  then  got  mixed  up.  We  were  going  along  two  and  two,  as  quietly  as  could 
be.    That  was  when  the  row  was  started. 

Q.  Horton  was  the  man  who  was  killed  by  Mr.  Bowles? — A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  Horton  was  a  Popalist? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Bowles  was  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  struck  Horton  with  a  pistol? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  attempt  to  strike  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  had  struck  at  me  with  a  big  stick 
ana  I  dodged  the  blow  and  struck  him  with  the  pistol ;  he  struck  Mr.  Welsh  acrosi 
the  arm  with  the  stick;  he  knocked  Mr.  Bowles  down,  and  somebody  snatched  Mr. 
Bowles's  stick ;  they  were  aiming  another  blow  at  him,  and  as  Mr.  Bowles  arose  he 
shot. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  stick  was  it  that  Horton  had? — ^A.  It  was  a  medium-sized  stick. 

Q.  Was  it  a  hickory  stick?— A.  I  could  not  tell  you;  it  looked  like  a  hickoiy 
stick. 

Q.  Nobody  was  prevented  firom  voting  there  in  1892  f — A.  No,  sir.  Just  as  soon  as 
this  fight  occurred  they  all  left;  they  said  they  were  going  to  Butler's  Creek  and 
arm  themselves,  and  come  back  and  Idll  the  Democrats;  that  was  the  report  that  got 
out.  I  arrested  Mr.  Bowles  and  brought  him  into  the  city  and  turned  him  over  to 
the  jailer. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  started  that  report  about  their  arming  themselves  and  return- 
ing?— A.  No,  sir.  The  sheriff  came  out  there  with  some  deputies,  and  I  went  to  meet 
him;  I  had  just  returned  after  putting  Mr.  Bowles  in  jail. 

Q.  That  threat  was  not  carried  out^— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  it  or  not? — ^A.  Xo  more 
than  that  the  sheriff  came  out  there  with  those  deputies  t-o  assist  us  in  keeping 
order. 

Q.  He  had  simply  heard  the  rumor? — A.  I  think  it  was  telephoned  to  him  while  I 
was  gone  with  Mr.  Bowles. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  no  Democrats  were  driven  from  the  polls? — A.  There  were 
two  of  us  who  had  to  leave  that  day. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Bowles  vote  that  day? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  did  or  not;  I 
voted. 

Q.  The  election  of  1894  you  know  very  little  about? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  hitched  up 
my  horse,  and  myself  and  Mr.  Welsh  drove  up  to  the  Fourth  Ward  and  voted,  and 
then  returned  home. 

Q.  You  saw  no  evidence  of  repeating  there  that  day? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  none  in  1892? — A.  No,  sir. 

Redirect  examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  knew  those  men  who  had  voted  early  in  the  momingf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  would  have  recognized  them  if  they  nad  attempted  to  repeat  ? — A.  Ye«,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  no  signs  of  repeating? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Mr.  Gross  asked  yoa  whether  or  not  these  Democrats  were  driven  from  the 
polls.  The  other  side  tried  to  drive  them  away,  did  they  notf — A.  They  made  the 
attempt  to  do  so.  My  idea  was  those  Popnlists  bad  already  voted  before  we  got  there ; 
we  intended  to  allow  them  to  vote  first  so  that  we  conld  set  through ;  we  were  late  in 
gt^tting  ont  there;  they  had  already  voted ;  and  then  tliey  made  this  rosh  into  ns 
with  the  purpose,  I  think,  that  if  they  could  knock  down  Ave  or  six  of  our  men  and 
disable  them  they  would  demoralize  the  whole  crowd.  At  that  time  they  had  the 
precinct  tbeir  own  way. 

Recross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  That  is  simply  a  matter  of  opinion,  is  it  notf — A.  It  looked  that  way,  and  I 
think  their  action  proved  the  fact. 

Q.  On  the  contrary,  did  not  the  action  prove  that  the  Democrats  drove  the  Popn- 
lists away? — A.  No,  sir.     We  did  not  make  the  assanlt;  they  mnde  it. 

Q.  Was  it  not  difficult  for  yon  to  tell  who  was  making  the  assault f — A.  No,  sir; 
lot  when  a  man  is  striking  at  me  with  a  stick.    Our  crowd  had  been  very  (|uiet. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  drove  the  Popnlists  away  from  the  polls,  did  you  notf — 
X.  No,  sir.  They  went  away,  declaring  they  were  going  to  arm  themselves  and  come 
bark  and  kill  us. 

Q.  They  did  not  come  back  f — A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  Mr.  Bowles  shot  one  Populist f — A.  Yes,  sir;  after  the  Populist  had  tried  hia 
best  to  get  one  of  us. 

James  J.  Frag  an. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public^  Richmond  County ,  Ga. 

I   N.  ZELLARS,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside f — A.  At  Goshen.  Lincoln  County,  Ga. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resi<1ed  there  f — A.  About  twenty  live  years. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Lincoln  f — A.  All  my  life, 
with  the  exception  of  nine  years.  My  father  moved  to  Lincoln  when  I  was  9  years 
of  age,  from  Wilkes,  an  adjoining  county. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  or  occupation  f — A.  A  farmer,  a  merchant,  and  postmaster. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics f — A.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Were  you  a  mei^ber  of  the  board  of  registrars  of  the  county  of  Lincoln  f — ^A. 
I  was. 

Q.  Who  appointed  youf — A.  I  was  appointed  by  Judge  Seaborn  Reese,  judge  of 
the  superior  court  of  the  northern  circuit. 

Q.  Was  he  formerly  a  Member  of  Congress  from  this  district f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  your  associates  on  that  board f — A.  Dr.  John  Simms  and  Mr.  N.  W. 
Stt^phenson. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  Dr.  John  Simms f — A.  He  is  looked  upon  as  a  man  of 
ondonbted  veracity.  He  is  a  very  prominent  gentleman,  and  a  man  of  high  standing 
and  unswerving  integrity. 

Q.  He  has  represented  your  county  in  the  legislature  in  its  better  days,  has  he 
notf — A.  Yes,  sir;  two  or  three  times,  1  think. 

Q.  He  is  a  prominent  physician  as  well  as  a  leading  citizen,  is  he  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  served  with  him  on  the  board  of  registrars! — A.  I  did. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  discharged  your  duties,  or  whether  the  discharge  of 
your  duties  was  characterized  by  fairness  and  impartiality. — A.  We  did  that  work  to 
the  l>est  of  our  ability.  We  agreed  to  divest  ourselves  of  everything  in  the  way  of 
partisanship,  and  I  know  I  did  so. 

(4.  What  time  did  you  begin  your  work  as  registrars  before  the  election  f — A.  I 
think  about  fourteen  days  before  the  election.  We  did  not  work  but  eleven  days; 
one  of  us  was  eick,  and  I  think  we  lost  three  d»ys  on  account  of  sickness  among 
members  of  the  board;  1  was  sick  once,  and  so  was  Mr.  Stephenson. 

Q.  How  did  you  begin  your  work  and  what  method  did  you  adopt  in  arriving  at 
who  should  be  and  who  should  not  be  on  the  registry  listf — A.  We  took  the  list  of 
registered  voters  as  it  was  gotten  up,  and,  of  courHe,  went  to  the  tax  books  to  see  if 
a  man  had  paid  his  taxes.  The  books  for  two  of  the  years  wo  could  not  do  anything 
with;  I  think  they  were  for  1889  and  1890,  or  1889  and  1891;  I  know  there  were  two; 
we  conld  do  nothing  with  those  two  books. 

Q.  What  was  the  matter  with  tbein? — A.  They  were  all  mixed  up,  and  one  was  in 
the  other.  You  know,  these  tax  books  only  have  the  date  on  the  back.  These  two 
books  were  all  mixed  up  together. 

(i-  Do  you  know  how  they  came  that  way? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  claimed  that  they 
fell  down,  or  were  torn  up  by  carelessness. 
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Q.  Under  whose  management,  or  in  whose  control,  were  those  books f— A.  Jadge 
Remsen's. 

Q.  What  party  does  he  belong  to! — A.  The  Populist  party. 

Q.  What  relation  does  he  bear  toward  that  party  in  Lincoln  Conntyt — A.  He  is 
the  lender  of  it;  the  head  of  it.  When  the  books  were  called  lor,  he  claimed  that 
we  had  uu  right  to  them ;  that  the  place  for  those  books  was  in  his  of!ice«  and  that  he 
might  have  use  for  them  at  any  time,  and  thnt  he  was  the  custodian  of  them.  Dr. 
Simuis  said,  '*  We  have  got  a  right  to  them,  and  1  am  going  t^i  take  them  upstairB 
where  we  hold  our  sessions. ''  It  was  very  necessary,  to  ascertain  who  had  paid  their 
taxes  and  who  had  not  paid  their  taxes,  for  us  to  have  access  to  those  books.  We 
were  obliged  to  do  it. 

Q.  It  was  also  very  necessary  that  those  books  should  be  in  a  condition  that  wonld 
enable  you,  by  examining  them,  to  ascertain  who  had  paid  their  tAxes  and  who  had 
not  t — A.  It  was. 

Q.  W^hat  explanation  did  Judge  Remsen  undertake  to  givef — A.  He  said  we  had 
no  right  to  take  them  oat  of  his  office;  that  he  was  likely  to  need  them  at  any  time. 

Q.  He  said  he  did  not  know  how  came  the  books  in  such  a  dilapidated  condition  ? — 
A.  He  said,  ''I  can  not  account  really  for  how  they  came  in  that  condition.'*  That 
is  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  How  far  back  did  you  begin  to  go  in  your  investigations  and  examination  of 
the  books f — A.  We  only  went  back  to  1888;  I  think  that  was  the  ye.-ir.  I  do  not 
think  that  we  went  as  far  back  :is  1887,  but  we  possibly  did.  We  did  not  at  the 
start. 

Q.  You  are  snre  you  did  not  go  behind  l^'87f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  f — A.  Because  we  did  not  have  time  to  do  it  and  get  through  with  it  at  all. 

Q.  Then  you  gave  the  Populists  the  benetit  of  at  least  six  or  seven  years? — A,  We 
gave  them  the  benefit  of  ten  years — from  1877  to  1887 — it  was  twelve  years,  if  yea 
count  those  two  dilapidated  books. 

Q.  Beginning  with  the  tax  books  of  1888,  yon  compared  the  registry  list  that  was 
furnished  you.     Did  you  take  them  by  districts? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  On  what  district  did  you  begin? — A.  The  White  Plains  portion  of  the  coanty. 

Q.  How  did  you  proceed? — A.  We  had  the  registry  list  before  us;  we  would  btart 
with  the  first  man's  name,  to  see  whether  or  not  he  lind  paid  his  taxes.  If  they  had 
not  paid,  we  notified  them  to  appear  before  us  and  bring  their  receipts  or  something. 

Q.  You  wonld  take  up,  say,  the  first  name  on  the  White  Plains  (listrict.  and  ibeo 
go  through  the  tax  books  from  1887  or  1888  np  to  1894,  with  the  exception  of  the 
two  years  where  the  books  were  defaced,  and  if  you  found  that  he  was  a  defaulter 
yon  wonld  pnt  his  name  on  the  suspect  list  to  be  examined? — A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if,  in  your  investigations,  you  did  not  find  that  work  was  so  slow 
that  yon  did  or  did  not  investigate  every  yavr  from  1887  np? — A.  Yes,  sir;  if  ve 
fonnd  a  fellow  that  had  been  paying  his  taxes  pretty  regnlarly,  and  he  was  a  roan 
whom  we  knew  all  right,  we  wonld  sometimes  skip  two  or  three  yean.  I  think  we 
did  that  in  several  instances  with  men  who  were  known  to  the  wliolt*  board. 

Q.  In  that  investigation,  was  Mr.  Stephenson,  the  Popnlist  registrar,  with  you?— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  he  participated  in  that  investigation. 

Q.  Did  he  acquiesce  in  all  the  conclusions  you  reiiched  there? — A.  Every  single  one. 

Q.  When  the  tax  books  indicated  that  a  party  was  a  defaulter,  you  put  his  name 
down  on  the  list  as  a  snspect? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  sent  him  a  suumions. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  have  on  that  list  when  yon  stopped  investigating  the 
books? — ^A.  We  had  50  in  the  first  district.  In  round  numbers,  we  had  over  200;  that 
iB,  approximate. 

Q.  vVhat  dintricts  did  you  get  through  in  investigating  the  books? — A.  White 
Plains,  Goshen,  Lincolnton,  Parks,  and  half  of  Syberta. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  finish  at  all,  how  many? — A.  Shady  Hill,  Salem,  and  SamaeU, 
and  half  of  Sybert**. 

Q.  Is  not  Salem  district  practically  unanimously  Populistic? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  there  were  not  but  one  or  two  Democrats  iti  that  districtf— 
A.  I  think  Gns.  Wright  and  Mr.  Hawes  are  the  only  two  Democrats  in  that  district 

Q.  How  many  Populists  are  there  in  that  district  ? — A.  I  think  there  are  something 
like  300.     It  is  one  of  the  largest  that  there  are. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  from  experience  that  that  district  would  have  been  the  very 
heaviest  wherein  you  wonld  have  found  Populist  defaulters? — A.  There  may  have 
been  as  many  paid  np  as  in  the  others,  but  there  would  have  been  more  who  were 
not,  on  account  of  its  size. 

Q.  You  did  not  begin  sending  out  any  notices  until  how  long  before  the  eleotiouf— 
A.  I  think  about  two  dayn;  that  is,  we  had  abdiit  two  days  to  investigate  them.  To 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  they  were  notified  Saturday  to  appear  Monday  and 
Tuesday. 

Q.  Then  yon  had  to  stop  your  investigation  of  the  books  about  Satunlav  night 

•^fore  the  election? — A.  No,  sir;  we  worked  some  little  on  them  Tuesday  wlien  we 

t  a  little  time. 
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Q.  All  of  tboHO  whose  names  were  not  reached  on  the  tax  books  at  all,  you  put  on 
the  list  of  registered  voters? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  took  them  right  from  the  tax  books. 

Q.  And  yon  put  everybody  on  the  voters'  list  that  you  did  not  have  an  opportunity 
to  have  before  you,  whether  they  were  tax  defaulters  or  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yott  did  not  withhold  the  name  of  any  man  from  the  voteis'  list  except  those 
Ton  cited  to  appear  before  yon,  and  who  appeared! — ^A.  Not  one,  to  the  best  of  my 
Knowledge. 

Q.  If  you  had  had  time  to  have  gone  through  that  list  and  to  have  examined  them 
sll  and  cited  them  all,  instead  of  having  eighty  odd,  how  many,  to  the  best  of  your 
knowledge  and  belief,  would  have  been  stricken  as  not  having  paid  their  taxes f — A. 
I  have  no  idea.    Not  leas  than  400.    That  is  a  guess. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  question  as  being  a  matter  entirely  of  opinion^ 
the  witness  saying  the  same  is  a  guess.) 

Witness.  We  had  gone  through  but  a  little  over  a  half,  and  we  had  over  200  then. 

Q.  The  districts  that  you  had  not  investigated  were  no  better  on  an  average  than 
tho«i«  you  did  investigate,  were  they,  in  that  respect? — A.  1  don't  know  that  they 
were.    I  could  not  say. 

Q.  On  the  contrary,  Salem  was  the  worst  Populist  district  in  the  county,  was  it 
notf — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  only  two  Democrats  there. 

Q.  How  was  it  that  you  got  along  so  slow  in  your  work  ? — A.  It  took  us  some  time 
to  ^et  started,  and  then  we  were  anuoyed  by  the  crowd  around  us  and  could  not  keep 
order.    ''This  thing  was  right,''  and  **that  thing  was  wrong,"  etc. 

Q.  What  crowd  wiis  that?— A.  The  Populists. 

Q.  Who  headed  the  Populists  there  in  that  matter? — A.  Mr.  Kemsen  is  considered 
at  the  head  of  the  Populists. 

Q.  What  would  they  do? — A.  Wheu  we  would  propose  to  strike  a  man,  they  would 
come  lip  and  say,  *'Tliat  is  not  right.  If  you  take  him  otf,  why  don't  you  put  on  the 
other  man."  The  crowd  was  talking  all  around  us  and  we  could  not  keep  them  away. 
I  thm'r.  say  that  all  of  them  did  that. 

Q.  How  many  would  be  in  that  crowd? — A.  Sometimes  there  would  be  10  or  20. 
SoiiiM  days  there  would  be  more  than  on  others.  The  first  day  there  were  a  great 
Biaay  there. 

Q.  Did  the  sheriff  keep  order? — A.  Well,  no;  he  did  not. 

Q.  If  he  was  told  to  do  anything  in  that  Hue,  could  he  do  it? — A.  In  all  this  confu- 
sion. Dr.  Simms,  who  w}is  chairman,  would  after  awhile  tell  the  sheriff  to  tell  them  to 
stop  or  get  out.    They  would  do  that,  and  directly  they  would  all  come  back  again. 

(j.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  s her iif  himself,  Mr.  (Jullars,  did  not  create  a  great  deal  of 
confusion  f — A.  I  can  not  say  that  he  did  at  the  time  that  we  were  at  work,  but  he 
did  at  one  time. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  there  was  any  cursing  and  abusive  language  used  by  any  of 
them  in  the  presence  of  the  registrars  in  connection  with  their  work? — A.  I  don't 
remember.  There  was  some  abusive  language;  yes.  They  would  say  we  were  not 
doing  right  and  that  our  decisions  were  unjust. 

Q.  They  would  speak  that  indiscriminately  and  without  any  order? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  the  8anie  kind  of  a  mob  all  the  time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  confusion.  There 
were  so  many  talking  that  we  could  not  get  al  ng  with  our  work. 

Q.  Did  yon  all  protest  against  it? — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  told  them  to  keep  order;  and 
they  would  st<)]>  a  few  minutes,  and  directly  they  would  be  just  as  bad  as  ever. 

Q.  What  diiliculties  did  you  h:ive  in  the  way  oi  clerks  during  the  first  part,  and 
up  to  the  last? — A.  Peofde' would  come  in  and  help  us  a  little  while.  Next  day 
maybe  they  could  not  come,  and  we  would  have  to  try  and  get  somebody  else. 

Q.  Yon  were  gr  atly  embarrassed  for  the  lack  of  clerical  aid? — A.  Yes^  sir;  we 
eonld  not  get  them  in  there.  They  would  come  in  and  do  very  well  for  awhile.  But 
we  did  not  have  them  all  the  time. 

Q.  Was  not  a  great  deal  of  your  time  spent  in  trying  to  get  to  rights  those  books 
that  were  defaced  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  Did  you  make  any  efforts  to  try  and  get  them  straightened  out? — A.  Yes, sir. 
And  the  chairman  of  the  board  offered  two  gentlemen  $2.50  each  if  they  could  get 
those  books  straight  and  togeth<'r. 

Q,  Who  were  they  f — A.  Mr.  W.  A.  Odom  was  one;  I  don't  recall  the  other. 

Q.  W^ere  they  Populists? — A,  Yes,  sir;  both  of  them.  They  looked  at  the  books 
awhile,  and  then  said  they  could  not  do  anything  with  them,  and  gave  it  up. 

Q.  Yon  simply  just  had  to  leave  those  two  years  out  bodily  in  your  investigation? — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  did. 

Q.  Anybody  who  had  failed  to  pay  taxes  for  those  years — there  would  be  nothing 
to  show  it  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  Their  names  would  have  to  remain  on  the  registry  list,  whether  they  were 
defaulters  or  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.     We  had  nothing  to  tj;o  by  or  to  get  at  them  with. 

Q.  Were  there  any  young  men  sent  up  from  Augusta  to  aid  you  in  your  clerical 
*ork  in  the  latter  part  of  your  investigations  as  registrars? — A.  There  were  two 
gentlemen  who  came  there,  named  Hearden  and  Steed;  and  Mr.  Fogarty  also  came. 
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Q.  What  was  their  mission ;  and  did  they  thrnst  themselves  npon  yon,  or  did  they 
simply  tender  their  services  as-gentlemen  f — A.  They  did  not  thrust  themselves  npon 
US.  They  said  they  understood  that  we  were  very  much  behind,  and  that  they  were 
expert  writers,  and  that  if  we  needed  their  services  we  could  have  them. 

Q.  Yon  did  need  clerical  services  badly  at  that  time? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  were  they  received  up  there  f — A.  The  Populists  said  those  men  had  no 
business  up  there;  that  Lincoln  County  could  run  her  affairs  without  any  aid  ^m 
Augusta,  and  that  they  had  better  go  back  home. 

Q.  What  day  was  it  that  they  came  up  there  and  made  their  appearance f — ^A.  I 
can  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Was  it  not  on  Saturday  before  the  election  f — ^A.  I  think  it  was  Friday  or 
Saturday. 

Q.  After  they  came  there  that  moruiug,  what  was  done  and  what  happened  in 
regard  to  the  assemblage  of  persons  there? — A.  There  was  a  considerable  crowd 
gathered  that  day ;  but  we  went  on  with  our  work  and  left  them  out  there. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  it  is  not  true  that  runners  were  sent  out  soon  after  those  two 
gentlemen  made  their  appearance  there,  for  the  Populists  to  assemble,  and  if  soon 
after — within  an  hour  more  or  less — 50  or  100  PopuliHt«  did  not  appear  there  with 
bludgeons,  or  sticks,  and  armsf — A.  It  was  not  in  relation  to  those  two  gentlemen, 
but  wns  when  Mr.  Fogarty  came  there  the  second  time.  I  believe  there  were  when 
Mr.  Fogarty  came.     When  he  came,  those  two  gentlemen  went  off  and  he  stayed. 

Q.  It  was  after  this  demonstration  was  made  that  they  went  off? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  not  true  that  runners  were  sent  out  and  that  from  50  to  100  people  came 
in  there  with  warlike  demonstrations  f — A.  That  was  what  was  claimed,  and  I  know 
they  did  come  in. 

Q.  Tell  lis  what  was  the  feeling  there  that  day  in  reference  to  this,  and  what  was 
necessary  for  those  yonng  men  to  do,  and  what  happened. — A.  The  feeling  of  indig- 
nation was  very  high  among  the  Populists.  They  said  those  gentlemen  had  no  busi- 
ness up  there;  that  Lincoln  County  could  run  her  own  affairs  without  any  help  from 
Augnsta,  and  that  they  were  not  goirig  to  submit  to  it. 

Q.  Who  said  thatt — A.  It  was  said  all  around — everywhere — ^the  whole  business; 
they  were  tfilking  all  around.  I  could  not  tell  you  any  particular  man,  but  it  was 
Just  a  buzz,  so  to  speak,  through  the  whole  of  them. 

Q.  Was  that  crowd  very  much  excited? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  seemed  to  be  consider- 
ably stirred  up. 

Q.  Was  there,  or  not,  mutterings  or  threaten ings  that  if  those  gentlemen  did  not 
leave  there  would  be  trouble? — A.  Yes,  sir.  They  said  those  gentlemen  did  not  have 
anything  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Were  not  their  demonstrations  very  belligerent  and  threatening? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  it  did  not  become  necessary  and  prudent  for  those  yonng  men  to 
leave,  and  they  <1id  leave? — A.  If  they  had  been  called  in  to  give  us  assiatanc  .  I 
think  there  would  have  been  trouble.     So,  we  did  not  ask  them  in. 

Q.  There  were  not  msny people  in  thevillage  until  this  rumor  had  been  circulated 
and  the  parties  be}]:an  to  come  in,  was  there ?^A.  No,  sir;  only  10  or  15. 

Q.  How  many  assembled  there  after  this  message  was  sent  out? — A.  I  suppose  90 
or  75 — from  .50  to  75. 

Q.  How  did  they  come? — A.  Some  walked  and  some  rode. 

Q.  What  sort  of  demonstrations  did  they  make?— A.  They  just  came  up  and  got 
together  and  said  they  could  run  this  thing  themselves,  and  that  they  would  not 
suffer  other  people  to  come  there  and  run  things. 

Q.  The  registrars,  in  deference  to  that  feel  in;;,  I  suppose,  thought  it  prndent  and 
proper  not  to  accept  the  services  of  those  gentlemen? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  were  for 
peace. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  or  see  how  Mr.  Fogarty  was  treated  by  those  people  up  there!— A. 
I  could  not  say  positively  how  he  was  treated.  I  know  that  threat«  were  made.  He 
went  but  into  .hulge  Remsen's  office  and  while  he  was  in  there  I  went  to  see  what 
they  were  doing,  and  about  that  time  the  sheriff  came  out  of  the  door  and  said  that 
*'If  they  wanted  a  fuss  they  couM  get  it,  and  get  it  quick,  and  that  if  then*  was 
any  fiiBS  he  was  in  it."  lie  said,  "They  are  trying  to  run  this  business  here,  and  if 
they  want  a  fiiss  I  am  in  it.''  I  said  to  him,  ''Yon  are  my  friend,  and  I  want  to  tell 
you  that  you  are  wrong  about  this  thing." 

Q.  I  wish  to  know  how  Mr.  Fogarty  waa  treated,  and  then  you  can  go  into  details. 
Was  he,  or  not.  treated  with  great  indignity  and  discourtesy  there  by  the  crowd 
that  assembled  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  the  Populists  were  not  cursing  either  in  his  presence  or  about 
him? — A.  I  don't  know  that  it  was  in  his  presence,  but  I  heard  it  when  he  was  not 
present.  They  said  he  would  have  to  get  away  from  there.  I  heard  one  of  them 
sav  "The ha«  no  bnsiuess  up  here. " 

Q.  Who  said  that?— A.  Mr.  N.  W.  Stephenson. 

Q.  The  Populist  registrar  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  Mr.  Fogarty  conduct  himself  as  a  gentleman  while  there f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  so 
&r  as  I  saw. 

Q.  He  tried  to  avoid  a  clash  with  that  mob  when  it  came  up  f — ^A.  As  far  as  I  know 
he  did.    I  was  not  with  him  all  the  time. 

Q.  Was  there  not  in  the  crowd  that  assembled  all  sorts  of  jeers  and  sneers  about 
those  gentlemen  who  weDt  there  from  Aagnsta,  which  were  calculated  to  bring  about 
strife  and  trouble  if  they  had  not  been  very  forbearing? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  those  parties  came  in  to  whom  did  they  usually  report  as  they  assem- 
bled f — A.  Judge  Kemsen  was  the  leader  of  the  wholo  crowd:  that  was  my  opinion. 
He  is  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  also.  I  am  not  saying  that  because  I  nave  any- 
thing against  him,  for  we  have  been  friends  for  years.  He  is  as  warm  a  friend  as  I 
have  on  earth,  I  suppose,  but  the  truth  is  the  truth. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  Populists  don't  go  to  Mr.  Remsen  almost  exclusively  up 
there  regarding  their  politics  and  party  interests  ? — A.  That  is  the  general  opinion 
of  it. 

Q.  He  can  control  the  party  there  almost  as  completely A.  As  the  Czar  of 

Russia. 

Q.  They  are  generally  at  his  beck  and  call  in  any  movement? — A.  That  is  what  I 
think  about  it. 

Q.  I  will  ask  ^ou  if  it  was  not  admitted  at  the  conclusion  of  your  labors  that  the 
Democratic  registrars  of  Lincoln  County  bad  behaved  with  great  impartiality  and 
Qonpartisanship  during  their  investigations? — A.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  the  best  men  of 
the  Populist  party  toltl  us  that. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  One  was  Mr.  W.  A.  Hogan,  who  is  a  school-teacher  and  a 
prea<;her. 

Q.  Is  he  a  brother  of  the  Populist  representative  of  that  county? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  Mr.  Remsen,  the  leader  of  the  party,  did  not  say  that  you  had 
Mted  fuirly  and  squarely  ? — A.  He  said  he  thought  we  had  done  the  best  we  could, 
bnt  that  be  did  not  agree  with  some  of  our  rulings. 

Q.  What  rulings? — A.  I  never  asked  him. 

Q.  Were  any  of  your  rulings  made  that  were  not  acquiesced  in  by  Mr.  Stephenson, 
the  Populist  registrar? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of.     He  was  consulted  in  everything- 

Q.  What  is  the  condition  of  your  people  up  there  as  to  their  schools  and  churches, 
etc.,  brought  about  by  this  Populist  movement? — A.  It  is  bett«*r  than  it  has  been. 
It  has  created  a  great  deal  of  unrest  among  our  people.  We  have  no  unity  there 
now  like  we  once  bad. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  strife  and  bitterness  generally? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it 
was  awful  at  one  time. 

Q.  Suspicion  and  bad  feeling? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  intolerance.  The  feeling  now  is 
better. 

Q.  State  some  of  the  methods  of  the  Populists  in  controlling  affairs  with  the 
ne^oes,  etc. — A.  The  method  generally  has  been  coercion  and  threats  with  the 
xie«;ro  race.  They  would  go  from  house  to  house  at  night  and  tell  the  negroes  they 
luQbt  go  that  way. 

(^.  Iwill  ask  you  if  by  that  practice  they  have  not  gotten  the  negroes  of  your  county 
practically  terrorized  and  made  practically  unanimous  for  the  Populists  in  that  mat- 
ter?— A.  That  is  true,  for  I  have  heard  lots  of  them  say  they  were  afraid  to  act  with 
the  Democrats.     A  negro  living  right  there  near  me  said  he  was  afraid. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  methods  of  the  Democrats  up  there  are  just  the  opposite; 
if  there  is  any  intimidation  or  threats  or  ^'bulldozing''  practiced  among  the  negroes? — 
A.  None  at  all;  not  around  where  I  live.     I  know  that. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  method  or  manner  of  the  tax  collector  and  his 
rejfistering  officer  as  to  how  they  register  people  in  yonr  county? — A.  He  appointed 
an  aj^ent  in  every  militia  district.  He  gets  5  cents  for  every  name  he  registers.  In 
Goshen  district  he  appointed  a  man  and  gave  him  2|  cents  for  each  name  he  regis- 
tered.    He  did  that  all  over  the  county. 

C^.  Were  those  registering  agents  whom  he  appointed  Populists? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

V*  What  was  their  manner  of  going  around  and  getting  up  the  registration? — 
A.  They  went  from  house  to  house  all  over  the  county.  Where  I  live  at  Goshen  he 
had  one  or  two  appointments,  and  a  few  came  in  and  registered.  Where  they  did 
Bot  come  in  he  went  to  their  house. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  registering  done  by  him  recently? — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  the 
house. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if.  in  registering,  he  swears  the  man  at  all? — A.  No,  sir;  he  does 
not.    He  did  not  swejir  me  or  anybody  else  that  I  saw. 

Q.  He  does  not  make  them  swear  whether  or  not  they  have  paid  all  taxes  since  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  of  1877  that  has  been  required  of  them? — A.  No,  sir. 
Uejnst  puts  the  name  down  on  the  list.  If  yon  have  paid  3'our  taxes  he  calls  on  you 
to  register.  He  will  tell  you  that  if  yon  want  to  register  you  had  better  do  so,  and 
^iU  ask  you  how  old  you  are  and  what  is  your  occupation. 
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Q.  He  does  not  adminieter  any  oath? — A.  I  don't  think  he  does. 

Q.  In  registering  that  crowd  jast  before  the  special  election  in  1895  for  Congress, 
state  if  it  was  not  generally  understood  and  so  stated  in  the  connty  that  in  all  the 
districts,  perhaps  except  Goshen,  the  registration  was  carried  on  jnst  that  way. — ^A. 
Yes,  sir.     It  was  talked  everywhere. 

Q.  Nobody  was  sworn  at  allf — A.  That  was  what  was  talked  all  over  the  connty. 
Right  there  in  my  house  a  few  were  sworn.  I  don*t  know  what  he  did  outside  on 
the  plantations  in  the  creeks  and  swamps  wherever  he  could  find  them. 

Q.  You  do  know  the  general  information  and  talk  was  that  w]ien  he  or  his  agent 
rode  around  there  they  did  not  swear  anybody  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  talked  all 
over  the  county. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  That  is  only  rumor.  You  don't  know  anything  of  it  of  your  own  knowledge? — 
A.  Other  men  saw  it  and  would  swear  to  it. 

Q.  You  don't  know  it  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  your  house  he  did  swear  some? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  thiuk  he  swore  all  those  at 
that  place. 

Q.  You  are  the  postmaster  at  Goshen  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  hold  the  appointment  now? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Under  a  Democratic  administration? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  held  it  under  all 
administrations. 

Q.  You  are  also  a  farmer  and  a  merchant? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  You  were  one  of  the  board  of  registrars  of  Lincoln  Connty? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  You  all  worked  in  all  eleven  days? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  kuow  I  got  $22  fur  my 
services.     We  lost  two  or  three  or  lour  days  because  of  sickness. 

Q.  You  say  the  ordiuary  told  you  or  Dr.  Simms  that  he  was  the  custodian  of  the 
tax  books  and  that  they  must  remain  in  his  office? — A.  Yes, sir.  He  ftaid  we  had 
DO  right  to  take  them  out  of  his  office,  and  Dr.  Simms  says,  '*  We  have  got  to  have 
them,''  and  he  went  up  there  and  took  them  down  and  carried  them  upstairs.  The 
ordinary  said  somebody  might  call  for  them  and  we  would  have  them  up  there,  and 
that  his  office  was  the  place  for  them.  Dr.  Simms  said, ''  W^e  must  have  them,"  and 
took  them. 

Q.  Dr.  Simms  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  registrars? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  yon  went  back  to  1888  and  did  not  ^o  back  to  1877,  you  were  giving 
defaulting  Democrats,  as  well  as  defaulting  Populists,  the  benefit  of  the  doubt f— A. 
We  were;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  find  a  larger  proportion  of  Democrats  defaulters  than  you  did 
Populists,  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  voted?— A.  No,  sir;  I  think  not.  One  of  the 
Populists  said  we  knocked  off  more  Democrats  than  we  did  Populists  in  proportion. 

Q.  You  ditn't  know  whether  as  a  matter  of  fact  you  knocked  ofif  a  larger  nropor- 
tion  of  defaulting  Democrats  than  you  did  Populists,  or  not? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  In  making  your  examinations,  you  stated  you  would  take  up  a  district  and 
begin  at  the  first  name  in  that  district  and  trace  his  tax  record  back  to  1888 f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  mean  by  that  you  took  up  each  individual  name? — A    We  did. 

Q.  Yon  took  up  the  names  of  prominent  and  respectable  taxpayers  and  owners  of 
property? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  did.  I  don't  suppose  tliere  were  more  than  a  dozen  that 
we  did  not. 

Q.  So,  that  in  the  entire  four  and  one-half  districts  that  yon  examined,  you  tooli 
np  tht9  names  of  all  parties? — A.  Yes,  sir;  every  man  on  the  book. 

Q.  Your  investigation  was  very  rigid  in  that  respect? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  very 
careful. 

Q.  You  took  up  even  the  taxpayers  and  property  holders? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  cer- 
tainly did.  I  can  tell  you  the  men  whom  we  did  not  investigate.  They  are  all 
Populists. 

Q.  How  many  voters  have  you  in  Lincoln  County? — A.  About  1,200,  I  think. 

Q.  You  investigated  about  one-half  of  those  voters,  I  judge? — A.  Yes,  sir;  or  a 
little  more  than  half. 

Q.  Out  of  some  HOO  or  700  that  you  investigated  there  were  only  half  a  dozen  that 
you  did  not  investigate? — A.  Yes,  sir;  possibly  not  more  than  four  or  five. 

Q.  So,  yon  wasted  a  great  deal  of  time  in  investigating  names  of  people  who  from 
their  property  ownership  and  renpectability  it  was  natural  to  presume  they  bad  paid 
their  taxes? — A.  Yes,  sir;  of  course  we  did.  We  decided  that  we  were  getting  along 
too  slow,  and  as  some  of  those  men  lived  right  at  us,  and  we  knew  them  well*  we 
would  let  them  go. 

Q.  Where  a  party  owned  property,  and  was  known  to  be  good  for  his  contracts,  he 
was  investigated  just  the  same  as  the  colored  voter  who  owned  nothing? — A.  Ye8.  sir. 

Q.  You  were  extremely  careful  to  go  into  every  case  except  those  cases  men- 
tioned?— A.  Yes,  sir;  because  of  the  limited  time  we  had. 
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Q.  Don't  yon  think  yon  nsed  an  nnnecessary  amount  of  precaution  in  respect  to 
pmpt^rty  ownen*  kn(»wn  to  be  good  for  their  contracts? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  We 
rijndly  ft»]lowed  the  law  as  we  understood  it. 

1^.  in  the  iuvehtigation  you  made,  yon  found,  yon  say,  some  200  suspects? — A.  I 
think  there  wan. 

Q.  You  used  both  the  tax  digest  and  the  stub  books  in  arriving  at  those  sus- 
p^rtnf— A.  Kvery  one  we  could  get. 

i).  Yon  nsed  every  legitimate  method  you  could  find  to  show  that  parties  were 
defaulters f — A.  We  certainly  did. 

i^.  Out  of  these  200  snHpects  they  were  all  sommoned  to  appear  before  youf — A. 
Tes,  sir. 

<^.  About  how  many  did  you  strike  out  of  that  list? — A.  We  struck  over  half  of 
Ih^m.  In  the  White  Plains  district  we  would  Just  take  the  names  of  those  suspects 
aod  go  through  those  few^  years  and  if  we  found  him  missing  for  one  year  we  would 
put  him  down.  We  did  not  put  down  the  year  opposite  the  man's  name.  It  took 
hj*  one  day  to  go  over  :M)  odd  parties,  and  we  registered  every  one  of  them.  Before 
we  got  quite  through  with  that  district  somebody  mentioned  that  we  had  better 
put  down  opposite  his  name  the  year  for  which  he  was  a  defaulter,  and  we  did  it. 

Q.  Dr.  Simms  stated  that  yon' struck  about  80  in  all  of  those  200  that  yon  exam- 
ined-— A.  That  is  correct,  I  think ;  it  >vaB  somewhere  along  there. 

Q.  Did  that  80  include  the  disquiiliiied  list  lurnished  you  by  the  clerk,  the  ordi- 
nary, and  the  tax  collector? — A.  It  included  some  of  them. 

(/.  They  covered  the  snme  individuals  who  were  on  the  disqualified  list  as  tur- 
oished  von  bv  those  oiticersT — A.  Mv  mind  is  not  clear  about  that. 

Q.  When  you  first  began  your  iuv»»t)gatious,  the  board  held  to  the  idea  that  all 
the  nnmcH  which  they  were  not  able  to  investigate  would  have  to  be  stricken,  did 
they  not? — A.  That  wan  a  question  which  we  differed  upon.  Dr.  Simms  did  not 
know  hut  wh:tt  they  would,  and  1  f^aid  it  would  be  wrong. 

Q.  That  was  Dr.  Simums  opinion? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  some  of  the  other  parties 
there  had  the  same  opinion,     i  told  him  they  should  be  allowed  to  vote. 

Q.  That  question  v  us  thoroughly  discussed? — A.  Yes, sir;  it  was  taikfd. 

Q.  Dr.  SininiK,  the  chairman  of  the  bonrd,  held  to  the  opinion  that  all  uninvesti- 
gated names  would  be  stricken  off? — A.  He  was  not  positive  about  it.  He  said  he 
would  not  be  surprised  if  they  were. 

Q.  He  expressed  himself  that  wny  to  Mr.  Remsen,  did  he  not? — A.  I  don't  remem- 
ber.   Mavbe  he  did. 

Q.  What  was  Mr.  Stephenson's  opinion  of  the  law  on  that  matter? — A.  To  the 
hest  of  my  recollection  Mr.  Stephenson's  opinion  was  the  same  as  Dr.  Simms — that 
they  wonid  not  be  allowed  to  vote. 

Q.  So  those  two  held  to  the  law  that  all  uninvestigated  names  would  be  stri«-ken  ? — 
A.  Dr.  Simms  was  not  certain  about  it.     1  told  him  they  should  be  allowed  to  vote. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  are  unable  to  ssiy  that  there  are  any  more  defaulters  in  Salem  dis- 
trict, in  proportion  to  the  population,  than  in  any  of  the  other  districts? — A.  I  can 
Dot  say  that  there  are. 

Q.  Are  not  tht*se  people  nsually  pretty  good  taxpayers? — A.  They  are  good  average 
people  in  that  respect,  I  suppose. 

Q.  (-'o«»d  average  citizens? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Law-abiding  peo]>le? — A.  Y'es,  sir;  so  far  as  I  know.  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  a  great  many  *)f  them. 

Q.  Lincoln  County  is  composed  in  the  main  of  a  good  sturdy,  intelligent,  indus- 
trious population? — A.  Really  I  don't  know.     Some  think  that  way.     1  do  u<»t. 

Q.  Are  not  two-thirds  of  your  county  a  good  fertile  country? — A.  It  is  a  pretty 
gwid  average  county,  so  far  as  fertility  and  stiil  are  concerned. 

Q.  Are  not  the  people  conservative,  industrious,  independent,  sturdy  sort  of 
people? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  comply  with  their  contracts  as  a  rule? — A.  About  half  of  them  do. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  you  are  underrating  your  county? — A.  I  hate  to  do  it. 
lam  not  putting  it  as  low  as  I  ought  to.  1  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Sabbath  is  not 
Kgarded  by  more  than  one-third  of  the  people  of  Lincoln  County,  There  is  a  bar- 
room all  ovi-r  the  country,  too,  or  very  near  it.     1  am  sorry  to  say  that. 

Q.  Your  county  has  a  prohibition  law? — A.  "^■es,  sir;  the  people  there  don't  plow 
and  boe  on  Sunday,  but  they  go  around  and  visit  and  cuss.  Those  people  down  in 
the  lower  end  may  be  better  folks  than  we  are  in  my  neighborhood. 

Q.  Yonr  testimony  is  based  on  j'our  immediate  surroundings? — A.  That  is  it. 
"Hiey  may  be  better  out  of  my  neighborhood.  They  are  pretty  tough.  There  is  uo 
mistake  about  that.    And  some  of  them  are  as  good  men  as  there  are  on  earth. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  have  very  little  crime  in  your  county? — A.  We  do  not 
)ukve  a  great  deal  of  crime.  Every  man  goes  along  and  does  as  he  pleases,  and  the 
others  let  him  do  it. 

Q.  You  only  hold  court  for  two  days  sometimes? — A.  Sometimes  only  half  a  day. 
Three  days  would  break  us  in  having  to  ])ay  for  it. 
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Q.  Yon  have  a  Democratic  Judge  who  presides? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  grand  juries  are  frequently  Democratic,  are  they  notf — A.  I  think  they 
are  stronger  the  other  way.    I  don't  pay  any  attention  to  that. 

Q.  There  has  really  been  very  little  decline  in  your  county,  except  the  freneral 
depression  that  has  occurred  all  over  the  country  for  the  past  few  years  f — ^A.  I  sap- 
pose  it  is  general. 

Q.  Your  county  has  not  declined  any  more  than  other  agricultural  districts?— 
A.  I  suppose  not.    They  will  quarrel  and  rear  around. 

Q.  You  say  a  good  many  Populists  would  assist  you  there  in  your  clerical  workf— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  paying  anything  for  that  work,  were  youf — A.  I  think  Dr.  ^imins 
offered  to  pay  some  of  them. 

Q.  The  board  was  not  authorized  to  pay  anything  for  clerical  assistance f — ^A.  No, 
sir;  I  heard  Dr.  Simms  say  he  would  pay  it  out  of  his  own  pocket  if  necessary. 

Q.  Therefore  those  gentlemen  who  served  you  were  under  no  obligations  to  serve 
yon,  but  felt  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community f — A.  No,  sir:  they  were 
under  no  obligation  to  assist  us. 

Q.  The  town  of  Lincolnton  has  a  majority  of  Democrats, has  it  notf — A.  Yes,  sir; 
the  majority  of  the  voters  in  Lincolnton  are  Democrats. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Judge  Remsen  heading  the  Populists.  You  don't  mean  that  be 
threw  any  obstacles  in  your  way,  except  that  he  differed  with  you  as  to  the  cui^tody 
of  those  books? — A.  He  wanted  to  dictate  a  little  all  the  time. 

Q.  He  simply  wanted  to  advise  with  yon,  did  he  notf — A.  He  wanted  ns  to  go  his 
way.  I  did  go  to  him  and  confer  with  him  privately  in  order  to  ^et  legal  advice,  snd 
I  believe  he  told  me  the  truth.  I  think  he  gave  me  the  best  advice  he  could.  He 
would  disagree  with  some  things  we  did,  and  it  looked  like  he  wanted  to  run  it  him- 
self.    We  did  not  receive  that  respect  that  we  should  have  ha^l. 

Q.  The  registrars  thought  he  did  not  show  them  proper  deference  f — A.  That  is  it. 

Q.  When  you  would  go  to  him  privately,  he  would  give  you  the  best  advice  he 
was  capable  of  giving f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  advice  was  correct  in  the  mainf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  he  is  a  good  friend  of  yours  f — A.  We  have  been  warm  friends  ever 
since  we  have  been  chaps. 

Q.  You  regard  him  as  an  honest  gentleman  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q    But  diner  with  him  in  politics? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  regard  him  as  an  honest  gentleman? — A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  his  dealings 
with  me  are  concerned.    Some  say  he  is  not. 

Q.  Somebody  says  that  of  niOHt  everybody,  do  they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  judge  of  the  ordinary's  court  up' there,  and  has  to  decide  cases  according; 
to  the  law  and  facts,  and  has  to  sometimes  decide  cases  against  people  who  think 
they  ought  to  win?— A.  I  suppose  so 

Q.  Your  sheriff  is  naturally  a  lively,  boisterous  sort  of  a  gentleman? — ^A.  Yes, sir; 
impulsive. 

Q.  He  is  a  clever  fellow? — A,  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  clever  man.     He  lives  right  by  nie. 

Q.  You  regard  him  as  an  honorable  gentleman? — A.  Yes,  sir:  he  is  pretty  tou|;h, 
though. 

Q.  You  mean  that  he  drinks  and  fusses  a  little? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  is  pretty  rough, 
but  he  is  a  good  fellow. 

Q.  You  say  yon  do  not  remember  any  abusive  language  offered  to  the  registrars f— 
A.  Not  dirt^ctly.    They  said  we  were  not  doing  right. 

Q.  In  refereneu  to  the  tearing  of  those  books  you  say  there  was  no  explanation 
especially  as  to  how  it  happened.  You  simply  found  them  defaced? — X,  Th.it  is 
true.     They  said  the  books  had  simply  been  thrown  around  and  got  mixed  up. 

Q.  They  did  not  have  the  appearance  of  having  been  purposely  mutilated  or  torn  f— 
A.  I  could  not  say  they  did.     It  could  have  been  done,  but  I  don't  believe  it  was  done. 

Q.  Did  the  board  of  registrars  invite  these  young  men  from  Augusta  to  come  np 
there? — A.  Not  that  I  know  anything  about. 

Q.  Was  it  known  to  the  board  that  they  were  coming  until  they  api)eared  ?— A. 
We  knew  nothing  about  it  until  they  came. 

Q.  The  feeling  seemed  to  prevail  there  that  the  people  of  Lincoln  could  look  after 
their  own  matters,  and  resentt^d  anything  like  outside  interference? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
that  those  gentlemen  had  no  basiness  up  there. 

Q.  Mr.  Fogarty  had  been  there  previously  and  conferred  with  yourself  and  Dr. 
Simms?— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  stayed  there  a  little  while. 

Q.  Tp  to  the  time  of  his  iirst  conference  with  you  and  the  doctor,  the  idea  had 
been  circulated  through  the  county  that  unless  the  registrars  got  through  the  list 
the  balance  of  them  would  be  stricken? — A.  There  was  a  difference  of  opinion. 

Q.  The  matter  was  talked  about? — A.  I  don't  think  it  was  when  he  first  cameiip 
there. 

Q.  At  the  time  he  iirst  came  he  did  not  discuss  matters  with  Mr.  Stephenson,  the 
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Populist  rei^istrar  ? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  present  or  not.  My  impression 
is  that  he  was  not. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  two  Democratic  registrars  conferring  with  a  gentleman 
who  was  known  to  be  a  leading  representative  of  the  Richmond  Connty  Democracy 
a  matter  that  wonld  cause  the  people  to  suspect  that  he  was  trying  to  unduly  intln- 
ence  those  two  gentlemen  f — A.  No,  sir.  The  citizens  of  Georgia  can  go  anywhere, 
and  we  will  treat  them  with  respect. 

Q.  Was  not  that  the  feeling  tnat  was  prevalent  there,  that  he  was  trying  to  dic- 
tate?— A.  I  told  them  it  was  no  such  thing.  I  told  them  everything  that  transpired 
in  our  conversation.     He  asked  us  if  we  wonld  get  through  and  we  told  him  no. 

Q.  Yon  Kpoke  of  this  crowd  that  came  into  town.  You  don't  know  whether  they 
knew  what  Mr.  Fogarty's  cominunication  with  you  was  or  not,  do  youf — A.  No,  sir; 
I  don't  know  anything  about  it  at  all. 

Q.  They  had  no  knowledge  of  what  had  passed  between  you  gentlemen? — A.  We 
ueTer  had  any  private  conversation  with  Mr.  Fogarty  when  he  came  there  on  his 
second  trip.     We  did  on  his  first  viwit  have  a  private  conversation. 

Q.  The  crowd  that  came  there  did  not  know  the  result  of  your  conversations  with 
Mr.  Fogarty,  did  they? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Nor  what  matters  had  been  discussed  between  youf — A.  I  don't  suppose  they 
did.    They  just  put  those  gentlemen  down  as  a  set  of  '*  damned  rascals." 

Q.  They  were  simply  misjudging  those  gentlemen! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  went  to  excessive  demonstrations? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  on  Friday  or  Saturday  that  the  two  young  gentlemen  came,  and  Mr. 
Fogarty  came  lattr  in  the  day? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  did" not  know  they  were  there  until 
Saturday  morning. 

Q.  Those  gentlemen  came  up  and  volunteered  their  services? — A.  Yes,  sir;  asked 
as  if  we  needed  any  help. 

Q.  There  was  a  strong  feeling  against  their  assisting  yon? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  The  reg- 
istrars conferred  about  this  matter  to  see  if  it  was  possible  to  use  their  assistance, 
and  we  told  Mr.  Stephenson  that  we  would  get  along  without  them.  I  said  it  was 
better  for  us  to  try  to  get  along  with  our  own  men  if  possible. 

Q.  Did  not  Judge  Remsen  and  the  other  Populists  offer  to  give  yon  all  the  help 
necessary  to  complete  yonr  work? — A.  All  the  help  that  we  had  was  the  Populists, 
nearly. 

Q.  Dr.  Simms  testified  that  he  spoke  to  Judge  Remsen,  or  the  Judge  spoke  to  him. 
about  the  assistance  olfered  by  those  gentlemen,  and  Mr.  Remsen  said,  ''I  will  fur- 
nish yon  all  the  assistance  necessary,  provided  those  gentlemen  go  back  to  Au- 
gusta."— A.  I  don't  recollect  about  that. 

Q.  Yon  know  you  were  assisted  by  Judge  Remsen  and  other  Populists  at  the  close 
of  yonr  work? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  gave  us  all  the  assistance  we  needed  Just  at  the 
close.  They  helped  us  to  do  the  writing.  We  had  about  six  hundred  names  to  write 
after  8  o'clock.  Mr.  Remsen  helped  us,  and  also  some  other  parties.  One  of  them 
was  a  Democrat,  I  believe. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  those  gentlemen  who  came  in  while  Mr.  Fogarty  was  there,  or 
assembled  as  if  in  a  riotous  manner.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that 
iny  message  was  sent  out  for  them  ? — A.  Nothing  more  than  what  was  told  me  on 
the  street,  that  they  were  sent  out. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  anybody  who  carried  the  message? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  who  received  the  message  ? — A.  No^  sir.  1  know  they  dropped  in  mighty 
quick.     I  saw  men  come  in,  and  soon  after  this  gathering  of  Populists  came  in. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  guns  ? — A .  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  pistols? — A.  Not  that  I  remember.  I  saw  no  arms  at  all  that 
I  recollect.    I  reckon  they  were  ready  for  it  though,  and  that  arms  were  there. 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  this  latter  statement  of  the  witness,  he  saying  that 
same  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion.) 

Q.  It  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion  about  their  having  guns  or  pistols? — ^A.  None 
bad  gnus  or  pistols  that  I  saw. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  they  were  armed  men  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  Mr.  Cullers's  remark  was  simply  intended  as  a  kind  of 
joke  or  bluff? — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  as  mad  as  the  devil.    He  did  not  have  any  sense. 

Q.  He  qnieted  down? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  him  it  would  not  do,  and  for  him  to 
behave  himself,  which  he  did.    I  told  him  to  go  away. 

Q.  As  soon  as  you  explained  the  business  those  gentlemen  came  on,  everything 
subsided,  did  it  not? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  told  anybody  but  him. 

Q.  As  soon  as  the  crowd  fonnd  those  gentlemen  were  not  going  to  thrust  themselves 
upon  the  registrars,  the  crowd  subsiaed? — A.  If  we  had  asked  them  to  help  us, 
tiers  would  nave  been  trouble. 

Q.  If  yon  had  explained  to  the  crowd  and  to  Judge  Remsen  that  they  were  simply 
to  help  you,  they  would  not  have  objected,  would  they? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  would. 

Q.  The  registration,  so  far  as  you  went,  was  as  fair  as  you  could  make  it? — A.  Yes, 
Bir.    If  we  ever  did  a  fair  thing,  we  did  it  there. 
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Q.  Yon  held  a  voter  rigidly  to  tbe  proof  of  his  analificHtion,  where  the  books 
showed  he  iniKht  huve  been  a  defaulter  in  past  years  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  nave  instances  of  this  kind:  Where  a  party  would  be  a  defaulter  on 
the  tax  di'^esty  and  an  execution  had  been  issned  against  him,  and  he  had  settled  the 
execution  f — A.  One  or  two  were  brought  in  there. 

Q.  Did  yon  allow  those  parties  to  register? — A.  I  think  we  did;  I  am  not  poeitiTe 
of  that. 

Q.  Did  you  have  instances  where  a  party  would  bring  his  rf>ceipt8  for  several 
years  and  be  short  for  one  or  two  years,  and  offer  to  make  proof  on  his  own  oath,  or 
by  the  oath  of  some  other  party  that  knew  him,  that  he  had  paid  for  that  particular 
yearf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  would  not  have  regarded  evidence  of  that  sort,  where  there  was  amissiog 
tax  receipt? — A.  No,  sir. 

(Contestee*B  counsel  object  to  what  the  registrars  would  or  would  not  do,  the 
only  thing  legal  to  inquire  about  being  what  they  did  do.) 

By  Mr.  Gross  : 

Q.  Did  you  refuse  to  take  the  testimony  of  any  party  who  offered  to  swear  that 
he  had  paid  taxes  for  certain  years  and  had  lost  his  receipts? — A.  I  don't  know.  sir. 
If  yon  undertook  to  take  that  testimony  yon  might  just  as  well  throw  the  books  oat. 
That  would  settle  it  at  once,  because  some  would  be  correct  and  some  wcmld  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  regard  oral  testimony  of  that  sort  in  making  your  investigations  f~ 
A.  No,  sir;  not  a  single  man's. 

Q.  Where  tbe  books  showed  a  party  to  be  a  defaulter  the  only  way  he  could  qualify 
would  be  to  show  his  receipts  for  that  year  or  a  tax  ft.  fa.  marked  ''Settled?*' — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  disqualified  some  people  who  offered  to  prove  that  they  had  paid  their 
taxes  for  certain  years  where  they  appeared  as  defaulters  on  the  books? — A.  I  don't 
remember. 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Stephenson  acquiesced  in  all  your  rulings? — A.  He  never  dicmp- 
proved  of  a  single  tiling  we  did.  He  was  consulted  in  everything.  We  were 
unanimous  on  every  man  that  we  struck.  There  was  not  a  single  dissension  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  You  say  everything  in  your  community  has  very  much  improved  socially  within 
the  last  year  or  two? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  idea  was  that  the  Populists  were  very  much  estranged  before  that  time, 
or  since  1892? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  it. 

Q.  Have  they  been  disposed  to  be  arbitrary  in  their  ideas,  rulings,  and  methods?  1 
refer  to  the  Democrats  now. — A.  Not  that  1  know  of. 

Q.  Have  they  attempted  to  stir  up  auy  strife? — A    No,  sir;  none  whatever. 

Q.  Have  they  not  been  inclined  to  meet  strife  with  strife? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
They  were  very  forbearing,  and  I  do  not  see  how  they  could  do  what  they  did. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  the  negroes  accept  the  arguments  of  the  PopullBt  orators 
and  the  platform  of  the  Populist  party  as  more  beneticial  to  them,  and  that  they  vote 
the  Populist  ticket  from  choice? — A.  A  great  many  do,  because  that  just  snit«  the 
negro ;  some  do  not. 

Q.  They  are  the  laboring  class  of  this  country,  are  they  not? — A.  Part  of  it. 

Q.  Don't  they  do  the  most  of  the  field  labor  and  the  heavy  labor  in  the  agricultaral 
districts? — A.  Yes,  sir;  because  there  is  more  wool  on  a  white  sheep  than  on  a  black 
one. 

Q.  Don't  the  negroes  make  up  the  great  working  class  on  the  plantaiions?— A.  Vee. 
sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  believed  that  the  principles  of  the  Populist  party  favor  the  laboriDj; 
classes— is  it  not  claimed? — A.  That  is  what  they  claim. 

Q.  Don't  those  principles,  as  advocated  by  the  Populists,  strike  the  negro  as  being 
the  proper  thing  for  him  in  his  condition? — A.  Some  do  and  some  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  he  vote  the  ticket  largely  on  account  of  his  belief? — A.  No,  sir;  I  think 
not. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  they  vote  it? — A.  Because  they  are  run  after  by  that  crowd 
and  told  they  must  go  that  way,  and  threatened  and  everything  else. 

Q.  Are  they  not  persuaded  more  than  threatened? — A.  They  are  threatened,  too. 

Q.  Don't  the  Democrats  undertake  and  attempt  to  control  the  colored  vote?— 
A.  They  do  the  best  they  can. 

Q.  Don't  they  do  everything  they  can  to  control  the  colored  vote? — A.  Sometimes 
they  do.  No  threats  are  made  to  the  negroes  that  if  they  don't  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket  they  will  have  to  move  off  that  land.  Something  of  that  kind  was  said,  bnt 
nothing  was  thought  of  it  an  hour  afterwards. 

Q.  You  stated  the  tax  collector  did  not  swear  voters  who  wanted  to  register.  Yoo 
don't  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  He  did  not  swear  me  or  anybody  else 
that  I  know  of,  and  it  was  done  right  there  in  my  hoase. 
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Q.  You  say  yon  were  sworn  by  the  f^entleman  who  represented  the  tax  collector? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  about  this  registration  for  this  special  election? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  sworn 
then. 

Q.  And  the  people  at  your  house  were  sworn  then  ? — A.  I  think  they  were. 

Q.  Don'i  you  know,  of  your  own  kuowledge,  that  the  tax  collector  swears  every 
man  who  registers?-— A.  No,  sir;  not  generally. 

Q.  Yon  know  you  were  sworn  by  his  agent? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  some  15  or  20  or  30  others  who  were  there  at  the  time? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

(^.  The  fact  that  you  gentlemen  did  not  get  through  with  the  examination  of  your 
hat  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Populist  party,  was  itf — A.  They  impeded  us  by  noise 
and  disturbance. 

Q.  Were  there  any  Democrats  present  who  w^ere  also  impeding  you  by  those 
remarks! — A.  I  don't  know  that  tiiere  were. 

Q.  Was  it  not  a  kind  of  argumentative  matter  between  all  parties? — A.  Now  and 
then  there  were  arguments  in  which  both  parties  participated  in  the  presence  of  the 
registrars.  There  were  very  few  Democrats  there  while  it  was  going  on.  The  most 
of  them  were  at  home  at  work. 

Q.  That  town  is  Democratic? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Some  of  them  were  at  your  meetings  at  times? — ^A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  And  indulged  in  those  arguments? — A.  Sometimes. 

Redirect  examination  by  Boykin  Whight,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  say  the  Democrats  are  in  the  majority  in  Lincolnton? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Is  not  Lincolnton  just  a  small  settlement? — A.  Yes,  sir;  just  a  wide  place  in 
the  road. 
Q.  How  many  voters  would  you  say  there  were  in  the  village? — ^A.  Not  over  thirty. 

Isaac  N.  Zkllars. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Biohmond  County,  Ga, 

Dr.  GEORGE  PATTERSON,  for  the  contestee,  sworn: 

Direct  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  vou  reside? — A.  In  Lincoln  County. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? — A.  Since  1887.    I  was  here  part  of  the  time. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession? — A.  I  am  the  editor  of  the  Lincolnton  News. 

Q.  Is  that  a  Democratic  paper? — A.  Yes,  sir:  in  Lincoln  County.  I  was  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  committee  of  that  county  tnrough  two  campaigns. 

Q.  You  graduated  in  medicine,  I  believe? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  were  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  of  that  county  for 
how  long? — A.  Four  years,  I  think.    I  retired  last  year  after  calling  the  convention. 

Q.  Are  yon  familiar  with  ^e  politics  and  condition  of  Lincom  Connty? — A.  I 
should  say  I  was;  yes,  sir;  very  familiar. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  general  feeling  and  the  methods  adopted  by  the  Populists 
in  their  campaigns,  especially  in  their  Congressional  campaigns  in  the  last  few  years, 
are  and  were? — ^A.  They  were  active  workers.  They  would  ride  about,  night  ana 
day,  and  resort  to  various  ways  of  cajoling  the  negroes,  etc. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  character  of  Dr.  Simms  in  that  connty  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  standing? — A.  He  has  represented  the  county  in  the  legislature, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  men  in  the  county. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  he  is  not  a  man  of  unswerving  integrity  and  stands  high  as  a 
gentleman? — A.  He  certainly  does;  no  man  is  recognized  as  his  superior. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  Mr.  I.  N.  Zellars  in  that  community? — ^A.  He  is  a 
straightforward  and  upright  man. 

C^.  They  were  registrars  in  the  last  election? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Democratic  registrars. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Populist  registrar? — A.  Mr.  N.  W.  Stephenson. 

Q.  Which  political  party  is  in  the  ascendency  in  Lincoln  County? — A.  The  Popnlist 
party.    They  have  everything  their  own  way. 

Q.  Who  is  in  charge  of  the  county  aifairs  of  that  county? — A.  Judge  Remsen  is 
the  ordinary  of  the  county,  and  he  is  the  leader  of  the  Popnlist  party  in  Lincoln 
Connty  in  the  same  sense  that  Mr.  Watson  wonld  be  the  leader  in  the  Tenth  Con- 
gressional <listrict  of  the  Popnlist  party.  He  does  all  the  work,  and  is  the  czar  in 
Lincoln  Connty. 

Q.  Were  you  there  during  the  campaigns  of  1892  and  1894  and  1895? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  state  ot  feeling  that  existed  during  those  campaigns? — A.  Dur- 
ing what  we  called  the  "  Watson  war"  it  was  very  intense;  when  the  negroes  and 
the  whites  rode  down  to  Thomson. 

Q.  They  rode  from  Lincoln  Connty  to  Thomson? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  many  of  them  f — A.  There  were  whites  and  blacks,  bat  1  coald  not  tell 
YOU  how  many  of  them  there  were.  I  know  there  was  a  large  number  of  them.  I 
nave  seen  negroes  who  were  there  and  who  were  ashamed  of  it  after  they  came  back. 
I  don't  know  how  many  there  were. 

Q.  Was  that  a  common  method  with  them  up  there — meeting  together  in  large 
numbers  and  riding;  through  the  county  with  arms? — A.  During  the  progress  of  the 
campaicp  they  would  go  in  small  batches. 

Q.  Wnat  etfect  would  that  have  upon  the  colored  population  of  the  county  ? — A  I 
believe  it  had  the  tendency  to  keep  not  only  the  negroes  but  also  conservative 
white  Democrats  at  home ;  they  thought  that  rather  than  incur  the  risk  to  their 
families  of  any  general  tight  or  conflict  they  stayed  at  home.  Of  coarse  there  were 
more  negroes  thau  whites. 

Q.  How  were  the  colored  people  influenced  to  participate  with  the  Populist  party, 
and  what  methods  were  used  with  themf — A.  It  would  be  a  mixture  of  coercion  and 
cajoling,  as  I  have  stated.  They  tried  all  sorts  of  measures,  thoee  negroes  would 
say,  threatening  them  in  some  instances,  etc. 

Q.  You  speak  of  the  ''  Watson  war.''  I  will  ask  yon  to  give  a  picture,  as  near  as 
yon  can,  of  the  condition  of  society  in  Lincoln  County  since  this  movement  that  yoa 
call  the  *'  Watson  war ''  has  been  prevalent,  in  neighborhoods,  churches,  and  schools; 
what  effect  it  has  had  on  the  politics  of  your  county,  etc. — A.  There  has  been  a  very 
bitter  feeling,  both  in  the  church  and  in  the  schools  and  in  families.  There  is  great 
division  and  bitter  feeling,  and  in  one  case  they  almost  had  a  fight  in  regard  to  the 
election  of  a  preacher.     I  ^ot  this  from  a  Baptist  preacher  himself.    I  was  not  there. 

Q.  Growing  out  of  politics  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  a  Democrat;  they  called  for  an 
election  on  a  certain  day ;  the  day  was  very  bad,  and  only  a  few  people  went  oat — 
perhaps  they  were  not  notified,  or  the  weather  was  so  inclement  they  would  not  go 
out — there  were  perhaps  six  or  eight  of  the  members  (»f  the  chnrch  there.  I  am  giv- 
ing you  this  statement  as  I  got  it  from  the  preacher,  Mr.  Cox.  , 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony  as  being  hearsay.) 

Witness.  And  they  found  that  there  was  one  more  Populist  present  than  there 
were  Democrats,  and  they  called  a  Populist  preacher,  and  the  rest  of  the  oongren- 
tion  got  very  indignant,  because  there  was  only  a  moiety  of  the  members  of  me 
ohurcn  present;  so  they  called  another  meeting,  and  this  preacher  that  the  conten- 
tion was  about  said  he  would  not  consent  to  serve  if  they  elected  him,  and  they  com- 
promised on  some  other  man.  That  was  just  an  instance.  In  regard  to  the  influence, 
I  say  it  was  a  very  bitter  feeling  throughout  society,  and  general  lawleesneas  on  the 
part  of  the  Populists  themselves.  At  our  last  Democratic  convention  a  number  of 
Populists  came  in  with  Judge  Remsen,  and  Mr.  Stephenson  was  one  of  them.  Mr. 
Bemsen  did  not  vote  himself,  but  half  a  dozen  or  so  of  the  Populists  did  vote.  They 
voted  in  a  Democratic  convention  after  we  had  passed  a  resolution  unanimously  that 
no  one  was  to  be  allowed  to  vote  unless  he  belonged  to  the  organized  Democracy  of 
the  county. 

Q.  What  is  the  tone  of  the  Populists  toward  the  Democrats  up  there,  for  tolerance 
or  intolerance  f — ^A.  It  has  been  for  intolerance.  I  don't  think  it  is  so  much  so  now 
as  it  has  been  in  the  past.  If  there  was  a  campaign  on  hand,  I  suppose  it  would  be 
the  same  thing  now. 

Q.  State  what  kind  of  intimidation  is  used  so  far  as  the  colored  people  are  con- 
cerned on  the  part  of  the  Populists  ? — A.  I  only  know  that  from  general  hearsay. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony,  the  witness  stating  it  is  a  matter  of 
hearsay.) 

Witness.  Of  course  I  was  not  along  with  them.  I  can  give  you  an  instance  where 
Mr.  Boyd,  while  on  his  own  plantation,  was  ordered  into  his  house.  He  saw  a  crowd 
of  men  going  down  to  his  negro  Quarters,  and  he  went  into  his  house  and  got  his  gon 
and  followed  them.  He  is  an  old  gentleman  and  an  invalid.  When  he  got  there, 
l^ese  white  Populists  ordered  him  to  return  to  his  house. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  those  Populists? — A.  They  had  whisky  with  them,  and 
wanted  to  get  his  negroes  off  his  place.    He  told  them  that  he  was  on  his  own  (krm, 

Q.  Is  that  only  an  instance  of  how  they  ride  around  there? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  sm 
Just  giving  you  an  instance. 

Q.  They  would  ride  around  that  way,  armed,  just  before  the  election,  to  the  negro 

Quarters,  with  whisky,  and  through  cajoling,  and  whisky,  and  threats  and  intimi- 
ation  they  would  manage  in  that  way  to  get  the  negroes  to  ^  their  way? — ^A.  Tee, 
sir:  and  threatening^  white  men  whose  negroes  they  were  trying  to  carry  off. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  Democrats  up  there  are  or  are  not  representative  citizens 
of  the  county  to  a  great  extent  ? — A.  I  regard  them  so. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  they  have  not,  by  the  methods  Just  spoken  of,  been  greatly 
harassed  and  intimidated  by  the  Populists  running  things  in  this  high-handed 
way? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  a  great  many  of  them  have  removed  from  the  county  and 
expressed  themselves  to  me  that  it  was  impossible  to  live  there.  This  same  Mr.  Boyd 
la  going  to  leave  that  neighborhood. 
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Q.  Are  tbeee  instances  that  you  baye  given  isolated,  or  are  they  merely  lUastratiTO 
of  the  methods  and  tone  of  the  Popalists  in  that  county? — ^A.  They  are  sinele 
instancee  from  the  many  of  the  Populists  during  campaigns.  In  some  parts  of  the 
coanty  they  are  worse  than  in  others. 

Q.  i  will  ask  you  if  it  was  not  considered  unsafe  by  the  Democrats  frequently  to 
be  out  and  abroad  at  night  in  those  heated  campaigns? — A.  I  would  say  that  Mr. 
Boyd  was  a  personal  illustration.  He  was  ordered  back  to  his  house,  or  this  fellow 
said  he  would  kill  him ;  he  brought  his  guu  down,  and  would  have  killed  him  almost 
in  an  instant,  but  some  other  fellow  stopped  him. 

Q.  Is  the  conduct  of  the  Populists  in  riding  around  that  way  discouraged  or  encour- 
aged by  the  leaders  up  there,  or  do  they  get  their  sentiments  and  expressions  from 
the  leaders? — A.  I  should  say  the  expression  comes  from  the  leaders. 

Q.  What  is  their  method  and  manner  and  their  threats  toward  the  Democratic 
party  and  its  leaders? — A.  They  threaten  you;  that  is  general  rumor  in  the  county. 

Q.'  Well,  YOU  need  not  name  any  of  their  feelings  toward  me,  because  I  do  not  care 
to  be  brought  in  it.  The  general  tone  and  spirit  which  dominates  their  methods  up 
there  is  one  of  intimidation  and  intolerance  and  general  high-handedness? — A.  Yes, 
sir.  I  could  not  imagine  anything  more  lawless  or  anything  more  disregarding  the 
law  than  for  Populists  t-o  come  into  a  Democratic  convention,  when  we  had  passed  a 
resolution  that  no  one  but  a  Democrat  was  entitled  to  vote,  and  vote  in  that  con- 
xention.  I  saw  those  very  fellows  who  voted  with  us,  voting  the  Populist  ticket 
afterwards. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  about  the  courts  not  being  held  as  long  as  they  were 
formerly  held  in  Lincoln  County.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  sentiment  has  not  prevailed 
Iar<^Iy  among  the  Populists  there  that  they  would  take  charge  of  matters  themselves 
and  not  appeal  to  the  courts,  and  if  that  does  not  explain  to  a  certain  extent  the  fact 
that  the  courts  have  less  to  do  in  that  county  ?  And  were  not  some  resolutions  of  that 
kind  passed  by  the  Alliance  that  they  would  not  report-  certain  crimes  to  the  courts, 
but  that  they  would  treat  them  themselves? — A.  I  don't  know  about  that.  But  we 
have  had  a  great  many  persons  in  jail  who  would  break  jail  and  escape,  and  appar- 
ently little  or  no  effort  made  to  recapture  them,  or  anything  of  that  sort.  Besides, 
it  is  the  general  feeling  that  politics  is  carried  into  the  court-house.  It  is  a  regular 
system  of  how  many  Populists  or  how  many  Democrats  are  on  the  jury. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  feeling  growing  out  of  the  result  of  Populism  np  there? — 
A.  A  very  bitter  feeling.  And  the  peo|ue  are  stopping  going  to  law.  A  man  does 
not  f^l  as  if  he  would  get  justice,  as  it  were. 

Q.  You  were  not  present,  I  believe,  at  the  time  this  mob  came  into  Lincolnton,  when 
Mr.  Fogarty  and  Mr.  Steed  and  Mr.  Bearden  were  up  there f — A.  No,  sir;  I  had  left 
Lincoln  County. 

Q    You  have  heard  about  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  that  was  characteristic  of  their  methods? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony,  the  witness  having  stated  that  he 
knows  nothing  of  this  himself  except  from  hearsay.  Also,  to  them  for  of  this  ques- 
tion, couteste^s  counsel  designating  that  gathering  as  a  ''mob,''  when  the  previous 
witness,  Mr.  Zellars,  who  testified  about  that  gathering,  said  that  he  would  not  desig- 
nate it  as  a  ''mob.") 

Bv  Mr.  Wright  : 

Q.  Assuming  that  that  gathering  was  such  as  has  been  detailed,  does  that  illustrate 
the  way  in  which  the  Populists  of  Lincoln  County  treat  these  general  questions  as 
they  arise? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  feeling.     "Might  is  ri^ht." 

Q.  How  would  they  come  up  and  appear  at  the  polls  dunug  an  election,  and  what 
woald  be  their  manner  and  attitude^  when  they  would  go  to  the  polls  during  elections, 
toward  Democrats  and  toward  parties  that  might  or  might  not  want  to  vote  for  the 
Popalists? — A.  In  the  early  election,  when  they  had  that  "Watson  war,"  we  called 
them  the  "Hickory  Club  Brigade,"  because  they  would  all  have  big  sticks.  That 
wonld  have  an  intimidating  effect  upon  timid  white  people  as  well  as  negroes. 

Q.  Would  they  not  carry  everything  their  own  way  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  would  gain 
their  point. 

Q.  wonld  it  or  not  intimidate  and  deter  such  negroes  as  might  be  willing  to  vote 
for  the  Democratic  candidate? — A.  Yes,  sir.  And  if  a  negro  wanted  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket — if  he  was  from  up  the  country — some  one  of  the  Democrats  up 
there  would  send  him,  maybe,  to  me  the  night  before  the  election,  beeause  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  vote  that  ticket  np  there. 

Q.  That  was  before  the  registration  law  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  say  the  Populists  are  active  workers  in  political  campaigns? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Democrats  were  also  pretty  active,  were  thev  not,  during  the  last  two  or 

three  campaigns,  in  the  Tenth  district  ?— A.  They  would  not  go  out  of  the  way  like 
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the  Populists  wonltl  to  visit  negroes'  bouses,  etc.    The  Democrats  felt  that  it  would 
be  stultifying  themselves. 

Q.  DonH  yon  know  that  the  Democrats  went  around  to  some  of  the  negroes  in  the 
county  and  talked  political  economy f — A.  No,  sir;  the  Democrats  don't  control  one- 
tenth  of  the  negroes  in  that  county. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  don't  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  Populist  platform  act-ord 
with  the  negro's  idea  of  government,  and  dues  he  not  vote  the  ticket  because  be 
believes  it  to  be  to  his  best  interests f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  tbem  express  themselves  as  believing  in  the  Populist  party, 
and  voting  for  it  on  that  account f — A.  I  suppose  the  Populist  negroes  do. 

Q.  Don^  you  know  that  a  great  many  negroes  vote  that  ticket  because  they  believe 
it  to  be  to  their  beat  interests? — A.  I  don't  think  they  think  about  their  interests. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  they  advocate  Populism  because  they  think  it  is  the  best 
thing  for  them? — A.  Some  few  may  who  are  under  the  intlnence  of  Populists. 

Q.  Don't  they  do  it  without  being  under  those  influences? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  native  of  Lincoln  County? — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, and  came  here  in  my  youth. 

Q.  You  were  for  four  years  the  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  Lincoln  County? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  the  chairman  of  that  meeting  in  1895,  when  those  Popnlists  voted?— 
A.  Yes,  sir:  and  formulated  that  resolution. 

Q.  Yon  felt  that  those  gentlemen  acted  very  outrageously,  after  your  passing  a 
resolution  of  that  sort,  to  participate  in  your  meeting?-— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  those  gentlemen  were  formerly  Democrats? — A.  Yea,  sir;  we 
held  the  election  in  the  grand- jur>'  room.  I  was  chairman  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee, and  appointed  the  managers  lor  the  election. 

Q.  Do  you  know  those  gentlemen  had  ever  voted  the  Populist  ticket  before  that 
nomination? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  ascertain  that  fact? — A.  I  had  seen  them  as  active  workers,  and 
did  in  the  campaign  for  governor  a  month  later. 

Q.  Mr.  Remsen  did  not  vote  in  that  nomination  ? — A.  No,  sir;  nor  did  Mr.  St-ephen- 
son. 

Q.  Who  did  vote  in  that  nomination? — A.  Hngh  Glace. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Populist? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  certainly  was.  Bill  Flannigan,  the  deputy 
sheriff. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Populist? — A.  Yes,  sir.  If  he  had  not  been  a  Populist  he  would  not 
have  been  appointed  to  that  office.  Not  only  that,  but  I  have  seen  him  work  for  the 
Populist  party. 

Q.  Was  there  not  some  talk  about  harmonizing  the  two  parties? — ^A.  I  think  Judge 
Remsen  came  down  here  and  made  some  such  funny  talk  as  that. 

Q.  How  many  Democrats  did  yon  have  present? — ^A.  I  think  we  must  have  had 
about  100.    The  court  room  was  pretty  well  filled. 

Q.  Mr.  Remsen  did  not  vote? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Your  temper  waa  somewhat  irritated  because  of  the  fact  that  those  gentlemen 
voted  with  you  when  you  thought  they  were  PopuUste? — A.  Not  at  all;  I  treated 
their  voting  as  a  hugh  joke.  I  drew  that  resolution  that  if  the^  did  not  belong  to 
the  Organized  Democracy  of  Lincoln  County  they  were  not  entitled  to  vote,  and  I 
congratulated  Hugh  Glace  upon  coming  back  to  the  party. 

Q.  You  thought  at  that  time  that  he  bad  returned  to  the  party? — ^A.  No,  sir;  bat 
I  treated  it  that  way. 

Q.  It  then  appeared  that  he  had  returned  to  that  party  by  his  action? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  their  voting  change  the  result  of  the  meeting?— *A.  No,  sir;  but  I  have  do 
doubt  that  wa«  their  intention. 

Q.  Without  their  votes  the  result  of  it  would  have  been  the  same? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
It  was  done  to  get  up  strife  with  the  Democrats,  and  if  more  of  them  had  voted  it 
might  have  changed  the  result,  which  would  have  resulted  in  a  Democratic  conven- 
tion supporting  the  minority  nominee. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  Lincoln  County  has  less  lawlessnees 
than  any  county  in  the  State,  compared  with  the  popnlation  ? — A.  There  are  very  few 
murders  in  Lincoln  County.    There  are  one  or  two  occasionally. 

Q.  There  is  comparatively  little  crime  in  that  county  as  shown  by  the  court  rec- 
ords?— A.  Yes,  sir;  as  shown  by  the  court  records.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  crime 
not  on  the  records. 

Q.  As  shown  by  the  court  records  there  is  comparatively  little  crime,  is  there  not?— 
A.  It  shows,  perhaps,  that  Lincoln  County  is  no  worse  than  other  counties  in  the 
serious  grades  of  crime. 

Q.  This  lawlessness  you  speak  of  during  the  "Watson  war"  did  not  occur  under 
your  personal  observation  ? — A.  It  certainly  did.  We  were  looking  for  Mr.  Watson 
to  come  there  that  day  and  speak,  and  the  crowd  had  come  there  to  hear  him,  and 
my  recollection  is  that  Mr.  West  came  up  also.    He  did  not  appear,  and  finally  the 
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rumor  came  that  he  was  threatened  with  assassmatioD  iu  Thomson.  Sheriff  CuUars 
came  up  on  the  public  square  with  a  large  crowd  following  him. 

Q.  What  became  of  Sheriff  CuUars f — A.  I  suppose  he  went  with  the  crowd  to 
Thomson.     A  great  crowd  of  them  got  on  their  hordes  with  their  arms  and  started  off. 

Q.  Yoa  don't  know  that  any  of  them  reached  Thomson? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  some 
of  the  men  when  they  got  back  and  they  told  me  how  they  found  things  in  Thomson, 
ftod  what  they  did  in  Thomson. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  the  sheriff  went! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  did  not  gof — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  causes  that  led  to  that  demonstration  of  your 
own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Watson  was  actually  assaulted  or  attempted  to  be 
ftissa-ssinated,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  of  3'onr  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir;  only 
what  other  people  said. 

(j.  During  the  proj^ress  of  the  campaign  yon  say  some  Democrats  were  kept  at 
home  bj'  these  crowds? — A.  1  had  heard  it,  and  inquired  of  one  or  two  why  they  did 
Dot  come  out. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  yonr  own  knowledge  of  any  Democrat  that  was  kept  from 
the  election  during  that  campaign? — A.  I  only  know  that  some  one  or  two  Demo- 
crau — the  Goldmans — were  not  there,  and  that  reason  was  suggested  by  other 
D^mocrata;  that  they  did  not  want  to  be  involved  in  any  lawlessness  or  row  at  the 
polls. 

<j.  Did  those  gentlemen  say  to  you  that  they  were  kept  away  through  fear? — A. 
No,  sir. 

(^.  Was  not  the  feeling  of  the  Democrats  toward  the  Populists  very  bitter,  as  well 
v^  the  Populists  toward  the  Democrats? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  that  I  can  answer 
that  qnestion  particularly,  except  that  I  have  never  been  out  with  them,  nor  in  a 
certain  sense  disregarding  all  law  and  pretending  that  I  was  a  Democrat  and  then 
acting  differently,  or  anything  of  that  sort. 

i^.  The  feeling  was  just  as  bitter  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  as  it  was  on  the 
part  of  the  Populists? — A.  There  was  a  righteous  indignation  on  the  part  of  the 
Demiicrata. 

Q.  Yon  speak  of  the  election  of  a  preacher  causing  a  row  at  a  church.  Do  yon 
know  that  in  a  church  in  the  lower  part  of  the  county,  near  Clayhill,  that  six  or 
»even  Democrats  assembled  during  a  storm  last  year  and  deposed  from  office  the 
Sanday-school  superintendent  who  had  held  the  office  for  twenty  years? — A.  I  have 
never  neard  of  it. 

Q.  And  that  there  was  a  fight  abont  it  between  Mr.  Strother  and  Mr.  Hinton? — ^A. 
I  heard  of  a  fight  in  the  church  down  there. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  sav  it  is  not  true? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  struck  the  first  blow? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Y'ou  stated  that  in  this  church  down  there  the  Democratic  members  repudiated 
the  action  of  the  Populists? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  the  preacher  told  me. 

Q.  They  called  another  election  and  compromised  on  another  man  different  from 
what  either  side  wanted? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  that  some  of  the  Populists  got  to  cursing, 
etc.,amons  each  other,  and  that  he  had  to  quell  it. 

Q.  You  were  formerly  the  editor  of  the  Lincolnton  News? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Lincoln  used  to  be  the  bimner  county  of  the  State,  did  it  not,  so  far  as  politics 
was  concerned? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  only  county  in  the  State  in  elections  for  several  years  that  did 
not  cast  an  un-Democratic  vote? — A.  It  is  claimed  to  be  the  banner  Populist  county 
of  the  State. 

Q.  Then  a  good  Democratic  county  makes  a  good  Populist  county,  does  it  not? 
You  were  formerly  all  good  Democrats,  and  now  you  are  nearly  all  good  Populists? — 
A.  No.  sir.    Mr.  Remsen  claims  it  is  the  leading  Populist  county  in  the  State. 

Q.  When  the  politics  of  the  county  was  Democratic,  your  paper  was  quite  a  sue- 
0688,  was  it  not,  in  a  financial  way  ? — A.  No,  sir.  It  was  not  a  success  before  I  took 
hiihl  of  it. 

(j.  Since  the  advent  of  Populism  the  paper  has  not  been  a  financial  success? — A. 
Xo,  sir. 

i4.  You  lost  patronage  through  this  split? — A.  The  county  patronage  goes  to  the 
Populist  paper;  but  we  are  doing  very  well. 

Q.  Y'our  subscription  list,  I  suppose,  is  smaller  than  it  was? — A.  Yes,  sir.  They 
would  boycott  my  paper ;  and  when  they  would  take  it  they  would  not  pay  for  it. 

Q.  So  that  you  have  lost  in  business  by  it? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  paper  is  not  making 
what  it  Ubed  to  make. 

(4.  So,  in  a  political  way,  your  feelings  are  ruffled? — A.  No,  sir.  I  am  not  a  ^'10- 
cenf  man. 

<j.  Yon  speak  about  whisky  and  threats  and  cajoling  being  used  to  influence  the 
colored  voters.  Did  you  ever  see  any  whisky  used  yourself  by  the  Populists  for  that 
purpose? — ^A.  Not  especially. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  threiits  made  to  iuduee  the  negroeH  to  vote  the  PopiilisI 
ticket  if — A.  No,  sir.     Perbuns  have  told  me  that. 

Q.  All  this  testimony,  then,  about  threats,  etc.,  is  simply  hearsay  ? — A.  1  have  seen 
some  of  those  Topulists  under  the  iutluence  of  whisky  when  this  *' hickory -clob 
brigade''  would  come  to  the  polls. 

q.  When  was  that?— A.  In  the  election  of  1892. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  it  is  a  common  habit  to  carry  sticks  in  the  coautry  ? — A.  I  have 
never  seen  it  before  nor  since.  Tbey  were  green  hickory  sticks,  cut  jnst  a  day  .or  two 
before  the  election,  and  were  much  larger  than  walking  sticks. 

Q.  The  questions  of  whisky  and  threats  and  cajoling  are  hearsay? — A.  I  have  seen 
them  drinking. 

Q.  Yon  don^t  know  whether  the^'  drank  it  because  they  loved  it  or  for  the  purpose 
of  influencing  voters! — A.  Not  of  ray  own  knowledge. 

Q.  You  »&y  a  good  many  representative  citizens  there  are  Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  not  quite  a  number  of  representative  citizens  who  are  Populists f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 
.    Q.  Quite  a  large  number,  are  there  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  more  or  less. 

Q.  The  large  middle  class,  the  representative  middle  class  of  farmers  in  your 
county,  are  Populists,  are  they  not? — A.  The  small  white  farmers  are. 

Q.  Are  not  some  of  the  largest  farmers  in  your  county,  of  the  white  citizens, 
Populists? — A.  Some  few.     Men  like  Mr.  Stephenson  and  Mr.  Price. 

Q.  Speaking  of  Mr.  Boyd,  you  stated  facts  which  would  lead  the  committee  to 
believe  that  Mr.  Boyd  had  left  or  was  about  to  leave  Lincoln  on  account  of  political 
differences.  Do  yon  know  that  Mr.  Boyd  and  Mrs.  Boyd  are  both  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  medical  treatment  at  this  time? — A.  He  was  snlfering  and  came  here  last 
summer  to  be  treated  for  cancer.  But  he  told  me  out  of  his  own  month  that  living 
there  was  intolerable  and  that  his  home  had  ceased  to  be  habitable  to  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  during  last  fall,  in  a  justice's  court  in  Lincoln  County, 
before  a  Populist  justice  of  the  peace  and  a  Populist  jnry,  Mr.  Boyd,  as  plaintifl  in 
the  case,  gained  a  suit  against  a  Populist? — A.  I  don't  know  that.  He  has  spoken 
to  me  about  cases.     He  said  to  me  repeatedly  that  there  was  no  law. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  state  of  affairs  is  true? — A.  No,  sir;  I  know  nothing 
about  it. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  Populists  gaining  their  inspiration  from  their  leader.  Who 
do  you  reror  to  by  that? —A.  Mr.  Watson  is  their  general  leader,  and  then  )lr. 
Remsen. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  Mr.  Watson  has  alwavs  advised  against  boycotts,  etc.  ?--A. 
I  read  his  paper,  and  I  have  seen  where  he  told  a  negro  that  if  a  white  man  inter- 
fered with  him  to  give  him  a  black  eye. 

Q.  You  don't  know  where  the  Populists  got  their  instructions? — A.  I  did  not  say 
instructions." 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  them? — A.  Everything  is  done  very  secretly  there,  includ- 
ing the  manipnlation  of  the  registry  list,  for  we  oonld  not  find  out  anything  aboot 
it.  We  could  not  tell  Just  a  few  days  before  the  lists  were  turned  oyer  to  registrars 
whether  they  had  registered  500  or  5,000. 

Q.  Yon  say  politics  dominate  the  courts?  Are  yon  not  mistaken  abont  that?^A. 
W^ell,  negroes  are  put  in  jail,  and  they  afterwards  break  Jail,  and  no  effort  is  made 
to  recapture  them. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  you  have  a  Demooratio  judge  of  the  superior  eoiiTt?'A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  don't  you  know  that  in  your  district  you  have  a  Democratic  notary  pub- 
lic, who  is  equal  in  power  to  the  justice  of  the  peace? — A.  No,  sir.  We  haveoQ« 
at  Syberts.  We  did  have  one  at  Goshen,  but  he  has  moved,  too.  We  also  have  a 
magistrate  at  Lincolnton. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  the  administration  of  the  courts  n 
very  fair  and  impartial  in  Lincoln  Connty? — A.  The  court  is  impartial,  of  course. 

Q.  And  the  juries  are  impartial? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  consider  that  they  can  be. 
The  feeling  between  parties  is  such  that  I  have  heard  the  general  expression  that 
everything  depends  on  the  jury.  I  have  heard  Judge  Remsen  criticised  for  being 
a  regular  jury  selector. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  the  idea,  if  it  ever  prevailed,  has  been  found  to  be  a  mis- 
take, about  politics  dominating  the  juries? — A.  I  have  never  sat  in  the  conrt-honse 
nor  examined  the  ]>olitics  of  the  juries. 

Q.  For  the  last  three  or  four  years  have  you  had  occasion  to  know  the  politics  of 
the  juries  as  to  their  impartiality? — A.  No,  sir.  I  have  noted  the  fact  tnat  juries 
were  selected  with  a  view  to  their  politics;  so  ranch  so  that  Judge  Remsen  has  been 
criticised  as  the  ordinary  of  the  county  for  selecting  juries  for  lawyers  from  other 
towns. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  the  Democrats  have  done  the  same  thing  for  their  firienda  f— 
A.  That  would  not  do  much  good  where  the  Populists  were  in  the  majority. 
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Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  the  Democrats  have  large  representation  on  the  juries? — 
A.  They  are  always  in  the  minority. 

(^.  Do  yon  happen  to  know  that  last  spring  the  majority  of  the  grand  jurors  were 
I>emo€rat8f — A.  Ao,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  fact,  is  it  not  f — A.  No,  sir.  It  has  heen  close  for  the  last  four  grand 
juries,  and  the  present  one  is  close. 

(j.  Have  not  the  actions  of  the  grand  juries  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  been 
considered  conservative  by  the  best  people  of  your  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^.  Yon  are  not  prepared  to  give  any  evidence  of  any  unfair  true  bills  rendered  by 
those  grand  juries? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  prepared  to  give  any  evidence  of  any  unfair  verdicts  by  Popu- 
list juries? — A.  As  I  say,  I  have  never  sat  in  the  court-house  and  watched  the 
proceedings. 

V*  So  that  what  you  testified  about  these  matters  are  simply  matters  of  hearsay 
tnd  rumor,  in  regard  to  politics  dominating  the  courts? — A.  I  have  stated  to  you 
that  prisoners  escape  from  jail  and  consequently  their  cases  are  not  tried.  In  the 
next  place,  the  Populists  being  in  the  ascendancy  on  the  juries,  the  Democrats  will 
not  bring  suits  because  they  know  they  can  not  get  a  verdict.  And  I  do  know  of  a 
case  from  a  Populist  standpoint — that  of  Kim  Wilhite;  an  outrageons  case  from  the 
iscts  stated,  ile  had  a  claim  about  a  mortgage,  I  think  it  was  on  a  bale  of  cotton, 
and  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  that  he  had  stolen  the  cotton,  or  something  of  that 
«ort.  So  that  a  Democrat  feels  that  no  matter  what  sort  of  9  case  he  has  if  he  has 
a  Popnlist  jury  he  has  no  chance  of  getting  justice  at  all. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  Mr.  Wilhite  was  indicted  by  a  grand  jury,  a  majority  of 
whom  were  Democrats,  and  was  tried  by  a  special  jury,  the  majority  of  whom  were 
Populists? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Everything  is  now  improving  decidedly,  is  it  not? — A.  I  don't  know  what  it 
▼onld  be  if  we  ha<l  a  campaign  on  hand.  When  there  is  not  a  campaign  on  hand 
things  are  not  so  bitter  as  wheu  there  is. 

Q.  Are  yon  still  a  resident  of  Lincoln  County ?  —A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  still  my  home. 

Q.  Are  you  just  from  Lincoln  now? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  believe  you  no  lunger  edit  that  paper? — A.  No,  sir;  I  assist  some  in  the 
editing. 

Q.  You  are  no  longer  the  editor  in  chief,  or  control  the  paper? — A.  No,  sir;  except 
that  I  control  the  politics  of  the  paper. 

Gkorgk  Patbrson,  M.  D. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 

B,  W.  Bakrow, 
Notary  rvblic,  Richmond  Countffy  Ga. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  February  1,  1896. 

Saturday,  February  i,  18^, 

Present  for  contestant,  J.  T.  West,  esq.    Present  for  contestee,  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

By  Mr.  Cohen.  Counsel  for  contestee  offer  in  evidence  the  Augusta  Evening  Her- 
ald of  August  17,  1895,  containing  Mr.  Black's  acceptance;  Angnsta  Evening  Herald 
of  August  19, 18i)5,  containing  article  headed  "Fair  for  all  parties;"  Augusta  Even- 
ing Herald  of  August  26,  1895,  coiitainiug  editorial  signed  by  Bowdre  Phinizy,  in 
editorial  correspondence;  Augusta  Evening  Herald  of  August  29, 1>95,  editorial  col- 
nmn  article  headed  "Hon.  J.C.  C.  Black;"  Augusta  Evening  Herald  of  August  27, 
l^ifo,  editorial  headed  "Honest  people  of  Augusta;"  Augusta  Evening  Herald  of 
August  30,  1895,  editorial  headed  "  Fair  dealing;"  Augusta  Evening  Herald  of  Sep- 
tember 3,  1895,  editorial  headed  "  Honest  victory ;"  Augusta  Evening  Herald  of  Sep- 
tember 11, 1895,  editorial  headed  "An  important  duty ;"  Augusta  Evening  Herald  of 
^pt-ember  18,  1895,  editorial  beaded  "As  to  frauds;"  Augusta  Evening  Herald  of 
^ptember21,  1895,  editorial  headed  "Watson^s  insincerity;"  also  editorial  headed 
**Can  men  be  fair;"  also  editorial  headed  "As  to  tiie  registrars; "-Augusta  Evening 
Herald  of  Sfptember  25,  1895,  editorial  headed  "  Fair  elections ; "  Augusta  Evening 
Herald  of  September  27,  1895,  editorial  headed  "The  work  of  the  registrars;" 
Angnsta  Evening  Herald  of  October  2,  1*'95,  news  article  headed  "James  Barrett 
talks;"  Augusta  Evening  HeraM  of  Octobers,  1895,  editorial  headed  '*The  after- 
math;" also  edit-orial  headed  "  Registration  law  a  success." 

By  Mr.  West.  Counsel  for  contestant  object  to  thin  mass  of  newspaper  evidence  as 
irrelevant,  and  having  nothing  to  do  with  this  contest. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  February  4,  1896. 

Tuesday,  February  4,  1S96. 

Present  for  contestant,  J.  T.  West,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  Boykin  Wright,  esq. 

J.  H.  HINTON,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  In  Lincoln  County — One  hundred  and  eighty- tonrth 
district. 
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Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  there! — A.  Since  1873.  I  think  it  was  in  Janaary, 
1873,  that  I  moved  there. 

Q.  Where  did  you  reside  before  thatf — A.  In  Warren  County. 

Q.  Is  Warren  County  in  this  Congressional  district? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  been  living  in  Lincoln  County  how  lougf — A.  Some  twenty-three 
years. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics? — A.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Have  you  much  company  in  Liucolu  County  in  that  line? — A.  Very  little.  In 
my  district  they  are  scarce,  and  in  the  adjoining  district  they  seem  to  be  scarcer. 

Q.  The  great  majority  of  the  voters  of  Lincoln  County  are  Populists? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  politics  of  3*our  connty? — A.  I 
think  so ;  yes,  sir. 

(4.  Have  you  been  familiar  with  the  elections  since  the  Populists  have  bern  a 
party? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  attended  all  the  elections  since  that  time. 

Q.  Where  were  you  in  the  special  election  in  October,  1895? — A.  I  was  at  Bookers 
Mill,  in  the  One  hundred  and  eighty-fourth  district. 

Q.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  Populists  there  and  their  manner  of  running  the 
Congressional  campaign  in  Lincoln  County,  particularly  in  your  district? — A.  It 
seemed  to  be  to  bulldoze  and  just  run  roughshod  over  everything  and  carry  it 
their  way. 

Q.  How  would  they  bulldoze? — A.  By  going  around  and  threatening  the  negroes, 
and  telling  them  they  had  to  go  tlieir  way. 

Q.  What  sort  of  arms,  if  any,  would  they  have  in  going  around  to  the  polls?— A. 
Sometimes  they  would  have  guns  and  sometimes  they  would  have  sticks.  In  the 
election  of  1894  they  had  guns  the  night  before,  going  around.  And  at  the  election 
before,  they  had  clubs,  some  of  them  as  large  as  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  quarter 
in  diameter — large  clubs. 

Q.  What  would  tliey  say  and  what  would  be  their  manner  in  going  around  the 
night  previous  and  on  the  day  of  the  election? — A.  They  would  go  around  and  tfU 
the  negroes  they  must  get  out  and  vote  with  them.  They  wouUl  say,  •*  Your  interwt 
is  ours,  and  you  must  vote  with  us,"  and  if  a  Democrat  interfert^d  he  was  ordered 
back  into  his  house. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  that  was  the  case  when  a  Democrat  lived  on  his  own  place 
and  was  on  his  own  place? — A.  Yes,  sir;  when  a  Democrat  was  living  on  hisoirn 
place,  if  he  went  out  to  expostulate  with  them  he  was  ordered  back  into  his  house. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  hands  on  your  place  that  they  sought  to  interfere  with  in 
that  way?— A.  Yes,  sir.  They  brought  down  one  who  lived  in  Wilkes  County  iuto 
Lincoln  County  during  the  election  of  1894,  and  voted  him. 

Q.  Did  the  negroes  in  Lincoln  County  want  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  that 
were  intimidated  by  the  Populists? — A.  They  said  they  wanted  to  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  I  know  they  were  intimidated. 

Q.  Give  a  few  instances  of  how  they  C(mducted  themselves  there  with  reference  tn 
intimidation. — A.  At  one  electiou  there,  one  or  two  Democrats  were  all  we  could 
get  to  vote.    Other  Democratic  negroes  went  to  other  precincts  and  voted. 

Q.  Why  did  they  go  ott? — A.  They  said  they  were  afraid  to  vote  there.  Two  of 
them  came  up  and  voted,  and  one  of  the  two  had  one  of  his  teeth  knocketl  out  by  a 
Populist  because  he  spoke  to  liis  Populist  father  after  voting. 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  managers  at  that  election?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  eftect  of  their  intimidation  upon  the  negroes? — A.  It  kept  them 
away  from  the  polls.  If  they  could  possibly  get  off,  they  would  lose  the  day  from 
their  work  and  go  out  of  the  di.strict.  Two  negroes  came  t<4}  me  at  one  election  aud 
hegged  me  to  send  them  off  so  that  they  could  go  away  for  that  day. 

Q.  Why? — A.  BecauHe  those  Populists  would  come  and  want  Vhem  to  vote  for 
their  ticket  at  th^  election.  Some  of  them  came  to  a  field  where  a  negro  was  picking 
cotton,  during  this  last  election,  and  took  hold  of  him  and  told  him  that  he  mubt  %o 
and  vote  with  them.  He  told  me  that  he  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  but 
was  afraid.     About  1  o'clock  they  brought  him  to  the  ]>(dls. 

Q.  How  did  they  get  him  there? — A.  They  went  to  the  field  where  he  was  at  work 
and  got  him. 

Q.  Was  that  one  of  your  hands? — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  at  work  up  there. 

Q.  This  occurrence  you  just  spoke  of  was  at  the  last  election? — A.  Yes, sir:  at 
the  special  election. 

Q.  Did  that  intimidation  or  ap])rehen8ion  of  trouble  on  the  day  of  election  extend 
to  the  white  Democrats  as  well  as  the  colored? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  £x]i]ain  and  describe  how  the  white  people  were  intimidated  and  how  they 
felt. — A.  .lust  before  one  election  a  frieml  of  mine  came  to  me  and  said,  "Jim,  1 
would  be  afraid,  if  1  were  you,  to  vote  against  Tom  Watson  and  live  in  Lincoln  Connty. 
if  he  was  defeated."  That  had  the  efl'ect  of  embarrassing  me.  knowing  that  thit> 
gentleman  wiis  a  Populist,  too.    That  was  just  before  the  electiou. 
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Q.  I  irill  ask  you  whether  yon  were  apprehensive  and  afraid  of  trouble  growing 
OQI  of  the  fact  that  you  were  a  Democrat  and  wanted  to  exercise  the  right  to  votef — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  timid  man? — A.  Not  ordinarily. 

Q.  What  would  be  their  general  manner  about  this?  Explain  generally  as  to  their 
feeling  and  the  demonstration  of  that  feeling^  not  only  on  the  day  of  election,  but 
previoosly. — A.  They  looked  like  they  were  wrought  up,  and  if  a  Democrat  did 
not  do  to  suit  them  they  treated  him  as  badly  as  they  could.  Mr.  Strother  was 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  a  school  up  there ;  and  because  the  registrars  asked  him 
to  assist  them,  after  the  election  was  over  the  Populists  elected  a  Populist  in  his 
place,  and  removed  him. 

Q.  After  he  had  been  already  elected  for  the  year? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  result,  and  what  is  the  result  upon  the  Democrats  as  to 
their  feeling? — A.  Of  course,  they  feel  embarrassed,  under  the  circumstances. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  by  embarrassed  that  they  feel  apprehensive  and  are  really  pre- 
venteil  from  a  proper  expression  of  their  views  and  of  their  votes  at  the  ballot  box? — 
A.  Some  of  them  are.  Some  would  go  and  vote,  but  others  were  more  cautious, 
rkime  would  go  and  vote,  because  they  are  not  to  be  bulldozed  and  intimidated  in 
that  way. 

Q.  In  many  instances,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  having  trouble,  even  white 
Democrats  in  different  portions  of  the  county  would  remain  away  from  the  polls? — 
A.  I  think  so.     I  know  that  negroes  are  kept  nway  in  my  district  on  that  account. 

Q.  Do  not  the  Democrats  have  to  be  cautions  as  to  how  they  express  themselves 
about  their  party  feelings  and  party  fealty? — A.  I  think  it  is  best  that  they  should 
be  cautious. 

Q.  Why? — A.  Because  if  they  do  not  they  will  get  into  trouble. 

i^.  Do  they  go  in  crowds  at  all  when  they  assemble  at  those  )iublic  meetings;  and 
how  do  they  behave  in  those  meetings? — A.'  In  elections  they  are  generally  in  crowds, 
and  have  very  little  to  do  with  the  Democrats. 

if.  That  intimidation  that  you  say  began  in  1892,  has  the  influence  of  that  intimi- 
dation continued  on  down  to  the  present  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  negroes  any  more  free  up  there  to  vote  as  they  please  now  than  they 
were  two  or  three  years  ago? — A.  No,  sir.  They  have  got  them  under  hack,  and  aU 
the  negroes  that  want  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  are  just  as  afraid  now  as 
formerly, 

Q.  Do  you  know,  in  your  own  district,  of  any  negroes  who  were  kept  back  who 
wanted  to  vote  for  Major  Black? — A.  Yes,  sir;  John  Paschal  was  one.  Pressley 
Harmon  told  me  he  was  going  to  stay  at  home,  because  he  was  afraid  to  go  to  the 
polls,  and  that  he  wanted  to  vote  for  Major  Black.  The  day  of  the  election  the 
Populists  went  to  the  field  where  he  was  at  work  and  carried  him  to  the  polls  and 
voted  him.    Two  of  them  went  after  him. 

Q.  Were  they  armed? — A.  1  could  not  say  whether  they  were  or  not. 

Q.  They  forced  him  to  vote  the  Populist  ticket? — A.  That  is  what  he  said.  Mr. 
J.  A.  Eshom  was  the  gentleman  who  told  me  that  if  he  was  me  he  would  be  afraid  to 
vote  against  Tom  Watson.  Gns  Watson  is  one  of  the  two  Democrats  who  voted  and 
is  the  man  who  had  one  of  his  teeth  knocked  out.  Bill  Watson  laid  out  all  that  day. 
They  sent  him  word  that  he  was  registered,  although  he  lived  in  Wilkes  County. 
They  sent  him  word  that  he  could  come  and  vote.  The  registrart«  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  to  investigate  him,  and  his  name  was  left  on  the  registry  list. 

Q-  You  say  he  lived  in  Wilkes  County? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Lon  Avery  was  a  tax 
defaulter,  and  they  hnd  him  registered.  He  was  a  tax  defaulter,  and  they  sent  him 
the  same  word— so  he  told  me — and  told  him  to  go  to  see  Mr.  Jim  Edwards  and  he 
would  put  him  through. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Jim  Edwards? — A.  He  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Popnlists  in  my 
district. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  Lon  Avery  want  to  vote? — A.  He  told  me  that  he  wanted  to 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  could  not  vote,  because  he  had  not  paid  his  taxes. 
They  sent  him  word  that  tbey  had  put  him  on  the  list  anyway,  and  for  him  to  go  to 
Mr  Jim  Edwards  and  he  would  put  him  through. 

Q.  Are  those  samples  of  the  way  the  Populists  conduct  matters  up  there? — A.  Yes, 
tir.  Lawreuce  Wellmaker  lived  in  Wilkes  County,  and  the  registrars  did  not  reach 
his  name,  and  he  came  and  voted. 

Q.  Did  they  observe  the  registry  list  at  ycmr  place? — A.  No,  sir.  Tol  Bentley's 
same  was  stricken.  He  was  tlie  only  Populist  in  our  district  that  was  stricken  by 
the  registrars.     They  voted  him,  although  his  name  wns  not  on  the  registration  list. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  over  your  protest? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Our  Democratic  manager,  Mr.  Joe 
Strother,  entered  his  protest  against  his  voting  and  against  I^awrence  Wellmaker. 

Q.  Since  the  Populists  have  been  in  charge  there,  what  change  has  taken  place 
with  reference  to  your  people  and  the  peace  and  go(jd  onler  of  the  community? — 
A.  The  people  are  all  divided  up  in  every  way — neighbors  are  divided,  churches  are 
divided,  schools  are  divided — even  some  of  the  families  are  divided. 
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Q.  When  yoa  speak  of  division  and  feeling,  I  will  ask  yon  if  there  is  not  great  bit* 
ternesB  np  there  f — A.  There  seems  to  be. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  bitter  toward  Democrats  who  don't  think  and  Tote  with  them?— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  cause  of  it. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  time  of  what  is  called  the  **  Watson  war ''  up  there  in 
Lincoln  County? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  In  Lincoluton. 

Q.  What  happened  there  and  what  was  that? — A.  I  was  in  the  hotel  at  dinner. 
News  came  to  Lincolnton  that  there  was  a  crowd  at  Thomson  trying  to  kill  Mr.  Wat- 
son. I  went  out  on  the  street  and  found  that  the  crowd  was  terribly  wroaght  ap. 
They  were  running  in  every  direction  and  getting  their  arms. 

Q.  Where  were  they  getting  their  arms  from? — A.  They  got  some  out  of  Mr.  Ram- 
sen*s  Htore. 

Q.  Where  did  tliey  re]>ort  to? — A.  Up  at  Mr.  Rerasen's  honse.  They  went  to  Mr. 
Remsen's  bouse  aud'started  from  there  to  Thomson. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Remsen  go  with  them? — A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not. 

Q.  Who  was  responsible  for  circulating  that  report  that  somebody  was  trying  to 
kill  Mr.  Watson  ? — A.  The  Populists,  so  far  as  we  could  learn. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  in  it,  was  there? — A.  Nothing  that  we  conld  find  out. 

Q.  How  many  went  ou  through  the  country  toward  Thomson? — A.  I  coold  not 
say  positively ;  I  would  Hupnoso  there  were  70  or  80  of  them.  It  was  reported  that 
there  were  200,  but  I  don't  tnink  there  were  that  many. 

Q.  How  were  they  armed  ?-^A.  With  pistols  and  shotgnns. 

Q.  What  was  their  manner? — A.  It  was  belligerent  and  exciting. 

Q.  What  were  they  goiug  to  do? — A.  Some  uf  them  said  they  were  going  over  there 
and  wipe  out  Thomson  if  Mr.  Watson  was  hurt. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  crowd  when  they  came  back? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  still  excited? — A.  Some  of  them  were  excited;  one  fellow  told  me 
that  he  **weut  over  there  to  bum  up  Thomson,  and  damned  if  he  had  not  done  it  if 
he  could  have  got  help." 

Q.  ThouiMon  is  understood  to  be  a  Democratic  town,  is  it  not? — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Who  is  the  leader  of  the  Populists  in  your  county? — A.  Tom  Remsen  is  recog- 
nized as  such. 

Q.  Does  he  control  tuem,  and  does  what  he  says  go  with  them? — A.  As  far  as  I  know, 
it  does. 

Q.  What  is  the  reputation  of  your  county  as  to  lawlessness  since  this  Populist  reign 
np  there? — A.  It  seems  to  me  like  it  is  very  bad.  When  it  comes  to  the  law,  a  Dem- 
ocrat has  hardly  any  show  at  all.  In  my  iUstrict  the  most  of  them  refrain  from  gotn? 
to  law  at  all,  because  they  say  they  can  get  nothing,  it  makes  no  dift'erence  what  kind 
of  a  case  they  have. 

Q.  Do  they  carry  politics  into  the  courts? — A.  They  seem  to. 

Q.  Is  that  also  true  with  reference  to  the  juries? — A.  I  could  not  say;  that  is  the 
general  opinion ;  I  don't  know  it,  of  course. 

Q.  Do  the  Populists  just  ciirry  everything;  their  own  way  ? — ^A.  The  Popniists  hsve 
control  of  everything  in  the  county,  whether  or  not. 

Q.  Are  they  law  abiding?— A.  So  far  as  voting  is  concerned,  they  seem  to  take  it 
into  their  own  hands.     In  their  way  they  observe  the  forms  of  law. 

Q.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  style  in  which  the  tax  collector  or  his  agent  would 
go  around  registering  voters  before  the  election — whether  they  administered  the  osth 
to  the  person  registering,  or  not? — A.  I  saw  several  parties  regitstered,  but  I  never 
heard  of  their  administering  any  oath  to  them  at  all. 

Q.  How  would  they  do? — A.  Just  take  their  name  down  and  put  it  in  a  memoran- 
dum book  for  thohc  who  could  not  write;  and  those  who  conld  wrote  their  name  in 
the  book  themselves.  Lon  Avery  told  me  that  they  put  his  name  down  without  his 
knowledge  or  consent.  Hill  Watson  did  not  tell  me,  but  I  understood  his  case  was 
nearly  the  same  way. 

Q.  I  will  ask  ynn  if  it  is  not  true  that  they  openly  avowed  that  they  were  not 
going  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  registration  law,  and  Mr.  Remsen  advisecl  them 
not  to? — A.  They  did  not  say  Mr.  Remsen  advised  tliera,  l»nt  they  said  they  were  not 
going  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  regi8trati<in  law.  On  Saturday  evening;  before  the 
regiHtration  closed  on  Tuesday  there  was  a  great  deal  ef  excitement  there;  I  shoald 
say  it  was  on  Saturday  before  the  registrars  closed  their  work  on  Tuesday. 

Q.  Were  yon  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  that  excitement  about? — A.  It  was  because  some  gentlemen  came  up 
there  from  Angnsta. 

Q.  Were  you  there  when  that  mob  came  there  and  announced  their  determination 
not  to  allow  those  young  men  to  act  as  clerks  for  the  registrars? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  the  Populist's  do  when  they  came  in? — A.  I  don't  know  how  they 
came  in ;  1  heard  that  a  runner  had  been  sent  out  after  them. 

Q.  State  what  the  mob  did  on  the  streets  of  Lincolnton. — A.  I  did  not  hear  any- 
thing that  Saturday  at  all;  on  Monday  I  was  back  there  again,  and  they  said,  "By 
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God,  we  made  them  leave  between  the  suns.''  I  heard  them  talk  it  the  Monday 
following. 

Q.  How  many  men  came  to  Lincolnton  in  reply  to  this  summons  that  day,  wonld 
you  say  f — A.  I  suppose  some  twenty  or  thirty. 

Q.  Were  you  there  all  dayf — A.  No,  sir;  I  got  therebetween  1  and  2  o'clock  in  the 
evening. 

Q.  This  excitement  had  subsided  when  you  got  there! — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  no 
excitement  at  all  then. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  Wbst,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  say  there  are  few  Democrats  in  Lincoln  County? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  are  very  few  in  your  district,  are  there  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  many  white  Democrats  around  your  district! — A.  I  think  there  are 
23  in  my  district.  There  were  27  in  1892 ;  some  one  or  two  moved  out,  and  there  are 
2  dead ;  and  I  think  there  are  23  there  now. 

Q.  How  many  white  Populists  are  there  in  that  district! — A.  I  would  suppose  65 
or  70;  about  three  to  one. 

Q.  Is  it  about  that  same  proportion  through  the  county? — A.  I  think  it  is  greater 
through  the  county. 

Q.  Near  Liucoln  ton  there  are  more  Democrats  in  proportion,  and  in  some  other  dis- 
tricts there  are  fewer  Democrats! — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  oalem  district  there  are  very  few. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  voted  at  Booker's  Mill! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  manager  there! — A.  No,  sir;  Joe  Strother  was  the  Democratic 
manaffer.    The  other  managers  were  Judge  Woods  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Strother,  I  think. 

Q.  Joe  Strother  is  a  Democrat  and  a  lawyer! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  yon  were  given  representation  on  the  board  of  managers! — ^A.  Yen,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Joe  Strother  make  any  complaint  about  the  counting  of  the  votes!— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  acted  as  a  manager  at  those  elections! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  a 
manager  in  1892  and  1894.  I  almost  had  to  force  myself  in  as  a  manager  in  1892, 
be<*anse  they  objected  to  it. 

(^.  Yon  were  a  manager  in  1892  and  1894 ;  and  Mr.  Strother  was  a  manager  in  1895 
without  any  objection  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  stated  that  the  general  method  of  the  Populists  was  to  *' bulldoze''  and 
mn  over  the  negroes.  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  fact  that  most  of  the  negroes  in  Uiat 
secticin  are  PopnlistM  and  vote  the  Popnlist  ticket  freely  and  voluntarily! — A.  I  can 
Dot  say  that  it  is.  I  think  if  they  were  left  to  themselves  they  would  be  about 
equally  divided.  One  negro  Populist  told  me  that  he  was  a  Republican,  and  said 
they  would  not  allow  him  to  vote  that  ticket  back  in  the  60's;  he  said  they  made 
him  vote  the  Democratic  ticket;  and  said,  **  You  know  it  is  that  same  crowd  now, 
and  yon  know  what  I  am  obliged  to  do.'* 

Q.  The  DemocratM  were  the  same  crowd  in  the  60*8  ! — A.  They  were  all  united. 

Q.  It  was  a  **  white  man's  party  "  up  to  that  time! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  before  1892  3'on  practically  only  had  one  party  in 
Lincoln  County! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Democratic  party  and  the  *'  white  man's  party!  " — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  is  it  not  a  taunt  used  against  the  Populist  party  that  they  seek  the  negro 
votes! — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  That  is  one  of  the  complaints  that  the  white  Democrats  of  Lincoln  County 
have  against  the  Populists,  is  it  not — that  by  dividing  the  white  vote  they  have 
brought  out  the  negro  vote! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  what  the  opinion  of  individual  Democrats  may  be 
as  to  the  policy  of  the  **  white  man's  party"  or  the  "negro  party,"  as  being  irrele- 
vant, illegal,  and  foreign  to  the  question.) 

By  Mr.  West: 

Q.  That  is  a  fact,  is  it  not! — A.  Both  sides  are  that  way.  The  Populists  tell  me 
if  it  was  not  for  the  DemocratH,  the  negroes  would  not  be  used,  but  that  the  Popu- 
lists have  to  use  the  negroes  to  beat  the  Democrats. 

Q.  Is  it  not  charged  by  the  Democrats  that  the  inaue:uration  of  the  Populist  party 
is  responsible  for  the  division  of  the  white  vote  and  the  bringing  of  the  negro  into 
politics! — A.  That  is  my  opinion. 

Q.  Is  not  that  a  common  charge! — A.  So  far  as  I  know,  it  is. 

Q.  Prior  to  that  time,  the  white  people  made  their  nominations  and  the  negroes 
did  not  vote  in  the  convention! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  fact,  that  prior  to  that  time  the  white  people  nominated  all  the 
otticers! — A.  So  far  as  I  know,  it  is. 

Q  The  negroes  were  not  permitted  nor  asked — not  allowed — to  take  part  in  those 
white  conventions  f — A.  They  never  voted  in  them. 

Q.  The  object  of  the  white  primary  was  to  settle  among  the  white  people — for 
them  to  say  who  their  nominee  would  be! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  The  Pop  all  st  party  having  come  into  power,  the  neg^o  then  became  a  factor  in 
politics,  did  he  not,  that  he  had  not  been  before  that — which  party  aougbt  hiB 
vote  f — A.  They  sought  his  vote  before  that. 

Q.  They  did  not  have  any  need  for  itf — A.  We  did  not  always  nominat-e.  We 
almost  always  ran  with  the  gap  down,  except  in  Representative  elections. 

Q.  The  white  people  being  divided,  and  being  both  in  the  Populist  and  Democratic 
party,  the  supremacy  of  party  necessitated  each  party  making  an  effort  to  secure 
the  negro  vote? — A.  They  vote  all  they  can. 

Q.  liothsidetf? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  fact  that  one  of  the  chief  grievances  that  yon  and  other 
Democrats  in  that  county  have  against  the  Populists  is  that  they  have  brought 
about  this  state  of  atl'airs  by  n.aking  the  negro  a  factor  in  politics,  necessitating  the 
seeking  of  his  vote  by  both  parties? — A.  We  regret  that  very  much. 

Q.  That  is  one  of  your  causes  of  complaint  against  the  Populist  party,  is  it  not? — 
A.  You  might  say  it  was. 

Q.  The  Populist  party  being  responsible,  as  you  Democrats  say,  for  the  bringing 
of  the  negro  into  politics  in  Liucolu  County,  the  negro  recognizes  that  fact,  does  he 
not? — A.  He  ha<l  to  do  it. 

Q.  He  recognizes  the  fact  of  his  being  a  factor  and  that  they  brought  him  into 
prominence?— A.  Some  of  them  do. 

Q.  And  naturally  they  attach  themselves  to  the  party  that  brought  them  this  elec- 
tive franchise  and  their  rights,  do  they  not? — A.  Some  of  them  told  me  they  went 
with  them  because  it  was  to  their  interest  to  do  so. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  don't  the  majority  of  the  negroes  go  with  the  PopulistA,  as 
between  the  Populists  and  the  Democrats — not  speaking  of  Republicans  at  all? — A. 
In  my  district  I  would  say  that  we  find  about  as  many  Democrats  as  Populi.sts.  We 
only  vote  a  few  negroes  there.  I  think  those  on  Democratic  placrs  would  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket.    They  had  always  voted  with  them. 

Q.  Had  they  voted  with  you  against  the  Republicans? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  prevent  them  from  voting  the  Republican  national  ticket?— A.  I 
never  heard  of  one  of  them  that  wanted  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket,  and  at  one 
time  it  was  the  boast  of  the  county  that  there  was  not  a  Republicau  vote  cast  in  the 
county. 

Q.  You  say  in  the  election  of  1894,  and  just  prior  to  it,  they  were  riding  around  or 
going  around  with  guns? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  some  of  them  with  guns? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see  with  guns? — A.  1  saw  Jim  Curry  with  one. 

Q.  Where  did  he  live? — ^A.  He  lived  with  George  Qreene. 

Q.  George  Greene  is  a  Democrat,  is  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  this  negro  was  a  Populist? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  he  going  with  his  gun  ? — A.  He  was  going  from  my  house  toward 
the  store.     He  was  going  along  the  road. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  had  been,  of  your  own  personal  knowledge? — ^A.  No.  sir: 
I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  he  went,  of  your  own  personal  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  purpose  in  having  that  gun,  of  your  own  personal  knowl- 
edge?— A.  He  said  it  was  to  protect  himself;  that  they  were  going  out  that  night  on 
a  raid,  he  and  his  crowd,  and  he  was  going  to  protect  himself. 

Q.  He  did  not  say  he  was  going  to  shoot  anybody  with  it,  but  to  protect  him- 
self?— A.  That  is  correct. 

Q.  You  say  he  was  a  Populist  negro? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  else  did  you  see  with  guns? — A.  To  my  own  knowledge  I  saw  no  others. 
There  were  others  there,  so  I  was  informed. 

Q.  Then  your  information  as  to  any  other  guns  is  entirely  hearsay? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anyone  ever  order  you  back  in  your  house? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  watched 
one  night  when  I  went  down  to  the  store.     I  was  followed. 

Q.  What  was  done  to  you? — A.  Nothing. 

Q.  Was  any  insult  oft'ered  to  you? — A.  No,  sir;  they  did  not  get  close  enonghto 
me  for  that. 

Q.  They  never  attempted  it  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  ytm  not  t<>lling  your  hands  that  they  must  vote  the  Democratic  ticket?—!. 
No,  sir;  I  never  said  a  word  to  them. 

Q.  You  don't  know  the  object  of  your  being  watched? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  they  had  wanted  to  assassinate  yon  they  had  ample  opportunity  to  do  it.  did 
they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  ever  attack  you? — A.  They  tried  to  whip  me  once  in  church. 

Q.  You  and  Mr.  A  E.  Strother  had  a  fight  once  in  church,  did  you  not?— A.  It 
started  as  a  fight  between  Mr.  Strother  and  myself. 

Q.  That  fight  started,  as  I  understand  it,  over  the  correctness  of  certain  mio- 
ntes? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  He  was  the  clerk  of  the  chnrch,  was  he  not! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon,  in  his  absence,  acted  as  clerk? — A.  No,  sir;  I  -was  assistant  clerk. 

Q.  You  were  both  members  of  the  same  Baptist  church? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  give 
joa  the  f2K;tH:  He  re^^i^ued  the  position  of  clerk,  and  afterwards  agreed  to  act  as 
clerk  if  tbey  wonld  elect  an  OKsistant.  They  elected  me  as  assistant,  and  he  assigned 
to  me  the  duties  of  taking  the  minutes  in  church.  On  one  occasion  I  did  not  get  the 
minutes  like  he  wanted  it,  and  be  wanted  to  make  a  change  in  it.  At  the  next  meet- 
ing he  went  up  and  took  a  seat  and  took  the  minut<es  himself.  I  told  him  I  wanted 
to  see  him  after  he  went  out  of  the  church,  and  he  said,  ''  I  am  through ;  what  is  it?  " 
I  said,  **  Why  did  you  report  the  minutes  after  assigning  that  duty  to  me  f  "  He  said, 
'^ Because  it  had  not  been  kept  rigbt,  uud  he  was  going  to  keep  it  from  that  on.''  I 
said,  **  Well,  if  you  want  to  break  the  contract  between  us,  tllat  is  all  right/'  He 
said,  **  If  you  say  there  was  any  such  thing  as  a  contract,  you  are  a  liar,"  and  I  struck 
l)im  in  the  eye  and  knocked  him  down.  His  sons-in-law  struck  me,  and  one  of  his 
Populist  cousins  grabbed  me — one  of  his  friends  got  me  by  the  arms  and  struck  me 
iu  the  mouth. 

Q.  His  friends  did  not  take  part  at  all  until  your  wife  got  him  in  the  hair,  did 
tbey? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  did. 

Q.  Were  not  those  parties  simply  separating  you? — A.  Well,  if  you  call  a  man 
catching  you  by  the  arm  and  striking  you  with  the  other  hand  separating,  why  they 
were  separating  us. 

Q.  Who  struck  you  in  the  mouth? — A.  Joe  Mathas,  Jim  Eshom,  and  Bill  Woods 
did  to  separate  us. 

Q.  Did  you  nut  tell  him  that  he  had  falsified  the  minutes,  and  he  said  that  if  yoa 
said  be  had  falsitied  the  minuter  you  were  a  liar? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yun  forgot  all  about  your  church  business  at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  all  that  crowd  there,  if  tbey  had  wanted  to  hurt  yon  hadly  they  could 
have  done  so? — A.  I  don't  know. 

9.  You  are  a  larger  man  than  Strother? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  a  bettvr  man  physically? — A.  Some  say  not.  If  nobody  else  had  come  in 
there,  we  would  not  have  hurt  each  other — 1  could  have  held  him  and  kept  him  off 
of  me.     The  only  thing  that  I  hated  about  it  w^as  that  it  occurred  in  church. 

Q.  You  say  3'on  got  y<mr  information  entirely  from  Mr.  Boyd  about  these  men 
ordering  hiiii  back  in  his  house? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  the  Pojuilists  voted  some  of  your  hands? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  they  do  so? — A.  The  negroes  told  me  they  carried  them  off  in  wagons. 

Q.  Did  they  vote  any  of  yonr  negroes  in  1895? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  1^94  they  voted  these  hands  of  yours  at  what  precinct? — A.  At  Salem. 

Q.  That  is  the  adjoining  district? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  then  customary  to  vote  at  any  precinct  in  the  county?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  their  excuse  to  you  when  they  came  back  home? — A.  That  was  what 
tbey  said. 

Q.  You  were  asking  them  why  it  was  they  went  off  and  voted? — A.  I  asked  him 
why  he  came  into  Lincoln  County  from  Wilkes  County  to  vote,  and  he  said  the  Pop- 
ulists made  him  do  it. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  what  was  his  reason  for  going  to  Salem? — A.  Only  what  he 
(old  me 

Q.  Yon  say  in  one  election  there  were  only  two  negro  Democrats  who  voted  there, 
and  that  a  Populist  knocked  a  tooth  out  of  one  of  them? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  in  hearing  distance  when  the  difficulty  occurred? — A.  I  was 
wiihiu  about  thirty  steps  of  theiii.    The  first  thing  I  saw  was  the  blow. 

Q.  Who  struck  it? — A.  Henry  Kennedy. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  he  struck  him? — A.  1  was  told  the  negro  spoke  to  his  (the 
negro's)  father. 

Q.  That  ended  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  no  more  blows  struck. 

Q.  Yon  say  one  of  your  Populist  friends  came  to  you  and  advised  you  not  to  vote 
against  Mr.  Watson? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  said  he  would  be  afraid  to  vote  if  he  was  1. 

Q.  Who  was  that?— Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Eshom. 

Q.  You  think  he  had  your  good  at  heart? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  always  looked  upon 
him  as  my  friend. 

Q.  What  reason  did  he  assigu? — A.  He  said  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  safe. 

Q.  For  you  personally? — A.  That  was  the  way  I  understood  it,  but  he  did  not 
My  so. 

Q.  He  was  not  trying  to  frighten  you? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Beyond  this  row  in  the  church)  that  is  the  only  difficulty  you  have  had  before 
or  since,  is  it  not?— A.  I  have  taken  some  of  their  insults  since. 

Q.  Who  irom? — A.  I  took  one  from  Joe  Dill. 

Q.  He  is  dead  now.  That  was  some  years  ago? — A.  It  was  before  this  last 
election . 

Q.  You  and  he  had  some  words? — A.  We  did. 
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Q.  Where  were  yoiif — A.  At  Hogan's  store. 

Q.  It  was  over  politicnf — A.  It  did  not  start  that  way. 

Q.  What  did  it  start  aboat? — A.  It  started  over  the  settlement  of  some  business 
between  he  and  I.  He  came  to  me  and  we  talked  it  over.  He  was  not  satisfied  abont 
the  settlement,  and  went  off;  I  went  and  offered  to  correct  the  settlement  and  offered 
to  apologize,  and  he  cnrsed  and  abused  me,  and  called  me  hard  names. 

Q.  Did  you  abuse  himf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  and  he  had  been  friendly  and  pleasant  up  to  that  timet — A.  Yes,  sir;  so 
far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Yon  got  into  trouble  over  this  settlement! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  never  intimidated  from  voting? — A.  No,  sir;  I  voted  every  time. 

Q.  Did  not  your  men  always  come  out  and  vote? — A.  The  white  men  generally 
did,  but  the  negroes  stayed  away. 

Q.  Abont  boycotting  Joe  Strother's  school.  You  say  they  had  elected  him  to  the 
school? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  after  he  was  elected  he  went  np  to  Lincoln  ton  to  assist  the  registrars?— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  and  after  he  came  back  they  elected  another  teacher. 

Q.  Do  yun  know  the  reason?— A.  They  said  it  was  for  the  part  he  took  in  the  regis- 
tration business.     Some  of  the  patrons  of  the  school  told  me  that. 

Q.  Who  did  they  elect  as  teacher? — A.  John  Gillebow. 

Q.  Was  that  a  Populist  school? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  had  control  of  that  school? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Colonel  Strother  had  been  teaching  for  some  time? — A.  One  year. 

Q.  The  Populist  patrons,  then,  had  ele<'ted  him  and  he  had  taught  for  one  term  and 
they  had  reelected  him  for  another  term?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Colonel  Strother  has  always  been  an  avowed  Democrat,  has  he  not? — A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  He  was  elected  before  by  Populist  patrons? — A.  I  think  the  majority  of  them 
were  Populists. 

Q.  Was  that  during  school  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  took  offense  at  his  going  up  there  and  assisting  the  board  of  registrars?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  the  plea  that  they  set  up  to  the  effect  that  the  registrars  were  going  to 
disfranchise  them?— A.  Some  of  them  made  that  charge. 

Q.  You  speak  of  their  going  in  crowds.  It  is  ([uite  natural  for  people  going  to 
elections  to  go  in  crowds ;  there  is  nothing  significant  in  that? — A.  Not  in  that ;  no,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  no  guns  or  pistols  at  the  polls?— A.  No,  sir;  they  had  olubs. 

Q.  How  long  were  those  clubs? — A.  From  3^^  to  4  feet. 

Q.  You  would  call  them  walking  sticks,  would  yon  not? — A.  I  suppose  sticks 
would  be  the  proper  name  for  them. 

Q.  Did  the  Democrats  have  them  also? — A.  No,  sir;  we  thought  it  best  not  to  cany 
them. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Hogan's  store  up  there.  Mr.  George  Hogan  was  a  Democrat,  wu 
he  not? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you;  he  never  voted  with  them  that  I  know  of.  I  never 
knew  him  to  take  any  part  in  politics  at  all,  either  for  the  Populists  or  the  Democrats. 

Q.  He  was  after  makine  money? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  did  it. 

Q.  You  say  John  Pascal  told  you  that  he  did  not  want  to  vote  and  that  they  came 
and  made  him  do  it? — A.  He  said  they  registered  him  without  his  authority. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  about  Pressley  Harmon  either?— A.  He  said  they  came  to 
the  field  and  took  him. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  hiui  vote? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  voted  at  your  district,  did  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  he  vote? — A.  About  1  o'clock. 

Q.  What  transpired  between  Presnley  Harman  and  the  men  who  came  to  get  him 
to  vote  was  what  he  told  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  not  been  voting  the  Populist  ticket? — A.  No,  sir;  he  had  been  voting 
the  Deniociatic  ticket. 

Q.  His  father  is  a  strong  Populist? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  go  and  solicit  some  votes? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  1894,  did  you  not  go  up  to  Lincolnton  and  spend  the  night  out  with  Charlie 
Hollingshead  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  whisky  used  in  the  campaign  by  the  Populists? — A.  I  don't  know  it  oj 
my  own  knowledge.  In  one  election  there  was  a  drunken  negro  passed  my  house, 
and  he  said  he  got  his  liquor  from  a  Populist;  he  said  they  had  carried  him  to  a  hot 
supper  and  lost  him.     He  went  and  voted  the  Democratic' ticket  the  next  day. 

Q.  How  much  whisky  did  you  ever  see  used  by  the  Democrats? — A.  Not  a  drop. 

Q.  None  was  sent  into  your  district? — A.   Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  drink? — A.  Sometimes  I  take  a  drink. 

Q.  Did  you  over  take  a  drink  up  there? — A.  1  think  I  took  one  with  Dr.  Patterson. 

Q.  During  the  election? — A.  No,  sir;  during  court. 
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Q.  Did  they  ever  send  any  money  into  your  district! — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  Bill  Watson  live  on  your  place  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  live  close  to  the  line  of  Wilkes  County! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  a  doubtful  question  as  to  which  county  he  lived  in,  was  it  notf — A.  I 
think  not.    There  was  no  doubt  thai  John  Pascal  lived  in  Lincoln  County. 

Q.  Was  there  not  some  doubt  as  to  where  the  line  ran? — A.  If  there  was,  I  did  not 
know  it. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  prove  that  Lon  Avery  was  a  tax  defaulttr? — A.  The  registrars  did 
not  reach  his  name. 

Q.  Was  he  regiHtered  by  the  Democrnta  or  by  the  Populists? — A.  He  said  he  \vas 
registered  without  his  knowledge.  The  Populists  were  managing  it.  He  said  he  did 
not  register,  because  he  knew  he  was  a  defanltt^r. 

Q.  Where  did  Lawrence  Wellmaker  livef — A.  About  a  mile  above  my  house. 

Q.  That  is  close  to  the  line,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes.  The  Populists  claimed  a  man  who 
lived  the  year  before  where  Lawrence  Wellmaker  lived  last  year  to  live  in  Wilkes 
County. 

Q.  l^ou  say  Tol  Bentley,  whose  name  did  not  appear  on  the  list,  was  allowed  to 
vote? — A.  Yes,  8ir.  He  is  the  only  one  I  know  of.  Lawrence  Wellmaker  worked 
the  roads  in  Wilkes  County,  and  that  showed  he  was  living  in  Wilkes  County. 

Q.  They  allowed  Tol  Bentley  to  vote?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  swear  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  since  the  Populists  took  charge,  neighbors  and  churches 
and  schools  and  families  have  been  divided.  I  suppose  you  mean  by  thnt  the  difficulty 
between  you  and  Mr.  Strother  ? — A.  I  mean  people  up  there  don't  get  along  like  they 
did  before.  They  are  not  friendly  and  socmble,  and  don't  enjoy  life  like  they  did 
before. 

Q.  That  is  the  feeling  on  both  sides? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  it,  loo? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  driven  to  it. 

Q.  And  don't  you  think  the  Populists  are  driven  to  it,  too? — A.  Well,  yes;  if  you 
think  a  few  men  could  drive  100. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  being  in  Lincoln  at  the  time  of  what  my  brother  Wright  is  pleased 
to  call  the  **  Watson  war."  What  year  was  that? — A.  It  striks  me  it  was  in  1892,  but 
I  am  not  certain  about  the  year. 

Q.  Mr.  Watson  was  expected  to  speak  there  that  day,  was  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  failed  to  come  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  rumor  came  that  he  had  been  killed  or  shot  by  the  Democrats? — A. 
Yes, sir;  that  there  was  a  mob  after  him. 

Q.  That  was  calculated  to  create  excitement,  was  it  not? — ^A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  If  the  rumor  had  come  that  Major  Black  was  on  the  way  to  Lincoln  County  to 
Bpeak,  and  that  the  Populists  down  there  had  met  him  and  shot  him,  would  not  yon 
Bemocrats  have  ^one  down  to  protect  him? — A.  We  might.  If  we  had  been  in  reaoh 
of  a  telegraph  wire  we  wonld  have  telegraphed  for  the  facts. 

Q.  There  was  no  telegraph  wire  at  Lincoln  ton  at  that  time? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was 
at  that  time  a  telephone  wire.  We  used  the  wire,  and  got  an  answer  from  Thomson 
mighty  quick  that  there  was  no  truth  in  that  rumor  whatever. 

Q.  Did  J  on  tell  the  Populists  about  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  might  have  thought  that  if  the  Democrats  had  been  trying  to  kill  Mr. 
Watson  they  would  be  suspicious  of  the  Democrats  giving  out  information,  wonld 
they  not? — A.  I  suppose  some  of  them  might. 

Q.  If  you  had  heard,  on  what  you  considered  reasonably  good  authority,  that  Major 
Black  had  been  injured  by  the  Populists,  would  you  believe  a  Populist's  statement 
that  he  was  not? — A.  It  would  depend  upon  who  the  Populist  was. 

Q.  You  heard  of  no  damage  being  done  by  this  crowd  that  went  to  Thomson? — ^A. 
They  excited  the  people  very  much  along  the  road  by  firing  their  shotguns. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that? — A.  I  was  told  so. 

Q.  Do  3'ou  know  it  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  gentleman  who  said  he  went  to  bum  up  Thomson  ? — A.  Doog 
Martin.     That  is  his  nickname.     I  don't  know  his  name. 

Q.  Does  he  live  in  Lincolnton  now? — A.  No,  sir.     I  don't  think  he  does. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  fact  that  that  matter  all  grew  out  of  the  idea  that  there 
was  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  to  run  a  colored  Populist  speaker, 
named  Doyle,  out  of  the  county? — A.  The  only  thing  I  know  was  from  the  affidavits 
of  Mr.  Hardaway  and  Mr.  Strother. 

Q.  Did  he  not  state  that  he  thought  on  account  of  the  feeling  it  was  best  to  have  a 
guard  for  Mr.  Watson? — A.  He  said  they  had  better  have  a  guard  to  protect  Mr. 
Watson  from  Hogan's  store  to  Lincolnton;  and  there  were  17  Democrats  living 
between  those  two  points,  and  about  100  Populists. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  this  whole  business  grew  out  of  an  attempt  of  the  Democrats 
at  Thomson  to  run  this  negro  Doyle  out  of  Thomson? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  it. 

Q.  You  know  that  was  the  report? — A.  The  report  was  they  were  going  to  mob 
him,  and  that  he  had  gone  to  Mr.  Watson's  house  for  protection. 
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Q.  The  whole  matter  grew  oat  of  the  neg^o  takingrefuge  at  Mr.  Watson's  bonsef — 
A.  That  was  the  report  they  bronght  back. 

Q.  When  yon  refer  t<}  Judge  Remsen  aa  one  of  the  leaders  of  Lincoln  County,  yoa 
mean  he  is  a  prominent  Populist  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  had  been  the  ordinary  under  Democratic  administration  f — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  you  support  himf — A.  I  don't  think  I  ever  voted  for  him.  We  were  always 
on  good  terms. 

Q.  He  is  personally  popular! — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  The  time  you  speak  of  guns  being  taken  from  Remsen's  store,  did  he  not  then 
have  a  partner? — A.  If  he  had  a  partner,  it  was  Mr.  Groves.  He  was  with  him  at 
one  time. 

Q.  Mr.  Groves  is  a  Democrat,  is  he  not? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Don't  you  know^  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  jury  revisers  of  yonr  connty  are 
Democrats? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  majorities  of  the  grand  juries  for 
a  number  of  years  have  been  on  an  average  Democrats? — A.  They  did  have  in  1892, 
and  I  think  once  or  twice  since. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know,  so  far  as  crime  is  concerned,  that  you  generally  get  through 
your  court  iu  one  day? — A.  We  have  true  bills  that  have  been  hanging  since  11^. 
We  have  one  party  that  is  living  with  one  of  the  bailiffs,  and  they  can  not  catch  him. 
That  is  Charlie  Wingfield. 

Q.  Do  you  know  tnat  Dozier,  the  bailiff,  has  a  warrant  for  him  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  you  usually  get  through  with  your  court  in  one  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  not  beard  Judge  Reese  compliment  the  people  and  the  juries  of  Lin- 
coln County  as  being  law-abiding  citizens? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  have  ever  heard 
him  say  it,  but  he  may  have  said  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  case  of  this  Mr.  William  Boyd  that  you  say  the  people 
have  so  much  feeling  against?— A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  he  and  Mr.  Booker  had  a  lawsuit? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

i^.  Mr.  Booker  is  a  Populist? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  had  a  lawsuit  and  went  before  a  jury  at  Bookers  Mill,  did  they  not? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  majority  of  that  jury  were  Populists,  were  they  not? — A.  I  don't  know 
that.  Mr.  Boyd  thought  it  necessary  to  get  a  Populist  lawyer,  and  he  had  a  mighty 
good  Populist  lawyer. 

Q.  The  other  side  had  a  lawyer? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  Democratic  lawyer. 

Q.  Mr.  Boyd  was  well  known  as  a  Democrat? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Boyd  won  his  case?— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  That  is  one  instance  where  the  Populist  jury  did  their  duty? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  bat 
I  think  that  if  the  lawyers  had  been  reversed  the  decision  would  have  been  also. 

Q.  That  is  frequently  the  case,  is  it  not,  between  parties  of  the  same  politics? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  handling  of  a  case  before  a  jury,  the  success  of  the  case  largely  depends 
in  any  instance,  does  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  if  the  people  had  not  been  stirred 
up  to  such  a  pitch,  I  believe  they  would  give  what  they  believed  to  be  an  honest 
decision ;  but  they  are  stirred  up  to  such  a  pitch  that  they  do  not  sometimes  see 
things  right. 

Q.  As  a  general  rule,  the  Populists  and  Democrats,  when  put  upon  their  oaths,  do 
their  duty,  do  they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.    All  honest  men  do  that. 

Q.  In  the  case  you  had  in  Lincoln  County  you  were  represented  by  a  Democrat  and 
a  Populist? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  other  side  also? — A.  No,  sir;  they  had  a  Democrat. 

Q.  You  won  your  case? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  lady  who  advised  me  to  employ  a  Popu- 
list lawyer  told  me  to  see  you  and  get  you  to  attend  to  it. 

Q.  Did  you  employ  me  on  account  of  my  political  qualifirations? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
employed  you  upon  this  lady's  recommendation,  because  she  was  interested  in  the 
estate,  and  we  thought  you  were  able  to  handle  the  case.  Sometimes  a  man  has  a 
policy  in  getting  a  lawyer  besides  his  ability. 

Q.  You  won  your  case? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  a  case  against  a  strong  and  active  Populist? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  very 
unpopular  when  it  came  to  legal  matters. 

Q.  All  this  crowd  that  was  in  Lincolnton  on  Saturday  before  the  election — you  say 
you  got  there  about  1  or  2  o'clock  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  excitement  there  then? — A.  No,  sir.  One  man  passed  me  verv 
much  excited. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  excited  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  he? — A.  Tom  Paradise. 

Q.  Almost  anything  would  excite  him? — A.  A  rumor  might  excite  him. 

Q.  You  said  that  somebody  said  on  Monday  that  they  made  those  young  gentlemen 
leave  between  the  two  suns  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Who  said  that? — A.  I  coald  not  tell  you.  It  was  said  in  a  crowd  who  were 
talking. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  when  the  people  of  Lincoln  County 
heard  those  gentlemen  had  come  up  there  to  ansist  in  making  out  those  lists,  their 
avowed  apprehension  was  that  they  would  manipulate  the  lists  illegally  f — A.  That 
was  the  opinion  of  some  Populists. 

Redirect  examination  by  Botkin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  How  do  you  know  it  was  their  opinion? — A.  They  told  me  so.  I  don't  know  it 
of  my  own  knowledge. 

1^.  It  turned  out  that  that  cock-and-bull  story  about  Mr.  Watson  and  that  negro 
Doyle  was  all  a  myth,  did  it  notf— A.  80  lar  as  I  could  learn  it  did. 

Q.  Did  not  the  truth  of  it  prove  that  it  was  a  device  gotten  up  to  excite  the 
Populists f — A.  It  did  to  my  mind. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  the  Populists  riding  through  the  country  just  before 
the  election? — ^A.  From  what  I  could  learn,  it  was  to  intimidate  the  negroes. 

Q.  They  could  easily  have  gotten  news  by  telephone  and  fouud  out  what  was  the 
truth  about  that  story  if  they  had  wished,  could  they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  that  is  one  sample  of  the  methods  they  adopted  just  before 
the  election  to  intimidate  and  terrify  the  negroes? — A.  That  is  one  of  them. 

Q.  is  it  not  true  that  in  Democratic  primaries  the  negroes  did  not  vote  because 
they  were  recognized  as  Kepublicans  and  not  as  Democrats? — ^A.  That  was  the  way 
I  understood  it. 

Q.  When  there  were  elections  in  which  the  "bars  were  down,**  I  will  ask  you  if, 
previous  to  the  advent  of  Populists  into  politics,  the  negroes  did  not  vote? — A. 
Yes.  sir. 

(^.  And  their  votes  sought  after  by  both  contestants  for  office? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  the  Populists  got  into  the  idea  that  they  should  guard  Mr.  Watson 
from  Hogan's  store  to  Lincolnton? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

(^.  And  that  on  that  whole  road,  from  Hogau's  store  to  Lincolnton,  there  were  not 
exceeding  17  Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir;  within  a  mile  of  the  road. 

Q.  They  were  going  through  a  densely  settled  Populist  community,  were  they 
not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wae  not  that  game  played  by  Mr.  Watson  a  great  deal  in  that  campaign  of 
1^2  to  have  a  crowd  riding  around  the  district  with  him? — ^A.  It  was  reported  as 
snch. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  grievance  Mr.  West  spoke  of,  on  the  part  of  the  Demo- 
crats against  the  Populists  in  connection  with  the  colored  vote,  was  not  the  demoral- 
ization that  attended  the  methods  of  the  Populists  in  their  efforts  to  control  the 
negro  Tote? — A.  That  was  the  main  reason. 

Q.  How  many  votes  did  Lincoln  County  poll  in  1892  and  1894  for  everybody? — ^A. 
It  was  1,300  and  some  odd  in  1894.  I  think  in  1892  was  the  largest  vote  they  ever 
polled. 

Q.  In  1895,  when  the  registering  officer  got  through  registering,  I  will  ask  yon  if 
he  did  not  have  nearly  as  many  registered  as  voted  in  1894? — A.  He  was  not  far  from 
it.    I  don't  remember  the  difference  now. 

Q.  Yon  say  the  road  from  Hogan's  store  to  Lincolnton  is  lined  with  Populists  on 
both  sides,  and  only  17  Democrats  within  a  mile  of  the  road  ? — A.  About  that. 

Recross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q«  Yon  say  their  object  was  to  intimidate  the  negroes? — A.  That  was  what  I 
thought. 

Q.  How  was  it  calculated  to  intimidate  the  negroes  by  letting  it  get  out  that  these 
gentlemen  had  gone  over  to  Thomson  to  protect  this  negro  Doyle  from  attacks  by  the 
Democrats  ?  How  would  that  intimidate  the  negroes  ? — A.  It  was  the  way  they  went. 
They  went  to  protect  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  The  nimor  was  that  they  went  there  to  protect  the  negro  Doyle,  was  it  not? — 
A.  No,  sir;  the  rumor  was  that  a  mob  was  trying  to  mob  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  When  they  came  back  they  said  the  negro  had  been  attacked,  and  Mr.  Watson 
was  protecting  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don^t  know  anything  about  them  further  than  this  little  instance? — ^A. 
That  is  all  I  know  of  it  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  You  sav  a  grievance  of  the  Democrats  was  the  demoralization  of  the  negroes. 
Yon  think  the  dividiog  of  the  whites  was  a  demoralization,  do  you  not? — A.  It  was 
used  a  means  to  bring  the  negroes  out.  The  Populists  would  go  to  a  Democrat's 
place  and  take  his  hands  off,  and  then  abuse  him. 

Q.  As  to  the  amount  of  registration,  you  don't  know  about  that? — A.  No,  sir;  of 
course,  it  will  show. 

Jos.   H.  HiNTON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public ^  Richmond  County,  Ga, 
Adj corned  until  Thursday,  February  6,  3896. 
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Thursday,  February  6, 18%. 
Present  for  contestant,  J.  T.  West,  esq.;  present  for  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq. 

J.  B.  WALKER,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  J.  R.  La^mar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  yon  reside  f — ^A.  In  the  city  of  Augusta. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  beret — A.  For  thirty-tive  years — all  my  life. 
'    Q.  What  ])08ition  do  you  now  occupy? — A.  I  am  general  manager  of  the  Equitable 
Building  and  Loan  Association. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position? — A.  For  five  years. 

Q.  What  is  the  capital  of  the  Equitable  Building  and  Loan  Association  ?--A.  The 
assets  of  that  company  are  $550,000. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  of  October  2,  1895,  for  Congressman  ttom  this 
district? — A.  Part  of  the  time  I  was. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  time,  and  where  were  you? — A.  I  was  here  at  the  court-houM, 
the  Second  Ward,  from  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  10  or  a  little  later.  I  left  then 
and  came  back  again  about  12  o'clock  and  stayed  until  a  little  after  1  o'clock.  1  was 
here  again  in  the  afternoon  about  twenty  minutes,  just  before  the  polls  closed. 

Q.  What  were  your  opportunities  for  seeine  what  was  going  on  ? — A.  During  those 
three  visits  I  can  safely  say  that  I  was  within  6  feet  of  the  colored  box  the  whole 
time  I  was  here.     I  could  see  all  the  voting  going  on  in  that  box. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  money  being  used,  or  anything  there  to  suggest  money  was 
being  used? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  auy  signs  of  repeating? — A.  Not  a  thing. 

Q.  Where  was  Mr.  Collins  when  you  were  here? — A.  I  do  not  remember  seeing 
him  at  all  during  that  day  except  late  in  the  afternoon.  After  the  polls  closed  I  saw 
him. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  like  Mr.  Collins  bringing  up  squads  of  men  to  the  polls, 
calling  out  their  names  and  voting  them,  or  anything  of  that  sort? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  of  the  conduct  of  that  election  as  to  fairness,  regularity, 
peaceableness,  orderlyness,  etc.  ? — A.  I  would  say  that  my  object  in  visiting  the  polls 
those  three  times  that  day  was  solely  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  mv  own  mind  as 
to  whether  it  was  a  fair  election,  and  I  was  thoroughly  impressed  with  the  fiMt  that 
I  had  never  seen  a  fairer  election  or  a  more  quiet  or  orderly  one. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  signs  of  any  violation  of  the  law  at  all  there  that  day?— 
A.  No^  sir;  not  a  thing. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  If  I  understand  you,  you  were  here  early  in  the  morning,  about  an  hour  at 
noon,  and  about  twenty  minutes  at  the  close? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  about  that  time. 

Q.  During  that  time  you  were  standing  near  the  box  where  the  colored  people 
voted,  with  a  view  of  seeing  if  anything  went  wrong? — ^A.  I  was  there  to  saiiuy 
myself  it  was  a  fair  election. 

Q.  You  were  acquainted  with  the  negroes  of  that  ward? — ^A.  Tes,  sir;  the  Second 
Ward. 

Q.  How  many  negroes  that  voted  that  day  did  you  know  personally  by  name?— 
A.  1  did  not  count  them ;  but  I  think,  perhaps,  it  is  fair  to  say  that  I  know  as  many 
negroes  in  this  ward  as  almost  auy  other  citizen  who  is  not  thrown  daily  with  them. 

Q.  Your  business  is  not  such  as  to  throw  you  in  contact  with  them? — A.  I  do  a 
great  deal  of  business  with  the  negroes,  such  as  building  them  homes  and  things  of 
that  character,  and  in  that  way  I  have  been  thrown  among  them. 

Q.  Your  business  is  to  furnish  them  money  for  the  purpose  of  building  their  own 
home? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  llien  it  is  that  character  of  negroes  who  build  and  own  their  own  homes  that 
you  are  acquainted  with  mostly? — A.  The  majority  of  my  acquaintances  are  among 
that  character  although,  having  lived  here  all  my  life,  I  think  I  know  about  as  many 
as  anybody  else.    I  should  say  I  know  about  as  many  negroes  as  almost  any  citizen. 

Q.  There  were  a  great  many  that  you  did  not  know? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  should  say, 
perhaps,  without  having  given  the  matter  any  thought  at  all,  that  there  were  two  in 
every  five  that  I  did  not  know.    But  I  knew  a  great  many  of  them. 

Q.  Those  whom  you  did  know  were  as  a  rule  the  older  negroes,  were  they  not?— 
A.  I  don't  know  that  my  acquaintance  is  any  greater  among  the  older  than  the 
vounger  negroes.  I  know  the  names  of  a  great  many  young  negroes  about  here  that 
nave  grown  np. 

Q.  lou  say  you  did  not  see  Mr.  Collins  at  all  until  late  in  the  afleinoon?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Will  D'Antignao  while  yon  were  at  the  polls? — A.  I  saw  him 
at  the  court-house  yard. 

Q.  Was  he  not  quite  active  in  carrying  np  negroes  to  get  them  to  vote  ? — k*  No,  sir; 
I  did  not  see  any  one  bringing  negroes  up  to  the  polls,  and  that  was  what  impressed 
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me  to  favoiably  with  the  fairness  of  the  election.  They  came  up  of  their  owb 
aecord. 

Q.  Nor  call  any  names  for  the  negroes f — ^A.  No,  sir;  each  negro  gave  his  own 
name. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  the  difflcalty  occarred  between  Mr.  D^Autignac  and  Mr. 
Brinsonf — A.  No,  sir;  that  was  aronnd  the  corner  firom  where  I  was. 

Q.  Was  it  while  you  were  there  f — A.  It  was  either  then  or  later  in  the  afternoon. 
I  did  not  see  it  at  all.  « 

Q.  Did  yon  see  the  parties  afber  the  difficulty  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  the  polls  in  1894  at  the  Congressional  election! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
came  to  the  polls  to  vote  that  day. 

Q.  Which  poUsf— A.  The  Second  Ward. 

Q.  How  long  did  yon  remain  at  the  polls  that  day? — A.  Almost  all  day. 

<J.  Did  you  see  any  repeating  there  that  day? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  pavment  of  money  that  day  to  voters  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  calling  of  names  that  day  by  parties  who  were  working f — A. 
I  can  not  answer  that  definitely.  Sometimes  there  was  a  large  crowd  right  aronnd 
the  window,  and  I  was  not  close  enough  to  know  who  called  toe  names.  My  impres- 
sion is  that  each  voter  was  calling  his  own  name. 

Q.  So  far  as  the  election  of  1894  is  concerned,  you  saw  nothing  that  was  irregular 
that  you  know  off — A.  No,  sir;  I  can  not  say  that  I  saw  anything  myself  that  was 
irregular. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  any  other  polls  than  the  Second  Ward  in  the  1894  election  f — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  the  polls  in  1892  f — A.  My  recollection  is,  that  in  1892  I  was  only 
St  the  polls  a  moment  to  vote. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  anything  wrong  thenf — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  was  only  here  three  or  four 
minutes. 

Q.  You  take  very  little  interest  and  activity  in  the  campaigns,  do  you  notf — A. 
Very  little. 

Q.  You  have  no  part  or  connection  in  working  up  the  campaign  or  anything  of  that 
Bortf — ^A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  So  that  you  are  not  very  well  posted  as  to  the  methods  of  conducting  a  cam- 
p^gnf — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  say  I  was  posted  at  all  as  to  the  method.  Of  course, 
being  a  Democrat  and  having  an  interest  id  the  matter,  I  heard  what  was  going  on 
frenerally  and  the  effort  that  was  being  made,  but  I  was  not  on  the  Democratic  com- 
mitee  or  anything  of  that  sort. 

Q.  Your  information  was  of  a  general  sort! — A.  Yes,  sir;  of  a  general  character. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  Dan  Bowles f — A.  By  sight — yes,  sir. 

<j.  Do  yon  know  what  his  occupation  isf — A.  I  only  know  that  there  is  a  store  out 
on  the  Savannah  road  which  is  generally  known  as  Mr.  Bowles's  store.  I  have  never 
been  in  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  sells  whisky  in  itf — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 
My  information  is  that  he  does. 

Q.  That  is  your  information! —A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  does. 

James  B.  Walker. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County^  Oa» 

Contestee's  counsel  introduces  the  City  Directory  of  Augusta,  6a.,  for  1894,  to 
show  that  the  system  of  numbering  houses  as  used  in  August  was  so  defective  that 
the  location  of  parties  by  the  numbers  was  in  a  great  many  instances  rendered 
impossible,  as  shown  by  the  following  language  on  pages  9  and  10  of  said  directory : 

"  Regularity  is  thus  preser\'ed  in  parallel  streets.  No.  106  Broad  street  being  on  a 
line  with  No.  106  Ellis,  Greene,  Telfair,  etc.  Thus  706  is  between  Seventh  and 
Eighth,  and  the  hundreds  running  through  begin  at  Reynolds,  No.  112  being  between 
Reynolds  and  Broad;  410  between  Greene  and  Telfair,  etc. 

''The  system  is  admirable  if  carried  out,  but  unfortunately  it  has  not  been 
attended  to  by  the  proper  authorities,  and  the  result  is  that  many  estates  are  incor- 
rectly numbered  and  many  without  numbers.  Some  occupants  have  changed  the 
numbers,  while  others  have  removed  them  without  substituting  others,  until  much 
confusion  exists  and  must  explain  any  apparent  inaccuracies  in  the  directory. 

''A  few  examples  will  suffice :  Broad  street,  two  estates  use  820,  two  others  888, 
two  others  840,  and  two  others  920.  Between  the  two  using  920  are  two  estates. 
Dombers  922  and  924.  Two  adjoining  estates  on  same  street  are  numbered  218 
uid228. 

''.Jones  street,  54  is  opposite  to  946,  and  52  is  opposite  to  951 ;  odd  and  even  num- 
bers frequently  on  same  side  of  street. 
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'*  Walker  street,  two  estates  use  833,  while  three  estates  are  between  the  two,  eseh 
haviu^  a  separate  namber. 

'*  Hicks  street,  betweeo  Crawford  avenne  and  Milledge  street,  one  block  the  nnm- 
bers  range  from  14  to  1816,  1111  being  between  1753  and  1816:  also,  14  and  17  beiog 
between  758  and  1777/' 

Contestant's  connsel  object  to  the  introduction  of  any  directory  but  the  directory 
of  1M95,  as  the  same  is  out  of  date  and  does  not  fairly  show  the  population  of  the 
city  of  Augusta,  is  not  sworn  to  or  vouched  for  by  anybody,  and  is  not  pertineDt  to 
the  issue  iu  this  caHe. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  February  12,  1896. 

WbdnksdaT,  Fdbrumry  l£j  1896, 
Preseut  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

JAMES  J.  DAVIS,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  f — A.  At  No.  1236  Broad  street,  Augusta,  Richmond 
County,  Ga. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Augusta  f — A.  About  thirty-seven  or  thirty-eight 
years. 

Q.  Have  you  lived  here  since  your  birth  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
'    Q.  Have  you  lived  in  the  locality  in  which  you  now  live  the  larger  part  of  that 
time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  lived  all  my  life  within  two  blocks  of  where  I  now  live. 

Q.  What  is  your  familiarity  with  the  colored  population  of  the  city  of  Augostaf— 
A.  Well,  I  should  say  it  was  good. 

Q.  Have  you  been  thrown  in  any  more  than  ordinary  contact  with  the  colored  por- 
tion of  the  city  of  Augusta? — A.  Yes,  sir;  off  and  on  for  the  last  ten  years. 
'    Q.  Have  you  not  iu  that  time  each  year  been  actively  in  charge  of  their  colored 
firemen's  tournaments? — A.  For  the  last  six  or  seven  years  I  have  been  a  judge  in 
their  tournaments. 

Q.  Therefore,  you  have  become  familiar  with  them ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  with  all  th« 
younger  portion  of  the  colored  population.  And  then,  I  have  been  naving  a  large 
number  of  barbecues  every  year,  and  I  employ  them  as  waiters. 

Q.  Different  gentlemen  who  have  testtlied  in  behalf  of  the  contestant  claimed  431 
names  that  were  put  on  the  regis. ration  list  were  improperly  there,  as  the  parties 
who  claimed  to  reside  iu  the  localities  given  by  those  431  persons  did  not  live  in 
those  localities,  were  not  of  age,  and  were  otherwise  improperly  registered.  Have 
you  personally  examined  the  431  names  that  have  been  attacKedf — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Of  those  431  names  will  you  give  us  a  summary  of  how  many  you  have  seen  in 
person  and  who  have  lived  at  the  places  described  by  them? — A.  1  saw  in  person  226 
of  those  431. 

Q.  Of  the  226  that  you  saw  in  person,  did  they  live  at  the  places  that  they  claimed 
to  have  registered  f^om  at  the  time  they  registered? — A.  Before  answering  that,  1 
wish  to  callattention  to  the  fact  that  the  City  Directory  recognizes  the  defective  ays- 
tem  of  numbering  in  use  in  the  city  of  Augusta.  Now,  on  Gwinnett  I  think  there 
are  between  60  and  70  names  registered,  aud  I  often  found  there  two  or  three  nnm- 
bers  of  the  same  kind  on  one  block.  For  instance,  there  is  1470, 1446,  and  1421.  The 
way  1  discovered  that  was  there  was  a  name  on  that  street  which  was  investigated— 
Louis  Coleman — 1  think  he  was  registered  at  1470  or  1486.  I  went  there  and  fonnd 
his  mother.  1  recognized  her  as  soon  as  I  saw  her,  and  asked  her  where  Louis  was. 
She  told  me.    I  asked  her  if  Louis  was  her  sou  and  she  said  he  was. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  and  see  him  in  person? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  at  that  time  lived  just 
two  doors  above  the  number  he  nad  registered  from.  His  mother  said  she  had  lived 
there,  and  showed  me  the  house,  and  the  number  was  chalked  on  the  hoase.  I 
inquired  out  there,  and  parties  told  me  that  if  there  was  no  number  on  a  hooae 
they  would  put  it  on  in  chalk.  That  if  they  lived  at  938,  say,  and  subsequentlr 
moved  to  1438,  say,  they  would  put  their  old  number — ^938-*-on  the  house  into  which 
they  had  jnst  moved,  so  that  their  mail  would  come  to  them  without  difficulty,  regard- 
less of  the  change. 

Q.  Will  you  kindly  state  the  snnunarv  of  your  conclusions  of  each  of  those  431 
names  that  were  attempted  to  be  impeacned  by  the  representatives  of  the  contestant 
in  this  matter? — A.  In  person  I  saw  226  of  those  people  whom  they  Questioned. 
Sometimes  they  would  live  in  the  vard  of  the  house  bearing  the  number  m>m  which 
they  had  reffistered.  You  can  take  Telfair  street,  for  instance.  I  think  one  map 
named  Mecyka  registered  twice  from  the  same  number,  near  Spellman's  or  Mark's 
alley.  Not  many  of  the  houses  there  have  any  number.  You  could  so  to  about  1119 
Telfair  street,  and  when  you  would  follow  it  back  yon  would  find  wis  party  lived 
there  or  next  door.  I  fonnd  there  were  53  who  were  not  registered  at  all,  nor  did 
their  names  appear  on  the  registration  list.    I  found  there  were  34  that  were  regit- 
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tereil  from  different  nnmbers  to  what  the  witnesses  for  tbe  contestant  examined. 
They  were  on  the  registration  list,  but  the  contestant's  representatives  would  go  to 
look  for  a  man,  say,  at  1022,  and  he  would  be  registered  at,  say,  1422,  and  they  would 
tbecefore  be  a  block  or  two  blocks  out  of  the  way.  I  found  that  11  names  apneared 
on  their  list  twice,  and  upon  examination  of  the  list  found  the  parties  had  only 
registered  once.  In  other  words,  they  investigated  the  same  name  twice,  when  the 
party  was  only  registered  once.  I  found  that  in  looking  for  colored  men  they  also 
got  the  DAmes  of  some  white  men  mixed  up  in  their  report,  and  I  found  the  names  of 
5  white  men  among  tbe  431  investigated.  I  found  they  reported  26  names  on  the  list 
«•*'(>.  K.,"  indicating  that  they  found  the  parties  as  registered.  In  this  way  the 
total  I  fonnd  was  356,  and  the  total  names  they  attempted  to  impeach  was  431,  leaving 
ft  balance  of  76,  which  I  explain  in  my  report  as  to  their  locality  and  residence,  etc. 
When  I  would  go  to  a  bouse  and  find  that  a  party  had  moved  I  would  inquire  two  or 
three  doors  on  each  side  of  that  house  if  such  a  person  had  tfver  lived  there,  unless  I 
could  ^et  the  information  from  the  parties  who  then  lived  in  the  bouse.  In  a  good 
many  instances  whole  families  bad  moved  away.  In  one  instance  I  found  where  the 
entire  family  had  moved.  In  a  great  manv  instances  I  found  where  the  parties  now 
work  and  now  reside.  There  were  several  who  had  moved,  and  the  neighbors  could 
not  tell  me  where  they  had  moved  to.  There  were  a  number  who  had  moved  to 
"  Canaan,"  in  the  Third  Ward,  but  they  could  not  tell  me  where  the  party  had  moved. 
I  Qsnally  found  that  such  a  party  had  lived  there  at  some  time. 

By  BOTKIN  Wriqht,  Esq. : 

Q.  Have  yon  personally  investigated  each  one  of  those  parties  whose  names  were 
eballenjared  by  the  contestant?— A.  I  investigated  about  400  out  of  the  total  of  481. 

Q.  when  yon  made  that  investigation,  did  you  make  any  record  of  itf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  have,  at  the  time  you  made  the  investigation,  a  tabulated  statement  of 
what  the  contestant's  witnesses  had  charged  against  those  names? — ^A.  In  about  400 
instances  I  had. 

Q.  Then,  is  this  tabulated  batch  of  sheets  of  paper,  that  I  hold  in  my  hand,  the 
result  of  your  personal  investigation,  and  are  those  your  personal  entries  upon  those 
ftheetsf — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  that  writing  is  mine.  I  think  there  are  between  60  and  65 
of  those  sheets,  of  which  the  following  is  a  description:  *' Contestant's  claim'' 
writtt'n  at  the  top  to  the  left;  "Contestee's  reply"  written  at  tbe  top  to  the  right; 
and  under  the  column  headed  ''Contestant's  claim"  is  stated  the  name  of  the  voter 
or  person  assailed,  his  age,  and  his  residence,  and  the  testimony  of  the  contestant's 
witnesses  against  that  voter  or  person.  Uuder  the  column  headed  "Contestee's 
reply  "  is  stated  the  testimony  of  tbe  witness  now  in  reply. 

Q.*  Have  you  carefully  made  and  carefully  gone  over  every  one  of  the  entries  upon 
these  tabulated  sheets? A. — ^Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Po  yon  swear  to  and  do  yim  adopt  those  in  each  case,  numbered  from  1  to  62, 
as  your  original  testimony  in  this  case  now,  with  such  entries  as  are  incorporated  in 
them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  of  them  with  the  exception  of  about  30  names. 

(^.  As  to  about  30  names,  then,  you  took  the  hearsay  evidence  of  others? — A.  No, 
sir;  I  will  explain  that.  I  had  two  other  parties  with  me  in  investigating  those 
names,  one  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Charles  L.  Bailey  and  the  other  by  name  of  J.  H.  Lee. 
Lee  is  a  coloied  man.  I  had  those  men  out  also,  and  there  are  about  30  names  on 
these  tabulated  sheets  that  they  examined  when  I  was  not  with  them.  They  gave 
me  those  30  names,  and  I  entered  them  in  my  report,  and  they  can  be  easily  recog- 
oized  by  having  been  designated. 

Q,  Those  that  yon  do  not  testify  to,  tben,  amount  to  only  30,  or  about  30,  on  this 
tabulated  list? — A.  Yes,  sir;  al>out  30. 

Q.  Does  the  fact  that  those  30  names  were  examined  by  Lee  and  Bailev  now  appear 
on  the  list? — ^A.  No,  sir;  but  I  will  make  it  so  that  it  will  show  for  itself 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  those  that  you  have  or  will  arrange  to  appear  as  having 
been  examined  by  Mr.  Bailey  and  J.  H.  Lee,  you  have  examined  personally  all  the 
others  on  the  list  and  you  swear  to  the  entries  thereon  contained? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  take,  for  instance,  the  first  person  that  was  challenged  and  that  you  inves- 
tigated; Fred  Tanksley,  age  22,  resiaence  1367  Ellis  street.  I  see  you  have  this 
nnder  the  column  of  ''Contestant's  claim.''  ''Mrs.  Blount  lives  there,  and  no  col- 
ored people  live  on  the  place."  That  represents  what  the  contestant's  witnesses 
swear  as  to  Fred  Tanksley  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  see,  now,  further  out  under  the  column  headed  *'Contestee's  reply/'  this 
statement:  ''  I  saw  Fred  in  person,  and  he  said  his  number  was  1367,  and  showed  it 
to  me.  He  lives  next  door  to  Mrs.  Blount.  There  are  two  Nos.  1367  on  this  block." 
Did  you  make  that  investigation,  and  is  that  correct  and  tme? — ^A.  Yes,  s^;  and 
Fred' Tanksley  lives  there  now. 

Q.  Do  yon  now  adopt  this  statement  or  these  tabulated  sheets  as  your  sworn  testi- 
mony?— ^A.  I  do. 

Q.  Are  those  statements  true  as  to  the  entries  yon  have  made  on  them  under  the 
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head  of  "CoDtestee's  reply,"  except  in  those  cases  examined  by  Bailey  and  Leet— A. 
They  are  true  and  correct. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  recorder,  as  yonr  ori^iial  testimony  onder  oath,  what  yon 
fonnd  to  be  tme  in  each  of  the  431  names  appearing  on  theoe  82  tabulated  sheets, 
and  who  were  challenged  by  the  contestant's  witnesses.  Beginning  at  the  fint 
name  of  Fred  Tanks! ey  on  the  first  tabulated  sheet,  and  goinff  uiroogh  to  the  sixty- 
second  sheet,  all  inolnsive,  yonr  reply  will  be  whatf — ^A.  It  is  as  it  appears  on 
these  62  sheets.  I  hand  these  sheets  in  as  my  reply  to  the  question  yon  hare  just 
asked. 

Q.  Just  take  this  list  of  names,  beginning  with  Fred  Tanksley  and  ending  with 
Richard  Sanford,  on  the  sixty -second  page,  and  giye  me  what  yon  have  to  say  under 
oath  as  your  original  testimony  f — A.  These  t>abu wted  sheets  constitute  my  teatimony 
and  my  reply. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  foregoing  method  of  introduction  of  the  testi- 
mony of  this  witness,  and  to  the  testimony  itself,  the  same  not  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  contestant's  counsel  for  examination,  and  appearing  in  the  ahape  of 
docnmentarv  evidence  is  illegally  introduced.  For  further  objection,  that  the  same 
is  made  up  nom  statements  of  people  who  were  not  sworn  and  whose  testimony  was 
not  given  under  oath.) 

By  Mr.  Wright; 

Q.  You  have  handed  in  these  sheets  as  containing  your  testimony  in  each  cass. 
In  addition  to  the  tabulated  statements  that  you  have  already  handed  in  and  adopted 
as  your  original  oath  and  testimony,  please  begin  with  the  name  of  Fred  Tanksley, 
and  using  such  memorandums  as  you  desire,  give  me  ^our  statement  in  each  case.— 
A.  ''Contestant's  claim:  Fred  Tanksley;  age  22;  residence  1367  Ellis  street.  Mis. 
Blount  lives  there  and  no  colored  people  live  on  the  place/'  "Contestee's 
claim:  I  saw  Fred  Tanksley,  and  he  said  his  number  was  1367  and  showc^d  it  to  me. 
He  lives  next  door  to  Mrs.  Hlount.    There  are  two  numbers  1367  on  this  block." 

(Contestant's  couiisel  object  to  this  witness  giving  testimony  of  what  Fred 
Tanksley  said,  it  appearing  that  Fred  was  not  under  oath  and  responsible  to  nobody 
for  his  statement.) 

Witness.  << Contestant's  claim :  Willie  Keith;  age  22;  residence  1356  EUis  street; 
O.  K.''  Contestant's  witness  states  this  party  is  O.  K.,  and  they  found  him  ss 
registered.  '*  Contestant's  claim :  John  Jackson ;  age  21 ;  residence  1326  £liis  street. 
Mrs.  Mulligan  lives  at  1326  Ellis,  and  no  colored  people  live  there."  "  Cootestee's 
claim:  I  asked  Mr.  William  Mulligan  if  John  lived  in  his  yard,  and  he  said  yes,  and 
sent  him  to  me;  and  John  said  he  lived  in  Mr.  Mulligan's  yard,  and  lives  there  now, 
and  is  21  years  old." 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  as  before.) 

Witness.  '' Contestant's  claim:  Reuben  Watts ;  residence  1355  Ellis  street.  Moiik 
Williams  lives  at  1355  and  knows  of  no  such  party  as  Reuben  Watts.*'  **  Contestee's 
reply :  Saw  Reuben  Watts  in  person.  He  lived  opposite  to  No.  1355  Ellis,  and  regis- 
tered as  31  years  old ;  is  now  living  on  lower  Broad  street." 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  as  before.) 

Witness.  '< Contestant's  claim:  Henry  Hampton;  age  22:  residence  1363^  Ellis 
street.  lion  Smith  lives  there  and  knows  of  no  such  man."  '' Con  testee's  reply:  Los 
Sims  and  Lou  Smith  both  live  here,  and  they  told  me  that  Henry  did  live  tnere,  hot 
had  since  moved.  I  know  Henry  well ;  saw  him  in  person.  He  said  he  lived  at  136^ 
all  of  last  summer,  and  lived  there  when  he  registered.  He  is  now  working  for  Mr. 
Will  Cooney  ou  Broad  street.  They  have  him  registered  twice,  and  his  name  only 
appears  once  ou  the  books."  This  Is  an  instance  of  where  contestant's  witnesses 
have  the  same  name  twice,  and  my  reply  above  covers  both  instances. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  statements  of  Henry  Hampton  and  other  parties 
who  were  not  sworn.) 

Witness.  '< Contestant's  claim:  Owen  Gaines;  age  31;  residence  1122  Ellis  street 
This  number  would  be  in  the  Tabernacle  church  yard ;  so  there  is  no  such  number 
at  1122."  ''Contestee's  reply:  No  No.  1122,  and  no  such  man  as  Owen  Gaines  regis- 
tered." ''Contestant's  claim:  Jack  Adams;  age  22;  residence  911  Third  avenue. 
Dave  Adams  lives  at  911;  Jack  Adams  does  not."  '* Con testee's  reply:  This  is  the 
second  time  they  have  Jack  on  their  list.  He  does  live  at  911,  and  registered  as  23.  1 
saw  him  in  person,  ile  works  for  Mr.  Steed.  He  was  living  at  911  when  he  regis- 
tered, and  only  registered  once." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  the  same  objection  to  the  statements  of  Jack  Adams  as 
have  been  made  to  former  statements  of  parties.) 

Witness.  ''  Contestant's  claim :  Tom  Simmons ;  age  21 ;  residence  939  Third  avenue. 
O.  K."  "Contestant's  claim:  Geo.  W.  Lott;  age  23;  residence  834  Third  arenae. 
No  such  number  as  834."  "Contestee's  reply:  Geo.  W.  Lott  registered  834  Ir^irst 
avenue;  so  they  were  looking  for  the  wrong  avenue."  "Contestant's  claim:  Robt. 
Gardner;  age  22;  residence  834  First  avenae.  No  such  number  on  that  avenae/' 
"  Contestee's  reply :  There  is  an  834  on  First  avenue,  and  Robert  lived  at  that  number 
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vhen  be  regiatered.  Saw  him  in  person;  also  his  mother,  who  said  George  W.  Liott 
and  Leander  McBride  boarded  with  her/' 
(Contestant's  counsel  make  the  same  objection  as  formerly.) 
WiTXBSS.  ''Contestant's  claim:  Leander  McBride;  aee  22;  residence  834  First 
aTenae.  Martha  Gardner  liyes  at  834,  and  no  such  man  lives  there."  ''Contestee's 
reply :  Note  their  comments  on  Robt.  Gardner.  They  could  not  find  the  number 
when  thej.  were  looking  for  Robt.  Gardner,  but  found  ic  for  Leander  McBride.  Robt. 
Gardner  told  me  that  Leander  McBride  lived  there  when  he  registered.^' 

(Conteat>ant'8  counsel  object  to  the  statements  of  Robert  Ganiner  as  hearsay.) 

WiTNKSs.  ''Contestant's  claim:  Jim  Banks;  age  21;  residence  811  Second  avenue. 
O.  K.''  **  Contestant's  claim :  Hbnry  Willis;  age  21 ;  residence  913  First  avenue.  No 
one  livee  here  but  myself  and  mother;  so  says  son  in  my  presence."  "Contestee's 
reply :  This  party  is  not  registered."  "  Contestant's  claim :  Richard  Mixon ;  age  22 ; 
residence  1  MoCartan  street;  Richard  Wilson  lives  in  rear  of  that  number  and  dun't 
know  Richard  Mixon."  " Con l-estee's  reply:  This  man  not  registered."  "Contest- 
ant's claim:  Willie  Bridger;  age  21;  residence  36  McCartan  street.  Thoe.  Young 
Urea  there  and  don't  know  Brideer."  "Contestee^s  reply:  This  party  not  regis- 
tered.'' "  Contestant's  claim :  Philip  Mosely ;  as^e22;  residence  17  McCartan  street. 
Fannie  Mason  lives  there.  She  knows  no  such  person."  "  Contestee's  reply :  We 
saw  Fannie,  and  she  denied  saying  she  did  not  know  Philip.  While  I  was  talking 
to  Fannie,  Philip  came  up.  He  said  he  lived  at  17  McCartan  and  was  22  years  old 
when  he  registered." 

(Contestant's  counsel  oblect  tothestatomentsof  Fannie  Mason  and  Philip  Mosely.) 

W1TNR08.  "(Contestant's  claim:  Jnh  Glover:  age,  22:  residence,  36  McCartan 
street.  Parties  don't  know  him."  "Contestee's  reply:  I  had  no  trouble  in  finding 
Jnb,  as  he  lives  in  Gerratys  alley,  which  is  on  McCartan  street."  "Contestant's 
claim  :  Charles  Pringle;  age,  21;  residence,  Picquets  avenue.  Could  not  find  him." 
"Contestee's  reply:  Not  registered."  "Contestant's  claim:  William  Bacon;  a^e, 
22:  Picqnets  avenue.  Could  not  find  him."  '*  Contestee's  reply:  Not  registered." 
'' Contestant's  claim :  Frank  Epps ;  age,  21 ;  residence,  1355  Ellis  street.  Wash 
Bntler  lives  there,  and  his  daughter  Bessie  says  there  is  no  one  by  that  name  lives 
there."  "Contestee's  reply:  They  were  looking  for  the  wrong  number,  as  Frank 
registered  at  1358  Ellis.  I  saw  Frank  in  person,  and  he  said  he  lived  at  1358  when 
he  registered." 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  statements  of  Frank  Epps.) 

WiTKKSS.  "Contestant's  claim:  Jim  Allen;  age,  27;  residence,  Gumming,  between 
Calhoan  and  Barnes  streets.  Maria  Hollo  way  says  he  is  in  Port  Royal ;  left  about  a 
week  ago."  "Contestee's  replv:  Jim  Allen  registered  on  August  24,  1895.  We 
found  that  he  was  a  legal  voter."  "  Contestant's  claim :  Ed  Hill ;  age,  21 ;  residence, 
1816  Railroad  avenue.  No  such  number  or  person  to  be  found."  "Contestee's 
reply:  They  were  again  looking  for  the  wrong  number,  as  Ed  Hill  registered  from 
1316  Railroad  avenue,  and  lived  with  Doc.  Robinson."  "Contestant's  claim:  Wil- 
liam Smith;  age,  21;  residence,  1561  Railroad  avenue.  Vacant  house."  "Contes- 
tee's r**ply :  Again  they  were  looking  for  the  wrong  number.  Will  Smith  registered 
from  1568  RaUroadavenae."  "Contestant's claim:  John  Harris;  age, 21;  residence, 
1461  Tattle  street.  No  such  person  or  number  to  be  found."  John  Harrin  is  one  of 
the  30  names  that  I  did  not  investigate  personal  I  v.  He  was  investigated  by  C.  L. 
Bailey  and  J.  H.  Lee.  "Contestant's  claim:  Walker  Rome;  age, 21;  residence,  1516 
Railroad  avenue.  No  such  number  or  person  to  be  found."  "Contestee's  reply: 
This  man  not  registered."  '* Contestant's  claim:  Robert  Brown;  age, 23;  residence, 
927  Harper  street.  No  such  number  or  person  to  be  found."  "Contestee's  reply: 
Not  registered."  "Contestant's  claim:  John  Williams;  age,  21;  residence,  811 
Walker  street.  Edwards,  the  hackman,  lives  there,  and  his  wife  says  there  is  no 
sneh  person  by  that  name."  "Contestee's  reply:  Butler  Edwards,  who  runs  a  line 
of  hacks,  said  John  did  live  with  him  when  he  registered." 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  statements  of  Bntler  Edwards,  as  the  same  was 
not  given  under  oath.) 

WiTNKSS.  "  Contestant's  claim :  Willie  D'Antignac ;  age  21;  residence  1236  Green 
street.  Mary  D'Antignac  lives  at  this  number.  No  such  party  as  Will  D'Antignac 
lives  there."  "Contestee's  reply:  I  saw  Mary  D'Antignac,  who  keeps  an  eating 
house  on  Marbury  street.  She  said  Willie  was  her  son,  and  he  lived  on  Green  street, 
at  No.  1236,  and  that  he  was  21  years  old  when  he  registered." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection  to  Mary  D'Antignac  as  to  Butler 
Edwards  and  others.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim :  Eugene  Washington ;  age 22 ;  residence  1426  Green 
street.  No  such  number  as  1426  Green  on  this  block."  "  Contestee's  reply :  They 
are  looking  for  the  wrong  number  and  the  wrong  block,  as  Eugene  registered  from 
No.  1246  Green  street."  " Contestant's  claim :  Will  Washington;  age  21;  residence 
1236  Green  street.  Randall  Wood  lives  at  1236,  and  no  other  man  lives  there." 
"Contestee's  reply:  Not  registered."    "Contestant's  claim:  Richard  Diggs;  age 22; 
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residence  Green  street,  between  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  streets.  No  saeh  person  to 
be  fonud."  *'  Contestee's  reply :  Saw  Richard  in  person,  and  he  said  he  lived  in 
Friendship  alley,  which  is  on  Green  street,  between  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  streets. 
He  lived  there  when  he  registered." 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  as  before.) 

Witness.  '*  Contestant's  claim :  Lawrence  Johnson ;  age  21;  residence  1125  Telfair 
street.  O.  K.''  Witnesses  for  contestant  say  they  found  this  party  all  right.  **  Con- 
testant's claim :  Sam  Bates;  age  21  j  residence  924  Estes  street.  No  snoh  naraber.'* 
"Contestee's  reply :  They  were  looking  on  wrong  street.  Sam  Bates  registered  from 
924  Harper  street.*'  ''Contestant's  claim:  £.  B.  Butler;  age  21;  residence  1372 
Gwinnett  street.  He  said  he  registered  as  21.  He  ^as  told  he  would  have  to  regis- 
ter as  21,  as  he  was  only  here  a  short  time  from  the  country."  '* Contestee's  reply: 
Saw  Butler  at  his  shop  aod  asked  him  his  age:  he  said  he  was  going  on  22,  and  that 
he  had  been  here  two  years  from  Carolina.  He  also  denied  telling  Mr.  Montgomery 
that  he  was  only  here  a  short  while." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection  as  to  the  statements  of  this  party.) 

Witness.  '< Contestant's  claim:  R.  C.  Bennefield;  age  21;  residence  1210  Ellis 
street.  No  such  man  lived  there.  The  neighbors  said  he  was  not  a  resident."  *'  Con- 
testee's reply :  Saw  Robert,  and  he  said  he  f lid  live  at  1210  when  he  registered,  and 
he  is  now  living  on  Pine  street,  near  Gwinnett." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WITNESS.  '* Contestant's  claim:  Henry  Mack;  age  21;  residence  1213  Ellis  street. 
Lizzie  Burnett  says  no  such  party  lives  there."  ** Conteslee's  reply:  Lizzie  said 
Henry  hoarded  with  her,  and  tnathe  lived  there,  and  that  she  never  said  he  did  not 
live  there.    She  says  she  don't  know  where  he  lives  now." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection. ) 

Witness.  ''Coutestant's claim:  Wash  Harper;  age  — ;  residence  1731  Hioks street. 
He  could  not  be  found;  we  went  to  that  number."  ''Contestee's  reply:  Saw  Wash. 
He  said  he  did  live  there,  and  lived  there  when  he  registered;  lives  there  now." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WITNESS.  "Contestant's  claim:  Willie  H.  Grippon;  age — ;  residence  1401  Jones 
street.  His  home  is  in  Charleston,  S.  C."  "  Contestee's  reply :  Saw  Willie;  he  ssid 
he  was  one  j-ear  i^om  Charleston,  and  lived  at  1401  when  he  registered." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  ''  Contestant's  claim :  Charlie  Mallory ;  age  21 ;  residence  Railroad  ave- 
nne.  No  such  number  could  be  found."  "  Contestee's  reply :  We  found  that  Charlie 
did  live  on  Railroad  avenue  with  George  Neeland,  who  has  been  living  on  the  ave- 
nue for  twenty  years :  and  that  Mr.  E.  R.  Schneider  raised  him.  They  have  him  regis- 
tered several  times.  His  name  only  appears  once  on  the  registration  books."  ''Con- 
testant's claim :  Oscar  Hill ;  age  21 ;  Railroad  avenue.  Could  not  be  fonnd."  "  Con- 
testee's reply:  We  found  that  Oscar  lived  with  Doc.  Robinson;  saw  Doc.,  and  he 
said  that  he  and  Oscar  regiMtered  on  the  same  day,  as  Oscar  was  living  with  him." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiT.XESS.  "Sidney  Johnson;  age  22;  residence  19  Reynolds  street.  No  such  nam> 
her."  "  Contestee's  reply :  Not  registered. "  "  Contestant's  claim :  Tom  Tolbect ;  age 
21;  residence  1323  Market  street;  could  not  be  fonnd."  "Contestee's  reply:  saw 
Tom  in  person.  He  said  he  lives  first  door  above  Thirteenth  street  on  Market ;  lived 
there  wnen  he  registered;  lives  there  now,  and  works  for  Ed  Barney,  the  hacknian." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  obiectiou.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  W.  H.  Walker;  ago  22;  residence  1209  Market 
street;  did  not  live  there."  "Contestee's  reply:  Inquired  at  1209,  and  was  referred 
to  two  doors  above;  found  that  Walker  was  then  living  on  Davis  street,  which  is  near 
to  1209  Market.  He  was  not  in.  He  works  for  Mr.  Peuffler."  "Contestant's  claim: 
John  Williams;  age  21;  residence  Brooks  alley."  "Contestee's  reply:  They  are 
again  looking  in  the  wrong  place,  as  Jobn  Williams  registereil  on  Sixth  street, 
between  Broad  and  Reynolds  streets."  "Contestant's  claim:  Briston  Williams;  sge 
21;  residence  Lotz  alley;  found  he  had  been  visitiuff  there;  went  to  Horseshoe 
alley  and  fonnd  he  had  lived  with  a  girl,  but  was  now  in  Hamburg."  "Contestee's 
reply :  Saw  Briston  in  person,  and  he  said  he  lived  in  Lotz  alley  when  he  registered. 
He  lived  with  his  aunt  in  the  alley." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness:  "Contestant's  claim:  Willie  Powell;  age  21;  residence  1115  Spellmans 
alley;  no  such  man;  no  such  number."  "Contestee's  reply:  Saw  Willie  in  person. 
He  said  he  lived  in  Spellmans  alley  when  he  registered,  back  of  Dr.  Holloway's.*' 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  Lucius  Williams;  age  22;  residence  1018  Spell- 
mans alley."  '* Contestee's  reply :  Saw  Lucius  Williams  in  person.  He  said  he  lived 
in  the  alley  when  he  registered.    He  works  at  The  Georgia  Baptist  printing  office." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  Elliott  Hammond;  age  22;  residence  16  Spellmans 
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«Uey ;  ooold  not  be  found/'    **  Coutestee'g  replv :  Saw  Elliott  in  penon,  who  said  he 
Uyed  in  the  alley  when  he  registered.    He  works  at  the  Augusta  broom  factory." 
(Contestant's  oonnsel  make  same  objection.) 

WixNRSfi.  <' Contestant's  claim:  John  Ramsey;  age  22;  residence  1236  Broad  street. 
Mrs.  Spivey  says  she  has  known  John  for  twelve  years,  and  he  was  a  grown  man 
when  she  knew  him."  '^  Contestee's  reply :  I  saw  John  in  person  and  asKcd  him  his 
age.  He  aaid  he  was  22.  He  lives  in  yard  where  I  live.  Have  been  knowing  him 
for  several  years,  and  he  is  quite  a  young  man.  1  live  at  1236  Broad  street,  upstairs." 
(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

\ViTXB8S.  '^ Contestant's  claim:  George  Kichards;  a^e — \  residence  Broad  street, 
back  yard  of  Mrs.  Spivey's.  Mrs.  Spivey  says  no  man  lived  in  her  back  yard  by  that 
name."  ''Coatestee's  reply  :  Georse  Richards  does  not  live  there.  George  Richards 
never  reg^istered.  George  Richardson  registered  there  and  did  live  there  when  he 
registered."  *' Contestant's  claim:  Joe  Griffin;  age  — ;  residence  1200  Broad  street. 
No  such  number  on  Broad  street."  ^'Contestee's  reply:  Joe  Griffin  registered  oppo- 
site No.  3  engine  house,  not  at  1200.  He  lived  in  the  yard  with  his  brother,  who 
lives  at  1236.  He  lived  there  when  he  registered.  I  saw  him  in  persoii  and  know 
him  well,  as  I  live  at  1236."  ''Contestant's  claim :  J.  J.  Carter ;  age  21 ;  Silver  Block. 
He  is  a  brother  of  Son  Cnsh,  and  his  mother  says  he  is  21."  ''  Contestee's  reply :  Saw 
Joe  in  person,  and  he  said  he  was  21  and  lived  on  Silver  Block,  Jones  street." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTNKSS.  ''Contestant's  claim:  George  Wiley;  age  23;  residence  1246  Broad 
street.  No  such  person  known  in  this  community."  "Contestee's  reply:  Saw 
George;  he  said  he  did  live  at  1246  when  he  registered,  and  now  drives  carriage  for 
Mrs.  Dunbar." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTNRSS.  ''Contestant's  claim:  Henry  Davis;  age  21;  residence  1457  Broad  street. 
Vacant  house;  no  one  lived  there."  "Contestee's  reply:  Saw  Henry  in  person.  He 
said  he  did  live  there  when  he  registered.  Lives  now  on  Jones,  near  Fourteenth 
street." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTNKSs.  "Marion  Lockett;  age  21;  residence  1244  Green  street.  O.K."  "Con- 
testant's claim:  Willie  Myers;  age  22;  residence  No.  4  Sixth  street.  Laura  Free- 
man lives  there,  and  she  says  she  don't  know  anyone  by  that  name."  "Contestee's 
reply:  Saw  Willie  personally.  He  said  he  lived  at  the  old  Georgia  engine  house 
when  he  registered,  and  that  was  No.  4  Sixth  street." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  Charles  Gaunt;  age  22;  residence  344  Fenwick 
street.  There  is  no  such  number.  It  would  be  about  the  middle  of  May  Park, 
lliere  is  no  residence  in  May  Park  that  I  know  of."  "Contestee's reply :  Struck  off 
the  list  by  the  registrars."  "Contestant's  claim:  Bonnie  Johnson;  age  21;  resi- 
dence 801  Second  avenue.  No  such  number  or  person  to  be  found."  "Contestee's 
replv:  Not  registered."  "Contestant's  claim:  Gns  Allen;  age  — ;  residence  1950 
Marbury  street.  His  mother  said  he  would  be  18  the  lust  of  October,  1895."  "  Con- 
testee's reply:  Not  registered."  "Contestant's  claim:  Jack  Adams;  age  21;  resi- 
dence 911  Third  avenue.  His  mother,  Dinah  Adams,  says  Jack  does  not  live  there, 
and  Jack  is  only  20  years  old."  "  Contestee's  reply :  Same  Jack  Adams — they  have 
his  name  three  times.  He  only  registered  once.  Saw  him  in  person.  He  said  he 
registered  from  911  Third  avenue;  was  23  years  old,  and  works  for  Mr.  Steed." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  Henry  McTier;  age  21;  residence  1221  Broad 
street.  There  is  no  such  number  on  this  street."  "Contestee's  reply:  Not  regis- 
tered." "Contestant's  claim:  Henry  Bowman;  age — ;  residence  1470  Gwinnette 
street.  Emile  Wright  lives  there,  and  she  don't  know  anyone  by  that  name."  "  Con- 
testee's reply :  Aurella  Bowman,  his  mother,  who  lives  at  1470,  says  Henry  does  live 
there.  We  found  two  numbers  1470.  Saw  Henry  in  person,  who  said  he  lived  there 
when  he  registered." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  John  Easton;  age  22;  residence  Sharp's  Alley — 
Picqaet's  avenue.  O.  K."  "Contestant's  claim:  Bishop  Couimiug;  age  21;  resi- 
dence 1222  Green  street.  No  snch  number  on  this  block.  There  is  a  1220  and  a  1222, 
bat  no  1222."  "Contestee's  reply:  Not  registered."  "Contestant's  claim:  Charles 
Tamer;  age 22;  residence,  Gwinnette,  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streetH.  Can't 
find  Charles  on  this  block."  "Contestee's  reply:  He  registered  on  South  Boundary 
street;  so  they  were  looking  on  wrong  street,  half  mile  out  of  the  way."  "Con- 
testant's claim :  William  H.Horton;  age  23;  residence  10 10 Gwinnette  street.  There 
is  no  1010,  but^a  1008  and  1014.  No  such  nnmber  or  party."  "Contestee^s  reply: 
William  H.  Horton  registered  at  1018,  and  lives  there  now.  Saw  him  in  person;  he 
said  he  lived  at  1018  when  he  registered.  He  works  for  Mr.  Henry  Kennedy  on 
Broad  street. 
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(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  John  Johnson;  age 22;  residence  1530  Fifteenth 
street.  No  such  number  on  this  street."  "Contestee's  reply:  John  Williams  is  a 
white  man,  and  registered  from  1530  WoodJawn  avenue.  He  is  a  motormui  for  the 
street  railway  company.''  "Contestant's  claim:  Jasper  Bussey;  age  21;  residence 
1396  Gwlnnette  street.  Mr.  Stedley  lives  at  1396,  and  Jasper  Bnssey  d€>es  not  live 
there."  ''  Contestee's  reply :  Jasper  Bussey  registered  fh>m  Gwinnette  street,  opposite 
Standard  Oil  Company,  and  as  ^  years  of  age.  He  lives  next  door  to  Bfr.  Steedley, 
which  is  opposite  to  Standard  Oil  Company."  "Contestant's  claim:  Joe  Mays;  age 
21 ;  residence  1437  Owinnette  street.  6us  Maya's  wife  says  she  knows  of  no  sudi 
party."  "  Contestee's  reply :  Not  registered."  "  Contestant's  claim :  Andrew  Mason; 
age  22;  residence  25  McCartan  street.  .John  Simpkins  lives  there,  and  Andrew  does 
not."  "Contestee's  reply:  Saw  Andrew  in  person;  he  said  he  lived  at  25  McCartan 
street  when  he  registered,  and  lives  there  now.  He  is  a  waiter  at  the  Planten' 
Hotel." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  Lewis  Widener;  age  21;  residence  1272  Reynolds 
street.  No  such  number  or  person  to  be  found."  "Contestee's  reply:  Lonis  Wide- 
man  registered  from  1272.  Saw  him  in  person.  He  said  he  lived  two  hounes  from 
Mc Kinney  street.  I  would  think  that  about  1272.  He  said  he  lived  there  when  he 
registered,  and  he  now  lives  at  1209  Market  street." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.^ 

Witness.  " Contestant's  claim :  Simon  Walker;  age  22;  residence  1210  Gwinnette. 
19o.  1210  is  a  vacant  lot."  "Contestee's  reply:  They  were  looking  for  the  wrong 
number.  Walker  registered  from  1409  Thomas  street.''  "  Contestant's  claim :  Floyd 
Tott;  age  22;  residence  Cotter's  alley.  No  such  man  in  the  alley  as  Floyd  Tntt." 
**  Contestee's  reply :  They  were  looking  in  the  wrong  ward.  They  were  looking  in 
the  Fifth  Ward,  and  Cotter's  al)ey  is  m  the  Third  Ward,  between  D'Antignae  and 
Barnes  street.  He  now  lives  in  Cotter's  alley."  "Contestant's  claim:  Aaron  Hall; 
age  24;  residence  corner  Miller  and  Lotz  alley.  O.K."  "Contestant's  claim:  Paol 
Wallace;  age  21;  residence  1468  Gwinnette  street.  Joe  Bugg  lives  at  1468.  Paul 
Wallace  does  not."  "  Contestee's  reply :  Paul  Wallace  lived  in  one  of  Mr.  Boardman  s 
houses.  The  numbers  on  this  block  are  not  regular.  We  found  two  Nos.  1470,  two 
Nos.  1426,  and  one  1500."  "Contestant's  claim:  John  H.  Epps;  age  21;  resideuce 
1007  Walker  street.  No  such  number  to  be  found."  "Contestee's  reply:  We  saw 
John  in  person.  He  said  he  lived  at  No.  1007  when  he  registered.  He  now  lives  on 
Telfair  street,  above  Twelfth. 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  Peter  Reid;  age  21;  residence  127  Twelfth  street. 
Beuben  Burdix  says  there  is  no  one  living  there  by  the  name  of  Reid."  "  Contestee's 
reply :  Saw  Reid  lu  person.  He  said  he  was  living  at  127  Twelfth  street  when  he 
registered,  and  is  now  living  at  No.  2  Silver  How,  Jones  street.     He  is  a  fisherman." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection . ) 

Witness.  *  *  Contestan  t's  claim :  J  i  lu  Setter :  age  23 ;  residence  1135  Reynolds  street. 
Ko.  1135  would  be  in  SpriogfieM  churtrhyaru.  No  house  in  the  yard;  neither  resi- 
dence." "Contestee's  reply:  Not  registered.  No.  1135  is  not  on  the  church  side." 
''Contestant's  claim:  .John  Wright;  age  42;  residence  1114  Reynolds  street.  O.  K." 
''Contestee's  reply:  This  number  is  on  the  church  side."  "Contestant's  claim: 
Arthur  Makie ;  age  21 ;  residence  comer  Broad  and  Fifth  streets.  No  such  person 
lives  there."  "Contestee's  reply:  Not  registered."  "Contestant's  claim:  Robert 
Brown ;  age  21 ;  residence  1472  Reynolds  street.  No  such  number  as  this  on  Reynolds.'' 
**  Contestee's  reply :  They  are  a^ain  looking  for  wrong  number,  as  Robert  registered 
1482  Reynolds,  and  22  years  old."  "  Con testsin t's  claim:  Frank  Johnson;  age  21; 
residence  1314  Gwinnette  street.  Harriet  Houston  lives  at  this  number.  She  says  she 
does  not  know  anyone  by  that  name."  "  (Contestee's  reply :  Again  they  were  looking 
for  wrong  number,  as  Frank  Johnson  registered  1354  Gwinnette  street.  They  have 
two  Frank  Johnsons,  and  only  one  is  registered."  **  Contestant's  claim :  John  Henry; 
age  21 ;  residence  922  Gwinnette  street.  Henry  Broadnax  lives  at  922,  and  don't  know 
anyone  by  that  name."  "Contestee's  reply:  Not  registered."  "Contestant's  claim: 
John  Mahouey ;  age  23;  renidence  1233  Telfair  street.  Rosa  Butler  lives  at  1233.  and 
she  don't  know  no  such  man."  "  Contestee's  reply:  I  know  John  well.  He  worked 
for  me  in  November,  when  the  Chicago  soldiers  were  here.  He  went  to  Chicago  with 
them.  I  found  that  he  lived  on  Telfair  street,  at  1225.  They  have  him  registered 
twice."  "  Contestant's  claim :  Dave  Snmmerall ;  age  21 ;  residence  1235  Telfair  street. 
O.  K."  "Contestant's claim:  Henry  Van  Van;  age  21;  resideuce  1245  Telfair  street, 
lifo  such  number."  "Contestee's  reply:  Not  registered."  "  Contestant's  claim :  Will 
Bugg ;  age  21 ;  residence  1406  Telfair  street.  No  such  number."  "  Contestee's  reply: 
Saw  William,  and  he  said  he  was  living  on  Green,  and  his  entrance  was  fh>m  canal 
bank,  which  would  be  Telfair.  Lived  there  when  he  registered.  Lives  now  on 
Cumming  street  near  Walker." 
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(Contestant's  couosel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTKESS.  '* Contestant's  claim:  Thomas  Yoan^;  age  23;  residence  Hopkins, 
between  Tenth  and  Dugas  streets.  O.  K."  ' 'Contestant's claim:  Robert  Elder;  age 
22;  residence  1346  Estes  street.  O.K.''  '' Contestant's  claim:  William  Butler;  age 
21;  residence  1203  Tenth  street.  O.K."  '' Contestant's  claim :  John  Mahonev;  age 
22;  residenoe  1225  Telfair  street.  1225  is  where  1223  should  be.  Sallie  Maddoz 
liTes  there."  '' Contestee's  reply:  They  were  looking  in  wrong  place,  as  John 
Maboney  registered  1455  Thirteenth  street."  '^ Contestant's  claim:  Will  Thomas: 
Mjpe  21 ;  reeidence  1223  Telfair  street.  Sallie  Maddox  lives  where  1223  should  be  ana 
she  knows  no  snch  person."  '' Contestee's  reply:  I  saw  Sallie  Maddox.  She  said 
she  did  not  say  that  Will  Thomas  did  not  live  there,  as  Will  Thomas  lived  there  last 
September,  October,  and  November,  and  rented  a  room  f^om  her.  She  said  he  was 
not  living  there  now  and  could  not  tell  where  he  had  moved  to." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTNKfiS.  "Contestant's  claim:  Lewis  Stallings;  age  22;  residence  1011  Third 
avenue.  O.  K."  ''Contestant's  claim:  Henry  Williams;  age  22;  residence  1404 
Fifteenth  street.  We  could  find  no  such  person  on  Fifteenth  street."  This  name 
was  investigated  by  C.  L.  Bailey  and  J.  H.  Lee.  "Contestant's  claim:  Stephen 
Williamsja^  21;  residence  1020  Fifteenth  street.  No  snch  number  on  Fifteenth 
street."  This  name  investigated  by  C.  L.  Bailey  and  J.  H.  Lee.  ^'Contestant's 
claim :  John  Simmons ;  age  21 ;  residence  Parks  avenue,  between  Tenth  and  Eleventh 
streets.  Parks  avenue  stops  at  Picquet's  avenue."  *'  Conteetee's  reply :  They  were 
looking  again  in  the  wrong  place,  as  John  registered  No.  2  Parks  avenue.  He  was 
living  there  when  he  registered,  and  he  now  lives  on  St.  Mary's  street."  '*  Contest- 
ant's claim :  John  Way ;  age  22 ;  residence  813  Third  avenue  O.  K."  **  Contestant's 
claim :  Son  Cush ;  age  21 ;  residence  Silver  Block.  His  mother  said  he  was  23,  and 
his  proper  name  was  Willie  Carter,  and  has  a  family  uptown."  "  Contestee's  reply : 
Saw  Bon  Cush  in  person,  and  he  said  he  was  only  21  when  he  registered,  and  that  he 
was  living  on  Silver  Block,  and  that  Son  Cush  was  his  correct  name." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  ''Contestant's  claim:  Ed.  Heard;  age  21;  residence  1266  Broad  street. 
Dr.  Spence  lives  at  1266,  and  he  says  Ed.  Heard  does  not .  Mr.  Sarah  Minton  lives  at 
1466.  Says  no  colored  people  live  there  at  all."  '* Contestee's  reply:  Ed.  Heard 
lived  with  Mrs.  Jane  Harbin,  who  lives  at  1266,  and  Ed.  was  her  butler.  She  keeps  a 
boarding  house.  Ed.  was  well  known  uptown.  I  can  not  find  where  he  is  living 
now."  "Contestant's  claim:  Ephraim  Deal;  age  21;  residence  1410  Broad  street. 
O.K."  "Contestee's  reply:  We  find  he  is  a  white  man."  "Contestant's  claim: 
Samuel  Anderson;  af^e  21;  residence  1231  Broad  street.  Mrs.  Davis  lives  at  the 
number  and  she  says  no  colored  man  lived  there  at  all."  "  Contestee's  reply :  Saw 
Sam;  he  said  he  was  living  at  1231  when  he  registered,  and  that  he  was  working  for 
Mrs.  Brock,  who  keeps  a  restaurant  and  lives  at  1231." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTNKSS.  "Contestant's  claim:  Bartley  Freeman;  age  21;  residence  1220  Broad 
street.  Mr.  Harrison  and  others  say  there  is  an  old  man  sleeps  there  by  that  name." 
"Contestee's  reply:  Bartley  Freeman  registered  as  43  years  of  age;  not  as  21." 
"Contestant's  claim:  Garnet  Reid;  age  28;  residence  1460  Broad  street.  Mrs.  Anna 
Hill  li%'es  at  this  number,  and  no  snch  person  lives  there."  "Contestee's  reply:  I 
know  Garnet  personally.  He  was  a  wood  sawer,  and  worked  for  me;  and  be  did  live 
at  1460.  My  mother  lives  at  1440,  and  he  has  often  worked  for  her."  "Contest- 
ant's elai  m :' J.  D.  Parker ;  age  22 ;  residence  1246  Green  street.  O.  K. "  "  Contestant's 
claim:  Joseph  Corker;  age  21;  residence  827  Hopkins  street.  There  is  no  snch  num- 
ber aa  827.  It  is  a  vacant  lot."  "  Contestee's  reply :  Not  registered."  "  Contestant's 
elaim:  Joe  Corker;  age  21;  residence  812^  Hopkins  street.  He  told  nie  would  be  25 
in  October."  "Contestee's  reply:  Joe  registered  as  22,  and  told  me  he  was  22,  and 
upon  his  next  birthday  wonld  be  23." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTNKSs.  "Contestant's  claim:  Wm.  Cummin^;  age  22;  residence  946  Hopkins 
street.  His  mother  don't  know  his  age  exactly,  but  thinks  he  is  about  20."  "  Con- 
testee's reply:  Saw  William  and  his  mother.  His  mother  denied  saying  such.  Said 
the  told  them  to  come  back  later  and  she  would  tell  them  his  age.  William  said  he 
was  24  years  old,  and  he  registered  aa  such." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  Jim  Oliver;  age 21;  residence 946 Hopkins  street. 
William  Cumming  lives  there,  and  do«*8  not  know  any  such  man."  "  Contestee's 
reply:  I  asked  William  if  Oliver  lived  there.  He  said  he  had,  but  had  now  gone  to 
Borke  County.  He  was  living  there  when  he  registered.  He  registered  as  J.  S. 
Oliver." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WmoBSS.  "Contestant's  claim:  Henry  Cumming;  age  22;  residence  946  Hopkins 
itreet.    No  such  man  at  946  Hopkins.   William  Cumming  lives  there."    "  Conteistee's 
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reply:  Not  registered/'  '' Contestant's  olaim:  Dan  Williams;  age  22;  resideoee 
Tenth  street  between  Miller  and  Hopkins.  His  wife  said  he  was  going  on  ^  years 
of  Age"  *^  Contestee's  reply :  His  wife  said  she  did  not  know  Dan's  age,  and  that 
she  told  the  gentlemen  so.  Saw  Dan  in  person,  and  he  said  he  was  22  when  he 
registered." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  obiection.) 

Witness.  Contestant's  claim:  Willis  H.  Lark;  age  21;  residence  955  Hopkins 
street.  His  wife  said  he  was  born  in  1870,  and  showed  the  family  Bible  for  proof." 
'*  Contestee's  reply :  His  wife  said  she  had  no  Bible,  and  furthermore  said  she  was 
not  his  wife.  We  saw  Lark,  who  works  at  the  Augusta  Brewery,  and  he  said  he  was 
21  years  old  when  he  registered.'' 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTNKSS.  "Contestant's claim:  Edward  Matthews;  age  21;  residence  844  Calhoun 
street.  His  wife  said  he  was  23  in  July."  '* Contestee's  reply:  We  saw  £d.  in  per- 
son, and  he  said  he  was  21  years  old  when  he  registered.  He  works  for  Mr.  P.  Haus- 
berger  on  Broad  street.    Can  be  seen  there  at  any  time." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  '^ Contestant's  claim:  Willie  Griffin;  age  21:  residence  Bay  street,  be- 
tween Eighth  and  Ninth  streets.  We  could  not  find  niui."  "Contestee's  reply: 
Their  reason  for  not  finding  Willie  was  tbey  were  looking  on  the  wrong  street,  as 
Willie  registered  from  Broad  and  not  Bay  street.  He  lives  now  on  Bay  street." 
"Contestant's  claim:  Richard  Smalley;  age  22;  residence  104  Tatuall  street,  rear 
McCoy's  Mill.     He  said  he  was  29  last  Apru."    "Contestee's  reply:  Saw  Richard  in 

gerson.  He  said  he  was  27  years  old,  and  he  registered  27,  which  is  correct,  ou  the 
ooks." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  Joe  Cummings:  age  22;  residence  91  McCartan 
street.  His  wife  said  up  to  that  time  he  would  not  be  back  until  Decemlier."  "  Con- 
testee's reply :  Saw  Joe  in  person.  Said  he  was  22  years  old,  and  lived  at  9^  McCar- 
tan street  when  he  registered." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  ' '  Contestant's  clai  m :  L.  A.  Tolbert ;  age  21 ;  residence  5  McCartan  street. 
His  sister  said  he  was  29  last  December."  "Contestee^s  reply:  Saw  Tolbert  in 
person,  who  said  he  knew  his  age  better  than  his  sister.  He  said  he  was  22  in 
December,  1895." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  F.  L.  Reld;  age  21;  residence  27  McCartan  street. 
O.K."  "Contestant's  claim:  Jim  Foster;  age  22;  residence  21  McCartan  streets 
Parties  say  there  was  one  who  lived  at  9  McCartan  street.  He  himself  said  he  was 
25  last  May."  "Contestee's  reply:  Jim  Foster  did  not  register.  Jim  Fouston  regis- 
tered No.  9  McCartan  street,  and  he  now  works  at  the  '  Carolina  Saloon '  on  Broad 
street."  "Contestant's  claim:  R.  E.Williams;  age — ;  residence  19  Second  avenue. 
No  such  number."  "  Contestee's  reply :  Looking  in  wrong  place,  as  R.  E.  Williams 
registered  918  First  avenue.  So  they  were  oflf  on  the  street  and  number."  "Con- 
testant's claim :  Thos.  H.  Houston ;  age  22 ;  residence  926  Second  avenue.  No  such 
person  or  number  to  be  found."  "Contestee's  reply:  Again  they  were  looking  for 
wrong  street,  as  Houston  registered  926  First  avenue — ^not  Second  avenue."  "Con- 
testant's claim :  Anderson  Williams ;  age  21 ;  residence  865  First  avenue.  His  mother 
says  he  is  only  18  years  of  age."  "Contestee's  reply :  His  mother  denies  telling  them 
his  age.  She  said  they  were  talking  to  her  about  a  ride  in  Hamburg.  She  said 
Anderson  was  21  when  he  registered.'' 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim :  Gus  Dunn ;  age  21 ;  residence  Gwinnett,  near  Geori^a 
Railroad.  We  fouud  Dennis  Dunn,  but  not  Gus  Dunn."  "Contestee's  reply:  >ot 
registered."  "Contestant's  claim:  Russell  J.  Keith;  age  21;  residence  14^  Estes 
stroet.  He  lives  there,  but  he  is  about  40  years  of  age."  "  Contestee's  reply :  We 
saw  his  father  and  mother,  and  both  said  he  was  21  years  old  when  he  registered." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  Robt.  Wilson;  age  21;  residence  1210  Telfair 
street.  Mrs.  Simms  lives  at  1210,  and  she  knows  ot  no  such  man."  "Contestee's 
reply:  Saw  Wilson  in  person,  and  he  said  he  lived  near  Marburv  on  Telfair  street, 
which  is  near  1210.    He  lived  there  when  he  registered.    He  now  lives  on  Bay  street" 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  John  Williams;  age  21;  residence  comer  Tenth 
street  and  Second  avenue.    Jackson  Lewis  and  Abner  King  say  they  know  no  such 

{person."  "Contestee's  reply:  Not  registered."  "Contestant's  claim:  Nelson  But- 
er ;  age  21 ;  residence  1203  Tenth  street.  O.  K."  "  Contestant's  claim :  Will  Hughes : 
age  21;  residence  14  Tenth  street.  Derry  Law,  a  white  man,  lives  there — ^No.  14 
Tenth  street.  Will  Hughes  does  not  stay  there."  "Contestee's  reply:  They  were 
away  off  on  this  number.    They  were  about  ten  blocks  out  of  the  way,  as  Will 
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Haghes  reffUtered  No.  1421  T«nth  street,  and  he  is  a  bootblack/'  ''Contestant's 
claim :  O.  W.  Goodyear:  age  22;  residence  507  Tenth  street.  Owen  Hodges  lives  at 
507  Tenth,  and  knows  or  no  such  man.''  **  Contestee's  reply :  Not  registered."  '' Con- 
teat  an  t*B  claim:  George  Swan;  age  22;  residence  1351  Ellis  street.  Sarah  Bennett 
liTee  there.  She  says  she  knows  no  such  man."  ''Contestee's  reply:  They  were 
looking  for  the  wrone  number,  as  George  Swan  registered  1357  Ellis  street."  ''Con> 
teetant'a  claim;  Ben  Howard ;  age  23 :  residence  Ellis,  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth 
streets.  Ben  Howard  can't  be  found."  "Contestee's  reply:  Ben  Howard  lives  in 
Mrs.  Moore's  yard,  or  alley,  which  is  on  Ellis  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets^ 
and  he  is  a  fish  seller."  ''Contestant's  claim:  John  Mitchell;  age  21;  residence  1245 
Ellis  street.  O.K."  "Contestant's  claim:  Cbas.  Williams;  age  21;  residence  1259 
Ellis  street.  Mary  Glen  lives  here  and  knows  of  no  such  person  as  Charley  Williams." 
"Contestee's  reply:  Saw  Charley  in  person.  He  is  now  living  in  Friendship  alley. 
He  said  he  was  living  on  Ellis  when  he  registered,  and  that  he  had  just  moved  firom 
there.     He  works  at  Clark's  cotton  mill  now." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTNRSS.  "  Contestant's  claim :  Lawrence  Johnson ;  age  21 ;  residence  1125  Telfair 
street.  O.K."  "Contestant's  claim:  Jim  Johnson;  a^e  21;  residence  1214  Telfair 
street.  He  worked  on  the  gang  two  years  ago,  and  was  a  grown  man  then."  "Con- 
testee's  reply:  Saw  Jim  in  person,  who  said  he  was  only  21  when  he  registered.*  He 
lives  at  1214." 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Conteetee's  connsel  ofier  in  evidence  a  certified  copy  of  the  report  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  ^e  case  of  Thomas  E.  Watson  against  J.  C.  C.  Black,  together  with 
eertiiied  copies  of  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  June  29, 1894,  and 
the  printed  document  known  as  "Report  No.  1147  of  the  Fifty- third  Congress,  sec- 
ond session,"  with  a  copy  of  the  vote  taken  on  the  same. 

A^joamed  nntil  Thursday,  February  13,  1896. 

Thursday,  February  ISy  1896. 
Present  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  Boykin  Wright,  esq. 

JAMES  J.  DAVIS,  continuing,  for  the  contestee : 

Direct  examination  by  Boykin  Wright,  Esq. : 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  this  general  question :  If,  while  making  this  investigation  concern- 
ing which  you  have  just  testified,  you  did  not,  in  a  great  many  instances,  learn  wh^ 
these  parties  seemed  to  throw  off  Mr.  Montgomery  and  Mr.  Mixon  and  other  investi- 
gators of  voters! — A.  Yes,  sir.  In  a  great  many  instances  where  I  asked  them  why 
they  told  those  people  such  things  as  they  were  reported  as  having  said,  they  stated 
that  they  were  unner  the  impression  that  those  investigators  were  officers  of  the 
law,  and  maybe  the  man  whom  they  were  inquiring  for  had  done  something.  That 
was  often  told  to  me  by  their  mothers  and  sisters.  For  instance,  out  on  Dugas 
•treet  there  was  a  boy  named  Daniels,  and  another  boy  named  Doe,  who  lived  in  the 
house ;  they  had  a  little  room  where  they  played  craps,  and  they  were  np  before  the 
recorder's  court  on  one  occasion  for  it.  Those  investigators  went  out  there  inquir- 
ing for  one  of  those  ^oung  men,  and  the  parties  there  thought  they  were  officers,  and 
told  them  the  boy  did  not  live  there.  Another  one  was  Epps,  on  Ellis  street.  There 
were  several  on  Gwinnett  street  the  same  way. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  with  reference  to  street  numbers,  etc.,  if  in  these  negro  quarters 
the  numbers  were  not  confused,  and  oftentimes  duplicate  or  triplicate  numbers f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  found  them  that  way,  and  they  are  that  way  now.  I  would  find  a 
150O  number  on  the  1300  block,  or  a  900  on  a  1400  block. 

Q.  Was  there  any  system  of  numbering  at  all  carried  out  in  those  particular  dis- 
tricts with  any  degree  of  success  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  remember  in  one  instance  a  negro 
woman  told  me  a  man  had  promised  to  come  and  number  her  house,  but  had  not 
done  so.  There  was  another  instance,  I  think  on  Third  avenue,  where  a  woman  had 
bought  a  number  for  her  house,  and  had  moved  and  carried  the  number  with  her. 
I  found  that  from  the  then  resident  of  the  house.  Also,  I  found  where  they  would 
give  the  number  of  the  adjoining  house  when  their  house  was  without  a  number, 
and  when  I  asked  them  why  they  did  that,  they  would  state  they  did  it  thinking 
that  if  they  were  ever  inquired  ror  at  that  number  they  would  give  them  the  infor- 
mation at  the  door  above  or  below.  In  some  instances  there  were  alleys — one  on 
Gwinnett  street,  called  Howard's  alley.  In  there  there  are  10  or  12  negro  shanties. 
I  found  a  negro  named  Richard  Laney  in  there,  whose  name  had  been  challenged  by 
the  investigators.  They  simply  Inquired  at  the  number  on  the  front  street,  and  from 
what  I  could  learn  frequently  did  not  go  into  the  alley. 

Q.  Without  going  into  further  details,  yon  would  say  generally  that  the  numbers 
would  convey  a  very  indefinite  and  uncertain  idea  as  to  the  residence  of  the  parties 
in  those  districts  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Upon  referring  to  your  testimony,  I  find  that  yon  have  in  theoe  tahniated  sheets 
freqaently  spoken  of  a  party  as  "Not  registered/'  What  do  yon  mean  by  thatf— A. 
I  mean  that  contestant's  witnesses  were  looking  for  that  man  on  a  given  street,  and 
at  a  given  number,  and  npon  examining  the  registration  books  I  found  that  man  had 
never  registered  at  all.    They  were  looking  for  a  man  who  had  never  registered. 

Q.  In  other  words,  yon  found  how  many  cases  whom  they  had  investigated,  and 
who,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  were  not  on  the  registry  list  at  allf — ^A.  I  think  I  stated 
yesterday  there  were  fifty  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  That  is  what  is  meant  where  yon  state  as  yonr  comment,  ''Not  xegisteredf ''— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  are  a  fireman,  I  believe f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  employ  of  the  city  government f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  assistant  foreman  of 
No.  3  company. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  employ  of  the  city  government  f — A.  Nine  yean. 

Q.  Are  you  regularly  engaged  as  a  member  of  the  department  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  opportunities  for  being  familiar  with  the  colored  people  are  more  than 
that  of  an  ordinary  citizen,  are  theyf  — A.  I  should  think  they  were  better.  One  of 
my  reasons  for  that  is,  as  I  stated  yesterday,  that  I  have  often  acted  as  a  jndge  for 
them  in  a  great  many  of  their  firemen's  contests,  where  there  would  be,  I  suppose,  a 
thousand  men  with  the  ditferent  companies.  Again,  every  summer  I  have  firom  eight 
to  ten  barbecues  here  each  month,  and  each  time  1  employ  from  twenty  to  thirty  of 
the  young  class  of  negroes  as  waiters.  I  use  them  because  I  can  get  them  cheaper 
than  the  regular  hotel  waiter.  I  pick  them  up  and  give  them  75  cents  or  $1  per  day, 
and  two  meals.  Then  we  use  them  in  our  winter  carnivals,  and  use  them  in  the 
street  sports. 

Q.  Do  you  usually  employ  the  same  25  or  30  youn^  negroes  as  waiters  when  yoa 
can  secure  themf — A.  No,  sir;  not  generally.  Sometimes  I  can  not  find  them  when 
I  want  them.  When  I  fed  the  Chicago  soldiers  in  last  November  I  employed,  I  think, 
105  of  them,  and  I  find  some  of  their  names  on  this  list. 

Q.  Your  employment  of  these  negroes  on  one  or  two  occasions  would  not  make  yoa 
familiar  with  their  names  and  faces  thoroughly  f — A.  It  would  to  a  certain  extent. 
I  have  been  employing  them  for  ten  years. 

Q.  Then  you  must  employ  the  same  parties  usually  more  than  once  or  twicef — A. 
Sometimes  I  do.  Again,  I  am  thrown  in  contact  with  them  when  they  come  and  ask 
for  employment. 

Q.  Of  the  226  persons  that  yon  investigated  personally,  how  many  had  yon  known 
before  this  investigation — about  how  manyf — A.  About  200  of  those  that  I  saw.  I 
don't  pretend  to  say  that  I  did  not  know  more  than  that.  Of  those  that  appear  on 
that  list,  I  was  familiar  with  about  200  of  them. 

Q.  Before  this  investigation  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  five  white  men  who  were  investigated f — A.  I  knew  two  of 
them.  While  examining  the  colored  list  I  found  those  names,  and  I  examined  the 
white  list  then  and  found  that  those  men  had  ret^istered  as  whites  at  the  given  nnm- 
bers.  The  two  I  knew  were  named  Deal  and  Johnson,  the  latter  a  motorman  for  the 
street  railway  company. 

Q.  In  making  your  investigations,  where  you  failed  to  see  the  party  in  person, 
yon  relied  upon  the  statements  of  people  whom  yon  found  in  the  locality  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir.  I  usually  inquired  at  tbe  house.  In  a  great  many  instances  the  whole  neigh- 
borhood would  know  tbe  party.  We  would  go  in  a  yard,  say,  and  inquire  "  Does 
John  Jones  live  here  f ''  *•  No,  sir."  "  Did  he  ever  live  herer'  "  Yes,  sir."  **  Where 
has  he  moved  tof"  Maybe  tbey  would  say  ''  to  Dublin."  **  How  long  since  he  lived 
heref"    Sometimes  they  would  say  **  four  or  five  months  ago." 

Q.  Where  you  investigated  the  persons,  you  knew  some  of  them  before  yon  inves* 
tigated  them? — A.  Ye«,  sir. 

Q.  You  took  their  statements,  and  upon  that  fact  based  your  testimony  f —A. 
Wherever  I  knew  the  man  personally.  For  instance,  on  Hopkins  street  there  is  a 
man  named  William  Cummiog;  the  witnesses  for  the  contestant  claimed  that  his 
mother  told  them  his  age  was  about  20  years.  I  knew  him  personally,  and  seeing 
him  asked  him  if  he  registered.  I  asked  him  what  age  he  registered  at,  and  he  saia 
24  years.  I  told  him  these  investigators  stated  his  mother  had  told  them  he  wss 
only  20.  He  said  '^I  know  better  than  that,  I  am  24."  I  went  to  see  his  mother, 
and  she  said  she  did  not  tell  them  exactly  what  his  age  was,  but  told  them  that  if 
they  would  come  back  that  afternoon  she  would  give  them  the  information. 

Q.  None  of  those  parties  were  sworn  by  youf — A.  No,  sir.  I  knew  a  great  many 
of  those  parties;  and  their  names  appeared  on  the  city  registration  list  for  our  local 
election. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  your  investigation  of  those  names  that  apjieared 
twice  on  the  listf — ^A.  I  never  investigated  anything  of  that  sort.  When  1  say  tbey 
appear  two  or  three  times  on  the  list,  I  mean  they  appear  two  or  three  times  on  the 
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list  made  hv  the  witneMes  for  oontestant,  and  which  they  swore  to  hefore  this  in  ve^ 
tigation.  I  found  they  had  only  registered  once  and  only  appeared  once  on  th6 
registration  list,  whereas  contestant's  witnesses  had  them  two  or  three  times  on  their 
list. 

Q.  Yon  state  there  are  ahont  30  names  that  you  did  not  investigate  personally. 
For  those  30  names  your  report  is  founded  entirely  on  statements  brought  to  yon  by 
C.  L.  Bailey  and  J.H.Lee, are  they  uotf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  Mr.  Bailey  and  Lee 
assisting;  me  goinc  around  and  examining  those  names.  I  was  sick  a  couple  of  days, 
and  gave  them  a  list  of  about  30  names  to  ^o  out  with,  and  my  report  is  founded  on 
the  report  made  to  me  by  them.  My  testimony  indicates  that,  as  those  names  are 
markcid  on  these  tabulated  sheets. 

Q.  So  that  yon  know  nothing  of  those  30  names  personally  and  of  your  own  knowl- 
edge f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  examined  them. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Fred  Tanksley— did  you  know  Fred  before  this  investiga- 
tion f — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  lived  there  within  100  yards  of  my  house. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  known  himf — A.  About  two  years.  He  was  the  man  that 
showed  me  the  1367  Kills  street,  where  the  number  had  been  painted  over.  He  said, 
*'  To  ahow  yon  that  I  live  here  and  did  live  here  when  I  registered,  I  will  show  yon 
the  naniber,"  and  he  showed  me  the  1367. 

Q.  Yon  know  nothing  of  Fred's  qualifications  to  register  except  whcit  he  told 
you  f — ^A.  I  thought  he  was  22  years  of  age,  that  he  lived  at  1367  Ellis  street  when  he 
registered,  and  he  lives  there  now. 

Q.  He  was  not  sworn  by  you  when  he  was  making  those  statements f — ^A.  No,  sir; 
he  was  not. 

Q.  To  have  confessed  that  these  statements  in  reference  to  his  qualifications  were 
nntrne  would  have  rendered  him  subject  to  criminal  prosecution,  would  it  not  f 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  this  as  being  an  illegal  question  and  one  which  the 
witness  knows  nothing  about.) 

Witness.  I  think  it  would  if  that  had  led  me  to  have  sworn  against  him,  if  he 
had  been  otherwise  than  what  he  said.  But,  judging  from  his  appearance,  I  would 
think  he  was  22  years  of  age,  and  knowing  myself  that  he  had  lived  there  for  about 
two  years,  I  thought  his  evidence  was  very  good. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  John  Jackson,  1326  Ellis  street.  Wliat  was  your  report  on  him  f— > 
A.  Witnesses  for  contestant  claimed  that  he  did  not  reside  at  that  number,  which 
is  Mr.  Mulligan's  house.  I  did  not  go  to  Mr.  Mulligan's  house  myself,  but  I  saw  a 
gentleman  who  lived  there  and  asked  him  if  John  Jackson  was  living  there.  He 
Bald  he  was  living  there  now;  that  Jackson's  sister  cooked  for  him,  and  John  lived 
in  the  honse  with  his  sister.  He  sent  John  to  my  house  to  see  me,  and  I  talked  with 
him.  A  few  days  afterwards  he  was  arrested  for  stealing,  and  he  was  yesterday  dis- 
charged by  the  solicitor  of  the  city  court  as  not  guilty. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  John  except  what  he  told  you  himself  f—  A.  I  have  been 
knowing  him  for  six  or  eight  months,  and  know  he  did  live  there  with  Mr.  Mulligan 
and  answered  to  the  name  of  John  Jackson.    If  you  or  anybody  else  saw  him,  I  think 
yon  would  say  he  was  not  more  than  22  years  of  age. 
Q.  Did  yon  register  Johnf — A.  I  never  registered  anyone. 

Q.  Did  yon  assist  in  having  voters  registered  at  the  Third  Wardf — A.  I  was  there 
to  see  that  anybody  who  wanted  to  register  could  do  so.  To  a  certain  extent  I 
assisted.  1  can  safely  and  conscientiously  say  that  there  were  a  number  of  cases  that 
I  reported  to  the  registry  clerk  where  I  thought  the  party  had  appeared  before  for 
registration,  and  asked  the  clerk  not  to  register  him. 

Q.  Yon  were  active  in  getting  parties  up  to  register,  were  yon  not,  and  seeing  that 
they  got  on  the  registry  list? — A.  I  went  to  no  trouble  but  to  stand  at  the  window. 
Q.  How  long  were  you  engaged  in  assisting  in  this  registration? — A.  Ten  days. 
Q.  You  were  there  iti  Maior  Black's  interest,  assisting  to  register  parties  who 
desired  to  register? — A.  Well,  yes;  as  a  Democrat,  and  in  Major  Black's  behalf. 

Q.  Yon  say  John  Jackson  did  not  reffister  under  you  or  through  you? — A.  Not 
through  my  assistance  that  I  know  of.  I  suppose  they  would  average  irom  50  to  100 
a  day  there  at  the  Third  Ward  registry  office.  Some  days  there  would  be  50,  some 
days  60,  and  one  day  1  think  they  went  up  to  as  high  as  100.  That  was  the  day  they 
were  very  crowded  here  at  the  court-house,  and  Mr.  Hack  sent  in,  I  think,  four  wa^on- 
loads  from  hiaplace,  and  the 40  or  50  of  them  came  there  to  register.  Captain  Twiggs 
had  a  large  number  of  hands  employed  in  working  on  the  sewers,  and  he  would  senda 
batch  of  them  down  on  the  street  car  with  a  note  to  me  asking  that  I  would  see  to  it 
that  they  were  registered  at  once  so  that  they  could  get  back  to  their  work  promptly. 
Q.  Your  former  acquaintance  with  John  Jackson  does  not  enable  you  to  say 
irbether  he  registered  under  your  supervision? — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Reuben  Watts.  What  about  him  ? — ^A.  He  is  a  negro  whom  I 
have  been  knowing  for  ten  years.  He  lived  on  Kllis  street,  the  second  or  third  door 
from  Mill.  W^hen  the  witnesses  for  the  contestant  inquired  there,  Monk  WiUiama 
came  out  and  said  Reuben  did  not  live  there.    I  went  there,  and  Monk  Williams's 
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wife  told  me  that  Renben  did  not  live  there.  While  I  was  talking  to  her  Reuben's 
Bister  came  ont  and  asked  me  what  I  wanted  with  Renben.  I  told  her  that  I  wanted 
to  see  him  and  asked  her  where  he  was.  She  said,  "  He  lives  across  the  street,  bot 
he  is  not  there  now/'  I  said,  **  Tell  him  to  come  and  see  me  to-night."  He  came  to 
my  house  that  night  and  I  was  not  in.  I  told  my  wife  to  tell  him  that  I  wanted  to 
see  him,  and  to  notify  Mr.  Parcell  and  I  would  come  up.  I  saw  him,  and  he  told  me 
he  had  registertrd. 

Q.  Yon  know  nothing  of  your  own  knowledge  of  Reuben's  qualifications  to  vote^- 
A.  Only  that  I  saw  his  name  on  the  list  myself,  and  he  is  a  man  whom  I  have  been 
knowing  for  ten  years. 

Q.  You  only  have  his  statement  as  to  his  having  lived  opposite  No.  1365  the  year 
before f — A.  I  had  his  statement,  and  his  sister's  statement,  and  Monk  Williams's 
wife's  statement. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Henry  Hampton.  What  about  Henry  f — A.  I  have  been  know- 
ing Henry  ever  since  he  was  qnite  a  boy.  I  knew  he  worked  for  Mr.  Cooney.  I 
went  around  there  and  asked  Lou  Smith  and  Lou  Sims,  who  used  to  work  for  my 
mother.  When  I  asked  her  where  Henry  was,  she  said  he  was  working  for  Mr. 
Cooney.  I  said,  "  Did  he  ever  live  heref '^  She  said,  **  Yes,  sir.''  I  said,  "  Why  did 
Tou  tell  those  gentlemen  he  did  not  live  heref"  She  said,  "I  did  not  tell  uiem. 
Lou  Smith  may  have  told  them."  I  saw  Henry,  and  he  said  he  did  live  there. 
While  I  was  talking  to  him,  he  told  me  that  he  and  another  boy  who  works  for  Mr. 
Cooney  registered  together.  I  aiiked  him  how  many  times  he  registered,  and  he  said 
only  once.  I  examined  the  book,  and  found  that  his  name  only  appeared  once  on  the 
book.  The  witnesses  for  contestant  have  him  twice  on  their  list,  and  he  only  appears 
once  on  the  registry  list. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  Henry's  residence,  except  what  he  told  yonf — ^A.  And 
what  this  girl  told  me. 

Q.  lie  said  he  did  not  live  there  now? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  said  he  had  moved. 

Q.  What  age  is  Henry  7 — A.  He  is  21  or  22.    Qnite  a  yonng  negro. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Owen  Gaines.  What  was  the  contestant's  report  on  tbatf^A. 
They  claim  that  he  registered  from  1122  Ellis  street,  and  that  that  wonld  be  in  the 
Tabernacle  churchyard.  Upon  examining  the  registration  books  I  found  that 
Owen  Gaines  did  not  register,  but  that  Owen  C.  James  had  registered  from  next 
door  above — 1128.  I  saw  him  and  asked  him  if  he  had  registered,  and  he  said 
he  had.  I  examined  the  registry  book,  and  found  he  had  registered  as  Owen  C. 
James. 

Q.  You  did  not  find  any  such  man  as  Owen  Gaines f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  Owen  C.  James  registered  at  1122f — A.  No,  sir;  at  1128,  two  or 
three  doors  above,  where  this  No.  1122  would  be. 

Q.  Yon  examined  the  voters'  bookf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  found  Owen  Gaines  not  registered? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  reported  him  as  not 
registered. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Jack  A  dams  f — A.  Yes^  sir;  that  is  911  Third  avenne. 

Q.  What  was  the  contestant's  report  on  him? — ^A.  They  have  him  three  times  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge.  I  am  positive  they  have  him  twice.  In  the  first  instance, 
the'  witnesses  for  the  contestant  say,  **  Dave  Adams  lives  at  911  and  Jack  Adams 
does  not."  1  went  there,  and  his  mother  said  he  waa  not  in.  He  was  here  at  the 
court-house  on  the  day  the  registrars  had  all  those  yonng  men  up  to  appear  before 
them,  and  I  was  speaking  to  him  then,  and  I  spoke  to  nim  a  few  weeks  ago.  He 
told  me  he  regiNtered  from  911,  and  that  his  mother  lived  there;  that  he  did  live 
there,  and  considered  thnt  his  home,  and  that  he  was  now  working  for  Mr.  Steed, 
the  tax  receiver  for  this  county,  and  that  he  registered  as  23  years  of  age.  I  exam- 
ined the  voters'  book,  and  found  he  only  appeared  once,  and  as  23. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  before  this  registration? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  only  known  him  since  this  registration? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  register  him  during  the  ten  days  you  were  registering  voters  at  the 
Third  Ward— did  he  register  under  your  supervision? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  he 
did.    I  think  he  registered  at  the  court-house. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  except  what  he  told  you? — A.  That  is  all  and  what  Mr. 
Steed,  the  tax  receiver,  told  me. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  George  W.  Lott,  No.  834? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Third  avenne.  I  found 
they  were  looking  for  George  W.  Lott  on  the  wron^  avenne.  They  were  looking  for 
him  on  Third  avenue,  and  he  had  registered  ftom  First  avenue.  They  were  J  net  two 
streets  out  of  the  way. 

Q.  Did  you  find  him?— A.  I  found  he  had  lived  at  834,  and  had  moved  to  Kollock 
street,  and  I  went  to  his  house  afterwards. 

Q.  Who  did  you  get  your  information  firom? — A.  I  inquired  of  Martha  Gardner,  at 
834.  Contestant's  witnesses  had  never  inquired  there,  but  had  looked  two  streets 
ont  of  the  way,  and  therefore  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  find  George  W.  Lott  on 
Third  avenne.    I  don't  think  there  is  any  such  number  as  834  on  lliixd  avenne. 
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Q.  Yon  never  saw  him  in  person,  and  don't  know  himf — A.  No,  sir;  I  found  he  had 
regiatered  di£ferently  fh>m  what  they  reported  him,  and  he  was  not  in  question  there- 
fore.    It  was  not  neeeeeary  for  me  to  investigate  a  man  who  had  never  registered. 

Q.  Yon  donH  know  whether  they  went  to  First  avenue  or  notf — A.  No,  sir;  I  make 
BO  report  on  their  evidence. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  George  W.  Lottf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  never  saw  him  in  your  investigation  f — A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  Yoa  don't  know  whether  he  lives  on  First  avenue  or  whetlier  there  is  any  such 
man  or  notf — A.  I  inquired  at  834  First  avenue,  and  Martha  Ganlner  lived  there. 
She  aftsked  me  in  the  house,  and  1  talked  with  her,  and  I  asked  her  about  her  sou, 
Robert  W.  Gardner.  She  said  Le  would  be  in  in  a  few  minutes.  I  asked  her  about 
George  W.  LiOtt,  and  she  saifl  he  bad  lived  there  until  Just  l>elore  Christmas.  I  asked 
her  what  about  Leauder  McBride,  and  she  said  he  lived  there  and  showed  me  the  room 
where  he  slept.  I  asked  her  where  he  was,  and  she  said  he  had  moved  out  near  Mr. 
Bowles.    I  made  my  report  from  that. 

Q.  Yon  know  nothing  except  what  this  woman  told  youf — ^A.  That  is  all.  I  would 
like  to  say  tbat  where  the  witnesses  for  the  coniestaut  were  so  positive  about  their 
havixkg  examined  these  names,  that  they  looked  for  Lieander  McBride  at  834  First 
avenue,  and  said  that  Leander  McBride  did  not  live  there  but  Martha  Gardner  lived 
there.  The  next  name  on  their  list  is  Robert  W.  Gardner.  They  reported  they 
eould  find  no  such  number  as  834  First  avenue,  tor  Kol)ert  W.  Gardner.  They  found 
an  834  tirst  avenue  for  Leander  MoBride,  but  could  lind  no  such  number  for  Robert 
W.  Gardner. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  see  Robert  W.  Gardner  or  Georf^e  W.  Lott  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  Robert 
W.  Gardner  afterwards.  His  mother  used  to  live  on  Broad  street,  between  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth  streets,  two  doors  t^om  where  I  was  bom. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  known  Robert  W.  Gardnerf — A.  Ever  since  I  can  remember 
him. 

Q.  How  old  is  hef — A.  He  is  21  or  22.     He  is  22  years  of  age. 

Q.  Nearly  all  these  cases  investigated  were  registered  as  21  and  22  years  old,  were 
tiiey  notf — A.  Mr.  Montgomery  and  Mr.  Mixon  have  them  that  way,  but  I  found 
quite  a  number  of  them  who  had  registered  as  30,  or  40,  or  other  ages. 

(^,  The  majority  of  them  had  registered  as  21  or  22 f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  cause  of  their  being  investigated f — A.  I  could  not  say  that. 

(^.  Don't  you  know  there  was  complaint  of  the  large  number  of  colored  boys  reg- 
istered as  21  or  22  years  of  agef — A.  I  should  beg  to  diifer  with  you  on  their  Veport. 
They  have  in  very  few  instances  questioned  their  age;  their  investigation  was  usu- 
ally on  the  question  of  their  residence.  1  suppose  that  out  of  the  430  there  are  not 
more  than  20  whose  ages  are  questioned. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  that  was  the  cause  of  the  investigation — that  large  num- 
ber being  registered  as  21  or  22  f — A.  Their  cry  was  that  and  nonresidence. 

Q.  Did  you  investigate  to  see  if  Henry  Willis's  name  was  on  the  voters'  bookf — 
A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  on  the  bookf — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  not  registered,  and  don't  appear  on 
the  voters'  book. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Philip  Mosely,  No.  17  McCartan  street.  What  did  yon  find 
about  him  f — A.  Contestant  s  witnesses  claimed  that  Fannie  Mason  lived  at  that  num- 
ber and  Philip  Mosely  did  not.  I  went  there  and  saw  Fannie  Mason  standing  in 
the  door  of  that  number.  I  asked  her  what  was  her  name,  and  she  said  it  was  Fannie 
Mason — that  sometimes  she  was  called  Fannie  Mason  and  sometimes  Fannie  Mosely. 
While  I  was  talking  to  her  Philip  came  up.  He  said,  "What  do  you  want,  Mr. 
Davisf"  1  said.  "I  want  you."  He  said,  ''What  have  I  donef "  I  said,  ''Nothing. 
Did  you  register  f"  He  said  he  did,  and  I  asked  him  where  from,  and  he  said  from 
No.  17  McCartan  street.  I  asked  him  if  he  lived  there  now,  and  be  replied  that  he 
did,  and  that  he  ran  the  little  shop  Just  across  the  street  there. 

(j.  Did  you  know  Philip  Mosely  before  this  investigation  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  He 
worked  for  me  last  year,  and  I  paid  him  as  Philip  Mosely. 

Q.  Did  yon  register  him  in  the  Third  Wardf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  not  sworn  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  about  Jub  Glover f — A.  I  found  him. 

Q.  Did  yon  know  him  before  this  investigation f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long f— A.  I  have  bad  him  working  for  me,  and  he  worked  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. 

Q.  What  was  the  contestant's  report  on  him  f — A.  They  said  the  parties  don't  know 
him. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  he  lived  f — ^A.  Mv  report  is  that  I  had  no  trouble  in  finding 
Jab.    He  is  in  Garrity's  alley,  back  of  17  McCartan  street. 

Q.  What  about  Charles  Pringlef — A.  I  never  investigated  him.  The  contestant's 
witnesses  olaimed  they  oould  not  find  him.  I  examined  the  voters'  book  and  found 
ke  was  not  registered. 
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Q.  What  about  Frank  Eppsf — A.  I  saw  his  mother. 

Q.  Did  7oa  see  Frank?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  acre  did  he  register  asf^A.  He  registered  as  being  21  years  of  age. 
There  are  three  brothers  of  tnem. 

Q.  Did  they  all  register  from  the  same  place f-— A.  No,  sir;  Frank  liyee  on  Ellis 
street,  one  of  the  other  two  lived  on  Broad  street,  and  the  remaining  one  lived  on 
Telfair  street. 

Q.  What  ages  did  they  register?— A.  I  think  21,  22,  and  23. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Frank  Epps  before  this  investigation ?~A.  Tea,  sir;  I  knew 
Frank,  John,  and  Riley. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  he  is  21  years  of  age? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  present  at  bia  birth; 
but  if  I  was  put  on  the  stand  to  Jndge  his  age  from  his  appearance  I  should  say  he 
was  about  that  age. 

Q.  Did  ^on  find  him  at  1358  Ellis  street?— A.  Yes,  sir;  but  the  oontestaaf s  wit- 
nesses claimed  they  were  looking  for  him  at  1353  Ellis. 

Q.  How  far  apart  are  those  numbers? — ^A.  Five  or  six  houses. 

Q.  What  is  the  distance  between  them?— A.  About  75  or  100  yards. 

Q.  Parties  at  1358  would  be  liable  to  know  the  inmates  of  1353,  would  they  not?— 
A.  Sometimes  they  would. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  about  Jim  Allen ?^A.  Contestant's  witnesses  looked  for  him 
on  Cnmming  street,  between  Calhoun  and  Barnes,  and  report  that  Maria  HoUoway 
says  he  is  in  Port  Royal,  having  left  about  a  week  before  they  made  their  investiga- 
tion, which  was  in  September.  1  found  he  registered  in  August,  1895.  The  £soe  of 
it  showed  he  was  a  legal  voter. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Jim  Allen?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  who  had? — ^A.  No,  sir.  As  1  say,  I  base  my  claims  on  their 
remarks  and  their  evidence;  and  after  examining  the  voters'  book,  no  sensible  man 
would  say  he  was  not  a  legal  voter. 

Q.  How  about  Ed.  Hill?— A.  Contestant's  report  was  there  was  no  such  number  or 

S»rson  to  be  found.  1  found  that  they  were  looking  for  the  wrong  number  again  for 
d.  Hill.  He  registered  from  1516  Railroad  avenue  and  lived  with  Dock  Robinson. 
They  were  looking  three  blocks  above  there  on  the  1800  block  and  he  registered  from 
the  1500  block.    I  found  him. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  previous  to  this  investigation? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  relied  upon  his  statement  as  to  where  he  lived?— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  of  the 
man  he  lived  with. 

Q.  Is  he  living  there  now? — A.  He  was  when  1  saw  him. 

Q.  Is  he  now  living  there? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  your  investigation? — A.  In  the  month  of  January  and  part 
of  the  time  in  December.  I  investigated  the  same  evening  that  I  would  hear  the 
names  called  out  here.  I  knew  nearly  all  the  men  myself,  and  would  go  right  off 
and  investigate  them.    I  then  went  again  and  took  two  men  with  me. 

Q.  What  about  William  Smith,  1561  Railroad  avenue? — A.  Again  they  were  look- 
ing for  the  wrong  number.    William  Smith  registered  from  1568  Railroad  avenue. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  see  hiru,  did  you  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Had  no  talk  with  him? — A.  I  inquirea  there  and  found  he  did  live  there,  and 
everybody  knew  him  well.  I  went  to  the  house,  which  was  in  an  old  field,  but  the 
house  was  locked  at  the  time.    That  was  at  1568,  and  they  had  him  at  1561. 

Q.  Did  yon  Bee  him  or  have  any  conversation  with  him? — A.  No,  sir;  because  I 
found  he  lived  at  a  different  number  from  what  they  were  looking  for. 

Q.  They  might  have  been  looking  for  the  wrong  number,  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
investigation  on  your  part  he  might  not  have  lived  where  he  indicated? — A.  I  would 
answer  that  I  nearly  always  found  them  there.  I  don't  recall  a  single  instance  that 
I  did  not  find  them  if  I  went  to  their  house. 

Q.  What  is  your  report  on  John  Harris  ? — A.  Mr.  Bailey  and  Lee  investigated  him. 

Q.  Your  testimony,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  is  blank? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  about  John  Williams? — A.  Contestant's  witnesses  report  that  Edwards, 
the  hackman,  lives  at  the  number  given.  I  saw  Butler  Edwards,  who  runs  a  line  of 
hacks  here  in  town,  and  asked  him  if  John  Williams  worked  for  him.  He  said  he 
did  not,  but  had. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  that  John  Williams  lived  there  at  the  time  he  regiatcred?— A 
Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Did  jon  see  John  W^illiams?— A.  I  did  not.  Edwards  told  me  he  employs  a 
number  ot  negro  boys  during  the  season. 

Q.  Do  you  know  John  Williams? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Willie  D'Antignac? — A.  Yes,  sir;  ever  since  he  was  a  child. 

Q.  What  is  his  age?— A.  He  is  21. 

Q.  Did  he  register  as  thatf — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  should  Jndge  from  his  appearance 
that  was  bis  age.  He  lived  at  1236  at  the  time  he  registered.  His  mother  Uves  there 
now  ,and  she  told  me  he  lived  with  her.     He  is  not  in  the  city  now. 
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Q.  How  long  has  he  been  gonef — A.  Two  or  three  months. 

Q.  He  left  soon  after  the  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  the  first  time  he  regpstered  and  voted  f — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  He  registered,  and  voted,  and  left  the  city  f — A.  I  conld  not  say  that. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  many  of  these  people  who  were  apprehensive  of  prosecution  on 
acconnt  of  registering  from  improper  numbers  f — A.  1  never  found  a  boy  myself  that 
was  afraid,  but  I  did  find  some  women  who  were. 

Q.  The  women  were  apprehensive  the  boys  would  be  prosecuted? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  about  the  case  of  £ngene  Washington? — A.  They  were  again  looking  for 
the  wrong  unmber. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  find  him? — A.  I  don't  think  I  looked  for  him  at  all. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  about  him  except  from  their  report?  You  found  they  were 
lookinfc  for  the  wrong  number? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  from  the  voters'  book. 

Q.  You  pursued  your  investigations  no  further  after  having  ascertained  that  fact  ? — 
A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  know  him  personally? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  know  nothing  about  him  except 
from  the  registration  book  and  the  contestant's  claim. 

Q.   What  about  Richard  Diggs? — A.  I  know  Richard. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him? — A.  Five  or  six  years. 

Q.  What  age  did  he  register  as  being? — A.  Twenty-two. 

Q.  From  what  number? — A.  On  Green  street,  between  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth 
streets. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  him  living  there? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  is  living  there  now. 

Q.  How  did  you  obtain  that  information?— A.  From  himself  and  from  where  he 
liTee. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  he  was  living  there  at  the  period 
of  registration? — A.  I  knew  he  lived  in  that  neighborhood. 

Q.  What  is  the  contestant's  report  on  Lawrence  Johnson? — ^A.  They  report  they 
found  him  all  right. 

Q.  Did  you  investigate  him? — A.  No,  sir;  his  registration  was  not  in  question. 

Q.  How  about  Sam  Bates? — A.  I  found  contestant's  witnesses  were  looking  for  the 
wrong  number  and  on  the  wrong  street.  I  pursued  my  investigation  no  further,  aa 
I  did  not  think  it  necessary,  as  they  made  a  report  different  from  what  he  had  regis- 
tered at.  If  they  were  looking  for  a  man  on  Green  street  who  had  registered  f^om 
Broad  street,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  look  for  him  at  aU. 

Q.  Did  you  find  £.  B.  Butler? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him  in  person.  I  went  to  his 
shop. 

Q.  Where  did  he  live?~A.  At  1372  Gwinnett  street.  His  shop  is  on  Railroad 
avenae,  about  100  yards  above  Augusta  avenue.  I  asked  him  how  old  he  was,  and  he 
said  he  was  21.  I  asked  him  why  he  told  those  people  he  had  to  register  as  21, 
beoanse  he  had  not  been  here  long  enough  to  pay  tax.  He  said  he  did  not  tell  them 
that.  He  said  he  had  been  here  two  years,  and  had  bought  him  a  place  and  was 
paying  taxes  on  it. 

Q.  How  about  the  case  of  R.  C.  Bennefield? — A.  I  know  Robert. 

Q.  What  is  his  age?— A.  He  is  21. 

Q.  Does  he  live  at  the  place  he  registered  from? — A.  He  said  he  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  get  your  information  from  him? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  Chloe  Williams, 
who  lived  in  the  yard.  . 

Q.  Is  she  one  of  the  parties  mentioned  in  the  contestant's  testimony? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
At  that  place  there  are  two  or  three  houses  in  there  and  about  ten  or  twelve  negro 
families.  It  is  in  Mrs.  O'Brien's  yard,  on  the  corner  of  Marbury  and  Ellis  streets. 
Bennefield  now  lives  on  Pine  street. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  before  this  investigation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  his  qualifications  to  vote,  of  your  own  knowledge? — A. 
No,  sir;  only  that  he  is  a  young  man,  and  I  should  judge  that  he  was  about  21  years 
of  age. 

Q.  What  about  Wash  Harper,  1731  Hicks  street? — A.  I  saw  him. 

Q.  Did  yon  know  him  before  this  investigation? — A.  My  acquaintance  with  him 
has  been  very  slight,  but  I  know  all  his  people. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  in  reference  to  himf— A.  I  saw  him  on  three  di£ferent  ocoa> 
lions.     He  said  he  lived  at  1731  Hicks  street,  and  lives  there  now. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  about  Willie  Grippon? — A.  I  saw  him  in  person. 

Q.  Did  he  register? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  is  a  bricklayer,  and  I  think  he  did  some 
work  for  us  at  tne  engine  house.  He  said  he  considered  this  his  home.  He  some- 
timee  works  for  Mr.  Rounds,  over  at  the  Langley  Mills,  at  Langley,  S.  C.  He  said 
&at  he  would  probably  be  there  two  weeks  and  then  return  home. 

Q.  What  was  the  charge  against  him? — A.  They  claimed  that  his  home  was  in 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Q.  What  about  Charles  Mallory  ? — ^A.  I  know  him.  The  contestant's  witnesses 
claimed  they  could  not  find  him,  and  they  have  his  name  on  their  list  several  times. 
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I  examined  the  voters'  book  aud  found  that  he  had  only  registered  once,  and  that 
his  name  oul}'  appeared  once. 

Q.  Where  did  you  tind  he  lived? — A.  I  think  he  told  me  he  was  living  with  Mr. 
E.  K.  Schneider  out  on  his  farm,  near  Turpin  Hill.  He  said  he  lived  on  Rai)rf>ad 
avenue  when  he  registered,  and  that  Mr.  Schneider  raised  him. 

Q.  He  don't  chiim  now  to  be  living  at  the  place  he  lived  at  the  time  he  registered  ?— 
A.  No,  sir;  he  said  he  lived  there  at  the  time  he  registered. 

Q.  What  did  you  tind  about  Oscar  Hillf — A.  He  lived  with  Doc.  Robinson,  at 
1516  Railroad  avenue. 

Q,  Did  he  regiHter  from  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  age? — A.  He  is  21  years  of  age. 

Q.  Is  that  the  age  of  Charles  Mallory  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  should  judge  that  Oscar  Hill 
and  Charles  Mallury  were  about  21  years  of  age. 

Q.  Did  Willie  Grippon  register  as  21? — A.  I  don't  know.  The  contestant's  wit- 
nesses did  not  have  his  age  in  question  at  all. 

Q.  What  about  Tom  Talbert,  1323  Market  street?  -A.  1  know  him  well. 

Q.  What  is  his  age? — A.  He  is  21. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  About  ten  years. 

Q.  Did  you  know  he  lived  at  the  place  he  registered  from? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I 
know  where  he  works,  and  have  had  him  working  for  me. 

Q.  Briston  Williams  registered  at  what  age? — A.  At  21.     He  is  a  one-eyed  negro. 

Q.  Did  you  know  hiui  previous  to  this  investigation? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  he  lived  where  he  claimed  to  have  lived? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  ascertain  that? — A.  By  inquiring  at  the  place,  and  seeing  him  in 
person.  I  went  to  Lotz  alley  and  asked  a  woman  there  if  she  knew  him  and  knew 
where  he  was.  She  said  she  did  know  him  and  that  he  was  working  at  the  Sooth 
Carolina  Railroad.  I  asked  her  how  I  would  be  able  to  know  him  if  I  should  see  him 
and  she  said  he  was  a  one-eyed  negro.    1  went  there  and  found  him. 

Q.  He  was  not  sworn? — A.  No,  sir;  none  of  them  were  sworn. 

Q.  Willie  Powell  registered  at  what  age? — A.  At  21  years. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  said  he  registered  in  Spellman's  alley 
when  he  registered.     I  met  him  with  Klliott  Hammond — they  both  live  in  that  alley. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  except  what  he  told  you? — A.  No,  sir;  and  I  remember  the 
day  he  registered.  Mr.  Hughes,  who  runs  the  broom  factory,  brought  several  down 
to  register,  and  he  was  in  the  lot. 

Q.  Did  they  register  at  the  Third  Ward?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Lucius  Williams? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  known  him? — A.  Sometime. 

Q.  What  age  did  he  register? — A.  At  22. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  before  this  investigation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  he  lived  at  the  place  from  which  he  registered f — ^A.  Only 
firom  what  he  said — and  the  girl  who  lived  in  the  alley  told  me  so. 

Q.  Did  you  find  Elliott  Hammond? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  a&re  did  he  register  as  being? — A.  He  registered  as  22. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  before  this  investigation? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  did  not  know 
much  about  him.  I  knew  him  by  goin^  to  Mr.  Hughes's  shop  and  seeing  him  at  work 
there.     1  went  to  see  him,  and  found  him  at  his  work. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  talk  with  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  yon  he  lived  at  the  number  from  which  he  registered? — A.  Y'ps,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  way  you  knew  that  fact? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  remembered  him 
well  and  knew  where  to  tind  him.  When  1  went  to  investigate  him  I  found  him  still 
at  the  same  place. 

Q.  Do  you  know  John  Ramsey? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  lives  right  there  in  my  yard. 

Q,  Yon  have  known  him  how  long? — A.  Two  years. 

Q.  How  about  George  Richards  or  Richardson? — A.  Contestant's  witnesses  have 
him  on  their  list  as  George  Richards.  They  claim  he  did  not  live  there.  My  reply 
is  that  George  Richards  does  not,  but  George  Richardson  did  live  there  with  Joe 
Griffin.     He  appeared  on  the  list  as  Richardson,  and  not  Richards. 

Q.  Did  3'ou  kuow  him  previous  to  this  investigation? — A.  No,  sir;  except  in  seeing 
him  pass  through  the  yard. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  he  lived  at  the  place  he  claimed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him 
passing  through  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Joe  Griffin? — A.  Yes, sir;  I  know  him  well.  His  brother  lives  in 
the  yard  with  him  now.  They  had  Joe  registered  from  1200  Broad  street.  I  examined 
the  voters'  book  and  found  him  regibtered  opposite  No.  3  engine  house,  on  Broad 
street.  Opposite  No.  3  engine  house  is  No.  1236,  where  he  lived,  and  not  No.  12(X). 
No.  1200  would  be  200  yards  away.  They  investigated  and  could  not  find  No.  1200, 
and  stopped  without  inquiring  anywhere  else. 

Q.  How  about  George  Wiley,  at  1246  Green  street? — A.  I  know  this  negro.  He 
atole  a  canary  bird  from  me.    I  saw  him  in  person  afterwards.    I  recovered  my  bird. 
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and  did  not  press  the  case  against  him.  He  said  he  lived  at  1246  Green  street,  and 
was  now  driving  a  carriage  for  Mrs.  Snnliar.     He  is  a  yuung  negro. 

i^.  Did  yon  iind  Henry  Davis,  1457  Broad  street? — A.  Yea,  sir;  I  saw  him  and  had 
a  talk  with  him.  He  registered  as  21.  I  know  him.  He  has  a  large  lump  on  Ms 
jaw.     He  has  worked  for  me. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  the  place  he  registered  from  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  lives  on  Jones 
street  now. 

Q.  Y'ou  don't  know  whether  he  lives  there  now  or  uotf — A.  He  lived  right  across 
the  street  from  my  mother. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Willie  Myers? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  known  him? — A.  He  has  heen  working  for  me,  and  I  sup- 
poe^  I  have  known  him  for  eighteen  months. 

Q.  What  age  did  he  registiT? — A.  At  22.     I  should  say  that  was  his  age. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  he  lived  at  the  place  he  registered  from? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he 
now  lives  in  Leaser's  alley. 

Q.  He  has  moved? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(J.  What  about  Clias.  Gaunt? — A.  He  was  stricken  from  the  list,  as  having  given  an 
impossible  number,  by  the  board  of  registrars. 

Q.  So  that  he  did  give  an  impossible  number? — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  a  Charles 
Gaunt;  I  know  him  well  and  was  talking  with  him. 

Q.  Where  would  this  number  have  been  located? — A.  It  would  have  been  in  May 
Park.  I  believe  that  if  that  negro  had  appeared  before  the  board  of  registrars  and 
bad  a  hearing  his  name  would  have  been  allowed  to  remain  on  the  list.  He  lived 
down  near  this  new  church  that  they  are  building  about  75  or  100  yards  from  May 
Park. 

Q.  There  are  no  residences  in  May  Park  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Henry  Bowman? — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him! — A.  A  good  while. 

Q.  What  age  did  he  register? — A.  Contestant's  witnesses  have  not  given  hia  age. 
I  know  him  well,  and  saw  his  mother,  who  lives  on  Gwinnett  street.  There  are  two 
nambers  1470  on  that  street,  and  I  saw  both  of  the  houses  with  those  numbers.  He 
lived  at  1470  when  I  saw  him.  I  went  to  the  1470  where  Emile  W^right  lives,  and  she 
told  me  that  Henry  Bowman  did  not  live  there.  I  went  to  the  other  1470  and  saw 
Aurella  Bowman,  and  she  said  that  Henry  Bowman  did  live  there. 

Q.  So  you  have  Henry's  statement  that  he  lived  at  1470? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I 
know  him. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  in  regard  to  Charles  Turner,  Gwinnett  street,  between 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streeta? — A.  Contestant's  witnesaea  claimed  he  could  not  be 
found  on  that  block.  Upon  examining  the  voters'  book  I  found  that  Charles  regis- 
tered from  South  Boundary  street,  which  would  be  half  a  mile  from  where  they  were 
investigating.    I  never  investigated  him  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Never  saw  him  that  you  know  of? — A.  I  might  have  found  him,  but  I  did  not 
investigate  him  for  the  reaaon  that  they  were  looking  for  a  m:in  that  did  not  exist. 

Q.  Did  you  knowW.  H.  Horton? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  have  known  him  for  live  or  six 
years.     I  see  him  almost  every  day  of  my  life. 

Q.  Do  you  know  he  registered  from  the  place  where  he  now  lives? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
contestant's  witnesses  have  him  registered  differently  from  what  he  did  register. 
They  have  him  as  Wm.  H.  Horton,  23  years  of  age,  1010  Gwinnett  street,  and  report: 
"There  is  no  1010,  but  a  1008  and  1014.  ^o  such  party  or  number."  I  found  from 
the  voters'  book  that  W^m.  H.  Horton  registered  from  1018.  There  is  a  1018,  two 
doors  from  1014,  and  Wm.  H.  Horton  did  live  there.  He  works  for  Mr.  Henry 
Kennedy,  on  Broad  street. 

Q.  What  age  did  John  Johnson  register? — ^A.  As 22,  and  from  1530  Fifteenth  street. 
Neither  myself,  Bailey,  or  Lee  investigated  him  because,  upon  examining  the  voters' 
book,  it  was  found  that  he  was  a  white  man.  I  knew  him  myself,  and  knew  he  was 
a  motorman  on  the  street  railway  here.  They  were  looking  for  a  colored  man.  I 
found  no  colored  John  Johnson  registered  at  all. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  he  lived  at  1330  Woodlawn  avenue?— A.  No,  sir. 
Because,  it  was  two  different  people,  and  there  was  no  necessity  of  my  investigating 
it  at  all,  as  John  Johnson  was  not  in  question,  and  I  ought  to  have  reported  him  as 
not  regiatered. 

Q.  What  about  Anderaon  Maaon  ? — ^A.  I  know  him  like  a  book.  He  i822  yeara  of  age, 
and  livea  at  No.  25  McCartan  street.  I  waa  present  the  day  he  registered.  He  came 
np  of  his  own  accord  and  registered  without  anything  being  said  to  him.  He  worked 
at  the  Planters'  Hotel  right  across  the  street  as  a  waiter.  His  name  appeared  in  the 
Tribune,  and  he  wanted  me  to  write  him  a  card  to  be  published  in  the  Herald  in 
answer  to  the  Tribune's  article.  I  told  him  to  go  and  see  Mr.  Bohler.  He  now  lives 
at  theplace  mentioned,  and  I  see  him  every  day. 

Q.  What  about  the  case  of  Simon  Walker? — ^A.  Contestant  reports  No.  1210  Gwin- 
nett atreet  aa  a  vacant  lot.    I  examined  the  votera'  book,  and  found  they  were  again 
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looking  for  the  wrong  Dumber,  as  Simon  had  registered  from  1409  Thomas  street— a 
different  street  altogether. 

Q.  You  pursued  your  investigation  no  further? — A.  No,  sir;  for  the  simple  reason 
that  Simon  Walker  was  not  registered  from  1210  Gwinnett  street. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Pt'ter  ReidT-— A.  I  know  him  well. 

Q.  What  is  his  age?— A.  lie  is  21.  lie  registered  from  127  Twelfth  street.  I 
should  say  ho  whh  about  21  years  of  age  from  his  appearance.  1  saw  biui  and  spoke 
to  him.  lie  now  lives  in  Silver  Block.  He  is  a  fisnerman,  and  is  at  this  time  down 
the  river  fishing. 

Q.  Did  you  know  he  lived  at  the  place  claimed? — A.  Yes,  sir.  John  H.  Jones  keeps 
a  shoo  store  there  now.    It  is  witbin  100  yards  of  where  1  live. 

Q.  Did  yon  tind  Dan  Williams? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  here  to-day. 

C^.  What  is  his  agef — A.  He  is  22,  and  registered  from  Tenth  street,  between  Mil- 
ler and  Hopkins.  Contestant  claims  his  wife  said  he  was  going  on  25  years  of  age. 
I  saw  his  wife,  and  she  told  me  that  she  told  those  gentlemen  he  was  22  or  23;  that 
she  did  not  know  his  age  exactly ;  that  Mr.  Williams  asked  her  if  he  waa  not  24  or 
25,  and  she  said  she  did  not  know,  and  Mr.  Williams  said  he  would  put  it  down  as 
25.  I  saw  Dan,  and  he  said  he  lived  at  tbe  place  he  registered  from.  That  was  he 
who  came  in  the  door  here  a  few  minutes  ago  and  spoKe  to  me.  1  should  say  that 
was  his  age. 

Q.  What  about  Willis  H.  Lark? — A.  I  have  been  knowing  him  for  six  or  seven 
months. 

Q.  What  age  did  he  register? — A.  As  21,  He  goes  by  the  name  of  "Shorty."  He 
registered  while  1  was  at  the  Third  Ward,  and  came  tbere  with  a  crowd  of  hands 
from  the  brewery. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  lived  at  the  place  which  he  claimed  as  his  residence  mttbe 
time  he  registered ? — A.  Only  from  his  own  word,  and  fr^m  my  viaitinf^  the  house. 
The  claim  of  contestant's  witnesses  was  that  his  wife  said  he  was  born  in  1870,  and 
showed  them  the  family  Bible  for  proof.  I  went  to  the  house,  and  saw  his  wife,  and 
she  said  they  had  no  family  Bible,  and  furthermore  said  she  was  not  his  wife,  and  did 
not  know  his  age. 

Q.  Perhaps  vou  were  talking  to  the  wrong  woman? — A.  No,  sir;  this  woman  told 
me  these  men  had  been  to  her  house. 

Q.  Did  she  speak  of  having  seen  Mr.  Mont^mery? — A.  No,  sir.  She  said  she  saw 
Mr.  Williams,  and  that  he  came  there  on  a  bicycle.  She  said  she  had  no  Bible.  1 
saw  Willis,  and  should  judge  he  was  21  years  of  age. 

Q.  What  about  W^illie  Griffin? — A.  That  was  another  instance  that  I  did  not  inves- 
tigate, for  the  reason  that  contestant's  witnesses  were  looking  for  the  wrong  num- 
ber. I  found  from  Utie  voters'  book  that  he  had  registered  on  Broad  street  and  not 
Bay  street. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  lives? — A.  Yes,  sir;  of  my  own  knowledge.  He  lives  on 
Bay  street  now. 

Q.  Richard  Smalley  registered  at  what  agef — A.  They  have  him  reported  as  22. 
Their  report  is  that  his  sister  said  he  was  29  last  April. 

Q.  What  did  yon  find? — A.  I  saw  him  myself  and  talked  with  him.  I  have  been 
knowing  him  about  twenty  years,  and  knew  his  father  before  him.  I  asked  him  how 
old  he  was,  and  he  said  he  was  27.  I  asked  him  why  he  told  those  gentlemen  be 
was  29,  and  he  said  he  did  not  do  so.  I  examined  the  registry  book  and  found  him 
registered  as  27.  They  had  him  registered  as  22.  He  told  me  he  hail  re<^i8t«red  as 
27,  and  I  examined  the  voters'  book  and  found  that  was  correct.  He  said  he  had 
paid  $3  taxes. 


Q.  Joe  Cummin^;  what  about  Joe? — A.  I  know  him  well. 
(5.  W^hat  aire  did  he  register? — A.  Co 


Q.  W^hat  age  did  he  register? — A.  Contestant's  witnesses  have  him  aa  22,  at  9* 
McCartan  street.  I*  saw  him,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was  living  at  9^  McCartao 
street,  and  that  he  was  22  years  of  age.     He  looks  to  be  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  L.  A.  Tolbert? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  him  well. 

Q.  What  age  did  he  register? — A.  They  have  him  as  21.  Their  report  was  his  sis- 
ter said  he  was  29  last  December.  To  me  his  sister  denied  that,  and  said  she  did  not 
tell  them  any  such  thing.  I  saw  Tolbert,  and  he  said  he  was  only  21  years  of  aee. 
You  can  see  him  any  time  you  wish  at  the  Planters'  Hotel.  He  looks  like  he  is^l^ 
and  is  in  a  band  here. 

Q.  What  about  R.  E.  Williams,  No.  19  Secoud  <ivenue? — A.  Contestant  reports  do 
anch  number.  I  found  from  examining  the  voters'  book  that  R.  £.  Williams  regis- 
tered from  918  First  avenue.  So  they  were  off  in  looking  for  the  number  and  for 
the  street.  1  did  not  investigate  any  further,  because  R.  £.  Williams  had  not  reg- 
istered according  to  their  number  and  location. 

Q.  W^hat  about  Anderson  Williams,  21,  865  First  avenue?  "  His  mother  says  he  is 
only  18  years  of  age." — ^A.  I  saw  his  mother,  and  she  denied  saying  that  his  a^ 
was  only  18  years.  She  said  those  gentlemen  were  talking  to  her  about  a  ride  m 
Hamburg,  across  the  river  here,  and  that  they  never  mentioned  Anderson's  age  at 
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all.  She  said  he  was  21  yoars  of  iip^e,  aud  that  if  I  would  wait  until  dinner  time, 
when  he  came  home  from  his  work,  I  could  see  him,  but  I  did  not  wait. 

Q.  What  about  RusaellJ.  Keith,  21,  1438  Estes  street?— A.  They  swear  he  lives 
there,  but  is  about  40  years  of  a|;e.  I  saw  his  father  and  mother,  and  they  both 
stated  that  he  was  21  when  he  registered. 

(^.  Did  you  tiud  Kobt.  Wilson f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him,  and  he  said  he  lived  near 
Maubury  on  Telfair  street,  which  is  near  1210;  that  he  lived  there  when  he  regis- 
tered, and  now  lives  on  Bay  street. 

Q.  You  simply  have  his  statement? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  know  him  myself. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Will  Hughes? — A.  I  know  him  very  well,  aud  have  known  him 
since  he  was  a  boy.  Coutestunt's  witnesses  claim  he  registered  from  No.  14  Tenth 
street,  and  that  Mr.  Derry  Law  lived  there.  He  registered  from  1421  Tenth  street, 
and  did  live  there,  and  lives  there  now. 

Q.  How  did  you  obtain  his  residence? — A.  From  the  voter's  book,  and  from  his 
statement.    They  were  looking  at  a  place  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  where  he  lives. 

i^.  What  about  George  Swan? — A.  That  is  another  instance  of  where  they  were 
looking  for  the  wrong  u umber. 

Q.  And  yon  made  no  investigation  yourself  ?— A.  No,  sir.  My  recollection  is  that 
I  went  to  his  house. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  3*ou  kuow  B^u  Howard?— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  fish  seller. 

Q.  Did  yon  know  him  before  this  investigation  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  about  the  case  of  John  Mitchell? — A.  Contestant's  witnesses  report  that 
is  "O.  K.,*'and  they  found  him  all  right. 

Q.  How  about  Jim  .Johnson? — A.  i  know  him. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him? — A.  For  ten  years,  I  suppose. 

Q.  What  age  did  he  register? — A.  As  21. 

Q.  Do  you  l(now  he  lived  at  the  place  he  claimed  as  his  residence f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
and  he  lives  there  now. 

Q.  Your  information  was  derived  from  the  parties  themselves,  and  from  people  who 
lived  at  the  places  or  near  the  phices? — A.  With  the  exception  of  about  three  names, 
I  saw  all  of  these  men  in  person,  and  know  them. 

Q.  As  to  their  residence,  or  their  qualifications  or  agen,  you  know  only  from  their 
Btateuients? — A.  As  to  their  residences,  in  a  great  many  instances  only  from  their 
Htatement  and  from  what  1  found  upon  in([niriugat  the  house  if  they  had  lived  there. 
As  to  their  age,  I  could  only  judge  from  their  appearance,  and  they  seemed  to  be 
about  the  age  at  which  they  had  registered. 

Q.  Xe:irly  all  of  those  430  suspected  parties  are  registered  as  21  or  1^2,  are  they  not? — 
A.  On  the  list  I  suppose  there  are  25  whose  ages  are  not  (]uestioned.  In  a  number 
of  ciises  I  found  the  party's  age  ditt'erent  from  what  contestant's  witnesses  stated  it. 
Some  whom  they  have  as  21  are  registered  as  40  or  50  or  60. 

Q.  A  large  niiijority  are  registered  as  21  or  22? — A.  ^es,  sir. 

Q.  Your  sources  of  information  were  only  the  statements  of  the  parties  them- 
selves, as  a  rule,  as  to  these  (|nalifications? — A.  As  anile  they  were.  Of  the  two  hun- 
dred and  some  odd  that  I  saw,  I  have  known  some  of  them  in  person  for  from  one  to 
ten  years,  and  know  that  to  be  their  names. 

Q.  Where  you  found  that  the  investigators  for  the  contestant  had  gone  to  the 
wrong  number,  or  were  looking  for  the  wrong  number,  you  made  no  further  investi- 
(iration  yourself? — A.  When  I  found  a  name  they  had  investigated  I  would  look  on 
the  voters*  book  for  his  name,  and  if  I  found  that  this  man  lived  on  another  street 
or  a  different  number,  I  would  consider  that  he  was  not  questioned,  and  would  not 
investigate  him.  In  some  few  instances  I  did  investigate  them  and  found  the  par- 
ties had  lived  where  they  registered  from.  I  did  not  make  it  a  rule  to  do  so,  because 
they  were  looking  for  the  wrong  number  or  wrong  street. 

Q.  Your  rule  was  not  to  investigate  numbers  where  they  had  made  a  mistake  or 
had  put  a  man  in  the  wrong  locality  f — A.  It  was  not  a  rule.  I  did  not  think  it  worth 
while.  In  the  majority  of  cases  where,  according  to  their  report,  wrong  numbers 
were  given,  I  did  not  investigate  them  where  they  were  any  distance  off.  If  they 
vere  close  by  I  would  investigate  them. 

Q.  So  that  your  testimony  is  largely  made  up  of  hearsay  testimony;  that  is,  the 
statements  of  these  i)eople  themselves — and  the  same  was  not  under  oath?— A.  The 
parties  whom  I  saw  in  person  told  me  that.  They  were  not  under  oath.  As  I  say, 
I  knew  a  good  many  of  them  personally,  and  accepted  their  statements  without 
thpir  being  sworn.  I  found  them  at  the  numbers  from  which  they  had  registered. 
In  a  great  many  instances  they  live  there  now,  and  appear  to  be  of  the  age  at  which 
tbey  registered. 

(/.  How  long  were  yon  engaged  in  this  investigation? — A.  About  forty  days. 

Q.  Were  you  detailed  by  the  fire  department  to  make  this  investigation? — A.  I 
was  not.     I  had  a  leave  of  absences  from  the  department. 

Q.  Was  it  granted  for  the  purpose  of  making  this  investigation? — A.  It  was  not. 
Ipnt  in  an  application  for  a  leave  of  absence  for  three  months,  but  did  not  specify 
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what  I  wanted  it  for,  or  anything  of  the  kind.     The  leave  was  granted.    Usually 
throiifjh  the  year  I  often  got  off  for  two  or  three  weeks  or  lonjj^cr  at  the  time. 

Q.  Was  that  applicution  made  on  your  part  for  the  purpoBe  of  pnrsning  this  inves- 
tigation f — A.  It  was  not.  I  got  off  to  cooie  here  and  help  Mr.  Wright.  He  asked 
nie  if  I  would  couie;  and  as  those  geutleuu'U  have  beeu  very  kind  to  nie,  I  thought  I 
should  rt'turn  the  f«  vor  if  I  couhl.  They  turno<l  those  names  ovrr  to  me  and  1  inves- 
tigated them.  I  now  consider  myself  not  connected  with  the  tire  department,  us  I 
am  not  in  nnifonuy  hut  in  citizen  s  clothes. 

Q.  You  procured  this  leave  of  absence  for  the  puqiose  of  assisting  counsel  for  the 
contesteef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  appointed  bailiff  for  the  recorder,  at  the  instance  of  con testet^'s  coun- 
sel, and  served  in  that  capacity f — A.  Yes,  sir,  and  made  this  investigation  aud 
served  subpa'uas  for  them. 

Q.  You  made  this  investigation  while  serving  in  that  capacity  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  For 
the  last  thirty  days  I  have  devoted  my  time  especially  to  this  work. 

Q.  You  have  been  pretty  active  in  politics  for  the  last  lew  years,  have  yon  notf — 
A.  To  a  certain  extent  I  have. 

Q.  You  have  been  active  in  registering  votersf — A.  I  don't  think  I  ever  registered 
a  man  in  my  lite. 

Q.  You  have  been  active  in  seeing  that  they  were  registered  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  been  pretty  active  in  seeing  thjit  they  voted  during  electionsf — A.  I 
never  allowed  a  man  to  go  away  without  votiug  it  X  could  be  ol  any  assLKtaneo  to 
him.     I  think  it  is  a  privilege  every  man  should  exercise. 

Q.  You  have  been  known  as  a  Democratic  worker f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  l>id  you  get  off  from  the  lire  departuicnt  during  the  last  election  for  the  par- 
pose  of  working  in  the  intierests  of  Major  Black? — A.  In  the  first  part,  on  acconntof 
sickness,  I  was  off  on  a  leave  of  absence,  and  did  not  report  back  for  work  iiu  til  after 
the  election  was  over. 

Q.  Were  you  pr-sent  at  the  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Active  iu  working  for  the  int«^rest  of  Major  Black? — A.  Well,  yes. 

Q.  You  had  assisted  in  superviHing  and  getting  men  to  register  during  the  tea 
days  you  were  stationed  at  the  Third  Ward  p(dls?— A.  I  was  at  the  window,  and 
the  most  of  my  work  there  was  this:  Men  from  the  different  shops  and  factories 
would  send  8(]uads  of  five  or  six  men  there,  with  a  note  to  me  to  please  try  and  ;:et 
those  men  registered  that  they  might  return  promptly  to  their  work.  But  so  far  as 
my  going  out  and  getting  men  and  leading  them  up  to  the  window  to  register,  I 
never  do. 

Q.  You  did  supervise  the  registration  of  those  men  sent  from  the  shops  and  other 
indnstries  around  town? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  voted  large  numbers  of  the  same  men  at  the  election? — A.  1  could  not 
tell  you. 

Q.  You  assisted  in  votiug  a  large  number? — A.  What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

Q.  You  handed  them  tickets? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Saw  that  they  voted? — A.  I  would  see  that  they  went  to  the  voting  place,  or  up 
to  this  inclosure. 

Jamks  J.  Davis. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Harrow, 
Notary  PubliCj  Richmond  County,  Ga, 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  February  14,  1896. 

Friday,  February  14,  1S96. 
Present  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq.;  present  for  contestee,  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

C.  L.  BAILKY,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Coiikn,  Esq. : 

Q.  How  old  are  youf — A.  1  will  be  *25  the  coming  July. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resideut  of  this  city  ?— A.  I  was  born  and  reared  in 
Augusta. 

Q.  What  is  your  familiarity  with  the  colored  portion  of  the  community?— 
A.  More  than  an  average  familiarity. 

Q.  Were  you  engaged  with  Mr.  .lames  Davis  and  John  H.  Lee  in  getting  np names 
that  had  been  impeached  by  certain  parties  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Watson  as  being 
illegally  registerciW — A.  Yes,  HJr. 

C^.  Did  you  go  over  the  entire  list  with  Mr.  Davis  and  this  man  Lee? — A.  With 
the  exception  of  about  30  names:  and  Lee  was  with  me  for  the  rest  of  them. 

Q.  You  and  Lee  got  up  the  record  of  about  30  of  them  when  Mr.  Davis  was  not 
with  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  balance  of  them  you  were  with  Mr.  Davis? — A.  Yes,  air. 
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Q.  I  will  ask  yoii  to  look  over  these  62  pages  of  names,  with  which  yoa  are  practi- 
cally familiar,  and  tell  me  what  familiarity  you  have  with  the  reports  contained 
therein — whether  you  were  present  when  the  results  of  those  reports  were  procured 
and  when  written  down,  and  if  the  facts  contained  in  those  reports  are  true  or  not, 
in  a  general  way? — A.  These  memorandums  were  made  hy  Mr.  Davis  and  myself, 
and  were  transferred  from  our  notehooks  hy  Mr.  Davis  in  my  presence. 

Q.  Are  the  statements  contained  in  these  reports  true? — A.  They  are. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  were  with  Mr.  Davis  iiud  saw  all  of  these  ditfereut  parties,  and 
assisted  in  making  all  these  reports,  with  the  exception  of  about  30  names? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  got  those  30  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper? — A.  I  have;  there  are  pos- 
sibly one  or  two  more  than  30. 

Q.  Those  30  names  were  investigated  by  you  and  Lee? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  We  will  take  them  up  as  you  have  them  down  here,  and  I  will  get  you  to  give 
mt-  the  information,  as  this  memorandum  has  nothing  but  the  name  uu  it.  Take  the 
lirst  name  on  your  memoranda — John  Harris,  age  21 ;  revsidence,  1461  Tuttle  street. 
What  did  you  Knd  about  him? — A.  There  is  a  1461  Tuttle  street;  1  found  that  John 
Harris  lived  tbere  at  one  time,  and  works  for  Dr.  Stoney  at  the  present  time. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  testimony,  it  appearing  that  the  same  is 
founded  on  the  hearsay  statements  of  parties  who  were  not  sworn.) 

By  Mr.  Cohbn  : 

Q.  What  about  Henry  Williams? — A.  Contestant  says:  "Could  not  find  any  such 
person  on  Fifteenth  street."  Henry  Williams  registered  from  1504  Fifteenth  street, 
so  they  were  looking  for  the  wrong  number. 

Q.  Did  you  find  Stephen  Williams? — A.  Contestant  says:  "No  such  nnmber  on 
Fifteenth  street  as  1020."  There  is  a  1020  on  Fitteenth  street,  and  Stephen  Williams 
lives  there  now.     He  registered  from  1020,  and  we  saw  him  in  person. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  in  regard  to  Ned  Williams,  at  1220  South  Boundary  street? — 
A.  Contestant  reports:  ** William  Stuart  lives  there  and  does  not  kuow  any  such 
man."  We  found  there  was  a  Williams  who  lived  near  1220,  and  possibly  lived  at 
that  number.  1  remember  distinctly  that  there  was  a  Williams  living  at  this  num- 
ber.    We  got  our  inforipation  from  parties  who  lived  at  that  nnmber. 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  ihe  same  objection.) 

By  Mr.  Cohen  : 

Q.  Did  you  find  Jim  Williams? — A.  Contestant  reports  him  as  "21  years  of  age; 
residence,  1227  South  Boundary  street.  Nelson  Hudson  lives  there  and  does  not  know 
any  such  man."  At  this  late  day  we  could  not  get  any  information  relative  to  this 
man.  The  parties  who  lived  at  this  number  had  not  been  there  but  ior  a  short  time, 
we  were  informed. 

Q,  Then  you  could  not  get  any  information  from  that  party  as  to  whether  Jim 
Williams  lived  there  or  not? — A.  No,  sir.  We  in<|uired  in  the  neijrhborhood,  and  he 
seemed  to  be  pretty  well  known.  The  next  party  is  Wash  Johnson.  Contestant's 
witnesses  report  there  was  no  such  man  to  be  found  on  the  street.  We  found  him; 
he  lives  just  opposite  No.  921  South  Boundary.  He  owns  his  place  and  pays  taxes 
on  it,  and  lives  there  now.  Jim  Lovre,  1339  Harper  street.  Contestant  says:  "His 
brother  told  me  he  was  not  20  till  this  month — the  month  of  the  investigation."  His 
sister  («aid  Jim  was  21,  nearly  22;  that  he  was  next  in  age  to  the  oldest  sister,  who 
w:)s  21.  His  brother  denied  that  statement  to  us  emphatically,  and  said  he  did  not 
say  whether  Jim  was  20,  21,  22,  or  what. 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTNKss.  "Ed.  Williams,  21,  near  Lucy  Laney  Institute,  McKinney  street."  He 
paid  he  lived  near  the  institute  when  he  registered,  and  now  works  for  Mr.  A.  J. 
Gouley.     They  have  no  remarks  at  all  about  him  on  this  sheet. 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTXKS.s.  **CbarleH  (lilnier,  21 ;  27  Critz  alley.  Li/zie  Williams  lives  at  27  Critz 
alley;  she  knows  no  one  by  name  of  Charley."  Missouri  Appling  said  that  Charley 
did  live  there,  but  had  moved  in  November.  We  inquired  of  several  parties  in  the 
alley,  and  he  was  generally  known  there  bj-  at  least  half  a  dozen  as  having  resided 
there  within  the  last  year. 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTXKSH.  Contestant  reports :  "  Robert  Hubbard,  21,  corner  Ellis  and  Lovers  lane. 
Lovers  lane  is  aliout  1  mile  from  Ellis  street.  Can  not  find  any  one  by  that  n.ime." 
Tliis  man  lived  on  Carolina  avenue,  which  is  near  Kllis,  and  is  sometimes  called 
Lovers  lane.  He  is  at  present  working  for  Mr.  Lawrence,  on  his  farm  in  the  One 
hnndred  and  twenty-third  district.  Contestant  reports:  "Frank  Thomas;  age — ; 
residence,  517  Ellis  street.  No  hucIi  person  could  be  lound  living  there."  Parties 
who  lived  in  the  yard  said  he  had  lived  there,  and  had  gone  back  to  Carolina  before 
We  investigated.  There  were  five  or  six  doors  in  the  rear  of  517  Ellis  street,  occu- 
pied by  about  half  a  dozen  families.     We  inquired  of  several  of  them,  and  he  was 
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known  by  numbers  of  them,  and  they  stated  he  recently  lived  there,  but  had  gone  to 
Carolina  previous  to  our  investigation.  Contestant's  claim :  **  Charles  Mitcfaell ;  age, 
21;  residence,  15  Ellis  street.  No  one  lives  there  by  that  name.''  We  found  Frank 
Callaway,  who  lived  on  East  Boundary,  and  he  said  that  Mitchell  lived  on  the  comer 
of  Ellis  street  and  Carolina  avenue,  but  went  to  the  Atlanta  Exposition  and  they 
had  not  seen  him  since. 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  Contestant's  claim:  ''Samuel  Johnson:  age  21;  residence  19  Reynolds 
street.  There  is  no  such  number  on  the  street."  Tnere  is  a  No.  19  Reynolds  street, 
and  .Johnson  did  live  there.  He  has  since  moved.  He  worked  for  Mr.  Hass  in  his 
flower  garden  on  Green  street. 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTNKSS.  Contestant's  claim:  "George  Samuels;  age  21;  residence  comer  Dngas 
and  Carrie  stree.ts.  .lack  Collier  says  Samuels  lives  in  Carolina."  Lena  CmtchHeld 
lives  in  the  corner  of  KoUock  and  Dugas  streets,  and  said  Samuels  lived  on  Dngas 
street,  and  was  now  living  on  Florence  street,  and  that  he  knew  him  well. 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

WiTNKSS.  Contestant's  claim :  ''John  Williams;  age  21;  residence  433  Bay  street. 
No  such  person  or  number  on  the  street."  Mr.  Russell,  who  lives  on  Bay  street,  said 
that  Williams  lived  in  the  basement  of  Mr.  Muiray's  house,  but  that  the  house  was 
vacant  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Murray. 

Q.  Where  is  Mr.  Murray's  bouse  f — A.  It  is  on  Bay  street,  about  the  same  number 
that  list  shows;  it  is  near  433  Bay  street.  Mr.  Russell  lives  two  doors  above  where 
Mr.  Murray  lived. 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  Contestant's  claim:  "George  Clark;  age  21;  residence  Horseshoe  alley. 
Fanny  Jones  and  Henry  Harrison  say  there  is  no  one  living  there  by  that  name." 
Mary  Anderson  and  other  parties  who  live  in  the  alley  sny  that  George  had  lived 
there.     He  was  generally  known  by  others  in  the  alley  as  having  lived  there. 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same*  Objection.) 

Witness.  Contestant's  claim:  "Lindsay  Jacobs;  age  — ;  residence  Rolterson 
alley.  No  such  person  in  the  alley."  Charley  Jacobs,  a  brother  of  Lindsay  Jacobs, 
said  they  both  lived  in  the  alle^  and  regit<tered  nt  the  same  time.  Contestant's 
witnesses  have  him  registered  twice.     He  only  appears  once  on  the  list. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  him  personally f — A.  1  have  seen  him.  Contestant's  claim: 
"Robert  Smith;  age  21 ;  residence  16  Center  street.  His  wife  said  he  was  over  29." 
We  saw  Smith,  and  his  wife  said  she  did  not  know  his  age.  He  said  he  was  21. 
They  have  him  twice,  and  his  name  only  appears  once  on  the  registration  list. 

(Contestant's  counsel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  John  Thomas;  age,  21;  residence,  Ninth  and  Bay 
streets.  Ella  Hobbs  lives  there."  We  found  about  20  families  living  on  the  comer 
of  Ninth  and  Bay  streets.  We  saw  John  in  person,  and  he  said  he  lived  there  when 
he  registered. 

(Contestant's  couuHel  make  same  objection.) 

Witness.  "Contestant's  claim:  John  Matthews;  age,  22;  residence, Tenth  street, 
between  Second  and  Third  avenues.  Mr.  Swartz  runs  a  store  about  the  middle  of 
the  block,  and  says  John  did  not  live  on  that  block."  Mr.  Swartz's  store  is  on  Elev- 
enth street,  between  Second  and  Third  avenues.  So  they  were  looking  on  the  wrong 
street.  Johu  lived  there  when  he  registered.  *'  Contestant's  claim :  William  Elliott; 
age,  23;  residence,  comer  Sixth  and  Fen  wick  streets.  Rosanna  Collier  says  there  is 
a  boy  boarding  with  her  by  n.-ime  of  William,  who  came  with  Jake  about  a  week  ago. 
She  does  not  know  his  other  name."  liebecca  Kiley  says  that  .Jake  and  William  came 
to  Augusta  together  about  a  year  ago. 

(Contestant's  cnunsel  make  s;ime  ohjectio  i.) 

WiTNKSS.  "Cmtestaut's  claim:  Philip  Jones;  a^e,  21;  residence,  Ninth  and  Bay. 
We  could  not  tiiid  him.''  We  saw  Pailip  in  person,  an  d  he  said  he  lived  there  when 
he  registered,  anil  lives  there  now. 

(Contestant's  o  laiisel  make  nam  )  objeotion.) 

WtT?fESs.  vJoiitBstant's  claim:  Jnck  Green;  age.  21;  residence,  ft.33  Reynolds  street. 
Mr.  O.  M.  Stones  ",  mk  savs  she  i:j  tli»  only  colore  I  p  .^rson  on  the  nl:i'*e."     Jack  Ureen 
did  live  there  when  he  re j^isDered.     Mr.  Pnj.lit)r  au  i  other  tireiu  mi   know  him  well, 
and  th  it  he  wan  living  at  9 to  when  he  rei^Lstei-ed. 
(Contestant's  counsel  mike  3:i:ne  objection.) 

WiTNKSS.  " Conte.stant'8  claim:  John  Curry;  22;  residence,  827  Seventh  street. 
Becky  Loyd  iind  Elizabeth  Green  live  at  827  Seventh  street,  and  don't  know  any 
man  by  that  name."  We  saw  John  in  person,  and  he  now  lives  at  5.51  Calhonn 
street.  "  Coutestant's  claim :  Eddie  Williams ;  age,  21 ;  corner  Gwinnett  and  Twelfth 
streets.  Gibbs  Hey  wood  lives  on  the  corner,  and  don't  know  any  such  man,"  There 
are  four  corners  at  this  place.  Eddie  lived  with  Mr.  J.  H.  Kahrs,  who  lives  on  one 
of  t  he  corners.     He  drove  Mr.  Kahrs's  delivery  wagon. 
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Cross- examination  by  B.  M.  Gro8S,  Esq. : 

Q.  Yon  say  you  live  in  the  city  of  Au^^nsta? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  business? — A.  1  was  employed  at  the  Georgia  Railroad,  in  the 
pattern  shop. 

i^.  Are  you  employed  there  uowf — A.  No,  sir;  not  at  this  time.    I  was  suspended. 

Q.  How  long  since? — A.  Possibly  ninety  days. 

(J.  Were  you  permanently  suspended f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  expect  to  go  back  to  work  at  the  same  job  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

Q.  You  say  you  went  with  Mr.  Davis  and  Lee  during  all  this  investigation? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  with* the  exception  of  those  30  names  I  have  just  given.  On  those  Mr. 
DaTis  did  not  accompany  us. 

Q.  You  investigated  the  other  400  names? — A.  With  them  personally;  yes,  sir. 

V.  Who  did  the  writing? — A.  All  three  of  us  made  memorandums,  and  they  were 
transferred  from  our  notebooks  to  these  reports,  in  our  presence,  by  Mr.  Davis. 

Q.  Did  you  make  memorandums  in  each  place? — A.  We  stopped  at  every  house 
where  we  investigated  a  party,  and  ma<le  the  memorandums  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  Did  von  know  .lohn  Harris  before  you  investigated  him? — A.  No,  sir;  I  would 
not  say  I  knew  him  personally. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  whether  the  man  calling  himself  John  Harris  was  really  John 
Harris  or  not? — A.  In  that  particular  case,  no,  sir. 

Q.  Some  other  man  might  have  been  imposing  on  you  for  John  Harris  and  yon  not 
know  any  better,  might  he  not? — A.  I  think  I  would  know  better,  because  we  made 
a  thorough  investigation. 

Q.  How  thorough  did  you  make  it?  You  talked  with  John  Harris  or  the  n^an  who 
represented  himself  to  be  John  Harris? — A.  Yes,  sir;  then  we  would  inqnire  aronnd  in 
the  neighborhood  and  of  prominent  people  who  lived  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the 
parties  we  investigated  were  generally  known. 

Q.  Did  any  prominent  person  identify  this  man  as  John  Harris? — A.  I  could  not  say 
he  did.  lint  while  we  were  going  aronnd  investigating  those  names  we  did  not  con- 
line  ourselves  to  the  party  being  investigated  at  all,  but  made  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion in  the  neighborhood. 

Q.  You  have  no  evidence  that  the  man  claiming  himself  to  be  John  Harris  is  John 
Harris? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  only  took  his  statement? — A.  And  that  of  people  residing  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

Q.  John  Harris  was  not  sworn  when  he  told  yon  these  things? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  jnst  went  in  the  neighborhood,  found  a  man  who  said  he  was  John  Harris 
and  that  he  lived  there  at  the  time  he  registered? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  never  swore  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

<^.  S<>  that  your  evidence  on  that  line  is  simply  the  sayings  of  this  strange  party 
to  yon,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Take  Henry  Williams.  You  say  "they  were  looking  for  the  wrong  number." 
You  got  that  from  their  report,  did  yon  not? — A.  Yos,  sir;  we  found  num Iters  of 
caftes  like  that. 

Q.  You  say  in  yonr  report  that  they  were  looking  for  the  wrong  number.  Do  you 
know  whether  or  not  the  man  you  found  at  1504  Fifteenth  street  was  Henry 
Williams? — A.  Not  positively ;  no,  sir. 

(^.  Do  yon  know  whether  those  gentlemen  went  to  the  number  you  found? — A. 
Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  You  don't  know  where  they  went? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  they  actually  went  to  the  number  which  was  the  oor- 
re^'t  number? — A.  No,  sir. 

i^.  Take  the  ease  of  Stephen  Williams.  Did  you  know  Stephen  before  this  inves- 
tigation?— A.  No,  sir;  I  had  no  acquaintance  with  him. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  him  while  on  this  investigation? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  found  him  in 
person  at  No.  1020  Fifteenth  street. 

(^.  The  information  that  you  have  tabulated  on  this  sheet  yon  got  from  Stephen 
himself— A.  Yes,  sir;  personally. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  swear  Stephen,  did  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  except  what  lie  told  yon  in  reference  to  his  qualifications  to 
register,  or  his  registering  from  that  number? — A.  I  met  him  in  his  mother's  pres- 
ence.    There  is  a  1020  Fifteenth  street. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  he  was  Stephen  Williairs  or  not,  do  yon? — A.  He 
Mated  he  was,  and  I  saw  his  mother,  and  she  stated  he  was  Stephen  Williams. 

Q.  You  have  the  statement  of  himself  and  his  mother  that  he  was  Stephen  Wil- 
liams?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  know  about  his  being  Stephen  Williams.  You  never  knew  him 
before  this  investigation? — A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  What  about  tlie  case  of  Ned  Williams? — A.  There  was  a  Williams  who  lived 
near  1220,  and  the  parties  at  1220  South  Boundary  street  remember  distinctly  a  Wil- 
liams living  at  that  number  at  the  time  the  registration  was  being  carried  on. 
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Q.  You  don't  know  whether  it  was  Ned  Williams  or  not,  do  youf — A.  They  dis- 
tinctly remembered  this  party  living  there.  I  have  on  this  memorandnm  that  there 
was  a  Williams  living  near  1220. 

Q.  You  (lon*t  know  whether  it  was  Ned  Williams  or  not,  do  you? — A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  see  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  the  statements  of  people  who  live  near  by? — A.  I  have  the  state- 
ments of  people  who  live  in  that  house. 

Q.  Who  are  the  people  who  gave  you  that  statement? — A.  The  woman  who  lived 
in  the  house. 

Q.  What  was  her  name? — A.  I  don't  recall  her  name  Just  at  this  time,  bat  it  woald 
be  a  very  eas^^  matter  to  find  out. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  her  name? — ^A.  I  knew  it  at  the  time  of  the  investigation, 
because  I  went  out  there  and  investigated  the  name  myself  personally. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  this  woman  before  this  investigation? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  All  you  know  is  tl\^t  a  colored  woman  said  one  Williams  lived  there  at  the 
time  of  registration,  but  she  did  not  say  whether  it  was  Ned  Williams  or  some  other 
Williams f — A.  She  said  she  remembered  distinctly  a  Williams  that  lived  there,  and 
that  he  said  he  was  coming  down  and  register. 

Q.  Slie  did  not  tell  you  that  it  was  Ned  Williams? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  <lou't  know  the  negro  woman? — A.  I  did  know  her  name,  but  I  don't  recall 
it  now.     I  have  seen  her  a  number  of  times  before. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  her  before  f — A.  Out  there  on  Gwinnett  street.  I  have  lived 
out  there  in  that  neighborhood  for  ten  years,  and  collected  all  down  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. 

Q.  You  had  seen  her  when  you  were  out  collecting? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  she  a  married  colored  woman? — A.  I  could  not  state  that  positively. 

Q.  Did  she  have  a  family? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Is  she  a  young  woman? — A.  No,  sir;  she  is  a  middle-aged  woman. 

Q.  Does  she  keep  a  boarding  house? — A.  She  stated  at  the  time  that  she  kept  a 
boarding  house. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  her  name? — A.  Not  at  this  time. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Jim  Williams.  You  did  not  find  out  anything  about  Jim,  did 
you? — A.  No,  sir;  but  we  found  he  was  knowu  in  the  neighborhood. 

Q.  Who  knew  him? — A.  As  far  as  those  names  are  concerned,  X  inquired  at  several 
houses,  but  I  did  not  ask  their  names  particularly.  I  asked  if  they  knew  Jim 
Williams;  and  he  wiis  generally  known  by  the  neighbors. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  who  the  neighbors  were? — A.  I  did  not  ask  their  names. 

Q.  What  about  Wash  Jobnson?— We  found  that  W^ash  Johnson  liveil  oppcnite  921 
South  Boundary  street.  He  owns  his  own  home  and  pays  taxes.  Mr.  T.  F.  SicCarthy 
pointed  out  Johnson's  house  to  me. 

Q.  Take  the  ca^e  of  Jim  Lowe  — A.  I  saw  his  brother,  Marshall,  and  he  denied 
emphatically  that  he  made  the  statement  that  Jim  was  not  20  until  the  month  of  the 
investigation.  His  sister  said  that  Jim  was  21 — nearly  22,  and  was  next  in  age  to  his 
oldest  sister.     It  was  not  his  ohlest  sister  that  I  was  talking  to. 

Q.  All  you  know  is  what  his  sister  told  you? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  his  brother  denying 
that  he  made  tiiis  statement. 

Q.  How  about  Charles  Gilmer? — A.  I  went  to  27  Critz  alley.  Missouri  Appling, 
who  lives  at  27,  said  Charley  did  live  there  in  the  alley,  and  moved  in  November. 

Q.  Is  Missouri  Appling  a  rather  widely  knowu  woman? — A.  She  seems  to  be  gen- 
erally known  in  Critz  alley. 

Q.  Does  she  keep  a  boarding  house,  also? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Anything  like  a  colored  bagnio? — A.  No,  sir;  I  hardly  think  so,  becanse  she 
appeared  to  me  to  be  a  pretty  good  woman.  She  claimed  to  have  moved  here  from 
Columbia  County  about  five  years  ago. 

Q.  You  only  know  what  Missouri  Appling  told  you  about  this  man? — A.  Ami  also 
the  parties  at  that  number  knew  of  Charles  Gilmer. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  Charles  himself  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  had  any  talk  with  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  What  did  you  find  about  Robert  Hubbard? — A.  He  lived  on  Carolina  avenue, 
which  is  near  Ellis  street.  This  alley  is  sometimes  called  **  Lovers'  lane."  He  is  now 
working  for  Mr.  Bryan  Lawrence  on  his  farm,  and  lives  in  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty-third  district. 

Q.  i)id  you  nave  any  talk  with  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  your  information? — A.  From  the  store  on  the  corner  of  Car- 
olina avenue  and  East  Boundary. 

Q.  Who  keeps  there? — A.  I  think  the  gentleman  is  named  Mr.  McElhaney.  He 
said  he  knew  Robert  had  lived  in  the  neighborhood. 

Q.  You  got  no  definite  information  on  the  point  of  his  residence? — A.  I  got  the 
information  that  he  did  live  on  the  corner  of  Ellis  street  and  Lovers'  lane. 

Q.  That  was  largely  presumptive ;  nobody  was  willing  to  state  that  positively  ? — A. 
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No;  the  storekeeper  did  not  state  it  positively.  Frank  Callaway,  a  colored  man, 
vbo  works  at  the  Aiif^nsta  Compress  Company,  states  positively  that  Hubbard  lived. 
th«»re.     He  lives  near  there  himself. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Charles  Mitchell. — A.  We  foand  that  Mitchell  did  live  on 
Ellis  street,  but  went  to  Atlanta  during  the  exposition. 

i^.  Who  did  you  get  that  inibrmation  fromf — A.  We  made  inquiries  of  parties 
who  lived  in  the  neighborhood. 

t^.  Do  you  know  who  they  were? — A.  I  know  one  of  them,  Jim  Calhoun,  at  the 
colored  cemetery,  and  who  lives  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city.  1  inciuired  of  him. 
He  Haid  he  knew  Mitchell,  and  knew  he  liveil  there  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  city; 
that  he  went  to  the  exposition  and  had  not  returned. 

Q.  Did  he  say  he  had  carried  his  baggage  with  him? — A.  I  don't  know  that. 

<^.  That  was  given  you  by  whom? — A.  I  received  the  information  from  this  man 
Callaway,  and  also  from  James  Calhoun. 

<^.  Who  is  he? — A.  He  is  the  keeper  of  the  colored  cemetery. 

Q.  These  witnesses  trom  whom  you  got  this  inibrmation  were  not  sworn f — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Simply  vague  statements,  I  suppose? — A.  I  don't  think  it  is  a  vague  statement 
of  Calhoun,  as  he  is  in  a  position  to  know  nearly  all  the  negroes,  as  he  comes  in  con- 
tact with  them  day  in  and  day  out. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  whether  he  wa.s  telling  you  the  truth  or  not? — A.  I  believed 
him  to  be  telling  me  the  truth. 

Q..  You  had  no  evideuce  of  it  except  his  statement? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  Hnd  iu  re«:ard  to  Samuel  Johnson  ? — A.  Tlu-re  is  a  No.  19  Keynolds 
street,  and  he  lives  there.     He  used  to  work  ior  Mr.  Huss,  the  Horist. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Sam? — A.  Yes,  sir;  personally. 

Q.  Did  you  get  j'our  information  from  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  not  sworn? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q    Did  you  know  him  before  this  investigation? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  .\ou  know  that  the  man  who  represented  himself  to  you  as  being  Johnson 
vas  Johnsim? — A.  I  believed  him  to  he  .Johnson,  because  he  was  pointed  out  to  me 
at  the  flower  garden  as  JohnRou  before  I  approached  him. 

(^.  You  found  him  at  the  tlower  garden?— A.  Yes,  sir;  about  three  weeks  ago. 

Q.  You  <lid  not  find  him  at  thu  place  he  registered  from? — A.  No,  sir.  I  went 
around  there  und  found  there  was  a  No.  19^  Reynolds  street.  When  I  found  him  he 
claimed  that  he  lived  at  19  Keynolds  street  when  he  registered. 

Q.  What  did  you  lind  about  George  Samuels f — A.  Leon  Crutchtield  lives  on  the 
comer  of  KoUock  and  Dugas  strerts,  aud  luis  been  living  there  lor  seven  years.  He 
said  that  Samuels  did  live  on  Dugas  street,  and  was  now  living  on  Florence  street, 
and  that  he  knew  him  well.  In  cases  like  this,  wo  made  inquiries,  and  he  was  gen- 
erally known  in  the  community. 

Q.  As  to  the  balance  of  all  these  names  that  you  investigated ;  as  a  rule,  they  regis- 
terwl  as  21  or  22  years  of  age,  did  they  not  ? — A.  Some  diil,  and  some  did  not. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  the  nmjority  regi.««tered  that  way?  That  that  was  the 
reason  why  they  were  selected  out? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  large  number  of  those  parties  were  registered  as  21  or  22  years  of  agef — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  YoQ  are  not  any  better  acquainted  than  the  ordinary  citizen  with  the  colored 
yoath  of  Augusta,  are  you?— A.  Ves,  sir;  I  think,  more  than  an  average;  because  I 
have  collected  among  them,  and  have  collected  for  a  book  and  album  lirm  among  the 
negroes  for  quite  a  while. 

Q.  Would  that  give  you  opportunities  for  becoming  more  familiar  with  them  than 
the  average  man?     A.  Yea,  sir;  greater  than  a  large  nnuiber  of  people. 

Q.  How  long  since  you  collected  for  that  book  aud  album  firm? — A.  About  two 
years  ago. 

Q.  Is  it  not  likely  that  this  large  crop  of  21-year-olds  became  of  age  since  that 
time,  and  you  have  lost  your  knowb'dge  of  the  people  at  that  time? — A.  1  don't 
claim  that  I  was  ac({uaiuted  then  with  the  people  who  were  21  years  old,  because  I 
did  not  inquire  after  people  of  that  age. 

Q.  You  don't  claim  to  be  familiar  with  any  large  proportion  of  the  negroes  of 
the  city  of  Augusta? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Your  ac(iuaintance  is  limited,  is  it  not? — A.  It  has  been  for  the  past  two  years. 

Q.  It  is  likely  that  you  have  forgotten  a  great  many  of  those  you  knew  two  years 
ago? — A.  I  might  have. 

Q.  1  note  you  only  knew  one  or  two  of  the  parties  whom  you  investigated  out  of 
this  <iO  before  you  investigated  them.  Is  that  a  fair  sample  of  your  knowledge 
of  the  colore<l  people  of  the  city  of  Augusta? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  ;vou  think  you  knew  a  larger  proportion  of  those  you  did  investigate? — A. 
No,  sir;  I  don't  claim  that  for  a  moment. 

Q.  Yon  seem  to  be  acquainted  wiih  about  1  out  of  every  30.  Is  that  a  fair  esti- 
mate of  your  acquaintance  with  the  colored  people  of  Augusta? — A.  No,  sir;  that 
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does  not  apply,  because  it  stands  to  reason  that  I  might  know  15  ont  of  some  other 
So.     I  know  a  great  many  negroes  personally  in  the  city  of  Augusta. 

Q.  Your  acquaintance  is  more  largely  extended  to  the  older  class  f — A.  As  a  gtn' 
eral  rule. 

Q.  As  a  rule  you  are  not  familiar  with  the  younger  class  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  younger  class  do  not  buy  books  and  albums,  as  a  rulef — A.  No,  Hir.  Any 
number  of  the  women,  old  and  young,  buy  them;  and  occasionally  yon  will  strike  a 
man  who  will  buy  them. 

Q.  In  your  collections  you  found  that  the  middle-aged  women  were  usually  the 
people  who  paid  for  the  books  f — A.  I  generally  collected  from  them. 

Q.  So  that  your  acquaintance  among  the  youth  was  comparatively  limited! — A. 
Tes,  sir. 

Q.  And  this  was  quite  a  large  crop  of  21-year-old8  who  became  of  age  a  year  agof — 
A.  I  could  not  say,  because  I  don^t  know. 

Q.  Previous  to  the  close  of  this  registration  list  in  Augusta  something  like  3.000 
were  registered.  Ont  of  this  number  1,161  registered  as  21.  Don't  you  regard  that 
as  a  large  proportion  of  21-year-olds  out  of  a  voting  list  of  3,000f — A.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say. 

Q.  Don't  you  regard  a  registration  list  which  shows  more  than  one-thirtl  as  regis- 
tering as  just  21  as  being  rather  phenomeual  and  unnatural? — A.  Well,  I  don't 
know. 

Q.  Would  it  not  strike  you  as  rather  an  unreasonable  manifestation  of  Provi- 
dence f — A.  I  hardly  think  so ;  no,  sir. 

Q.  In  all  these  cases  you  got  your  information  usually  from  the  colored  women, 
did  yon  not? — A.  Not  as  a  rule;  no  sir.  From  both  classes — meu  and  women,  whit« 
and  colored. 

Q.  The  parties  who  made  the  statements  to  you  were  not  under  oath  in  any 
Instance f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  simply  the  statements  of  people  whom  you  would  find  in  the 
vicinity? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  iu  a  number  of  cases  the  parties  in  person. 

Q.  Ajs  a  rule  you  did  not  know  either  your  informants  or  the  people  whom  you 
were  searching  for? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  your  testimony  is  founded  almost  entirely  upon  the  statements  of 
people  whom  you  were  not  a(;quainted  with,  and  who  were  not  sworn,  and  whom, 
as  a  rule,  you  had  not  met  until  this  investigation? — A.  Not  in  all  cases. 

Q.  As  a  rule  my  question  is  true,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  as  a  rule. 

Q.  Don't  you  re«far<l  this  kind  of  testimony  as  very  uncertain  ? — A.  No,  air;  becauae 
I  do  not  think  that  if  I  would  ask  any  one  about  such  and  such  a  party  they  would 
try  to  throw  me  off,  especially  when  1  was  making  an  investigation  of  the  kind  that 
I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  laid  off  from  your  job  on  account  of  some  fault  of  yoursf — A.  I  was 
laid  off  for  the  simple  fact  that  I  went  to  the  Atlanta  Exposition  without  first 
obtaining  permission  to  do  so. 

Q.  So  that  you  were  laid  off  for  failure  to  report  for  duty? — X.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  And  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  company? — A.  I  don't  know  that  that  was 
any  violation  of  the  rules.  I  had  been  in  the  habit  of  laying  off  for  four  or  five  days 
at  the  time.  We  had  no  rules  at  all  of  that  character  when  I  was  working  in  the 
shop.    If  there  were,  I  never  heard  of  them. 

Q.  In  other  words,  you  failed  to  report  for  work,  and  were  suspended  on  accoant 
of  your  failure;  you  took  the  time  to  go  to  the  Atlanta  Exposition?  —A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  your  services  wore  needed? — A.  I  was  informed  recently  that  it  was  more 
to  learn  me  a  losstm  tban  anything  else. 

Q.  You  have  not  been  recalled  yet  to  your  work? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  any  notice  of  a  recall  served  on  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  that  you  will  be  recalled? — A.  I  believe  that  I  will. 

Q.  Yon  have  uothiug  definite  on  which  to  found  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

C.  L.  B.ULET. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barkow, 
Notary  PuhliCj  Rickmond  Countif,  Ga. 

A.  E.  WILCOX,  for  the  contestee.  sworn : 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq.: 

Q.  Where  do  you  livef — A.  At  No.  601  Twiggs  street,  iu  the  city  of  Augusta. 
Q,  How  long  have  you  lived  there? — A.  For  going  on  two  years. 
Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Augusta? — A.  Between  six  and  seven  years. 
Q.  Where  did  you  move  from  to  Augusta? — A.  Columbia,  S.  C. 
Q.  What  business  are  you  now  engaged  in? — A.  Merchandising. 
Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  special  election  held  iu  October,  18d5,  between  Major 
Black  and  Mr.  Watson  for  a  seat  iu  Congress? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Where  were  yoa  mostly  diiriDg  that  day? — A.  At  the  Second  Ward. 

Q.  Were  you  here  much  of  the  day,  or  ouly  lor  a  short  timef — A.  I  was  here 
pretty  niach  all  day. 

Q.  W^hv  were  you  here  nearly  all  dayf — A.  I  was  here  in  the  interest  of  Major 
Black. 

(^.  What  was  the  character  of  the  election  as  conducted  at  the  polls  that  day  as 
to  fairness,  freedom  from  intimidation,  and  the  general  honesty  of  the  election? — A. 
It  waA  all  right,  as  far  as  I  knew. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  or  bribery  around  the  polls  that  day  f — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  did  nut. 

Q.  Were  you  in  a  position  to  see  what  was  going  on? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

ij.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bryan  Lawrence  and  Mr.  Edward  Collins? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  them  carrying  negroes  to  the  i>o]]s  and  voting  them,  or  paying 
them  money,  or  anything  like  that? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

^.  Did  you  see  them  engaged  in  anything  like  repeating  voters? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
did  not. 

Q.  If  it  had  been  done  would  you  not  have  seen  it? — A.  I  was  right  at  the  window. 

(4,  If  repeating  had  been  done  at  the  Second  Ward  that  day  would  you  have  seen 
it  or  n ot  f — ^A .  1  w ould . 

1^.  Did  you  see  any  ? — A.  I  certainly  did  not. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  Were  you  actively  engaged  in  working  for  Major  Black? — A.  I  was  here  work- 
ing for  his  success. 

(^.  You  did  not  have  time  to  watch  very  closely  for  irregularities  that  day,  did 
yoQ? — A.  I  was  right  at  the  window,  and  would  have  been  in  a  position  to  have  seen 
it  if  anything  of  the  kind  had  been  on  hand. 

Q.  While  yon  were  talking  to  the  voters,  yon  could  not  have  seen  what  was  being 
done,  could  youf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  conld. 

Q.  How  long  were  yon  at  dinner  that  day  ? — A.  I  did  not  go  to  my  dinner  at  all. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  come  to  the  polls? — A.  When  they  were  iirst  opened. 

Q.  When  did  yon  leave  the  polls? — A.  Probably  half  an  hour  before  the  polls 
close<l.     I  did  not  notice  the  time  exactly. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  there  was  not  some  repeating  at  that  election,  are 
you? — A.  To  my  knowledge  there  was  no  repeating.    That  is  all  I  can  say  about  it. 

Q.  There  may  have  been  repeating  and  you  not  have  seen  it? — A.  I  conld  have 
seen  it. 

Q.  There  was  more  than  one  window? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  More  than  one  polling  place? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

il.  You  could  not  see  botn  at  the  same  time? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  While  you  were  engaged  at  one  window  you  could  not  have  seen  what  was 
going  on  at  the  other  window? — A.  I  can  only  swear  as  to  the  window  where  I  was 
stationed. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  white  or  colored  box  window? — A.  I  was  at  the  window  where 
the  colored  people  voted. 

Q.  There  were  only  two  boxes? — A.  That  was  all  that  I  saw. 

Q.  Yon  were  at  one  of  them  ? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  You  remained  at  or  near  the  box  all  day? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  not  more  than  ten 
feet  from  the  window  at  any  time. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  happened  at  the  other  box? — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  tell 
you  what  happened  at  the  white  box. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  tis  a  matter  of  fact,  that  a  large  number  of  colored  voters  voted 
at  the  white  box? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  prepared  to  deny  that? — A.  No,  sir;  I  can't  say  about  anything 
tha  I  know  nothing  about. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  money  being  passed  to  the  colored  voters  that  day  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepareil  to  say  money  was  not  passed  to  the  colored  voters? — ^A.  I 
coald  not  say  anything  abont  something  that  1  did  not  see. 

Q.  The  evidence  of  Dr.  Stradley  and  others  you  are  not  prepared  to  contradict — 
TOO  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  money  was  not  passed  to  tne  voters? — ^A.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  anything  about  anything  except  what  I  saw  myself. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  lived  here  live  or  six  years  ? — ^A.  It  was  between  six  and 
Kven,  I  think. 

Q.  What  business  are  you  engaged  in  ? — A.  My  place  is  located  on  the  comer  of 
Twigge — 601  Twiggs  street. 

Q.  What  character  of  merchandizing  are  you  engaged  in? — A.  Groceries  and 
liqnors  and  cigars. 

<^.  Is  yonr  business  mainly  grocery  business  or  mainly  a  liquor  business? — ^A.  It 
'u  about  the  same. 

(j.  You  keep  a  bar  connected  with  your  business? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  bars  kept  open  on  election  day  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  there  much  whisky  drank  or  handled  aronnd  that  election? — A.  If  there 
was  any  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  open  your  barf — A.  We  were  not  allowed  to  open  until  after 
the  polls  closed. 

Q.  Was  there  much  drinking  after  the  polls  closed  f — A.  There  was  not  mnch  at 
my  place. 

Redirect  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  John  D.  Sheehanf— A.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  one  of  the  managers 
at  the  colored  box  that  day  at  the  Second  Ward. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Sheehan's  character  in  the  community? — A.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
citizens  in  Augusta. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Sheeiian  says  there  were  no  colored  votes  polled  at  the  white  box  that 
day  would  you  believe  that  to  be  true? — A.  I  certainly  would.  I  would  take  hi:s 
word  anywhere. 

Q.  If  he  testities,  as  his  evidence  in  this  case,  that  no  colored  votes  were  polled  in 
the  white  box,  with  the  exception  of  one  man,  you  would  believe  that  statement  to 
be  true  I — A.  I  would;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  repeating  or  the  use  of  money  or  any  bribery  of 
Yoters  at  that  election? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  evidence  of  any  intimidation  there  that  day? — A.  Not  that  I  saw. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  were  not  the  Republican  voters  of  this  county  pretty 
onanimous  for  Major  Black? — A.  Yoh,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  allowed  to  vote  for  whom  they  pleased  without  any  impediments 
being  thrown  in  their  way,  were  they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  such  a  few 
Populists  here  that  I  don't  think  you  could  hardly  tell  who  they  were. 

Q.  Are  not  there  very  few  Populists  in  this  part  of  the  commanity? — A.  Yes,  sir: 
very  few  in  the  Second  Ward.  I  don't  think  there  are  as  many  as  50  in  the  Second 
Ward. 

Q.  Out  of  a  thousand  voters,  probably? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  complaints  that  day  about  anything  being  done  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law? — A.  I  did  not. 

RecroBS-examination  by  B.  M.  Gboss,  Esq. : 

Q.  If  Judge  Eve  swears  there  were  colored  voters  who  voted  at  the  white  box,  and 
Mr.  Sheehan  said  there  were  not.  you  would  be  in  some  doubt,  would  you  not? — A.  I 
would  have  to  take  Mr.  Sheehan  s  word  for  it,  because  I  know  him  well,  and  am  only 
slightly  acquainted  with  Judge  Eve. 

A.  E.  Wilcox. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Bichnumd  County,  Ga. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  February  17, 1896. 

Monday,  February  17,  1896, 
Present  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  present  for  contestee,  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

WILLIAM  F.  EVE,  for  the  contestee,  recalled. 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  When  you  were  on  the  witness  stand  you  failed  to  be  interrogated  in  reference 
to  who  was  the  chairman  of  the  campaign  committee  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
contest  between  Mr.  Watson  and  Major  Black. — A.  The  chairman  of  the  central 
committee,  or  the  one  mainly  in  charge,  was  Mr.  Boykin  Wright. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Boykin  Wright? — A.  He  is  an  attorney  of  the  Augusta  bar. 

Q.  What  is  the  position  Mr.  Wright  occupies  at  the  bar,  as  far  as  ability,  integrity, 
and  high  character  go? — A.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Augusta  bar; 
he  ip  regarded  as  a  lawyer  of  ability,  and  a  man  of  integrity  and  high  standing. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  any  expression  of  this  chairman  of  the  campaign  commit- 
tee, uttered  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  election  desire  to  be  held  in  1895,  and 
as  to  the  determination  of  the  Democratic  party  to  see  that  a  fair  election  was  held, 
and  that  contemplated  frauds  on  the  part  of  the  Populists  should  be  averted? 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  question,  because  the  same  is  hearsay,  and  a 
matter  which  could  not  possibly  illustrate  the  issue  now  being  heard.) 

Witness.  I  saw  a  great  deal  of  Mr.  Wright  during  the  campaign  of  1895.  In  every 
conversation  that  I  ever  had  with  him,  and  in  every  public  utterance,  he  expressed  the 
desire  and  the  determination  of  doing  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  any  fraud  or  irreg- 
ularities on  the  part  of  the  voters,  and  any  irregularity  on  cither  side. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Wright  held  any  official  position  in  this  district  daring  the  recent 
past? — A.  Mr.  Wright  was  for  twelve  years  the  solicitor-general  of  the  Angasta  cir- 
cuit, and  filled  the  position  with  ability  and  with  credit  to  himself. 


WATSON    VS.    BLACK.  623 

Q.  Was  that  position  elective  by  the  people,  by  the  legislature,  or  appointed  by 
the  governor f — A.  My  recollection  is  that  each  tune  he  was  elected  by  the  legisla- 
ture. Mr.  Wright  was  for  Home  time  a  director  in  the  Geor<;ia  Railroad  and  Bank- 
ing Company.  I  think  he  is  now  a  director  of  the  P^nterprise  Factory,  «ne  of  the 
largest  iuIUh  here,     lie  is  aLso  a  trustee  of  St.  Johu'8  Methodist  Charch. 

William  F.  Evk. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barkow, 
Notary  PubliCf  Richmond  Count y,  da, 

J.  U.  LEE.  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  was  your  avocation  up  to  a  very  recent  time? — A.  I  have  been  a  letter 
carrier  for  about  three  years  or  more.     I  .served  under  Postmaster  Denning. 

Q.  What  was  the  politics  of  Postmaster  Deiinin^f — A.  Me  was  a  Kejiubliean. 
Q.  After  yon  starved  under  him  aw  a  carrier  what  position  did  you  tillf — A.  After 
that  my  bnsineSM  was  soliciting  orders  and  collecting  for  Mr.  W.  H.  Hargroves,  a  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  who  was  dealing  in  pioduce. 

^.  Have  you  been  employed  in  any  other  capacity  under  the  Government  service 
than  that  of  letter  carrier  f— A.  Before  that  I  was  appointed  as  an  enumerator  of 
ceDBUs  dnring  the  taking  of  the  Eleventh  Census,  under  Mr.  Bowers.  I  was  from 
Warren  County. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Augusta f — A.  About  five  or  six  years. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics  in  national  atfairs? — A.  I  am  a  Kei)ublican. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  James  Davis? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  engaged  with  him  in  the  service  of  looking  np  the  location  of  certain 
Toters  whose  residence  was  impeached  by  certain  parties  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Wat- 
eon,  to  see  if  they  ha<l  existence  and  resided  where  they  said  they  did  and  were 
otherwise  qualified  for  legal  registration? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  accompanied  Mr.  Davison 
that  investigation. 

Q.  Look  at  those  sixty-two  tabulated  sheets  and  say  whether  the  results  set  out 
in  the  reports  made  by  Mr.  Davis  were  made  in  your  presence ;  whether  these  inves- 
tigations were  made  while  yon  accompanied  Mr.  Davis  in  his  investigation,  and 
wuether  you  assisted  in  the  locating  of  the  different  parties  and  the  establishment 
of  their  identities. — ^A.  I  will  say  this:  1  was  not  with  Mr.  Davis  at  all  times. 
There  are  several  names  that  I  investigated  in  company  with  Mr.  C.  L.  Bailey  when 
Mr.  Davis  ^'as  not  along. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  that  yon  were  with  Mr.  Davis  in  all  of  the  work  that  he  did, 
and  you  also  did  some  other  work  with  Mr.  Bailey  when  Mr.  Davis  was  not  with 
you? — A.  Y^es,  sir.    I  think  I  was  with  him  all  the  time  I  was  not  with  Mr.  Bailey. 

Q.  Look  over  that  report  and  state  whether  the  facts  set  out  in  those  tabulated 
sheets  are  true. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  will  swear  to  that  list  being  a  correct  list. 

Q.  And  that  the  reports  therein  contained  are  true? — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  say  you  accompanied  Mr.  Bailey  in  some  instances  when  Mr.  Davis  was 
not  with  yonf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Bat  that  yon  were  with  Mr.  Davis  in  all  of  them  that  he  investigated  ? — A. 
Tes,  sir;  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Have  yon  a  very  extensive  acqnaintance  among  the  colored  people  in  Richmond 
County  f — A.  I  have  a  pretty  good  acqnaintance  among  them. 

Q.  Y'on  were  a  letter  carrier? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  in  that  way  you  were  brought  in  contact  with  them  and  their  residences? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

C^.  As  an  intellip^ent  colored  man  yon  appreciate  the  fact  that  colored  people  move 
frequently? — A.  \es, sir.  They  are  not  as  a  rule  property  owners,  and  move  more 
^luently  than  thobe  who  own  their  homes.  I  know  some  families  who  move  nearly 
every  month.  October  is  the  moving  time  of  the  year,  and  there  is  quite  a  change 
about  that  time. 

Q.  Who  did  you  vote  for  in  the  election  of  October  2, 1895,  for  Congressman? — A. 
1  voted  for  Mr.  Black. 

Q.  Was  there  any  Republican  nominee  for  Congress  in  this  district  in  that  elec- 
tion?—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  a  Republican  nominee  would  you  have  supported  Mr.  Black  ? — 
A.  Xo,  sir;' I  should  have  supported  the  Republican  nominee. 

Q.  For  whom  did  the  Republicans  almost  unanimously  vote,  as  far  as  you  know, 
U)d  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief,  in  Richmond  County,  in  the  contest 
between  Mr.  W^atson  and  Mr.  Black? — A.  I  noticed  on  several  occasions  that  there 
^ere  numerous  meetings  held  in  the  various  wards  and  districts,  and  I  attended 
niany  of  them  and  saw  that  the  people  seemed  to  be  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of 
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Major  Black,  and  I  noticed  at  the  polls  that  they  were  doing  all  they  conld  for  his 
success. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  it  was  a  rare  instance  that  a  colored  Republican  in  this 
county  voted  for  Mr.  Watson f— A.  Yes,  sir;  the  great  majority  of  them  voted,  for 
Mr.  Black. 

Cross-examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside! — A.  In  Augusta. 

Q.  Have  yon  a  place  of  business,  or  do  you  sell  by  samples? — A.  I  go  oat  and  sell 
by  samples,  and  solicit  orders,  and  collect. 

Q.  You  have  no  fixed  place  of  business? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  since  you  quit  the  employment  of  the  Government  as  a  letter  car- 
rier?— A.  I  weut  out  November  15, 1893. 

Q.  Since  that  time  your  business  has  been  to  collect  and  solicit  orders  for  a  prodace 
firm? — A.  I  have  followed  other  business  also. 

Q.  That  has  been  your  principal  business? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Just  before  that  I  worked 
in  a  furniture  house  here,  and  at  times,  when  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  go  out  and 
canvass  the  city,  I  would  take  it  upon  myself  to  do  that. 

Q.  Did  you  take  an  active  interest  in  politics  last  fall? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  very  active 
interest. 

Q.  Did  you  assist  in  getting  colored  people  to  register  previous  to  the  closing  of  the 
registration  books? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  registering  place  did  you  make  your  headqaarters — at  the  court-hioaae 
or  at  the  Third  Ward? — A.  I  was  not  particular,  so  they  registered. 

Q.  You  worked  at  all  of  the  registering  places?— A.  Wherever  I  was  at,  and  oonld 
catch  a  man,  I  would  advise  the  people  to  go  and  register. 

Q.  Wherever  you  were  when  you  could  you  took  a  man  up  to  register? — A.  I  never 
took  them  up.  Sometimes,  when  a  man  was  in  doubt  as  to  where  he  should  go  to 
register,  I  would  show  him  the  registering  office.  Whenever  a  man  would  say  that 
he  would  do  it  some  other  time  I  would  go  with  him  and  see  that  he  registered  then. 
It  was  contemplated  to  put  out  a  Republicau  candidate  for  Congress,  and  I  thought 
it  would  be  wise  to  swell  the  registration  list  in  event  we  did  put  out  a  candidate. 
I  met  with  the  committee  and  told  them  it  would  be  wise  to  take  steps  to  putting 
out  a  Republican  candidate.  The  committee  agreed  with  me,  and  we  consulted  with 
the  chairman  of  the  district,  who  came  down  here.  They  said,  *'  We  can  not  do  any- 
tiling  unless  we  see  that  all  our  men  are  registered.''  I  told  them  I  should  do  all  in 
my  power  to  get  them  registered.  I  told  that  to  P.  H.  Craig,  the  chairman  of  the  fi^ab- 
lican  committee  of  the  county.  I  went  out  and  tried  to  get  men  to  register.  They 
would  say,  '^  What  is  the  use?  There  is  nobody  in  the  field  but  Mr.  Watson  and  Hr. 
Black.''  They  also  said, ''  If  we  have  no  candidate  out  I  will  support  Mi^or  Black." 
I  said,  "That  is  all  right;  you  can  support  whom  you  please  if  we  don't  pat  out  a 
Republican  candidate."' 

Q.  Were  you  paid  anything  for  assisting  in  the  registration? — A.  No,  sir;  lean 
not  say  that  I  was  paid  anything.  I  had  no  pay  made  me  for  that.  Of  course  I  had 
an  understanding  that  I  would  not  be  forgotten  for  my  services. 

Q.  In  the  interest  of  Major  Black?— A.  Yes,  sir.  After  I  found  out  we  were  not 
going  to  put  out  a  candidate  I  had  that  understanding. 

Q.  Who  did  you  have  that  with? 

(Contestant's  counsel  had  asked  the  witness  if  he  was  paid  anything  for  his  serv- 
ices in  behalf  of  Major  Black,  and  the  witness  Replied  that  he  did  not  recollect  that 
he  was  paid  anything,  but  that  he  had  an  understanding.  Contestant's  coonsel  then 
asked  with  whom  the  witness  had  the  understanding.  At  this  moment  contestee's 
counsel  interrupted  the  witness  and  told  him  that  he  need  not  answer  the  question 
unless  he  desired.    To  this  method  of  preceding  contestant's  counsel  object.) 

Witness.  I  had  no  understanding  about  any  money.  The  understanding  was  that 
I  should  lose  nothing. 

Q.  In  what  respect? — A.  For  my  interest  in  Major  Black. 

Q.  Were  you  to  receive  any  office? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  to  receive  any  compensation? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  expect  to  be  reimbursed  for  ^our  services  in  behalf  of  Major 
Black  ? — A.  I  looked  at  it  in  this  way :  I  thought  it  was  mv  duty  to  do  what  I  could 
for  Major  Black;  and  this  was  only  something  voluntarily  said  to  me  by  some  of 
the  people,  **  You  won't  lose  anything."  I  could  not  lose  anything,  because  I  waa 
working  for  my  party's  interests. 

Q.  Who  told  you  you  should  not  lose  anything  for  working  for  Major  Black?— A. 
I  have  been  in  and  out  among  so  many  that  I  don't  recollect  who  it  was  that  said  it. 

Q.  Was  it  a  white  man  or  a  colored  man? — A.  It  strikes  me  it  was  a  colored  man. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  who  that  colored  man  was?— A.  I  am  not  positive  just  now  as 
to  who  it  was.  I  know  we  were  in  a  meeting  on  one  occasion,  and  a  fellow  came  up 
and  said^  ''Lee,  you  work  faithfully  for  Major  Black  and  you  won't  lose  anything 
by  it." 
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Q.  That  was  the  man  with  whom  you  had  the  andentandingf — A.  That  In  my 
Teeollection. 

Q.  Were  you  not  employed  by  the  campaign  committee  of  Richmond  County  for 
doing  the  work  you  did? — A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  any  talk  with  the  leading  Democrats  of  Augusta  on  that  linef — 
A.  I  don*t  know  who  composed  the  campaign  committee  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Your  understanding  was  with  an  unknown  colored  man  at  one  of  your  meet- 
ings?— ^A.  No,  sir;  I  don  t  say  that,  but  said  I  did  not  recall  who  it  was.  It  was  at 
one  of  our  meetings. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  only  understanding  you  had? — A.  I  had  no  understanding 
-vrith  anyone  that  I  would  be  paid  anything  ut  all  for  what  I  was  doing. 

Q.  An  unknown  colored  man  told  you  you  would  lose  nothing? — A.  I  don't  say  it 
-vras  an  unknown  coiored  man.    I  do  not  now  remember  who  it  was. 

Q.  You  assisted  Mr.  Davis  in  getting  up  these  facts? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  have  sworn  that  the  matter  set  forth  on  these  tabulated  sheetH  is  true? — 
A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  it  is  true. 

Q.  Did  yon  take  those  memorandums  at  the  places  you  went  to?  Who  wrote  the 
memorandums? — A.  Mr.  Davis. 

Q.  You  did  not  actually  make  notes  yourself? — A.  I  did  sometimes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  people  yon  all  examined? — A.  I  do  not  know  exactly 
bow  many  we  did  examine. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  on  the  suspected  list  you  found  and  talked  to  in  per- 
son?— A.  I  don't  know  the  number.    I  suppose  we  found  somewhere  near  200. 

Q.  Did  you  know  these  people,  as  a  rule,  previous  to  this  investigation  by  Mr.  Davis, 
Mr.  Bailey,  and  yourself? — A.  I  did ;  a  good  many  of  them. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Fred  Tanksley.  The  report  says,  ^'I  saw  Fred  in  person,  and 
he  said  his  unmber  was  1367,  and  showed  it  to  me.  He  lives  next  door  to  Mrs.  Blount. 
There  are  two  Noa.  1367  on  this  block."  Did  yon  know  Fred  before  this  investiga- 
tion?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  report  that  yon  have  here  is  what  he  told  you? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  what  the  man  told  you  that  you  found  at  that  number? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  that  was  Fred  Tanksley,  did  you? — A.  No,  sir;  we  asked  for 
Fred  Tanksley,  and  he  said  he  was  the  man. 

Q.  The  information  you  got  was  entirely  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  him  before  this  investigation? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Take  the  next  name,  John  .Jackson,  1326  Ellis  street.  ^'I  asked  Mr.  Wm.  Mulli- 
gan if  .John  lived  in  his  vard,  and  he  said,  'Yes,'  and  sent  him  to  me,  and  John  said 
he  lived  in  Mr.  Mulligan's  yard  and  lives  there  now,  and  is  21  years  old."  Do  you 
recollect  that  case? — ^A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  know  John  before  this  investigation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  knowing  him? — A.  I  suppose  two  or  three  months. 

Q.  Where  did  you  first  get  acquainted  with  John? — A.  Kight  on  Broad  street,  in 
a  barber  shop. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  John  on  this  trip,  did  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  talked  with  him  about 
the  same  thing. 

Q.  What  did  John  say? — A.  He  said  he  lived  in  Mr.  Mulligan's  yard  when  he 
registered. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  age  he  registered  at? — A.  No,  sir;  1  don't  remember. 

Q.  Mr.  Mulligan  was  not  sworn  by  you  or  Mr.  Davis? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  And  neither  was  John  sworn  when  he  was  giving  this  information? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  simply  had  the  statement  of  a  man  who  called  himself  John  Jackson? — A. 
I  had  the  statement  of  a  man  whom  I  knew  to  be  John  Jackson. 

Q.  Those  statements  were  not  made  under  oath? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  took  the  memorandum  down? — A.  Mr.  Davis. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  a  note  of  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  What  did  you  do  with  your  notes? — A.  When  Mr.  Davis  entered  it  on  that 
report  I  compared  it  to  see  if  it  was  correct. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  Mr.  Davis  copying  these  tabulated  sheets? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  took  a 
eopy  of  it  myself.  I  took  a  memorandum  at  the  place  myself,  and  later  on  I  saw  Bir. 
Davis,  and  he  had  pretty  nearly  the  same  words  that  I  had  on  my  memorandum. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  they  were  exactly  the  same  or  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  those  facts  were  true  or  not,  except  from  John  Jack- 
son's statement? — A.  That  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  IVeuben  Watts.  Did  yon  know  Reuben  Watts  before  this 
investigation  ? — A.  I  did  not  know  him. 

Q.  The  report  here  is  **  Saw  Reuben  in  person,  and  he  lived  opposite  to  1355  Ellis, 
and  registered  as  31  years  old.  Is  now  living  on  lower  Broad  street."  Did  yon  go 
with  Mr.  Davis  to  this  place? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  a  talk  with  Reuben  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  yoii  hear  tbo  con  vernation  between  Mr.  Davin  nnd  RenbenT— A.  Ye«,  $ir. 

Q.  Are  yon  able  to  8 wear  to  that  conversation  except  from  this  niemorandnmf — 
A.  1  would  not  swear  only  from  the  meiiiorandURi,  because  I  did  not  carry  thoste 
things  in  uiy  luind. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  Mr.  Davis  copy  this  memorandnraf — A.  I  saw  him  make  the 
memorandnm. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  see  that  book  copie<l  upon  thone  sheets  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  said  a  moment  ugo  that  you  did  not.  Were  you  with  him  when  he  copie<l 
this  report f — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  done  downstairs,  rij^ht  under  this  room. 

Q.  Were  yon  with  him  all  this  time? — A.  He  never  did  any  writing  except  when 
we  were  all  to«;(*thcr.  He  would  say  *'!  will  do  the  writing,  and  yon  all  compare 
the  notes.''  1  never  knew  of  anything  being  written  there  but  that  it  was  written 
in  my  presence. 

Q.  These  inemorandnms  were  made  from  the  statements  of  the  people  whom  yon 
fonnd  at  the  requisite  numbers  f — \,  Some  of  those  notes  came  from  people  we  fonnd 
at  the  place,  and  some  were  from  the  people  next  door.  They  were  taken  but  were 
not  placed  on  that  paper  then. 

Q.  Your  original  memoranda  were  made  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  houses  to 
which  you  went  usually  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  made  from  statements  yon  got  in  the  ueighborhootl  usually  f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
if  we  failed  to  find  the  person  we  were  looking  for. 

Q.  They  were  not  sworn  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  had  no  method  of  arriving  at  the  truth  of  their  statements? — A.  No  more 
than  taking  their  word  for  it. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Henry  Hampton.  The  report  says  ''Lou  Smith  and  Lou 
Simms  both  live  here,  and  they  told  me  that  Henry  did  live  there,  bat  had  since 
moved.  I  know  Henry  well.  Saw  him  in  person.  He  said  he  lived  at  1363^  all  of 
last  summer,  and  he  lived  there  when  he  registered,'*  etc.  Do  yon  recall  if  you  gel 
your  information  fVom  Lou  Smith  and  Lou  Sinunsf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  true. 

Q.  Were  you  with  Mr.  Davis  at  that  timet — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  nave  been  ever  sin*^ 
that  time  in  these  investigations. 

Q.  That  is  what  these  women  told  yonf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  These  women  were  not  sworn  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  those  women  of  lewd  character,  or  what  kind  of  women  were  theyf — A.  I 
oould  not  say. 

Q.  Do  they  keep  a  bawdy  house  f — A.  I  can  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  Did  they  impress  vou  as  being  of  loose  character  f — A.  I  should  not  say  from 
their  appearance  that  they  were  loose  women. 

Q.  Tne  next  man  is  Owen  Gaines.  Did  you  see  himf — A.  I  saw  Owen  .lames.  1 
know  him,  and  see  him  often. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  personally? — A.  Yes,  sir.     He  is  a  barl>er  here  in  town. 

Q.  Would  No.  122  £llis  street,  if  followed  out,  land  yon  in  the  Tabernacle  church- 
yard?— A.  I  think  it  would  be  somewhere  about  there.  Owen  .lames  lived  jnat  above 
there. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Jack  Adams,  22,  911  Third  avenue.  **  This  is  the  second  time 
they  have  Jack  on  their  list.  He  does  live  at  911,  and  registered  as  23.  Saw  him  in 
person.  He.  works  for  Mr.  8teed.  He  was  living  at  911  when  he  registered,  and  only 
registered  once."  Did  yon  know  Jack  before  this  investigation? — ^A.  I  don't  think 
I  knew  him. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  .Tack  except  what  appears  here  on  this  memoran- 
dum ? — A.  Nothing  more  than  what  appears  there.  Since  that  I  have  seen  Jack  and 
found  him  to  be  the  same  man. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  Jack  registered  or  that  he  is  down  in  the  contestant's  list 
more  than  once  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  positively  whether  he  is  down  more  than  once 
or  not. 

Q.  Therefore  von  don't  know  the  truth  of  this  statement  which  says  he  is  down 
more  than  once? — A.  Mr.  Davis  is  more  familiar  with  the  list  than  I  am,  but  I  believe 
that  list  to  be  true. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  of  your  own  knowledge  whether  he  is  down  more  than  once?^ 
A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Therefore,  when  this  memorandum  states  that  he  is  down  on  the  list  more  than 
once  yon  don't  know  whether  that  is  true  or  not,  do  you  ? — A.  I  did  not  have  the  list, 
you  see.  To  the  best  of  mv  knowledge  I  believe  it  is  trne,  because  I  have  come 
across  others  whom  they  had  down  more  than  once. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Montgomery's  list? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
^   Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  swear  that  this  memorandnm  which  says  that  Jack 
Adams  appears  twice  on  that  list  is  true  or  not? — A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Q.  This  is  mere  hearsay  testimony  so  far  as  you  know? — A.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  it  is  trne,  but  I  believe  it  is  true. 

O.  What  age  did  Jack  appear  to  be?— A.  I  suppose  he  looked  to  be  about  22  or  23. 
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Q.  Would  you  not  say  he  was  25  f — A.  I  am  not  a  jadge  of  ages. 

Q.  Take  tlie  case  of  Qeorge  W.  Lott,  834  Third  aveuae.  Mr.  Dayis's  commeut  is : 
**  George  W.  Lott  registered  834  First  avenne;  so  they  were  looking  ou  the  wrong 
avenae.''  Do  you  know  George  W.  Lottf — A.  I  would  know  him  if  I  should  meet 
him.    I  don't  know  that  I  have  had  any  acquaintanoe  with  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  George  W.  Lott  when  you  see  hinif — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Do  ^'ou  know  where  he  lived  last  yearf — A.  I  think  he  lived  on  First  avenue. 

Q.  Do  von  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge? — A.  I  think  I  sold  him  some  fumi- 
inre  at  his  house  on  First  avenue.     I  am  pretty  positive  it  was  on  First  avenue. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  his  agef — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  from  where  he  registered  of  your  own  knowledge  f — A.  No.  83i 
First  avenue. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  the  voters'  book  to  see  tliat  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  it 
myself. 

Q.  Yon  know  nothing  as  to  his  other  qualifications  to  register  of  your  own  knowl- 
edge t — A.  Nothing. 

Q.  Take  the  case  of  Robert  Gardner,  age  22,  834  First  avenue.  Mr.  Davis's  comment 
is:  "There  is  an  834  First  avenue,  and  Robert  lived  at  that  number  when  he  regis- 
tered. Saw  him  in  person:  also  his  mother,  who  said  George  W.  Lott  and  Leander 
McBride  boarded  with  her.''  Do  you  know  Robert  Gardner  io  person? — A.  I  do  not. 
1  Haw  his  mother  and  talked  with  her. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  slie  was  his  mother? — A.  Only  from  her  statement. 

Q.  She  was  not  sworn  ? — A.  Not  in  my  presence. 

Q.  Who  made  the  memorandum? — A.  We  both  took  a  note  of  it. 

<J.  Did  Mr.  Bailey  take  a  uote  of  it  also? — ^A.  Mr.  Bailey  was  not  with  us  at  that 
time,  as  well  as  I  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  truth  of  the  statement  contained  in  those  not.es,  except  what 
thene  parties  told  yon? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  There  are  about  43()  names  on  this  list.  Most  of  the  memorandums  made  here 
are  the  statements  of  the  suspected  party,  of  people  who  lived  at  the  given  numbers, 
or  of  people  who  lived  in  the  adjoining  house  or  in  the  neighborhood.  You  know 
nothing  of  the  truth  of  those  statements,  except  as  yon  received  it  from  these  people, 
do  yon? — A.  I  don't  say  that.  We  found  some  of  those  parties  were  not  registered, 
and  some  we  found  registered  at  different  places.     We  saw  that  from  the  book. 

Q.  In  reference  to  their  residence,  it  was  all  hearsay  testimony  so  far  as  you  were 
concerned? — A.  It  was  statements  of  the  parties  thenistflves. 

Q.  Yon  know  nothing  else  in  reference  to  the  matter,  of  your  own  knowledge? — A. 
I  don't  know  of  anything  else  to  be  known  of  it. 

i^.  Yon  said  you  ceased  your  connection  with  the  (lovernment  about  how  long 
ago?— A.  On  November  15,  1893. 

Q.  Why  did  you  sever  your  relations  with  the  Government?  Were  you  discharged 
for  any  violation  of  the  rules?— A.  No,  sir;  it  was  just  like  a  man  having  old  stock 
on  hand  and  plenty  of  new  stock.  He  gets  rid  of  the  old  stock  and  uses  the  new. 
The  change  in  the  Administration  caused  me  to  lose  m v  place. 

Q.  The  present  Administration  is  Democratic? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  other  words,  you  were  fired  by  the  Democratic  Administration  because  you 
were  a  Republican  ? — A.  I  can  not  say  that. 

Q.  That  is  the  usual  understanding  of  the  matter? — A.  'llie  charge  against  me  was 
that  1  left  a  box  open. 

Q.  Were  you  guilty  of  the  charge? — A.  No,  sir;  1  was  not  guilty. 

Q.  You  went  out  with  the  incoming  Administration? — A.  I  served  seven  months 
ander  the  present  inmmbent. 


Q.  Then  yon  lost  your  job? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


You  understand  this  matter  to  be  like  a  man  with  plenty  of  new  stock  and  who 
vaiits  to  get  rid  of  his  old  stock? — A.  That  is  the  way  I  look  at  it. 

Q.  Tlie  quality  of  the  old  stock  was  not  suited  to  the  new  work? — A.  It  was  the 
•ame  work. 

Q.  Yon  were  employed  by  Mr.  Davis  to  assist  him  in  making  these  memorandums? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  He  came  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I  was  busy  at  the  time.  I  told  him  that 
the  man  whom  I  was  working  for  would  leave  on  the  5th  of  the  month  to  go  buck  to 
North  Carolina,  and  I  have  a  good  deal  of  collecting  to  do  for  him.  He  said  that  if 
I  was  not  too  bnsy  he  would  like  to  get  me  to  assist  him  in  investigating  those  names, 
snd  I  told  him  I  would  do  it. 

J.  H.  Leb. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 


B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  liiohmond  County ,  Ga, 


A^onmed  nntil  Tuesday,  February  18,  1896. 
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Tuesday,  February  18, 1896. 

Present  for  contestant,  J.  T.  West,  esq.;  present  for  conteetee,  G.  H.  Cohen, eeq., 
I.  £.  Farmer,  esq.,  and  .Joseph  B.  Cumiuing,  esq. 

G.  D.  ETTEK,  for  the  contestee,  sworn. 

Pireot  examination  by  Jos.  B.  Cumming,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  in  Augusta f — A.  In  Summerville,  Richmond  Couaty,  Ga. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation f — A.  I  am  cotton  shipper  for  the  Sibley  Mills, 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  here? — A.  I  have  lived  in  this  city  about  fifteen 
years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  James  Barrett  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  politics  are — with  what  party  he  affiliates? — A.  He  is  a 
Populist. 

Q.  What  oflicial  position  has  he  held  in  that  party? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Is  he  not  recognized  as  a  leader  of  that  party? — A.  I  have  always  recognized 
he  was. 

Q.  Is  he  moderate,  or  violent,  or  extreme  in  his  views? — A.  He  has  always  been  a 
very  extreme  man  since  I  have  known  him,  and  I  have  known  him  for  about  twenty- 
iive  years. 

Q.'  Will  yon  mention  8ome  incident  in  which  he  has  expressed  very  extreme  views? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  that  ut  one  time  we  were  on  the  car  together  going  towards  Snm- 
merville.  We  were  talking  of  the  way  tilings  were  going  on  at  that  time.  It  was 
during  one  of  the  elections  here,  and  he  said,  in  speaicing  of  the  people  up  there  in 
the  Fifth  Ward,  that  if  they  would  take  his  a<lvice  they  would  put  dynamite  under 
the  wheel  of  the  Sibley  mill  and  blow  it  up;  that  he  thought  that  would  be  the 
best  thing  for  them. 

Q.  To  what  party  did  those  people  whom  he  referred  to  as  advising  to  do  that 
belong? — A.  It  was  the  Populists,  because  he  was  speaking  of  his  advice  given  to 
those  people. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  are  a  Democrat,  I  presume? — A.  I  am;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1892,  1894,  and  1895,  for  Congress? — A.  I 
have  voted  that  ticket  ever  since  the  war. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  polls  in  1895? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  voted  in  the  city  at  that 
time  at  the  court-house.  I  had  work  in  town,  and,  not  having  much  time  to  spare,  I 
came  here  and  voted. 

Q.  You  live  in  Summerville,  don't  you? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  incorrect  in  the  above 
statement.  In  1895  each  man  had  to  vote  in  his  own  district,  and  I  voted  at  the 
Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  the  polls  any  length  of  time? — A.  No,  sir;  I  went  to  the  polls  and 
voted  and  came  away. 

Q.  In  1892  or  1894  were  you  around  the  polls  any  length  of  time? — A  No,  sir. 

Q.  Speaking  of  Mr.  James  Barrett — he  belontrs  to  one  of  the  most  prominent  fam- 
ilies in  this  State,  does  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  His  brother,  Mr.  Hales  Barrett,  is  an  official  connected  with  the  Agricultural 
Department,  is  he  not? — A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Thomas  Barrett,  his  brother,  is  a  prominent  broker  in  this  city  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Kd  Barrett,  his  nephew,  was  private  secretary  of  ex- Si>eaker  Crisp? — A.  I 
have  heard  that,  and  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it. 

Q.  His  neice,  I  believe,  married  Mr.  Clark  Howell,  of  the  Atlanta  Constitution?— A. 
I  don't  know  that.     1  have  heard  so,  and  to  the  best  of  my  information  it  is  correct. 

<^.  His  nepbew,  Mr.  W.  H.  Barrett,  jr.,  is  recorder  of  tnis  city,  is  he  not? — A.  I 
believe  he  is. 

Q.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Phinizys  here,  by  marriage,  is  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Phinizys  are  very  prominent  folks  in  this  country? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  always  regarded  Mr.  Barrett  as  rather  au  extreme  man  in 
his  talk  ? — A .  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  regard  him  as  a  very  dangerous  man,  or  is  he  simply  just  a  sort  of 
talker? — A.  I  don't  know  what  he  is  now,  because  I  have  not  had  much  to  do  with 
him  lately;  but  when  I  knew  him  first  I  thought  he  was  a  dangerous  man;  bat  it 
was  probably  because  I  did  not  know  peox>le  as  well  then  as  I  do  now. 

Q.  The  conversation  you  spoke  about  in  your  direct  examination  as  having  hsd 
on  the  cars  with  him — he  was  then  claiming  that  there  were  great  frauds  beinz 
practiced  here  in  Augusta  in  elections,  was  ne  not? — A.  He  did  not  say  that  and  I 
don't  hardly  think  he  meant  that.  The  conversation  was  very  short.  The  fact  of 
the  matter  is  Mr.  Barrett  was  about  as  drunk  as  I  ever  saw  him,  and  he  was  usiog 
language  which  was  not  fitted  for  ladies  to  hear,  and  I  was  endeavoring  to  keep  hiffl 
quiet. 
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Q.  When  was  thatf — A.  Abont  two  years  ago. 

<J.  Was  Dot  that  in  1892,  or  previous  to  that  timet — A.  It  may  have  been  in  1892, 
bat  it  was  not  previous  to  that. 

Q.  Ton  say  he  was  under  the  influence  of  whisky  f — A.  I  should  judge  so  from  his 
actions. 

Q.  And  that  he  was  drunk  f — A.  I  have  very  seldom  seen  him  that  way. 

Q.  He  appeared  to  be  on  that  occaHion  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Men  in  their  cups  are  sometimes  supposed  to  given  license  to  their  tongues  that 
they  don't  really  mean,  are  they  not?— A.  Perhaps  so.  I  only  tell  you  what  1  think 
in  that  camo,  because  I  have  seen  drunken  men  whom  1  knew  were  drunk,  and  I 
thought  he  was  drunk. 

Redirect  examination  by  Jos.  B.  CUMMiNti,  Esq. : 

Q.  Yon  were  asked  about  your  place  of  voting.  You  recollect  there  have  been  three 
elections  in  which  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Black  were  opposed  to  each  other.  You 
spoke  abont  where  you  voted  in  1895,  which  was  in  last  October.  Where  did  you 
vote  then  under  the  registration  lawf— A.  I  registered  from  the  Twelve  hundred  and 
sixty-ninth  district,  and  voted  at  the  polling  place  where  the  voters  in  that  dis- 
trict voted.  I  know  I  voted  once  at  the  court-house,  and  Mr.  Barrett  was  at  the 
window  at  that  time,  and  the  other  time  that  I  voted  1  voted  up  at  the  academy  on 
the  Sand  Hills,  in  the  Twelve  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  district.  And  then  we  voted 
at  Judge  Price's  office  once.  The  last  election  1  went  up  to  the  academy  early  in  the 
morning  and  only  remained  for  a  moment  or  two. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  this  remark  on  the  car  by  Mr.  6.«^rrett,  were  you  discussing  fraud 
in  elections  or  the  superintendent  of  the  8ibley  Mills f — ^A.  We  were  speaking  of 
Mr.  J.  W.  Chafee,  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Sibley  Mills. 

Recross-examination  by  J.  T.^bst,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  where  you  discussing  f — A.  Mr.  Barrett  claimed  that  Mr.  Chafee  made 
the  people  there  vote  as  he  wanted  them  to. 

Q.  He  claimed  he  was  a  tyrant  to  themf — A.  Yes,  sir;  and,  going  from  one  thing 
to  another,  he  said  that  if  those  people  would  take  his  advice  they  would  blow  up 
that  mill. 

G.  D.  Ettkr. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
\otury  PnbliCf  Rivhmahd  County,  Ga. 

JOSEPH  B.  CUMMING,  for  the  contestee,  recalled: 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Cohkn,  Esq. : 

(Contestant's  counsel  was  served  with  a  notice  of  the  taking  of  the  evidence  of 
Maj.  J.  B.  Gumming,  and  in  pursuance  of  that  notice,  his  evidence  was  taken,  writ- 
ten out,  read,  and  signed,  and  the  witness  was  discharged ;  and  counsel  for  contestant 
have  received  no  further  notice  of  his  giving  further  testimony,  and  contestant's 
counsel  object  to  the  reintroduction  of  this  witness  upon  that  they  have  not  been 
served  with  any  notice  of  taking  of  the  evidence  of  this  witness  at  this  time.) 

By  Mr.  Cohen  : 

Q.  We  can  not  recall  in  your  evidence  whether  you  wore  asked  if  yon  were  familiar 
with  the  manager  of  Major  Black's  campaign  committee  for  this  county,  and  also  for 
the  district;  also,  whether  you  were  familiar  with  the  intention  of  the  oommitteOy 
and  particularly  the  camnaign  conmiittee,  with  reference  to  the  character  of  the 
election  that  was  desired  snonld  be  held  in  this  district. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  all  evidence  as  to  the  private  views  or  the  views 
of  the  chairman  of  Mi^jor  Black's  campaign  committee  or  of  his  manager  as  being 
irrelevant.) 

Witness.  Of  course,  I  can  only  judge  of  the  views  of  the  chairman  and  of  the  com- 
mittee by  the  expressions  they  made,  and  of  his  conduct  of  the  campaign  so  far  as  I 
know  anything  of  it.  I  know  that  in  all  the  conferences  I  attended  the  idea  that 
was  prominently  advanced  and  insisted  upon  was  that  we  were  upon  trial ;  that  the 
issne  had  been  made  that  we  could  not  hold  an  honest  election,  and  that  that  was  a 
matter  of  more  importance  than  anything  else — to  demonstrate  that  we  could  have  a 
fair  and  honest  election.  1  know  that  to  many  at  least  tlie  election  of  Mr.  Black 
was  considered  secondary  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  purpose.  That  was  the  gen- 
eral spirit  as  far  as  1  could  judge  of  it  from  the  verbal  expressions  and  the  expressions 
by  acte  of  the  campaign  committee. 

Q.  What  were  the  views  or  the  determinations  of  the  campaign  committee,  and 
particnlarly  of  the  chairman,  in  reference  to  seeing  the  laws  enforced  as  to  our  oppo- 
nents, and  require  that  they  conduct  a  fair  election? — A.  I  think  that  we  were  deter- 
mined that  we  had  decided  as  far  as  we  could  to  have  the  election  fair  on  both  sides. 
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We  could  see  that  it  wah  fair  bo  far  as  we  were  concerned,  and  we  would  do  all  we 
ooald  to  make  the  other  people  carry  fair,  and  we  were  as  earnest  in  that  and  as 
diligeut  in  that  as  we  could  he. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chainnau  of  the  campaign  committee? — A.  Mr.  t^oykin  Wright. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Boykin  Wright  the  chairman  for  the  district  or  for  the  connty,  do  yoo 
recollect  f — A.  I  think  he  was  chairman  for  the  district  as  well  as  for  the  county. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Wright t — A.  He  is  a  Georgian  hy  birth,  I  helieve — from  Newton 
County,  in  this  State:  he  is  a  graduate  of  £mory  College,  the  college  that  is  sup- 
ported by  the  Methodists  of  this  State;  he  is  a  lawyer  of  high  standing  in  every 
respect,  both  as  to  ahility  and  character;  he  was  solicitor-general  of  this  judicial 
circuit  longer,  perhaps,  than  any  of  his  predecessors,  having  been  elected  three  times 
by  the  legislature  of  Georgia;  he  is  a  man  that  stands  as  high  as  anybody  in  this 
community,  and  is  one  of  our  foremost  men. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  1  want  to  get  your  opinion  cm  a  ruling  that  was  made  on  a  law  point  by  the 
registrars  iu  Hancock  County. — A.  I  can  not  understand  very  well  how  that  will  be 
evidence;  but  I  believe  everything  goes  down,  and  I  will  give  it  to  yon  for  what  it  is 
worth. 

Q.  Where  the  tax  collector  issues  a  fi.  fa.  against  a  party  who  ha<s  failed  to  pay  his 
taxes  and  turns  that  tax  H.  fa.  over  to  his  sheriff  for  collection,  and  th«  sheriff  col- 
lects it,  the  man  having  thereby  made  all  of  his  taxes;  on  that  proof  being  shown 
to  the  registrars,  ought  his  name  to  have  been  stricken  from  tne  registration  list 
because  he  had  not  gotten  a  receipt  signed  by  the  tax  collector? — A.  I  should  aay  not. 

Redirect  exuminaticm  by  C.  H.  CohkN;  Esq. : 

Q.  You  testitied  in  the  inception  «)f  your  evidence  that  you  were  an  attorney?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  lawyers  sometimes  differ  in  their  construction  of  the 
law  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  They  make  all  kinds  of  mistakes,  and  I  have  frequently  said  I 
would  not  give  anything  for  the  opinion  of  a  lawyer  upon  a  question  that  wa.s  just 
fired  at  him.  I  answered  the  above  question  in  that  way,  and  believe  my  answer  is 
correct;  but  I  attach  no  importance  to  opinions  given  by  lawyers  in  that  way. 

Jos.    B.    CUMMINf'. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public f  Uichmond  County,  0<l 

I.  T.  HEARD,  for  the  cont«stee,  recalled. 

Direct  examination  by  C.  H.  Coiikn,  Esq. : 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  Mr.  I.  T.  Heard  being  sworn  as  a  witness  in  this 
case  at  this  stage  of  the  case:  that  contestant's  counsel  were  served  with  a  notice  of 
the  taking  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Heard.  Mr.  Heard  was  sworn  and  examined,  and 
the  witness  discharged ;  and  contestant's  counsel  have  received  no  further  notice  as 
to  taking  any  other  evidence  of  this  witness,  and  object  to  him  l)eing  used  as  tf 
witness.) 

By  C.  H.  Cohen: 

Q.  I  don't  know  whether  you  were  asked,  when  you  were  previously  on  the  stand 
here,  if  you  were  familiar  with  the  views  of  the  campaign  committee  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  the  recent  content  between  Major  Black  and  Mr.  Watson,  as  to  the 
character  of  the  election  they  desired  held,  both  by  their  opponents  and  by  them- 
selven  and  iheir  adherents. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  this  witness  giving  in  testimony  the  views  of  the 
managers  of  Major  Black's  campaign,  as  being  irrelevant.) 

W1TNK86.  1  was  present  at  several  meetings;  and  1  know  that  at  the  last  meeting, 
the  afternoon  before  the  election,  I  was  requested,  as  a  business  man  and  as  a  man 
who  had  not  been  a  politician,  along  with  some  other  men  like  Mr.  Garrett  and  sev- 
eral others  whom  I  could  name,  to  be  at  the  polls  that  day  and  to  see  that  no  irregu- 
larities of  any  kind  were  allowed  by  either  side.  There  was  a  probability  that  the 
Populists  would  attempt  to  do  irregular  things,  and  we  were  tnere  to  watch  them 
and  keep  them  down,  and  not  to  allow  any  irregularities  on  onr  side  at  all.  Two 
days  before  that  I  had  21  talk  with  Major  Black,  and  he  told  me  that  be  did  not  and 
would  not  countenance  anything  at  all  irregular;  that  this  election  was  to  l>eraD 
on  its  merits;  that  he  wanted  the  election  held  so  that  it  would  be  above  reproach 
when  the  election  was  over;  and  that  he  wanted  me  to  be  down  and  help  to  see  that 
the  election  was  held  under  those  terms. 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  conversations  that  witness  had  with  Major 
Black  as  being  irrelevant.) 
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Wii-NBitei.  Earlier  iu  tbe  campaign,  when  the  registration  was  in  its  earliest  stages, 
I  hid  a  similar  talk  with  Major  Blaok,  and  he  said  he  did  not  want  any  names  on 
tb«>  registration  list  that  could  he  thrown  off*;  that  he  only  wanted  those  nuiaes  that 
were  entitled  to  go  on  there  to  be  pnt  on  that  list. 

<2.  What  were  the  views  of  the  chairman  of  the  campaign  committee? — A.  Mr. 
\%'right'B  views  were  similar  to  these.  He  nrged  that  everything  be  held  strictly 
according  to  the  registration  list. 

Q.  Was  not  the  success  of  the  Democratic  candidate  Jield  subordinate  to  the  purity 
of  the  election? — ^A.  That  was  the  idea  all  through;  that  M^or  Black  having  made 
the  sacrifice  that  he  had,  this  election  was  now  to  redeeoi  the  district  and  pnt  every- 
thing above  reproach.     That  was  the  condition  under  Avhich  I  went  to  the  polls. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chairman  of  the  campaign  committee  here? — ^A.  Mr.  Boykin 
Wright. 

(4.  Who  is  he? — A.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  Augusta  bar;  and  an 
upright  and  as  high-toned  a  gentlemen  as  I  know;  he  has  that  general  reputation  in 
the  community ;  he  is  as  ^uod  a  citizen  as  there  is  in  tiiis  county  or  any  other  county 
that  I  know.     He  is  held  m  esteem  by  everybody. 

Q.  A  man  of  property  and  position? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  gentleman  of  wealth,  and  an 
owner  of  real  estate. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  Mr.  Wright^s  wealth  i — A.  I  do  not. 
Q.  Could  you  approximate  it? — A.  If  1  were  called  upon  to  say  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  what  he  is  worth,  I  should  say  from  $25,000  to  $35,000. 

Q.  Are  yon  related  to  Major  Black? — A.  No,  sir;  Major  Black  and  myself  married 
sisters.     I  am  not  related  to  him. 

Q.  Are  yon  not  brothers-in-law? — A.  No,  sir;  for  uie  to  be  Major  Black's  brother- 
in-law,  I  would  have  had  to  marry  tiis  sister  or  he  marry  my  sister.  We  married 
sisters. 

I.  T.  Hkaro. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  pHblic,  Richmond  County ^  da. 

WILLIAM  HENHV  PASCMAL,  for  the  coutcHtee.  swoni. 

Direct  examination  by  I.  E.  Farmer,  Esq. : 

(Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  evidence  of  this  witness  on  the  ground  tliut  no 
notice  wat*  served  for  him. 

Contestee's  counsel  oluim  that  notice  was  given  in  full  compliance  with  the  stntute, 
and  that  notice  will  show  for  itself.) 

By  Mr.  Farmer  : 

Q.  What  is  your  fiill  name? — A.  William  Henry  Paschal. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  now? — A.  In  Augusta  the  most  of  the  time. 

Q.  In  what  county  did  you  live  preceding  the  election  of  October  2,  18ft5,  for  Con- 
gressman from  this  district? — A.  I  lived  in  McDuftie  C*ounty,  Ga. 

Q.  In  what  district  did  you  live? — A.  Derring  diHtrict. 

(^.  With  what  political  party  had  you  cooperated  previous  to  the  election  of  ISJVi — 
the  Democratic  or  the  Populist  party  ?— A.  I  had  worked  for  the  Populist  party. 

Q.  Have  yon  overbad  any  trouble  or  been  convicted  of  any  crime? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  was  convicted  of  the  crime  of  hog  stealing  in  1881. 

Q.  Who  is  thii  <;lerk  of  the  superior  court  of  McDuffie  County  ? — A.  Mr.  Hob  Pierce. 

Q.  \i\ij.  the  ordinary? — A.  Judge  Fawcett,  I  bcli*'.ve. 

<^.  Are  both  of  those  gentlemen  Populists? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  Did  anybody  ever  raise  any  objection  to  your  voting  as  long  as  you  voted  the 
Popnliat  ticket,  on  account  of  your  conviction  of  a  crime? — A.  No,  sir;  there  was 
no  obiection  to  my  voting  the  Populist  ticket. 

Q.  Did  yon  vote  four  or  five  times  with  the  Populist  party  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  changed  your  political  affiliations  at  the  last  elec- 
tion?— A.  1  changed  my  oninion  before  the  elccton  took  place. 

Q.  Why  did  you  change? — A.  In  the  very  outset  I  was  not  anxious  to  vote  that  way, 
and  saw  it  was  not  to  my  understanding  what  they  said  it  was,  hut  differed  a  great 
deal  from  what  the  Populists  claimed,  and  I  did  not  wish  to  vote  against  my  own 
interests.  I  voted  with  them,  and  it  seemed  it  was  all  right.  I  was  in  favor  of 
voting  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  was  working  for  Mr.  West  Young,  a  Populist,  in 
McDuffie  County,  and  when  I  told  him  I  was  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  purty  ;is 
against  the  Popnlist  party,  he  said  I  had  better  leave  his  place. 

Q.  Did  yon  write  a  letter  to  the  Augusta  Chronicle  stating  that  you  had  decided 
to  change  your  political  affiliations? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  wrote  it  during  the 
month  of  October. 
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(Contestee's  oouiisel  oiter  this  letter  in  evidence. 

Contestant's  counsel  object  to  the  introduction  of  this  letter  as  being  irrelerant.) 

By  Mr.  Fakmkk: 

Q.  Wliat  were  the  contents  of  that  letter,  and  what  was  your  idea  in  writingf — 
A.  The  only  object  that  I  had  in  writing  it  was  to  advise  my  race  to  take  the  same 
view  of  the  matter  that  I  had  taken,  because  I  thought  it  was  right.  1  advised 
them  to  support  Major  Blaek  for  Congress. 

Q.  It  was  only  a  letter  of  advice  to  the  colored  people  of  this  district  to  support 
Major  Black  for'Congress  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Did  any  of  the  leading  Populists  of  that  district  ever  interfere  with  you  in  any 
way  on  account  of  the  letter  published  in  the  Chronicle? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  many 
of  them  interfered  with  me  about  the  lett<er.  Some  of  them  came  to  my  house  anh 
asked  me  about  it  and  wont  on  with  me  to  my  work. 

Q.  Who  were  thonc  parties! — A.  Mr.  .ludson  Wilson  and  Mr.  Tom  Durst. 

Q.  You  say  they  came  to  your  house? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  the  interview  between  you  and  them  the  time  they  came  to  yonr  house. — 
A.  I  was  ^ist  Hxing  to  leave  when  they  came  there. 

Q.  State  what  wa^  said  or  what  threats  were  made  by  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Durst, — 
A.  Mr.  VVilHon  said,  *'  Hello,  Henry ;  which  way  are  you  in  politics?"  I  said,  "  1  am 
not  having  a  great  ileal  to  do  with  it  this  year."  He  said,  *'  Why  not  vote  with  us?" 
I  said  I  had  voted  Heveral  times  that  way,  but  was  going  to  vote  for  the  Democrats. 
He  said.  "Did  you  not  write  a  piece  to  this  paper?*'  I  said,  "Yes.**  He  said, 
*' Look  here;  don't  you  know  that  yon  are  fixing  to  get  yourself  in  trouble?'*  I 
said,  **  Why,  what  is  wnmg  about  it?"  He  said,  ''There  is  a  heap  wrong  about  it. 
Wait  until  you  get  out  to  the  woods,  and  I  will  tell  yon."  When  we  got  to  the 
woods  he  said,  **  Yor.  say  you  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Chronicle."  I  said,  "Yes."  He 
said,  *'  Yon  have  got  yoursidf  into  trouble.  Don't  yon  know  this  is  a  Populist 
county?"  1  Haid,  "I  thought  anybody  could  vote  as  he  wanted  to.  I  was  only 
advising  my  own  race,  and  naid  nothing  to  yonr  race  about  the  matter  at  all."  He 
said,  **  ft  don't  make  a  damned  bit  of  difference  about  that  at  all.  I  have  $cot  that 
letter  right  here,  and  you  must  come  again.  What  did  you  write?"  1  said,  '*  I 
don't  recollect  hardly  what  I  did  write.  If  you  have  it,  read  it,  and  I  will  tell  you 
if  I  wrote  it."  He  said,  '*  I  am  going  to  read  it,  and  you  are  going  to  catch  hell 
about  this  thing.''  He  began  reading,  and  1  told  him  I  did  not  write  what  be  was 
reading.  He  said,  *'  Well,  if  you  wrote  at  all,  you  wrote  this."  He  says,  "  You  must 
deny  uiat  letter,"  and  put  his  hand  behind  him  like  he  was  going  to  get  a  pistol.  I 
said,  "  I  thought  everything  was  free,  and  that  a  man  could  express  his  views  about 
political  affairs."  He  said,  **  You  must  recollect  this  is  a  Populist  county,  and,  by 
God,  yon  are  not  to  run  over  the  county."  Mr.  Durst  said,  "You  did  not  have  a 
damned  bit  of  business  to  do  it.  We  are  all  Populists  in  this  county,  and  we  are  not 
going  to  allow  any  negro  or  anybody  else  to  do  it."  He  said,  "  The  best  thing  for 
you  to  do  is  to  deny  the  whole  damned  thing."    1  said,  "I  will  not  do  it." 

Q.  His  effort  was  to  make  you  retract  the  letter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  deny  writing  the  letter? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  told  them  you  did  write  one,  but  did  not  write  it  the  way  they  read  it?-~ 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  make  any  threats  before  you  left? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  said,  "  You  had 
better  look  out,  and  had  better  get  out  pretty  damned  quick." 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  them  to  mean  by  "You  had  better  look  out,  and  had 
better  get  out  pretty  damne^l  quick"? — A.  I  thought  they  meant  I  had  better  get 
away  from  about  there,  or  they  would  whip  me  or  hurt  me. 

Q.  After  that,  did  you  write  another  letter  to  the  Chronicle? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  merely 
wrote  the  transactions  that  took  place  between  those  gentlemen  and  myself  aboot 
the  letter  that  I  did  write. 

Q.  After  that  time,  did  you  make  a  visit  down  in  the  south  part  of  the  county?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  happened  to  yon  while  yon  were  coming  back  that  night? — A.  A  crowd 
laid  a  rope  for  me,  and  surrounded  me,  and  asked  me  if  I  had  put  their  names  in  the 
paper.  They  put  a  stick  across  my  head  and  put  a  pistol  in  mv  face.  They  carried 
me  back  to  the  gate  and  kept  me  there  until  half-past  11  o'clock  that  night. 

Q.  Who  was  in  that  crowd?— A.  Mr.  Bob  Culpepper,  Mr.  Church  Culpepper,  Mr. 
Athea  Culpepper,  and  Mr.  Judson  Wilson. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  those  gentlemen  whom  yon  have  mentioned  are  leading 
Populists  in  that  part  of  the  county  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  all  Populist  gentlemen. 

Q.  You  say  they  captured  you  on  the  road? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  man  who  jumped  in  front  of  you? — A.  Mr.  Wilson  ran  up  to  me 
and  snatched  out  his  pistol  and  told  me  to  stop. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  keep  you  there? — ^A.  Until  about  half  past  11  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  they  make  any  threats  against  you  at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir.  They  said 
that  if  1  had  put  their  names  in  the  paper  I  "would  be  a  dead  nigger  right  there." 
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Q.  Did  they  state  that  if  yon  refnsed  to  sign  au  article  saying  that  you  did  not 
write  that  letter  to  the  paper  they  wonld  kill  yoaf — A.  Yes,  'sir.  They  said,  **  You 
most  sign  a  certificate  saying  yon  did  not  do  this  thing,  or  we  will  keep  yon  right 
bere." 
Q.  Did  tbe^  finall}'  compel  you  to  sign  that  certificate? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Then  did  they  release  you? — A.  No,  sir;  they  kept  nie  there  a  while,  to  wait 
until  Mr.  Dnrst  came,  to  see  if  he  was  satisfied.  Mr.  Roland  Paul  said  that  Mr.  Durst 
was  on  the  other  road  with  a  crowd. 

Q.  When  yon  got  away  you  went  home? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  go  straight  home, 
but  went  across  the  swamp.  Mr.  Wilson  came  up  on  the  road  hehind  me  and 
snatche<l  out  his  pistol.  When  he  left  I  turned  to  the  right,  and  went  to  Mr. 
Dnnnoway's. 

Q.  State  how  yon  used  Mr.  Wilson's  name  and  Mr.  Dnrst's  name  in  the  second 
srticle  that  yon  wrote  to  the  Chronicle. — A.  I  jnst  stated  that  they  were  the  men 
who  were  in  that  transaction  when  they  were  after  me  ahout  my  first  card  in  the 
Chronicle. 
Q.  When  did  you  finally  get  home  that  night? — A.  About  2  o'clock. 
Q.  After  that  time,  did  you  ever  see  any  of  these  parties  around  your  house? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  I  saw  Mr.  Culpepper  and  Mr.  Paul  out  in  the  woods  there  one  night.  I 
heard  one  of  them  say  *'  He  went  up  by  Austin's,  his  brother-in-law's,  and  he  must 
come  &long  here  some  time  to-night  to  get  home."  I  had  already  come  home,  and  I 
alipped  oft  to  the  swamp.  Tbcy  were  on  the  hill  above  me,  and  I  could  hear  about 
half  they  said.  They  were  expecting  me  to  come  along  there,  but  I  had  gone  around 
the  swamp.  A  day  or  two  after  that,  I  was  paintinj^  out  there  for  Mr.  Wall.  Mr. 
Tom  Culpepper  came  over  there.  1  had  a  fellow  with  me  named  Bose  Bowden,  and 
he  came  to  me  and  said  *'I  heard  Mr.  Tom  Culpepper  say  '  Henry  is  up  yonder  paint- 
ing that  store,  but  he  will  never  get  away  from  there  alive.' " 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Wall? — A.  Mr.  Ross  Wall,  the  agent  of  the  Georgia  Railroad  at 
Boneville.  He  told  me  **  If  they  bother  you  I  will  see  that  the  law  is  used  on  them." 
Along  abont  1  o'clock  about  30  or  35  of  them  collected  around  the  depot.  Mr.  Dnrst 
sent  np  to  tell  roe  to  come  around  on  the  other  side  of  the  depot,  and  I  sent  him  back 
word  that  I  was  busy.  He  came  around  there  with  his  stick  and  his  knife  in  his 
hand,  and  said  *«  *  «  *  you,  you  had  better  come."  He  said  ''You  put  my  name 
in  the  paper,  and  I  am  going  to  have  satisfaction  or  out  your  head  ofi'of  your  shoul- 
ders." He  said  '*  If  you  don't  agree  to  take  my  name  out  of  that  piece  I  will  give 
you  a  hell  of  a  beating  right  here."  I  said  *' Yon  were  down  there."  He  says  "Don't 
tell  roe  a  damned  thing  ahout  that.  I  know  I  was  down  there."  He  drew  his  knife 
baek  and  never  said  any  more.  When  he  first  walked  up  to  me,  Mr.  Wilson  and  his 
two  sons,  and  Mr.  Lokey  and  his  two  sons  got  np  around  me,  and  Mr.  Tom  Culpep- 
per and  another  one  of  his  brothers  ciune  right  up  to  me.  I  was  nearly  done  the 
^re,  and  they  turned  aronnd  and  went  back  to  the  front  of  the  depot.  As  soon  as 
they  left  I  told  Mr.  Ross  Wall  I  was  going  to  leave  there,  as  I  was  afraid  those  men 
were  going  to  take  me  away  from  my  work  and  kill  me.  He  went  and  saw  Mr.  John- 
son, and  told  me  to  go  and  get  in  his  wagon.  I  told  him  ''No:  I  did  not  want  to  get 
in  bis  wagon."  He  said  "You  go  to  Thomson."  I  got  up  as  far  as  No.  34,  and  t^k 
down  around  that  swamp. 
Q.  Who  carried  you  np  to  No.  34? — A.  Mr.  Wall  and  Mr.  Johnson,  two  Democrats. 
Q.  What  was  the  elfect  of  the  manner  in  which  they  treated  you  upon  the  rest  of 
the  colored  voters  of  McDuffie  County  ?  Was  that  report  circulated  on  down  through 
Derring  district? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  it  was.  I  think  the  negroes  pretty  well  all 
understood  it.  Over  halt  of  the  people  that  I  knew  all  over  the  district  fonnd  out 
shout  it  and  understood  it. 

Q.  You  had  been  doing  some  work  for  Democrats  through  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
8ome  of  the  negroos  said  they  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  they  were 
afraid  of  the  Populists  if  they  did  so. 

Q.  After  that  you  went  up  to  Thomson? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  then  from  Thomson  to 
Augusta. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  this  question:  In  national  politics,  are  yon  a  Populist,  a  Demo- 
crat, or  a  Republican? — A.  I  am  a  Republican.  I  thought  that  as  there  was  no 
Republican  candidate  out  in  the  field,  to  the  best  of  my  opinion  Major  Black  was  the 
man  for  me  to  snpport. 

Q.  I  wUl  ask  you  whether  or  not  you  wrote  those  letters  of  your  own  free  will,  or 
whether  you  were  hired  to  do  it? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  paid  a  single  rent;  and 
nobody  had  consulted  me  about  it  at  all.     I  saw  how  things  were  goin:;. 

Q.  Yon  had  no  consultation  with  the  Democratic  committee  of  McDnffle  County  ? — 
A.  No,  sir ;  with  none  of  them. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  T.  Wk8T,  Esq. : 

Q.  When  were  you  convicted  of  hog  stealing? — ^A.  It  was  in  1881,  I  think. 

Q.  Whose  hog  was  it? — A.  It  was  claimed  to  be  Mr.  Herk  Johnson's. 

Q.  He  is  a  prominent  Democrat  in  McDuffie  County,  is  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Where  did  yoa  serve  your  tiiuef — A.  I  was  only  convicted  for  three  months; 
and  I  paid  a  tine  and  did  not  serve. 

Q.  Yoa  plead  gnilty,  did  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  up  for  any  other  hogt — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  for  anything  else! — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  That  was  the  only  trip  they  ever  caught  you  I — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  the  writing  when  you  wrote  your  letter! — A.  I  did  my  own  wiitiog. 

Q.  You  did  the  writing  yourself! — A.  Yes,  sir;  myself. 

Q.  Nobody  copied  it  for  you?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  idea  Just  got  into  3'our  head  to  write  a  card  to  the  Chronicle f — ^A.  Yee.  sir; 
I  expressed  my  opinion  about  it 

Q.  What  did  you  say  in  that  first  card? — A.  Something  like  this:  That  ''many  a 
clean  heart  had  been  corrupted";  and  I  believed  it  had.  Lots  of  people  had  fi^ot  to 
the  place  that  when  you  would  meet  them  they  would  want  to  fight.  I  h»d.  beard 
them  going  alone  the  road,  and  sayinu  if  they  were  to  meet  a  Democrat  they  would 
do  this  and  would  do  that.  One  night  when  I  went  to  one  of  Mr.  Watson'a  meet- 
ings,  1  saw  some  negro  women  going  around  and  saying  that  if  they  found  a  Deaio- 
cratic  woman  they  would  mash  her  month. 

Q.  They  regarded  a  Democratic  negro  as  a  sort  of  au  anomaly,  did  tbey  not  f — 
A.  I  don't  know  what  they  thought  about  it. 

Q.  The  most  of  your  race  thought  that  any  negro  who  was  a  Democrat  was  bought, 
did  thoy  not? — A.  They  may  have  made  that  charge. 

Q.  Democratic  negroes  were  scarce,  were  they  not? — ^A.  There  were  several  of 
them  there  that  night,  but  no  women. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  That  was  in  the  election  of  1894,  I  believe. 

Q.  You  were  a  Populist  that  year,  were  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  that  time  you  were  running  with  the  hoys? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  in  1892  and  1894,  did  you  not?— A.  Yen,  sir. 

Q.  They  did  not  rnu  you  off  in  1894? — A.  They  never  caught  me  up  and  tried  to 
beat  me.  None  of  the  Democrats  ever  bothered  me  when  I  was  with  the  Popalist 
party.  As  soon  as  I  turned  over  to  the  Democratic  party  the  Populists  tried  to  kill 
me;  put  pistols  in  my  face,  said  I  was  a  damned  rascal,  and  every  thin  j^  of  that  sort. 

Q.  It  was  because  you  wrote  that  card  calling  them  rascals,  was  it  not? — A.  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  Did  they  know  you  had  been  convicted  of  hog  stealing?— A.  Y'es,  sir;  they 
knew  it,  but  said  nothing  about  it  as  long  as  I  voted  with  the  Populists. 

Q.  Yon  went  up  and  registered  in  the  election  of  1895,  did  yon  not? — A.  I  have 
been  registering  all  the  time. 

Q.  Yon  registered  in  1895,  did  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  had  struck  your  name  off  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  1  had  been  reglsterini^  all  the 
time,  and  my  name  had  not  been  stricken  off  the  list.  It  was  strange  to  me  that 
they  could  not  find  it  out  until  I  turned  over  to  the  Democrats. 

Q.  Mr.  Pierce  is  a  nice  man? — A.  He  is  a  Populist. 

Q.  That  is  the  truth  about  it,  is  it  not? — A.  I  never  had  any  trouble  or  dealing 
with  him. 

Q.  He  has  always  treated  you  nicely,  has  he  not,  and  treats  all  the  colored  people 
nicely?— A.  I  don't  know  it. 

Q.  You  don't  know  to  the  contrary,  do  yon? — A.  I  don't  recollect  anything  that 
has  ever  turned  up  between  him  and  the  negroes. 

Q.  Tbe  truth  of  the  matter  is  he  is  very  popular  with  the  negroes,  is  he  not. — A. 
He  is  always  familiar  with  them,  I  suppose.  I  have  never  asked  him  for  any  favor. 
He  always  gives  information,  I  suppose,  when  asked. 

Q.  Is  it  not  possible  that  your  prominence  in  getting  out  and  writing  a  card  and 
advising  such  things  is  what  called  attention  to  who  you  were,  and  is  the  reason  yoa 
^ot  your  name  stricken? — A.  No,  sir;  none  of  my  race  had  anything  to  do  with  try- 
ing to  hurt  me,  or  molest  me,  or  running  me  off*  I  talked  with  numbers  of  negroes 
who  said  they  desired  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  but  were  afraid.  There  were 
lots  of  Populists  around  there  who  did  not  know  about  this  matter,  and  they  told 
me  to  go  auea<l;  I  was  all  right.  They  seemed  to  be  favorable  to  nie  until  I  turned 
over  to  the  Democrats. 

Q.  You  ha<l  not  been  threatened  until  you  turned  over  to  the  Democrats? — A.  No. 
sir. 

Q.  Who  were  you  living  with  in  1892? — A.  Mr.  West.  Young. 

Q.  Did  you  live  with  him  iu  1894? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  last  year  I  stayeil 
there. 

Q.  Did  you  get  into  some  trouble  up  there  about  a  horse  that  you  had  given  a 
mortgage  on  to  a  Democrat  in  Thomson,  and  there  was  a  ti.  fa.  against  him? — A.  No, 
sir;  the  only  trouble  was,  they  said  they  were  not  going  to  let  the  merchants  have  it, 
and  said  they  would  swap  me  a  mule  for  the  horse.  I  had  let  my  wife  have  the 
horse.  They  asked  me  to  let  them  carry  the  horse  off  and  they  would  bring  me  a 
mule  for  it.    They  did  so^  and  I  never  got  either  the  horse  or  the  mule. 
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Vj.  Did  you  not  deuy  that  you  knew  where  the  horne  wasf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 
Because  they  had  carried  it  off  to  brinff  me  a  mule,  which  they  did  not  do.  When  I 
l€*ft  Mr.  Youne  I  asked  him  about  my  horse  and  he  said:  ''Well,  I  have  uot  found 
oat  wliat  the  horse  brought." 

Q.  When  was  he  to  let  yon  know? — A.  He  said:  ''I  don*t  see  how  we  are  going  to 
bsve  a  settlement  until  we  find  that  ont.^' 

Q.  Yoa  did  not  tell  the  ofticer  that  when  he  came  after  the  horse f — A.  The  ofticer 
did  not  come  to  me  about  it. 

Q.  DouH  you  know  that  he  was  down  there  at  your  house  looking  for  the  horse? — 
A.  He  was  there,  but  I  was  not  at  home.  After  that  1  told  him  I  did  not  know  where 
the  liorae  was,  because  I  did  uot  know. 

Q.  Yon  would  not  even  tell  him  how  the  horse  went  off  f — A.  I  told  him  Mr.  Clary 
had  the  horse.     Mr.  Clary  said:  '*  Damn  it,  let  me  talk  to  him.^' 

Q.  You  were  perfectly  willing  to  swap  the  horse  off,  if  you  could  get  a  mule  for 
him  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  told  Mr.  Boyd  I  did  not  know  what  they  did  with  the  horse, 
and  if  I  did  I  would  tell  him. 

Q.  Mr.  Boyd  is  a  Democrat,  is  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  not  tell  you  that  you  were  ''a  damned  rascal  and  were  trying  to  steal 
that  homef" — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  said:  ''Yon  needn't  be  airaid  that  I  am  trying  to  break 
yon  ap.''  I  said:  "I  don't  know  where  the  horse  is."  He  said:  "I  had  begun  to 
think  yon  were  trying  to  act  the  rascal  with  me  about  that;  but  since  yon  have 
explained  the  matter,  I  can  not  blame  you  at  all.*' 

Q.  Yon  had  explained  it  to  Mr.  Boyd? — A.  1  told  him  Just  how  the  matter  took 
place. 

Q.  After  all  this  matter  took  place,  you  did  write  a  card  saying  you  had  misrepre- 
sented those  gentlemen  ? — A.  I  nad  to  do  it  or  be  beaten  to  death.  They  said :  "You 
mnst  say,  '  This  is  to  certify  that  I  did  not  put  these  men's  names  to  that  paper.' " 
They  had  their  pistols  right  on  me. 

V*  They  never  hurt  you? — A.  Not  bodily.  They  put  a  stick  across  my  head,  and 
poshed  me  up  in  the  corner  of  the  fence.  They  made  me  think  they  were  going  to 
beat  loe  to  death. 

Q.  Were  they  trying  to  intimidate  you? — A.  I  don't  know  what  they  intended  to 
do,  but  that  is  what  tney  did  do. 

Q.  You  go  np  by  there  twice  a  day,  do  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir.  They  don't  live 
right  at  Boneville. 

Q.  \''on  are  running  on  the  '-Picayune?" — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  we  hardly  ever  have 
anybody  or  stop  at  that  station. 

Q.  They  have  had  ample  opportunity  to  hurt  you,  if  they  wanted  to  do  so,  have 
they  not? — A.  I  suppose  they  have.     I  have  not  seen  them  since  that  took  place.     I 
have  kept  out  of  Mr.  Wilson's  way  all  the  time. 
Q.  You  say  Mr.  Wilson  cursed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  a  cursing  man? — A.  He  cursed  me.  I  don't  know  whether  he  follows  it 
all  the  time  or  not. 

Redirect  examination  by  I.  £.  Farmer,  esq. : 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  about  that  horse  and  mule  business.  Where  were  you  living  at 
that  time? — ^A.  At  Mr.  Young's. 

Q.  You  were  operating  with  the  Populist  party  then? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

i^.  Who  carried  the  horse  off? — A.  Mr.  Clary,  Mr.  Young's  brother-in-law. 

Q.  Yon  had  nothing  to  do  with  carryiug  the  horse  off? — A.  No,  sir. 

il.  The  signing  of  that  card  by  you  saying  that  you  had  misrepresented  those  gen- 
tlemen was  done  at  the  point  of  a  pistol? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  now  running  on  the  Georgia  Railroad  train.  Your  train  does  not  stop 
at  that  place,  and  you  never  visit  there? — A.  I  have  never  been  there  since  that 
trouble  happened ;  and  our  train  seldom  has  occasion  to  stop  there.  We  only  stop 
when  flagged  down,  and  I  don't  suppose  we  have  been  flagged  three  times  in  three 
months. 

Q.  State  why  yon  left  McDuffie  County  and  came  to  Richmond  County? — A.  I  was 
satisfied  from  the  way  they  had  treated  me,  and  the  way  they  acted  after  they  came 
out  there  and  threatened  to  beat  me  in  the  new  ground,  and  it  went  on  for  a  few 
days,  I  came  otf  to  save  my  life,  and  to  keep  from  being  beat  half  to  death. 

Q.  Yon  consulted  with  friends,  who  advised  you  to  come  to  Augusta? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

William  H.  Paschal. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Bakrow, 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Ga, 

Contestee's  counsel  being  advised  by  notice  that  contestant's  counsel  would  take 
the  evidence  of  H.  S.  Doyle,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  19th  of  February, 
1896:  and  while  any  evidence  that  the  said  Doyle  might  give  would  be  objectionable 
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rather  cool  for  »  man  of  biR  high-strung  nature.  The  only  time  that  I  saw  any  indi- 
cation of  anything  other  than  an  ordinary  conversation  was  when  I  saw  his  head 
shake. 
I  Q.  Did  not  Dr.  Keville  tell  ^'ou  he  had  threatened  to  maul  the  neero,  or  cut  his 
throat,  or  something  of  that  kmdf — A.  Not-ut  that  time.  1  will  not  oe  positire  as 
to  his  exact  words,  unt  Dr.  Reville  told  me,  soon  after  making  that  remark,  that  he 
felt  like  knocking  him  down,  or  soraethiuff  of  that  kind.  He  said  he  told  Doyle  thst 
if  he  ever  mentioned  his  name  in  any  of  his  public  speeches  again,  he  was  goin^  to 
break  a  stick  over  his  head. 

\Q.  Did  he  not  say  further  that  Doyle  denied  mentioning  his  namef — A.  Dr.  ReviUe 
did  not  tell  me  that,  but  1  have  heard  it  from  other  sources. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  K.  Wilscm  had  the  same  grievance  against  Doyle  that  Dr.  Reville  had— 
he  heard  that  his  name  was  used  by  Doyle  in  that  speech,  did  he  notf — A.  1  don't 
know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Q.  On  the  Sunday  afternoon  that  Doyle  came  back,  don't  you  know  that  it  i»  a  fact 
that  Mr.  Willie  Hobbs  and  Mr.  Frank  Speer,  two  young  Democrats  of  Thomson,  went 
out  to  Mr.  K.  K.  Wilson's  to  inform  him  that  Doyle  was  in  townf — A.  I  don*t  know 
that  to  be  a  fact,  and,  what  is  more  than  that,  I  never  heard  it. 

Q.  You  never  heard  those  gentlemen  say  they  went  out  there  to  inform  him?— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  You  have  never  heard  Mr.  Wilson  say  itf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  know  as  a  fact  that  Mr.  Wilson  did  come  into  town  that  aftemoouf— 
A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  he  did. 

Q.  And  was  in  conversation  with  Dr.  Keville f — A.  He  was  talking  on  the  streets, 
but  had  no  private  conversation,  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  while  Mr.  Wilson  denies  that  he  was  going  to  be  any  party 
in  the  mobbing  of  Doyle  that  he  makes  a  play  upon  the  word  **mob/'  and  that  he 
openly  admits  that  he  had  requested  tUat  when  Doyle  came  to  town  that  word  b« 
sent  to  him  and  that  he  would  come  to  town  and  whip  him? — A.  The  only  thing  that 
I  know  of  that  is  what  apnears  in  Mr.  Wilson's  affidavit.  I  never  had  any  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Wilson  at  all  on  this  subject  of  the  disturbance  in  the  town. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  his  name  was  connected  with  the  purpose  to  attack  Doyle f— 
A.  Yes,  sir.  But  I  think  Mr.  Press  Johnson  drew  Mr.  Wilson's  affidavit.  Myself 
and  Mr.  Press  .lohnson  drew  ull  of  these  affidavits.  My  information  is  almost  exeln- 
slvely  confined  to  what  appears  on  that  paper.  The  witnesses  were  there  when  ve 
took  their  affidavits,  and  we  took  them  plain  and  square,  and  we  inqnire«l  into 
everything  that  they  knew  about  it. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  transpired  between  Mr.  Watson  atid  Mayor  Holzendorf 
and  Mr.  Scott:  you  were  not  there f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  Mayor  Holzendorf  said  Mr.  Watson  had  come  down  t4>  let 
him  know  that  there  was  a  threatened  attack  on  Doyle,  with  a  view  of  getting  the 
matter  stopped f — A.  I  only  know  that  like  1  heard  the  other  rumors  around  town. 
When  Mr.  Watson  was  making  his  famous  speech  before  the  depot,  the  remark  nude 
here  in  this  paper  is  about  the  only  thing  I  have  ever  heard.  The  mayor  offered  to 
put  as  man)'  policemen  around  his  bouse  as  was  necessary  to  protect  it. 

Q.  You  have  never  heard  Mr.  Reville  say  he  intended  to  whip  Doyle f — A.  1  don't 
think  I  ever  heard  anybody  say  he  intended  to  whip  Doyle. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  that  Mr.  Watson  was  anticipating  an  attack  on  his  house  and 
that  Doyle  hivd  gone  there  for  protection? — A.  I  heivrd  that  Doyle  had  ffone  there 
for  protection,  but  I  knew  of  no  attack  until  the  following  morning,  wnen  I  saw 
those  men  with  their  arms. 

Q.  No  effort  waH  made  by  those  men  who  came  to  Thomson  to  do  any  violence  to 
the  town  f — A.  The  only  thing  I  knew  about  was  the  mere  fact  of  armed  men.  includ- 
ing negroes,  riding  through  the  town  and  discharging  guns  at  night  would  be  cal- 
culated to  disturb  the  women  portion  of  the  population.  I  say  that  six  or  eight  men 
with  guns  on  their  shoulders  would  be  calculate  to  disturb  tne  eqailibrinm  of  the 
town. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  violence  attempted  on  any  citizen  of  Thomson  that 
day! — A.  I  don't  know  thai  I  did. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  those  gentlemen  yon  saw  coming  into  the  town 
¥rith  guns,  and  whom  you  think  were  calculated  to  disturb  the  weak  nerves  of  the 
women,  were  coming  solely  in  what  they  considered  the  defense  of  Mr.  Watson  f—A. 
When  I  saw  them  I  did  not  know  what  they  had  come  for. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  otherwise  now,  are  yont — A.  No,  sir.  I  have  never 
been  able  to  find  out. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  court-house  on  the  day  of  the  speakingf — A.  No,  sir;  !▼»* 
not. 

Q.  Then  how  are  yon  prepared  to  personally  indorse  as  correct  the  statement  in 
that  published  account  that  he  had  failed  to  attract  any  notice  at  the  court-hou.^ 
and  had  snbsecinently  marched  down  into  townf — A.  For  the  simple  reaaon  that  the 
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TMt  nialority  of  the  Democrats  of  the  town  were  attending  to  their  buftineM,  and  I 
don't  call  to  mind  that  there  was  a  single  one  there.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  there 
WM  not  one  there,  but  the  vast  minority  of  them  were  down  town  attending  to  their 
basiness. 

Q.  That  article  goes  on  to  say,  ''Mr.  Watson  and  his  negro  chum.''  That  waa 
meant  as  ji  reflection  on  Mr.  Watson,  was  it  not? — A.  That  part  of  the  report  waa 
drawn  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  Wiiliams,  and  1  am  not  prepared  to  endorse  any  portion  of  it 
other  than  what  I  saw  or  know.  As  to  its  meaning  that  Mr.  Watson  associated  with 
the  negro  or  kept  him  in  his  house,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  I,  for  myself,  disclaim 
toy  intention  of  meaning  that  when  I  signed  that  reprt. 

Q.  DonH  you  think  that  was  the  impression  that  was  among  the  people  f — A.  No, 
sir.  •  If  yon  will  refer  to  Mr.  Watson*s  paner,  I  think  you  will  find  some  cartoons  that 
vill  a  {(reat  deal  more  appear  as  an  insult  than  that  paper. 

Q.  Did  Doyle  say  that  was  offensive  f — A.  I  only  heard  about  iifteen  minutes  of  his 
speech.     There  was  nothing  offensive  in  what  I  heard. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  mutter  of  luct  that  he  is  really  a  man  of  education,  uhimI  got>d  lan- 
guage, and  is  really  an  eloquent  speaker? — A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  as  I  have- 
iwTer  had  an  interview  with  him  in  my  life,  and  have  never  spoken  to  him  in  my  life^ 
And  I  only  heard  a  small  portion  of  his  speech. 

Q.  What  did  3*ou  hear  him  say  on  that  occasion  that  was  offensive? — A.  1  never 
beard  anything  at  all.  I  heur<l  that  Doyle  made  the  liest  spoeoh  made  in  that  crowd,. 
not  Irom  an  oratorical  standpoint,  but  the  most  conservative  speech  at  that  time. 

Q.  Abont  what  is  the  comparative  streni^rth  of  the  white  people  in  McDuffie  County 
between  the  parties? — A.  I  really  would  have  to  refer  to  some  data  for  that.  If  yon 
will  give  me  the  information,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  rely  on  your  statement.  I 
think  perhaps  the  white  vote  in  the  county  would  be  4  Populists  to  1  Democrat. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  have  about  150  to  200  white  Democrats  in  the  county  ? — 
A.  1  think  there  are  183  white  Democrats  in  the  county. 

Q.  And  somewhere  between  500  and  600  white  Populists? — ^A.  I  would  say  there 
Were  more  than  that. 

(^.  Yon  voted  in  the  last  election  about  225  votes  for  M^or  Hlack? — A.  Abont  325. 

Q.  Then  yon  got  abont  125  or  150  colored  people? — A.  We  have  more  than  that 
many  colored  voters,  provided  we  are  able  to  pay  their  taxes.  Ordinarily,  with  any- 
thing like  an  adeonate  campaign  fund,  our  colored  vote  has  been  about  200  or  260, 
irhereas  the  Populist  colored  vote  Is  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  600  or  700. 

Q.  Or  abont  the  same  proportion  as  with  the  whites? — A.  Yes,  sir;  abont  the  same- 
relation. 

<^.  Dou*t  you  know  it  is  a  fact  that  yonr  colored  Democrats  go  to  the  polls  and 
vote  as  frcelv  as  they  want  to  without  fear  of  threat  or  intimidation  ? — A.  I  have 
shtrady  testihed  as  to  that.  We  have  had  very  little  disturbance  on  account  of  votera^ 
IB  the  district. 

i^.  Don't  3*oa  know  that,  taking  them  as  a  rule,  the  colored  people  of  McDuffie 
County  who  are  in  better  circumstances  or  those  of  more  means,  as  a  rule,  belong  to 
the  PopnIist  party? — A.  There  are  very  few  colored  people  in  McDufHe  County  whe 
bare  anything  more  than  a  mule,  or  something  of  that  kind.  There  are  no  wealthy 
eotored  people  there.    My  idea  is  that  the  ratio  would  still  stand  in  that  respect. 

<^.  Ab  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee,  or  filling  that  position,  don't  yon 
know  that  we  have  always  said  to  you  that  we  wanted  to  give  you  perfect  and  full 
lad  free  representation  at  the  polls,  and  that  we  have  always  done  so? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
we  have  always  had  a  manager  at  the  polls. 

Q.  Yon  have  not  only  been  accorded  a  manager  at  each  polling  place  in  the  elec- 
tion, bnt  also  a  clerk? — A.  I  onlv  know  that  at  Thomson  precinct  I  have  nsually 
Bade  the  appointment  myself,  and  referred  the  country  appointments  to  the  country^ 
Democrats.  I  know  that  was  offered,  and  the  ordinary  notified  me  to  name  the  man- 
He  has  the  naming  of  the  managers. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  in  order  to  carry  out  yonr  selection  at  the  last  election  at 
Tbomson  precinct,  we  having  a  Justice  of  the  peace  there,  and  you  having  named  a 
notary  pnolie  who  was  not  a  freieholder,  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  his  eligibility; 
bat,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  spirit,  we  permitted  vour  notary  public  to  art? — A. 
The  man  whom  I  selected  acted,  and  I  think  every  lawyer  in  the  town  agreed  that 
be  was  <|aalified. 

Q.  Yon  have  never  heard  any  doubt  or  complaint  by  anv  Democrat  in  the  county,  or 
by  any  Democratic  managers  who  were  appointed,  that  the  votes  of  McDuffie  County 
w*ere  not  properly  counted? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  have  no  reason  to  believe  they  were  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  who  was  the  treasurer  of  your  campaign  committee  in  1892,  at 
first? — A.  Mr.  James  W.  Boatright. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  act? — A.  Until  after  the  State  election,  to  the  best  of  my  reool- 
Wtion. 

Q.  Then  who  acted? — A.  Keally  I  don*t  know  who  held  tke  fund,  bnt  it  was  subject 
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to  my  order  from  that  time  out.    It  wae  John  li  oUendorf^  or  Pre^s  Johason,  or  some  oi 
those  people.    The  money  was  subject  to  my  order  from  that  time  on. 

Q.  Why  did  Mr.  Boatwright  resign! — A.  For  the  simple  reason  that  be  thought h« 
was  not  giving  satisfaction  to  the  campaign  committee. 

Q.  In  what  way  was  there  dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Boatwrightf 

(ConteBtee*8  counsel  object  to  this  evidence  as  absolutely  irreloTant  and  not  tend- 
ing to  illustrate  the  issue  as  to  whether  Mr.  Black  or  Mr.  Watson  received  marc 
votes  in  the  election  of  October  2,  1895,  Mr.  Boatwright  having  been  treasurer  in 
1892  for  McDuffie  County.) 

Witness.  The  only  thing  was,  Mr.  Boatwright  was  most  too  business-like  with 
the  finances,  and  carried  it  on  too  much  of  a  business  principle. 

Q.  Was  there  not  some  trouble  about  some  amount  that  was  expended  for 
whisky  f — A.  There  was  not,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Uuw  much  whisky  was  bandied  when  Mr.  Boatwright  was  chairman  f — A.  I 
don't  recollect. 

Q.  How  much  did  yon  handlef 

(Contestee's  counsel  object  to  any  evidence  relating  to  how  the  campaign  fund  wa« 
spent  in  the  county  of  MoDuffie  in  the  year  1892,  the  result  of  that  election  having 
been  adjudicated  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  favor  of  Maj.  J.  C.  C.  Black.) 

A.  1  handJed  very  little. 

Q.  Did  you  not  use  and  keep  in  your  official  capacity  whisky  in  year  office,  or  io 
some  building,  for  election  purposes! — A.  There  was  whisky  in  my  office  during  the 
election  of  1892.  It  was  bought  by  me  and  kept  in  my  office,  and  I  gave  it  to  whom 
J  wished. 

Q.  You  did  not  pay  for  it  out  of  your  private  funds! — A.  No,  sir;  it  came  out  of 
the  campaign  fund. 

Q.  Did  that  fund  come  from  Augusta? — A.  I  don't  recollect.  We  made  up  some 
of  it. 

Q.  Don't  you  recollect  that  a  great  deal  of  it  was  sent  by  Richmond  County  f— A. 
Richmond  County  sent  some  money. 

Q.  A  good  large  amount,  was  it  not! — A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Did  they  not  also  send  yon  some  whisky! — A.  No,  sir.  There  was  very  little 
whisky  used  in  the  campaign,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  while  Mr.  Boatwright  was  in  charge  he  kept  kegs  of  it 
down  there  in  his  warehouse!— A.  No,  sir.  The  only  whisky  I  ever  saw  in  a  keg  wsb 
some  sent  there  by  the  Carter  boys  after  the  election  was  over. 

Q.  Were  you  not  informed  by  Mr.  Boatwright  and  was  it  not  generally  understood 
that  he  kept  whisky  down  there  during  his  term  of  office! — ^A.  I  heard  t^e  charge 
made. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if,  when  he  turned  over  his  position,  or  resigned,  whisky  was 
not  brought  from  down  there  and  put  in  your  charge! — A.  I  don't  recollect  anything 
about  that. 

Q.  How  much  money  did  Mr.  Boatwright  spend! — A.  I  can  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  How  much  was  handled! — A.  I  can  not  tell  you. 

Q.  How  much  is  the  highest  sum  you  paid  any  one  of  your  negro  workers  for  his 
whole  term,  from  along  in  August  until  the  election  in  November! — A.  Twenty  dol- 
lars or  $25  would  l>e  the  outside  limit  paid  to  one  man.  In  the  distribution  of  the 
campaign  fund  of  McDuffie  County,  there  was  not  a  single  dollar  placed  to  buy  a 
voter.  I  hud  the  money  and  could  have  so  used  it  if  I  wished,  but  not  a  dollar  was 
used  for  any  such  purpose.  Men  who  were  already  advocating  Major  Black's  elec- 
tion, and  who  spent  their  time  in  the  interest  of  the  party,  I  sometimes  paid  them 
5<)  cents  for  the  labor  they  performed. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  such  Populist  negroes  as  Mose  Pooler  and  Henry  West  and 
others  were  approached  by  Democrats  with  an  oiler  of  money  to  turn  over f— A.  I 
don't  remember  ever  approaching  a  man  on  that  subject,  and  if  one  was  approached 
in  that  connection  it  was  without  my  knowledge  or  consent. 

Q.  How  much  money  did  you  spend  in  1892! — A.  I  decline  to  answer  thatqae^ 
tion,  on  the  ground  that  one  political  party  has  no  right  to  know  the  amoaoC  of 
funds  expended  by  the  other  in  a  campaign. 

Q.  Was  there  as  much  as  $1,500  sent  into  McDuffie  County  ! 

(Contestee's  counsel  protest  against  counsel  for  the  contestant  continuing  to  a^l^ 
questions  relative  to  the  disbursing  of  the  campaign  fund  of  1892,  that  election  not 
now  being  in  issue.) 

Witness.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  much  as  $1,000!— A.  I  don't  think  there  was  $1,000. 

Q.  Somewhere  in  that  neighborhood! — A.  I  refuse  to  answer  that  question  on  the 
ground  specitied. 

Q.  There  was  also  money  and  whisky  sent  there  and  handled  by  yon  and  other 
people  who  had  charge  of  the  campaign  of  1894,  was  there  not! 

(Contestee's  counsel  protest  against  evidence  as  to  the  disbursing  of  the  campaign 
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fond  of  the  election  which  by  mutual  consent  was  declared  off,  and  is  not  now  in 
ianne  a«  to  what  occarred  in  1894.) 

WiTMicss,  If  there  was  any  at  all,  it  was  very  little  of  either. 

Q.  You  know  some  whisky  was  sent  into  the  county  or  bought  with  the  campaign 
funds  f — A.  None  was  sent  into  our  county.  There  may  possibly  have  been  a  few 
quarts  bought  or  used  in  the  campaign. 

Q.  DoiiH  you  know  that  your  workers  were  given  whisky  when  they  were  sent  out 
to  these  night  meetings  Y — A.  No,  sir;  when  I  went  on  a  campaign,  I  usually  carried  a 
bottle  witli  me  of  my  own.  Frequently  I  would  give  a  part  of  that  to  some  of  the  boys 
after  the  meeting  was  over.  There  was  some  wnisky  used  in  1894,  but  the  amount 
was  so  small  that  I  don't  think  the  effects  could  have  been  noticed. 

Q.  In  all  these  campaigns  some  whisky  was  bought  and  usedf — A.  No,  sir;  in  the 
eampai|^n  of  1895  there  was  no  whisky  bought  or  used  that  I  know  of,  except  a  gal- 
lon that  George  H and  myself  bought  for  our  own  use. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  use  it  all,  did  yonf — A.  I  think  we  did.  In  the  campaign  of  1895, 
for  which  the  present  contest  is  going  on.  I  don't  think,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief,  that  I  spent  one  dollar  for  whisky,  and  the  individual  whisky  which  was 
bon«;ht  \rsM  consumed  entirely  by  the  speakers. 

Redirect  examination  by  C.  U.  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  West  brought  out  the  proportion  of  colored  voters  in  McDnffie  County  that 
were  Populists  were  about  the  same  proportir>n  as  that  of  the  white  voters.  In  other 
wordH,  there  were  about  three-fourths  white  voters  and  about  the  same  proportion 
of  colored  voters  who  were  Populists.  Is  it  not  true  that  MoDufflo  County  colored 
people  vote  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  those  people  for  whom  they  are  working 
in  the  country  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  tliat  is  more  or  h'ss  the  rule.  There  is  one  thing  I  will 
add  in  connectitm  witli  the  coiiipaign  fund  of  1892  in  relation  to  the  law  that  requires 
the  payment  of  tastes.  At  that  time  very  few  negroes  had  taken  any  interest  in  poll- 
tics  and  they  had  fallen  behind  in  their  taxes,  and  frequently  the  taxes  that  we  had 
to  pay  for  each  negro  ran  up  to  within  the  neighborhood  of  $8  or  $10,  and  the  cam- 
paign fnifd  was  expended  to  a  large  extent  in  that  way.  Both  the  Populists  and  the 
Democrats  made  a  practice  of  paying  the  taxes  of  supporters  of  their  respective 
parties  when  they  were  unable  to  pay  their  taxes  themselves.  That  was  done  by  the 
Populists  and  by  us.  In  all '  the  campaign  funds  that  I  have  handled,  a  large  per 
cent  of  the  money  went  for  the  payment  of  taxes  and  for  barbecues. 

Q.  In  the  election  of  1892,  between  Mr.  WatHon  and  Mr.  Hlack.  the  payment  of  taxes 
was  not  enforced  to  any  great  extent,  was  it? — A.  We  had  a  local  registration  law 
in  McDutHe  County.  The  colored  voters  gradually  dropped  off,  and  to  bring  all 
these  back  and  pay  their  taxes  required  an  enormous  amount  of  money.  In  addition 
to  paying  the  taxes,  we  bad  to  pay  50  cents  for  the  execution  and  50  cents  for 
the  sheriff  for  issuing  the  execution  ibr  each  year  that  they  were  defaulters. 

Q.  How  did  you  decide  who  were  defaulters? — A.  We  went  through  the  books, 
and  found  where  a  man  had  not  paid  his  taxes,  and  made  a  memorandum  of  that 
fact. 

Q.  Dnring  that  contest  did  not  something  happen  to  the  tax  books  of  McDuffie 
County  f — A.  They  disappeared  during  the  campaign  of  1892. 

Q.  Who  was  in  charge  of  themf — A.  The  tax  collector. 

f^.  What  were  the  politics  of  the  people  in  charge  of  them? — A.  They  were 
Populists. 

Q.   Mow  mnny  books  disappeared?— A.  I  think  from  1877  to  the  book  of  1892. 

V.  From  1877,  the  time  of  rei^uiring  the  payment  of  this  i>oll  tax,  up  to  1892? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  those  books  disappear? — A.  We  had  a  local  re;;istration  law 
in  SicDnttio  County,  which  provided  that  the  registration  list  could  be  purged  by 
summoning  parties  to  appear  before  the  ordinary,  upon  giving  them  one  day's  notice. 
I  appointed  a  committee  to  go  and  make  out  a  list  of  the  defaulters  and  have  them 
snbp<pnaed.  We  had  about  200  or  300  names  subpoenaed  to  show  cause  why  their 
names  should  not  be  stricken  from  the  list  of  voters.  1'he  vast  majority  of  those 
were  people  with  Populistic  tendencies.  It  was  between  the  day  of  filing  those  charges 
and  their  hearing  that  the  books  disappeared. 

Q.  When  the  books  disappeared  did  the  evidence  by  which  you  could  show  those 
men  were  defaulters  also  disappear? — A.  It  did. 

Recross-examination  by  J.  T.  West,  esq. : 

Q.  Don't  you  knuw  that  since  that  time,  for  instance  in  1895,  a  large  batch  of  exe- 
cutions issued  for  that  year  were  found  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  H.  McCorkle,  a 
former  bailiff  of  McDutfie  County,  a  Democrat,  who  did  not  produce  them  until  1895 
and  who  went  out  of  office  in  188n?— A  There  was  a  batch  found  in  Mr.  McCorkle's 
possession,  and  I  think  there  were  batches  found  in  the  possession  of  several  con- 
stables all  over  the  county.  I  think  all  of  the  constabjes.  Populists  and  Democrats, 
made  it  a  practice  that  when  they  got  those  in  their  possession  to  keep  them. 
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Q.  Yon  donH  know  who  stole  those  books  f — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  say  that  there  were  a  great  many  negroes  whom  yon  thought  yoa  could  yoie 
for  the  Democratic  candidate,  but  were  tax  defaulters  f — A.  We  had  paid  their  taxes. 
Q.  Not  all,  had  yoaf — A.  There  were  some  others. 

Ira  £.  Fakuek. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

B.  W.  Barrow, 
Notary  Public,  Eu^numd  County,  Ga, 
Adjourned. 

Augusta,  6a..  October  i,  1895. 

Dear  Judgb  :  I  may  have  to  leave  the  city  to-night;  if  so,  I  can't  serve  as  manager 
at  to-morrow's  election.    If  I  have  to  leave  will  send  my  resignation  later. 
Yours,  etc., 

M.  M.  Conner,  /.  P. 

Augusta,  Qa.,  October  1, 1S95, 

Messrs.  John  H.  Nsibung,  J.  P.,  and  Julius  Bourn,  F.  H., 

Managers  Fourth  Ward  Precinct : 

Dear  Sirs:  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  Judge  M.  M.  Conner  indicating  a 
possibility  of  his  having  to  leave  the  city  to-night  and  thereby  being  prevented  mm 
serving  with  you  to-morrow.  Should  he  fail  to  be  present  you  gentlemen  will  fill  the 
vacancy  with  a  freeholder,  giving  the  preference  to  a  Populist  if  possible.  I  hare 
endeavored  to  give  them  one  representative  at  each  precinct,  and  it  is  my  desire  for 
you  to  fill  the  vacancy  (if  one  should  occur)  with  a  reputable  Populist.  I  have 
endeavored  to  see  you,  and  not  being  able  to  do  so,  have  requested  Dr.  Morgan  to 
hand  this  to  you. 

Yours,  truly,  William  G.  £vr, 

Judge  City  Court,  B.  C, 
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State  of  Oborgia,  Biohmond  C<mniy : 

I,  B.  W.  Barrow,  notary  public  in  and  for  the  ooanty  of  Richmond  and  State  of 
Georgia,  do  certify  that  I  acted  as  commissioner  to  take  the  testimony  in  the  coanty 
of  Richmond,  in  the  case  of  Thomas  £.  Watson  v.  James  C.  C.  Black,  for  a  seat  in  the 
Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and  I  do  further  certify  that  the  fore- 
going testimony  of  W.  F.  Eve,  P.  J.  Sulliyan,  C.  A.  Steed,  Q.  M.  Hood,  Joseph  Cart- 
ledse,  W.  M.  Bearden,  J.  B.  Cumming,  D.  Q.  Fogarty,  William  Desmond,  M.  J.  Davem, 
T.  H.  Stringer,  J.  K.  Stratford,  Daniel  Kerr,  T.  J.  Wiiiiams,  Neil  Mclnnes,  W.  M.  Dun- 
bar, F.  A.  Calhoun,  James  W.  Moore,  R.  J.  Wilson,  W.  A.  Muse,  J.  L.  Robertson,  W.  T. 
Lamar,  J.  D.  Sheehan,  Bryan  Lawrence,  S.  H.  Myers,  Evans  Morgan,  John  Vauirhn, 
I.  T.  JOeiurd, Matthew  Sheron,  J.  J.  Doughty,  H.  K.  Lowrey,  H.  D.  Leon,  J.  H.  Niebun^, 
S.  £.  Kelly,  D.  C.  Moore,  J.  Q.  Spires,  Julius  Banm,  Bowdre  Phinizy,  J.  B.  Morgan, 
John  Simms,  I.  N.  Zellare,  James  Fagan,  George  Patterson,  J.  H.  Hlnton,  J.  B.  Walker, 
J.  J.  Daris,  C.  L.  Bailey,  A.  E.  Wilcox,  W.  F.  Eve,  J.  H.  Lee,  G.  D.  Etter,  J.  B.  Cummintt, 
I.  T.  Heiwrd,  W.  H.  Pasohali  and  I.  £,  Farmer  is  the  true  and  original  evidence  of  suoii 
witnesses  with  the  auestions  and  answers,  and  signed  by  said  witnesses  in  my  pros* 
enoe  after  the  same  had  been  read  over. 

I  do  i'urtt^er  certi^  that  paffes  Nos.  9  and  10;  resolutions  signed  by  James  Barrett, 
chairman,  and  Gordon  C.  Williams,  secretary;  printed  sheet  headed  *'An  outrage^ 
and  Indignant  people  vindicate  themselves;"  pages  from  Augusta  Evening  Herald 
of  Augusl  17, 18, 19, 26, 29, 27, 20,  September  3, 11. 18, 21. 25J7,  October  2  and  3 ;  report 
of  committee  of  the  House  in  the  contested  election  of  Thomas  E.  Watson  v,  James 
C.  C.  Black,  No.  1U7,  in  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  second  session,  dated  June  24, 1894, 
all  herein  inclosed,  are  the  original  books^  papers,  and  documents  introduced  by  the 
contest^,  the  same  being  identified  by  me. 

B.  W.  Bahrow, 
Notary  Puhlic,  Siohmimd  County,  Oa. 


TESTIMONY  IN  REBUTTAL. 

In  re.  Thomas  E.  Watson,  contestant,  v.  James  C.  C.  Black,  oontestee.  ETideoee  for 
contestant,  Thos.  E.  Watson,  taken  before  Jno.  A.  Fancett,  ordinary  of  McDuffie 
County,  at  the  conrt-honse,  Thomson,  Ga.,  Febrnary  19,  1896. 

Present  for  contestee,  Ira  E.  Farmer,  of  counsel  of  contestee,  and  P.  B.  Johmoii. 

THOS.  E.  WATSON,  contestant,  being  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

I  am  told  that  contestee  in  closins  his  case  in  Augusta  yesterday  introduced  a  let- 
ter, which  was  published  by  a  nnmoer  of  Democratic  citisens  of  Thomson  in  1882, 
arraigning  me  personally  in  very  severe  terms.  That  publication  was  introdaced 
over  the  objection  of  my  attorney,  and  in  my  opinion  should  not  have  gone  on  the 
record.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  taat  publication  is  in  the  record  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  show  the  iigustice  it  aoes  me.  The  card  is  signed  by  Rev.  A.  W.  Williams,  who 
was  at  that  time  in  charge  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  this  place,  by  the  two  gentle- 
men who  appear  as  counsel  for  contestee  this  morniuji;,  by  the  mayor  of  the  town,  I 
believe,  ana  several  other  prominent  Democrats  of  the  town.  1  have  never  talked 
with  any  of  these  gentlemen  in  regard  to  those  matters  before  or  after  the  pablica- 
tion  came  out,  with  the  exception  of  the  Rev.  A.  W.  Williams,  the  Methodist  minis- 
ter. In  the  summer  of  1893,  in  compliance  with  a  request  he  made  of  me  t^roiigh 
my  friend  Mr.  P.  H.  Pearce,  I  received  a  visit  from  Mr.  Williams  at  my  house.  We 
discussed  the  dissensions  which  existed  in  our  commuuity  over  these  political  mat- 
ters ;  a  desire  was  expressed  that  something  might  be  done  to  bring  about  a  better 
state  of  feeling  between  the  two  parties,  and  Mr.  Williams  sngsestea  that  the  object 
could  be  attained  if  I  would  consent  to  attend  a  revival  which  ne  was  then  conduct- 
\na  at  the  Methodist  Church  and  take  some  prominent  part  in  the  proceeding.  I 
told  him  that  the  obstacle  in  the  way  was  this  publication  which  he  and  prominent 
members  of  his  church  had  signed  against  me.  He  then  said  that  he  felt  that  the 
publication  had  done  me  an  i^ustice;  that  this  publication  was  owing  to  the  excite- 
ment and  circumstances  and  the  apparent  justification  which  surrounded  the  gen- 
tlemen at  that  time,  and  that  while  under  the  same  circumstances  he  would  again 
do  the  same,  he  was  now  convinced  that  I  was  not  the  man  the  article  said  I  was, 
and  the  charges  therein  made  were  not  borne  out  by  the  facts.  I  told  Mr.  Williams 
that  his  statement  was  perfectly  satisfac;tory  to  me,' and  that  I  would  go  down  to  his 
church  and  make  any  statement  that  would  harmonize,  conciliate,  and  forward  the 

good  work  he  was  doing  in  the  church ;  but  I  added  that  I  owed  something  to  my 
riends  as  well  as  to  myself,  and  that  the  charges  involved  my  friends  and  my  party, 
and  that  the  injuries  done  me  were  in  a  public  manner.  I  thought  that  Mr.  Williams 
in  some  public  manner  should  make  known  what  he  had  said  to  me  in  private. 
This  he  declined  to  do,  and  the  matter  ended  there.  Mr.  P.  H.  Pearce,  whom  Mr. 
Williams  had  gotten  to  arrange  the  interview,  was  present,  and  heard  all  that  was 
said  in  the  interview. 

I  have  not  read  the  publication  since  1892,  but  recollect  that  its  contents  in  a  gen- 
eral way  accused  me  of  attempting  to  incite  our  people  to  riot,  bloodshed,  violence, 
or  of  endeavoring  to  bring  reproach  upon  the  character  of  the  people,  and  arraigns 
me  as  being  an  incendiary  aud  a  bad  character. 

In  reference  to  personal  accusations  I  wish  to  say  that  I  was  bom  here:  that  my 
immediate  ancestors  have  lived  here  since  colonial  times ;  that  they  have  been  land- 
owners and  respectable  people  from  Revolutionary  times  down.  That  I  myself  am 
and  have  been  a  property  holder  in  town  and  county,  a  man  of  family,  a  member  in 
ffood  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church,  have  represented  my  county  in  the  State 
legislature,  at  various  conventions,  was  chosen  by  the  State  to  head  its  electoral 
ticket  in  1888,  and  up  to  the  time  I  withdrew  from  the  Democratic  party  in  1891  my 
standing  as  a  man  and  as  an  official  had  never  been  the  subject  of  an  attack. 

That  my  crime  consisted  only  in  having  withdrawn  from  the  Democratic  party,  I 
will  endeavor  to  show.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  consolidated  returns  f^m  Richmond 
County,  Ga.,  showing  that  when  I  was  a  candidate  against  the  Hon.  Geo.  T.  Barnes 
for  nomination  for  Congress  I  not  only  carried  every  militia  district  of  my  own 
county,  not  only  carried  every  county  outside  of  Richmond,  but  that  I  carried  a 
majority  of  militia  districts  in  Richmond  County,  the  home  of  M^jor  Black  and  Mr. 
Barnes. 
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(CouDBel  for  oontetitee  objects  on  following  grounds:  Because  the  foregoing  evio 
denoe  is  irrelevant  to  the  contest  pending,  and  because  the  above  testimony  is  not 
in  rebotWil  tnnftj  testimony  heretolbro  given  by  contestee.) 

As  a  further  evidence  of  the  facts  that  the  publication  signed  by  Rev.  Williams 
and  others  misrepresents  me,  and  that  it  would  never  have  been  published  had  I 
not  withdrawn  from  the  Democratic  party,  I  introduce  an  editorial  from  the  McDuffle 
Joamal,  the  local  paper,  which  was  written  by  Mr.  J.  £.  White,  the  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  that  paper,  who  was  then  and  is  now  a  Democrat.  The  date  of  editorial 
was  August  16, 1899. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  makes  the  same  objection  as  the  last  objection  preceding.) 

"  His  record  as  a  legislator  is  open  to  the  world,  and  will  stand  triumphantly  the 
test  of  the  most  captious  scrutiny.  Socially  and  morally  his  character  is  without  a 
blemish.  We  have  known  him  since  early  boyhood  and  gladly  bear  testimony  to 
hia  unwavering  adherence  to  principles  of  honor  and  integrity.  Bom  in  compara- 
tive poverty,  he  is  indebted  alone  to  his  own  unaided  efforts  for  the  high  and  hon- 
orable standing  he  has  attained." 

The  next  I  take  from  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  published  in  Richmond  County,  Oa., 
dated  August  20, 1890: 

"Mr.  Watson  was  not  the  first  choice  of  Richmond  County  or  of  the  Chronicle  for 
Representative.  The  Chronicle  could  not  indorse  the  Alliance  platform,  which  Mr. 
Watson  has  accepted  in  full ;  but  the  party  in  the  Tenth  district  has  spoken,  and 
every  Democrat  should  follow  the  example  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  waive  a  part  of  his 
own  conclusion,  and  waive  a  part  for  party  and  unity  and  public  good.  This  we 
are  the  more  willing  to  do  because  we  recognize  in  Mr.  Watson  striking  qualities 
and  high  character.  He  has  built  himself  up  swiftly  and  securely  in  his  profession, 
and  is  admired  for  his  brilliant  gifts  and  personal  honesty.  He  has  made  an  aggres- 
sive campaign,  and  the  verdict  which  was  entered  up  from  Harlem  yesterday  was  a 
strong  tribute  to  his  popularity  and  ability.'' 

One  of  those  newspaper  articles  was  before  my  nomination  and  one  after.  My 
election  followed  without  any  real  opposition,  and  no  criticism  was  made  of  me 
politically  or  personally  until  I  refusea  to  support  Charles  F.  Crisji,  and,  following 
that,  refusing  to  support  the  Democratic  caucus.  I  did  not  support  Mr.  Crisp  because 
the  Alliance  platform  to  which  the  Chronicle  alludes  and  upon  which  I  was  elected 
pledged  me  in  honor  and  conscience  to  stand  by  the  St.  Louis  platform  uuinfluenced 
by  party  caucus. 

Tnose  demands  are  as  follows: 

''The  committee  on  demands  made  the  following  report  on  confederation  with  the 
Knights  of  Labor.    Adopted. 

"Report  of  Committrb  ok  Demands, 

**St.  Louis,  Mo.f  December  6, 1S89. 

"A&rreement  made  this  day  by  and  between  the  undersigned  committee,  represent- 
ing the  National  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Iiidiistrial  Union,  on  the  one  part,  and  the 
undersigned  committee,  representing  the  Knights  of  Labor,  on  the  other  part,  wit- 
nesseth :  The  undersigned  committee  representing  the  Knights  of  Labor,  having  read 
the  demands  of  the  National  Farmers'  Alliauce  and  Industrial  Union,  which  are 
embodied  in  this  agreement,  hereby  indorse  the  same  on  behalf  of  the  Knights  of 
Labor,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  practical  effect  to  the  demands  herein  set  forth, 
the  legislative  committees  of  both  organizations  will  act  in  concert  before  Congress 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  enactment  of  laws  in  harmony  with  the  demands 
mutually  agree<l. 

"And  it  is  further  agreed,  in  order  to  carry  out  these  objects,  we  will  support  for 
office  only  such  men  as  can  be  depended  upon  to  enact  tliese  principles  in  statute  law 
aniufluenced  by  party  caucus. 

"The  demands  hereinbefore  referred  to  are  as  follows: 

"(I)  That  we  demand  the  abolition  of  national  bunks  and  the  substitution  of  legal- 
tender  Treasury  notes  in  lieu  of  national  bank  notes,  issued  in  sufficient  volume  to 
do  the  business  of  the  country  on  a  cash  system ;  regulating  the  amount  needed  on  a 
per  capita  basis  as  the  business  interests  of  the  country  expand;  and  that  all  money 
lasued  by  the  Government  shall  be  legal  tender  in  payment  of  all  debts,  both  public 
and  private. 

"(2)  That  we  demand  that  Congress  shall  pass  such  laws  as  shall  effectually  pre- 
vent the  dealing  in  futures  of  all  agricultural  and  mechanical  productions,  preserv- 
ing a  stringent  system  of  procedure  in  trials  as  shall  secure  the  prompt  conviction, 
and  imposing  such  penalties  as  shall  secure  the  most  perfect  compliance  with  the  law. 

"(3)  That  we  demand  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver. 

"(4)  That  we  demand  the  passage  of  laws  prohibiting  the  alien  ownership  of  land, 
and  that  Congress  take  early  steps  to  devise  some  plan  to  obtain  all  lands  now  owned 
by  aliens  and  foreign  syudicates;  and  that  all  lands  now  held  by  railroad  and  other 
corporations  in  excess  of  such  as  is  actually  used  and  needed  by  them  be  reclaimed 
by  the  Qovernment  and  held  for  actual  settlers  only. 
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'*  (5)  BeUeving  in  the  doctrine  of  'aqari  rights  to  all  end  tpecial  priTilagM  to 
none/  we  demand  that  taxation,  national  or  Statei  shall  not  he  need  to  hnild  up  ene 
interest  or  class  at  the  expense  of  another. 

"  We  belieye  that  the  monev  of  the  country  shonld  be  kept  as  ranch  as  possible  in 
the  hands  of  the  people,  and  hence  we  demand  that  all  revenues,  nationali  State,  or 
connty,  shall  be  limitea  to  lihe  necessary  expenses  of  the  Gkyvemment  eeonomieall^ 
and  honestly  administered. 

^'(6)  That  Congress  issne  a  snfflcient  amount  of  ftaetlonal  paper  cnireney  to 
facilitate  exchange  through  the  medinm  of  the  United  States  man. 

**  (7)  We  demand  that  the  means  of  oommanieatlon  and  transportation  shall  be 
owned  by  and  operated  in  the  interest  of  the  people,  as  is  the  United  States  postal 
system. 

'*  For  the  better  proteotion  of  the  interests  of  the  two  organisations,  it  is  mataall^ 
agreed  that  such  seals  or  emblems  as  the  National  Parmen*  Alliance  and  Indnstrf  mI 
union  of  America  may  adopt  will  be  recognized  and  protected  in  transit  or  other- 
wise by  the  Knights  of  Labor,  and  that  alTseals  and  labels  of  the  Knights  of  Labor 
will  in  like  manner  be  recognized  by  the  members  of  the  National  Farmers'  Alliance 
and  Industrial  Union  of  America. 

"S.  B.  Erwim,  Chtnrwtmn, 
N.  8.  Hall,  SecreUtrjf, 
J.  D.  Hammonds, 
F.  M.  Blujit, 
B.  H.  Clovuk, 
M.  Paob, 
J.  R.  MiUES, 
W.  H.  Barton, 
N.  A.  Dunning, 
6.  M.  Adams, 
J.  D.  Hatvikld, 
B.  B.  Alexavdsr, 
D.  K.  NoRRis, 

H.  S.  P.  ASHBT, 

R.  F.  Peck, 
R.  C.  Brtty, 

W.  8.  MOROAK. 
J.  W.  TURNSS, 

A.  8.  Mann. 
**  Cammitteit  on  Demands  of  ihe  Nationai  Farmert^  Alliance  Md  Induiiriml  Uuwm. 

"T.  V.  POWDBRLY, 

J.  W.  Wright, 
Ralph  Bkaumont, 
"  Commitue  reprMmtiitg  the  Order  of  Ike  K»i§kU  qf  Lobar,'* 

Upon  the  theory  that  a  public  pledge  should  bind  a  man  as  securely  as  a  priTate 
one,  I  could  not  see  my  way  to  the  support  of  Mr.  Crisp,  who  had  rejected  the  plat- 
form which  I  had  accepted.  My  refusal  to  promise  to  vote  for  B(r.  Crisp  proToked 
a  broadside  of  denunciation  from  the  Democratic  papers,  which  was  Intensined  when 
I  declined  to  go  into  the  Democratic  caucus:  and  in  a  few  months  so  creat  a  chttnge 
had  occurred  that  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  wnich  had  spoken  of  me  so  highly  in  ISA, 
denounced  me  as  a  political  pariah  and  social  Ishmaelite.  holding  me  up  to  pnblie 
hatred  as  one  who  raises  his  baud  against  the  prosperity  of  his  own  people,  and  who 
would  scatter  the  ashes  of  desolation  over  the  heailhstones  of  his  neighbors.  At  the 
convention,  which  was  held  in  my  own  town,  to  nominate  my  opponent,  J.  C.  C.  Black. 
in  1892,  the  temper  of  the  Democratic  party  toward  me  was  shown  by  the  fact  tikat 
Hon.  R.  H.  Lewis,  of  Howard  County,  of  counsel  for  contestee  in  this  case,  made  a 

3>ecial  prayer  or  invocation,  in  his  speech  seconding  Mr.  Black's  nomination^  that 
od  Almighty  would  visit  me  with  a  special  curse  and  strike  me  with  the  lightning  of 
his  wrath. 

Another  reason  why  I  was  so  furiously  assailed  by  the  Democratic  party  was  thai 
I  had  voted  to  seat  Stewart  in  the  case  of  Craig  r.  Stewart,  a  contested-election  case 
from  Pennsylvania.  Stewart  was  a  Republican.  I  thought  he  was  entitled  to  his 
seat  and  so  voted,  as  did  the  Hon.  Bourke  Cockran  and  Mr.  Babbitt,  of  Wisconsin, 
both  of  whom  are  strong  Democrats.  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Republican,  had  the  certifi- 
cate of  election.  To  obtain  it  he  had  to  get  the  signatures  of  both  Democrats  and 
Republicans  of  the  officials  who  were  managers  of  election,  and  also  a  favorable 
decision  from  judge  of  election.  Mr.  Stewart  was  from  a  district  which  was  Repub- 
lican. He  had  received  a  minority  of  votes.  The  election  returns,  signed  by  the 
manaffers  of  both  parties,  were  in  his  fkvor.  A  Judicial  opinion,  based  npon  the 
records  of  the  case,  had  recognized  his  right  to  the  seat.  This  being  so,  all  pre- 
sumptions of  law  were  in  his  favor.    Mr.  Craig,  the  Democrat,  alleged  that  the 
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BapnbUaMi  m^oiity  had  been  illegally  obtained  by  the  yoling  of  miiegistered  voten.. 
Tbe  lav  of  Pamwylvania  allows  a  voter  who  haa  not  leeialered  toTote,  neyertheleMy 
if  ha  makes  a  eertain  affidavit.  Mr.  Craig  alleged  thai  theee  affidavits  were  not  made,. 
and  to  prove  the  faot,  he  IntrodDoee  a  oertifiente  ftom  the  deputy  pioihonotery,  in 
whflae  office  the  affidavits  should  have  been  filedi  that  oertain  affidavits  which  were 
pcodnced  were  the  only  ones  in  his  office  at  that  time.  These  did  not  cover  the  votee- 
aMaehed.  I  did  not  believct  after  listening  to  argnment,  that  Mr.  Craig  had  made 
•at  tiis  case  for  these  reasons.  The  law  always  requires  the  highest  and  best 
•viteMOy  and  the  law  aftwi^a  pnaames  that  offidala  do  their  duty. 

Fixat.  Mr.  Ciaig  did  not  pnodnee  the  bset  evidence.  He  could  have  sworn  the- 
Democratic  managers  of  election,  but  did  not  do  so;  he  could  have  sworn  any  l>emo> 
cratte  bystander  who  was  present  at  the  voting,  but  did  not  do  so;  he  could  have 
sworn  the  voters  themselves,  bat  did  not  do  so;  he  could  have  sworn  the  protbono- 
tary,  but  did  not  do  so.  He  produced  a  mere  certificate,  which,  as  lawyers  will 
rsoagniae,  will  prove  nothing  unless  there  is  a  special  statute  to  that  eft'ect,  and 
there  was  none  in  this  case.  Even  where  the  certificate  of  an  officer  is  taken  as  a 
sufficient  proofs  the  certificate  of  that  officer's  deputy  is  not  sufficient.  In  this  case 
it  was  only  the  deputy  who  certified,  and  even  that  certificate  was  entirely  iusuffi* 
cient,  because  it  did  not  state  that  those  affidavits  had  not  at  some  time  been  in  the 
office.  The  office  in  question  is  a  public  one,  accessible  to  every  citizen;  and  the  cer- 
tificate only  stated  that  the  affidavits  were  not  in  office  several  weeks  after  election, 
and  alter  the  law  required  them  to  be  put  there.  Consequently,  as  it  appeared  to  me, 
here  was  a  sitting  member,  Mr.  Stewart,  a  Republican,  holding  a  commission,  hold- 
ing a  Judicial  decision  in  his  favor,  holding  a  certificate  of  election  signed  by  iiisna- 
gers  of  elections  of  both  parties,  admitted  to  have  received  the  highest  number  of 
votes  ttom  a  confessedly  Republican  district  ftom  a  confessedly  Republican  State, 
and  a  Democrat  trying  to  turn  him  out  upon  no  evidence  whatsoever  except  a  detbe* 
tive  certificate  fh)m  an  officer  whom  the  law  does  not  allow  to  certify  in  a  case  like 
tills.  I  knew  that  my  vote  in  faver  of  the  Republicans  would  give  me  trouble.  I 
eoidd  easily  have  dodged  it,  but  with  my  convictions  about  the  law  and  evidence,  I 
felt  it  my  anty,  acting  as  a  Juror,  to  vote  in  favor  of  Mr.  Stewart. 

The  clerk  to  the  Speaker,  Mr.  £.  H.  Barrett,  an  official  of  the  House  of  which  I 
a  Member,  immediately  denounced  me  through  the  columns  of  the  Atlanta  Con- 


stitntion,  and  charged  that  my  motive  in  votiiiff  for  the  Republicans  was  to  aet  the 
benefit  of  the  Republican  campaign  boodle.  I  had  the  article  read  at  the  Clerk'a 
desk  .the  next  morning,  and  rising  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege  repelled  the 
aecnsation  as  utterly  false,  and  stating  that  Mr.  Barrett  knew  it  was  fhlse,  and  that 
Mr.  Crisp,  whose  clerk  he  was,  also  knew  it  to  be  false.  From  a  dispatch  sent  by 
Mr.  Claude  N.  Bennett,  special 'correspondent  of  the  Atlanta  .Tonrnel,  it  was  pub- 
lished to  the  people  of  Georgia  that  Mr.  Barrett  reiterated  his  charge  and  promised 
to  prove  it.  Mr.  Bennett's  dispatch— -queting  Mr.  Barrett — was:  '^My  words  were 
proved.  I  shall  prove  it,  and  prove  Watson  the  liar."  That  was  the  last  of  it,  of 
coarse.  He  made  no  efibrt  to  prove  it,  as  it  was  incapable  of  proof.  The  purpose  of 
Mr.  Barrett  and  of  Mr.  Crisp,  without  whose  implied  consent  Mr.  Barrett,  his  con- 
fidential clerk,  would  never  have  dared  to  make  the  charge,  was  to  injure  me  with 
the  people  of  Georgia,  and  they  did  it.  The  leading  Democratic  daily  of  my  own 
district,  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  assailed  me  on  this  vote,  and  Mr.  George  C.  Car- 
penter, one  of  ray  supporters  in  Richmond  Omuty,  wrote  to  me  requesting  me  to- 
defend  myself  against  the  charge,  and  urged  me  to  give  reasons  for  my  vote.  I  wrote 
a  brief  statement  of  fiicts  and  of  my  legal  views  on  those  facts,  and  sent  them  to  Mr. 
Carpenter,  with  the  request  that  he  have  them  published  in  the  Chronicle.  The 
Chioniele  refused  to  pubiiidi  the  article,  and  no  Democratic  paper  would  give  my 
side  of  the  case  at  all.  They  would  not  even  state  that  the  Hon.  Bourke  Coehraa 
took  the  same  views  and  voted  as  I  did. 

Another  incident  which  greatly  inflamed  the  Deoiocratic  party  against  me  was  that 
I  had  opposed  in  the  House  the  printing  at  the  public  expense  of  a  large  number 
of  extra  copies  of  the  force  bill,  which  the  Democratic  campaign  committee 
desired  to  distribute  as  a  campaign  document.  The  usual  number  of  copies  bad 
already  been  printed  at  the  Government  Printing  Office  and  I  thought  that  if  any 
political  party  wanted  an  extra  supply,  for  merely  campaign  purposes,  such  party 
should  bear  the  expense.  Coming  home  upon  the  heel  of  all  these  incidents,  upon 
which  the  people  had  been  aroused  in  every  possible  way,  I  found  pelitieal  excite- 
laent  running  higher  than  had  ever  been  known  before  in  Georgia  in  ray  day.  I  waa 
denied  a  hearing  in  the  citv  of  Augusta,  and  waa  howled  down  by  a  clamoroos  mob»  , 
I  was  denied  a  hearing  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and  was  howled  down  in  the  same  way. 
Both  in  Augusta  and  Atlanta  my  fHends  had  formed  a  kind  of  volunteer  guard 
around  me  and  escorted  me  to  my  room,  to  prevent  threats  of  personal  violence  ftona 
being  carried  out.  While  I  was  speaking  at  Crawfordville  during  joint  debate,  a 
piBt<M  was  drawn  on  me  by  a  Democrat  in  the  crowd,  and  my  assassination  waa 
probably  prevented  by  my  springing  upon  Hbe  table,  daring  him  to  shoot,  and  thna 
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attraotin^  the  attention  of  my  Aiendi  to  my  danger.  Weapons  haring  been  diawn 
on  both  sidea,  neither  took  the  initiative  and  no  blood  was  shed.  This  was  in  1892. 
In  the  town  of  Washington  where  I  had  ffone  to  have  a  Joint  debate  wi^  Hon.  Thos. 
G.  Lawson,  and  while  I  was  sitting  in  the  Georgia  Railroad  car  late  in  afternoon, 
and  after  the  departure  of  my  Iriends  from  the  town,  a  mob  of  Democrats  bosfded 
the  oar,  assailea  me  with  every  vile  epithet,  yelled  and  cursed,  floarished  stieksy 
knives,  and  pistols  in  my  face  and  over  my  head  with  the  evident  purpciee  of  provok- 
ing me  to  some  act  of  resistaDce,  to  afford  them  the  ezonse  for  mnrder.  There 
were  at  least  fifteen  or  twenty  of  these  men,  armed  and  furious.  I  was  alone,  and 
unarmed,  with  the  exception  of  W.  T.  Theson,  J.  M.  Gilbert,  .Ino. W.  Darracott.  We 
were  expecting  no  attack  and  were  powerless  to  resist  one.  Finally  obeervinf  a 
star  on  the  coat  of  one  of  the  men,  Mr.  Tuck  Irwin,  I  aro^e  t<o  my  feet  and  asked  if 
they  thouffht  it  was  a  manly  and  brave  thing  to  insult  an  nnanned  man  in  that 
manner.  Mr.  Irwin,  the  marshal  of  the  town  of  Washington,  at  once  said  he  did  not 
know  that  I  had  been  insulted  and  that  he  would  clear  the  car.  As  soon  as  he  could, 
he  did  so. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  systematic  manner  in  which  the  passions  of  the  people  were 
aronsed  against  me,  I  read  from  the  Augusta  Chronicle  ot  October  19, 1892: 

-''THE  DESPSRATB  STRAIT  OF  A  DB8PERATK  LBADBR — TOM  WATSON  AT  8TKLLA.VIUJB 
ADVISES  HIS  FOLLOWERS  TO  SHARPEN  THEIR  KNIVES  ANI>  ARM  THE  COLOKBD  PXO- 
PLB  AND  CARRY  THEM  TO  THE  POLLS^  AND  IF  A  DEMOCRAT  COMES  BETWEEN  TO 
USE  HIM  UP. 

"NOAH,  Ga.,  Octo^  18,  lS9g. 

"  Watsou  is  getting  desperate.  There  were  about  700  or  800  Third  Party  meo  and 
women  present  at  Stellavule;  about  one-third  of  the  crowd  was  from  Burke  Ct»unty. 
His  speech  was  very  incendiary.  He  told  his  followers  that  they  must  elect  bim  at 
all  hazards;  that  the  whites  must  sharpen  up  their  kuives  and  arm  the  colored  peo- 
ple and  carry  them  to  the  polls.  If  a  Democrat  comes  in  between  to  use  him  up  and 
eee  that  no  one  intimidates  them. 

"They  are  making  the  negroes  take  solemn  obligations  to  support  Watson. 

"  He  said  in  the  winding  up  of  his  speech  that  Black  and  Boy  kin  Wright  met  with 
the  KepuUlican  executive  committee  of  Augusta  and  bought  them  up  and  bribed 
them  to  support  their  ticket.'' 

This  article  was  published  in  large  advertising  type  called  "scare  headlines,"  on  the 
first  paf^e  of  the  paper.  And  for  several  days  afterwards  the  charf^e  was  repeated, 
commented  upon  in  the  most  inflammatory  manner,  and  the  slander  was  circulated 
all  over  the  district  by  dodgers,  extra  copies  of  the  Chronicle,  and  by  word  of  mouth. 

The  accusation  had  no  foundation  whatever,  i  made  no  such  speech  at  Stellaville, 
er  at  any  other  place.  So  indignant  were  the  people  of  that  county  common  tiny  over 
this  publication  that  they  called  an  indignation  meeting  at  Stellavllle  a  few  days 
after  this  article  appeared,  denounced  the  charge  as  untrue,  and  called  for  its  retrac- 
tion. This  meeting  was  attended  and  participated  in  by  both  Democrats  and  Popu- 
lists, and  the  Democrats  of  that  community  bore  testimony  to  the  fact  that  I  nad 
made  no  such  speech.  So  complete  was  the  refutation  of  this  particular  slander 
that  Mr.  John  iSiuith,  the  author  of  it,  uiaile  a  public  retraction  of  it  over  hie  sig- 
nature in  the  Augusta  Chronicle.  But  this  retraction  came  too  late  to  calm  the 
public  excitement,  and  the  Chronicle  publiHhed  it  in  such  an  obscure  part  of  the 
paper  that  probably  where  ten  men  read  the  accusation  asainst  me,  one  man  read 
that  it  had  been  nolle  pressed.  The  same  paper— the  Chronicle — ^the  leading  Demo- 
cratic paper  of  the  district,  published  a  story  of  like  character,  about  the  same  time, 
affirming  most  positively  that  I  had  compelled  a  white  lady  to  allow  the  Rev.  H.  S« 
Doyle,  a  colnrea  man,  to  eat  at  her  table  and  sleep  in  her  house,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  she  had  in  tears  pleaded  with  me  to  be  excused  fVom  entertaining  him.  No  inci- 
dent of  that  kind  occurred  at  anytime,  and  upon  the  particular  night  referred  to  by 
the  Chronicle  I  slept  in  the  house  of  my  sister,  Mrs.  George  W.  Usry,  and  Bev.  H.  S. 
Doyle  was  entertained  at  the  house  of  a  colored  man  in  another  part  of  the  town  of 
Gibson. 

I  give  these  incidents  to  show  the  state  of  the  Democratic  imagination,  and  to 
show  what  a  large  allowance  should  be  made  in  weighing  the  evidence  contained  in 
that  publication,  which  the  contestee  introduced  against  me  yesterday. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  all  the  foregoing  testimony,  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  immaterial  and  irrelevant  in  a  contest  resulting  from  election  held  in  1^6; 
second,  that,  because  it  is  not  in  rebuttal  to  any  evidence  taken  by  oontestee; 
third,  that  contestee's  counsel  makes  special  objection  to  part  of  Mr.  Watson's 
testimony  relating  to  the  contested  election  case  of  Craig  v.  Stewart,  because  the 
record  of  said  case  is  the  best  evidence,  and  that  the  law  requires,  as  Mr.  Watson 
testifies,  the  best  evidence  to  be  used.) 

Coming  now  to  the  charge  of  inciting  riot  by  the  assemblage  of  armed  men  at  my 
house,  I  state  that  the  men  who  so  assembled  were  under  the  control  of  the  sheriff 
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of  MoDnffle  Coonty,  aa  a  poeae  lo  protect  Rev.  T.  H.  Doyle  and  myaelf  and  family 
from  a  threatened  attack.  On  the  Sunday  the  trouble  originated  Rev.  H.  8.  Doyle, 
who  had  been  campaigning  for  me  very  efleotlA  ely,  arrived  in  Thomson,  coming 
from  Angosta,  where  the  Lemocrato  had  tfirown  Blin  in  Jail,  and  where  some  promi- 
nent colored  people  had  exerted  themselves  in  his  behalf  and  had  secured  his  release 
on  bond.  Mr.  Doyle  is  a  very  fine  stump  speaker,  and  his  speeches  were  peculiarly, 
irritating  to  the  Democrats.  They  had  run  him  away  from  Sparta  with  pistols  and 
kuivea.  Sparta  was  his  home.  It  had  become  impossible  for  him  to  live  there.  He 
had  oome  to  Thomson  and  taken  up  his  temporary  residence  where  he  believed  he 
eould  be  protected.  He  had  been  ^ot  at  in  Jefferson  County  and  another  man 
killed  by  mistake  for  him.  Threats  had  been  made  against  him  by  some  of  the  very 
men  who  assembled  on  the  Sunday  evening  in  queatiim.  Thereforoi  there  was  noth« 
ing  very  strange  to  me  in  the  fact  that  Doyle  should  come  to  my  house  and  claim  my 
protection  from  a  threatened  attack.  The  sheriff  of  the  county  came  to  my  house 
about  the  same  tinre  Doyle  did  and  told  me  that  Anse  Boyd,  a  colort^d  man  in  C.  J. 
Fortaon's  emplovThad  come  running  to  him  and  told  him  that  Dr.  T.  P.  Reville  had 
either  sent  for  £.  R.  Wilson  to  come  to  town,  or  had  been  making  inquiries  about 
him,  I  do  not  remeiuber  which.  Dovle  had  just  reached  Thomson  on  the  cars. 
Reville  had  seen  him.    Reville  and  Wilson  were  the  ones  who  threatened  him.    In  » 

white  man  of  the  town,  passed  my  house  in  Dr. 
direction  he  would  have  to  go  to  reach  £.  R.  Wilson's. 
I  came  into  town  and  he  and  Dr.  Reville  and  several 
others  who  Joined  them  then  appeared  to  be  consulting  in  an  excited  manner.  The 
sheriff  and  others  who  observed  what  was  going  on  stated  to  me  that  the  crowd  waa 
assembling  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Do^e  out  and  whipping  him.  Doyle  firmly 
believed  it  and  asked  my  protection.  I  told  him  there  was  a  negro  house  in  my 
back  yard,  to  go  and  get  in  it  and  that  no  man  should  do  him  violence  if  I  could 
prevent  it.  In  company  with  Mr.  John  T.  West,  my  friend  and  neighbor,  I  went  to 
see  the  mayor  of  the  town,  and  held  a  consul tatiou  with  him  at  the  house  of  Mr.  F.  A. 
Scott,  banker  and  merchant  of  this  town.  I  told  them  what  was  brewing :  told  them 
that  even  then  the  crowd  was  gathering,  and  they  could  see  them  themselves  on  the 
street  if  they  would  look.  I  told  the  mayor  I  thought  it  was  his  duty  to  take  steps  at 
once  to  check  the  movement  which  was  going  on,  and  to  prevent  violence  and  blood- 
shed. I  then  returned  to  my  house.  The  crowd  did  not  disperse;  on  the  other  hand, 
reports  brought  to  me  showed  that  they  were  determined  to  carry  out  their  purpose  of 
whipping  Doyle,  and  were  preparing  to  come  in  sufficient  force  to  overcome  any  resist- 
ance I  could  make.  As  nignt  ore  w  near  and  we  could  see  no  steps  the  mayor  had  taken 
to  protect  my  premises,  word  was  sent  to  a  few  of  my  friends  and  they  came  to  my 
house  to  defend  it  and  Doyle  against  any  attack  that  might  be  made  against  either. 
Shortly  after  dark,  the  crowd  still  being  downtown  ana  still  making  threatening 
demonstrations  and  as  it  appeared  preparations  for  a  night  attack,  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  remained  on  my  premises  in  charge  of  the  men  there  assembled  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  crime  if  any  crime  attempted,  or  if  an  attack  could  not  be  averted,  we 
intended  to  defend  the  place.  The  mayor  came  to  my  house  at  this  time,  told  me  that 
he  had  talked  to  the  crowd,  and  that  they  had  given  up  the  idea  of  making  an  attempt 
of  getting  Doyle.  At  that  time  there  was  no  denial  at  all  that  there  had  been  a  crowd 
whose  purpose  was  to  take  Doyle  and  whip  him.  The  mayor  also  said  he  would  fur- 
niah  extra  marshals  to  protect  my  premises  I  declined  the  offer,  because  he  had  not 
taken  any  steps  to  prevent  trouble  during  the  afternoon.  He  had  left  me  to  my  own 
resources.  A  Popujist  sheriff  had  charge  of  the  Job  of  furnishing  me  the  necessary 
protection,  and  at  that  stage  of  the  game  I  was  much  more  disposed  to  rely  upon 
the  protection  of  a  Populist  sheriff  than  of  that  of  Democratic  extra  marshals.  This 
is  absolutely  all  that  was  done  by  me  in  the  way  of  exciting  people  to  riot.  The 
precautions  I  took  I  firmly  believe  prevented  a  riot. 

I  introduce  a  list  of  the  registered  voters  of  Richmond  County,  published  Novem- 
ber 20, 1892,  for  municipal  election.  It  shows  that  list  of  voters  as  given  by  the 
Democratic  paper  was  4,676. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  introduction  of  the  above-mentioned  list, 
first,  because  it  is  not  in  rebuttal  of  any  testimony  taken  by  contestee;  second, 
because  it  is  not  certified  to  as  being  a  correct  copy  by  the  proper  officials  of  Augusta ; 
third,  it  purports  to  be  a  list  of  voters  registered  by  city  officials  and  for  a  muni- 
cipal election,  and  not  prepared  by  any  ofScer  of  Richmond  County  or  of  the  State 
of  Georgia.) 

It  is  published  in  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  which  does  the  public  printing  for 
Augusta.  It  was  charged  in  evidence  taken  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  for  contestee, 
that  ne^oes  and  Republicans  opposed  me  because  I  had  attacked  the  Atlanta 
Exposition  management,  Hon.  Emory  Speer,  a  Republican,  and  Prof.  Booker  L. 
Washington,  a  colored  man,  to  speak  at  the  opening  of  the  exposition.  No  such 
attack  was  ever  made  by  me.  On  the  other  hand,  I  simply  used  the  incident  to  show 
what  iigustice  they  had  done  me  in  accusing  me  with  being  too  friendly  with  the 
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n^gnea  and  Republicans.  I  reminded  them  that  the  j  had  hounds  me  ail  oyer  the 
State  for  beins  too  mueh  in  fiivor  of  friendly  treatment  of  the  negroea.  They  had 
abnaed  me  ae  being  a  secret  aliy  of  the  Repabllean  party,  and  yet  they  themealree  had 
passed  by  all  the  Democratic  orators  as  being  nnwortby  of  the  place  and  had  choaea 
Hon.  Emory  Speer,  whom  they  had  driren  out  of  office  with  pxetly  mach  the  eama 
methods  they  need  on  me.  And  I  twitted  them  about  having  abused  the  Popnliate 
lor  having  sent  negro  delegates  to  convention,  and  yet  they  themselves  had  ehoaan 
a  negro  to  speak  from  the  same  stand  as  Mrs.  Philip  Thomaon.  Instead  of  abaaiBg 
the  Kepublican  speaker  and  the  negro  apeaker,  1  merely  used  the  faot  to  show  that 
they  indorsed  my  position  and  abused  me  fbr  something  which  they  did.  That  my 
apeech  was  so  understood  is  shown  by  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  published  next  day. 
In  the  evidence  taken  for  conteatoe  at  Sparta  It  was  stated  that  under  the  influenoa 
of  my  speaking  t<>  the  negroes  one  of  them  had  insulted  Mrs.  Roberta,  tho  hotel 
keeper.  From  the  Atlanta  Journal,  a  paper  largely  owned  and  controlled  by  Hon. 
Hoke  Smith,  Secretary  of  Interior,  I  take  the  following  account  published  and  eir- 
eulated  by  Democrats.  This  report  was  made  by  Mr.  Claude  N.  Bennett^  an  employaa 
of  Hon.  Hoke  Smith.    This  was  August  26,  1892.    It  is  headed: 

''COLOR  LINB  WIPHD  OCT— OUTOOMV  OF  WATSOR's  AVNOUNCaMKinr  TO  THAT 
BFPKCT— A  BURLY  NRGKO  ATrSMPTS  TO  RVJOT  SOCIAL  EQUALITY  AT  BPARTA  AlTD 
18  FIRED. 

"  [Staff  Qarrwpondenoa  of  Jonmal.   Sparta,  Aofnat  a6«] 

''An  incident  illustrative  of  Hon.  Thomas  £.  Watson's  color-line  doctrine  la  the 
subject  of  much  comment  here  to-day.  When  he  had  finished  his  address  Thnraday 
he  went  to  his  room  in  the  Drummers'  Home.  So  irresistible  was  his  attractiveneaa 
that  throngs  of  his  hearers  wanted  to  follow  him.  Mr.  W.  C.  D.  Roberts  was  at  the 
Democratic  speaking.  Mrs.  Roberts  had  sole  charge  of  affairs  at  the  hotel.  I  give  the 
incident  as  she  gave  it  me.  The  conversation  between  her  and  the  negro  is  exactly 
as  she  related.  Negroes  had  several  times  started  up  the  steps  to  see  their  leader; 
they  had  been  told  that  they  could  not  come  in  and  had  gone  back.  One  of  tiia  big- 
gest, burliest,  blackest  started  up  in  a  manner  which  showed  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  be  kept  back.    The  landlady  came  out  and  this  dialogue  ensued: 

•*  'Mrs.  Roberts.  What  do  you  wantf ' 

" '  Burly  Negro.  I  want  to  see  my  leader. 

*' '  Mrs.  Roberts.  Well,  you  can't  come  in  here.  ^ 

" '  Burly  Negro.  But  I  will  come  in.  My  leader  has  wiped  out  the  color  line.  He 
has  Just  told  me  he  has  wiped  out  the  color  line  and  I  could  associate  with  whita 
folks,  and  T  come  in  to  do  It. 

"  'Mrs.  Roberts.  If  your  leader  has  wined  out  the  color  line  in  his  house  he  haa  not 
in  this  one.  If  Mr.  Watson  wants  to  maKe  an  associate  of  you  he  will  have  to  taJce 
you  to  his  home  in  Thomson.    He  can't  associate  with  you  in  my  house. 

"  '  Btirly  Negro.  But  I  will  come  in.    I've  got  to  see  my  Jesus  Christ/ 

"  With  this  the  burly  negro  pushed  the  elegant  ladv  aside  and  rushed  in  the  office, 
but  before  he  could  reach  the  room  of  his  sainted  Thomas  Mra.  Roberts  called  the 
marshal  and  had  him  consigned  to  his  proper  place  in  the  street,  and  the  said  burly 
negro  apparently  melted  into  space,  ior  the  most  diligent  search  has  failed  to  find 
him.  Mrs.  Roberts  afterwards  told  Mr.  Watson  that  she  considered  him  responsible 
for  the  negro's  conduct  and  that  in  fViture  no  amount  of  money  could  induce  her  to 
entertain  a  guest  who  was  followed  by  such  a  mob.  The  announcement  was  plain 
in  eifect,  you  can't  stop  here  any  more.  Mr.  Watson  regretted  this,  and  assured  Mrs. 
Roberts  tnat  he  had  not  told  the  negroes  that  the  sooiiu  line  was  wiped  out,  but  that 
the  political  color  line  was  wiped  out — ^that  black  and  white  had  equal  rights  polit- 
ically. Of  course  his  statement  was  correct,  but  unfortunately  his  doctrine  was 
preached  to  an  audience  who  could  not  see  any  distinction  between  varying  oolor 
lines.^ 

That  dispatch  was  signed  by  Claude  N.  Bennett;  was  published  all  over  the 
State  of  Georgia;  was  even  telegraphed  to  the  New  York  papers;  was  easily  believed 
by  the  average  wliite  Democrat,  and  caused  amon^  them  the  most  intense  bitter- 
ness, politically  and  personally,  to  me.  As  God  is  my  Judge,  no  such  ineldent 
occurred  so  far  as  I  know.  Am  informed  or  believe  it  was  as  pure  a  political  fkb- 
rioation  as  ever  was  written,  so  far  as  I  know  and  believe.  It  is  not  true  that  Mn. 
Roberts  called  such  an  incident  to  my  attention  then  or  afterwards;  it  ia  not  true 
that  I  ever  held  any  conversation  with  her  about  it  at  any  time.  My  stay  at  the  hotel 
Iras  unmarked  by  any  special  incident,  except  that  one  of  my  white  firienda~-a  plain 
countryman,  with  coat  on  his  arm— Mr.  Augustus  Hill,  of  Warten  County,  came  ta 
the  door  and  asked  to  see  me.  Mrs.  Roberts  curtly  told  him  he  couldn't  see  ma,  and 
he  bowed  and  left  the  house.  I  was  seated  at  the  table,  and  her  condnet  waa  tieed- 
lessly  rude  to  Mr.  Hill,  but  the  incident  passed  away  without  any  remark  tnm  me 
to  her  or  her  to  me.    During  my  stay  at  the  hotel,  if  any  negroes  tried  to  oome  to 
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my  room,  I  do  not  know  it;  no  Bnch  thins  was  repoited  to  me«  WlMn  I  sot  ready  to 
leave  I  went  to  her  in  person  and  settled  my  bill.  She  told  me  I  owed  her  10  centa 
Ibr  coffee,  50  cents  for  room,  50  oenta  for  my  dinner.  I  settled  the  bill  and  gave  and 
received  the  usual  courteous  parting  salutation.  I  do  most  positivelv  claim  that  I 
left  that  hotel  without  any  knowle<^;e  whatever  of  any  incident  as  that  contained 
in  Mr.  Bennett's  dispatch.  It  was  several  da^s  afterwards  before  I  knew  anything, 
about  it,  and  then  it  was  in  the  Augusta  Chronicle.  Mr.  O.  F.  Lee,  an  Augusta  drum- 
mer at  tnat  time,  with  his  wife,  was  at  the  hotel  during  the  whole  time  I  was  there. 
Ms^.  C.  £.  McGregor,  Mr.  John  W.  Waller,  Mr.  H.  S.  Boatwright,  and  a  number  of 
other  gentlemen  were  present  when  I  paid  my  bill.  They  will  appear  and  testify  later 
in  the  case. 

The  color-line  doctrine  to  which  Mr.  Bennett  referred  in  bis  dispatch  and  «rhich 
the  fubricated  incident  at  the  hotel  was  inteuded  to  make  odious  as  possible,  grew 
out  of  the  position  I  had  taken  upon  the  negro  cxncstion.  When  I  reached  home  from 
Washington  August  9,  1892,  to  make  an  address  to  a  very  large  audience  which  waa 
awaiting  me  in  Thomson,  in  which  I  announced  that  the  People's  Party  favored  a 
settlement  of  the  negro  question  by  frankly  conceding  to  the  negro  his  full  political 
rights,  I  said  in  politics  the  color  Hue  should  be  wiped  out:  that  each  man. 
whether  white  or  black,  should  be  allowed  to  exercise  his  full  ricnt  without  regard 
to  color.  This  sentence,  "The  color  line  ought  to  be  wiped  out,^'  was  taken  up  at 
once  by  uiy  Democratic  opponents.  All  the  chivuges  were  ruu  on  it  to  make  the 
whites  believe  I  favored  social  equality.  From  tliese  exaggentted  statements  about 
my  position,  grew  Just  snch  pnblioations  as  the  alleged  Sparta  Hotel  incidcut. 

It  was  stated  in  testimony  for  contestee  in  Augnsta,  in  an  eft'ort  to  explain  their 
large  vote,  that  the  negroes  and  Kepublicans  were  opposed  to  my  election.  The  txuth 
is  Just  to  the  contrary,  for  reasons  X  will  now  give. 

In  the  first  place,  the  People*s  Party  was  the  first  organization  of  white  mon  in  the 
South  that  ever  treated  the  negro  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  Of  course  the  Republican 
party  would  have  done  so  if  it  could;  but  in  most  of  the  Southern  States,  if  not  all, 
there  were  so  few  white  Republicans  that  it  was  easy  for  the  Bourbon  Democrats  to 
keep  both  the  white  Republican  and  negro  in  subjection.  Therefore,  when  the 
Farmers'  Allianoe,  composed  of  white  property  owners  and  laborers,  went  almost  en 
oiasee  in  the  People's  Party,  and  declared  their  purpose  of  giving  the  negro  full  polit- 
ical recognition,  a  free  ballot  and  a  fair  count,  the  very  necessities  of  the  case  made 
our  party  the  one  which  the  Republicans  and  negroes  found  right  to  encourage.  We 
were  attempting  to  break  up  an  intolerant  Democrotic  tyranny,  which  deniea  to  the 
citizen  the  right  to  exercise  any  other  opinions  except  those  presented  for  him  by  the 
Boorbon  leaders.  We  began  to  select  colored  members  of  our  committees,  oonven- 
tilMie»  and  variona  delegations.  Up  to  that  time  only  the  Republicans  had  done  this ; 
the  Demoorats  had  not  done  it.  To  show  that  Democratic  papers  did  hold  us  up  to 
ridicule  and  condemnation  because  nesproes  were  members  of  our  delegations,  I 
exhibit  a  cartoon  from  Hon.  Hoke  Smitlrs  paper  of  July  23,  1892,  in  which  ne  draws 
a  picture  of  the  Populist  State  convention,  showing  John  Mack,  a  negro  delegate 
from  Bnrke  County,  seconding  the  nomination  of  W.  L.  Peek  for  governor  of  Geor- 
gia. So  well  was  it  understood  in  the  campaigns  of  1892,  1894,  and  1895  that  the 
negroee  were  supporting  me  enthusiastically  and  wel-lnigh  unanimously  that  it  was 
one  of  the  standard  cries  of  the  campaign  that  ours  was  the  "nigger  party,"  and 
that  I  had  not  only  lashed  the  negro  into  a  state  of  enthusiam  but  of  almost  bias* 
phemeae  affection.    Mr.  Claude  N.  Bennett's  card,  alreadv  introduced,  shows  the  fact. 

To  show  Just  how  these  matters  were  charged  to  me  in  1892  and  subsequently,  I 
read  from  the  August  Chronicle  of  Auffust  21,  1892:  *<The  Third  Party  has  already 
divided  the  whites,  and  our  bitterest  foes  rejoice  at  the  work  that  has  been  aeoom* 
plished  in  dividing  the  solid  South  on  the  eve  of  a  Presidential  election.  There  is 
no  political  hope  for  the  South  except  in  the  integrity  of  the  white  people.  The 
smcess  of  the  'Third  Party  would  destroy  white  supremacy  and  bring  about  a  frision 
which  aims  at  a  combination  of  political  forces  that  will  bring  death  to  our  civiliza- 
tion and  (iestraction  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State." 

Now,  as  to  the  Republicans,  there  were  very  many  reasons  why  they  inclined 
toward  the  Populists,  and  to  me,  personally,  without  there  being  any  fusion  at  all. 
In  the  first  place,  we  were  combating  an  intolerant  prescriptive  oligarchy  which  waa 
fading  tiie  life  out  of  them  and  made  it  impossible  for  tnem  to  hold  their  opinions 
m  peace.  They  had  heard  me  abused  for  being  too  friendly  to  the  negroee.  My 
patty  stood  distinctively  for  a  free  ballot  and  fair  count.  Amin,  they  hm  beard  me 
abused  for  beins  independent  enough  to  vote  fbr  a  Republican  to  keep  his  seat; 
again,  they  had  Heard  me  abused  all  over  the  State  because  the  manager  of  my  news- 
paper had,  without  my  knowledge,  borrowed  $50  from  Col.  A.  £.  Buck,  chairman  of 
tha  Repnbliean  State  committee,  to  pay  freight  on  a  carload  of  paper  consigned  to 
tlie  Peopte'e  Party  paper,  Atlanta.  A  very  great  uproar  was  caused  by  this  1^  loan 
ftva  a  Republican  to  a  Populist.  Great  political  significance  was  attached  to  it. 
n  was  «nd  as  a  proof  poeitive  that  there  was  a  eeoiet  nadetetandfaig  between  the 
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Repablicans  of  Georgia  and  myself.  No  snch  nnderetanding  existed.  It 
business  transaction.  J nst  as  mnch  as  my  lending  of  $160  worth  of  that  paper  to  the 
Macou  Telegraphj  a  Democratic  paper.  So  very  great  was  the  importance  which  my 
opponents  attached  to  this  loan,  nowever,  that  a lotof  little  girls  followed  me  down 
tne  street,  picked  np  the  scraps  of  a  letter  npon  the  snbject  which  I  had  J  oat  torn 
up,  and  carried  them  as  treasure  trove  to  the  Knox  Hotel,  as  I'm  inlormeid.  where 
prominent  Democrats  patiently  pasted  the  scraps  together  until  the  original  shape 
of  the  letter  was  restored  and  they  could  read  the  excuses  my  manager  made  to  me 
for  seeking  the  loan  f^om  Colonel  Buck. 

The  letter  showed  on  its  face  that  I  had  found  &ult  with  the  manager  for  doi]i|[^ 
something  which  mi^ht  compromise  me  and  lead  to  an  unfoir  inference.  Tlie  money 
had  already  been  paid  to  Colonel  Buck  before  the  letter  was  found. 

To  show  the  interpretation  which  the  Democrats  put  upon  this,  I  will  read  from  a 
speech  of  Col.  L.  F.  Livingston,  reported  in  the  Augusta  Chronicle  of  October  14, 


"The  3  Fs,  Peek,  Post,  and  People's  Party  pa|>er,  all  that  was  left  waa  Back  aod 
Watson.  Bnck  had  stood  behind  the  screen  paying  the  freight,  but  the  time  came 
when  a  little  girl  had  nicked  un  a  letter  which  had  been  torn  to  pieces  aod  thrown  in 
a  fence  comer,  which  aevelopea  the  fact  that  Buck  was  not  only  behind  it,  but  in  it. 
Buck  had  gone  one  step  too  iSar  and  would  seethe  fhneral  of  the  Republican  party  in 
November  as  he  had  the  People's  Party.  The  negro  would  soon  leam  that  Bnck 
oared  nothing  for  principle  or  party." 

Ftom  the  Angusta  Chronicle  of  about  the  same  date  I  take  an  editorial  headed  a 
"  Republican  loan."  The  editorial  is  too  lengthy  to  copy,  but  takes  the  same  view 
as  Mr.  Livingston  is  Just  quoted,  charges  there  is  a  secret  bond  of  sympathy  between 
Republicans  aind  Populists,  and  accuses  the  Republicans  of  a  new  effort  to  break  up 
the  solid  South  by  helping  the  People's  Party.  It  accuses  the  People's  Pu^  of  being 
a  cat's-paw  of  the  Republican  party,  and  the  editor  asks  this  question :  "  WiU  men  in 
Georgia  allow  themselves  to  oe  parties  to  this  nefarious  scheme  f"  It  will  thoa 
appear  that  if  Republicans  and  negroes  did  not  support  us,  it  was  because  Demo- 
cratic abuse  could  not  drive  them  to  it.  But  this  was  not  all.  I  put  in  evidence  the 
circular  of  Col.  A.  £.  Buck,  chairman  of  the  Republican  State  committee  of  Geor- 
gia, advising  the  Republicans  to  support  the  People'H  Party  upon  the  grounda  that 
there  would  never  be  fair  elections  in  Georgia  until  the  power  of  the  Democratie 
party  is  broken. 

'*  COMB  BACK.  DBMOCRAT8. 

"  Democrats  who  have  wandered  frt>m  the  fold  are  coming  back  since  the  Repub- 
licans have  taken  a  hand  in  the  Third  Party  canvass,  and  Buck  haa  sent  out  hia 
manifesto.    Here  it  is;  read  it  again : 

" '  Rooms  Republican  State  Cbn.  Com., 

"  *Jtlantay  Ga.,  Septm^her  tS,  lS9t, 
"  *  To  iK€  Bepublioatu  of  Georgia : 

**  *  1  have  so  many  letters  from  Republicans  throughout  the  State,  aaking  my  opinion 
and  advice  as  to  what  course  to  take  as  relates  to  election  of  State  officers  in  October, 
whether  to  vote  for  the  People's  Party  candidates  or  the  Democratic  party  candidatea, 
that,  being  unable  to  answer  so  many  inquiries,  I  desire  to  state  to  Republicana  gen- 
erally that  since  our  State  convention  made  no  nomination  for  State  officers,  if  Re- 
publicans vote  at  all  in  State  elections,  it  is  my  opinion  and  advice  that  they  should 
support  the  People's  Party  ticket  and  aid  in  breaking  the  power  of  our  old  enemy; 
then,  in  the  national  election  in  November  we  can  have  an  honest  election;  can  have 
our  votes  counted  as  cast,  and,  possibly,  carry  the  State  for  Harrison  and  Reid.  We 
can  never  secure  fair  elections  till  the  power  of  the  Democracy  is  broken.  I  do  not 
see  how  any  Republican  can  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 

"  '  Respectfully,  yours,  A.  E.  Buck.' 

"  That  is  bad  enough.  That  shows  which  way  the  wind  blows,  but  here  ia  another 
chapter  which  it  is  well  to  take  in  the  same  connection  and  put  the  two  together.  A 
Republican  newspaper  published  at  Washington,  D.  C,  the  National  Republican,  in 
a  recent  Ihsuc  contams  the  following : 

" '  With  the  Lodge  national  election  law  in  full  force  in  the  South  and  various  Dem- 
ocratic strongholds  up  North,  we  may  confidently  look  for  a  different  state  of  political 
affairs  than  now  exists.  New  York  City  will  then  return  several  more  Republican 
Congressmen  than  atpresent,  while  more  than  twenty  negro  Representatives  from  the 
South  will  render  the  Republican  control  of  the  ftiture  Congress  absolutely  safe  and 
sure.  Heavy  taxes  should  be  laid  upon  the  property  of  the  whites  to  develop  and 
extend  the  public-school  svstem  of  these  States.  Separate  schools  for  the  two  races 
should  be  aoolished,  and  the  plan  of  bringing  the  youth  of  both  colons  into  oloee  and 
equal  relation  in  schools  and  churches  given  a  fair  trial,  as  one  of  the  most  potent  ele- 
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meats  to  break  down  the  detestable  Bonrbonism  of  the  Soatb .  The  State  laws  against 
the  intermarriage  of  the  races  should  be  repealed,  and  any  discrimination  against  the 
blacks  in  the  matter  of  learning  trades  or  obtaining  employment  should  m  a  crimi- 
nal offense,  while  the  colored  man's  rights  to  hold  office  shonld  be  sacredly  pro- 
tected and  recognized.  A  few  years  of  this  policy  will  solve  the  race  problem 
satisfactorily.' 

*' We  do  not  believe  the  members  of  the  Third  Party  in  (Georgia  are  a  whit  less 
indignant  at  this  Kepablican  snggestion  than  are  Georgia  Democrats,  but  it  serves 
to  warn  them  against  combining  with  a  party  which  holds  any  such  sentiments. 
The  Third  Party  can  not  afford  to  aid  Republicans  in  securing  political  domination  of 
the  South,  nor  can  they  afford  to  let  their  leaders  sneer  at  the  force  bill  as  a  bugaboo. 
In  his  speech  at  Buffalo  Senator  Hill  said : 

"  *  If  the  Republicans  carry  the  coming  election  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  measure 
will  be  pressed  again.  The  party  which  has  so  firmly  intrenched  itself  in  power; 
the  party  which  set  at  defiance  the  will  of  the  people  by  arbitrarily  overturning 
popular  minorities  in  the  last  Congress;  which  has  obtained  the  means  of  profuse 
expenditure  by  legislative  favoritism ;  which  has  created  States  to  increase  its  per- 
sonal strength,  and  which  proposed  in  the  Davenport  force  bill  to  make  itself  the 
arbiter  of  every  Federal  election — ^tbat  party  will  not  hesitate  to  revive  this  bill  at 
the  very  first  opportunity  if  a  Republican  President  and  Republican  Congress  shall 
be  the  result  ot  this  election. 

'' '  We  must  diligently  exert  ourselves  to  oppose  this  great  issue  of  centralization 
which  certainly  confronts  us.  It  presents  a  more  serious  problem  than  any  commer- 
cial, industrial  (question,  more  vital  to  our  country's  future  welfare,  more  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  our  institutions.' 

'*  We  appeal  to  the  farmers  of  (Georgia  who  have  been  misled  to  come  back  into  the 
Democratic  fold  and  no  lunger  give  countenance  to  a  party  which  threatens  to  a^ain 
enthrall  Qeorgta  in  the  chains  of  a  reconstruction  worse  than  the  first.  Georgians 
can  not  afford  to  let  their  prejudices  run  away  with  their  common  sense  and  hazard 
all  they  hold  dear.    The  Savannah  News  well  says: 

'"It  would  be  surprising  if  Colonel  Buck's  order  to  the  Republicans  to  support 
the  People's  Party  did  not  cause  further  disafiectlons  in  People's  Party  rfuajks.  There 
are  in  those  ranks  a  number  of  white  Georgians  who  fought  '^  tooth  and  nail"  to  dis- 
lodge this  same  Republican  party  that  Buck  represents  from  its  hold  upon  Greorgia 
vitals.  They  were  iu  the  saddle  day  and  night,  many  of  them,  and  were  ready  and 
willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  to  accomplish  their  purpose.  Now,  Buck  orders  this 
same  old  party  of  reconstruction  memory  to  join  with  a  new  party  in  an  attempt  to 
wreck  the  institutions  that  those  men  were  willing  to  risk  their  lives  to  establish. 
It  is  not  believed  that  any  Georgian  worthy  the  name  will  strike  hands  with  this  old 
party  of  fraud  and  oppression  to  do  their  native  State  an  injury.  And  it  would, 
an  questionably,  be  an  iigury  to  the  State  for  the  Democracy's  supremacy  to  be  lost.' 

"  To  divide  the  white  men  of  Georgia  by  a  third  party  so  as  to  make  it  possible  for 
Republicans  to  have  sny  chance  of  victory  is  little  short  of  madness.  The  Democratic 
door  is  open,  and  we  say,  come  back,  Georgians,  and  take  your  places  in  the  party  of 
your  fathers." 

I  put  in  another  chronicle  editorial  on  the  same  line  of  September  29, 1892,  headed 

'*A  REPUBLICAN  ALLIANCB. 

"  We  do  not  believe  the  great  body  of  voters  in  the  Third  Party  in  this  State  wish 
to  deliver  Georgia  over  into  the  hands  of  the  Republican  party.  We  do  not  believe 
that  they  think  that  the  Third  Party  is  a  Republican  annex,  nor  do  they  realize  that 
they  are  being  used  to  pull  the  Republicim  chestnut  out  of  the  Democratic  fire.  But 
we  do  believe,  ourselves,  that  such  is  the  inevitable  tendency  of  their  party,  and 
such  is  the  use  to  which  the  Republican  managers  are  putting  their  mis^ided  zeal. 

^*  If  we  are  right,  then  Third  Party  men  who  have  been  misled  owe  it  to  them- 
selves and  the  love  they  bear  the  State  to  come  back  into  the  Democratic  fold  before 
they  do  Georgiaany  irreparable  Jn,iury.  If  we  are  right,  then  Third  Party  men  shonld 
give  heed  to  the  signs  of  the  times  which  justify  our  belief. 

''For  years  the  Republican  party  has  tried  m  every  way  to  break  the  solid  South. 
But  as  the  Republican  party  iu  the  South  is,  with  limited  exceptions,  a  negro  partv, 
the  white  men  stood  together  and  presented  an  impregnable  front  to  every  attacic. 
To  divide  this  white  vote  has  been  the  constant  study  and  purpose  of  the  Kepubllo- 
ans.  At  length  the  Farmers'  Alliance  took  a  hand  in  politics  in  the  South,  and 
Alliance  men  were  arrayed  against  professional  men  and  merchants.  Here  was  the 
long-Jboped-for  opportunity,  and  the  Third  Party  is  the  result.  So  quietly  and 
gradually  have  the  several  steps  been  taken  that  farmers  found  themselves  olain^ing 
allegiance  to  a  new  party  before  they  realized  they  had  left  the  Democratic  ranks. 
But  the  Republicans  have  been  active— always  under  cover,  but  always  at  work* 
They  have  engendered  bittemew,  and  done  all  in  their  power  to  insure  the  fiim 
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eBtablishment  of  the  new  party.  And  now  that  it  has  come.  Republican  leaden  are 
making  deals  and  combinations  against  Democracy.  A  Republican  allianee  has 
been  made  in  Alabama,  and  from  the  recent  letter  to  the  Republicans  from  Colonel 
Buck  it  looks  as  if  Chris  Magee's  visit  to  Atlanta  has  also  borne  fruit. 

''The  Alabama  deal  is  openly  discussed  in  the  Republican  papers.  A  staff  oorre- 
spondent  of  the  New  York  Tribune,  Whitelaw  Reid's  paper,  writes  his  psiper  from 
Alabama  as  follows : 

''  'The  ftision  candidate  against  General  Wheeler  is  the  Rev.  R.  T.  Black  well,  chap- 
lain of  the  State  Alliance,  who  entered  politics  a  year  or  two  ago,  and  was  elected 
as  an  Alliance  representative  to  the  State  legislature.  Richard  W.  Austin,  of  Deca- 
tur, seems  disposed  to  contest  the  field  with  these  two  candidates  as  a  straightoat 
Republican.  Mr.  Austin  got  a  nomination  from  some  of  the  Republican  counties 
berore  the  fusion  movement  was  started.  He  is  now  in  the  North,  where,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  through  the  aid  of  the  Republican  National  and  Congressional  Committees, 
he  may  be  convinced  of  the  folly  of  maintaining  a  canvass  which  may  result  in  the 
defeat  of  Mr.  Blackwell  and  the  return  once  more  of  General  Wheeler. 

"  'A  victory  for  the  anti-Democratic  electoral  ticket,  through  the  enforcement  of 
the  Federal  election  laws,  would  involve  the  loss  to  the  Democracy  ^f  not  less  than 
seven  of  the  nine  Congress  districts. 

**  'Meanwhile,  much  good  will  be  done  and  the  general  chance  of  victory  greatly 
improved  if  the  Republican  State  and  National  Committees  take  steps  at  once  for 
the  summary  removal  from  the  field  of  the  Republican  Congressional  candidates  who 
are  now  masquerading  as  straightout  in  several  districts,  where  only  the  united 
action  of  all  anti-Democratic  elements  can  secure  success.' 

"Third  Party  men  may  afifect  to  see  no  threat  of  Republicanism  in  all  this,  bat 
Republican  State  and  National  Committees  are  not  in  the  habit  of  working  for  a 
party  which  is  inimical  to  Republican  interests.  They  are  not  working  for  Third 
Party  victory  from  any  love  of  the  Third  Party,  but  because  it  has  been  agreed  that 
if  it  comes  to  a  question  between  the  two  old  parties  these  fusion  electors  will  vote 
for  Harrison. 

"In  Georgia  Boss  Buck  tells  Republicans  in  his  letter  to  vote  for  Third  Party 
candidates  in  the  State  elections,  and  then  in  November  they  can  rally  around  the 
Republican  standard  in  the  Presidential  race.  The  purpose  of  this  is  plain.  If  the 
Republicans  do  not  aid  the  Third  Party  in  October  they  fear  that  the  Democrats  will 
beat  them  so  overwhelmingly  in  the  State  campaign  that  they  will  lose  heart  and  not 
remain  in  the  field  for  the  national  election.  The  only  hope  of  the  Republicwis  is  in 
the  division  of  the  white  vote  of  the  State.  If  by  aiding  the  Third  Party  now  they 
can  help  them  make  a  sufliciently  strong  race  in  October  to  buoy  them  up  with  hope 
of  victory  in  the  national  election  Republicans  will  have  accomplished  their  object. 
If  thev  can  aid  in  keeping  the  Third  Party  actively  in  the  field,  so  that  it  will  divide 
the  white  vote  as  much  as  possible,  then  they  hope  by  voting  the  full  Republican 
strength  to  carry  Georgia  for  Harrison  and  Reid.  That  is  their  game.  Will  Georgia 
white  men  aid  themf 

"Are  Georgia  farmers  so  embittered  against  the  party  to  which  they  owe  their 
political  freedom  to-day  that  they  are  willing  to  aid  In  retaining  the  Republicans  in 
power — who  have  always  been,  and  are  to-day,  their  political  enemies  and  oppressors  f 
Can  not  Georgia  farmers  who  have  gone  off  into  this  new  party  see  that  they  can  not 
punish  Democrats  without  punishing  themselves  f  They  must  know  that  the  next 
President  is  obliged  to  be  a  Democrat  or  a  Republican.  Had  they  rather  help  secure 
a  Republican  victory  than  one  for  Democracy  f  Do  they  think  Republicans  in  power 
will  have  any  more  consideration  for  them  than  for  Democrats f  Will  the  force  bill 
and  Republican  domination  be  less  galling  to  them  as  Third  Party  men  than  as  Demo- 
crats f 

"There  is  but  one  escape  for  them  after  securing  Republican  victory,  and  that  is 
to  go  with  the  Republicans.    Will  they  do  itf 

"Or  will  they  turn  back  now  before  it  is  too  latef  " 

In  the  election  of  1892,  in  spite  of  all  these  misrepresentations  and  difficulties,  I 
carried  eight  out  of  the  eleven  counties  of  the  district,  and,  as  I  believe,  was  fairly 
elected. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects,  on  the  following  grounds:  That  any  evidence  given 
by  Mr.  Watson  touching  election  of  1892  is  res  adjndicata,  Mr.  Watson  having  con- 
tested said  election  and  having  been  declared  by  Congress  not  entitled  to  the  seat.) 

In  1894  I  carried  nine  of  the  eleven  counties  of  my  district,  and  was  again  elected, 
as  I  believe.  The  reason  why  I  am  now  contesting  a  special  election  held  in  18^ — 
the  regular  election  of  1894— >is  that  the  frauds  by  which  a  county  like  Richmond 
polled  16,000  votes  with  a  voting  population  of  only  11,000,  were  so  apparent  and 
indefensible  that  contestee  resigned  his  seat  without  awaiting  a  contest.  As  an  evi- 
dence of  how  much  weight  can  be  attached  to  evidence  contestee  has  introduced 
to  show  that  election  of  1895  was  legal,  I  will  call  attention  to  what  his  campaign 
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manager  and  chief  oonneel  said  abont  the  election  of  1894.  This  election  of  1894  was 
confessedly  a  crime  against  me  and  my  party.  I  read  the  following  from  the  Augusta 
Chronicle,  which  1  have  so  frequently  quoted.    It  said  a  day  or  so  after  the  election : 

"If  it  is  asked  us  why  this  great  reproach  should  be  put  u]|>on  Richmond  County, 
and  through  her  upon  the  whole  State,  we  can  not  answer.  It  is  exceedingly  unfortu- 
nate that  so  good  a  cause  should  have  reproach  cast  upon  it  at  the  hands  of  its 
friends.    We  have  no  defense  to  make.'' 

Yet  this  election  of  1894,  which  the  Chronicle  admitted  as  incapable  of  defense,  and 
whose  result  was  repudiated  by  contestee  himself,  was  just  as  stoutly  defended  by 
Mr.  Bovkin  Wright  as  the  election  of  1895  is  defended  by  bini. 

Speaking  to  a  reporter  of  the  Augusta  Herald  on  November  7, 1894,  he  not  only 
says  that  he  was  gratified  at  Mr.  Black's  election  and  that  I  ou^ht  to  be  convinced 
that  there  was  »  chance  for  no  one  except  a  Democrat  in  this  district,  he  uses  this 
language:  "  I  ex}>ected  that  the  vote  polled  in  Richmond  would  be  larger  than  it 
was." 

Inasmnoh  as  Richmond  County  by  the  oflBcial  census  is  shown  to  have  only  11,000 
possible  voters,  yet  disappointed  Mr.  Wright  by  polling  16,000,  contestant  should 
be  pardoned  fo**  wanting  to  know  how  much  would  satisfy  Mr.  Wright.  The 
reporter  of  the  Herald,  which  is  a  Democratic  paper,  asked  Mr.  Wright  what  he 
thought  of  the  Populist  claim  of  fraud. 

"  Why,"  answered  Mr.  Wright,  "if  an  angel  frt>m  heaven  should  come  down  and 
run  the  Democratic  ticket." 

Now,  if  the  Democratic  mana|$ers  defended  an  election  which,  according  to  contes- 
tee, could  not  be  defended,  testimony  in  regard  to  election  of  1895,  which  was  held 
under  the  same  management,  ought  to  be,  it  seems  to  me,  compared  with  what  they 
say  about  the  other  election.  The  election  frauds  in  Richmoud  County  became  so 
apparent  that  some  of  the  most  prominent  Democrats  in  town  united  in  a  commnni- 
oation  published  in  the  Augusta  Chronicle: 

"CHARGKS  OF  FRAUD — MB.  QBOROE  8.  MURPHEY'S  CARD  TO  THB  PUBLIC—DBMO- 
CRATS  AND  POPUU8T8  CHARGED  WITH  UNFAIR  >IKTHOD8~HB  CALLS  ATTENTION 
TO  THESE  ACCUSATIONS  BRING  MADE. 

"Augusta,  Ga.,  Augu$t  S6, 1896. 

''Editors  Chronicle:  As  a  citizen  and  a  Democrat,  I  feel  that  something  should 
be  said  on  the  pending  contest  in  the  Tenth  district,  as  well  as  the  past  methods 
employed  in  elections,  and  as  a  business  man,  with  the  interest  of  our  town  at  heart, 
I  write  you  the  following: 

''  Where  I  deplore  the  necessity  of  such  a  protest,  I  feel  that  this  much  is  due  the 
good  people  of  our  county,  and  just  now  there  is  a  call  for  it  from  someone ;  and 
where  it  is  no  more  my  duty  than  anyone  else,  what  is  everybody's  business  is 
nobody's  business.  But  with  an  earnest  desire  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  morals  of 
our  community,  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  the  Democratic  party  at  heart,  I  am  prompted 
to  ask  your  indulgence  for  a  short  space.  It  may  be  proper  to  state  here  that  I  am 
a  Democrat  and  have  never  voted  any  other  ticket. 

''  To  my  belief  there  is  a  great  deal  of  corruption  in  and  around  our  county ;  right 
now  it  is  a  fact,  as  I  am  informed  by  reliable  parties,  that  there  are  negroes  register- 
ing at  the  court-house  as  21  and  22  years  of  age  who  registered  at  the  last  Congres- 
sional election  as  being  much  older,  and  another  who  roistered  as  21  who  was  a 
grown  man  at  the  close  of  the  war  and  drove  one  of  our  citizen's  father's  carriage  at 
the  time.  To  mention  more  of  such  instances  will  be  but  a  waste  of  time :  they  go 
to  show  what  is  being  done  to  debauch  the  sacred  right  of  citizenship  and  tiie  purity 
of  the  ballot  in  the  coming  fight. 

"  And  what  is  true  of  our  party  in  this  county  is  equnlly  true  of  the  Populists  in 
other  counties:  but  because  both  are  doing  it  does  not  make  it  right;  it  is  equally  as 
criminal  for  both  and  should  be  so  treated  by  the  courts.  It  is  currently  reported 
that  a  Populist  came  from  Savannah  to  register  here  the  other  day  and  swore  that 
he  had  paid  his  taxes,  but  Mr.  Bohler  investigated  the  matter  and  found  that  he  had 
not. 

"Shame!  shame!  Pages  might  be  filled  with  such  proceedings.  Just  a  thing  or 
two  about  the  last  Congressional  election  and  we  will  leave  it  to  the  public  to  decide 
what  should  be  done.  It  is  no  secret,  but  a  reproach  upon  the  very  manhood  of 
Angusta,  that  at  the  last  Congressional  election  the  officers  of  our  law  stood  by  and 
saw  worthless  negroes  vote  dozens  of  times  at  10  cents  each  and  run  outside  the 
crowd  in  our  court-house  yard  and  sit  right  down  in  their  very  faces  and  shoot 
"craps,''  play  seven-up,  and  snch  games  for  the  money  that  was  so  nefariously  gained. 
This  1  say  was  done  in  the  court-house  yard  right  under  the  nose  of  our  court  officers 
and  police.  And  then  ask  me  why  I  do  not  take  hold  and  work  for  any  candidate  in 
snch  a  mess.  I  say  it  reverently,  but  God  will  forgive  me  if  I  am  caught  in  such  a 
crowd  again :  the  crowd  that  will  manipulate  an  election  that  way  one  time  will  do 
so  again,  and  are  the  ones  who  are  now  looking  after  the  registration. 
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''  Some  people  look  apon  these  thinge  with  great  indifference  and  an  of  no  moment^ 
bat  I  make  th«  statement  now  that  any  community  that  will  stand  np  and  allow  the 
name  of  one  of  our  uiinisters  taken  so  lightly  and  voted  a  doeen  times  by  a  lot  of 
unpriDcipled  negroes,  ns  was  the  name  of  Ohanneey  Williams^  simply  beeaase  their 
catalogue  of  names  had  been  exhausted ^  without  ottering  any  protest  whatever,  does 
not  deserve  the  respect  and  Kymputhy  of  a  decent  Hepublican,  mnoh  less  honest  Dem- 
ocrats. If  these  methods  are  continued  what  will  become  of  our  society  and  oar 
institutions,  to  say  nothing  about  the  good  name  of  our  community  and  oor  eityt 
It  has,  in  the  opinion  of  some  of  onr  wealthiest  merchants  and  property  bolden, 
almost  killed  our  retail  trade  with  the  country  folks,  and  one  stated  to  me  that  he 
'could  hardly  make  his  expenses,  and  his  real  estate  did  not  pay  anything  on  the 
investment,  tor  ho  could  hardly  reut  his  residences  for  more  than  enough  to  pay 
taxes,  repairs,  etc.,  and  where  he  wished  no  one  any  harm  he  wished  he  would  never 
again  hear  of  another  election.'  Something  must  be  done.  The  good  people  of  this 
town  must  put  a  stop  to  any  and  all  such  frauds.  A  debauched  ballot  means  nothing 
but  ruin  to  any  community  or  conntry  that  will  allow  it. 

''  Let  the  good  people  of  this  town  come  together  and  see  that  the  laws  are  properly 
enforced  and  that  elections  are  held  decently,  and  then  and  not  until  then  wtU  it 
be  possible  to  cement  our  interests.  It  is  a  common  saying  now  that  it  is  almost 
impuBHible  to  get  an  honest  man  or  a  business  man  to  stand  for  office  on  account  of 
the  dirty  cesspool  that  he  has  to  swim  through  to  reach  the  goal.     Where  is  onr 

rress  and  where  the  pulpit,  that  they  can't  cry  out  against  these  evils.  Wonld  that 
had  the  eloquence  of  a  Clay  or  a  Webster,  that  I  might  in  a  measure  warn  the 
youth  and  coming  generation  of  our  land  in  time,  that  they  might  escape  the 
impending  calamity  that  hangs  so  heavily  over  them.  I  have  always  found  the  way 
to  succeed  in  life  is  by  honesty  and  fairness;  the  same  rale  will  govern  politica.  if 
the  Democrats  can  not  win  b^  these  methods,  and  if  we  find  by  the  same  role  that 
the  Popnlists  are  in  the  majority  in  our  midst,  we  can  but  submit  to  the  inevitable, 
and  we  will  take  it  as  (lod's  will,  believing  that  all  things  will  work  out  for  the  best 
in  the  end. 

''Of  course,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  some  of  my  brethren  to  say  that  I  have  stmck 
Major  Black  a  blow.  This  is  not  true,  for  he  is  not  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
above.  If  it  tits  our  party  or  any  other  party,  they  should  take  it  to  heart  and 
learn  before  it  is  too  late  that  the  good  people  of  this  community,  or  no  other  as  to 
that  matter,  will  suffer  such  things  to  go  unchecked  in  their  midst.  My  plea  is  to 
come  out  for  a  s<[uare  and  straight  tight,  let  the  consequences  1>e  what  they  may;  the 
risht  will  finally  prevail. 

'*  I  am  willing  to  be  judged  by  these  sentiments,  knowing  full  well  that  no  true 
man,  white  or  black — Democrat,  Populist,  Kepublican,  or  what< — can  but  decide 
with  me. 

"Respectfully,  yours,  Gko.  S.  Mubpuky. 

"  We  indorse  the  above  sentiments,  and  hereby  enter  onr  protest  against  any  aod 
all  such  frauds  as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing. 

'*R.  W.  Hunt,  A.  W.  Blauchard,  A.  £.  Dicks,  J.  D.  Hahn,  L.  F.  Goodrich^  J.  L. 
Bowles,  Jesse  Thompson,  A.  B.  Saxon,  Jerry  T.  Smith,  Chaa.  L.  Baker, 
J.  J.  Saxon,  Jno.  M.  Hays,  C.  G.  Goodrich,  Jno.  W.  Wallace,  J.  N.  Day,  J.J. 
Dicks,  R.  G.  Tarver,  Moses  C.  Murphey,  W.  M.  Nixon,  Chas.  B.  Allen, 
W.  W.  Bnssey." 

Instead  of  encouraging  this  demand  for  fair  election  in  his  home  county,  coutestee 
at  a  public  meeting  in  the  city  of  Angusta  a  few  days  after  the  publication  of  this 
card  denounced  those  Democratic  neighbors  of  his  in  the  most  scathing  terms.  He 
referred  to  them  as  men  who  were  stabbing  him  in  the  back.  Said  he,  '*  Whatever 
else  may  be  said  of  Richmond  County,  it  makes  my  heart  bleed  when  I  say  Td  rather  do 
as  Noah's  sons  did  when  they  found  their  father  drunk — pulled  the  cloak  over  him. 
I  would  not  parade  the  frauds  that  were  perpetrated  in  the  past,  if  frauds  there 
were;   I  would  cover  them  with  the  cloak  oi  silence.'' 

The  movement  for  honest  elections  among  the  Augusta  Democrats  very  naturally 
weakened  appreciably  after  this  cold-water  treatment  on  the  part  of  the  coutestee, 
*ud  the  election  of  1895  was  a  mere  repetition  of  that  of  1894. 

Contestee  has  claimed  in  his  testimony  that  the  People's  Party  is  a  party  of  intimi- 
dation and  of  unfair  methods  generally. 

I  deny  most  positively  that  any  Populist  for  whom  the  party  is  responsible  has 
ever  been  guilty  in  the  manner  charged.  We  have  always  given  the  Democrats  a 
division  of  managers  in  Populist  counties  and  districts.  'Aose  have  been  my  stand- 
ing instructions  as  chairman  of  the  People's  Party  State  executive  committee.*  As  the 
official  head  of  the  party  and  as  an  individual  candidate  I  have  always  counseled 
fairness,  honesty  in  the  elections;  have  forbidden  the  use  of  whisky  in  elections; 
have  advised  our  speakers  and  leaders  to  appeal  to  reason  and  to  sabmit  to  wrong 
rather  than  to  inflict  it.    I  requested  of  oonitestee  in  1892  that  in  every  preciuot  there 
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be  a  division  of  management.  He  paromiaed  to  grant  the  reqaest,  bat  afterwarda 
Tefoaed  to  carry  it  ont.  In  1894  I  ma<le  a  similar  request  and  he  refused  to  notice  it. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Democratic  party  has  treated  the  People's  Party  as  if  we  had 
BO  rights  they  were  bound  to  respect. 

1  introduce  a  clipping  from  Farmers'  Light  of  October  20, 1892,  to  show  the  excite- 
■lent,  violence,  passion,  and  crime  that  existed  at  that  time  in  Columbia  County,  of 
the  Tenth  district: 

''DEMOCRATIC  BULLDOZING,  INTIMIDATION,  AND  SHOTGUN  ECHOES  FROM  THE  EIJECTION. 

''Below  we  give  a  sample  of  a  few  of  the  outrages  committed  by  the  Democratic 
party.  If  we  had  the  space,  we  conld  till  the  columns  of  The  Light  with  similar 
reports  from  all  sections  of  the  State. 

*'Then  comes  a  letter  from  Albany,  Dougherty  County: 

*'  There  was  a  complete  steal.  We  had  over  200  majority  in  this  town.  Discovering 
that  ballots  were  buing  substituted  at  the  polls,  2.5  tickets  were  soiled  so  as  to 
render  them  easily  distinguishable  when  folded,  and  given  to  as  many  men  who 
desire<l  to  vote  for  the  People's  Party.  We  wouM  watch  through  tlie  window  and 
et»uld  see  none  but  clean  ballots  go  in  the  slit  in  the  box.  Twelve  witnesses  saw  no 
less  than  50  changes  in  succession.  One  voter  then  folded  his  ticket  in  diamond 
shape  and  passed  it  in.  The  manager  who  took  it  dropped  his  hand  behind  the 
box,  and  when  it  came  up  he  held  a  long-foldfd,  clean  ticket,  which  went  into  the 
box.  If  we  could  have  had  any  show  of  justice,  the  People's  Party  could  have  car- 
ried the  county,  as  the  colored  people  voted  nearly  solidly,  there  being  only  about 
25  traitors.  At  one  precinct  in  the  western  part  of  the  county,  where  every  voter 
favored  the  People's  Party,  the  polls  were  not  opened,  the  blauks  being  returned 
and  400  men  deprived  from  voting.     In  Albany,  of  937  votes  they  stole  all  but  175. 

"  The  murders  in  Elbert  County  are  reported  as  follows: 

'•'At  Ruckersvillo,  Elbert  County,  Ga.,  J.  W.  Rucker,  a  highly  respectable  citizen 
and  from  one  of  the  best  families  in  the  State  (I  m<-ntion  this  as  we  are  called  by  the 
Democrats  rag-tags),  was  going  quietly  to  the  polls  with  a  squad  of  negroes  and 
white  men  to  cast  their  votes  as  free  men.  B.  H.  Hear«l  saw  some  negroes  in  the 
squad  who  had  once  lived  with  him,  and  who  bore  the  name  of  Heard.  Ho  com- 
menced cursing  them  for  wanting  to  vote  against  the  Democrats.  Rucker  tried  to 
quiet  him,  but  only  received  a  cursing.  Rucker  then  told  the  negroes  that  if  any  one 
of  them  wanted  to  vole  the  Democratic  ticket  they  had  both  the  right  and  his  consent 
to  do  so.  None  of  the  negroes  moved.  That  so  exasperated  Heard  that  he  took  up 
a  wagon  standard  and  struck  an  old  negro.  The  negro's  son  then  struck  Heard, 
after  which  Heard  ran  across  the  street  to  his  house,  loaded  a  double-barrel  shot- 

fun,  walked  back,  and  deliberately  shot  down  two  negroes,  one  of  whom  has  since 
ied.  George  Hall,  another  white  Democrat,  drew  his  pistol  and  shot  three  negroes. 
The  negroes  had  committed  no  crime,  excef^t  the  unpardonable  sin  of  wautin;::  to 
vote  against  the  Democrats.  A  mob  then  surrounded  J.  W.  Rucker  and  Oscar  F. 
Bell  and  treated  them  most  cruelly,  striking  them  with  fists,  feet,  and  stones.  The 
Democrats  finally  drove  the  People's  Party  from  the  polls,  and  wouldn't  allow  them 
to  cast  a  single  vote.  They  were  mostly  negroes,  who  are  easily  panic-stricken. 
As  the  Democrats  have  all  the  law  in  their  own  hands,  we  do  not  hope  for  justice  in 
this  case,  bnt  can't  we  have  protection  in  November?  If  the  law  can't  protect  us 
we  will  protect  ourselves  with  Winchesters.  We  will  never  be  driven  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party  again. 

**  From  Bulloch  County  the  following  shows  that  counterfeiting  may  be  added  to 
the  list  of  Democratic  virtues : 

"  Lying,  red  whisky,  and  counterfeit  money  (of  which  I  have  a  $100  bill  in  my  pos- 
session) has  run  the  thing  over  us — not  defeated,  not  beat.  I  consider  that  we'  have 
gained  a  grand  victory.  Such  fraud  and  corruption  will  in  the  end  help  to  destroy 
the  party  that  resorts  to  such  base  means  to  carry  their  point.  The  people  of  this 
eoanty  have  never  before  seen  anything  like  it — the  law  openly  violated,  drunken 
negroes  led  to  the  polls  and  voted,  sober  ones  bribed,  and  man}'  of  them,  no  doubt, 
with  counterfeit  money,  and  those  that  would  neither  get  drunk  nor  be  bribed  were 
driven  by  sheer  force  and  made  to  vote  by  threats  of  driving  them  oat  of  their  houses 
and  off  the  lanrls  where  they  were  living.  And  I  heard  one  negro  begging,  within 
5  feet  of  the  ballot  box,  to  be  allowed  to  go  away  without  voting,  and  8ayin<r  that 
be  did  not  want  to  vote,  and  the  fellow  that  was  forcing  him  told  him  if  he  did  not 
vote  he  would  shoot  him.  Some  of  the  negroes  who  did  vote  the  People's  Party 
ticket  have  since  been  made  to  leave  the  houses  in  which  they  were  living.  Bnt  our 
people  are  giving  them  houses.  I  have  heard  of  a  few  men  who  were  Democrats  and 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  now  say  that  they  are  so  disgusted  at  the  way  things 
was  done  that  they  never  intend  to  vote  with  the  part}'  any  more.  God  grant  that 
thousands  %l\  over  the  countr}'^  have  become  disgnsted.  As  far  as  I  have  neen  able 
to  learn,  our  people  are  not  disheartened,  and  are  still  in  the  fight,    I  am,  till  death." 
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"From  reading  the  Democratic  press  oae  woald  snppose  that  the  State  election 
passed  off  in  a  most  peaceable  way,  save  the  killing  or  one  negro  in  Aagnata.  News 
comes  that  the  Democrats  killed  about  15  negroes  throughout  the  State  on  election 
dav.  In  Elbert  County  alone  5  People's  Party  negroes  were  shot  on  their  way  to  the 
polls.  From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  Georgia  Democrats  will  resort  to  any  measare 
to  perpetuate  their  power.  The  People's  Party  had  suspicioned  the  methods  of  the 
Democrats,  but  now  they  know  them,  and  they  will  not  have  a  chance  to  enforce 
their  swindling,  balldozing  schemes  in  November/' 


**  Democratic  cigars,  whisky,  beer,  and  boodle  are  floating  around  Columbia  indis- 
criminately, with  a  view  to  securing  votes,  but  it  is  an  uphill  business  and  fails  to 
*pan  out.'" 


"  The  Augusta  Democratic  heelers  and  thuffs,  not  being  satisfied  with  bulldozing 
and  intimidating  the  colored  voters  at  the  polls,  killed  a  colored  minister  of  the  gos- 

f\e\  on  election  day.    Wonder  if  they  would  like  to  try  the  same  game  in  Colombia f 
f  they  did  they  would  land  in  Appling  jail  in  'double-quick  'time,  and  when  released 
they  would  be  wiser  if  not  SiKlder  men." 


r 


"  Northeu  has  of  late  been  posing  as  the  colored  man's  great  protector.  He  was 
in  Sparta,  where  Rev.  H.  S.  Doyle  was  driven  from  the  polls  and  had  to  flee  for  his 
life  under  fire,  but  the  great  governor  failed  t-o  lift  his  voice  against  the  outrage  or 
offer  bis  '  big  reward '  for  the  would-be  assassins.  Seemingly  his  *  protection '  extends 
only  to  the  Democratic  negro." 


"It  is  rumored  in  Columbia  County  that  the  Democrats  propose  to  intimidate  and 
drive  from  the  polls  on  election  day  our  colored  citizens  of  the  People's  Party.  Now, 
let  them  try  it,  and  they  will  run  against  a  snag.  We  put  the  Democrats  on  notice 
that  there  is  one  thing  the  People's  Party  of  Columbia  County  is  full^  determined 
upon,  and  that  is  that  the  colored  citizens  shall  be  permitted  to  cast  their  ballots  firee 
from  bulldozing  and  intimidation." 


(Contestee^s  counsel  object  to  introduction  of  the  above  clipping,  becanse  the 
clipping  is  not  good  evidence,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  an  editorial  in  a  Populist 
paper  purport  ng  to  give  election  news  fh>m  various  parts  of  the  State,  and  is  not 
sworn  to  by  anyone,  and  for  which  no  one  vouches  for  the  truthfulness.) 

In  the  testimony  taken  for  contestee  the  charge  has  been  made,  not  against  me, 
but  against  my  party  and  my  friends,  that  we  were  people  holding  views  that  were 
antagonistic  to  good  government.  I  think  it  fair  for  me  to  refute  these  charges  by 
showing  what  views  were  advocated  by  me  during  canvass  between  contestee  and 
myself,  my  views  being  the  same  now  as  then.  I  introduce  a  joint  debate  had  at 
Sandersville  in  1892. 

[This  debate  is  printed  in  the  People's  Party  Paper,  dated  September  23,  1993. 
Not  printed  herewith.] 

Asa  proof  of  the  fact  that  I  had  no  vindictive  feelings  against  my  opponents,  and 
had  no  violent  feelings  against  any  of  them,  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  afler 
being  howled  down  in  Mr.  Black's  home,  I  secured  him  an  absolutely  respectful  hear- 
ing in  my  own  home,  under  circumstances  with  the  slightest  encouragement  from 
me  would  have  brought  very  unpleasant  retaliation  upon  Mr.  Black. 

Cross-examination  by  Mr.  Farmkr  : 

Q.  Mr.  Watson,  you  state  in  your  direct  testimony  that  yon  headed  the  electoral 
ticket  in  1888.     You  were  elected  as  a  Democrat,  were  you  notf — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  had  been  considered  up  to  that  time  one  of  the  younger  leaders  of  the 
State  f — A.  At  the  time  I  wiis  nominated  for  Congress  the  Democratic  party,  fearing 
that  the  Alliance  movement  might  cause  a  bolt,  did  its  utmost  to  convinoe  the  Alli- 
ance men  that  they  could  secure  the  remedial  legislation  they  desired  thronirh  the 
Democratic  party.  Not  only  did  Democratic  editors  and  speakers  take  this  position, 
but  in  all  the  conventions  of  the  party,  county,  and  State,  the  regular  platform  of  the 
Democratic  party  was  broadened  so  as  to  embrace  every  principle  or  the  St.  Lonis 
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platform  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  the  subtreasury  nlan  of  dintribation  exoepted. 
Not  only  was  this  done  in  the  oonnty  conventions  ana  the  State  conyention.  but  the 
Democratic  legislature  itself  by  formal  resolntion  declared  in  favor  of  all  the  essen- 
tial principles  of  the  platform  upon  which  I  was  elected.  So  complete  was  the  har- 
mony between  organized  Democracy  and  Popnlist  principles  at  that  time  that  W.  J. 
Kortnen  made  his  race  for  governor  upon  the  same  platform  upon  which  I  ran  for 
Congress,  and  he  was  elected  by  the  same  men  who  elected  me.  Mr.  Northen  had 
helped  to  frame  the  St.  Louis  demands  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  had  bwom  his 
support  to  them.  This  is  also  true  of  L.  F.  Livingston,  who  owes  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress to  his  advocacy  of  the  sabtreasury  and  other  Alliance  principles.  So  far  did 
Ee  carry  his  tidelity  to  the  reform  movement  that  he  became  a  leading  member  of 
'' Gideon's  Rand/'  a  secret  order  formed  within  the  Alliance,  and  took  a  solemn  oath 
of  hostility  to  any  party  not  organised  on  the  Alliance  demands.  Senator  John  B. 
Gordon  also  joined  the  Alliance,  as  did  Hons.  Thomas  G.  Lawson,  Charles  L.  Moses, 
B.  W.  Everett,  and  Thomas  £.  Winn — all  Members  of  the  Fifty-second  Congress. 

In  1891,  after  our  election,  the  national  convention  of  the  Farmer's  Alliance  at 
Indianapolis  reaffirmed  the  St.  Louts  resolution,  which  pledged  their  Congressmen 
to  Alliance  principles,  independent  of  caucus  dictation,  and  specially  instructed 
their  Congressmen  not  to  enter  the  caucus  of  either  of  the  old  parties. 

The  AUlaiieet/ongressmen  fttim  the  West,  who  nntil  that  time  had  been  members 
of  the  Republican  party,'  obeyed  the  instructions  and  remained  out  of  the  Republi- 
can Congressional  caucus.  The  Southern  Alliance  Congressmen,  however,  declined 
to  heed  the  instructions  and  all  entered  the  Democratic  Congressional  caucus,  with 
the  exception  of  myself.  Later,  Mr.  Winn  withdrew  from  the  Democrats  and  joined 
as. 

Those  Alliance  Congressmen  who  remained  out  of  these  caucuses  were  thus  thrown 
together  as  a  separate  body  of  members,  connected  by  a  distinct  platform  of  princi- 
ples, and  actuated  by  a  common  motive.  They  began  to  meet  together  for  counsel 
and  cooperation,  and  thus  the  People's  Party  became  a  fact. 

In  1891  it  became  obvious  from  the  trend  of  certain  Democratic  leaders,  such  aa 
Goveinor  Oates,  of  Alabama,  Hon.  D.  B.  Hill,  Hon.  Grover  Cleveland,  and  many 
others,  that  the  Democratic  party  had  l>een  playing  a  confidence  game  with  the 
Southern  Alliance,  and  that  instead  of  traveling  toward  the  Alliance  platform  they 
were  making  forced  marches  in  the  opposite  direction. 

Anyone  wlio  contemplates  the  record  of  the  Democratic  party  since  1891,  and  its 
attitude  at  this  time,  will  realize  that  I  did  not  make  a  mistake  when  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  I  must  choose  between  the  Democratic  party  and  the  principles  to 
which  I  owed  my  election.  They  could  not  be  reconciled.  Either  I  had  to  leave  the 
party  or  abandon  any  real  and  earnest  advocacy  of  the  Alliance  principles.  Upon 
the  belief  that  principles  were  more  important  than  names,  I  left  the  party  and 
dung  to  the  principles. 

It  Is  not  true  that  I  burned  mr  law  books,  abandoned  my  profession,  and  joined 
the  AUianee.  I  was  never  a  member  of  the  Alliance,  never  burned  a  law  book  in  my 
life,  and  never  abandoned  my  profession.  I  quit  the  practice  of  law  while  I  was  in 
Congress  because  I  wished  to  give  my  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  my  new  position. 

Q.  Mr.  Watson,  at  what  time  did  you  and  Mr.  Post  establish  the  People's  Party 
paper — before  or  after  the  assembling  of  Congress  f — A.  It  was  a  short  time  before 
Congress  met. 

Q.  Had  you  not  assumed  a  position  on  the  editorial  staff  of  that  paper  before  yon 
ever  entered  the  Halls  of  Congress  f — ^A.  I  contributed  a  few  articles  on  the  railroad 
sitnation  in  Georgia.  They  were  placed  by  Mr.  Post  on  the  editorial  page.  I  was 
not  the  editor ;  Mr.  Post  was. 

Q.  When  yon  were  elected  to  Congress  as  a  Democrat,  had  the  Democratic  party 
in  national  convention  ever  indorsed  the  Ocala  platform  f — A.  The  last  national  con- 
vention had  been  held  in  1888.  The  St.  Louis  platform  of  the  Alliance,  which  repre- 
sented an  agreement  between  the  Knights  of  Labor  and  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  w^s 
not  framed  until  1889,  and  the  Ocala  platform  to  which  you  refer  was  not  framed 
ontil  after  my  election. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  1890  yon  were  elected  to  Congress  on  the  Democratic  ticketf — ^A.  It  is  true, 
with  this  qualification ;  I  defeated  for  nomination  Mn^.  Geo.  T.  Barnes,  the  then  incum- 
bent, by  running  on  the  Alliance  platform,  he  opposing  it,  and  I  owed  my  nomina- 
tion, as  well  as  m^  election,  to  the  fact  that  I  had  pledged  myself  most  positively  to 
the  Alliance  platform. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  faot  that  the  people  who  now  compose  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
eountry  counties  were  yonr  supporters  in  1890 f — A.  So  far  as  my  district  is  now 
what  it  was  then,  the  people  who  support  me  now  are  almost  identically  the  same 
aa  then.    My  opponent  tc^day  are  almost  the  same  as  my  opponents  then. 
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Q^  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  MoDaffie  County  there  was  only  three  or  four  voiaa 
agelDst  you  in  the  county  oonvention  electing  delegates  to  nominating  convention  f — 
A.  There  was  no  formal  opposition  made  in  my  own  county.  Very  few  votea  were 
cast  against  me,  and  the  record  ahows  thut,  comparatively  speaking,  very  few  are  cast 
against  me  now,  when  the  opposition  has  been  organized.  As  you  admitted  in  your 
testimony  in  Augusta,  the  elections  in  this  county  are  fair,  and  the  record  shows  that 
I  carry  every  district  in  this  county  by  overwhelming  majorities. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  among  the  Democrats  of  all  the  country  counties  there  are 
men  who  were  your  ardent  supporters  in  vour  race  against  Mi^or  Barnes f — A.  There 
are  some  few  in  each  county,  on  the  otner  hand,  who  favored  Mi^or  Bamee  who 
now  support  me.  I  think  I  have  gained  more  than  I  lost.  There  are  men  like 
Phillips  and  Tom  Remsen,  of  Lincoln  County;  Mr.  A.  S.  Phillips,  of  Columbia;  the 
Powell  family,  of  Columbia;  Hon.  M.  1.  Branch,  of  the  same  county,  and  a  very 
great  number  of  men  whose  names  I  do  not  recall,  who  were  opponent**  then,  but  are 
now  Populists. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  bitterness  prevailing  in  Tenth  district  on  yeiir  return  from 
Congress  in  1892.  Was  not  this  bitterness  engendered  by  your  action  in  leaving  the 
Democratic  party  while  serving  as  one  of  its  Congressmen  f — A.  As  I  stated  iu  direct 
testimony,  my  chief  crime  then  and  now  was  leaving  the  party;  but  that  would 
not  have  provoked  such  an  outburst  of  feeling  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  continual 
misrepresentntion  of  me  while  I  was  iu  Congress  and  could  uot  defend  myself — the 
accusation  I  had  sold  to  the  Republican  party,  and  was  advocating  social  eciuality. 
So  ready  was  this  spirit  to  catch  hold  of  most  trifling  circumstances  and  distort 
them  to  my  injury  that  when  a  seat  on  the  Republican  side  of  the  House  fell  to  me 
by  lot,  my  name  haviug  been  drawn  when  there  was  a  vacancy  nowhere  else  on  the 
floor,  this  was  published  as  evidence  that  I  had  joined  the  Republicans,  and  the  fact 
that  I  went  into  the  Republican  cloak  room  and  had  conversation  with  Hon.  Tom 
Reed  was  given  as  proof  of  my  joining  the  Republicans. 

Q.  You  spoke  in  your  direct  testimony  of  a  certain  piece  written  by  £.  W.  Barrett, 
elerk  to  Speaker  Crisp.  Was  not  BaiTett  at  that  time  Washington  correspondrnt  for 
the  Atlanta  Constitution? — A.  Yes;  but  being  clerk  t4>  the  Speaker  made  him  an 
official  of  the  House,  and  he  was  on  the  Government  pay  roll. 

Q.  You  stated  in  your  direct  testimony  that  during  the  joint  debate  in  Augusta  in 
1892  you  were  howled  down.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Populists  of  Richmond  howled 
Major  Black  down  at  the  timet — A.  It  is  not  a  fact.  Mr.  Black  had  made  his  speech. 
He  had  the  opening  and  conclusion.  I  have  a  stenographic  report  of  it.  When  I 
rose  to  speak,  the  young  men  Democrats  of  Augusta,  called  the  Black  Hussars,  dreesed 
in  the  uniform  of  their  club  and  carrying  sticks,  immediately  commenced  a  perfect 
howl,  uproar,  pandemonium  of  noise  so  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  any  mortal 
mnn  to  make  himself  heard.  For  more  than  an  hour  I  confronted  that  mob,  vainly 
hoping  that  they  would  exhaust  themselves  and  let  me  speak.  At  last,  when  I  Itegan 
to  consult  with  my  friends  on  the  stage  as  to  whether  I  had  not  better  give  up  trying 
to  speak,  Hon.  Pat  Walsh  went  to  the  front  of  the  platform,  secured  a  hearing,* and 
told  the  crowd  that  if  I  left  the  building  without  being  allowed  to  speak  it  would 
injure  the  Democratic  party  and  lose  vote^  to  Mr.  Black.  After  this  the  crowd 
grew  quieter  and  I  was  able  to  get  in  a  very  few  words  of  reply  to  the  assaults  Mr. 
Black  had  just  made  on  me,  but  the  interruptions  continued  to  be  most  insulting^ 
and  the  main  thread  of  my  speech  I  was  not  able  to  take  up  at  all. 

Q.  Did  the  Populists  allow  Mr.  Black  to  conclude  his  speech f — A.  They  did,  and 
I  have  a  stenographic  report  of  the  closing. 

Q.  Did  not  the  Populists  in  the  gallery  keep  up  a  perpetual  noise  so  as  to  drown 
Mr.  Black^s  speech f — A.  There  was  ^reat  confusion.  They  did  not  interrupt  hia 
first  speech,  but  made  some  noise  in  his  conclusion.  I  stopped  most  of  the  noise  by 
rebuking  the  noisy  ones.  The  cause  of  the  tronble  was  that  the  Populists  had  given 
Mr.  Black  no  trouble  in  his  first  speech,  and  they  resented  the  Democrats'  interrupt- 
ing me.    Therefore  they  were  noisy  in  his  conclusion. 

Q.  Yon  said  something  in  your  direct  testimony  about  how  yon  were  treated  by 
the  Democrats  of  Washington,  Ga.,  in  1892.  Please  say  whether  or  not  Washington 
is  in  the  Tenth  (Congressional  district. — A.  It  is  not. 

Q.  Coming  to  the  Doyle  affair.  Who  summoned  the  men  to  your  house,  yon  or 
Mr.  Howast — A.  Nobody  was  summoned  by  me.  I  was  in  consultation  with  my 
immediate  neighbor  and  friend,  J.  T.  West.  The  sheriff  had  come  to  me  and 
told  me  of  the  danger  he  thought  brewing.  Doyle  himself  had  come  to  my  house 
instead  of  going  to  his  temporary  home  in  town,  in  oonsequence  of  what  he  beard 
and  saw  when  he  got  off  the  cars.  He  was  accompanied,  as  I  remember,  by  Joe 
Pierson,  a  colored  citizen  and  voter,  who  ha<l  seen  and  heard  the  remark  of  Dr« 
Reville  and  his  apparent  preparation  to  summon  Mr.  Wilson.  After  that  time  and 
after  my  visit  to  the  mayor  with  Mr.  West  the  news  got  spread  abroad,  and  some  of 
my  friends  began  to  call  at  my  house  in  a  natural  anxiety  to  know  what  waa  goiag 
without  any  formal  summons  at  all.    My  recollection  is  thatt  no  formal  runner  waa 
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aent  out  to  eall  in  ftny  help  iintil  about  bedtime  that  night,  when  my  brother,  Mr.  J.  F* 
WatsoD,  a  merchant  of  this  plaee,  who  had  gone  down  town  to  find  out  if  the  crowd 
had  <lispersedy  came  back  and  reported  that  they  had  not  dispersed:  that  they  wero 
eomiD^.  Among  other  things,  he  reported  that  he  had  overheard  a  converbation 
between  Dr.  Beese  Johnson  and  James  Stapler,  at  latter's  room,  and  heard  Dr. 
Johnson  tell  Mr.  Stapler  words  to  this  efiect :  ''  He  had  told  the  boys  not  to  ^o  up 
there  for  they  wonlil  get  hurt,  but  that  they  wouldn't  listen  to  him  and  were  going.^' 
It  was  after  this  that  some  of  my  friends  suggested  that  we  send  out  iu  the  country 
and  sanimon  aid,  but  whether  the  su^^estion  was  made  or  acted  on  by  the  sheriff 
himself  I  can  not  testify,  but  I  do  testily  that  I  did  not  send  for  anybody,  though,  of 
eourae,  I  approved.  I  will  say,  however,  that  the  sheriff  was  in  full  control  of  the 
meu,  and  they  absolutely  did  nothing  except  remain  on  my  lot  prepared  to  defend  it. 
Q.  Was  not  a  large  number  of  the  men  present  from  Columbia  and  Lincoln  coun- 
ties?— A.  "Sot  a  soul  on  the  night  I  speak  of.  It  was  simply  an  almost  spontaneoua 
rally  of  my  immediate  friends  to  defend  my  home  from  a  tnreatened  attack.  It  was 
not  nntll  the  following  night,  after  exaggerated  rumors  had  gone  abroad,  that  out- 
siders came  pouring  in. 

Q.  Who  had  control  of  the  armed  posses  from  Columbia  and  Lincoln  countiesf— 
A.  I  know  nothing  of  any  armed  posse  from  Columbia  County.  The  crowd  from 
Lincoln  came  to  my  house,  spent  the  niglit  iu  my  house,  and  quietly  dispersed  the 
nest  day  after  the  speaking  was  over.  Tbey  came  over  here  greatly  excited,  because 
news  had  reached  Lincolnton  that  I  had  been  killed.  Numbers  of  men  cume  in  from 
Columbia,  Warren,  nnd  perhaps  other  oountio^  on  account  of  the  same  rumor.  It 
was  a  volunteer  movement,  and  was  under  no  special  control  that  I  know  of.  We 
bad  a  mass  meeting  that  day.  Speeches  were  made;  the  situation  was  explained: 
violence  was  deprecated;  moderation  was  advised,  and  the  people  quietly  dispersed 
without  having  committed  a  single  outrage  upon  person  or  property. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  all  you  know  of  the  crowd  or  mob  having  assembled  down 
town  was  what  was  reported  to  you  by  your  own  party  f— A.  It  is  m)t.  When  I 
went  down  town  Sunday  afternoon,  I  saw  that  crowd  myself. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  common  thing  for  the  men  of  Thomson  to  assemble  on  the  streets  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  and  did  yon  bear  any  remarks  from  the  crowd? — A.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  see  a  party  of  gentlemen  assembled  on  our  streets  conversing  in  a  cas- 
ual way  on  Sunday  afternoon,  but  to  see  a  squad  of  men  standing  almost  head  to* 
head,  giving  evidence  in  their  gestulations  and  manner  of  some  unusual  excitement 
and  apparently  discussing  some  unusually  exciting  topic,  is  a  rare  circumstance  for 
Sunday  afternoon.     I  heard  none  of  the  conversation. 

Q.  You  say  Doyle  was  run  away  from  Sparta  and  shot  at  in  Jefferson  County. 
Isn't  all  you  know  about  these  matters  necessarily  hearsay? — A.  It  is. 

Q.  Vou  state  in  your  direct  testimony  that  Doyle  came  here  from  Augusta,  where 
the  Democrats  had  thrown  him  in  jail.  Do  you  know  on  what  charge  he  was  arrested 
and  who  had  him  arrested  ? — A.  Only  by  hearsay. 

Q.  What  disposition  was  made  of  the  case  against  Doyle?  Did  he  not  plead  guilty 
to  the  charge  against  him? — A.  I  can  only  say  from  hearsay  that  he  was  arrested  on 
charge  of  carrying  concealed  weapons,  and  my  recollection  is  that  he  pleailed  guilty 
to  the  charge. 

Q.  Yon  spoke  to  some  extent  on  the  race  question.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  men 
who  now  compose  the  Populist  party  were  as  much  responsible  for  the  Knklux  and 
the  treatment  the  negroes  received  as  the  men  who  now  compose  the  Democrat ie 
party  ? — A.  Having  been  born  late  in  1856  1  was  a  more  child  during  the  period  yon 
speak  of,  and  my  reply  would  be  a  mere  conjecture. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  the  treatment  you  received  at  Augusta  and  other  places; 
now  tell  ns  of  the  treatment  you  received  in  the  Tenth  district  in  campaign  of  1895. — 
A.  By  1895  the  excitement  and  passion  had  largely  died  away  and  there  were  no  oU'en- 
sive  demonstrations. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  made  speeches  during  the  campaign  in  every  county 
in  the  district,  including  Richmond  County?  Were  you  in  any  way  molested  by 
Democrats  during  campaign  of  1895? — A.  1  made  speeches  in  every  county  and  waa- 
Bot  molested. 

Q.  Were  the  criticisms  of  the  Democratic  press  during  the  campaign  of  1895  any 
more  severe  against  you  than  is  justified,  it  being  an  opposing  political  pf^ty  ? — A.  I 
think  they  were  in  Lincoln  County.  I  was  represented  as  stirring  people  to  war.  I 
was  also  represented  as  preaching  hatred  and  boycott  against  the  city  of  Augusta. 
Those  charges  were  untrue.  I  opposed  the  boycott  botn  publicly  and  privately. 
The  Augusta  papers  said  I  was  against  all  material  interests  of  the  State.  I  am  not 
against  any  legitimate  business  in  the  district  or  anywhere  else.  They  also  repre- 
sented me  as  an  A.  P.  A.  and  a  bigoted  enemy  of  the  Catholic  Church.  I  «m  not  an 
A.  P.  A. ;  am  not  an  enemy  to  the  Catholic  Church.  I  was  asked  if  I,  in  case  I  were 
elected  to  Congress,  would  favor  a  constitutional  amendment  forever  prohibiting  the 
giving  of  public  money  for  private  or  sectarian  purposes.    I  was  also  asked  if  I 
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would  oppose  appropriations  made  for  private  and  denominational  parpoee*.  Also,  if 
I  would  favor  the  apportionment  of  Government  patronage  more  eqaally  among  the 
different  States.  Tnese  questions  being  propounded  to  me  by  respeiotablecitisens  of 
the  district,  I  saw  no  impropriety  in  answering  them.  I  heartily  favor  the  dcictrine 
that  the  church  and  state  should  forever  be  kept  separate,  and  I  therefore  replied  to 
the  questions  in  the  affirmative.  This  was  no  new  question  to  me,  for  I  voted  against 
it  when  I  was  a  Member  of  Congress. 

Q.  Have  you  not  as  editor  of  the  People's  Party  paper  continually  charged  the 
Democratic  party  with  being  an  enemy  to  the  material  prosperity  of  the  whole 
nation  f — A.  while  I  have  never  used  those  exact  words,  I  have  endeavored  to  show 
in  my  feeble  way  that  the  liberties  of  this  people  and  true  interests  of  this  country 
have  nothing  but  ii^nry  to  expect  from  the  present  management  of  the  Domocratic 
party. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Bill  Pledger,  personally  or  by  reputation  f — A.  By  reputation  only. 

Q.  Is  he  not  one  of  the  leading  Republicans  of  the  State f — A.  From  new8|»aper 
reputation  I  should  say  he  wns;  meaning  by  the  word  "leading,"  prominent.  Jnst 
how  much  influence  or  following  he  has  I  know  not. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  incarnation  of  the  Republicans.  Do  yon  not  know  that 
Pledger  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democrats  bh  opposed  to  Populists,  and 
that  he  made  various  speecnes  for  the  Democratic  party  in  1892? — ^A.  That  is  tme. 

Q.  Do  the  negroes  wnom  yon  appoint  on  your  committees  to  conventions  all  elaim 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  or  Populist  parties  f — A.  To  the  Populist  party. 

Q.  Have  yon  not  frequently  in  your  speeches  during  the  campaigns  of  1892. 1894, 
1895,  made  the  statement  that  there  was  no  difference  between  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  parties  f — A.  I  have  continually  put  it  about  this  way,  that  the  Repnbli- 
can  party  openly  favored  protection  and  practiced  it,  that  the  Democratic  party  pre- 
tended to  oppose  protection  but  practiced  it.  That  the  Republican  party  openly 
£ftvored  the  national  banking  system,  the  single  gold  standard,  lil>eral  appropria- 
tions for  internal  improvements,  liberal  pensions  to  soldiers,  and  that  the  Democratic 
party,  while  deluding  the  people  with  cnes  of  free  silver,  denunciation  of  Wall  street, 
and  anathemas  against  a  billion-dollar  Congress,  censnre  on  lavish  pension  bill,  and 
while  holding  out  several  promises  of  rif^id  economy  and  an  increase  of  the  eurreucy, 
had  actually  Kone  further  with  the  policy  of  contraction  and  extravagant  expendi- 
ture than  the  Republicans  had.  Therefore,  as  to  the  Populists  who  opposed  national 
banks,  who  favored  an  increase  of  currencv,  who  believea  that  the  Goveniment  shoald 
be  more  economically  administered  and  that  there  should  be  no  class  legislation,  he 
had  as  little  to  hope  from  the  settled  policy  of  the  one  party  as  the  other. 

Q.  In  your  Atlanta  speech,  immediately  preceding  your  withdrawal  ftom  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  did  you  not  make  the  statement,  and  have  you  not  constantly  repeated 
it,  that  there  was  no  diflierence  in  flnancial  policies  of  the  two  old  parties  f — A.  1  have ; 
that  is  true. 

Q.  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  negro  voters  of  the  district,  hearing  these  statements 
firoui  stump  speakers  of  the  Populist  party,  may  have  considered  it  to  their  own 
interest  to  vote  for  a  party  as  near  like  their  old  friends,  the  Republicans,  as  possi- 
ble f — A.  By  no  means.  Between  the  averaj^^e  negro  and  the  Democratic  party  lies  the 
impassable  barrier  of  thirty  years  of  proscription,  of  suppression,  of  political  wrongs. 
The  very  Kuklux  Mpecter,  which  you  invoked  a  few  moments  ago,  stands  between 
the  negro  and  the  Democratic  party.  No  negro  can  vote  the  Democratic  tioket  with- 
out forgetting  that  for  twenty -odd  years  he  approaolied  the  ballot  box  at  the  risk  of 
himself,  or  worse,  if  he  dared  to  vote  any  otner  than  the  Democratic  ticket.  For 
twenty  vears  the  text  of  the  Democratic  stump  speech  has  been,  ''We  must  keep  the 
nigger  down.''  A  negro  who  conld  forget  all  this  in  one  short  campaign  is  one  who 
must  have  had  a  very  sudden  and  powerful  inducement  to  do  so.  Besides  this,  the 
People's  Party  prides  itself  upon  being  a  party  of  education.  We  try  to  explain  all 
these  questions  so  the  people  can  understand.  We  have  tried  to  prove  to  the  ne^ro 
that  a  contracting  volume  of  money  to  a  people  who  are  in  debt  means  min,  for  with 
a  lessening  supply  of  money  prices  must  fall,  whereas  debts  and  taxes  do  not  fall: 
consequently,  that  a  larger  amount  of  labor  and  of  labor's  produce  would  be  required 
to  purchase  a  dollar,  and  that  after  the  dollar  is  so  purchased  by  a  larger  amount  of  cot- 
ton or  labor  it  pays  no  larger  portion  of  the  debt.  The  Populist  negroes  raise  cotton ; 
labor  in  our  fields.  Those  who  raise  cotton  are  Jnst  as  fona  of  getting  a  good  price  for 
It  as  are  the  white  men  who  raise  it,  And' the  negro  laborer  who  now  has  to  work  three 
or  four  days  to  get  the  dollar  to  pay  his  poll  tax,  whereas  he  formerly  ooald  get  from 
60  cents  per  day  to  75  per  day,  and  thus  pay  his  poll  tax  with  less  than  two  days' 
labor,  is  as  little  satisned  with  falling  prices  as  the  white  man  is.  Therefore,  the 
negro  Populist  has  his  reason  for  being  a  Populist,  just  as  I  have  mine  for  being  one. 
He  believes,  Jnst  as  I  do,  that  a  policy  of  contraction  means  death  to  the  prosperity 
of  onr  people. 

Q.  To  what  political  party  did  a  vast  majority  who  compose  the  Popnlist  party 
helong  to  five  yean  agof — ^A.  To  the  Democratic  and  Repnblican  parties. 
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Q.  Has  the  Republican  party  in  Georg^ia  ever  in  State  convention  indorsed  the 
Populist  party  wnere  no  Republican  candidate  was  nominated! — A.  They  have  not. 

Q.  Was  not  a  resolntion  to  that  effect  voted  down  in  Republican  State  convention 
of  18941 — A.  I  do  not  recall  positively  ftom  reading  newspaper  reports  whether  such 
resolution  was  introduced  at  all  or  not. 

Q.  Yon  spoke  of  the  number  of  votes  polled  in  Richmond  County  at  Congres- 
sional election  of  18!H  as  being,  in  round  numbers,  16,000.  What,  in  round  numoers, 
waA  the  vote  at  the  election  of  18% f — A.  The  papers  in  this  case  will  show,  I  think, 
it  was  something  over  6,000. 

Thos.  E.  Watson. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  the  30th  of  February,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucktt, 
Ordinary,  MoDuffie  County. 

[Contestant  here  files  in  evidence  a  portion  of  a  copy  of  the  Angnsta  Chronicle 
newspaper,  dated  November  20,  1892,  containing  a  list  of  voters  of  the  city  of 
Augusta.] 

CouRT-HousB,  TAoffMOh,  Ga.,  February  fl,  1896, 

In  re  Thomas  £.  Watson,  contestant,  v.  J.  C.  C.  Black,  contestee,  for  seat  in  Con- 
gress from  Tenth  Congressional  district. 

Counsel  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross;  counsel  for  contestee,  Ira  £.  Farmer. 

My  name  is  £.  W.  Howes;  I  am  sheriff,  and  have  been  for  seven  years  sheriff  of 
McDuffie  County;  I  was  twice  electe<l  as  a  Democrat,  and  served  twice  while  the 
Democratic  party  was  in  power  in  this  county;  I  afterwards  joined  Populiflt  party 
and  was  elected  to  same  office  by  the  Populists  and  have  held  it  since.  On  or  about 
ibe  19th  of  October,  1892,  and  on  Sunday,  .Joe  Pearson  and  1  think  Anse  Boyd,  two 
colored  men  living  in  town  of  Thomson,  came  to  my  house  just  after  arrival  of  train 
from  i%ugusta  ana  told  me  they  (the  Democrats)  were  fixing  to  whip  Doyle.  The 
only  names  he  mentioned  were  Dr.  Reville  and  Charley  Fortsan.  I  told  them  to 
tell  Doyle  to  get  out  of  the  way ;  after  I  ate  my  dinner  I  walked  to  Mr.  Watson's, 
found  Dovle  there  talking  to  Mr.  Watson  about  it.  Mr.  Watson  and  several  others 
decided  they  would  go  down  and  talk  to  the  mayor  and  other  prominent  Democratic 
citizens.  From  what  I  could  see  and  leurn  I  *  feared  there  would  be  trouble  that 
night  and  thought  it  my  duty  as  sheriff  of.  the  county  to  be  on  hand  and  try  to  pre- 
vent it.  The  different  rumors  would  come  what  had  been  heard  by  Mr.  SoivU  Mor- 
ris and  J.  F.  Watson. 

Q.  What  had  been  heard  by  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Watson  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  above  question,  on  ground  that  it  is  an  effort  to 
inject  hearsay  evidence  In 'the  record.) 

A.  About  dark  in  afternoon  I  saw  crowd  of  men  in  street  in  firont  of  mayor's  resi- 
dence. There  mnnt  have  beeu  something  unuoual  for  such  a  crowd  to  collect;  this 
was  an  unusual  occurrei;ce.  I  did  not  see  prominent  Democrats  passing;  and  repass- 
ing Mr.  Watson's  residence.  I  took  charge  of  the  party  of  men  who  assembled  at 
Mr.  Watson's  house.  It  was  a  peaceable  and  orderly  crowd.  It  dispersed  next  morn- 
ing; about  8  tlie  party  dispersed.  This  party  who  assembled  to  protect  Mr.  Watson 
were  orderly  and  quiet  in  their  conduct,  and  dispersed  without  any  noisy  or  riotous 
demonstration.  The  attitude  of  the  Populists  has  been  forbearing  and  quiet  during 
the  last  two  campaigns.  Their  course  has  been  marked  by  a  want  of  aggressiveness. 
The  inclination  of  the  colored  people  has  been  to  support  the  Pofmlist  ticket.  I 
don't  know  a  single  instance  where  a  negro  in  McDuffie  County  supported  the  Demo- 
cratic, unless  he  was  paid  for  it  or  a  mortgage  held  by  a  Democrat  was  over  him. 
I  have  never  seen  a  negro  of  his  own  free  will  support  the  Democratic  ticket.  The 
policy  of  the  Democratic  party,  of  my  own  knowledge,  has  been  that  the  negro  was 
perfectly  free  to  vote  when  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  not  allowed  to  vote 
when  he  wished  to  vote  any  other  than  Democratic  ticket.  This  was  the  condition 
of  things  until  the  Populist  party  sprung  up  and  offered  him  the  right  to  vote  as  he 
pleased. 

Q.  The  negro  had  no  political  freedom  or  discretion  until  the  Populist  party  sprang 
into  existence  and  allowed  him  to  vote  as  he  pleased? 

(Coilnsel  for  contestee  objects  to  foregoing  question,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  leading 
In  the  strongest  sense  of  the  word,  counsel  for  contestant  putting  the  very  words  <^ 
the  answer  into  the  witness'  mouth.) 

A.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  he  had  no  political  freedom  to  vote,  except  to 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  I  have  been  familiar  with  the  elections  and  political 
methofis  in  Georgia  for  twenty  years.  I  base  this  opinion  on  my  observation  and 
experience  during  those  twenty  years.  My  public  office  has  brought  me  in  contact 
with  the  negro,  and  I  think  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  him.    The  negro  regarded 
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the  Popnlist  party,  when  they  offered  him  the  right  to  vote  ae  he  pleaaed,  in  s 
friendly  manner.  The  PopuliBta  were  the  only  party  in  the  Sonth  who  were  able  to 
offer  him  this  immunity.  He  gladly  went  with  the  party  which  offered  him  this 
immnnity.  The  platform  offered  to  the  colored  man  the  best  prospect  for  fntare 
prosperity.  This  fact,  with  allowing  him  political  freedom,  s«'cured  a  majority  of 
colored  votes  for  the  Populist  party  in  1892, 1894,  and  1895  in  the  Tenth  district.  Of 
course,  I  don't  include  Richmond  County  in  this  opinion,  as  the  negroes  tl.ere  are 
under  domination  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Farmer  : 

Q.  Mr.  Howes,  in  your  statement  as  to  the  Doyle  matter  you  say  from  what  yon 
conld  see  and  hear  yon  feared  trouble  on  the  Sunday  evening  in  question.  What  did 
you  see  to  indicate  tronblef — A.  I  did  not  see  anything;  until  toward  night.  Toward 
night  I  saw  an  unusual  number  of  people  on  streets  standing  in  gronjM  discnssing 
what  I  naturally  believed  to  be  the  Doyle  matter. 

Q.  Did  you  hetxT  any  of  the  conversation  of  said  party? — A.  I  did  not  myself;  only 
reports  brought  mo  by  other  people.* 

Q.  Had  not  at  this  time  the  report  been  circulated  by  Mr.  Watson,  West,  and  others 
calling  nt  residence — calling  at  Mr.  T.  A.  Scott's  house? — A.  1  expect  it  had,  no  donbt. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fart  that  all  you  know  of  *the  assembling  of  a  mob  was  merely  the 
rumors  brought  to  you  by  other  parties  ? — A.  All  I  heard  was  brought  to  me  by  other 
parties,  but  nom  what  I  could  see  indicated  that  something  like  that  was  on  i<Mit.  I 
took  the  same  steps  as  I  have  done  on  other  occasions  on  the  same  hearsay  evidence ; 
I  have  taken  prisoners  away  for  fear  they  would  be  lynched. 

Q.  Is  it  anj'thing  unusual  for  the  citizens  of  Thomson  to  be  seen  talking  in  sqna4)8 
on  the  street's  Sunday  afternoons? — A.  In  that  part  of  town  (near  mayor's  residence) 
it  is. 

Q.  Is  it  not  probable  that  if  a  mob  was  being  formed  to  do  violence  to  anyone  they 
would  seek  some  other  part  of  town  than  in  front  of  mayor's  residence? — A.  I  do 
not  claim  that  the  assemblage  of  citizens  in  front  of  mayors  house  was  a  mob;  but 
from  reports  I  heard  and  indications  I  feared  this  was  a  mob. 

Q.  what  other  indications  did  yon  see  than  the  assembly  of  men? — A  That  was 
the  only  indication,  and,  conpled  with  reports,  I  thought  proper  to  take  steps  to  pre- 
vent a  lynching. 

Q.  Who  summoned  the  party  who  were  at  Mr.  Watson's? — A.  I  don*t  think 
anyone  summoned  them.  I  told  them  I  would  deputize  all  of  them  in  case  there  was 
an  attack  made.  Their  object  in  gathering  was  to  repel  an  attack  that  might  be 
made. 

Q.  Did  yon  in  your  capacity  of  sheriff  snmmon  any  posse  to  appear  there? — A.  I 
did  not  then.  The  rumor  had  gone  out  that  Doyle  would  be  attacked  and  there 
seemed  to  be  a  spontaneous  movement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Watson's  frienda. 

Q.  How  many  nights  was  an  armed  guard  kept  on  Mr.  Watson's  premises  under 
your  control? — A.  I  don't  know;  the  next  day  a  crowd  came  from  Lincoln  to  be  at 
the  sneaking  and  spent  the  night  with  Mr.  Watson,  and  they  may  have  come  because 
they  neard  that  Mr.  Watson  was  killed. 

Q.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  in  your  capacity  as  sheriff  have  control  of  the  posses  of 
armed  men  who  came  from  Lincoln  and  Columbia  counties? — A.  I  did  not,  and  did 
not  see  any  armed  posse  from  Lincoln  or  Columbia  County. 

Q.  What  is  the  relative  strength  of  white  voters  oif  McDuffie  between  Popnlist  and 
Democrat? — A.  About  153  white  Democrats  and  about  450  white  Populists. 

Q.  In  your  direct  you  have  spoken  of  the  negro  being  denied  his  political  rights 
in  this  county  since  the  war.  Will  you  nlease  state  whether  or  not  it  was  the  150 
Democrats  or  the  450  Populists  who  deniea  him  this  right? — A.  It  was  the  members 
of  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  How  many  white  fiepublicans  are  there  in  McDuffie  county? — A.  I  know  bnt 
one. 

Q.  During  the  twenty  years  in  which  yon  say  yon  are  familiar  with  the  politics  of 
this  county,  how  many  white  Republicans  have  you  known  to  reside  in  this  county  ? — 
A.  One. 

Q.  To  what  political  party  did  the  450  or  500  white  Populists  who  reside  in  this 
county  belong  previous  to  the  organization  of  Third  party? — A.  To  Democratic 
party;  they witndrew. 

Q.  You  say  in  your  direct  that  yon  don't  know  of  a  single  exception  where  a  negro 
supported  the  Democratic  ticket  unless  he  was  paid,  his  home  depended  upon  it^  or 
it  conld  be  traced  to  some  other  motive  than  that  of  a  free  voter.  Please  say  how 
many  negroes  were  bribed  by  the  Democrats,  and  who  they  were. — A.  I  did  not  use 
the  word  "bribe;"  I  said  ''paid."  I  state  buyer  and  the  price  paid.  Abe  Wylie. 
colored ;  Ran  Shields,  £vans  Landers,  Jackson  Showers.  That  is  all  I  can  recall 
now.  My  authority  is  their  own  statement.  £ach  complained  that  the  others  were 
paid  more  than  he  was,  and  never  would  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  unless  tliey 
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were  paid  more.  Ran  Shields  and  Abe  Wylie  made  this  statement.  Jackson  Show- 
ers said  that  he  did  the  work  and  that  £vans  Landers  got  most  of  the  pay.  lie 
complained  of  this  treatment. 

Q.  Did  these  parties  claim  that  ther  were  paid  for  their  vote,  or  for  work  in  organ- 
izinjpc  clnbsf — A.  For  work  done  for  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Can  yon  cull  to  mind  any  others  who  were  paidf — A.  I  know  positive  proof 
al>ont  those  only;  the  others  are  negroes  who  are  in  the  employ  of  Democrats. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  to  the  best  of  yonr  knowledge  the  ratio  of  negro  votes 
between  the  Democratic  nnd  Popnlist  party  is  abont  the  same  as  the  white  f — A.  The 
negro  vote  for  the  Democratic  party  is  confined  entirely  to  negroes  employed  by  Dem- 
o<*ratB.  The  proportion  is  smaller.  It  is  a  fact  that  negroes  when  nn influenced  vote 
the  Populist  ticket. 

Q.  Does  not  John  Avery,  who  resides  on  Mr.  Pearce's  place,  in  this  ctmnty,  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  is  not  Mr.  Pearce,  his  lamilord,  a  Populist f — A.  He  said 
the  managers  of  the  Democratic  party  in  1895,  with  the  nnderstanding  that  he  would 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  paid  his  taxes.  He  said  Just  before  the  election  he  was 
going  to  vote  the  Populist  ticket. 

Q.  You  say  in  your  direct  that  the  negro  was  not  allowed  to  vote  unless  he  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket.  Is  it  not  a  facttnat  during  the  prohibition  campaign  in  this 
county,  before  the  birth  of  the  Popnlist  party,  the  negro  voted  as  freely  as  the 
whites f — A.  There  has  never  been  an  election,  except  on  prohibition  direct;  there 
woul<l  be  a  whisky  and  an  antiwliisky  man.  Both  candidates  being  Democrats,  the 
negro  was  allowed  to  vote  as  he  wished. 

(^.  Do  the  negroes  who  vote  the  Populist  ticket  in  this  county  claim  allegiance  to 
Popnlist  or  Republican  party  f — A.  Some  claim  allegiance  to  Popnlist  ana  some  to 
Republican  on  national  questions.    They  prefer  the  Populists  to  Democrats. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  the  platform  of  the  Populist  party  offers  the  colored  man  the  best 
chance  of  prosperity,  and  this  fart  secnred  a  majority  of  negro  vote  in  all  counties 
of  the  Tenth  district  except  Richmond  for  Populist  party.  Please  state  the  negro 
vote  in  each  connty,  how  many  for  Black  and  how  many  for  Watson. — A.  I  can't 
now  state  that  vote,  but  I  know  Watson  has  always  polled  a  majority  of  negro  votes 
in  the  Tenth  district  outside  of  Richmond. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  this? — A.  By  elections  of  1892, 1894,  and  1895.  I  got  informa- 
tion ft'om  returns  from  the  crowds  and  from  people  living  outside  of  Richmond 
County. 

Q.  i>o  the  returns  as  sent  in  by  different  counties  show  the  white  and  colored  votes 
separately  f 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  on  grounds  that  the  returns  are  the  best  evidence.; 

A.  The  returns  after  each  election,  I  don't  know  whether  yon  could  exactly  tell. 
In  some  counties  the  Democrats  throw  ont  some  strong  Populist  precincts  in  Wash- 
ington, Jefferson,  and  Hancock  coimties,  in  which  Watson  would  have  had  a  large 
majority. 

Q.  How  many  precincts  were  thrown  out  in  Jefferson  County  at  the  time  of  which 
you  speak  t— A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  How  many  in  Washington f — A.  Don't  remember.     I  think  two  or  three. 

Q.  How  many  in  Hancock  f — A,  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  In  what  election  were  these  precincts  thrown  ontf — A.  In  1892. 

Redirect  examination : 
These  gentlemen  who  assembled  at  Mr.  Watson's  were  respectable  gentlemen. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Farmer: 
None  the  first  night.    I  was  there  only  a  few  seconds  on  the  second  night. 

E.  W.  Hawes. 

Answered,  sworn,  and  subsoribed  to  before  me  this  21st  February,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucktt, 
Ordiwwy,  MoDuffie  County f  Oa, 

Mr.  W.  W.  RAMSEY,  sworn  for  contestant: 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  testimony  of  Mr.  Ramsey  because  no  notice  has 
been  served  of  said  testimony.) 

I  reside  in  Columbia  County ;  I  was  present  at  the  registration  of  voters  for  special 
election  held  October,  1895,  between  Watson  and  Black  at  Appling.  The  board  was 
made  up  of  two  Democrats  and  one  Populist;  S.  E.  Kelly  and  J.  Q.  Spires  were  the 
Democrats.  They  are  known  as  aggressive  and  partisan  Democrats— especially  Mr. 
Kelly.  These  Democrats  controlled  the  rulings  of  the  board.  The^  ignored  the 
names  on  the  default  list  as  furnished  by  the  tax  collector,  after  finding  they  could 
throw  off  no  names  by  this  default  list.  The  registering  officer  had  been  very  careful 
in  making  ont  his  list.  In  fact,  he  carried  the  registry  liat  with  him  all  the  time 
and  declined  to  register  any  party  who  appeared  as  defaulters.    After  failure  to 
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strike  off  any  names  of  voters  from  voters'  book  bv  reosoa  of  not  appearing  on 
default  lint,  the  registrar  had  reooorse  to  the  tax  digest  from  1877  to  1894.  They 
would  take  a  name  and  run  through  the  digest  back  to  1877.  In  their  big  harry, 
neighbors  moving  from  district  to  district,  they  struck  off  a  good  man^r  names  or 
colored  voters  that  were  really  on  digest  who  appeared  one  year  in  one  district,  and. 
having  moved,  paid  tax  in  another  district  in  the  ensuing  year.  The  board  in  this 
great  district  failed  to  examine  for  the  voter  in  the  other  districts  of  the  county,  bat 
simply  struck  him  as  a  defaulter,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  was  qualified  to 
register.  These  parties  were  notified  as  defaulters  to  appear  as  de£snlters.  A  great 
many  of  them  had  no  one  to  look  up  the  matter  for  them.  The  result  was  that  they 
failed  to  qualify  as  voters,  although  they  had  the  right  to  do  so.  I  know  of  three 
such  instances  on  one  plantation.  The  unreliability  of  digest  was  shown  from  the 
vast  number  of  people  who  did  not  appear  on  tax  digest  for  certain  years  for  which 
they  had  receipts,  sometimes  they  appeared  as  defaulters  on  tax  digest  for  as  many 
as  iive  years,  although  the  parties  produced  receipts  for  their  taxes  as  having  been 
paid  during  those  identical  years.  In  other  cases  where  they  appeared  as  defaalters, 
they  would  show  tax  receipts  for  all  except  one  year,  when  they  were  stricken.  They 
refused  to  take  a  nemo's  oath  that  he  had  paid  taxes  for  a  certain  year  for  which  he 
could  not  show  receipt,  although  he  showed  receipts  for  years  before  and  after  said 
year,  and  offered  to  swear  he  had  paid  taxes  for  said  year.  A  negro's  oath  was  not 
counted  or  considered  by  this  board  of  registration.  Where  a  man  bad  real  estate 
they  allowed  him  to  re^pster,  but  not  in  the  case  of  personal  property. 

Q.  How  were  the  rulings  of  that  board  characterized  as  to  carrying  out  the  regis- 
tration lawf — ^A.  Just  as  unfair  as  it  could  possibly  be. 

Q.  Did  they  or  not  seem  to  desire  to  perfect  a  list  of  registered  voters  or  to  keep 
down  the  list? — A.  Their  efforts  were  to  keep  it  down  as  far  as  Popnlists  were 
ooncerned. 

Q.  How  about  Democrats  f — A.  I  can't  state  so  well  when  it  comes  to  them.  The 
chairman  seemed  to  have  no  trouble  in  registering  Democrats.  I  don't  know  if  Mr. 
Kelly  was  chairman,  but  he  was  chief  spokesman.  When  a  Democrat  would  bring 
a  negro  to  register  he  and  Mr.  Kelly  would  confer.  The  negro  would  then  be  regis- 
tered without  further  discussion.  It  was  impossible  for  a  Populist  to  get  a  hearing 
as  long  as  a  Democrat  had  a  negro  to  register.  After  the  conference  between  Mr. 
Kelly  and  the  Democrat  who  brought  in  the  negro  to  register,  Mr.  Kelly  would  say, 
**  Register  him,''  and  there  would  be  no  further  olijection.  Our  man  objected  to  very 
little,  as  it  was  well  understood  that  two  members  of  the  board  of  registrars  could 
out  vote  one.  During  the  progress  of  the  registration  some  Populist  (I  think  it  was 
either  Mr.  Haram  Clary  or  Mr.  Harden  Ramsey)  told  Kelly  that  he  seemed  to  be  nsing 
more  energy  in  striking  Populists  than  Democrats.  Mr.  Kelly's  reply  was,  "  That 
he  was  candid  euongh  to  say  that  he  would  ask  no  question  that  would  throw  a 
Democrat  off,  while  he  would  leave  none  unasked  that  would  throw  a  Popniist  off,'* 
and  furthermore,  whenever  a  voter  would  come  up,  after  being  summoned  to  appear 
as  a  defaulter,  if  he  claimed  he  lived  in  another  county  for  a  year  he  did  not  appear 
on  the  digest  Mr.  Kelly  would  either  write  or  telegraph  to  the  tax  collector  of  snch 
county  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  he  had  paid  his  taxes.  This  was  done  only  in 
the  cases  of  Populists.  He  took  no  such  precaution  in  the  case  of  Democrats.  Mr. 
Kelly  claimed  that  be  always  got  answers  promptly  from  Richmond,  and  that  from 
some  of  the  Popniist  counties,  I  recall  only  Lincoln,  would  pay  no  attention  to  his 
letters.  I  am  quite  sure,  but  won't  swear  positively,  that  he  struck  off  quite  a  num- 
ber of  Populist  voters  on  information  thus  received,  although  some  were  not  sworn 
to.  After  the  list  of  registered  voters  had  closed  on  Tuesday  night  before  the  day 
of  election,  and  the  Populist  registrar  had  gone  home,  at  10  o'clock  at  night  Mr.  W. 
A.  Sturgis,  a  prominent  Democrat,  came  to  the  court-house  and  insisted  that  a 
negro  on  his  place,  whom  he  had  forgotten  to  register,  should  be  entered  on  the  list. 
Mr.  Moore,  the  other  remaining  member  of  the  board,  refused  to  accede  to  this 
request.  Mr.  Kelly  stated  he  had  a  list  of  eight  or  ten  names  of  Popnlists  who  had 
registered  improperly  and  that  he  had  returns  ftom  various  tax  collectors  to  show 
this  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  not  only  to  strike  off  those  Populists  but  to 
put  on  the  negro  of  Mr.  Stnrgis's.  Mr.  Moore's  declining  to  agree  with  him  was  all 
that  kept  him  from  so  doing.  He  was  willing  and  anxious  to  do  so.  The  foregoing 
illustrations  are  given  to  show  Mr.  Kelly's  partisanship. 

Q.  Contestee  has  attempted  to  show  that  the  work  of  the  registrars  of  Columbia 
County  was  impeded  by  Populist  interference,  and  that  some  Populists  used  pro- 
fane language  in  presence  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Sturgis  and  Mr.  Kellv.  State  yoar  knowl- 
edge on  these  facts. — A.  The  Populists  did  not  interfere  with  the  registration  or  with 
the  work  of  the  board.  Columbia  County  being  a  strong  Populist  county,  we  were 
unwilling  to  do  anything  that  would  abbreviate  our  registered  Ust  or  interfere  with 
board.  We  desired  a  full  vote  of  registered  persons ;  we  had  two  sets  of  books  at 
court-house,  one  set  for  use  of  the  board,  and  the  other  was  used  by  Popnlists  in 
ascertaining  the  qualifications  of  voters  who  desired  to  register,  and  the  Popnlists 
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Isted  the  board  in  every  possible  manner  in  expediting  their  work.  We  some- 
times used  the  books  of  the  reftistrars,  bnt  whenever  they  called  for  the  book  it  wa» 
alway  i^ven  them  immediately. 

Adjoomed  nntil  2  o'clock. 

Frevioas  to  1889  no  tax  collector  as  far  back  as  1877  had  ever  kept  a  record  of  any 

Coll  tax  paid  by  parties  who  had  not  given  m  their  taxes.  Since  that  time  Mr. 
oznnhe,  the  present  tax  collectori  has  kept  sach  a  record,  and  he  has  avera^d 
collections  each  and  every  year  since  1890  as  many  as  150,  and  has  collected  as  high 
as  250,  of  that  class  who  do  not  appear  on  digest.  These  people  would  be  entitled 
to  vote,  bnt  the  tax  digest  wonld  not  show  this.  This  class  of  voters  extended  from 
1877  to  1890.  If  the  tax  receipt  of  a  party  who  so  paid  was  lost,  he  was  ruled  off 
the  registration  list,  becanse  it  he  was  a  negro  his  testimony  was  not  allowed  to  be 
Ipven.  As  t«>  cursing,  both  sides  indulged  in  it  more  or  less,  I  presume.  There  was 
sbont  as  much  on  one  side  as  on  the  other.  1  heard  no  cursing  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Stnrgts  nntil  after  the  closing  of  the  registration.  Mr.  Kelly  habitually  indulges 
in  the  same  language.  I  think  there  was  no  cursing  or  boisterous  conduct  upon  the 
part  of  the  Populists  during  the  progress  of  the  registration. 

There  were  quite  a  number  of  colored  voters  from  District  No.  1  summoned  to 
appear  as  defaulters.  Mr.  Kelly  claimed  that  no  one  except  registrars  had  a  right 
to  assist  these  parties  in  showing  that  they  were  qualifie^l.  Some  Populists  present 
insisted  that  the  voters  should  be  allowed  a  hearing  to  show  that  they  were  qualified. 
The  re^pstrars  finally  yielded.  It  was  after  quite  a  number,  nearly  all  these  people, 
the  summoned  parties,  had  left  the  court-house. 

Q.  Were  these  parties  ever  snmmoned  or  their  onalifications  ever  passed  onf — A. 
No,  they  were  not.    They  were  stricken  from  the  list. 

Q.  Are  yon  a  landholder  in  Columbia  County  f — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Engaged  in  planting f — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Familiar  with  the  people  of  Colnmbia  County  f — A.  I  am. 

Q.  With  what  political  partj'  are  the  negroes  of  Columbia  County  inclined  to 
vot«f — A.  With  tne  Populists. 

Q.  Whyf — A.  Becanse  the  Populists  had  given  them  the  right  to  vote,  and  because 
the  Populist  party  was  more  to  their  interest  in  the  matter  of  fnture  prosperity 
than  the  Democratic  party.  I  don't  know  of  a  single  negro  that  votes  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  who  is  not  influenced  by  some  consideration  either  of  money  or  of  being 
oppressed  on  some  mortgage.  I  know  of  no  negroes  on  places  of  Populists  who 
wonld  vote  the  Democratic  ticket;  on  the  other  hand,  on  places  owned  by  Demo- 
crats who  did  vote  the  Populist  ticket  regardless  of  consequences,  some  of  them 
lost  their  positions  as  a  resnlt  of  so  voting.  I  have  been  familiar  with  political 
methods  in  Columbia  County  for  the  past  sixteen  years. 

Q.  Up  to  the  appearance  of  the  Populist  party,  what  was  the  negro's  position  in 
Colnmbia  County  politics  f — A.  He  had  none;  he  was  not  allowed  to  vote  at  all;  a  few 
negroes  did  vote  in  a  prohibition  campaign  once;  they  never  voted  in  other  elections 
until  the  appearance  of  the  Populist  party.  I  know  the  character  of  Mr.  William  Land- 
sell;  his  character  for  honor,  integrity,  and  high  standing  is  as  good  as  any  man  I 
ever  knew ;  he  stands  well  with  people  of  his  own  county.  From  what  I  know  of 
the  people  of  Columbia  County,  there  is  not  a  single  socialist  in  the  county.  Co- 
lumuia  was  before  the  war  regarded  as  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  aristocratic 
connties  of  the  State ;  the  present  inhabitants  are  largely  descendants  of  those  people 
who  occupied  it  before  the  war:  Columbia  has  contributed  some  of  the  best  and 
foremost  businessmen  tt>  Augusta's  population,  a  few  of  Augusta's  population ;  I  have 
never  heard  of  anything  like  anarchy  or  socialism  taught  or  practiced  in  Colnmbia 
County. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  J.  Sullivan,  a  witness  for  contostee,  in  his  testimony  has  made  certain 
criticisms  upon  the  people  of  Colnmbia  County,  and  especially  upon  one  or  two  citi* 
zens  of  that  county ;  state  Mr.  Sullivan's  reputed  condition  at  the  time  of  a  certain 
visit  to  Appling. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  above  question  for  the  reason  that  it  is  an  effort  of 
eonnsel  for  contestant  to  ootain  acknowledged  hearsay  evidence  from  the  witness.) 

A.  He  was  wallowing  in  the  red  mud  there,  drunk.  I  should  think  Mr.  Sullivan 
could  not  form  very  correct  opinions  in  this  condition. 

Q.  State  what  yon  know  of  the  killing  of  a  colored  Populist  at  the  poorhouse  in 
Biohmond  County. — ^A.  I  heard  Mr.  Kiener,  the  keeper  of  the  poorhouse,  say  that  the 
killing  of  the  negro  by  Dan  Bowles  was  as  cold-blooded  a  murder  as  was  ever  com- 
mitted in  Georgia.  He  said  that  Bowles  beat  the  negro  with  a  stick,  the  negro 
backing  all  the  time  nntil  he  had  backed  up  against  the  house.  The  negro  did  not 
attempt  to  return  the  blows  of  Bowles  in  any  way.  After  getting  the  negro  up 
against  the  house  Bowles  dropped  his  stick,  pulled  his  pistol,  and  shot  the  negro  dead. 
(Counsel  for  contestee  objected  to  introduction  of  above  evidence  on  following 
grounds :  First,  becanse  it  is  acknowledged  by  witness  to  be  heanay :  second,  because 
the  events  testified  of  occurred  at  the  election  of  1892,  and  is  irrelevant  testimony 
in  a  contest  lesnlting  from  election  of  1895.) 
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The  nejpro  was  a  preacher  and  a  Popnlist  leader.  Bowles  is  a  leading  Detaaeniic 
politician  of  Richmond  County.  I  have  never  known  anyone  driven  hmn  Colnmbiik 
on  account  of  politics — Captain  Dorsey  or  anyone  else.  Captain  Doiaey  was  beaten 
for  ordinary  in  an  election  in  which  a  Populist  was  elected.  He  afterwaiida  accepted 
a  position  in  Charlotte,  N.  C,  and  has  been  there  fonr  years.  He  was  then,  and  is 
now,  held  in  hi^h  reicard  by  the  people  of  Colambia  County.  I  le  was  simply  beaten  for 
office  because  he  differed  politically  with  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  ooanty. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Farmer: 

Q.  In  your  direct  you  made  the  statement  that  Mr.  Kelly  and  Mr.  Spires  were 
known  as  aggre^ive  Democrats  and  partisans.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  word ''  par- 
tisans f^' — A.  In  its  broadest  political  sense;  I  told  enough  of  Mr.  Kelly  to  afaow  him 
a  partisan. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Spires  ever  taken  an  active  or  aggressive  interest  in  campaigns  of  ld92, 
1894,  and  1895 f — A.  Yes;  he  did  all  he  could  in  those  campaigns  for  tlie  Democratic 
party. 

Q.  What  have  you  known  Mr.  Spires  to  do  to  justify  yon  to  term  him  a  partisan  in 
•the  broadest  sense  of  the  wordf — A.  I  did  not  mean  that  Spires  was  as  mach  so  as 
Kelly,  but  he  was  as  much  that  way  as  his  courage  would  allow  him  to  be. 

Q.  Did  it  requirid  an  unusual  amount  of  courage  to  be  a  Democrat  in  Columbia 
.County! — A.  I  don't  think  it  did;  if  it  had  I  don't  think  Mr.  Spires  would  have 
been  one. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  against  the  honor,  honesty,  and  integrity  of  theae 
gentlemen f — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge;  I  don't  wish  to  make  any  jMrsonal 
attack  upon  the  character  of  these  gentlemen ;  I  have  simply  testified  to  the  nnfair- 
ness  of  these  gentlemen  as  registrars. 

Q.  Did  the  Populist  registrar  vote  with  the  Democrats  on  any  question  coming 
before  the  board? — A.  I  did  not  see  him  vote  at  all.  When  Mr.  Kelly  would  say 
^'^register'*  or  *'not  register''  it  was  presumed  that  Mr.  Spires  was  with  them,  and 
there  was  no  use  for  our  man  to  open  his  mouth.  He  was  in  a  hopeless  minority. 
•  Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Gray  oppose  the  action  of  the  registrars  at  any  timet — A.  I 
heard  Mr.  Gray  say  a  number  of  times  during  the  session  of  the  board  that  it  was 
-useless  for  him  to  interpose  any  objection.  I  don't  think  I  heard  him  oppose  any- 
thing. 

'    Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Gray  sign  the  various  lists  of  registered  voters  sent  to  the  differ- 
ent precincts  of  Columbiaf 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  this  question  as  being  secondary  evidence;  the 
lists  themselves  or  certified  copies  of  tUem  being  the  best  evidence  of  what  they 
contain.) 

A.  1  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  What  is  your  understanding  of  this  matter  f 

(Contestant's  counsel  objects  to  this  question  because  the  same  is  a  mere  opinion 
of  wituess,  he  having  previously  said  that  he  did  not  know.) 

A.  I  don't  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  Mr.  Gray  signed  the  lists  of  various 
registered  voters  sent  to  various  precincts f 

(Same  objection  by  contestant's  counsel.) 

A.  My  opinion  would  be  that  he  signed  it.  I  will  not  swear  to  this.  If  he  had 
not,  I  would  have  heard  something  of  it,  I  guess. 

Q.  You  say  the  registrars  ignored  the  default  list  furnished  by  tax  collector  f — 
A.  There  was  a  registration  list  of  1,500  voters,  and  Mr.  Lozanby  had  a  default  list. 
Well,  from  their  not  using  it  none  of  the  names  appearing  ou  default  list  were  regis- 
tered. 

Q.  You  say  they  traceil  each  name  on  the  tas  digest  from  1877  to  1894.  Does  not  the 
law  require  that  the  taxes  for  these  years  should  be  paid  to  constitute  a  legal  voter  f — 
A.  Yes ;  but  the  tax  digest  was  shown  to  be  utterly  unreliable  by  the  great  number 
oi  receipts  shown  by  parties  shown  as  defaulters  on  these  digests. 

Q.  You  say  that  many  names  were  stricken  for  the  reason  that  the  registrars  failed 
to  look  in  the  district  where  the  party  lived.  How  many,  of  your  own  knowledge, 
do  you  know  of  such  easesf — A.  I  know  of  three  on  one  plantation  who  were  looked 
up  and  reinstated.    The  great  majority  were  not  looked  up. 

Q.  Then  how  can  you  swear  these  parties  were  not  defaulter? — ^A.  In  this  way: 
That  negroes  are  always  moving  from  one  district  to  another  asd  where  they  were 
traced  in  only  one  district  they  had  in  all  probability  p»id  their  taxes  in  another. 

Q.  On  this  probability  alone  can  you  swear  that  all  the  parties  stricken  were  not 
defaulters f — A.  I  wouldn't  begin  to  swear  that,  but  I  am  satisfied  a  great  man^- 
were  stricken  in  that  way. 

Q.  Yon  say  the  registoars  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  a  negro  that  he  had  paid  hia 

tax  for  a  certain  year.    How  many  ne|;;Toes  asked  to  be  heard  and  were  refused  a  her- 

\.  They  were  refused  in  every  instance  in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  hAve 

"^ar.    Any  white  man  could  swear  that  h«  had  paid  the  tavsa  of  a^  a^gvo  lor  m 
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oartun  year,  that  tha  negro  lived  with  him,  but  in  no  case  was  a  negroes  oath  even 
conaideTOd  that  I  heard  or  saw. 

Q.  How  many  negro's  asked  to  he  sworn  and  were  refnaed  do  yon  know  of  yonr 
own  knowledge t— A.  We  tried  to  swear  a  number  of  them,  bat  after  board  had 
passed  a  rale  that  no  negro's  oath  was  to  be  considered  we  stopped  making  tha 
attempts.  We  coold  have  registered  a  number  of  them,  perhaps  100  or  more^  who 
were  willing  to  swear  they  had  paid  their  taxes  for  certain  years  wherein  they  didn't 
have  their  tax  receipts. 

Q.  You  say  that  tne  mlinss  of  the  board  as  to  carrying  ont  the  registration  law 
waa  aa  unfair  as  could  be.  what  part  of  law  did  they  violate f—A.  The  above,  the 
xafasal  to  take  a  negro's  oath,  was  one  of  the  unfair  methods  of  the  board. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  provisions  of  the  reffistration  law  they  failed  to  canj 
ontf — A.  Yes:  by  making  the  digest  the  infallible  rule  of  testimony  was  another 
uafiur  methoa,  when  it  was  shown  to  be  unreliable. 

Q.  Does  not  the  registration  law  make  the  registrars  the  Judges  of  what  is  suffix 
dent  evidence  for  adding  to  or  striking  from  the  name  of  a  voter f 

(Conteatant's  counsel  objects  to  this  question  because  the  law  itself  is  best  evi- 
dence.) 

A.  'Hiay  doubtless  have  the  risht  to  say  what  was  law,  yet  they  knew  and  aa* 
knowledffed  the  unreliability  of  Uie  tax  diffcst  of  our  county,  yet  they  continued  to 
knock  on  voters  by  these  unreliable  methods. 

Q.  Did  the  registrars  make  one  rule  of  action  to  apply  to  the  Populists  and  one  to 
Democrats?  If  so,  in  what  instances? — A.  There  was  no  trouble  for  a  Democrat  to 
register  a  negro,  and  lots  of  trouble  for  a  Populist  to  get  a  negro  registered.  In  faot^ 
it  waa  almost  impossible  to  get  them  to  act  on  a  Populist  neffro. 

Q.  Did  the  boud  of  registrars  promulnite  any  rule  that  did  not  apply  to  the  Demo- 
crats as  well  as  to  the  Populists  f — A.  Thev  had  no  general  rules.  They  changed 
them  occasionally.  If  they  ever  formulatea  anv  specific  rules  they  were  not  made 
known.  They  had  only  one  specific  rule  to  which  they  religiously  adhered:  this  waa 
not  to  let  a  negro  swear  as  to  nis  having  paid  taxes  for  any  year  for  which  ne  did  not 
have  a  receipt. 

Q.  In  the  rule  of  which  yon  have  just  spoken,  did  the  board  of  registrara  apply 
it  to  Democrats  and  Populists  alike? — A.  I  can  truthfully  say  that  I  did  not  see  it 
applied  to  a  single  Democratic  negro.  Mr.  W.  A.  Sturgis,  a  prominent  Democrat,  had 
registered  as  many  as  60  negroes  without  bringing  the  negroes  before  the  board  or 
prodacing  their  receipts.  The  whole  60  may  not  have  been  defaulters,  but  where 
they  were  defaulters  he  stated  that  their  taxes  had  been  paid,  and  his  word  went 
with  the  regristrars  and  his  negroes  were  registered. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  bv  saying  that,  Mr.  Sturgis  registered  60  negroes  without  their 
being  present — ^that  toe  tax  coUector  of  your  county  entered  their  names  upon  the 
voters'  books  without  the  negroes  being  present? — ^A.  The  board  was  passing  upon 
the  qualifications  of  voters;  some  of  the  60  negroes  appeared  as  de&ulters — I  do  not 
know  how  many — and  had  been  summoned  to  appear  and  remove  the  disqualifiea* 
tiona  asainst  them.  Mr.  Sturgis  appeared  before  the  board  and  stated  that  the  taxes 
of  the  defaulters  were  paid.  Upon  this  statement  of  Mr.  Sturgis  the  names  of  par- 
ties were  placed  npon  list  of  registered  voters  and  they  were  aUowed  to  vote.  This 
same  courtesy  was  extended  to  white  Populists  and  Democrats  alike.  A  negro  waa 
not  counted  as  being  worthy  of  belief,  and  no  matter  how  strongly  he  swore  the 
hoard  would  simply  not  consider  his  testimony. 

Q.  How  many  negroes,  who  were  supposed  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  were^ 
regiatered  over  the  protest  of  the  Populists  f — A.  I  know  of  no  such  case,  for  there 
was  no  use  of  the  Populist  registrar  protesting  when  he  knew  he  would  be  outvoted. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  he  enter  protest  and  was  overruled  bv  Democrats? — ^A. 
He  did  not  make  any,  for  the  reason  I  have  named.  He  would  tell  me  this  when  I 
woald  ask  him  to  protest. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  Mr.  Kelly  had  no  trouble  in  getting  Democrats  on.  State  how 
many  Democrats  were  illegally  registered? — A.  I  can  not  say  how  many,  or  if  any. 
But  a  Democrat  had  no  trouble  in  getting  them  registered. 

Q.  Do  ^ou  know  of  a  single  voter  in  Colnmbia  County  who  voted  for  M^Jor  Black 
who  was  iUegally  registered? — A.  I  can't  say  that  I  do. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  number  of  votes  cast  for  M^jor  Black  in  Columbia 
County  in  1895  was  considerably  less  than  at  the  election  of  1894? — A.  The  Populist 
negro  vote  was  cut  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  the  negro  Democratic  vote.  I 
don't  know  exactly  whether  or  not  Black's  vote  was  less  m  1895  tiian  1894.  The 
Populist  party  was  growing,  and  Black's  majority  was  becoming  less.  There  were 
15  white  Democrats  in  the  Harlem  district  who  did  not  vote  in  the  election.  They 
were  registered;  they  did  not  care  to  vote. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  many  votes  were  polled  for  Mi^or  Black  in  1894  ?~A.  I  don't 
know. 

Q*  What  was  the  total  number  of  votes  polled  in  1894?— A.  I  don't  know. 
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-  Q.  Will  yon  please  tell  me,  as  near  as  yoa  can,  the  approximate  vote  of  Columbi* 
Coanty  in  18941— A.  I  think  about  1.800;  I  don't  know  this. 

Q.  What  was  Mr.  Watson's  majority  in  1894?— A.  I  think  abont  1,000.  I  dislike 
to  testify  about  a  matter  which  I  do  not  know  and  which  can  be  easily  asoertalned 
by  reference  to  the  records. 

•  Q.  You  say  that  it  was  impossible  for  a  Populist  to  register  as  long  as  a  Demoerat 
had  a  negro  to  register.  You  didn't  expect  tne  registrars  to  push  a  Democrat  aside 
while  registering  and  register  a  Populist f — A.  No;  but  I  thought  it  mighty  hard  to 
push  the  Populists  aside  and  register  a  Democrat,  which  they  did  do. 

Q.  Please  name  the  Populists  who  were  pushed  aside  by  the  registrars  to  make 
room  for  Democrats. — A.  I  do  not  recall  the  names  of  the  negro  Populists;  bat  it  was 
done  for  Mr.  T,  A.  Blanch ard  and  W.  A.  Stnrgis,  prominent  Democrats,  for  whom  it 
was  done. 

Q.  You  say  that  Mr.  Kellv  said  he  would  ask  no  questions  to  throw  off  a  Democrat 
nor  leave  one  unasked  which  would  put  off  a  Populist.  Did  you  yourself  hear  this  f — 
A.  Yes;  I  heard  him  say  it,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Q.  You  said  that  Mr.  Kelly  wrote  and  telegraphed  to  adjoining  counties  to  find  if 
Populists  were  defaulters,  and  that  he  never  wrote  to  find  about  Democrats.  How 
do  you  know  thisf — A.  From  the  statements  of  Kelly  and  from  seeing  him  take  down 
the  names  of  negroes  when  they  had  lived  in  adjoining  counties.  I  saw  him  take 
down  names  of  Populist  negroes,  aud  whites,  too,  but  never  a  Democrat. 

Q.  What  were  the  statements  of  Mr.  Kelly  to  which  you  referred  f — ^A.  He  said  he 
asked  no  questions  that  would  put  off  a  Democrat  or  put  on  a  Populist. 
.  Q.  How  do  you  know  what  kind  of  evidence  Kelly  received  from  these  tax  col- 
lectors, whether  sworn  to  or  notf — A.  I  saw  several  of  them  that  were  not  sworn  to; 
I  saw  none  that  were  sworn  to.    Saw  several ;  I  don't  recall  the  number. 

Q.  How  many  did  they  strike  on  this  evidence  f — A.  Can't  say  how  many. 

-  Q.  How  many  white  Republicans  are  in  Columbia  County  f — ^A.  I  know  only  one; 
that  is  old  H.  A.  Cook. 

Q.  How  many  have  you  known  to  reside  there  since  the  warf — A.  This  is  the  only 
one  I  know  or  nave  known.  Several  Northern  men  have  moved  in,  but  they  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  To  what  political  party  did  the  white  men  who  compose  the  Populist  party  in 
Columbia  County  originally  belong  f — A.  They  belonged  to  the  Democrattc  party 
until  they  saw  a  chance  to  get  into  a  better  party. 

Q.  What  is  the  relative  strength  of  the  Democratic  and  Populist  parties? — ^A. 
Nearly  four  to  one  in  favor  of  Populists. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  the  negro  being  denied  his  political  rights  since  the  war. 
Who  were  responsible  for  this,  the  three-fourths  or  Populist,  or  one-fourth  who  now 
compose  the  Democratic  party  f — A.  The  Democratic  party  was  responsible. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  men  who  now  compose  the  Populist  party  are  equally 
responsible  with  the  men  who  now  compose  the  Democratic  party  for  the  state  of 
affairs  prior  to  the  birth  of  the  Popunst  party  f — A.  I  don't  know  how  to  answer 
tills  ouestion,  but  suppose  they  were.  I  want  to  say  we  have  left  for  good  a  party 
which  practices  any  such  methods. 

Q.  Yon  spoke  of  Mr.  P.  J.  Sullivan  as  being  drunk  and  wallowing  in  the  mad  at 
Appling.  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  was  it  hearsay  f — ^A.  I  heard 
a  very  responsible  man,  Mr.  J.  M.  Prather,  say  he  saw  him  in  this  At. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  killing  of  the  negro  preacher  at  the  poorhonse 
except  from  hearsay f — A.  No. 

W.  W.  Rambkt. 

Answered,  subscribed,  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  February,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucktt, 
Ordinary,  McDuffie  County,  Ga, 

Adjourned  until  February  22, 1896. 

Court  House,  February  22, 189e. 

.  M.  I.  BRANCH,  sworn  for  contestant: 

I  am  a  farmer  in  Columbia  County.  I  am  also  representative  in  the  Georgia  legis- 
lature from  Columbia  County.  I  was  bom  in  Petersburg.  Va.,  in  1849;  my  father, 
Thomas  Branch,  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  citizens  of  that  State.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  was  but  15  years  of  age,  attending  school;  I  entered  Lee's  army  in 
1863 ;  remained  there  until  fall  of  1864,  when  Qovemor  Letcher,  of  Virginia,  appointed 
me  a  cadet  to  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  where  I  remained  until  the  doee  of 
of  the  war.  During  tnat  time  of  cadetship  the  corps  of  cadets  were  c^ed  out  to 
man  the  fortification  abeut  Bichmond.  Alter  the  war  I  returned  to  the  Institate 
and  finished  my  education  in  1868.  In  August,  1868, 1  came  to  Georgia  and  entered 
the  mercantile  business  and  was  married,  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  to  Miss  Steiner  of  that 
-^^  daughter  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Steiner,  a  former  surgeon  in  the  United  States  Aimy, 
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and  who  served  on  General  Scott's  staff  in  the  Mexican  war.  He  afterwards  became 
a  very  eminent  physician  of  Aneasta,  Ga.  In  1876 1  moved  from  Augnsta  to  Colom- 
hia  County  where  I  have  been  farming  ever  since. 

Q.  The  eontestee,  in  his  testimony  taken  in  Augnsta,  has  made  something  like  a 
general  arraignment  of  the  general  good  character  of  Populists  of  Columbia;  please 
state  what  class  of  people  makes  up  the  party  in  that  county  f — A.  Taken  as  a  whole, 
they  are  as  honorable  and  worthy  a  set  of  people  as  yon  may  nnd  in  this  country— land 
and  property  owners.  They  are  not  men  what  you  would  call  of  large  means,  but 
they  are  home  owners,  and  those  who  haven't  homes  are  working  for  that  object. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Populists  of  Columbia  County  are  uie  property  owners; 
are  they  not  in  majority  as  to  property  and  to  votes  f — A.  Taxable  values  of  Colum- 
bia County  is  about  $900,000,  and  I  believe  the  records  will  show  the  Populists  own 
from  $700,000  to  $750,000  of  that  property. 

Q.  In  which  party  is  to  be  found  the  majority  of  men  of  education,  high  standing, 
etc.  f — A.  In  the  Populist  party. 

Q.  Contestee,  through  at  least  one  of  his  witnesses,  has  made  an  attack  upon  the 
character  of  B.  £.  Ramsey,  a  Populist  of  Columbia  County.  State  what  yon  know 
of  Mr.  Bamsey's  character. — A.  Mr.  Ramsey's  standing  in  Columbia  County  is  what 
I  term  first  class,  and  during  my  residence  of  twenty  years  in  the  countv  I  have 
heard  nothing  against  him.  He  owns  a  large  planting  business ;  stands  well  with  his 
neighbors,  white  and  black. 

Q.  State  what  you  know  of  the  standing  and  character  of  William  Landsell,  whose 
character  has  also  been  assailed. — A.  He  is  a  hiffh-toned,  honorable  man,  and  has 
what  we  term  considerable  property,  and  one  of  uie  most  charitable  citizens  of  the 
county. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  of  W.  L.  Benton,  whose  character  contestee  has  also 
assailed? — A.  I  know  Mr.  Benton  well,  and  his  standing  in  Columbia  Countv  is 
excellent,  and  he  is  a  prominent  and  consistent  member  or  the  Methodist  Churcn. 

Q.  State  if  it  is  a  fact  that  Hon.  .Tas.  B.  Cummings,  of  counsel  for  contestee  and 
executor  of  the  late  Dr.  H.  H.  Steiner,  selected  Mr.  Benton  to  manage  the  Columbia 
part  of  that  estate. — A.  He  did.  It  was  a  responsible  position,  as  it  was  one  of  the 
largest  landed  estates  in  the  county,  and  at  the  time  Mr.  Cummings  selected  Mr. 
Benton  he  knew  Mr.  Benton  to  be  a  strong  Populist. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  is  there  a  single  Socialist,  Communist,  or  Anarchist  among 
the  Populists  of  Columbia  County  f — A.  There  is  not. 

Q.  Is  it  or  not  true  thikt  George  D.  Dorsey,  the  former  ordinary,  was  run  out  of  the 
county  by  the  Populists  f — It  is  not  true.  George  Dorsey,  up  to  1892,  was  the  ordi- 
nary of  Colombia  County.  He  was  a  man  who  was  held  in  esteem  at  that  time  and 
since  by  all  the  people.  In  January,  1892,  he  was  defeated  for  election  by  John  L« 
Bynum,  a  good  ana  worthy  man.  A  short  time  afterwards  he  went  to  Charlotte, 
N.  C,  where  he  secured  some  position,  said  position  having  been  secured  before  he 
left  Columbia  County. 

Q.  It  has  been  stated  in  contestee's  testimony  that  the  Populists  in  the  legislature 
opposed  the  general  registration  bilL  State  why  they  opposed  this,  and  what  kind 
of  bill,  if  any,  they  favored. — A.  One  of  the  main  reasons  for  opposing  the  measure 
was  the  manner  in  which  the  registrars  were  appointed^aid  registrars  being  ap- 
pointed by  the  judges  of  superior  court,  all  of  wnom  are  Democrats.  The  Populists 
took  the  ground  that  the  registrars  should  be  composed  of  the  ordinary,  the  clerk 
of  court,  and  the  tax  receiver  of  the  different  counties,  or  that  they  should  either  be 
elected  airectly  by  the  people.  If  either  of  these  plans  had  been  adopted  the  peo- 
ple themselves  would  have  had  a  voice  in  the  selection.  Since  the  registration  has 
f>ne  into  effect  it  is  clear  that  we  were  right,  as  Columbia  County's  registrars — and 
hear  the  same  of  other  counties — were  ver^  partisan  in  their  ruling. 

Q.  Is  it  not  trae  that  the  People's  Party  favored  not  only  a  fair  registration  but 
the  Australian  ballot  itself  f — A.  It  did :  and  I,  as  a  representative,  dia  all  I  could  in 
1898  to  secure  the  passage  of  what  I  called  a  very  fair  Australian  oallot  bill,  offered 
by  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Bloodworth. 

Q.  Is  it  not  trae  that  in  1892,  even  after  Judge  Emofy  Speer,  of  the  Federal  court, 
upon  an  ex  parte  proceeding  brought  by  contestee,  had  set  aside  the  various  local 
registration  laws,  m  this,  the  Tenth,  district,  I  advised  my  friends  nevertheless  only 
to  vote  only  the  registered  voters,  and  did  they  not  act  upon  this  advice  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  above  question  because  it  is  not  in  rebuttal  of  any 
evidence  given  by  contestee,  and  that  the  evidence  is  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  issues 
of  the  case.) 

A.  Mv  memory  is  that  Mr.  Watson  gave  such  advice;  and  I  was  in  Thomson  at 
about  the  hour  of  closing  the  polls  in  1£32,  and  my  memory  is  that  I  was  informed  that 
they  had  followed  the  registration  list  and  voted  by  it.  ^ 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  last  answer  because  it  is  hearsay  evidence.) 

Q.  Mr.  P.  J.  Sullivan,  a  witness  of  contestee,  alluded  to  you  by  name  as  being 
instmmental  in  driving  good  citizens  out  of  your  county.  What  have  you  to  say 
about  thisf— A.  That  is  false. 
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Q.  You  are  alluded  to  by  name  as  having  been  an  incendiary  speaker,  and  special 
eriticisms  upon  a  remark  advising  the  people  to  "raise  less  cotton  and  more  nell." 
What  have  you  to  say  about  this  T— A.  In  the  spring  of  1892 1  made  a  speech  in  Wash- 
ington, Ga. :  in  that  speech  I  said  that  the  laboring  people  of  the  cities  had  been 
discontented  for  some  time,  and  the  agricultural  people  were  becoming  so,  and  thej 
were  slow  to  move;  and  they  intended  having  tneir  rights,  and  if  necessaiy  they 
*' would  raise  less  cotton  and  more  hell." 

Q.  This  was  really  a  quotation,  was  it  notf — A.  I  can't  say  that  it  was. 

.  Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  went  to  raising  less  cotton  and  more  watermelons  t — A. 
I  have,  and  have  made  more  money. 

Q.  Contestee  having  made  an  attack  upon  the  character  of  different  Popolista  of 
Columbia  County,  what  do  you  know  of  Mr.  £dmond  Kelly  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  above  question  because  it  is  not  in  rebuttal  of 
any  evidence  of  contestee  and  no  attack  was  made  upon  his  character  in  the  llrst 
direct  testimony  of  contestant.) 

A.  I  know  very  little  of  Mr.  Kelly's  personal  character.  He  keeps  store  at  Appling. 
He  is  divorced  from  his  wife.  I  know  nothing  of  the  merits  of  that  case.  His 
reputation  in  Columbia  County,  from  what  I  hear  from  a  majority  of  the  people,  is 
not  good. 

Q.  State  what  his  conduct  was  while  reiristrar,  whether  arbitrary  or  fair. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  above  question  because  in  the  first  diroet  no 
attack  was  made  upon  him  as  registrar;  that  it  is  not  in  rebuttal  of  any  testimony 
given  by  contestee.^ 

A.  At  times,  I  think,  he  was  quite  arbitrary  or  unfair.  During  a  session  of  the 
board  of  registrars  on  Tuesday,  I  think,  of  September  term,  1896,  of  superior  court, 
I  went  before  the  board  of  registrars  to  call  their  attention  to  what  I  considered 
unfair  methods  of  Mr.  Speres,  one  of  the  registrars,  to  the  fact;  that  on  evening 
before  summonses  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  constables  to  be  served  on  certain 
defaulters,  a  portion  of  said  summonses  not  having  been  issued  on  Monday,  that 
night  the  constable  reported  the  fact  to  Mr.  Speres  at  his  house;  thereupon  Mr. 
Speres  took  said  summonses,  erased  the  names  thereon  and  placed  other  names,  and 
instructed  the  constable  to  serve  the  summonses  on  parties  whose  names  he  had 
placed  there  instead  of  the  original  parties.  I  went  before  the  registrars  to  call 
their  attention  to  this  fact.  Messrs.  Kelly  and  Speres  refused  to  give  me  a  hearing, 
and  finally  Kelly  said  to  me  in  anger  "  That  he  did  not  want  to  hear  a  d  d  word 
I  wanted  to  say."    Thereupon  I  rebuked  him  in  severe  words,  but  still  got  no  hearing. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  in  reference  to  rejection  of  evidence  of  Populists  to  show 
that  the  negroes  bad  paid  taxes  and  should  votef 

(Contest^'s  counsel  objects  because  it  was  not  put  in  direct  and  is  not  in  rebnttal 
of  any  evidence  given  by  contestee.) 

A.  I  know  that  the  Populists  could  not  register  a  negro  unless  the  tax  digest 
showed  that  he  had  paid  his  taxes  since  1877,  or  that  he  had  held  his  receipts  since 
that  time,  except  in  one  instance. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  with  the  one  exception  the  resistrars  refused  to  take 
Terbal  testimony  where  the  party  offered  to  show  taxes  paid,  his  receipts  lost,  and 
for  that  or  some  other  reason  was  not  liable  for  taxf — ^A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  there  were  negroes  besides  the  one  you  have  mentioned  who 
wished  to  show  by  Verbal  testimony  that  their  taxes  had  been  paid  and  tiiat  they 
were  qualified  to  vote,  and  that  the  registrars  refused  to  allow  them  to  make  these 
•proofs  f — ^A.  I  do. 

Q.  Were  these  negroes  Populists  or  Democrats? — ^A.  Thev  were  Populists. 

Q.  Can  you  approximate  the  number  of.  Populist  votes  uiat  were  refused  registry 
upon  this  ruling f— A.  I  believe  that  at  least  lOO  or  more. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  all  of  the  above  questions,  as  to  the  action  of  the 
registrars  in  Columbia  County,  upon  the  grounds  that  it  is  not  in  rebnttal  of  any- 
thing offered  by  contestee,  and  no  such  statement  was  made  in  the  direct  testimony 
of  the  contestant.) 

Q.  Previous  to  the  formation  of  the  Populist  party,  did  the  nefi^oes  of  Columbia 
Count V  who  were  Republicans  exercise  the  free  right  of  assembung  in  convention 
and  of  voting  at  the  polls  f 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  above  on  grounds  that  it  is  irrelevant  and  is  not 
in  rebuttal  of  anything.) 

A.  It  was  an  unwritlen  law  that  the  negro  could  not  meet  and  vote  in  Columbia 
County  before  1892  unless  clandestinely.  They  emoy  now  the  full  liberty  of  meet- 
ing and  voting  as  Republicans,  and  I  was  one  of  the  first  oitisens  of  Columbia 
County  who  advocated  giving  them  their  rights  and  was  severely  condemned  by  the 
Democrats  for  it.  In  one  instance  I  was  severely  condemned  by  the  Democrats  for 
sending  political  information  through  the  mails  to  the  negroes.  Two  weeks  there 
^eld  a  Republican  countv  meeting  at  our  county  court-house;  said  conrt-hooae 
charge  of  officers,  who  are  Populists,  who  cheerfully  gave  the  use  of  the 
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court-house  to  this  Repoblioan  meeting  composed  mostly  of  negroes.  Snch  a  thing 
was  unheard  of  before  1892. 

Q.  Mr.  Branch,  the  oontestee/  in  endeavoring  to  explain  his  very  large  vote  in 
Richmond  Connty,  has  tried  to  show  that  the  Republicans  and  negroes  supported 
«ontestee  and  opposed  me.  AVhat  is  the  truth  about  that f— A.  Thev  supported  BIr. 
Watson  through  choice,  and  nine-tenths  of  the  negroes  who  voted  for  Major  Black 
did  it  unwillingly. 

Q.  State  whether  it  is  true  that  one  of  the  main  arguments  the  Democratic  mana- 

Sn  relied  on  to  keep  the  machine  Democrats  in  line  was  my  alleged  friendship  for 
e  Bepublican  and  the  negro  f — A.  lliat  is  true. 

Q.  State  whether  the  Democratic  managers,  in  talking  to  white  Democrats,  did 
not  constantly  accuse  me  of  favoring  social  equality. — A.  That's  true. 

Q.  After  my  declaration  in  the  Thomson  speech,  in  1892,  that  I  favored  the  wiping 
ont  of  the  color  line  in  politics,  and  the  full  recognition  of  the  negro's  political 
rights,  state  whether  it  is  true  that  the  Democratic  press  and  campaign  speakers 
opened  upon  me  with  the  most  savage  abuse  f — A.  In  August,  1892,  when  Mr.  Wa^ 
aon  returned  home  from  Congress,  there  were  at  least  6,000  or  7,000  people  to  welcome 
him,  one-half  of  whom  were  negroes;  he  made  a  speech  upon  that  occasion  in  which 
he  said  he  was  in  favor  of  wiping  out  the  color  line  in  politics,  that  being  the  first 
public  utterance  of  its  kind  that  had  been  heard  in  Georgia.  He  distinctly  said 
that  he  did  not  advocate  any  social  affiliation,  and  that  the  negroes  should  attend 
their  own  schools  and  churches,  and  that  each  citizen's  home,  whether  he  be  white 
or  black,  should  be  his  castle;  or^  in  other  words,  he  said  the  negro  should  have 
equal  political  rights  with  the  white  people.  This  announcement  was  receivt*d  by 
the  negroes  with  great  Joy,  and  they  flocked  to  the  People's  Partv  by  thousands. 
This  speech  was  distorted  by  the  Democratic  press  of  Georgia,  and  aoiy),  in  my  opin- 
ion, for  the  purpose  of  preventing  whites  from  supporting  Mr.  Watson  on  account  of 
his  acivocating  equal  political  rights  to  the  negroes  to  that  enjoyed  by  the  whites. 

(Contestee's  counsel  objects  to  three  last  questions  on  the  ground  that  they  are 
entirely  irrelevant,  put  in  for  political  effect,  and  were  not  in  rebuttal  of  anything 
offered  by  con  tee  tee.) 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Johnson  : 

Q.  Where  do  you  get  your  figures  from  as  to  the  value  of  property  in  Columbia 
County  f — A.  From  tax  digest. 

Q.  How  did  you  learn  what  amount  of  that  was  returned  by  Populists  and  what 
amount  by  Democrats  f — A.  The  white  people  own  most  of  the  property.  About  80 
per  cent  of  them  are  Populists,  and  in  proportion  they  are  equally  as  intelligent  and 
wealthy  as  Democrats. 

Q.  What  kind  of  proceeding  you  say  it  was  that  Judge  Speer  set  aside  the  local 
registration  laws  in  Tenth  district  in  1892  f — A.  Someone,  I  think,  brought  a  pro- 
ceeding to  have  the  elections  held  under  the  control  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
thought  that  the  election  would  not  be  conducted  fairly  by  the  State  r<^glme,  espe- 
cially in  Richmond  County. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  then  it  was  a  proceeding  brought  to  have  the  election 
under  the  Federal  law  for  Kichmond  County  f — A.  I  don't  know  whether  the  pro- 
ceeding affected  that  county  alone  or  not.  I  know  one  thing,  that  we  have  never, 
since  the  Populist  party  came  into  existence,  had  fair  elections  in  Richmond.  1 
don't  believe  there  ever  will  be  under  the  present  r<^ginie. 

Q.  Had  cootestee's  counsel  asked  you  anything  in  regard  to  unfairness  of  elections 
in  Richmond  County  f — A.  He  liad  not. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  in  1892  the  election  in  Richmond  County  was  held  under 
.Federal  supervisors  appointed  by  Judge  Speer. — ^A.  I  am  informed  that  they  did 
hold  the  election.    I  was  also  informed  that  they  failed  to  certify  the  returns. 

Q.  You  state  that  Mr.  Edmond  Kelly's  conduct  as  registrar  was  at  times  unfair. 
Please  state  at  what  times  his  conduct  was  arbitrary  and  unfair. — A.  The  tax  col- 
lector furnished  the  registrars  with  a  voting  list.  The  registrars,  after  comparing 
the  voters'  list  with  tax  digest  and  finding  that  a  white  man  had  failed  to  pay  his 
taxes  upon  a  certain  year,  swore  that  he  had  paid  said  taxes,  Mr.  Kelly  would  regis- 
ter saia  white  man.  He  would  not  do  the  same  for  a  negro,  no  matter  what  his  stand- 
ing or  character  was  in  the  county,  and  there  are  negroes  in  Columbia  County  whose 
oath  I  would  respect  in  preference  to  some  white  men.  The  books  of  the  ti^x  digest 
of  tax  collection^  of  Columbia  County  were  known  to  be  very  defective  prior  to  1890; 
for  instance,  the  digest  would  show  that  numbers  of  parties  had  not  paid  their  taxes 
for  certain  years,  though  the  receipts  were  shown  for  said  year.  I  knew  of  cases 
where  negroes  were  classed  as  deiaulters  for,  say,  five  or  seven  years,  and  even 
when  said  negroes  would  produce  receipts  for  all  the  years  with  the  exception  of  one 
.  for  which  he  was  claimea  as  a  defaulter,  and  was  willing  to  take  an  oath  that  he 
had  paid  his  taxes  for  said  year,  Mr.  Kelly  refused  to  register  him,  and  he  was  a  rul- 
.  ing  spirit  on  board  of  registrars. 
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Q.  From  your  answers  I  gather,  then,  that  one  of  his  arbitrary  mlings  was  to  reject 
the  oath  of  a  negro  f — A.  It  was,  and  a  serious  one. 

Q.  How  many  negroes  do  you  know,  of  yonr  own  knowledge,  were  there  ready  to 
swear  they  had  paid  their  taxes  and  were  not  put  on  the  registry  listf — A.  I  can  call 
to  mind  two.    Tney  were  good  men  and  worthy  of  belief. 

Q.  Please  give  their  names. — A.  Lee  Maben  and  Sim  Brown ;  the  latter  showed,  by 
Colnmbia  County  digest,  that  he  had  paid  all  his  taxes.  Mr.  Kelly  had  a  list  from 
Richmond  County  stating  that  Brown  had  lived  there  five  or  six  years  ago  for  one  year, 
and  that  he  was  behind  one  year's  taxes  in  Richmond  County.  Brown  was  willing 
to  swear  he  had  paid  his  taxes  in  Columbia  County. 

Q.  Were  these  the  only  two  you  knew  of,  yourself  f — A.  The  only  two  I  can  call 
to  mind  at  present. 

Q.  Did  the  registrars  accept  the  oath  and  put  upon  the  list  the  name  of  any  Dem- 
ocratic negro  wnose  name  appeared  on  the  default  listf — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
But  the  rule  they  had  made  hurt  the  Populists  worse  than  it  did  the  Democrats. 

Q.  Did  the  registrars,  when  a  man  presented  himself,  make  any  inqniries  as  to 
how  a  man  would  vote  before  they  decided  whether  they  would  put  his  name  on  the 
list  or  notf — A.  No;  but  when  a  negro  applied  he  was  backed  by  a  white  man — a 
Populist  in  the  one  case  and  a  Democrat  in  the  other. 

Q.  How  do  you  knowf — ^A.  Because  common  sense  tells  me  so.  Every  negro  left 
to  himself  voted  the  Populist  ticket. 

Q.  Was  there  any  difi'erence  in  the  rule  applied  to  Populists  and  Democrats? — A. 
I  know  of  none. 

Q.  You  say  that  prior  to  1892  it  was  unwritten  law  in  Columbia  that  negroes 
could  not  meet  politically,  except  clandestinely.  Who  made  that  lawf — A.  The 
sentiment  aitiong  the  people  on  that  ticket. 

Q.  Was  that  sentiment  common  among  all  the  white  people  of  the  county  or  notf — 
A.  It  was. 

Q.  In  answer  to  contestant's  question  yon  say  that  Republicans  and  negroes  did 
not  support  Mi\|or  Black.  What  do  yon  mean  tor  that  answer  to  cover  f — A.  So  far 
as  my  Knowledge  goes,  it  covers  Columbia  County  generally.  I  know  of  one  promi- 
nent Republican  In  Richmond  County  who  told  me  that  he  snpported  Mr.  wataon. 

Q.  In  answer  to  one  of  contestant's  questions  you  refer  to  Democrats  being  kept 
in  line  as  ''machine''  Democrats.  What  do  you  mean  by  machine  Democrataf — ^A. 
I  mean  those  men  who  are  manipulators  of  the  canvass  and  the  elections,  and  are 
after  spoils  of  office  or  some  future  favor;  men  who  will  do  thiuffs  during  election 
times  which  are  discouraged  and  discountenanced  in  matters  of  ordinary  transactions 
of  life. 

Q.  Do  you  include  in  that  category  all  the  Democrats  of  the  Tenth  district  f — A. 
I  do  not. 

M.  I.  Branch. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  February,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucktt, 
Ordinary,  MeDuffie  Coaatjf,  Ga. 

W.  L.  BENTON,  sworn 

Direct  examination  by  Mr.  Watson  : 

Q.  Is  it  true,  as  stated  by  P.  J.  Sullivan,  that  you  said  that  "  the  bottom  rail  was 
on  top  in  Columbia  Countv  and  by  God  it  should  remain  so,''  or  any  words  to  that 
efifectf— A.  I  told  him  nothing  of  that  sort,  nor  did  I  ever  use  any  such  language  to 
anyone  else. 

Q.  Are  you  a  socialist,  anarchist,  or  communist  f— A.  I  am  not,  and  have  never  been. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Johnson  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Sullivan  used  this  language  or  statement  or  notf — 
A.  I  only  know  from  having  seen  it  published  in  the  papers  and  heard  it  from  others. 

W.  L.  BXNTOH. 

Sworn  to  before  me  February  22,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucktt, 
Ordimarif,  MoDuffie  C^untg,  Go. 
L.  L.  MAGRUDER,  sworn  for  contestant : 

Q.  State  what  position  you  hold  in  Columbia  County  f — A.  Sheriff. 

Q.  When  were  you  elected  to  this  position f — A.  In  1886. 

Q.  You  have  held  the  office  ever  since f— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were,  then,  Democratic  sheriff  of  Columbia  County,  a  promoter  of  Popnlist 
party  f — A.  Yes. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  were  called  on  to  serve  notioes  by  the  board  of  regis- 
trars f — A.  I  was. 

Q.  State  what  length  of  time  they  gave  to  voters  who  were  summoned  why  their 
names  should  not  be  stricken  f 


WATSON   VS.   BLACK.  G95 

(Coonsel  for  contestee  objects  to  this  qnestion  because  it  is  not  in  rebuttal  of  any- 
thing offered  by  contestee.^ 

A.  The  papers  were  put  m  my  hands  in  the  morning  and  they  were  summoned  to 
be  there  the  next  morning  at  10  o'clock.  They  first  began  putting  bhem  in  the  hands 
of  constable  and,  except  on  one  occasion,  the  voters  were  given  no  intervening  day 
between  the  day  of  issuing  and  of  service^ 

Q.  How  far  would  you  have  to  go  to  serve  a  witness? — A.  I  would  sometimes  have 
to  go  15  miles.  I  would  sometimes  leave  with  100  summonses,  and  some  of  the  parties 
would  be  living  5  or  6  miles  apart. 

Q.  About  what  time  would  you  leave  Appling  to  serve  the  papers f — A.  About  9 
a.  m. ;  sometimes  10  a.  m. 

Q.  How  long  would  it  take  you  to  complete  the  service? — A.  I  would  not  finish 
some  days  at  all,  and  even  after  working  at  night.  I  worked  one  night  until  11 
o'clock. 

Q.  Were  you  able  to  effect  personal  service  on  all  those  men  f — A.  Some  I  was  and 
Bome  not. 

Q.  After  your  return,  would  you  make  any  return  to  the  board f — A.  I  would;  I 
would  report  those  on  whom  notice  had  not  been  served.  They  said  a  notice  would 
not  have  to  be  served  personally. 

Q.  What  would  they  do  witn  those  whose  navies  you  hadn't  served  f — A.  They 
would  change  the  date  and  have  them  served  over. 

Q.  Would  the  board  proceed  the  next  morning  at  10  a.  m.,  whether  the  paity  von 
served  at  midnight  was  there  or  notf — ^A.  They  would  commence  at  10  a.  m.  They 
would  give  them  a  hearing  if  they  eame  in  later. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  rule  they  made  and  enforced  if  the  tax  receipts  was  the 
only  evidence,  and  verbal  testimony  was  refused  f— A.  I  do  not.  I  saw  some  cases 
where  the  receipts  were  shown  and  party  was  put  on.  Some  negroes,  where  they 
were  proven  by  some  responsible  white  man,  were  put  on,  but  negro  testimony  was 
held  insufficient. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Johnson  : 

Q.  How  many  names  did  they  serve f — ^A.  I  had  served  over  300. 

Q.  How  long  did  registrars  have  to  investigate  these  f — A.  About  a  week. 

Q.  Did  each  summons  require  the  party  to  appear  on  the  day  following  that  on 
which  it  was  served  f — A.  It  did  require  them  to  appear  on  the  following  day,  except 
onoe,  when  they  required  them  to  appear  in  two  days  following. 

Q.  Did  the  registrars,  so  far  as  you  know,  pass  on  a  name  which  had  not  been 
served? — A.  Not  as  I  know  of.  They  generally  redated  them  and  had  them  served 
on  a  later  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  party,  white  or  black,  who  offered  to  swear  his  taxes  paid 
and  the  registrars  refused  his  testimonvf — A.  I  don't  know  of  any. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  the  registrars  as  the  official  officer? — A.  I  served  the  papers. -^ 

Redirect  examination : 

Q.  While  away  summoning  other  parties,  you  could  not  know  who  were  there  try- 
ing to  prove  their  taxes  paidf 

L.  L.  Magruber. 

Answered,  sworn,  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  22d  of  February,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucktt, 
Ordinary  MoDuffie  County,  Ga» 
MUCH  WILSON  sworn,  for  contestant : 

Q.  What  is  your  agef — A.  About  64. 

Q.  Occupation  f — A.  Farming. 

Q.  How  long  has  your  home  been  in  McDuffle  County? — A.  I  was  bom  and  raised 
in  McDnffie  County. 

Q.  Who  did  you  belong  to  when  you  were  born? — A.  James  R.  Wilson. 

Q.  Were  yon  his  slave  at  the  time  of  emancipation  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Are  you  now  farming  on  laud  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  Wilson? — A.  No;  it 
need  to  belong  to  Mr.  Bacon. 

Q.  What  size  farm  do  you  run  ? — A.  I  run  a  three-horse  farm. 

Q.  You  own  your  own  stock  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  own  cattle,  too? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  or  your  children  read  or  write? — A.  I  can  not  read;  my  children  can, 

Q.  What  were  your  politics  up  to  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  People's  Party  ? 

(Counsel  of  contestee  objects,  because  it  is  irrelevant,  does  not  tend  to  elucidate 
the  qnestion  at  issue,  and  is  not  in  rebuttal  of  anything  given  by  contestee.) 

A.  I  was  mighty  near  nothing.  I  wanted  to  be  a  Kepublican,  but  was  afraid  to 
own  it. 

Q.  In  what  way  was  it  dangerous  for  you  to  be  a  Republican? 
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(Counsel  for  eontestee  objeots,  because  it  is  irrelevant,  retes  to  occamnoee  tk»t 
happened  several  years  before  the  election^  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  eleetioD  cr 
this  contest,  and  is  not  in  rebnttal  of  anything  offered  by  contestee.) 

A.  There  was  danger  of  being  mn  at  night. 

Q.  Explain  this.— A.  Abont  tnat  time  knklux  were  running  the  eoanty,  and  they 
would  take  out  any  negro  if  he  voted  the  Republican  ticket  and  beat  him  nearly  tP 
death. 

Q.  Prior  to  1892  did  the  negroes  in  this  section  dare  to  hold  a  meeting f — A.  They 
were  afraid. 

Q.  Were  they  afraid  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket  f — A.  Yee. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  last  two  questions,  because  they  are  irrelevant  and 
ihave  nothing  to  do  with  this  case.) 

Q.  Do  you  remember  on  one  occasion  here,  about  ten  years  ago,  when  a  etowd 
of  negroes  mustered  enough  courage  to  come  up  and  want  to  vote  the  Repablican 
ticket? — A.  I  remember  coming  with  crowd  to  court-house  and  asking  for  Repub- 
lican tickets.  We  were  told  that  the  Republicans  had  no  tickets.  Mr.  Ned  Hxmmon 
eaid  this  was  no  Republican  county  and  had  no  Republican  ticket. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Harrison  a  Democrat  f — ^A.  He  is. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of  the  People's  Party  f — A.  In  1882.  This 
was  the  first  campaign  they  made  in  Georgia. 

Q.  As  a  colored  man,  what  were  your  reasons  for  Joininf^ f— A.  I  thought  by  joining 
them  I  could  get  a  fair  ballot,  and  they  allowed  me  in  their  convention,  and  I  thooi^ht 
I  oould  get  a  better  price  for  produce  if  our  platform  was  put  into  law. 

Q.  The  People's  Party  is  in  full  control  of  this  county,  is  it  notf — ^A.  Yea;  it  ia. 

Q.  State  whether  every  black  man  in  the  county  can  vote  just  as  he  pleaaea, 
"whether  Democratic,  Republican,  or  Populist. — A.  There  are  some  men  here  who 
can  not  vote  as  they  please,  because  they  are  under  obligations  to  some  Demoomta 
who  tell  the  negro  he  would  lose  his  position  if  he  votes  the  Populist  ticket. 

Q.  Does  the  People's  Party  hold  quiet  elections  and  let  every  man  vote  as  he 
chooses f — ^A.  They  do;  the  Populists  in  1892  said  he  could  vote  the  Republican  or 
Democrat  or  Populist. 

Q.  Do  we  allow  the  Republicans  to  hold  meetings  in  court-house  Just  like  Demo- 
crats or  Populists  f — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  hold  ny  position  in  People's  Party f — A.  I  hold  position;  I  am  a  mem- 
her  of  the  State  executive  committee  and  have  been  to  Atlanta  twice  in  that  way. 

Q.  Do  you  know  other  colored  men  who  hold  the  same  position? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Rev.  E.  Q.  White  f— A.  I  do. 

Q.  Is  he  a  member  of  the  State  executive  committee  f— A.  He  is. 

Q.  Then  the  People's  Party  has  given  you  representation  in  the  ballot  boxf — ^A. 
'Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  colored  men  in  this  county  are  real  Demoonitsf — A.  I  don't  know 
liny ;  I  hiiow  some  who  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  think  I  know  why. 

Q.  What  did  £d.  Smith  tell  you? — A.  He  told  me  that  the  Democrats  had  given 
some  money  for  himself  and  for  me.    He  told  others  the  same. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  certain  negroes  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  for  fear  they  will 
lose  their  jobsf — A.  I  know  some  who  say  they  do. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Peter  Knox  discharge  one  of  his  employees  for  voting  the  Populist 
ticket  f-rA.  He  did.     He  told  me  so. 

Q.  Did  Jasper  Garrett  lose  his  position  as  ditcher  for  council  because  he  refused 
to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  had  to  mn  to  Wells  Marshall's 
house  for  fear  the  Democrats  would  whip  him. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Johnson  : 

Q.  You  say  that  when  yon  tried  to  be  a  Republican  the  Kuklnx  were  here.  How 
long  has  that  been? — A.  About  twelve  years  or  m<»e. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  it  has  been  twenty  years  or  more  since  they  hung  Allen? — 
A.  I  don't  know  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  long  it  has  been? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  vote  prior  to  1892?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  vote  for? — A.  I  voted  for  county  officers.  These  were  Demo- 
crats, before  the  Populist  party  started. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  for  the  Democrats  in  the  national  election? — A.  I  did  not  vote  at 
all  in  the  national  election.  I  voted  once  for  Governor  Bullocks,  and  the  last  time 
for  Hines. 

Q.  How  came  you  to  vote  for  Democratic  county  officers?— A.  Because  there  was 
no  opposition.  The  litepublicans  have  had  no  candidate  for  county  officers  in  last 
twenty  years. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  voted  as  you  pleased? — A.  Since  1892. 

Q.  You  are  still  in  Populist  party? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  prefer  that  to  the  Republican  party?— A.  I  prefer  the  Populist. 
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Q.  Hftve  jou  quit  the  Bepnblioan  party  for  f^oodf — A.  I  will  do  anythioff  for  the 
RepabHoan  party  when  it  doee  not  confliot  with  the  Papnlists.  Where  it  doea  con* 
flict  I  will  vote  the  Populiat  ticket. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  uej^oes  who  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  and  who  were  forced 
to  do  ao. — A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  When  did  yon  have  tliat  talk  with  £d.  Smith,  to  which  yon  referred? — A.  In 
1992.  He  told  me  this :  That  the  Democrats  gave  him  some  money  for  me  and  SMse 
for  himself. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  handle  any  political  funds  in  any  election f— A.  No;  I  was  never 
paid  to  vote,  nor  did  I  pay  anyone  to  vote.  I  always  vote  for  principle,  not  for 
money. 

I?edirect  examination : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  case  of  Joe  Jackson  f — A.  Joe  was  a  Populist.  I  dan't 
know  much  about  it;  I  never  did  get  it  straight. 

Much  (his  z  mark)  Wilson. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  February,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucbtt, 
Ordinary^  MoDufie  Counijff  Go, 

A4Joumed  until  February  24, 1896. 

COURT-Housa,  Thamtan,  February  H,  2896, 

Appearance  for  contestant,  Thomas  £.  Watson ;  appearance  for  contestee,  Ira  &• 
Farmer. 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON,  sworn  for  contestant: 

Q.  Where  do  you  live,  and  what  is  your  occupation  f — A.  In  McDnffie  County,  Oa, ; 
filming  is  my  occupation. 

Q.  State  whether  you  were  present  in  Washington,  Wilkes  County,  in  1892,  when 
Judge  Lawson  and  myself  met  for  Joint  discussion.^-A.  I  was  there. 

Q.  State  what  occurred  on  the  cars  after  the  crowds  were  dismissed  in  1892. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  grounds  that  it  is  irrelevant  in  this  contest.) 

A.  I  presume  that  Mr.  Watson  and  myself  went  into  the  car  an  hour  before  the 
train  was  to  leave;  I  think  the  train  was  to  leave  at  5  o'clock.  Mr.  Watson  got  a 
.seat  in  one  end  of  the  car  and  lay  down  to  rest;  he  was  tired  and  sleepy.  In  a  little 
while  three  other  gentlemen  came  in  there,  the  two  Mr.  Gilberts  and  Mr.  Darrocot; 
a  little  while  after  they  came  in  and  were  sitting  there  talking  a  crowd  came  from 
toward  town ;  they  were  yelling  and  holloing  all  the  way,  and  came  in  the  oar 
that  way.  They  came  in  the  car  until  they  filled  it  as  full  as  it  €ould  hold.  Some 
could  not  get  in  the  car ;  I  conld  see  them  on  the  outside.  They  were  still  yelling,  and 
they  cursed  and  abused  Mr.  Watson.  They  called  him  a  ''d-- — d  traitor ''  and  othedr 
hard  names.  They  kept  this  np  for  ten  minutes  or  more,  and  after  going  on  for  this 
length  of  time  they  w.^nt.  Before  they  went  away  a  gentleman,  Mr  Irvin,  leaned 
over  and  talked  to  Mr.  Watson;  I  could  not  hear  what  they  said.  Mr.  Irvin  seemed 
to  get  them  out.  I  thought  at  the  time,  and  think  still,  that  they  came  to  mnrdar 
Mr.  Watson.    I  reckon  Providence  saved  him. 

Q.  Did  vou  see  any  display  of  pistols,  knives,  and  clubs f — A.  Yes;  they  had 
knives,  ana  pistols,  and  clubs.  I  could  knock  down  an  ox  with  the  clubs  they  had. 
They  brandished  those  weapons  over  Mr.  Watson's  head  as  they  cursed  him. 

Cross-examined  by  Ira  £.  Farmer  : 

Q.  You  sav  this  was  in  1892  f— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  Washington,  6a.,  in  the  Teuth  Congressional  district? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  parties  conld  have  easily  murdered  Mr.  Watson  if  they  had  tried  f — A.  No, 
air.  There  were  four  men  backed  np  against  the  end  of  the  car  who  were  determined 
they  would  do  all  they  could  to  prevent  their  killing  him.  Of  course  with  their 
numbers  thev  conld  have  overpowered  us,  but  we  would  have  hurt  some  of  them. 

Q.  Name  the  four  friends  standing  around  him. — A.  Mr.  Jim  Gilbert,  Mr.  Lou  Gil- 
bert, Mr.  Darrocot,  and  myself. 

Q.  You  stated  in  your  direct  that  the  mob  brandished  clubs  over  Mr.  Watson's 
head.  How  conld  this  be  done  with  four  men  standing  around  himf — A.  Mr.  Wat- 
son advised  his  Mends  to  say  nothing  to  them.  We  were  backed  up  against  the  end 
of  the  car.  We  simply  faced  the  mob.  Mr.  Watson  was  not  exactly  in  fVont  of  us. 
He  was  a  little  to  the  left.  One  man  who  had  a  heavy  oak  club  rubbed  against  me 
several  times.  They  did  not  seem  to  notice  us.  We  determined  not  to  bother  them 
until  they  pnt  their  hands  on  him.  It  would  not  have  been  easy  for  the  tirst  ones 
who  touched  htm. 

Q.  Could  not  the  party  who  brandished  the  club  over  Mr.  Watson's  head  have 
murdered  him  if  he  so  desired  f— A.  I  don't  think  he  oould  unless  he  struck  a  very 
quick  lick. 
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Q.  Were  the  tour  gentlemen  whom  yon  apoke  of  as  standing  against  the  ear,  were 
they  armed  as  well  as  the  mob  f — A.  I  don*t  know  whether  they  all  were  or  not. 

Q.  Yon  do  know  that  some  weref — A.  I  know  one  was. 

Q.  Mr.  Irvin,  of  whom  yon  spoke,  was  marshal  of  the  townf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  crowd  of  whom  yon  spoke  were  Democrats? — ^A.  I  prsenaie 
they  were  all  what  yon  call  Democrats.  They  were  yelling  for  Larson  and  Black 
and  cursing  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  You  are  a  Populist  f — ^A.  Yes. 

W.  T.  W1L8ON. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  February,  1896. 

JoHK  A.  Faucett, 
Ordinary,  MeDmffie  dnmUf. 

R.  H.  PEABCE,  sworn  for  contestant: 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Pearoe,  because  no  legal  notice 
has  been  served  upon  contestee's  counsel. ) 

Q.  Please  state  your  residence,  and  what  position  you  hold,  and  how  long  yon  have 
held  it, — A.  Thomson,  McDuffle  County,  6a. ;  clerk  of  superior  court  and  county 
treasurer;  have  held  these  positions  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

Q.  Contestee  has  introduced  in  evidence  a  publication,  published  in  1892,  signed 
by  Rev.  A.  W.  Williams  and  others,  assailing  contestanrs  personal  and  political 
character  in  seyere  terms.  Please  state  if  Mr.  Williams  is  a  citizen  of  thie  town  and 
county  or  not. — A.  He  is  not. 

Q.  What  ministerial  position  did  he  hold  in  this  county  at  that  timef — ^A.  He  waa 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Q.  State  whether  you  took  an  active  part  in  a  revival  which  Bir.  Williams  carried 
on  in  his  church  in  the  summer  of  1893 f — A.  I  took  an  interest  in  it;  I  attended 
the  meetings. 

Q.  What  request,  if  any,  did  Mr.  Williams  make  of  yon  in  reference  to  an  inter- 
Tie  w  with  contestant f— A.  He  requested  me  to  go  with  him  to  contestant's  house 
and  try  to  have  a  reconciliation.  Antttior  to  that  there  was  a  movement  in  meeting 
to  have  a  general  reconciliation. 

Q.  State  if  contestant  readily  consented  to  have  an  interview  with  Mr.  Williama. — 
A.  Contestant  did. 

Q.  State  in  brief  the  nature  of  that  interview,  what  occurred,  etc. — ^A.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams stated  the  purpose  of  his  visit.  Contestant  expressed  willingness  to  hear  him. 
In  the  conversation  contestant  called  attention  to  tnefact  of  certain  charges  being 
published,  which  were  reported  by  a  committee  of  which  Mr.  WiUiams  was  a  mem- 
ber. After  discussing  the  charges,  Mr.  Williams  admitted  the  want  of  foandation 
for  them,  and  was  willing  on  his  part  to  withdraw  them.  The  contestant  insisted  that, 
as  the  charges  were  made  publicly,  they  should  be  withdrawn  publicly.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams declined  to  do  this.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  further  conversation.  Mr. 
Williams  expressed  his  confidence  in  contestant's  honesty  and  freedom  from  the 
charges  made.  Mr.  Williams  refused  to  make  his  retraction  public  on  the  grounds 
that  the  publication  had  been  made  during  the  excitement  of  a  political  campai^, 
and  that  under  the  same  circumstances  and  upon  the  same  information  upon  which 
he  acted  at  that  time,  he  would  do  the  same  again. 

Q.  State  how  long  you  have  known  contestant. — ^A.  About  26  years. 

Q.  State  whether  contestant  went  to  school  to  you  when  a  boy. — ^A.  He  did. 

Q.  State  whether  he  lived  in  joixt  family  when  he  first  began  the  practice  of  law. — 
A.  He  did. 

Q.  State  whether  he  acted  as  clerk  or  copyist  in  your  office  during  the  first  year  of 
his  practice  at  the  bar.— A.  He  did. 

Q.  State  whether  from  that  time  to  this  you  have  been  thrown  in  almost  daily  con- 
tact with  contestant  in  business,  social,  and  church  relations. — A.  I  have. 

Q.  In  view  of  your  knowledge  of  contestant,  thus  obtained,  state  whether  the 
oharees  made  against  contestant  in  the  publication  introduced  by  contestee  are 
founded  on  fact  or  not. — ^A.  I  would  say  emphatically  not. 

R«   H.   PRABCE. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  this  February  24,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucett, 
Ordinary,  MeDufe  County. 

February  24,  1896— Afternoon. 
Mr.  R.  £.  RAMSEY  sworn  for  contestant: 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  and  what  is  your  occupation f — A.  In  Columbia  County; 
a  fanner. 
'^,  How  long  have  yon  lived  there f — A.  Since  1872. 
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Q.  Bom  and  raised  where f — A.  In  Colnmbia;  moved  to  Lincoln;  moved  baok. 

^.  What  size  is  yonr  farmf — A.  About  30  plows  on  mv  own  land. 

Q.  Are  you  a  socialist^  anarchist,  or  communist  f — A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  a  single  Populist  in  Columbia  who  isf — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  State  whether  yonr  name  was  in  grand-jury  box  when  the  Democrats  were  in 
power  in  that  county,  and  if  now. — ^A.  Yes;  it  has  been  there  since  1875. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  the  Democratic  registrars  required  of  the  negro  a  higher 
character  of  evidence  to  prove  his  qualification  to  vote  than  of  white  people. — ^A. 
Yea;  I  saw  some  negroes  who  were  down  as  defaulters  for  eight  years'  tax  receipts, 
who  could  show  for  seven  years,  but  not  for  the  last,  and  were  willing  to  swear  to  the* 
last  receipt,  but  were  not  permitted  to  do  so. 

Q.  State  whether  if  a  wnite  man  offered  similar  proof  he  was  allowed  to  prove  his 
qualification. — A.  Yes.  I  heard  one  of  the  Democratic  registrars  say  he  didn't  pro- 
pose to  be  hard  on  the  whites,  for  he  did  not  know  what  would  happen  hereafter. 

Q.  In  other  words,  they  had  one  rule  for  the  blacks  and  one  lor  whites f — ^A.  I 
looked  at  it  in  that  light. 

Q.  Suppose  a  negro  could  not  show  all  his  receipts,  but  would  bring  a  white  man 
to  prove  hia  taxes  paid,  would  they  permit  him  to  do  thisf — A.  Sometimes  they 
would. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  sometimes  a  negro  would  offer  to  prove  by  the  parol 
testimony  of  a  white  man,  they  would  accept f — ^A.  Yea;  it  was  owing  to  character 
of  the  white  man. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  negroes  who  offered  the  proof  who  were  reftised  the 
privilege  T — A.  Several  to  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Werethey  Populists  f— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  negroes  of  yonr  town  are  Populists  f — A.  About  seven- 
eifluiths,  I  suppose. 

Q.  la  it  true  that  Jhe  Populists  ran  him  out  of  the  county  f — A.  I  guess  not.  a8> 
he  had  lota  of  friends  in  the  county.  I  was  a  Populist  and  I  was  as  good  a  friena  as 
he  had. 

Q.  State  whether  it  ever  came  to  your  knowledge  any  threats  or  any  other  meana 
were  used  to  run  Mr.  Doraejr  out  of  county  f— A.  He  was  a  man  who  could  not  be* 
threatened.    I  always  took  him  that  way.  « 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Farmer: 

Q.  How  many  negroes  did  you  know  of  yonr  own  knowledge  who  offered  to  swear 
that  all  taxes  had  been  paid  f— A.  I  kn&w  some  half  dozen. 

Q.  How  many  days  were  yon  at  Appling  while  the  registrars  were  in  session  f—- 
A.  Some  five  days. 

Q.  Name  the  white  men  of  Columbia  County  who  appeared  aa  defaulters  who  were* 

allowed  to  vote  without  showing  the  receipts  on  the .  — A.  Mr.  Dan  Weathers  was 

one:  Billy  Connor  was  another.    They  had  him  as  a  defaulter.    He  was  a  Democrat. 
Mr.  Kelly,  one  of  the  registrars,  told  him  he  could  register  if  he  wanted  to.    Connor 

said,  "No;  I  am  a  defaulter;''  and  W.  W.  Ramsey  remarked,  "There  is  too  d -d 

much  difference  made  between  black  and  white ;  the  same  rule  should  apply  to  both." 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Kelly  tell  Mr.  Connor  h^  would  pay  his  taxf — A.  Mr.  Kelly  said  if  he* 
(Connor)  would  say  that  he  had  paid  hia  tax  he  might  register.  Connor  said,  "  No; 
I  have  not  paid  it.    I  am  a  defaulter." 

Q.  This  rule  was  applied  alike  to  negroes  who  voted  Populist  ticket  and  who 
voted  Democratic  ticket  f— A.  No,  sir.  There  were  oases  where  a  Democratic  white* 
man  could  come  and  tell  them  that  their  negroes  had  paid  their  taxes,  whereupon 
the  names  of  the  negroes  would  be  registered;  same  thing  was  not  allowed  to  Popa« 
lista.  I,  a  Populist,  tried  to  register  some  Populist  negroes,  but  couldn't.  1  saw  a 
good  many  other  white  Populists  try  to  do  the  same,  but  they  couldn't. 

Q.  Were  you  willing  to  swear  that  these  negroes  you  desired  to  register  had  paid 
their  taxeaf — ^A.  I  offered  to  swear  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  ana  belief,  which 
waa  more  than  the  white  Democrats  did;  they  only  stated  it. 

Q.  Had  yon  paid  the  taxes  yourself f — ^A.  No,  sir;  knowing  their  character  and 
knowing  how  prompt  they  were  to  give  in  and  pay  taxes,  and  knowing  they  had 
their  receipts  for  seven  years,  where  they  were  charged  witn  eight,  I  was  willing  to* 
■wear  to  the  best  of  mv  knowledge  that  they  had  paid  the  taxes. 

Q.  la  it  not  a  fact  that  when  any  responsible  white  man.  Democrat  or  Populiaty 
wonld  state  to  the  board  of  reg^istrars  that  he  paid  or  knew  the  taxes  of  certain 
negroes  were  paid,  they  were  registered? — ^A.  Not  every  time  on  the  Populist  side. 

Q.  Pleaae  state  any  case  you  know  of  where  a  Populist  would  either  swear  that  he- 
had  paid,  or  that  he  knew  the  taxes  of  certain  negroes  were  paid,  and  registration 
refused  to  negroes. — A.  I  can  not  now  exactly  recall  the  names.  I  know  that  waa 
the  case  in  several  instances.  As  a  general  thing  where  a  responsible  white  man 
swore  he  had  paid  a  negro's  taxes  himself,  the  negro's  name  would  go  on,  whether 
Populist  or  Democrat. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  in  which  a  negro  voting  the  Democratic  ticket,  and 
whose  name  appeared  on  default  list,  wai  allowed  to  register  solely  on  his  oathf — A. 
No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  abont  seven-eighths  of  the  negroes  of  Colnmbia  are  Popnlists. 
What  is  the  ratio  of  whites  f — A.  Abont  three-fonrths. 

Q.  How  many  votes  were  oast  for  Mtjor  Black  in  1895  in  Colnmbia  Coontyt — 
.A.  Abont  300  votes. 

Q.  How  many  negroes  were  refused  registration  by  registrars? — A.  I  aappoee  500 
'or  600.    Five  hundred  or  600  didn't  vote,  and  they  usually  vote  very  close.    I  know 
.'  there  were  a  good  many  negroes  who  were  registered  who  went  to  the  polls  to  vote  . 
4Uid  who  found  their  names  not  on  the  voters' list.    An  instance  was  Tom  Dixon,  who 
.  lives  with  Mr.  Dozur. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  any  notice  had  been  served  on  negroes f — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  another  instance f — ^A.  8im  Davy,  wno  lived  with  Seat  Ramsey. 
Q.  You  are  familiar  with  the  voting  population  of  Columbia f — A.  Yes. 
Q.  How  many  Populist  voters  were  illegally  refused  registration,  to  tbe  best  of 
.your  own  knowledge f — ^A.  I  don't  know.    I  would  say  at  least  500. 

Redirect : 

Q.  Do  yon  testifv  that  there  were  numbers  of  Populist  voters,  whose  names  had 
been  duly  registered,  who  had  not  been  served  with  notice  to  appear  before  the  board 

'«nd  whose  names  did  not  appear  upon  the  final  voting  list  of  the  preeinotf — ^A.  In 
No.  8  district.    This  was  the  last  district  in  the  county.    There  were  at  least  SO  or  40 

'left  out,  Mr.  Oray,  constable,  serving  summonses  to  these  voters  at  10  or  11  o'elock 
on  the  very  day  before  the  election  to  serve  summonses  on  registered  voters  to  appear 
«t  Appling  to  sliow  why  their  names  should  not  be  stricken  by  board  on  that  very 

'same  day.  It  being  impossible  for  the  voters  to  comply  with  snch  a  snmmonsy  there 
were  30  or  40  stricken  under  those  circumstances. 

Cross-examination  by  Mr.  Farmer  : 

Q.  What  was  the  total  registration  of  Columbia  County  when  the  tax  ooUeotor 
'was  putting  the  names  on  the  voters'  bookf — A.  Abont  400. 

Q.  How  many  voces  did  Mr.  Watson  receive  in  Columbia  on  last  election  f— A. 
Abont  900. 

R.  K.  Ramskt. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  February  24,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucktt, 
Ordinttrg,  MeDufie  Comntg,  6«. 

Mr.  ROBERT  S.  CULPEPER,  sworn  for  contestee: 

Q.  What  is  your  age,  residence,  and  occupation  f — A.  Am  about  60  years  old ;  farm- 
ing is  my  occupation ;  McDuffie  County  is  my  residence. 

Q.  Are  you  a  freeholder  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  colorrd  man  named  William  Henry  Paschal f — A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  William  H.  Paschal  appeared  as  witnesn  for  contestee  and  testified  in  substance 
that  you  and  vonr  sons  and  Mr.  Tom  Durst  and  Mr.  E.J.  Wilson  had  made  an  assault 
,npon*him,  had  drawn  weapons  upon  him,  had  compelled  him  to  sign  certain  papers — 
is  this  truef — A.  No,  sir;  it  is  not. 

Q.  If  you  ever  had  any  meeting  with  W.  H.  Pasciial  where  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Durst, 
your  sons,  and  yourself  were  present,  st<ate  what  occurred  there. — A.  I  never  have 
been  in  company  with  Durst  and  Paschal  at  the  same  time.  As  to  Mr.  Wilson  and 
my  son  Cherch  Culpeper,  I  have  been  in  company  with  them.  In  my  son's  passing 
my  house,  I  was  talk ing  with  him.  ^  Mr.  Wilson  came  along  and  talked  with  us.  While 
i  was  talking,  William  Henrv  Paschal  came  along  the  road  that  passes  my  gate.  I 
was  sitting  on  the  hound  of  the  ox  wagon  when  Paschal  passed.  £.  J.  Wilson 
was  on  his  iiorse.  Paschal  passed  me.  I  said,  **  Hello,  Henry ;  how  are  yon  getting 
along  electioneering f  He  gave  me  an  answer  that  I  did  not  understand,  and  paased 
on.  Mr.  Wilson  pressed  after  him  for  a  few  steps.  I  told  my  son  to  let  us  go  too. 
As  I  said  this  Mr.  Wilson  said  to  me,  "  Come  here."  It  seems  that  Mr.  Wilson  wanted 
to  hear  what  was  passed.  And  my  son  came  to  them.  Mr.  Wilson  said,  "Henry 
aays  he  has  not  used  my  name  or  Tom  Durst 's  name  in  his  writing."  Said  I  to  Henry, 
^'That  is  so,  is  itf"  He  said,  <<  Yes."  Then  Mr.  Wilson  said,  <<Give  us  a  certificate 
'to  that."  Henry  said,  "I  can,  sir."  Henry  said,  •'Get  a  light."  I  said,  "Lefs  go 
in  the  house  here."  Henry  said,  ''No."  I  said,  "All  riffht."  We  stepped  back  a 
^few  steps  and  my  son  struck  a  match.  Henry  Paschal  sal  down  and  wrote  out  the 
eertidcate  hiiAself.  He  did  this  without  any  violence  whatever.  The  certificate  was 
to  the  eifeot  that  he  had  never  used  Mr.  Wilson's  or  Mr.  Durst's  name  in  his  writing. 

Q.  Did  you  see  all  that  passed  between  Mr.  Wilson  and  Paschal f — A.  They  were 
■at  the  time  of  his  calling  me  about  10  steps  from  me. 

Q.  Was  any  weapon  drawn,  or  any  demonstration  made  with  one  by  anyone  of 

-  nartyf— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Were  yon  expecting  to  see  Paachalt— A.  No. 

Q.  Hftd  yon  any  cause  for  quarrel  with  Pasebal  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Had  yon  been  asked  to  take  part  in  anybody  else's  quarrel  with  himf — A.  No. 

Cross-examination  by  Mr.  Farsiier: 

Q.  What  time  of  night  was  itf — ^A.  About  7  o'eloek. 

Q-  What  eonversation  had  yon  had  with  Mr.  Wilson  before  Paschal  appeared  f— A. '• 
We  bad  different  conversations,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge ;  nothing  particular 
eonceming  Henry  Paschal. 

Q.  How  far  does  Mr.  Wilson  live  from  yont — ^A.  About  8  miles  or  over. 

Q.  What  was  Mr.  Wilson  doing  at  your  house t — A.  He  was  not  at  my  house,  but 
was  opposite  my  house,  passing  m  the  big  road. 

Q.  Was  he  going  to  or  oommg  from  his  homef—A.  Golnff  toward  home. 

Q.  Where  had  he  been  t— A.  fie  said  he  had  been  to  Mr.  Langford's. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  his  business  at  Mr.  Lan^ord'sf  — A.  No,  nr;  I  did  not  inquire. ' 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  in  relation  to  his  trouble  with  Psschalf — A.  He  said 
Paaehal  had  come  out  in  writing— that  is,  signed  by  Paeehal — with  something  about 
himself  (WilsMi),  but  that  he  (Wilson)  did  not  believe  Paschal  wrote  it. 

Q.  What  else  did  he  say  about  Paschal  f — ^A.  He  said  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
Ross  Wall  did  the  writing. 

Q.  Did  he  say  he  was  looking  for  Paschal  at  that  timef — ^A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Did  he  say  what  he  was  going  to  do  with  him  about  this  article f — ^A.  No;  ill 
£Mt,  I  do  not  believe  Wilson  would  have  stopped  him  if  I  had  not  said,  **  Hello^ 
Henry.''  I  don't  think  Mr.  Wilson  knew  him  in  the  dark.  I  have  no  idea  he  waa 
expecting  him. 

^.  Yon  say  Mr.  Wilson  was  on  a  horse.  How  far  did  he  go  before  he  overtook 
Henry  f — A.  But  a  few  steps. 

•Q.  What  were  the  first  words  Wilson  said  to  Paschal  f — A.  I  don't  know  that. 

2.  Did  you  hear  any  of  the  conversation  between  Wilson  and  Paschal  before  you 
ked  up  to  themf — A.  No,  sir.    There  could  not  have  been  any  rash  words;  I 
could  have  heard  them. 

Q.  Where  was  Mr.  Durst  at  that  timef — ^A.  Don't  know.  I  have  no  idea  he  was 
anywhere  about  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  conversation  between  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr. 
Durst  on  the  one  part  and  Paschal  on  the  other,  immediately  after  the  publication 
of  the  first  newspaper  article  by  Paschal  f — ^A.  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Redirect  examination: 

Q.  Do  you  remember  hearing  Paschal  say  Ross  Wall  used  Wilson's  name  in  hia 
writing? — A.  Paschal  said  that  if  Wilson's  or  Dursf  s  name  appeared  in  any  news* 
paper  article  written  by  him  it  was  unknown  to  him. 

R.  8.  CULPBPXB. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  of  February,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucxtt, 
Ordinary,  Molhtffie  Caunijf,  6a. 

Mr.  C.  C.  CULPEPER,  sworn  for  contestee: 

Q.  Yon  heard  what  your  father  said  in  reference  to  this  Paschal  matter.  State 
whether  your  testimony  is  in  accord  with  his. — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  exactly. 

Q.  State  if  you  had  any  grievance  against  this  negro. — ^A.  None  whateve  r. 

Q.  State  if  you  had  taken  part  in  anyone  else's  quarrel  with  Paschal. — A.  No.  sir. 

Q*  State  if  you  or  your  father  had  any  weaponsat  the  time  referred  to. — A.  None 
ataU. 

Q.  State  if  you  or  your  father  made  any  threats  against  the  negro,  or  made  any 
demonstration  against  him. — ^A.  None  at  all. 

Cross-examination  by  Mr.  Parmxr: 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Wilson  make  any  threats? — ^A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  Durst  make  threats  at  anv  timef — A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  Boneville  the  day  Paschal  was  whitewashing  Mr.  Wall's 
itorehonse  when  Mr.  Durst  sent  for  him  to  come  around  to  where  the  crowd  wasf— 
A  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  your  brother  there? — ^A.  1  did  not  hear  him  say  anything  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  conversation  between  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr. 
Diuvton  the  one  part  and  Paschal  on  the  other? — A.  No,  sir. 

C.  C.   CULPBPBR. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  February  24, 1896. 

John  A.  Faucktt, 
OrdifMry,  McDuffie  County,  Qa. 

Adjourned  nntU  February  25, 1896. 
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COUBT-HOUSB,  Tkomitm,  Go.,  February  £6, 1896. 
Appearance  for  conteetanty  T.  E.  Watsoa;  appearance  fox  oonteeteey  J.  EL  FannBr 

Mr.  E.  I.  WILSON,  sworn  for  contestant : 

Q.  Where  do  yon  lire  and  what  is  your  occupation  f — ^A«  In  HcDnffie  County ;  I 
am  a  farmer. 

Q.  Agef— A.  Fifty-two. 

Q.  Man  of  family  f— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  William  Henr^  Paschal  f~-A.  Yes. 

Q.  State  if  you  ever  had  any  difficulty  with  himf — ^A.  No. 

Q.  State  if  you  ever  drew  a  weapon  on  him,  made  any  threats  against  him,  or 
made  any  demonstration  against  himf — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  erer  hare  any  conyersation  with  Paschal,  at  which  T.  Durst  was  pres- 
«litf — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  occurred f — k.  Durst  and  I  met  William  H.  Paschal  in  the  big  road  and 
a«ked  him  about  an  article  that  had  come  out  in  the  Chronicle,  signed  by  W.  iL  Pas- 
chal, which  we  did  not  believe  he  wrote.  We  believed  that  fioss  Wall,  a  white  man, 
was  the  author  of  it,  and  we  made  that  inquiry  of  Paschal.  He  said  that  he  wrote 
a  piece.  1  do  not  know  exactly  the  contents  of  the  publication,  but  it  reflected  on 
the  party.  I  had  the  article  and  read  it  tp  him,  and  ne  said  that  was  not  the  one  he 
had  written.    There  was  nothing  else. 

..Q.  Did  you  have  any  weapon  at  the  timet — ^A.  No.    I  did  not  know  William  Pas* 
cjial  up  to  that  time,  and  had  nothing  against  him. 

Q.  Did  Durst  have  any  weapon? — A.  None  that  I  saw. 

Q.  State  if  either  used  any  angry  words  or  gestures  against  Paschal  f — A.  We  did 
not. 

Q.  You  afterwards  saw  Paschal  in  fh>nt  of  the  house  of  P.  L.  Culpeperf — ^A.  Yes. 
•  Q.  On  that  occasion  was  any  weapon  drawn,  any  threat  made,  or  any  demonstra- 
tion made  against  himf — ^A.  No.    Tnose  were  the  only  two  occasions  I  ever  saw  him 
to  talk  with  him,  or  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  him. 

Cross-examination  by  Mr.  Farmer  : 

-Q.  Where  were  you  and  Mr.  Durst  ^oing  when  you  met  himf — ^A.  To  his  house. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  his  first  article  in  the  paper  reflect  on  the  party? — ^A.  It  said 
that  the  Populists  had  held  meetings  and  done  nothing. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  only  expression  in  the  piece  that  could  have  possibly 
been  offensive  to  Populists  was  where  he  advised  all  the  negroes  to  vote  for  the  Demo* 
oratsf— A.  It  was  a  slur  all  the  way  through.  I  can't  caU  to  memory  what  was  in 
it;  I  had  almost  forgotten  it;  I  did  not  expect  to  swear  to  it.  As  I  said,  our  princi- 
pal reason  was  to  find  the  man  who  used  his  name  and  then  dodged  behind  the  negro. 
We  neither  have  anything  against  Paschal. 

Q.  He  did  acknowledge  that  he  wrote  a  piece  for  the  paper  f — A.  He  said  he  wrote 
a  piece  for  the  paper  at  the  request  of  his  white  Democratic  firiends.  He  did  not 
know  in  what  paper  the  article  was  published. 

Q.  Did  not  you  or  Mr.  Durst  tell  him  that  he  had  better  be  careful  how  he  wrote 
for  papers,  as  this  was  a  Populist  county,  and  he  would  get  into  trouble  f — ^A.  No, 
sir;  no  such  language  was  used. 

Q.  Where  were  you  going  when  you  saw  Paschal  in  the  road  near  Mr.  Culpeper's 
house  f — ^A.  I  was  going  home.    I  had  been  to  Mr.  Langford's. 

Q.  Please  state  the  conversation,  as  near  as  yon  caiK  between  Mr.  Culpeper  and 
yourself  in  reference  to  Paschal. — ^A.  I  don't  know.  If  I  said  anything  it  was  about 
Paschal  circulating  tickets  among  the  negroes.  Mr.  Farmer  and  Mr.  Wilkerson  had 
been  to  Paschal's  nouse  on  Sunday.  The  day  was  before.  This  was  the  only  con- 
Ycrsation  about  Paschal.    Paschal  said  himself  that  these  gentlemen  had  been  there. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  thing  yon  said  to  Paschal  when  he  appeared  in  the  road  at 
Mr.  Cnlpeper'sf — A.  I  overtook  him  and  said,  ''Henry,  I  suppose  you  are  out  in 
another  article.''  He  said,  ''Yes,  I  have."  I  said,  *'You  have  Mr.  Dnrst's  and  my 
name  in  that  piece,  I  see."  He  said,  "I  declare  before  Ood,  Mr.  Wilson,  I  have 
never  used  yours  or  Mr.  Durst's  name  in  any  piece  I  have  ever  written."  I  said, 
"Will  yon  give  me  a  certificate  to  that  effect f"  He  said,  "I  will;  let's  go  back  to 
Mr.  Culpeper's  and  I  will  write  you  one."    He  wrote  it. 

Q.  Did  you  make  an  effort  to  go  in  Mr.  Culneper's  house f — ^A.  Bob  (Culpeper) 
asked  him  to  go  in  the  house,  but  Henry  said  he  d  rather  not  go  in  a  white  man's 
house :  then  made  a  light  out  in  the  road,  and  he  sat  down  and  wrote  it  there. 

Q.  How  many  white  men  were  present,  and  what  were  their  politics t — A.  Three; 
I  suppose  they  were  Populists ;  they  have  that  reputation  in  tiiat  neighborhood ; 
they  were  very  clever  men ;  I  suppose  they  were  Populists. 

Q.  What  was  there  offensive  in  the  last  piece  f — A.  It  accused  us  of  threats  and 
intimidation. 
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Q.  Tou  and  Mr.  Ross  Wall  are  not  on  good  terms  f — A.  Neither  Mr.  Dnrst  nor  myself 
are  on  good  terms  with  Mr.  Wall.  He  hates  ns  worse  than  he  hates  the  d-^1.  We 
are  not  on  speaking  terms.    We  haven't  spoken  in  some  years. 

E.  I.  Wilson. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  this-^th  of  Febmary,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucbtt, 
Ordinary,  McDuffie  County, 

Fbbruabt  26, 1896. 
For  contestant,  John  T.  West;  for  contestee,  Ira  E.  Farmer. 

JOHN  W.  WALLER,  sworn  for  contestant: 

I  live  in  Hancock  Goonty,  Ga.  I  was  in  Sparta  the  day  Mr.  Watson  spoke  there  in 
1892,  when  it  was  alleged  afterwards  that  a  negro  had  tried  to  enter  Mrs.  Roberts's 
hoQse  and  had  caught  hold  of  her.  1  was  in  the  hotel  that  day.  I  did  not  hear  any- 
thin>^  about  that  incident  that  day.  1  did  see  Mrs.  Roberts  late  in  the  afternoon 
about  the  time  Mr.  Watson  left.  1  was  going  to  Mr.  Watson's  room  and  met  her 
going  to  the  veranda.  She  seemed  to  be  in  a  good  humor.  She  was  smiling  and 
laaghin^.  The  first  I  heard  of  this  alleged  negro  incident  was  when  the  next  week's 
Ishmaelite  came  out.  There  was  nothing  said  about  it  that  day.  My  name  is  in  the 
grand  jury  box  of  Hancock  County.  There  are  very  few  Populists'  names  in  either 
grand  or  petit  Juries.  The  Jurv  commissioners  are  all  Democratic.  1  know  Mr. 
Julius  Flury,  Mr.  J.  R.  Irby,  and  other  Populists  in  and  around  Linton,  Ga.,  Han* 
cock  County.  The  character  and  standard  of  these  gentlemen  are  as  high  as  we  have 
in  the  county.  I  think  they  are  fitted  both  by  iutelligence  and  integrity  to  be  man- 
agers of  election.  I  do  know  Mr.  Ed  Poinds,  the  gentleman  who  testified  for  Mi^or 
£Uack  at  Sparta,  and  who  testified  that  he  was  a  manager  at  Linton.  I  know  his 
character  and  reputation  in  the  community  for  truth  and  nonesty .  It  is  bad.  From 
that  reputation  I  would  not  believe  him  on  liis  oath.  I  did  hear  every  speech  Mr.  Wat* 
son  maae  in  Hancock  during  the  three  last  campaigns,  except  the  one  at  Linton. 
Mr.  Watson  did  not  make  use  of  any  language  in  those  speeches  calculated  to  inflame 
the  negroes.  I  am  on  good  personal  terms  with  Mr.  Tom  Hunt,  R.  H.  Lewis,  and 
other  leaders  of  Democracy  there. 

Q.  How  do  the  leaders,  workers,  and  managers  of  the  Democrats  of  Hancock 
Coonty  speak  of  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  parties  and  the  methods  by  which 
they  carry  and  intend  to  carry  the  elections  of  the  county? — A.  I  was  a  candidate  in 
the  last  State  election  on  the  Populist  ticket  for  legislator.  Mr.  Tom  Hunt,  a  prom- 
inent Democrat  and  lawver  of  Sparta,  told  me  that  Burwell,  the  Democratic  nominee 
for  the  legislature,  could  not  vote  the  servant  he  had  waiting  on  him  for  the  Demo- 
crats, but  that  this  servant  was  going  to  vote  for  me,  and  he  made  this  remark: 
**JoDn,  we  can  not  beat  you,  but  you  cau't  go  to  the  legislature,  and  we  are  going 
to  count  you  out."  And  they  did  it,  too.  It  was  a  matter  of  common  talk  amons 
the  Democrats  that  they  couldn't  beat  us  and  they  Just  intended  to  count  ns  out  and 
repeat  on  us  and  buy  with  money  and  liquor  the  votes  of  negroes  or  whites. 

Q.  iio  you  know  of  any  specific  instances  where  whisky,  money,  and  arms  were 
carried  to  polls  by  Democrats? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  above  question  because  it  is  not  in  rebuttal.) 

A.  I  believe  it  was  in  1892,  in  the  State  election,  I  went  to  Poweltou  in  the  buggv 
with  a  good  Democrat.  He  had  his  buggy  loadeid  with  whisky  and  plenty  of  cash 
in  his  pocket  to  buy  votes,  he  told  me,  for  the  Democrats.  There  was  a  buggy  that 
followed  behind  that,  I  was  told  by  both  Democrats  and  Populists,  which  was  loaded 
with  pistols.    This  arms  business  was  in  the  Congressional  election  of  1892. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  foregoing  because  it  is  hearsay.) 

Q.  Who  were  these  Democrats  who  told  you  this? — ^A.  One  was  my  brother,  who 
was  elected  to  the  legislature,  and  he  liad  three  Jugs  of  whisky,  and  he  said  it  was 
his  and  W.  J.  Northen's,  the  candidate  for  governor  of  the  State.  I  was  a  Populist, 
but  helped  my  brother  deal  this  whisky  out.  I  never  dealt  any  whisky  or  money 
for  the  Popnlista» 

Cross-examination  by  Mr.  Fabmer  : 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  the  hotel  the  day  Mr.  Watson  spoke  f — A.  I  was  at 
the  hotel  from  the  time  he  concluded  the  speech — about  12  or  1 — until  he  left,  at  4  or 
5  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  Were  you  with  Mr.  Wateon  in  his  room? — A.  I  went  to  his  room  after  his 
speech  and  found  Mr.  Watson  on  the  bed.  I  stayed  there  about  an  hour  and  then 
stood  around  the  hotel  the  balance  of  afternoon.  I  had  a  long  talk  with  Mr.  Roberte, 
the  husband  of  the  ladv,  and  his  brother.  They  were  talking  as  if  they  didn't  wish 
the  Populisto  to  go  in  the  hotel,  and  I  told  the  boys  they  had  better  not  bother  them. 
I  heara  nothing  of  the  nesro  incident  that  day.  Mr.  Julian  West  is  the  witness  for 
Mr.  Black  who  testified  aoout  the  negro  incident. 
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Q.  Are  yon  prepared  to  swear  of  your  own  knowledge  that  while  yon  were  in  tiie 
room  witD  Mr.  Wateon  the  oooarrence  complained  of  did  not  take  ]>faoef — ^A«  I  e«n 
swear  that  I  heard  nothing  of  it  that  day,  and  being  what  is  called  a  leader  of  the 
Popnlists  in  the  coanty,  I  am  certain  the  matter  wonld  have  been  called  to  my  atten- 
tion if  it  had  ooourrea.  I  also  asked  several  prominent  Democrats  who  were  tiiere 
that  day,  and  none  of  them  had  heard  an v thing  abont  it. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  of  yonr  own  knowledge  that  no  sach  thing  occurred  f — ^A.  I  do 
swear  that  I  heard  no  snch  thing,  and  wonld  have  heard  it  if  it  had  happened. 

Q.  What  is  the  standing  of  Mr.  Julian  Westf — A.  Mr.  West  represented  the  oonnty 
in  the  legislature  two  years  ago,  but  it  is  like  all  other  elections — the  Democrats 
have  a  Democratic  primary  in  Hancockj  and  whoever  is  nominated  in  this  primaiy 
is  certain  to  be  elected  in  the  regular  election.  They  arrange  their  votes  aooord- 
iuffly  when  they  get  ready  to  count  it  out. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  ever  hear  say  anything  against  the  character  of  Mr.  Pcrandaf — 
A.  I  never  talked  with  a  man  in  the  county  who  did  not  have  something  against 
him.  I  have  three  brothers  who  are  Democrats  who  would  testify  against  Mr. 
Founds. 

Q.  Will  yon  please  give  me  the  names  of  those  who  attacked  Mr.  Ponnda'a  char- 
aeterf—A.  J.  W.  Moore,  Gordon  Moore,  J.  A.  Waller,  T.  J.  Waller,  H.  F.  Waller, 
and  others,  all  of  whom  are  Democrats. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  others? — ^A.  Tes. 

Q.  Name  them. — A.  No,  sir.    I  don't  care  to  name  any  mors. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  Mr.  Pounds  and  you  are  not  on  eood  terms f — ^A.  I  shake 
hands  with  Pounds,  and  we  are  on  good  terms.  We  are  ooth  on  the  grand  Jury. 
We  had  some  words  once  because  of  some  remarks  he  made  against  the  Popomt 
party  over  my  head.    I  told  him  I  couldn't  take  it,  and  he  walked  out. 

Q.  How  many  white  Populist  voters  are  in  Hancock  County  f — A.  We  have  abont  250 
to  950,  but  we  hardly  ever  vote  that  many  or  get  that  many  whites  counted.  There  are 
about  700  or  750  white  voters  in  Hancock  County.  I  know  of  the  use  of  whisky  and 
money  by  Democrats  in  the  1895  election  at  Culverton,  Jewells,  and  all  thepreotnets. 
I  know  of  Sparta  and  Culverton  myself,  and  saw  the  whisky  going  to  Powelton.  I 
couldn't  say  I  saw  anybody  buying  votes  In  1895  with  money.  I  saw  my  brother, 
T.  J.  Waller,  Democrat,  come  into  the  store,  run  his  hand  into  his  pocket,  and  turn 
the  money  over  and  say,  ''This  is  to  buy  votes."  He  went  to  Powelton,  carried  a 
negro  from  Culverton  in  1892  who  was  ffoing  to  vote  the  Populist  ticket  and  booffht 
him  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  I  did  not  see  anyone  buy  a  vote  in  the  elecmn 
of  1895.  They  confined  me  at  Culverton  where  I  could  not  see  anything.  The  nee  of 
whisky  that  I  know  of  and  have  testified  to  above  was  in  1892.  Democrats  told  me 
that  they  used  whisky  and  money  to  carry  the  election  in  Sparta  in  1805,  and  they 
further  told  us  they  would  count  us  out  whenever  we  had  another  election. 

(Contestee's  counsel  objects  to  this  latter  part  as  hearsay.) 

WITNESS.  I  did  not  see  any  whisky  or  money  used  in  the  election  of  1895  at  Cul- 
verton. 

Q.  For  what  election  was  the  whisky  to  be  used  that  was  carried  to  Powelton  in 
the  buggy  in  which  you  and  a  Democrat  rodef — A.  Congressionid  election  of  1892, 
and  also  the  State  election. 

Q.  Did  you  so  with  a  Democrat  to  Powelton  in  a  buggy  with  whisky  each  timet — 
A.  It  was  in  the  State  election.  At  the  Congressional  election  I  found  plenty  of 
whisky  to  carry  the  election  for  M^jor  Black. 

O.  You  state  in  your  direct  that  as  you  went  to  Powelton  in  a  buggy  loaded  with 
whisky,  a  bugey  followed  loaded  with  arms ;  you  further  say  that  these  arms  were 
to  be  used  in  electing  M%|or  Black.  Were  the  State  and  national  elections  held  tiie 
same  day  f — A.  No. 

Q.  How  could  the  buggy  load  of  arms  be  used  to  elect  Major  Black  at  the  State 
election  f — A.  The  arms  were  carried  there  at  State  election  to  be  used  in  the  State 
election,  and  were  left  there  for  the  national  election. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  the  arms  in  the  national  election  f — ^A.  Any  Democrat  would 
take  one  and  promise  to  pay  for  it. 

Q.  You  say  you  helped  deal  out  whisky  in  both  elections  in  1898f— A.  I  did  not 
mean  that.  I  only  helped  deal  out  whisky  for  my  brother  in  1892.  I  did  help  in  the 
national  election.  I  voted  for -all  the  Populists,  except  my  brother  who  wa«  a 
Democrat. 

J.  W.  Waixkb. 

Answered,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me  this  26th  of  February,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucktt, 
Ordinarfft  MoDuJfU  CMNily. 

Mr.  JULIUS  FLURY,  sworn  for  contestant: 

T  ii»^  ^^  Linton,  Hancock  County,  Qa.    I  was  at  Linton  at  Congreasional  eleotion 

^ween  Watson  and  Black.    There  were  no  Populists  on  the  bowrd  of  elec* 

Ts ;  all  were  Democrats.    It  was  a  common  expression  among  the  Demo- 
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cratic  mauagers  that  we  shonld  not  have  any  representation  on  the  board.  It  is  not 
correct,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Ponnds,  that  we  saw  the  vote  counted.  We  saw  the  ballot 
cast,  but  coald  not  see  the  vote  counted. 

Q.  What  prevented  your  seeing  the  ballots  counted! — A.  We  voted  at  the  win- 
dow, and  the  table  stood  just  in  front  of  window.  I  suppose  the  wiudow  was  4  feet 
or  over  from  ground.  The  justice  of  the  peace  took  the  ballot  box  off  the  table  and 
set  it  on  the  bench  he  was  sitting  on ;  then  put  it  out  of  sight  of  everyone  except  the 
three  managers,  who  were  the  omy  persons  in  the  room.  Then  we  could  not  see  any- 
thing that  was  done.  We  did  not  express  ourselves  as  being  satisfied  with  the  fair 
election;  we  expressed  ourselves  otherwise.  We  based  this  expression  on  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Irby  and  I  kept  acconnt  of  the  Populist  votes  which  were  voted  open.  We 
made  64  votes  cast  for  Watson ;  they  gave  us  only  49.  A  gentleman,  Mr.  W.  H.  Stanly, 
voted  for  Mr.  Watson.  After  he  hail  voted^  somewhere  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes, 
the  justice  of  the  peace  had  him  called  back  to  the  window  and  informed  him  that 
his  name  was  not  on  the  voters'  list,  consequently  he  wasn't  a  le«;:al  voter.  '*I  can't 
take  your  ballot  out  or  order  you  to  take  it  out,  but  by  your  taking  it  out  it  will 
save  an  investigation  by  the  grand  jury  and  a  prosecution  ot  you."  Mr.  Stanly 
replied:  **l  have  voted,  and  I  will  not  say  take  it  out,  but  let  it  stay  in ;  but  1  will 
face  the  grand  jury,  for  if  my  name  is  not  on  the  list  it  shonld  be;  I  have  not  seen 
the  list,  and  don't  know  that  my  name  is  not  on  it.''  The  ticket  remained  in  the 
box;  they  did  not  show  him  the  list;  they  did  positively  refuse  to  show  the  list  to 
any  of  us.  I' know  Mr.  E.  I.  Pounds;  he  was  a  manager  there  that  day.  I  know  his 
general  re])utation  for  truth  and  honesty ;  it  is  bail.  I  would  not  believe  him  on  his 
oath  from  that  reputation.  The  character  and  reputation  of  the  Populists  in  that 
community  is  good.  We  have  plenty  of  men  in  that  community  who  are  qualified 
by  character,  intelligeuce,  and  integrity  to  manage  elections. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Farmer  : 

Q.  You  say  you  kept  a  list  of  the  Populist  voters? — A.  Mr.  Irby  and  myself  together 
dill.     Mr.  Irby  kept  it  from  morning  until  about  middle  of  day,  and  then  I  took  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  number  of  Populist  votes  cast  up  until  the  middle  of  the 
day? — A.  I  don't  kuow  the  exact  number  that  was  cast  up  to  that  time. 

Q.  You  state  that  there  were  64  votes  polled  for  Mr.  Watson.  How  many  did  you 
count  of  themf — A.  I  stated  awhile  ago  that  I  did  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge 
of  all  of  the  votes  that  Mr.  Irby  kept.  He  kept  tally  of  35  and  I  kept  29.  I  only 
know  of  about  one-half  of  those  he  kept.  I  took  Mr.  Irby's  word  for  the  other.  Mr. 
Irby  is  a  gentleman  of  character  and  standing,  and  I  am  satisfied  he  told  the  truth. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  name  on  each  ticket  as  it  was  voted? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  64  votes  cast  for  Watson  were  negroes? — A.  Between  15  and 
20.  I  was  well  acquainted  with  the  negroes  and  white  voters,  and  outside  of  seeing 
ticket  was  satisfied  as  to  how  each  stood. 

Juuus  Flury. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  26th  day  of  February,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucett, 
Ordinary f  McDuffie  County, 

Mr.  W.  S.  Lazknby  sworn  for  contestant: 

I  live  in  Columbia  County,  Ga. ;  am  tax  collector;  was  elected  in  1889  and  have 
held  the  position  since.  That  was  before  the  Populist  party  was  formed.  I  was 
nominated  and  elected  by  the  Democrats  for  two  terms.  Mr.  (j.  M.  Owen,  clerk,  was 
elected  before  I  was  and  is  still  the  clerk.  Mr.  L.  L.  Magruder  is  sheriff.  He  has 
been  sheriff  since  1887.  I  know  nothing  of  Mr.  G.  D.  Dorsey  being  run  out  of  county. 
He  was  ordinary  up  to  January,  1893,  when  he  was  defeated  by  Judge  Bynum,  a 
Populist.  He  obtained  a  position  out  of  the  State  and  left  the  county.  His  family 
stayed  for  some  time  in  the  county  after  Mr.  Dorsey  left.  There  was  no  personal 
feeling  against  Mr.  Dorsey.  Most  of  the  Populists  thought  well  of  him  and  regretted 
they  had  to  vote  against  him.  I  know  Mr.  K.  £.  Ramsey,  Mr.  W.  L.  Benton,  Mr. 
William  Landsell.  Their  character  and  standing  are  good.  I  have  never  heard 
anything  against  them. 

Q.  It  is  testified  by  Mr.  Kelly  that  when  they  were  passing  on  the  (lualifications  of 
those  who  were  registered  you  appeared  with  a  memorandum  book  with  a  list  of 
names  in  it,  and  that  you  claimed  that  numbers  of  these  suspects  had  paid  their  tax 
as  shown  by  that  book,  but  that  you  had  no  entry  on  book  to  show  who  had  paid  and 
who  hadn't  except  a  little  check  mark  kept  with  a  pencil,  and  Mr.  Kelly  said  his 
idea  was  that  you  kept  it  that  way  in  order  that  if  a  voter  was  cited  as  a  suspect 
you  would  claim  he  had  paid  his  tax,  but  if  he  was  not  cited  that  the  money 
would  not  be  paid  into  the  county.  State  how  you  kept  the  book,  and  all  about  it. — 
A.  I  appeared  before  the  registrars  the  morning  they  began  work,  in  answer  to  a 
summons  from  them ;  carried  the  tax  books  as  the  summons  called  for  and  all  private 
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books  relating  to  tax.  I  bad  in  a  blank  book  a  liat  of  all  parties  who  had  paid  tax 
when  they  registered.  When  they  came  to  names  tbey  would  take  the  tax  digest 
and  examine  for  the  parties  registered.  Sometimes  they  failed  to  liud  the  name 
regularly  entered  by  the  receiver  of  a  party  who  had  paid  his  tax  to  the  collector 
and  entered  as  ^'uiireturned."  Whenever  a  name  of  this  sort  came  op  as  a  saspeet 
I  would  report  to  the  registrars  tliat  he  had  paid  as  *'unretarned.''  Each  year  I 
liave  collected  from  123  to  251  ^'nnretumed''  polls.  I  had  entered  these  iin returned 
names  on  my  regular  tax  book  as  well  as  on  the  memorandum  book  alluded  to  by 
me,  and  in  making  my  returns  every  year  with  the  ordinary  and  settlement  with 
him  I  furnished  him  with  a  list  of  these  names.  These  books  were  accessible  to 
registrars,  but  they  usually  used  the  books  of  the  ordinary.  The  memorandum  book 
was  kept  by  me  in  alphabetical  order  for  ready  reference,  and  I  arranged  them  for 
my  own  convenience  and  checked  so  1  could  identify  them  when  paid.  The  same 
thing  appeared  on  my  tax  books,  but  were  more  easily  found  on  mj-  memorandum 
books,  and  this  was  the  most  used.  I  kept  an  itemized  account  of  the  taxes  col- 
lected by  me,  both  insolvent  and  ''unreturned,"  and  submitted  that  book  to  regia- 
trar  when  they  called  for  it.  I  gave  all  my  books  to  them  readily  when  they  called 
for  them.  At  Mr.  Kelly's  suggestion  I  made  out  a  copy  of  the  insolvent  taxes  col- 
lected, but  he  never  called  for  it.  It  is  a  fact  that,  taking  the  tax  books  alone, 
a  good  many  people  who  appeared  as  defaulters  held  receipts  from  former  tax  col- 
lectors, and  a  good  many  whose  names  did  not  appear  at  all  on  the  books  had  paid 
their  tax  on  what  is  called  the  **unreturued''  list.  I  was  present  at  the  sitting  of 
the  board  of  registrars  for  the  first  eleven  days,  when  1  was  taken  sick  and  had  to 
leave.  When  I  left,  I  left  all  my  books  with  the  registrars  in  the  office.  While  there 
I  rendered  them  all  the  aid  I  could.  They  worked  me  for  all  I  was  worth.  There  was 
sometimes  considerable  crowds  in  the  rooms  and  some  confusion,  but  nothing  to  pre- 
vent the  registrars  from  discharging  their  duty.  The  first  I  saw  of  any  outaide  help 
was  when  the  registrars  thought  they  couldn't  ^et  through  and  called  on  outsiders 
to  render  assistance,  which  was  done.  Three  ot  the  hands  of  Mr.  Eulee  Landseil 
were  on  the  suspect  list,  and  he  came  in  and  took  the  books  for  the  years  for  which 
they  were  marked  as  suspects  and  found  that  two  of  them  appeared  on  the  tax  book 
as  having  paid  their  tax  and  were  erroneously  on  the  list.  After  that  a  great  many 
would  come  to  look  through  the  books  to  see  if  they  showed  anything  against  the 
suspects. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Farmer: 

I  was  present  during  the  sitting  of  the  board  during  court  week.  At  one  time  I 
was  told  there  was  considerable  swearing,  cursing,  ana  loud  talk  in  the  room  where 
the  board  was  in  session.  I  heard  that  the  swearing  was  started  by  Mr.  Kelly,  one 
of  the  registrars.  I  was  not  in  the  room  at  the  time  this  started,  but  I  understand 
it  was  caused  by  Mr.  Kelly  using  an  oath  and  the  way  in  which  he  answere<l  a  Popu- 
list. Mr.  Branch  was  chief  spokesman  for  the  Populists  when  I  came  in  the  room. 
I  did  not  hear  Mr.  Branch  swear  at  all.  I  heard  complaining  and  grumbling ;  I  don't 
know  that  I  heard  any  swearing  at  all. 

Q.  Did  not  the  crowd  assume  a  very  threatening  attitude  against  the  registrars 
that  dayf  — A.  I  don't  think  there  was  any  threatening  attitude;  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  complaint. 

Q.  Was  it  not  impossible  for  registrars  to  properly  carry  on  their  business  during 
this  confusion  f — ^A.  I  don't  think  it  interfered  with  them.    They  were  at  that  time 

Eassing  upon  parties  cited  to  ap|)ear ;  they  could  and  did  pass  on  them.    They  might 
ave  been  delayed  by  the  confusion. 

Q.  Did  the  room  have  the  appearance  of  an  ordinary  Georgia  court  roomf — A.  It 
did  not.    Sometimes  there  would  be  several  talking  and  disputing. 

Q.  You  stated  in  your  direct  that  you  collected  from  123  to  251  polls  fh>m  parties 
whose  names  did  not  appear  on  receivers'  books.  Did  you  enter  these  names  on  your 
tax  books  for  each  year  as  collected f — A.  Yes. 

W.  8,  Lazknby. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribe!  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucktt, 
Ordinary,  MoIHfie  County. 

CouRT-HouSE,  Thomdon,  Ga,,  February  e?,  1S96. 
Thomas  E.  Watson  for  contestant;  Ira  E.  Farmer  for  contestee. 

Rev.  E.  V.  WHITE  sworn  for  contestant : 

Q.  State  your  name,  age,  and  occupation. — A.  Am  50  odd  years  of  age;  minister  of 
the  gospel;  E.V.White. 

Q.  Were  vou  born  in  slavery? — A.  Yes. 

"1  a  slave  until  emancipated? — ^A.  Yes. 
^lave  you  been  a  minister  of  the  gospel  ? — ^A.  Twenty-four  years. 
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Q.  How  many  chnrohes  are  yoa  now  in  charge  of? — A.  Four. 

Q.  What  is  the  meinberHliip  of  these  churches  f — A.  About  1,400  or  1,500. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  a  resident  of  McDnffie  County  f — A.  Si  ace  its  formation. 

Q.  An  effort  has  been  made  by  contestee  to  show  that  the  colored  people  supported 
him  and  opposed  contestant.  Whom  do  your  people  support  as  a  matter  of^ prefer- 
ence f — A.  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  your  people  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  f — ^A.  A  minority. 

Q.  Why  is  it  that  the  colored  people  have  so  generally  joined  the  People's  Party  f — 
A.  Because  the  People's  Party  has  ailbrded  them  recognition  and  a  free  ballot. 

Q.  Had  they  had  those  things  before  the  formation  of  the  People's  Party  f — ^A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Before  the  People's  Party  was  formed,  would  the  colored  people  have  dared  to 
hold  mass  meetings  as  Republicans,  or  actively  work  for  Republicans  in  this  sec- 
tion f — A.  No, sir;  they  dared  not. 

Q.  State  whether  the  Republicans  now,  as  well  as  the  Democrats  and  People's  Party 
voters,  exercise  the  full  right  of  meeting  and  voting. — A.  Yes;  thej''  do  now. 

<j.  What  party  has  brought  about  this  beueticial  change? — A.  The  People's  Party. 

Q.  Suppose  the  People's  Party  should  collapse  in  Georgia,  what  would,  in  your 
opinion,  be  the  result  to  the  negro  race? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  following  grounds,  that  it  is  irrelevant.) 

A.  They  would  again  be  denied  the  right  of  voting  and  meeting,  unless  they  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  People's  Party? — ^A.  I  am  a  member  of  the  State 
executive  committee. 

Q.  State  if  you  are  invited  to  meet  with  the  board  by  chairman,  and  <lo  meet  with 
them. — A.  Yes;  I  am  always  notified,  and  I  meet  with  them. 

Q.  As  a  general  thing,  what  sort  of  inducement  do  the  Democrats  have  to  oiler 
to  get  the  votes  of  negroes  ? — ^A.  They  generally  hire  them. 

Q.  In  those  cases  where  Democratic  merchants  and  money  lenders  hold  papers 
against  negroes,  are  those  papers  used  to  make  them  vote  the  Democratic  ticket? — 
A.  I  have  been  so  informed. 

(Counsel  objects  to  above,  because  it  is  hearsay  evidence.) 

Q.  State  if  you  have  ever  heard  any  colored  man  say  that  he  would  have  to  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket  because  Mr.  '     made  hira. 

(Counsel  for  ccmtestee  objects  to  above,  because  it  seeks  to  bring  out  hearsay 
evidence. ) 

A.  Yes,  many  of  thorn;  and  others  living  on  Democratic  places  have  told  me  that 
they  would  lose  their  homes  if  they  voted  the  Populist  ticket  or  any  other  than  Dem- 
ocratic ticket. 

Q.  Do  yiiu  know  of  any  colored  people  who  have  lost  their  jobs  because  they  did 
not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket? — A.  1  have  heard  a  number  say  that,  but  do  not 
recall  a  case  now. 

Q.  Have  you  been  to  Augusta  since  elections  of  1392,  1894,  1895? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  well  acquainted  among  the  colored  people  in  Augusta? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  between  contestant  and  contestee,  whom  do  a  majority  of  the  respectable 
colored  people  of  Augusta  favor  for  Congressman? — ^A.  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  it  is  that  they  get  so  many  negro  votes  in  Augusta,  whether 
by  voting  a  lar^e  number  once  or  a  small  number  many  times? — A.  I  heard  one  say 
he  knew  a  man  who  had  voted  thirty -six  times  for  Black.  I  asked  a  white  man  if  he 
had  any  confidence  in  this  negro.  He  said:  ''If  you  give  him  $^  more  he  will  burn 
his  house,  but  I  am  £lad  because  I  do  not  want  Mr.  Watson  elected." 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  it  is  a  standing  joke  in  Augusta  to  ask  ''How  many  times  have 
yon  voted  for  Black?" — A.  Yes;  they  had  a  song  about  hanging  the  bucket  on  the 
gate  and  the  Democrats  would  fill  it.  They,  the  colored  repeaters,  would  laugh 
about  voting  so  many  times. 

Q.  State  if,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Democrats  admit  that  the  Populists  have  the 
majority  of  votes  in  the  district,  but  that  they  count  him  out. — A.  They  do  in 
private. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  way  in  which  the  Democrats  influenced  other  colored  people. 
State  if  they  ever  tried  to  influence  your  vote. — A.  They  told  me  that  all  of  the 
intelligence  of  Augusta  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Black;  they  wanted  all  of  the  infcelli- 
gent  colored  people  that  way,  and  if  I  would  use  my  influence  for  Mr.  Black  they 
would  build  a  nice  dwelling  and  make  me  a  present  of  it.  I  told  them  I  would 
rather  live  in  a  brush  arbor.  Sometime  after,  they  told  me  that  the  reason  I  sup- 
ported Mr.  Watson  was  because  I  was  buying  land  from  him,  and  that  they  would 
ony  the  land  and  make  me  a  present  of  it  if  I  would  support  Mr.  Black.  I  told  them 
that  I'd  rather  Mr.  Watson  would  take  the  land  and  resell  it  before  I  should  get  it 
that  way. 

Q.  Was  it  a  Democratic  campaign  manager  who  made  this  ofier? — ^A.  Yes;  he  said 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  money  on  hand  and  I  could  get  some.  The  gentleman  who 
made  this  offer  was  Mr.  James  W.  Boatwright. 

Q.  Did  contestant  ever  give  or  lend  you  any  money  or  give  you  any  land? — ^A.  No. 
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Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Farmbr: 

Q.  Did  yoa  belong  to  the  Republican  party  before  1890 f — A.  I  always  favored  that 
party. 

Q.  To  what  party  do  yon  hold  allegiance  nowf — A.  To  Populist  party;  I  am  a 
Populist. 

Q.  How  many  darkies  in  this  county  do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  who 
were  forced  to  vote  for  Democrats f — A.  I  don't  know  of  any  just  now  that  were 
forced. 

Q.  How  many  colored  men  do  you  know  who  were  bribed  to  vote  for  Major  Black 
in  this  county  in  1895  f — A.  Lot  of  them  have  talked  to  me  on  the  subject.  I  know  of 
several.  One  of  my  deacons  was  promised  $4  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  They 
would  not  pay  it  after  the  campaign.  1  told  him  I  was  glad  of  it,  and  I  had  a  great 
mind  not  to  let  him  touch  my  sacrament  cup  any  more. 

Q.  You  say  this  was  after  the  campaign  of  1895 f — A.  No;  it  was  in  1892. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  a  single  colored  voter  who  was  bribed  with  money  or  promise 
in  1895  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  the  negro  never  had  a  ballot  before  the  People's  Party ;  who  were  respon- 
sible for  this — the  white  men  who  now  compose  the  Democratic  party,  or  the  men 
who  now  coumose  the  People's  Party  ?— A.  I  thought  it  was  both  ol  theui.  Mr.  Wat- 
son was  one  tncn;  but  he  joined  the  People's  Party,  and  1  joined  him. 

Q*  To  what  party  do  a  vast  majority  uf  the  county  now  belong? — A.  To  Popnlist. 

Q.  How  do  the  white  people  stand f— A.  I  think  the  most  are  Populist. 

Q.  You  say  you  are  a  minister  of  the  gospel  and  a  politician,  toof — A.  Yes;  so  was 
David,  Samuel,  and  Solomon.    1  do  not  work  publicly,  but  privately. 

Q.  Did  you  not  make  a  speech  for  Mr.  Wateon  in  1894  f — A.  I  only  got  in  the 
window  and  said  I  was  with  the  Populists.    Never  took  the  stump  in  my  life. 

Q.  How  did  Mr.  Job  KusseU's  hands  vote  in  1892f — A.  I  think  Lemocratic. 

Q.  What  was  Mr.  Russell  at  that  timef — A.  Populist. 

Q.  Can  you  recall  any  case  where  a  negro  lived  with  a  Democrat  and  lost  his  home 
on  account  of  voting  Ponulist  ticket? — A.  Mr.  Stnrgis,  whoisa  Democrat;  his  hands 
would  not  vote  a  Populist  ticket  because  they  said  he  would  not  like  it. 

Q.  What  Democratic  merchant  do  you  recall  who  forced  a  negro  whom  he  held  a 
mortgage  against  to  vote  Democratic! — A.  Can  recall  none  just  now. 

Q.  How  many  colored  people  of  Augusta  have  yon  questioned  in  regard  to  the 
preference  of  Mr.  Watson  or  Mr.  Black!-— A.  I  think  I  have  talked  to  50,  but  not  100, 
on  this  subject. 

Q.  State  what  Democrat — white  man — said  that  Mr.  Watson  had  most  votes,  bat 
they  would  count  him  out? — A.  I  heard  Mr.  Blanchard,  the  Broad  street  merchant, 
said  this.  Mr.  Blanchard  also  said  Lincoln  County  was  the  meanest  county  in  the 
world.  That  they  had  all  the  flats  engaged  in  carrying  across  negroes  from  Carolina 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Watson.  I  told  him  1  did  not  know  this.  He  said  they  did,  but  that 
they  (the  Democrats)  ''fixed"  Watson  in  Augusta.  This  is  the  only  Democrat  I 
ever  heard  say  this. 

Q.  Did  any  Democrat  approach  you  to  get  your  vote  in  1895? — A.  No;  it  was  iu 
1892.    They  knew  what  my  position  was  and  did  not  attempt  buying  me. 

Q.  In  1892  both  parties  were  trying  to  get  your  vote? — A.  Yes;  bat  the  Popu- 
lists did  not  offer  me  any  money. 

E.  V.  White. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  February,  1896. 

John  A.  FArcKTT, 
Ordinary,  McDuffie  Conntif. 
Mr.  THOS.  H.  REMSEN,  sworn  for  contestant: 

Q.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  Lincoln  County? — A.  Ordinary. 

Q.  Were  you  elected  by  the  Democrats? — A.  Was  elected  by  them  in  1883,  and 
held  the  position  since. 

Q.  Dr.  Patterson,  a  witness  for  coutestee,  said  you  were  a  professional  jury  fixer. 
Did  you  ever  have  anything,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  do  with  juries? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  draws  the  jury? — A.  The  judges  of  superior  courts,  who  are  Democrats. 

Q.  This  being  the  system,  how  could  a  jury  be  fixed? — A.  It  is  next  to  impossible 
to  fix  our  juries  in  (Georgia. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  anything  to  do  with  fixing  any  jury? — A.  No. 

Q.  Why  is  Patterson  so  bitter  against  you  and  your  county? — A.  He  came  there 
from  Burke  County  a  few  years  ago,  in  the  heyday  of  the  Alliance.  I  put  him  iu 
control  of  the  News  after  Mr.  Livingston  ordered  that  the  editors  couldn't  join  ihe 
Alliance  without  signing  a  certain  platform.  Patterson  made  written  application 
to  join.  Mr.  T.  P.  Harmon  and  myself  were  his  vouchers,  I  am  sorry  to  say.  and  the 
Alliance  refused  to  accept  him.  This  embittered  him  against  the  Alliance.  The 
Populists  of  to-day  are  nearly  the  same  men  who  then  composed  the  Alliance.  He 
then,  being  in  control  of  the  paper,  began  abusing  the  Alliance.  The  Alliance  being 
composed  largely  of  Populists,  ne  was  very  bitter  against  them. 
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Q.  State  if  his  paper  lost  the  county  advertising  and  patronage? — A.  It  did.  He 
lost  nearly  all  Populist  subscribers.  The  Populists  started  a  paper  of  their  own  and 
got  the  county  patronase.  The  Populist  party  in  Lincoln  are  as  good  people  as  are 
anywhere.  They  own  three-fourths  of  the  taxable  property.  There  are  Populists  in 
our  coanty  who  lend  money  and  are  of  independent  capital. 

Q.  Is  it  true  that  negroes  from  Carolina  crossed  in  Hats  or  other  boats  to  vote  for 
contestant  in  Lincoln  County f — A.  No;  only  at  Lisbon,  which  is  owned  and  con- 
trolled by  Democrats.    I  am  told  three  crossed  there  in  1892. 

Q.  Br.  Patterson  states  that  Populists  rode  at  night,  fired  off  firearms,  and  intimi- 
dated the  negroes  and  Democrats.  Is  this  true? — A.  It  is  not  true.  Some  of  my  own 
hands  voted  against  mo,  but  I  did  not  threaten  them. 

Q.  State  if  the  sale  of  whisky  in  your  county  is  allowed. — A.  No. 

Q.  State  the  condition  of  your  county  as  to  churches  and  schools. — ^A.  Will  com- 
pare favorably  with  any  part  of  the  State.  Taking  it  as  a  whole,  Lincoln  is  one  of 
the  grandest  counties  in  the  State. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  there  has  been  at  any  time  an  attempt  by  Democrats  to 
prove  illegal  voting  in  your  county. — A.  No. 

Q.  State  if  you  were  frequently  in  Augusta  and  talked  freely  to  Democrats  in 
regard  to  these  elections. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  State  if  it  is  true  that  Democrats  in  Augusta  in  private  conversation  joked 
about  how  they  beat  us  with  repeaters. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  they  say  they  beat  us? — A.  They  said  they  sent  word  to  all  the  country 
counties  to  do  all  they  could  and  they  would  fill  it  up  in  Augusta. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  by  thin? — A.  That  the  Democrats  would  vote  all  they 
could  in  other  counties  and  that  Richmond  County  would  fill  out  the  majority 
illegally. 

Q.  State  what  part  Lincoln  County  took  in  alle/red  "Watson  war.'* — A.  Mr.  Wat- 
son was  to  speak  in  Lincolnton.  There  was  a  very  large  crowd  to  hear  him.  He  did 
not  conie.  We  received  a  note  about  3  o'clock  from  Mr.  Strother  saying  that  Mr. 
Wat«nn  was  at  Thomson  besieged  in  his  house  by  Democrats,  and  the  boys  thought 
it  their  duty  to  come  to  see  about  it. 

Q.  Did  the  party  return  after  finding  there  had  been  no  violence  here,  and  did  the 
Lincoln  men  ao  any  damage  to  persons  or  property  ? — A.  No,  sir.  Two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards  from  a  Democrat's  house,  on  the  way,  some  shots  were  fired.  The  Demo- 
crat told  me  he  did  not  like  it.    This  was  all. 

Q.  It  is  alleged  that  you  and  some  other  gentlemen  intimidated  one  Fogarty  and 
two  others  who  went  to  Lincoln  to  show  you  how  to  hold  elections.  What  about 
itf — A.  On  a  Thursday  before  election  a  stranger  (Fogarty)  drove  up  to  the  court- 
house. I  was  told  that  he  came  to  represent  the  Democratic  party.  No  attention 
was  paid  to  this  until  the  registers'  court  adjourned  for  dinner.  The  books  and  papers 
were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  depiity  sheriff  as  usual.  The  Populist  registrar  left  the 
court-house  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  his  horse  and  getr.ing  dinner.  The  two 
Democratic  registrars  and  Mr.  Fogarty  took  the  books  from  the  deputy,  against  his 
objection,  and  went  into  a  private  room  for  some  reason,  I  don't  know  what.  The 
Populist  registrar  did  not  like  this  and  some  words  passed  between  him  and  chair- 
man of  the  board.  Before  the  return  of  the  Populist  registrar  Mr.  Fogarty  had  left 
for  Angnsta;  at  least  he  was  seen  no  more.  This  action  created  considerable  feeling 
between  the  parties,  but  it  died  down  after  Fogarty  left.  Friday  night  or  Saturday 
morning  Fogarty  returned  with  his  experts.  He  sent  for  nie  to  come  to  his  room  at 
hotel,  as  he  wanted  to  talk  to  me.  I  went  and  he  told  me  he  had  brought  these 
experts  at  the  advice  and  solicitation  of  the  Democratic  registrars.  I  protested  to  the 
use  of  them.  I  told  Mr.  Fogarty  I  recognized  the  right  of  his  being  present  as 
counsel  for  contestee.  I  told  nini  it  would  be  sure  to  bring  on  trouble,  as  Lincoln 
County  was  fully  able  to  take  care  of  its  list.  I  then  went  to  my  ofiice  and  saw  one 
of  the  Democratic  registrars  and  told  him  we  objected  to  the  use  of  the  experts.  He 
said  he  did  too,  that  they  were  there  without  his  knowledge,  and  that  in  his  opinion 
they  had  no  need  of  them  and  he  should  object  to  their  being  used.  This  was  Mr. 
Zeliars.  I  afterwards  invited  the  experts  into  my  office  and  treated  them  as  cleverly 
as  I  could.  We  talked  over  the  matter.  They  told  me  they  were  sent  by  the  Demo- 
cratic committee  of  Augusta,  and  that  as  to  themselves  they  did  not  care  whether 
they  were  used  or  not,  as  they  would  get  their  pay  anyhow.  I  afterwards  sent  for 
Fogarty  to  discuss  the  matter  with  him  and  to  protest  against  the  use  of  the  experts, 
and  he  insisted  that  as  he  was  invited  there  by  the  Democratic  registrars  he  would 
insist  that  the  experts  would  be  used.  He  soon  after  left  my  office.  Nothing  dis- 
courteous had  been  said.  He  insisted  and  I  protested.  I  told  him  plainly  and 
candidly  that  these  experts  could  not  be  used,  as  it  would  bring  on  trouble,  and  if 
he  insisted  it  would  bring  on  trouble.  To  avoid  this  I  requested  the  Populist  regis- 
trar to  see  Dr.  Symmes,  the  chairman,  and  state  the  facts  as  stated  above.  I  also  saw 
Dr.  Symmes  about  the  matter.  He  denied  inviting  Mr.  Fogarty  there  and  said  they 
did  not  need  them,  and  did  not  want  them,  as  tuey  had  plenty  of  young  men  in 
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Lincoln  able  to  make  out  the  list.  I  preanme  this  settled  the  matter,  as  Mr.  Fc^rty 
said  no  more  about  it,  and  the  young  men  left  for  their  homes  that  night.  There 
were  plenty  of  w  itnesses  present  when  this  last  conversation  took  place.  Dr.  Symmes 
asked  if  my  son  coald  assist.     I  told  him  yes,  and  that  I  would  assist  him. 

Q.  James  Hinton,  of  your  county,  testified  that  Mr.  O.  E.  Strother,  a  school- 
teacher, lost  his  school  because  he  assisted  the  registrars.  Is  it  a  fact? — ^A.  I  have 
heard  rumors  to  that  efi'ect.  1  am  with  him  twice  a  week,  but  he  has  never  said 
anything  about  losing  his  school  on  that  account.  His  successor  is  Mr.  Gillehan,  a 
graduate  of  Mercer  Uiiiversity,  and  Mr.  Strother  is  not  a  graduate. 

Q.  You,  as  a  Populist,  did  not  hesitate  to  take  Mr.  Strother  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness with  you,  did  yon? — A.  Xo.  I  would  have  hesitated  if  there  had  been  such  a 
feeling  as  Mr.  Hinton  testities.  If  there  is  any  proscription  in  politics,  it  is  from 
Democrats  to  Populists. 

Q.  Dr.  Symes  said  he  was  denied  access  to  the  books.  What  about  this? — A.  Wben 
the  tax  collector  finished  making  the  voters'  list,  the  registrars  living  in  difl'erent 
parts  of  the  county,  he  turned  them  over  to  the  clerk  ot"  court  until  he  conld  turn 
them  over  to  the  board.  Dr.  Symes  made  application  to  see  them,  but  the  clerk 
refused  because  he  said  he  did  not  think  it  was  right  to  turn  them  over  to  one  member 
of  the  board. 

Q,  Dr.  Patterson  in  his  testimony  alleges  that  whisky  was  used  by  Populists  in 
elections  in  Lincoln.  State  the  facts.— A.  In  1892  a  great  deal  of  whisky  wa»  u»ed 
by  the  Democrats.  Scores  of  Democratic  negroes  and  white  people  were  lying  in 
cellars  of  Democratic  st<»rekeepers,  dead  drunk.  In  1894  considerable  whisky  was 
used,  but  not  as  much  as  before,  because  I,  as  chairman  of  Populist  executive  com- 
mittee, had  notitied  them  I  would  prosecute  them.  They  used  it  on  outskirts  of 
town.  The  Democrats  used  it  again  on  outskirts  of  town  in  1895.  Not  so  much, 
however. 

Q,  Dr.  Patterson  accuses  Populists  of  Lincoln  with  corrupting  voters.  What 
about  it? — A.  In  1894,  during  the  elei  tion.  Democrats  brought  negroes  to  polls  to 
vote  uniler  age.  I  challenged  them.  They  refused  to  take  the  oath.  Those  who 
brought  them  told  them  to  go  on  and  vote,  as  they  had  enough  money  to  pay  them 
out.  I  showed  the  negroes  the  risk  of  this,  and  the  Democrats  run  them  to  (»ther 
precincts  and  voted  them. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  ol).iects  to  above  on  grounds  that  it  is  irrelevant  to  contest 
resulting  from  election  of  1895.) 

I  have  a  negro  in  my  employ,  a  prominent  negro  in  the  county,  who  came  to  me  iu 
1894-95,  and  said  he  had  been  ofi'ered  $200  to  use  his  influence  for  Black.  The  negro's 
name  was  Scipio  Freeman.  Benj.  Wright  was  the  one  who  offered  the  money  to  him. 
Scipio  further  tells  me  while  I  was  at  the  Grittin  convention  Mr.  L.  C.  Coleman,  a 
Democrat,  told  him  that  he  had  better  mind  how  he  voted  for  Populists,  as  it  was 
hard  to  keep  him  from  being  killed  in  1894.  He  offered  to  go  and  face  Mr.  Coleman 
in  this  charge.  I  have  ha<l  Democrats  to  come  out  and  tell  me  that  they  had 
discharged  hands  for  voting  Populist  ticket. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  above  because  it  is  hearsay.) 

Referring  to  Mr.  Boyd,  who  was  called  to  testify  that  Patterson  could  not  get  jus- 
tice in  county,  1  will  state  that  Mr.  Boyd  had  only  one  case,  and  gained  it  before 
the  Populist  jury  and  loat  it  before  Democratic  supreme  court. 

Q.  Dr.  Symes  charges  you  and  others  with  intimidating  the  registrars.  Is  that 
true? — A.  No,  sir.  1  assisted  bini  all  I  could,  and  worked  with  him  until  2  o'clock 
the  night  before  the  election. 

Q.  What  is  Dr.  Symes,  a  partisan  Democrat? — A.  He  is  an  extremist  on  that  and 
every  other  thing  he  takes  a  hand  in. 

Q.  State  if  you  and  other  Populist  managers  of  Lincoln  had  any  motive  than  to 
secure  your  full  ri^ht  under  the  law  ? — A .  No. 

Q.  Mr.  Hinton  and  Dr.  Patterson  lay  great  stress  on  extreme  bittemesa,  the  broken 
ties  in  church,  etc.,  that  exist  in  Lincoln  County.  State  if  division  differs  at  all 
from  any  division  brought  about  by  clashing  opinions  in  churches? — A.  There  have 
been  no  political  munler,  arson,  stabbing,  in  our  county.  Some  Democrats  have 
moved  oat  of  our  county  and  some  have  moved  in,  just  as  the  Populists  have  done. 

Q.  Who  are  your  jury  commissioners? — A.  They  are  eciaally  divide<^l  between  two 
parties.  The  Democrats  are  about  one-half  in  grand  jury,  althongh  they  stand  ooe- 
fonrth  in  county.  If  there  is  a  single  white  Democrat  in  the  county  who  is  not  in 
ixay  box,  I  don't  know  him.  County  school  commissioner  is  Democrat ;  school  teach- 
ers are  one-half  Democrats  and  one-half  Populista. 

Q.  Stat-e  positively  whether  or  not  there  is  any  feeling  of  intolerance  iu  Lincoln 
which  denies  to  Democrats  the  privilege  of  living  there  in  peace  in  the  eEgoyment 
of  their  rights? — A.  No.    If  any,  it  is  from  Democrats  to  Populists. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Farmer: 

'position  do  you  hold  in  your  party? — A.  Am  chairman  of  county  execu- 
te. 
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Q.  Have  yon  heard  the  Democrats  of  Bichmond  County  speak  in  any  joking  way 
about  Mr.  Black's  m^ority  in  1895  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  to  Augusta  since  that  election? — A.  Tes,  sir;  just  from  there 
to-day. 

Q.  Please  state  as  well  as  yon  can  remember  the  message  from  Mr.  Strother  about 
the  besieging  of  Mr.  Watson. — ^A.  On  Wednesday  before  contestant  was  to  speak  I 
waA  cominff  home  late  one  afternoon  and  a  negro  called  me  and  said  he  had  some- 
thing to  tell  me.  I  waited  till  he  walked  to  me,  and  he  said  he  had  just  heard  that 
Mr.  Watson  was  to  be  killed  coming  over  there,  or  after  he  got  there.  I  told  him  I 
reckoue<l  it  would  be  all  right.  Major  Cook  told  me  the  same  thing.  I  wrote  Mr.  A. 
K.  Strother  that  I  did  not  uelieve  it,  but  it  would  be  best  for  him  to  go  to  the  river 
and  meet  him.  Mr.  Watson's  delay  on  the  day  of  the  speaking  made  matters  worse. 
Mr.  Strot-iier  wrote  me  that  he  had  received  a  message  from  McGregor  saying  Mr. 
Watson  was  besieged  in  his  lionse,  and  that  Watson  would  probably  be  killed  by 
the  time  I  got  the  message.  Some  of  the  boys  went  to  Thomson,  but  I  don't  think 
they  «lid  any  damage. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  McJregor  one  of  Mr.  Watson's  campaign  managers? — A.  He  was 
a  strong  supporter  and,  1  snppose,  one  of  the  nianagerH. 

<^.  How  many  men  were  in  the  posse  that  came  from  Lincoln  to  Thomson  f — A. 
Between  tweuty-tive  and  tifty  left  there.  I  did  not  come,  nor  did  the  sheriff  come, 
as  Patterson  stated. 

Q.  Were  these  men  armed? — A.  Some  were  armed  with  shotguns,  pistols,  and  Win- 
chesters.    They  thought  they  would  come  prepared  if  they  were  coming. 

Q.  Yon  state  in  your  direct  that  you  told  Fogarty  plainly  and  candidly  that  the 

experts  should  not  be  used,  and  if  they  did  it  would  bring  on  trouble? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.   Please  say  whether  the  ordinary  or  registrars  have  the  right  to  name  clerks. — 

A.  The  ordinary  had  none,  but  I,  as  chairman  of  the  Populist  executive  committee, 

was  not  going  to  allow  a  registrar  to  manipulate  the  affairs  of  Liucolu. 

Q.  What  authority  of  law  had  you  for  stating  that  these  experts  should  not  act  as 
clerks? — A.  I  had  none  and  Mr.  Fogarty  had  none  in  bringing  them  there. 

Q.  Who  has  the  right  to  name  the  clerks  to  the  registrars? — A.  The  registrars,  I 
presume,  but  I  could  never  understand  why  they  were  allowed  to  do  so.  The  law 
doesn't  state  anything  about  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  by  saying  there  would  be  tronble  if  they  acted? — A.  Just 
what  the  word  means.  I  told  Mr.  Fogarty  and  the  Democratic  registrars  that  there 
would  be  trouble;  I  knew  the  temper  of  our  people.  I  was  borne  out  in  this  by  the 
Democratic  registrars.    I  thought  their  coming  there  was  preposterous. 

Q.  Did  yon  mean  by  tronble  that  the  clerks  would  be  molested? — A.  No;  I  meant 
that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  serve.  They  were  partisan  employees  of  Demo- 
cratic campaign  committee  of  Richmond  County. 

Q.  Did  you  mean  that  you  would  resist  by  force? — A.  Yes;  if  necessary.    Hooked 
St  it  in  this  way:  These  men  were  coming  there  to  rob  us  of  our  dearest  right,  the 
ballot,  and  that  I  had  as  much  right  to  defend  this  right  as  we  would  our  lives. 
Q.  Yon  are  ordinary? — A.  I  am,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  assembled  there  on  the  Saturday  the  experts  were  there  ? — 
1.  I  don't  suppose  there  were  over  30  Democrats  and  Populists.  Mr.  Zellers  puts 
it  at  50 ;  Mr.  Fogarty  at  100. 

Q.  Were  summonses  sent  out  for  these  men? — A.  When  Mr.  Fogarty  left  my  office 
laying  he  would  let  the  experts  act  as  the  Democratic  registrars  said  they  could,  I 
lent  two  men  ont  and  told  them  to  tell  onr  friends  about  this. 

Q.  Were  not  the  registrars  considerably  behind  in  their  work  at  this  time? — A. 
Yes ;  they  seemed  to  want  to  be  behind.  They  worked  on  this  principle,  that  all  those 
who  were  not  examined  would  not  be  allowed  to  vote,  and  it  was  not  until  Fogarty 
csme  the  second  time  they  found  ont  they  wore  allowed  to  vote.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
there  were  two  and  one-half  districts  that  were  not  examined  or  investigated  at  all. 
Q.  How  many  votes  were  polled  in  those  two  and  one-half  districts? — A.  About  350 
or  375. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  Dr.  Symus  was  refused  access  to  the  books  when  the  clerk  had 
them.     Was  he  a  registrar? — ^A.  He  was. 

T.  H.  Remsen. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  February,  1896. 

John  A.  Faucett, 
Ordinary f  McDuffie  County, 
Adjourned  nntil  February  28,  1896. 

Court-House, 
Th&maony  (ia.,  February  28,  1896, 

Contestant  introduced  certi Hed  copy  of  parts  United  States  Census,  1890. 
Adjourned  permanently,  evidence  in  rebuttal  being  completed  in  McDuffie  County. 

State  of  Gbobgia,  McDuffie  County : 

I,  Jno.  A.  Faucett,  ordinary  of  said  county,  do  hereby  certify  that  I  was  selected 
by  the  contestant  as  a  proper  officer  before  whom  to  take  the  testimony  in  said 
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county  of  witnesses  for  contestant  in  the  contest  of  Thomas  £.  Watson  r.  James  C. 
O.  Black  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty- fourth  Congress  for  the  Tenth  Congressional 
district  of  Georgia  for  the  special  election  held  on  October  2, 181)5.  I  appoint«d  Jan- 
uary 2^  1896,  for  the  taking  of  evidence  in  said  county,  and  after  due  notice  to  parties 
and  witnesses  G.  K.  P<Tne11,  n  resident  of  Hancock  County,  Ga.,  was  sworn  fi>r  wit- 
ness for  contestant,  and  testified  as  hereinbefore  set  forth,  taking  of  whose  testimony 
consumed  the  entire  day,  when  adjournment  was  had  until  January  3,  1896,  when 
Jno.  W.  Waller,  a  resident  of  Hancock  County,  Ga.,  and  James  A.  Mason,  a  resident 
of  Wilkinson  County,  Ga.,  were  sworn  and  testified  as  before  set  forth,  when 
adjournment  was  had  nntll  January  6,  1896,  and  then  adjournment  without  bearine 
any  evidence  till  January  7,  1896,  when  Maner  R.  Sanders  was  sworn  and  testified 
as  hereinbefore  set  out,  when  adjournment  was  had  until  January  8,  1896,  when  testi- 
mony of  C.  W.  Moxly,  of  Jefferson  County,  Ga.,  was  beard,  all  of  said  parties  being 
witnesses  for  coutestant.  There  was  introduced  in  evidence  on  January  7  the  written 
evidence  as  appears  in  Exhibits  A,  B,  C,  1),  K,  and  F. 

On  January  8,  1896,  the  written  evidence  as  appears  in  Kxhibit  G.  That  the  hear- 
ing on  PArt  of  contestant  was  then  closed  on  the  taking  of  evidence  on  the  direct. 
I  certify  that  the  names  signed  to  testimony  of  before-mentioned  witnesses  are  the 

genuine  signatures  of  such  witnesses,  and  that  evidence  mentioned  in  Kxhibit-s  A, 
•,  C\  D,  K,  F.  and  G  are  the  identical  papers  iutroduced  in  evidence  and  identitie<i 
by  me  at  the  time. 

That  on  February  19, 1896,  the  contestant  commenced  taking  evidence  in  rebuttal, 
and  contestant,  Thos.  £.  Watson,  was  sworn  in  his  own  behalf,  and  testified  as  herein- 
before set  out,  attaching  to  and  making  part  of  his  auHwers  the  varions  newspaper 
slips  thereto  attached,  tlie  taking  of  wnose  testimony  consumed  the  entire  day, 
when  adjournment  was  had  until  February  20,  1896,  when  said  Thos.  £.  XN'atson 
completed  his  testimony,  when  adjournment  was  had  until  February  21,  1896,  when 
E.  W.  Hains,  of  McUume  County,  was  sworn  for  coutestant  and  testified  as  herein- 
before set  out;  and  W.W.Ramsey  was  also  on  said  day  sworn  for  contestant  and 
testified  ns  hereinbefore  set  out,  when  adjournment  was  lind  until  February  22, 1896, 
when  M.  1.  Branch,  of  Columbia  County,  wtis  sworn  for  tumtestant  and  testified  as 
hereinbefore  set  out;  W.  L.  Benton,  of  (^olumbia  County,  L.  L.  Magruder,  of  Co- 
lumbia County,  and  Muck  Wilson,  of  McDuf!ie  County,  were  all  sworn  for  contestant, 
and  all  of  whom  testified  ns  hereinbefore  set  out,  when  :id)ournuient  was  hail  until 
February  24,  1896,  when  W.  T.  Wilson,  of  McDufhe  County,  P.  H.  Pearce,  of 
McDnttie  County,  K.  E.  Ramsey,  of  Columbia  County,  Robert  L.  Culpepi»er,  of 
McDuflie  County,  C.  C.  Culpepp<;r,  of  said  county,  were  sworn  for  contestant  and 
testified  as  set  out  before,  when  adjournment  was  had  until  February  25,  when  K.  J. 
Wilson  was  sworn  for  contestant  and  testified  as  before  set  out,  when  adjourn- 
ment was  had  until  February  26,  when  .Ino.  W.  Waller,  Julius  Flury,  both  of  Han- 
cock County,  Ga.,  and  W.  8.  Lozareby,  of  Colunibi.^,  appeared  and  were  sworn 
for  contestant  as  before  set  out,  when  adjournment  was  had  until  February  27, 
when  E.  V.  White,  of  McDuffie  County,  and  Thos.  H.  Remseu,  of  Lincoln  Connty, 
Ga.,  were  sworn  for  contestant  and  testified  as  follows,  when  adjournment  was  had 
until  February  28,  18%.  On  February  28,  when  contestant's  counsel  introduced  a 
certified  copy  of  United  States  census  returns,  marked  Exhibit  H,  when  contestant 
having  announced  evidence  of  rebuttal  iu,  closed  in  this  county,  permanent  a4jonm- 
ment  was  had.  All  of  these  hearings,  both  of  direct  and  n^buttal,  were  had  at  tbe 
court-house  at  Thomson,  McDnflUe  County,  (ra.,  and  I  certify  that  the  signatures  of 
witnesses  signed  to  the  testimony  of  the  several  witnesses  are  tbe  genuine  signatures 
of  the  said  witnesses,  and  that  at  each  one  of  these  hearings  at  the  examination  of 
every  witness  both  contestant  and  coutestee  were  represented  by  counsel;  and  all 
the  objections  nuule  to  the  exaniination  of  any  witnes-scs  or  to  any  of  the  evidence 
of  any  of  said  witnesses  appears  iu  the  record  along  with  the  evidence  of  the  wit- 
nesses, and  no  objectiou  was  hkuIk  to  examiuatiou  of  any  witness  or  any  part  of  their 
testimony  other  than  appears  in  the  record.  I  further  certify  that  the  copy  of  notice 
of  contest  herein  inclosed  is  the  same  handed  to  me  by  coutestant  to  be  aftixed 
hereto  as  a  part  of  record  of  said  case. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896,  at  the  court- 
house at  Thomson,  McDuffie  Couuty,  (la. 

[SEAL.]  John  A.  FAUiKTr, 

Ordinartff  McDuffie  Cotinttf,  Ga. 

WARREN  COUNTY. 

In  re  contest  of  Thomas  E.  Watson  v.  Jas.  (\  C.  Black  for  Representative  iu  Fifty- 
fourth  Congress  from  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  (Georgia,  at  court-house  at 
Warrenton,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  February  19,  1896.  Evidence  taken  before  T.  J. 
Cumming,  ordinary  of  said  county. 

Court  was  opened  in  due  form  at  hour  above  stated,  and  no  one  appearing  for  con- 
testee,  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Black,  it  was,  on  motion  of  W.  M.  Hawes,  attorney  for  Thos.  E. 
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AVatson,  contestant,  adjourned  until  2  oVlock  p.  ni.,  for  purpose  of  allowing  con- 
teatee's  attorney  the  opportunity  of  being  present  during  taking  evidence. 

Court  met  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  At  request  of  W.  M.  Hawes,  attorney  for  Tlios.  £. 
Watson,  contestant,  court  ad^journed  to  Thursday  morning,  10  o'clock,  February 
20.  1896. 

Court  convened  according  to  adjournment. 

C.  £.  McGregor,  swom  for  contestant,  testifies  as  follows: 

Q.  Where  do  yon  live! — A.  At  Warrenton,  Warren  County,  Ga. 

Q.  Where  were  you  born? — A.  Wilkes  County,  Ga. ;  have  live^  in  Georgia  ever 
since  date  of  my  birth;  served  in  Confederate  army  from  April  lb,  1861,  to  April  26, 
1865;  Democrat  all  my  life;  never  voted  any  other  ticket  except  for  Chas.  O'Connor 
against  Horace  Greeley  for  President,  in  1872,  until  the  election  of  1892,  when  I  voted 
or  Thomas  E.  Watson  against  James  C.  C.  Black. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  counties  now  composing  Tenth  Congres- 
sional district? — A.  About  thirty-six  years. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  Warren  County? — A.  About  twenty- 
seven  years. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  Sparta,  Ga.,  during  the  years  1892,  1893,  1894,  and  1895?— A. 
Frei|nently. 

i^.  State  what  you  know  about  a  negro  follower  of  Mr.  Watson  insulting  a  lady  at 
the  Sparta  Hotel. — A.  I  have  seen  a  statement  in  the  Democratic  press  to  the  effect 
that  when  Mr.  Watson  visited  that  hotel  in  1892  that  a  negro  demanded  admittance, 
was  resisted  by  the  landlady,  and  he  rudely  thrust  her  aside  and  entered,  claiming 
that  he  wanted  to  see  Mr.  Wutson,  his  Messiah.  I  was  present  at  hotel  at  the  time 
this  incident  was  said  to  have  occurred.  I  was  at  hotel  larger  part  of  the  time  from 
8.^  a.  m.  until  4  p.  m.  That  no  such  thing  occurred,  to  my  knowledge  or  belief. 
When  Mr.  Watson  and  myself  arrived  at  hotel  in  the  morning  was  assigned  rooms; 
<[uite  a  number  of  white  people,  supporters  of  Mr.  Watson,  came  into  the  corridor  of 
hotel,  expressing  a  desire  to  be  shown  to  his  room.  The  lady  proprietor  of  the  hotel 
met  them  and  asked  them  to  wait  a  moment,  and  held  a  consultation  with  her  husband; 
at  cooclnsion  of  consultation  he  stepped  through  a  door  leading  out  of  the  corridor; 
tiie  la<ly  proprietor  begged  me  to  ask  the  gentlemen  not  to  soil  her  house  by  spitting 
upon  floor.  Knowing  her  to  be  ascrnpulousl}'  clean  and  tidy  housekeeper  and  excel- 
lent provider  for  public  comfort,  I  told  the  gentlemen  that  Mr.  Watson  desired  a 
half  hour  restt  and  seclusion.  The  crowd  retired  to  the  veran<!a.  There  was  not  a 
negro  in  the  crowd.  The  veranda  was  occupied  by  Populists  and  Democrats.  The 
Democrats  were  Itadged  with  white  badges. 

After  endeavoring  with  Csiptaiu  Baxter  and  Democratic  executive  coratuittee  to 
arrange  for  Joint  debate  on  that  day  between  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Black,  Democratic 
papers  having  said  that  they  both  would  be  at  Sparta  on  that  day,  and  that  Mr.  Wat- 
son would  not  meet  Mr.  Black  in  debate,  1  returned  to  hotel  and  awaited  the  result 
of  my  visit  to  Captain  Baxter.  At  10  o'clock  Mr.  Watson  and  myself,  accompanied 
by  the  Populists  who  were  on  veranda,  repaired  to  the  court-house,  where  Mr.  Wat- 
son addressed  the  people,  amid  frequent  interruptions  and  jeers  from  Democrats,  for 
about  two  hours.  At  conclusion  of  his  speech,  we  returned  to  his  room  at  liorel. 
The  lady  proprietor  sent  special  messenger  to  Mr.  Watson,  requesting  that  he  and 
his  immediate  personal  friends  come  to  dining  room,  so  she  could  have  us  properly 
seated  before  she  opened  dining-room  doors  to  other  guests.  We  complied  with 
request.  After  being  seated,  the  doors  of  dining  room  were  opened,  and  the  table 
rapidly  filled  with  other  guests.  The  lady  proprietor  assisted  tne  servant  in  serving 
the  table.  While  thus  engaged  Mr.  Augustus  J.  Hill,  a  citizen  of  Warren  County,  a 
warm  personal  friend  of  Mr.  Watson  and  myself,  entered  the  dining-room  door.  Mr. 
Hill  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  influential  families  of  Warren  County, 
and  desired  to  speak  with  Mr.  Watson  on  important  business.  The  lady  proprietor 
met  him  as  he  entered  the  room,  and  told  him  he  must  not  come  in  there.  Mr.  Hill 
explained  the  object  of  his  visit,  but  she  declined  to  allow  him  to  approach  Mr.  Wat- 
son, and  insisted  that  he  should  retire  from  the  room.  Mr.  Hill  attempted  to  apolo- 
fize,  bnt  seeing  the  excited  condition  of  the  lady,  retired.  Mr.  Watson,  by  whom 
was  sitting,  directed  my  attention  to  the  insult  oflered  one  of  his  friends,  and  pro- 
posed that  we  retire  from  dining  room.  I  told  him  I  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
lady,  and  we  must  attribute  the  incident  to  her  excitable  disposition.  Noticing  that 
Mr.  Watson  was  not  eating  anything,  she  bestowed  marked  attention  by  insisting  if 
she  could  prepare  anything  that  he  really  desired.  Mr.  Watson  declined,  and  when 
I  finished  eating  my  dinner  we  retired  from  dining  room  without  Mr.  Watson's  par- 
taking of  the  good  dinner  which  she  had  prepared  for  the  occasion. 

About  2  o'clock  Mr.  Claude  Bennett,  of  the  Atlanta  Journal,  notified  us  that  the 
Democrats,  who  had  big  rally  and  barbecue  that  day,  declined  to  accept  Mr.  Watson's 
invitation  to  discuss  public  issues  that  afternoon  with  any  two  of  their  speakers. 
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Mr.  Watson  then  oonclnded  to  take  next  train  so  as  to  make  another  appointment. 
In  my  presence  he  asked  the  lady  proprietor  for  his  bill.  She  coanted  it  off  on  her 
fingers,  10  cents  for  cup  of  cofifee,  50  oents  for  room,  50  cents  for  dinner.  Mr.  Wat- 
son gave  her  $1.25,  and  without  waiting  for  change  took  hack  for  depot.  I  remained 
at  hotel  until  about  4  p.  m.  Was  informed  by  Claude  Beuuett  that  a  negro  claimed 
that  he  had  a  right  to  see  Mr.  Watson,  his  Messiah;  had  attempted  to  enter  the 
dining  room,  thus  offering  a  great  indignity  to  the  lady  proprietor;  that  he  hail  tele- 
graphed the  facts  to  his  paper.  I  told  him  that  he  had  made  a  mistake;  that  the 
party  who  attempted  aud  did  enter  dining  room  to  see  Mr.  Watson  was  Mr.  Augnsrus 
J.  Hill,  a  white  farmer  of  the  county  of  Warren.  The  lady  proprietor  gave  me  the 
15  cents  change  t^^at  was  due  Mr.  Watson  and  never  mentioned  that  she  was  dis- 
pleased with  our  sojourn  at  her  hotel.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  incident  as  related 
liy  Democratic  press  ever  occurred,  because  there  was  no  hour  or  time  daring  th** 
day  while  Mr.  Watsou  was  at  hotel  but  what  the  veranda  and  corridors  were  well 
peopled  with  Democrats,  and  their  chivalry  would  never  permit  a  negro  to  grossly 
insult,  in  their  presence  or  to  tbeir  knowledge,  a  white  lady,  withont  visiting  the 
severest  ])unishiuent  for  such  ruthauly  rudenc^ss.  I  snbsequently  stopped  a  ooaple  of 
days  at  this  same  hotel,  was  courteously  treated  by  lady  proprietor,  and  was  tnforme4l 
by  oue  of  the  nc^^ro  porters  that  no  such  incident  detailed  by  the  Democratic  pre^s 
occurred.  That  the  only  ne^^ro  who  came  \\p  hotel  steps  that  day  was  A.  £.  Wil- 
liams, chairman  of  liepubliouu  Cougressional  committee,  who  wanted  to  speak  to 
Mr.  McGregor.  Me  t<K)k  him  to  lower  end  of  veranda,  noticed  me  of  his  prec*enee, 
and  that  I  left  Mr.  Watson's  room,  came  ont  on  the  veranda,  and  held  a  conversation 
with  Williams. 

Q.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  Democrats  to  Mr.  Watsou  and  his  friends f — A. 
During  the  speaking  men,  stauiling  high  in  the  estimation  of  their  fellow- Democrats, 
attempted  to  break  up  the  meeting  by  throwing  insults  publicly  at  Mr.  Wateon, 
denouncing  him  as  a  J  ndas.  traitor,  and  a  Republican ;  they  also  paradcMl  a  brass  band 
aronnd  the  outskirts  of  the  crowd,  and  attempted  to  prevent  his  speaking  by  shouts, 
interruptions,  and  confusion.  After  Mr.  Watson  hakd  been  speaking  half  an  hour 
prominent  Democrats,  mounted  on  horseback,  bedecked  witii  white  beavers  and 
flowing  sashes,  would  ride  in  the  cr^wd  and  shout  to  the  assembled,  **  Free  barbe- 
cue is  now  spread  on  the  table  in  the  grove  at  factory,  to  which  you  are  invited  to 
partake  without  cost!"  Several  Democrats,  with  more  whisky  in  their  bodies  than 
sense  in  their  heads,  attempted  to  get  up  personal  difficulties  with  Popnliats  who 
were  more  intent  on  hearing  Mr.  Watson  than  contributing  to  lawlessness. 

O.  You  speak  of  two  political  meetings  at  Sparta  that  day.  Explain. — A.  On  the 
12th  of  that  month  Mr.  Watson  had  announced  and  pnblished  an  appointment  at 
Sparta  for  that  date,  the  25th.  On  the  I8th  of  same  month  the  Democratic  execntive 
committee  of  Hancock  County  announced  that  the  Democrats  wonld  hold  a  rally  at 
Sparta  on  the  25th,  the  day  which  Mr.  Watson  had  selected,  at  which  a  free  barbe- 
cue would  be  served.  A  notice  of  this  Democratic  meeting  was  furnished  the  ehair- 
manofthe  exeontive  committee  of  the  People's  Party.  This  notice  contained  an 
invitation  for  our  speakers  and  party  to  join  the  Democrats  as  debaters  and  gneets. 
This  correspondence  was  turned  over  to  Mr.  J.  L.  Driscol,  the  stenographer.  As 
farther  evidence  of  the  bulldozing  methods  of  the  Democrats  I  submit  the  following 
extract  from  the  stenographic  report  of  this  meeting: 

"To  show  the  desperate  straits  in  which  this  correspondence  placed  the  would-be 
masters  of  the  people,  I  must  throw  in  an  incident  parenthetically.  At  the  hotel, 
after  the  meeting  was  over,  I  got  in  conversation  with  oue  E.  S.  .lervey.  He  pro- 
claimed that  Mr.  Watson  had  declined  to  meet  Mr.  Black ;  this  to  me  by  the  way  of 
information.  1  respectfully  informed  him  that  I  had  correspondence  in  my  poeket 
that  enlightened  me  more  than  he  possibly  could,  at  the  same  time  showing  him  tho 
letters.  He  stepped  into  the  office  and  almost  immediately  returned  with  a  gentle- 
man whom  I  afterwards  learned  was  Mr.  Baxter.  Mr.  Baxter,  in  an  insulting  tone, 
demanded  to  see  the  letters  which  I  had  in  my  pocket.  I  replied  that  while  there 
was  nothing  of  a  secret  character  in  the  letters,  for  they  would  lie  pnblished,  yet  I 
declined  to  yield  to  what  was  put  in  the  form  of  a  command.  By  this  time  Mr.  Ham 
and  Mr.  James  Joined  the  group,  and  Mr.  Baxter  again  made  t)ie  demand,  saying 
that  one  of  the  letters,  he  thougUt.  was  his  personal  property.  I  replied  that  it  made 
no  difference  whose  property  it  was,  it  was  correspondence  of  a  public  character, 
read  at  a  public  meeting,  placed  in  my  possession,  and  nothing  but  brute  force  wonld 
get  it.  It  was  suggested  in  the  form  of  a  command  that  1  let  Mr.  Baxter  read  the 
letters.     That  I  declined." 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  efforts  of  the  Democrats  to  intimidate  at  Craw- 
fordville,  (la.  f — \.  I  was  on  the  stand  at  Crawfordville  during  the  joint  disonasion 
between  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Black,  (^ntlemen  who  had  been  admitted  to  the  stand 
by  the  comnitteeof  arrangements  did  not  hesitate  to  use  insulting  epithets  regarding 
Mr.  Watson.  I  prevented  a  personal  difficulty  occurring  npon  the  stand  iii  oonse- 
qnenoe  of  nngentlemanly  conduct  and  indecorous  language  by  Democrats.    While 
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Mr.  Watson  waa  speaking,  someone  to  the  right  of  stand,  in  a  crowd  which  had 
arrived  from  Athens  and  Atlanta,  threatened  to  siioot  Mr.  Watson.  Mr.  Watson 
overheard  the  threat  and  responded  to  it  by  denouncing  the  party  making  the  threat. 
I  was  afterwards  informed  by  a  Democrat  of  Glascock  County  that  he  stood  near  the 

Earty  making  the  threat ;  he  started  to  draw  a  pistol ;  a  countryman  standing  near 
ira  told  him,  '^  If  yon  draw  that  pistol,  I  will  kUl  yon.''  The  facts  tlms  stated  to  me 
were  communicated  to  Mr.  Pat  Walsh,  editor  of  Augusta  Chronicle,  with  the  informa- 
tion that  if  the  Chronicle  persisted  in  its  effort  to  belittle  Mr.  Watson  fur  promptly 
resenting  an  attempt  at  assassination,  that  I  would  make  the  facts  of  the  case  public. 
I  gave  >fr.  Walsh  the  facts. 

Q.  What  other  evidence  of  intimidation  f — A.  We  had  an  appointment  at  Wash- 
ington, Wilkes  County,  Ga.  While  on  the  train  on  oar  way  we  got  a  copy  of  the 
Augusta  Chronicle,  announcing  that  the  authorities  at  Washington  had  ordered  out 
local  military;  that  the  governor.  W.  J.  Northeii,  had  ordered  Col.  I.  C.  Levy,  of 
Augusta,  to  have  his  regiment  in  readiness  to  go  to  Washington,  Ga.,  at  a  moment's 
notice,  and  trains  had  been  provided  and  engines  under  steam  to  carry  them  to  scene  of 
coutiict.  Was  surprised  to  read  such  war! ike  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  Georgians 
to  prevent  a  native  (icorgian  from  exercising  the  right  of  free  speech.  We  arrived 
at  Washington ;  found  a  large  crowil  of  farmers,  unarmed,  awaiting  us.  Mounted 
couriers  ro<le  in  and  out  of  the  crowd.  The  platform  of  depot  was  filled  with  a  car- 
load of  cotfins.  Mr.  Watson  addressed  the  crowd  from  the  steps  of  a  carriage,  stat- 
ing that  we  had  come  there  to  hold  a  quiet,  peaceable  political  meeting;  that  the 
meeting  would  take  place,  as  announced,  at  the  Efiie  Pope  Park,  which  was  on  the- 
outskirts  of  the  town.  There  was  none  of  our  people  armed  or  knew  of  the  warlike 
preparations  that  had  been  made  by  the  Democrats  for  our  reception,  except  a  few 
who  saw  the  Augusta  Chronicle  on  the  train  which  bore  us  to  the  town.  As  an  evi- 
dence of  the  intense  partisanship  of  the  Democrats,  I  embody  in  my  evidence  this 
remarkable  admission  of  Judge  Williiim  M.  Keese,  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Wash- 
ington, to  the  Atlanta  Constitution,  in  an  interview  had  with  him  at  the  Kimball 
Honse  in  Atlanta  about  one  week  after  the  occurrence : 

[Extracts  from  the  Reese  interview.] 

*^\.  posse  of  100  meu  was  appointed  and  given  to  the  sheriff  in  case  they  needed  it. 
They  were  not  armed,  but  their  arms  were  secured  in  the  stores  and  could  have  been 
in  hand  within  a  very  few  minutes.  All  of  this  was  done  with  no  noisy  demonstra- 
tion, but  in  the  quietest  way  you  ever  saw.  And  to  show  you  how  determined  we 
were  to  have  good  order,  we  compelled  the  barrooms  to  close — compelled  them  with- 
out any  law  but  public  sentiment.  We  were  acting  for  the  good  of  the  community, 
and  that  no  trouble  ensued  is  proof  enough  that  we  did  w  isely .  I  don't  hesitate  to  say 
that  if  the  Third  Partyites  had  started  a  row  that  day  .there  would  have  been  a  great 
massacre  of  them,  for  we  were  ready  for  it,  and  any  good  citizen  of  Georgia  knows 
we  were  right  to  be.    It  was  no  foolish  scare ;  was  a  part  of  good  sense  and  wisdom.'* 

The  Irvine  Guards,  a  local  military  company,  was  kept  under  arms  in  their  armory 
daring  our  stay  in  the  city.  There  was  no  row  at  the  meeting,  and  Judge  fieese's 
massacre  did  not  occur. 

Q.  Who  is  Judge  William  M.  Reese  f  Is  he  a  man  of  ability  and  reputation  f — A. 
He  is  a  Northern  man  who  settled  in  Georgia  when  young,  and  has  grown  rich 
through  the  support  and  influence  of  the  men  and  their  fathers  whom  be  would 
have  emelly  massacred  if  the  slightest  provocation  should  have  furnished  the  pre- 
text. He  is  a  director  of  the  Georgia  Railroad  Hanking  Company ;  has  held  many 
ofBces  of  trust  and  honor;  when  in  the  active  practice  of  law  stood  at  the  head  of 
the  profession,  and  is  the  author  of  some  of  our  Georgia  legal  text-books.  No  man's 
counsels  in  State  affairs  have  been  more  highly  appreciated  or  wielded  a  greater  influ- 
ence in  Georgia  politics. 

Q.  What  action  did  the  Republicans  take  in  these  campaigns  between  the  Popu- 
lists and  Democrats? — A.  I  submit  the  following,  taken  from  the  Aug«sta  Chronicle, 
March  13,  1892 : 

'lynORSED  WATSON— REPUBLICANS  PICK  UP  GEORGIA'S  THIRD  PARTY  CONGRESS- 
MAN— ACTION  I'NANIMOUS,  BUT  AFTERWARDS  RECONSIDERED— TH KIR  INDORSE- 
MENT MIGHT  PREVENT  HIS  REELECTION. 

"  [Special.] 

^'Warrenton,  Ga.,  March  12. 

"The  Republican  convention  of  the  Tenth  district  met  in  the  court-house  here 
to-day  to  elect  delegates  to  the  national  convention  in  June.  The  meeting  was  pre- 
sided over  by  A.  E.  Williams,  colored.  Lyons,  of  Augusta,  and  J.  M.  Barnes,  white, 
of  Thomson,  were  elected  delegates  from  this  district.  Buck,  Pledger,  Johnson,  ana 
Pleasant  were  indorsed  for  delegates  at  large.  A.  £.  Williams  was  reelected  chair- 
man and  Robnck,  secretary. 
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**  Congressman  Thos.  £.  Wntson  was  nnaniniously  indorsed,  bnt,  on  motion  of  one  of 
the  dele<rates,  the  iDotion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

*^  1  learn  from  one  of  the  delegates  that  they  were  afraid  indorsing  Watson  might 
ruin  his  chances  of  reelection. 

**  I.  M.  Barnes,  T.  C.  Holden,  and  W.  H.  Stallings,  of  Augusta,  were  the  only  three 
white  men  conspicuous  among  the  black." 

Q.  What  is  the  politics  of  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  and  what  of  its  intiaence? — A. 
It  is  a  Democratic  newspaper  published  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  the  largest  commer- 
cial center  in  Tenth  Congressional  district.  It  wields  great  iuflnence  with  its  Dem- 
ocratic readers.  Has  but  little  influence  outside  of  towns  and  cities.  The  State 
Republican  convention,  held  in  Atlanta  August  29,  1894,  adopted  the  platform  con- 
taining the  following  planks: 

''Resolved,  That  we,  the  Republican  party,  in  State  convention  assembled,  do 
unqualifiedly  condemn,  as  an  enemy  to  our  party,  any  Republican  who  will  take  the 
stump  in  the  coming  campaign  for  the  organized  Democracy;  that  we  congratnlate 
onrselves  that  a  party  in  Georgia  lias  declared  in  favor  of  free  ballc»t  and  fair  count, 
and  that  the  Republicans  of  the  State  will  view  with  suspicion  any  and  all  Repub- 
licans who  shall  canva8s,  vote  for,  or  any  other  way  aid  the  Democratic  nominees  in 
the  October  election. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  party  of  Georgia  is  unworthy  of  the  support  and 
countenance  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and  should  be  retired  in  the  interest  of  good 
government." 

Court  adjourned  to  10  a.  m.,  February  21, 1896. 

Court  convened  according  to  adjournment. 

Maj.  C.  £.  McGregor  resumed  the  stand. 

Q.  Did  any  noted  Republicans  take  part  in  the  campaign  in  this  district  f — A.  I 
can  mention  a  few  from  personal  knowledge — Anthony  Wilson,  colored,  of  the 
county  of  Camden,  who  has  nerved  several  t«nns  as  representative  of  that  county  in 
Georgia  legiMlature  since  the  war.  Perhaps  he  is  the  leading  and  most  inHnential 
colored  ^e])nblicaii  in  the  State.  Recognizing  his  prominence  and  influence  with  the 
colored  voters  of  this  State  and  district,  the  Democratic  executive  committee,  through 
the  influence  of  the  father  of  Mr.  Boykin  Wright,  ita  chairman,  made  an  eflPort  to  get 
him  to  take  the  stump  against  Mr.  Watson.  He  visited  Augusta,  at  their  requtM«t. 
and  had  an  interview  with  them  on  that  subject.  Returning  to  Camden  County 
from  Augusta  he  stopped  at  Sandersville  to  hear  Mr.  Watson  speak.  The  Democrali'r 
papers  had  announced  that  a  great  surprise  would  be  sprung  on  Mr.  Watson  at  this 
meeting,  and  intimating  that  Anthony  Wilson  would  combat  Mr.  Watson.  Anthony 
Wilson  met  me  at  a  hotel  in  Sandersville  and  expressed  a  desire  to  see  and  hear  Mr. 
Watson,  with  whom  he  had  served  in  the  general  assembly.  He  t-old  me  that  Mr. 
Boykin  Wright's  father  had  asked  him  to  visit  Augusta  and  see  his  son,  who  wa.<t 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  Congressional  committee.  He  did  so,  and  they  endeav- 
ored, in  various  ways,  to  get  him  to  take  the  stump  against  Mr.  Watson.  He  derlinetl 
to  do  so.  I  asked  him  if  he  would  like  to  make  a  speech  setting  himself  right  before 
his  people.  He  said  he  was  astonished  that  the  Democrats  had  injected  him  into  the 
politics  of  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  as  a  campaign  document;  that  be  had 
the  highest  personal  regard  for  Mr.  Watson,  and  the  Democrats  should  not  use  him 
as  a  stick  to  fight  their  oattles,  and  if  reference  was  made  to  him  publicly  during  the 
speech  that  he  would  gladly  explain  his  position  toward  Mr.  Watson  and  the  Demo- 
cratic party;  that  if  he  wanted  to  be  a  rich  man  by  selling  out  himself  and  his  peo- 
ple, he  could  have  got  $10,000  from  the  committee  in  Augusta  as  easy  as  he  could  pick 
the  lines  from  the  dashboard  of  a  buggy.  During  Mr.  Watson's  speech  he  referred 
to  the  fact  that  the  Democrats  were  trying  to  array  prejudice  against  him,  because 
of  a  vote  he  had  cast  as  a  member  of  the  general  assembly,  and  that  Anthony  Wilson, 
being  the  party  directly  interested  in  that  vote,  would  be  brought  into  this  district 
to  combat  hin%  I  stated  that  Anthony  Wilson  was  there  to  speak  for  himself,  and 
Mr.  Watson  accorded  us  the  opportunity  and  I  introduced  Anthony  Wilson  to  the 
crowd. 

He  made  a  speech;  it  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Watson  and  exactly  opposite 
to  what  the  Democratic  papers  led  the  people  to  expect.  The  Democratic  papers  of 
the  following  day  accused  Wilson  of  being  a  ''  negro,  black  as  ace  of  spades,'*  and 
having  sold  out  to  the  Populists.  Our  next  appointment  was  at  Sparta,  where 
Anthony  Wilson  made  another  speech,  advocating  Mr.  Watson's  election.  In  jus- 
tice to  this  honest  man,  I  want  to  say  here  that  he  never  received  one  dollar  from 
myself,  Mr.  Watson,  or  any  of  Mr.  Watson  followers— before  this  campaign,  during 
this  campaign,  or  since  this  campaign. 

Q.  Do  ydu  know  of  any  other  noted  Republicans  who  took  part  in  the  campaign  f— 
A.  A.  £.  Williams,  chairman  of  the  Tenth  Congressional  committee,  was  active  in  his 
support  of  Mr.  Watson,  and  is  the  negro  man  who  went  up  on  steps  of  hotel  at  Sparta 
the  day  Mr.  Watson  made  his  speech  in  Sparta.    I  had  telegraphed  him  the  day 
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before  from  Tennille  to  meet  me  at  Sparta.  He  told  me  that  Mr.  Fleming,  of 
AugQsta,  Lamor  Fleming,  1  think  it  was,  as  Mr.  W.  H.  Fleming  has  since  disclaimed 
that  it  was  him,  called  to  see  him  the  night  before  at  Warrentou  and  wanted  to  know 
what  I  wanted  with  him  (Williams)  at  Sparta  and  they  offered  him  inducement  to 
sapport  Mr.  Black.  1  don't  know  how  Fleming  found  out  I  had  telegraphed 
Williams  unless  he  obtained  the  information  from  the  Weateru  Union  Company  at 
Augusta,  where  my  telegram  had  to  be  relaid. 

(^.  Do  yon  know  Kev.  H.  S.  Doyle,  and  anything  about  his  experience  in  the  cam- 
paign f — A.  Yes.  He  is  a  preacher  of  the  A.  M.  K.  church;  was  stationed  at  Sparta 
m  1892.  He  was  bom  in  Macou,  Ga.,  was  educated  in  Ohio,  and  I  believe  owned 
real  estate  in  Macou,  Ga.,  and  also  Sparta.  I  met  him  at  Mr.  Watson's  appointment 
at  Warrenton.  At  conclusion  of  Mr.  Wataon's  speech  he  asked  the  privilege  to  make 
a  speech  to  his  people,  the  negroes,  which  he  did.  Being  an  exceedingly  intelligent 
man  and  excellent  stump  speaker,  we  accepted  his  protier  to  enter  the  campaign  as  a 
public  speaker. 

Court  took  recess  until  2  o'clock. 

Court  convened  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  . 

C.  £.  McGregor  on  stand : 

He  entered  actively  into  the  campaign. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  personal  violence  being  offered  to  H.  S.  Doyle f — A.  After 
October  election  he  sought  refuge  at  Mr.  Watson's  house,  and  stated  that  he  had 
to  tlee  from  his  home  in  Sparta  to  save  his  life;  that  his  advocacy  of  Mr.  Watson's 
cause  incensed  the  Democrats  of  Hancock  County;  that  the  judge  of  county  court 
threatened  to  out  hiH  throat  with  a  pocketknife;  that  he  ran  and  the  ordinary  of  the 
county  fired  a  pistol  at  him  as  he  was  escaping;  he  stated  that  he  had  violated  no 
law;  asked  protection  of  Mr.  Watson,  as  he  wan  afraid  to  return  to  Hancock  County 
voluntarily  or  in  possession  of  the  officer  of  the  law.  I  have  been  informed  another 
effort  was  made  to  kill  him  in  Jefferson  County,  and  the  shot  that  was  intended  for 
Doyle  killed  a  white  farmer  named  .hio.  Hall,  who  was  a  Populist.  A  man  named 
Hux  from  South  Carolina  was  afterwards  arrested  charged  with  the  commission  of 
this  crime.  If  ever  Hux  was  tried  by  a  jury  for  the  commission  of  this  crime,  I  do 
not  recall  it.  He  died  shortly  thereafter,  and  it  is  rumored  that  upon  his  deathbed 
he  confessed  that  he  was  hired  to  kill  Doyle,  and  thought  it  was  Doyle  he  fired 
on  instead  of  Hall.  The  killing  took  place  at  night  at  the  conclusion  of  a  Populist 
meeting.  Doyle  was  also  arrested  while  traveling  on  Augusta  and  Sandersville  train 
by  an  Augusta  constable  without  a  warrant,  carried  to  the  common  jail  of  the  county 
of  Richmond,  and  confined.  A  warrant*  was  then  issued  charging  him  with  carrying 
concealed  weapons,  the  arresting  officer  having  found  a  pistol  in  the  pocket  of  an 
overcoat  belonging  to  Doyle,  and  which  he  did  not  have  on  his  person  at  the  time  of 
his  arrest. 

I  had  started  to  Augusta  to  make  arrangements  to  have  him  released  on  bond,  and 
stopped  over  at  Thomson  to  consult  Mr.  Watson.  This  was  on  Sunday.  Immediately 
after  arrival  of  train  from  Augusta  that  afternoon,  Doyle  made  his  appearance  at 
Ml .  Watson's  house.  He  was  very  much  excited ,  and  expressed  great  fear  from  threats 
maile  by  white  men  as  he  got  ofi'  the  train  at  the  depot  in  Thomson.  Shortly  after 
his  arrival  at  Mr.  Watson's,  a  reliable  negro  citizen  of  Thomson  communicated  to 
Mr.  Watson  and  myself  that  certain  white  men.  Democrats,  were  arranging  to  do 
bodily  violence  to  Doyle.  The  sheriff  also  called  and  stated  to  us  that  he  had 
received  similar  information,  but  that  he  would  use  his  official  power  for  protection 
of  Doyle  and  prevention  of  crime.  He  summoned  a  few  neighbors  as  a  posse  comi- 
tatus.  Mr.  Watson  had  told  Doyle  to  ninke  one  of  the  houses  in  his  yard  his  home, 
and  he  would  defend  him  a(>ainst  any  violence  with  his  life. 

Shortly  after  dark  the  mayor  of  Thomson,  accompanied  by  one  of  its  leading  phy- 
sicians, called  at  Mr.  Watson's  and  asked  for  a  conversation.  After  conversing  a  while 
Mr.  Watson  walkiMl  with  them  to  the  front  gate,  and  as  they  were  preparing  to  separate 
the  mayor  said :  '*Tom,  I  have  done  everything  that  I  could  do;  if  any  thing  happens 
now  don't  blame  me."  Mr.  Watson  replied:  ''I  am  entitled  to  protection,  and  yon 
tell  them  that  I  will  protect  this  negro  with  my  life,'^  or  words  to  that  effect.  A  mes- 
senger was  sent  to  see  what  was  going  on  down  in  the  town :  he  retunied  atidre])orted 
that  he  saw  a  crowd  of  men  along  in  the  shadows  of  the  house  and  fence  with  dis- 
guises upon  their  persons.  We  then  sent  messengers  to  a  couple  of  friends  living 
near  the  town,  but  in  the  country,  to  tell  them  what  had  occurred  and  what  was 
feared.  Later  in  the  night  we  had  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  lawless  band  had 
commenced  to  move. 

At  that  time  there  was  between  12  and  15  Populists  present,  and  were  sworn  in  as 
the  sheriff's  posse.  Mr.  Watson  took  charge  of  a  part  of  them  to  guard  the  ap- 
proaches of  one  side  of  the  premises  and  I  took  charge  of  the  other  squad  to  guard 
the  other  side.  We  had  determined  that  no  man  should  invade  those  premises  in 
pursuit  of  illegal  purpose.    That  night  between  75  and  125  citizens  of  McDuffie, 
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(Columbia,  Lincoln,  and  Warren  were  on  tbe  ground  to  protect  the  law. 
niained  on  gnard  all  night,  and  I>oy]e  wae  not  molested.  Shortly  after  the  occnrrence 
Doyle  went  to  Alabama.  Now  has  charge  of  Israel  Metropolitan  C.  M.  K.  Church, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  negroes  going  into  hotel  at  Crawfordville  at  tlie  cloee 
of  joint  debate  between  Mr.  Black  and  Mr.  Watson  at  that  place  f — A.  I  wae  in  front 
of  hotel  in  a  carriage  for  a  short  time  after  conclusion  of  speeches.  I  noticed  a  large 
number  of  negroes  in  the  hotel  and  a  negro  making  a  speech  from  steps  of  Hhe  same, 
denouncing  as  fools  any  white  man  that  would  vote  for  Mr.  Watson.  I  inquired 
what  it  meant,  and  was  informed  that  the  Democrats  who  bad  accompanied  Mr. 
Black  to  the  speaking  had  made  it  their  headquarters,  and  the  negro  wai»  drunk. 

Q.  Some  reference  has  been  made  to  a  letter  written  by  you  to  Mr.  Watson,  from 
Teiinille,  Washington  County,  concerning  the  campaign  and  special  electiou  for  Con- 
gressman f — A.  I  made  a  four  or  five  days'  campaign  in  Washington  County  a  few 
days  previous  to  the  special  election  in  1895.  I  round  the  negroes  afraid  to  attend 
meetings  at  night  because  of  the  political  murder  of  Mr.  John  Hall,  of  that  county, 
when  the  attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  Doyle.  They  would  gather  in  squads  of 
five  or  six  ou  a  large  space  of  ground,  but  would  not  gather  up  in  a  congregated 
mass  around  the  stand.  They  told  me  they  were  too  scared  to  get  together  in  large 
crowds  at  night  where  thev  could  be  fired  into.  I  was  told  that  the  Democrats  were 
going  to  try  to  get  the  bulk  of  the  negro  vote  massed  at  Sanders ville  and  eontrol 
their  ballots.  '!u>  counteract  this  movement  I  advised  that  two  or  three  hundred  of 
our  white  voters  reach  Sandersville  by  sunup,  morning  of  election,  and  by  the  power 
of  their  presence  enable  every  man  to  vote  as  he  pleased.  I  communicated  these 
facts  to  Mr.  Watson.  Mr.  Watson  informs  me  that  in  answering  a  call  of  nature  in 
the  woods  near  Mr.  Jordan  Norriss',  of  Warren  County,  that  he  thinks  be  used  this 
identical  letter.  The  Augusta  Chronicle  states  that  this  letter  was  picked  up  by  a 
Democrat  and  forwarded  to  them  for  publication.  As  the  letter  has  not  been  pro- 
duced in  evidence,  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  it  bears  unmistakable  evidence 
of  having  bet^n  used  as  designated  by  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Were  any  indignities  oifored  to  public  advocates  of  Populism  in  Georgia?— 
A.  Yes;  General  Weaver,  a  Federal  general,  who  fought  to  preserve  the  Union,  was 
treated  with  discourtesy,  indignation,  and  rotten  eggs.  In  the  towns  of  Waycroas, 
Columbus,  and  Macon,  Mrs.  Ellen  Lease,  who  accompanied  him  in  the  campaign, 
did  not  escape  similar  indignities,  and  they  were  forced  to  abandon  their  engage- 
ment in  Atlanta  and  other  cities  through  fear  of  similar  treatment.  Col.  C.  C.  I'ost. 
a  Northern  man,  but  a  citizen  of  the  State,  and  Col.  W.  L.  Peek,  a  native  Georgian, 
were  assailed  by  a  mob  in  one  of  the  towns  of  southwest  Georgia  at  night  as  they 
were  attempting  to  board  the  |>ruiii.  Culouel  Peek  haM  never  thoroughly  recovered 
from  injuries  inflicted  that  night.  J.  B.  Osborn,  another  Populist  speaker,  was 
repeatedly  asHailed  and  personal  violence  averted  by  his  escaping  from  their 
clutches.  It  was  a  common  thing  to  read  notices  in  the  Democratic  press  that  Mr. 
Watson  would  be  treated  with  stale  hen  fruit  if  he  visited  certain  towns  and  cities. 
Personal  insult  was  offered  him  at  Washington,  Ga.,  and  violence  to  his  person  pre- 
vented by  the  presence  of  a  few  friends. 

Court  adjourned  until  Monday  morning,  February  24,  1896,  10  o'clock. 
Court  opened  according  to  adjournment. 

C.  E.  McGRKGOR  resumed  the  stand: 

Q.  Did  the  liquor  question  play  any  part  in  the  campaigns  of  this  district? — A. 
Yes ;  contest  had  occurred  under  local-option  law  in  McDuffie  County,  where  Mr. 
Wat-son  resides,  and  in  Richmond  County,  where  Mr.  Black  resides;  each  of  these 
gentlemen  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Watson  voted  against  the  sale 
of  liquor,  and  Mr.  Black  voted  for  the  sale.  This  he  admitted  in  pubflc  debate  with 
Mr.  Watson  at  Sandersville.  At  each  of  the  joint  debates  in  1892,  at  Crawfordville, 
Sparta,  Sandersville,  and  Thomson,  special  trains  were  run  in  Mr.  Black's  interest, 
in  which  was  carried  liquors,  and  freely  dispensed  to  the  inhabitants  in  these  conn- 
ties  tbat  would  ask  for  it.  This  was  done  in  plain  violation  of  tbe  local-option  laws 
of  these  counties,  of  which  Thomson  and  Sandersville  are  the  county  seats.  In  the 
town  of  Warrenton,  which  has  had  a  prohibitory  law  in  force  since  1877,  the  Demo- 
cratic committee,  in  the  interest  of  J.  C.  C.  Black's  candidacy,  established  head- 
quarters for  J.  C.  C.  Black  in  two  rooms  upstairs  in  the  building  immediately  opposite 
the  court-house,  in  which  liquors  were  freely  given  away  to  anyone  that  woula  visit 
headquarters  and  ask  for  the  same.  These  rooms  were  kept  open  day  and  night  for 
a  considerable  length  of  time  during  the  campaign.  They  were  visited  by  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  and  encouraged  by  men  who  claim  to  be  Prohibitionists  and  opposed 
to  the  sale  and  use  of  liquor.  No  one  has  ever  been  prosecuted  or  punished  uy  the 
courts  for  this  open  violation  of  law. 

Q.  Why  do  you  suppose  there  were  no  prosecutions,  as  these  were  prohibition 

^'^unties  and  the  law  clearly  violated  f — A.  Because  of  the  fact  that  the  prosecuting 

?itors  and  the  judges  belonged  to  the  political  party  which  was  violating  the  law. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  John  Barnes,  of  McDnffle  County,  and  anything  about  his 
politics t — A.  He  is  a  Kepublioan  and  is  the  present  chairman  of  the  Republican 
executive  committ«e  of  this  Congressional  district  and  delegate  to  the  Republican 
national  convention.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Thomson  by  the  Harrison 
Administration,  and  Mr.  Thos.  K.  Watson,  the  contestant,  became  his  bondsman. 
For  this  act  of  personal  friendship  Mr.  Watson  was  denounced  by  the  Democrats. 
Mr.  Barnes  supported  Mr.  Watson  in  each  of  his  campaigns,  because  he  believed  the 
surest  and  best  way  to  get  a  free  ballot  and  fair  count  was  to  p^ce  the  Populists  in 
power  in  Georgia. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Jos.  Barrett,  of  Richmond  County  f — A.  Have  known  him  over 
thirtv  years.  I  never  heard  anything  against  his  character,  integrity,  or  social 
standing  until  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  Democratic  bosses  of  Richmond 
County  and  became  a  Populist.  Himself,  his  brothers,  and  his  family  were  always 
considered  among  the  best  people  of  the  city  of  Augusta,  and  he  stood  sufficiently 
high  in  the  Democratic  party  of  his  county  to  be  selectea  to  represent  them  in  the 
general  assembly. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Georgia  legislature  which  passed  the  existing  regis- 
tration law,  and  what  do  you  know  regarding  it? — A.  I  was  a  member  of  the  senate 
of  the  session  of  1894  and  1895.  The  present  law  was  passed  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
last  day  of  the  session  of  1894.  A  joint  committee  of  the  house  and  senate  was 
appointed  to  prepare  a  registration  law.  The  president  of  the  senate  appointed  roe 
as  one  of  the  members  of  that  body  on  said  committee.  I  was  never  notified  of  a 
meeting  of  the  committee  to  take  part  in  its  deliberations.  W.  H.  Fleming,  the 
speaker  of  the  house,  notiHed  me  that  he  had  drafted  a  bill  and  invited  me  to  his 
room  to  hear  it  read.  It  was  introduced  in  the  house,  I  think,  November  21.  Rep- 
resentative Giles,  of  Houston  County,  who  was  regarded  as  a  Republican  and  after- 
wards as  an  Independent,  offered  an  amendment  making  this  law  to  take  eflfect  in 
1896,  instead  of  1895.  The  debate  on  this  amendment  developed  that  the  bill  was 
intended  by  its  ft*amer  to  govern  a  special  election  for  Congressman  lYom  the  Tenth 
Congressional  district,  which  was  expected  to  occur  in  1895.  At  the  time  of  this 
discussion  there  was  no  vacancy  in  the  Tenth  Congressional  district.  This  amend- 
ment was  defeated. 

Numerous  other  amendments  calculated  to  rob  it  of  its  partisanship  were  offered 
by  Populists  and  Democrats,  each  of  which  met  defeat.  This  bill  came  to  the  senate 
about  December  8  or  9,  and  was  referred  to  general  judiciary  committee  and  consid- 
ered by  the  same  and  its  chairman  instructed  to  report  it  back  to  the  senate  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  iiefore  the  report  of  the  chairman  of  the 
general  judiciary  committee  was  read  to  the  senate,  Mr.  W.  H.  Fleming,  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  a  member  from  Richmond,  the  residence  of  Mr.  .1 .  C.  C. 
Black,  contestee,  requested  the  chairman  to  reconvene  the  committee,  reopen  the 
bearing  on  the  registration  bill,  as  he,  W.  H.  Fleming,  desired  to  be  heard  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  consente<l,  and  the  committee 
was  called  together.  The  speaker  of  the  house,  Mr.  W.  H.  Fleming,  threatened  that 
the  house  of  representatives  would  withhold  action  on  an  important  senate  bill 
unless  the  committee  reconsider  its  action  and  permit  the  registration  bill  to  oome 
to  a  vote  in  the  senate. 

He  accused  the  president  of  the  senate,  who  was  a  Democrat,  of  having  made  a 
deal  with  myself  and  other  Populists  by  and  through  which  the  passage  of  the 
registration  bill  would  be  defeated.  After  quite  a  stormy  session  the  committee 
rescinded  its  former  action  and  decided  to  report  the  bill  back  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  pass.  It  was  reported  back  to  the  senate  on  morning  of  11th  of 
December  and  made  special  order  for  4  p.  m.  I  opposed  its  passage  because  of  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  general  national  election  to  occur  in  Georgia  in  the  year  1895, 
and  I  opposed  its  passage  because  its  extreme  eftbrt  to  subjugate  the  freedom  of  the 
ballot  to  party  machinery.  It  placed  the  franchise  of  the  citizen  in  the  hands  of 
three  registrars,  who  would  owe  their  appointment  and  tenureof  office  to  a  judiciary 
that  was  selected  and  virtually  eleot^dd  by  a  Democratic  caucus  and  not  by  the  peo- 
ple or  their  accredited  representatives.  I  opposed  it  because  unlimited  power  was 
given  to  these  registrars  from  whose  decision  there  was  no  appeal.  Various  amend- 
ments were  offered  in  the  house  and  senate  to  cure  it  of  partisanship,  but  each  effort 
was  promptly  voted  down  by  the  Democratic  majority.  On  its  final  passage  the 
Populist  members  of  the  senate  divided,  three  voting  for  its  passage  and  three  voting 
against  it. 

Court  took  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Court  convened  according  to  adjournment. 

C.  £.  McGregor  resumes  the  stand: 

There  was  no  demand  from  the  people  for  a  registration  law,  but  there  was  a 
strong  demand  for  an  election  law  that  would  prevent  partisan  boards  of  election 
managers  from  throwing  out  the  votes  of  whole  militia  precincts  and  otherwise 
manipulating  election  returns  in  the  interest  of  their  political  friends.    I  introduced 
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a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  prepare  an  election  law 
embodying  the  Australian  ballot  system,  by  and  through  whicn  the  free  ballot  and 
fair  count  could  be  obtained.  The  Democrats  objected  to  its  passage,  and  had  it 
referred  to  a  committee,  which  meant  its  sure  death,  and  1  afterwanls  withdrew  it. 
One  or  more  election  bills  were  introduced,  and  were  strangled  in  committee  rooms. 
I  believe  that  the  registration  bill  alluded  to  was  prepared  and  passed  for  the  express 
purprme  of  preventing  the  election  of  Thos.  £.  Watson  over  Jas.  C.  C.  Black  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia,  should  a  vacancy  occur  and  the  governor 
order  an  election  to  fill  same.  That  my  belief  was  well  founded  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  a  vacancy  did  occur  in  the  Tenth  district  and  the  provisions  of  this  regis- 
tration bill  were  enforced  in  the  election  held  to  fill  said  vacancy.  While  in  Muscogee 
County,  in  (he  western  part  of  the  State,  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  office  of  repre- 
sentative in  the  general  assemblv  through  the  death  of  one  of  its  sitting  memlters, 
an  election  was  ordered  and  held  without  observing  or  respecting  the  requirements 
of  said  registration  law,  and  the  member  so  elected  was  sworn  m  and  admitted  to 
his  seat  in  the  general  assembly. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  any  extreme  partisanship  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  boards 
of  registrars? — A.  I  went  before  the  board  of  registrars  in  the  county  of  Warren  dnr- 
ing  tne  filteen  days  the  law  requires  they  should  perfect  a  list  of  registered  voters  to 
call  their  attention  to  the  name  of  a  voter  which  was  not  entitled  to  remain  on  the 
list.  The  registrars  declined  to  take  action  unless  the  charge  was  sustained  by  affi- 
davits. I  produced  the  affidavit  of  the  man's  brother,  alleging  that  he  w^m  a  tax 
defaulter,  and  the  record  from  the  family  Bible  sustaining  the  affidavit.  I  also  pro- 
duced the  execution  docket,  which  was  made  and  prepared  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Hubert,  the 
chairman  of  board  of  registrars  when  he  was  tax  collector  for  the  county  of  Warren. 
The  chairman  declined  to  receive  the  evidence  or  have  the  challenged  voter  sum- 
moned to  show  cause  why  his  name  should  not  be  stricken,  as  the  law  directed. 
I  insisted  that  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  registrars  should  not  act  aa  witness, 
jury,  and  judge.  Whereupon  he  threatened  to  make  an  arrest  of  myself;  left  the 
room,  declaring  that  he  would  bring  the  sheriff  and  have  the  room  cleared.  Upon 
his  return  I  again  asked  that  he  have  challenged  voter  summoned  to  show  cause 
why  his  name  should  not  be  stricken.  Whereupon  they  concluded  to  take  a  vote 
as  to  the  necessity  of  issuing  summons.  The  other  Democratic  registrar,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Johnson,  who  is  father-in-law  of  the  challenged  voter,  siding  witn  the  chairman, 
made  the  majority  of  the  board  opposed  to  issuing  the  summons.  The  summons  was 
not  issued,  and  the  accused  name  was  allowed  to  remain  on  the  list  of  thoee  legally 
entitled  to  vote. 

Court  adjourned  until  10  o*clock  February  25,  1896. 

Court  convened  according  to  adjournment. 

C.  £.  McGREGOK  resumes  the  stand : 

Q.  What  evidences  can  you  give  indicating  fraud  in  the  election  for  Congressman 
in  Tenth  Congressional  district  held  in  the  city  of  Augusta  in  1894  f — A.  The  pub- 
lished returns  show  there  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  16,000  votes  polled  in  the 
county  of  Richmond,  of  which  Augusta  is  the  county  seat,  while  the  United  States 
census  of  1890  shows  the  male  population  over  21  years  of  age  to  be  a  little  over 
11,000.  The  further  fact  that  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Black,  the  contestee,  virtually  admitted 
that  fraud  had  been  committed  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Watson,  the  contestant,  agroeiujx 
to  resign  the  commission  of  election.  The  farther  fact  that  he  did  resign  it.  Also 
a  public  letter  published  by  Mr.  Boykin  Wright,  chairman  of  the  Democratic  exec- 
utive committee  of  this  district,  in  which  he  admits  that  great  wrongs  were  com- 
mitted in  said  election  by  the  followers  of  Mr.  Black,  and  attempts  to  justify  it  by 
asserting  that  great  excitement  was  produced  by  Mr.  Watson's  campaign,  and  the 
Democrats  anticipated  similar  frauds  would  be  committed  by  Mr.  Watson's  followers 
in  the  Populist  counties  of  the  district.  It  was  also  a  common  boast  of  the  Demo- 
crats around  the  hotels  that  men  voted  10  to  60  times,  and  that  some  negroes  make 
as  much  as  $6  on  the  day  of  election  by  voting  at  10  cents  per  vote.  I  hare  be^^u 
informed  by  Democrats  that  N.  A.  Wicker  and  other  citizens  of  Warren  County  were 
represented  at  the  ballot  box  by  votera  and  the  votes  received,  when  those  citizens 
were  never  residents  of  the  county  of  Richmond  or  the  city  of  Augusta. 

C.  E.  McGregor. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

Thos.  J.  Cummixg, 
Ordinary  of  Warren  Conn  tiff  Ga,,  Judge  Pre»iking. 

Exhibit  B. 

Mr.  AUGUSTUS  J.  HILL,  being  sworn,  testifies  as  follows: 

Q.  Mr.  Hill,  are  you  a  resident  of  Warren  County?    If  so,  how  long  have  yon 
been? — A.  I  was  bom  in  Warren  County,  in  1850,  and  have  been  absent  from  the 
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coanty  four  yean  since.    Daring  these  four  years  I  lived  in  McDufQe  and  Lincoln 
counties.    I  returned  to  Warren  in  1889, 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  Sparta,  Ga.,  in  1882,  when  Mr.  Watson  spoke  f — A.  Tea,  I 
was  there. 

Q.  During  the  day  did  you  attempt  to  see  Mr.  Watson  at  Sparta  hotel  f — ^A.  After 
the  speaking  I  went  to  the  hotel  to  see  Mr.  Watson,  and  went  into  the  dining  room 
to  see  Mr.  Watson,  and  was  met  hy  the  landlady,  and  before  I  had  time  to  speak  to 
Mr.  Watson  she  ordered  me  to  leave  the  room;  said  I  could  see  him  in  the  office. 
She  seemed  to  be  mad  and  excited,  and  told  me  to  leave  the  room,  f  left  the  room 
and  be^ffed  to  be  excused  for  the  intrusion. 

Q.  Did  her  excited  manner  attract  the  attention  of  people  in  the  dining  room  to 
yonf — A.  It  did.  It  appeared  that  every  person  in  the  room  was  attracted  to  me  by 
her  excited  manner.  I 

Q.  What  was  your  condition  and  personal  appearance  at  that  timet — A.  I  had 
ridden  in  a  buggy  about  20  miles.  The  day  was  hot  and  dusty.  I  am  a  farmer  and 
wore  the  ordinary  slouch  hat  and  suit  of  farmers.  I  heard  since  the  landlady  took 
me  for  a  negro,  and  for  that  reason  ordered  me  from  the  dining  room. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  hotel  during  the  afternoon,  and  did  you  see  any  negro,  other 
than  those  employed  at  the  hotel,  in  said  hotel  f — A.  I  was  at  the  hotel  until  Mr, 
Watson  left  it;  did  not  see  any  negro  attempt  to  enter  it. 

Q.  If  any  negro  had  offered  a  gross  insult  to  the  landlady,  would  you  have  been 
apt  to  know  itT— A.  I  would,  as  I  did  not  leave  the  hotel  until  late  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  intimidation  practiced  by  Democrats  upon  negroes  at  the 
election  at  Norwood,  in  this  county,  in  1892  f — A.  Cal  Pitts,  a  negro,  told  me  that  the 
JOemoorats  said  they  would  whip  him  if  he  did  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  On 
the  day  of  election  Mr.  Ed  Braidshaw  told  Cal  if  he  did  not  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket  he  would  have  to  leave  his  place.  Mark  Pitts,  CaFs  brother,  offered  him  his 
wagon  to  move  in.  Mr.  Bradshaw's  son  Tom  struck  Mark  with  a  stick  over  his 
hea^l  and  drew  the  blood.  He  bled  like  a  hog.  Some  Populist  white  men  went  to 
Mark's  assistance  and  prevented  further  damage.  It  was  a  common  thing  for 
Democrats  to  threaten  colored  laborers  with  discharge  if  they  voted  the  Populist 
ticket.    Many  voters  were  deterred  thereby  £rom  voting. 

Augustus  J.  HitL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  February,  1896. 

ThoS.  J.  CUMMIKG, 

Ordinary  and  Judge  PreMing, 
Court  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  Wednesday  morning,  February  26, 1896. 

Exhibit  C. 

Court  opened  at  time  appointed,  and  F.  R.  POOL,  being  sworn,  says: 

Q.  Mr.  Pool,  do  you  know  of  any  partisan  action  on  the  part  of  registrars  of  War- 
ren County  in  preparing  voters'  list  from  registration  book  for  the  special  election 
for  Congressman  trom  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  1^5  f — A.  The  ooard  of  regis- 
trars of  Warren  County  served  notice  on  Warren  Turner,  a  colored  citizen  of  said 
county,  to  appear  before  them  at  court-house  to  show  cause  why  his  name  should 
not  be  stricken  from  list  of  voters.  Warren  Turner  was  in  my  employ  as  farm  hand. 
Asked  me  to  go  with  him  to  the  court-bouse  to  see  why  they  wanted  to  strike  his 
name.  The  cnairman  of  board  of  registrars,  Mr.  J.  P.  Hubert,  who  was  tax  collector 
of  the  county  of  Warren  from  1879  to  1892,  and  who  had  charge  of  the  registration 
books  by  virtue  of  his  office  during  those  years,  stated  that  Warren  Turner  was  due 
taxes  from  the  year  1882  up  to  the  present  time.  Turner  produced  tax  receipt  for  year 
1882.  Mr.  Hubert  then  said,  '*You  can  not  show  any  others."  Warren  Turner 
informed  him  that  he  was  tax  free,  being  over  a^e  in  the  year  1882.  Mr.  J.  P.  Hubert, 
chairman  of  the  board,  admitted  that  was  true  in  the  presence  of  the  board,  and  that 
in  1882  Judge  £.  H.  Pottle,  of  the  northern  circuit  of  Georgia,  furnished  him  (J.  P. 
Hubert,  tax  collector)  evidence  that  the  said  Warren  Turner  was  tax  free  in  that 
year,  and  he,  as  tax  collector,  entered  his  name  every  year  thereafter  on  the  list  of 
voters  of  Warren  County  as  tax  free,  and  the  reason  they  had  summoned  him  to  appear 
now  was  becaune  of  the  fact  that  in  registering  in  1895,  under  *oath  he  had  given  his 
age  as  60  years  old.  The  said  Warren  Turner  claimed  that  was  an  error,  and  prof- 
fered to  take  oath  that  he  had  been  tax  free  since  1882.  The  board  declined  to  qual- 
ify him,  and  struck  bis  name  because  he  did  not  produce  tax  receipts  for  the  years  he 
was  tax  free,  as  had  been  evidenced  by  the  boara  by  the  statement  of  its  chairman, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Hubert.  The  said  Warren  Turner  had  always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket 
for  tax  collector  and  other  officials  up  to  1892,  after  which  time  he  voted  against  the 
said  J.  P.  Hubert,  tax  collector,  and  for  the  Populist  ticket.  The  said  J.  P.  Hubert 
was  a  Democrat,  and  was  defeated  for  the  office  of  tax  collector  by  a  Populist  in  1898. 
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Q.  Where  do  yon  live,  and  what  is  yonr  occupation  f — ^A.  I  am  a  farmer,  and  hftTe 
lived  in  Warren  Connty  all  of  my  life.    I  am  now  45  yean  old. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hold  office  in  Warren  County  f — A.  I  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners,  and  resigned  the  same  to  serve  the  county  as  representativo 
in  1894  and  1895  in  the  ffcneral  assembly. 

Q.  Did  said  Warren  Turner  offer  to  vote  at  the  special  election  held  for  Congreea- 
man  in  1895 1 — A.  Warren  Turner  offered  to  vote  on  day  of  election,  and  tendered  a 
ballot  for  Thomas  £.  Watson.  The  managers  of  the  election  refused  to  receive  the 
same,  because  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  list  of  voters  furnished  them  by  the 
registrars,  of  which  Mr.  J.  P.  Hubert  was  chairman. 

F.  R.  Pooi^ 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  26th  February,  1896. 

T.  J.  CUMMINO, 

Judge  and  Ordimor^,  Prttidimg, 
Court  adjourned  until  Friday  morning,  February  28, 1806. 

Exhibit  D. 
Court  opened  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  H.  A.  HALLIBIAN,  being  sworn,  testifies  as  follows: 

Q,  Mr.  Halliman,  how  old  are  you,  and  how  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  War* 
ren  County  f — A.  1  am  43  years  old;  was  bom  in  Warren  County,  and  was  oat  of  the 
county  firom  the  age  of  3  years  until  13  years  old,  at  which  time  I  resided  in  Quit- 
man County ;  then  moved  back  to  Warren  County. 

Q.  What  is  your  vocation! — A.  I  aui  a  farmer. 

Q.  To  what  political  party  have  you  always  belonged  t — ^A.  Democratic  party  until 
18&;  then  Joined  the  Populists. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  the  registrars'  court  in  1895  at  Warrenton  when  they  were  pre- 

Saring  a  voters'  list  from  the  registration  book  for  special  election  for  Congreeaman 
rom  this  district? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  you  attend  said  court  f — A.  There  were  many  negroea 
who  had  paid  their  taxes  and  received  notices  firom  the  board  of  registrars  to  appear 
before  them  and  answer  why  their  names  should  not  be  stricken  from  the  voters^ 
list.    For  that  reason  I  appeared  by  the  request  of  the  negroes  to  assist  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  where  parties  were  improperly  stricken  I — 
A.  Elisas  Halliman,  a  negro,  was  stricken  from  the  list  because  it  appeared  that  ho 
had  not  paid  poll  tax  for  1^2,  at  which  time  he  was  over  age  and  produced  unmis- 
takable evidence  to  prove  that  he  was  over  age.  1  also  know  of  another  caae  of  one 
Peter  Danley,  a  negro,  who  was  stricken  from  the  list  because  it  appeared  that  his 
poll  tax  for  1894  was  unpaid.  He  offered  to  produce  reputable  witness  to  prove  that 
ne  had  paid  them,  but  tne  registrars  refused  to  hear  the  witness,  and  he  was  stricken. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  board  acted  in  a  very  partisan  manner,  and  struck  many 
names  improperlv  from  the  listf — A.  I  do;  but  I  kept  no  account  of  the  names,  asl 
thought  it  would  be  useless.    The  action  of  the  registrars  was  extremely  arbitrary. 

Q.  Did  the  registrars  summon  many  negroes  before  them  to  show  cause  why  their 
names  should  not  be  stricken  from  voters'  listf — A.  They  did. 

Q.  Did  they  show  them  proper  respect  and  give  proper  attention  to  the  evidence 
that  they  offered  to  produce  to  show  cause  why  their  names  should  not  be  stricken  f— 
A.  No;  uiey  treated  some  in  a  most  arbitrary  manner,  and  refused  to  hear  any  of 
their  evidence,  and  consequently  they  were  stricken. 

Q.  Do  vou  recall  any  other  name  improperly  stricken  from  the  voters'  listf — ^A. 
Tes ;  Will  Beall,  a  ne^ro,  about  30  years  old,  was  stricken  from  the  voters'  list  with- 
out receiving  any  notification  from  the  board  of  registrars,  as  the  law  prescribes.  He 
tendered  his  ballot  on  day  of  election,  but  as  his  name  did  not  appear  on  voters'  list 
his  ballot  was  not  received.  He  produced  all  tax  receipts,  and  was  willing  to  take 
the  oath  that  he  was  entitled  to  vote,  but  he  was  refusea.  There  were  3  others 
who  offered  to  take  the  oath  that  they  were  qualified  voters,  but  as  their  names  did 
not  appear  on  tiie  voters'  list  as  prepared  by  the  board  of  registrars  for  that  militia 
district  the  managers  refused  them.  Each  one  of  these  voters  presented  a  ballot  for 
Thos.  E.  Watson. 

H.  A.  Haixixan. 

fiwom  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  February,  1896. 

Thos.  J.  Cummino, 
Ordinary  and  Jndge^ 

Court  adjourned  at  4  p.  m.  Friday,  February  28, 1896. 
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QsOROiA,  Warren  C&tmtjf: 

In  matter  of  contest  of  'fhoe.  £.  Watson  v.  Jas.  C.  C.  Black,  for  Representative  in 
the  Fifty- fourth  Congress  Arom  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia,  I,  Thos. 
J.  Cnmming,  ordinary  of  Warren  Conntv,  chosen  by  contestant  as  the  officer  before 
whom  evidence  was  to  be  taken  in  this,  Warren  County,  did,  by  virtue  of  said  selec- 
tion, in  presence  of  notice  served  before  contestee,  cause  to  C4>me  before  me  at  court- 
house in  Warrenton,  said  county,  on  the  19th  day  of  February,  1896,  C.  £.  McGregor, 
a  witness  for  contestant.  No  one  appearing  for  contestee,  I  adjourned  hearing  until 
90th  day  of  February,  1896,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  said  C.  £.  McGregor  was  sworn 
and  testified  as  set  out  in  foregoing  evidence,  said  McGregor  occupying  all  of  the 
20th  day  of  February,  1896,  when  amoumment  was  had  until  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  21st 
day  of  February,  1^,  when  said  McGreffor  again  occupied  the  stand  as  witness 
until  a4ioumment  that  p.  m.  to  Monday,  February  24.  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  said 
McGregor  again  took  the  witness  stand,  and  remained  on  same  till  the  hour  of 
ft4]oumment,  3  p.  m.,  to  Tuesday,  February  25, 1896,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  said 
McGregor  resumed  the  witness  stand  and  remained  until  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  he 
eloeed:  and  Augustus  J.  Hill,  witness  for  contestant,  was  sworn,  and  testified  as  per 
Exhibit  B,  when  court  a^Joorned  to  Wednesday,  February  26,  1896,  at  10  o'clock 
a.  m..  when  F.  R.  Pool,  witness  for  contestant,  was  sworn,  and  testified  as  per 
Exhioit  C,  and  elosed;  when  court  adjourned  to  Friday^  February  28, 1896,  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m.  When  court  convened  H.  A.  HoUiman,  witness  for  contestant,  was 
•worn,  and  testified  as  per  Exhibit  D,  and  occupied  the  stand  till  4  p.  m.,  when  court 
atUoomed  sine  die. 

I  certify  that  the  signatures  of  the  witnesses  signed  to  these  several  depositions 
are  the  genuine  signatures  of  these  witnesses,  ana  that  all  of  said  witnesses  were 
duly  sworn ;  that  tne  written  evidence  marked  Exhibits  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  which  is 
herewith  inclosed,  was  introduced  in  evidence  by  contestant. 

Thos.  J.  Ccmminq, 
Ordinary,  Warren  County,  Qa.,  Judge  Preeiding, 

Exhibit  £. 

State  of  Gkoboia,  CoMPTROLLBR-GsinBRAL's  Offick, 

Atlanta,  December  17, 1895. 

I,  Wm.  A.  Wright,  comptroUer-seneral,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  following 
amounts  of  poll  taxes  were  collectea  and  paid  over  to  tne  proper  authorities  in  Rich- 
mond County  for  the  years  mentioned,  as  shown  by  the  books  and  records  of  file  in 
tills  office: 

For  year  1891 $3,860 

For  year  1892 3,882 

For  year  1893 2,584 

For  year  1894 4,992 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  December  17, 1896. 

[SEAL.]  Wm.  a.  Wbight, 

CamptroHeT"  General. 

Exhibit  F. 

I,  Wm.  A.  Wnght,  comptroller-general,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  books  and 
records  of  this  office  show  that  $1,900  have  been  paid  into  the  State  treasury  on 
account  of  insolvent  poll  taxes,  by  tax  collector  of  Richmond  County,  during  the 
present  year,  1895. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  December  17, 1895. 

[SSAL.]  Wm.  a.  Wright, 

Comptroller-  General. 

Georgia,  MoDuffie  County: 

I^ohn  A.  Fancett,  ordinary  of  said  county,  certify  the  two  inclosed  certificates 
of  W.  A.  Wright,  comptroller-general  of  State  of  Georgia,  marked  Exhibit  £  and 
F,  were  introduced  in  evidence  by  contestant  in  taking  of  evidence  in  case  of  Thos. 
£.  Watson  v.  Jas.  C.  C.  Black,  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Con^^iess  ftom 
tiie  Tenth  Con j^ressional  district  of  Georgia,  while  said  evidence  was  being  taken 
before  me  in  said  county,  and  were  inadvertently  left  out  of  the  package  of  evidence 
forwarded  by  express  by  me  to-day. 

This  February  29, 1896. 

[8XAL.1  John  A.  Faucbtt, 

Ordinary,  MoDuffie  County,  Georgia* 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Thomafl  E.  Watson  i\  J.  C.  C.  Black,  at  StellayiUe.  said  connty,  in  rebnttal,  Febru- 
ary 20, 1806.  contest  for  a  seat  in  the  Fift^-fourth  Congress,  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives,  from  the  Tenth  district  of  Georgia. 

Appeared  for  contestant,  T.  E.  Watson,  J.  J.  "Whi^iam.  Appeared  for  con- 
testee.  J.  C.  C.  Black,  J.  G.  Cain,  J.  H.  Polhill,  W.  LrPhillips,  J.  R.  Phillips,  A. 
B.  Wright,  J.  W.  White,  G.  W.  Warren,  R.  N.  Hardeman. 

Testimony  taken  before  T.  A.  Scarboro.  notary  public  of  Jefferson  County,  Ga., 
sitting  as  the  court. 

Counsel  for  contestee  objected  to  any  evidence  being  taken  on  the  ground  that 
the  notice  required  by  statute  to  be  served  on  contestee,  with  proof  of  tiae  acknowl- 
edge of  the  service  tiiereon,  is  not  before  the  court,  nor  does  it  appear  to  the  court 
that  such  notice  and  service  was  gpven  and  perfected,  and  until  the  record  discloses 
afiArmativel^  that  the  notice  required  by  statute  has  been  ^ven  and  service  thereof 
perfected  this  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  take  testimony  in  this  case,  and  because 
notice  was  not  served  five  days  before  taking  of  testimony,  the  notice  having  been 
served  on  contestee  on  February  16,  1896,  and  the  court  is  convened  on  February 
00,  1896,  to  take  testimony. 

T.  E.  SWAN  sworn: 

2.  Where  do  you  live? — A.  Jefferson  County,  Seventy-seventh  district,  Geoxgia. 
.  What  office  do  vou  hold  under  the  registrars  act?— A.  I  was  appointed  regis- 
trar by  Judge  Gamble. 

Q.  Did  yourself  and  Mr.  M.  H.  Hopkins  and  W.  J.  Douglass  act  in  your  official 
capacity  before  the  Congressional  election  held  in  this  county  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  who  were  the  qualified  voters  in  this  county? — A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  Who  is  the  registrar  in  this  county?— A.  W.  D.  Rivers,  tax  collector  of  the 
county. 

Q.  When  the  registrars  met  in  Louisville  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  th^ 
work,  how  long  were  you  detained  because  Mr.  Rivers  did  not  have  his  voters* 
book  ready  for  you?— A.  I  do  not  think  the  book  was  ever  computed  until  just 
before  we  closed.    There  was  parts  of  lists  handed  to  us  from  day  to  day. 

Q.  On  this  account  was  not  a  number  of  voters  in  the  county  left  off  of  the 
Toters*  list  on  account  of  this  delay  who  were  qualified  voters? — A.  There  may 
have  been;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Give  the  number  stricken  from  the  voters'  list  of  each  district. — A.  Seventy- 
sixth  district,  15;  seventy-seventh  district,  27;  seventy-ninth  district,  10;  eighty- 
first  district,  18;  eighty-second  district^  6;  eighty-third  district,  23;  eighty-fourth 
dislrict,  10;  eighty-fifth  district,  29;  fourteen  hundred  and  sixtieth  district,  15. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  above  districts  are  Populist? — ^A.  Seventy-sixth,  seventy- 
seventh,  eighty-fifth,  eighty-first,  fourteen  hundred  and  sixtieth,  seventy-eighth. 
S.  How  many  went  Democratic? — A.  I  don't  know. 
.  In  your  investigations  as  registrars  did  not  you  find  a  number  of  parties  who 
you  served  with  notices  as  tax  defaulters  who  came  forward  and  produced  their 
tax  receipts? — A.  We  did. 

Q.  Toward  last  days  of  your  investigations  did  not  a  large  number  of  parties 
come  forward  and  say  they  had  heard  that  charges  were  against  them,  but  had 
received  no  notice? — A.  Can't  say  what  number  came,  but  some  did. 

<^.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Populist  party  were  at  a  great  disadvantage  by  that 
registration  law  and  the  manner  it  was  conducted  by  the  registrars,  because  all 
the  county  offices  were  held  by  Democrats?  They  had  charge  of  all  the  records 
of  the  cotmty?— A.  I  could  not  say  that  was  a  fact,  but  that  was  my  impression. 

(Objection  by  counsel  for  contestee  to  the  foregoing  question  and  that  manner 
of  examination  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  leading  question  and  seeks  to  put  in  the 
witness's  mouth  the  testimony  desired.) 

Q.  When  parties  were  summoned  before  board  and  in  that  summons  yon  put 
the  ^ear  in  which  they  were  charged  with  being  defaulters  in  a  great  many  cases 
did  it  not  appear  when  the  parties  came  forward  in  obedience  to  that  summons 
that  they  haa  been  charged  with  the  wrong  year  in  said  summons  and  they  had 
their  receipts  for  the  years  charged  in  the  summons  and  returned  home  to  get  the 
•proper  receipts  and  never  came  back  any  more,  and  were  stricken  from  voters' 
list?— A.  There  were  some  cases  of  that  sort,  but  can  not  say  how  many. 

^.  Did  not  you  disagree  with  the  other  two  registrars  in  most  instances  and 
insist  that  every  man  have  a  fair  investigation,  regardless  of  his  politics?— A.  I 
disagreed  with  them  in  some  instances. 
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Q.  When  the  list  of  tax  defatilters  was  presented  to  your  board,  did  yoa  not  in 
yonr  investiKations  find  a  large  number  or  tax  fi.  fas.  against  voters  whose  names 
were  not  on  defaulters'  list,  as  the  law  requires?— A.  There  were  tax  fi.  fas.  brought 
in  and  laid  on  table  by  Mr.  I.  T.  Farmer,  sheriff. 

Q.  Did  you  not  find  other  fi.  fas.  besides  those?— A.  I  do  not  know  if  there  were 
any  more  except  what  Mr.  Farmer  brought  in.  but  there  were  a  lot  of  fi.  fas. 
against  parties  whose  names  were  not  on  defaulters'  list. 

Q.  Dia  not  your  board  accept  the  oath  of  a  white  man  in  preference  to  that  of 
a  negro? — A.  1  don't  know;  don't  know  that  they  did.  We  made  no  distinction 
between  white  and  black. 

Q.  Did  you  unite  with  the  other  two  registrars  in  all  of  their  rulings?— A.  I  did 
not. 

Q.  Does  not  the  Louisville  district  vote  almost  solidly  Democratic? — A.  I 
think  so. 

().  Did  you  not  have  less  defaulters  in  the  Louisville  district  than  any  other  dis- 
trict in  the  county?— A.  Yes;  that  district  and  the  se ventf -eighth. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  the  Populists  called  upon  Mr.  Kivers,  tax  collector, 
Jefferson  County,  to  produce  his  books  for  1892  and  1898,  the  books  he  used  in  col- 
lecting his  taxeflh— dia  he  not  in  answer  to  that  summons  say  that  his  books  had 
been  stolen  or  taken? — A.  Mr.  Bivers  stated  that  his  books  had  been  taken  out  oi 
stolen  from  his  office;  that  Whigham,  Wrens,  or  Warren  were  last  seen  in  my 
office  that  morning. 

Q.  Whatlawvers  represented  the  different  i)artie6  before  your  board?— A.  B. 
N.  Hardeman  the  Democrats  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Whigham  the  Populists. 

Q.  When  the  question  of  the  qualification  of  a  voter  came  up  did  it  not  often 
occur  that  after  hearing  argument  from  Mr.  Hardeman  that  we  board  refused 
Mr.  Whigham  a  hearing? — A.  That  was  done  on  several  occasions — few  occasions. 

Q.  Was  not  your  board  so  pressed  for  time  during  the  last  days,  when  the 
Bartow  was  up  for  investigation,  that  a  number  of  imrties  who  were  charged  with 
being  defaulters  from  that  district  were  stricken  from  list  of  voters  without 
any  investigation? — A.  I  remember  three  cases  that  were  strickened  without  a 
hearing  because  they  were  summoned  from  other  districts  and  afterwards  found 
to  be  in  the  eighty-fifth  district. 

Q.  Was  not  the  investigation  of  the  board  partial  to  the  Democrats  because  two 
members  were  Democrats? — ^A.  I  can't  say  that  there  was;  the  i^artiality  was  in 
ihe  parties  surrounding  the  board. 

Q.  Why  was  Mr.  Arthur  Pander  stricken  from  voters'  list?— A.  Because  he 
stated  he  paid  taxes  in  Burke  County  the  year  he  was  charged  as  beinjg  a  defaulter. 
The  board  heard  Pander's  statement  and  reinstated  him;  that  evening  there  was 
a  move  to  reconsider  and  it  was  reconsidered  and  a  simmiions  issued  for  him  to 
appear  next  day;  he  did  not  appear,  but  Mr.  Forehand  appeared  before  the  board, 
and  he  had  given  his  (Mr.  Pander's)  taxes  in  Jefferson  County  and  his  name  was 
stricken  from  the  list;  I  did  not  a^ee  to  this. 

Q.  Did  you  agree  that  Mr.  B.  W.  Underwood's  name  should  be  stricken  from 
the  list,  and  did  it  not  api>ear  that  Mr.  Underwood  had  i^aid  his  tax? — A.  I  did  not 
agree  to  his  being  stricken,  and  his  name  was  strickened  because  the  officer  that 
had  charge  of  fi.  fas.  refused  to  mark  it  settled. 

Q.  Did  not  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Louisville,  and  those  who  had  no 
official  connection  with  the  registration  business,  seem  to  be  running  the  busi- 
ness as  much  so  as  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  do  so? — A.  While  we  were  working, 
there  were  T.  F.  Caulk,  J.  W.  White,  J.  B.  Phillips,  W.  E.  Churk,  and  other  par- 
ties, to  give  information  for  benefit  of  board;  and  the  board  often  called  on  them 
for  information. 

Q.  Were  not  the  efforts  of  these  parties  in  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party? — 
A.  The  most  of  the  evidence  we  got  from  them  was  most  in  favor  of  the  Democrats. 

Cross-examination : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Jefferson  County? — A.  All  my  life,  except  three 
years  and  when  I  was  in  the  war. 

2.  How  old  are  you? — A.  Sixty-two  next  4th  day  of  September. 
.  What  political  party  are  you  a  member  of?— A.  I  have  been  voting  the  Popu- 
list ticket  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

Q.  What  party  did  you  affiliate  with  before  you  joined  the  Populist  party? — 
A.  I  was  a  Democrat  until  about  ten  years  ago;  after  that  I  voted  an  independent 
ticket  and  split  tickets  up  to  the  time  the  Populist  party  was  organized;  since  then 
I  have  been  voting  with  them. 

Q.  Who  was  the  last  Democratic  candidate  for  President  you  voted  for? — ^A. 
Cleveland. 
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Q.  Have  you  regretted  rotinjB:  for  Mr.  Cleyeland?— A.  I  was  disappointed  in 
him.    I  am  sorry  1  was  disappointed  in  the  man. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  vote  a  Republican  ticket?— A.  I  never  did.  The  Democratic 
party  was  bad  enough. 

Q.  When  was  the  indei)endent  party  organized  in  the  county? — A.  There  was  no 
independent  party  organized,  but  men  ran  independently,  t  think  it  waa  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago. 

Q.  Who  composed  the  independent  party?  Were  they  Republicans  or  dissatis- 
fied Democrats? — A.  I  do  not  know  if  there  were  a  white  Republican  in  the 
county.    It  was  the  Democrats  who  composed  the  independent  party. 

Q.  W  hat  part  of  the  county  has  always  been  the  hotbed  of  independentism? — 
A.  This  district  has  been  more  dreaded  than  any  other  by  the  organized  Democ- 
racy.   They  do  more  thinking  for  themselves. 

Q.  Bfi^a  any  material  number  of  the  independents  ever  allied  themselves  with 
the  Democratic  party  in  this  county?— A.  From  this  portion  of  the  counter  there 
has  not  been.    Can't  say  what  of  other  portions.    I  am  not  much  of  a  politician. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  independents  in  this  county,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, went  into  and  now  compose  the  Populist  party? — A.  ^  this  part  of  the  county 
that  is  so.    I  can  not  speak  for  the  other  sections. 

Q.  When  was  the  last  time  there  was  a  Republican  candidate  for  local  or  a 
State  office  in  this  county?— A.  McOloud  and  Williams  were  the  last  and  they  ran 
for  the  le^slature. 

Q.  During  that  campaign  what  other  parties  had  candidates  out  for  office,  and 
for  what  office? — A.  Two  others  for  the  legislature. 

Q.  What  two  i>arties  were  they,  and  who  were  the  candidates  of  each? — A. 
Democrats  and  independents.    I  disremember  who  the  candidates  were. 

Q.  Were  not  A.  C.  Taylor  and  L.  G.  Hadden  the  Independents? — ^A.  I  think  they 
were. 

Q.  Don't  you  remember  that  A.  C.  Taylor  and  L.  G.  Hadden  were  Independ^it 
candidates  in  1888?— A.  Probably  they  were.  I  know  that  they  have  been  Inde- 
pendent candidates  at  some  time  in  the  past  for  the  legislature. 

Q.  Were  not  R.  L.  Gamble  and  A.  £}.  Farver  the  Democratic  candidates  in 
1888? — A.  I  think  they  were.    I  know  they  were  in  the  legislature  together. 

Q.  Don't  you  remember  that  at  the  time  Gamble  and  Farver  ran  for  the  legis- 
lature on  the  Democratic  ticket  that  A.  C.  Taylor  and  L.  G.  Hadden  were  the 
Independent  candidates  and  McCloud  and  Williams  were  the  Republican  candi- 
dates, and  they  were  all  running  for  the  legislatureat  the  same  time? — A.  I  remem- 
ber their  all  being  candidates  for  the  legislature*  but  do  not  remember  if  it  was  at 
the  same  time. 

Q.  Don*t  you  remember  as  a  fact  that  there  were  Democratic,  Independent,  and 
Republican  candidates  in  the  field  running  for  the  legislature  at  the  same  time?— 
A.  Yes;  I  remember  that  there  were  three  sets  of  candidates  running  at  the  same 
time. 

Q.  Have  there  ever  been  candidates  of  those  three  parties  in  the  field  running  for 
the  legislature  at  the  same  time,  except  in  1888,  since  the  year  1870? — ^A.  I  don't 
remember  but  three  sets  of  candidates  being  in  the  field  except  the  one  time,  in 
1888. 

Q.  Who  were  elected  to  the  legislature  that  year?— A.  Democrat  candidates. 

^.  Did  not  the  Democrats  beat  the  other  two  parties  by  a  large  majority? — A.  I 
think  that  was  the  result. 

Q.  Did  not  the  Republican  candidates  receive  a  much  larger  vote  in  the  county 
than  the  Independent  candidates? — A.  Don't  know. 

Q.  In  what  district  were  you  living  in  1888? — A.  Have  lived  in  seventy-seventh 
district  since  1855. 

.  Q.  Where  did  A.  C.  Taylor  and  L.  G.  Hadden  live,  and  in  what  districts?— 
A.  A.  C.  Taylor  lived  in  seventy-seventh  and  L.  G.  Hadden.  I  think,  lived  in 
seventy-sixth  district. 

Q.  Is  not  A.  C.  Taylor  and  L.  G.  Haddon  now  leaders  of  the  Populist  party  in 
this  county? — A.  A.  C.  Taylor  is  a  good  Populist;  know  very  little  about  L.  G. 
Haddon;  don't  think  they  are  leaders  of  the  Populist  party. 

Q.  At  what  precinct  did  you  vote  the  year  that  all  three  of  those  parties  had 
candidates  in  the  field? — A.  I  voted  at  seventy-seventh.  Stellaville. 

Q.  Have  any  Republican  candidates  ever  run  for  the  legislature  or  any  other 
State  or  county  office  since  that  year  when  all  three  of  those  parties  had  candi- 
dates in  the  field? — A.  I  don't  remember  any. 

Q.  You  were  the  Populist  member  of  the  board  of  registrars,  were  you  not?— 
.Ok.   xes. 
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.  Q.  In  the  organization  of  the  board  who  was  elected  chairman  and  by  whose 
Yote? — A.  Mr.  Hopkins,  at  my  suggestion,  and  mine  and  Douglass's  vote. 

Q.  What  role,  if  any,  was  made  in  governing  the  action  of  the  board  as  to  the 
chairman  voting  on  all  questions? — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  chairman  did  not  vote  on  any  question  unless  there 
was  a  tie  between  vou  and  Mr.  Douglass?— Yes,  as  a  general  rule. 

Q.  How  many  days  before  election  day  did  the  registration  law  require  the 
bourd  of  registrars  to  begpn  to  perform  their  duties?— A.  Fifteen  days,  I  think. 

Q.  Under  that  law  don't  the  registration  books  close  only  twenty  days  before 
day  of  election? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  law  to  keep  the  books  open  tiU  twenty 
davs  before  election,  then  close. 

Q.  How  many  days  did  you  all  serve  as  registrars?— A.  I  think  we  served  four- 
teen or  fifteen  days.    I  do  not  recollect  exactly. 

Q.  Did  not  you  all  begin  your  labors  before  the  five  days  allowed  by  law  to  the 
tax  collector  to  prepare  the  qualified  and  disqualified  list  of  voters  had  expired? — 
A.  We  worked  sixteen  days. 

Q.  When  the  board  met  and  was  organized  did  not  Mr.  Bivers,  the  tax  collector, 
have  a  list  of  qualified  and  disqualified  voters  in  certain  districts  ready  for  tJie 
board  to  proceed  with? — A.  We  had  two  lists  handed  over  to  us  the  day  we  started 
by  Mr.  Rivers;  we  started  on  the  seventy-sixth  district. 

Q.  Were  not  the  lists  presented  by  Mr.  Bivers  that  day  correct  and  proper  lists 
from  his  book  and  were  they  not  sufficient  to  keep  you  all  employed  until  other 
lists  were  furnished? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  had  to  wait  for  any  work. 

Q.  Were  your  labors  retarded  in  any  respects  by  Mr.  Rivers^s  neglect  or  failure 
to  produce  lists  of  voters  for  your  consideration?— A.  I  don*t  think  it  was. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Rivers  aid  you  in  every  way  he  could  in  your  labors  as  regis- 
trars?— A.  He  did  in  making  out  the  lists,  and  would  come  in  there  whenever  we 
sent  for  him.    He  assisted  us  in  every  way  we  wanted  him. 

3.  Was  not  that  the  first  time  that  law  was  put  in  operation? — A.  Yes. 
.  Was  it  not  a  rather  complicated  and  complex  law  and  was  not  its  enforce- 
ment at  that  time  by  inexperienced  parties  attended  with  many  difficulties?— A. 
Yei. 

Q.  Did  not  all  of  the  county  officers  cheerfully  and  readily  render  you  assist- 
ance whenever  you  asked  it  and  whenever  it  was  needed? — A.  Yes;  they  were 
there  all  the  time  when  we  wanted  them  and  when  we  did  not  want  them. 

Q.  Who  was  it  who  made  the  demand  upon  Mr.  Rivers  for  his  tax  books  for  the 
years  1892  and  1893?— A.  Mr.  Hopkins,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Whigham. 

CJ.  Did  you  have  Mr.  Rivers  to  appear  before  you,  and  was  he  sworn?- A.  Don't 
think  he  was  sworn,  but  he  appeared  before  us  and  made  a  statement. 

().  Who  did  he  say  was  the  last  parties  in  his  office  before  the  books  were 
missed? — A.  It  was  two  of  the  three  gentlemen,  either  J.  J.  Whigham  and  T.  H. 
Warren,  or  Warren  and  R.  P.  Wrenn. 

Q.  Is  not  Mr.  J.  J.  Whigham  a  prominent  Populist  residing  in  Louisville,  and 
was  not  he  as  an  attorney  representing  the  Populist  party  before  the  board  of 
registrars  at  this  time? — A.  Mr.  Whigham  was  there  part  of  the  time,  but  he  was 
all  the  attorney  they  had.    He  is  a  prominent  Populist  and  lives  in  Louisville. 

Q.  Are  not  Mr.  T.  H.  Warren  and  Mr.  R.  P.  Wren  also  very  prominent  in  Popu- 
list councils  and  wars  in  the  county? — A.  Yes;  they  are  both  prominent  Populists. 
S.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Rivers? — A.  All  his  life,  pretty  much. 
.  Is  he  not  a  truthful  man,  and  a  man  of  high  character  and  integrity,  and 
has  he  not  made  an  efficient  and  upright  officer? — A.  I  have  not  heard  anything 
against  him. 

O.  Was  Mr.  Whigham  heard  on  any  question  that  Mr.  Harderman  was  not 
beroreyour  board? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  The  instance  you  referred  to  in  your  direct  testimony,  when  Mr.  Harderman 
was  allowed  to  speak  before  the  board  and  Mr.  Whigham  was  denied  this  privilege, 
was  not  the  reason  why  Mr.  Whigham  was  not  heard  from  because  the  case  was 
so  plain  and  clear  that  argument  upon  it  was  unnecessary  in  the  estimation  of  the 
majority  of  the  board,  the  chairman  included? — A.  I  do  not  know  the  nature  of 
the  case.  Mr.  Caulk  said  Mr.  Hopkins  had  not  treated  Mr.  Whigham  with  the 
prox)er  courtesy. 

Q.  Was  it  not  sometimes  necessary,  in  order  to  expedite  the  business  of  the 
board,  to  suppress  both  lawyers? — A.  Sometimes  we  had  too  much  talk — more  than 
was  necessary. 

Q.  Who  were  the  three  parties  that  you  testified  were  stricken  from  the  voters' 
list  without  a  hearing? — A.  Two  darkies  from  the  Bartow  district,  I  think.  I 
think  one  was  a  white  man. 

Q.  Were  they  Populiste  or  Democrate?— A.  I  do  not  know. 
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Q.  Did  you  concur  in  striking  their  names? — A.  I  did  not;  I  was  talking  to  Mr. 
Hopldns  just  before  the  board  aojoumed,  and  told  him  when  there  was  any  doubt 
I  thought  we  ought  to  give  it  to  the  person  attacked.  Mr.  Hopkins  said  he 
though  not,  and  those  names  were  strickened. 

Q.  Wherein  did  the  doubt  exist  in  those  cases? — A.  So  many  had  come  before 
us  who  had  been  reinstated  on  account  of  having  their  receipts  for  thia  year 
attacked  that  I  thought  that,  as  these  men  had  not  had  the  chance  to  come  before 
us  and  there  was  doubt  in  my  mind.  I  wanted  to  restore  them. 

Q.  Did  not  a  much  larger  number  of  tax  defaulters  who  appeared  before  the 
board  fail  to  remove  their  disqualifications  by  proof  than  those  who  succeeded  in 
removing  their  disqualifications? — A.  There  was  a  very  few  difference. 

Q.  Did  the  doubt  resting  on  your  mind  in  these  three  cases  arise  from  any  facts 
in  connection  with  them? — A.  Did  not  know  anything  at  all  about  these  parties. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  these  cases  before  the  board  while  m  session? — A.  These  names 
had  been  summonsed  from  the  seventy-ninth  district,  and  found  out  afterwards 
they  were  in  Burton  district,  and  it  being  the  last  evening  we  did  not  have  time 
to  summons  them. 

9*  Were  not  these  parties  registered  from  the  seventy-ninth  district? — A.  I 
think  they  were. 

Q.  Were  they  not  registered  from  the  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixtietfa 
instead  of  the  seventy-ninth  district? — A.  I  think  they  were  from  the  seventy- 
ninth  district. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  they  were  registered  in  the  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixtieth  district,  but  in  making  out  the  alphabetical  list  of  qualified  and  dis- 
qualified voters  b^  the  county  registrar  to  be  presented  to  the  l)oard  of  registrars 
tneir  names  by  mistake  were  placed  upon  the  list  for  the  eightv-fifth  district? — A. 
It  mayhave  been  that  way,  but  it  was  parties  who  never  got  their  summons. 

Q.  Was  not  one  of  these  parties  named  Frank  Brown? — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Please  try  and  refresh  your  memory  now.  Aren^t  you  mistaken  about  it? 
Were  not  they  put  on  the  list  afterward8?~A.  No,  sir;  don't  think  so. 

8.  Were  summons  issued  for  them? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
.  Were  not  these  three  parties  on  the  disqualified  list  of  voters  that  was  pre- 
sented to  the  board,  and  did  not  the  board  have  an  outstanding  tax  fi.  fa.  against 
each  of  these  parties  before  it? — A.  We  certainly  had  tax  fi.  fas.  against  them  and 
they  were  probably  on  defaulters'  list. 

Q.  Did  it  sometunes  occur  that  a  voter's  name  would  not  appear  on  the  disquali- 
fied list,  and  yet  the  board  would  have  before  it  a  tax  fi.  fa.  against  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  the  duty  of  the  board  under  the  law  to  strike  every  voter's  name 
from  the  qualified  list  against  whom  there  was  a  fi.  fa.,  whether  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard  or  not;  didn't  the  fact  that  he  was  a  tax  defaulter  make  it  your 
imperative  duty  to  strike  his  name  from  the  qualified  list  of  voters? — A.  The  same 
law  that  made  it  our  duty  to  strike  every  tax  defaulter  ft'om  the  list  of  voters  also 
made  it  our  duty  to  summon  each  party  before  us  and  give  them  an  opportunity 
to  be  heard. 

Q.  Was  there  anv  return  made  by  the  officer  of  the  summons  issued  in  these  cases 
showing  that  they  had  not  been  served? — ^A.  Must  have  been.  We  found  out  after- 
wards they  lived  in  the  other  district? 

Q.  Suppose  that  within  the  time  given  you  all  bjy  law  to  pass  upon  the  qualifi- 
cation and  disqualification  of  voters  it  had  been  impossible  to  pass  upon  all  the 
names  appearing  on  the  disqualified  list,  and  suppose  there  had  been  150  names  of 
voters  against  whom  you  had  tmsatisfied  tax  fi.fas.,  what  would  have  been  your 
dutv  in  regard  to  these  150  names:  would  you  have  allowed  them  all  to  vote  with 
such  evidence  of  their  disqualification  as  that  before  vou? — A.  Under  the  com- 
plicated law  I  should  have  certainly  voted  for  them  to  have  gone  on  qualified  list. 

Q.  You  stated  just  now,  Mr.  Swan,  that  the  registration  law  in  regard  to  sum- 
moning delinquent  taxpayers  before  you  was  mandatory  and  forced  you  to  issue 
summons  in  every  case.  Are  you  not  mistaken  about  this?  Isn't  the  law  merely 
directory,  and  don't  it  say  that  the  board  of  registrars  may  simmions  any  voter 
to  appear  before  it  who  is  suspected  of  being  a  tax  defaulter  or  against  whom 
there  is  evidence  that  he  is  a  tax  defaulter?— A.  The  law  says  you  shall  summons 
defaulters. 

Q.  How  long  since  you  read  that  law  I  have  just  asked  you  about? — A.  Some 
time  last  October. 

Q.  Are  you  not  mistaken  about  the  law?— A.  Do  not  think  I  am  mistaken. 

Q.  Did  I  not  understand  you  to  testify  in  the  direct  examination  that  on  account 
of  the  board  of  registration  being  pressed  for  time  that  a  number  of  parties  whose 
rifirht  to  vote  had  been  attacked  could  not  api>ear  before  the  board  and  for  lack  of 
the  board  could  not  pass  upon  these  cases? — A.  I  did  not  say  so. 
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Q.  Did  any  Democrat  daring  the  investig^ation  by  the  board  attempt  in  any  way 
to  interfere  with  the  board  in  any  way  in  its  proceedings,  or  to  hinder  and  delay 
it  in  its  labors?— A.  No;  I  think  not. 

Q.  Yon  stated  in  your  testimony  that  there  were  a  nnmber  of  Democrats  aronnd 
the  board.  Were  there  not  also  Populists  there?— A.  There  were  Populists  around 
the  board,  and  perhaps  there  were  one  or  two  there  all  the  time. 

Q.  Who  were  the  Populists  who  stayed  there  all  the  time? — A.  Mr.  Whigham 
was  there  most  of  the  time,  and  the  rest  were  those  from  different  parts  of  th& 
county  who  came  to  see  about  their  hands. 

3.  Was  not  Mr.  T.  H.  Warren  there  most  of  the  time?— A.  No. 
.  Were  there  not  some  Populists  before  the  board  every  day? — ^A.  There  might 
have  been. 

Q.  Were  not  the  Populists  accorded  the  same  right  before  the  board  as  the 
Democrats  were? — ^A.  I  thought  so. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  bv  statins  that  parties  around  the  board  were  partial? — 
A.  I  meant  what  I  said  and  said  what  I  meant.  One  party  told  me  if  he  could  he- 
would  disfranchise  every  Populist  in  the  county  he  could. 


Q.  Who  was  this  party?— A.  Mr.  I.  P.  Farmer. 


j.  Did  he  not  say  that  if  he  had  the  testimony  he  would  bring  it  up  to  disqualify 
any  Populist?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  sav,  or  did  you  understand  from  what  he  said,  that  he  would  dis- 
qualify a  man  illegally  if  he  could? — A.  I  did  not  understand  him  to  say  that  or 
mean  that. 

Q.  Who  were  the  other  partial  Democrats  around  the  board? — A.  Mr.  Clark,. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Whits,  and  Mr.  Caulk.  Those  are  all  I  remember  being  around  the- 
board  all  the  time. 

Q.  Were  all  these  gentlemen  there  all  the  time?— A.  Some  parts  of  days  all  of 
them  may  not  have  been  there.    Mr.  Clark  was  off  two  days. 

Q.  Were  not  there  some  partial  Populists  around  the  board?— A.  There  may 
have  been;  they  did  not  show  it  so  plamly. 

Q.  What  acts  or  manifestation  of  the  Democrats  showed  that  they  were  any 
more  partial  than  the  Populists? — A.  In  leaving  no  stone  unturned  that  would  put 
a  Democrat  on. 

Q.  Didn*t  the  Populists  exhibit  the  same  interest  in  having  Populists  put  on  the 
qualified  list? — A.  1  guess  they  did,  but  they  did  not  know  as  much  on  account  of 
not  having  i^apers,  books,  and  fi.  fas. 

Q.  Are  not  all  public  records  not  accessible  to  all  of  its  citizens  from  all  parts 
of  the  county? — A.  It  is  to  be  presumed  they  should  be. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  an  instance  in  which  a  Populist  was  denied  access  to  & 
public  record  hf  a  Democratic  ofi&cer? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  You  mentioned  on  the  direct  examination  that  there  was  some  delay  in  fur- 
nisning  all  the  list  of  voters  to  the  board  by  Mr.  Rivers.  Was  imy  qualified  voter 
denied  the  right  to  vote  on  account  of  this  delay,  or  did  the  board  lau  to  pass  upon 
the  qualification  of  any  voter  by  reason  of  this  delay? — ^A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Did  not  the  presence  of  the  Democrats  you  have  mentioned  around  the  board 
materially  aid  the  board  in  their  investigation  and  labors? — A.  Yes;  only  in  a  few 
cases,  when  they  wanted  a  man  on  the  list  and  the  evidence  that  he  had  paid  his 
taxes  was  not  at  hand,  and  it  delayed  a  little  time. 

Q.  Did  not  these  Democrats  named  by  you  do  clerical  work  for  the  board,  such 
as  writing  out  lists,  etc.,  both  day  and  night? — A.  Yes. 

<).  Did  any  Democrat  ever  seek  to  raise  a  disturbance  around  the  board  or  to 
intmiidate  any  member  of  the  board?— A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  B.  S.  Carswell  and  Mr.  John  CarsweU? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  they  Populists  or  Democrats?— A.  B.  S.  Carswell  is  a  Populist;  don't 
know  what  John  Carswell  is. 

Q.  Did  not  John  Carswell  run  for  sheriff  in  a  Populist  primary  election?— A. 
Don't  know;  he  may. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  B.  S.  Carswell,  together  with  John  Carswell  and  other  Populists 
present  around  the  board  one  day  during  its  deliberations? — A.  I  think  they  were» 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  B.  S.  Carswell  on  that  day  attempt  to  raise  a  difficulty  with 
W.  J.  Douglas,  one  of  the  re^trars,  because  of  Mr.  Douglas's  action  as  a  member 
of  the  board  in  connection  with  the  Arthur  Pander  case? — A.  As  I  passed  through, 
the  hall  way  going  into  the  room  Mr.  Hardeman,  Mr.  Douglas,  and  Mr.  Carswell 
had  a  quarrel.  I  was  told  that  they  were  quarreling  about  a  vote  I  had  cast.  Mr. 
Carswell  said  something  about  slapjnng  mr,  Douglas,  and  Mr.  Douglas  said  some* 
thing  about  slapping  Mr.  Carswell. 

Q.  Didn't  Mr.  Carswell  call  Mr.  Douglas  a  liar  while  he  was  sitting  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board? — A.  He  may  have;  I  never  heard  it. 
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.  Q.  Didn*t  this  fuss  occur  in  the  room  where  the  board  was  sitting  and  while  the 
"board  was  in  session?— A.  The  parties  were  in  tlie  h^  way  when  I  first  seen  thenu 
It  may  have  started  in  the  room.  The  board  was  in  session  all  the  time,  only 
when  we  adjoamed  for  dinner. 

Q.  Was  not  the  board  in  session  at  the  time  this  f  nss  occnrred,  and  had  not  von 
jnst  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  step  out?— A.  I  considered  the  board  in  session, 
and  I  had  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  minutes.  And  when  one  member 
was  absent  the  other  two  worked  on,  except  in  passing  npon  tiie  qualification  of  a 
voter. 

Q.  At  the  time  yon  saw  these  parties  quarreling,  were  they  not  near  enough  to 
the  room  in  which  the  board  was  sitting  to  disturb  it?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Didn't  the  quarrel  actually  interfere  with  the  proceedings  of  the  board  by 
•causing  Mr.  Douglass  to  leave  the  room,  and  thus  during  your  absence  stop 
entirely  the  board^  proceedings?— A.  Yes;  for  a  few  minutes. 

Q.  IHdn't  some  one  have  to  hold  Mr.  John  Carswell  to  keep  him  from  fighting 
Mr.  Douglass? — A.  I  don*t  know;  think  his  quarrel  was  with  Hardeman. 

Q.  The  list  that  was  shown  you  this  morning  hy  Mr.  Whigham,  representing  the 
number  of  voters'  names  stricken  in  each  district  m  this  county — was  that  the  orig- 
inal list  prepared  hj  the  board?— A.  We  prepared  a  qualified  list  of  voters,  and 
these  names  on  the  list  I  had  this  morning  were  the  names  of  those  stricken  from 
ihe  voters'  list  as  disqualified. 
.   Q.  The  board,  then,  prepared  no  official  list  of  disqualified  voters?— A.  No. 

Q.  Who  made  out  that  list  shown  you  by  Mr.  Whigham? — A.  It  was  made  oat 
by  Mr.  Whigham.    I  drew  it  off  in  pencil  and  gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  it  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  list  you  gave  Mr.  Whigham? — ^A.  So 
far  as  the  number  is  concerned  it  is  correct,  but  I  can  not  recollect  the  names  now. 

Q.  When  you  gave  the  number  of  names  that  were  stricken  in  each  district, 
were  you  testifying  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  were  you  testifjdng  from  the  list 
«hown  you?— A.  I  was  testifving  from  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Could  yoa  have  remembered  the  number  of  names  stricken  in  each  district 
without  bavins?  th3  list?— -A.  If  I  had  of  relied  on  my  memory  I  could  not  recollect 
them,  but  I  had  tham  set  do^m  and  have  been  asked  about  the  number  so  often 
that  I  can  tell  correctly. 

.  Q.  In  what  district  m  the  county  were  the  moat  names  stricken? — A.  I  think 
«even^seventh  district. 

Q.  What  district  had  the  least  number  stricken? — A.  Seventy-eighth  district. 

Q.  What  was  the  main  cause  of  the  disqualification  of  voters? — ^A.  Nonpayment 
of  taxes. 

C2.  How  many  white  voters  in  the  county  were  disqualified.— A.  Hardly  one- 
third. 

Q.  How  about  the  colored  voters;  how  many  were  disqualified? — ^A.  A  great 
many  more  than  of  whites. 

.  Q.  Of  the  white  men  in  the  county  who  fail  to  pay  taxes  were  the  most  of  them 
Populists  or  Democrats? — A.  Don't  mow,  but  presume  more  Populists. 

Q.  You  testified  this  morning  that  a  number  of  tax  defaulters  against  whom 
there  were  outstanding  tax  fi.  fas.  for  certain  years  came  up  in  response  to  the 
summons  issued  by  the  board  and  showed  tax  receipts  for  those  years.  Is  it  not 
true  that  in  many  cases  constables  in  whose  hands  the  executions  were  placed  for 
•collection  collect  the  same,  give  the  receipt  to  defendant  in  fi.  fa.,  and  then  return 
nulla  bona  on  the  execution,  and  when  that  was  done  the  tax  collector  would  still 
hold  the  execution  against  him?  And  is  not  this  an  explanation  of  the  fact  that 
Teceipts  were  held  against  these  fi.  fas.?— A.  I  can't  say  the  receipts  were  given  the 
parties  by  the  constables,  and  in  most  all  cases  the  fi.  fas.  had  marked  on  them,  '*  No 
property  to  be  found";  and  the  parties  had  receipts.  Some  cases  the  fi.  fas.  had 
marked  on  them,  **The  defendant  was  out  of  county." 

O.  Was  not  a  large  number  of  fi.  fas.  returned  by  W.  C.  Poland,  a  Populist  con- 
staole,  with  an  entry  of  nulla  bona  or  out  of  county  entered  on  them,  against 
which  the  parties  came  up  and  showed  receipts? — ^A.  Can't  say  what  constables' 
names  were  entered  on  fi.  fas.,  but  Poland's  aistrict  had  the  smallest  number  of 
defaulters  of  any  district  in  county. 

•  Q.  In  seventy-eighth  district  were  there  not  more  voters  whose  right  to  vote 
was  attacked  who  came  up  and  removed  their  apparent  disqualification  bv  proof 
than  in  any  other  district,  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  attacked  in  that 
■district? — A.  As  I  recollect,  a  very  few  were  attacked  in  that  district. 

Q.  Were  there  not  a  number  of  voters  who  lived  in  seventy-eighth  district  at 
the  time  the  tax  fi.  fas.  were  issued  against  them,  but  who  subsequently  removed 
to  other  districts  and  were  living  in  other  districts  at  the  time  you  investigated 
their  cases,  and  hence  did  not  appear  as  defaulters  from  seventy-eighth  district? — 
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A.  We  found  this  to  be  th^  case  in  every  district,  bnt  I  don*t  know  how  many 
there  were  from  seventy-eighth  district. 

Q.  Were  not  a  larse  nnmber  of  the  tax  receipts  written  in  lead  pencil?— A.  A 
majority  of  them,  I  tnink,  were. 

Q.  Did  not  this  put  in  the  power  of  the  delinqnent,  when  he  was  served  with 
notice  to  appear  before  the  board  and  defend  against  a  certain  year,  to  erase  the 
tme  year  for  which  the  tax  receipt  was  given  and  substitute  therefor  the  year 
for  which  he  was  called  n|)on  to  answer? — ^A.  This  would  be  easier  to  do  with  a 
pencil  than  when  it  was  written  with  a  pen. 

Q.  Did  not  some  cases  arise  that  gave  you  ail  cause  to  suspect  that  this  had  been 
done? — A.  Don't  know  that  we  found  a  case  of  this  sort;  we  kept  a  lookout  for 
this. 

Q.  In  some  instances  can  not  the  fact  that  there  were  outstanding  ii.  fas.  aminst 
parties  for  vears  which  thev  showed  receipts  be  accounted  for  this  way:  That  a 
negro  would  sometimes  make  his  return  in  jierson  for  a  certain  year  and  his  white 
employer  or  landlord  would  also  return  his  tax  for  him,  as  required  by  law,  and 
in  this  way  their  names  would  api>ear  on  tax  digcast  twice,  and  sometimes  showing 
the  party  to  live  in  different  district,  and  in  such  cases  there  would  be  two  execu- 
tions issued  against  him? — A.  I  can't  say;  but  I  think  we  had  a  case  or  two  of  that 
kind. 

Q.  Were  there  not  a  very  large  number  of  tax  defaulters  in  seventy-seventh 
district? — ^A.  I  think  there  was  about  45  of  those  who  r^stered  were  disqualified. 

Q.  Of  these,  how  many  removed  their  disqualification?— A.  Somewhere  about 
18  or  20. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  J.  A.  Stuart,  or  Jack  Stuart? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  not  his  name  appear  on  disqualified  list  from  the  seventy-seventh  dis- 
trict?—A.  It  did. 

Q.  Did  not  the  board  serve  him  with  notice  to  appear  and  answer  as  a  defaulter 
for  several  years? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  answer  to  that  summons  did  not  Mr.  James  Atwell  appear  before  the 
board  in  behalf  of  J.  A.  Stuart  and  exhibit  tax  receipts  for  some  tour  or  five  years, 
all  of  which  were  issued  in  the  name  of  Jack  Stuart,  and  all  of  them  showing 
that  Jack  Stuart  had  lived  in  the  Eighty-first  district  each  year,  and  all  of  the 
receipts  showing  they  were  given  for  amounts  altogether  different  from  the 
amounts  of  the  tax  fi.  fas.  that  were  issued  against  J.  A.  Stuart?— A.  Mr.  James 
Atwell  appeared  before  board  with  tax  receipts  in  behalf  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Stuart  and 
exhibited  a  number  of  receipts  issued  to  Jack  Stuart,  but  do  not  remember  they 
showed  that  Jack  Stuart  lived  in  the  Eighty-first,  nor  if  they  differed  from  amount 
of  tax  fi.  fas. 

Q.  Was  not  Jack  Stuart  registered  from  Eighty-first  district— was  he  a  qualified 
voter  or  not? — A.  He  was  registered  from  Eighty-first  and  was  a  qualified  voter. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Atwell  withdraw  all  those  receipts  from  before  the  board  and 
say  that  J.  A.  Stuart  would  come  down  and  explain  the  matter? — A.  Mr.  Atwell 
withdrew  the  receipts  and  said  he  would  let  J.  A.  Stuart  come  down  and  api)ear 
before  the  board. 

Q.  Did  Stuart  appear  before  the  board  to  explain  the  matter?— A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Was  J.  A.  Stewart  then  placed  on  the  aisqualified  list  of  voters  from  the 
seventy-seventh  district? — A.  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Of  the  25  voters'  names  who  appeared  on  the  disqualified  list  from  the  seventy- 
seventh  district  as  it  was  handed  you  by  the  tax  collector — how  many  were  colored 
and  how  many  were  white?— A.  I  think  there  were  12  or  15  white  and  the  balance 
colored. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  who  removed  the  cause  of  their  disqualification  were 
colored?— A.  About  15;  am  not  positive. 

8.  Were  you  at  Stellaville  on  day  of  Congressional  election  in  1895? — A.  Yes. 
.  Who  were  the  election  managers  that  day  at  Stellaville?— A.  Mr.  Farmer, 
Mr.  Olin  Brown.  Mr.  Averett,  and  Mr.  Atwell  were  around  the  board. 

Q.  Were  not  Mr.  G.  S.  Farmer,  E.  M.  Averett,  and  James  Atwell  the  man- 
agers?— A.  Mr.  Averett  and  Mr.  Atwell  were  at  the  polls,  and  Mr.  Farmer,  probably, 
were  the  parties.    Mr.  Averett,  Mr.  Atwell,  and  Mr.  Farmer  are  Populists. 

Q.  Did  not  some  case  of  this  kind  come  before  the  board:  That  a  party  would 
be  registered,  say,  as  living  in  the  seventy-seventh  district,  when  in  fact  he  lived  in 
another  district;  say,  eighty- first? — ^A.  Well,  we  had  two  cases;  John  Courson  came 
here  to  vote,  and  I  told  him  he  was  registered  in  eighty-first  district;  and  Preston 
Johnson  was  registered  in  seventh-seventh  district,  ana  he  lived  in  eighty-first,  and 
the  board  changed  his  name  to  eighty-first  district  list.  Courson's  name  was  not 
changed. 

Q.  Didn^t  Preston  Johnson  state  before  the  board  that  he  was  registered  in  the 
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seventy-fleventh  district  without  his  knowledge  or  consent? — ^A.  There  was  a  tax 
fi.  fas.  against  Preston  Johnson,  and  he  said  he  had  a  receipt;  and  we  told  him  to 
produce  his  receipt  and  we  would  restore  him  and  place  his  name  in  l^e  ri^t  dis- 
trict; don't  remember  that  he  said  he  was  re^ster^  without  his  consent. 

Q.  Did  he  produce  his  receipt? — ^A.  His  receipt  was  produced  and  he  was  restored 
to  eighty-first  district. 

Q.  Did  it  not  appear  that  he  lived  about  2  miles  from  the  line  of  seventy-seventh 
in  eighty-first  district? — A.  He  said  so,  and  Joe  Oliphant  also. 

Q.  In  your  direct  testimou]^  this  morning  you  stated  that  during  the  last  days 
of  the  board  of  registration's  investigation  some  parties  said  they  had  heard  that 
chfu'ges  were  made  against  them,  but  they  had  received  no  notice  to  apx^ear  before 
the  board.  Was  this  in  fact  true  that  x>arties  against  whom  there  were  cfaaz^ea 
were  not  notified  to  appear? — A.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  there  were  parties  in  the 
county  who  had  no  notice.  We  tried  to  notify  all  parties,  and  if  any  were  l^t  off 
it  was  by  oversight  or  some  cause. 

Q.  Was  not  the  board  activelv  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  voters*  qualifica- 
tion and  disqualification  up  to  the  last  moment  allowed  oy  law? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Could  you  have  investigated  any  more  cases  than  you  did  in  that  time? — A. 
We  could  have  investigated  more. 

Q.  Did  you  not  give  everybody  a  hearing  who  came  before  you,  regardless  of 
his  politics?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Didn't  every  man  who  appeared  before  the  board  have  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial,  regardless  of  his  politics?— A.  We  allowed  all  that  came  before  us  to  make 
their  own  statement. 

Q.  Did  the  board  make  any  difference  in  its  treatment  between  Populists  and 
Democrats? — A.  We  made  no  distinction  between  them. 

Q.  Was  not  the  board  generally  harmonious  in  its  actions? — A.  I  should  say  it 
was. 

Q.  You  testified  this  morning  that  you  considered  the  Populists  were  at  a  dis- 
advantage under  the  registration  law  and  the  manner  it  was  conducted  by  the 
registrars,  because  the  officers  of  the  county  were  Democrats  and  had  sdl  the  rec- 
ords in  their  possession.  Now,  I  ask  you,  did  the  registrars  do  anything  to  put 
the  Populists  at  a  disadvantage? — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Was  the  Populist  put  to  any  disadvantage  by  any  wrongful  acts  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic officeholders  in  this  county? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  that,  Mr.  Swan?— A.  What  benefit  the  tax 
books  would  have  been  to  Populists  I  don't  know. 

This  witness  was  put  on  the  stand  again  Friday,  February  28, 1896,  and  counsel 
for  contestee  announced  that  they  had  no  more  questions  for  witness.  His  evidence 
was  closed. 

Thos.  £.  Swan. 

The  foregoing  evidence  of  Witness  T.  E.  Swan,  beginning  on  page  1  and  endin^^ 
on  page  60,  sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  after  the  same  was  read  over 
to  witness  before,  this  February  28,  1896. 

T.  A.  SCARBOBO, 

A  Notary  Public  of  Jefferson  County,  Gki. 

After  12  o'clock  at  night  court  adjourned  until  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 
Sim  time. 

Friday  Hobning,  February  21, 

Court  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Swan,  who  was  on  the  cross-examination  last  night  when  court 
adjourned,  being  absent  this  morning,  court  proceeded  by  introducing  other 
evidence. 

T.  H.  WARREN,  sworn: 

Q.  Mr.  Warren ,  how  old  are  you  and  where  do  joxx.  live  now  and  how  long  have  you 
been  living  there? — A.  Forty-three  years  old;  live  in  Louisville,  Jefferson  County » 
Ga.,  and  been  living  there  smce  1862. 

Q.  What  are  your  family  connections? — A.  My  grandfather  was  B.  H.  Warren, 
of  Augusta,  Ga.;  father  was  L.  C.  Warren,  of  Augusta,  Ga.«  and  moved  to  Jeffer- 
son County.  Gkt.,  in  1862,  and  moved  back  to  Augusta  in  1870.  My  father  while 
residing  in  Jefferson  was  judge  of  the  inferior  court  for  two  or  three  terms.  I  am 
a  brother  of  G.  W.  Warren,  who  is  now  a  judge  of  the  county  court  of  his  county 
and  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  of  Jefferson  County  and 
ex-senator  from  eighteenth  State  senatorial  district. 

Q.  State  all  you  know  in  reference  to  the  registrars  who  conducted  the  investi- 
gation of  the  voters  of  the  county  before  the  last  Congressional  election  in  1895.— 
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JL.  I  was  only  up  there  an  hour  or  two  each  day,  and  that  was  enough  to  show  me 
they  were  very  partisan  in  their  actions.  Whenever  a  Popnlist  was  attacked  and 
lie  wanted  time  to  show  he  was  all  right  there  was  little  time  given  him.  On  the 
other  hand,  when  they  were  afraid  he  might  show  np  ^1  right  there  was  as  much 
time  given  to  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Farmer,  Mr.  Canlk,  and  Clark  as  they  wanted  to 
juiswer  in  trying  to  disqualify  him. 

(3.  Was  not  this  an  effort  on  a  part  of  these  parties  to  disqualify  as  many  Pop- 
ulists from  voting  as  possible  and  to  qualify  as  many  Democrats  as  possible? — A. 
ZThat  was  their  object. 

Q.  Why  were  the  tax  books  for  1892  and  1893  suppressed  by  the  Democrats  and 
placed  where  the  Populists  could  not  get  possession  of  them  to  use  as  evidence 
before  the  board  of  registrars? — A.  It  was  my  opinion  then  and  is  now  that  those 
books  showed  a  great  many  defaulters  from  Louisville  district,  and  the  Democrats 
wished  to  vote  the  colored  defaulters  without  paying  their  back  taxes,  and  wished 
to  destroy  all  the  evidence  of  that  fact  that  were  defaulters. 
.  Q.  What  has  been  your  politics  since  your  majoritv?— A.  I  was  a  Democrat 
until  the  Alliance  party  was  formed,  and  was  in  it  until  it  merged  into  the  Thir4 
party  in  1893.  The  reason  why  I  am  a  Populist  and  was  an  Alliance  man  was 
because  of  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Democrats  of  to-day,  and  did  not  accord 
with  my  feelings,  and  ring  rule  and  town  cliques  running  our  country. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  Democratic  method  in  controUinflr  the  negro  vote  since 
your  earliest  recollection  in  Jefferson  County? — A.  At  first  tney  would  try  persua- 
sion, then  the^  would  try  briberv,  and  if  bribery  would  not  do  they  would  use 
threats  of  various  kinds.  First,  if  you  don't  vote  our  way  we  will  starve  you  out: 
won't  own  you,  and  will  drive  them  off  our  places.  If  colored  voters  did  not 
weaken  and  promised  to  vote  their  way,  then  they  would  use  threats  of  personal 
violence.  In  our  town  colored  men  have  told  me  that  they  would  gladly  vote  the 
Populist  ticket,  but  they  had  been  threatened  by  the  Democrats  tnat  if  they  did 
they  would  be  driven  out  of  town. 

Q.  When  was  the  last  time  the  Republicans  had  candidates  in  the  field  for  the 
legislature,  and  give  their  names  and  color?— A.  In  1888;  McCloud  and  Williams; 
they  were  colored. 

Q.  What  methods  did  the  Democrats  resort  to  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  these 
candidates,  and  threats  used,  and  other  means  to  run  them  from  the  field? — A. 
They  threatened  McCloud  and  Williams  and  this  did  not  bring  them  down.  They 
met  in  Louisville  on  day  of  election  and  created  a  disturbance  on  the  streets  after 
they  had  tried  all  persuasions  to  get  colored  voters  to  vote  Democratic  ticket 
instead  of  Republican  ticket.  McCloud  left  town;  was  afraid  to  stay  there  on 
account  of  threats  made  by  Democrats,  and  word  was  sent  to  him  of  a  row  that 
was  kicked  up  on  Broad  street,  he  being  in  Ajiderson  Clement's  house,  on  the 
anburbs  of  town. 

Q.  Did  not  the  Republicans  hold  a  meeting  in  Louisville  on  Saturdav  before 
election  in  that  srear,  and  did  not  a  number  of  men  come  to  Louisville  at  the  insti- 
flration  of  Louisville  politicians  on  that  day  and  break  up  said  meeting? — A.  Thev 
did.  I  was  in  the  court-house  listening  to  their  deliberations  and  there  was  such 
a  hubbub  that  the  speaker  could  not  be  heard;  speaker  got  up  on  the  table  so  as 
he  could  be  seen  and  heard,  and  a  crowd  of  white  men  with  several  colored  hench- 
men in  Louisville  turned  the  table  over  and  threw  him  on  the  floor,  and  there 
vraa  a  general  stampede  out  of  the  court-house.  Knives  were  drawn  and  several 
people  had  their  coats  cut.    This  broke  up  the  meeting. 

Q.  Do  you  know  handwriting  of  letter  exhibited?— A.  Yes;  prettv  certain  I  do; 
written  to  Mr.  R.  T.  Terrell,  Avera,  Gkt.,  from  Mr.  G.  W.  Warren,  Louisville,  Gki. 

Copy  of  letter. 

Office  of  G.  W.  Warren, 
Louisville^  Qa,^  September  J8^  1888, 

R.  T.  Terrell,  Esq.,  Avera,  Oa. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  and  your  friends  contemplate  com- 
ing to  Louisville  Saturday.  I  only  wish  every  white  man  in  Jefferson  could  be 
here.  Then  the  impending  disgrace  of  our  county  being  misrepresented  in  the 
haUs  of  legislation  oy  two  Africans  would  be  averted. 

I  have  tiie  honor  of  being,  yours,  truly,  G.  W.  Warren. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  handwritinK  of  G*  W.  Warren?  If  so,  do  you 
recognize  the  original  letter  of  which  the  above  is  a  copy  to  be  in  the  hand- 
writmg  of  G.  W.  Warren,  and  what  position  does  Q.  W.  Warren  hold  in  the 
Democratic  i>ariky  at  present?- A.  I  am  familiar  with  his  handwriting  and  recog- 
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size  letter  as  being  in  handwriting  of  G.  W.  Warren,  now  jadge  of  the  county 
conrt  and  chairman  of  the  Democratic  exeontive  committee  of  Jefferson  Coimtsr. 

(Gomuiel  for  conteetee  objects  to  the  foregoing  questions  and  answers  touching 
the  letter  from  G.  W.  Warren  to  B.  T.  Terrell,  and  objects  to  the  introduction  of 
the  copy  and  contents  of  said  letter,  first,  because  it  is  secondary  evidence:  second, 
because  the  original  letter  being  in  existence  it  is  the  highest  and  best  evidence, 
and  secondaxT  evidence  to  prove  its  contents  is  inadmissible;  third,  because  there 
is  no  proof  that  said  letter  was  written  by  G.  W.  Warren  and  transmitted  by  him 
through  any  agencv  whatever  to  said  R.  T.  Terrell,  nor  that  it  was  ever  received 
by  said  Terrell,  and  also  that  there  is  no  proof  that  said  letter  was  written  in  good 
faith  to  be  sent  to  said  Terrell.) 

Q.  Do  not  the  Populist  party  promise  the  colored  man  a  free  ballot  and  fair 
count,  and  has  not  this  ^vilege  been  denied  the  colored  man  if  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican since  the  war  until  the  organization  of  the  Populist*  juurty  in  189S? — ^A.  We 
always  have  allowed  them  that  privilege,  and  I  have  had  prominent  colored  men 
to  say  to  me  that  they  would  get  some  justice  done  them  in  politics  if  the  Demo- 
crats run  a  campaig;n  like  the  Populists;  that  the  Populists  do  come  and  ask  them 
to  vote  their  ticket;  if  there  is  a  demurrer  that  is  the  end  of  it;  but  with  Democrats 
it  is  not  so;  they  say  the  Democrats  do  not  threaten  leading  men,  as  we  are,  but 
they  harass  and  devil  us  until  there  is  no  pleasure  in  voting  any  other  ticket 
save  a  Democratic. 

Q.  In  the  campaign  of  1892  and  since  that  time  did  not  the  Democrats  go  over  the 
countv  with  brass  bands  and  wagonloads  of  street-loafiuff  negroes  and  whiidsy 
at  night  firing  off  guns  and  using  other  means  to  debauch,  tnreaten,  and  terrorize 
the  colored  voters? — A.  Yes.  As  the  elections  drew  near  they  adopted  these  tac- 
tics, and  some  would  so  out  from  Louisville  nearly  every  night  and  draw  crowds 
by  their  bands  and  uquor  so  they  could  electioneer  with  them.  When  their 
crowds  were  slim  at  these  meeting  places  that  they  would  go  through  large  quar- 
ters and  Itv  to  drum  ui>  a  crowd,  and  they  would  tell  them  at  these  meetings  that 
at  these  Populist  districts,  mentioning  Stellaville  and  Barton  mostly,  they  could 
not  vote  as  tney  please,  hoping  to  induce  them  to  come  to  Louisville,  knowing 
that  if  they  ever  got  into  the  town  of  Louisville  they  could  not  vote  anything  but  a 
Democrat  ticket  without  being  harassed  an  hour  or  two,  and  in  some  instances 
getting  so  disgusted  that  thej  would  go  off  without  voting  at  all. 

Q.  In  1892  did  not  a  prominent  colored  man,  whose  name  was  H.  S.  Doyle,  make 
several  sjieeches  over  the  county  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Watson?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  not  this  man  Dovle's  life  threatened  by  the  Democrats,  and  did  not  the 
Populists  in  each  section  of  the  county  where  he  spoke  organize  a  guard  for  his 
protection?  State  all  yon  know  in  reference  to  this  matter. — A.  I  know  that  they 
fixed  a  guard  to  go  to  every  place  where  he  spoke,  but  I  did  not  hear  any  threats 
myself.  I  did  hear,  the  day  he  spoke  in  Louisville,  at  the  court-house  door,  after 
Mr.  Watson  had  spoken  in  the  morning  at  the  fair  grounds  and  Mr.  Watson  had 
left  Louisville.  While  Doyle  was  speaking  I  drove  up  to  the  sidewalk  in  front  of 
the  court-house,  and  listened  at  him  speak  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  I  heard 
him  say  nothing  while  I  was  there  that  could  offend  anyone.  The  crowd  began  to 
surge  and  talk  around  in  such  an  exciting  manner  that  caused  me  to  begin  to 
ask  (questions,  What  was  the  matter?  His  speech  was  cut  Worthy  these  demon- 
strations, and  remarks  were  made  openly  that  he  ought  to  be  run  out  of  town 
because  he  preached  equal-rights  doctrine.  I  was  told  that  I  was  present  haJf  of 
the  time  while  he  was  speaking,  and  while  I  was  there  I  heard  no  such  doctrine 
preached  or  spoken. 

Q.  Was  not  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hall  killed  at  Brinsan  schoolhouse  in  1893 
one  night  at  Populist,  or  soon  after  leaving  that  place  after  the  meeting  was  over, 
and  did  not  said  Doyle  make  a  speech  there  that  nighty  and  was  it  not  Uie  general 
impression  that  a  Democrat  named  Hux  did  the  killmg;  and  that  Hux  mistook 
Hall  in  the  night  for  Doyle? 

(Objected  to  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  leading  (question  and  seeks  only  to  obtain 
from  this  witness  what  his  or  other  people^s  opmion  is.) 

A.  I  saw  the  ground  where  Hall  was  killed,  and  Mr.  Hall  could  have  easily  been 
mistaken  for  Doyle  where  Hall  was  killed  in  the  shade  of  trees.  A  great  many 
parties  who  were  present  that  night  said  that  they  believed  that  Hux  IcUled  Hall 
Dy  mistake  for  Doyle;  and  from  the  testimony  taken  in  the  supoior  court  on  the 
trial  of  Hux,  who  was  accused  of  the  killing,  I  and  several  prominent  Democrats 
said  we  could  not  have  found  him  guiltless  ftom  the  testimony. 

Q.  Were  not  prominent  Democrats  in  the  county  verv  active  in  the  defense  of 
Hux?— A.  They  seemed  to  be  on  the  day  of  the  trial,  ana  I  have  since  heard  that 
they  paid  all  expenses  of  court  and  lawyers*  fees. 

(Objected  to  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay  testimony.) 
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Q.  From  yonr  knowledge  of  the  colored  people  of  this  conntT  would  not  nine- 
tenths  of  them  vote  the  Populist  ticket  in  preference  of  the  Democratic  when 
there  was  no  Republican  ticket  in  the  field,  if  left  to  their  own  free  choice? — A.  I 
think  at  least  nine-tenths  would. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  since  the  Populist  party  was  or^j^anized  in  this  county  the 
colored  people  of  the  county  are  more  law-abiding  citizens  than  before?— A.  It 
appears  so  to  me  and  should  appear  so  to  anyone  who  would  investigate  the  lengths 
of  courts  form^ly  held  and  uie  number  of  days  it  takes  courts  now  to  finish 
business. 

NationaJ  ekction,  189t, 


District. 

Watson. 

Black. 

CloTeland. 

Harrison. 

Weaysxv 

Tilth 

158 
288 

41 
111 
280 

61 
186 

78 

100 

86 

101 

46 

66 

285 

226 

118 

160 

75 

60 

40 

21 

16 

55 

177 

157 

60 

120 

71 

60 

16 

88 

40 

8 

188 

184 

100 

68 

7 

147 

77th 

208 

TSth 

88 

T9%h 

07 

aist 

228 

82d 

84 

83d 

120 

S4th 

40 

85th 

260 

14i60th 

180 

Congresiional  etections,  1894  and  1896. 


District. 

1804. 

1805. 

Black. 

Watson. 

Watson. 

Black. 

7eth 

22 
18 
8 
18 
42 
277 

140 
808 
05 
120 
164 
160 
110 
811 
100 
183 

04 
160 

82 

68 
181 
118 

88 
162 
188 

15 

15 

77th 

81 

78th 

2 

-7»th 

g 

8l8t 

41 

83d 

140 

84th 

IB 

86th 

116 

88 

7T8 

70 

1460th 

78 

88d 

446 

Q.  Are  the  above  tabulated  statements  of  elections  for  Congressman  in  this  county 
for  1892  and  1894  and  1895  correct?— A.  They  are. 

Cross-examined  by  Counsel  for  Contbstbe: 

Q.  You  were  asked  the  first  question  about  your  ancestry;  from  what  country 
did  your  ancestry  ori^ally  come?— A.  M^  grandfather  on  my  mother's  side  came 
from  Bhode  Island.  He  was  such  an  abohtionist  for  a  number  of  vears  after  com- 
ing to  Louisville  that  he  refused  to  own  any  slaves.  When  he  did  buy  a  few  slaves 
he  adopted  custom  of  giving  them  every  Saturday  evening.  I  have,  I  suppose, 
some  of  his  blood  in  my  veins,  as  I  have  always  allowed  my  hands  since  I  was  21 
years  of  age  every  Saturday  evening. 

Q.  Where  did  your  x>atemal  ancestry  come  from?— A.  Came  from  Virginia  to 
Augusta. 

Q.  Do  you  put  as  the  test  of  the  character,  color,  thickness,  and  quality  of  your 
blood  your  treatment  of  the  negro? — ^A.  I  think  the  blood  of  my  maternal  ancestor 
had  something  to  do  with  my  treatment  of  the  negro,  because  he  was  a  puritem 
and  always  treated  the  negro  humanely. 

Q.  Were  either  of  your  ancestors  the  pilgrims  that  landed  either  at  Plymouth 
Bock  or  Jamestown? — A.  I  suppose  he  descended  from  some  of  those. 

Q.  Were  not  your  grandfathers  slave  owners?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  not  your  srandfather  B.  H.  Warren  and  your  father  L.  C.  Warren 
both  Democrats? — A.  Both  were  Democrats,  but  were  very  strong  ynion  men; 
oppoeed  to  secession. 

Q.  By  whose  votes  was  your  father  elected  judge  of  the  inferior  court — Demo 
cratic  or  Bepublican  votes? — ^A.  Democratic. 
How  many  sons  have  you? — A.  Seven. 

What  is  the  politics  of  those  sons? — A.  Only  one  of  age,  and  he  is  a  Democrat. 
Do  your  minor  sons  lean  toward  Democratic  or  Populist?— A.  They  read 
Democratic  literature. 
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Q.  Have  yon  any  canse  to  be  ashamed  or  do  yon  feel  ashamed,  of  either  of  ^onr 
grandfathers,  yonr  father,  or  yonr  brother,  G.  W.  Warren,  or  yonr  son  who  is  of 
age? — A.  Hv  grandfather  and  father  I  am  not  ashamed,  Uying  in  the  time  that 
they  did  ana  the  beet  people  in  the  country  bein^  Democrats,  and  thinking  it  best 
for  the  country  for  the  l)emocratic  i>arty  to  be  m  power,  they  should  so  vote.  I 
am  only  ashamed  of  my  brother  so  far  as  he  put  his  hand  to  the  gospel  plow  and 
then  turned  back.  I  mean  by  ttia  that  he  found  the  Democratic  party  not  in 
accord  with  himself,  with  his  own  feelings  and  opinions  or  his  father  or  grand- 
father. I  believe  if  the  older  heads  of  the  Warren  family  were  living  they  woold 
be  Populist.  As  to  my  son,  he  has  never  investigated  and  does  not  know  the  deep- 
dyed  rascality  of  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  comx>are  the  promulgations,  political  doctrines,  and  beliefs 
of  Thomas  E.  Watson  and  the  Populist  party  with  tjhose  of  the  Holy  Evangelists, 
of  Almighty  God,  and  put  these  doctrines  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  Holy 
Gospel  and  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ?— A.  I  make  no  such  comparison. 
Do  you  not  know  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Swan?— A.  Yes. 
Is  he  not  a  Populist? — A.  Yes. 

Is  he  not  recognized  hy  everybody  who  knows  him  as  a  man  of  the  very 
higliest  character  and  integrity,  who  would  not  do  a  wrongful  act  for  political  or 
4iny  other  purposes? — A.  I  know  all  you  have  said  is  true. 

Q.  Was  ne  not  a  member  of  the  board  of  reg^trars?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  raise  any  protest  against  the  unfair  and  partial  acts  of  the  board  of 
registrars  which  you  referred  to  in  your  direct  testimony? — A.  I  was  not  there  all 
the  time,  and  never  heard  him  raise  any. 

Q.  Name  some  specific  cases  and  instances  where  the  board  of  r^strars  acted 
unfairly  toward  the  Populist  party. — A.  Ajb  I  stated  m  my  direct  examination,  the 
tmly  thine  I  saw  was  where  thev  allowed  a  delay  in  looking  up  evidence  agsonst 
the  Populist  and  would  not  allow  delay  when  the  Populist  had  anything  to 
Investigate. 

.  Q.  Did  Mr.  Swan  ever  protest  or  object  to  granting  time  to  the  Democrats  when 
they  asked  it?— A.  I  never  heard  Mr.  Swan  objectTout  did  hear  Mr.  Whigham, 
our  attorney  before  the  board,  object. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Whigham's  protest  overruled  by  the  board  without  anv  protest 
from  Mr.  "Swan? — A.  In  some  instances  they  would  go  right  on  and  attend  to  busi- 
ness and  pay  no  attention  to  Mr.  Whigham;  in  other  instances  Mr.  Hopkins,  the 
chairman,  would  saw  him  off  and  go  right  on.    I  did  not  hear  Mr.  Swan  protest, 

Q.  Was  not  the  reason  of  this  action  by  the  board  because  of  the  fact  that  they 
considered  Mr.  Whigham's  points  and  pointers  unworthy  of  attention  and  made  for 
the  purpose  of  unnecessarily  hindering  and  delaying  tJie  action  of  the  board? — ^A. 
I  do  not  think  that  they  thought  such  was  the  case  or  that  it  was  his  object  to  do 
6o,  for  it  was  to  our  advantage,  the  Populists,  that  all  speed  i>ossible  should  be 
made,  and  if  any  hindering  was  done  it  was  by  the  other  side  and  not  by  us. 

Q.  Why  was  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  Populists  to  expedite  the  proceedings 
before  the  board? — A.  Because  we  knew  that  they  had  Bartow,  one  of  our  strong- 
est districts,  at  the  last  of  the  districts  to  be  investigated,  and  we  were  fearful 
that  many  would  be  left  off  without  a  hearing. 

Q.  Did  they  not  hear  all  cases  arising  from  that  district? — A.  I  think  thore  was 
«ome  mistakes  made,  but  don't  know  as  whether  or  not  aU  had  a  hearing. 

Q.  When  the  Populist  would  ask  for  time  to  prepare  his  case  before  the  board 
was  it  not  granted? — A.  Populists  had  no  cases  to  prepare;  the  books  were  stolen 
and  all  tax  fi.  fas.  were  in  t^e  hands  of  Democrats. 

Q.  Then  the  Populists  asked  for  no  time? — A.  Not  that  I  remember,  as  I  was 
there  only  a  short  time  each  day. 

O.  Did  not  the  board  in  a  number  of  cases  permit  the  Populists  to  go  home  and 
look  for  receipts  and  summons  witnesses  when  they  wanted  them  and  then  appear 
before  the  board  with  their  proofs  at  a  subsequent  day? — A.  I  know  that  to  have 
been  done  several  times. 

Q.  Was  not  the  time  extended  to  Democrats,  about  which  you  have  testified, 
granted  in  each  case  upon  special  recjuest  made  by  them? — A.  That  whenever  they 
wanted  evidence  the  court  would  give  them  time  without  their  a^ng  for  it.  and 
-delay  the  work,  and  everything  would  be  idle  while  the  parties  were  hunting  up 
evidence.  . 

Q.  Is  not  this  just  a  private  individual  opinion  of  yours?— A.  It  is  from  obser- 
vation. 

Q.  Please  name  some  instances  of  this  kind.— A.  I  can  not  recall  any.  as  I  did 
not  know  that  1  would  be  called  on  to  testify  and  kept  iio  memorandum  of  the 
facts. 

Q.  Were  not  the  Populists  just  as  anxious  to  qualify  vOters  who  would  vote 
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with  them  as  the  Democrats  were  to  qualify  voters  who  would  vote  their  ticket? — 
A.  If  they  were  all  like  me  they  were,  but  we  did  not  resort  to  the  means  the 
Democrats  did  around  the  board  to  restore  a  Democrat  and  keep  a  Populist  from 
being  restored. 

Q.  Did  the  Democrats  rettort  to  any  illegal  means  to  disqualify  a  Populist  or  to 
qualify  a  Democrat? — A.  No,  not  of  my  knowledge;  but  the  book3  of  1802  and 
1893  and  the  papers  we  wanted  could  not  be  gotten  at  by  us. 

Q.  What  papers  did  you  want? — A.  We  wanted  any  papers  that  would  clear  up 
a  Populist,  but  they  were  withheld  from  us,  such  as  fi.  fas.  with  entries  on  them. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  the  Democrats  had  such  papers? — A.  We  Populists  asked 
for  them,  and  saw  papers  lying  about  on  the  table,  and  when  we  asked  for  them 
were  refused  the  privilege  of  examining  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  the  Democrats  had  in  their  posses- 
sion any  paper  material  to  the  interest  of  the  Populist  party,  and  which  the  Popu<> 
lists  had  a  right  to  inspect,  which  the  Democrats  purposely  and  illegally  withheld 
from  them?— A.  Don*t  know  it.  but  I  think  so. 

Q.  Kame  one  of  the  pai>ers  you  wanted. — A.  I  can  not.  I  only  heard  Mr.  Whig«- 
ham  when  he  and  others  wanted  the  papers  and  could  not  get  them.  I  do  not 
know  that  the  Democrats  had  them. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  whenever  a  name  of  a  voter  was  called  up  for  investiga- 
tion before  the  board  against  whom  a  tax  fi.  fa.  was  outstanding,  that  the  fi.  fa.  was 
immediately  produced,  and  all  parties  interested  in  the  case  were  permitted  to 
inspect  the  same  if  they  desired? — A.  I  do  not  know  enough  about  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  to  answer  this  question. 

Q.  Did  not  you  see  some  cases  of  this  kind?— A.  Only  Mr.  Bouders's  case,  but  this 
was  not  in  regard  to  papers. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Rouders  attacked  because  a  tax  fi.  f^.  was  outstanding  against 
him? — Al.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  How  is  it  if  you  did  not  know  enough  about  the  proceedings  of  the  board  to 
answer  the  q[uestion  as  to  its  permission  for  parties  interested  in  a  case  to  inspect 
the  fi.  fae.  and  papers  relative  to  such  case,  that  you  can  testify  so  full^,  explicitly, 
and  minutely  as  to  the  methods  employed  by  the  board  in  its  proceedings  and  the 
motives  which  actuated  a  majority  of  the  board? — A.  I  never  said  the  board  was 
pa^rtial  and  dont  say  so  now;  I  simply  stated  the  way  they  proceeded,  and  if  you 
draw  the  inference  that  they  were  partial  you  can  do  it,  but  I  don't  draw  such 
inference. 

Q.  Don't  you  believe  that  the  board  of  registrars  acted  fairly  and  impartially 
between  Democrats  and  Populists?— A.  As  far  as  they  could  with  their  environ- 
ments. 

Q.  Did  you  not  hear  Mr.  Swan,  the  Populist  member  of  the  board,  testify  on 
yesterday  that  the  board  acted  fairly  and  impartiallv  between  Populists  and  Demo- 
crats, and  wasn't  he  in  a  position  to  better  Know  the  motives  which  actuated  the 
members  of  the  board,  and  dont  you  believe  his  testimony  in  this  respect  to  be 
true?— A.  I  do. 

(This  witness  was  asain  put  on  the  stand  Friday  morning,  February  28, 1896. 
Counsel  for  contestee  having  no  more  questions  to  propound,  his  evidence  was 
closed.) 

T.  H.  Warren. 

The  foregoing  testimony  of  T.  H.  Warren,  witness,  beginning  on  page  61  and 
ending  on  page  86,  sworn  to  before  me,  after  the  same  was  read  over  to  witness, 
before  me  February  28, 1896. 

T.  A.  SCARBORO, 

A  Notary  Public  of  Jefferson  County,  Oa. 
Court  adjourned  to  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday  Mornino,  February  22, 

Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  T.  H.  Warren,  witness  on  stand  when 
court  adjourned  yesterday  evening.  On  his  cross-examination,  being  absent  this 
morning,  contestant  proceeded  to  mtroduce  other  evidence. 

R.  P.  WREN  sworn  for  contestant: 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  and  how  long  have  you  been  living  where  you  live  now? — 
A.  I  live  in  seventy-seventh  district  Jeflferson  County  and  have  lived  there  forty- 
one  years. 

Q.  How  old  are  you? — A.  Forty-one  years  old. 

Q.  What  is  your  politics? — ^A.  Populist;  I  never  was  a  Democrat  and  never 
will  be. 
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Q,  What  office  of  trust  do  you  hold  in  Jefferson  Ck)unty? — A.  I  represent  JeSer- 
9011  County  in  the  Georgia  legislature. 

<^.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  the  Democratic  party  in  conducting 
their  political  campaigns  since  1892  and  before  that  time? — ^A.  As  much  so,  I  sup- 
pose, as  any  Populist  in  the  county. 

Q.  State  fully  and  minutely  what  you  know  of  their  methods? — A.  About  1878 
or  1879  I  was  sent  from  this  district  to  Louisville  to  a  nominating  convention  as 
»  Democrat,  that  being  my  first  connection  with  any  political  pai^.  That  day  I 
loat  confidence  in  the  Democratic  party  and  have  never  affiliated  with  them  since, 
tecause  I  caught  them  skinning  each  other.  Their  methods  since  then  have  been 
to  rule  or  ruin.  The}^  never  ask  themselves  the  question  whether  it  is  right  or 
-wrong J  but  *  *  Can  we  win?  "  I  base  this  on  what  prominent  Democrats  say.  when 
I  ask  them  the  question  if  they  do  not  know  that  it  is  wrong  to  debauch  voters 
and  to  intimidate  voters,  the  reply  is  they  are  obliged  to  do  it  to  keep  from  being 
beaten.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Populist  party  in  the  county  every  cam- 
paign has  been  very  bitter  and  the  Populists  have  been  abused,  slandered,  and  in 
some  cases  murdered.  If  there  has  been  a  Democrat  hurt  or  harmed  since  the 
Popalist  party  was  organized  on  account  of  politics  1  do  not  know  it.  I  have 
liad  notice  given  me  that  if  I  went  to  certain  places  with  certain  men  to  make 
speeches  that  we  would  be  attacked  by  a  violent  mob.  This  was  the  night  that 
IDoT'le  was  to  speak  at  Mrs.  Hudson's — ^known  as  the  Tompkins  place.  I  went 
i;vepared  to  defend  my  own  person  and  Doyle.  The  mob  found  out  that  we  were 
prepared  and  did  not  come.  Doyle  returned  to  this  county  after  that  and  made 
other  speeches,  and  he  wore  a  gray  overcoat.  There  was  another  gentleman — Mr. 
Hall — about  the  same  size  and  height  who  wore  an  overcoat  of  the  same  kind, 
"^hen  the  speaking  was  over  (which  was  at  Biinson's  schoolhouse)  and  the  crowd 
began  to  leave  Mr.  Hall,  who  wore  an  overcoat  resembling  that  of  Doyle's,  was 
shot  and  killed.  The  murderer  was  arrested  and  indicted  by.  the  grand  jury,  was 
tried,  and  turned  loose.  1  have  heard  numbers  of  Democrats  curse  Doyle  and 
assert  that  he  ought  to  be  run  out  of  the  country;  that  it  was  a  damned  ontrage 
to  allow  him  to  make  speeches.  I  could  not  see  anything  to  justify  such  remarks. 
He  used  good  language,  spoke  respectful  of  the  white  i>eople  as  a  people,  but  con- 
demned tne  Democratic  party  as  a  party.  He  advise<l  the  colored  people  as  to 
what  he  thought  was  right,  but  did  not  have  anything  to  say  to  the  wnite  people. 
His  argumentis  were  strong  and  convincing,  hence  the  Democrats  hated  him  so 
For  this  reason  Hall  was  killed  through  mistake,  thinking  that  Hall  was 
X>9yle,  it  being  niffht. 

y.  Tell  all  you  know  in  reference  to  the  methods  of  the  registrars  in  their  inves- 
ligation  of  the  voters  before  t'ae  Congressional  election  of  1895. — A.  I  was  pres- 
ent before  the  registrars  one  day,  the  day  they  were  investigating  the  seventy- 
.aeventh  district.  From  what  I  couid  see  I  thought  that  there  had  been  some  work 
/done  by  those  who  legally  held  the  books  and  papers  to  conceal  the  evidence  that 
^existed  against  parties  that  would  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  and  an  overzealous 
•dispdsition  to  expose  the  evidence  existing  against  those  who  would  vote  the  Pop- 
ulist ticket.  I  saw  Mr.  Caulk,  the  ordinary  of  the  county,  and  Mr.  White,  the 
dark  of  the  court  of  the  county;  Mr.  John  Robert  Phillips,  Mr.  R.  N.  Hardeman. 
These  gentlemen,  whenever  a  name  was  called  by  the  registrars  that  was  attacked, 
if  he  was  a  Populist,  these  officers  of  the  county  in  whose  hands  the  books  and 
pax)ers  belonged,  they  would  hunt  and  produce  all  evidence  to  disqualify  him  as 
«  voter.  If  he  was  a  Democrat  they  would  produce  all  the  evidence  that  they 
could  to  qualify  him  as  a  voter,  which  I  thought  was  very  unfair  to  the  public  for 
these  officers  to  manipulate  the  county  records  and  papers  for  the  ben^t  of  any 
party  or  individuals.  1  believe  from  what  I  could  see  that  two  of  the  re^trars 
w^re  competent  men  for  the  position,  though  they  differed  as  to  the  qnalmcataon 
or  disquaufication  of  voters.  I  believe  their  differences  were  honest,  i  saw  cer- 
tain men  who  were  summoned  before  them  as  tax  defaulters  produce  all  reason- 
able proof  that  they  had  paid  their  taxes  or  that  they  were  not  entitled  to  pay  any 
taxes,  some  not  being  21  years  old,  but  the  registrars  refused  to  take  any  proof 
^while  I  was  there  except  their  tax  receipts.  Some  of  these  men  were  charged 
^th  being  def aultei-s  for  ten  and  fifteen  years  back.  Many  of  them  had  thdr 
Teceipts;  others  could  not  find  their  receipts,  were  therefore  disqualified.  This 
threw  the  burden  of  proof  on  the  voter,  when  those  who  had  the  books  and  papers 
in  charge  could  attack  anyone  as  a  defaulter,  and  if  he  had  been  fortunate 
enough  to' keep  his  receipts  he  could  qualify  himself,  otherwise  he  could  not  qual- 
ify himself,  because  the  tax  collector  did  not  make  out  the  list  of  defaulters  at  the 
proper  time  required  by  law. 

Q.  As  a  member  of  the  last  legislature  from  this  county,  did  you  not  Introduce 
a  bill  to  require  the  various  tax  collectors  over  the  State  in  making  their  settle- 
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mentd  with  the  comptroUer-general  for  State  taxes  from  each  county  to  file  with 
him  the  name  of  each  defaulter  and  the  amount  of  taxes  that  he  was  due  the  State, 
and  did  not  the  legislature— a  large  majority  being  Democrats — refuse  to  pass  such 
a  bill? — A.  I  did;  and  the  legislature  did  refuse  to  pass  the  bill,  though  the  bill 
had  a  good  many  supi>orters. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  opinion  of  a  large  number  of  citizens  over  the  State,  including 
yourself  and  other  Fopulist  members  of  the  last  legislature,  that  the  present  regis- 
tration law  was  framed  and  passed  in  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party,  they 
clairaing  that  such  a  law  would  satisfy  the  public  demand  for  purer  and  better 
methods  in  elections? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  foregoing  question  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
iUegal  and  irrelevant,  because  it  does  not  seek  to  obtain  anv  fact  or  facts  known 
by  this  witness,  but  only  to  obtain  his  individual  opinion  and  the  opinion  of  others 
in  hia  opinion;  there  being  no  foundation  laid  for  such  opinion  and  opinions,  the 
witness  not  having  stated  any  facts  upon  which  he  bases  it,  nor  that  he  is  an 
expert  in  political  opinions,  and  this  not  being  a  subject  for  expert  testimony.) 

A.  The  Populists,  as  a  general  thing,  knew  that  the  Democrats  passed  the  rej^- 
tration  law  to  try  to  disqualify  as  many  of  the  Populists  as  they  could.  The 
Democrats  did  not  hesitate  to  admit  that  something  had  to  be  done  or  the  next 
legislature  would  be  Populist.  Democrats  that  I  met  from  different  parts  of  the 
State  while  in  the  legislature  were  free  to  admit  that  the  Populists  hcid  not  had  a 
fair  showing  through  the  State,  and  the  Democrats  through  th ;  State,  in  many 
instances,  were  free  to  admit  that  they  believed  that  Watson  was  elected  in  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district,  but  swindled  out  of  the  election  fraudulently. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  colored  voters  of  this  county,  would  not  at  least 
nine-tenths  of  them  vote  the  PopuHst  ticket  in  preference  to  the  Democratic  ticket 
when  there  was  no  Republican  candidate  in  the  field? — A.  I  believe  that  at  least 
fonr-fifths  of  the  darkies  would  vote  the  Populist  ticket  if  there  was  no  pressure 
brouf^ht  to  bear  on  them  by  the  Democratic  merchants  and  officers  of  the  county. 
And  in  the  absence  of  a  Republican  ticket  I  don't  believe  the  other  fifth  would 
vote  at  all.  Radical  Tom,  a  negro  known  in  this  county  because  he  is  such  a  great 
Republican,  who  lived  on  Mr.  J.  C.  Little's  place  and  was  very  anxious  to  vote 
the  Populist  ticket  in  the  State  election  of  1894,  was  notified  by  Mr.  Little  tJiat  if 
he  did  vote  the  Populist  ticket  and  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  that  he  woold 
run  him  off  of  his  place  and  take  his  horse  and  all  of  his  crop,  but  that  if  he  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket  he  could  still  stay  there  and  keep  what  he  had. 

Q.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Populist  party  in  1892,  is  not  the  commission 
of  crime  greatly  decreased  and  do  not  the  courts  hold  much  shorter  sessions  now 
than  formerly  m  trying  criminals?— A.  I  think  so. 

Q,  State  what  yon  know  since  1802  in  reference  to  elect'.on  managers  and  the 
manner  in  which  election  returns  have  been  consolidated  in  this  county.— A.  I 
have  seen  the  consolidating  board  several  times  while  they  were  receiving  the 
returns  and  consolidating  them.  Whenever  they  are  satisfied  they  have  a  Demo- 
cratic majority  there  is  no  stir  or  dispute  or  excitement  in  consolidating  the  vote, 
but  when  the  Democrats  think  that  the  Populists  have  a  majority  all  the  lai^yers 
except  two  firms  are  retained  or  employed  to  investigate  the  legality  of  the  returns, 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  throw  out  Populist  districts  so  that  they  will  not  be 
counted  m  the  returns  and  thereby  defeat  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  the  voters. 
This  occurred  in  1894.  At  the  same  time  I  heard  one  of  the  Democratic  officers, 
a  member  of  the  returning  board,  who  was  commissioned  by  the  governor  and 
under  oath,  assert  in  a-speech  before  that  returning  board  that  he  would  die  before 
he  would  vote  to  receive  the  return  from  his  district,  that  he  had  already  certified 
to  its  correctness.  I  went  before  Mr.  Caulk  before  the  last  special  Congressional 
election  and  asked  him  not  to  send  the  election  papers  to  that  man  in  that  district, 
telling  him  that  I  had  no  confidence  in  him.  1  also  asked  him  not  to  send  them 
to  other  men  who  had  voted  to  throw  out  their  own  returns,  that  they  had  certi- 
fied to  be  correct;  but  he  sent  them  to  these  same  men.  These  are  the  kind  of 
men  that  hold  the  elections  in  our  county. 

Q.  Were  you  at  a  political  meeting  at  Lofton's  camp  ground  one  night,  in  sev- 
enty-seventh district,  in  1892,  when  Major  Gary,  or  some  one  from  Augusta,  spoke 
there?  State  all  you  have  heard  in  reference  to  that  meeting,  and  how  far  you 
lived  from  that  place.— A.  I  was  not  at  the  meeting;  I  live  a  half  a  mile  from  the 
place,  and  was  in  hearing  of  it;  I  heard  some  thin^  that  occurred  there;  I  heard 
they  had  liquor  there,  for  one  thing;  I  also  heard  they  had  guns  there;  I  heard 
that  Mr.  Gary  made  a  very  short  speech,  and  some  of  the  Democrats  went  home 
drunk;  that  was  about  aJl  I  heard  about  that  meeting. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  question  and  answer  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  hearsay  testimony,  and  therefore  illegal  and  inadmissible.) 
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Q.  State  what  meeting  yon  were  at  at  that  place,  and  all  abont  it.— A.  I  was  at 
a  meeting  at  Lofton's  camp  ground:  I  do  not  know  the  exact  time,  bat  Mr.  White. 
Mr.  Wootten,  tind  Mr.  Jim  Brown,  with  others,  were  present:  the  meeting  was 
appointed  by  the  Democrats;  I  went  over  there;  fonnd  more  Populists  than  Dem- 
ocrats; asked  for  a  division  of  the  time  to  si;eak;  Mr.  White  refused,  and  we 
dividea  the  crowd;  the  Popnlists  spoke  in  one  place  and  the  Democrats  in  another; 
we  kept  a  lot  of  Populists  at  their  fire,  where  they  were  speakin^r;  saw  them 
giving  out  their  liquor,  and  saw  some  of  them  drinldng  it;  when  they  broke  up 
they  went  on  down  the  road  towards  Louisville  shooting,  "cursing,*'  and  halloa- 
ing, and  scared  several  of  the  women  in  the  neighborhood  very  bad 

Q.  Were  von  present  at  an  election  held  at  Stellaville  in  1888,  when  two  R^nb- 
lican  candioates,  McClend  and  Williams,  were  running  for  the  legislature?  If  so, 
state  all  that  occurred  there  that  day  that  you  know  of. — A.  I  was  at  Stellaville  that 
day;  was  one  of  the  election  managers.  We  held  the  election  out-of-doors  on  the 
sidewalk.  I  saw  Mr.  Eld.  Pander  drive  up  in  his  buggy  with  a  jug  that  looked  like 
it  would  hold  about  2  eallons.  I  saw  him  take  different  parties  to  the  buggy  and 
give  them  drinks.  When  he  and  the  balance  got  pretty  full — I  mean  those  that 
were  drinking  with  him — ^he  came  around  on  the  other  side  of  the  house  where 
Williams,  one  of  the  Republican  candidates,  was  standing  with  a  lot  of  hisfriendSy 
and  began  to  curse  and  abuse  him.  There  was  a  one-armed  school-teacher  by  the 
name  of  Lucas,  a  colored  man,  who  was  present,  attempted  to  reason  with  Mr. 
Pander  as  to  Mr.  Williams's  right  to  be  here.  Mr.  Pander  pushed  him  on  the 
street  and  drove  him  off,  follovdng  him,  and  kicking  him  every  now  and  then. 
When  Pander  came  back  Williams  and  a  lot  of  his  friends  had  got  over  the  fence 
and  gone  off  through  the  field.  All  was  quiet  for  probably  an  hour,  when  Bill 
Yancv,  a  Republican,  and  Willis  Parish,  got  into  a  private  quarrel  and  had  a  fist 
and  skull  fight,  when  Alex.  Farmer  jumped  out  of  the  store  door,  called  to  the 
negroes  on  the  grounds  here  all  of  them  to  club  in  on  Mr.  Parish,  and  when  the 
darkies  started  a  lot  of  the  white  people  started,  too.  When  thev  met  they  had  a 
fist  and  skull  figlit — a  sort  of  pitched  oattle — white  folks  and  darkies.  The  white 
folks  got  the  best  of  the  battle  and  the  darkies  went  off.  As  they  went  off  Jack 
Smith  fired  his  pistol  three  or  four  times  at  Willis  Walker.  Jack  was  an  Org^ra- 
ized  Democrat,  and  remained  one  until  he  died  with  consumption.  While  the 
fighting  was  going  on  Alex.  Farmer  slipped  out  of  the  crowd  and  went  up  in  aloft 
in  an  old  storehouse  over  here  on  the  other  side  of  the  street.  That  all  occturred 
about  11  o*cli>ck.  About  12  o*clock  there  was  a  posse  of  men  came  here;  some  of 
them  I  knew  and  some  I  did  not  know.  They  went  up  in  the  loft  where  Alex. 
Farmer  was,  took  him  out  and  whipped  him  with  a  buggy  whip.  I  didn*t  see  him 
whipped,  but  I  heard  the  licks;  I  was  in  hearing. 

Q.  This  posse  that  came  up,  state  where  they  were  from.— A.  Thoee  that  I 
knew  came  from  the  seventy-sixth  district. 

O.  Did  Mr.  R.  T.  Terrell  live  in  the  seventy-six^  district  at  that  time,  and  does 

B  li^ 


he  live  there  now,  and  what  is  his  politics?— A.  He  lived  there  then,  and  I 
he  lives  there  now,  and  he  is  a  Democrat. 

Q.  State  anything  else  you  may  know  in  this  case  which  yon  have  not  been 
specially  interrogated  about.— A.  I  was  not  present  when  the  crime  was  commit* 
ted,  but  facts  before  legal  officers  show  that  the  Democrats  killed  one  Geoige 
Ivey,  who  was  a  colored  Populist,  in  the  seventy-ninth  district.  The  officers  of 
that  district  investigated  the  killing  of  said  Ivey,  and  the  jury  decided  that  he  was 
killed  by  one  Wash  Beach,  but  the  Democrats  from  Louisville  with  the  coroner 
and  lawyers  went  up  and  had  another  investigation  and  decided  that  it  was  justi- 
fiable homicide. 

Cross-examined  by  Counsel  for  Contesteb: 

Q.  Were  not  all  of  your  ancestors  good,  old-time  Democrats? — A.  No,  sir;  they 
were  Whigs  previous  to  the  war. 

Q.  After  the  Whig  party  became  extinct  what  were  their  politics? — A.  I  don*t 
know  what  all  of  their  politics  were;  my  father  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but 
never  did  like  the  Democratic  party  much. 

Q.  Was  not  your  father  elected  to  office  in  this  county  as  a  Democrat? — A.  He 
was  elected  tax  collector,  not  especially  as  a  Democrat,  because  there  was  no  party 
issue  at  that  time. 

Q.  Wei'e  not  all  voters  at  that  time  white  men  and  Democrats? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  the  Democratic  party  the  only  organized  party  in  the  county  at  that 
time? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  What  other  party  had  an  organization  in  this  county? — A.  Republican  party. 

Q.  Did  not  your  father  run  on  the  same  ticket  with  the  other  candidates  put  out 
by  the  DBmocratic  party? — A.  My  father  did  not  form  any  alliance  vidth  any  other 
candidate,  because  ne  had  no  opponent  when  he  run. 
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8.  Was  yoar  father  nominated  before  the  election? — A.  I  think  not. 
.  Didn't  he  mn  for  the  office  with  the  consent  and  at  the  instance  of  the  Oem- 
cratic  party?— A.  Don't  know  abont  that;  I  never  heard  him  say. 

Q.  If  no  other  party  had  candidates  in  the  field  at  that  time  except  the  Demo- 
cratic, wasn't  yotu:  father  obliged  to  mn  on  the  Democratic  ticket?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Please  explain  how  this  is. — A.  He  conld  have  mn  on  an  independent 
ticket. 

O.  Did  he  mn  on  an  independent  ticket?— A.  I  think  that  he  announced  him« 
self  as  a  candidate,  and  no  opposition  came  ont  against  him,  and  was  elected. 

Q.  Didn*t  all  the  other  Democratic  candidates  who  were  in  the  field  at  that  time 
mn  the  same  way  that  yonr  father  did? — A.  I  never  heard  at  that  time  of  any 
nominations  or  putting  ont  of  any  candidates  for  county  officers  by  Democratic 
party;  and  for  the  twelve  or  fourteen  years  since  I  have  been  x>aying  special  atten- 
tion to  the  elections  the  Democrats  have  claimed  that  there  was  no  politics  in 
county  officers. 

(j[.  At  the  time  your  father  was  elected  to  office  to  what  party  did  a  large 
majority  of  the  peojde  belong?— A.  I  can  only  answer  by  relating  certain  drcum- 
stanoes.  A  few  years  prior  to  his  election  the  Republicans  were  in  power  in  this 
county  and  we  were  allowed  three  davs  to  vote,  everybody  required  to  vote  at 
the  county  site;  when  the  white  people  had  spent  nearly  two  davs  of  the  three  and 
gone  back  in  the  latter  part  of  the  second  day  for  the  darkies,  who  were  Republic- 
ans, to  vote,  they  came  very  near  in  the  short  time  that  ¥ras  left  the  second  day— the 
Bepublicans— of  casting  as  many  votes  as  the  Democrats  had  cast  in  nearly  the  two 
dayv.  and  on  the  night  of  the  second  day  the  negroes  were  frightened  from  town 
by  posses  of  men  and  did  not  api>ear  next  morning  to  cast  their  votes,  and  the 
iSemocrats  were  elected.  I  give  this  as  was  related  to  me  hj  a  prominent  Demo- 
crat who  now  lives  in  Louicrnlle;  and  I  believe  the  Republican  and  Democratic 
parties  were  about  eoually  divided. 

Q.  Didn't  your  fatner  receive  more  Democratic  than  Republican  votes?— A.  I 
don't  know;  think  that  some  of  both  parties  voted  for  him. 

Q.  Wasn't  that  during  what  is  known  as  the  reconstruction  period? — A.  I  think 
it  was  just  after  that. 


Q.  How  many  brothers  have  you?— A.  Only  one. 


To  wliat  political  party  does  he  belong?— A.  Democratic,  and  holds  a  county 
office. 

Did  you  ever  vote  a  Republican  ticket? — A.  Never  did. 
Did  you  ever  vote  for  a  Democrat?— A.  For  a  few  special  friends. 
Did  you  ever  vote  for  a  straightout  Republican? — ^A.  No. 
Haven't  you  always  been  a  leader  or  very  prominent  among  what  were  known 
le  Independents  in  politics  in  this  county  since  1883? — A.  I  have  always  oc- 
cupied a  very  humble  x>osition  in  the  Inde|>endent  party,  but  always  thought  it  my 
duty  to  condemn  wrong  wherever  I  found  it.  hence  I  have  opposed  the  Democratic 
party. 

O.  Please  give  us  a  definition  of  wrong,  as  applied  to  politics. — A.  Wrong  to 
publish  a  platform  promising  the  people  one  thing  and  ooing  another;  wrong  to 
try  to  dismnchise  a  man  because  he  belongs  to  one  party  or  to  franchise  another 
man  because  he  belongs  to  another  party.  I  think  that  every  man  ought  to  have 
an  equal  showing  before  the  law.  Anything  short  of  that  is  wrong.  I  think  it  is 
-wrong  to  have  so  many  kinds  of  Democrats,  because  you  deceive  the  public,  as 
they  don't  know  what  kind  of  a  Democrat  you  are. 

Q.  Does  not  ^our  party  now  claim  to  represent  the  principles  of  true  Jeffersonian 
Dcmiocracy  in  its  highest  and  best  analysis?— A.  Our  iMurtv  is  a  sei>arate  and  dis- 
tinct party  from  all  other  parties  whatever,  but  we  do  adhere  to  some  and  the 
most  of  the  principles  taught  by  Thomas  Jefferson. 

Q.  Isn't  this  just  an  individual  opinion  of  yours  and  the  leaders  of  your  party? — 
A.  I  don't  know  what  the  opinion  of  others  is,  but  it  is  my  opinion. 

Court  adjourned  with  R.  P.  Wren  on  stand  on  the  cross  Saturday  evening 
until  9  o'clock  Monday  morning,  February  24, 1896. 

Court  met  Monday  mominp^,  February  24,  1896,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and 
proceeded  with  the  examination  of  R.  P.  Wren. 

Q.  You  have  enumerated  several  things  as  being  in  your  opinion  wrong,  or  polit- 
iciu  wrongs.  Did  not  the  Independent  party  and  does  not  the  Populist  party 
commit  as  manv  of  these  wron^  as  the  IDemocratic  party? — ^A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Since  you  have  been  in  politics  have  you  never  committed  a  political  wrong? — 
A.  Not  willfully. 

Q.  Did  you  not  once  make  a  combination  or  compromise  with  two  Democrats 
who  were  running  for  tax  collector  in  this  county  by  which  you  agreed  to  with- 
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draw  from  the  race  and  leave  the  field  open  to  them  to  fight  it  out  between  them? — 
A.  Not  by  any  compromise. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  offer  as  a  candidate  for  tax  collector  of  this  connty  at  the  aame 
time  that  Jas.  F.  Brown  and  R.  P.  Little,  two  Democrats,  were  mnning  for  that 
office? — A.  I  announced  myself  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  tax  collector  at  the 
same  time  that  Mr.  B.  S.  Carswell,  Mr.  J.  R.  Honter,  Mr.  Little,  and  Mr.  Brow^ 
did. 

Q.  Did  you  not  agree  with  Mr.  J.  F.  Brown  that  if  he  wonld  gire  yon  a  certain 
X)er  cent  of  the  perquisites  of  the  office  that  you  would  withdraw  from  the  race 
and  use  your  influence  and  vote  for  him? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  agree  to  use  no 
influence  nor  vote  for  him. 

Q.  Didn't  you  agree  to  withdraw  from  the  race  upon  the  consideration  named 
in  the  foregoing  question?— A.  I  had  already  decided  to  withdraw  from  the  race 
before  I  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Brown. 

Q.  Didn't  Mr.  Brown  promise  to  give  you  a  certain  per  cent  of  the  fees  of  the 
office  at  that  time — ^the  time  he  was  running  for  tax  collector  and  the  time  when 
you  were  in  the  field  and  withdrew?  I  am  referring  solely  to  that  campaign  and 
election  for  county  officers. — A.  I  made  no  contract  with  Mr.  Brown. 

Q.  Please  answer,  categorically  yes  or  no.  whether  or  not  Mr.  Brown  promised  yon 
a  per  cent  of  the  fees  of  the  office? — A.  I  think  about  three  or  four  days  before  or 
arter  I  announced  that  I  would  not  be  a  candidate  any  longer  that  Mr.  Bit)wn 
mentioned  something  of  the  kind,  and  about  the  same  time  lk&.  L.  R.  Fanner  came 
to  me  with  an  affidavit,  sworn  to,  stating  that  at  some  previous  meeting  of  the 
Organized  Democrats  that  some  of  the  leading  Democrats  had  made  a  proposition 
to  nave  m  •  taken  out  and  beaten  with  a  buggy  trace.  The  same  affidavit  was 
exhibited  at  a  meeting  held  at  Stellaville,  and  some  of  the  witnesses  that  saw  it  is 
still  living. 

Q.  You  haven't  answered  my  question  yet.  Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Brown  make 
the  promise? — ^A.  Mr.  Brown  made  a  proposition. 

Q.  What  was  that  proposition? — A.  I  don't  remember  exactly  what  the  proiK>- 
sition  was. 

Q.  Was  it  not  a  proposition  similar  to  the  one  I  have  been  asking  about? — A.  I 
don't  remember  exactlv  what  the  proposition  was. 

Q.  Can't  you  remember  something  about  the  proposition  and  something  about 
the  character  of  the  proposition? — ^A.  Mr.  Brown  was  very  anxious  forme  tooome 
out  of  the  race,  feeling  assured  that  he  could  control  enough  of  my  friends,  if  I 
would  get  out  of  the  race,  to  insure  his  election,  but  did  not  ask  me  to  support 
him  or  even  vote  for  him. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Wren.  I  know  you  to  be  a  very  shrewd  man  and  a  very  intelligent 
one,  and  at  the  same  time  I  believe  you  to  be  honest.  I  know  that  you  have  intel- 
ligence enough  to  understand  my  question  and  to  answer  it.  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
you  have  memory  enough  to  recollect  what  I  am  asking  about.  Now,  I  ask  you  to 
please  answer  me,  without  equivocation  or  evasion.  Did  Mr.  Brown  make  such  a 
proposition  or  promise  to  you  or  did  he  not? — A.  Mr.  Brown  did  make  a  proposi- 
tion, I  suppose,  in  accordance  with  what  you  are  asking  me,  but  I  don*t  remember 
exactly  what  it  was. 

Q.  Wasn't  this  proposition  made  before  you  openly  withdrew  from  the  race  and 
before  you  publicly  announced  your  withdrawal? — A.  It  may  have  been  or  may 
not.  I  think  that  I  had  handed  my  announcement  to  the  newspaper  man  that 
I  would  not  be  a  candidate  before  Mr.  Brown  made  this  proposition,  because  on 
my  way  down  from  Louisville  the  day  that  I  hand  the  editor  the  notice,  or  the 
day  after  or  before,  I  became  satisfied  that  vnth  the  methods  that  these  two  candi- 
dates had  adopted  with  their  whisky  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  man  who 
was  not  willing  to  adopt  illegal  methods  to  be  elected.  I  do  not  know  whether 
this  notice  had  been  published  or  not. 

Q.  Even  if  you  had  decided  to  withdraw  from  the  race,  and  even  though  you  had 
placed  your  notice  of  that  fact  in  the  hands  of  the  editor,  did  you  not  withhold  this 
information  from  Mr.  Brown  and  his  friends  when  he  or  bis  friends  approached 
vou  on  the  subject? — A.  My  recollection  is  that  I  did  tell  Mr.  Brown.  I  had  or 
had  about  decided  to  come  out  of  the  race,  but  do  not  recollect  exactly  what  did 
happen,  it  has  been  so  long  ago. 

Q.  You  have  testified  that  you  did  not  promise  to  use  your  infiuence  for  Mr. 
Brown  nor  to  vote  for  him,  and  you  have  testified  that  you  notified  him,  to  the 
best  of  your  recollection,  before  any  proposition  was  maae  to  you,  that  yon  had 
come  out  of  the  race,  or  had  about  decided  to  do  so.  These  being  the  facts,  upon 
what  consideration  was  Mr.  Brown's  proposition  to  you  based? — A.  I  did  not  tes- 
tify that  I  did  not  promise  to  vote  for  Mr.  Brown,  but  that  Mr.  Brown  did  not  ask 
me  to  vote  for  him.    I  don't  know  upon  what  consideration  Mr.  Brown^  proposi- 

m  was  based. 
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Q.  Did  yon  promise  to  Mr.  Brown  or  to  any  of  his  friends  that  yon  wonld  ub» 
yonr  inflnence  for  him.  even  thongh  he  never  asked  yon? — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Brown  had  been  elected  to  the  office  wonld  you  not  have  expected  to 
receive  from  him  some  money  or  other  valuable  thing  nnder  his  proposition  to 
yon? — A.  If  I  had  accepted  the  proposition  I  wonld. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  accept  or  acquiesce  in  the  proposition  made  to  yon  bv  Mr* 
Brown? — A.  I  told  Mr.  Brown  that  I  wonld  see  nim  some  other  time,  probably. 

Q.  Did  not  you,  or  some  of  your  friends  acting  for  you,  see  Mr.  Brown  after 
that  and  accept  his  proposition? — A.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Brown  about  that  proposi-^ 
tion  any  more;  don't  know  what  my  friends  done. 

Q.  Dliringthat  same  campaign  did  you  not  accept  a  proposition  from  B.  Pi 
Little,  one  of  the  other  candiaates  who  was  running  for  tax  collector,  to  pay  9150, 
or  some  other  sum? — A.  I  did  not  speak  to  Mr.  R.  F.  Little  during  the  campaign 
that  I  know  of;  I  do  not  remember  having  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Little  or  any 
of  his  friends  who  represented  him. 

Q.  Didn*t  R.  P.  Little,  or  some  of  his  friends,  pay  to  yon  $50  or  other  sum  in 
currency  at  the  time  you  withdrew  from  the  race,  or  before  or  after  that  time?-^ 
A.  Somewhere  between  two  weeks  or  a  month  after  the  election  referred  to,  R.  P;. 
Little  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  himself  or  some  of  his  friends  had  given  Dr; 
Pilchrar  some  notes— I  do  not  remember  the  exact  amount,  but  I  think  it  wa» 
$200 — made  payable  to  me,  and  asked  me  to  see  Dr.  Pilcher  and  get  tiiem.  Some 
time  after  that  I  told  Dr.  Pilcher  what  Little  had  told  me,  and  he  said  **  Yes,"  and 
fi»ve  me  the  notes  and  asked  me,  when  I  told  him  that  I  wished  that  he  had  not^ 
done  so,  to  give  them  to  Little  and  to  collect  only  enough  of  these  two  notes  to  psy 
what  expenses  he  and  some  of  my  hiends  had  gone  to  in  my  campaign.  Mr.  Little 
came  for  the  notes  and  put  up  a  very  poor  mouth:  in  a  verv  pitiful  way  begged  me 
to  be  as  light  as  possible  on  him.  I  told  him  what  had  hapi>ened  and  told  him 
that  he  and  Brown  with  their  corruption  had  crowded  me  out  of  the  race,  but 
that  I  did  not  want  a  single  cent  of  his  money  after  my  expenses  and  my  friends* 
expenses  for  what  time  I  was  in  the  race  was  paid,  which  amounted  to  somewhere 
in  the  neighborhood  of  $50. 

Q.  What  was  the  consideration  of  those  notes? — A.  Don*t  remember;  did  not 
eTen  read  them. 

Q.  Wasn^t  money  enough  gotten  out  of  Little  to  pay  your  campaign  expenses 
referred  to? — A.  Do  not  know  if  that  paid  all  of  it. 

Q.  Didn't  you  promise  to  vote  for  Little? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Didn't  you  promise  to  use  your  influence  for  him? — A.*  I  did  not. 

Q.  Then  how  was  it  that  he  paid  vour  campaign  expenses?— A.  Do  not  know 
that  he  paid  my  campaign  expenses;  he  paid  $50  on  the  notes;  that  I  collected  by 
request. 

Q.  How  was  it  that  the  notes  were  made  payable  to  your  order,  if  you  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it  or  knew  nothing  about  it? — A.  I  do  not  know;  I  did  not  authorize 
the  transaction. 

Q.  After  the  notes  were  executed  and  shown  to  you,  as  you  have  related,  did 
you  not  acquipsce  in  the  transaction  and  either  collect  or  assist  in  collecting 
money  on  them? ^ A.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  the  transaction,  the  execu- 
tion of  the  notes,  or  anything  more  than  I  have  already  stated. 

Q.  To  whom  was  the  §50  on  the  notes  paid?— A.  As  I  stated  in  answer  to  same 
previous  question,  by  request  I  turned  Mr.  Little  over  his  notes  when  he  had  sefe- 
tied  the  amount  required  or  requested  by  the  parties  who  gave  me  the  notes. 

Q.  Didn't  some  of  this  money  come  into  your  hands? — A.  Not  as  my  individual 
money. 

Q.  Didn't  some  of  it  come  into  your  hands,  and  wasn't  it  paid  out  by  you  on 

your  campaign  expenses  or  paid  out  by  some  of  your  friends  on  these  expenses 

'  with  your  knowledge  and  consent? — A.  As  I  stated  before,  by  request  some  part 

was  collected.bat  not  paid  out  by  me;  but  do  not  Imow  what  iny  friends  paid  out» 

Q.  Did  not  your  friends  tell  you  that  these  notes  were  given  to  defray  your 
campaign  expenses,  and  that  this  was  the  purpose  of  them? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  know  that  was  the  purpose  of  them  or  that  the  money  collected 
on  them  would  be  used  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  money  collected  was  actually 
used  for  that  purpose? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Why  was  it  that  you  were  so  cautious  about  accepting  and  collecting  the 
notes? — A.  I  did  not  authorize  the  transaction,  nor  did  I  know  of  the  transaction. 
Did  not  want  Mr.  Little's  money,  and  so  explained  to  him.  I  desired  to  be  honest 
and  to  treat  the  gentleman  fairly.  I  did  not  use  any  caution.  What  I  did  waft 
from  the  purest  of  motives,  as  shown  on  its  face  by  this  testimony,  because  it  is 
well  known  that  the  full  amount  could  have  been  collected,  and  if  it  had  been  for 
a  moneyed  consideration  on  my  part  I  could  have  collected  the  entire  amount,  but 
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in  that  case,  like  many  others,  I  am  now  and  alwavs  have  been  too  lenient  with 
the  Democrats.  They  boast  on  the  streets  to  me  of  their  money— say  openly  and 
boldly  that  they  can  carry  the  election  because  they  have  sot  the  money  to  do  it 
with.  Now,  they  hope  in  this  case  to  make  political  capitu  and  to  kill  time  and 
to  hinder  the  contest  now  pending  between  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  ^ack.  It  is  not 
nay  desire  to  evade  any  question  of  any  importance  to  the  contest  case  now  pend- 
ing;  bat  it  being  a  fact  that  I  have  testified  to  solid  and  undeniable  facts  whi<^ 
these  Democrats  can  not  overcome,  they  desire  to  take  up  much  of  the  valuable 
time  now  allowed  Mr.  Watson  to  rebut  the  evidence  that  they  have  taken  from 
some  of  the  very  parties  that  they  do  hold  to  their  party  by  the  very  methods  that 
they  hope  to  make  it  appear  that  other  good  men  would  stoop  to  participate  in. 

Q.  Don*t  you  think  that  you  are  wasting  much  valuable  time  by  failing  to 
4tnswer  my  questions,  and  going  out  of  your  way  to  utter  Emancipation  Day 
philipmcs  against  the  Democratic  party? — A.  I  hope  not  to  consume  any  more  of 
the  valuable  time  now  allotted  to  Mr.  Watson  to  show  up  the  fraud  comniitted 
l>y  the  Democratic  party  in  the  last  special  Congressional  election;  but,  as  for 
emanci^Hon,  from  what  I  can  leam  of  the  methods  of  the  Democratic  party« 
there  will  have  to  be  another  proclamation  of  emancipation  issued  and  becxnue  a 
law  before  many  of  the  colored  brethren  will  be  allowed  to  vote  as  they  please. 

Q.  Did  not  you  know  or  believe  that  those  notes  given  by  R.  P.  Little  to  yoa 
were  based  upon  a  consideration  the  legality  of  which  was  at  least  doubtful? — A. 
I  did  not. 

<Q.  Who  had  the  custody  of  these  notes;  didn't  you  have  the  custody  of  them 
at  least  a  part  of  the  time? — A.  I  do  not  know  who  had  the  custody  of  these  notes. 
Jlr.  Little  told  me  that  he  had  given  Dr.  Pilcher  some  notes,  and  asked  me  to  see 
him  and  get  them  by  a  certain  time,  and  I  did  so.  I  did  not  have  them  but  a  few 
days. 

Q.  Were  not  these  notes  dated  and  given  either  at  the  time  of  your  withdrawal 
«r  just  before  or  after  that  time,  even  though  the  transaction  did  not  come  to 
your  attention  until  after  the  election  was  over? — A.  I  did  not  notice  whm  the 
notes  were  made  or  delivered  or  made  payable.  This  matter  was  made  an  issue 
by  the  Democrats  in  the  last  campaign,  in  which  they  had  the  two  best  men  of 
their  party  as  candidates,  one  of  them  (the  candidates)  being  the  richest  or  about 
the  richest  man  in  the  county,  and  both  of  tiiem  being  as  good  men  as  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  this  county  affords;  and  in  spite  of  the  great  to  do  the  poor  little 
dyin^  Democratic  party  of  the  county  made  over  this  little  occurrence,  hoping  to 
manufacture  little  camxmign  straw  while  in  their  last  agonies— in  spite  of  all 
this,  I  was  elected  to  tiie  legislature  to  represent  this  county. 

Q.  If  you  didn't  want  to  use  the  money  of  R.  P.  Little  or  have  it  used  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  your  campaign  expenses,  could  you  not  easily  have  had 
at  returned  to  Mr.  Little  and  thus  have  ended  the  whole  matter  then  and 
there? — A.  I  have  always  thought  that  when  the  Democratic  party  or  any  other 
party  bv  violation  of  the  law  under  which  any  election  is  held  destroys  the  chance 
4»f  any  honest,  law-abiding  citizen  who  may  be  a  candidate  that  it  would  be  per- 
fectly right  to  make  these  parties  who  commit  such  crimes  against  the  constitu- 
tional rights  and  the  legal  rights  of  any  citizen  or  candidate  pay  any  expenses 
that  might  have  accrued  by  reason  of  his  candidacy. 

Q.  That  is  your  idea  of  |)olitical  ethics,  and  that  you  were  trying  to  make  R.  P. 
Xiittle  paj  for  the  corruption  and  crimes  which  you  conceive  to  exist  in  your 
imagination  in  the  Democratic  party? — A.  I  have  no  particular  idea  of  ethics  or 
anytiiing  else  that  is  not  based  on  the  law  when  it  comes  to  Democratic  methods, 
nor  I  have  no  idea  of  punishments,  legal  or  illegal,  for  a  Democrat  who  violates 
the  law  in  elections,  because  crime  has  been  committed  in  our  county  time  and 
again,  men  murdered,  white  and  black,  and  nobody  convicted  for  the  commission 
of  such  crimes.  I  have  never  known  a  Democrat  to  be  killed  in  this  county  by 
a  Populist. 

Q.  Was  not  an  effort  made  to  collect  these  notes,  or  were  they  not  presented 
for  collection  to  the  luakc  r  of  them,  and  did  he  not  refuse  to  pay  the  balance  on 
them  on  the  ground  that  they  were  based  upon  an  illegal  consideration  (h*  that 
you  and  your  friends  had  failed  to  carry  out  your  contract  to  assist  Little  in  his 
election  and  thus  the  couFideration  had  failed,  even  though  it  had  been  legal? — A, 
All  I  know  about  the  notes  is  that  Mr.  Litt'e  told  me  that  such  notes  existed  and 
nrhere  they  were  and  asked  me  to  get  them  by  a  certain  time  set  by  himself,  and 
I  did  so.  I  was  not  at  home,  but  at  my  father's,  and  he  came  by  my  house  and 
'vent  on  to  my  father *s  to  see  me  about  the  notes.  I  never  did  hear  any  com- 
plaint as  to  the  legality  or  illegality  of  said  notes.  They  were  not  presented  to 
Mr.  Little  for  collection.  I  made  no  contract  with  Mr.  Little  and  did  not 
Authorize  any  one  else  to  do  so. 
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Q.  Did  yon  ever  read  the  notes,  Mr.  Wren,  or  either  of  them?— A.  I  did  not.  I 
do  not  even  know  the  exact  amount  of  these  notes. 

Q.  Then  how  do  yon  know  that  they  were  based  npon  a  valid  consideration  and 
that  yon  could  have  collected  them  haa  you  attempted  to  do  so? — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
that  they  were  based  upon  a  valid  consideration;  all  that  I  know  is  that  the  Lit- 
ties  ttt  that  time  was  good  for  any  amount  that  they  gave  their  notes  for  and  that 
Mr.  Little  told  me  where  the  notes  was,  and  the  x>arty  i^ve  them  to  me  at  night 
and  I  stuck  them  in  mv  coat  pocket  and  did  not  examine  them. 

Q.  When  yon  attended  the  nominating  convention  in  Louisville  about  1878  or 
1879,  did  you  not  g^  as  a  Democrat,  and  were  you  not  affiliating  with  that  party? — 
A.  I  think  that  about  that  time  was  my  first  trip  to  any  political  convention,  and 
I  caught  the  Democrats  skinning  each  other  and  I  did  not  affiliate  with  them  any 
more. 

Q.  Were  you  not  in  the  Democratic  nominating  convention  held  in  Louisville 
in  1882  when  Brinson  and  Tarver  bolted  and  ran  against  Singlefield  and  Staple- 
ton  as  independents? — A.  This  was  the  convention  neld  two  years  after  the  one  I 
moitioned  in  the  last  question,  when  I  stated  that  they  were  skinning  each  other; 
and  in  this  convention  thev  were  politely  requested  to  tote  fair  and  to  allow  the 
delegates  who  were  electea  to  that  convention  and  who  favored  Brinson  and  Tar- 
ver to  vote  like  they  promised  the  people  who  elected  them  to  said  convention. 
They  refused  to  do  so,  and  the  Brinson  and  Tarver  men  did  not  go  into  the  conven- 
tion with  them,  but  nominated  an  independent  ticket  and  organixed  an  independ- 
ent party  and  beat  the  Organized  Democrat  party  about  1,100  majority.  I  was 
sent  from  the  seventy-seventh  district  as  a  delegate,  instructed  to  bolt  the  con- 
vention if  justice  was  not  done,  the  people  who  elected  me  knowing  that  I  was 
not  a  Democrat  after  the  kind  that  had  been  controlling  the  xx>litical  aftain  of  the 
county,  or  any  other  kind  of  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Were  not  Sinquefield  and  Stapleton  the  Democratic  candidates  who  ran  that 
year  agionst  Brinson  and  Tarver?— A.  No,  sir;  if  I  am  not  badly  mistaken. 

Q.  Ain't  you  mistaken?  Wasn't  it  1884  that  Bivers  and  Palmer  ran  and  were 
beaten  by  Brinson  and  Tarver? — A.  The  first  convention  I  was  in  Stapleton  and 
Sinquefield  was  nominated  and  elected.  The  next  convention  that  was  held  and 
that  I  was  present  at  was  bolted,  and  two  tickets  was  nominated.  I  do  not 
remember  the  exact  years  that  these  conventions  were  hedd. 

Q.  Didn't  the  bolters,  or  Independents,  as  yon  may  call  them,  go  into  those 
Democratic  conventions  with  the  desire  and  purpose*  of  obtaining  the  nomina- 
tion?— A.  Those  of  us  that  was  in  the  convention  before  that  knew  within  our- 
selves that  it  was  useless  to  make  any  effort  to  nominate  any  candidates  that  a 
certain  crowd  opposed,  but  was  dragged  in  to  make  an  effort  to  nominate  candi* 
dates  that  was  put  forward  by  the  masses  of  the  people,  but  to  gratify  our  friends 
who  desired  to  vote  with  us,  but  did  not  believe  that  the  organized  Democrats 
would  treat  us  as  tLey  did. 

Q.  Was  not  Judge  John  W.  Brinson  what  might  be  called  the  father  of  inde- 
pendentism  in  this  conn  try.  and  was  not  he  the  most  prominent  leader  of  that 
party? — ^A.  Many  of  the  Organized  Democrats  thouarht  that  he  was  the  main  leader 
of  the  party,  ana  so  ex]}res3ed  themtselves.  I  am  told  by  responsible  men  that  the 
Organi2M3d  Democrats  of  Louisville  and  the  surrounding  Democrats  in  reach  of 
Louisville  did  organize  a  mob  the  night  after  a  certain  election  in  which  Brinson 
was  defeated.  They  made  some  kind  of  an  image  and  burnt  it  with  great  cere- 
mony, which  showed  that  it  was  only  an  ejEpre^sion  of  their  feeling  and  desire  to 
treat  Brinson  himself  in  the  same  way.  At  least  I  felt  when  I  heard  of  the  occur- 
rence that  must  have  been  their  feelings  towards  Brinson. 

Q.  Name  some  of  those  responsible  parties  who  told  all  that. — A.  I  think  Mr. 
Jim  Little,  J.  J.  Keith  were  the  parties  who  told  me  alter  I  asked  them  about;  also 
Mr.  R.  H.  Watkins. 

Q.  Dont  you  know  or  haven't  you  heard  that  Mr.  Ellis  .Johnson  was  one  of  the 
men  who  was  present  at  the  ceremony  over  that  burning  image,  and  that  he  took 
a  very  active  part  in  the  ceremony  and  delivered  a  funeral  oration  over  the  polit- 
ical corx>se  of  Judge  Brinson?— A.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Johnson  or  any  other 
individual  was  euKaged  in  the  proceedings.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  heard 
of  any  one  individually  that  was  engageid  in  the  affair. 

Q.  Wasn't  Mr.  Ellis  Johnson  a  Populist  from  about  the  time  of  the  organization 
of  that  party  up  to  the  time  of  his  death? — A.  I  think  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  Populist. 

Q.  HavenH  you  heard  him  make  Populist  speeches?— A.  I  may  have;  ao  not 
remember:  have  heard  him  make  Alliance  speeches. 

Q.  Were  you  not  a  stanch  supporter  of  Judge  Brinson  in  his  cami>aigns;  and 
didn't  you  make  stump  speeches  in  his  behalf  when  he  was  running  as  an  Inde- 
pendent candidate? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  nearlv  all  of  those  who  were  Index)endentB  are  now  mem- 
bers of  the  Populist  party? — A.  Great  many  of  them  are  members  of  the  Populist 
party,  and  great  many  who  were  organized  Democrats  are  members  of  the  Popu- 
list i>arty  now. 

Q.  In  the  election  of  1888  were  there  not  three  tickets  in  the  tield.  namely,  R.  L. 
Gamble  and  A.  E.  Tarver  on  Democratic  ticket,  A.  C.  Taylor  and  L.  G.  Haddenon  the 
Independent  ticket,  W.  M.  McLeod  and  P.  T.  Williamson  the  Republican  ticket; 
and  were  not  all  these  candidates  running  for  the  legislature?— A.  I  think  they 
were  all  candidates  and  were  all  running  lor  the  legislature,  but  do  not  remember 
the  exact  year,  and  were  representing  the  Democratic,  Republican,  and  Inde- 
X)endent  parties,  as  stated  in  your  question. 

Q.  At  what  precinct  were  you  on  day  of  election,  when  all  these  candidates  were 
running  at  the  same  time? — A.  At  Stellaville,  Ga. — seventy-seventh  district. 

Q.  Wno,  besides  Jack  Smith  and  Ed.  Ponder,  who  were  in  the  crowd  that  day, 
helped  to  beat  up  Willis  Walker? — A.  I  was  one  of  the  election  managers, 
ana  I  heard  Alex.  Farmer  call  to  the  darkies  and  say,  **Come  on:  let*8  ^o  down 
yonder  and  defend  our  man."  I  raised  up  from  the  table  and  looked  down  the 
way  he  was  going,  and  saw  Willis  Parrish  and  Bill  Yancy  in  a  fist-and-akull 
fight.  No  one  else  was  with  them  when  Alex,  and  the  darkies  that  he  called  to 
started;  number  of  white  men  started  also  that  was  standing  off  some  40  yards, 
and  the  farther  they  went  the  closer  they  got  together,  and  when  they  idl  got 
together  the  fight  commenced.  I  saw  Willis  Walker  run  off  across  the  field  and 
Jack  Smith  shooting  at  him,  or  in  that  direction;  and  others  were  shooting.  I  do 
not  know  who  was  in  that  crowd,  except  those  already  mentioned;  but  there  were 
others,  both  white  and  black. 

Q.  Were  not  Ed.  Ponder  and  Jack  Smith  the  only  men  in  that  party  who  were» 
or  afterwards  became.  Democrats? — A.  I  do  not  know;  do  not  know  aU  the  par* 
ties  who  was  in  that  crowd. 

Q.  Were  not  John  Parrish  and  a  white  man  named  Jim  Barrow  in  that  crowd 
that  day? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  were  not.  I  waa  holding  the 
polls,  and  was  obliged  to  stay  at  the  table;  did  not  go  down  to  where  the  fight 
occurred. 

Q.  Were  not  a  considerable  number  of  white  men  in  that  crowd? — ^A.  I  think  it 
waj  pretty  equally  divided,  there  being  about  8  or  10  whites  and  about  the  same 
number  of  blacks. 

Q.  Were  not  nearly  all  the  white  men  who  were  around  the  polls  that  day  Inde* 

Sendents.  and  did  not  the  Independent  element  largely  predominate  here? — A.  I 
on't  know  exactly  what  number  of  votes  each  ticket  or  party  received.  I  think 
all  of  the  Democrats  in  the  district  who  did  not  go  to  Louisville  to  vote  was  here, 
and  that  the  Republicans  would  have  had  a  majority  if  they  had  not  beesi  inter- 
rupted, and  that  the  Independents  would  have  received  the  next  highest  vote. 

O.  Hasn't  this  seventy-seventh  district  always  been  the  main  stronghold  of  the 
Independent  party? — A.  The  seventy-seventh  district  is  composed  of  people  who 
studv,  inform  themselves,  so  as  to  know  how  to  vote  intelligently,  and  tiiey  are 
I)eople  who  know  what  their  political  rights  are,  and  will  not  be  ^ctated  to  by  any 
party  or  set  of  men,  but  think  and  act  for  themselves  independent  of  any  party; 
hence  it  is  considered  the  stronghold  of  the  Independent  party  and  the  Populist 
party  of  this  county. 

Q.  Are  not  all  of  these  Independent  students  and  thinkers  controlled  absolutely 
now  by  the  dicta  and  teachings  of  Mr.  Thomaa  E.  Watson,  and  do  thev  not 
subscribe  to  every  utterance  of  his  and  follow  his  teachings? — A.  I  don't  xnow 
exactly  what  all  of  these  Independent  students  think  of  Mr.  Watson,  but  I  know 
the  most  of  them  vote  for  him. 

Q.  Wasn't  Willis  Parish  an  Independent  in  the  election  in  1888,  and  isn't  he 
now  a  Populist? — A.  He  is  now  a  Populist,  but  I  did  not  know  what  his  pditics 
was  in  1888. 

Q.  Were  not  Alex.  Farmer,  Bill  Yancey,  and  Willis  Walker  colored  men,  and 
were  they  not  Republicans  in  that  election  of  1888? — A.  These  three  men  were 
colored  men,  and  1  think  that  Yancey  and  Farmer  were  Republicans,  and  that 
Walker  would  have  voted  the  Independent  ticket. 

Q.  Have  not  Alex.  Farmer  and  Bill  Yancey  voted  with  the  Democrats  ever  since 
the  Populist  paiiy  was  organized,  and  ever  since  that  election  in  1888  in  all  State 
and  county  elections? — A.  I  do  not  know  how  they  have  voted.  One  of  them* 
Alex.  Farmer,  told  me  when  I  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  that  he  would  be 
glad  to  see  me  elected.    I  do  not  know  how  he  voted. 

Q.  Isn't  it  true  that  when  the  Independents  had  a  candidate  in  the  field  in  this 
countv  for  the  legislature  that  they  also  had  on  that  ticket  the  names  of  all  the 
state-house  officers  from  governor  down  who  were  running  on  the  Democratic 
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ticket,  mclnding  the  Democratic  nominee  of  the  Eighteenth  State  senatorial  dls* 
trict — wa«  not  that  the  ticket  voted  by  the  Independents? — A.  I  do  not  remember 
all  of  the  parties'  names  that  was  on  the  ticket.  I  know  abont  that  time  that  there 
'was  considerable  kicking  up  against  the  Democratic  party,  and  that  somehow,  I  do 
not  know  exactly  how  it  was,  that  John  L.  Davidson,  of  Augusta,  and  some  of 
the  Democrats  had  some  trouble  about  the  nomination,  and  his  name  was  placed 
on  the  Independent  ticket  and  he  was  elected. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  Independents  in  this  senatorial  district  elected 
or  could  elect  John  S.  Davidson  as  senator  over  and  against  the  Democratic  votes 
in  this  senatorial  district? — A.  I  do  not  understand  now  exactly  how  it  did  hap- 
pen, but  I  know  Mr.  Davidson  had  some  trouble  in  a  convention  held  in  Augusta 
for  the  purpose  of  nominating  a  senator,  and  that  the  Index>endent  party  in  the 
comity  supported  Mr.  Davidson. 

Q.  Was  any  other  candidate  put  out  by  the  Democratic  party  to  run  against 
Mr.  Davidson  for  State  senator? — A.  I  don't  remember;  I  think  there  was. 

Q.  Don't  you  recognize  this  ticket  printed  on  yellow  paper  and  having  the  fol- 
lowing names  of  candidates  to  it:  For  governor  of  Oeorgia,  Jno.  B.  GK)rdon;  for 
secretary  of  state,  Nathaniel  C.  Bamett;  for  treasurer,  Kobt.  U.  Hardeaian;  for 
comptroller-general,  Wm.  A.  Wright;  for  attorney-general,  Clifford  Anderson;  for 
senator,  eighteenth  district,  Thos.  C.  Gibson;  for  members  of  legislature  from  Jef- 
ferson County,  Absolem  C.  Taylor  and  Lawson  G.  Hadden,  to  be  the  ticket  put 
out  and  voted  by  the  Independent  party  in  this  county? — A.  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  that  ticket? — A.  I  voted  part  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  for  any  of  the  statehoose  officers?  If  so.  which  oner  Or  for 
the  senator? — A.  I  think  I  wrote  my  own  ticket  and  voted  only  for  the  represent- 
atives. 

Q.  This  ticket  was  put  out  in  1888  at  the  same  time  McLeod  and  Williams,  the 
Republican  candid  ites,  were  in  the  field,  was  it  not? — A.  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Kow.  I  ask  you  if  these  two  tickets,  one  with  A.  E.  Tarver  and  J.  W.  Brin- 
Bon  on  it  as  Independent  candidates,  as  candidates  for  the  legislature,  with  all  of 
the  Democratic  nominees  for  statehouse  offices,  headed  with  A.  H.  Stevens  for 
governor  on  it.  and  the  other  ticket  with  the  same  Independent  candidates  for  the 
legislature  with  Judge  Brinson's  picture  on  it,  and  with  the  Democratic  candid»ftte0 
for  statehouse  offices,  headed  by  Jno.  B.  Gordan  for  governor,  also  to  be  tickets 
put  out  and  to  be  voted  by  the  Independent  party  at  two  other  elections? — A.  At 
that  time  the  dissatisfaction  had  not  spread  so  well  all  over  the  State  as  it  has  now. 
But  we  Independents  of  Jefferson  County  had  l>egan  to  see  the  workings  of  the 
Democratic  party,  had  become  dissatisfied  and  refused  to  vote  for  candidates  that 
we  thought  to  b3  nominated  by  men  or  a  party  that  we  were  not  willing  to  follow, 
and  thes3  other  statehouse  officers  being  all  that  there  was  in  the  field,  the  Repub- 
lican part}'  having  ceased  to  run  a  ticket,  their  names  were  put  on  the  Independent 
ticket. 

Q.  Were  not  these  tickets  which  I  have  exhibited  to  you  and  which  you  have 
identified  the  ones  that  wereput  out  by  the  Independents  in  the  years  1882,  1886^ 
and  1888.  resx)ectively? — A.  They  may  be,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  voted  either  of 
these  tickets  without  changing  or  erasing  some  of  the  names. 

Q.  Did  not  Lucius  J.  Gartrell  run  for  governor  of  Georgia  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  with  a  corps  of  Republican  candidates  for  statehouse  offices  on  the  ticket, 
in  the  year  1882? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Did  the  Independent  party  put  the  names  of  these  candidates  for  the  legisla* 
ture  on  the  Republican  ticket  for  statehouse  offices  that  was  headed  by  L.  J.  Gar- 
trell for  governor? — A.  I  don't  think  that  the  Independent  party  of  this  county  paid 
a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  State  ticket,  but  fought  the  Organized  Democracy 
of  the  county  with  all  their  power.  The  Independent  party  had  not  been  driven  so 
far  from  the  old  Democratic  party  at  that  time  by  vicious  methods  as  they  are  now. 
We  had  not  made  as  many  efforts  to  place  our  government  in  the  hands  of  the 
people,  where  it  belongs,  and  had  been  voted  down,  like  we  are  now,  by  polling 
16,()00  votes  when  they  possibly  had  ten  or  twelve  thousand  votes,  like  they  have 
been  doing  in  Augusta. 

Q.  How  many  times  have  the  Independents  elected  their  candidates  in  this 
county? — A.  The  Indei)endents  elected  their  candidates  one  time,  and  the  Popu- 
lists since  they  have  been  organized  elected  their  candidates  one  time,  but  my 
opinion  is  that  with  a  free  vote  and  a  fair  count,  without  any  threats  or  intimida- 
tion on  part  of  Democratic  bosses,  that  the  Populist  party  in  this  county  would 
carry  the  county  by  a  majority  of  four  to  six  hundred  votes  all  the  time. 

Q.  You  have  with  apparent  relish  and  pleasure  repeatedly  testified  to  the  vile, 
corrupt,  and  vicious  methods  employed  by  the  Democrats,  and  you  have  also  testi- 
fied that  a  good  number  of  men  have  left  the  Democratic  party  and  joined  the 
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Populist  party.  Now  don*t  yon  think  that  yon  proselyted  and  brought  into  the 
Populist  party  some  at  least  of  these  vile,  corrupt,  and  vicious  Democrats? — A.  It 
is  <»ily  such  men  that  see  the  error  of  their  way,  realize  that  it  is  wrong  to  remain 
in  a  party  that  claims  for  itself  more  than  it  is  willing  to  grant  to  other  rarties — 
it  is  only  the  best  element  of  the  Democratic  party  that  comes  to  the  Fopulist 
party;  hence  the  more  of  the  Democrats  that  come  to  the  PopnUst  party  the  worse 
it  leaves  the  Democratic  party. 

S.  Now,  Mr.  Wren,  do  you  mean  to  say  that  all  of  the  best,  the  most  honorable, 
most  upright  men  in  the  county  have  left  the  Democratic  party  and  joined  the 
Populists? — ^A.  No;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that.  There  are  yet  some  good  men  in  ^e 
X)emocratic  partv. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  a  number  of  white  Populists,  or  several 
at  feast,  have  left  the  Populist  party  and  come  back  to  the  Democratic  party  within 
the  last  year  or  two  because  they  said  they  could  not  stand  the  methods  and  prac- 
tices of  the  Populist  partv? — ^A.  I  have  never  heard  of  such  a  case:  there  may  be 
a  few.  I  do  not  know  wno  went  back  to  the  Democratic  party  professing  they 
could  not  stand  the  Populist  methods,  unless  it  was  because  tiiey  could  not  get 
any  li£por  to  drink. 

Q.  This  being  the  case,  may  we  not  expect  to  have  joxx  back  with  us  in  a  very  short 
time? — ^A.  No,  sir.  I  am  a  temperance  man,  and  if  I  was  not  I  would  not  drink 
the  Democratic  campaign  liauor  that  they  use.  I  heard  a  man  say  that  it  was  so 
mean  that  when  he  drank  it  he  could  not  tell  whether  he  had  his  hreecbes  on  hind 
part  before  or  not. 

Q.  In  the  Presidential  election  when  Harrison  was  the  Republican  candidate  for 
President  and  when  Mr.  Black  and  Mr.  Watscm  were  running  for  Congress  from 
this  district,  on  the  dav  of  that  election  did  not  Mr.  Watson  have  his  name  printed 
on  the  Republican  ticket  headed  bj  Harrison  and  on  the  Democratic  ticket  beaded 
by  Cleveland  and  on  the  Populist  ticket  headed  by  Weaver  and  also  on  the 
National  Prohibition  ticket? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Watson  or  some  one 
else  had  those  tickets  printed  and  sent  out. 

S.  Were  not  all  of  tnose  tickets  with  Mr.  Watson^s  name  printed  thereon  at  the 
s  that  day?— A.  I  did  not  see  aU  these  tickets,  though  they  mig^t  have  been 
there,  because  I  think  that  all  of  the  Prohibitionists  in  the  county  certainly  ought 
to  have  voted  for  him  under  the  circumstances,  and  many  of  the  Republicans  no 
doubt  did  vote  for  him,  and  I  expect  a  lot  of  the  Democrats  on  the  sly. 

Q.  Didn't  you  see  Mr.  WatsonTs  name  printed  on  the  same  ticket  that  Harriaon^s 
name  was  on? — A.  I  do  not  remember;  but  I  think  that  it  was,  there  being  a  lot 
of  Republicans  in  the  county  who  desired  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket  and,  there 
being  no  Republican  nominee  in  this  district,  also  desired  to  vote  for  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Watson's  name  put  upon  all  these  tickets,  to  wit.  Populist, 
Republican,  Prohibitionist,  and  Democratic,  for  the  puipose  of  deceiving  the  illit- 
erate negroes,  who  could  neither  read  nor  write,  and  did  it  not  actually  deceive 
them? — A.  I  do  not  think  that  his  name  was  put  on  these  tickets  for  the  purpose 
of  deceivin(^  the  illiterate  colored  people  or  anyone  else.  The  Populists  do  not 
seek  to  deceive  anyone  whatever.  I  suppose  his  name  was  put  on  there  by  the 
request  of  some  parties  who  were  members  of  the  party,  because  they  desired  to 
vote  their  party  ticket  with  that  exception. 

Q.  If  this  did  not  deceive  the  negro,  who  as  everybody  knows  wants  to  and  will 
vote  the  national  Republican  ticket  when  there  is  one  in  the  field,  how  do  yon 
account  for  this  fact,  that  in  the  eighty-second  or  Louisville  district,  and  in  the 
eighty-third  or  Wadley  district,  and  in  the  eighty-fourth  district,  where  Black 
received  very  large  majorities  over  Watson,  Harrison  also  received  a  large  vote; 
while  on  the  other  hand  in  the  districts,  such  as  the  seventy-seventh,  eighty-first, 
and  eighty-fifth,  where  Watson  received  verj  large  majorities  over  Black,  Har- 
rison ^ot  very  few  votes;  and  that  in  those  districts  where  Black  received  large 
majorities  he  ran  considerably  ahead  of  the  Democratic  national  ticket,  and  in 
those  districts  where  Watson  received  large  majorities  the  Populist  national 
ticket,  or  Weaver,  ran  nearly  even  with  him,  as  appears  from  the  tabulated  state- 
ment already  in  evidence,  being  introduced  in  the  evidence  of  T.  H.  Warren.  For 
instance,  in  the  eighty-second  or  Louisville  district,  the  vote  was  as  f<^ow8,  viz: 
Black,  285:  Watson,  61;  aeveland.  177;  Harrison,  186;  Weaver,  84.  In  the 
Eighty-third  district:  Black,  226;  Watson,  186;  Cleveland.  157:  Harrison,  134, 
and  Weaver,  120.  In  the  Eighty-fourth  district:  Black,  118;  Watson,  73;  Cleve- 
land, 50;  Harrison,  100,  and  Weaver,  40.  Whilein  the  following  Populist  districts 
the  vo'-e  was  as  follows,  viz:  In  the  seventy-seventh  district  (or  Stellaville). 
Watson  received  288:  Black,  86:  Cleveland,  40:  Harrison,  16,  and  Weaver,  268. 
In  the  eighty-first  district:  Watson,  289;  Black^58;  Cleveland,  55;  Harrison,  8. 
and  Weaver,  228.    In  the  Eighty-fifth  district:  Watson,  284;  Black,  169;  aeve- 
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land^  129;  Harrisou.  d8,  and  Weaver,  269.  In  the  fourteen  hundred  an:)  sixtieth. 
district:  Watson,  201;  Black,  75;  Cleveland,  71;  Harrison,  7,  and  Weaver,  199?— A* 
I  can  not^count  for  all  things  at  all  times,  but  the  elections  at  that  time  inmost 
of  these  rural  districts  was  held  by  Democrats.  If  there  was  any  doctoring  of 
the  returns  it  must  have  been  done  by  them.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  voter 
voted  for  or  against  Mr.  Harrison  without  knowing  who  he  was  voting  tor.  It 
might  be  accounted  for  in  this  way:  The  Demociats  were  extremely  anxious  to 
get  votes  for  Major  Black  and  they  may  have  traded  with  the  Republicans.  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Q.  Isn't  the  only  fair  inference  to  be  drawn  from  these  facts  this,  that  the  Demo- 
crats allowed  the  negi-oes  to  vote  as  they  pleased,  while  the  Populists  prevented 
the  most  of  them  from  voting  the  national  Republican  ticket? — A.  No,  sir;  the 
Democrats  do  not  allow  the  colored  people  to  vote  for  their  choice  as  the  Populists- 
do.  In  this  district  and  other  districts  where  the  people,  both  white  and  colored^ 
vote  their  sentiment  without  being  bothered,  the  most  of  them,  as  shown  by  thes& 
returns  and  other  returns,  that  the}'  vote  as  a  party,  and  in  these  two,  or  maybe 
three,  where  the  Democrats  get  a  majority,  and  where  they  draw  votes  from  all 
over  the  county  to  these  precincts,  the  Democrats  who  hola  these  elections,  wha 
has  dispossessed  the  Republican  party  of  their  position  in  the  State  government, 
and  who  are  now  so  lovely  and  so  much  in  love  with  the  dear  Republican  party, 
whom  they  expect  to  have  to  appear  before  and  give  an  account  of  the  way  they 
have  managed  and  treated  the  Republicans  for  the  last  twenty-seven  or  thirty 
years.  They  hope  now  to  get  forgiveness  by  showing  that  the  strongest  Demo- 
crat districts  in  the  county  is  also  the  strongest  kepublican  districts.  This  is  not 
strange  to  me,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  I  can  not  account  for  it  in  any  other  way 
I  have,  for  in  this  county  the  Democrats  do  many  wonderful  things  that  can  not 
be  accounted  for  by  any  reasonable  minds. 

This  witness  was  again  put  uiK>n  the  stand  Friday,  February  28, 1896.  CounaeL 
for  contestee  having  no  more  questions  to  propound,  his  evidence  was  closed. 

B.  P.  Wren. 

The  foregoing  testimony  of  B.  P.  Wren,  witness,  beginning  on  page  86  and  end- 
ing on  page  159,  sworn  to  before  me  after  the  same  was  read  over  to  witness 
before  February  28, 1896. 

T.  A.  SOARBORO, 

A  Notary  Public  of  Jefferson  County,  Oa. 

February  24. 

Monday  night  court  adjourned  at  10  o'clock  until  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,. 
R.  P.  Wren  on  the  stand. 

Court  oonvened  pursuant  to  adjonmmeut,  R.  P.  Wren  being  absent. 

WESLEY  JACKSON,  colored,  was  introduced  for  contestant: 

Q.  State  where  yon  live  and  how  long  you  have  been  living  there. — A.  I  lives  in 
the  Seventy-seventh  district,  on  Judse  Brenson  place,  and  has  been  for  three  years; 
before  I  went  to  Judge  Brenson  I  had  been  living  in  same  district  for  seven  years. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  political  methods  of  all  the  parties  in  this  county 
since  1892  and  before  that  time,  and  how  old  are  youf — A.  I  am  to  some  extent,  for 
what  little  Judgment  I  have  about  it,  since  1892  to  date — 1896;  before  that  time  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  politics  only  to  vote.    I  am  about  28  or  30  years  old. 

Q.  I'Yom  ^onr  knowledge  of  the  colored  people  of  this  county  when  there  are  no 
candidates  m  the  lield  except  Democrats  and  Populists,  how  would  a  lar^e  minority 
of  the  colored  people  vote  if  left  to  their  choice  T — A.  In  my  canvassing  m  election- 
eering over  the  county,  in  tbe  filaces  where  I  have  gone,  the  minority  of  them  told 
me — whether  true  or  not  1  did  not  know — but  they  was  with  the  Populist  party. 

Q.  Were  you  at  a  political  meeting  near  Clarks  Mill  in  1892  f  If  so,  state  what 
party  had  that  meeting  appointed,  and  all  that  occurred  at  that  meeting  that  you 
remember. — A.  I  was  there  at  one  meeting  in  1892.  Judge  Brinson  and  Mr.  £d 
Averett  told  me  that  they  had  a  meeting  arranged  over  there  for  me  to  attend  to 
organize  a  Populist  club  of  colored  people.  I  myself  gets  Fred  Brinson  to  go  over 
there  with  me,  and  we  leaves  home  and  goes  on  over  to  Mr.  George  Sample's,  and 
going  from  there  we  found  out  that  a  verv  few  of  the  people  had  been  notined  about 
the  meeting ;  we  goes  up  to  Mr.  Guy  Walden's  aud  asked  him  to  come  down  where 
the  meeting  was  to  be  held  on  that  night.  And  then  we  goes  from  there  to  Mr. 
Swift^s  and  remains  until  after  supper  and  then  we  leaves  there  to  go  over  to  Mr. 
Aldred's  place  to  hold  the  meeting.    We  had  been  notified  that  one  white  gentleman 
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that  attends  to  busiuesa  for  Mr.  Aldred  was  the  man  that  hatl  the  appointment 
called  there,  hy  the  name  of  Mr.  Bailey,  and  in  going  on  to  Mr.  Aldred'a  place, 
myself,  Fred  Briiison,  and  Mr.  Swift's  son,  do  not  know  his  name,  we  met  a  large 
crowd  of  people;  being  dark,  they  asked  who  were  we.  I  ma<le  answer  that  it  was 
me,  and  someone  asked  if  it  was  West  Jackson.  I  said  '^  Yes,"  and  their  reply  was, 
**  Where  are  yon  going  to  hold  your  meeting  at?"  I  said,  '*  Just  up  the  road/'  They 
said,  *'  Whoa,  whoa,  and  turn  around  boys.^  [  yet  did  not  know  who  they  were  until 
we  drove  on  up  the  road  and  stopped,  and  we  sent  a  boy  up  to  the  house  after  Mr. 
Bailey  to  consult  him  about  the  meeting  and  what  arrangements  he  had  made  for  the 
preparation  of  the  meeting.  He  sent  word  back  that  his  wife  was  nick  and  be  could 
not  come  out.  At  that  time  some  one  had  a  fire  built;  I  just  then  found  out  aome  of 
the  parties  who  was  in  that  crowd.  It  was  composed  of  white  and  colored  people,  and 
good  many  of  the  colored  people  in  that  crowd  were  badly  intoxicated  with  liquor: 
it  didn't  seem  to  me  that  the  white  people  was  that  way  so  much,  and  they  whooped 
and  hallooed  until  what  few  Populists  were  there  about  scared  out.  Finally,  after 
they  got  sorter  quiet,  some  of  them  come  to  me  and  asked  me  wasn't  I  going  to  hold 
my  meeting.  I  told  them  1  did  not  know  whether  I  would  or  not.  What  few  we  bad 
there  seemed  to  be  greatly  confused  or  disturbed  by  the  crowd  that  come  in  on  iis» 
and  1  didn't  take  any  part  in  it  at  all,  but  they  insisted  on  Fred  Brinson  until  ha 
agreed  to  speak,  and  to  divide  time  with  them.  About  that  time,  as  good  as  I  can 
recollect  now,  Mr.  Guy  Walden  came  up,  and  they  went  iuto  a  joint  debate.  Mr.  Gny 
Walden  spoke,  according  to  my  personal  knowledge  now,  first;  there  was  another  bie 
fat  gentleman  spoke  for  the  Democrats.  They  whooped  and  hallooed,  and  distorbed 
Mr.  Walden  so  yon  couldn't  hear  nothing  much  that  Mr.  Walden  was  saying,  neither 
in  time  of  Fred  Brinson's  speech,  but  very  quiet  and  peaceful  at  times  near  the  wagon 
where  the  speaking  was  going  on  at  when  that  big  fat  gentleman  was  speaking.  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  shooting  going  on  part  of  the  time ;  none  of  them  I  did  not  know, 
except  one,  and  that  was  a  colorea  man  by  the  name  of  Pat  V\  ilUams.  I  stayed  close 
to  my  buggy ;  my  horse  was  scary,  and  Pat  Williams  seemed  to  be  nnder  the  inflo- 
ence  of  a  go<Ml  deal  of  liquor  and  stnggered  around  there  inquiring  for  me  until  he  got 
to  me;  had  little  old  pistol  in  his  hand;  near  as  I  could  describe  it  by  the  fire  light, 
it  was  a  little  derringer  single  shooter,  and  he  cursed  around  me  there  and  went  on 
ridicnlousi  and  finally  he  throwed  up  his  right  hand  and  come  near  shooting  me  and 
my  horse,  ton,  and  me  talking  to  him,  trying  to  auiet  him,  begging  him  not  to  do  that 
way,  standing  holding  to  me  and  me  holding  to  nim  until  he  got  very  weak  it  seemed 
from  the  whisky  be  bad  been  drinking.  His  father,  Heury  Williams,  come  to  as 
along  in  that  time  and  taken  hint  and  carried  him  t»  a  wagon  that  waa  next  to  my 
buggy,  and  put  him  in  the  wa^on.  The  last  I  heard  of  Pat  Williams  that  niglit  he 
was  lying  in  the  wagon,  vomiting  and  puking.  During  of  the  speaking,  Mr.  Tom 
MoCay  come  to  me  and  told  me  that  they  heard  that  I  was  to  hold  a  meeting  there  on 
that  night,  and  they  come  there  to  break  me  up;  th:it  I  was  doing  too  much  devil- 
ment  going  around  organizing  the  Third  Party  clubs,  and  it  was  a  hurt  to  the  Demo* 
eratic  party,  and  said  that  Mr.  Sengrlefleld  told  him  to  come  to  me  and  to  get  me 
to  stop,  for  he  was  in  the  race,  and  he  never  did  think  that  I  would  of  went  back  on 
him  in  working  against  him,  and  I  told  him  to  tell  Mr.  Sengriefield  that  if  he  was  for 
the  right  that  I  was  not  working  against  him,  as  I  thought  to  my  judgment  that  we 
were  together. 

Q.  Those  parties  yon  speak  of  who  were  mainly  drunk  and  who  broke  up  that 
meeting.  Were  they  not  mostly  Arom  Louisville  and  near  Louisville f — A.  Far  as  I 
know  at  that  time  the  parties,  they  were  from  Louisville;  them  I  knowed  of  my 
personal  knowledge,  except  Mr.  Tom  McCay  and  two  or  three  colored  men  from  Mr. 
Singuefield's  Koberts  place. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Singuefield  live  in  Louisville;  and  did  not  Mr.  Tom  McCay  oversee 
for  Mr.  Singuefield  on  his  Koberts  place,  and  were  they  not  both  Democrats f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  the  colored  man,  Pat  Williams,  yon  referred  to  also  living  with  Mr. 
Singuefield  at  that  time,  in  Louisville? — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  my  personal  knowledge  he 
was. 

Q.  Was  not  this  same  man,  Pat  Williams,  killed  by  one  of  his  friends  on  the  L. 
and  W.  train  on  its  return  from  Wadley,  durins  that  same  campaign,  one  night  when 
Major  Black  spoke  at  Wadley  and  the  Louisvule  train  was  run  down  there  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  parties  to  hear  Major  Black  speak? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  foregoing  question  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not 
only  intensely  leading,  but  that  it  also  seeks  to  put  into  the  record,  and  does  pat 
therein,  testimony  of  counsel  for  contestant,  and  places  in  the  month  of  the  witness 
testimony  about  which  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  he  is  acquainted,  and  for  this 
reason  the  question  is  illegal. ) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  killed  during  the  same  night  that  Mi^or  Black  spoke  there,  for 
I  was  there  myself  at  Wadley  that  night,  and  the  boy  so  said  killed  him  was  my  first 
ebusin,  and  he  told  me  himself,  name  Eddie  Brown,  that  it  was  a  free  train  ran  to 
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V7»dley  that  night  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  party.  Since  the  killing  has  occurred 
!>«  was  on  the  train  same  night,  and  a  brother-iu-laV  of  mine,  by  the  name  of  Knfns 
Stone,  testified  same  to  me;  that  he  went  down  free  of  charge  and  had  as  much 
liqaor  as  he  wanted  to  drink,  and  he  also  nt  Wadley,  the  same  night,  before  the 
«peakiog  commenced,  oftVred  me  some  whisky  himself.  I  refused.and  thanked  him 
lor  his  kindness. 

(Counsel  for  cont«stee  objects  to  the  last  answer  becanse  it  is  heariiay  teetimony, 
and  therefore  illegal  and  inadmissible.) 

Q.  Do  you  know  Alex  Farmer,  the  colored  man  who  testitied  for  contestee  in  this 
case?  If  so,  where  does  he  live,  and  how  long  have  yon  known  him,  and  Mtate  all 
yon  know  about  him. — A.  Y«*8,  sir;  I  know  him.  He  lives  in  8«venty-4eventh  dis- 
trict on  said  place  called  Carson  ]dace.  I  have  bef  u  knowing  him  »t  least  twenty- 
odd  years.  1  have  never  bad  any  transactiuu  in  business  with  him.  That  it  has 
been  ever  since  I  have  known  him  has  b«*en  rumored  against  him  of  some  kind  or 
other,  so  I  have  had  nt>thing  to  do  with  him,  beciiusu  Ihave  heard  so  much  about 
bi-ing  unreliable  man,  until  I  meet  him  howdy,  gixxl-bye,  and  gone. 

(Counsel  for  oontestee  objects  to  the  testimony  in  the  last  answer  about  the  rumors 
that  witness  has  heard  about  Alex.  Farmer,  becanse  rumors  are  not  legal  evidence, 
and  becanse  this  testimony  is  hearsay  and  imulniisaible.) 

Q.  Do  you  believe,  from  the  knowledge  of  the  people  of  this  section  of  the  countrv, 
that  anyone  would  be  so  silly  as  to  offer  any  amount  to  any  person  to  kill  as  worth- 
leas  a  being  as  Alex.  Farmer. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  man  referred  to  as  killing  Pat  Williams  (Eddie  Brown),  was  he  ever 
indicted  or  tried  for  that  killing. — A.  Not  to  my  peisonal  knowledge. 

Q.  In  1892,  when  a  prominent  colored  man  named  H.  S.  Doyle  made  speeches  in 
several  sections  of  this  county,  was  he  guarded  by  the  Populists  through  the  county, 
and  if  so,  why  was  this  necessary? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Doyle  made  severnl  speeches,  to 
my  knowing,  and  was  protected  by  the  Populist  party,  claiming  to  ns  that  his  life 
were  in  danger;  that  he  had  been' beaten  and  run  ttom  Hancock  County,  and  just 
did  escape  by  leaving  there  in  time  to  save  his  life. 

Q.  Now,  in  1892,  Just  before  the  Congressional  election,  and  the  night  before  the 
election,  when  a  number  of  Populists  from  various  secticms  of  the  county  went  down 
into  the  Eighty-fourth  district,  yourself  in  the  crowd,  state  their  reason  for  going 
there. — A.  Myself  and  Wavne  Irby,  Judge  lironson,  Allen  Atwell  went  on  the  over 
evening.  Wayne  Irby  had  been  down  there  before  that  and  comes  back  home  and 
tells  myself  and  several  of  the  white  Populists  that  nnmbere  of  the  colored  people 
down  there  wanted  to  vote  Populist  ticket,  but  they  soared  of  the  landlords  on 
whose  places  thev  were  living  on  to  vote  any  other  way  but  the  Democratic  ticket. 
And  if  the  Populist  would  come  down  there  and  see  that  they  would  not  get  run 
over  or  beat  up,  and  protect  them,  that  they  wonld  vote  Populist  ticket,  because 
they  wanted  to  vote  that  way.  That  is  why  they  were  there,  according  to  my  per- 
sonal knowledge;  and  if  there  is  anything  else  why  they  were  there,  or  by  them 
being  there,  I  know  nothing  of  it. 

Q.  State  what  relation  the  Populist  party  bears  to  the  eolored  voter,  and  how  the 
Populists  treat  the  colored  men  as  to  their  political  rights. — A.  Far  as  I  know  they 
treat  them  all  right.  They  gave  them  right  m  their  convention  and  all  other  private 
meetings  on  political  affairs.  I  believe  that  they  gives  the  colored  people  very  good 
chance  and  opportunity  to  express  his  thoughts  or  rights  or  desires  in  political 
rights  as  to  the  best  I  know.  I  know  nothing  much  about  politics — nothing  to  do 
with  it  until  1892. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Louisville  at  the  Congressional  election  in  1892  or  1894  f— A.  Yes, 
■ir;  I  was  there  in  1894. 

Q.  State  if  the  colored  voters  were  accorded  the  same  rights  to  vote  as  they  pleased 
at  Louisville  as  the  Populists  accorded  them  at  the  county  precincts  where  the 
Popnlists  were  in  the  majority? — A.  On  that  day  of  the  election  in  Louisville  I  was 
■ick.  I  did  not  stir  about  but  a  very  little.  My  buggy  was  a  very  good  ways  from 
the  court-house,  and  I  stayed  out  there  most  of  the  time,  laying  down.  But  while 
being  there  laying  down  there  came  two  colored  men  from  toward  the  court  house, 
and  asked  me  what  was  the  matter  with  me,  and  that  started  the  conversation  with 
me  and  them,  and  they  said  that  thev  were  going  home  because  they  couldn't  vote 
like  they  wanted  to  vote,  and  I  askecl  them  how  they  wanted  to  vote — what  ticket; 
and  they  said  they  wanted  to  vote  for  that  man  called  Tom  Watson ;  and  at  that 
time  Mr.  Punch  Wren  came  up,  and  Punch  and  them  put  in  to  talking  and  I  said  no 
more ;  and  he  insisted  on  them  to  go  hack  and  vote,  and  they  wouldn't  go  back ;  they 
went  on.    Both  were  unknown  parties  to  me ;  I  knew  neither  one. 

Cross-examined  by  Counsel  for  Contestee  : 

Q.  Are  yon  a  Populist  f — ^A.  I  have  been  from  1892  up — have  been  voting  that  way. 

Q.  Didn't  you  vote  for  Weaver  for  President? — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Didn't  a  majority  of  the  other  colored  voters  in  this  section  of  the  county  vote 
for  Weaver  in  that  election?— A.  I  am  not  certain.  This  district  a  majority  of  col- 
ored people  voted  Populist  ticket. 
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Q.  80  the  Populists  have  weaned  a  majoritT  of  the  colored  votezs  in  this  distnet 
from  the  Kepnblican  party,  .vouraelf  ineludedy  have  they  notf — ^A.  I  conld  not  say 
whether  the  Populints  have  or  not;  but  for  myself  1  can  hAy  that  they  were  not  rhe 
oanse  of  nie.  1  bad  no  confidence  in  the  leaders  of  the  county.  I  had  coTrespond- 
ence  with  other  Hepnblicans,  and  reading  for  myself,  and  from  my  beet  jadjH^nienty. 
and  with  my  own  just  feelings,  that  I  would  vote  another  way. 

Q.  Isn't  it  true  that  yon  will  ally  yourself  with  any  party  from  which  yon  can 
get  the  most  pecuniary  benefit! — A.  No,  sir;  1  think  that  any  man  ought  to  have 
something  for  his  time,  serving  or  working,  giving  his  whole  time  for  bis  own  inter- 
est, as  he  believes ;  ought  to  have  pay  working  for  any  partv.  If  he  was  at  boin« 
at  work  he  would  be  making  a  support  for  his  wife  and  children ;  therefore  I  deem 
it  no  bribe. 

Q.  Haven't  the  Populists,  or  some  members  of  them,  paid  you  for  the  time  and 
work  which  you  have  given  to  the  Populist  party? — A.  No  one  has  made  a  speeial 
trade  or  otter  to  me,  except  one  man,  and  he  was  a  man  from  Thomson,  in  1102,  and 
he  told  me  to  give  all  my  time  to  the  party  from  then  until  the  day  of  the  eUH-tion, 
which  was  about  two  weeks;  that  my  time  was  worth  something;  that  I  would  not 
lose  anything  by  it. 

Q.  Who  was  that  man  ? — A.  At  that  time  I  had  never  seen  him.  I  heatd  hia  name 
was  Mr.  ElUngton. 

Q.  Did  he  pay  yon  anything,  and  if  so,  how  much? — A.  No,  sir;  if  he  did  I  never 
heard  anything  of  it. 

Q.  Then  he  tailed  to  carry  out  his  contract  with  you,  did  hef — A.  I  never  gave  him 
the  time  that  he  requested  of  me. 

Q.  Hasn't  any  other  Populist  ever  paid  you  anything  for  working  for  the  party  f — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Isn't  this  district  considered  one  of  the  strongholds  of  the  Popnlist  party  in 
this  connty  f — ^A.  It  goes  nearly  solid  for  the  Popnlists. 

Q.  Haven't  yon  been  living  with  a  Populist  for  the  last  two  or  three  yean,  and 
how  long  have  yon  lived  with  a  Popnlist f^A.  About  three  years. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  sort  of  weaken  on  the  Popnlists  a  month  or  so  agof — ^A.  No,  air.  In 
business,  as  any  othrr  men  transact,  me  and  some  had  a  little  falling  out  abont  bnai- 
ness  concerns. 

Q.  Haven't  yon  written  several  letters  to  the  different  connty  officers  of  this  cenaty 
in  which  yon  asked  them  to  aid  yon;  that  von  were  in  a  bad  fix;  that  yon  intended 
to  support  the  Democrats  next  time,  and  therefore  yon  conld  not  get  any  help  from 
the  Populists! — A.  No,  sir;  not  directly  in  business  concerns.  Smne  of  them  told 
me  that  they  would  help  me,  and  I  written  asking  to  loan  me  some  money,  and  after- 
wards I  had  a  little  account  to  meet.  I  borrowed  the  money — ^a  few  dollars-— and  am 
to  return  the  money  back;  and  at  that  time  I  and  these  parties  were  in  a  difficolty 
OB  an  account,  and  I  thonght  they  had  treated  me  wrong;  only  one  man.  That's  got 
nothing  to  do  with  party  and  other  men ;  mine  and  his  bnsiness. 

Q.  In  those  letters  you  wrote  didn't  yon  state  that  yon  intended  to  support  the 
Democratic  officers  of  the  county  at  the  next  election?— A.  No,  sir.  I  wrote  Mr. 
Caulk  if  I  conld  borrow  some  money,  and  in  going  to  Louisville  the  amount  I  firat 
wrote  to  borrow ;  that  he  told  me  that  I  3oald  get  it  fh>m  the  Bank  of  Loniaville 
with  security ;  and  no  more  was  said  at  that  time,  only  I  said  I  had  nothing  to  give 
security  on — onlv  sow  and  six  pigs  and  an  old  pieee  of  a  wagon ;  and  he  said  he 
would  see  what  he  could  do  and  let  me  know.  I  got  some  money,  but  not  that  day ; 
I  couldn't  say  exactly  what  time  it  was— $14  I  got. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  tell  Mr.  I.  F.  Farmer  in  person  that  you  wantbd  him  and  other 
Democrats  to  get  yon  or  help  to  get  you  a  horse f — A.  No,  sir;  not  in  tihat  form.  I 
went  to  Mr.  Farmer  and  told  him  that  I  wanted  him  to  assist  me  in  getting  one. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  tell  Mr.  Farmer  in  person,  about  that  time,  that  Mr.  James  AtweU 
had  taken  your  horse  and  that  you  had  quit  the  Populists  and  would  never  vote  with 
them  again? — A.  I  told  him  Mr.  AtweU  had  taken  the  horse,  and  that  he  had  treated 
me  wrongfully  I  thought  in  the  way  he  taken  the  horse,  but  I  never  did  say  I  never 
would  vote  the  Popnlist  ticket  any  more.  At  that  time  I  was  very  disturbed  in 
mind,  and  thought  lie  had  treated  me  wrong,  and  I  believe  so  yet. 
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sider  that  that  was  the  party.    That  was  only  our  personal  business. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  tell  Mr.  Farmer  that  the  Popnlists  had  elected  yon  as  a  delegate  to 
the  convention  held  in  Atlanta  a  while  back,  and  that  yon  refused  to  go,  and  some 
of  the  Populists  came  to  yon  and  offered  to  pay  your  way  if  you  would  go,  and  that 
you  refused  to  go ;  and  didn't  you  then  tell  Mr.  Farmer  that  you  was  done  with  the 
Populist  party? — A.  I  did  not  tell  Mr.  Farmer  that  I  was  appointed  to  the  conven- 
tion, but  it  came  np  in  the  conversation,  and  I  told  him  yes  afterwards  that  I  was 
appointed  to  go  there,  but  I  was  unable  to  go,  and  be  said  to  me  he  wouldn't  be 
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beloDged  to  a  party  that  darkies  had  to  represent  him,  and  I  asked  him  if  the  darky 
was  competent,  why ;  and  then  I  told  him  that  I  knowed  that  the  white  people  has 
always  been  superior  over  the  negro,  and  I  couldn't  see  why  that  they  couldn't  be 
delegates,  and  1  disremember  whether  he  answered  my  question  or  not,  by  a  great 
deal  of  talk  between  me  and  him. 

Q.  Didn't  you  promise  Mr.  Farmer  to  support  him  and  the  other  county  ofBcersf 
Now  answer  me  yes  or  no  or  else  refuse  to  answer. — A.  I  refuse  to  answer. 

Q.  West,  didn't  you  go  to  Mr.  Farmer  and  these  other  county  officers  and  have  these 
conversations  with  them  you  have  been  talking  about,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving 
them  and  getting  money  out  of  them  f — A.  Me  and  Mr  Caulk  has  had  a  good  deal  of 
talk,  because  I  went  to  him  to  find  out  something  about  the  law  of  my  own  business; 
and  I  had  a  good  deal  of  talk  with  Mr.  Farmer,  more  than  any  other  man.  It* is  not 
my  object  to  deceive  no  m-in  if  I  know  it.  I  had  no  more  object  then  than  I  have 
now.     I  try  to  do  right  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  You  did  deceive  them,  though,  didn't  you,  or  else  yon  are  not  telling  the  truth 
now;  isn't  this  so? — A.  I  hasn't  deceived  tliem  as  I  knows  of. 

Q.  Didn't  Dr.  J.  W.  Pilcher,  a  Populist,  sell  you  a  horse  after  you  had  applied  to 
these  county  officers  to  assist  you  in  getting  onef — A.  Yes;  he  soH  me  one  and 
offered  me  one  before  Christmas,  and  I  thought  he  was  too  old  and  would  not  answer 
my  purpose:  got  a  mule  from  him. 

Q.  Didn't  you  t«ll  Mr.  Farmer  in  substance  that  you  had  found  out  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Populist  party  for  the  colored  people,  and  after  the  Populist  got  the 
darkies'  votes  they  were  done  with  them  until  the  next  election;  that  you  had 
worked  hard  for  the  Populists,  and  now  you  needed  help  and  none  of  them  would 
help  yon,  and  for  that  reason  you  and  many  other  darkies  were  not  going  to  vote 
witD  them,  and  that  you  knew  exactly  how  to  work  the  colored  people  in  the  Sev- 
enty-seventh district,  and  yon  were  going  to  do  it  next  timef — A.  Me  and  Mr.  Farmer 
were  talking  and  he  mentioned  the  work  I  had  done,  and  said  I  ought  to  be  paid  for 
my  time;  that  they  paid  their  Democratic  leading  darkies,  and  insisted  on  me  to  say 
that  they  paid  me  ever  so  much,  and  1  told  him  they  did  not :  I  tried  to  be  honest  in 
what  [  said,  and  the  other  he  said  I  disremember  whether  I  said  that  or  not;  I  mean 
by  thftt  that  I  don't  remember  whether  or  not  I  said  the  other  things  to  Mr.  Farmer 
which  you  have  asked  me  about  in  this  question. 

Q.  How  many  districts  have  you  canvassed  for  the  Populist  party  in  Jefferson 
County,  and  which  districts? — A.  In  the  Seventy-seventh,  Eighty-first,  Eighty- 
fourth,  Seventy-eighth,  Eighty-third,  and  Seventy-sixth  districts,  and  Fourteen  hun- 
dred and  sixtieth. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know,  then,  of  your  own  knowledge  how  the  colored  people  stand  in 
the  other  di.Htricts,do  youf — A.  1  went  into  the  Bartow  district  once.  I  don't  know 
how  they  stand  in  the  other  districts. 

Q.  Haven't  the  majority  of  the  colored  people  been  voting  with  the  Democrats  for 
the  past  several  years? — A.  I  couldn't  say  positive, because  there  has  been  Republi- 
can tickets,  and  a  good  many  didn't  vote  at  all  until  here  recently,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  in  all  the  elections  held  in  this  county  haven't  a  large  number 
of  negroes  from  the  various  districts  in  the  county  gone  to  Louisville  to  vote?— A. 
Not  as  I  know  of;  only  some  few  from  up  here  who  has  always  been  voting  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket  from  1892  to  the  present. 

Q.  If  a  negro  is  not  allowed  to  vote  in  Louisville  as  he  pleases,  why  is  it  that  they 
leave  their  own  districts,  where  you  say  they  can  vote  as  they  please,  and  go  to  Louis- 
ville to  vote? — A.  I  have  heard  several  say  that  you  know  some  darkies  love  whisky 
well  and  they  could  get  some  to  drink  down  there. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  that  all  the  negroes  in  this  county  who  vote  with  the  Democrats 
are  so  low  and  mean  that  their  vote  can  be  bought  with  a  drink  of  whisky?  Is  that 
your  opinion  of  your  colored  brethren  of  Jefferson  County? — A.  I  do  not  know  all 
of  them  that  has  been  voting  the  Democratic  ticket;  but  them  I  do  know  I  have  no 
oonfideuce  in  them,  because  some  of  them  tell  me  to  hurrah  for  the  Republicans,  that 
they  are  Republicans,  and  they  just  go  some  other  way. 

Q.  Isn't  your  opinion  based  on  the  fact  that  you  can't  work  these  colored  citizens 
for  the  Populists  since  you  have  become  a  Populist? — ^A.  No,  sir;  there  are  several 
colored  men  that  is  related  to  me  that  do  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  that  I  have 
never  tried  to  change  them,  only  we  get  up  an  argument  sometimes,  and  they  say 
which  they  think  is  right  and  I  say  what  1  think  is  right  and  we  passes  on. 

Q.  This  meeting  yon  have  testified  to  about  as  being  held  near  Clarks  Mill,  was 
not  that  in  a  campaign  just  before  an  election  for  county  officers? — A.  I  think  not;  I 
think,  sir,  that  it  w»s  in  October;  last  of  September,  or  first  of  October. 

Q.  Then  it  was  just  before  a  State  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Democrats  did  not  break  np  that  meeting,  did  they?  For  did  not  yon  say 
that  it  was  some  Democrats  who  asked  the  Populists  to  hold  the  meeting  after  they 
had  got  on  the  ground,  and  divide  time  with  tnem? — A.  The  meeting  was  held  after 
so  long  a  time  and  they  went  into  joint  debate,  but  the  Populists  didn't  have  much 
insurance. 
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Q.  Did  yoa  see  any  liqaor  on  the  ground  that  night  f — ^A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Who  had  it  and  how  much  did  you  see? — A.  1  did  not  know  the  names  of  the 
parties.  There  was  a  colored  man  in  a  hack,  and  in  that  hack  I  saw  several  bottles, 
and  Henry  Williams  went  to  the  hack  and  they  gave  him  a  bottle  full  and  he  broaght 
it  to  me  and  otfered  me  some,  but  I  wanted  it  but  was  afraid  to  drink  it,  for  the 
crowd  was  too  rowdy  for  me  and  I  did  not  care  as  to  drink  any. 

Q.  How  far  was  that  hack  from  wliere  you  were  standing  by  yonr  buggy? — A.  In 
direction  my  buggy  was  up  iu  the  corner  of  the  fence.  There  stood  a  two-horse 
wagon  that  Henry  Williams  drove  th^re  and  it  was  Mr.  Singnefield's  wagon  and 
muTeS;  and  the  haok  was  standing  just  as  close  as  the  horse's  head  could  get  behind 
my  buggy. 

Q.  Haven't  you  ever  seen  whisky  at  a  Populist  meeting  f — A.  If  I  have  I  don't 
remember  it.    I  know  I  did  not  get  any  while  I  was  going  around, 

Q.  Haven't  you  ever  seen  guns  or  pistols  of  any  kind  carried  to  meetings  by  Pop- 
ulists?— A.  One  night  I  saw  several  colored  men — being  late  at  night  I  did  not  know 
but  one  of  them — that  had  a  gun  at  a  Populist  meeting  and  said  they  had  heard 
that  the  Democrat  white  people  and  the  Democrat  darkies  in  that  section  intended 
to  break  Doyle  up  from  speaking.  It  was  late  when  I  got  there,  and  had  no  contro- 
versy with  any  of  them  about  the  matter.    Only  heard  it  talked  through  the  crowd. 

Q.  How  is  it  that  you  can  remember  so  clearly  every  detail  connected  with  that 
meeting  held  some  four  years  ago  and  you  can't  remember  other  things  that  have 
happened  quite  recently  when  I  ask  you  about  them — such,  for  instance,  as  your 
recent  conversations  with  Mr.  Farmer  ?  And  why  is  it  that  yon  romember  so  much 
against  the  Democrats,  and  then  when  I  ask  you  about  anything  against  the  Popu- 
lists you  answer,  I  don't  remember? — A.  I  didn't  go  to  all  the  Populist  meetings 
where  others  were  speaking  at.  I  was  at  other  places  holding  meeting  myself.  That 
is  why  I  don't  know  of  my  personal  knowledge  all  you  ask  me  about  the  Populist 
party. 

Q.  Was  not  Eddie  Brown,  who  killed  Pat  Williams,  given  a  commitment  trial,  and 
was  not  he  acquitted  by  the  committing  officer  on  the  ground  that  it  was  justifiable, 
being  done  in  self-defense? — A.  Not  as  I  know  of.    I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  as  much  about  the  commitment  trial  as  you  do  about  an  indict- 
ment not  being  found  against  him? — A.  All  I  know  about  it  I  got  it  fkx>m  £ddie 
Brown. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  your  own  knowledge  against  Mr  Farmer  that  makes 
him  a  bad  man  and  worthless  being  ?  Don't  tell  me  what  you  have  heard ;  tell  me 
what  you  know. — A.  I  know  nothing,  no  shape  nor  form,  because  I  have  never  had 
no  desdings  with  him  in  my  life;  never  has  been  nowhere  about  where  he  lived  but 
once. 

Q.  Is  Alex  Farmer  recognized  as  a  negro  posseasing  more  than  the  average  intel- 
lect of  his  race,  and  has  he  been  a  sort  of  a  leader  among  his  people?— A.  In  this 
section  he  is  not. 

Q.  Is  he  any  more  worthless  than  you  are? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  election  held  in  Stellaville,  when  Alex  Farmer.  Bill  Yan- 
cey, and  Willis  Walker  were  whipped  by  white  men? — A.  At  the  time  of  that  elec- 
tion I  was  not  here. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  Alex  Farmer  and  Bill  Yancey  have  voted  with  the  Demo- 
orats  when  there  was  no  Republican  candidate  out  ever  since  that  time? — A.  I  don't 
know ;  I  have  seen  Yancey  here^  and  have  heard  that  he  voted,  but  how  he  voted 
I  never  asked  him. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  a  Democrat  threaten  to  take  the  life  or  do  personal  violence 
to  H.  S.  Doyle? — A.  I  have  heard  no  one  threaten  him. 

Q.  Was  he  ever  harmed  by  the  Democrats  in  Jefferson  County? — A.  I  am  unable  to 
tell  you  about  what  happened  all  over  the  county,  as  I  was  only  with  him  iu  this  sec- 
tion of  the  county,  and  I  know  of  no  one  in  this  section  and  no  one  in  lower  section 
of  the  county. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  at  one  of  his  speakings  when  this  bodyguard  of  Populists  was 
there  to  protect  him? — A.  I  don't  remember  of  being  at  no  place  to  know  tnese  things 
personally,  but  I  was  at  one  appointment  of  bis,  and  heard  several  colored  men  say 
that  the  Democrat  party  was  holding  a  meeting  not  far  off,  and  that  the  crowd  was 
coming  up  there  to  break  Doyle  up  from  holding  the  meeting.  I  didn't  know  this 
to  be  true,  but  it  was  the  rumor  that  came  there. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  it  was  that  had  guns  or  pistols  that  night  at  Doyle's 
speaking? — A.  I  saw  no  one  the  first  part  of  the  night  with  guns  or  pistols,  but  as 
well  as  I  remember  now,  late  in  the  night  up  come  Mr.  Booth  Matthews  and  one  or 
two  more.  Mr.  Matthews  was  ahead  of  the  others,  and  said.  What  was  the  matter? 
Someone  made  answer.  Nothing.    They  all  had  guns. 

Q.  If,  as  yon  now  testify,  you  were  not  present  at  any  speaking  of  Doyle's  when 
he  was  protected  by  that  Populist  guard,  how  is  it  that  you  testified  this  morning  as 
follows:  "Yes,  sir,  Doyle  made  several  speeches  to  my  knowing  and  was  protected 
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by  the  Populist  party  f — A.  Because  I  said  I  knowed  he  had  made  several  speeches 
and  I  was  there — three  or  fonr  now  in  my  knowing;  in  this  side  of  the  county  only 
two  of  these  places  while  bein<^  present  that  I  heard  of  any  rumors  concerning  him 
being  harmed  in  any  way. 

Q.  Were  yon  not  at  another  meeting  held  near  Clarks  mill  or  close  by  the  mill  or 
right  at  the  mill  or  on  the  rock  near  the  mill  a  few  nights  after  the  meeting  near 
Clarks  mill^  about  which  yon  have  teslitied,  when  Hon.  R.  P.  Wren  made  a  speech, 
and  was  not  that  a  Populist  meeting? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  there. 

Q.  On  the  Saturday  night  after  Mr.  Hall  was  killed  in  1892,  and  perhaps  ju.>t  a  few 
night<s  before  the  election  in  that  year,  were  you  not  with  a  party  of  gentlemen  who 
camped  out  or  stopped  near  the  Pringle  place,  beyond  Louisville,  and  beyond  Rocky 
Comfort  Creek,  at  or  near  the  house  of  VVilliam  Oxford? — A.  No,  sir:  I  was  never  on 
that  side  of  the  creek  during  no  campaign  but  three  times  only — at  Wadly  one  time, 
at  Bethel  church  one  time,  and  at  Tamer's  school-house  once. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  or  haven't  yon  heard  of  a  party  of  gentlemen  going  over  there 
at  that  time? — A.  I  don't  know  of  no  one  and  have  heard  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  Wasn't  yon  at  Stapleton's  crossroads  that  Saturday  night? — A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  Where  were  you  that  night? — A.  I  was  at  home. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  home  every  Saturday  night  when  there  was  no  meeting  going 
on  ? — ^A.  I  was  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  home  every  Saturday  night. 

Q.  Were  you  never  at  Stapleton  on  any  Saturday  night  when  there  was  no  meeting 
there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Haven't  you  heard  of  a  party  of  men  going  from  this  district  and  joining  with 
a  party  from  Seventy-sixth  district  and  all  going  over  toward  Bill  Oxford's  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  lynching  Hux,  the  alleged  slayer  of  Hall  ? — A.  If  anyone  went  from 
here,  I  don't  know  it,  because  if  they  were  going  to  lynch  him,  and  if  that  was  their 
business,  they  would  not  have  told  me  anything  about  it.    I  never  heard  it.  either. 

Q.  Didn't  Dovle  say  in  his  speeches  and  to  the  colored  people  privately  that  he 
was  a  Populist  f — A.  I  never  did  hear  him  say  what  he  was,  but  he  advocated  the 
Populist  doctrines  and  said  he  believed  in  their  principles. 

Q.  Didn't  he  advise  the  colored  people  to  quit  voting  with  the  Democrats  and  the 
Repnblicans  and  to  vote  with  the  Populists? — A.  I  heard  him  say  in  his  speeches 
that  he  didn't  see  how  a  ne.<j:ro  could  be  a  Democrat  from  principle,  because  the 
Democratic  party  was  opposed  to  their  freedom. 

Q.  Didn't  ho  in  his  speeches  characterize  both  the  Democratic  and  Republican 
parties  as  being  rotten,  and  the  poor  peo|)le  would  not  have  their  rights  protected 
by  either  of  them? — A.  I  heard  Doyle  say  in  his  speeches  that,  according  to  his  opin- 
ion and  the  present  condition  of  the  people,  and  from  what  he  saw  in  his  canvassing 
over  both  county  and  State,  that  they  needed  relief  some  way  or  other,  and  that  hia 
opinion  was  that  both  of  the  old  parties  were  responsible  for  this  condition. 

Q.  Did  not  Doyle  advise  the  colored  people  to  vote  for  Weaver? — A.  I  heard  him 
name  no  special  man  in  the  party,  but  said  every  citizen  of  his  county  of  the  negro 
race  ought  to  support  the  Populist  party ;  that  they  had  tried  both  of  the  other 
parties,  and  it  seemed  that  the  people  were  getting  poorer  and  poorer  instead  of  bet- 
tering their  condition. 

Q.  Did  not  Doyle  have  considerable  to  do  with  your  conversion  to  the  Populist 
party  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  Doyle  come  from?  He  was  not  a  Georgia  man,  was  he? — A.  I  don't 
know  where  be  came  from. 

Q.  When  yon  went  into  the  Eighty-fourth  district  that  night  were  there  not  a 
eonsiderable  number  of  Populists  congregated  down  there? — A.  I  went  there  the 
other  evening.  I  saw  a  good  many  colored  people  who  stayed  in  the  community 
who  said  they  were  going  to  vote  the  Populist  ticket  on  the  day  of  election.  A  num- 
ber of  them  did  vote  it  to  my  knowledge,  but  I  know  not  the  names  of  the  people. 

Q.  Where  did  you  stay  that  night? — A.  First  part  of  the  night  I  was  down  at  the 
crossroads  near  the  church,  and  remainder  of  the  night  I  went  up  to  a  colored  gen- 
tleman's honse  not  very  far  from  the  church  and  stayed  until  day. 

Q.  Did  not  a  crowd  of  white  Populists  camp  down  there  in  that  district  that 
night? — A.  Some,  to  my  knowing,  because  some  two  or  three  went  with  me  because 
I  did  not  know  the  way. 

Q.  Did  not  these  white  Populists  ride  around  the  district  that  night  firing  off  guns 
or  pistols,  ctirsing  and  hollowing,  and  did  not  they  visit  the  negro  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict and  try  to  make  them  come  out  the  next  day  and  vote  the  Populist  ticket? — A. 
No  one  rode  over  the  district  in  the  time  of  my  being  there.  Mter  I  went  to  the 
colored  man's  house  I  do  not  know  what  occurred. 

Q.  Did  not  some  of  those  white  Populists  who  were  down  there  that  night  wear 
red  caps  or  red  belts? — A.  If  so  I  did  not  see  them. 

Q.  Where  did  these  white  men  (Populists)  come  from  that  were  down  there  that 
night? — A.  I  don't  remember  who  all  were  there  only  two  or  three  that  went  with  me 
down  there  to  show  me  the  way.  Judge  Brinson  and  Allen  At  well  were  the  names 
of  the  men  who  went  with  me. 
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Q.  Did  not  most,  if  not  all,  these  white  Populists  live  outside  of  the  Eighty- fourth 
district f — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  because  that  was  my  first  time  I  was  ever  there; 
and  I  do  not  know  all  the  white  people  who  live  in  that  district,  and  I  have  not  been 
there  since. 

Q.  Did  not  those  white  Populists  have  guns  or  pistols  with  them  that  nightf— 
A.  None,  as  I  saw. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  the  next  day,  the  day  of  election? — A.  To  the  election  in 
same  district. 

Q.  Were  not  some  of  these  same  wuite  Populists  at  the  election  that  day  f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  they  carry  clubs  or  large  sticks  in  their  hands f — A.  If  so,  I  did  not  see 
them:  saw  several  with  common  walking  sticks  in  their  hands. 

Q.  Were  not  these  sticks  green  or  seasoned  hickory? — A.  I  don't  know — ^paid  no 
attention  to  them. 

Q.  Did  not  you  see  the  Populist  that  day,  West,  keep  some  negroes  from  Toting  at 
all? — A.  1  saw  two  that  their  votes  were  challenged  and  heard  them  say  aft-erwards 
at  the  polls  that  they  lived  in  Burke  County.  Mr.  John  Alexander  was  the  man 
who  challenged  the  vot-es. 

Q.  Do  not  you  know  it  to  be  the  truth  that  a  crowd  of  Populists  went  into  that 
district  on  that  night  before  the  election  for  the  purpose  of  scaring  the  negroes  who 
would  probably  vote  with  the  Democrats,  and  keep  them  Irom  going  to  the  polls  if 
they  could  not  make  them  vote  their  w^ay? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  it,  and  did 
not  hear  of  no  such  reply  to  no  one. 

Q.  Who  were  the  two  negroes  who  came  to  you  in  Louisville  on  the  election  day 
in  1894  and  told  you  they  could  not  vote  as  they  wished? — A.  They  did  not  come 
directly  to  me;  they  came  by  where  I  was.     I  know  not  the  name  of  either. 

Q.  Did  you  know  where  they  lived,  and  whether  or  not  they  were  qualified  to  vote 
legally? — A.  I  do  not  know  where  they  lived,  and  did  not  ask  to  find  out  whether 
they  were  legal  voters  or  not. 

Q.  Was  not  there  a  large  crowd  of  negroes  in  town  that  day  ?— A.  There  was  pretty 
good  crowd;  did  not  go  among  them;  I  did  not  know  whether  there  were  any  moro 
than  usually  go  there  or  not. 

Q.  West,  don't  you  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  if  a  colored  man  wants  to  vote  for  a 
Democrat  that  he  has  to  go  to  Louisville  to  cast  that  ballot? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not 
know  it  to  be  true. 

Q.  Well,  don't  you  know  that  very  few  Democratic  vot<es  are  cast  by  colored  men 
in  this  the  77th  district? — A.  1  think  about  all  that  wants  to  vote  it  do  vote  it  here. 

Q.  At  every  election  don't  yon  miss  from  this  precinct  a  number  of  colored  men 
who  usually  vote  with  the  Democrats? — ^A.  Some  I  do  and  some  I  don't. 

Q.  Haven't  you  always  heard  that  the  negroes  who  live  in  the  country  districts  and 
who  want  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  ^o  to  Louisville  on  election  days? — A.  I 
have  heard  of  good  many  going  there,  not  with  the  understanding  that  they  coold  not 
vote  at  their  own  precinct. 

Q.  W^asn't  it  the  general  understanding  that  they  could  not  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket  here? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowing. 

Q.  Before  the  last  election  for  Congress,  held  in  October,  1895,  did  the  Democrats 
hold  any  meetings  or  have  any  speaking  throughout  the  county  ? — A.  I  disremember ; 
I  did  not  stir  altout  much. 

Q.  Did  not  the  Populists  hold  meetings  throughout  the  county,  have  speaking, 
and  did  not  Mr.  Watson  himself  make  a  number  of  speeches  both  in  the  day  and  at 
night  at  different  points  in  the  county? — ^A.  Mr.  Watson,  I  think,  made  several 
speeches,  but  I  disremember  whether  the  Populists  held  much  meetings  or  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  rascality  or  vicious  methods  used  by  the  Democrats  in  the 
last  Congressional  election,  1895? — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  stayed  at  home;  was  here 
on  day  of  election.  Everything  went  quietly  and  peaceable  here  on  part  of  both 
parties  on  day  of  election. 

Q.  Is  not  that  election  considered  by  nearly  everybody  as  one  of  the  cleanest  and 
fairest  elections  on  the  part  of  both  the  Populist  and  Democrats  that  was  ever  held 
in  the  county? — A.  1  do  not  know,  sir;  I  have  not  got  education  enough  to  keep  np 
with  the  record. 

Q.  Is  not  this  the  general  talk  among  the  people? — A.  I  hear  more  of  frand  perpe- 
trated than  anything  else. 

Q.  Is  not  this  expression  of  yours  that  you  have  heard  more  of  fraud  than  anything 
else  based  upon  this  contested  election  case? — A.  This  is  what  I  hear  and  what  little 
I  read. 

Q.  What  paper  do  you  read? — A.  I  take  three. 

Q.  What  papers  do  j^ou  take? — A.  People's  Party  paper  for  one,  Georgia  Baptist, 
and  the  Augusta  Sentinel. 

Q.  From  which  paper  do  yon  get  your  politics?— A.  A  little  from  all  three. 

Q.  Is  your  religious  paper,  the  Georgia  Baptist,  a  political  paper,  and  does  it  teach 
politics  along  wi&  religion  ? — A.  It  says  a  little  about  it  occasionally  along. 
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Q.  What  is  the  political  faith  of  the  Atisnsta  Sentinel  f— A.  I  could  not  exactly 
say;  it  has  changed  hands  and  diftereut  peSple  have  rnn  it;  it  speaks  of  politics  and 
Christianity. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  first  sent  you  the  People's  Party  paper!— A.  I  first  suhscrihed 
for  it  myself  after  reading  one  from  Mr.  Henry  Waddell.  I  got  Mr.  Billy  Jones  to 
send  after  it  for  me. 

WR6LEY  Jackson. 

The  foregoing  testimony  of  Witness  Wesley  Jaokson,  beginning  on  page  159  and 
ending  on  page  221,  sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  aftor  the  same  was  read 
over  to  witness  before  me,  this  February  25,  1896. 

T.  A.  SCARIlORO, 

Notary  Pu6/*c,  Jefferson  County,  Ga, 
Court  ad^joumed  Tuesday  evening  at  sundown  until  8  o'clock  Wedn«  sday  morning, 

Wednesday  morning  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  EDMUND  BURTON,  colored,  sworn  for  contestant: 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  and  how  long  have  you  been  living  there? — A.  Jefferson 
County,  Louisville  district;  have  been  living  in  Louisville  district  for  seven  years. 

Q.  How  old  are  you,  and  what  is  your  profession? — A.  I  am  about  63  years  old; 
minister  of  the  gospel. 

Q.  At  what  election  precinct  have  you  voted  since  1892? — A.  I  voted  at  Louisville 
prt-cinct. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  voted  at  the  Grange  precinct,  Seventy-ninth  district? — A.  I 
voted  there  in  1894. 

Q.  State  how  many  churches  you  have  in  charge,  and  where  those  churches  are 
located. — A.  I  have  three  churches  in  charge — one  in  Johnson  County,  one  in  Eman- 
uel County,  and  one  in  Jefferson  County.  I  am  agent  for  the  Third  District  Associa- 
tion, which  makes  it  my  duty  to  occupy  all  around. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  colored  people  of  this  county  and  where  you  have 
occasion  to  associate  with  them,  what  ticket  would  they  vote  if  left  to  their  free 
choice  when  there  is  no  candidate  in  the  field  except  Democratic  and  Populist? — A. 
I  have  heard  them  say  if  they  were  allowed  to  vot<^  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  consciences  without  forcing,  that  they  would  rather  vote  the  Populist  ticket, 
but  from  fear  of  losing  their  property  and  homes  they  have  to  go  against  their 
conscience. 

Q.  Now,  at  the  time  that  you  allude  to,  when  you  voted  at  Grange,  state  how  you 
and  your  friends  managed  to  get  there,  and  all  about  it  — A.  We  tarted  first  to  go 
to  Louisville,  and  I  met  some  on  the  road  coming  back  from  Louisville.  They  said 
they  could  not  vote  at  Louisville  except  against  their  own  conscieuce,  and  I  told 
them  that  they  paid  their  tax  and  they  were  legal  voters,  and  that  they  must  vote. 
They  said,  ''  If  I  must  vote  I  will  go  out  of  the  precinct."  I  asked  them  then  what 
precinct  they  were  going  to.  They  said  they  were  going  over  to  Mr.  Harvey's  to 
vote.  I  said  then,  **What  is  the  u»e  to  go  through  swamp  to  vote?  You 
haven't  stole  uothiug,  and  if  you  will  vote  walk  in  the  public  roswl  right  straight  up 
to  (irange  district."  They  said,  **We  will  go  if  you  will  go  with  us."  I  said, 
"Well.  I  will  go."  That  is  what  canscd  me  to  vote  out  of  my  district.  So  they 
went  and  they  voted.     Everything  was  quiet  and  peace  at  the  ptills. 

Q.  State  what  happened  at  the  last  election,  1895,  and  if  anybody  came  to  your 
field,  and  all  about  it. — A.  On  that  day,  in  the  moruinc,  suppose  about  after  10 
o\'lock,  I  was  working  be.iide  the  road,  and  hearing  a  rolling  coming  and  I  looked 
around  and  saw  two  men  in  a  hack,  and  they  said  they  come  after  me,  and  I  asked 
them  what  lor;  they  said  to  vote.  They  offered  me  a  free  ride  without  cost.  My 
answer  was.  The  country  got  very  familiar  to  send  out  hack  tor  a  negro.  So  I 
studied  awhile  before  I  answered  him  My  reason  for  stndviu<r  was  negro  who  was 
driving  the  hack;  I  had  no  confidence  in  him.  So  I  answered  him,  t*>ld  him  I  have 
got  horse  and  buggy  of  my  own;  when  I  get  ready  I  will  go,  for  the  hack  will  carry 
me  and  not  bring  me,  but  my  buggy  will  carry  me  and  bring  me.  Mr.  Green  made 
answer  to  me  that  if  you  will  ride  in  the  hack  will  see  that  you  will  get  a  little 
more  for  your  cotton.  [  asked  him  when  the  negro  got  so  they  be  a  merchant. 
Then  Lee  Edward  got  out  of  the  hack  and  come  in  m}'  field,  and  said  you  must  go, 
and  I  had  not  much  confidence  in  Lee  Edwards,  so  I  gave  him  a  short  answer,  that 
was  to  get  back  into  the  hack  as  soon  as  he  can  out  of  my  field.  As  he  walked  off  I 
heard  him  say,  Yon  are  nothing  but  a  durn  old  Third  Party  nohow.  So  I  asked 
him  the  word  again  and  he  denied  it,  but  I  heard  him  and  got  me  up  a  piece  of  a 
rail  and  I  told  him  he  was  a. part  of  a  white  man  but  he  was  a  negro,  and  I  was  going 
to  use  my  pleasure  on  him  to-day.  So  he  mounted  the  fence,  I  run  him  back  into 
his  hack  and  he  went  back  to  Louisville,  and  he  said  he  was  going  to  have  revenge 
out  of  me,  and  that  was  my  reason  to  go  with  the  boys  to  Grange.  For  fear  of  hav- 
ing fnas  in  Louisville  with  the  white  and  the  black  I  went  to  Grange. 
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Q.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  you  voted  at  Grange  in  the  last  election  f — A. 
No,  sir.  • 

(^.  Did  yon  vote  in  the  last  election? — A.  No,  sir;  was  off;  not  at  home. 

Q.  At  what  election  was  it  that  Green  and  Lee  Edwards  came  to  your  field  that 
you  have  referred  to? — A.  At  the  last  election. 

Q.  Were  you  ntit  mistaken  when  you  said  yon  were  not  at  home  at  last  election? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  the  election  before  the  last  one  I  was  not  at  home. 

Q.  Can  the  colored  voters  who  go  to  Louisville  to  vote  vote  as  they  please f — A. 
No,  sir;  not  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  general  mass  of  them — what  I  hear 
them  say. 

Q.  Can  the  colored  voters  vote  as  tliey  choose  at  the  country  precincts  outside  of 
Louisville? — A.  According  to  their  testimony  Louisville  is  the  worst  place  to  vote 
at.  They  can  vote  free  at  other  places.  Another  party  of  them  say  they  are  willing 
to  go  there  to  vote;  but  they  promise  them  to  pay  for  their  time  »U]d  they  never  will 
pay  them,  therefore  they  will  not  go;  and  what  makes  me  believe  it.  I  saw  an  old 
man  from  Mr.  Hardeman's  place  at  the  same  day  coming  back  a  quarreling  by  him- 
self.  I  asked  him  what  was  the  matter,  and  he  said  that  the  Democrats  promised 
him  a  pair  of  shoes  and  a  free  election  and  they  never  gave  it  to  him,  ana  he  was 
barefooted.  He  said  he  never  expected  to  vote  with  them  again,  for  he  had  walked 
until  he  had  broke  down  for  that  pair  of  shoes.  My  answer  to  him  was  that  I  was  glad 
that  they  had  done  him  so ;  that  he  onght  to  vote  to  the  tiictates  of  his  own  conscience. 
But  1  set)  him  no  more  since,  but  1  heard  he  never  got  the  shoes. 

(Counsel  for  coutestee  moves  to  rule  out  all  the  testimouy  about  the  old  man  from 
Hr.  Hardeman's  place  and  what  he  said,  becunt»e  it  is  hearsay.) 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  auy  Democrats  going  over  the  Grange  district  the 
night  before  the  last  election  using  whisky  freely  and  colleetiug  the  negro  voters  and 
carrying  them  to  Louisville  the  next  day,  the  day  of  election,  for  the  purpose  of  vot- 
ing them  for  Mr.  Black? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  all  yon  know  and  all  yon  heard  about  the  Democr.its  using  whisky  in  their 
campaigns. — A.  I  know  once  that  they  had  gathered  a  parcel  of  negroes  the  day  before 
the  election.  They  wanted  them  to  meet  at  a  certaiu  )da<'o  the  morning  of  the  elei'tion ; 
had  two  Jugs  of  whisky;  I  never  see  it  myself,  the  whisky,  but  the  men  that  drank 
it  told  me  that  they  had  about  .5  gallcms  in  both  ju^s,  and  they  were  to  meet  one  bonr 
an  til  dav  next  morning;  and  they  did  meet,  am  sure  they  did  meet,  according  to  my 

gersonai  knowledge,  beeanse  it  was  in  sight  of  my  house  on  the  public  road,  and  I 
eard  the  noise;  and  as  they  passed  I  seed  the  company — one  white  man  before  and 
two  behind ;  the  one  with  the  jug,  I  knowed  him  personally,  'i  hat  is  all  I  know 
about  that. 

Q.  State  if  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  George  Ivey,  a  colored  man, 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Beach,  of  Louisville,  in  1892,  at  Grange? — A.  I  know  nothing  about  it. 
I  was  not  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  whisky  being  used  by  the  Populists  in  any  Congressional 
campaigns  ? — A.  Not  a  drop,  as  I  have  ever  seen. 

Cross-examined  by  Counsel  for  Contkstre: 

Q.  What  religious  denomination  are  you  minister  of? — ^A.  Missionary  Baptist. 

Q.  Whnt  church  in  Jefferson  County  have  you  in  charge?— A.  Macedonia. 

Q.  Haven't  you  had  a  row  in  that  church  within  the  last  few  mouths? — A.  No,  sir; 
the  row  was  in  the  church  before  I  became  pastor. 

Q.  Wasn't  you  a  sort  of  adviser  or  counselor  in  that  row? — A.  Yes,  sir;  by  order 
from  the  association. 

Q.  Isn't  March  Burton  your  brother? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Isu't  he  also  a  minister  of  the  gospel? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  local  preacher.  He  can 
not  take  charge  of  a  church. 

Q.  Hasn't  March  Burton  always  been  voting  with  the  Deuiocrats  in  the  county  in 
all  county,  State,  and  Congressional  elections  when  there  was  no  Republican  candi- 
dates out? — A.  He  says  so. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  your  brother  March  Burton,  who  is  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
could  be  bribed  by  the  us**  of  a  little  whisky,  or  the  giving  of  a  pair  of  shoes  or  a 
little  money  and  made  to  vote  against  the  dictates  of  nis  conscience?  Is  that  your 
opinion  of  your  brother  in  blood  and  in  Christ? — A.  He  will. 

Q.  Don't  y(m  know  that  March  Burton  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  both  white  and 
black  in  the  county,  and  is  considered  an  honest  and  upright  man? — A.  In  a  part. 

Q.  State  what  part. — A.  In  the  first  place,  he  will  overrun  his  own  conscience; 
secimd  place  in  the  parable,  he  will  do  very  well  to  tree,  but  will  not  do  to  catch. 

Q.  Where  is  that  parable  found? — A.  Well,  that  parable  can  be  found  anywhere 
in  the  Scripture. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  March  Burton  is  a  truthful  man  and  his  word  will  go  as 
far  with  both  white  and  black  as  any  colored  man  in  the  county,  and  as  far  as  a  great 
many  white  men? — A.  In  part. 
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Q.  What  part? — A.  He  can  be  bribed  jnst  for  a  party  where  these  will  pity  his 
conditiou. 

Q.  Hayen't  you  said  all  this  against  your  brother  simply  because  he  votes  with  the 
Democrats  f — A.  I  have  not.  I  am  speaking  in  reference  to  principle,  for  the 'Demo- 
crats have  never  done  me  any  hurm  on  that  side. 

Q.  Are  not  you  and  your  brother  March  together  and  on  good  terms  in  every  respect 
except  in  politics  f — A.  We  are  on  good  terms  in  politics  as  well  as  everything  else, 
for  we  have  no  argument. 

Q.  Does  not  your  holy  calling  require  you  to  eschew  all  evil  and  shun  all  evil 
companions! — A.  The  Bible  teaches  me  to  shun  the  very  appearance  of  evU. 

Q.  Have  you  been  living  up  to  that  t-eaching? — A.  Been  trying. 

Q.  How  is  it,  then,  if  your  brother  March  is  a  bribe  taker,  which  fact  is  known  to 
yon,  and  an  untruthful  man,  which  facts  yon  have  testified  to,  that  you  can  be  in 
good  fellowship  with  him  in  the  church? — ^A.  Confideueo  and  fellowship  are  two 
difffrent  things. 

Q.  Isn't  he  a  member  of  your  church? — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  the  church  to  which  I  am 
called  to  now — he  is  a  member  and  1  am  his  pastor — for  my  next  conference  is  to  test 
some  of  this  rumor,  which  I  believe  that  he  will  be  found  guilty.  So  far  as  brotherly 
love,  we  are  together,  but  when  Jnstice  takes  place  we  will  split  until  we  compro- 
mise the  truth. 

Q.  Are  you  not  trying  to  compromise  the  truth  now? — A.  That  is  my  daily  study, 
and  I  ask  God  to  aid  me. 

Q.  Don't  you  consider  March  a  good  man  outside  of  politics? — A.  I  can  not  answer 
the  question,  except  to  dispute  the  Bible  where  it  says  there  is  none  good  but  God; 
bat  I  will  say,  if  he  would  study  more  he  would  be  a  more  pure  man.  My  only 
objections  against  him  of  being  a  pure  man,  he  would  answer  a  question  b«*fore  he 
knew  he  was  right  or  wrong.  Where  we  are  teachers  we  are  commanded  to  study 
twice  before  we  speak  once,  and  my  second  objection  as  a  brother,  too  quick  to  get 
in  wrath.  The  Scripture  teaches  a  soft  answer  turns  off  wrath  and  grievous  words 
stir  anger.    Therefore  we  are  split  upon  opinions  and  ways. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  members  of  your  church  bear  stmined  relations  toward  each 
other  on  account  of  politics? — A.  In  various  plao«-s  tbey  are. 

Q.  Two  years  ago,  did  not  yoa  promise  Mr.  1.  F.  Farmer  in  the  presence  of  a  crowd 
of  white  gentlemen,  on  the  street  in  Louisville,  that  you  would  vote  for  him? — A.  I 
did,  positively. 

Q.  Did  not  you  fail  to  vote  for  him? — A.  Yes,  sir;  failed,  never  done  it;  and  mv 
reason  not  to  done  it  is  after  examining  my  conscience  I  fonndl  wonld  be  going  back 
on  my  own  word  and  would  tell  a  lie,  so  I  considered  I  was  the  light  of  the  world, 
according  to  the  Scripture,  and  salt  of  the  earth,  and  if  the  salt  lost  its  savor  it  fit 
for  nothing,  but  to  put  under  the  feet  of  men,  and  I  knew  that  1  could  prevent  myself 
from  being  under  tlie  feet  of  Mr.  Farmer,  but  not  nnder  the  feet  of  God,  therefore  my 
Jove  is  as  bright  with  Mr.  Farmer  now  as  on  that  day.  I  am  willing  to  assist  him 
any  time  of  need  as  far  as  necessity. 

Q.  Well,  didn't  you  tell  a  lie  by  promising  Mr.  Farmer  to  vote  for  him  and  then 
not  doing  it? — A.  I  wonld  considered  I  had  told  a  lie  if  I  had  not  promised  God 
before  I  did  Mr.  Farmer;  therefore  I  was  reconciled  with  God,  but  not  with  Mr. 
Fanner. 

Q.  Then  yon  think  it  is  all  right  to  tell  lies  and  commit  sin  so  long  as  you  repent 
of  them  afterwards,  do  yon? — A.  We  can't  hinder  the  birds  from  Hying  over  our 
head  in  the  air,  bnt  we  can  prevent  them  from  building  nests  in  our  hair.  So  I  feel 
perfectly  partial  with  God,  but  not  with  Mr.  Farmer.  That  is,  Mr.  Farmer  is  not 
reconciled  with  me.  I  am  a  friend  to  Mr.  Farmer  in  righteonsness,  bnt  not  in  poli- 
tics; still  I  am  willin|c  to  aid  him  in  necessity  and  not  go  back  on  niy  principles. 

Q.  Are  yon  a  Populist,  like  West  .Jackson,  whom  yon  heard  testify  yesterday? — ^A. 
I  am  Populist  in  principle  bnt  not  in  party. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  say  ins;  that  you  are  Populist  in  principle  bnt  not  in 
party? — A.  I  mean  by  this  that  wnatever  I  do,  I  do  it  by  dictate  of  my  own  con- 
science, and  not  by  persuasion  of  the  party. 

Q.  You  vote  the  Populist  ticket,  do  you  not? — A.  Yes;  when  I  vote  I  vote  the 
Populist  ticket. 

Q.  Did  you  votft  the  Populist  ticket  in  1892? — A.  I  was  not  at  home  that  time,  bnt 
after  I  heard  speech  from  different  men  nnd  weighed  tbem  of  my  own  consoienoe 
common  Indgment  teaches  me  then  to  take  a  side  with  the  poor.  And  my  reason  to 
take  a  side  with  the  poor  I  find  in  the  Scripture  where  Moses  took  sides  with  the 
Israelites  and  not  with  Pharaoh,  and  God  was  pleased  with  Moses,  and  I  believe  he 
is  pleased  with  me,  for  I  see  and  know  there  is  no  use  to  wish  to  get  rich  with  the 
Democrats  when  I  know  I  never  will  be  rich,  so  I  jnst  emancipated  with  the  poor 
like  myself,  and  love  the  Democrats  and  friendship  with  them,  nnd  hope  to  live  the 
balance  of  my  days  with  them.  I  read  the  Democrat  paper,  and  wish  the  editor  of 
the  Democrat  paper  had  shown  me  more  friendship  than  members  of  the  Populist, 
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and  I  appreciate  htm  high  as  a  friend;  hat  the  trath  is  too  high ;  I  can't  go  back  on 
my  word.  All  my  deaHngs  is  with  the  Democrats,  my  papers  and  sappues,  and  if 
this  dou*t  show  friendship,  then  I  consider  the  whole  party  of  Democrats  are  aignst. 
For  there  is  a  part  of  the  Democrats  I  do  love,  bat  when  we  comes  together  so  far  as 
politics  is  concerned  we  go  backward. 

Q.  If  yon  were  to  vote  wonld  not  yon  vote  the  straight  Popnliat  ticket  from 
President  downf — A.  1  would  consider:  wonld  have  to  test  this  in  my  own  con- 
science; then  when  the  time  comes  I  will  not  tell  a  lie  whatever  I  do.  For  they  may 
put  up  some  men  that  I  am  opposed  to;  then  I  will  object,  and  if  I  say  now  I  will  go 
that  way  down  the  line  I  may  turn  out,  then  and  there  I  would  tell  a  lie. 

Q.  If  the  Populists  were  to  nominate  Mr.  Watson  for  President,  would  not  yon 
▼ote  for  himf — A.  I  would,  right  off,  to-day. 

Q.  Did  not  yon  at  one  time  vote  with  the  Democrats  in  this  county? — A.  Tea,  air. 

Q.  Did  not  you  vote  with  them  up  to  the  time  yon  became  in  debt  to  Mr.  Jim  Lit- 
tle, a  Democrat,  and  he  took  your  horse  or  mule  from  you  for  debt? — A.  I  split  from 
them  before  then ;  that  made  me  get  worse. 

Q.  Did  not  you  state  that  that  was  the  reason  you  would  not  vote  with  the  Demo- 
crats any  longer  f  —  A.  >'o,  sir.  Never  had  stated  that.  My  reason  that  I  fell  out  with 
them  in  the  farst  place  was  that  because  they  used  too  much  military  authority,  and 
it  seemed  to  me  then  that  the  Democrat  ''was  like  the  ox  driver;''  having  heavy 
load  on  his  neck  and  give  out,  and  they  get  the  biggest  pole  in  the  woods  Ithey  can 
get  to  beat  his  life  out  when  he  is  done  dead.    So  I  thought  everything  that  was 

Sure  and  Just  it  must  be  jnstified  by  the  conscience  of  the  man  himself,  then  it  will 
e  trcth.    So  the  Democrats  thro  wed  me  in  the  river  and  kuowed  1  could  not  swim, 
ao  I  bid  them  good-bye  and  keep  out  of  their  way. 

Q.  Haven't  you  been  speaking  in  parables  all  the  morning? — A.  In  some  things; 
not  all. 

Q.  When  did  you  ever  know  the  Democrats  to  use  military  authority  in  elections, 
and  how  did  they  use  it? — A.  To  show  that  they  do,  when  you  are  living  on  their 

flace  and  do  not  vote  the  way  they  want  you  to  go,  thev  says,  if  you  don't  go  like 
want  you  to  go,  pick  up  your  bundle  or  else  I  will  Hail  you  out»  and  do  not  cut  a 
switch  on  my  place  until  you  agree  to  vote  with  me,  and  I  consider  that  ia  naing 
military  power  over  the  poor,  and  there  is  no  such  law  to  back  it,  but  thev  can  back 
it  by  hiiving  their  pocket  full  of  money.  Now,  these  words  they  told  me  themselves. 
Since  that  I  kept  a  moviD|!^  like  the  ancient  worm  keep  moving,  until  I  get  to  live 
with  one  who  will  use  civil  authority  and  not  military. 

Q.  On  whose  place  do  you  now  live? — A.  On  Mr.  Lucius  Berry's  place. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? — A.  Moved  there  about  1st  of  January,  this 
year. 

Q.  Where  did  vou  live  last  year? — A.  On  Mr.  Cvrus  Henderson's  place. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  live  with  Mr.  Henderson  f— A.  Two  years. 

Q.  Is  not  Mr.  Lucius  Berry  the  father-in-law  of  the  present  sheriff  of  the  county, 
I.  F.  Farmer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Isn't  Mr.  Berry  a  I  'emoorat? — A.  Can't  answer  no  or  yea.  I  only  know  him  as 
Berry ;  know  nothing  else  about  him.  I  have  never  seeke<l  to  find  it--aeeked  to  rent 
his  land  is  all  I  wanted. 

Q.  Isn't  Mr.  Henderson  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  can  prove  him  to  be  a  Demo- 
crat, and  a  deep  one. 

Q.  If  the  Democratic  landlords  treated  yon  colored  Populists  as  bad  as  yon  have 
testified  as  they  did,  using  on  you  what  you  have  defined  to  be  your  idea  of  military 
authority,  how  is  it  that  you  rented  land  from  Mr.  Henderson,  a  Democrat,  and 
live<l  on  it  for  two  years,  and  that  you  rented  from  Mr.  Berry  without  ascertaining 
whether  he  was  a  Democrat  or  Populist? — A.  Mr.  Berry  rented  me  the  land,  and  did 
not  rent  me  any  politics,  and  Mr.  Henderson  rented  nie  land  and  wanted  me  to 
agree  with  him  in  politics  anyway  he  wanted  to  go;  and  I  consider,  after  that,  I 
was  a  slave  once  and  had  to  be  bought  again,  I  was  still  worse  than  a  slave;  and  I 
tried  him  awhile  to  see  if  he  would  repent  of  that  authority,  he  being  an  old  man. 
And  it  looked  like  the  older  he  gets  the  more  he  follows  me  up  for  politics.  So  he  was 
old  and  I  was  old,  so  I  aji^eed  to  pay  him  everything  I  owed  him  and  bid  him  good* 
bye.  Nothwithstanding,  I  don't  accuHC  him  of  anything  of  fraud,  but  I  mean  in 
laboring,  but  in  politics  he  wants  to  double  fraud  me.  Now  we  are  both  in  perfect 
peace  and  gentle  as  old  men. 

Q.  .Judging  from  yourself  and  the  character  and  manner  of  your  testimony  to-day, 
do  you  think  yon  are  a  very  gentle  old  man? — A.  I  tries  to  be,  and  of  all  things  to 
be  truthful. 

Q.  Did  you  and  Mr.  Henderson  agree  as  to  politics  when  yon  first  rented  his 
laud? — A.  No,  sir;  he  told  me  that  he  wanted  me  to  agree  on  everything  the  rest  of 
the  hands  do,  then  we  will  get  along  in  friendship ;  but  I  give  him  no  answer  of 
other  men's  duties;  and  I  thought  at  that  time  he  was  fixing  for  an  argument,  so  I 
asked  him  no  more  questions,  rented  the  land,  and  went  on  to  my  business.    So  he 
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asked  me  one  day  that  he  heard  tbat  I  was  a  Populist.  I  asked  him  who  told  him; 
says  he  don't  give  no  man  away  that  tells  him  anything.  So  he  tells  me  that  if  a 
man*s  a  Populist  be  don't  want  him  on  his  place;  so  lie  did  not  drive  me  verbally; 
so  I  consider  at  that  time  it  was  enouf^h.  I  went  on  witb  him  another  year  by  hia 
persuading  me  to  stay ;  said  he  was  getting  childish  and  old ;  did  not  believe  he  would 
follow  politics  any  more,  and  I  agreed  to  try  bim  another  year;  and  1  found  him  the 
last  year  worse  than  I  did  the  first.  So  this  was  always  my  way  in  doing  business, 
to  get  my  feet  out  of  the  fire  before  it  burns,  so  it  did  not  burn,  and  we  remain  in 
peace  as  we  ever  was. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Henderson  or  Mr.  Berry  use  any  military  authority  on  youf — A.  I 
haven't  tried  Mr.  Berry  yet,  have  just  started  with  him.  From  the  starting  with  Mr. 
Berry  he  has  not  said  that  yet,  but  I  don't  know  how  soon  he  will.  Mr.  HendersoD 
has  used  it  in  various  ways,  but  he  did  not  express  it  openly. 

Q.  Don't  you  make  yourself  out  a  large-size  mouse-colored  ass  when  yon  testify 
that  you  can't  en^joy  freedom  of  conscience  and  your  political  rights  and  liber^ 
while  you  are  living  with  Democrats,  and  then  keep  on  living  with  them  year  after 
year,  thus  keeping  your  conscience-stricken  burning  feet  in  fire  all  the  timef — A.  I 
have  to  ride  the  ass  before  I  can  try  him. 

Q.  Are  not  Mr.  I.  F.  Farmer,  J.  W.  White,  T.  F.  Caulk,  W.D.  Rivers,  W.  E.  Clark, 
and  S.  M.  Clarke  the  present  county  officers? — A.  I  admit  that  they  are. 

Q.  Are  not  they  all  Democrats  f — A.  I  believe  they  are,  but  I  bave  never  asked  them. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  you  do  not  know  Mr.  I.  F.  Farmer  is  a  Democrat f — A. 
I  believe  he  is;  I  never  asked  him  to  find  out. 

Q.  Do  not  all  these  gentlemen  make  good  officers f — A.  I  believe  they  have  faith- 
fdlly  discharged  their  duty  up  to  tbis  time,  so  far  as  the  county  busine^ss  is  concerned. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  none  of  these  gentlemen  1  have  named  are  members  of 
your  party,  the  Populist f — A.  1  do  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  any  of  them  are  members  of  the  Popnlist  party? — A.  I  do  not 
think  so;  according  to  their  proceedment  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Is  not  Mr.  1.  F.  Farmer  one  of  the  leaders,  if  not  the  leader,  of  his  party  in  the 
politics  of  this  county? — A.  According  to  his  prooeedments,  1  believe  it. 

Q.  Do  not  you  expect  to  vote  for  Mr.  Farmer  at  the  next  election,  if  he  runs  for  the 
office  of  sheriif  ? — A.  What  I  intend  to  do  I  generally  keep  tbat  to  myself,  but  I 
know  one  thing  of  Mr.  Farmer — I  got  badly  deceived  by  him  once — but  now  I  believe 
that  he  is  a  faithful,  good  officer,  and  discharges  his  anty.  My  way  is  always  milk 
a  cow  before  1  can  establish  how  many  gallons  there  is,  but  am  glad  to  say  there  ia 
no  personal  reflection  between  me  and  Mr.  Farmer.  So  1  tell  no  man  my  duty  until 
the  day  comes. 

Q.  Uow  were  yon  deceived  by  Mr.  Farmer  one  time? — A.  By  being  too  rapid,  too 
frisky.  I  mean  this,  that  he  deceived  us  by  being  a  better  man  than  I  thought  he 
was.    Now  I  can  freely  recommend  him  with  a  clear  conscience  after  trying  him. 

Q.  Don't  the  colored  people  of  the  county  naturally  want  to  vote  for  Mr.  Farmer 
for  sheriff? — A.  I  believe  he  is  highly  appreciated  in  every  vicinity  I  go,  therefore  1 
don't  know  anything  to  prevent  him  from  running. 

Q.  Don't  yon  believe  from  knowing  the  negroes  and  hearing  them  talk  in  this 
county  that  they  generally  and  naturally  want  to  vote  for  Mr.  Farmer  for  sherifi*? — 
A.  I  do. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  S.  R.  Rabun  ? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Is  not  he  a  Popnlist? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Haven't  yon  had  some  transactions  with  him  that  were  not  very  satisfactory  to 
you? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Now  state  fully  all  about  it. — A.  I  bought  a  horse  from  Mr.  Rabun's  son  and 
my  note  was  dne  25th  of  October,  and  he  came  to  me  before  the  note  was  due  and 
wanted  me  to  pay  for  the  horse.  At  that  time  he  was  in  a  great  debt  with  Messrs. 
Abbott  &.  Stone  himself,  and  I  did  not  agree  to  pay  the  note  before  it  was  due,  so 
to  revenge  me  he  sold  my  note  to  Abbott  &  Stone,  and  Mr.  Abbott  give  the  notes  to 
the  sheriff,  and  the  sheriff  came  and  levied  on  my  property  to  pay  up  the  notes,  which 
was  $4.').  I  told  the  sheriff  how  the  circumstances  was,  so  he  pitied  my  case  and 
acknowledged  it  was  a  low-down  trick,  and  he  paid  the  debt  and  risked  me  until  I 
pick  out  my  cotton  an<l  pay  him,  and  I  continue  him  as  a  warm  friend  ever  since  in 
time  of  necessity.  I  look  back  from  the  good  Mr.  Farmer  has  done  me,  always 
believe  he  deserves  credit  and  honor. 

Q.  Was  it  not  on  the  day  of  the  sale,  the  time  the  property  was  advertised  for 
sale,  that  Mr.  Farmer  arrested  the  proceedings  by  paying  up  the  debt  for  you? — A, 
I  disremember  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Rabun  try  to  prevent  Mr.  Farmer  from  paying  it  up,  and  did  not  he 
try  in  every  way  he  could  X-o  force  your  property  to  sell  f — A.  He  did.  He  never  told 
me  to  my  face,  but  he  told  men  that  X  have  confidence  in  and  I  believe  it.  I  los«t  con- 
fidence from  that  day  in  Mr.  Rabun  and  put  more  in  Mr.  Farmer.  No  person  know 
the  feeling  I  have  for  Mr.  Farmer,  as  no  one  knows  the  good  he  has  done  me  bat 
myself. 
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Q.  If  you  were  in  need  and  wanted  help,  would  not  yon  go  to  a  Democrat  as  qoick 
fts  yon  would  a  Populist,  and  would  nut  you  be  just  as  certain  to  get  it  from  a 
Democrat  as  you  would  from  a  Populist  f-^A.  I  have  always  tried  both  sides  and 
found  friends,  and  I  am  now  getting  my  supplies  from  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Did  you  not  hear  H.  S   Doyle  make  speeches  in  this  county? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Did  not  Doyle  say  in  his  speeches  and  privat-ely  to  the  colored  people,  either 
or  both,  that  he  was  a  Populist  f — A.  He  never  made  the  expression  right  out,  bat  I 
believe  from  what  he  did  say  that  he  was  a  Populist;  he  wa^  doinf;  the  duty  of  a 
Populist. 

Q.  Did  he  not  advise  the  colored  people  generally  to  Join  the  Popnli^tt  part?  f — A. 
He  did. 

Q.  Did  he  not  say  he  had  once  been  a  Republican,  but  that  he  had  withdrawn 
from  the  party  because  it  was  corrupt,  and  did  not  he  say  that  both  the  Republican 
and  Democratic  parties  were  rotten,  and  that  the  colored  people  and  poor  people 
could  not  get  relief  from  either  of  them? — A.  I  never  heard  him  say  so. 

Q.  If  you  did  not  hear  him  use  the  exact  words  and  phrases  that  I  used  in  ifr  iming 
the  foregoing  question,  did  he  not  say  in  substance  what  I  asked  about? — A.  I  can't 
call  to  ray  recollection  what  Doyle  said  about  it  at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  not  he  have  something  to  do  with  making  you  a  Populiat? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
was  a  Populist  before  I  saw  Doyle. 

Q.  What  year  did  you  join  the  Populists?— A.  I  thiuk  it  was  in  1890. 

Q.  Did  not  Doyle's  work  in  the  county  have  a  tendency  to  strengthen  yon  in  the 
Populist  faith?— A.  Yes,  sir;  his  speech  strengthened  me  in  various  places. 

Q.  You  remarked  just  now  that  yon  paid  very  little  attention  to  what  he  said,  and 
that  what  he  said  passed  in  one  ear  and  out  of  the  other.  If  this  is  so,  how  could  he 
have  struck  ynu  so  in  various  places,  and  have  strengthened  you  in  your  faith? — A. 
I  understood  him  at  the  time,  but  have  not  practiced  it  enough  to  make  public 
epeech  of  it. 

Q.  Does  not  a  considerable  number  of  the  negroes  in  this  county  generally  vote 
with  the  Democrats? — A.  Has  been,  but  not  now. 

Q.  How  did  a  majority  of  them  vote  when  Mr.  Farmer  ami  others  were  mnning 
for  county  offices  the  last  time? — A.  They  went  for  the  old  officers  by  the  largest 
majorities. 

Q.  Were  not  the  old  officers  running  on  the  Democratic  ticket  at  that  tioie? — A. 
They  were. 

Q.  How  did  a  majority  vote  in  the  last  Congressional  election  between  Mr.  Watson 
and  Mr.  Black  held  last  October?  Did  a  majority  vote  for  Mr.  Watson  or  for  Mr. 
Black? — A.  From  what  I  saw  the  largest  majority  voted  for  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  What  did  you  8(>e  that  justices  that  opinion? — A.  I  asked  a  good  many  of  tbem 
going  to  the  polls  how  they  were  going  to  vote,  and  they  said  for  Mr.  Watson.  A  few 
of  them  said  they  were  going  to  vote  for  Mr.  Black,  but  they  were  pressed  to  do  it; 
so  I  told  them  to  use  their  own  personal  judgment,  that  I  was  not  going  to  vote  for 
Major  Black. 

Q.  How  ma'  y  negroes  did  you  see  going  to  the  polls  that  day  that  yon  talked  to? — 
A.  I  did  not  take  the  total  amount  of  them,  but  tney  looked  like  a  large  crowd. 

Q.  Where  tlid  they  come  from  and  where  were  they  going? — A.  I  do  not  know 
where  they  camo  fro  n.  b  it  they  were  oa  the  voting  grounds,  some  I  knew  per* 
eonally  and  some  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  voting  ground  were  you  atf—A.  Grange. 

Q.  Will  ytm  swnar  that  you  were  at  Grange  on  the  day  of  the  last  election — the 
day  Watson  and  Black  were  running  for  Congress? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  that  day? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Wero  you  at  any  other  voting  precinct  that  day? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  judged  how  all  the  other  negroes  in  the  county  voted  by  the  way 
those  at  Grange  voted,  and  your  opinion  that  a  majority  of  the  negroes  voted  for 
Watson  is  based  upon  what  yon  saw  at  Gran;^e  that  day?  Is  not  this  the  way  of 
it? — A.  My  answer  was  to  you  what  I  seed,  aud  I  hear  of  other  varions  districts 
which  I  never  seen  that  part. 

Q.  Does  not  the  "^eventy-ninth,  or  Grange,  diiitrict  nsnally  poll  a  large  minority  of 
votes  for  the  Populists? — A.  Yes,  sir;  regularly,  usually  largest  majority. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  a  registration  law  was  passed  which  required  every  man 
to  register  before  he  could  vote,  and  re(iuired  him  to  vote  in  his  own  district  wherever 
there  was  an  incorporated  town  located? — ^A.  We  hear  of  it  and  I  read  about  it,  bnt 
the  whites  broke  it  and  carry  the  negroes  where  they  please,  and  we  broke  it. 

Q.  Did  you  register? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  not  live  in  the  Louisville  district? — A.  I  did;  paid  my  tax  and  went 
and  registered. 

Q.  Vvhen  you  voted  in  the  Seventy  ninth  district,  while  yon  were  liWng  in  the 
Louisville  district,  did  not  you  break  the  registration  law  and  vote  illegally  f — ^A.  I 
broke  it  to  get  around  those  men  who  hold  it  in  Louisville,  bat  the  white  man,  the 
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Democrat  yon  may  say,  did  not  threaten  us  at  that  time,  but  the  Democratie  negrO 
went  to  town  to  ^et  np  a  row  for  me.  So  I  run  the  negroes  back  to  town  in  the  hacks 
and  I  weut  to  Grange  to  keep  out  of  a  row,  and  I  see  white  men  that  live  in  the 
Grange  district  carrying  their  hands  out  of  their  district  by  wagon  loads,  so  I  went 
oat  aud  voted  to  keep  out  of  a  row. 

Q.  Did  not  you  know  that  yon  were  breaking  the  law  when  you  went  out  of  your 
district  and  into  the  Grange  district  and  voted  that  da v? — A.  I  was  not  watching 
the  law;  1  was  watching  the  white  men,  and  whatever  they  did  I  did. 

Q.  Did  not  you  know  that  the  law  said  you  must  vote  in  your  own  district? — A.  I 
heard  it  by  several  men.    They  are  the  very  men  that  went  their  own  way. 

Q.  Didn't  you  believe  it  to  be  the  lawf — A.  I  believe  what  the  men  said  to  be  true. 

Q.  Then,  if  you  believed  it,  didn't  you  also  believe  that  you  were  breaking  the 
law  when  yoo  voted  out  of  your  district  ? — A.  I  do ;  but  I  done  it  to  keep  from  having 
a  row  with  the  Democrats. 

Q.  Didn't  you  vote  for  Watson  that  day  at  Grange  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Were  not  all  the  election  managers  at  Grange  that  day  Populists f — A.  No,  sir; 
one  was  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Who  were  the  election  managers  that  dayf — A.  Mr.  A.  W.  Allen,  T.  H.  Living- 
ston. I  think  the  other  was  a  Mr.  Walden.  I  am  satisfied  Mr.  Livingston  was  a 
Democrat. 

Q.  Didn't  other  negroes  besides  yourself,  who  lived  in  the  Eighty-second  district, 
which  is  the  district  in  which  Louisville,  an  incorporated  town,  is  located,  also  go 
to  the  Grange,  or  Seventy-ninth,  district  precinct  and  vote  that  dayf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  these  negroes  also  vote  for  Mr.  Watson f — A.  They  did. 

Q.  Give  the  namen  of  all  these  negroes,  or  just  as  many  of  them  as  yon  can  — A. 
Thomas  Porter,  Dauserty  Hilton,  Samuel  Weems,  Bill  Jackson.  I  can  assure  them^ 
as  they  were  jnst  behind  me.  I  oan*t  remember  the  others,  there  were  so  many 
crowded  back  behind  me. 

Q.  About  how  many  negroes,  as  near  as  you  can  come  at  it,  went  out  of  the  Eighty* 
second  district  and  voted  in  the  Seventy-ninth  district? — A.  I  think  about  20  or  26. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  a  single  instance  where  a  Democrat  carried  a  negro  or  went 
himself  out  of  his  district  where  there  was  an  incorporated  town  and  voted  in 
another  district  on  that  day  of  election? — A.  I  heard  they  done  it,  but  I  never  knew  it. 

Q.  W^ho  did  you  hear  did  that,  aud  from  what  district  did  they  go? — A.  I  heard 
two  men  say  they  went  from  the  Louisville  district  to  Bartow. 

Q.  Did  these  men  say  they  voted  at  Bartow  that  day,  and  who  did  they  say  they 
▼oted  for? — A.  They  said  they  voted,  but  I  did  not  hear  them  say  who  they  voted  for. 

Q.  Who  were  these  two  men? — A.  I  don't  know;  they  said  they  lived  on  the  othet 
side  of  Louisville  ou  Mr.  Oatts's  place. 

Q.  Which  Ontts  was  it?— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  no  man  by  the  n»nie  of  Oatts  has  a  place,  or  rents  and 
farms  a  place,  in  the  Louisville  or  Eighty-Second  district?— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  these  two  men  tell  yon  that  they  lived  in  the  Eighty-second  district,  or  did 
they  just  tell  you  they  lived  on  the  other  side  of  Louisville  on  Mr.  Oatts's  place f^ 
A.  They  did  not  say  the  Eighty 'Secoud  district,  but  said  they  lived  outside  of  Louis- 
ville on  Mr.  Oatts's  place,  and  I  took  it  that  outside  did  not  mean  very  far. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  just  an  opinion  of  yours  that  they  lived  in  the  Eighty-second  dis- 
trict, ilrawn  from  what  they  said? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  ever  threatened  by  the  Democrats  in  Louisville  on  an  election  day? — 
A.  Was  not  threatened,  but  heard  they  had  no  use  for  me,  and  thought  that  as  good 
asa  threat;  and  to  prove  this,  one  merchant  told  me  that  not  many  men  in  town  had 
much  use  for  me  since  I  was  a  Populist. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  kuown  of  a  negro  being  beat  up  or  injured  by  the  Democrats  in 
Louisville  on  an  election  day? — A.  Never  knew  it  to  be,  but  hear  of  several 
threatened. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  to  vote  at  Grange  that  day,  Uncle  Edmoiid,  if  you  lived  in  the 
Eighty-second  diMtrict  and  registered  from  that  distiict? — A.  I  walked  there;  difln't 
asK  me  any  questions,  aud  I  jiist  put  in  my  vote. 

(^.  Was* not  Mr.  Alford  Allen  the  justice  of  peace  up  there  and  the  principal 
manager  at  that  election? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  there,  1  am  sure,  but  don't  think 
bim  acquainted  with  any  registering.     He  never  asked  me  aud  1  never  told  him. 

Q.  Are  you  not  well  kuown  to  Mr.  Allen? — A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  my  face  he  knows 
me  well  when  be  sees  me. 

Q.  Are  you  not  as  well  known,  by  reason  of  being  born  in  Seventy -ninth  district 
and  living  there  not  far  from  Grange  nearly  all  your  lif»,  and  being  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  us  any  colored  man  in  the  Seventy-ninth  district? — A.  I  was  born  there  but 
not  raised  there.  Left  when  a  boy  and  went  to  Carolina,  and  never  came  back  till 
I  had  a  wife  and  two  children. 

Q.  Haven't  yon  lived  up  in  that  section  of  the  country  for  a  long  time,  and  are 
yon  not  well  known  to  the  white  and  colored  people  around  Grange  and  in  the 
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Seventy-ninthdUtriotf^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  w^ell  kaow^a  by  white  and  colored  aroand 
GraDjrf. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Allen  know  at  the  time  of  that  election  that  yon  lived  in  the 
Eighty-Beoond  district,  near  to  Louisville  f — A.  I  believe  he  knew  it,  but  at  the  time, 
being  crowded,  he  paid  no  attention,  only  received  the  ticket. 

Q.  Didn't  you  give  him  your  name  and  didn't  he  call  out  your  name? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  Mr.  Livingstone  did. 

Q.  It  bein>(  a  fact  that  under  the  registration  law  a  list  of  the  qualified  registered 
voters  was  required  to  be  kept  by  the  election  managers  in  each  district,  and  no  one 
being  allowed  to  vote  whose  name  was  not  on  that  list  for  that  district,  and  no  name 
of  a  voter  who  lived  in  another  district  being  allowed  on  that  list,  such  a  list  bein^ 
sent  to  tht)  manager  of  tlie  election  in  each  district  by  the  board  of  registrars,  how 
was  it  that' your  name  and  vote  was  rejeive<l  that  day  when  your  name  was  not  on 
that  list  and  could  not  have  been  on  it  under  the  lawf — A.  I  give  my  vote  to  the 
poll  holder;  ho  was  a  Democrat  and  he  asked  me  no  questions. 

Q.  Which  one  of  them  kept  the  voters'  list  that  day  f — A.  Mr.  Livingstone  handled 
the  tickets  and  Mr.  Allen  and  the  other  man  did  the  writing. 

Q.  Did  you  or  any  of  those  going  from  the  Louisville  district  to  Grange  that  day- 
vote  under  false  names,  or  did  you  and  they  give  in  your  true  names,  thus  getting 
to  vote  in  another  district  where,  under  the  law,  you  had  no  right  to  votef — A.  I 
give  my  name  in  full ;  I  always  do  that  way  to  show  no  roguery.  I  don't  know  what 
the  others  did. 

Q.  Haven't  you  heard  some  of  the  others  say  they  voted  under  false  names  that 
dav  f — A.  1  did  not. 

Q.  Were  not  the  polls  that,  day  at  Grange  under  the  control  of  the  Populists,  and 
were  not  only  a  very  few  Democrats  present? — A.  1  do  not  know  anything  abont  the 
oontroUing  part,  but  I  know  a  large  majority  were  Populists. 

Q.  Was  not  there  an  understanding  between  you  and  Porter,  Weems,  Hilton,  or 
some  others  to  go  to  Grange  that  day  f  Did  you  all  not  go  in  accordance  with  a  pre- 
vious agreement  among  yourselves  f — A.  Me  and  Porter  agree,  but  the  rest  of  them 
overtook  us. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  leaders  of  the  Populists  have  anything  to  do  with  this  plan  of 
yours  and  Porter's  to  go  to  Grange  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  any  disturbance  of  any  kind  occurring  in  Louisville  on  that 
day  of  election  f — A.  1  did  not. 

Q.  You  stated  this  morning  in  your  direct  testimony  that  the  reason  you  went  to 
Grange  that  day  was  because  of  what  Lee  Edwards  said  to  you  at  your  field  when 
he  and  Professor  Green  came  out  there  in  the  hack.  How  do  you  reconcile  that  with 
your  testimony  now,  that  you  and  Tom  Porter  had  already  agreed  to  go  to  Grange  f — 
A.  I  had  to  go  by  Tom  Porter's  house  to  go  to  Grange. 

Q.  Haven't  you  attended  several  elections  in  Louisville  in  the  last  six  or  eight 
years! — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Were  they  not  quiet  and  peaceable  elections f — A.  I  do  not  call  it  peaceable. 
My  reason  is,  when  a  man  is  forced,  that  is  confusion ;  and  another  excuse,  some  of 
my  men,  whom  I  thought  was  fViends,  crowded  around  me  and  overpowered  me.  I 
did  not  want  to  act  with  imprudence,  so  I  go  'round  them  for  peace. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  to  you  when  they  overpowered  youf — A.  Tried  to  persuade 
me  to  go  their  way  and  against  mine. 

Q.  Was  that  all  they  ever  did  to  you — to  beg  and  persuade  you  to  vote  with  them  f — 
A.  At  that  time. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  forced  by  any  other  means  to  vote  with  themf — A.  No,  sir;  not 
at  that  time. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  other  time  forced  by  the  Democrats  of  Louisville  by  any  other 
means  to  vote  for  themf — A.  Not  by  any  disturbance  means,  but  some  of  the  men 
tried  to  buy  my  rights. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  trying  to  buy  your  rights? — A.  They  offer  me  amounts 
to  go  their  way. 

Q.  Who  was  it  tried  to  buy  your  rights? — A.  I  refuse  to  answer  that. 

Q.  Why  do  you  refuse  to  answer  this  question  f — A.  Because  it  will  raise  up  strife, 
and  I  am  not  a  man  of  war,  but  of  peace. 

Q.  How  much  did  they  offer  yon  for  your  rights? — A.  I  refuse  to  answer  all  that 
questions,  while  at  the  same  time  making  up  of  strife. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  demanded  that  the  witness  be  required  to  answer  the  above 
two  last  queHtions  on  page  272,  and  the  court  refused  to  require  him  to  answer  them 
on  the  ground  that  it  had  no  jurisdiction  or  authority  to  compel  him  to  answer.  Con- 
testee now  protests  ai^ainst  the  witness'  refusal  to  answer  these  questions,  and  here 
notes  in  the  records  the  following  fact«  connected  with  his  refusal  to  answer,  to  wit: 
The  witoess  was  proceeding  to  formulate  an  answer  to  the  first  question  asked  which 
he  refused  to  answer,  when  counsel  for  contestant,  Mr.  J.  J.  Whigham,  told  the  wit- 
ness that  he  might  refuse  to  answer  the  question  or  any  other  question;  whereupon 
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the  witness  did  then  refuse  to  answer  that  question  and  the  succeeding  one.  The 
court  did  say,  however,  in  connection  with  '«be  refusal  of  the  witness  to  nnswer,  that 
he  thought  the  witness  ought  to  be  ninda  to  answer  the  question,  and  asked  th«*  wit- 
ooHS  to  answer  it:  but  after  argument  on  the  subject  the  court  announced  that  he 
did  not  think  he  had  the  power  to  compel,  by  auy  legal  means,  an  answer  from  the 
witness.) 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  some  of  the  Democrats  oiiered  to  buy  your  rights.  Is  not 
this  all  the  Democrats  did :  offer  to  pay  you  for  what  time  you  might  lose  in  working 
for  their  party f    Is  not  this  the  whole  truth  of  itf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  truth. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  there  was  anything  wrong  in  thatf — A.  I  think  it  is  wrong 
to  boy  the  knowledge  of  a  poor  weak  man  as  I  am. 

Q.  Haven't  the  Pojtnlists,  or  some  of  them,  offered  to  do  the  same  thing  for  yon 
that  the  Democrats  didf — A.  One  did. 

Q.  Did  you  think  it  was  wrong  for  the  Populist  to  make  that  offer  f — A.  The  same 
way  I  thought  the  other  was  wrong,  I  think  this  was  wrong.  My  reason  is  to  think 
both  wrong  it  did  not  become  me  in  my  standing  to  make  a  political  speech. 

Q.  You  mean  by  that,  do  you  not,  that  being  a  minister  of  the  gospel  it  would  not 
be  becoming  in  you  to  make  poll tii-al  speeches  f — A.  Exactly,  sir ;  that  is  my  meaning. 

Q.  Were  not  you  a  Republican  before  the  Populist  party  was  organized? — A.  I  was. 

Redirect  examination : 

Q.  In  all  of  this  testimony  that  you  have  been  answering  for  the  past  two  hours 
in  reference  to  yourself  and  others  going  up  to  the  Grange  district  and  voting,  state 
what  election  you  mean  you  went  up  there,  whether  in  the  election  of  1894  or  1895. — 
A.  After  I  come  into  consideration  and  callback  to  memory  I  find  I  make  a  mistake; 
while  being  an  old  man  my  wit  is  short.  I  thought  in  the  last  of  it  to  ask  counsel  to 
let  me  make  some  in  place  of  1892  or  1895,  it  was  in  1894  that  I  went  to  Grange ;  not 
studying  that  the  election  was  held  again  in  October,  which  not  happening  so  before, 
so  I  did  not  feel  sworn  to  the  truth  until  I  rectified  it.  It  is  not  any  advantage 
taken  of  the  counsel.  Now  I  feel  conscientiously  satisfied  that  I  have  sworn  with  a 
clean  heart. 

Q.  In  the  last  election  in  1895,  the  time  yon  have  referred  to  when  those  men  came 
to  your  house  or  field  in  a  hack,  did  you  vote  in  that  election  f — A.  Since  I  have  come 
to  think  about  it  I  find  that  was  the  time  I  did  not  vote  at  all  nowhere. 

Recross-examlnatlon : 

Q.  Who  have  you  talked  to  about  this  matter  during  the  recess  f — A.  With  Mr. 
White  and  no  one  else. 

Q.  When  you  were  talking  with  Mr.  White  did  not  you  tell  him  then,  that  is, 
about  an  hour  ago,  that  vou  were  not  mistaken  about  the  time  which  you  had  named 
in  your  testimony,  and  tnat  it  was  at  the  lust  election  lust  l>efore  the  las'  Christmas 
and  that  it  was  not  the  election  of  1894 1 — A.  I  did  tell  Mr.  White  so  positively.  He 
seemed  to  ask  me  the  question  over  like  I  had  made  some  mistake;  but  after  I  got 
off,  studied  deeply,  and  sorter  had  an  afflicted  mind,  I  wanted  to  go  home  so  bad.  I 
test  the  matter  to  myself  while  eating  supper,  found  I  was  mistaken,  feel  that  these 
men  would  believe  that  I  was  telling  a  lie.  I  had  a  good  supper,  but  never  eat  half 
of  it.  1  was  in  trouble,  and  was  never  satisfied  nntu  I  rectihed  the  mistake.  Now 
I  feel  like  an  honest  man. 

Q.  Has  not  Mr.  Moxley  or  Mr.  Whigham  spoken  to  you  on  this  subject  t — A.  T  did 
not  went  with  them  nor  come  with  them.  I  had  no  contest  of  that  matter,  but  I  do 
thank  Mr.  White  for  notifying  me. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  before  Almighty  God  and  as  you  hope  to  receive  His  blessings 
that  not  a  soul  but  Mr.  White  has  spoken  to  you  about  this  matter  during  the  recess 
which  the  court  took  for  supper  f — A.  Yes,  and  double  yes. 

Q.  Has  not  Mr.  Moxley  or  Mr.  Whigham  spoken  to  yon  on  this  subject  since  the 
court  took  recess! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Hasn't  one  of  them  mentioned  it  to  you  or  referred  to  it  in  your  presence f — A. 
No,  sir;  they  haven't  done  It. 

Q.  Did  not  you  speak  to  either  of  these  gentlemen,  Mr.  Moxley  or  Mr.  Whigham, 
during  the  recess? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  you  haven't  spoken  a  word  to  either  Mr.  Moxley  or  Mr. 
Whigham  durine  the  recess  and  that  neitner  of  them  has  spoken  a  word  to  yon  about 
anythingf — A.  They  talked  with  me  about  making  a  fire. 

Q.  Did  not  you  and  Mr.  Moxley  come  in  the  door  together  to  the  house  where  we 
are  now  holding  court  to-night f — A.  We  did  not;  he  overtook  me  standing  on  the 
steps.    I  came  by  myself;  he  walked  in  the  door  and  I  walked  in  right  behind  him. 

Q.  Did  not  you  register  the  year  that  you  voted  at  Grange? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  testified  this  morniug  that  the  reason  yoa  went  to  Grange  to  vote  at  that 
election  was  because  Lee  Edwards  and  Green  came  to  your  place  in  a  hack  and  yon 
were  afraid  to  go  to  Louisville  for  fear  of  a  disturbance.  You  testified  to  this  on 
your  direct  examination  and  you  repeated  it  explicitly  and  positively  on  your  cross- 
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•zamination.  Now,  is  it  aot  a  little  singular,  to  say  the  leant  of  it,  that  during  the 
whole  day's  examiuation  that  you  shouldhave  stuck  so  closely  to  this  testimony  and 
then  afler  supper  to-night  about  the  first  thin^;  you  say  is  that  it  is  ail  wrong? — A. 
I  would  think  it  was  singular  if  I  had  of  had  time  to  study  before  now.  My  hair  is 
short  and  my  knowledge  is  shallow  and  not  able  to  keep  up  with  wise  men,  and  my 
age  shows  that  I  am  going  back  instead  of  going  up. 

Q.  Did  not  you  testify  this  evening  that  you  voted  at  Orange  when  yon  were  reg- 
istered at  the  Louisville  district,  and  did  you  not  admit  that  you  knew  it  was  wrong 
and  iu  violation  of  the  law,  and  did  not  you  attempt  to  Justify  it  by  saying  that  the 
white  Democrats  broke  the  law,  and  so  you  broke  itf  Is  not  this  true? — A.  The 
wortU  are  all  true,  but  I  was  mistaken  in  the  year,  and  I  have  rectified  that  already. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  little  strange  that  yon  can  remember  so  much  against  the  Democrata 
and  stick  to  it,  and  then  when  I  pulled  out  of  yon  a  little  testimony  that  was  favor- 
able to  the  Democrats  and  against  the  Populists  that  you  go  off  and  reflect  a  little 
and  come  back  and  cry  mistake  f — A.  I  always  consider  that  it  is  a  beauty  to  teU  the 
truth  both  (»n  earth  and  before  God  and  man. 

Q.  In  your  couversation  with  Mr.  White  to-night  did  you  not  explain  to  him  that 
the  reason  you  knew  that  it  was  in  1895  that  you  voted  at  Grange  was  because  yon 
remembered  that  you  had  registered  the  year  you  voted  there f — A.  I  did;  but  at  that 
time  I  did  not  remember  the  October  election.  I  had  clean  forgotten  it,  but  I  will 
not  deny  my  word  if  I  say  it. 

Q.  Did  you  register  in  1895;  that  is,  last  yearf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Rbv.  Edmund  (his  x  mark)  BrRTON. 

The  foregoing  testimony  of  Rev.  Edmund  Burton,  beginning  on  page  221  and  end- 
ing on  page  284,  sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  after  the  same  was  read  over 
to  witness  before  me  this  February  26, 1896. 

T.  A.  SCABBORO, 

A  Notary  PuhliCj  Jefferton  Countjf,  Ga. 

Wednesday  night,  at  ten  minutes  to  11  o'clock,  court  adjourned  to  8  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

Thursday  Morninq,  February  27, 1896. 
Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

W.  G.  WALDEN.  sworn  for  contestant : 

Q.  State  where  you  are  living  now  and  where  you  have  lived  since  in  1890 ;  also  your 
age. — A.  I  am  living  now  at  Avera  station,  on  Augusta  and  Sandersville  Railroad, 
Fourteen  hundred  and  sixtieth  district.  I  lived  in  1891  and  1892  at  Stapleton,  in 
this  county^  Seventy-sixth  district.    I  am  52  years  of  age. 

Q.  State  if  the  Fourteen  hundred  and  sixtieth  district  was  not  originally  a  part  of 
the  Seventy-sixth  district,  and  how  long  ago  was  it  cut  off  of  the  Seventy-sixth  dis- 
trict.— A.  It  was  a  part  of  the  Seventy-sixth  district.  I  do  not  recollect  precisely 
the  date;  mnst  have  been  some  eight  or  ten  years  ago. 

Q,  In  what  part  of  the  county  did  yon  live  before  you  moved  to  the  Seventy -sixth 
district? — A.  I  was  living  in  the  Seventy-ninth  district  the  time  I  moved 'to  the 
Seventy -sixth  district  in  1890.  I  am  not  positive  about  the  date,  but  think  it  was  in 
1890.  My  recollection  is  that  I  had  been  living  in  the  Seventy-ninth  district  for  six 
or  seven  years. 

Q.  State  all  yon  know  in  reference  to  the  methods  of  the  Populist  party  in  conducting 
their  campaigns  since  the  organization  of  the  party  in  1892,  and  what  advice  they  gare 
the  negro  as  a  voter. — A.  I  will  answer  your  question  first  as  regards  the  methods  in 
the  Seventy-sixth  district  in  1892.  I  was  considered  at  that  time  by  both  the  Demo- 
crats and  Popiilista  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Populist  party  of  the  Seventy -eixth 
district.  I  done  the  principal  part  of  the  public  speaking  for  the  Populists  in  that 
district;  all  bad  free  accesH  to  the  place  of  speaking  at  the  time  of  speaking,  both 
Democrats  and  Populists.  We  tried  to  teach  the  negroes  and  whites  a  fterfect  under- 
standing of  the  principles  of  the  Populist  party.  We  believed  at  that  time,  the  lead- 
ing Populists  of  us,  that  the  negroes  could  be  educated  so  as  to  become  a  better  citi- 
zen and  vote  more  upon  principle;  we  believed  the  methods  to  that  end  was  to  edu- 
cate them  by  public  speaking,  by  inviting  some  Democrats  to  represent  the  other  side, 
BO  that  they  could  have  a  clear  understanding  of  the  Populist  principles  and  the  Demo- 
cratic principles.  In  order  to  carry  this  effectually  out,  we  invited  Mr.  W.  R.  Har- 
vey, the  leader  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the  Seven ty-sixth  district,  to  meet  me  in 
debate  at  the  Crossroad  Academy  at  Stapleton  and  publicly  discuss  these  principles 
in  the  presence  of  the  negroes  and  whites.  Mr.  Harvey  declined  to  do  so.  We  tnen 
invited  Mr.  Carswell  to  meet  me  at  a  specified  time,  of  which  time  we  informed  him, 
at  this  same  Crossroad  Academy,  ''Stapleton's,"  and  publicly  discuss  the  principles. 
Mr.  Carswell  was  a  Democrat.    Mr.  Carswell  accepted  and  met  me  at  the  specified 
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time,  and  we  «li8cu88ed  tbem^  after  previonsly  notifying  the  negroes  of  the  Seventy^ 
sixth  district,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  time  and  place  where  we  would  discnss  them. 
There  were  good  many  negroes  present  at  the  time  of  the  discussion,  perhaps  50,  may  be 
100;  don't  remember  the  precise  number,  never  counted  them.  There  were  other 
Democrats  present;  prominent  among  the  number  was  W.  R.  Harvey,  C.  J.  Fields. 
deputy  sherift'  of  the  county  at  the  time,  and  others.  The  negroes  seemed  to  pay  good 
attention  to  both  Mr.  Carswell  and  myself,  and  after  tbe  speaking  was  over,  for  a 
number  of  days,  whenever  I  would  meet  with  the  largest  numbers  of  those  negroes 
they  would  voluntarily  tell  me  that  they  believed  the  Populist  doctrine  was  right. 
Among  that  number  was  Claid  Lyons,  colored.  Perry  Curtis,  who  became  two  of  the 
best  electioneers  among  the  negroes  that  we  had,  both  publicly  and  privately.  I 
advised  the  Populists  of  the  district  not  to  use  violence,  or  even  harsh  words  among  the 
negroes  when  talking  politics,  made  no  difference  how  much  the  negroes  rai^ht  differ 
with  me,  but  to  appeal  to  the  negro's  judgment  and  understanding.  I  will  say  to 
the  honor  of  them  that  as  far  as  I  know  that  was  strictly  carried  out. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  State  election  held  in  the  Seventy-sixth  district  in 
1892  when  there  was  some  difficulty  there f  If  so,  state  all  that  occurred  at  that  elec- 
tion, And  the  advice  you  gave  your  friends  before  that  election. — A.  I  was  there  at 
both  the  State  and  county  elections ;  there  was  a  difficulty  occurred  at  one  of  the  elec- 
tions; I  do  not  now  remember  >vhich  one  it  was;  I  saw  just  previous  to  that  election 
that  there  was  a  good  deal  political  excitement.  I  was  very  anxious  for  peace,  as 
I  believe  both  Democrats  and  Populists  of  the  Seventy  sixth  district  will  testify  to. 
I  advised  the  Populists  some  three  or  four  days  before  the  elections  not  to  bring  a 

Sin  or  pistol  upon  the  election  ground  the  day  of  election.  I  was  so  earnest  in  this 
at  nearly  every  one  I  talked  to  promised  me  they  would  not  do  it.  I  will  say  to 
the  honor  of  them  that  I  don't  believe  they  did,  only  in  a  very  few  oases,  for  reasons 
I  may  hereafter  state. 

Q.  Was  Dr.  Kitchens  one  of  the  election  managers  on  the  day  the  difficulty  occurred, 
when  he  and  Mr.  Stratford  came  to  blows  at  that  election  in  the  Seventy-sixth 
district? — A.  He  was  not. 

Q.  State  the  names  of  all  parties  there  from  Louisville ;  also  all  from  Augusta. — A. 
I  do  not  recollect  the  names  of  any  from  Augusta,  if  I  ever  heard  them,  except  Mr. 
Jas.  Stratford.  I  am  not  positive  that  I  recollect  who  all  was  there  from  Louisville 
at  this  time:  I  do  recollect  Mr.  Bob  Little,  Walsh  Beach,  Sam  Brown,  from  Louisville 
or  that  neighborhood,  and  Dr.  Herbert. 

Q.  State  all  you  know  about  the  difficulty  and  how  it  started. — A.  In  order  that 
I  may  not  have  to  stop  and  explain  afterwards,  I  will  state  just  here  that  when  I 
saw  the  crowd  from  Augusta  that  I  was  fearful  that  they  might  be  toughs  and  get 
np  a  difficulty,  so  I  went  to  Mr.  Bob  Little,  a  man  whom  I  thought  of  iutiuence 
among  them,  as  they  were  along  in  the  crowd  with  him,  to  ioiu  with  the  Populists 
in  selecting  a  number  of  marshals  from  the  Democratic  ranks  and  the  Populists  to 
keep  the  peace.  Mr.  Little  declined  to  appoint  any  himself,  but  told  me  I  could 
appoint  as  many  as  I  wished  from  the  Populists.  I  got  with  two  or  three  of  the  lead- 
ing Populists  of  the  district  and  selected  a  committee  from  the  Populist  party,  and 
instructed  them  if  they  saw  a  Poiiulist  engaged  in  a  difficulty,  whether  he  was  justi- 
fiable or  not,  with  a  Democrat,  to  pull  him  away  and  take  him  off.  I  stated  to  them 
that  we  had  better  suffer  wrong  than  that  blood  should  be  shed.  We  selected  the 
committee  of  the  beet  and  peaceable  men  that  we  had,  and  as  far  as  I  had  time  to 
notice  them  I  believe  they  carried  out  the  instructions  as  far  as  they  thought  they 
dared  to  without  involving  themselves  in  a  difficulty,  of  which  I  will  explain 
further  on. 

Q.  What  parties  were  engaged  in  the  difficulties,  and  what  part  did  Dr.  Kitchens 
take  in  them? — A.  I  will  state  that  I  was  carrying  on  mercantile  business  for  Staple- 
ton  &  Samples,  and  was  not  out  among  the  crowd  all  the  time.  The  first  difficulty 
or  unpleasantness  I  saw  was  between  W.  S.  Thomson  and  Dr.  George  Kelly.  They 
bad  some  difference  in  words.  Two  of  our  peace  committee  pulled  W.  S.  Thomson 
away  and  carried  him  in  the  house.  I  went  up  to  Dr.  George  Kelly  and  told  him 
that  I  and  him  could  talk  without  any  difficulty,  and  we  suon  got  it  settled  and 
both  men  made  Iriends.  The  next  difficulty  I  recollect  noticing  was  between  Mr. 
Jas.  Stratford  and  Dr.  Kitchens.  Our  peace  committee  carried  Dr.  Kitchens  away  and 
into  the  house,  Jas.  Stratford  at  the  time  calling  him  a  coward  because  he  suffered 
himself  to  be  led  away.  Coward  is  the  word  I  understood  him  to  use,  and  one  of 
the  Populists  told  me  that  those  were  the  words.  The  next  difficulty  that  1  noticed 
was  between  Mr.  Bob  Little  and  Mr.  Jordan.  1  saw  that  angry  words  and  ges- 
tures were  passing  between  them  which  I  saw  would  result  in  a  fight.  I  went  to 
Mr.  C.  J.  Fields,  who  was  a  Democrat  and  the  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  asked 
him  to  make  use  of  the  authority  vested  in  him  as  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county  to 
stop  it.  The  reason  I  went  to  the  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county  was  that  one  of  those 
Augusta  fellows  was  walking  a  line  he  had  made  between  all  the  Populists  and 
the  Democrats,  too,  as  far  as  I  recollect ;  but  I  recollect  positively  about  the  Popu- 
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lists.  The  Augusta  fellow  walking  the  line  said  the  firMt  man  that  crossed  it  would 
catch  hell.  I  therefore  thought  that  it  was  hest  not  to  attempt  to  send  the  peace 
committee  to  pnll  Mr.  .Jordan  away,  who  was  a  Populist,  for  I  thought  they  woultl 
get  into  a  difliculty  themselves  if  they  undertaken  it  with  the  Au<;iista  man.  Cod- 
sequeutly,  I  entreated  the  deputy  sheriff  for  God's  sake  to  stop  it.  After  a  while  I 
got  him  to  go  once  to  the  parties*  and  he  said  *'Now  stop  that,  hoys,  stop  that,  boys/' 
or  wortis  to  that  effect,  and  came  away,  the  difficulty  still  going  on.  1  told  the  deputy 
sheriff  that  the  i)arties  engaged  in  the  difficulty  would  certainly  fight  unless  he 
stopped  it.  I  told  him  we  Populists  could  not  stop  it  without  making  the  diffi- 
culty worse.  His  reply  to  me  was  that  they  would  not  fight.  1  told  him  that  it 
was  evident  to  any  man  that  they  would  be  fighting  in  two  minuter  unless  he  inter- 
fered as  the  deputy  sheriff.  I  could  not  get  him  to  interfere  any  more  and  they  were 
soon  fighting,  this  Augusta  man  still  walking  the  line,  keeping  between  them  and 
the  Populints,  telling  everyone  to  stand  back.  They  continued  fighting  for  some 
little  time,  when  Mr.  James  Brown,  a  Democrat,  whom  I  forgot  to  mention,  from 
Louisville,  pushed  in  between  them  and  separated  them.  Directly  after  they  were 
separated  I  saw  1  r.  Kitchens  coming  out  of  the  house;  I  saw  him  start  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Jordan.  Mr.  Jordan  and  Mr.  Bob  Little  at  that  time  were  some  distance 
apart,  somewhere  about  15  or  20  steps.  Mr.  Brown  carried  him  off.  Mr.  Brown  and 
Mr.  Jordan  were  brothern- in-law.  They  were  talking  at  the  time  Dr.  Kitchens  came 
out  of  the  store.  I  had  an  occasion  to  step  back  into  the  store  as  Dr.  Kitchens  came 
out,  I  being  a  clerk  in  the  store :  I  soon  stepped  out  again  where  I  could  see  the 
crowd.  Dr.  Kitchens  and  James  Stratford  at  the  time  I  came  out  were  engaged  in 
a  fight.  I  spoke  out  to  the  Populists  to  go  and  separate  them  and  bring  Dr.  Kitchens 
back,  but  as  fast  as  a  Populist  would  run  up  he  was  forced  to  stand  back  by  some  of 
this  Augusta  crowd,  or  some  of  the  Democrats,  at  least ;  did  not  notice  every  time  who 
it  was.  At  the  point  of  a  pistol  it  was  then  that  the  Populist  came  back  to  me  and 
complained  to  me  that  I  had  advised  them  t-o  come  unarmed  to  the  election  and 
then  at  that  time  the  Democrats  were  killing  Dr.  Kitchens  and  they  were  unable  to 
render  him  any  assistance.  I  then  noticed  in  the  direction  of  Kitchens  an<l  Strat- 
ford and  they  were  both  up  standing  upon  their  feet.  This  was  the  end  of  the  diffi- 
culty so  far  as  I  recollect  seeing  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  believe  that  there  are  any  Populists  eithet  in  the  Seventy-sixth  or  One 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixtieth  districts  who  would  attempt  to  organize  a  plan 
to  bum  out  Mr.  Wm.  Harvey,  Wm.  Thompson,  and  C.  J.  Fields,  or  any  other  Demo- 
crats in  those  dlHtricts  or  at  any  other  place f — A.  I  don't  think  there  is  on  the  account 
of  politics.  It  is  contrary  lo  the  principles  of  the  Populist  politics  or  the  principles 
taught  in  the  Populist  politics. 

Q.  Are  the  negroes  in  those  two  districts  referred  to  forced  to  vote  the  Populist 
ticket  against  their  will,  or  do  the  Populists  advise  them  to  vote  as  they  please  f — A. 
I  answer  positively  that  they  are  not  forced  to  vote  the  Populist  ticket  against  their 
will.  The  Populists  try  to  influence  the  negoes  by  showing  them  the  advantages  of 
Populism  as  compared  with  Democracy,  and  then  tell  them  to  vote  as  they  please. 
The  negroes  of  those  two  districts  who  are  truthful  and  reliable  will  bear  me  out  in 
this  testimony  and  I  challenge  an  investigation. 

Q.  Did  the  Populists  of  those  districts,  during  1892  or  since  that  time,  ride  over 
the  districts  at  night  firing  off  guns  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  or  terroriz- 
ing the  colored  voters? — A.  I  have  never  known  of  such  an  act  upon  the  part  of 
the  Populists  to  terrorize  negroes  into  voting  the  Populist  ticket.  We  have  always 
believed  in  those  two  districts  that  we  had  a  majority  of  the  negro  vote  and  we  had 
got  it  by  peaceful  methods  in  showing  the  advantages  of  our  principles,  and  the 
lending 'men  of  those  districts,  wherever  I  have  heard  them  speaking  of  this  matter, 
believe  that  our  success  with  the  negro  depended  in  peaceful  methods. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Walden  voting  a  colored  man  living  with 
him  at  that  time  for  Major  Black,  over  the  protest  of  the  man,  at  the  election  of  1894 
or  1895?— A.  I  know  that  Mr.  J.  J.  Walden  had  a  negro  living  with  him;  that  the 
negro  claimed  to  be  a  Populist,  and  Mr.  Walden  loaned  him  a  horse  or  mule  and  road 
cart  to  drive  out  to  the  election.  I  think  it  was  in  1894,  and  the  negro  voted  a  Pop- 
ulist ticket.  I  heard  the  boys  at  Avera  afterwards  laughing  at  J.  J.  Walden,  and 
teasing  him  by  saying  that  he  let  the  negro  have  the  horse  and  cart  or  mule,  what- 
ever it  was,  to  ride  out  to  the  election,  under  the  promise  that  he  would  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  they  were  teasing  J.  J.  Walden  under  the  failure  he  had 
made.  J.  J.  Walden  said  he  would  see  that  it  didn't  happen  in  the  next  election. 
Mr.  Charles  Harden  told  me  (or  my  recollection  was  that  it  was  him)  that  he  saw 
the  negro  vote  in  the  next  election,  and  that  J.  K  Walden  stood  by  the  negro  while 
in  the  act  of  voting,  having  previously  furnished  him  with  a  Democratic  ticket,  and 
that  J.J.  Walden  made  use  of  the  remark :  '*  Put  it  in,  sir ;  put  it  in,  sir !"  The  negro 
hesitated  and  then  voted  it. 

(Counsel  for  coutesiee  moven  to  rule  out  all  of  the  testimony  of  the  witness  in  the 
last  answer  in  reference  to  what  Charles  Harden  told  witness  about  J.J.  Walden 
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voting  the  negro  at  a  certain  election,  because  it  is  hearsay  evidence  and  inadmis  • 
sible.) 

Q.  State  all  yon  know  or  have  heard  in  reference  to  the  Democratic  Uiethods  in 
conducting  their  campaigns  by  the  nse  of  whisky  or  any  other  illegal  means  since 
1892  and  before  that  time. 

(Connsel  for  contestee  objects  to  and  moves  to  rule  oat  that  part  of  the  last  qnes- 
tion  which  anked  the  witness  to  tell  what  he  has  heard,  because  it  seeks  to  obtain 
hearsay  testimony  and  for  that  reason  is  illegal.) 

A.  I  will  state  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  that  I  know  but  very  little  of  their 
methods  in  regard  to  their  campaigns  since  1892  outside  of  what  I  have  already 
•tated.  I  met  with  a  squad  of  Democrats  one  night  during  1892  on  the  east  side  of 
Clarks  Mill.  There  were  some  negroes  in  the  crowd  apparently  intoxicated  on 
whisky.  Of  my  own  personal  knowledge  I  did  not  know  where  they  got  it.  Myself 
as  Populist  and  Mr.  Bob  Little  and  others  that  were  Democrats  were  trying  to  dis- 
cuss t-he  issues  of  the  two  parties  before  them  that  night.  There  was  a  negro,  appar- 
ently drunk,  that  kept  annoying  me  while  I  was  trying  to  speak  that  I  decided  his 
intention  was  t-o  insult  me,  and  before  1  would  have  any  unpleasantness  I  quit  speak- 
ing and  went  home.  I  have  heard  eoough  to  take  considerable  length  of  time  to 
tell  it,  but  prefer  not  saying  anything  about  hearsay,  as  I  intend  to  be  conscientious 
in  what  I  say. 

Q.  Were  not  those  parties  that  yon  refer  to  at  that  meeting  and  the  negro  yon 
refer  to  speaking  to  yon,  as  you  thought,  in  trying  to  insult  you,  mainly  from  the 
town  of  Louisville? — A.  1  thiuk  a  majority  of  the  whites  were;  I  don't  Know  many 
of  the  negroes.    The  negro  I  thought  was  trying  to  insult  me  was  from  Louisville. 

Cross-examination  by  Counsel  for  Contestee: 

Q  Tell  us  what  arguments  yon  and  the  other  Populists  used  in  showing  the 
negroes  the  advantages  flowing  to  them  from  the  principles  of  the  Populist  party! — 
A.  I  took  the  Populist  platform  and  discussed  it  plank  by  plank,  showed  its  several 
advantages  and  what  it  meant,  and  showed  it  was  in  plain  terms  and  plain  language, 
and  could  be  understood.  I  would  then  take  up  the  Democratic  platform  and  show 
that  it  condemned  a  great  deal  and  promised  emphatically  but  little  that  could  be 

riitively  nuflerstood.  1  discussed  tnese  platforms  with  two  prominent  Democrats, 
R.  Harvey  and  Mr.  Carswell,  and  challenged  them  to  explain  the  Democratic 
platform  in  the  presence  of  the  negroes  and  the  whites;  neither  one  would  attempt 
to  do  it.  I  called  the  attention  of  the  negroes  and  the  whites  to  it  at  the  time  and 
called  upon  them  to  witness  the  fact  that  they  would  not  explain  their  platform, 
and  I  don't  think  it  has  been  explained  yet.    1  used  that  against  them. 

Q.  What  was  it  you  and  others  told  the  negroes  that  was  calculated  to  make  them 
believe  that  the  Populist  party  was  better  for  them  than  the  Republican  or  Demo- 
cratic party  f  State  some  of  your  principal  arguments  on  this  line. — A.  I  argued 
that  in  regard  to  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silrer,  showing  that  in  1873,  when 
it  was  demonetized — I  believe  that  is  the  correct  date — I  went  on  to  show  that  both 
the  Republicans  and  Democrats  had  voted  for  this,  and  while  the  Democratic  party 
claimed  to  be  a  free-silver  party,  that  I  did  not  believe  we  would  get  it  through  that 
party,  for  while  a  Radical  Senate  had  voted  for  free  silver  a  Democratic  House  had 
voted  against  it.    I  took  other  planks  of  our  platform  and  discussed  their  merits. 

Q.  Did  you  not,  and  other  Populist  speakers,  tell  the  negroes  in  substance  that 
both  the  Republican  and  Democratic  parties  were  corrupt,  and  the  negro  could  get 
no  relief  from  either  of  them  ? — A.  I  don't  recollect  using  those  words  in  regard  to 
the  Republican  party.  We  did  not  have  to  make  a  fight  against  the  Republican 
party ;  our  battle  was  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Did  not  you  and  other  speakers  try  to  induce  the  negro  by  arguments  to  join 
the  Populist  party  out  and  outf — A.  I  don't  know  what  you  mean  by  Joining  oar 
party  out  and  out.  I  will  state  this,  we  tried  to  ^et  them  to  vote  the  Populist  ticket. 
Some  of  the  negroes  preferred  to  vote  for  Harrison,  some  few  of  them,  and  we  had 
tickets  struck  with  HarrlBon's  name  on  them,  so  they  could  vote  them. 

Q.  Do  not  the  Seventy-sixth,  Seventy-seventh,  Eighty-first,  Eighty-fifth  or  Bartow 
district,  Fourteen  hundred  and  Sixtieth,  and  Seventy-ninth  districts  usually  poll  a 
large  majority  of  votes  for  the  Populist  party  t — A.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  At  what  voting  precinct  were  you  on  the  last  Presidential  election  day  when 
Harrison,  Cleveland,  and  Weaver  were  running  for  President  f — ^A.  At  the  Seventy- 
sixth. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  a  number  of  negroes  voted  for  Weaver  there  that  day  f — 
A.  I  know  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  they  did.  Yon  could  give  them  one  ticket 
and  they  conld  have  voted  another. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  Harrison  received  a  very  small  number  of  votes  there  that 
day,  and  don't  yon  know  that  Weaver  ran  a  little  behind  Watson  f — A.  That  is  my 
recollection. 

Q.  Did  not  the  vote  stand  practically  the  same  way  in  the  other  strong  Populist 
districts  in  the  county  f — A.  Comparatively  so,  is  my  recollection. 
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Q,  Were  not  most  of  the  meetings  which  the  Populists  held  and  at  which  you  and 
others  spoke  held  at  night  f — A.  I  never  spoke  bat  two  nights  during  the  whole  cam- 
jtaign,  and  eaoh  of  those  nights  I  met  Democrats.  I  recall  that  I  did  speak  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Wren  one  night.  He  was  a  Populist.  The  balance  of  my  appointments 
were  in  the  daytime,  as  far  as  1  now  recollect. 

Q.  Were  you  not  at  a  meeting  held  at  Clarke  Mill,  at  which  Hon.  R.  P.  Wren  stood 
on  the  big  rock  near  the  mill  house  and  made  a  speech,  and  was  not  this  at  night f — 
A.  I  answered  that  I  was  with  Mr.  Wren  one  night;  that  was  the  meeting  I  re- 
ferred to. 

Q.  Were  yon  not  near  Mr.  Wren  that  night  while  he  was  speaking! — A.  I  was  moat 
of  the  time.  I  was  called  ott*  once  or  twice  by  parties  to  see  me  while  he  was 
peaking. 

Q.  Did  not  some  of  the  Populists  carrv  guns  or  rifles  or  pistols  to  that  meeting  that 
night  f — A.  It  wns  dark.  I  ao  not  recollect  seeing  a  gun  or  a  pistol,  but  I  do  know 
that  it  was  reported,  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  it  or  not,  that  the  Louisville 
crowd  was  coming  down  to  run  the  Popnlists  off.  If  any  guns  or  pistols  were  car- 
ried, that  was  the  cause  of  it. 

Q.  Try  to  refresh  your  memory  now.  Don't  you  remember  to  have  seen  some  guns 
or  rifles  leaning  up  around  the  rock  upon  which  Mr.  Wren  spoke  or  very  near  to  the 
rock  f — A.  If  I  saw  any  guns  that  night  there  1  positively  can  not  call  it  to  memory. 
I  was  so  opposed  to  it  that  the}'  would  not  have  let  me  see  them,  I  believe.  I  will 
add  jnst  here  that  I  and  most  of  the  Populists  I  talked  to  who  were  religiously  in- 
clined believed  our  cause  was  right,  and  that  God  would  protect  us.  Consequently, 
if  a  sinner  had  have  carried  a  gun  there  that  night  I  believe  he  would  have  been 
ashamed  to  have  let  the  better  class  of  the  Populists  seen  it. 

Q.  Did  the  Louisville  crowd  come  and  break  up  that  meeting  at  Clarks  Mill  that 
night f — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  anyone  from  Louisville  that  i  recollect  of. 

Q.  Did  not  .vou  hear,  even  if  you  don't  know,  that  the  Populists  got  up  that  meet- 
ing that  night  and  tried  to  bait  the  Democrats  from  Louisville  out  there,  and  they 
were  prepared  to  do  up  the  Democrats  if  they  camef — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  know, 
nor  did  not  hear  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Haven't  you  ever  heard  or  don't  you  know  of  a  single  Populist  who  ever  car- 
ried a  firearm  of  any  kiud  to  a  public  political  meeting? — A.  I  do  not  now  recollect 
to  have  seen  one;  they  may  have  done  it,  as  I  know  at  times  they  were  expecting  to 
have  trouble,  Irom  reports  that  were  circulating. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  a  Democrat  threaten  to  do  violence  to  the  Populists  f — A.  I  do 
not  now  recollect  that  I  ever  did. 

Q.  Did  you  not  hear  of  a  meeting  at  Stapletous  crossroads  which  the  Democrats 
organized  up  there  one  night,  when  a  crowd  of  Populists  came  up  with  gnus  and 
clubs  and  broke  up  the  meeting,  there  being  ouly  one  or  two  white  Democrats  there 
and  some  ne<;roesf — A.  1  answer  I  have  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  in  my  life.  I 
never  knew  of  such  an  occurrence  there,  and  I  don't  think  it  ever  taken  place. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  Democrats  in  the  county  are  any  more  bloodthirsty  or  more 
vicious  than  the  Populists  f — A.  I  think  for  the  first  two  or  three  years  of  the  cam- 

Saigns  between  the  Populists  and  the  I^emocrats  the  Democrats  were  the  most  preja- 
iced  against  the  Populists;  but  I  don't  say  they  were  the  most  bloodthirsty  or 
anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  violence  or  other  means  of  intimidation  being  used  by  the 
Democrats  during  the  last  election  in  1895 f — A.  I  live  in  a  community  where  the 
largest  number  are  Popnlists.  I  was  not  among  the  Democrats  much  during  that 
time,  and  1  do  not  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  about  their  methods  during 
that  time.  I  do  know,  however,  that  they  gave  a  free  ride  on  the  Augusta  Southern 
to  the  negroes  who  voted  for  Mr.  Black,  and  offered  that  as  an  inducement  to  get 
them  to  vote  for  Mr.  Black,  just  before  and  during  the  election. 

Q.  Are  yon  not  mistaken  about  the  time  this  free  ride  was  given  f  W^as  it  not  after 
the  election  in  1894  f — A.  I  think  I  am  mistaken  in  regard  to  time,  it  was  in  1894. 

Q.  Was  not  the  ride  given  just  before  Christmas  in  1894,  during  a  very  oold  spell 
of  weather f — A.  1  am  not  positive  as  to  the  month  or  time  of  the  month;  I  know  it 
was  a  very  cold  spell  of  weather. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  the  ride  was  given  before  Mr.  Black  resigned  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress and  agreed  with  Mr.  Watson  to  run  the  race  over  a^ain ;  for  don't  yon  know 
-uiat  this  announcement  was  not  made  by  Mi^or  Black  until  along  toward  the  last  of 
January  or  the  1st  of  February,  1895  f — A.  I  don't  recollect  precisely  when  Migor 
Black  made  his  announcement. 

Q.  How  could  it  have  been  given  as  an  inducement  for  the  negroes  to  vote  for 
Black  at  or  during  that  election  when  in  fact  the  election  was  a  thing  of  the  pastf — 
A.  Well,  I  look  at  it  from  my  knowledge  of  the  colored  race  that  if  you  reward  him 
for  an  act  one  time  it  encourages  him  to  expect  that  reward  for  the  same  act  the 
second  time.  I  know  that  negroes  who  had  voted  the  Populist  ticket  prior  to  that 
time  voted  the  Democratic  tidcet  at  that  election. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  think  the  franchises  of  a  minority  of  the  ueffroes  of  this  county  can  be 
bought,  either  with  money,  whisky,  or  free  rides? — A.  The  promise  of  reward  has 
a  great  inflnenoe  over  a  number  of  them;  if  it  had  not  of  been  so  the  Democratic 
party  would  never  have  oifered  the  free  ride. 

Q.  There  was  no  free  ride  either  oifered  or  given  before  or  after  the  last  election 
in  1895,  was  there? — A.  No,  sir.  I  corrected  my  statement  back  there  and  said  it 
was  in  18i^. 

Q.  Have  not  a  majority  of  the  negroes  in  the  county  been  usually  voting  for  the 
Democratic  candidates  except  the  candidate  for  President?— A.  Some  have  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  some  the  Populist. 

Q.  Don't  you  know,  and  has  not  the  result  of  the  elections  in  this  county  shown, 
that  a  majority  of  the  negroes  have  voted  with  the  Democrats? — A.  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  largest  number  of  whites  of  the  county  are  Populists;  I  am  also  satisfied, 
and  am  conscientious  in  my  statement,  that  if  you  will  leave  out  all  rewards  and  let 
the  negro  understand  the  principles  of  each  party,  you  would  not  have  enough 
negro  Democrats  in  the  county  to  make  a  corporal's  guard.  My  reason  for  saying  so 
is  they  regard  the  Democratic  party  as  being  the  representative  party  of  slavery. 

Q.  Have  not  nearly  all  the  negroes  almost  without  exception  been  Republicans 
since  Kmancipation  day? — A.  Yes;  up  to  this  split  in  the  Democratic  party.  There 
are  now  some  as  strong  Populist  negroes  as  there  are  whites. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  every  negro  who  votes  the  Populist  ticket  from  principle, 
and,  according  to  the  words  of  the  Kev.  £dmond  Hurton,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  own  conscience,  and  for  nu  other  reason;  and  that  every  negro  who  votes  a 
Democratic  ticket  does  so  for  a  reward  or  the  hope  thereof? — A.  I  can  not  see  any 
other  reason  for  a  negro  votin<i^  a  Populist  ticket  only  from  principle,  as  I  have  never 
heard  of  any  free  rides  or  ofi'ers  of  any  other  rewards  to  induce  them  to  vote  it.  I 
know  they  shrink  from  the  Democratic  party  and  call  it  the  old  slavery  party. 

Q.  You  think,  then,  that  the  Populists  have  got  every  good  negro  in  the  county  and 
no  bad  ones,  and  the  Democrats  have  got  every  bad  negro  in  the  county  and  no  good 
ones? — A.  No;  not  by  any  means;  I  do  not  think  that;  1  think  that  there  are  some 
good  and  bad  in  both  parties. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  very  few  negroes  vote  for  the  Democrats  at  the  country  pre- 
cincts, such  as  Stellaville,  Stapleton,  Wrens,  and  Grange? — A.  That  it  has  been  so, 
when  ever  a  In'g  dinner  has  been  offered  in  Louisville  to  ^et  them  to  vote  there;  up 
to  that  time,  I  think,  the  negroes  voted  at  their  own  precinct. 

Q.  Was  there  any  big  dinners  given  in  Louisville  to  the  negroes  before  the  last 
Congressional  election? — A.  If  there  was  in  the  last  Congressional  election  I  did  not 
hear  of  it. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  a  negro  who  wants  to  vote  for  the  Democrats  usually  leaves 
his  own  district  and  goes  to  Louisville  to  vote? — A.  I  have  heard  so,  and  I  have  also 
heard  that  the  negroes  who  wanted  to  vote  a  Populist  ticket  in  Louisville  would  go 
where  they  could  do  so — to  Alexander  district  or  some  other  district. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  in  the  Seventy-ninth  district  at  nearly  every  election 
not  only  the  negroes  who  vote  with  the  Democrats,  but  nearly  all  the  white  Demo- 
crats in  that  district,  go  to  Louisville  or  some  other  district  to  vote,  and  leave  the 
election  altogether  in  the  hands  of  the  PopulistH? — A.  I  answer  that  question  by 
saying  in  18M2  or  1894,  I  forget  which,  that  there  must  have  been  some  Democrate 
there,  as  it  has  been  reported  to  me  that  there  was  a  negro  killed  by  a  Democrat 
there  that  day.  I  have  not  heard  the  number  nor  I  do  not  know  the  number  of  Demo- 
crats who  have  been  there  since  that  time,  only  as  given  in  statement  of  election 
returns. 

Q.  W^as  it  not  also  reported  to  you  that  the  negro  who  was  killed  by  a  Democrat  at 
Grange,  together  with  others,  had  originated  the  difficulty  with  the  Democrat  who 
killed  him,  and  was  actually  beating  this  Democrat  with  clubs  or  sticks  at  the  time 
the  Democrat  killed  the  negro,  and  the  slayed  had  actually  hit  the  slayer  with  a  club 
or  stick  before  the  fatal  shot  was  fired,  and  was  it  not  also  reported  to  you  that  the 
slayer  was  also  shot  and  badly  wounded  in  that  diiBculty  f — ^A.  I  will  say  in  regard 
to  the  origin  of  the  difficulty  there  are  two  statements.  One  claims  that  the  slayer 
got  it  up,  when  the  other  claims  the  slayed  was  in  fault.  There  is  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, but  what  the  negro  was  using  a  stick  while  the  Democrat  was  using  the  pistol. 
It  is  stated  on  good  authority  that  the  slayer  was  shot  also  by  some  party. 

Q.  At  the  last  election  at  Grange,  in  1895,  the  total  vote  polled  was  68,  out  of  which 
Watson  received  (>3  and  Black  5.  Don't  yon  think  from  these  facts  that  that  elec- 
tion was  pretty  much  in  the  hands  of  the  Populists? — A.  I  answer,  now,  prior  to 
1890  or  1891  I  lived  in  the  Seventy-ninth  district;  I  know  the  Democrats,  the  Popu- 
lists, and  a  majority  of  the  negroes  there.  The  great  majority  of  the  negroes  in  that 
district  are  Populists.  The  Democrats,  in  order  to  vote  any  of  the  negroes,  scarcely, 
have  to  get  them  off  to  Louisville;  for  left  where  they  have  the  protection  of  the 
Popnlists  they  will  vote  the  Populists'  tickets. 

Q.  Did  yoa  ever  know  Dr.  Kelchens  to  help  hold  an  election  in  the  Seventy-sixth 
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district f — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  only  there  in  1892,  and  he  did  not  hold  it  then.     I  think 
I  can  name  the  managers  each  time  in  1892  if  yon  want  them. 

Q.  Was  not  that  election  at  which  the  difficulties  occurred  ns  yon  have  testified  to 
a  State  election,  and  held  in  Octoberf — A.  I  am  not  positive,  but  my  recollection  is 
that  it  was  in  October  election. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  November  or  Congressional  election  that  yearf — A.  I 
was  there. 

Q.  In  what  honsc  was  that  Congressional  election  heldf — A.  In  Stapleton  Sl  Sam- 
ples's  store. 

Q.  Was  not  that  the  store  in  which  you  were  a  clerk  at  that  time,  and  did  voa 
not  have  full  control  of  that  store  and  that  business  for  thene  gentlemen  at  that 
time  on  that  day? — A.  That  was  the  store  I  was  a  clerk  in.  I  had  full  charge  of  the 
business  when  Mr.  Stapleton  or  Mr.  Samples  neither  one  was  there.  On  the  day  of 
the  election  I  turned  the  key  and  the  business  over  to  Mr.  Samples,  and  he  had 
entire  charge  until  after  the  election  was  over.     I  helped  hold  the  election  that  day. 

Q.  How  many  rooms  or  apartments  were  there  to  that  store? — A.  Two. 

Q.  In  which  room  was  the  election  held,  front  or  back  room? — A.  I  reckon  you 
would  term  it  the  back  room. 

Q.  Was  not  the  store  closed  that  day  and  business  suspended? — A.  The  store  was 
oloeed  up  to  the  time  that  I  went  to  help  hold  the  election,  which,  I  snppose,  was  7  or 
half-past  7  o'clock  when  we  began  the  preparation  fixing  up  for  the  election. 

Q.  Which  room  was  the  store  proper — that  is,  which  one  was  the  stock  of  goods 
kept  in? — A.  I  snppose  the  one  you  would  term  the  front  room. 

Q.  Who  had  the  key  to  the  room  in  which  the  election  was  held  that  day  ?— A.  One 
of  the  proprietors — Mr.  Samples. 

Q.  Was  there  only  one  key  to  the  room? — A.  There  was  only  one  that  was  ever  left 
with  me,  and  I  turned  it  over  to  Mr.  Samples  on  that  day. 

Q.  Did  not  some  Populists  bring  guns,  rifles,  or  pistols,  and  deposit  them  in  one  of 
the  rooms  of  that  store,  either  on  the  evening  or  night  before  that  election  or  on  the 
morning  of  it? — A.  In  order  to  answer  you,  whether  there  was  a  probability  of  it  or 
not,  I  will  have  to  refer  to  the  October  election.  At  the  time  the  Democrats  came 
from  Augusta  and  Louisville,  there  was  at  that  time,  in  one  or  more  of  the  convey- 
ances that  came  from  Louisville  or  Angusta,  a  lot  of  Winchester  rifles  or  guns  of 
some  sort,  and  looked  like  Winchesters,  and  was  concealed  by  blankets.  The  wind 
blew  the  blankets  from  some  parts  of  the  guns,  and  they  were  seen  by  some  of  onr 
Populists,  who  were  all  that  day  unarmed,  and  who  expected  the  repetition  of  the 
same  thing  on  the  next  election  by  the  Democrats.  I  heard  some  of  the  Popnlists 
say  they  were  going  to  be  prepared,  as  they  believed  the  Democrats  wonld  attaek 
them  again  the  next  time  with  firearms.  I  will  state  that  on  the  evening  before  the 
Section  there  came  three  Populists  into  the  store  that  I  was  clerking  in  and  left 
three  shotgnns.  They  did  not  say  how  long  they  wanted  to  leave  them.  I  fonnd 
them  there  next  morning;  told  Mr.  Samples,  who  is  a  Democrat  now,  and  said  he 
was  a  half  Democrat  then,  that  those  guns  were  in  the  store.  I  handed  him  the  key ; 
told  him  he  was  in  charge ;  do  as  he  pleased  about  it.  As  Mr.  Samples  is  now  a 
strong  Democrat — told  me  last  night  that  he  would  not  vote  for  any  Populist  living — 
he  can  tell  you  whether  they  stayed  there  during  the  election  or  not.  Of  my  own 
personal  knowledge,  I  do  not  know.  That  is  the  difference  between  a  Populist  and 
a  Democrat — one  would  not  keep  the  key,  and  the  half,  who  is  now  a  full.  Democrat 
would.  That  is  my  reason  for  saying  that  there  was  a  probability  of  guns  being  in 
the  store. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Qeorge  Samples,  whom  yon  have  dnbbed  as  being  a  half  Democrat, 
vote  for  Watson  that  day? — A.  Mr.  Samples  told  me  since  the  elections  of  1892  and 
1894  that  he  voted  for  Mr.  Watson  one  time ;  he  did  not  say  when  it  was. 

Q.  Were  not  the  parties  who  brought  the  guns  and  placed  them  in  that  store  Popn- 
lists ? — A.  They  were.  Those  that  I  saw  deposit  them  on  the  evening  before  the  elec- 
tion were  Popnlists. 

Q.  Did  not  yon  see  guns  taken  out  of  that  store  the  next  evening  after  the  election 
was  over? — A.  If  there  were  any  taken  out  the  next  evening  I  have  no  recollection 
of  it,  and  I  do  not  think  there  was. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  notorions  fact  that  nearly  everybody  has  heard  about,  and  of  which 
von  have  heard  about,  that  before  that  election  in  1892  a  crowd  of  Populists  went  to 
Mr.  Hiram  Harvey's  at  night  and  shot  at  and  ran  a  negro  man  out  of  Mr.  Harvey^s 
yard,  and  near  Mr.  Harvey's  dwelling  house,  and  the  lawless  acts  of  this  crowdso 
mghtened  the  wife  of  Mr.  Harvey,  who  was  soon  to  become  a  mother,  that  it  caused 
or  helped  toproduce  her  death?— A.  There  was  at  the  time  you  speak  of  a  negro  liv- 
ing on  Mr.  Harvey's  place  by  the  name  of  Alex  Stone.  He  lived  about  one-anarter 
of  a  mile  from  Mr.  Harvey's  house.  He  was  seen  on  the  evening  before  the  election 
bringing  a  Jug  of  campai^  whisky  from  the  direction  of  Louisville.  A  small  num- 
ber of  Populists,  it  is  said,  among  the  number  Mr.  James  Walden,  who  turned  up 
afterwards  to  be  a  Democrat,  went,  they  said,  for  the  purpose  of  ordering  the  negro 
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not  to  bring  that  whisky  to  the  polls  next  day  to  electioneer  on,  as  they  were  fearfhl 
they  were  going  to  get  up  a  row  next  day  at  the  polls,  irom  what  they  hatl  heard. 
I  never  heard  that  they  shot  any  times  or  that  they  run  the  negro  out  of  the  yard. 
In  regard  to  Mr.  Harvey's  wife,  someone  tried  to  start  the  report  that  she  had  token 
fright  and  it  helped  to  produce  her  death.  I  will  now  give  you  Mr.  Harvey's  own 
words,  who  is  a  strong  Democrat  himself.  He  said  that  there  was  not  a  word  of  it 
trne  in  regard  to  his  wife.  To  satisfy  his  mind  fnlly,  he  asked  his  wife  after  she 
was  taken  sick  if  she  got  frightened  that  night  or  was  it  the  cause  in  any  way  of 
bringing  on  her  sickness.    He  said  that  she  answered  him  that  it  was  not. 

Q.  Was  not  the  last  Congressional  election  one  of  the  fairest  that  you  have  known 
to  be  held  in  this  county  in  some  years,  on  the  side  of  both  Populists  and  Democrats  f — 
A.  I  can  not  answer  that  question.  I  do  not  know  what  the  election  was  outside  of 
my  own  district. 

Q.  Was  not  the  election  and  campaign  fairly  conducted  in  your  district  by  the 
Democrats  f — A.  In  regard  to  the  Democratic  campaign,  I  do  not  know.  The  election 
in  the  district  was  fair  as  far  as  I  know.  The  PopuSsts  are  largely  in  the  majority 
in  that  district. 

W.  G.  Waldkn. 

The  foregoing  testimony  of  witness  W.  0.  Walden,  beginning  on  page  285  and  end* 
in^  on  page  325,  sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  aner  the  same  was  read  over  to 
witness  before  me  this  February  27,  1896. 

T.   A.   SCARBORO, 

A  Notary  Public  of  Jefferson  County,  Ga, 

J.  M.  PERDUE,  sworn  for  cont.estant: 

Q.  Where  do  you  live,  and  what  county  and  district,  and  how  long  have  you  been 
living  heref — A.  I  live  in  Jefferson  County,  Eighty-first  district;  have  been  living 
here  about  seven  years;  I  lived  in  the  Seventy -seventh  district  for  seven  years,  and 
was  raised  in  the  Eighty-first  district.     I  am  40  years  old  next  April. 

Q.  What  office  do  you  hold,  and  how  long  have  ^ou  beeu  holding  that  office f — A. 
The  office  of  justice  of  the  peace;  have  been  holding  it  a  little  over  three  years. 

Q.  State  who  were  the  election  managers  in  your  district  at  the  last  Congressional 
election  held  in  18951 — A.  J.  W.  Beckham,  F.  N.  Thompson,  and  myself. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  at  that  election  if  any  parties,  and  the  names  and  num- 
bers of  the  parties,  if  you  remember  them,  that]  offered  to  vote  in  your  district  who 
claimed  that  they  had  registered  legally,  and  whose  names  were  not  on  the  voters' 
lists  sent  out  to  that  district  by  the  registrars  f — A.  There  were  25  of  them,  all  of 
whom  were  Populists ;  the  names  I  do  not  recollect,  all  of  them.  There  was  a  list 
kept  by  a  Democrat  and  Populist  who  were  not  election  managers,  but  were  in  the 
room  where  the  election  was  held,  and  I  received  the  ballot  and  examined  the  lists 
furnished  by  the  registrars,  and  their  names  did  not  appear  upon  said  lists.  Exam- 
ined the  ticket  when  I  found  it  was  not  on  the  list,  and  for  that  reason  I  say  they 
were  all  Populist  votes,  or  for  Thomas  £.  Watson.  And  no  ticket  offered  for  J.  C.  C. 
Black  that  did  not  appear  on  said  list.  The  majority  of  those  voters  claimed  that 
they  had  paid  all  tax  demanded  of  them  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitn- 
tion,  and  further  showed  their  tax  receipts  to  substantiate  their  statement.  One  of 
the  party's  name  was  Mr.  Sam  AnderHon,  who  appeared  to  be  abont  50  years  of  age, 
and  bad  all  of  his  tax  receipts  since  he  became  a  vot«r.  We  did  not  allow  any  ticket 
to  be  deposited  in  the  box  except  his  name  appeared  upon  the  list  furnished  by  the 
registrars.  Some  of  those  parties  said  they  had  been  summoned  to  appear  before  the 
board  of  registrars,  but  sent  thHr  tax  receiptn  for  the  year  that  they  were  claimed 
to  be  defaulters,  and  a  part  of  this  number  claimed  that  they  had  not  been  called 
upon  by  the  registrars  to  show  cause  why  their  names  should  not  appear  upon  said 
lists. 

Cross-examination  by  Counsel  for  Contesteb: 

(Counsel  for  contestee  moves  to  rule  out  all  of  the  testimony  of  this  witness  begin- 
ning with  the  second  question  and  answer  on  page  337,  and  including  all  the  remainder 
of  his  testimony,  which  testimony  refers  to  the  rejection  of  certain  votes  at  the 
Eighty-first  district  precinct,  in  the  Congressional  election  of  1895,  because  the  parties 
offering  to  vote  claimed  they  had  registered  and  the  registrars  had  omitted  their 
names  from  the  lists  of  qualified  vo^rs  on  the  following  ground,  to  wit:  Because 
there  is  higher  evidence  of  the  facts  sent  to  be  proven,  the  parties  themselves  who 
offered  to  vote  and  were  rejected  being  the  only  proper  ones  to  testify  as  to  the  rejec- 
tion of  their  votes,  and  the  registration  books,  revised  and  prepared  by  the  board  of 
registrars,  together  with  the  list  of  the  qualified  voters  for  that  district,  prepared  by 
the  registrars,  being  the  highest  and  best  evidence  of  the  fact  whether  tnese  parties 
were  or  were  not  registered,  and  because  the  testimony  is  secondary  and  hearsay, 
and  for  these  reasons  is  Illegal  and  inadmissible. 

Contestee  does  not  desire  to  ask  this  witness  a  single  question.) 

J.  M.  PURDUB. 
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The  foregoine  testimony  of  witness  J.  M.  Perdae,  beginning  on  page  341  and  end- 
ing on  page  33o,  sworn  to  and  sabscribed  to  before  me  after  the  same  was  read  over  to 
witness  before  me  this  Febraary  27,  1896. 

T.  A.   SCARBORO, 

A  Notary  Public  of  Jefferson  Countjf,  €ra. 
Thursday  evening  about  dark  court  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday  Morning,  Fehruary  28. 

Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

T.  H.  Warren  being  again  put  upon  the  stand,  counsel  for  contestee  wishes  to  make 
this  objection  to  T.  H.  VVarren  being  put  back  on  the  stand  as  a  witness  for  contest- 
ant on  this  the  28th  day  of  February,  1896,  it  being  the  last  day  in  which  this  court 
has  jurisdiction  to  sit  and  hear  and  take  evidence  in  the  case  now  pending,  for  the 
following  reasons:  First,  because  said  T.  H.  Warren  was  put  upon  the  stand  to  tes- 
tify Friday  morning,  February  21,  1896,  and'wheu  the  court  closed  that  evening  he 
was  still  a  witness  and  in  the  hands  of  attorneys  for  contestees;  that  said  court 
adjourned  to  meet  next  morning  at  8  o'clock,  when  said  T.  H.  Warren  was  not  present 
to  testify,  and  no  reason  being  made  to  appear  why  he  was  not  again  put  upon  the 
stand  by  contestee  upon  the  cross-examination,  and  he  not  having  been  put  upon  the 
stand  by  contestee  any  other  intervening  time,  counsel  for  contestee  now  objects  to 
him,  the  said  T.  H.  Warren,  being  put  upon  the  stand  to  testify.  Several  other  wit- 
nesses haviug  been  introduced,  and  no  agreement  having  been  made  with  counsel 
for  contestee  to  proceed  in  irregular  and  illegal  manner,  two  other  witnesses,  namely, 
T.  K.  Swan  and  K.  P.  Wren,  were  iutroduced  and  taken  oil'  the  stand  before  cross- 
examination  was  completed. 

The  witnesses  R.  P.  Wren  and  T.  E.  Swan  were  again  put  upon  the  stand  February 
28,  1896,  and  counsel  for  contestee  declined  to  interrogate  theui  on  the  cross-exami- 
nation, on  the  ground  that  they  were  illegally  reintroduced  in  the  same  way  as 
specified  in  the  objections  to  the  reintroduction  of  T.  H.  Warren,  as  appear  on  pages 
342  and  343  of  this  record,  no  legnl  showing  having  been  made  why  they  were  with- 
drawn from  the  stand  uud  other  witnesses  iutroduced  in  their  places  on  the  mornings 
of  Febraary  25  and  February  21,  resjiectivel}',  and  not  having  been  offered  again  to 
counsel  for  contestee  for  cross-examination  subsequent. 

I'Yiday,  February  28,  1896,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  court  adjourned  sine  die. 

T,    A.    SCAKBORO, 

A  Notary  Public  of  Jefferson  County,  Ca. 

State  or  Georgia,  Jefferson  County : 

In  the  matter  of  contest  of  Thomas  E.  Wation  v.  James  C.  C.  Black  for  Represent- 
ative in  Fifty-fourth  Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia,  I, 
T.  A.  Scarboro,  a  duly  commissioned  notary  public  of  said  county,  selected  by  con- 
testant as  officer  before  whom  the  evidence  for  contestant  should  be  taken,  certify  that 
the  evidence  heretofore  set  out  from  page  1  to  page  343  is  correct  and  the  witnesses 
testitiod  as  there  set  forth,  and  the  evidence  thereby  attached  was  introduced  in  evi- 
dence; that  I  apmointed  the  20th  day  of  February,  1896,  for  the  taking  of  evidence, 
and  on  that  day  T.  K.  Swan  appeared  and  was  sworn  for  contestant,  as  before  set  out; 
that  the  hearing  was  then  continued  until  the  21st  day  of  February,  1896,  and  witness 
T.  £.  Swan,  who  was  on  the  stand  when  court  adjourned  on  evening  of  February  20, 
1896,  not  being  present  to  resume  his  examination,  T.  H.  Warren  was  approved  and 
sworn  for  contestant,  as  before  set  out,  and  the  hearing  was  then  continued  until  the 
22dday  of  February,  1896,  and  witness,  T.  H.  Wan-en,  who  was  on  the  stand  when  conrt 
adjourned  on  evening  of  2l8t  day  of  February,  1896,  not  being  present  to  resume  his 
examination,  R.  P.  Wren  was  approved  and  sworn  for  contestant,  as  before  set  out; 
that  the  hearing  was  continued  nntil  the  24th  day  of  February,  18IM>,  when  the  exam- 
ination of  witness,  K.  P.  Wren,  was  resumed,  and  that  the  hearing  was  then  continued 
until  the  25th  day  of  February,  1896;  and  witness  R.  P.  \yren,  who  was  on  the  stand 
when  conrt  adjourned  on  eveninjj;  of  February  24,  1896,  not  being  present  to  resume 
his  examination,  that  Wesley  .Jackson  (colored)  was  approved  and  sworn  for  con- 
testant, as  before  set  out,  and  the  hearing  was  then  continued  until  the  26th  day  of 
February,  1896;  that  Rev.  Edmond  Barton  (colored)  was  a))proved  and  sworn  for 
contestant,  as  before  set  nut;  and  the  hearing  was  then  continued  until  the  27th  day 
of  February.  1896;  that  W.  G.  Walden  and  J.  M.  Perdue  approved  and  were  sworn 
for  contestant,  as  before  set  out;  and  the  heariu<;  was  then  continued  until  the  28th 
day  of  February,  1896,  when  T.  E.  Swan,  T.  H.  Warren,  and  R.  P.  Wren  were  each 
successively  placed  upon  the  witness  stand  and  counsel  for  coutestee  successively 
announced  as  the  witnesses  were  placed  upon  the  stand  that  they  had  no  further 
questions  to  propound  to  wituenses;  that  on  the  28th  day  of  February,  1896,  the 
taking  of  eviaeuce  was  concluded. 
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I  certify  the  names  signed  to  testimony  of  the  several  witnesses  is  the  testimony 
of  the  said  witnesses. 

Witness  my  hand  and  ofiftcial  seal  at  StellaviUe,  Ga.,  in  Jefferson  County,  this  28th 
day  of  Fehruary,  1896. 

[8KAL.]  T.  A.  SCARBORO, 

A  Notary  Public,  Jefferson  County,  Ga. 

Statk  of  Georgia,  Jefferson  County: 

I,  J.  W.  White,  olerk  superior  court  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify  that  T.  A. 
Scarhoro,  of  said  county,  is  a  duly  appointed  and  legally  commissioned  notary  pub- 
lic in  and  for  said  county ;  that  his  term  of  office  began  January  23, 1894,  and  expiree 
January  23,  1898,  as  shown  by  the  records  in  said  office,  it  beins;  a  court  of  record. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  seal  of  office  this  29th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[seal.]  J.  W.  WniTK, 

Clerk  Superior  Court,  Jefferson  County,  Ga» 

State  of  Georgia,  Jefferson  County : 

1,  Roger  L.  Gamble,  judge  of  the  superior  courts  of  the  middle  circuit  of  Georgia, 
do  certify  that  J.  W.  VVhite  is  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court  of  Jefferson  County, 
Ga.,  and  that  said  Jefferson  County  is  one  of  the  counties  of  said  middle  circuit. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  signature  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

R.  L.  Gamble, 
Judge  Superior  Court,  Middle  Circuit,  Georgia. 

District  of  Columbia,  ss  : 

Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black,  Contestee: 

You  will  please  take  notice  that  on  the  25th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1896,  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m.,  and  from  day  to  day  thereafter,  at  the  law  office  of  Dudley  &.  Miehener, 
622  F  street  NW.,  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  Thomas  E.  Wat-sou  will  proceed  to  take 
the  testimony  and  deposition  of  11.  S.  Doyle,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  the  behalf  of 
the  contestant,  before  L.  P.  Squier,  notary  public  of  the  District  -of  Columbia,  and 
will  also  at  the  same  time  and  place,  before  said  notary  public,  introduce  such  other 
evidence,  written  or  printed,  as  may  pertain  to  said  contest. 

Dudley  &  Michenbr, 
Attorneys  for  Thomas  E,  h'atson,  Contestant. 

Service  of  the  above  notice  is  hereby  admitted  this  19th  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1896. 

J.  C.  C.  Black,  Contestee, 

On  this  the  25th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1896,  pursuant  to  the  annexed  notice,  the 
following  deposition  of  H.  S.  Doyle  was  taken  on  the  part  of  contestant,  there  being 
present  L.  T.  Miehener,  counsel  for  contestant,  and  the  contestee  in  person. 

The  contestee,  James  C.  C.  Black,  appeared  in  person,  but  declared  that  by  so 
doing  he  was  not  to  be  understood  as  waiving  any  rights  that  he  might  have  undw 
the  law  to  object  to  the  notice  or  to  the  evidence  that  might  be  taken,  on  any  legal 
grounds. 

H.  S.  DOYLE,  being  duly  affirmed  according  to  law  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testitied  as  follows : 

Direct  examination  by  Mr.  Michener  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupatiou. — A.  My  name  is  H.  S. 
Doyle ;  I  reside  now  at  419  First  street  SE. ;  1  am  30  years  old,  and  am  pastor  of  the 
Israel  Metropolitan  (.'hurch. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  parties,  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Black f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  know  them  both. 

Q.  You  may  state  whether  or  not  you  have  ever  lived  in  Georgia. — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
was  bom  in  Macon,  Ga.,  in  1866.  In  1892  I  lived  in  the  Tenth  Congressional  district, 
Hancock  County. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  reside  in  that  districi  ? — A.  Well,  for  ten  months — I  might 
say  eleven  months.     1  left  there  about  the  1st  of  December. 

(The  contestee  objects  and  protests  against  any  evidence  as  to  the  campaign  or 
election  of  1892,  I8i>4,  or  any  other  than  the  last  election,  under  which  he  claims  to 
hold  a  seat  in  thi*«  Congress  contested  for,  and  insists  that  such  evidence  is  not  cov- 
ered by  anything  in  the  notice  of  contest;  is  not  in  rebuttal,  and  is  irrelevant  and 
inadmissible  on  every  legaJ  principle  (governing  the  admission  of  evidence. 

Counsel  for  contestant  here  states  that  it  is  understood  that  all  the  evidence  of  this 
witness  shall  be  taken  subject  to  the  objections  above  stated  by  the  contestee,  and 
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that  it  shall  not  be  ueoessary  to  restate  them  hereafter,  such  restatement  of  objee- 
tions  being  waived  by  the  contestant.) 

Q.  You  may  state  what  acquaintance  yon  have  with  the  counties  and  the  people, 
or  any  part  of  the  people  in  the  counties  now  composing  the  Tenth  Congreasional 
district,  and  how  long  you  have  had  such  acquaintance. — A.  Well,  I  have  vioited 
each  of  the  eleven  counties  of  the  Tenth  Congressional  district.  I  have  preached, 
pastored,  in  one,  and  have  sounded  the  political  sentiments  of  the  people  in  all  the 
eleven  counties,  and  in  ten  of  these  I  claim  to  have  an  accurate  knowledge  of  their 
opinions.  The  eleventh,  Richmond,  I  am  not  so  familiar  with — the  county  of  Major 
Black. 

Q.  How  did  you  acquire  that  political  knowledge  of  these  counties? — A  Well,  in 
the  oampaigus  of  1892  and  1894,  by  canvassing  in  the  interest  of  the  contestant  and 
the  Populist  party,  State  and  national. 

Q.  State  what  you  did  in  the  way  of  canva«sin^  those  counties  in  those  cam- 
paigns.— ^A.  Well,  the  only  work  I  did  was  addressing  assemblies,  mass  meetings, 
andrallies. 

Q.  How  many  speeches  did  you  deliver  in  each  of  those  campaigns  f — A.  In  the 
campaign  of  1892  I  delivered  sixty-three  speeches  in  eleven  counties;  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1894 — that  is,  State  and  congressional — I  delivered  forty  speeches. 

Q.  Are  you  a  white  manf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  may  state  whati  was  the  character  of  the  audience  you  addressed  in  that 
district  in  tne  two  campaigns  named — whether  they  were  white,  or  colored,  or 
mixed? — ^A.  In  every  speech  that  I  delivered  the  audience  was  mixed — in  some  cases 
the  whites  predominated  and  in  some  cases  the  blacks.  The  whites  pre<lominated  in 
the  counties  of  Lincoln  and  Columbia. 

Q.  During  these  campaigns  and  when  engaged  in  this  canvassing,  what  did  yon  do 
when  not  actually  on  your  feet  addressing  audiences? — A.  Well,  while  in  active 
canvass  I  was  encieavoring  to  get  the  private  opinion  of  the  individuals  as  to  the 
status  of  the  people  and  their  political  desires.  While  not  in  active  campaign  I 
was  serving  my  appointment  in  my  church. 

Q.  Now  you  may  state,  if  you  know,  what  was  the  condition  of  political  affairs  in 
that  district  prior  to  1892,  when  the  Populist  party  came  into  existence — what  party 
was  in  power  in  the  district,  and  how  did  it  hold  its  nominating  conventions,  and 
what  was  its  tieatment  of  those  who  wished  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket,  and  gen- 
erally state  the  political  and  administrative  situation  in  that  district. — A.  Prior  to 
1892  the  counties  in  that  district,  especially  those  in  which  the  negro  exercised  no 
political  liberties  at  all  except  in  matters  of  county  elections — ^namely,  the  counties 
of  Lincoln,  Columbia,  McDuffie,  and  Glascock — I  was  the  first  colored  man  to  make 
an  open  political  speech  in  Lincoln  County.  Under  the  Democratic  administration 
the  negroes  were  entirely  elimiuated  from  politics.  There  had  not  been  in  those 
two  counties  200  Republican  votes  polled  in  the  two  previous  national  elections. 
The  Populist  party,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  existing  conditions,  declared  a 
break  from  the  organized  Democratic  party.  The  farming  and  industrial  masses, 
believing  that  there  was  no  salvation  for  them  in  either  of  the  old  parties,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  Democratic,  asked  the  negro  to  come  with  them  into  the  Popnlist  party. 
They  responded  generously  over  the  whole  district,  wherever  they  were  permitted  to 
exercise  their  suffrage.  Previous  to  this  the  Democratic  system  of  electing  men  con- 
sisted in  calling  Democratic  primaries  and  subseouently  stating  that  only  white 
Democrats  could  vote  in  the  primary,  thus  entirely  eliminating  negroes  of  all  political 
faith.  The  Populists  invited  nil  who  thought  as  they  did,  white  and  black.  Thus,  in 
Hancock  Couuty,  two  Dickson  boys,  who  were  one-eighth  negro  and  who  represented 
as  much  taxable  property  as  any  two  white  men  in  that  county,  were  denied  access 
to  the  primary  because  they  had'  some  negro  blood  in  them.  That  is  only  an  illustra- 
tion, and  everywhere  the  negroes  responded  to  the  call  of  the  Populist  party,  except- 
ing in  places  where  the  employer  and  landowner  would  coerce  the  negro,  in  the 
country  districts,  and  in  the  city,  where  a  worthless  purchasable  element,  who  had 
no  interest  in  politics,  would  go  where  a  few  dollars  and  a  large  amount  of  whisky 
could  be  found. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  at  that  time  of  the  Republican  negroes? — A.  I  think 
I  answered  that  in  my  previous  answer. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  know  is,  what  was  their  condition  with  reference  to  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  franchise? — A.  In  the  counties  of  Warren  and  Richmond,  and  I 
might  say  Washington,  there  had  been  no  visible  objection  to  the  polling  of  the 
vote — the  work  was  done  after  the  ballots  were  cast'  in  those  counties.  But,  as  I 
said,  in  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Columbia,  McDuffie,  and  Glascock  they  were  not 
even  permitted  to  cast  a  ballot — in  fact,  it  caused  quite  a  sensation  when  Mr.  Wat- 
son permitted  me  to  make  a  speech  for  him  in  those  couuties.  Some  men  who,  under 
Democratic  administration,  had  never  seen  such  a  thing,  were  unwilling  to  tolerate 
it,  but  seeing  the  justice  of  the  affair  readily  consented,  and  I  found  no  more  earnest 
protectors  or  cordial  supporters  than  in  those  very  counties,  where,  under  the  Demo- 
cratic administration,  negroes  were  not  allowed  even  to  npeak  or  vote. 
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Q.  What  was  the  treatment  of  the  liberal  Democrats  daring  this  period  by  the 
party  in  power,  if  yon  know  f — ^A.  Well,  the  Democratic  party  in  Qeorgia  consists 
principally  of  those  who  hold  offices  and  are  able  to  manipulate  the  machine.  The 
masses  are  disgusted  with  the  Democratic  party,  as  Democratic  papers  all  over  the 
State  will  show.  There  is  no  bitterer  opponent  of  Democracy  than  the  Sparta 
Ishmaelite,  the  paper  that  hounded  Mr.  Watson  and  myself  in  the  campaigns  of  1892 
and  1894.  When  men  became  dissatisfied  and  complained  they  were  ostracized  by 
the  men  who  control ;  they  were  made  uncomfortable  in  business,  social,  and  financiiA 
relations.  Each  man  who  dared  to  think  diflferently  from  the  manipulator  of  the 
machine  was  called  an  enemy  to  the  Government  and  was  treated  as  if  he  really 
were.  The  men  who  stood  high  in  social,  political,  and  financial  circles  previous  to 
the  birth  of  the  Populist  party,  when  they  affiliated  with  this  new  party,  were 
immediately  classed  as  the  enemies  of  the  peace  and  as  disturbers,  and  treated  as  if 
they  were  common  felons.  Men  who  had  held  legislative  and  Judicial  positions^ 
when  they  affiliated  with  the  Populist  party,  were  classed  as  enemies  of  the  people. 
This  is  true — the  representative  of  Warren,  the  sheriff  of  McDuffie,  men  who  had — 
Claiborne  Snead,  wno  had  been  judge  under  the  Democratic  administration,  was 
ostracized  because  of  his  affiliation  with  the  Populist  party.  It  was  enough  to  say 
that  yon  were  a  Populist  to  have  every  Democratic  heel  against  you,  whatever  had 
been  your  previous  standing. 

Q.  What  was  the  effect,  in  a  political  or  partisan  way,  upon  these  liberal  Demo- 
crats who  received  the  treatment  you  have  described  f — A.  Those  who  had  backbone 
to  stand  it  stood  out,  and  some  of  them  who  were  weak  were  swept  back  either  into 
silence  or  acquiescence. 

Q.  What  became  of  those  who  "stood  out,''  or  remained  out  of  the  Democratic 
party — what  party  affiliations  did  they  foruif — A.  In  the  South  the  average  white 
man  thinks  just  about  as  much  of  the  Republican  party  as  the  average  negru  does 
of  the  Democratic  party.  All  white  men  look  with  scorn,  as  a  general  thing,  upon 
white  men  who  are  Republicans,  and  all  negroes  look  with  scorn  and  disgust  apon 
the  few  who  affiliate  with  the  Democratic  party.  Naturally,  then,  when  the  white 
men  became  disgusted  with  the  Democratic  party,  not  beine  able  to  stand  the  Repub- 
lican party,  they  went  to  the  Populist  and  :ire  with  it  to-day. 

Q.  Do  the  statements  you  have  made  apply  to  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in 
the  State  of  Georgia?— A.  It  certainly  does;  there  are  but  very  few  white  Republic- 
ans in  that  district. 

Q.  Now,  when  these  people  concluded  to  form  the  Populist  party,  or  to  join  it, 
what  advances,  if  any,  did  they  make  to  the  negroes  on  that  subject? — A.  1  miffhi 
say  that,  as  Major  Black  knows,  the  principal  speakers  in  that  campaign  wtre  Mr. 
Watson  and  myself,  and  I  truly  know  what  concessions  were  made  to  the  negroes 
and  what  promises  were  offered  to  them.  What  was  offered  to  the  negro  was  a  revi- 
val of  industrial  conditions,  and  the  good  which  might  accrue  to  the  country  bv 
promoting  the  Populist  pa>rty  to  power.  The  element,  generally,  that  affiliated  witn ' 
the  Populist  party,  was  the  laboring  and  farming  classes  of  whites,  and  they  claimed 
to  the  negro  that  their  interests  were  the  same  as  the  interests  of  the  negroes  engaged 
in  like  pursuits — whatever  was  good  for  us  was  necessarily  good  for  them.  I'hey 
made  no  promises  of  office  to  the  negroes,  that  is  true,  when  my  friends  in  Han- 
cock County  wanted  to  nominate  me  n)r  the  legislature,  I  refused  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  handicap  the  Populist  party,  in  that  the  Democrats  would  claim,  as  they 
did,  that  the  Populists  were  trying  to  get  the  negro  on  top  and  keep  the  white  man 
down.  The  Populists  made  no  secret  promises  to  the  negro,  no  promises  of  political 
preferment.  The  only  argument  that  they  offered  was  that,  with  an  increase  of 
currency  and  with  a  triumph  of  the  principles  of  the  Populist  party,  would  come 
increased  prosperity  to  the  country,  in  which  prosperity  white  and  black  alike  would 
share.    No  other  argument  did  I  ever  ofier,  no  other  argument  did  Mr.  Watson  offer. 

Q.  State,  if  you  know,  whether  the  negro  voters  were  invited  to  join  in  the  coun- 
cils and  take  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  Populist  party  in  that  district. — A.  I  do; 
such  is  the  fact.  The  convention  that  nominated  Mr.  Watson  was  composed  of  white 
and  black  delegates,  and  in  all  primaries  the  negroes  were  invited  to  partake.  Even 
in  the  State  convention  negroes  had  their  delegates ;  on  the  State  executive  commit- 
tee negroes  had  their  representation,  which  was  not  true  with  the  Democratic  party. 
The  negroes  knew  this,  and  it  was  one  strong  argument  in  winning  them  over  to  the 
Populist  cause. 

Q.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  year  1892  f— A.  Of  the  years  1892  and  1894— in  1894 
especially  the  State  convention,  and  in  1892  and  1894  Congressional  convention,  and 
in  all  county  conventions  and  primaries. 

Q.  State,  if  you  know,  whether  or  not  the  negro  in  those  years  believed  that  he 
could  accomplish  anything  alone,  or  whether  he  believed  that  it  was  necessary  to 
unite  with  the  Populist  party. — A.  The  negro  had  learned  by  twenty-five  years' expe- 
rience that  single-handed  he  was  not  able  to  cope  with  the  Democratic  party.  As  a 
general  thing  all  white  men  in  Georgia  were  Democrats,  all  negroes  Republicans,  and 
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in  an  issue  between  a  solid  black  and  a  solid  wbite  rote  no  one  donbts  the  oatcomey 

regardless  of  the  relative  prinoiples  of  each.  So,  realizing  the  helplessness  of  his 
condition,  he  welcomed  the  Popalist  party,  not  so  much  from  the  actual  belief  in  its 
prinoiples— he  did  not  stop  to  debate  them — but  from  the  political  liberty  and  the 
right  of  franchise  whose  practical  exercise  the  Populist  jparty  voted.  There  nerer 
was  such  a  poll  balloted  in  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  as  in  the  years  1S92  and 
1894,  showing  evidently  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  voters  had  failed  to  vote  pre- 
viously ;  but  when  the  Populist  party  began  to  dispute  territory  with  the  Democratic 
party  every  man  was  drawn  oat  to  the  exercise  of  the  ballot,  the  Democrats  desiring 
the  negro  vote  and  the  Populists  likewise. 

Q.  Was  there  a  Republican  candidate  for  Congress  in  that  district  in  1892  or  in 
1894? — A.  There  was  not.  In  1890  there  was  a  Republican  candidate,  who  received, 
I  believe,  about  2,000  votes  in  the  whole  district,  principally  in  the  counties  of  War> 
ren,  Hancock,  and  Richmond  districts. 

•  Q.  Was  Mr.  Watson  a  candidate  in  this  campaign;  and  if  so,  what  party  t — A  Mr. 
Watson  was  a  candidate  in  1890  of  the  Democratic  party,  indorsed  by  the  Farmers' 
Alliance.    In  1892  and  1894  he  was  the  candidate  of  the  Populist  party. 

Q.  If  you  know  ^ou  may  state  what  has  been  his  talk,  publicly,  in  each  of  those 
campaigns  concerning  the  color  line  in  politics,  of  which  you  have  spoken. — ^A.  Mr. 
Watsotrs  position  was  that,  in  politics,  the  color  line  should  be  wijied  out.  He 
especially  emphasized  the  word  ''politics.''  His  enemies  misrepresented  him,  and 
claimed  that  he  was  preaching  the  doctrine  of  social  equality,  which  is  very  distaste- 
ful to  Southern  gentlemen.  In  the  speech  of  Mr.  Watson,  at  Doiiglasville,  he 
especially  brought  out  the  fact  that  the  Anglo  2Saxou,  who  had  had  years  of  culture 
and  training,  and  financial,  intollectaal,  and  social  presitige  behind  them,  should  be 
ashamed  to  deny  the  negro  his  political  equality,  in  whose  earn  the  chains  of  slavery 
had  hardly  ceased  to  clank,  on  the  ground  of  the  fear  of  negro  domination. 

Q.  What  was  the  position  of  the  Democratic  press  and  Democratic  speakers  con- 
cerning these  views  of  Mr.  Watson,  and  what  eliect  did  the  utterances  have  upon 
the  masses  of  the  Democratic  voters  in  that  district  f — A.  The  utterances  of  Mr.  Wat- 
son were  distorted.  He  never  could  get  a  fair  hearing  at  the  hands  of  the  Demo- 
cratic press.  Misrepresentation,  abuse,  and  feeling  were  started  up  against  him. 
The  object  of  the  press  was  to  keep  Mr.  Watson  from  being  heard  or  from  having  a 
fair  hearing,  so  his  every  utterance  was  distorted  and  used  to  intlaute  the  minds  of 
the  few  of  the  Democratic  masses  against  him.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  this  spirit  is 
growing  less;  but  what  they  formally  did  throngh  abuse  and  misrepresentation, 
they  are  now  accomplishing  by  more  silent  but  equally  etficient  means,  through  the 
tampering  of  the  ballot  boxes. 

Q.  What,  if  anytiiing,  was  said  by  them  abont  Mr.  Watson  being  a  disorganizer 
or  an  enemy  of  his  party,  if  you  knowf — A.  I  think  that,  in  the  speech  at  Craw- 
fordville,  1892,  Major  Black  characterized  the  action  of  Mr.  Watson  in  deserting 
the  Democratic  party  as  a  traitor,  which  was  caught  up  and  carried  over  the  whole 
district,  and  to  his  every  argument  '*  traitor^'  was  responded. 

Q.  What  was  the  comment,  if  you  know,  of  the  Democratic  press  and  speakera 
concerning  the  Populist  party  and  its  friendship  for  the  negro f — A.  The  Democrats 
tried  to  play  a  double  game.  They  claimed  to  the  negro  that  the  Populists  were 
their  enemies,  and  claimed  to  the  white  man  that  th<^  Populist  party  wa**  the  party 
that  advocated  social  equality.  The  ignorant  Democ^t  was  aroused  against  the 
Populist  party,  believing  that  it  was  his  enemy  in  that  it  eudeavored  to  put  the 
negro  above  him. 

Q.  Of  what  kind  of  people,  or  nationality,  was  the  Populist  party  composed  in 
most  of  the  counties  of  the  district! — A.  I  think  that  I  can  say  truthfully  that  no 
man  traveled  the  district  as  I  did,  not  even  Mr.  W^atson  or  Major  Black.  I  think 
that  I  can  say  truthfully  that  I  came  as  near  knowing  the  political  opinions  and 
desires  of  the  people  as  any  man  living.  In  every  county,  with  the  single  exception 
of  one,  the  majority  of  the  white  people  were  in  favor  of  the  Populisit  party.  I  must 
oonfess  that  I  believe  Major  Black  had  a  majority  of  the  white  vote  in  Richmond 
county,  and  equal  honesty  would  make  me  say  that  I  do  not  believe  he  had  it  in  any 
other.  Now,  in  every  county  with  the  possible  exception  of  Richmond,  the  negroes 
were  almost  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  Populist  party.  In  Warren  County  not  one 
dozen  ne^oes  voted  for  Major  Black  in  1894.  In  Hancock  Connty,  the  c'buuty  in 
which  I  lived,  the  Democratic  negro  outside  of  the  Sparta  precinct  was  almost  a 
curiosity.  A  few  around  town  who  hung  around  the  stores  and  saloons  aftlliated 
with  the  Democratic  party,  a  class  which  could  be  depended  upon  to  do  any  work 
that  the  Democratic  party  wanted  done.  In  Lincoln,  Columbia,  and  McDutiie  conn- 
ties  there  was  no  c^uestion  about  how  the  negro  believed  and  voted.  In  Jefferson, 
Washington,  Wilkinson,  and  Hancock  counties  there  are  great  farming  interests  and 
individuals  who  own  large  farms  and  employ  large  numbers  of  negroes.  The  negroes 
being  almost  wedded  to  the  soil  were  absolutely  in  the  hands  of  their  employers. 
The  landowners  as  a  general  thing  were  the  men  who  were  either  officeholders  or 
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related  to  officeholders,  and  ased  their  position  to  coerce  the  negroes  into  supporting 
the  Democratic  party.  In  Warren,  McDuffie,  and  Colambia  counties  the  situation 
was  the  reverse.  The  landowners  were  of  the  Popnlist  party,  and  when  the  Demo- 
crats would  discharge  negroes  for  supporting  the  Populists  the  large  landowners 
would  say  to  the  negroes,  **  Why  come,  we  have  plenty  of  land."  Dr.  Pilcher,  M%jor 
McGregor,  and  I  forget  the  name  of  the  other  man  in  Warren  County  who  was  one 
of  the  three  principal  landowners,  were  all  in  the  Popnlist  party.  I  know  of  instances 
where  negroes  had  to  leave  their  homes  because  they  did  not  support  the  l)emooi*atto 
party. 

Q.  In  a  general  way,  you  may  state  what  was  done,  if  anything,  in  the  ballot 
boxes  by  the  party  in  power  to  defeat  the  Populist  party,  other  than  by  lawful 
means. — A.  Oenerally,  1  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Q.  I  believe  you  have  stated  that  you  lived  in  Hancock  County  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  believe  you  have  said,  too,  that  the  majority  of  the  white  people  in  that 
county,  and  practically  all  of  the  negroes,  wanted  to  vote  for  Watson  in  those  cam- 
paigns?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  party,  if  you  know,  had  control  of  the  election  machinery  in  that  county 
in  those  campaigns f — A.  The  Democrats  had  control. 

Q.  Was  a  full  vote  polled  or  counted  by  the  Populist  party  in  that  county  in 
those  campaigns  and  if  not,  you  may  state  why  notf — A.  A  full  vote  was  not  counted, 
and  efforts  were  used  to  prevent  a  full  vote  being  polled  by  the  Populists.  The 
reason  why  they  were  not  counted  was  because  they  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
Democrats. 

Q.  Yon  may  state  what  the  Demociats  did  in  that  connection. — A.  In  1892  I  went 
to  the  polls  to  vote.  At  the  polls  I  was  challenged.  I  took  the  oath.  Some  had 
sworn  that  I  should  not  vote,  but  I  succeeded  in  casting  a  ballot  and  came  out  in 
front  of  the  court-house.  The  judge  of  the  county  court,  F.  L.  Little,  together  with 
the  ordinary  of  the  county,  foreman  of  the  last  grand  jury,  and  the  mayor  of  the 
town,  and  others  in  whose  hands  the  machinery  was,  asHaulted  me.  Judge  i  ittle 
declared  that  it  was  his  intention  to  take  my  life.  Others  were  beaten  and  myself 
shot  at,  and  dozens  thrown  into  tbe  jail  who  were  known  to  be  Populists  before 
they  had  an  opportunity  to  vote,  and  others  who  had  voted  were  threatened  with 
prosecution  on  trivial  technical  grounds.  To  show  that  intimidation  was  the  pro- 
gramme, Governor  Northen  mounted  the  court-house  stepn  after  the  riot,  and  cheered 
the  persons  who  had  assaulted  nie  and  beaten  and  jailed  tbe  negroes  who  were 
around  the  polling  place.  At  Jewell's,  scenes  of  similar  lawlessness  occurred,  while 
at  Mount  Zhm  and  other  Populist  strongboldH  cpiiet  reigned  and  no  violence  was 
reported,  but  Democratic  managers  threw  out  those  precincts  in  which  the  Populists 
had  a  majority,  thereby  giving  the  county  to  the  Democrats  by  about  4()0. 

Q.  You  have  said  something  about  threats  made  to  you  by  Judge  Little.  Please 
state  what  he  said  and  did. — A.  As  I  stated,  while  standing  before  the  court-house 
with  several  other  colored  men,  among  whom  were  the  Hunts,  principal  property 
owners,  Judge  Little  approached  nie,  followed  by  the  persons  mentioned  above,  and 
with  knife  drawn  exclaimed,'*!  have  come  to  cut  your  infernal  throat."  Others 
had  pistols  in  their  hands. 

Q.  Were  you  struck?  -A.  No,  sir.  The  only  thing  that  prevented  my  being  struck 
was  that  the  man  who  bad  been  in  the  court-house  and  heard  their  plan,  ran  to  nie 
ahead  of  them  and,  as  .ludge  Little  addressed  me  and  drew  back,  shoved  me  out  of 
the  way  and  said,  "Run,  Doyle,  they  mean  to  kill  you,"  and  several  blows  were  show- 
ered on  his  head  perhaps  intended  for  me,  and  as  I  ran  I  was  tired  upon. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  w)jo  tired  at  you? — A.  When  I  looked  back  1  stumbled  and  fell, 
and  saw  Air.  Tom  Reese,  tbe  ordinary,  and  Gordon  McCombs  with  pistols  leveled  on 
me,  and  several  others  with  pist'ds  in  their  bands. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whom  those  men  were  supporting  at  that  electi<m  f — A.  There  is 
no  doubt  they  were  supporting  tbe  Democratic  candidate  and  were  officeholders 
under  tbe  Democratic  party. 

Q.  State,  if  you  know,  whether  or  not  any  of  the  aggressors  in  that  riot  were 
afterwards  indicted. — A.  There  was  no  one.  The  judge  ot  the  county  court  was 
one  of  the  foremost,  and  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury,  before  whom  the  charges 
would  have  been  made,  was  also  in  the  riot.  Th«  mayor  of  the  town  and  tbe  mar- 
shal were  both  present  and  saw  what  passed  without  interfering.  The  sheriff  of 
the  connty  was  within  one  block  of  the  scene,  at  the  post-office,  possibly  a  block 
and  a  half  away. 

Q.  You  may  state,  if  you  know,  what  reason,  if  any,  was  given  for  this  assault 
upon  you  and  the  other  negroes. — A.  Previous  to  this  1  had  had  several  evidences 
of  int-ended  violence  to  me  at  my  home.  My  parsonage  had  been  invaded  by  the 
mayor  of  the  town  and  others,  with  >veapons,  with  the  intention  of  doing  me  vio- 
lence. 1  happened  to  be  out  at  a  neighbor's  hout<e,  and  saw  them  as  they  went  all 
through  my  parsonage.  They  threw  over  chairs  and  searched  for  me  and  went  out 
in  the  garden  also.    That  was  one  instance.     Another  is  that  Mr.  Robert  Lewis,  one 
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of  the  ardent  Democratic  workers,  formerly  ordinary  of  the  coanty,  had  sworn  that 
if  I  stayed  in  Sparta  I  would  stay  in  my  coffin.  I  had  been  called  into  a  store  and 
qnestioned  about  my  position,  and  threatened  violence  in  case  I  didn't  keep  quiet. 
These  are  the  circumstances  preliminary  to  the  election  day.  On  election  day, 
through  the  mails,  I  received  perhaps  a  half  dozen  campai^  dodf^ers,  in  which  one 
Dr.  Gilmore— but  at  that  time  I  knew  nothing  of  the  authority  of  the  paper — endeav- 
ored to  answer  the  arguments  that  the  Democrats  had  charged  against  the  Popaliats 
for  advooatinj^  social  equality.  In  this  document  the  author  cited  instances  iu  Han- 
cock County,  in  which  men  who  were  foremost  in  the  Democratic  party  and  holding^ 
high  positions  in  its  political  and  legislative  branches,  had  given  practical  illustra- 
tions of  social  equality,  and  mentioning  them  as  having  lived  with  negro  women. 
The  name,  of  course,  of  Judge  Little  was  one  mentioned  in  the  circular.  When  he 
came  to  me,  he  claimed  that  1  was  distributing  circulars  in  which  bis  name  was, 
and  that  was  his  immediate  charge  of  the  cause  for  inteude4l  violence.  I  Bnt  the 
reason  why  violence  was  attempted  on  me  there  and  all  over  the  disVrict  was 
because  I  dared  to  oppose  the  Democratic  party,  and  refused  ail  overtures  made  me 
by  that  party,  and  had  given  such  an  expo«»ure  of  their  practice,  method,  and  treat- 
ment of  the  negro  that  almost  a  price  was  set  on  my  head.) 

Q.  What  were  the  overtures  of  which  you  speak  f — A.  Well,  they  were  offers  to 
mpport  the  Democratic  candidate,  stating  remuneration. 

Q.  Who  so  requested  you  to  support  the  Democratic  candidate,  if  you  remember  f — 
A.  The  business  manager,  Mr.  Sterling  Roberts,  of  the  Sparta  Ishmaelite,  bad  offered 
me  money  to  advocate  the  election  of  Major  Black  in  Hancock  County,  and  in  a 
ouiet  manner  intimated  that  it  might  not  be  well  for  me  if  I  attempted  to  support 
tne  Populist.  Now,  the  manner  in  which  he  said  this  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
our  people  would  not  stand  my  advocacy  of  Watson.  Then,  while  in  Richmond 
County,  I  was  offered  $100  a  speech,  by  those  who  were  managing  Major  BlacVs 
campaign,  if  I  would  go  back  into  Washington  and  Jefferson  counties  and  announce 
my  change  of  politics  and  speak  for  Major  Black.  I  would  state  that  the  name  of 
the  man  whomaile  the  offer,  signifying  that  it  was  under  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Boykin 
Wright,  the  chairman,  was  Collins,  jailor  and  chief  ward  heeler. 

(Contestee  objects  to  anything  that  anybody  said  to  witness,  from  which  he  drew 
an  inference  as  to  authority  from  Mr.  Wright,  as  being  hearsay  evidence.) 

Q.  State  just  what  Mr.  Collins  said  to  you,  if  you  can. 

(.Contestee  objects  for  the  same  reason — that  it  is  hearsay  evidence.) 

A.  Mr.  Collins  said  to  me  that  he  would  draw  a  check,  payable  to  my  order,  for 
$400,  as  a  guarantee,  and  then  he  would  draw  a  check,  payable  to  my  order,  for  $100 
for  each  speech  delivered  by  me  in  the  remaining  sixteen  days  of  the  campaign. 

Q.  If  he  said  for  whom  he  made  this  offer  and  for  whom  you  were  to  speak,  please 
state  just  what  was  said. — A.  I  have  stated  that,  on  condition  that  I  would  go  back 
into  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  where  I  had  been  speaking  for  Mr. 
Watson,  and  announce  my  change  of  conviction  and  speak  fbr  Major  Black,  he  would 
draw  a  check  for  $400  as  a  guarantee,  and  then  draw  me  a  check  for  $100  for  each 
speeoli  delivered  by  me  in  the  remaining  days  of  the  campaign. 

Q.  Did  he  say  by  whose  authority  he  made  the  offer,  if  anyf — A.  Well,  no. 

Q.  You  may  state  what  connection  he  had,  if  any,  with  the  Democratic  campaign 
committee. — A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  a  member  of  the  campaign  committee, 
but  I  do  know  that  he  was  the  man  who  did  the  dirty  work  for  the  Democratic  party 
in  that  campaign. 

Q.  Did  yon  know  Dr.  Gilmore,  of  whom  you  have  spoken  f — A.  I  saw  him  jost 
once — never  spoke  to  him. 

Q.  Is  he  living  or  deadf — A.  He  is  dead. 

Q.  If  you  know  the  cfrcnmstances  of  his  death  you  may  state  them. — A.  He  was 
shot  down  on  the  streets  of  Sparta. 

(Contestee  obj(*cts  to  this  evidence,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  hearsay  evidence.) 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  heard  the  circumstances  of  his  shooting  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  may  state  what  you  have  heard  about  it. 

(Contestee  objects  to  the  witness  stating  anything  he  has  heard,  forthe  reason  that 
it  is  hearsay  evidence.) 

A.  I  will  state  what  I  know  -that  he  was  shot  down,  and  nobody  has  ever  been 
brought  to  answer  for  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  his  political  uHiliations  were  in  that  campaign  f — A.  He  was 
a  Populist,  a  ver^'  strong  advocate  of  the  party,  and  a  man  whom  few  men  would 
care  to  enter  into  personal  coullict  with. 

Q.  State  if  you  know  whether  he  was  shot  before  or  after  the  election. — ^A.  He 
was  shot  after  the  election. 

Q.  State  if  you  know  anything  of  a  white  Populist  being  waylaid  and  killed  on 
the  road  in  Jefferson  County  while  going  home  from  a  speaking. — A.  At  Johnson's 
schoolhouse,  in  Jefferson  County.  I  matle  a  speech.  A  crowd  of  roughs  ^m  Bartow 
had  come  to  our  meeting.    They  had  been  noisy  and  had  been  interrupting  our  meet- 
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in^.  They  had  oome  prepared  for  trouble,  which  was  evidenced  by  the  number  of 
Winchester  rifles  and  revolvers  that  were  in  evidence.  The  marshal  of  Bartow 
interrupted  me  during  my  speech,  and  I  had  given  him  some  repartee,  at  which  he 
had  taken  very  grievous  offense  and  left  the  h'rill  just  liefore  we  ad^journed.  After  the 
meeting  was  adjourned,  while  standing  out  talking  in  front  of  the  house,  Mr.  Hall 
got  into  a  buggy  with  another  man  and  drove  toward  Davisboro.  When  about  50 
yards  from  the' house  a  Winchester  rifle  was  fired — anyone  can  tell  a  Winchester 
rifle  from  a  revolver,  of  course,  that  is,  the  report — and  Mr.  Hall  was  shot.  The 
marshal  ran  out  of  the  bushes,  jumped  into  his  road  cart,  drove  on  to  Bartow,  and 

sent  word  to  Lewisville  that  he  had  got  the .     I  had  not  left  the  house,  and  I 

saw  the  man  when  he  came  out  of  the  bushes  with  the  Winchester  rifle  in  his  hand. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  the  shotf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  all  of  us  heard  it.  I  was  one  to  caution 
oar  men  not  to  discharge  any  firearms;  that  it  might  cause  confusion. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Hall  after  he  was  shot? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  or  not  he  ha<i  on  an  overcoat? — A.  Yes,  sir;  his  over- 
coat was  a  light  overcoat,  and  so  was  mine.  In  the  moonlight  it  would  be  very  hard 
to  tell  tbe  difference  between  myself  and  a  white  man — no  doubt  about  it,  of  course, 
in  the  daytime.     For  the  killing  of  Mr.  Hall  no  one  has  ever  been  punished  at  all. 

Q.  If  anything  occurred  a  few  weeks  after  that  bears  any  relation  to  this  matter 
yon  may  state  it. — A.  A  few  weeks  after,  just  before  the  close  of  the  campaign,  Mr. 
Watson  and  I  spoke  at  Davisboro.  Some  men  who  were  well  known  Democrats  of 
a  virulent  type  were  present  at  that  meeting,  and  it  yyim  whispered  that  they  failed 
to  get  me  before,  but  they  would  get  me  that  night.  The  plan  was  that,  while  I 
was  speaking,  some  one  in  the  crowd  was  to  fire  a  stray  shot  and  kill  me.  It  came 
to  the  ears  of  myself  and  I  called  upon  the  Populists  present  to  see  that  no  violence 
was  attempted. '  Mr.  Watson  asked  me  to  stop  speaking,  and  he  st:ited  to  the  people 
that  we  were  there  to  have  a  (]uiet  meeting  and  th:it  he  would  stand  for  it  that  no 
Populist  would  raise  a  violent  hand  against  anyone  there,  and  that  he  was  equally 
prepared  to  say  that  if  any  man  attempted  to  harm  me  or  him  there  were  50()  men 
there  who  would  if  necessary  defend  us  with  their  lives.  These  men  left  after  he 
made  that  statement  and  went  up  the  main  highway  toward  i Gibson.  That  night, 
on  the  way  to  Gibson,  Mr.  Watson  and  a  party  of  Populi.str  went  on  foot  ahead  of 
the  carriages  to  meet  any  who  might  seem  to  offer  violence.  For  5  miles  after  leav- 
ing Davisboro  this  party  went  ahead  as  scouts  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  or 
preventing  any  harm  that  might  be  attempted  against  me.  In  my  company  there 
were  at  least  20  horses,  buggies,  and  about  50  men  who  acted  as  our  bodyguard  to 
protect  us. 

Q.  In  what  year  occurred  these  acts  and  threats  of  violence  that  yon  have 
described?— A.  In  the  year  1892. 

Q.  Where  does  Mr.  Watson  live? — A.  Mr.  Watson  lives  at  Thomson,  Ga. 

Q.  Did  yon  speak  in  Thomson  in  either  of  these  campaigns? — A.  I  spoke  there  in 
both. 

Q.  If  yon  were  abused  or  threatened  with  violence  at  Thomson  in  either  of  those 
campaigns,  yon  may  describe  the  occurrence  fully. — ^A.  After  I  had  been  chased 
away  from  Sparta,  as  mentioned  above,  I  sought  refnge  at  Thomson,  a  county  that 
was  Popnlistic  in  sentiment.  While  there  one  Dr.  Reville  accosted  me  on  the 
street  and  told  me  I  had  better  leave  that  town,  that  he  felt  just  like  putting  a  bal- 
let through  me,  and  that  for  a  little  he  would  do  so  anyhow.  I  would  like  to  state 
that  Dr.  Keville  is  a  Democrat,  simon  pure.  After  this,  when  I  returned  to  Thom- 
son on  Sunday  after  my  episode  in  Richmond  County,  Dr.  Reville  heard  that  I  had 
come  there  again  and  enneavored  to  get  a  colored  man  to  go  after  Mr.  Wilson — he 
was  another  virulent  Democrat — and  tell  him  that  Doyle  was  in  town. 

(Contestee  objects  for  the  reason  that  witness  admits  that  he  did  not  hear  Dr. 
Reville  tell  the  colored  man  this,  and  it  is  therefore  hearsay  evidence.) 

(Witness  continues  his  answer).  The  colored  man,  instead  of  going  for  Mr.  Wilson, 
came  and  told  me  that  I  had  better  go  to  the  sheriff's  house  for  protection,  because 
Dr.  Reville  was  after  me  again  and  that  he  had  endeavored  to  get  him  to  go  for  Mr. 
Wilson,  and  said  that  he  had  promised  to  go  but  had  come  to  me  instead.  He  then 
took  nry  valise,  by  way  of  bacK  streets,  and  we  went  to  Mr.  Gross's  house,  and  thence 
to  Mr.  Watson's.  Mr.  Watson  sent  for  the  sheriff  and  the  mayor — of  course  they  were 
the  proper  officers — and  told  them  of  the  threatened  violence.  The  mayor  hooted  the 
idea,  wnile  the  sheriff,  being  a  Populist,  took  a  more  serious  view  and  began  to  snm- 
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Mr.  Watson  busied  themselves  in  getting  together  a  posse  to  defend  Mr.  Watson  from 
violence  that  might  be  attempted.  By  sundown  there  were  some  fifty  men,  and  all 
night  long  they  continued  to  come  until  by  day,  Monday  morning,  there  were  at 
leAst  forty  men  in  and  around  Mr.  Watson's  home.  All  day  Monday  and  Monday 
night  they  continaed  to  oome,  ontil  by  Tuesday  morning  there  were  fully  two  thoa- 
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Bund  men  from  the  coanties  of  Lincoln.  Columbia,  McDuffie,  and  Warren.  Theae  meo 
were  indignant  and  aroused  to  a  point  of  frenzy,  yet  were  absolutely  uuder  the  ooa- 
trol  of  Mr.  Watson,  attempted  no  violence,  and  offered  no  man  an  insult.  Even  ihen^ 
after  the  Democrats  had  threatened  that  I  should  not  speak  in  Thomson  or  at  the 
court-house,  I  got  up  on  the  steps,  the  court-house  being  crowded  inside  and  the 
court  yard  withiuit,  and  remarked  that  it  had  been  rumored  that  I  should  not  speak, 
but  that  there  were  two  thousand  people  there  to  see  that  I  should  speak,  if  it  was 
only  to  say  ''good  morning,''  and  as  I  nad  had  such  a  good  night's  rest  I  could  truly 
say  '' Kood  morning/'    I  made  no  further  speech  just  then. 

Q.  You  may  state  if  you  know  what  the  Democratic  leaders  said  concerning  the 
incident  which  yon  have  described,  in  a  public  way,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Watson. — 
A.  Well,  after  they  were  thwarted  in  their  efforts  to  do  me  violence,  they  said  it  was 
a  hoax  or  something  gotteu  up  by  Mr.  Watson  for  political  purposes. 

Q.  What  effect  did  these  occurrences  whicb  you  have  <lescribed  at  length  have 
upon  the  minds  of  the  negroes  with  reference  to  the  Populist  party  and  Mr.  Watson, 
judging  by  what  you  heard  them  say  or  saw  them  do  thereafter? — A.  After  that  Mr. 
Watson  was  held  almost  as  a  savior  by  the  negroes.  The  poor  ignorant  men  and 
women,  who  so  long  had  been  oppressed,  were  anxious  even  to  touch  Mr.  Watson's 
hand,  and  were  often  a  source  of  inconvenience  to  him  in  their  anxiety  to  see  him  and 
shake  hands  with  him,  and  even  to  touch  him.  This  was  evidenced  by  the  fact  that, 
even  though  against  Mr.  Watson's  wishes,  they  crowded  into  the  hotel  at  Sparta  to 
get  a  look  at  hmi. 

Q.  Yon  may  state,  if  you  know,  whether  or  not  this  feeling  among  the  negroes 
extended  tliron^hout  the  district.— A.  It  wiis  a  general  feeling  among  the  masaes  of 
the  ne<;roes  throughout  the  entire  district. 

Q.  Now,  you  may  state  what  was  the  character  and  standing  of  the  negroes,  as  a 
rule,  who  supported  Mr.  Watson  in  the  campaigns  you  have  mentione<i. — A.  In  all 
the  counties  of  the  district,  the  negroes,  as  a  general  thing,  who  were  independent 
and  who  were  not  coerced,  were  supporters  of  Mr.  Watson.  The  politicians  around 
Augusta,  and  a  great  many  of  the  negro  preachers,  for  pecuniary  consideration,  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  party.  Even  the  preachers  of  Augusta  chided  me  for  cherish- 
ing a  forlorn  hope,  saying  that  all  the  negroes  would  get  out  of  the  issue  of  the 
campaign  would  be  the  little  money  that  was  disbursed,  and  that  they  were  making 
sure  of  what  they  could  get.  If  necessary,  I  can  give  the  names.*  In  Hancock 
County,  the  Brazils,  the  Halls,  the  Hunts,  and  the  Taylors,  well-known  negroes, 
landowners,  and  the  Harpers  also,  supported  Mr.  Watson.  The  two  Dickson  boys 
supported  Major  Black,  because  they  were  tied  up  in  a  financial  way  with  the  men 
in  Sparta,  and  were  almost  coerced  into  supporting  the  Democratic  candidate;  but 
in  1894,  when  tbey  were  not  allowed  to  go  into  the  Democratic  primary  after  they 
had  supported  the  Democrats  in  1892,  they  refused  to  lend  their  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  left  it.  Then  every  negro,  who  was  not  a  politician  but  of  any 
degree  of  respectability,  supported  the  Populist  party.  I  say  these  things  because 
I  know  them. 

Q.  In  these  campaigns,  did  you  hear  any  speeches  made  by  Mr.  Watson  f  If  so, 
you  may  state  their  character  in  the  way  of  argument  and  declaration  of  principles. — 
A.  His  speeches  were  of  course  an  advocacy  of  the  principles  of  his  party  and  the 
injustice  of  the  old  parties  against  the  laboring  masses,  and  a  defense  of  himself. 
He  had  been  outlawed,  maltreated,  abused,  and  ostracized  by  the  party,  because  he 
dared  to  think  for  himself.  He  hooted  the  idea,  the  charge  that  the  Democrats  had 
made  against  him,  of  advocating  social  equality,  and  in  every  speech  did  not  fSail  to 
explain  to  white  and  black,  and  get  an  expression  from  them,  that  that  was  not 
what  tbey  wanted,  and  that  the  Democrats  were  only  using  it  to  inflame  the  white 
man  against  him.  He  said  that  his  policy  with  the  colored  man  was  simple  justice, 
political  freedom,  giving  every  man  a  chance  to  cast  one  ballot  and  have  that  ballot 
counted  as  ca^t.  ^Such  was  the  nature  of  Mr.  Watson's  speeches  in  every  connty  in 
the  district,  and  I  spoke  with  him  in  every  county  in  the  district  except  Hancock 
and  Richmond.    I  spoke  in  those  counties,  but  not  with  him. 

Q.  You  may  state,  if  you  know,  what  use  if  any  was  made  of  whisky  and  bar- 
rooms by  the  Democrats  in  these  campaigns. — A.  Well,  I  will  state  what  I  know. 
When  Major  Black  and  Mr.  Watson  spoke  in  joint  debate  at  Sparta,  a  train  was  run 
from  Augusta  and  way  stations.  Connected  with  that  train  was  what  was  styled  a 
'' refreshment  car,"  in  which  was  whisky,  beer,  cigars,  and  food — such  as  sandwiches, 
etc.  Access  to  this  '^  refreshment  car  "  was  given  to  everyone  who  wore  a  badge  with 
Major  Black's  picture  on  it,  and  some  Populists  who  had  thirsty  dispositions  went  so 
far  as  to  put  Ma^jor  Black's  picture  on  in  order  to  get  to  the  ''refreshment  car,"  and 
I  chided  them  for  doin^  such  a  thing.  At  Sandersville  there  was  a  repetition  of  the 
same  thing.  In  Washington  County,  just  before  the  campaign,  I  saw,  to  be  con- 
servative, hundreds  of  jugs  and  a  score  or  more  of  small  casks  of  whisky.  This 
whisky  was  invariably  taken  on  to  the  plantations  of  men  who  were  supporters  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  the  night  previous  to  election  all  negroes  on  the  planta- 
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tions  that  were  owned  by  Democrats  were  henled  in  gius  and  corncribs  and  given 
an  abundant  supply  of  '*  refreshment,"  and  hauled  to  the  voting  places  the  next  day. 
This  I  know  took  ])lace  in  MoDuffie  Connty— that  is,  the  hauling  of  negroes,  intoxi- 
cated, to  the  polls  in  wagons. 

Q.  You  may  state  whether  or  not,  after  the  shooting  of  Hall  in  Jefferson  County,, 
and  before  going  to  Thomson,  yon  were  in  the  city  of  Angnsta,  6a. — A.  Yes  sir;. 
I  was. 

Q.  You  may  state  wliat,  if  anything,  occurred  to  you  there,  in  the  way  of  deten- 
tion or  arrest,  and  give  the  particulars. — A.  I  had  closed  the  campaign  of  two- 
weeks  in  Jefferson  and  Washington  counties,  and  arrived  in  Augusta  Saturday 
evening.  I  was  arrested  on  the  streets  of  Augusta  and  taken  to  the  police  head- 
qoarters.  I  asked  the  chief  or  lieutenant — I  think  it  was  the  lieutenant  —  upon  what 
charge  I  was  to  be  detained,  and  he  said  that  it  was  npon  the  charge  of  burglary, 
and  telephoned  a  certain  man  to  come  over  to  headquarters.  In  the  meantime  my 
pockets  were  searched,  and  my  overcoat,  which  I  was  carrying  on  my  arm,  was  alsa 
searched,  and  in  the  pocket  of  my  overcoat  was  found  a  revolver.  After  a  hurried 
consultation  with  the  chief,  I  was  informed  that  I  was  to  be  detained  on  the  charge 
of  carrying  concealed  weapons.  Therefore,  I  was  forced  to  believe  that  the  oharge^ 
of  burglary  was  only  a  **  stalking  horse"  to  have  me  detained  and  imprisoned  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  disgrace  upon  the  campaign  and  preventing  me  from  keeping 
my  appointments. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  detained  f — A.  From  6  or  7  o*clook  in  the  evening  until 
about  9  or  10  o'clock  the  next  day. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  you  then? — A.  I  was  let  out  on  bail. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  indicted  or  tried  for  carrying  concealed  weapons  thereafter? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  the  trial  ?— A.  I  was  fined  $100. 

Q.  How  long  after  your  arrest  was  this  trial? — A.  They  pnt  it  off  until  after  the 
election  was  over,  and  I  wish  to  state  that  it  was  represented  to  me  that  if  I  would 
stop  my  advocacy  of  the  People's  Party  it  should  never  be  heard  of. 

Q.  Who  made  such  representation  to  you? — A.  Sonny  Collins,  to  me  personally, 
and  my  attorney  said  that  the  solicitor  informed  him  that  I  could  get  out  of  it  easy 
enough  if  I  would  only  consent  to  take  the  proper  steps,  and  my  attorney  endeav- 
oreil  to  get  me  to  do  so  as  a  means  of  avoiding  any  trouble  in  the  case,  and  he  went 
so  far  as  to  say  that  the  maximum  fine  was  $1,000  and  one  year's  imprisonment,  and 
that  the  court  could  impose  that  fine  on  me  if  it  wanted  to. 

Q.  Who  was  Collins? — A.  He  was  the  jailor,  as  I  have  stated  above. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  tried  or  convicted  of  burglary? — A.  No,  sir;  1  never  heard  of 
that  after  they  found  the  pistol  in  my  overcoat. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  wore  your  overcoat  when  you  were  arrested? — A.  No, 
sir;  I  did  not  have  it  on.    I  carried  it  as  my  luggage  with  my  valise. 

Q.  Where  were  you  going  while  passing  through  Augusta? — A.  I  had  an  appoint- 
ment at  Harlem  that  night — Saturday  night. 

Q.  And  where  were  you  to  go  after  speaking  at  Harlem? — A.  To  Thomson. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote,  as  a  candidate  for  Congress,  in  the  years  1892  and 
18SNI? — A.  In  1892  I  did  not  vote  for  anybody.  I  had  been  forced  to  leave  the  county 
in  which  I  resided,  by  force  of  circumstances  as  mentioned  above,  and  the  county 
in  which  I  was  on  the  day  of  election  I  had  not  had  sufficient  time  of  residence. 
In  1894  I  did  not  vote  for  either  candidate,  for  the  same  reason — that  I  had  not  had 
county  residence  lon^  enough.  At  the  time  I  was  pastoring  in  Alabama,  and  I  had 
never  changed  my  citizenship  from  Georgia,  paying  poll  tax  there  every  year.  I 
think  the  law  allows  a  man  who  is  preaching  to  have  his  citizenship  anywhere — at 
least  I  paid  my  poll  tax  every  year  in  Georgia,  so  that  I  could  be  enabled  to  vote 
whenever  I  went  home. 

(All  the  foregoing  evidence  was  taken  over  the  objection  of  the  contestee  as  it  pro- 
ceeded, and  subject  to  every  legal  objection,  or  exception,  which  can  be  offered 
against  it.) 

Cross-examination  by  Mr.  James  C.  C.  Black  : 

Q.  When  were  you  last  in  Georgia? — A.  In  what  capacity? 

Q.  In  any  capacity  ? — A.  November,  1895. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  been  away  up  to  that  time? — A.  Been  away  five  months — I 
was  there  in  July,  and  then  went  back  in  November;  about  four  months. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  there  in  July? — A.  I  was  there  in  a  civil  capacity. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that? — A.  I  mean  as  divorced  from  political  objects. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  civil  capacity? — A. -Well,  just  as  any  other  citizen;  it  is  my 
home—I  went  there  just  as  a  citizen. 

Q.  You  were  there  in  the  campaign  of  1894,  were  you  not? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  yon  left,  and  went  where? — A.  Alabama. 

Q.  What  point?— A.  Birmingham. 
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Q.  Had  you  been  to  BirmlDgbam  before  the  campaign  of  1894  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  go  to  Birmingham  f — A.  I  was  sent  to  Birminghiyn  by  my 
conference,  and  served  the  years  1*^3  and  1894.    I  am  a  Methodist  preacher. 

Q.  Does  that  answer  the  question — when  you  first  went  to  Birmingham? — A.  Yes, 
air :  about  the  first  of  1893— during  the  years  1893  and  1894. 

Q.  Were  you  not  pastor  in  Birmingham  in  1894;  when  the  campaign  of  1894 
opened? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  came  back  to  participate  in  that  campaign? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  whose  instance? — A.  At  the  instance  of  my  party — the  People's  Party. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  People^s  Party — not  a  Republican  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Never  was  a  Republican? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  your  party  call  you  back? — A.  Through  the  State  campaign  committee 
in  1894. 

Q.  You  canvassed  the  whole  district  in  1894? — A.  Yes,  sir;  spoke  in  every  <30unty 
but  two. 

Q.  What  two? — A.  Hancock  and  Richmond. 

Q.  W^ell,  you  could  have  spoken  in  those  counties,  could  yon  not? — A.  I  could  have 
spoken  in  parts  of  those  counties.  There  were  places  in  those  counties  where  I  felt 
it  unsafe  for  me  to  go. 

Q.  What  part  of  Richmond  County  would  have  been  unsafe  for  you  to  have 
gone  that  anybody  ever  goes  to  speak? — A.  Well,  I  felt  that  unless  I  had  had  some 
one  to  protect  me,  that  it  would  have  been  unsafe  for  me  to  speak  in  Augusta, 
although  I  had  spoken  there,  but  it  was  with  persons  who  were  with  me  to  protect 
me  in  case  of  violence. 

Q.  You  spoke  in  1892?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  the  campaign  of  1894,  compared  with  that  of  1892,  was 
mild:  had  there  not  been  a  great  lull  in  the  passions  and  feelings  prevailing  in 
1892? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  confess  that. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  yon  could  have  gone  to  the  city  of  Augusta  in  1894  with 
perfect  safety? — A.  I  don't  know  that. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Watson  go  there  to  speak  in  1894? — A.  He  did. 

Q.  Didn't  Judge  Hines,  the  Populist  candidate  for  governor,  go  there  to  speak  in 
1894?— A.  He  did. 

Q.  Didn't  they  go  there  and  speak  without  interruption  or  interference — I  mean  no 
serious  interference? — A.  They  received  no  violence  while  speaking  there,  nor  do  I 
know  that  any  was  attemjited.  I  would  like  to  say,  though,  that  Judge  Hines  and 
Mr.  Watson  are  quite  different  from  myself.  They  could  speak  where  I  dare  not 
attempt. 

Q.  Now,  the  violence  and  the  coercion  of  which  you  have  s}>oken  in  your  direct 
examination  as  prevailing  in  the  campaign  of  1892,  was  that  confined  to  the  Demo- 
crats?— A.  Previous  to  the  campaign  of  1892? 

Q.  No;  in  the  campaign  of  1892. — A.  As  far  as  I  know,  I  know  of  not  one  sinsle 
instance  where  the  Populists  did  violence,  or  attempted  yiolence,  to  a  negro  for  his 
support  of  the  Democratic  party ;  in  fact,  the  Populists  were  men  of  a  temperament 
foreign  to  that. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  the  Democrats  were  violent  in  their  disposition  and 
that  the  Populists  were  pacific,  and  conservative,  and  conciliatory? — ^A.  I  mean  that 
in  the  relation  of  Populist  and  Democrat.  Whenever  any  act  of  violence  was  begun 
the  Democrat  was  usually  the  aggressor,  and  as  a  general  thing  they  were  vio&nt 
toward  the  Populists  because  they  knew  they  had  the  machinery  of  government 
behind  them,  while  the  Populists  did  not. 

Q.  Who  had  the  machinery  of  the  government  behind  them? — ^A.  The  Democrats; 
that  is,  all  county,  and  State,  and  legislative,  and  judicial  officers  were  in  control  of 
the  Democrats  prior  to  1892. 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  prior  to  1892, 1  am  speaking  of  1892. — A.  In  1892  this  con- 
dition existed  until  in  the  State  elections  a  few  counties  went  Populist,  because  up 
to  that  time  there  had  been  no  elections  in  which  the  Populist  could  have  voted  in 
Georgia. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  before  1892  the  counties  of  Columbia,  and  Lincoln,  and 
Warren,  and  Telfair,  and  McDnffle,  and  Glascock  were  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Wat- 
eon's  warm,  ardent  supporters  and  friends? — A.  Prior  to  1892? 

Q.  Prior  to  1892— prior  to  the  campaign  of  1892. — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  that  they 
were;  but  they  were  each  and  all  elected  as  Democrats. 

Q.  Winn't  Mr.  Watson  elected  to  Congress  as  a  Democrat? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  what  you  call  ''the  political  machinery  "  in  those  coonties 
in  1894  was  absolutely  under  the  control  of  Populists? — ^A.  My  answer  to  that  is,  that 
while  the  county  offices  were  in  charge  of  the  Populists,  yet  the  manipolatiou  of  the 
vote  and  the  registration  was  in  charge  of  the  Democrats. 

Q.  Yon  say  in  the  counties  named  in  1894  the  manipulation  of  the  vote  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Democrats;  what  do  yon  mean  by  that? — ^A.  In  those  oountiea  named? 
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Q.  Yes,  sir.— A.  I  mistook  the  time  of  the  passage  of  that  registration  law — that 
was  passed  in  1894,  and  the  election  of  1894  was  not  governed  by  that;  that  was  a 
mistake  in  dates  that  I  made.     I  want  to  answer  tout  qnestion  liirect. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  while  the  ofiQcers  in  the  counties  named  were  Populists, 
yon  have  charged  that  the  Democrats  manipulated  the  vote  and  controlled  the  regis- 
tration. I  asked  you  what  yon  meant  by  '*  manipulating  the  vote,"  and  you  answer 
that  YOU  were  mistaken  about  the  time  the  registration  law  passed? — A.  My  answer 
was  based  on  the  registration  law  which  was  passed  in  1894.  When  I  think  now 
that  law  did  not  govern  the  elections  of  1894.  which  would  leave  the  appointment 
of  election  Judges  in  the  hands  of  the  ordinary  of  each  county,  and  I  believe  in  the 
counties  named  each  was  a  Populist. 

Q,  Don't  you  know  that  they  were  Populists! — A.  Each  was  a  Populist. 

Q.  You  admit,  then,  that  in  the  counties  named  the  machinery  of  holding  elections 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Populists? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  admit  that  in  1894. 

Q.  When  was  the  registration  act  which  is  now  a  law  in  Georgia  passed? — A.  It 
was  passed  by  the  legislature  that  is  now  holding,  which  was  elected  in  1894.  As  to 
the  cfate  of  passage,  I  can  not  give  it. 

Q.  You  stated  in  your  direct  examination,  I  think,  particularly  that  in  the  counties 
of  Lincoln,  Columbia,  and  McDuffie  colored  people  had  been  denied  the  right  of 
franchise? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  not  those  counties  now,  and  have  they  not  been  ever  since  the  organization 
of  the  Populist  party,  strong  Populist  counties? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  and  have 
been. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  influx  of  new  population  there  in  those  counties? — A.  None 
that  I  know  of  but  by  natural  increase. 

Q.  Now  this  general  condition  that  you  have  spoken  of,  this  general  spirit  and 
condnct  of  lawlessness  and  violence  all  over  the  district,  you  got  that  through  hear- 
say, did  you  not;  von  got  that  through  the  press,  didn't  you;  through  the  news- 
Fapers,  and  through  the  political  channels,  and  party  counselors,  and  all  that? — A. 
received  my  knowledge  of  that,  my  knowledge  of  the  political  situation  in  those 
counties  was  gleaned  by  a  personal  canvass,  and  from  knowing  the  political  situation 
in  those  counties  by  the  returns  from  each  election,  and  from  other  natural  sources 
of  information. 

Q.  You  say  by  the  returns  of  the  election;  what  do  you  mean  by  that?  Do  you 
mean  that  tne  Populists  didn't  get  as  large  a  vote  as  you  thought? — A.  My  answer 
to  that  is  that  the  information  I  received  came  through  the  natural  channels  of  infor- 
mation. In  some  instances  directly  from  the  persons  who  had  been  the  victims, 
others  from  the  press. 

Q.  That  information,  then,  was  hearsay? — A.  Well,  it  was  hardly  possible  for  me 
to  be  all  over  the  district  and  see  everything  there  in  person. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  Democratic  primaries  having  eliminated  the  colored  people 
from  voting,  and  you  mentioned  the  two  Dixon  boys  in  Hancock  Couuty.  Did  they 
continue  to  support  the  Democratic  party  after  that  elimination? — A.  They  did  not 
in  1894. 

Q.  They  did  not,  neither  one  of  them  ? — A.  I  am  sure  Charlie  didn't. 

Q.  Didn't  Julian? — A.  Of  course,  I  have  been  informed  that  Julian  didn't  and 
wouldn't.    He  gave  his  position  to  the  public  as  not  supporting  it. 

Q.  He  gave  it  to  the  public — how? — A.  Through  his  friends,  and  through  those 
who  were  interested. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that? — A.  I  was  told  so.  I  state  that  I  do  not  know  whether 
be  voted  for  the  Democratic  party  or  not;  but  I  know  Julian  told  me  at  Camak  that 
he  was  "  taking  no  stock  in  the  election  this  year  "  and  I  know  Charlie  was  openly 
opposed. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  frequently  when  a  man  says  he  is  ''  taking  no  stock  in  the 
campaip^,"  he  is  not  taking  an  active  part  in  the  campaign? — A.  I  know  that. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  yon  to  say,  in  your  direct  examination,  that  in  the  cities — the 
towns — that  only  the  worthless,  purchasable  element  among  the  colored  people  sup- 
port the  Democratic  party? — A.  I  think  my  testimony  wUl  show  whether  I  said 
**  only  "  or  *'  principally." 

Q.  Well,  wnich  did  you  say? — A,  I  say  my  testimony  will  show  that — I  meant 
principally  so. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  in  the  city  of  Augusta  and  other  towns,  and  somewhat  in 
the  county — I  don't  say  largely,  but  somewhat — that  some  of  the  best  colored  people 
never  have  affiliated  with  the  Populist  party,  but  refused  to  do  so? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
some  of  them. 

Q.  I  think  yon  said  in  your  direct  examination  that  in  the  counties  of  Warren  and 
Richmond  and  Washington  no  objection  to  polling  the  vote  was  made,  but  the  work 
w^as  done  afterwards? — A.  That  is  what  I  say. 

Q.  What  do  yon  mean  by  ''the  work  was  done  after?"  I  mean  of  yonr  own 
knowledge,  not  what  somebody  has  told  yon ;  not  what  has  come  to  yon  by  report 

14441  W  &  B 50 


786  WATSON    vs.    BLACK. 

or  hearsay  id  those  counties  of  Warren  and  Richmond  and  Washington. — A.  I  know 
that  the  ne^ro  vote  in  all  of  those  counties  is  Kepuhlican,  and  that  those  people  on 
every  occasion,  when  they  have  the  liberty  to  cast  a  ballot,  cast  it.  I  know  the  con- 
dition of  things  in  Warren  County,  h:iving  mingled  in  affairs  there  myself.  What 
I  mean  by  '*  doing  the  work  after''  was  in  making  up  the  returns — saoh  majorities  as 
were  desired  were  usually  given. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that;  did  you  ever  attend  an  election  in  Warren  and  Wash- 
ington counties  previous  to  1892  f — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  iJid  you  ever  have  any  connection  with  the  elections  in  those  counties  previoos 
to  1892 f — A.  Only  as  a  free  citizen,  interested  in  affairs  of  the  government;  woald 
have  known  direct,  not  as  a  manager,  or  anything  like  that,  if  that  is  what  yon 
m'an. 

Q.  How  then  can  yon  testify,  as  of  your  own  knowledge,  tis  to  falsifying  returns, 
as  you  suggt'Btedf — A.  My  knowledge  of  the  conditions  in  that  county,  as  I  have 
stated  above,  is  from  irequent  visits,  knowing  the  people  in  their  political  prefer- 
ment and  methods;  they  weie  common  talk,  of  which  no  secret  was  made  and  no 
man  candid  enough  to  deny  it,  and  were  accepted  as  facts.  I  know,  as  the  questioner 
knows,  that  never  having  been  a  manager  of  election,  I  never  saw  any  ballot  box 
stuffed,  but  from  evidence  of  voters  before  and  after  returns,  one  is  able  to  form 
opinions,  as  I  have  formed  mine. 

Q.  But  you  have  said  in  the  counties  of  Warren  and  Richmond  and  Washington 
there  was  no  objection  to  polling  a  vote,  but  that  the  work  was  done  alterwardsf— 
A.  I  think  I  explained  that. 

Q.  Now,  then,  I  am  trying  to  get  at  what  knowledge  you  have  of  this  work  hav- 
ing been  done  after  the  polling  of  the  votet — A.  I  think  1  have  answered  that  ques- 
tion, just  aUout,  Major. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Sparta  Ishmaelite  was  opposed  to  the 
Democratic  party  f — A.  The  8parta  Ishmaelite  is  disgusted,  not  opposed. 

(Counsel  tor  contestant  objects  to  the  contestee  asking  the  witness  what  he,  the 
oontestee,  understands  about  the  evidence.  The  witness  is  not  competent  to  testify 
as  to  the  understanding  of  the  contestee.) 

Q.  Did  you  not  testify  on  your  direct  examination  that  the  Sparta  Ishioaelite  was 
opposed  to  the  Democratic  party? — A.  No,  sir;  1  said  *' disgusted." 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  that  the  masses  were  disgusted  with  the  partv,  and  as  an  evi- 
dence of  that  stated  that  the  Sparta  Ishmaelite  was  opposed  to  the  party  f — ^A.  I 
maintain  that  I  did  not  use  the  word  '*  oppose.'' 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  Sparta  Ishmaelite  has  ever  suffered  anything  like 
ostracism? — A.  They  have  not  revolt-ed;  they  yet  claim  to  be  Democratic  in  name, 
but  disgusted  with  the  policy  and  practice  of  the  party — so  is  the  Constitution,  of 
Atlanta. 

Q.  Who  is  the  representative  of  Warren  County  that  you  say  was  ostracized 
because  he  went  into  the  Populist  party  ? — A.  His  name,  I  believe,  is  Hall;  however, 
he  had  represented  the  county  as  a  Democrat,  and  at  the  birth  of  the  Populist  party 
gave  his  allegiance  to  that  party;  he  was  considered  reputable  before  he  joined  the 
Populist  party,  and  afterwards  he  was  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  he  has  been  ostracized  in  Warren  County? — ^A.  By  the 
Democrats  of  Warren. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  socially  ostracized  or  just  politically  opposed? — ^A.  I  mean  with 
the  few  remaining  Democrats  in  Warren  County  he  is  exceedingly  unpopular,  both 
politically  and  socially. 

Q.  You  spoke  about  the  sheriff  of  McDuffie  County  as  one  of  the  proscribed  class 
against  whom  the  heel  of  every  Democrat  was  turned.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he 
is  ostracized? — A.  As  all  other  Populists  are;  as  all  other  white  men  are  who  affiliate 
with  the  Democratic  part^. 

Q.  Socially  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  the  sheriff  of  McDuffie  County? — ^A.  Shadrach  Hawes. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  is  ostracized  by  the  Democrats  of  McDuffie 
Connty? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  I  mean. 

Q.  Don't  3^ou  know  that  he  is  socially  recognized  and  pleasantly  fellowshipped— 
I  mean  socially — by  the  Democrats  of  Thomson? — A.  I  don't  know  that  now;  if  he 
is  so  regarded  things  have  changed  since  I  was  there. 

Q.  You  spoke  about  Judge  Snead ;  how  do  you  know  he  is  ostracized?  He  lives  in 
Columbia  City,  does  he  not? — A.  I  aon't  know  where  his  residence  is  now ;  I  believe 
it  is  Columbia  County. 

Q.  Is  he  ostracized? — ^A.  I  mean  that  Judge  Snead  and  every  other  white  man  who 
would  leave  the  Democratic  party  and  affiliate  with  the  Populist  party  would  ren- 
der himself  exceedingly  nnpopular  in  all  social  and  financial  relations.  *  Frequently 
this  results  in  ostracism.  Judge  Snead  in  becoming  a  Populist,  of  course,  endured 
his  share. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  anybody  who  ever  withdrew  their  social  relationa  fh>m  him, 
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or  ever  withheld  any  credit  from  him,  or  ever  treated  him  differently  after  he  became 
a  Populist  f — A.  Do'yoQ  mean  by  that  can  I  give  nameef 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Of  course  not;  but  I  do  know  what  it  costs  a  man  to  be  a  Populist. 

Q.  You  stated  that,  in  the  addresses  of  Mr.  Watson  and  yourself  to  the  colored 
people,  the  great  hope  yon  held  out  to  them  was  a  revival  of  industrial  conditions, 
did  yon  notf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  you  not  know  that  a  great  many  of  the  ignorant  colored  people  were 
led  off  to  the  Populist  party  by  the  promise  and  the  hope  of  getting  money  from  the 
Government  at  2  or  2^  per  cent  per  annum  on  their  farm  products  f — A.  I  don't  know 
that. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  the  great  measure  of  financial  relief  that  was  promised 
by  Mr.  Watson  and  the  Populist  party  was  asubtreasury  plant — A.  I  know  that  the 
subtreasnry  plan  was  one  of  the  planks  in  the  Farmers'  Alliance  platform  and  in  the 
Populist  resolutions.  It  was  a  Populistio  demand;  I  will  say  that  the  subtreasnry 
was  a  PopnliMtio  demand. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  the  colored  people  were  led  to  believe,  and  did  believe, 
that  there  was  some  prospect  of  their  getting  money  from  the  Government  at  2  or  2^ 
per  cent  per  annum  on  tneir  agricultural  products ;  don't  you  know  that  that  was 
the  great  hope,  the  prospect,  that  was  held  out  to  them? — A.  That  was  not  ''the 
great,"  it  was  one. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  now  about  financial  and  industrial  improvements. — A.  The 
demand  of  the  Populist  party  was  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  currency  and  circa- 
lating  medium,  an  opposition  to  dealing  in  cotton  futures,  and  the  possibility  of 
borrowing  money  on  cotton  and  com  witii  the  same  premium  that  men  borrow  money 
on  whisky.     We  claimed  that  what  was  fair  for  the  one  was  fair  fur  the  other. 

Q.  I  repeat  the  question^ndo  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Watson  and  his  political  sup- 
porters made  a  large  number  of  the  ignorant  colored  people  believe  that  through  his 
party  they  would  get  money  from  the  Government  at  the  rate  of  2  or  2i  per  cent 
interest  on  agricultural  products f — ^A.  No.  The  principles  we  advocated  were  that 
the  farmers  who  were  able  to  give  security  on  salable  products  ought  to  have  the 
same  privilege  to  borrow  money  at  a  fair  interest  as  the  national  banker  at  1  per 
cent.  These,  of  course,  are  the  principles  of  the  People's  Party,  and  I  don't  think 
it  is  hardly  necessary  that  that  question  be  answered,  because  there  is  no  principle 
about  a  party  that  is  kept  from  the  people.  We  zealously  advocated  every  demand 
of  our  party. 

Q.  I  wasn't  asking  you  about  the  fearlessness  of  your  advocacy,  but  J  was  asking  A 
about  the  impression  that  was  left  on  the  minds  of  the  ignorant  colored  people  and     \ 
the  inducements  that  you  offered  them  to  go  into  that  party — if  the  great  induce- 
ment promising  financial  relief  was  not  the  prospect  of  getting  this  cheap  money       * 
from  the  Government? — A.  If  you  mean  by  your  question  if  that  was  tne  chief 
inducement,  1  answer  no,  as  I  have  before.    The  chief  reason  that  the  negro  rame  to 
the  Populist  party  was  because  through  them  they  had  received  their  actual  political 
enfranchisement.    As  a  chief  speaker  for  my  people  that  was  the  great  thing  I  held 
ap  to  them.    Time  after  time  I  said  to  them  ''  that  if  there  be  no  other  benefit  from 
the  Populist  party  except  those  yon  have  received,  it  has  merited  your  support;  and 
that  it  has  brought  to  you  a  white  man  on  either  side  who  is  anxious  that  you  cast 
your  vote  and  auxious  that  he  receive  it,  while  heretofore  the  white  man  was  solidly 
opposed  to  you,  and  his  desire  was  that  you  should  not  cast  your  vote."    That  is  the 
chief  argument  which  I  held  up  to  the  negroes. 

Q.  Did  that  argument  furnish  any  basis  of  hope  for  financial  relief?  That  is  what 
I  am  interrogating  you  about.  Now,  in  your  direct  examination  you  said,  and  seemed 
to  be  very  careful  to  say  and  to  em])hasize :  Populists  never  held  out  to  the  colored 
X>eop1e  any  hope  of  social  equality;  that  the  great  inducement  to  them  was  a  revival 
of  industrial  conditions — yon  used  those  very  words,  I  think.  Now,  what  did  they 
promise?  How  were  they  going  to  accomplish  this  revival  of  industrial  conditions? 
Through  the  subtreasnry  plan  T—A.  I  think  that  that  question  was  hardly  necessary, 
for  the  questioner  knows  the  demands  of  the  Populist  party,  and  I  have  stated  that 
these  are  the  inducements  that  we  held  up  to  the  people  for  a  revival  of  industry. 
Whatever  these  demands  are  they  are  mentioned  in  our  platform. 

Q.  You  have  stated  in  your  direct  testimony  that  the  colored  people  were  induced 
to  become  Populists  by  the  hope  that  there  would  be  a  revival  of  industrial  condi- 
tions ;  was  not  the  chief  argument  in  favor  of  such  industrial  improvements,  or  the 
remedy  that  you  would  accomplish  thereby,  what  was  known  as  the  ''sub-treasury 
plan?"— A.  It  was  not. 

Q.  What  was  it,  then? — A.  The  expansion  of  currency. 

Q.  How  was  that  expansion  of  currency  to  be  brought  home  to  the  people  except 
through  the  subtreaaury  plan? — A.  My  argument  is  this:  When  there  is  more  money 
in  the  country  there  is  more  for  the  product  of  labor,  and  that  each  man  who  pro- 
duces a  bale  of  cotton  will  be  enabled  to  get  more  for  that  bale  of  cotton  if  there 
were  a  hundred  dollars  to  do  the  business  of  a  bale  of  cotton  than  if  there  were 
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fifty ;  that  money  is  a  mediain  to  transact  the  business  in  the  conntry .  On  the 
basis  of  au  increased  circulating  mediaiu,  it  would  enable  the  producer  to  get  an 
increased  price  for  increased  labor. 

Q.  Was  not  what  was  known  as  the  ''subtreasury  plan/'  which  promised  to  get 
money  for  the  people  from  the  Government  at  a  very  low  rate  of  interest,  held  oat 
to  them  as  a  strong  reason  why  they  should  go  with  the  Populist  party? — A.  I  say  it 
was  one  of  the  demands  of  the  People's  Party,  and  was  so  held  out  to  the  people; 
but  if  you  wish  to  know  whether  it  was  the  chief  inducement,  1  have  stated  once  or 
twice  before  that  it  was  not. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  since  1892  the  colored  people  in  our  district  have  con- 
cluded ihere  is  no  hope  of  realizing  what  they  at  one  time  expected,  in  the  way  of 
financial  relief,  through  the  Populist  party,  and  therefore  have,  to  a  large  ext«nt» 
lost  interest  in  it? — A.  I  don't  know  tnat. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  Populist  leaders,  Mr.  Watson  among  them,  have  now 
abandoned  the  subtreasnry  plan  of  relief? — A.  I  know  that. 

Q.  You  spoke  in  your  direct  examination  about  your  friends  in  Hancock  wanting 
to  nominate  you  for  the  legislature;  who  ofi'ered  yon  the  nomination? — ^A.  The 
Hunts,  the  Brazils,  the  Halls— those  of  the  most  influential  ones. 

Q.  You  stated  that  the  Po))ulists  never  offered  to  give  the  colored  people  any 
office? — A.  I  said  they  never  held  that  up  as  an  inducement  to  join  their  party. 

Q.  They  never  have  given  them  any  office,  have  they? — ^A.  I  don't  know  of  any 
instance  of  where  any  colored  man  has  been  elected  to  any  office. 

Q.  Have  they  not  tilled  all  the  county  offices,  and  elected  legislators  in  many  of 
the  counties  of  the  Tenth  district? — ^A.  Populist? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  no  colored  man  among  them? — A.  About  as  many  as  you  find  in  the  Demo- 
crats. The  argument  that  the  Democrats  used  against  the  Populists  to  the  whites 
was  that  they  wanted  to  put  negroes  in  office,  and  I  cited  that  instance  to  show 
that  their  policy  was  not  that;  they  did  not  hold  up  that  as  an  inducement  to 
negroes. 

Q.  You  stated  in  your  direct  examination  that  the  press  of  the  district  never  gave 
Mr.  Watson  a  fair  hearing — did  he  not  have  a  paper  of  his  own? — A.  Yes,  sir;  not 
in  the  district;  it  was  published  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  I  meant  the  Democratic  press.  I 
mean  to  say  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  as  all  counties  then  were  Demo- 
oratio,  all  county  papers  were  Democratic,  but  as  the  counties  went  Populist,  and  as 
Populist  sentiment  g^rew  up,  Populist  papers  have  sprung  up;  but  m  18£f2  there 
were  very  few  in  the  State,  so  that  the  press  did  not  give  Mr.  Watson  a  fair  hearing. 
It  was  their  policy  to  distort  those  things,  and  put  the  wrong  color  to  his  every 
e:^ression. 

Q.  I  repeat  my  question ;  did  he  not  control  a  newspaper? — A.  He  had  one  in 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Q.  Did  it  not  have  an  extensive  circulation  in  the  district? — ^A.  Certainly  so. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  true  that  his  party  followers  were  advised  not  to  take  any  other 
paper?— A.  By  whom? 

Q.  By  him? — A.  I  never  heard  of  it  before;  in  fact,  he  advocated  hearing  both 
sides  of  the  question ;  it  was  his  policy  always. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  true  that  they  didn't  take  any  other  papers — as  a  ffeneral  role,  I 
mean? — A.  It  is  true  that  the  paper  most  largely  circulated  among  Populists  was 
the  Populist  papers,  but  they  read  other  papers  to  a  very  large  extents 

Q.  Yon  stated  in  your  direct  examination  that  in  the  joint  discussion  at  Craw- 
fordsville,  I  characterized  Mr.  Watson  as  a  **  traitor,"  and  this  was  caught  up  by 
the  people  all  over  the  district  to  his  prejudice;  were  you  there  at  that  joint 
discussion? — A.  No,  sir. 
)  Q.  Of  course,  then,  you  did  not  hear  that  speech? — ^A.  I  have  read  the  shorthand 

\      report. 
\        Q.  Do  you  recall  that  I  used  that  word? — A.  I  am  reasonably  sure. 

Q.  Do  you  say  you  think  I  nsed  that  word? — A.  I  do.  I  know  that  at  Sparta  yon 
accused  him  of  betraying  his  trust,  and  turned  to  him  and  said  to  him  very  dra- 
matically, **  Bring  back  that  flag  that  ye  carried  to  the  enemy." 

Q.  Do  vou  say  that  his  tone  and  temper  and  speeches  were  conservative,  pacific, 
and  conciliatory  throughout  the  campaign? — A.  Every  speech  I  heard. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  in  anything  that  he  said  or  did  to  provoke  this  state  oi 
excitement?— A.  I  admit  that  excitement  was  high  on  both  sides,  but  I  repeat  that 
Mr.  Watson's  tone  was  always  conciliatory  and  defensive,  never  advocating  any 
violence  nor  even  condoning  violence ;  he  deplored  the  fact  that  he  and  his  follow- 
ers were  regarded  in  such  unfavorable  light  because  they  had  followed  their 
convictions. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  any  instances  of  colored  people  being  perseonted  for  being 
Democrats? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

O.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  there  were  none  such? — ^A.  I  am  prepared  to  say 
I  know  of  none  such. 
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Q.  Did  you  kuow  Tom  Gadsden  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yoa  know  that  in  the  town  of  Thomson  once  he  was  threatened,  and  had 
to  appeal  to  the  mayor  for  protection f — A.  Threatened  by  whom? 

Q.  Threatened  by  anybody. — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Neyer  heard  of  thatf — A.  If  hearsay  testimony  is  any  good,  I  admit  that  I 
heard  of  it. 

Q.  Haven't  you  heard  of  instances  of  colored  people  being  coerced,  as  you  charge 
the  Democrats  of  doing,  by  the  landowners  f — A.  I  have  never  heard  of  a  single 
instance  where  a  Populist  has  coerced  a  negro;  in  fact,  I  know  of  instances  in  which 
negroes  were  Democrats  and  lived  at  Populist  places. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  of  instances  where  the  negroes  were  Populists  and  lived  with 
Democrats? — A.  I  could  not  say  that  I  know. 

Q.  Well,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  conditions  down  there,  are  you  not  morally 
certain  that  thut  was  the  case? — A.  Ob,  well,  I  would  suppose  that  there  were  some. 

Q.  Now,  thi8  trouble  in  Sparta  of  1892,  you  say,  was  after  you  went  to  the  polls  and 
voted! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

C^.  That  trouble  was  all  after  you  had  voted,  then  ?  Is  it  not  true  that  Judge  Little 
was  very  much  angered — I  am  not  now  saying  whether  justly  or  unjustly — by  your 
distribution  of  those  Gilmore  circulars? — A.  I  will  not  answer  that  question  nnless 
it  is  worded  differently,  because  I  did  not  distribute  them. 

Q.  Had  yon  not  given  out  any  of  them  at  all? — A.  Well,  I  had  only  four  or  live; 
and  persons  who  had  asked  to  see  them  I  hnd  shown  them  to  them. 

Q.  When  you  say  '^show  them,"  do  you  mean  show  them  to  them  and  keep  them 
yourself? — A.  I  gave  them  to  them. 

Q.  To  some  extent  that  is  distribution,  is  it  not? — ^A.  To  some  extent  that  is  dis- 
tribution. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  were  charges  made  in  those  oirculars  that  were  nat- 
urally' very  offensive  to  a  good  many  people  there  in  Hancock  Connty,  and  did  they 
not  involve  not  only  the  reputation  of  the  living,  but  the  nieuiory  of  the  dead? — ^A. 
The  charges  that  were  made  in  that  circular,  if  true,  certainly  did  involve  the  repu- 
tat  ion  of  the  living  and  the  dead. 

Q.  When  Judge  Little  approached  you,  did  he  not  iipproach  you  with  the  accusa- 
tion that  you  were  distributing  those  circulars?— A.  I  stated  so  in  my  testimony. 

Q.  He  did  not  strike  you,  did  he? — A.  No,  Hir. 

Q.  Not  onceactnally  committed  a  battery  upon  you,  did  he? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And,  as  I  understand,  while  you  were  standing  there,  and  perhaps  some  dis- 
cussion was  going  on,  and  some  words  passing,  did  not  some  colored  men  come  up? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  say  that.  I  stated  that  he  came  and  said.  *^  1  nnderstand  that 
you  are  distributing  circulars  here  that  have  my  name  in  them,  and  I  have  come  to 
cut  your  infernal  throat,"  and  before  I  could  make  a  reply  a  colored  man  shoved  me 
out  of  reach  of  Judge  Little's  knife,  which  was  already  drawn,  and  said,  **  Run, 
they  mean  to  kill  yon." 

Q.  Well,  did  you  run  from  that  or  did  you  stand  awhile? — ^A.  I  immediately  ran, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Q.  You  say  you  immediately  ran? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  had  you  gotten  before  these  shots  were  fired? — A.  I  suppose  25  or  30 
or  35  yards,  as  near  as  I  can  get  at  it. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  it  was  farther  than  that? — A.  I  don't  think  when  I  heard  the 
first  shot. 

Q.  You  we're  naturally,  of  course,  under  great  excitement,  and  not  in  a  mental 
condition  to  be  very  accurate  in  measuring  distances,  perhaps? — A.  Naturally  so. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  the  county  then? — A.  Not  immediately. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  in  the  county  after  that? — A.  I  think  I  left  the  next 
night,  as  near  as  I  know — within  a  day  or  so;  but  while  in  the  connty  I  kept  con- 
cealed, or  kept  away  from  public  view,  and  I  am  constrained  to  believe  that  those 
who  were  disposed  to  do  me  hurt  were  not  advised  of  my  whereabouts. 

Q.  Yon  spoke  about  parties  there  having  been  thrown  in  jail  on  trivial  charges,  I 
believe;  do  you  know  who  they  were — how  many  there  were? — A.  Three  years  or 
more  from  that  scene  obliterate  names,  of  course,  but  especially  those  men  who  were 
near  me  when  I  was  attacked,  and  that  man  whose  head  got  the  licks  perhaps  that 
were  aimed  at  mine,  he  was  also  thrown  in  jail;  but  names  I  can  not  now  remember. 
And  the  rumor  went  out  that  they  had  tilled  the  jails  full,  but  in  a  conservative  esti- 
mate, would  say  a  dozen  or  fifteen. 

O.  Did  you  know,  except  from  these  reports  and  rumors,  that  these  men  were  in 
prison  ?-:-A.  I  know  that  they  were  in  jail.  When  a  man  is  made  a  prisoner  it  is 
common  knowledge,  and  I  can  hardly  think  that  it  could  be  classed  as  ''hearsay." 
Th6  friends  of  those  persons  came  to  me  and  said  they  were  in  jail,  and  those  persons 
remained  in  jail  for  some  time. 

Q.  Yon  stated  that  Governor  Xorthen  mounted  the  steps  of  the  court-house,  after 
the  riot,  as  you  called  it,  and  cheered  the  persons  who  had  assailed  you,  did  you  not? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  Governor  Northen  is  reco^ized  among  the  colored  people 
down  there,  and  distinguished  for  his  friendly  disposition  toward  them,  and  the  effort 
he  has  made  to  improve  their  condition,  educationally,  morally,  materially — every 
way  f — A.  I  do  not  know  that  the  colored  people  of  Georgia  as  a  whole  have  aay 
special  admiration  for  Governor  Northen ;  certainly  those  in  Hancock  County  hare 
not — his  home. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  while  governor  he  took  such  steps  to  protect  colored 
persons  from  lynching  as  has  evoked  expressions  of  special  recognition,  and  that 
from  leading  colored  men  and  large  bodies  of  colored  men  in  conventions  and  meet- 
ings?— A.  It  any  large  or  representative  body  have  done  so,  I  do  not  now  recall  the 
fi»ct.  I  believe  that  it  was  under  his  administration  that  the  public-school  funds 
were  increased,  and  that  the  teachers  offered  resolutions  of  commendation  to  Gov- 
ernor Northen  for  his  a<lvocacy  of  an  Increased  appropriation  for  popular  education, 
but  as  far  as  his  defending  negroes  from  being  lynched,  personally  I  have  had  but 
very  little  faith  in  him,  and  I  helieve  that  the  colored  people  of  Georgia  generally 
entertain  the  same  opinion. 

Q.  And  do  you  not  know  that  in  his  second  race  for  governor  he  was  warml.v  and 
enthusiastically  supported  by  a  very  large  number  of  colored  people f — ^A.  I  can't  say 
that  any  large  number  of  colored  people  in  Georgia  have  supported  Grovemor  Northeu ; 
I  don't  believe.  There  were  a  few  politicians  who  were  hired  to  pass  resolutions,  bnt 
the  masses  of  the  colored  people  did  not  support  Governor  Northen,  and  notoriously 
among  those  was  Bill  Pledger,  and  his  name  is  a  sufficient  index  of  what  he  will  do 
when  a  dollar  is  in  sight. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  these  men,  whom  you  say  passed  resolutions  and  whom 
you  ascribe  as  mere  politicians,  were  bought  to  do  itf — A.  They  were  men  of  that 
character,  who  in  their  own  political  circles  are  regarded  as  purchasable  and  in 
whom  the  people  have  very  little  confidence. 

Q.  To  what  party  did  he  belong f — A.  The  Republican  party.  When  there  is 
any  money  in  it  he  is  for  Governor  Northen  or  anybody  else,  if  there  is  some  money 
behind  it. 

Q.  You  speak  of  Jewells;  were  you  at  Jewells  that  dayf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  reason  that  those  votes  that  you  spt^ak  of  were  thrown  outt 
Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  legal  attack  made  on  them  or  notf  — A.  They 
claimed  on  the  ground  of  some  technicality,  especially  the  Mount  Zion  precinct,  in 
which  Governor  Northen  resided,  that  it  was  largely  Populist,  and  that  precinct  was 
thrown  out. 

Q.  This  trouble  at  Sparta  occurred  at  the  State  election  of  1892  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  that,  do  you  remember — I  mean  what  month? — A.  October. 

Q.  Did  you  never  otfer  to  cooperate  with  the  Democrats  in  Hancock  County  in 
1892 f — A.  1  have  never  offered  to  cooperate  with  the  Democratic  party  of  Hancock 
or  any  other  county  in  1892  or  any  other  year. 

Q.  Were  you  a  Democrat  before  yon  became  a  Populistf— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  Republican  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  yon  polltioally? — A.  Prohibitionist;  was  a  delegate  to  the  national 
Prohibitionist  convention  in  1892. 

Q.  You  have  never  affiliated  with  any  one  of  the  other  political  parties  f— A.  No, 
sir:  I  have  never  cast  a  Republican  ballot  or  a  Democratic  ballot. 

Q.  In  your  speeches  and  in  Mr.  Watson's  speeches  did  he  not  denounce  the  Repub- 
lican party  as  rotten  and  bud  as  the  Democratic  party? — A.  Mr.  Watson  and  myself 
claimed  that  the  Republican  party  and  the  Democratic  party  were  both  friends  of 
the  rich,  and  the  enemies  of  the  poor;  that  they  had  drifted  away  from  their  origi- 
nal designs,  and  had  become  largely  dominated  in  the  interest  of  monopoly  and 
wealth  to  the  detriment  of  the  producing  classes  of  the  country,  and  that  in  this 
Democratic  and  Republican  parties  were  alike  responsible  for  the  condition  of 
affairs. 

Q.  Did  you  in  some  of  your  speeches  down  in  Jefferson  County  give  your  reason 
why  you  left  the  Republican  party  f — A.  I  never  left  it,  for  I  had  never  been  in  it  to 
leave  it;  that  is,  since  I  have  become  a  man — that  is  what  I  mean. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Sparta  the  day  Mr.  Gilmore  was  shot? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  that  occurrence,  then,  except  what  you  have  heard?— A. 
Except  what  I  have  stated  in  my  testimony. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  derive  that  as  an  eyewitness  of  the  occurrence;  you  were  not 
there  when  it  occurred? — A.  No,  sir;  I  stated  that  above. 

Q.  You  say  that  nobody  was  ever  brought  to  answer — do  you  know  that  to  b« 
true? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  were  you  last  in  Hancock? — A.  About  October  5,  1892 — I  have  been  in 
Hancock  Conntv  once  or  twice;  the  dates  I  do  not  now  remember. 

Q.  Since  1892?— A.  Since  October  5,  1892. 

Q.  You  have  only  been  in  the  county  once  or  twice  since  October,  1892? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 
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Q.  You  have  never  lived  there  since f — A.  No;  I  have  never  lived  there  since. 

Q.  He  was  shot  after  the  election  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  the  gentleman  who  was  the  author  of  this  circular  hefore  referred  to, 
was  he  notf — A .  Well,  it  was  supposed  th:it  he  was. 

Q.  That  was  a  recognized  fact  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  time  that  he  was  shot  down,  wasn't  there  a  sort  of  a  general  fight  there 
between  him  and  liis  sons  and  other  parties! — A.  I  have  testifie<l  tnat  I  was  not  pres- 
ent, and  the  only  facts  that  I  have  attirmed  is  that  lie  was  killed  on  the  streets  of 
Sparta,  and  no  one  has  suffered  for  it — that  is  all  the  testimony  that  I  have  ventured 
to  offer  in  the  matter. 

Q.  Wasn't  there  other  parties  shot  there  that  day — wasn't  Mr.  Jnliau  West  shot 
that  day? — A.  1  haven't  heard  that  he  was  shot  before. 

Q.  Yon  never  heard  that  anybody  was  shot,  except  Mr.  Qilmoref — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  never  heard  that  there  was  a  general  mel^eor  fight  there  between  him  and 
his  sons  and  several  other  parties,  and  several  shots  tired  f — A.  1  can't  exactly  under- 
stand the  position  of  the  questioner,  objecting  to  any  statement  that  I  might  make 
on  the  ground  of  hearsay,  and  now  asking  if  1  did  not  hear.  I  repeat  that  all  I,  can 
testify  to  has  been  mentioned  in  my  direct  examination. 

Q.  How  do  yon  know  that  no  effort  was  ever  made  to  investigate  that  affair 
by  the  proper  authorities f — A.  I  never  said  that  no  effort  was  made;  1  never 
attempted  to  say  that— I  was  very  careful  not  to  say  that,  because  I  was  not  there 
to  know.  But  being  away,  I  could  know  that  no  one  was  punished,  whether  there 
or  not.  In  my  mind  there  is  a  clear  diHtinction  between  hearsay  and  common 
knowledge.  For  instance,  I  know  without  being  there  that  Gilniore  was  killed,  and 
that  no  one  is  pnnished— but  as  to  there  being  a  general  fight,  and  the  participants, 
a  number  of  shots  fired,  etc.,  are  matters  of  particular  instances  which  more  deserve 
to  be  classed  as  **  hearsay,"  and  I  do  not  attempt  to  testify  concerning  these. 

Q.  You  do  not  know,  then,  that  the  proper  authorities  there  failed  to  make  an 
effort  to  ascertain  the  facts  of  that  killing,  and  who  was  responsible  for  it  f — A. 
Directly,  I  do  not  know;  but  I  know  what  th«^  coroner's  verdict  was. 

Q.  Now,  yon  spoke  of  a  meeting  you  had  down  at  Jeffeison  County,  where  a  man 
named  Hall  was  shot — yon  don't  know  who  shot  him,  do  yonf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  he  was  shot  by  a  Democrat? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  stated  that  the  marshal  of  Bartow,  who  was  there  that  night  and  went 

down  to  Bartow  after  the  shooting,  sent  word  that  he  had  got  the ,  that 

is  hearsay? — A.  That  was  part  of  the  testimony  delivered  m  the  preliminary  trial — 
of  course,  if  you  call  that  hearsay. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  the  trial! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  told  you  it  was  part  of  the  t^^stimonyf — A.  That  was  the  newspaper 
reports  of  the  investigation;  that  was  common  news,  and  more  than  that,  the  Con- 
stitution went  on  to  afiBrm  that  he  wasn't  guilty  of  murder,  because  he  intended 
to  kill  Doyle,  and  got  another  man  by  mistalce,  and  at  most  it  could  only  be 
manslaughter. 

Q.  Did  you  see  that  in  the  Constitution? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  read  that  in  the  Consti- 
tution myself. 

Q.  Yon  say  this  knowledge,  that  what  this  man  said  in  the  preliminary  hearing, 
yon  derivcil  from  the  press? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  press? — A.  I  remember  reading  it  in  the  People's  Party  newspaper;  do 
not  remember  seeing  that  expression  in  any  other  paper. 

Q.  Who  owns  and  edits  that  People's  Party  j)aper? — A.  A  publishing  company — 
"Our  Publishing  Company,"  that  is  the  title  ol"  the  firm. 

Q,  Are  they  the  editors'?  I  asked  who  owned  and  edited  it? — A.  The  paper  is 
owned  by  Our  Publishing  Company.     Mr.  Watson  is  the  editor. 

Q.  Is  he  the  contestant  in  this  case? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  killing  at  Jefferson  County  was  in  1892,  wasn't? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  stated  in  your  direct  testimony  that,  as  you  expressed  it,  they  had  a  way 
of  ^oing  home  from  meeting  shooting  off  pistols.  Now,  is  it  not  true  that  at  those 
political  gatherings  people  were  armed,  and  that  it  was  a  common  thiug? — A. 
Usually  it  was  the  case. 

Q.  That  both  parties  were  armed?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  name  of  that  marshal  at  Bartow  that  was  spoken  of?-«> 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  his  name ? — A.  His  name  was  Hux. 

Q.  Wasn't  he  tried  and  acquitted! — A.  The  justice  did  not  hold  him  at  the  pre- 
liminary investigation ;  he  wasn't  held. 

Q.  Wasn't  he  tried  in  the  superior  court? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  don't  know  anything  about  that,  whether  he  was  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  you  stated  you  went  from  that  meeting  in  Jefferson  County  over  to  Davis- 
boro  a  few  weeks  after  that? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  said  it  was  whispered  about  that  "they  were  going  to  get  you;"  now  I 
would  like  to  understand,  myself — and  I  want  the  committee  which  is  to  pass  upon 
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all  the  evidence  in  this  case — and  ask  you  to  explain  what  you  mean  by  ''whispered 
about.''  When  you  say  it  was  '' whispered/'  do  you  mean  it  was  whispered  in  your 
ear? — A.  I  mean  that  the  plan  to  do  this  leaked  out,  and  that  those  who  were  my 
friends  got  hoM  of  the  plan  and  told  me,  and  told  Mr.  Watson,  and  told  other  parties. 

Q.  Well,  who  were  those  friends  of  yoursf — A.  They  were  Populist  residents  of 
the  place. 

Q.  What  place? — A  Davisboro  and  vicinity.  The  names  I  do  not  now  remember, 
but  the  man  in  whose  house  Mr.  Watson  stopped,  and  in  whose  yard  I  was  taken  for 
safety,  was  one. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  he  say;  what  did  he  tell  .von?— A.  He  told  me  that  there  was  a 

Elan  on  foot  to  do  me  some  harm,  or  take  my  life,  or  words  to  that  effect,  and  that  it 
ad  been  overheard,  either  by  his  son,  a  young  man,  but  by  a  youuf;  man — I  think 
it  was  his  sou — that  that  was  the  time  they  would  get  me  that  night,  while  I  was 
speaking  in  the  open  air. 

Q.  Who  was  going  to  get  you;  who  were  these  conspirators? — A.  Names? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Well,  those  persons  there  knew  their  names,  because  they  were  persons 
who  were  the  element  who  hang  around  tliese  smsiU  towns,  and  who  are  prepartMl  to 
do  most  anything,  but  whose  names  I  do  not  now  know.  It  is  just  a  class  of  young 
rowdies  who  would  do  anything  if  they  could  get  whisky  enough  in  them.  They 
were  known,  and  were  spotteu,  and  were  told  that  they  must  not  attempt  any 
violence. 

Q.  Who  told  them? — A.  The  Populists  present. 

Q.  Did  you  know  their  names  then? — A.  I  heard  them  then,  but  there  was  noeffort 
on  my  part  to  retain  them,  not  having  any  idea  that  1  should  ever  be  called  upon  to 
remember  them ;  but  I  think  facts  rather  than  names  and  dates  is  what  we  endeavor 
to  give,  or  what  we  want. 

Q.  You  don't  know  the  names  of  the  persons  who  reported  this  to  yon,  and  you 
don't  know  the  names  of  these  conspirators  who  contemplated  taking  your  life? — ^A. 
I  repeat,  that  not  having  any  idea  that  names  should  he  used  three  and  one-half 
years  after  that  time,  I  have  failed  to  keep  names  in  my  head,  but  the  facts  stand 
out  vivid. 

Q.  No  effort  was  marie  on  your  life? — A.  No  visible  etf"ort  made. 

Q.  Did  you  go  back  to  Davisboro  after  that  in  1892? — A.  'i'hat  was  my  last  time 
in  Davishoro. 

Q.  Were  you  not  there  in  1894? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  about  there  in  the  neighborhood? — A.  No;  1  did  not  go  near  there. 

Q.  You  were  in  Washington  Connty?— A.  Y'es;  I  was  in  Washington  County;  1 
was  in  some  miles  of  there,  but  not  in  Davisboro. 

Q.  You  have  been  back  to  Jefferson  County,  too,  have  you  not,  since  Hall  was 
killed?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Inti>  the  same  place? — A.  That  Hall  was  killed?    No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Been  near  there? — A.  Not  if  you  would  call  5,  6,  or  8  miles  near;  1  have  not 
been. 

Q.  You  made  a  canvass  of  .leff'erson  County  in  1894? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  of  Washington  County? — A.  1  did. 

Q.  These  scouts  that  you  say  Mr.  Watson  commanded  out  f^om  Davisboro  never 
encountered  any  enemy,  did  thev? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  first  go  to  Thomson,  in  1892?— A.  In  1892. 

Q.  About  what  time  in  1892? — A.  The  hvst  time  I  ever  stopped  in  Thomson  was,! 
think,  in  .Inly,  1892. 

Q.  When  was  it  that  Dr.  Keville  first  opposed  you  there? — A.  After  I  left  Han- 
cock Connty. 

Q.  Didn't  hi)  complain  at  that  lime  that  you  had  been  using  some  offensive  lan- 
guage about  him? — A.  He  didn't  say  ahout  him;  he  said  about  the  Democrats.  His 
remark  was  that  I  said  the  Democrats  had  adopted  bulldozing  tactics,  and  that 
every  man  who  didn't  come  into  their  party  they  would  "bulldoze"  him,  as  was 
tried  there  in  Thomson,  and  he  claimed  that  they  referred  to  him,  but  he  didn't 
claim  that  I  mentioned  his  name. 

Q.  He  did  claim,  then,  that  you  had  used  language  which  was  personally  offensive 
to  him? — A.  He  claimed  to  take  yiersonal  offense  at  Momething  at  which  I  had  said 
oonceming  the  Democrats;  I  had  said  nothing  concerning  him  personally,  nor  did 
he  claim  that. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  he  say  to  you?— A.  Well,  he  opposed  me,  and  said  "You  are 
Doyle,  aren't  you?'*  I  said,  "  Yes."  And  he  said  "I  advise  you,  you  had  better  get 
out  of  this  plare;  that  I  heard  that  you  spoke  about  Democrats  bulldozing  people 
here  in  Thomson,  and  that  I  don't  like  such  as  that,  because  I  won't  stand  it.  and  I 
wonld  like  to  put  a  hiiUet  through  you  anyhow,  and  if  you  ever  say  anything  abont 
me  again,  I'll  do  it."  I  said  ''I  had  said  nothing  about  you,  because  I  don't  know 
you."  **  Well,"  said  he,  "get  on,  it  would  not  take  ranch  to  make  me  do  it  now"— 
that  is,  put  a  bullet  through  me. 
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Q.  Where  did  this  occurf — A.  On  the  depot  platform  in  Thomson,  6a. 

Q.  Anyone  present  except  yon  and  himf — A.  The  freight  agent  and  one  or  two 
colored  men. 

Q.  And  you  separated  there;  you  went  on? — A.  Yes;  I  turned  away  without  say- 
ing anything  further,  iearing  violence,  because  he  had  his  hand  behind  him  while 
talking. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  go? — A.  I  went  on  back  to  the  place  where  I  was  stopping. 
/         Q.  What  place  was  that? — A.  My  stopping  place  in  the  city. 

Q.  Where  was  that f— A.  At  Mrs.  Wheat's. 

Q.  How  long  hud  you  been  stopping  at  Mrs.  Wheat's? — A.  A  day  or  so  up  to  that 
time. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  there? — A.  Well,  not  very  long,  because  I  went  off 
on  the  campaign  tour. 

Q.  But  while  you  were  campaigning  that  was  yonr  headquarters? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
went  away  after  a  day  or  so,  I  now  think  the  next  night,  and  when  I  returned,  he 
renewed  his  questions  concerning  my  being  in  town,  and  sent  for  Wilson,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  direct  testimony. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  he  sent  for  Wilson;  did  you  hear  him  send  for  Wilson? — A.  No, 
sir;  but  the  man  whom  he  asked  to  go  for  bim  came  to  me;  and  in  Mr.  Reville's affi- 
davit, if  yon  might  call  it  that,  he  never  denied  sending  for  Wilson,  but  claims  he 
sent  for  some  other  person  and  purpose. 

Q.  When  this  man  made  this  report  to  you,  you  went  to  Judge  Gross,  thence  to 
Mr.  Watson's? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  I  Ijelieve  that  you  stated  at  one  time  that  there  was  us  many  as  2,000  armed 
men  ? — A.  I  did  not  say  ''  armed  "  men ;  I  said  that  on  Tuesday,  at  our  meeting,  there 
were  2,0U0  men  present  who  were  incensed,  but  complete!)^  under  the  control  of  Mr. 
Watsou,  who  ofiered  no  violence  whatever. 

Q.  How  many  armed  men  were  there? — A.  With  visible  arms? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  I  suppose  around  Mr.  Watson's  house  on  Monday  night  there  were, 
perhaps,  200.  These  persons  left  their  arms  at  the  house  when  we  went  down  into 
the  city  for  our  meeting. 

Q.  Why  did  you  go  into  the  city  for  your  meeting? — A.  Because  Mr.  Watson 
didn't  live  in  town,  and  down  town  was  where  we  had  our  meeting. 

Q.  Did  you  not  first  gather  at  the  court-house? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  march  in  the  procession  down  town? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  VVh>  did  you  move  down  tliere;  why  did  you  not  hold  a  meeting  at  the  court- 
house square? — A.  I  don't  know  any  other  reason  at  present  except  because  we  pre- 
ferred to  go  down  town  :  I  do  not  know  any  other  cause  except  that. 

t^.  Who  summoned  these  armed  men  there?— A.  The  sheriff  of  MoDuffle  County 
summoned  a  posse  to  protect  Mr.  W^atson  and  myself,  and  Mr.  Watson's  friends 
came  also. 

(^.  You  say  that  the  sheriff  summoned  the  posse? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  Mr.  W^atson's  friends  came  outside  of  that? — A.  Came,  of  course,  to  see 
that  no  harm  was  <l(Uie  me— some  armed  and  some  not,  of  course. 

Q.  They  came  from  two  or  three  counties  around,  did  they?— A.  Yes,  sir;  from 
Lincoln,  Columltia,  McDnffie,  and  Warren. 

Q.  How  did  they  know  about  this;  who  sent  them  word  that  anything  unusual 
was  going  on? — A.  Mr.  ICIIington  first  sent  out  word  to  tlie  liamls  on  his  place,  and 
each  man  when  he  received  the  news  came  immediately  and  sent  word  to  his  nei>;h- 
bor,  so  that  it  was  only  a  short  time  before  there  were  quite  a  number  of  men,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  giving,  but  averting  violeme. 

Q.  Who  was  Mr.  Ellington;  what  relation  did  he  sustain  toward  Mr.  Watson? — 
A  Mr.  Kllington  was  a  personal  friend  of  Mr.  W^atson,  and  one  of  the  leading  Popu- 
lists of  the  State. 

Q.  Now  you  say  he  sent  all  his  hands  out  of  his  place;  what  message  did  they 
carry? — A.  With  the  news  that  Mr.  Watson  was  probably  in  danger  of  being  hurt; 
that  the  Democrats  had  threatened  to  hurt  Doyle,  aud  Mr.  Watson  was  probably  in 
danger  of  being  hurt,  because  Doyle  was  at  his  house. 

Q.  What  signs  or  evidences  was  there  of  the  organization  of  a  mob  to  do  him  or 
you  any  violence? — A.  I  am  sure  that  this  question  asked  by  contestee  is  fully  cov- 
ered by  aftidavits  aud  testimony  that  will  be  submitte<l  other  than  this,  so  I  do  not 
care  to  answer  that  question:  but  I  can  say  that  these  persons  made  afhdavit  of 
things  that  they  heard,  of  declarations  that  they  intended  to  get  me;  if  necessary, 
break  W^atson's  doors  in  or  get  him  out  of  the  way  to  do  it. 

Q.  Now  you  have  spoken  of  affidavits  that  will  he  submitted  in  evidence  in  this 
case — you  refer  them  to  me  for  an  answer? — A.  W>11, 1  made  the  statement  that  this 
question  will  be  so  much  more  fully  covered  than  I  can  do  it. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  these  atHdavits  are  going  to  be  used  in  this  case? — 
A.  The  facts  that  we  wish  to  substantiate  rest  principally  upon  attempted  violence 
and  coercion,  and  my  natural  presumption  is  tnat  this  will  be  a  part  of  the  main 
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evidence  that  will  be  delivered  in  the  contest  case;  I  did  not  say  that  I  knew  it;  I 
have  reason  to  believe  it. 

Q.  How  many  Democrats  were  there  in  Thomson  f — A.  In  Thomson  f 

Q.  Yes:  at  that  time? — ^A.  I  have  no  idea;  but  there  were  more  Democrats  in  the 
municipality  than  Populists. 

Q.  It  was  a  small  town? — A.  Yes;  perhaps  of  2,000. 

Q.  How  many  Democratic  men,  I  mean! — ^A.  I  suppose  a  couple  of  hundred,  at  a 
conservative  estimate. 

Q.  The  county  was  was  largely  Populist,  was  it  not? — A.  Y^es,  sir. 

Q.  The  whole  surrounding  country  also  was  Populist — I  mean  McDuffle,  Lincoln, 
Warren? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  counties  also. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  Democrats  there  denied  that  there  was  any  purpose  to  do 
you  any  violence  by  a  mob  ? — A.  They  tried  to  laugh  the  matter  off,  after  their  scheme 
fell  through,  it  is  true.  Some  declared  that  they  ''had  no  intention  of  lynching,  but 
meant  to  take  him  off  and  give  him  a  good  whipping,  and  make  him  leave  the  town.*' 

Q.  Didn't  Dr.  Reviile  deny  he  was  there  the  Sunday  afternoon  of  your  arrival? — 
A.  No,  sir;  he  never  denied  that. 

Q.  Didn't  he  claim  he  was  in  the  country  at  the  time? — A.  At  the  time  I  arrived* 
or  all  the  time  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  I  don't  know  what  he  affirmed  about  the  hour  at  which  I  arrived, 
but  he  never  denied  of  his  being  away  from  the  town  all  that  day. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Wilson,  that  you  say  he  wanted  to  send  for,  didu't  he  deny  that  he  had 
any  designs  against  you  ? — A.  I  can't  say  that  I  know  the  exact  wording  of  his  denial. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  that  the  mayor  of  Thomson  went  to  Mr.  Watson's  boose  and 
assured  him  if  any  attempt  was  made  to  do  you  vi<ilence  he  would  aid  yonf — ^A.  He 
did  not  make  any  such  promises,  for  he  seemen  disposed  not  to  believe,  or  pretended 
that  he  did  not  believe,  that  such  thing  was  necessary,  and  declared  to  Mr.  Watson 
that  he  wouldn't  be  responsible. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  for  two  or  three  days  and  nights  the  women  and  the 
children  and  the  peaceable  citizens  of  Thomson  were  terrorized  by  a  large  gather- 
ing of  armed  and  highly  excited  men? — A.  Explain  what  yon  mean  by  their  being 
terrorized. 

Q.  That  they  were  afraid. — ^A.  Do  yon  mean  that  it  was  the  object  of  thoee  men 
to  terrorize. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  about  their  object ;  I  am  getting  at  the  thing  as  a  matter  of  fact.— 
A.  I  answer  this,  that  the  town  was  in  the  height  of  excitement,  and  naturally  every- 
body  felt  alarmed — every  one. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  that  affidavits  were  made  by  the  men  who  were  charged  with 
that  scheme  to  do  you  violence,  denying  it?— A.  I  know,  as  I  stated  above,  that  they 
affirmed  that  they  did  not  intend  violeuce  after  they  were  thwarted;  which,  of 
course,  would  be  the  only  ratioual  declaration  they  could  make. 

Q.  Well,  now,  I  ask  yon  this  simple  question :  state  all  the  evidences  that  yon  saw 
there  of  the  organization  of  a  mob,  or  anythiuff  of  that  kind,  to  do  you  violence? — 
A.  In  the  first  place,  I  don't  think  a  man  would  stand  and  see  a  mob  organized  to  do 
him  violence,  at  least  I  wouldn't.  As  soon  as  this  man  came  to  me  with  the  news 
that  Reviile  was  again  after  me,  and  had  endeavored  to  get  him  to  go  for  Wilson, 
and  advised  me  to  get  to  some  place  of  safety,  I  immediately  went  to  Mr.  Watson's 
house  and  stayed  indoors. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  out  any  more  until  it  was  all  over? — A.  I  did  not  go  out  any 
more. 

Q.  And  on  the  statement  of  this  man  that  Reviile  had  sent  for  Wilson,  the  sheriff 
summoned  this  posse,  this  band  of  armed  men  came  into  this  town^  and  there  was  a 
gathering  there  that  finally  numbered  as  much  as  2, 000  people,  which,  you  say,  were 
very  indignant  and  infuriated? — A.  I  don't  want  to  say  all  of  that.  I  claim  that  the 
state  of  excitement  at  that  time  was  such  that  this  statement,  added  to  others  that 
had  been  given  out,  formed  the  last  straw.  It  was  known  all  over  the  town  that 
Reviile  had  threatened  to  do  me  violence  on  the  next  provocation,  and  that  he  is  a 
violent  man  and  would  not  hesitate  to  do  violence  if  he  wished,  having  the  machin- 
ery of  the  law  behind  him,  of  course,  and  that,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  the 
sheriff  took  the  steps  that  he  did,  not  solely  on  this  declaration,  but  on  many  others 
that  led  up  to  this. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  some  of  the  others  and  by  whom  they  were  made? — A.  I  think  I 
have  given  the  general  state  of  feeling,  and  the  fact  that  Reviile  had  threatened 
me,  and  that  Democrats  had  assailed  Populists  on  the  streets,  and  that  things  were 
ripe  for  trouble ;  the  sheriff  took  this,  as  I  repeat,  as  a  precautionary  measure. 

Q.  What  Populists  had  been  assailed  by  the  Democrats  iu  the  streete  of  Thomson  ? — 
A.  Mr.  West,  Mr.  Ellington,  had  been  assailed  by  Reviile  and  Wilson,  I  believe.  I 
am  sure  Reviile,  and  I  believe  Wilson  was  the  other  man.  Naturally,  when  they 
heard  that  these  two  men  were  on  the  warpath  again,  they  thought  they  had  better 
take  safety  measures. 
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Q.  Are  yoa  sure  that  the  difficulty  between  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Ellington  was 
before  thief — A.  Oh,  yea,  air;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  yoa  spoke  in  a  general  way  about  the  use  of  whisky  by  Democrats.  Was 
there  no  whisky  ever  used  by  the  Populists  f — A.  From  my  knowledge  and  obsejrva- 
tion  there  was  not,  for  myself  and  Mr.  Watson  opposed  the  use  of  whisky. 

Q.  Did  you  never  have  any  meetings  where  you  had  refreshments  and  somethin^^ 
to  drink.  I  don't  mean  you  and  Mr.  Watson  personally,  hut  the  party  f — A.  We  had 
rallies,  People's  Party  rallies,  at  which  barbecue  was  served,  but  as  far  as  whisky 
and  such  things  were  concerned  I  have  never  known  it. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  intoxicated  Populists  at  any  of  these  meetings? — ^A. 
Yes.  sir :  I  have  seen  some  that  had  been  drinking  pretty  heavily,  but  I  am  prepared 
to  say  tnat  the  managers  of  the  Populist  meetings,  in  campaign,  did  not  use  whisky. 
It  was  one  of  the  things  that  we  openly  fought  in  the  Democratic  campaign. 

Q.  You  spoke  about ''  herding"  the  colored  people,  and  carrying  them  to  the  poUs 
in  crowds  by  the  Democrats.  Was  that  never  done  by  the  Populists? — A.  in  no 
place  were  Populists  ever  herded  that  I  know  of.    1  never  heard  of  it. 

Q.  Did  yon  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  that  was  done  by  the  Democrats,  or  in 
a  way  that  yon  considered  reliable? — A.  My  knowledge  only  comes  from  reliable, 
sources,  and  as  for  briuging  them  in  in  wagons,  and  guarding  them  until  they  oast 
their  ballot,  that  I  saw  with  my  own  eyes. 

Q.  Where ?~A.  At  Thombon  and  Hancock  and  Sparta. 

Q.  When  you  speak  now  of  Sparta,  you  had  reference  to  the  State  election  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  the  Populists  there  in  McDuffie  County,  didn't  they  get  the  colored  pec* 
pie  together  in  crowds  and  march  them  up  to  tlie  polls? — A.  1  was  at  the  polls  the 
principal  part  of  the  day,  and  one  thing  which  pleased  me  was  that  the  Populists- 
left  their  men  to  vote  as  they  pleased,  while  the  Democrats  would  bring  them  in 
wagons  and  would  not  let  them  oreak  ranks  until  they  had  put  in  the  ballot  that  was 
put  in  their  hands. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  that  this  practice  was  not  carried  on  by  the  Populist's  in  other 
places  in  the  district? — A.  I  can  say  this,  that  our  whole  talk  was  an  appeal  to  the 
better  side  of  the  people,  endeavoring  to  get  them  to  think  and  vote  on  their  own 
responsibility,  and  to  make  this  unnecessary.  These  were  the  things  which  we 
denounced  in  the  methods  of  onr  opponents,  and  therefore  could  not  anord  to  resort 
to  them  ourselves. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  plead  guilty  in  the  court  there,  in  Augusta,  to  the  carrying  of  con- 
cealed weapons?— A.  On  the  advice  of  my  lawyer,  I  did. 

Q.  He  is  a  highly  respectable  colored  mau  there,  isn't  he? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  paid  your  poll  tax  in  Georgia? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Up  to  what  time?— A.  Up  to  1895. 

Q.  Up  to  1895 — in  what  county? — A.  Dodge  County. 

Q.  When  did  yon  leave  the  Tenth  district — I  mean  to  move  away  ? — A.  My  resi- 
dence was  in  Dodge  County;  that  is  where  my  property  is. 

Q.  You  paid  your  poll  tax  there? — A.  In  Dodge  County;  I  did. 

Q.  Was  that  your  residence? — A.  What  I  called  my  permanent  home? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  In  Dodge  County  in  1892,  and  always  has  been — of  course  I  pas- 
tored  in  the  Tenth  district,  living  there  ten  or  eleven  months. 

Q.  After  the  campaign  of  1892,  where  did  you  go? — A.  I  went  to  Alabama;  that 
was  about  the  first  of  1893. 

Q.  And  remained  there  until  the  campaign  of  1894,  did  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
making,  of  course,  visits  home  to  the  State. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  other  than  political  trouble  in  Georgia  connected  with  your 
going  away? — A.  No,  sir;  and  even  my  political  trouble  was  not  the  cause  of  my 
going  awav ;  I  did  not  leave  the  State  on  that  account. 

Q.  All  these  acts  of  violence  to  you,  to  which  you  have  testified,  were  in  1892? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  came  back  aud  canvassed  the  district  in  1894 — in  the  Congressional  cam- 
paign of  1894? — A.  With  the  exception  of  the  counties  of  Richmond  and  Hancock. 

Q.  Were  you  paid  for  that  service?  -A.  I  was  paid  for  my  actual  service  rendered 
in  the  campaign  for  actual  time.  At  each  speech  I  would  pass  the  hat  for  expenses, 
stating  clearly  to  the  people  that  we  had  no  campaign  fund.  When  the  campaign 
had  closed,  whatever  of  expenses  was  lacking  was  made  up,  and  I  received  the 
compensation  of  $2.50  a  day:  this  applies  to  1892.  In  1894  I  told  Mr.  Watson  that 
I  would  cotre  over  and  help  nim,  and  that  the  matter  of  compensation  would  be  no 
consideration;  that  I  should  make  no  charges  at  all  for  my  services;  that  if  I  failed 
to  raise  my  expenses  I  should  expect  him  to  make  it  up  for  me,  and  if  his  friends 
saw  tit  to  give  me  anything  at  the  close  of  the  campaign  it  would  be  all  right; 
but  I  was  to  receive  no  stated  sum  whatever.  I  volunteered  my  services  in  1894. 
At  the  close  of  tlie  campaign  the  friends  of  Mr.  Watson  made  me  up  $50. 

Q.  At  the  close  of  the  campaign  of  1^94  you  went  back  to  Alabama  and  resided 
there  until  you  came  here  ? — A.  \  es,  sir. 
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Q.  When!— A.  July,  1895. 
'  Q.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  in  your  church  down  there  in  Georgia  that  led  to 
your  transfer  to  Alabama f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Wer^  you  regularly  transferred  from  the  Georgia  to  the  Alabama  conference? — 
A.  I  was  regularly  transferred. 

All  of  the  evidence  elicited  on  cross-examination  was  over  the  objection  of  counsel 
for  contestant,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  irrelevant,  immaterial,  not  responsive  to 
the  direct  examination,  and  not  admissible  in  evidence. 

Redirect  examination  by  Mr.  Michenkr  : 

-  Q.  You  may  state  whether  or  not  at  Thomson,  Ga.,  on  the  occasion  of  the  threats 
of  Dr.  Reville  being  reported  to  you  and  your  taking  refuge  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
Watson,  yon  believed  and  thought  that  you  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  yon 
were  in  danger  of  bodily  peril. 

(C-ontestee  objects  to  this  question,  unless  witness  will  state  the  rea8^>ns  on  which 
his  fears  were  based,  so  that  the  tribunal  to  pass  on  this  case  may  determine  whether 
they  were  reasonable  or  not.) 

A.  I  most  assuredly  believed  so  from  representations  that  would  be  hard  to  impress 
now,  beini;  so  far  removed  from  the  scenes— but  which  only  a  mau  can  feel  when  he 
is  in  the  midst  of  those  scenes — ^and  which  1  have  endeavored  to  state  in  my  exami- 
nations. 

H.  Seb.  Doylk. 
City  of  Washington,  IHstrict  of  Columbia^  m; 

I,  Jj.  P.  Squit'T,  notary  public,  do  hereby  certify  that  at  the  law  office  of  Dudley  &. 
^ichoner,  No.  622  F  street  NW..  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  Tuesday,  Feb- 
ruary 25,  A.  D.  1896,  appeared  L.  T.  Michener,  as  counsel  for  contestant,  Thomas  £. 
Watson,  and  that  the  contestee  appeared  in  person,  and  thereupon  was  taken  the 
deposition  of  the  witness,  H.  S.  Doyle,  in  all  things  pursuant  to  the  annexed  notice, 
to  ne  used  in  evidence  in  the  case  of  Thomas  E.  WatHon  c,  James  C.  C.  Black,  from 
the  Tenth  Congre^sional  district,  in  the  State  of  Georgia;  that  the  deposition  of  the 
9aid  witness  was  reduced  to  writing  in  my  presence  and  nnder  my  direction,  and 
was  read  over  by  the  witness,  and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  presence,  the  witness 
having  been  by  me  first  duly  affirmed  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth  touching  the  matter  at  issue  in  the  said  case. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  han<l  and  notarial  seal  this  28th  day  of 
February,  A.  D.  I8i»6. 

[seal.]  L.  p.  Squier,  Notary  Public, 

Notices  of  the  taking  of  testimony. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  inclosed  are  the  copies  of  notices  of  the  taking  of  testi- 
mony, as  handed  me  by  the  attorneys  of  the  contestant,  properly  signed  and  certi* 
fied  to. 

This  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

•   [SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  P»hlic  of  JXichmond  County^  Ga, 
Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black: 

Take  notice  that  at  the  court-house  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga., 
•commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian  time,  I  will,  on  December  11, 
189.5,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examination  is  completed,  before  Sam. 
T.  Potts,  jr.,  a  notary  public  of  Richmond  County,  Ga.,  take  the  testimony  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named witnesses,  to  wit:  Rev.  Wm.  Dunbar.  .Jasper  Shirley,  John  Anderson, 
W.  B.  Stradley,  Oscar  Cook,  William  Hopkins,  J.  D.  Quizenby,  .J.  R.  Littleton,  John 
Kalbfleisch,  S.  L.  Gay,  Gus  Jones,  S.  H.  Holley,  J.  W.  Gojibee,  E.  J.  Dunn.  W.  R.  Little- 
ton, W.  K.  Nelson,  Samuel  Cobb,  £.  £.  Murphev,  Peter  Kalbfieisch,  Columbus  Hawkins, 
Elbert  Mays,  M.  H.  Holland,  W.  H.  Nelson,  J.  R.  Forbes,  W.  H.  Jordan,  C.  F.  Broxton, 
Geo.  Mears,  S.  C.  Read,  jr.,  C.  C.  Ivey,  and  Eli  Bums,  all  residents  of  Richmond  County, 
Ga. ;  said  testimony  to  be  used  by  me  in  a  contest  against  you  for  Representative  in 
the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

Take  notice  that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  take  any  evidence  on  December  10,  as 
contained  in  my  notice  to  you  on  December  6,  and  the  notice  hereby  given  is  intended 
to  supersede  the  notice  of* taking  of  testimony  served  on  yon  on  December  6, 1895. 
This  9th  day  of  December,  1895. 

Thos.  E.  Watsox. 
By  Glenn  &  Roundtbeb, 
J  no.  T.  West, 
B.  M.  Gross, 

Attorneys  <A  Law. 
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State  of  Georgia,  JRiohmond  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  M.  H.  Mizon,  who  on  oath  says  that  on  the  9th  day 
of  December,  1895,  he  served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  personally  on  J.  R.  Lamar^ 
esq.,  attorney  at  law  of  Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black. 

This  12th  day  of  December,  1895. 

M.  H.  MixoN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  roe  this  12th  day  of  December,  1895. 

[8ea£.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black: 

Yon  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  conrt-honse  in  the  city  of  Angnsta,  Richmond 
County,  Ga.,  comnienciug  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian  time,  I  will,  on 
December  16,  1895,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examination  is  com- 
pleted, before  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr.,  a  notary  public  of  Richmond  County,  Ga.,  take  the 
testimony  of  the  followiug-named  witnesses,  to  wit :  D.  J.  Austin,  Edward  Toole,  L.  H. 
Hankerson,  J.  L.  Cartledge,  S.  T.  Potts,  sr.,  W.  F.  Reese,  G.  W.  Montgomery,  J.L.  John- 
son, W.  D.  Beckoni,  W.  C.  Williams,  John  R.  White,  C.  T.  Riser,  J.  B.  Yelldell,  C.  L. 
Wade,  C.  Dillon,  W.  E.  Wall,  B.  Palmer.  W.  W.  Davis,  A.  J.  Thaoker,  J.  E.  Rhodes,  J.  D. 
Morris,  Frank  J.  Vo^el,  Littleton  R.  Smith,  Mack  Cartledge,  O.  D.  Florence,  G.  W. 
Allen,  Chas.  Caldwell,  Yancy  Powell,  W.  M.  Corley,  B.  M.  Baxley,  Sam  Cheeks.  L.  T. 
Wade,  L.  W.  Gunter,  W.  S.  Radford,  Lee  Butts,  James  Barrett,  A.  P.  Dicks,  John  T. 
Bateman,  O.  P.  McCarthy,  W.  J.  HeAth,  U.  S.  Watkius,  J.  L.  Bo8tic,*Add  Layton,E. 
Redfern,  Walter  J.  Powell,  R.  M.  Hampton,  J.  D.  Phillips,  John  S.  Campbell,  G.  M. 
Young,  W. M.  Wishum,  F.  M.  Parks,©.  W.  Heath,  J.  W.  Cartledge,  Robert  R. Heath, 
H.B.  Whitehead,  W.  McDowell,  Chas.  E.  Parish,  John  E.  Couch,  W.  A.  Brown,  J.  E. 
Duncan,  H.  B.  Goetchius,  John  Leonard,  James  Wiseman,  John  Pardee,  Andrew  John* 
son,  col.,  Robt.  Ingram,  O.  P.  Doolittle,  F.  M.  Clarke,  W.  O.  Barnes,  Fred.  W.  James^ 
John  C.  Rae,  H.  C.  Dennis,  P.  H.  Hudson,  Berry  Harris,  Henry  Dicks,  Mose  Brannan, 
F.  L.  Hamilton,  Robert  Ingram,  Huehey  Douglass,  A.  B.  Saxon,  W.  H.  Hargravea, 
N.  G.  Jacks,  J.  B.  Perry,  A.  B.  Saxon,  H.  L.  Thompson,  Nat  Tatum,  Beauregard  J  enkinSi 
J.  J.  Grlbble,  C.  C.  Burch,  B.  J.  Clark,  Ransom  Abrams,  Simon  Johnson,  W.  M.  Russell, 
Frank  Miller,  Zack  Moss,  A.  .7.  Jefferson,  Grandison  Harris,  John  Eidson,  Geo.  S.  Mnr- 

8hy,  Jesse  Thompson,  W.  C.  Kulkie,  Kelly  Scarboro,  all  residents  of  Richmond  County, 
ra. :  said  testimony  to  be  used  by  me  in  my  contest  against  you  for  Representative 
in  tne  Fifty-fourth  Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

This  evidence  is  not  to  supersede  the  taking  of  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  of 
the  taking  of  whose  testimony  you  have  alreiKly  been  served  notice,  but  is  to  be 
taken  in  connection  with  the  evidence  of  those  witnesses  of  which  you  have  been 
served  with  notice,  it  being  the  intention  to  take  the  testimony  of  witnesses  of  which 
yon  have  been  previously  served  with  notice  and  of  these  whose  names  are  contained 
in  this  notice,  using  witnesses  named  in  either  notice  as  may  be  most  convenient. 
This  13th  day  of  December,  1895. 

Thos.  E.  Watson. 
By  Glenn  &  Roundtreb, 
Jno.  T.  West, 
B.  M.  Gross, 

Attorneys  at  Law, 
State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  M.  H.  Mixon,  who  on  oath  says  that  on  the  13th  day 
of  December,  1895,  he  served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq.,  attor- 
ney at  law  of  Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black. 

This  14th  day  of  December,  1895.  M.  H.  MixoN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  14th  day  of  December,  1895. 

[seal.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black  : 

Yon  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house  in  the  town  of  Thomson,  county 
of  McDuffie,  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  10  o^clock  a  m.,  seventy-fifth  merid- 
ian time,  I  will,  on  January  2,  1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  exam- 
ination is  completed,  before  Judge  John  A.  Faucett,  ordinary  of  said  McDoffie 
County,  State  of  Georgia^  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  to- 
wit:  T.  H.  Remsen,  N.  W.  Stephenson,  and  A.  R.  Strother,  all  residents  of  Lincoln 
County,  State  of  Georgia;  Georire  W.  Gray,  C.  M.  Hill,  Horace  Clary,  W.  W.  Ramseyi 
Wm.  Lansdelly  and  Ed.  Gray,  all  residents  of  Columbia  County;  C.  W.  Geesling, 
C.  E.  McGreger,  R.  W.  Fowler,  W.  M.  Hawes,  and  H.  A.  Holliman,  all  residents  of  War- 
ren County,  State  of  Georgia;  Yance  Pemell,  John  W.  Waller,  and  George  R.  Brown, 
all  residents  of  Hancock  County,  State  of  Georgia;  W.T.  Askew,  a  resident  of 
Washington  County,  State  of  Georgia;  T.  H.  Warren  and  C.  W.  Moxley,  all  residents 
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of  Jefferson  Coanty,  State  of  Georgia;  George  W.  Mitchell,  a  resident  of  Taliaferro 
Coanty,  State  ot*  Georgia;  and  J.  A.  Masooi  E.  C.  Pieroe,  W.  G.  Lewis,  Joel  T.  Pierce, 
and  S.J.  Fountain,  all  residents  of  Wilkinson  County,  State  of  Georgia;  said  testi- 
mony to  be  used  by  me  in  my  contest  against  you  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty- 
fourth  Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

The  taking  of  said  testimony  not  to  supersede  the  taking  of  testimony  before  Sam- 
uel T.  Potts,  in  Richmond  County,  State  of  Georgia,  but  in  addition  thereto. 
This  30th  day  of  December,  1895. 

Thos.  E.  Watsox. 
By  Glenn  &  Roundtke^, 
Jno.  T.  West, 
,  B.  M.  Gross, 

Attomejfs  at  Law. 
6TATB  OF  GEORGIA;  Richmond  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  M.  H.  Mixon,  who  on  oath  says  that  on  the  30th 
day  of  December,  1895,  he  personally  served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  Boykin 
Wright,  esq.,  attorney  at  law  of  Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black. 

This  30th  day  of  December,  1895.  M.  H.  Mixon. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  of  December,  1895. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

Hon.  Jambs  C.  C.  Black: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house,  in  the  town  of  Thomson,  conntvof 
McDuffie,  State  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  8  a.  m.,  I  will,  on  January  8, 1896,  before 
Judge  John  A.  F.  Faucett,  ordinary  of  said  McDuffie  County,  State  of  Georffia^  take 
the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  to  wit :  A.  J.  Williams,  J.  J.  Whiham, 
and  C.  W.  Moxley,  all  residents  of  Jefferson  Countj^^,  State  of  Georgia;  and  French 
Btrange,  a  resident  of  Fulton  County,  State  of  Georgia,  said  testimony  to  be  nsed  by 
me  in  my  contest  against  you  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  from 
the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

This  evidence  is  not  to  supersede  the  taking  of  the  evidence  of  the  witneaaes,  of 
the  taking  of  whose  testimony  you  have  already  been  served  with  notice,  but  is  to 
be  taken  in  connection  with  the  evidence  of  these  witnesses,  of  which  you  have 
"been  served  with  notice ;  it  being  the  intention  to  take  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses 
of  which  you  have  been  previously  served  with  notice,  and  of  these  whose  names  are 
contained  in  this  notice,  using  witnesses  named  in  either  notice,  as  may  be  most 
convenient. 

This  6th  day  of  January,  1896. 

Thos.  E.  Watson. 
By  Glenn  &  Rocndtree, 
John  T.  West, 
B.  M.  Gross, 

Bis  Attorneys  at  Law, 
State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  M.  H.  Mixon,  who,  on  oath  says  that  on  the  6th  day 
•of  January,  1896,  he  served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  Boykin  Wright,  esq.,  attor- 
ney at  law  of  Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black. 

This  8th  day  of  January,  1896.  M.  H.  MixON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1896. 

Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 
Notary  Public,  Richmond  County,  Ga, 

Hon.  J  AS.  C.  C.  Black  : 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-house  at  Irwin  ton,  Ga.,  Wilkinson  County, 
State  of  Georgia,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian  time,  I  will,  on  February  26, 
1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examination  is  completed,  before  J. 
F.  Lingo,  a  notary  public  of  said  county,  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named 
witnesses,  to  wit :  L.  A.  Hatfield,  Joe  T.  Pierce,  S.  J.  Fountain,  J.  A.  Mason,  J.  U.  Par- 
ker, £.  C.  Pierce,  Wm.  McDaniel,  and  J.  F.  Billiue,  all  residents  of  Wilkinson  County, 
Ga. 

Also  at  Stellavllle,  Jefferson  County,  State  of  Georgia,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy- 
fifth  meridian  time,  on  February  20, 1896,  before  T.  A.  Scarboro,  notary  public  of  said 
county,  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  to  wit :  R.  W.  Under- 
wood, J.  B.  Kemp,  Brice  Tillman,  John  Brassell,  A.  J.  M.  Jordan,  Charles  Harden,  J.  B. 
Rois,  Dr.  C.  M.  Kitchens,  J.  M.  Aldred,  J.  J.  Streetman,  Claburn  Lyons,  A.  W.  Tarver,  B. 
P.  Wren,  T.  E.  Swan,  D.  M.  Amerett,  John  Parish,  Wesley  Jackson,  Pteston  Johnson, 
J.  F.  Hannah,  Dr.  J.  W.  Pilcher,  Ram  Fleming,  Jeffrey  Barton,  Ben  Jackson,  W.  C.  Pol- 
lard, J.  E.  Fleming,  B.  S.  Carswell,  Isaac  Lockhart,  Jas.  Roberson,  C.  W.  Moxley,  J.  D. 
H.  Alexander,  Morris  Adams,  Reuben  Roberson,  S.  B.  Tarver,  J.  W.  Whigam,  John 
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Tarver,  Jesse  Murphy,  John  Thomas,  Will  Clements,  J.  Walter  Stapleton,  W.  G.  Wal- 
den,  Poe  Laudrum,  Man  Padgett,  A.  W.  Allen,  Rev.  Edmond  Barton,  Sam  Tooke,  jr., 
J.  F.  Upton,  Sandy  Evans,  Dan  Gross,  Joe  Denny,  Alex.  Francis,  Jesse  W.  Stapleton, 
S.G.Stephens,  Jas.  W.  Perdue,  T.  H.Warren,  J.  B.  Whigam,  Austin  Jones,  Bryson 
Boyd,  Bill  Brown,  Henry  Both  well,  Robt.  Kelly,  and  G.  S.  Farmer,  all  residents  of  Jef- 
feraon  County,  and  S.  M.  Walden  of  Emanuel  County. 

Also  at  Thomson,  Ga.,  MoDufUe  County,  on  February  19,  1896,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m., 
seventy-fifth  meridian  time,  before  John  A.  Faucett,  ordinary  of  said  county,  take  the 
evidence  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  to  wit:  R.  E.  Ramsey,  W.  W.  Ramsey, 
Wm.  Lansdell,  M.  I.  Branch,  Wm.  Benton,  Geo.  W.  Gray,  Geo.  M.  Olive,  L.  L.  Magruder, 
and  John  L.  Smith,  all  residents  of  Columbia  County,  Ga. 

Also  I  myself  Thos.  E.  Watson,  E.  W.  Hawes,  Geo.  W.  Bentley,  O.  M.  Eli,  J:.  V. 
White,  and  Mnch  Wilson,  all  residents  of  McDuffie  County,  Ga.     "  ^ 

Also  T.  H.  Remsen,  Jim  Edmondson,  Sam  Edmonds,  Geo.  W.  Bentley,  N.  W.  Stephen- 
son, all  residents  of  Lincoln  County,  Ga. 

Also  at  court-house  at  Warrenton,  Warren  County,  Ga.,  on  February  19, 1896,  com- 
mencing at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy -fifth  meridian  time,  before  T.  J.  Cumming.  ordi- 
nary of  said  county,  the  following-named  witnesses:  C.  E.  McGregor,  W.  R.  Pool,  and 
AufTUStns  Hill  of  Warren  County,  Ga. 

Also  at  court-house  in  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m., 
nintieth  meridian  time,  on  February  19,  1896,  before  S.  T.  Potts,  a  notary  public  of 
said  county,  take  the  testimony  of  the  folio  wins-named  witnesses,  to  wU:  Wm.  B. 
Stradley,  Wm.  Dunbar,  S.  T.  Potts,  sr.,  David  Slusky,  Geo.  S.  Murphy,  J.  L.  Caulledge, 
and  Rev.  J.  R.  King  of  Klberton,  Ga.,  all  residents  of  Richmond  County,  Ga.  The  tak- 
ing of  said  testimony  to  continue  from  day  to  day  until  examination  is  coniplet-ed.  Said 
testimony  to  be  used  by  me  in  my  contest  against  you  for  Reprchentative  of  the  Fifty- 
foarth  Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

Thos.  E.  Watson. 

By  GlKNN  &  ROUNDTRBE, 

John  T.  West, 
B.  M.  Gross, 

Hia  Attorney B  at  Law, 
Gboroia,  Biohmand  County : 

Personally  comes  B.  M.  Gross,  who  on  oath  says  he  this  day  served  a  copy  of 
within  notice  on  James  C.  C.  Black,  by  serving  a  copy  on  his  attorney  of  record, 
C.  H.  Cohen,  personally. 

B.  M.  Gross. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  February  17, 1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam,  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  will  take  the  testimony  to  be  used  by  me  in  my  con- 
test against  you  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  from  the  Tenth 
Congressional  district  of  Georgia,  commencing  at  10  o'clock,  sevent^'-fifth  meridian 
time,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  taking  of  said  evidence  is  completed, 
before  S.  T.  Potts,  on  20th  day  of  February,  1896,  a  notar}*  public  of  Richmond 
County,  Ga.,  at  the  court-house  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga.,  take 
the  testimony  of  Claiborn  Suead,  a  resident  of  Columbia  County,  Ga. ;  R.  C.  Deas 
and  W.  J.  Deas,  F.  L.  Bassett,  John  T.  Botemau,  residents  of  Richmond  County,  Ga. 
Also  on  the  20th  day  of  February,  1896,  before  John  A.  Faucett,  ordinary  of  McDuffie 
County,  at  the  court-house  in  Thomson,  McDuffie  County,  Ga.,  take  the  testimony  of 
the  following-named  witnesses:  J.  R.  Irby,  Julius  Flory,  John  W^aller,  Manor  Saun- 
ders, all  residents  of  Hancock  County,  Ga. :  Robert  Culpepper  and  J.  F.  Watson, 
Judson  Wilson,  Thomas  Durst,  Church  Culpepper,  residents  of  McDuffie  County, 
Oa. ;  said  testimony  to  be  in  addition  to  that  of  which  you  have  already  had  notice, 
and  not  to  supersede  the  taking  of  same  in  any  county  or  place. 

Thos.  E.  Watson.  ** 

By  Glenn  &  Roundtree, 
John  T.  West, 
B.  M.  Gross, 

His  Attorneys  at  Late. 
Georgla,  Richmond  County : 

Personally  comes  John  T.  West,  who  on  oath  says  he  this  day  served  a  copy  of 
within  notice  on  Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black  by  serving  a  copy  personally  on  C.  H. 
Cohen,  one  of  the  attorneys  representing  him  in  the  contest  case  of  Thos.  E.  Watson 
V.  Jas.  C.  C.  Black. 

John  T.  West. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  18th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[8KAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 
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Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black: 

Yoa  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  court-honse  at  Thomson,  McDuffie  Coantj, 
Ga.,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian  time,  I  will,  on  Febmary 
24y  1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examination  is  completed,  before 
John  A.  Faucett,  ordinary  of  said  McDuffie  Connt3%  Ga.,  take  the  testimony  of  the 
following-named  witnesses,  to  wit:  R.  H.  Pierce,  a  resident  of  McDuffie  Coan'ty,  6a. ; 
\V.  S.  Lazenbj^,  a  resident  of  Columbia  County,  Ga.,  and  of  Adolphns  Strother,  a 
resident  of  Lincoln  County,  Ga. 

Also,  that  at  the  court-house  at  Warrenton,  Warren  County,  Ga.,  commencing  at 
10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian  time,  on  February  24,  1896,  and  continuing 
froQ^day  to  day  until  the  examination  is  completed,  before  T.  J.  Cumming,  ordinary 
of  said  VVarren  County,  Ga.,  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses, 
to  wit:  John  H.  Hall,  H.  A.  Holliman,  Warren  Turner,  J.  H.  Robinson,  F.  R.  Pool, 
and  Augustus  Hill,  all  residents  of  Warren  County,  Ga. 

Also,  that  at  the  court-house  at  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga.,  commencing  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian  time,  on  February  24,  1896,  and  continning 
from  day  to  day  until  the  examination  is  completed,  before  S.  T.  Potts,  jr.,  a  notary 
public  of  Richmond  County,  Ga.,  take  the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses, 
to  wit:  J.  W.  Prescott,  James  Barrett^  John  A.  Brewer,  J.  T.  Young,  H.  L.  Thomp- 
son, W.  J.  Henning,  all  residents  of  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

Also,  that  at  the  court-house  at  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga.,  commencing  at 
10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy-fifth  meridian  time,  on  February  26,  1896,  and  continuing 
firom  day  to  day  until  the  examination  is  completed,  before  S.  T.  Potts,  jr.,  a  notary 
public  of  Richmond  County,  Ga.,  take  the  evidence  of  the  following-named  wit- 
nesses, to  wit:  M.  H.  Mixen,  George  C.  Schaufele,  C.  T.  Rizer,  S.  D.  Walton,  Britt 
BaxlQy,  C.  C.  Burck,  R.  J.  Videtto,  and  W.  T.  Fields,  all  residents  of  Richmond 
County,  Ga.  Said  testimony  to  be  used  bv  me  in  my  contest  against  you  for  Repre- 
sentative in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  n-om  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of 
Georgia. 

This  evidence  not  to  supersede  the  taking  of  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  of  the 
taking  of  whose  testimony  yoa  have  already  been  served  with  notice,  but  is  to  be 
taken  in  connection  with  the  evidence  of  tnese  witnesses  of  which  you  have  been 
served  with  notice,  it  bein^  the  intention  to  take  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  of 
which  you  have  been  previously  served  with  notice,  and  of  these  whose  names  are 
contained  in  this  notice,  using  witnesses  named  in  any  notice,  as  may  be  most 
convenient. 

This  2l8t  day  of  February,  1896. 

Tho8.  E.  Watson. 

By  GlKNN  &  ROUNDTRSB, 

Jno.  T.  West, 
B.  M.  Gross, 

Attorneys  at  Law. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  M.  H.  Mixon,  who  on  oath  says  that  he  this  day 
served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black,  by  serving  a  copy 
personally  on  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq.,  one  of  the  attorneys  representing  him  in  the  contest 
case  of  Thos.  £.  Watson  v,  James  C.  C.  Black. 

M.  H.  Mixon. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  PuhtiCf  Eiohmond  County,  Ga, 
Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black  : 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  at  401  and  404  Temple  Court,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta, 
Fulton  County,  Ga.,  commencing  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy -finh  meridian  time,  I  will, 
on  February  27,  1896,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  examination  is  com- 
pleted, before  James  H.  Gilbert,  a  notary  public  of  said  Fnlton  County,  Ga.,  take 
the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  to  wit :  A.  £.  Buck  and  French 
Strange,  both  residents  of  Fulton  County,  Ga. ;  Walter  H.  Johnson,  of  Muscogee 
County,  Ga.,  and  of  John  A.  Sibley,  of  Berrien  County,  Ga.,  said  testimony  to  be 
used  by  me  in  my  contest  against  yon  for  Reprefeentative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Con- 
gress^ from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

This  testimony  not  to  supersede  the  taking  of  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  of 
the  taking  of  whose  testimony  yon  have  already  been  served  with  notice,  in  any 
oonnty,  but  in  addition  tl^ereto. 
This  22d  day  of  February,  1896, 

Thos.  E.  Watson. 
By  Glenn  &  Roundtrbb, 
Jno.  T.  West, 
B.  M.  Gross, 

His  Attorneys  at  Law. 


WATSON   VS.    BLACK.  801 

Personally  appeared  before  me  M.  H.  Mixon,  who  on  oath  says  that  he  this  day 
served  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  on  Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black,  by  serving  a  copy 
personally  on  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq.,  one  of  the  attorneys  representing  him  in  the  contest 
case  of  Thos.  E.  Watson  v,  James  C.  C.  Black. 

M.  H.  MixoN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  Febraary,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Kichmond  County^  Ga, 

Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  at  the  coart-house,  at  Angnsta,  Richmond  Coimty, 
Ga.,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  seventy- fifth  meridian  time,  I  will,  on  February 
1896,  before  Sam.  T.  Potts,  jr.,  a  notary  public  of  said  Richmond  County,  Ga.,  take 
the  testimony  of  the  following-named  witnesses,  to  wit:  George  Bnrch,  W,  A.  Bier- 
man,  J.  J.  Gribble,  Dock  Redding,  and  F.  M.  King,  all  residents  of  Richmond  County, 
Ga.,  said  testimony  to  be  used  by  me  in  my  contest  against  you  for  Representative 
in  the  Fifty -fourth  Congress  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

This  evidence  not  to  supersede  the  taking  of  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  of  the 
taking  of  whose  testimony  you  have  already  been  served  with  notice,  in  any  county, 
but  in  addition  thereto. 
This  26th  day  of  February,  1896.  Thos.  E."  Watson. 

By  Glenn  &  Roundtrbb, 
J  NO.  T.  West, 
B.  M.  Gross, 

Hia  Attorneys  at  Law. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  M.  H.  Mixon,  who  on  oath  says  that  he  this'  day 
served  a  copy  ot  the  within  notice  on  Hon.  James  C.  C.  Black,  by  serving  a  copy  per- 
sonally on  J.  R.  Lamar,  esq.,  one  of  the  attorneys  representing  him  in  the  contest 
ease  of  Thos.  £.  Watson  v.  James  C.  C.  Black. 

M.  H.  MixoK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[seal.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public j  Hiohmoud  County,  Ga, 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County, 

At  the  Court-House,  February  19, 1896, 

Taking  of  testimony  began  at  10  a.  m. 

Appearance  for  contestant,  John  T.  West,  esq. ;  appearance  for  contestee,  C.  Henry 
Cohen,  esq. 

Rev.  WILLIAM  DUNBAR,  sworn  for  contestant. 

Direct  examination  by  John  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  Doctor,  yon  have  been  called  back  to  the  stand  in  this  case  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  some  additional  matter  that  was  brought  out  in  the  matter  introduced  by  the 
contestee.  Mr.  Dunbar,  there  has  been  considerable  testimony  ^ven  here  as  to  the 
kind  of  people  who  support  Mr.  Watson  in  his  Congressional  races,  and  during  the 
last  election  in  1895,  and  I  will  ask  yon  if  you  know  somewhat  of  tnoee  peopleT — ^A. 
Well,  I  do  not  know  who  supported* Mr.  Watson;  that  is,  all  of  them. 

Q.  I  mean  in  Richmond  County  and  Augusta. — ^A.  In  Richmond  County  and  the 
city,  I  know  of  the  class  of  people  that  I  deal  with,  or  those  who  are  among  my 
congregations. 

Q.  I^  they  Populists? — A.  I  think  they  are  composed  of  some  Populists,  some 
Repnblicans,  and  some  Democrats. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  those  people,  as  a  class  f — ^A.  What  do  yon  mean — mop- 
ally,  intellectually,  or  in  wealth— or  whatf 

Q.  Well,  in  intelligence  and  moral  character. — ^A*  Well,  my  congregation  and  the 
people  in  that  portion  of  the  city  are  what  I  call  average  Georgia  people.  And  I  will 
also  say,  that  so  far  as  intelligence,  conservatism,  and  morality  and  respectability  is 
concerned  they  are  far  above  the  average  of  some  factory  communities  that  I  have 
been  in  during  my  life. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  as  to  the  Uliteraoy  or  the  educational  advantages  that 
have  been  enjoyed  by  that  community,  both  by  those  with  the  factories  and  those 
not  connected  with  the  factories  f — A.  Most  of  them  that  I  know  have  good  common 
school  educations.  They  are  men  who  can  read,  write,  and  understand  the  meaning 
of  words  and  the  language  they  speak. 

Q.  How  about  their  children  f--A.  Their  children  have  access  to  the  public  schools 
and  graded  schools  of  this  city. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  are  a  good  mauy  people  who  are  reported  to  be  Popa- 
lists,  and  are  regarded  as  Popnlists,  who  are  not  connected  in  any  way  with  the 
mills f — A.  Well,  out  in  that  section  of  the  city,  nearly  all  of  the  people  are  either 
railroad  men,  founUry  men,  lumber-mill  men,  or  factory  operatives,  and  some  are  not. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar,  what  would  be  your  statement  as  to  how  the  people  in  your  sec- 
tion of  the  city  compared  in  intelligence,  morality,  and  otherwise  with  those  that 
you  know  in  Georgia  f— A.  Well,  I  find  that  the  ma^jurity  of  them  are  citizens  from 
the  different  counties  in  the  State  of  Georgia — from  Columbia  County  and  Burke 
County  and  from  the  other  counties  in  the  State.  Some  I  find  came  from  South 
Carolina.  They  compare  favorably  with  the  average  citizen  in  every  respect,  in  my 
judgment,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  happ<  n  to  know  of  a  census  of  certain  mills  in  the  city  as  to  the  pro- 
portions of  the  illiterate  and  the  ones  able  to  read  and  writ'ef — A.  1  read  the  state- 
ment in  the  Daily  Tribune. 

Q.  Who  was  the  census  gotten  up  by  f — A.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  percentage  was  as  given — I  mean,  the  per  cent  of  Sie 
illiterate  f 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  stating  from  memory  as  to  what 
may  have  appeared  in  a  partisan  newspaper,  there  being  no  evidence  that  the  pro- 
duction from  which  he  testifies  was  written  by  any  proper  person  who  had  any 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  it  appearing  that  he  does  not  know  the  author  of  the 
production;  and  further,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay  of  the  very  worst  kind.) 

A.  I  can  not  recall  exactly  the  per  cents,  but  it  was  very  small  per  cent  of  illit- 
eracy. I  think,  as  near  as  I  can  recall,  that  it  was  10  per  cent  in  one  mill  and  5  per 
cent  in  another. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar,  it  has  been  stated  by  one  witness  for  the  contestee  that  I  can 
recall  that  in  the  city  or  the  municipal  election  late  held  in  the  race  between  Lynch 
and  Roberts  for  member  of  council  of  the  city  of  Augusta  that  you  were  heeling 
Toters  for  the  Lynch  side,  the  witness  stating  in  explanation  of  his  lueanint;  that  yoa 
were  soliciting  voters,  carrying  them  up  and  getting  them  to  vote.  I  wish  you  to 
state  the  facts  about  that. — A.  This  testimony  came  to  my  notice  through  the  Daily 
Tribune,  and  I  made  a  reply.  I  will  state  that  I  did  not  give  any  man  a  ticket  that 
day  and  did  not  ask  anyone  to  vote  any  way. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  there  at  the  polls? — A.  I  went,  sir,  to  vote,  and  after  I 
had  voted  I  saw  thp  man,  I  do  not  know  his  given  name,  by  the  name  of  Zeigler, 
who  was  at  the  window  with  a  tally  sheet,  come  out  of  the  inclosure,  and  was  mak- 
ing complaint  to  the  policemen. 

Q.  Which  policemen f — A.  Lieutenant  Cartledge  and  some  others  that  I  do  not 
know. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  the  facts  as  herein- 
above stated,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  simply  a  repetition  of  what  he  has  already 
given  on  the  direct  testimony  and  not  in  rebuttal,  as  contemplated  by  the  law.) 

Q.  What  did  he  say,  Doctor? — A.  He  said  that  he  would  not  be  imposed  upon  as 
he  had  been  at  the  window.  He  gave  up  the  tally  sheet,  and  I  took  the  tally  sheet 
and  went  in,  and  I  stood  at  the  window  myself  and  checked  every  name  as  it  was 
Toted. 

Q.  Doctor,  what  did  you  see  there? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  as  to  any  facts  that 
occurred  at  a  municipal  election,  the  same  being  some  sixty  days  after  the  Congres- 
Bional  election  for  Congressman,  and  not  serving  to  elucidate  the  issue  now  being 
investigated  in  the  contest  of  VVatson  v.  Black.) 

A.  This  was  at  the  colored  window. 

Q.  How  many  boxes  did  they  have? — A.  I  only  know  of  two.  They  voted  a  great 
many  of  the  names  and  I  soon  began  to  suspect  that  they  were  trying  to  repeat. 

Q.  Why  did  you  suspect  this? — A.  From  the  fact  that  one  or  two  came  np  and 
would  eive  their  names  and  when  asked  again  found  that  tiiey  had  forgotten  the 
name  that  they  tried  to  call.  They  could  not  remember  their  names  and  were  turned 
down  by  me.  Also  found  that  numbers  called  names  and  they  had  already  been 
Toted,  and  some  were  not  on  the  list,  and  during  the  time  that  I  was  there  I  turned 
off  about  300  in  this  manner. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  turned  off  this  number  who  were  attempting  to  vote  ille- 
gally ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  their  names  here  on  my  book. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  protests  against  the  counsel  for  the  contestant  continuing 
to  willfully  introduce  evidence  of  what  occurred  at  a  municipal  election  that  took 

Elace  two  months  after  the  Congressional  election,  it  not  serving  in  anyway  to  throw 
ght  on  the  contest  now  pending  between  Watson  and  Black.) 
Q.  State,  Mr.  Dunbar,  whether  or  not  you  saw  anybody  vote  more  than  once  in 
that  election. — A.  I  did  not,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  did  see  attempts  at  repeating  votes  while  there? — A.  I  saw  attempts. 
Q.  About  how  many  did  yon  see  make  the  attempt? — ^A.  -I  do  not  know  how  many 
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made  the  attempt  to  Vote  after  they  had  already  voted.  One  case  I  remember  espe- 
cially, as  I  called  Lieutenant  Cartledge  in  there  and  told  him  that  I  wirhed  him  to 
arrest  or  keep  a  darky  out  who  had  tried  several  times  to  vote  again,  and  he  said 
he  conld  not  do  anything,  and  also  said  that  he  had  no  authority.  I  remember  that 
one  boy  came,  and  I  saw  that  he  had  voted,  and  he  came  again  the  third  time  and 
tried  to  vote. 

Q.  Why  did  those  300  that  came  up  and  you  objected  to  not  votef — A.  Because 
their  names  were  not  on  the  list,  and  because  I  had  their  names  on  the  list  and  they 
had  voted,  or  somebody  had  voted  the  name;  I  conld  not  say  that  it  was  the  one  that 
came  the  second  time. 

Q.  Did  you  challenge  the  votef — A.  I  did  not  challenge  the  vote;  told  them  that 
they  conld  not  vote,  as  I  found  that  they  had  voted.    The  manager  told  them  that. 

Q.  How  old  were  those  people? — A.  Tbat  is  a  mighty  hard  question  to  answer. 

Q.  I  mean,  judging  from  appearances? — A.  I  do  not  know  how  old  they  were,  but 
from  their  looks  I  took  the  majority  not  to  be  more  than  16,  18,  or  20  years  of  age. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  vote  or  attempt  to  vote  who  had  the  appearance  of  not  being 
of  age? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  repeats  the  objection  at  the  continued  efibrt  of  the  counsel 
for  contestant  to  introduce  evidence  reflecting  on  the  legality  of  certain  parties  who 
attempted  to  vote  in  a  municipal  election,  when  the  laws  regulating  the  same  are 
entirely  diHerent  laws  that  regulate  Congressional  elections.) 

A.  I  saw  some  that  I  thought  not  more  than  18  or  20  years  of  age.  Of  course  I 
can  not  tell  the  age  of  a  man  by  simple  sight. 

Q.  Did  you  see  parties  vote,  or  attempt  to  vote,  where  there  were  indications  that 
they  were  being  paid  for  voting? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  By  whom?— A.  I  saw  two  gentlemen,  one  at  the  time.  They  seemed  to  be 
relieving  each  other. 

Q.  Who  were  these  gentlemen? — A.  They  were  Mr.  James  J.  Davis  and  Dr.  James 
B.  Morgan. 

Q.  What  about  that? — A.  Well,  they  would  relieve  each  other.  They  were  stand- 
ing on  the  outside  of  the  window,  one  of  them  at  the  time,  and  they  had  tickets  on 
the  window  at  their  right  and  they  would  hand  the  negroes  tickets  and  sometimes 
they  would  furnish  them  themselves.  The^'*  would  always  reach  for  these  tickets. 
Well,  alter  they  had  voted — each  negro  tbat  had  voted  for  Roberts,  one  of  the  can- 
didates for  councilman — they  were  handed  a  slip.  * 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  slip  was  it  that  they  were  handing  out  to  the  voters? — A.  It 
was  writing  paper.    1  tried  my  best  to  read  what  was  on  it,  but  1  could  not  do  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  was  on  it? — A.  Well,  as  far  as  I  could  make  it  out,  it 
was  J.  H.  D.  that  they  had  on  the  slip.  I  took  it  for  that.  I  would  not  swear  that 
it  was  that. 

Q.  These  slips  were  handed  to  each  one  that  voted  for  Roberts? — ^A.  To  each  one 
of  the  negroes,  after  they  had  voted  for  Roberts. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  ticket  was  handed  them? — A.  A  Roberts  ticket.  I  noticed  that 
where  a  neg^o  had  tried  to  vote  for  Roberts  and  had  failed  he  would  always  reach  for 
one  of  these  slips,  but  would  not  get  it  if  he  had  not  voted. 

Q.  Well,  is  there  anything  further  on  this? — A.  After  I  got  the  tally  sheet  I  wonld 
joke  Dr.  Morgan  about  giving  the  negroes  money  as  they  passed  out,  and  he  simply 
smiled. 

Q.  He  did  not  deny  that  it  was  the  equivalent  of  money? — A.  He  said  they  were 
keeping  the  count  ot  the  number  that  they  were  voting. 

Q.  What  construction  did  you  place  on  this? — ^A.  I  took  it  to  be  pay  to  the  voters. 
There  was  something  in  the  eneck  that  had  its  bearing  on  the  election,  and  I  so  stated 
in  the  press. 

Q.  Who  were  the  managers  in  that  election? — A.  There  were  three  men  there  as 
managers,  but  I  do  not  recall  but  two  of  them  by  name. 

Q.  What  two? — ^A.  They  were  a  Mr.  Baum — and  he  is  a  German  Jew  or  Dutchman, 
I  do  not  know  what,  but  a  foreij^er — ^and  Judge  Neibling. 

Q.  Judge  Neibling  is  the  magistrate? — A.  1  do  not  know  that  he  is  a  magistrate, 
but  Tinderstand  that  he  is. 

Q.  He  presided  in  the  Congressional  election  ? — A.  I  would  not  say  that  he  presided 
in  the  Watson  election.  1  do  nut  know  the  third  yonng  man — and  I  do  know  him, 
too,  but  I  can  not  recall  the  name  now.  And  there  was  another  on  the  inside;  that 
I  remember,  but  I  can  not  recall  his  name. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  parties  who  tried  to  vote  over  at  your  window,  while  you  were 
standing  there,  vote  at  the  other  window? — A.  Well,  I  kept  a  tally  sheet  of  those 
that  voted  at  the  window  while  I  was  there,  and  the  tally  sheet  kept  at  the  white 
window  I  have  and  compared  them.  This  tally  sheet  was  kept  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Edenfield, 
the  electrician  at  the  Lombard  Iron  Works. 

Q.  That  is  a  position  of  responsibility  ? — A.  He  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  men 
of  the  city. 
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Q.  What  did  yoa  find  on  a  compariBon  of  the  two  tally  sheets? — A.  I  got  the  liBto 
to  oompare  them,  as  we  thought  of  contesting  the  election.  I  discovered  that  at  least 
a  half  dozen  or  dozen  had  voted  at  the  box  that  I  was  at  and  had  also  gone  and  voted 
at  the  other  window. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  tbisf — A.  I  knew  it  by  the  fact  of  their  being  checked  on 
my  list  and  also  on  his  list  as  voting.  That  day  about  fifty  negroes  voted  in  the 
white  box  duriug  the  day. 

Q.  Mr.  Dnnbar,  you  say  that  sometimes  the  negroes  would  come  up  and  attempt 
to  vote  and  had  forgotten  their  names  f — ^A.  They  would  hesitate  and  mumble  out 
something,  and  when  they  were  asked  they  would  not  know  their  names,  and  would 
'be  told  by  me  to  go  and  get  their  names,  and  they  would  go  back. 

Q.  Did  they  follow  out  these  instructions  given  themf — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  they 
did  come  back. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  they  would  couie  right  in  without  knowing  their  names ?~ 
A.  Yes, sir:  repeatedly. 

Q.  Could  this  have  gone  on  without  the  managers  knowing  something  of  it  if  they 
had  been  diligent  in  discovering  it? — A.  They  knew  of  it,  as  it  all  happened  right 
before  them. 

Q.  Did  they  make  any  demurrer  to  its  going  onf — A.  They  would  coincide  with 
me  when  I  had  found  that  a  man  could  not  vote  for  some  reason. 

Q.  They  made  no  point  against  Mr.  Davis  and  Dr.  Morgan f — A.  No,  sir.  I  said 
nothing  to  Mr.  Davis,  but  felt  more-  at  liberty  with  Dr.  Morgan  and  joked  him  about  it 

Q.  Dr.  Morgan  is  the  coroner's  physician f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  so  represented  in  the 
papers,  but  I  do  not  know  that  personally. 

Q.  You  were  offered  no  violence  or  insult?— A.  Everything  was  pleHsant  with 
Dr.  Morgan,  Judge  Neibling,  and  Mr.  Davis,  and  the  whole  lot,  with  the  exception  of 
the  man  who  was  keeping  the  tally  sheet. 

Q.  Who  was  he? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  his  name  was.  These  other  gentlemen 
treated  me  nicely  and  gentlemanly. 

Q.  Uow  did  this  one  treat  you  ? — A.  I  <lo  not  reckon  that  he  got  up  in  a  good  humor. 
When  I  first  came  uj)  he  said  that  I  had  no  business  there^  and  I  told  him  that  I  would 
show  him  that  I  had  as  much  right  there  as  he  had. 

Q.  Your  connection  with  this  election  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  voten 

to  vote  anyway,  ami  was  for ? — A.  It  was  simply  to  keep  the  tally  sheet  and  to 

see  ha>w  the  election  was,  so  far  as  I  could  tell — that  it  was  fair. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar,  do  you  know  Mr.  P.  J.  8ullivan? — A.  I  do  not  know  him;  I  know 
a  man,  when  I  see  him,  that  everybody  says  is  Pat  Sullivan. 

Q.  You  know  him  when  you  see  him  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  him  when  I  see  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  standing  and  reputation  in  the  community? — A.  I  do  not 
knowMihere  is  a  difference  of  opinion. 

Q.  What  are  these  opinions? — A.  Some  think  his  character  is  high,  and  some  think 
it  is  very  low. 

Q.  Well,  in  what  way  ? — A.  Well,  I  think  I  had  better  not  say,  either  one  way  or 
the  other.    I  have  heard  a  good  deal,  if  you  want  to  know  what  I  have  heard. 

Q.  I  simply  wish  to  know  his  general  reputation? — ^A.  I  could  not  say  that  I  know 
his  general  reputation,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  reply  to  Mr.  Sullivan's  testimony? — ^A.  I  know  that  I  wrote  a  card 
stating  to  the  public  that  if  he  said  I  led  voters  to  the  polls  that  he  lied.  I  nevu 
have,  and  he  aid  lie,  or  any  other  man  that  says  so,  because  I  have  been  preaching 
against  it  for  fourteen  years  of  my  life.  I  am  opposed  to  it  in  every  sense.  I  do  not 
tolerate  it  in  anyone. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar,  it  has  been  said  here,  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  words,  that  you 
take  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  politics  generallv,  and  I  will  ask  you  how  much  you 
are  interested  in  politics? — A.  rfone  in  the  world,  except  this  interest,  Uiat  I  think 
the  best  interests  of  this  Government  depends  on  pure  politics,  and  as  a  good  citizen 
I  always  did  all  that  I  could  to  have  a  fair  election  everywhere  that  I  have  gone, 
without  respect  to  party,  color,  or  an^  condition  of  life. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar,  where  were  you  raised? — A.  I  was  bom  in  Barnwell  County,  S.  C. 
I  was  reared  up  to  16  years  of  age  there,  and  then  I  came  to  Augusta.  I  came  to 
Augusta  in  1871  or  1872, 1  will  not  be  certain,  as  I  can  not  recollect  exaotlv,  and  I 
remained  here  until  1875.  I  joined  the  church  here  in  this  city  and  went  on  to  col- 
lege. I  remained  four  years  at  Oxford,  Ga.,  Emory  College,  in  Newton  Countr,  Ga., 
an  institution  supported  by  the  Methodist  Church,  taking  regular  course,  and  have 
been  preaching  since  then  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  My  character 
is  passed  upon  every  year  in  the  conference  to  wnioh  I  am  attached  by  225  or  250 
ministers  or  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objected  to  the  testimony  of  the  witness  as  not  being  in 
rebuttal  of  any  evidence.) 

The  WiTNSss.  I  consider  that  my  character  has  been  attacked  by  the  charges 
made. 
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CroBs-examination  by  C.  Henry  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Dtinbar,  I  nnderatand  that  in  testifying  in  regard  to  the  intelHii^euoe  of 
that  part  of  the  commanity  in  which  yonr  congregation  happens  to  be  located,  you 
say  that  as  laboring  people  that  they  compare  most  favorably  with  similar  classes. 
Is  that  about  the  snbstance  of  yonr  statement  f — A.  I  did  not  say  with  similar  classes, 
bat  that  they  would  compare  with  the  average  people  of  (Georgia.  They  are  far 
above  similar  classes. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar,  the  Democrats  have  not  attacked  in  the  remotest  way  the  char- 
acter of  the  people  over  whom  yon  happen  to  preside  as  preacher,  as  to  their  mo- 
rality or  as  to  their  intelligeuce,  and  we  take  pride  in  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that 
onr  fiictory  people  are  better  than  other  people  of  other  mills. — A.  They  are,  sir; 
especially  is  this  so  in  my  section  of  this  city,  and  they  are  old  residents. 

Q.  How  about  the  other  mills  f — A.  I  do  not  know  as  to  the  other  mills — as  to  the 
King  and  Sibley. 

Q.  Around  these  mills  they  are  recent  comers  heref — A,  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  They  are  comparatively  new  mills f — A.  I  do  not  know.  They  were  here  when 
I  came  and  the  people,  I  suppose,  were  then  residents. 

Q.  What  I  mean,  Mr.  Dunbar,  is  that  a  large  portion  of  vonr  congregation  are 
factorv  operatives,  although  of  the  old  class  of  citizens,  who  have  been  here  for 
years  7— A.  A  large  portion  of  mv  people  are  not  factory  operatives.  They  are  of 
the  working  class  of  people.  Tliey  work  on  the  railroad,  and  in  foundry,  and  In 
lumber  mills. 

Q.  They  are  residents  of  long  years  and  bear  a  good  name,  morally  and  intelleo- 
tnallyf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar,  yon  are  a  very  ardent  and  outspoken  man  in  your  conviotions, 
politically  and  otherwise  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  strong  views  on  temperance,  have  you  notf — A.  Well,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar,  you  are  an  ardent  prohibitionist? — A.  It  depends  on  what  yon 
mean.  I  am  against  whisky  and  whisky  selling.  I  do  not  technically  compromise 
on  the  subject,  and  I  do  not  support  drinking. 

Q.  If  you  were  the  sole  member  of  the  legislature,  and  had  the  power,  yon  would 
pass  Biicli  a  law? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  would  pass  a  prohibition  law. 

Q.  You  carrv  yonr  seriousness  or  impetuosity  into  your  other  views,  in  other 
words? — A.  I  do  not  claim  to  be  impetuous. 

Q.  Well,  you  best  know  your  own  disposition.  I  think  I  could  go  further,  but 
foroRO  the  inclination,  and  will  say  that  I  was  disposed  to  compare  you  with  other 
p<M>|>le,  or  let  you  do  so,  as  it  is  the  only  way  that  we  can  illustrate  our  character, 
by  comparison? — A.  Well,  I  hardly  would  compare  myself  with  others. 

Q.  Well,  I  will  ask  you  if  yon  are  not  a  man  of  exceeding  determination? — A.  I 
am  positive  in  my  conviction's,  when  my  mind  is  clear,  if  that  is  what  you  mean. 

Q.  Do  ^ou  not  advocate  those  views,  both  in  the  press  and  in  the  pulpit  and  in 
conversations,  in  discussions  outside  of  the  press  and  pulpit,  when  you  think  oppor- 
tune ? — ^A.  I  scarcely  ever  say  anything  abont  them  unless  approached  on  the  sub- 
ject.   I  am  always  on  the  defensive  in  the  press. 

Q.  You  are  frequently  in  the  press? — A.  Not  frequently,  sir.  I  have  been  in  the 
press  and  written  more  in  the  last  six  months  than  ever  before. 

Q.  For  the  last  six  months  von  have  been  in  the  press  a  number  of  times  in  sup- 
port of  yonr  political  views?— A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not.  I  have  written  twice  as  to 
my  political  views. 

Q.  I  have  seen  more  than  two  articles  ft'om  you?— A.  You  have  in  answering 
attacks  made  against  me.    You  have  seen  over  a  half  dozen  of  these. 

Q.  On  political  subjects,  in  the  last  four  mouths,  since  last  September  or  Octo- 
ber?— A.  Only  in  defense  of  certain  allusions  made  to  me  in  politics. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar,  are  yon  not  pronounced  in  your  views  and  as  ardent  in  the  doo- 
trines  of  A.  P.  A.  ism  as  you  are  on  prohibition? — A.  What  do  you  call  A.  P.  A.  ism? 

Q.  I  do  not  know,  not  being  a  member:  but  it  is,  I  believe,  properly  speaking, 
the  American  Protective  Association,  and  nas  pronounced  views  on  political  ques- 
tions. Are  you  not  an  ardent  member  and  an  officer  in  one  of  the  councils  in  this 
community? — A.  I  have  answered  that  question  before  by  saying  that  I  was  an 
A.  P.  A. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  yon  are  not  in  the  position  of  a  leader  and  ardent? — A.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  am  a  leader. 

Q.  That  is  your  modesty,  I  suppose? — A.  I  am  modest,  but  people  do  not  think  so, 
in  some  places. 

Q.  Then  you  do  hold  an  office  in  this  organization? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  that  is 
relevant  to  this  matter. 

Q.  I  think  it  is  relevant  as  to  the  position  of  a  man  so  far  as  the  holding  of  an 
office  proves. — A.  I  have  already  in  my  other  testimony  stated  that  I  was  an  officer. 

Q.  Then  this  contest  of  which  yon  speak  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  for  a  municipal 
office,  was  it  not  between  the  representative  of  that  organization  and  some  otner 
individual? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Mr.  O.  6.  LyDch  is  not  a  leadiDg  A.  P.  A.  f — ^A.  No^  sir ;  he  is  not. 

Q.  Bnt  he  is  an  A.  P.  A.,  is  he  not? — A.  No,  sirj  that  is,  not  that  I  know  o£. 

Q.  Did  not  the  American  Protective  Association  indorse  and  advocate  his  election f— 
A.  I  think  they  did. 

Q.  In  pursuance  of  that  adoption  of  his  candidacy,  were  you  not  zealous  in  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  his  campaign f — A.  I  was  not  very  zealous,  but  took  some 
interest  in  the  election,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  after  he  was  indorsed  bv  the  organization  you  did  not  take 
more  than  a  usual  interest? — A.  I  did  not  take  any  more  interest  than  any  good 
citizen  ought  to  have  taken. 

Q.  You  did  not  take  any  more  interest  as  he  had  been  indorsed  by  the  organiza- 
tion f — No,  sir. 

Q.  You  would  have  taken  the  same  interest  whether  indorsed  or  not? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  to  the  polls  before  and  take  or  do  as  laborious  work  as  you 
did  this  time? — A.  I  have  never  did  laborious  work  before.  I  never  had  any  to  do 
except  at  that  time.    I  have  never  had  the  occasion  before. 

Q.  You  have  felt  the  same  in  other  elections ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  never  had  been 
before  where  there  were  so  much  rumors  of  fraud  and  charges  and  counter  charges 
of  fraud. 

Q.  When  you  went  to  the  window  and  took  the  tally  sheet  how  long  did  yon  stay 
there? — ^A.  I  stayed  there  till  the  door  shut  up,  and  think  that  was  at  half  past  3 
o'clock. 

Q.  The  place  put  you  where  you  were  shoved  by  negro  voters? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  pretty  close  to  the  crowd? — A.  It  was  outside,  and  two  policemen 
were  at  the  entrance  and  only  a  few  were  let  in  at  the  time. 

Q.  You  were  close  to  these? — A.  I  was  about  as  close  as  the  recorder,  about  a  foot 
or  two. 

Q.  That  was  disagreeable  work,  was  it  not? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  considered 
it  disagreeable. 

Q.  Something  that  you  were  not  accustomed  to? — A.  It  was  out  of  my  nsnal  line 
of  work. 

Q.  You  never  did  it  before;  never  had  such  hard  work  in  any  strife? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  consider  it  a  pleasure  to  be  next  to  them,  so  as  to  be  able  to  examine 
their  faces? — A.  1  would  not  consider  it  pleasant. 

Q.  You  were  there  checking  the  list,  and  seeing  that  they  did  not  vote  twice?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  during  that  time,  did  you  not  make  an  eflbrt  to  get  voters  for  your  polit- 
ical candidate? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  there  not  parties  there  working  for  the  candidate  ? — A.  I  think  there  were. 

Q.  Were  there  many  colored  people  approached  by  white  people? — A.  I  think  there 
were,  but  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  not  make  speeches  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Lynch? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  These  speeches  were  made  at  night? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  were  white  and  black  people  present  at  these  speeches? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  advocate  Mr.  Lynch  in  any  argument? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believed  that  he 
would  make  the  hotter  concilmau. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  other  appeals  to  the  audiences  that  you  addressed? — A.  Yon 
mean  if  I  made  any  other  appeals.    That  was  the  main  lineof  my  argument  to  them. 

Q.  In  your  juilgment  ho  would  have  made  a  better  councilman? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  As 
a  councilman  he  would  be  fair  with  all  classes  of  the  people. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  sponk  in  the  behalf  of  any  other  candidate  on  the  stump,  or  what 
we  call  the  stump? — A.  I  do  not  recall  ever  having  done  so. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  yon  ever  spoke  on  other  politfcal questions? — A.  I  have  alluded, 
in  my  sermons,  to  the  importance  of  the  people  being  free  and  uncontrolled  by  par- 
tisanism,  to  register  and  vote  their  own  pleasure,  and  not  to  be  bossed  in  political 
suffrage. 

Q.  They  mi<i;ht  be  called  political  sermons? — A.  They  were  strictly  in  the  lineof 
preaching  Jesus  (*hrist  as  I  understand  it,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  call  them  political  sermons? — A.  Some  people  so  think. 

Q.  Do  you  not  call  them  political  sermons  in  others? — A.  No,  sir;  I  think  they 
preach  as  they  think  right. 

Q.  You  have  that  right  in  the  pulpit,  in  the  interest  of  better  morality  among  the 
people? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Among  the  managers  of  the  Fourth  Ward  you  mentioned  Neibling  and  Banm?— 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  said  that  he  was  either  a  German,  a  German  Jew,  or  Jew? — A.  I  said  he 
was. 

Q.  Were  you  not  employed  by  a  Jew — a  German  Jew — at  one  time? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  I  thought  you  worked  for  Hrooks  at  one  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  was  under  that  impression. — A.  It  was  Matheney  <&  Co.,  and  I  think  that 
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Easel  was  the  company,  and  I  was  a  clerk  for  them.  Matheney  had  control  of  the 
business. 

Q.  He  was  a  German  Jewf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  He  was  a  Jewf — A.  1  always  considered  him  so.  So  far  as  I  am  concemed^I 
have  no  point  in  that. 

Q.  Yon  mentioned  that  he  was  a  Jewf — A.  It  was  simply  on  my  mind  that  he  was 
a  German  or  a  .Jew.  At  the  time  I  remembered  that  he  was  a  Jew  and  do  not  know 
that  I  had  any  special  reference  in  the  matter. 

Q.  I  do  not  see  how  it  describes  him.  You  might  have  as  well  said  he  was  a 
Georgia  cracker,  or  a  European  importation,  or  a  member  of  the  Populist  party.  I 
do  not  see  how  it  describes  him. — ^A.  I  do  not  know  his  political  tendencies;  I  did 
not  know  what  he  was  politically. 

Q.  Mr.  Dnnbar,  yon  now  take  a  part  in  politics  f — A.  What  is  the  significance  of 
the  question  f    Not  more  than  I  do  usually. 

Q.  Yon  always  take  a  part  in  politicsf  —  A.  I  am  always  interested  in  politics. 

Q.  You  take  an  active  part  in  your  side  of  the  issue  f — A.  No  farther  than  to  vote 
and  speak  when  called  on  to  do  so.  I  always  make  it  a  point  to  advise  all  men  to 
let  no  man  control  his  vote,  and  mine  is  controlled  by  no  man. 

Q.  Mr.  Dunbar,  I  will  ask  you  what  are  your  views  of  the  propriety  of  a  preacher 
being  a  candidate  for  an  office  f — ^A.  There  are  different  kinds  of  preachers.  It 
depends  on  that.  In  the  Methodist  Church  we  have  different  kinds  of  preachers. 
We  have  the  local  preacher  that  has  time  to  be  a  candidate  for  office.  He  does  not 
have  any  charge  whatever,  and  he  gets  no  remuneration  for  the  services  that  he 
renders.  He  preaches  only  when  he  desires  or  is  called  on,  and  I  think  he  is  right- 
fully entitled  to  be  a  candidate  for  any  office,  as  other  citizens.  He  has  the  right  to 
hold  any  office — political  office — to  which  he  is  elected.  Then  we  have  the  traveling 
preacher,  with  his  charge,  and  I  do  not  think  he  has  the  right  to  take  any  political 
office. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  thisf  ~A.  For  the  simple  reason  that  he  is  a  man  under 
vows  to  one  work,  preaching  the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  work  of 
elevating  the  morals  of  the  people  under  his  charge.  I  do  not  think  that  he  should 
hold  or  accept  any  other  office. 

Redirect  examination  by  John  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  In  mentioning  that  Mr.  Baum  was  a  German  or  a  Jew  vou  did  not  intend  to 
reflect  on  him  for  being  suchf — A.  Not  the  least  in  the  world.  I  have  some  good 
friends  among  the  Jews.  One  of  my  grocerymen  is  a  German  and  he  is  a  first-class 
grocery  man. 

William  Dunbar. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. 

Rev.  W.  B.  STRADLEY..  sworn. 

Direct  examination  by  John  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  Doctor,  in  your  direct  testimony  as  first  given,  in  reading  it,  I  think  it  possible 
that  there  might  be  some  question  as  to  your  meaning,  as  to  the  five  or  six  parties 
whom  you  stated  that  you  recognized  or  noticed,  by  their  dress  and  appearance,  as 
going  back  and  again  voting,  and  1  want  to  make  the  record  so  that  it  will  not  be 
misleading.    As  I  understood  you,  how  many  did  you  think  were  in  that  squad f 

(Connsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the"^  witness  testifying  to  anything  that  he 
testified  to  on  his  direct  examination,  this  present  examination  being  under  the  law 
solely  to  rebut  such  evidence  as  may  have  been  introduced  by  the  opposite  side,  and 
any  evidence  not  rebutting  such  evidence,  contradicting  this  witness,  would  be  ille- 
gal and  irrelevant. ) 

As  I  understood  you  stated  that  there  was  a  crowd  of  15  or  20  going  and  coming 
from  the  window  to  the  rear  of  the  engine  house;  give  your  present  recollection  of 
it. — A.  Yon  are  speaking  of  the  votin<;  place  behind  the  Planters'  Hotel.  I  said  that 
I  thought  the  crowd  of  men  going  to  and  from  the  inclosure  on  the  east  side  of  the 
engine  house  were  about  12  or  15,  and  said  that  I  thought  that  I  identified  in  that 
number,  by  some  peculiarity  of  feature  or  dress,  about  a  naif  dozen  of  them. 

Q.  Those  half  dozen,  you  know  that  they  came  to  and  from  the  window,  appar- 
ently voting? — A.  That  was  my  impression. 

Q.  What  was  your  opinion  in  the  case  of  the  others? — A.  I  could  not  be  positive. 
I  want  to  say  that  1  saw  something  about  their  dress,  their  hat,  coat,  pants,  or  shirt, 
but  it  is  hard  to  identify  negroes,  and  I  would  not  say  about  the  others.  It  may  he, 
and  it  may  not. 

Q.  But  yon  have  no  doubts  about  the  half  dozen? — A.  About  the  six,  no;  I  was 
pretty  positive. 

Q.  At  the  time  that  you  came  to  the  court-house  and  saw  Mr.  Wm.  D'Antignao 


808  WATSON  vs.    BLACK. 

standing  at  tte  window,  he  was  pointed  oat  to  yon  as  that  fcentlemanf — ^A.  I  was 
told  that  it  was  young  Wm.  D'Antignao. 

Q.  Bv  whom? — A.  I  oould  not  say  who  told  me.  I  do  not  know  the  gentlemaa 
(IVAntignac)  personally.    I  have  seen  him  on  other  occasions. 

Q.  Was  he  pointed  out  on  these  occasions  as  that  gentleman? — A.  No,  air;  I  have 
neyer  mentioned  the  matter  since. 

Q.  Doctor,  while  yon  were  there  looking  at  Mr.  D'Antignac  calling  names  and 
dropping  money  in  the  hands  of  the  voters,  did  anyone  approach  yon  f — A.  I  had 
oonversations  with  a  good  many  people  during  the  hour  that  I  was  there. 

Q.  Did  any  one  call  yon  offf 

(Counsel  for  coutestee  objects  and  protests  against  the  counsel  for  contestant  wiUf 
fully  requiring  the  witness  to  repeat  the  evidence  which  he  g^ve  on  his  direct  exami* 
nation,  and  not  in  rebuttal  of  any  evidence  whatever,  and  simply  did  to  serve 
oontestant's  counsers  own  motive.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  only  time  that  I  was  called  aside  was  Just  before  I  left  the  coort- 
house  grounds,  and  before  the  closing,  and  it  was  by  Mr.  Collins,  the  jailer. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  other  namef — A.  I  know  that  he  is  familiarly  called  Sonnie 
Collins,  and  I  think  that  his  correct  name  is  Edward  Collins,  but  I  simply  know 
him  as  Mr.  Collins. 

Q.  Will  yon  tell  the  recorder  what  transpired  between  yon  and  this  gentleman f— A 
Mr.  Collins  passed  near  where  I  was  standing  and  I  made  some  remarks  about  the 
election  and  criticised  what  I  couceived  to  be  methods  hurtful  and  dangeroos  to  the 
political  interests  of  the  people,  and  Mr.  Coll  Ids  touched  me  on  the  shoulder  and 
took  me  off  to  one  side,  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  10  or  15  feet  from  where  I  was 
standing,  and  said  to  me,  "  Doctor,  you  ought  not  to  see  so  much,''  or  "Yon  most  not 
see  so  much,"  and  we  parted,  I  goin^  home. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  time  that  this  occurred  relative  to  what  you  saw  Mr.  D'Antig- 
nac engaged  inf — A.  Mr.  D'Antignac  wasenf^aged  in  calling  the  names  and  handing 
out  the  money  to  the  voting  negroes  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Collins  took  me  tooneside. 

Q.  Did  anyone  call  ou  you  the  next  day  in  reference  to  that  transaction  f — ^A.  I  was 
visited  the  next  day  by  a  policeman. 

Q.  What  was  his  name? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  his  name. 

Q.  Was  he  in  uniform? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say?— A.  I  will  state  that  in  reference  to  this  transaction  that 
when  this  policeman  called  it  was  to  prevent  some  drunken  Irishman,  as  he  said,  from 
doing  me  personal  violence. 

Q.  Please  state  what  he  said? — A.  He  asked  me  if  I  knew  thtit  1  was  in  danger  the 
dav  before,  and  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  know  it.  lie  said  that  at  the  time  that  Mr. 
ColliuN  took  me  off  to  one  side  Uiat  a  drunken  man  came  toward  me  with  the  threat 
to  do  me  up,  and  that  he  was  arrested  by  some  other  policeman  and  was  taken  away. 
The  object  of  the  man  was  to  place  me  on  my  guard  in  going  about  the  streets  after 
night  and  told  me  I  was  in  danger;  and  I  told  him  that  I  thought  I  was  in  no  danger, 
and  paid  no  attention  to  the  matter. 

Cross-examination  by  C.  Henry  Cohen,  Esq.: 

Q.  Doctor,  yon  can  not  recall  who  that  policeman  was? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  an  officer  or  a  private? — A.  I  think  he  was  a  private. 

Q.  Are  yon  certain  that  he  was  a  policeman  ?— A.  I  have  seeu  him  on  the  street  <» 
duty  and  he  had  on  a  uniform. 

Q.  Was  he  a  member  of  your  church? — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  not  a  member  of  my 
ehnrch. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  church  he  belonged  to  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  him? — A.  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  that  his  name  was 
Belding;  but  it  is  only  an  indistinct  recollection,  and  I  could  not  state  positively. 

Q.  The  statement  that  it  might  be  dangerous  for  you  in  Dublin  after  dark  was  a 
statement  on  his  own  responaibility  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  about  the  facts  in  the  matter 
and  did  not  believe  it. 

Q.  You  felt  no  alarm  about  the  matter? — A.  I  felt  no  alarm. 

Q.  You  have  never  been  treated  so  as  to  evidence  the  facts  stated  by  him? — ^A.  Ko, 
sir;  I  have  been  about  the  streets  repeatedly  and  no  one  has  offered  to  molest  me,  and 
I  am  not  afraid  to  visit  any  portion  of  the  city  at  any  time. 

Q.  No  one  in  Dublin  ever  offered  you  an  affront? — A.  No,  sir;  and  no  one  haa 
treated  me  with  disrespect.    I  paid  no  attention  to  the  policeman's  visit. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  look  for  the  motive  in  it? — A.  Well,  he  did  look  to  be  very  mach 
excited. 

Q.  Did  you  repeat  the  threats  told  to  you? — A.  I  did  not,  sir. 

(^.  Did  you  repeat  it  to  any  of  the  court  officials,  to  Judge  Eve,  of  the  city  court, 
for  instance,  who,  I  believe,  is  a  member  of  your  congregation,  or  to  any  of  the 
other  officers  known  to  you? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  mention  it  to  any  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  repeat  it  in  any  private  conversation  ? — A.  I  did  not  refer  to  it  in  any 
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Srivate  coDvenation  that  I  remember,  except  in  a  private  conversation  with  a  half 
ozen  Methodist  preachers,  and  then  simply  in  playfulness. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  think  that  it  would  get  into  this  record,  emblazoned  in  your  testi- 
mony f — A.  I  did  not  expect  it  to  get  into  this  record. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  believe  that  there  was  any  truth  in  the  fears  of  the  manf — ^A. 
There  may  have  been  some  truth  in  the  statement  of  the  man,  and  I  heard  the  same 
thing  from  other  sources  later  that  there  was,  but  I  do  not  know  about  it  personally 
myself. 

Q.  You  only  heard  that  it  was  a  single  individual,  not  a  concerted  action,  or  that 
anyone  else  enconrased  the  actions  of  this  drunken  manf — A.  He  saw  me  on  the 
curbing,  or  I  was  told  so,  and  heard  me  criticise  the  method  of  procedure.  He  waa 
not  encouraged  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  was  his  namef — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Democrat  or  a  Populist f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  name  of  the  manf — A.  The  policeman  told  me  his  name,  but 
I  do  not  remember  it.    I  understood  that  he  was  employed  by  the  Georgia  Railroad. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  his  political  affiliation f — A.  I  do  not  know  his  politics. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  this  question,  Doctor,  and  will  state  the  evidence  of  the  managers 
as  accurate  as  I  can  narrate  it.  Mr.  i^heahan,  who  was  one  of  the  managers  here  at 
the  conrt-honse,  ma<le  this  statement,  that  Mr.  D'Antignac  never  called  the  name  of 
but  one  voter,  and  that  when  he  was  corrected  and  told  that  he  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  do  so  again,  that  the  voters  cal]e<l  the  names  first,  and  that  he  then  may 
have  repeated  the  names  to  the  clerks,  and  that  Mr.  Sheahan  said  these  were  the  facts; 
wonld  you  consider  his  statement  as  the  fact,  and  in  all  probability  about  how  it 
occnrred,  and  that  this  can  be  reconciled  with  your  statements f — A.  It  is  not  my 
business  to  make  my  stnteinent  reconcile  with  that  of  any  other  man. 

Q.  The  manager  stated  that  the  way  that  it  occurred  was,  first,  as  each  voter  came 
np  and  called  his  name  and  handed  in  his  ballot  to  vote  that  D*Antigiiac  also  called 
the  name,  but  that  this  had  nothinii:  to  do  with  the  managers,  and  that  the  managers 
had  repeatedly  told  him  that  they  (lid  not  desire  that  it  bo  done  f — A.  Yon  refer  to  my 
first  direct  testimony,  in  which  I  said  that  D'Antignac  called  the  names  of  the  voters 
and  that  the  voti-r  handed  in  the  ballot,  and  that  D^Antignao  then  handed  him  a  coin. 

Mr.  Cohen.  I  referred  to  that  evidence. 

WiTXKss.  Then  I  desire  to  reply  that  if  the  voter  called  his  name  it  was  not  audible 
to  me.  and  that  I  only  heard  Mr.  D*Antignac  call  the  names. 

Q.  You  do  not  say  that  the  voter  did  not  call  his  own  name. — A.  I  never  heard 
him  call  his  name.  * 

Q.  He  may  have  called  the  name,  but  you  did  not  hear  itf— A.  He  may  have,  but 
I  did  not  hear  him  call  it,  and  I  did  hear  Mr.  D'Antignac  call  the  name,  and  I  saw 
the  voter  hand  in  the  ballot,  and  I  saw  Mr.  D'Antignac  give  him  a  coin. 

Q.  What  size  coin  did  you  say  he  gave  to  the  voter  f — A.  I  said  that  I  could  not 
tell,  but  that  I  thought  it  was  ten  cents. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  it  was  money  f — A.  I  am  positive  that  it  was  a  silver  coin. 
He  passed  it  from  his  right  hand  to  the  left  hand  of  the  voter. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  why  he  gave  them  the  coin,  or  whether  it  was  for  working  in 
the  cause  for  the  votes  he  inspired  f — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  who  they  were  voting  for? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing connected  with  the  voting. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  this  white  man  was  Mr.  D'Antignacf — ^A.  No,  sir;  this 
^onng  man  was  pointed  out  to  me  as  young  William  D'Antignac ;  I  do  not  know  that 
it  was  he,  except  from  this  statement. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  him  f — A.  I  do  not  know  him  personally. 

Redirect-examination  by  John  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  About  how  far  from  the  window  was  Mr.  D'Antignac  standing  when  he  was 
calling  the  names  of  the  voters f — A.  He  was  right  at  the  windows,  right  in  front; 
the  window  was  open  and  he  was  not  directly  in  n'ont,  and  the  negro  was  on  his  left. 
The  two  stood  in  front  of  the  window,  properly  speaking. 

Q.  Where  was  the  manager  f — A.  The  manager  was  in  front  of  them  and  I  waa 
behind  them. 

Q.  Who  was  the  closest,  you  or  the  manager f — A.  The  manager  was  somewhat 
closer. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Antignac  call  the  name  of  the  voter  before  the  vote  was  handed  in  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  the  negro  had  called  his  name,  would  yon  not  have  heard  it? — A.  Well,  I 
was  about  eight  feet  away  from  the  window ;  I  heard  Mr.  D'Antignac  call  the  names^ 
but  did  not  hear  the  negro  call  his  name. 

Rebuttal  examination  by  C.  Hknrt  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  There  was  the  usual  noise,  that  is,  about  polls f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  The  negro  could  have  giyenthe  Dame  without  you  hearing  itf — A.  I  would  not 
flay  that  I  would  have  heen  eure  to  have  heard  it;  I  was  probably  eight  feet  away 
and  the  manager  was  close  enough  to  receive  the  ballots. 

W.  B.  Stradlet. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 
[SBAL.]  Sam.  T.  Pottb,  Jr. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  examination  of  this  witne0fl  a  recess  was  taken  until 
Thursday,  February  20,  1896,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County : 

At  the  Court-Housk,  February  SO,  1896. 

Taking  of  testimony  began  at  10  a.  m. 

Appearance  for  contestant,  John  T.  West,  esq.;  appearance  for  contestee,  J.  R. 
Lamar,  esq. 

F.  L.  BASSETT,  sworn  for  the  contestant. 

Direct  examination  by  John  T.  West,  Esq. : 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  taking  of  this  testimony  on  the  ground  that 
five  days'  notice  has  not  been  given  as  to  the  name  of  the  wituess  to  be  used  in 
rebuttal,  and  also  moves  to  rule  out  the  evidence  taken  on  the  19th  of  February,  1896, 
the  names  of  the  witnesses  examined  on  that  day  not  having  been  furnished'  to  the 
contestee  five  days  in  advance  of  the  taking  of  the  testimony.) 

Q.  Mr.  Hassett,  where  do  you  livef — A.  I  live  in  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  city  of  Augusta  f — A.  Ever  since  the  year  of  1869. 

Q.  Mr.  Bassett,  I  will  ask  you  what  is  your  business? — A.  I  am  a  photographer. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  following  this  business  f — A.  Ever  since  1867. 

Q.  Mr.  Hassett,  it  has  been  testitied  by  wituesst^s  in  behalf  of  the  contestee  in  this 
case,  and  particularly  so  by  Judge  Neibling,  that  on  the  Sunday — not  the  Sunday 
immediately  preceding  the  election  in  October  of  1895  for  Congress,  but  the  Sunday 
of  the  week  previous  to  that  Sunday — that  several  men  with  guns  were  seen  on  that 
Sunday  aftenioon,  and  at  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  going  into  your  photo- 
graph gallery  carrying  these  guns,  and  that  out  of  that  grew  the  report  that  your 
gallery  was  being  made  the  armory  for  the  stacking  of  arms,  for  the  purpose  of  storine 
of  arms,  to  be  used  on  the  day  of  that  election  by  the  Populists  after  they  had  incited 
a  riot  at  the  polls :  and  I  will  ask  you  to  state  what  truth  there  was  in  the  report.— 
A.  I  think  it  is  false,  and  I  can  easily  prove  it  to  be  so. 

Q.  1  will  ask  you  if  on  that  particular  Sunday  anyone  brought  any  arms  of  any 
description  to  your  gallery? — A.  None  at  all,  sir.  If  there  were  any  arms  bronght 
to  the  gallery  I  am  not  aware  of  the  fact,  and  if  there  had  been  I  most  certainly 
would  nave  known  it. 

Q.  Then  the  statement  is  false  ? — A.  It  is,  sir.  It  might  be  possible  that  some  one 
man  who  had  been  out  in  North  Augusta  and  in  passing  stepped  in  with  a  gun,  bat 
I  doubt  it;  and  I  will  say  this,  I  think  that  I  am  sufficiently  posted  as  to  the  rela- 
tions of  the  law  with  the  matter  of  arms  to  know,  had  I  had  even  the  slightest  inten- 
tio:i  of  stacking  arms  in  my  gallery  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  as  you  nave  stated, 
that  I  certainly  would  not  have  been  doing  it  m  the  daytime. 

Q.  Then  there  is  not  even  the  foundation  for  such  a  statement? — A.  No,  sir.  And 
I  would  like  to  remark  here  that  it  seems  very  strange  t-o  me  that  he  knew  the  kind 
of  a  gun  that  he  said  was  in  a  sack.  He  must  have  been  very  close  to  the  gallery, 
or  else  he  has  got  better  eyes  than  the  ordinary  part  of  humanity  to  be  able  to 
determine  what  was  the  make  of  a  gun,  or  the  quality  of  a  gun,  or  the  kind  of  a  gon, 
that  was  in  a  sack ;  and  further  than  that,  I  saw  that  the  paper  stated  that  this  msn 
said  that  the  men  who  came  there  with  the  guns  gave  the  Masonic  sign  or  rap  on 
the  door,  and  I  would  like  to  know  if  he  is  a  Mason  or  if  he  knows  the  Masonic 
raps? 

Q.  Mr.  Bassett,  I  will  ask  you  if  any  special  knock  was  required  on  that  Snnday 
or  any  other  Sunday  to  gain  admission  to  your  photograph  gallery? — A.  No  special 
knock  was  required  of  anyone. 

Q.  Then  the  door  was  opened  at  any  ordinary  summons? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  always 
go  to  the  galley  on  Sunday  afternoons,  where  I  read  the  papers,  talk  with  friends 
who  may  drop  by,  and  also  deliver  work  to  those  that  I  have  done  it  for  the  week 
before.  The  factory  operatives,  for  whom  I  do  a  good  deal  of  work,  have  very  little 
time  to  come  and  get  their  work  except  on  Saturday  evening  and  on  Sunday,  and 
they  come  there  and  get  their  work. 

Q.  Mr.  Bassett^  you  stated  that  there  might  have  been  one  man  who  was  out  hunt- 
ing stopped  by  with  a  gun  as  he  passed,  do  you  remember  any  such  happening  ? — A.  No, 
sir;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  any  deposited  a  gun  in  my  place  at  any  time  for  more 
than  five  minutes. 
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Q.  As  to  the  storing  of  arms  in  your  gallery,  what  would  you  say  as  to  its  trath- 
fnlness,  Mr.  Bassettf — A.  I  denonnoe  it  as  a  malicious  lie,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  not  true  in  any  instance? — A.  It  is  false  in  every  particular,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Bassett,  do  yon  and  are  you  a  supporter  of  Mr.  Watson  f — A.  I  am,  sir. 

Q.  Previous  to  this  time  what  has  been  your  political  belief,  Mr.  Bassettf— A. 
Well,  sir,  it  has  been  partly  Democratic  and  partly  Republican — have  voted  both 
tickets  at  different  times  in  my  life. 

Q.  Mr.  Bassett,  where  were  you  raised  f — A.  Well,  sir;  I  was  raised  up  in  Alabama. 

Q.  And  where  were  yon  bom,  Mr.  Bassettf — A.  I  was  born  in  Macon,  Ga. 

Q.  Mr.  Bassett,  did  you  ever  vote  the  Republioan  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  voted 
for  James  G.  Blaine,  and  it  was  the  first  Presidential  vote  of  my  life,  and  I  did  it 
under  very  adverse  circnmstances,  and  when  I  thought  that  I  was  in  danger  of  my 
life  for  doing  so. 

Q.  Explain  to  us,  Mr.  Bassettf 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  this  testimony  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  in 
rebuttal  of  any  evidence  testified  to  heretofore  given,  and  it  is  irrelevent,  and 
injected  for  the  purpose  of  creating  prejudice.) 

A.  Well,  sir,  every  man  that  voted  the  Republican  ticket— every  white  man  -  was 
in  danger,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Bassett,  I  will  ask  you  if  you  have  ever  been  aroQDd  the  Congressional 
elections?— A.  Well,  I  have  been  around  them,  every  oue  that  has  been  for  Congress- 
man, and  have  always  qualified  to  cast  my  vote,  but  have  never  remained  there  but 
a  short  while. 

Q.  What  are  the  character  of  the  Congressional  elections  that  you  have  attended? — 
A.  Well,  sir,  I  think  they  were  a  disgrace  to  heatiienism. 

Q.  Mr.  Bassett,  were  they  conducted  fairly? — A.  I  do  not  think  they  were,  sir,  in 
any  instance. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  repeating  at  those  elections,  or  anything  of  that  sort? — A.  I 
think  there  was  repeating,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  officials 

(Counsel  for  coutestee  objects  to  the  testimony  now  being  given,  as  not  being 
proper  rebuttal  evidence.) 

Did  yon  see  any  oflieers  or  officials  of  the  city  or  country  present  at  any  of  these 
elections? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  disremember  whether  it  was  the  first  election  in  1892, 
or  later,  but  it  was  at  the  election  at  the  time  that  they  held  the  polling  place  at  the 
bull  pen  or  wagon  yard  on  Broad  street,  in  the  Fourth  Ward. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  see  there? — A.  I  think  it  was  Judge  W.  F.  Eve  and  Mr.  Wright. 

Q.  What  Wright  do  you  speak  of? — A.  Mr.  Boykin  Wright.   1  also  saw  Mr.  Cohen. 

Q.  You  mean  Mr.  C.  Henry  Cohen,  the  solicitor  of  the  city  court?  —A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
also  saw  Chief  Hood  and  Lieutenant  Cartledge  of  the  police  force. 

Q.  What  were  they  doing? — A.  They  were  standing  with  their  backs  to  the  wall 
and  their  faces  fronting  on  the  street  talking  and  laughing  while  the  heelers  were 
passing  backward  and  forward  by  them. 

Q.  Who  were  these  heelers  th:it  you  refer  to? — A.  One  of  them  was  J.  J.  Davis. 

Q.  Who  is  J.  J.  Davis? — A.  He  is  oue  of  the  firemen  on  the  fire  department  of  the 
city.  Another  of  tbeni  was  Mr.  Webster  who  is  a  fireman  on  the  fire  department. 
Another  was  Mr.  Charles  O'Hara,  a  fireman. 

Q.  All  three  are  members  of  the  Augusta  fire  department? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  were 
stationed  at  the  same  engine  house,  or  were  at  the  time. 

.  Q.  What  were  they  doing? — A.  Tiiey  were  bringing  negro  men  out  of  the  gate  of 
that  wagon  yard  and  carrying  them  up  to  the  polls  to  vote  and  they  would  return, 
look  about,  go  at  once  around  the  corner  and  come  in  at  the  hack  gate  of  the  wagon 
yard  and  in  a  few  moments  they  would  go  in  and  waltz  out  another  lot  and  carry 
them  up  to  the  polls,  nnd  were  repeating  this  right  along.  I  asked  if  such  a  scene 
was  not  a  disgrace  to  a  civilized  city  of  churches  like  Augusta.  I  asked  Jake  Keenei 
if  it  was  not  a  disgrace  to  the  city. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Jake  Keener  that  yon  mention? — A.  He  is  the  uncle  of  the  clerk  of 
the  court. 

Q.  Did  he  make  you  any  reply  to  the  question  ? — A.  He  said  that  he  could  not  see 
anvthing  wrong. 

Q.  And  this  squad  were  repeating  their  votes? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  now  being  given  by  the  wit- 
ness, on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  rebuttal  and  refers  to  the  election  of  1892,  is  irrele- 
vant, and  moves  to  rule  it  out.) 

A.  They  were  repeating. 

Q.  How  about  1894  and  1895  elections  for  Congressman? — A.  I  saw  things  of  a  sim- 
ilar kind  in  1894  and  1895.  I  do  not  remember  seeing  Judge  Eve  and  Mr.  Cohen 
there. 

Q.  How  many  policemen  did  you  see  there? — A.  I  saw  Lieutenant  Cartledge  and 
25  or  30  policemen. 
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Crom-examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Bassett,  you  had  heard  abont  this  repurt  of  armsf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  hear  abont  this  matter  of  arms? — A.  It  was  through  the 
papers. 

Q.  That  was  the  first  time  that  yoa  heard  of  itf — A.  That  was  my  first  information, 
when  I  saw  the  report  of  the  testimony  of  those  men  in  the  paper. 

(^,  Yon  had  never  heard  of  it  before  this  timef — A.  I  had  never  heard  of  it  before. 
I  did  not  know  of  any  snch  being  charged  till  I  saw  it  in  the  paper. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Bassett,  I  nnderstand  that  yoa  are  a  warm  supporter  of  Mr.  Wat- 
son f — ^A.  I  believe  I  am,  sir. 

Q.  Were  not  political  meetings  held  at  yonr  place  of  bosiness  at  times  ?—A« 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  they  were  held  near  your  place  of  business? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  And  no  political  club  meets  at  or  near  your  place  of  business f— A.  No,  sir;  not 
to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  have  no  gatherings  of  any  kind  there  f — ^A.  Well,  I  have  a  good  many 
friends  who  drop  in  at  times  when  they  are  passing,  and  we  often  discuss  matters. 

Q.  Then  I  unaerstand  you  that  you  have  no  formal  meetings ;  that  the  supporters 
of  Mr.  Watson  do  not  congregate  at  yonr  gidlery  f — A.  Only  my  friends  come  there, 
and  there  are  a  great  many  of  others  than  Populists  in  these,  and  others  stop  there 
and  chat  who  are  for  Mr.  Black. 

Q.  Recall  a  friend  of  Mr.  Black  who  has  stopped  there  and  chatted  with  you.— A. 
I  can  not  recall  them  now. 

Q.  You  never  had  as  many  as  a  half  dozen  to  stop  there  at  one  time  and  talk  f— A. 
I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  friends  stopping  there  and  discussing  matters?  Did  they 
not  come  there  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  politics? — A.  And  the  questions  of  the 
day. 

Q.  Yonr  business  is  principally  with  the  factory  operatives? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  belong 
to  the  illiterate. 

Q.  And  they  are  usually  supporters  of  Mr.  Watson,  are  they  not? — A.  I  think  they 
are,  sir. 

Q.  And  jrou  always  support  Mr.  Watson,  do  yon  not? — A.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Q.  And  if  there  were  any  friends  assembled  at  your  place  of  business,  there  were 
supporters  of  Mr.  Black  as  well  as  Watson? — A.  Both  Watson  and  Black  men  stop 
there  and  talk. 

Q.  You  can  not  tell  me  the  names  of  the  Black  supporters  that  hare  stopped 
there? — A.  I  do  not  recall  their  names  now,  sir. 

Redirect  examination  by  John  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Bassett,  you  say  that  the  way  you  suppose  that  the  idea  ^ot  out — thatabont 
the  guns — was  possibly  by  the  fact  that  some  dropped  in  there  with  a  K^n  for  a  fow 
moments  who  had  been  hunting;? — A.  It  could  not  nave  gotten  out  truthfully  in  any 
other  way.  I  will  also  say  this,  that  since  I  was  paroled  at  the  close  of  the  wsr  I 
have  been  always  against  pistols  and  guns.  I  have  been  very  much  opposed  to  them 
and  have  always  taken  every  occasion  to  condemn  their  use.  I  have  always  thought 
that  when  you  see  a  pistol  sticking  out  of  the  rear  pocket  of  a  man,  it  did  not  matter 
who  he  was,  that  he  was  nothing  but  a  coward. 

Q.  If  I  understand  yon,  Mr.  Bassett,  you  have  not  been  an  active  man  in  politics?^ 
A.  I  have  not  been,  sir. 

Q.  And  do  not  remain  at  the  polls  during  the  election  day? — A.  I  do  not.  The 
longest  that  I  have  been  at  the  polls  was  in  the  late  municipal  election,  in  December 
last. 

Q.  You  generally  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  and  then  return  to  vour  place  of  bnii* 
ness? — A.  With  the  exception  tnat  I  usually  stay  there  about  a  half  or  an  hour  before 
returning. 

Q.  In  1892  you  saw  this  goiug  on  wrong  and  spoke  to  Mr.  Keener  and  asked  him  if 
it  was  not  a  disgrace? — ^A.  Yes,  sir 

Q.  And  he  made  you  the  reply  that  he  could  not  see  anything  going  on  wrong 
there? — A.  That  wa.-*  his  reply,  sir. 

Rebuttal  examination  by  Mr.  Joseph  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Bassett,  I  will  ask  you  if  Mr.  Keener  is  not  a  Democrat? — ^A.  He  is. 
•  Q.  And  he  said  that  he  could  not  see  anything  wrong  there  that  day? — A.  He  did. 

F.  L.  Bassstf. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[seal.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public  of  Richmond  Countp,  Go. 
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JOHN  T.  BATEMAN,  sworn  for  the  oonteBtant. 

Direct  examination  by  John  T.  West,  Esq. : 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  taking  of  this  testimony  on  the  gronnd 
that  the  five  days'  notice  has  not  been  given  as  to  the  name  of  the  witness  to  be  used 
in  rebuttal,  as  is  required  by  the  law.) 

Q.  What  is  your  name  f — A.  John  T.  Bateman. 

Q.  Mr.  Bateman,  where  do  you  live? — A.  I  live  in  the  Fourth  Ward  of  the  city  of 
Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Augusta,  Mr.  Bateman? — ^A.  Thirty  years,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  bomf — A.  I  was  born  right  here  in  the  city  of  Augusta. 

Q.  Then  you  have  lived  here  all  your  life? — A.  With  the  exception  of  eight  or  nine 
years,  during  the  SO's,  that  I  spent  in  the  West. 

Q.  Mr.  Bateman,  do  you  know  Mr.  F.  L.  Basset t,  the  photographer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  location  of  the  photograph  gallery  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  at  1214 
Broa<l  street. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  go  there? — A.  Y'es,  sir;  I  eo  there  often  when  I  am  not  at  work.  I 
•top  there  often  when  I  am  passing  up  and  down  the  street. 

Q.  Do  you  go  there  often  on  Sundays? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  short  time  ago  1  was  there 
frequently.  What  carried  me  there  so  much  was  that  I  was  taking  instructions  from 
Mr.  Bassett  in  photography,  and  learning  the  business. 

Q.  Yon  and  he  are  good  friends,  I  suppose,  and  always  have  been? — A.  Y^'es,  sir; 
we  are. 

Q.  Did  you  have  occasion  to  go  there  any  prior  to  the  special  election  for  Congress- 
man in  1895? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  only  on  Sundays. 

Q.  Were  you  there  every  Sunday  at  that  time? — A.  I  think  every  one  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Q.  Did* you  see  anyone  bring  any  guns  to  the  gallery  on  any  Sunday  afternoon? — 
A.  I  have  never  seen  a  gun  in  the  place. 

Q.  If  anyone  had  brought  guns  into  the  gallery,  would  you  have  been  likely  to 
have  seen  them? — A.  I  think  that  if  the  charge  were  a  fact  that  I  would  have  cer- 
tainly known  it,  and  I  would  have  seen  them,  for  I  have  access  to  every  part  of  that 
gallery. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  see  even  anything  to  awaken  your  suspicion  of  the  gallery 
being  used  as  an  armory  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Bateman,  if  it  was  reported  that  arms  were  stacked  in  that  gallery  the 
Sunday  week  previous  to  the  last  Sunday  before  the  election,  and  that  they  were 
oarried  in  on  Sunday  afternoon,  how  would  you  characterize  that  report f—A.  I 
would  say  that  it  is  a  false  report. 

Cross-examination  by  Joseph  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Have  you  heard  this  report  before? — A.  Not  until  I  heard  of  it  through  the 
paper. 

Q.  You  meet  a  good  many  friends  and  acquaintanoes  at  the  gallery  when  you  go 
in  there,  do  yon  not? — A.  During  the  week  I  usually  meet  a  few;  on  Sundays  I 
I  have  found  none. 

Q.  The  gallery  is  a  popular  place,  is  it  not? — A.  A  good  many  drop  in  there  and 
chat. 

Q.  They  are  political  friends  of  Mr.  Bassett? — A.  Not  political  friends,  but  busi- 
ness friends  and  general  acquaintances. 

Q.  Sometimes  Siere  are  as  many  as  four  or  five  there  at  one  time?— A.  I  possibly 
have  seen  that  many  there. 

Q.  Bfr.  Bassett  is  a  strong  Watson  man  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Bassett  is  a  Watson  man. 

Q.  And  yon  are  a  Watson  man,  are  yon  not? — A.  I  have  always  voted  for  Bir, 
Watson  when  in  the  city. 

Q.  The  friends  who  congregate  there  are  Populists,  and  talk  politics? — ^A.  I  have 
seen  both  Populists  and  Democrats  at  the  place  talking  politics. 

Jko.  T.  Bateman. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAi..]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Puhlie,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

GEORGE  S.  MURPHET,  sworn  for  the  contestant. 

Direct  examination  by  John  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Mnrphey,  yon  have  been  recalled  in  this  case  for  the  purpose  of  asking  yon 
a  few  things  tnat  have  come  out  in  the  rebuttal  evidence  introduced  by  Mr.  Black. 
Mr.  Murphey,  Dr.  Molnnis  and  Mr.  Sullivan  stated  in  their  testimony  that  after  the 
examination  before  them  of  two  of  the  men  on  your  list  of  suspects,  that  you  for- 
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mally  withdrew  all  of  the  names  that  you  presented.    How  about  that  f — A.  They  are 
simply  mistaken;  I  did  not  do  anything  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Did  yon  say  anything  that  would  have  led  to  the  legitimate  conclusion  that 
yon  had  done  sof — A.  I  think  that  Mr.  Sullivan  asked  me  the  qneslion  if  1  would 
witlidraw  the  lists,  and  I  replied  by  smiling  and  shaking  my  head. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  If  it  was  a  request  that  you  withdraw  the  lists  that  he  madef— 
A.  No,  sir;  he  asked  if  I  would  withdraw  it;  and  if  there  was  any  misunderstand- 
ing as  to  my  answer  to  the  question,  it  was  because  they  did  not  pay  any  attention 
or  were  not  looking  at  me. 

Q.  lliere  were  no  s^rounds  for  any  such  opinion  on  their  part? — A.  None,  sir,  if 
they  were  paying  strict  attention ;  and  I  had  no  intention  of  saying  so. 

Q.  Then  there  is  no  truth  in  the  statement  that  you  withdrew  the  list  of  suspects 
that  you  had  presented  to  the  board  of  registration  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Miirphey,  Dr.  Mclnnis  and  Mr.  Sullivan  both  deny  thac  the  suspects  were 
brought  in  and  asked  questions  calculated  to  relieve  them  of  their  trouble ;  that  they 
were  asked  leading  questions. — A.  The  witnesses  were  questioned  just  as  I  tint 
stated  here. 

Q.  Your  impression  was  that  they  were  leading  and  calculated  to  help  the  negroes 
out  of  their  tronblef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Murphey,  Mri  Numberger  was  asked  by  the  counsel  for  conteetee,  when  he 
was  on  the  stand  for  the  contestee — 1  think  it  was  Mr.  Numberger — if  it  had  been 
the  custom  to  have  these  headtpiarters,  or  rendezvous,  or  whatever  you  may  cnll  the 
places  near  the  polls,  and  he  said  they  were  the  custom:  and  said  in  the  same  con- 
nection that  he  had  seen  George  Mnriihey  and  Jesse  Tnompson,  in  previous  years, 
running  them,  or  in  them.  How  about  that,  and  what  about  your  connection  with 
themf — A.  I  saw  a  notice  of  that,  that  Mr.  Numberger  bad  testified  to  such,  and  I 
stopped  Mr.  Numberger  and  asked  him  why  he  did  not  explain  the  whole  matter 
and  give  the  names  ofall  those  connecte<l  with  it  at  the  time,  and  further  asked  him 
why  he  selected  Mr.  Jesse  Thompson  and  myself  alone  to  make  a  butt  of  us.  The 
idea  that  he  has  of  the  matter  originated  in  this  way :  Some  years  ago,  when  the  city 
of  Aufi;usta  was  domineered  over  by  the  corrupt  ring  known  as  the  Bob  May  admin- 
istration, or  ring,  the  committee  of  one  hundred  was  formed,  consisting  of  the 
must  prominent  citizens  and  the  best  business  men  of  the  city  of  Augusta,  and  that 
committee  seemed  to  think  that  the  best  way  to  outgeneral  or  whip  the  Bob  May 
ring — of  which  ring  Mr.  Numberger  was  a  member,  and  held  a  position  as  police  com- 
missioner, under  that  administration,  from  the  First  Ward — it  was  thought  best,  in 
order  to  outwit  or  outgeneral  this  ring,  to  use  their  own  tactics*  and  while  I  did  not 
actually  participate  in  the  penning  of  the  negroes,  I  am,  in  fact,  as  much  responsible 
for  it  as  those  who  did  happen  to  go  into  the  places,  or  any  of  those  who  participated 
by  contributions,  as  1  did  contribute  to  the  campaign.  So  did  a  good  many  of  the 
most  progressive  business  men  and  prominent  citizens  of  Augusta,  and  I  asked  Mr. 
Numberger  why  he  did  not  mention  these  gentlemen  in  connection  with  it,  as  they 
are  every  one  just  as  much  responsible  for  it  as  Jesse  Thompson  and  George  Murphey, 
for  they  contributed  toward  it,  and  that  is  the  extent  of  my  connection  with  it.  I 
have  purposely  written  the  following  list  of  gentlemen,  which  shows  that  Mr.  Jesse 
Thompson  and  George  Murphey  are  not  alone  responsible  for  the  matter,  as  they  also 
contributed  to  this  campaign  and  are  as  much  responsible  as  anyone;  they  are  prom- 
nent  citizens  and  business  men,  who  are  well  known  in  this  community :  L.  0.  Hayne, 
Jesse  Thompson,  W.  S.  Gregg,  Asbury  Hull,  J.  M.  Hays,  Lamar  L.  Fleming,  James 
Tobin,  Hugh  Alexander,  W.  N.  Meroier,  J.  P.  Doughty,  Joseph  R.  Lamar,  J.  H.  Alex- 
ander, W.  H.  Barrett,  George  J.  Howard,  W.  A.  Garrett,  T.  M.  Philpot,  S.  L.  Osborne, 
J.  M.  Berry,  R.  W.  Hunt,  C.  H.  Howard,  J.  A.  Summeraul,  F.  A.  Calhoun,  T.  W.Alex- 
ander, J.  W.  Moore,  Luther  Stalling,  and  George  8.  Murphey,  and  others,  who  were 
contributors  to  the  campaign  fund. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you,  Mr.  Murphey,  if  yon  went  into  those  pens  where  the  ne^oes  were 
corralled  f — A.  No,  I  never  went  into  them.  I  do  assume  as  much  responsibility  for 
that  campaign  as  any  who  contributed  to  it,  and  I  was  the  treasurer  of  it,  but  I 
had  no  more  to  do  with  it  than  Mr.  Lamar  here,  who  was  a  contributor  to  it  and  as 
much  responsible. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  wish  to  state  that  yon  can  recall? — A.  I  believe 
that  is  all. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  this,  Mr.  Murphey,  in  reference  to  those  gentlemen  that  yon  have 
named;  you  mean  that  they  had  as  much  connection  with  that  campaign  and  are  as 
much  responsible  for  it  as  you  are?— A.  Just  as  much  so  as  I  did. 

Q,  You  were  simply  one  of  the  contributors  in  the  campaign? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr. 
Lamar,  I  never  went  into  one  of  those  pens. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Murphey,  you  do  not  mean  that  you  saw  these  gentlemen  in  the  pens?— A. 
No,  sir. 
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Q.  Yotf  mean  that  thev  simply  contributed  to  the  committee  of  one  hundred? — 
A.  They  contributed  to  the  snccess  of  that  campai>;n. 

Q.  And  they  are  morally  responsible  for  itf — A.  Yes,  sir;  Just  as  much  so  as  I  am. 

Q.  You  have  never  bfen  into  those  pensf — A.  I  never  went  into  them  in  my  life^ 
and  was  connected  with  them  only  as  I  have  told  you. 

Q.  On  the  subject  of  withdrawing  the  names,  do  I  understand  you  did  not  leave 
with  the  positive  understandinir  that  you  withdrew  the  names? — A.  They  may  not 
have  understood  me,  and  I  do  not  know  that  they  did,  but  I  simply  shook  my  head 
and  left  the  room. 

Q.  It  is  possible  that  they  might  have  thought  that  you  withdrew  the  names? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  it  is  possible. 

Q.  You  say  that  Mr.  Sullivan  did  ask  leading  (luestions? — A.  That  is  my  correct 
impression. 

Q.  Did  he  have  anything  in  his  hand? — A.  He  had  a  paper  or  memorandum  in  his 
hand. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  books  containing  the  names  of  the  voters  and  the  lists 
containing  the  names  of  the  suspects  were  in  the  control  of  Mr.  Hargraves  and  Dr. 
Mclnnis,  and  that  Mr.  Sullivan  did  not  have  them  or  use  them  in  asking  the  ques- 
tions?— A.  I  do  not  think  so;  they  were  sitting  close  together. 

Q.  How  close  together  were  they  sitting? — A.  About  as  close  as  yon  gentlemen 
are  sitting  around  this  table. 

Q.  You  can  not  [pointing  to  his  memorandum]  plainly  know,  from  where  yon  are 
sitting,  what  I  have  on  this  paper? — ^A.  I  can  not. 

Q.  Can  any  of  the  other  gentkmcn  read  what  I  have  on  it?-— A.  No,  sir.  I  will 
state  further  in  reference  to  the  answer  just  made  that  I  noticed  that  the  witnesses 
or  voters  were  snbpcpnaed,  and  those  that  they  subpcenaed  it  is  possible  to  have 
had  duplicates  of  the  subpipnas,  or  two  or  three  of  them. 

Q.  Tnat  is  possible,  Mr.  Mnrphey,  but  it  was  not  the  way  it  was  done,  is  it? — A.  I 
do  not  know. 

Q.  Mr.  Mnrphey,  Dr.  Neil  Mclnnis  said  it  was  impossible  for  Mr.  Sullivan  to  have 
asked  leading  questions,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  lists  of  the  challenges  of  the 
voters,  together  with  the  list  of  registered  voters,  were  in  the  hands  of  himself  and 
Mr.  Hargraves;  that  as  one  called  the  names  the  other  referred  to  the  lists,  and 
that  Mr.  Sullivan  did  not  have  before  him  any  data  letting  him  know  who  the  voter 
was,  how  old  he  was,  or  where  he  lived,  and  that  he  asked  the  questions,  where  do 
yon  live  and  of  the  age  he  was,  and  that  one  of  them  checked  the  answers  with  the 
registration  lists  and  the  other  with  the  suspect  list,  both  of  which  were  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Hargraves  or  Dr.  Mclnnis. — A.  I  know  this:  Mr.  Sullivan  had  the  memoran- 
dum that  I  had  made  out,  and  it  gave  the  address,  age,  and  the  name  of  the  negro. 
He  had  it,  for  he  would  frequently  say,  **  I  see  you  have  challenged  so  and  so,"  and 
would  then  turn  around  and  say,  ''Call  John  Smith.''  The  data  in  reference  to  eacb 
individual  was  on  the  list  that  I  gave  to  Mr.  Sullivan. 

Q.  How  many  were  examined  ? — A.  Only  two  or  three  on  my  list.  You  can  see  very 
plainly  that  he  had  all  the  information  that  he  wanted  before  him,  for  I  had  a  written 
memorandum  under  each  name. 

Q.  They  testify  that  Mr.  Hargraves  had  the  registration  list  that  was  furnished  by 
the  tax  collector,  and  Dr.  Mclnnis  had  the  list  of  challenged  voters. — A.  He  did  not 
have  the  list  that  I  gave  in. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  the  same  is  true  about  the  other  names  examined? — ^A. 
No,  sir;  but  I  know  that  Mr.  Sullivan  had  my  list,  for  he  handed  it  to  me  to  read  off 
what  I  had  on  it,  and  I  handed  it  back  to  him. 

Redirect  examination  by  John  T.  West,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Murphey,  it  has  been  charged  by  one  of  the  witnesses  on  the  other  side 
that  only  a  few  years  ago,  on  one  occasion,  that  you  and  Mr.  Jesse  Thompson  ran  the 
Populist  negroes  from  the  polls.    This  was  during  the  existence  of  the  committee  of 
one  hundred  also. — A.  I  answer  that  by  saying  that  there  were  no  Populist  negroes 
in  the  campaign  at  all.  / 

Q.  That  was  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  Populist  party? — A.  I  do  not  know,  not 
remembering  that;  but  I  do  remember  that  it  was  during  the  campaign  of  Alexander 
for  mayor,  and  that  has  been  about  five  years  ago. 

Q.  It  was  previous  to  the  1892  campaign  of  Mr.  Watson's? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  about  the  negroes  being  run  away  from  the  polls  then? — ^A.  They  were 
not  Populist  negroes.  We  did  have  a  fuss  at  the  polls  at  that  time,  but  Mr.  Thomp* 
son  was  not  there.    The  parties  in  it  were  F.  A.  Calhoun,  R.  W.  Hunt,  and  myself. 

Q.  They  were  all  Democrats  then,  and  are  now? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Geo.  S.  Murphey. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public  of  Bickmond  County,  6a. 

A  recess  was  here  taken  until  Friday,  February  21,  at  10  a.  m. 
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Stats  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County : 

At  tub  C0CRT-UOU8E,  Fehruary  21, 1896, 

Appearance  for  the  coDtestant,  John  T.  West,  esq.;  appearance  for  contestee,  C. 
Henry  Cohen,  esq. 

W.  J.  DEA8,  sworn  for  contestant. 

Direct  examination  by  John  T.  West,  £8q. : 

Q.  Mr.  Deas,  where  do  .you  live? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  taking  of  this  testimony  of  the  witness  just 
sworn  on  the  ground  that  they  have  nut  had  the  live  days'  notice  required  by  the 
statute  in  such  cases  provided.) 

A.  In  Richmond  County,  Ga.,  and  in  the  city  of  Augusta. 

Q.  Mr.  Deas,  how  long  have  yon  lived  in  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  6a.  f— A.  I 
was  raised  in  Richmond  County,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  are  you,  Mr.  Deasf — A.  57  years. 

Q.  Mr.  Deas,  do  you  know  Mr.  J.  L.  Cartledgef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  character  and  reputation  as  to  truthfulness? — A.  Well,  sir,  I 
never  heard  anything  derogatory  to  his  character  till  I  read  the  testimony  in  this 
«abe.  I  ha*i  never  heard  anything  against  him  till  the  publishing  of  that  testimony. 
To  the  contrarv,  I  have  always  heard  and  believed  that  he  was  upright,  honest,  trath- 
ful,  and  straightforward. 

Q.  Y^om  your  knowledge  of  him,  and  from  his  reputation,  would  you  believe  him 
under  oath? — ^A.  I  certainly  would,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Deas,  did  you  ever  have  a  talk  with  Dr.  Mclnnis,  who  was  one  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic registrars  of  Richmond  County,  previous  to  the  last  election? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
had  a  talk  with  Dr.  Mclnnis. 

Q.  Was  it  in  relerence  to  the  registration? — A.  It  was  not  in  reference  to  the  reg- 
istration. 

Q.  1  will  ask  ^ou  if  you  ever  had  any  conversation  with  Dr.  Mclnnis,  one  of  the 
Democratic  registrars,  and  one  of  the  witnesses  in  this  case,  prior  to  the  special 
•election,  regarding  the  methods  of  conducting  elections  in  Richmond  County,  and 
his  reply  to  that? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects,  and  protests  against  the  witness  testifying  to  any- 
thing that  transpired  between  him  and  Dr.  Mclnnis,  or  anybody  else,  in  reference  to 
the  way  elections  in  this  county  are  conducted,  the  sole  issue  being  the  election  in 
October,  1895,  for  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Congress  between  Thomas  £.  Watson 
and  James  C.  C.  Black,  and  the  way  that  elections  in  this  county  are  conducted 
having  nothing  to  do  with  the  Jaws  governing  Congressional  elections:  and  further 
objects  on  the  ground  that  Dr.  Mclnnis,  if  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Deas,  did  not 
«laim  to  speak  for  the  Democratic  party,  and  only  claimed  to  speak  as  an  individual 
in  a  private  conversation  of  a  confidential  nature  with  an  acquaintance  of  many 
years.) 

A.  I  do  not  remember  all  of  the  conversation  that  we  had.  I  have  known  Dr. 
Mclnnis  for  years,  and  have  been  intimate  with  him,  and  when  we  meet  we  always 
epeak,  and  are  very  pleasant,  he  to  me  and  I  to  him.  1  do  not  remember  all  of  the 
conversation.    We  were  talking  on  politics. 

Q.  When  was  this,  Mr.  Deas? — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  date  of  the  conversation. 
I  did  not  charge  my  mind  with  it,  and  happened  to  blab  out  the  converaation  with- 
out thinking  of  being  a  witness  here. 

Q.  Tell  us  the  conversation  that  passed  between  Dr.  Mclnnis  and  you,  and  what  he 
said  to  you  about  the  methods  used. — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  last  year 
or  the  year  before,  but  I  said  to  him,  "  Doctor,  there  is  one  thing  that  is  very  hard  for 
ns  to  understand.^'  He  replied,  **  What  is  that,  Deas,  **  and  I  renlied,  "  That  is  how 
a  high-toned  gentleman  like  yon  can  consent  to  the  corrupt  metnods  and  to  the  cor- 
rupt elections."  He  replied,  ''Why  Deas,  the  end  justifies  the  means."  I  said  to 
him,  ''It  is  anything,  just  so  you  beat  Watson?"  And  he  said,  "Tes;  anything." 
But  Dr.  Mclnnis  is  not  the  only  one  that  has  made  me  a  similar  reply.  H.  T. 
Walker  made  a  like  reply  to  the  same  question. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  the  polls  in  the  Congressional  election  of  1892? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  polls  were  you,  Mr.  Deasf — A.  I  was  at  the  First  Ward  polls. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  W.  H.  Numberger  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  witness  attempting  to  testify  to  the  election 
of  1892,  that  election  having  been  passed  on  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
and  the  seat  awarded  to  Mr.  Black,  and  evidence  thereto  being  totally  irrelevant.) 

Q.  State  what  you  saw  Mr.  Numberger  doing  there. — A.  Well,  Mr.  Numberger 
was  occupying  the  position  that  we  call  heeler  at  that  election. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that? — A.  He  was  bringing  voters— oolored  voters,  I  do 
not  think  he  brought  any  white  voters — up  to  the  polls  and  voting  them  and  then 
paying  them  money. 
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Q.  How  much  was  he  paying  them,  ^r.  Deasf — A.  Very  often  I  thought  he  was 
giying  them  money,  bat  rememuer  positively  that  I  saw  him  give  them  money  twice, 
and  it  was  a  dollar  piece  and  a  50-cent  piece,  and  I  called  attention  to  it  and  tola 
him  that  he  was  getting  very  open  with  bis  giving  of  money,  and  he  langhed  and 
said  that  I  did  not  know  what  he  gave  the  money  for.  I  told  him  that  when  I  saw 
a  man  giving  a  voter  money  Just  after  he  had  voted  that  it  was  a  reasonable  suppo- 
sition that  he  was  giving  it  for  the  vote. 

Q.  VHiat  reply  (Ud  ^lr.  Nnrnberger  make  to  this? — ^A.  He  laughed  and  did  not 
reply. 

Q.'  Mr.  Deas,  parties  have  testified  here  that  thev  did  not  see  any  negroes  heeled 
up  or  paid  money  by  a  certain  Mr.  Rawls,  and  1  will  ask  you  what  you  know  to  the 
contrary f — A.  I  do  not  know,  except  that  at  one  time,  just  lately,  I  had  Kawls 
working  at  my  meat  shop,  but  did  not  know  anything  of  the  matter  at  the  time, 
until  I  saw  in  the  paper  that  witnesses  had  sworn  that  they  did  not  see  Rawls  heel- 
ing np  negroes  at  the  election  of  1895,  and  I  asked  Kawls  about  the  matter. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestce  objects  to  the  witness  testifying  to  what  somebody  else 
told  him,  the  same  being  hearsay  of  the  raukest  kind.) 

Q.  What  did  Rawls  say  in  reply?— A.  He  said  they  did  see  him,  for  he  did  it.  I 
said,  **  Is  that  a  fact,  IMllV'  and  he  said.  **  Yes;  but  I  am  ashamed  of  it." 

Cross-examination  by  C.  Henry  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  are  a  leading  Populist  of  the  oounty,  Mr.  Deasf— A.  No,  sir.  I  never  was 
a  leader. 

Q.  You  have  been  one  of  the  staunchest  advocates  of  Mr.  Watson  since  his  candi- 
dacies, since  the  organization  of  the  party  f — A.  I  have  been  an  earnest  supporter  of 
Mr.  Watson  for  the  simple  reason  that  I  believe  he  is  the  only  sound  Democrat  offer- 
ing for  office. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Populist  party? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  am. 

Q.  You  always  vote  for  the  Populist  ticket  that  is  in  the  field? — A.  On  some  occa- 
sions I  have  not  voted  at  all. 

Q.  Name  a  time  when  they  had  a  ticket  that  you  did  not  vote  it. — A.  Every  time 
that  Watson  has  ran  I  have  voted  for  him. 

Q.  Hut  name  a  tifvket  that  they  had  in  the  field  that  yon  did  not  vote. — A.  I  did 
not  vote  for  the  last  county  ticket. 

Q.  You  think  that  the  Populists  had  a  ticket  for  comity  officers  in  the  last  county 
election? — A.  Yes,  sir;  for  all  of  them. 

Q.  Why,  they  did  not  have  a  man  on  the  ticket? — A.  I  think  so.  I  think  they  had 
a  ticket  in  the* field. 

Q.  You  are  well  satisfied  that  in  the  last  election  the  Populists  had  a  ticket  in  the 
field  for  county  officers? — ^A.  It  is  in  my  mind  that  way. 

Q.  Are  you  willing  to  say  that  they  had  a  ticket  in  the  field? — A.  I  am  satisfied 
they  did. 

Q.  Are  you  as  well  satisfied  of  that  as  vou  are  of  the  other  matters  that  you  have 
testified  to? — A.  No,  sir.  I  saw  things  that  I  have  testified  to  that  I  am  positive 
about.  If  yon  want  to  know  my  politics  I  will  tell  you  and  then  there  will  not  be 
any  trouble. 

Q.  Very  well,  teU  me  your  politics. — A.  I  am  nonpartisan  in  politics.  Up  to  a 
few  years  ago  I  claimed  to  be  a  Democrat  and  voted  for  the  nominee  of  the  party, 
right  or  wrong,  but  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Democratic  party  is  as 
corrupt  as  the  Republican  party,  as  a  party  organization,  and  did  not  adhere  to 
Democratic  principles,  and  1  made  up  my  mind  that  I  would  no  longer  be  a  partisan 
in  political  matters.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  keep  myself  in  the 
atmosphere  of  a  patriot,  above  partisauism,  and  let  party  and  men  go. 

Q.  Well,  answer  this  question :  When  did  this  change  come  in  your  mind  that  led 
you  to  determine  that  you  would  support  only  patriots  ? — A.  Four  or  five  years  since. 

Q.  Was  it  at  the  same  time,  when  you  determined  to  support  patriots  only,  that 
Mr.  Watson  appeared  demanding  the  Populist  platform? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  came  to  the  conclusion  before  that? — A.  It  was  during  the  campaign  for 
the  primary  between  Watson  and  Barnes. 

Q.  Mr.  Deas,  who  did  you  support  in  that  campaign? — A.  I  supported  Watson. 

Q.  And  you  have  supported  Watson  ever  since? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  an  Alliance  man. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been,  since  the  time  that  he  was  first  a  candidate,  an  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  Mr.  Watson  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  enthusiastic,  Mr.  Cohen. 

Q.  Well,  say  zealous,  then? — A.  I  might  say  zealous.  I  do  not  change  my  politics 
very  rapidly. 

Q.  Except  from  Democracy? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  very  loath  about  surrendering 
Democracy  party,  and  for  some  time  did  not  know  about  it,  being  a  lifetime  associate 
of  it. 

Q.  You  were  afraid  to  leave  the  Democratic  party? — A.  Sorry  I  did  not  leave  it 
before. 
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Q.  You  did  not  go  to  the  Republican  party,  as  yon  found  it  as  rotten  as  the  Demo- 
cratic party? — A.  Reverse  the  parties,  Mr.  Cohen,  and  yon  will  have  it  correct.  I 
thought  the  Democratic  party  was  as  corrupt  as  the  Republican  part^. 

Q.  Well,  you  went  into  the  new  party,  the  Third  Party  f— A.  No,  I  did  not  say  that, 
Mr.  Cohen.  If'roui  that  time  I  made  up  my  mind  that  I  would  be  strictly  nonpartisan 
in  politicid  matters.  I  have  tried  to  keep  myself  above,  in  the  atmosphere  of  a 
patriot. 

Q.  Yon  consider  that  the  Populists  are  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  patriots? — A.  I 
think  not  all. 

Q.  Then  all  Populists  are  not  patriots? — A.  No,  sir;  and  I  do  not  say  that  all 
Democrats  are  not  patriots. 

Q.  You  can  not  recall  the  time  that  you  and  Dr.  Mclnnis  had  this  conversation 
that  you  have  mentioned? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  one,  two,  or  three  years  ago,  do  you? — ^A.  1 
no  not  know  whether  it  was  last  year  or  the  year  before.  1  think  it  was  one  or  the 
other  of  the  two  years.    I  made  no  not«  of  it  at  the  time,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  been  knowing  Dr.  Mclnnis  for  a  long  number  of  years? — ^A.  I  think 
for  about  fifteen  years,  and  I  know  for  eight  or  ten  years. 

Q.  Was  anybody  else  there  when  you  had  this  talk  with  the  doctor? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
Anderson  W.  Carmichael. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  is? — A.  I  think  he  is  dead.  It  occurs  to  me  that  there 
were  one  or  two  others  present,  but  1  do  not  remember  who  they  were. 

Q.  Mr.  Deas,  Dr.  Mclnnis  kuew  that  you  were  an  honest  advocate  of  Mr.  Watson  ? — 
A.  Oh,  yes;  he  knew  that  I  was  on  the  opposite  side  from  him. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  election  in  1895  here  in  Augusta?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  voted  at  the 
Third  Ward. 

Q.  You  were  deput^^  United  States  marshal  or  constable  in  1892? — A.  I  was  the 
United  States  supervisor  in  the  First  Ward. 

Q.  Recommended  by  the  Populist  party? — A.  I  do  not  know  who  I  was  Treom- 
mended  by. 

Q.  You  represented  the  Populist  party  ? — A.  I  know  that  1  was  appointed  as  a 
Populist. 

Q.  Then  you  were  recommended  by  the  Populists? — A.  I  do  not  know  who  I  was 
recommended  by,  whether  he  was  a  Populist  or  a  Democrat. 

Q.  You  did  not  act  as  a  Democrat? — A.  I  did  not,  and  suppose  it  was  a  Populist 
recommendation . 

Q.  What  business  are  yon  now  engaged  in,  Mr.  Deas? — A.  Green  groceries. 

Q.  Are  you  in  business  for  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

W.  J.  Dras. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public  of  Biohmond  County,  Go. 

A  recess  was  here  taken  until  Monday,  February  24,  1896,  at  10  a.  m. 

State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

At  the  Court-House,  February  U,  1896. 

Appearance  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq.;  appearance  for  contestes,  J.  B. 
Lamar,  esq.,  and  C.  H.  Cohen,  esq. 

CLAIBORNE  SNEAD,  sworn  for  contestant. 

Direct  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  taking  of  the  testimony  of  this  witness  on  the 
ground  that  the  five  days'  notice  has  not  been  g^ven  as  to  the  name  of  the  witnet^s  to 
be  used  in  rebuttal,  as  is  required  by  law.) 

Q.  Judge,  where  were  brought  up  or  raised  ? — A.  In  Augusta.  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

^.  Judge,  where  have  you  resided  during  your  lifetime? — A.  Well,  sir,  I  hare 
resided  the  whole  of  mv  life  in  Augusta,  up  to  four  years  ago,  when  I  moved  into 
Columbia  County,  but  for  the  last  twenty  years  I  have  alternated  in  my  residence 
between  Columbia  and  Richmond  counties.  I  have  spent  the  summers  in  Columbia 
County  and  the  winters  in  August-a,  but  Augusta  was  my  legal  residence  up  to  four 
years  ago. 

Q.  Judge  Snead,  state  what  offices  of  honor  or  trust  you  have  held  and  the  char- 
acter  of  each  since  you  have  acquired  citizenship  or  came  of  age? — A.  Well,  sir,  the 
first  was  when  I  was  very  young.  I  had  just  attained  my  majority.  I  was  a  member 
of  the  city  council  of  Auj^sta. 

Q.  What  committees  of  importance  did  you  hold  positions  on? — A.  I  wss  chairman 
of  the  police  committee  at  the  time  and  was  the  first  to  organize  the  police  on  a 
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military  basis,  and  personally  drew  up  the  ordinance  changing  them  from  marshal, 
or  constables,  to  captains,  lien  tenants,  und  sergeants. 

Q.  What  other  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  didyon  fill  ? — A.  Well,  this  was  Just 
before  the  war,  and  I  weut  olf  to  the  army  with  a  company  of  Augusta  boys  as' lieu- 
tenant. 

Q.  What  company,  Judge! — A.  The  Confederate  Light  Guards,  sir. 

Q.  This  company  weut  to  the  war  from  Richmond  Couuty,  6a.  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Judge,  state  if  you  were  promoted  during  the  war. — A.  Yes,  sir;  1  was  first 
promoted  to  a  captaincy ;  from  that  office  I  was  raised  to  the  position  of  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  after  that  I  was  made  colonel  of  the  Third  Georgia  Regiment  and  com- 
manded those  troops. 

Q.  Did  yoa  command  this  regiment  up  to  the  close  of  the  Confederate  wart — A.  I 
did,  sir.  We  were  engaged  in  the  actions  around  Petersburg,  andl  surrendered  my 
command  at  Apporaatox  and  wa*}  then  paroled  a  prisoner  of  war;  preyiously  was  for 
some  time  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Johnson  Island. 

Q.  You  spent  the  entire  four  years  of  the  war  in  active  service,  except  the  time 
that  you  were  a  prisoner? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  surrendered  your  command,  the  Third  Georgia  Regiment,  at  Appomatoz 
and  was  made  a  prisoner  of  warf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  uot  remain  a  prisoner  long  at 
Johnson  Island,  uud  secured  an  exchange  through  the  assistance  of  Alexander  H. 
Stephens. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  return  to  Augusta? — A.  I  returned  to  Augusta,  and  at  the  next 
election  in  the  fall  of  1865  I  was  elected  to  the  State  legislature. 

Q.  Did  you  serve? — A.  Yes,  sir;  during  the  years  of  1865  and  1866,  in  what  is  com- 
monly called  the  Jenkins  legislature.    It  was  at  the  time  that  he  was  governor. 

Q.  Well,  what  other  positions  were  you  elected  to? — A.  1  was  again  elected  to  the 
legislature  in  the  years  of  1871  and  1872. 

Q.  Did  you  serve? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  Major  Cumming  was  my  colleague  at  the  time,  as 
was  also  Walter  Clarke.     We  served  in  the  same  legislature. 

Q.  What  other  positions  did  you  occupy? — A.  I  will  btate  here  that  while  I  was  in 
the  legislature  at  that  time  I  was  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  the  State  road  frauds. 

Q.  What  did  that  committee  succeed  in  doing? — A.  They  succeeded  in  recovering 
a  large  amount  of  money  for  the  State  that  had  been  converted  by  officials. 

Q.  This  money  was  fraudulently  converted? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Milton  A.  Candler 
Campbell  and  I  were  associate  chairmen;  I  was  the  chairman  of  the  house  commit- 
tee and  he  w}U}  the  chairman  of  the  senate  committee,  and  on  joint  sessions  of  the 
committees  he  was  the  chairman. 

Q.  After  this  what  other  positions  did  you  hold  of  honor  and  of  trust? — A.  In  1873 
I  was  appointed  by  the  governor  as  judge  of  the  couuty  court  of  Richmond  County. 

Q.  Did  that  court  correspond  with  the  present  city  court? — A.  It  did;  only  it  did 
not  have  such  an  extensive  jurisdiction,  and  was  limited  to  litigations  not  involving 
more  than  $1,000;  but  the  present  city  court  has  unlimited  power  in  this  direction, 
I  believe.    The  city  court  has  also  the  power  of  commissioner  of  roads  and  revenue. 

Q.  This  is  the  present  city  court  that  you  are  speaking  of? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  held  the  position  of  judge  of  the  county  court  for  some  time,  did  you  not? — 
A.  I  held  the  position  for  four  years. 

Q.  Then  what  position  did  you  hold? — A.  I  was  elected  by  the  legislature  to  the 
judgeship  of  the  superior  court. 

Q.  This  was  of  the  Augusta  circuit? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  held  this  position  for  how  many  years.  Judge? — A.  For  one  term, and 
retired. 

Q.  After  that  you  practiced  your  profession,  law,  in  the  city  of  Augusta? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Up  to  four  years  ago,  when  you  moved  into  Columbia  County,  you  were  a  resi- 
dent of  Augusta  and  in  the  practice  of  your  profession? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  will  say  that 
I  am  really  practicing  law  now,  but  keep  no  office. 

Q.  What  position  do  you  hold  now,  Judge? — A.  I  am  the  senator  from  the  Twenty- 
ninth  senatorial  district  of  Georgia. 

Q.  Of  what  counties  is  this  senatorial  district  composed? — A.  Of  the  counties  of 
McDuffie,  Columbia,  Lincoln,  and  Wilkes. 

Q.  Of  what  senate  committees  are  you  a  member? — A.  I  am  a  member  of  several 
of  the  senate  committees.    The  judiciary  committee  is  one  of  which  I  am  a  member. 

Q.  Is  that  the  principal  and  most  important  committee  of  which  you  are  a  mem- 
ber?— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  the  principal  committee  of  which  I  am  a  member.  I  am 
also  a  member  of  the  railroad  committee  of  the  senate  aud  of  the  senate  penitentiary 
committee  and  of  several  others,  in  all  about  five  or  six. 

Q.  Judge,  state  what  you  know  of  the  present  registration  bill  that  is  now  a  law 
as  passed  by  the  last  Georgia  legislature,  and  especially  as  to  how  the  senate  judiciary 
committee  regarded  it. 
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(Counsel  for  the  conteHtee  objects  to  this  testimony,  it  being  inadmissible,  and  th^ 
reports  or  record  of  the  house  and  senate  of  the  Georgia  legislature  being  the  highest 
and  only  evidence. ) 

A.'  The  registration  bill  ?  Well,  in  the  first  place,  there  was  a  good  many  registra- 
tion bills  introduced  on  this  subject,  and  the  legislature  a^ipointed,  on  the  part  of 
both  the  senate  and  house,  a  special  committee  ou  registration,  and  all  of  these  bills 
were  snbmitted  to  that  committee;  but  in  the  meantime,  and  also  finally,  the  bill 
passed  the  house  and  came  to  the  senate  for  adoption.  I  thiuk  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Flem- 
ing,  the  speaker  of  the  house  and  one  of  Kichmond  County's  representatives,  was  the 
father  of  the  bill. 

Q.  That  is  the  present  registration  law  now  in  force  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Before  its  passage  did  that  bill  come  before  the  judiciary  committee  of  the 
senate? — A.  That  bill  was  discussed  by  the  juciiciary  committee  before  its  passage. 
It  was  alleged  bol'ore  the  judiciary  committee  by  several,  and  I  remember  two  or 
three  especially,  that  the  bill  was  very  crude  and  would  be  impracticable  in  opera- 
tion to  a  certain  extent;  and  it  was  lurther  contended  that  there  was  no  necesaity 
for  its  immediate  passage  at  that  time,  as  there  was  no  general  election  to  come  off 
that  year.  Finally,  it  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  balance  of  that  session,  after 
considerable  argument,  with  the  expressed  intention  of  taking  it  up  at  the  next 
regular  session. 

v^.  What  then  happened,  Judge? — A.  After  it  had  been  disposed  of  by  being  laid 
upon  the  table,  Mr.  W.  H.  Fleming,  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  who 
is  a  member  of  the  legislature  ot  Georgia  from  this  county  and  the  author  of  the 
bill,  or  at  least  1  suppose  him  to  be,  and  he  is  pretty  generally  supposed  to  be  its 
father,  asked  for  the  privilege  to  appear  before  the  judiciary  committee  of  the  senate 
in  its  behalf,  and  having  been  granted  permission,  he  came  before  the  committee  and 
made  an  appeal  that  the  bill  should  be  acted  upon,  and  among  other  reasons  that  he 
urged  for  its  passage  he  especially  said  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Black- Watson 
contest  or  special  election  when  it  should  be  called.  He  urged  its  passage  for  this 
special  election.  After  this  appeal  of  Mr.  Flemiug  the  bill  was  again  taken  up  by  the 
judiciary  committee  of  the  senate,  and  the  next  day  was  appointed  to  act  npon  it, 
and  it  was  acted  upon  the  next  day  favorably,  and  it  was  sent  to  the  senate  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  be  passed. 

The  bill  itself  I  considered  very  objectionable,  for  many  good  and  valid  reasona, 
and  other  members  of  the  judiciary  committee  were  of  the  same  opinion.  One 
of  our  principal  objections  to  it  was  that  we  thought  it  made  partisans  of  the 
judiciary  of  the  :State,  they  having  the  appointment  of  the  registration  board  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill;  and  just  here,  before  1  have  forgotten  it  in  passing,  1  will  say 
that  as  the  bill  came  from  the  house  to  the  senate  judiciary  committee,  it  had  noth- 
ing in  it  about  a  bipartisan  board  of  registration,  and  contained  no  such  provision, 
and  according  to  its  reading  all  of  the  board  could  be  appointed  from  one  party,  but 
through  the  aid  and  assistance  of  some  of  the  fairer  members  of  the  jndiciary  com- 
mittee of  the  senate  that  provision  calling  for  a  bipartisan  board  of  registrars  was 
put  in  the  bill. 

Some  of  the  members  of  the  jndiciary  committee  contended,  and  I  was  among  the 
number,  that  the  commissioners,  or  board  of  registration,  ought  to  be  appointed  by 
the  grand  juries  of  the  various  counties  of  the  State,  as  they  are  composed  of  the 
taxpayers  of  the  counties,  and  also  composed  of  the  best  men  of  their  respectiTe 
communities,  and  being  better  acquainted  with  the  citizens  of  their  respective  oonn- 
ties  and  better  able  to  judge  of  their  qualifications  for  the  office. 

Q.  After  the  urgent  appeal  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Fleming,  the  speaker  of  the  bonse, 
that  the  law  was  necessary  for  the  Black- Watson  special  election,  the  jndiciary 
committee  of  the  senate  allowed  the  bill,  although  it  had  been  characterized  as 
crude  and  impracticable,  and  laid  on  the  table  to  be  again  taken  np,  and,  after  certain 
amendments,  allowed  it  to  be  put  npon  its  passage? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  is  the  jndiciary  committee  of  the  senate  made  up,  Judge? — ^A.  Well,  all 
of  the  members  of  that  committee  belong  to  the  present  Democratic  organization, 
with  the  exception  of  myself. 

Q.  How  many  members  of  the  senate  compose  that  committee? — A,  Well,  there 
are  fifteen  members  of  the  senate  on  that  committ'Oe;  and  1  will  state  here  for  my 
own  Justification,  and  I  think  I  have  the  right,  as  the  Democratic  press  of  the  State 
speak  of  the  Populist  party  as  opposing  the  present  registration  law,  that  were 
there  but  one  party  I  would  have  opposed  the  law  under  any  circumstances,  becanse 
of  the  absence  of  a  remedy.  That  is,  that  the  qualification  of  a  voter  being  placed 
in  the  discretion  of  two  or  three  men,  and  there  being  no  appeal  firom  their  decision. 
We  tried  to  get  an  appeal  and  could  not  succeed,  and  the  bill  was  passed,  placing  in 
the  hands  or  three  commissioners  the  power  of  disfranchising  thonsanda  of  voters  if 
they  should  see  proper,  without  the  voters  bein|f  able  to  get  an  appeal.  For  this 
reason  and  others  I  opposed  the  bill.    I  consider  it  a  nefarious  bill. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  one  question.  Judge,  before  I  forget  it,  and  that  is,  did  yon  ever 
preside  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  while  you  were  Judge  of  the  superior  court 
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of  the  Aaguflta  circuit  f— A.  I  have  presided  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  by 
tlie  direction  of  the  governor  of  the  State.  I  acted  in  the  place  of  a  disqualified 
judge  who  became  disqualified  while  holding  the  office. 

Q.  After  Mr.  Fleming's  urgent  appeal  to  the  judiciary  committee  of  the  senate, 
and  although  they  had  previously  decided  to  let  it  lay  upon  the  table  for  the  remain- 
der of  that  session,  they  again  took  up  the  bill  and  recommended  its  passage  to  the 
senate? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Fleming  stated  especially  that  it  was  to  be  used  in  the  Black -Watson 
election  f — A.  That  was  one  of  the  principal  reasons  he  gave  for  the  necessity  of  the 
passage  of  the  measure. 

Q.  Judge,  are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  Columbia  County 
people f — A.  I  think  that  I  am. 

Q.  Is  there  a  tendency  or  leaning  toward  anarchy  or  socialism  among  the  people 
of  the  county  f — A.  1  do  not  know  of  a  single  socialist  or  anarchist  in  the  county, 
and  have  never  heard  of  one  in  the  county. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  talking  or  advocating  opinions  that  led  you  to  believe 
that  they  were  socialists  or  anarchists f — A.  No,  sir.  Columbia  is  purely  an  agri- 
cultural county,  and  ^ou  do  not  generally  find  socialists  or  anarchists  among  the 
inhabitants  of  rural  districts. 

Q.  As  a  rule  our  agricultural  people  are  a  quiet  and  conservative  class  of  inhab- 
itants, are  they  not,  Judge? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  usually  found  them  so. 

Q.  As  a  rule  generally,  they  are  inclined  to  obev  and  submit  to  the  laws? — A.  That 
is  my  judgment  and  my  observation  of  them.  6ir.  Of  course,  crimes  occur  in  the 
rural  districts  as  they  do  in  other  coinniunitieS;  but  there  is  nothing  like  organized 
crime,  such  as  you  find  in  the  cities. 

Q.  The  sessions  of  court  in  your  county  are  remarkably  short,  are  they  not? — 

A.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  very  little  in  the  way  of  litigation  or  crime  for  them  to  handle. 
I  remember  that  there  was  very  little  for  the  court  to  do  in  the  session  before  the 
last  one,  and  court  could  have  adjourned  in  one  day,  and  would  have  done  so  had  it 
not  waited  for  the  grand  jury  presentments. 

Q.  And  the  several  sessions  of  the  court  in  your  county  for  some  time  past  have 
been  remarkably  short? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  no  marked  tendency  or  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  your 
county  to  cover  up  crime  or  to  prevent  the  full  and  free  working  of  the  court  and  its 
officials? — A.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  tendency  or  disposition  on  their  part. 

Q.  You  live  there  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  there  were  any  such  you  would  see  or  hear  of  it,  would  yon  not? — A.  Yea, 
sir.  I  consider  the  people  as  law-abiding  and  peaceful  as  any  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  they  are  superior  to  some  counties  in  the  State. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  as  to  the  character  of  some  of  the  people  of  Columbia  County. 
Do  you  know  the  character  of  Mr.  William  Lansdell? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  what  is  his  character  as  to  integrity,  veracity,  and  intelligence, 
and  what  is  his  general  standing  with  the  people  of  the  county? — A.  Well,  sir,  so 
far  as  to  his  integrity,  veracity,  and  intelligence,  it  will  compare  most  favorably  with 
that  of  any  man,  and  he  is  considered  wealthy. 

Q.  Then  he  is  a  man  of  high  character  and  standing  in  the  community  where  ha 
lives? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  the  character  of  William  Benton. — A.  Speaking  about  Mr.  Lansdell,  I 
will  say  that  1  have  found,  or  at  least  thought,  him  too  straight  in  some  things.  I 
remember  when  I  was  on  the  bench  that  he  was  too  harsh  when  he  wished  to  prose- 
cute some  young  ladies  for  being  disorderly  at  the  camp  grounds,  I  thinking  it  was 
a  trivial  ofiense. 

Q.  Then  you  understand  him  to  be  a  man  of  stem  integrity  and  one  having  a  high 
regard  for  law? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Capt.  Bill  Benton,  of  Columbia  County? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  his  character  as  to  honesty,  integrity,  intelligence,  and  his 
reputation  generally  among  the  people  that  he  lives  with? — A.  Ho  stands  very  high, 
sir.  No  man  stands  better  with  his  people.  He  is  a  man  of  firm  convictions  and  is 
considered  bitter  in  his  expressions  and  adherence  to  them. 

Q.  Ho  is  a  man  of  honesty  and  integrity? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  know  that  Maj.  Joseph 

B.  Cninming,  of  Augusta,  has  had  him  employed  at  one  time — at  least  to  superintend 
a  plantation  under  his  control — and  I  do  not  believe  that  he  would  have  had  him  in 
his  employment  if  he  had  not  been  the  right  kind  of  a  man  in  these  particulars. 

Q.  State  what  you  know  of  the  character  of  Mr.  R.  E.  Kamsey  and  of  Mr.  W.  W. 
Ramsey,  of  Columbia  County. — A.  I  consider  them  men  of  fine  character,  and  they 
are  men  of  considerable  property. 

Q.  They  are  large  landowners? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  Richard  Ramsey  is  considered 
one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  county  of  Columbia. 

Q.  You  say  that  they  are  men  of  fine  character  and  so  considered  in  their  commu- 
nity?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  They  are  men  of  integrity,  honesty,  and  intelligence f — A.  I  so  consider  them, 
sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  the  registration  law,  as  passed  by  the  legislature,  was  considered 
crude  and  unfair f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  who  composed  the  board  of  registration  in  Columbia  County. — A.  The 
board  of  Columbia  County  was  composed  of  Edmond  Kelley,  J.  Q.  Squires,  and 
George  W.  Grey. 

Q.  What  is  the  political  affiliation  of  the  first  two  gentlemen  f — A.  They  belong  to 
the  Organized  Democracy  of  the  county. 

Q.  Mr.  George  W.  Grey  is  a  Populist  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  the  qualitications  of  Mr.  Kelley  and  of  Mr.  Squires  as  fair  and  impartial 
registrars. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  about  to  be  given,  as  it  is  not  rebut- 
ting what  has  been  testified  to  before,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  notice  of  contest 
making  any  issue  upon  the  ability,  competency,  or  fairness  of  the  registrars.) 

A.  I  regard  them  both  as  very  strong  partisans,  and  1  consider,  in  my  judgment, 
that  they  ought  not  to  have  been  appointed  to  the  position.  I  say  thisbecanse  the 
two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Kelley  and  Mr.  Squires,  are  not  only  political,  but  personal  ene- 
mies of  Mr.  Watson.  Especially  is  this  true  of  Mr.  Kelley.  I  know  personally  that 
he  and  Mr.  Watson  came  near  having  a  serious  personal  difficulty  not  a  very  long 
while  before  that.  I  consider  that  their  appointment  was  unfair  because  of  this  fact 
that  they  were  not  only  political  opponents,  but  personally  at  enmity. 

Q.  This  was  during  the  progress  of  a  case  in  which  Mr.  Kelley  was  the  defendant  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  And  I  also  know  that  Mr.  Squires  is  opposed  to  Mr.  Watson,  not  only 
politically,  but  personally. 

Q.  State  some  of  the  methods  of  these  gentlemen  that  characterized  their  work  as 
unfair. — A.  Well,  in  my  district 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  the  testimony  is  not  in  rebuttal, 
as  contemplated  hy  the  law,  that  it  is  original  teHtimony,  with  no  opportunity  on 
the  part  of  the  contestee  to  be  heard  in  reply,  and  is  inadmissible  under  the  alfega* 
tions  in  the  notice  of  contest.) 

I  was  present  when  the  tax  collector  came  around  in  his  visits,  and  took  down  the 
names  ot  the  voters  in  his  book,  and  he  was  very  careful  in  the  performance  of  the 
duty.  I  was  there  during  the  whole  of  the  dny,  and  I  know  that  he  was  very  par> 
ticniar  not  to  put  down  the  name  of  a  defaulter  among  the  voters  on  the  book.  He 
was  very  particular  on  this  point,  to  my  personal  knowledge.  When  the  list  came 
back,  after  the  books  had  been  revised,  there  were  41  that  had  been  put  down  on  a 
list  as  disqualified  by  the  board  of  registration,  simply  because  they  did  not  appear 
on  the  tax  books  of  the  tax  collector  H>r  certain  years.  I  went  up  to  Appling  court- 
house on  the  first  day  of  court,  and  the  board  of  registration  were  in  session  that 
day.  The  day  had  been  appointed  to  hear  these  41  cases  and  others,  and  I  appeared 
before  the  board  and  made  an  addreA  to  them  in  these  csises.  1  was  a  considerable 
length  of  time  in  getting  their  attention.  They  showed  a  disposition  to  be  inat- 
tentive. Mr.  Kelley  seemed  to  be  the  spokesman  of  the  board.  I  held  the  position 
that  the  tax  books  were  not  evidence  that  they  were  defaulters,  but  were  evidenoe 
that  no  taxes  were  due  by  them  for  the  years  in  dispute;  that  it  was  prima  facia  evi- 
dence in  their  favor,  and  remarked  that  it  was  the  very  theory  being  acted  upon 
here  in  Richmond  County.  Mr.  Kelley  said  he  differed  with  me  in  the  matter,  and 
I  could  only  protest  against  their  action,  and  had  nothing  further  to  say. 

Q.  And  these  names  wore  stricken  from  the  list  of  voters f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  right 
here  let  me  give  you  one  or  two  examples  of  this  nature  that  will  give  you  an  idea 
of  the  unfairness  of  their  actions.  There  was  a  man  on  the  voters'  list'who  was  77 
years  old,  and  they  went  back  to  hfs  fifty-ninth  year  of  age,  in  1878,  and  because  his 
name  did  not  appear  on  the  tax  books  for  that  year  they  struck  his  name  from  the 
list  of  voters, 

Q.  Did  his  name  appear  on  the  books  as  a  tax  defaulter  for  that  yearf — A.  His 
name  did  not  appear  on  the  books  at  all;  and  in  fact,  he  did  not  live  in  the  county 
at  the  time  and  was  due  the  county  no  taxes.  And  again,  another  man  by  the  name 
of  John  Kellj',  who  did  not  appear  on  the  books  for  two  years,  some  three  years 
before,  was  stricken,  and  he  lived  in  Lincoln  county  those  two  years;  he  was  a  white 
man  on  my  place  and  was  due  no  taxes  to  the  county. 

Q.  Did  the  board  have  any  evidence  that  he  was  a  defaulter  in  Lincoln  County  t — 
A.  I  think  not,  sir;  and  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Q.  There  was  no  such  charge  against  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  some  names  were  stricken  from  the  list  of  voters  by  the  Ijoard  of 
your  county,  against  whom  there  appeared  to  be  no  legal  charge,  and  they  were 
stricken  for  the  nonpayment  of  taxes? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  also,  I  will  state  that  I 
thought  the  board  was  very  rough  in  considering  the  cases  before  them;  they  were 
with  me,  and  just  after  that  Mr.  Mell  Branch  came  in  and  protested  against  the 
striking  of  some  names,  and  Mr.  Kelley  remarked  to  him,  ''I  do  not  want  to  hear  a 
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damn  word  from  yoa,  sir.''  He  afterwards  apologized  for  the  offensive  language,  bat 
that  did  not  alter  the  disrespectfnl  manner  in  which  we  were  treated  by  him. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Mell  Branch f — A.  He  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  county,  and  a 
member  of  the  legislature  from  Columbia  County. 

Q.  He  was  present  in  the  office  looking  after  the  interests  of  some  party  who 
wanted  to  register? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  present  at  the  time  and  heard  what  he  said  to  Mr.  Mell  Branch  f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  not  have  some  words  with  Mr.  Lansdellf — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  was  not 
paying  attention  very  close  at  the  time.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  noise  and  confu- 
sion at  the  time  on  acconnt  of  the  spats  that  they  had  there,  and  the  way  that  the  men 
present  were  being  treated,  but  I  thought  and  believe  that  it  was  the  fault  of  the 
registrars  themselveM  and  not  the  people.  They  seemed  to  be  determined  to  carry 
everything  with  a  high  hand,  and  this  was  the  cause  of  considerable  dissatisfaction. 

Q.  The  actions  of  the  board  of  registration  were  rouffh  and  arbitrary,  you  mean, 
and  struck  names  in  the  absence  of  legal  testimony  authorizing  them  to  do  sof — A. 
Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  judgment. 

Q.  Is  this  judgment  founded  on  observation,  on  what  you  saw? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
exclusively. 

Q.  Mr.  Snead,  what  is  the  population  of  Columbia  County? — A.  Well,  sir,  accord* 
ing  to  the  United  States  census,  it  was,  in  1890, 11,000  and  some  odd  hundreds. 

Q.  Applying  the  general  rule,  as  accepted  by  all  statisticians,  what  ought  to  be  the 
voting  population  of  Columbia  County  f  I  am  not  asking  for  what  the  vote  was,  but 
the  possible  vote  of  the  county. — A.  It  ought  to  have  been  over  2,000,  and  between 
2,200  and  2,300,  and  that  is  in  the  ratio  of  I  voter  in  5  of  population,  which,  I  believe, 
is  the  accepted  rule  throughout  the  country. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  this,  Jiidge,  how  many  voters,  in  your  judgment,  were  prevented 
from  registering,  owing  to  the  harsh  and  illegal  manner  of  the  board  of  registration 
in  making  out  the  list  of  voters  for  the  special  election  of  1895  between  Black  and 
Watsou  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  that  would  be  hard  to  tell,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  be 
specific. 

Q.  Give  OS 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects,  on  the  ground  that  the  witness  has  stated  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  be  specific;  and  further,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  nothing 
in  the  notice  of  contest  making  it  relevant,  there  being  no  allegation  of  harsh  treat- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  registrars  of  Columbia  County,  and  the  evi<lence  not  being 
in  rebuttal  of  what  had  been  heretofore  testified  to.) 

Give  as  near  as  yon  can;  give  your  opinion  of  the  matter. — A.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  tell,  but  the  vote,  according  to  the  ratio  generally  accepted  as  correct,  of  the 
eonnty  ought  to  be  about  2,200.  I  think  that  the  vote  a  year  or  two  before,  in  the 
election  of  1892,  was  very  close  to  these  figures.  I  think  the  Populist  ticket  had  over 
a  thousand  majority  that  year.  Judging  by  these  figures,  I  should  say  that  there 
must  have  been  between  four  and  five  hundred  that  were  kept  off  of  the  list.  Of 
course  this  is  only  a  guess  by  me. 

Q.  They  were  illegally  stricken  from  the  list  of  voters  by  the  registrars? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Or  for  the  want  of  legal  testimony? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  further,  on  the  ground  that  the  best  and  only 
evidence  of  the  number  stricken  is  the  list  of  voters  prepared  by  the  tax  collector 
and  the  list  prepared  by  the  board  of  registrars,  which  would  show  exactly  the 
nnmber  stricken.) 

Q.  How  are  the  elections  carried  on  in  Columbia  County,  or  what  is  their  character 
as  to  fairness  or  unfairness? — A.  I  have  never  seen  anything  unfair  in  the  elections 
ef  Columbia  County,  and  there  is  no  intimidation  at  all. 

Q.  Thoy  say,  it  is  true,  that  the  people  vote  as  they  please  in  the  county  ?— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Those  that  are  allowed  to  vote  at  all  do  so  under  the  present  registration 
law? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  .Judge,  I  will  ask  you  to  state  how  the  better  clabs  of  colored  people  of  Colum- 
bia County  regard  the  platform  of  the  Populist  p«rty  ?— A.  Well,  sir,  the  better  class 
of  the  colored  people,  and  the  colored  people  almost  entirely,  are  with  the  Populist 
party.  The}-  believe  in  tlie  sentiments  and  in  the  platform  of  the  party,  and  also 
believe  that  as  a  party  it  is  more  favorable  to  them  than  the  opposing  party.  For 
this  reason  they  are  with  us. 

Q.  They  think  that  the  Populist  party  is  more  inclined  to  give  to  them  their  rights 
under  the  law? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  state  another  reason  why  the  People's  Party  is  favored  by  the  larger 
and  more  responsible  element  of  the  colored  people  of  the  county  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  one 
reason  is  this,  that  the  colored  people  of  the  county  never  voted  in  the  past,  except 
in  rare  cases  or  instances  and  in  small  elections  of  a  local  nature,  till  about  four  or 
five  years  ago.    The  rule  was  that  they  did  not  vote. 
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Q.  Previous  to  the  advent  of  the  People's  Party, what  was  the  last  election  or  con- 
test that  they  voted  in  f — A.  It  was  for  General  Grant,  and,  in  one  or  two  instances, 
for  a  magistrate.  In  my  district,  in  an  election  for  magistrate,  I  know  that  they 
voted  larc^ely. 

Q.  In  this  race  for  the  office  of  magistrate  both  were  Democratic  candidates  f — ^A. 
Tes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  negroes  were  allowed  to  vote  in  other  elections  by  the 
Democrats  up  to  within  a  few  years  ago  and  since  the  election  for  General  Grantf — 
A.  I  could  not  say  that  they  were  not.  They  could  have  tried  to  vote,  and  conld  have 
presented  their  votes.  I  do  not  know  and  do  not  say  what  would  have  been  the 
results  if  they  had  done  this.  I  know  that  the  fact  is  that  they  never  voted  in  elec- 
tions up  to  about  three  years  ago,  at  the  time  of  the  first  contest  between  Watson 
and  Black  for  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Congress. 

Q.  Previous  to  this  election  the  negro  did  not  vote? — ^A.  No,  sir;  except,  as  I  have 
already  stated  here,  in  strictly  local  contests. 

Q.  In  these  contests  the  opposing  candidates  were  Democrats? — A    Always,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  colored  people  recognize  that  the  People's  Party  first  gave  them  polit- 
ical freedom  in  your  county  ? — A.  They  openly  say  that  the  People's  Party  first  gave 
them  the  right  to  vote  in  Columbia  County,  and  say  that  for  this  reason  they  are 
attached  to  the  party  and  vote  the  ticket  in  the  elections. 

Q.  Then  this  infiuence  moves  them  very  strongly  to  support  the  People's  Party, 
does  it  not/ — A.  Yes,  sir;  very  strongly. 

Q.  Judge,  some  of  the  witnesses  for  the  contestee  have  mentioned  the  fact  as  a  ract 
that  Mr.  George  Dorsey,  the  former  ordinary  of  Columbia  County,  left  there  on 
account  of  the  Populist  party  and  the  prevailing  state  of  feeling.  What  do  you 
know  in  that  connection? — ^A.  Well,  sir.  Colonel  Dorsey  was  the  ordinary  of  the 
county  under  Democratic  r<^gime,  and  ho  made  a  fine  officer  in  every  respect.  He  is 
a  true  gentleman,  and  well  thought  of  by  the  people  of  the  county,  but  he  was 
defeatea,  in  a  regular  contest,  by  Judge  Bynum,  aud  he  had  no  means  of  livelihood 
after  being  beat  out  of  office,  and  he  left  and  went  to  North  Carolina.  He  is  now 
clerking  in  a  store  in  Charlotte,  N.  C.  That  is  the  reason  that  he  left  the  county. 
He  had  no  means  of  livelihood,  and  left  in  search  of  employment. 

Q.  He  difi^ered  with  the  majority  of  the  people  in  politics  and  left  after  being 
defeated  for  an  office,  without  there  being  any  feeling  in  it? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He 
brought  it  upon  himself,  and  I  know  that  he  is  still  liked  in  Appling. 

Q.  He  was  regarded  as  a  clever  official  and  gentleman  by  the  people  of  the 
county? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  well  thought  of  by  the  people  of  the  county,  although  differing  in  poli- 
tics?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  a  disposition  to  drive  or  infiuence  him  in  any  way  to  leave  the 
countv? — A.  None,  sir,  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  lie  could  return  to  the  county  to-day  with  perfect  safety  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  llie 
people  think  well  of  him.  Captain  Dorsey  is  an  old  Confederate  soldier,  and  is  an 
excellent  gentleman,  of  course,  and  stands  well  with  all,  but  he  had  different  political 
views  and  ideas  and  he  was  defeated  for  the  office.  And  he  was  defeated  by  a  good 
man,  Judge  Bynum.  There  is  no  better  man  in  the  State  of  Georgia  than  Judge 
Bynum. 

Q.  The  man  who  now  holds  the  office  is  a  good  man? — A.  He  is,  sir;  I  do  not  know 
a  better  one. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  desire  testate,  Judge? — A.  Nothing  that  occurs 
to  me  at  present. 

Cross-examination  by  Joseph  R.  Lamak,  Esq. 

Q.  Judge,  we  formerly  had  a  registration  law  in  Richmond  County? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  law  was  adjudged  to  be  unconstitutional  by  Judge  Speer? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  think  so. 

Q.  Up  to  that  time  it  had  been  customary  to  have  local  laws  for  the  government 
of  elections? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  remember  that  we  had  a  contest  over  that  very 
law,  and  it  was  decided  to  be  constitutional,  and  I  believe  so  now. 

Q.  That  was  a  decision  by  the  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  Richmond  County? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  afterwards  the  judge  of  the  United  States  court  held  there  could  be  no 
local  registration  law  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  construed  that  there  could  be  a  general  registration  law,  did  he  not? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir.  He  said  that  there  may  be  a  general  registration  law  for  all  of  the 
voters. 

Q.  After  this  decision  of  Judge  Speer  had  chauged  the  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution and  made  it  impossible  to  use  the  local  registration  law  in  Federal  elections, 
was  there  not  a  great  demand  for  the  passage  of  an  improved  and  general  registra- 
tion law  ? — A.  There  was  some  demand  for  such  a  law. 
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Q.  Had  it  not  been  claimed  by  Mr.  Watson  that  the  elections  were  unfair? — A. 
Yee,  sir. 

Q.  When  M%jor  Hlack  notified  Mr.  Watson  that  he  wonld  resign  his  seat  in  Con^ 
f^ress  under  the  election  of  1894,  did  he  not  state  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Watson  that  th» 
legislature  of  Georgia  would,  probably  before  another  election  was  called,  adopt  a 
new  registration  law  f — A.  That  is  what  Mr.  Black  stated  in  his  article,  I  think.  I 
do  not  remember  the  exact  words ;  but  that  is  about  the  substance  of  what  he  said. 

Q.  Was  not  that  the  substance  of  the  statement  that  Mr.  Fleming  made  to  the 
judiciary  committee  of  the  senate? — ^A.  That  was  the  substance  of  what  he  said,  and 
ne  insisted  upon  its  passage  for  this  election. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Fleming  urge  upon  the  ooumittee  the  necessity  of  passing  the  law  for 
this  special  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  gave  as  a  reason  that  since  the  decision  of  Judge  Speer,  of  the  United 
States  court,  that  we  had  no  law  at  all? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Judge,  you  say  that  the  law  was  crude  as  first  introduced? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  original  bill  was  amended  by  the  senate? — A.  It  was  amended  by  the 
judiciary  committee  of  the  senate. 

Q.  It  was  made  bipartisan  by  the  judiciary  committee  of  the  senate  instead  of 
discretionary  with  the  judge  of  the  superior  court  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  Jud^e,  1  understood  you  to  say  that  you  thought  the  most  objectionable 
feature  in  the  bill  is  that  there  is  no  provision  in  it  for  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  board  of  registration? — A.  Yes,  sir.  1  think  there  ought  to  be  some  appeal;  and 
I  will  state  also  that  it  makes  the  judiciary  partisan,  and  for  that  reason  I  thought 
the  appointments  of  the  board  should  be  left  to  the  grand  juries  of  the  counties. 

Q.  1  will  ask  you  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  board  of  registration  is  a  board  of  appeal 
from  the  preliminary  decisions  of  the  tax  collector? — A.  I  think  that  the  duties  of 
the  tax  collector  are  entirely  clerical.  If  a  man  makes  application  to  be  placed  oil 
the  list  of  registered  voters,  he  places  the  name  on  the  book  if  he  appears  clear  on 
the  tax  books,  and  refuses  to  no  so  if  he  appeiirs  on  the  book  as  a  defaulter.  He 
simply  examines  the  tax  books  to  see  if  he  bas  paid  all  taxes.  Beyond  that  he  haa 
no  power  in  the  matter. 

Q.  Then  yon  understand  that  the  tax  collector  takes  down  the  name  of  a  person 
who  desires  to  register,  and  that  is  the  extent  of  his  power? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he 
places  his  name  on  the  voters'  list,  provided  he  is  not  a  defaulter.  If  he  is  a  defaulter^ 
ne  places  the  name  on  a  doubtful  list  for  the  examination  of  the  board  of  registration. 
That  is  the  extent  of  his  power. 

Q.  Judge  Sneud,  in  this  county,  during  the  time  of  registering,  the  tax  collector 
refused  to  register  s<}me  1,500  or  2.000  persons  who  presented  themselves,  on  the 
ground  that  he  himself  was  satisfied  that  they  were  disqualified  to  vote  on  account 
of  their  age,  nonresideuce,  or  the  nonpayment  of  taxes.  I  will  ask  you  if  that  waa 
the  custom  in  Columbia  Conuty  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  do  believe  that  the  ttkx, 
collector  put  down  the  ages  of  the  parties  wljo  applied  for  registration,  as  they  have 
it  in. 

Q.  Did  they  decline  to  accept  a  man's  registration  if  they  thought  it  was  incorrect 
in  Columbia  County-  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  is  the  politics  of  the  tax  collector  of  Columbia  County? — A.  He  is  % 
Populist. 

Q.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  there  should  be  an  end  to  the  right  of  appeal 
somewhere,  is  it  not?— A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  do  think  there  should  be  an  appeal  some* 
where. 

Q.  Where  would  you  carry  the  appeal  from  the  board  of  registrars? — A.  Well,  I 
think  it  should  be  to  the  ordinary,  or  somewhere  else. 

Q.  Was  not  the  bnard  of  registration  intended  to  be  a  board  of  appeal  ?~  A.  Yes, 
sir;  but  the  voter  has  no  appeal. 

Q.  Did  not  the  voter  have  this  right,  that  if  the  board  of  registration  refused  to 
register  him,  and  the  voter  was  satisfied  that  the  decision  was  incorrect,  could  he 
not  on  the  day  of  election  present  himself  at  the  polls  and  oft'er  his  ballot,  it  being 
received,  subject  to  a  further  investigation  by  the  election  managers  and  the  board 
of  consolidation  ? — A.  I  would  not  be  certain,  sir;  but  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Referring  to  the  names  of  the  two  parties  in  Columbia  County  whose  namea 
were  stricken  from  the  list  of  voters  on  the  ground  that  they  did  not  appear  on  the 
books  of  the  county  for  given  years,  I  will  ask  you  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  under  the 
construction  of  the  law  they  were  disqualified  from  voting  unless  they  had  paid  all 
taxes  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  in  1877? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  one  of  the  requirements  that  they  had  paid  all  taxes? — A.  Every  voter 
had  to. 

Q.  If  one  of  them  had  lived  in  Wilkes  County,  or  any  other  county  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  during  the  years  referred  to,  they  would  be  disqualified  unless  they  had 
paid  the  tax  in  Wilkes,  or  the  county  that  they  did  live  in? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  waa 
the  law. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  he  had  paid  the  tax  in  Wilkes  County? — A.  I  do  not. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  know  that  he  offered  the  eyidenoe  that  he  had  paid  the  taxes  required 
in  Wilkes  County  f — A.  No  one  coald  have  produced  the  evidence  in  the  time 
allowed.  It  was  only  about  two  days  before  the  election,  and  the  man  wonld  not 
have  had  time  had  he  tried  to  do  so. 

Q.  He  was  given  one  day's  notice,  as  is  required  by  the  lawf — A.  Yes,  sir;  bat  it 
Is  fifteen  miles  off,  and  evidence  to  be  obtained  from  another  county. 

Q.  It  was  impossible  to  have  acted  with  the  deliberation  of  a  court  in  the  inves- 
tigations f — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  point  is  just  this,  Mr.  Lamar — the  man's  name  not 
appearing  on  the  tax  books  for  the  years  in  question,  it  was  prima  facie  evidence 
that  the  man  owed  no  taxes,  and  I  tbink  that  it  was  the  way  they  looked  at  it  in 
here  in  Richmond  County.  Their  rule  was  to  go  through  the  tax  books,  and  as  they 
went  through  the  books,  examining  the  names  and  found  it  not  on  the  books,  they 
would  strike  the  name  unless  they  knew  that  he  was  all  right,  and  I  believe  that 
they  required  the  tax  receipts  as  sufficient  evidence. 

Q.  Jnd^e,  if  a  man's  name  does  not  appear  on  the  tax  books  for  a  given  year,  or 
years,  it  is  presumptive  that  he  is  a  defaulter  for  the  years  in  question,  he*^  having 
failed  to  turn  in  his  name  for  poll  tax;  he  having  been  presumptively  a  resident  or 
the  county  continuously,  and  he  having  shown  nothing  to  the  contrary,  the  harden 
falls  on  that  man  to  show  why  he  was  not  on  the  books,  and  to  show  why  he  had  not 
paid  taxes;  that  is,  he  should  if  the  lact  showed  that  he  was  of  age,  for  it  is  possible 
and  frequently  the  case  that  the  tax  receiver  fails  to  get  the  name  of  all  those  liable 
for  taxes  in  a  county. — A.  That  is  where  we  differ. 

Q.  Judge,  referring  to  the  fact  that  the  negroes  were  not  allowed  to  vote  in  general 
elections,  you  have  been  a  candidate  before  the  people  of  RicLmond  County  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  recall  an  instance  where  a  negro  was  not  allowed  to  vote  in  this 
county  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  a  candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  thin  county? — A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  there  has  been  any  complaint  that  such  a  state  or  condition 
existed  as  chat  the  negro  was  not  being  allowed  to  vote  in  the  county,  or  that  his 
vote  was  not  counted f-— A.  I  believe  they  have  always  been  allowed  to  vote,  but 
there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  and  rumor  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  vote 
had  been  counted. 

Q.  You  are  now  referring  to  Richmond  County,  are  yout — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  election,  Judgef — A.  Well,  I  can  not  recall  any  particular  election  in 
which  I  have  heard  it,  at  the  present,  but  the  talk  has  been  to  tbe  effect  that  the 
count  was  not  fair.    Of  course,  I  have  only  beard  it,  and  give  it  as  a  rumor. 

Q.  You  can  not  recall  any  election  in  which  you  heard  this  rumor  f — A.  I  can 
give  an  instance,  that  in  the  election  of  1894,  between  Watson  and  Hlack,  or  the 
election  before  the  last  one,  or  special  election,  a  telegram  was  received  by  the 
Atlanta  Constitution,  in  Atlanta,  coming  from  Augusta,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
18,000  votes  had  been  oast  in  Richmond  County,  and  another  telegram  was  received 
afterwards  stating  that  the  vote  was  16,000  in  the  county,  and  the  general  rumor  was 
that  several  thousand  votes  ha<l  disappeared  somewhere. 

Q.  This  rumor  came  from  the  Constitution  office Y — A.  No,  sir;  the  people  gener- 
ally said  it  was  so. 

Q.  That  was  outside  of  the  county.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  heard  it  here? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  generally  heard  on  the  streets  of  this  city. 

Q.  I  thought  the  complaint  was  that  there  were  too  many  votes f — A.  It  was  said 
that  there  was,  and  that  these  had  been  dropped  out.    % 

Q.  Mr.  Watson  charges  in  his  notice  of  contest  that  several  hundred  votes  were 
not  counted  for  him  that  were  cast  for  him,  but  he  has  not  introduced  evidence  to 
substantiate  his  claim. — A.  Well,  sir;  you  have  asked  me  for  what  I  had  heard  and 
I  have  given  it  to  you.    1  do  not  know  about  the  matter  you  refer  to. 

Q.  All  that  you  have  heard  in  this  regard  is  mere  rumor,  is  it  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  name  of  anyone  from  whom  you  heard  the  rumor f— A.  I  can 
not  at  present;  it  was  a  general  rumor. 

Redirect  examination,  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Fleming,  the  author  of  the  present  registration  bill,  and  the  gentleman 
who  came  before  the  judiciary  committee  of  the  Georgia  senate  and  urged  its  pas- 
sage, especially-  on  account  of  the  Black- Watson  special  election  in  the  Tenth  Con- 
rssioual  district,  is  a  close  political  and  personal  friend  of  Major  Black,  is  he  notf — 
I  regard  him  as  such,  and  he  is  generally  so  regarded. 
Q.  And  he  was  Mr.  Black's  assistant  in  the  campaign  of  1894  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Claibornb  Snead. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Publio  of  Richmond  Count jf,  Ga^ 
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J.  T.  YOUNOy  sworn  for  the  contestant. 

Direct  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  is  yonr  name? 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  taking  of  the  testimony  of  this  witness,  on 
the  ground  that  the  tive  days'  notice  has  not  oeen  given  as  to  the  name  of  the  wit- 
ness to  be  used  in  rebuttal/ as  is  required  by  law.) 

Q.  What  is  yonr  namef — A.  J.  T.  Young,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  reside  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga.f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  lon^  have  yon  been  living  in  this  city,  Mr.  Young  t— A.  In  the  neighbor- 
hood of  nine  years,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Young,  I  will  ask  yon  what  are  yonr  politics? — A.  I  am  a  Populist. 

Q.  Are  yon  in  business  in  this  city? — V.  I  am,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Young,  I  will  ask  you  if  you  know  Dr.  J.  R.  Littleton,  who  has  testified  in 
this  case  in  behalf  of  the  contestant? — A.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  for  honesty,  veracity,  integrity,  and  for  intelligence? — 
A.  I  know  nothing  against  him  in  any  shape,  form,  or  fashion. 

Q.  His  character  is  good  in  this  community? — A.  I  think  it  is,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  BO  regarded  by  the  people  generally? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  would  say  that  he  is  a  roan  that  bears  a  good  character? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  know  him  personally  and  intimately,  and  I  know  that  he  bears  a  good  char- 
acter. 

Q.  From  your  associations  with  him  wouM  yon  say  that  he  was  a  man  of  intelli- 
gence?— A.  Yes, sir;  most  decidedly. 

Q.  Mr.  Young,  I  will  ask  you  if  yon  took  any  part  in  the  registration  of  voters 
previous  to  the  special  election  between  Watson  and  Black  for  a  seat  in  the  Fifty- 
fonrth  Congress,  and  if  you  had  occasion  to  be  around  the  court-house  in  pursuance 
of  that  object? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  room  that  was  kept  across  from  the  registration  office  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  hall? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  for  what  purpose  it  appeared  to  be  used  and  by  whom? — A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber now  whether  or  not  there  was  a  desk  or  chair  in  the  room,  but  I  have  the 
Impression  that  there  wa<4  none,  and  I  noticed  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Keener, 
or  at  least  he  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  some  one  as  Mr.  Zack  Keener,  going  to  and 
from  this  room,  and  also  one  other  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Fat  Brock,  or  so  pointed  out 
to  me,  and  also  one  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Stone,  or  so  pointed  out  to  me  by  someone. 
They  were  going  to  and  from  this  room  and  were  carrying  with  them  young  colored 
men,  or  persons.  This  excited  my  curiosity,  and  for  various  good  reasons  1  thought 
that  I  would  go  int>o  this  room  and  see  what  was  going  on.  I  went  into  the  room. 
Two  friends  were  with  me,  by  the  name  of  Luper  and  Powell,  and  they  went  into 
the  room  with  me.    Ah  soon  as  I  got  into  the  room  this  gentleman  who  had  been 

Eointed  out  to  me  as  Mr.  Keener  asked  or  demanded  that  I  leave  the  room,  as  it  was 
is  private  office,  and  1,  thinking  that  I  knew  the  connty  officials,  and  knowing  that 
be  was  not  one  of  them,  did  not  leave — I  did  not  leave.  1  thought  that  only  the 
connty  officialn  liad  private  offices  in  the  court-honse.  As  I  did  not  leave  when  he 
ordered  me  out  of  the  room,  he  called  a  connty  officer  by  the  name  of  Pnrcell.  and  he 
told  me  that  he  had  instructions  to  exclnde  everyone  from  that  room,  that  it  was  a 
private  office  and  that  I  had  no  right  there  and  must  get  out.  The  other  gentlemen 
with  me  did  not  want  to  po  out,  but  I  did  not  want  any  trouble,  and  knowing  Mr. 
Pnrcell  to  be  a  county  officer  I  said  to  them,  *'Boys,  come  on  out,*'  and  we  left  the 
room. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  going  on  in  that  room? — A.  I  saw  Mr.  Keener,  who  was  the 
foreman,  or  the  treasurer,  or  whatever  you  might  call  him,  bringing  the  young 
negroes  back  and  forward  in  the  room. 

Q.  You  are  speaking  of  the  21-year  olds? — A.  I  do  not  know  their  age**,  or  that 
they  were  21  years  old,  but  they  were  very  young  negroes.  I  noticed  on  one  occa- 
sion that  Mr.  Keener  gave  them  a  coin,  and  Mt.  Pat  Brock 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  of  the  witness  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  in  no  manner  whatsoever  rebuttal,  and  otherwiHo  improper  at  this  time.) 
— dictated  a  name  to  them  and  then  carried  them  into  tiie  registration  office,  and  they 
registered  and  then  went  into  the  street. 

Q.  Did  he  give  them  the  money  for  the  purpose  of  getting  them  to  register? — A.  I 
do  not  know,  sir;  but  my  curiosity  was  naturally  aroused.  I  could  not  swear  that 
he  gave  it  lo  them  for  registering,  but  that  was  the  natural  impression  to  form. 

Q.  There  was  no  other  reason  for  the  passage  of  the  money  f — A.  None  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  As  I  understand  you,  you  saw  Mr.  Keener  give  the  negroes  money,  and  then 
they  went  into  the  registration  office  and  registered? — A.  The  negroes  did  not  go 
into  the  office  to  register  until  Mr.  Pat  Brock  had  dictated  the  name  to  them,  and  he 
accompanied  them  into  the  office  to  register. 
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Q.  What  other  cases  of  a  like  character  do  yon  know  f — A.  None,  air,  bat  thMe 
that  I  have  mentioned. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  others  paid  at  any  time  for  registering! — A.  I  do  not  remember 
any  others  at  present. 

Q.  Was  this  the  only  time  that  yon  visited  the  registration  daring  the  progress  of 
the  registration? — A.  I  was  down  here  on  other  occasions,  bat  I  was  not  permitted 
in  the  room.  They  had  a  doorkeeper  after  that  at  the  door,  and  I  thiuK  that  hia 
name  was  Johnson. 

Q.  Then,  this  room  appeared  to  be  used  as  the  general  place  of  rendezvoas,  as  I 
believe  they  have  dabbed  it  in  this  case,  or  Democratic  headquarters,  for  the  people 
being  registered,  and  the  youns  negroes  who  were  being  registered,  especially  f — ^A. 
During  the  various  visits  that  I  made  to  the  registration  office  at  difi^rent  times  I 
conld  see  these  men  going  back  and  forth,  carrying  the  negroes  exactly  like  they 
were  on  the  first  day  that  I  visited  there  and  was  ordered  frum  the  r«>om.  I  never 
visited  the  room  any  more,  but  similar  occurreuces  went  on  till  the  office  closed — 
clean  till  11  o'clock  of  the  last  night.  I  mean  that  they  were  going  back  and  forth 
into  that  room. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  read  or  know  of  the  statement  that  Mr.  Bryan  Lawrence 
made  on  the  stand  here,  in  behalf  of  the  contestee,  about  Dr.  Littleton? — A.  I  have 
never  read  the  original  testimony,  sir,  but  I  have  read  in  the  Tribune  what  is  called 
a  synopsis  of  it.    I  do  not  think  that  they  published  it  fully. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  there  is  any  foundation  in  the  life  of  character  of  Dr.  Little- 
ton for  such  a  statement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lawrence? — ^A.  I  can  not  see  any  founda- 
tion for  it  at  all,  sir.    I  would  say  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  it. 

Q.  Referriug  to  what  the  Tribune  stated,  will  you  give  it  to  us  as  near  as  yoa 
can  remember? — A.  It  said  that  Mr.  Lawrence  said  be  was  a  liar,  and  that  he  would 
not  believe  liim  on  oath,  and  also  said  that  he  was  not  only  a  knave,  but  a  fool.  He 
also  characterized  him  as  an  abortionist.  He  said  or  intimated  that  his  family  was 
not  reputable  in  character,  and  that  he  did  not  associate  with  the  doctor  and  did 
not  have  anything  to  do  with  each  other,  and  reflected  on  the  standing  of  the  family. 
His  characterization  of  Dr.  Littleton  was  very  bitter,  in  my  judgment. 

Q.  Is  there  any  foundation  for  such  a  strong  attack  on  the  character  of  the 
doctor? — A.  No,  sir;  none  whatever.  I  know  the  doctor  well,  and  am  a  visitor  at 
his  home.  I  have  found  the  family  an  excellent  one,  and  esteem  them  very  highly. 
And  since  this  stat(^ment  of  Mr.  Lawrence's  was  published  1  have  been  in  conversa* 
tion  with  one  of  the  doctor's  sisters,  and  she  told  me,  in  referring  to  the  matter,  that 
Mr.  Lawrence's  daughter  once  visited  the  family  when  they  were  neighbors,  but 
that  they  never  returned  the  visit.  I  know  the  sisters  of  Dr.  Littleton,  and  they 
are  certainly  young  ladies  of  exceptionable  intelligence,  of  enviable  reputation,  and 
have  very  fine  educations.  And  I  will  state  that  both  of  them  is  among  the  corps  of 
school  teachers  of  Richmond  County,  and  surely  if  they  were  not  of  good  and  irre- 
proachable character,  and  young  ladies  of  ability,  they  would  not  be  kept  in  these 
positions. 

Q.  Mr.  Young,  what  is  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Lawrence? — A.  Well,  sir,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  give  his  reputation  except  from  hearsay. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  people  say  about  it  in  the  community? — A.  No,  sir;  nothing 
of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  people  say  about  him?  You  can  discriminate  in  your  testi- 
mony, Mr.  Young,  and  speak  as  to  his  political  reputation,  and  as  to  his  private 
reputation? — A.  lam  not  here  for  personalities,  or  to  impersonato  Mr.  Lawrence, 
and  I  desire  to  treat  Mr.  Lawrence  as  I  would  have  him  treat  me.  For  this  reason 
I  would  much  prefer  to  say  nothing,  either  one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  What  is  tne  political  reputation  of  Mr.  Lawrence  in  the  city  of  Augusta? — A. 
I  think  he  is  a  Democrat,  sir. 

Q.  A  Democrat  of  the  most  pronounced  stripe? — A.  Yes,  sir;  of  the  most  pro- 
nounced stripe.  I  think  he  womd  go  to  extremes  to  carry  his  political  ends.  I  am 
sure  that  he  would  if  the  evidence  that  I  have  seen  in  the  Tribune  is  correct,  and 
the  other  things  that  I  have  heard  and  know  of  him;  also,  by  observation. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  by  actual  observation? — A.  I  noticed  here  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  registration  several  wagons  filled  with  negrot'S,  and  I  was  told  that 
they  were  the  wagons  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  and 

(Counsel  for  conteHter  objects  to  any  evidence  not  of  the  witness'  own  knowledge, 
he  having  admitted  that  it  is  hearsay,  and  therefore  illegal.) 

and  I  noticed  that  these  wagons  came  back  and  forth  quite  a  number  of  times  while 
the  registration  was  going  on,  and  I  heard  it  said  by  a  good  many  that 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  evidence  about  to  be  given,  it  being  what 
others  said,  and  therefore  hearsay.) 

they  were  Lawrence's  negroes  that  had  come  in  to  register.  They  said  they  were 
Mr.  Lawrence's  hands,  and  of  my  own  personal  knowledge,  for  I  visit  his  farm,  and 
I  do  not  believe  that  he  has  over  ten  hands  at  the  outside  working  out  there.    This  is 
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personal  knowledge,  for  I  yislt  the  place  once  a  week.  This  includes  the  butcher 
pen  and  all,  for  they  are  all  conuected.  The  farm  and  batcher  pen  are  together.  I 
think  that  two  wagonloads  woald  have  brought  in  everything  at  his  farm  to  regis* 
ter.  All  of  the  negroes  brought  in  by  his  wagons,  by  a  good  majority,  were  not 
hands  on  his  place. 

Q.  Mr.  Young,  I  will  ask  yon  if  it  is  a  fact  that  the  policemen  and  city  employees 
of  the  city  are  free  to  vote  as  they  please  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  they  voted  any  other  than  the  Democratic  ticket,  would  it  jeopardize  their 
jobs! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  this  of  my  own  perstmal  knowledge. 

Q.  Mr.  Young,  Sergeant  Morgan,  of  the  police  force,  and  one  of  the  witnesses  for 
the  contestee  testified  that  there  was  no  repeating  or  passing  of  money  in  the  Third 
Ward  on  the  day  of  the  special  election  in  1895;  what  do  you  know  about  that? — 
A.  i  was  at  the  Third  Ward  polls  during  the  day,  and  I  saw  repeating  and  the  passing 
of  money.  At  this  same  ward  I  saw  one  negro  known  to  me  for  some  time,  and  I  could 
swear  to  him  as  an  individual,  go  up  and  vote  several  times.  He  was  carried  back 
and  forth  by  a  man,  who  called  the  names  that  he  voted  under.  I  remember  distinctly 
that  one  time  he  railed  the  name  of  .John  Williams  and  voted  under  the  name. 
After  he  had  voted  each  time,  the  white  man  who  was  leading  him  back  and  forth 
would  place  a  coin  in  his  hand.  I  could  not  swear  whether  it  was  a  dime  or  a 
quarter,  but  it  was  certainly  one  of  the  two  that  he  gave  to  him.  After  he  called 
the  name  that  I  have  mentioned,  I  saw  him  go  back  again,  and  the  same  scene  was 
repeated  over  ngain. 

Q.  And  another  coin  was  dropped  into  his  hand  when  he  voted  the  second  timef — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  other  cases  of  the  same  sortf 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  on  the  ground  that  this  evidence  is  not  in  rebuttal.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  many  similar  cases,  but  do  not  know  the  negroes  like  I  did  in 
this  special  case. 

Q.  Mr,  Young,  do  yon  know  F.  L,  Hassett,  the  photog^rapherf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  his  photograph  gallery  is  located? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  there  on  the  day  of  the  special  election  for  Congressman? — A.  Yes, 
eir;  in  both  the  front  and  back  room. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  guns  there  that  day? — A.  I  saw  no  guns  of  any  description. 

Q  Were  there  any  guns  in  the  gallery  that  day? — A.  No,  sir;  there  were  none 
there. 

Q.  Would  you  have  seen  them  if  there  had  been  any  there? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  sup- 
pose that  i  would. 

Q.  Saw  nothing  that  awakened  the  suspicion  of  arms  being  stored  there? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Young,  do  yon  know  Mr.  I.  T.  Heard? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  personal  friend 
of  mine. 

Q.  State  what  he  has  said  to  you :  I  mean  anything  about  politics. — A.  I  remem- 
ber that  in  a  conversation  with  me  ne  mentioned  it  as  a  fact  that  I  was  not  advanc- 
ing my  commercial  interests  with  my  politics,  and  said  that  the  active  part  I  took  in 
politics  was  time  thrown  awaj^,  bein^ on  the  side  that  I  advocate.  He  assurepl  me  that 
the  element  that  I  was  associated  with  in  political  matters  would  never  accomplish 
an^'tbing  in  politics  as  long  as  the  opposing  side,  or  element,  desired  to  control 
things.  I  asked  him,  "Mr.  Heard,  suppose  that  the  side  I  advocate  grows  in  num- 
ber until  we  have  what  is  called  the  majority,  and  your  party  has  what  is  called  the 
minority ;  what  then  V  He  said  that  even  if  that  should  ever  be  the  case  that  we 
would  not  get  into  power. 

Q.  What  did  he  state  about  everything  being  fair  in  politics,  as  in  love  and  war? — 
A.  That  is  about  the  substance  of  his  conversation,  as  I  have  already  stated  it. 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  the  Democrats  would  always  rule? — A.  I  don't  remember  that 
he  used  the  word  Democrat  in  the  conversation  above  related. 

Q.  What  have  you  to  say  about  his  statement  that  everything  was  fair  in  the  spe- 
cial election? — A.  I  see  that  in  this  contest  case  he  has  said  everything  was  fair  and 
lovely  in  this  election,  but  this  statement  does  not  corroborate  what  ne  has  said  to 
me  individually  and  does  not  correspond  with  what  I  know  individually.  I  under- 
stand that  this  is  in  rebuttal,  the  evidence  that  is  now  being  taken,  and  I  noticed 
that  Mr.  Dan  Kerr  has  said  something  about  the  Populists  working  on  the  city 
departments,  of  which  I  know  something. 

Q.  State  if  there  is  not  discrimination  against  the  Populists  on  the  city  works. — 
A.  Well,  sir,  I  know  Mr.  Dan  Kerr  and  I  have  had  business  relations  with  him, 
and  will  state  in  the  beginning  that  in  all  transactions  I  have  found  him  to  be  fair 
and  a  gentleman  in  business,  and  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  impersonating  him 
in  this  contest,  but  I  wish  to  state  here  some  facts  in  vindication  of  the  Populists  who 
have  been  employed  on  the  city  works.  I  am  familiar  with  the  Populists  who  have 
been  working  on  the  city  works  and  that  have  been  discharged  recently. 

Q.  On  what  charge? — A.  There  has  been  two  or  three  discnarged,  and  for  no  other 
reason  only  that  they  did  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.    It  was  for  not  voting  the 
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Democratic  ticket  in  thin  and  other  elections.    There  is  no  other  valid  excuse  for 
their  discharge  from  the  city  employment.     Mr.  Henderson  is  one  that  has  been 
discharged. 

Q.  How  long  had  he  been  employed  on  the  city  force f — A.  He  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  city  for  about  eight  years,  I  think,  sir.  There  is  no  other  reason  of  his  discharge. 
Mr.  Olover  is  another  that  has  been  discharged;  Mr.  Lnper  is  another  one  who  was 
discharged. 

Q.  How  long  had  he  been  on  the  works f — A.  He  worked  on  the  city  works  for  aboat 
in  the  neighborhood  of  a  year,  sir.  No  charges  were  brought  against  Messrs,  Lnper, 
Henderson,  or  Glover  when  they  were  discharged.  There  were  no  charges  against 
either  of  them.  Of  course  there  is  an  excuse,  but  that  is  all  that  it  is.  They  were 
all  working  as  regulars  on  the  works,  «.nd  were  drawing  $1.40  a  day,  while  the  extras 
on  the  force  only  draw  $1  a  day  for  their  services  These  gentlemen  are  put  off  as 
extras,  or  laid  off  as  extras,  so  the  claim  is;  but  it  could  not  possibly  be  the  case 
that  they  were  extras,  for  they  were  not  receiving  the  pay  of  the  extras,  bat  the  pay 
of  the  regulars,  $1.40  per  day.  A  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Walton,  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Kerr,  did  work  for  the  city,  but  he  was  put  off,  and  it  is  claimed  for  a  diffi- 
culty with  another  man  on  the  works.  It  is  saia  that  both  of  them  were  indefinit^y 
suspended  for  the  matter,  but  this  other  man  has  gone  back  to  work  on  the  coancil 
works,  and  Walton  has  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  this  other  man  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  f — A.  He 
must  have,  as  he  is  certainly  gone  back  to  work  at  his  old  job.  I  have  a  brother 
on  the  works  who  is  still  there,  but  I  do  not  think,  in  fact,  I  know  he  does  not  owe 
his  job  to  Mr.  Kerr,  for  I  think  that  the  mayor  of  the  city,  W.  B.  Young,  being  a 
near  relative  of  his,  would  see  that  he  was  provided  for  elsewhere  were  Mr.  Kerr 
to  exercise  his  power  and  cut  off  his  head.  They  have  kept  one  other  Populist  on 
the  council  works,  by  the  name  of  Hodo,  but  he  owes  his  position  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  last  election — municipal  election — he  filled  the  place  of  heeler  or  solicitor  for 
Bradfield,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  councilman  m  the  Fifth  Ward.  I  imagine 
that  this  is  the  only  reason  that  his  head  has  not  been  cut  off,  just  as  the  other  men's 
heads  have  gone  off.  I  will  state  here,  Ibr  the  benefit  of  Mayor  Young,  that  he  told 
Mr.  Henderson  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  been  discharged  from  the  council  works. 
The  mayor  has  always  been  a  very  fair  man,  and  it  was  his  influence  that  gave  these 
Populists  their  positions  on  the  works.  The  work  was  secured  by  the  solicitations 
of  certain  gentlemen,  and  I  did  a  good  deal  of  it  myself.  I  have  never  mentioned 
the  fact  of  their  discharge  to  Mayor  Young,  as  I  did  not  care  to  place  them  again 
where  they  would  be  subject  to  discharge.  I  did  not  seek  to  again  get  them  on  the 
works,  for  I  am  confident  of  the  fact  that  they  are  men  who  would  vote  their  con- 
victions, and  according  to  principle,  at  any  and  all  elections  at  any  cost,  and,  conse- 
quently, would  be  discharged  again.  For  this  reason  no  action  has  been  taken  on 
their  discharge. 

Cross-examination  by  C.  Hknry  Cohen,  Esq. : 

Q.  How  old  are  you,  Mr.  Young  f — A.  I  am  in  the  neighborhood  of  26  years  of  age, 
sir. 

Q.  Then  you  have  been  voting  for  about  five  years,  have  you  nott — ^A.  Y"es,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  since  you  have  been  voting,  you  have  been  a  Populist  in  ^onr  politics  f — A. 
Yes,  sir.  I  have  never  voted  other  than  a  Populist  ticket,  except  m  municipal  elec- 
tions. 

Q.  You  are  considered  a  zealous  and  ardent  Populist  Y — A.  What  do  yon  mean  by 
the  word  ardent  Y 

Q.  I  do  not  know  any  better  definition  than  that  you  are  active  and  earnest? — ^A. 
I  have  always  supported  the  Populist  ticket,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  always  worked  for  the  good  and  for  the  success  of  the  Populist  party 
in  Richmond  County  in  all  elections? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  am  a  member  of  the  executive 
county  committee. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  on  this  committee? — A.  Ever  since  the  Populist  mass 
meeting  of  the  county  in  1894. 

Q.  You  have  always  voted  for  Mr.  Watson? — A.  Yes,  sir;  ever  since  I  have  been  old 
enough  to  vote. 

Q.  You  are  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  success  of  Mr.  Watson? — A.  Y'es,  sir;  in  an 
honest  and  legitimate  way. 

Q.  Y^ou  influence  everyone  that  you  can  in  an  honest,  legitimate  way  to  vote  for 
Mr.  Watson,  your  choice  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  never  actually  campaigned  for  Mr. 
Watson,  but  have  done  all  that  I  could  in  this  way  without  stopping  my  business  and 
while  engaged  in  its  pursuits. 

Q.  You  do  all  that  you  can  without  actually  giving  up  your  business  entirely? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  but  I  am  no  heeler. 

Q.  Yon  are  no  heeler  as  we  understand  the  term  in  Augusta? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  fact  that  a  great  many  oi  the  men  on  the  police  force 
are  Populists ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  are  eight  or  ten  Populists  on  the  force f — A.  No,  nir. 

Q.  Is  there  not  as  many  as  bix  on  the  force! — A.  No,  sir;  not  one  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Is  not  Mr.  Holley,  a  member  of  the  force,  a  very  prominent  Populist  f — A.  I 
have  never  conversed  with  him  on  politics  and  could  not  say. 

Q.  You  are  conversant  with  the  inct  of  whether  there  are  any  Populists  on  the  force 
or  notf — A.  No,  sir,  I  have  never  visited  all  the  voting  places  to  see  how  they  voted. 

Q.  Mr.  Young,  it  has  been  sworn  on  the  stand  there  were  ten  or  twelve  Populists 
on  the  Augusta  police  force  and  some  of  them  have  been  named? — ^A.  Yes.  sir;  but  it 
was  the  first  that  1  had  heard  of  it. 

Q.  This  iulministration  is  recognized  as  being  Democratic? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Populist  party  is  not  in  power! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  liave  admitted  that  some  Populists  are  working  for  the  city  f — A,  Only  two 
to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  If  in  addition  to  these  there  are  ten  policemen  who  are  Populists,  that  would 
make  twelve  Populists  in  the  employment  of  the  city? — A.  I  do  not  say  that  there 
are  ten  policemen  who  are  Populists. 

Q.  Mr.  Young,  it  has  been  stated  here,  under  oath,  that  there  are  that  many  police- 
men on  the  force  who  are  Populists? — A.  Well,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Cohen,  I  can 
say  that  one  policeman  told  me  that  he  had  heard  that  his  name  had  been  placed 
on  the  list  of  witnesses  to  come  before  this  contest  court  to  testify  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Black,  but  that  he  had  never  received  any  summons  to  appear  and  he  was  very  glad, 
for  he  said  that  had  he  testified  to  what  he  had  seen  that  nis  job  would  have  been  in 
jeopardy. 

Q.  He  told  you  this  in  confidence  and  not  to  be  repeated? — A.  He  did  not  bind  me 
to  confidence  or  silence. 

Q.  Then  you  would  not  mind  telling  who  was  the  policeman  that  told  you  this? — 
A.  I  would  prefer  not  giving  his  name,  as  I  believe  that  he  would  lose  his  job  if  I 
told  his  name.    I  do  not  care  to  make  him  lose  his  position. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  this  witness  telling  what  someone  else  said  to 
him,  it  being  accessive  and  within  the  power  of  this  court  to  place  the  policeman  on 
the  stand  and  let  him  testify  for  himself.) 

Q.  Mr.  Young,  you  have  been  quite  active  in  aiding  Mr.  Watson's  side  of  the  con- 
test now  pending? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  have  been  suggesting  other  witnesses  besides  yourself? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  one  of  the  parties  who  assisted  in  the  alliance  between  the  American 
Protective  Association  and  the  Populists,  in  order  to  promote  the  success  of  Mr. 
Watson  in  his  late  campaign  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yuu  did  not? — A.  I  am  an  A.  P.  A.,  Mr.  Cohen,  and  consequently  know  several 
members  of  that  organization  who  voted  for  Mr.  Black.  I  will  further  state  that 
there  was  no  unity  of  action  between  the  American  Protective  Association  and  the 
Populists ;  there  was  no  alliance  of  their  forces. 

Q.  Then  the  statement  that  the  A.  P.  A.'s  were  in  alliance  with  the  Populists  is  a 
slander  on  Watson,  or  the  A.  P.  A.  ? — A.  That  is  for  you  to  say,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Young,  these  elections  in  the  Tenth  district  have  been  going  on  for  the  past 
fonr  years,  or  five  years,  there  being  three  of  them  in  the  past  four  years,  and  there 
has  been  considerable  excitement  attendant  on  all  of  them,  feeling  engendered,  and 
during  all  of  that  time  you  testify  that  Mr.  Henderson  kept  his  position  on  the  coun- 
cil works,  although  known  as  an  avowed  Populist  and  opponent;  is  that  true? — 
A.  Mr.  Henderson  was  on  the  works  in  the  neighborhood  of  eight  years.  The 
committee  of  100  held  the  administration  then. 

Q.  And  they  were  Democrats,  were  they  not,  Mr.  Young? — A.  Well,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  all  Democrats? — A.  I  can  make  no  better  statement  on  that  point. 
I  have  tried  to  answer  that  as  I  knew  the  facts. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  they  were  all  Democrats? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  this,  if  Mr.  Henderson  did  not  hold  ofifice  for  eight  continuous 
vears  under  Democratic  r6gime? — A.  Mr.  Henderson  held  his  position  and  received 
it  of  the  committee  of  100.  I  could  not  say  that  they  were  all  Democrats  or  not. 
That  is  the  extent  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  The  mayor  elected  at  the  time,  Mr.  Alexander,  was  a  Democrat? — A.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  100,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  known  that  it  was  a  Democratic  regime? — A.  I  only  know  that  it  was 
the  committee  of  100  administration. 

Q.  Mr.  Alexander,  the  mayor  elected  at  that  time,  was  a  Democrat? — A.  I  think 
he  was  a  Democrat,  but  he  has  never  told  me  that  he  was. 

Q.  But  you  have  heard  that  he  was  a  Democrat? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  heard 
that  he  was  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chairman  of  the  streets  and  drain  committee  of  the  city  council  at 
that  time?— A.  I  do  not  know,  and  I  have  never  heard. 

Q.  You  know  that  he  was  not  a  Populist? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  he  was.  I  am. 
not  posted  on  the  point. 
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Q.  I  simply  wish  to  know  this  point,  Mr.  Yonng,  and  onr  part  will  be  quickly 
«ndedj  and  that  is,  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  city  government  of  Augusta,  under  the 
<oommittee  of  100  regime,  was  not  Democratic,  and  that  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Luper, 
and  Gover  held  their  positions  under  a  Democratic  administration,  and  has  it  not 
been  Democratic  in  all  of  the  recent  years? — A.  I  could  not  swear  to  each  individual, 
air. 

Q.  Would  you  not  swear  that  those  who  have  been  in  power  for  the  past  eight 
years,  in  the  city  government,  were  Democratic? — A.  No,  sir;  I  would  not. 

Q.  You  would  not  swear  that  during  this  time  it  has  been  Democratic? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  the  city  government  has  been  under  Democratic  regime 
for  years? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  the  city  govemment  is  under  Democratic  regime? — ^A.  I 
^o  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  you  do  not  know  that  the  city  government  has  been  Demo- 
•cratic  for  the  past  eight  years,  and  even  more? — A.  I  could  not  swear  to  it,  sir.  I 
^ave  never  informed  myself. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  city  has  not  been  governed  by  Democrats  for  the  past 
eight  years? — A.  I  could  not  swear  to  it,  sir. 

Redirect  examination  by  B.  M.  Gkoss,  Esq. : 

Q.  Can  yon  state  for  the  beneiit  of  this  matter  that  you  have  not  taken  any  inter- 
est in  their  political  stand  or  examined  into  their  political  affiliations? — A.  Exactly 
«o,  sir.     I  do  not  know  what  are  their  policies  politically. 

J.  Travis  Youxg. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public  of  Hichmond  Countjf,  Ga, 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  examination  of  this  witness  a  recess  was  taken  until 
Tuesday,  February  25, 1896,  at  10  a.  m. 

Btatk  of  Georgia,  Bichmond  County: 

At  the  Court-House,  Februarff  iS5, 1836. 

Appearance  for  contestant,  John  T.  West,  esq. ;  appearance  for  oontestee,  Boyktn 
Wngnt,  esq. 

A  recess  was  taken  until  Wednesday,  the  26th  day  of  February,  1896,  without  any 
witness  being  examined. 

State  of  Gkorgia,  Bichmond  County: 

At  the  Court-House,  February  26, 1896. 

Appearance  for  contestant,  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  appearance  for  contestee,  Joseph  R. 
Lamar,  esq. 

R.  J.  VIDETTO,  M.  D.,  sworn  for  the  contestant. 

Direct  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  did  you  live  at  the  time  of  the  late  special  election  for  Congreaaman  in 
this  district,  doctor? — ^A.  I  resided  at  1312  Campbell,  or  Ninth  street,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  in  Augusta? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Richmond  County,  Ga.  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wei'e  you  at  the  polls  on  the  day  of  that  election?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  for  a  while,  sir. 

Q.  What  ward  did  you  visit  that  day? — ^A.  The  polls  back  of  the  Plantera'  Hotel, 
air:  the  Third  Ward,  I  think  it  is  called. 

Q.  State  what  evidence  of  repeating  you  saw  there  that  day,  if  any? — A.  Well, 
sir,  my  attention  was  called  to  it  by  another  gentleman,  who  was  leaning  against  the 
lamp-post  on  the  comer.  A  squad  came  up — I  could  not  say  how  many  there  were  in 
that  squad  positively — and  they  went  up  to  the  polls  and  voted.  They  walked  awa? 
and  in  a  few  moments  would  run  around,  ^et  into  line  again  and  go  up  and  vote.  I 
saw  this  crowd  repeat  this  three  times  while  I  was  there  at  the  polls. 

Q.  You  saw  them  go  up  and  vote  three  times  while  you  were  there? — ^A.  Yes, sir; 
some  gentleman  was  there  on  the  outside  of  the  window  who  had  a  list  of  the  names. 

Q.  Did  this  gentleman  who  had  the  list  call  the  names? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  saw  them  vote  all  three  times  that  they  came  np  ? — A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  About  how  many  would  you  say  were  in  the  squad,  to  the  best  of  your  observa- 
tion?— A.  Well,  I  would  not  be  positive,  but  I  would  judge  about  15  or  io.  I  did  not 
eount  them,  and  only  judge  that  there  were  that  many. 

Q.  Did  you  recognize  them  each  time  as  the  same  individuals? — ^A.  Yea,  sir,  and 
<»ne  of  them  specially ;  and  1  know  the  faces  of  several,  for  they  trade  with  me. 

Q.  Are  you  in  business,  doctor? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  the  proprietor  of  a  druff  store,  are  you  not,  doctor? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  some  of  them  from  the  fact  that  they  trade  with  you? — ^A.  Yea,  sir 
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Q.  Did  jron  have  any  talk  with  one  of  those  who  yoa  saw  in  the  crowd  that  you 
have  laentiouedf — A.  Yes,  sir;  oue  of  them  was  in  my  drug  store  the  next  day. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  of  what  the  negro  said,  as  beinff 
hearsay,  and  objects  to  the  whole  testimony  as  not  beiu^  in  rebuttal;  is  original 
testimony,  to  which  the  contestee  had  opportunity  to  be  heard.) 

He  came  into  the  store  after  something,  I  have  forgotten  what,  and  I  asked  him 
how  many  times  he  vote«l  the  day  before  at  the  election,  and  he  said  that  he  did  not 
know. 

Q.  He  dill  not  deny  voting  more  than  onoef — A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  say  either  one 
way  or  the  other,  but  said  tnat  he  did  not  know. 

Cross-examination  by  Joskpii  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  hour  was  it  when  you  went  to  the  Third  Ward  polls,  doctor? — ^A.  I  could 
not  say ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  any  other  polls  that  day  t — A.  I  drove  by  other  polls,  and  remem- 
ber driving  by  the  court-house,  or  Second  Ward  polls,  but  I  did  not  go  into  the  yard. 

Q.  How  lon^  did  yon  remain  away  f^om  your  store  that  day  f — A.  I  could  not  say 
that,  sir.    I  did  not  notice  the  time. 

Q.  Were  you  away  from  the  store  an  hourt — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  air;  was  away  over  an 
hour,  but  could  not  state  how  long. 

Q.  Have  you  got  a  clerk  in  your  store t — A.  No,  sir;  but  I  have  my  £etmily,  my  wife, 
there. 

Q.  Were  yon  out  practising  that  day  t — ^A.  I  have  patients,  sir,  and  I  think  that  I 
made  one  professional  call. 

Q.  You  say  that  yon  went  to  another  poll  during  the  day  f — ^A.  I  went  by  the  court- 
house, but  did  not  stop  in. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  any  other  besides  this  one? — A.  I  went  by  all  of  them,  but  did 
not  stop. 

Q.  How  long  were  ^on  down  at  the  court-house t — A.  I  do  not  remember,  sir.  I 
drove  by  there,  but  did  not  go  in  the  yard,  but  simply  looked  in  from  the  street. 

Q.  Did  you  get  out  of  your  buggy f — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  the  Third  Ward,  baok  of  the 
Planters'  Hotel. 

Q.  Who  held  your  horse f — A.  1  do  not  remember  that  anybody  did,  sir;  and  I  do 
not  think  that  was  any  trouble,  as  he  is  gentle  enough  and  stands  without  any  trouble. 

Q.  How  long  were  yon  there  at  the  polls? — A.  I  could  not  say,  sir. 

Q.  Give  an  estimate. — A.  Well,  sir;  one  or  two  hours,  and  maybe  three  hours;  I 
could  not  say  positively  as  1  did  not  make  any  note  of  the  passage  of  time. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  others  voting  but  these  menf— A.  Yes,  sir;  at  the  white 
window. 

Q.  Were  the  men  coming  to  and  from  the  gate;  did  yon  see  that? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
did  not  see  them  going  into  the  gate. 

Q.  At  what  hour  were  you  there? — A.  It  was  between  9  and  1  o'clock,  and  I  could 
not  say  more  than  between  these  hours. 

Q.  Did  you  soe  Dr.  Stradley  or  Dr.  Dunbar  there  at  the  polls? — A.  I  do  not 
remember. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Dr.  Stradley  there? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  see  there  that  you  recognized? — ^A.  I  saw  several. 

Q.  Name  some  that  you  saw  there. — A.  I  saw  Mr.  Fields  there;  he  is  one  man 
that  I  remember  there. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  I  saw  a  policeman  there  on  duty  and  talked  with  him  and 
called  I) is  attention  to  the  facts  that  I  have  recited  here. 

Q.  What  was  the  policeman's  name? — A.  I  would  rather  not  tell  his  name  unless  I 
am  compelled  to  do  so. 

Q.  I  would  rather  that  you  would  tell  his  name. — A.  His  name  was  Redding. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  did  not  see  them  going  back  and  forth  into  the  gate? — A.  No, 
sir;  they  would  form  a  line  and  go  up  and  vote. 

Q.  Form  a  line  where? — A.  The  voters  would  form  a  line  on  the  side  street,  on 
McCartau  street. 

Q.  Whereabouts  on  the  street? — A.  They  would  form  the  line  just  below  the  polls 
on  McCartau  street,  and  would  go  up  and  then  vote,  and  they  would  then  scatter 
again,  form  a  line  a^ain  back  at  the  same  place,  go  up  and  vote  again,  and  so  on.  I 
would  hear  some  white  gentleman  say,  ''Are  you  ready?'' 

Q.  How  long  would  it  be  before  they  would  form  this  line  again  after  they  had 
scattered? — A.  I  could  not  say,  but  not  many  minutes;  probably  about  twenty  or 
thirty  minutes,  sir;  and  I  would  say  not  over  that. 

Q.  'Were  there  not  other  negroes  around  there  besides  these  that  were  in  the 
line? — A.  I  do  not  remember  that,  but  there  was  a  crowd  of  people  around  the  polls. 

Q.  They  would  scatter  around  in  the  crowd? — A.  Well,  yes,  sir;  they  would  ao 
among  the  crowd,  but  would  not  be  gone  long  before  they  would  form  the  line  again. 

Q.  Where  were  you  standing? — ^A.  There  was  a  rock,  or  a  curbing,  or  someuiing 
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like  that  there  where  I  could  stand  on  and  see  the  crowd,  and  the  gentleman  with 
zne  was  leaning  on  or  against  the  lamp-post,  and  1  was  next  to  him.  From  my  por- 
tion I  could  see  them. 

Q.  Yon  were  on  the  Planters' Hotel  side  of  the  street?— A.  No,  sir;  I  was  right  on 
the  comer  of  the  engine  house;  the  engine  house  Ih  on  the  comer. 

Q.  You  would  keep  your  eye  on  them  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  they  had  scattered  into  the  crowd? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  each  one  of  them  ? — A.  Of  course  I  did  not  want  to  he  mistaken  when  I  saw 
this  customer  of  mine  and  I  kept  my  eye  on  him. 

Q.  Were  you  on  the  comer  of  Jones  or  McCartan  streets? — A.  Both,  sir;  was  on 
the  comer  of  the  two  streets. 

Q.  You  were  standing  on  the  curbing? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  polls ?--A.  Well,  sir;  about  18  feet  ftom  the  polls,  I  think. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  kept  your  eyes  on  them  after  they  had  voted  and  scattered  ? — 
A.  A  part  of  them. 

Q.  How  many  in  the  squad  did  you  recognize  as  your  customers? — ^A.  Two  or 
three,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  the  others  in  the  squad  ? — A.  1  recognized  a  few  of  the  crowd. 
They  formed  about  the  same-sized  line  every  time,  and  1  could  judge  them  by  it. 

Q.  You  say  it  was  about  the  same-sized  line  that  they  formed  each  time?-  -A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  are  the  names  of  the  ones  that  you  recognized  in  the  line? — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  their  names,  but  I  could  point  them  out  to  you  if  1  should  see  them  again,  and 
they  are  always  around  in  my  neighborhood. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  one  that  was  in  your  store? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Who  did  you  vote  for,  for  Mr.  Watson? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Who  did  you  vote  for  ? — A.  I  did  not  vote. 

Q.  You  did  not  register  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  they  form  the  line? — A.  They  formed  in  on  McCartan  street. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  polls? — A.  About  50  or  60  feet  from  where  I  was  standing. 

Q.  Doctor,  how  many  were  there  at  the  polls  that  day? — A.  Well,  sir,  they  were 
ooming  and  going  while  1  was  there,  and  could  not  form  a  judgment  of  the  number. 

Q.  Doctor,  some  of  the  witnesses  on  the  stand  have  estimated  that  there  were  as 
many  as  300  there  all  day.  Would  you  say  that  there  were  that  many? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
There  was  not  that  many. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  say  was  there? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  There  was  a  crowd  there? — A.  There  was  some  crowd. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  band  of  music  there,  and  the  crowd? — A.  No,  sir.  There  was, 
however,  a  band  that  went  up  or  down  the  street  from  the  polls  as  I  came  up  to  the 
polls,  but  they  were  on  Broad  street. 

Q.  You  could  not  recognize  more  than  two  or  three  that  you  knew  in  the  crowd? — 
A.  About  three,  sir. 

Q.  You  judged  that  the  others  were  the  same  because  they  formed  the  same-sized 
crowd? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  about  it. 

ROBT.  J.  ViDETTO,  M.  D. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public  of  Bichmond  County,  Ga. 

C.  T.  HIZER,  sworn  for  the  contestant. 

Direct  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  yon  live? — A.  In  Augusta,  sir. 

Q.  Richmond  County,  Ga.  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  were  at  the  court-house  during  the  registration  of  voters  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  1  passed  through  the  place  twice.  One  day  1  had  some  business  that 
carried  me  to  Broad  street,  and  I  came  through  the  place. 

Q.  State  what  you  saw  there? — A.  I  saw  Mr.  £d.  Stone  and  another  gentleman  by 
the  name  of  Brock,  or  they  were  pointed  out  to  me  as  these  men,  and  as  I  came  up  the 
steps  I  saw  them  talking  to  a  couple  of  negroes  on  the  outside  of  the  front  door,  and 
they  went  on  by  me  with  the  two  negroes  and  presented  them  for  registration,  and 
one  of  them  registered  and  the  other  went  back  without  registering,  as  he  was  told 
to  get  out  of  the  office,  and  this  white  man  took  him  to  a  side  door  and  he  went  out. 
The  other  negro  came  out  in  the  hall.  Mr.  Zack  Keener  was  sitting  in  front  of  the 
door  of  the  room  facing  Mr.  Bohler's  office,  and  he  got  up  and  went  into  the  room 
and  the  negro  folhtwed,  and  I  went  on  in  behind  the  negro.  As  I  got  in  behind  the 
negro  I  saw  Mr.  Keener  hand  the  negro  a  dime.  I  did  not  see  any  more  of  that  part 
of  it. 

(Council  for  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  just  ^ven  and  moves  to  rule  it  ont 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  rebuttal,  but  original  testimony,  and  the  conteetee  had 
had  no  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  opposition  or  in  rebuttal  thereto.) 
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« 

Q.  Well,  what  el«e  do  you  know  about  the  registration f — A.  Well,  sir;  Dr.  Potts 
and  Mr.  Dicks  cave  me  a  list  of  names,  and  iuiormed  by  parties  that  if  we  went 
before  the  board  of  registration  with  evidence  that  they  were  illegally  registered,  or 
if  they  did  not  live  at  the  addresses  that  they  gave,  that  they  had  ottered  to  take 
them  off  of  the  list  of  voters.  I  took  Market  street,  as  copied  by  Mr.  Dicks  and 
Dr.  Potts  as  the  registration  was  ^oing  on.  80  far  as  to  its  correctness  I  can  not 
say.  I  took  the  list  of  names  registered  from  this  street  and  examined  them.  I  do 
not  know  now  how  many  there  were  on  the  list,  but  it  was  somewhere  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  25  or  35  names,  and  on  the  examination  of  the  entire  street  I  found  only 
one  of  the  men  contained  on  the  list.  There  were  a  lot  of  names  registered  at  num- 
bers that  did  not  appear  on  the  street.  I  remember  the  name  of  Jim  Maloy,  for  it 
occurred  on  the  list  m  two  different  places,  but  both  times  at  the  same  number.  I 
do  not  know  how  it  was,  but  supposed  that  he  registered  at  two  of  the  registration 
offices,  as  they  had  several  of  them.  I  am  not  certain,  but  think  they  had  a  regis- 
tration list  at  the  Fourth  and  the  Fifth  wards.  He  was  down  on  the  list  as  living  at 
12  Market  street,  and  the  first  number  on  the  street  is  1201.  There  were  several 
other  similar  cases  of  the  same  kind,  but  I  can  not  recall  the  names  now. 

Q.  They  were  registered  at  impossible  numbers? — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  impossible  num- 
bers. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  investigated  some  25  or  30  namesf  — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my 
best  knowledge. 

Q.  Out  of  this  number  you  say  you  found  only  onef — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  did  not  see 
him,  and  was  told  by  the  colored  people  living  in  the  back  yard  that  he  lived  there. 
They  said  he  lived  in  the  back  yard ;  they  said  they  did  not  know  of  the  other  two, 
but  that  one  of  the  three  registered  from  the  number  lived  in  the  back  yard.  I  did 
not  see  him.  j 

Q.  That  was  the  only  one  that  you  found  properly  registered? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  evidence,  and  moves  to  rule  it  out,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  not  in  rebuttal ;  that  the  same  matter  has  been  covered  by  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Redfern,  and  the  contestee  has  no  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  rebuttal  of 
this  witness.) 

<^.  Were  you  present  at  the  elections  of  1892  and  1894? — A.  I  was  present  at  the 
polls  in  the  election  of  1892  for  a  short  while  at  the  court-house.  I  was  there  in  the 
afternoon.  I  had  often  heard  of  buying  votes,  but  never  had  seen  it  till  there  that 
evening. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  evidence  as  to  the  elections  of  1892  as  irrele- 
vant to  the  issues  of  this  contest.) 

Q.  What  did  you  see  there  m  the  way  of  buying  of  votes? — A.  There  was  a  bal- 
loting booth  right  in  the  front  of  the  court-house  where  the  steps  used  to  be.  I  ^ot 
up  on  these  steps,  and  from  my  position  1  could  look  right  down  at  what  was  going 
on,  and  I  could  see  Edward  Collins  and  this  man  by  the  name  of  Dickson — he  is  a 
one-armed  man — giving  negroes  50  cents  apiece. 

Q.  To  vote? — A.  They  had  already  voted,  sir.  There  was  an  archway  under  the 
steps,  and  I  could  look  under  there  and  see  what  they  were  doing. 

Q.  Then  the  vote-buying  was  open  and  notorious? — A.  It  has  been  so  long  that  I 
can  not  remember  further.  I  do  remember  that,  however,  because  it  was  tue  first 
vote-buying  that  I  had  ever  seen. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  this  evidence,  and  moves  to  rule  it  out,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  original  evidence,  not  in  rebuttal  of  what  has  been  testified  to,  and 
IS  bringing  out  new  matter,  as  to  which,  contestee  is  deprived  of  the  right  to  be 
heard  in  reply.) 

Q.  What  did  you  see  in  the  election  of  1894? — A.  I  saw  a  good  deal,  enough  to 
make  any  honest  man  blush  with  shame.  I  kept  a  list  at  that  election ;  I  kept  it  at 
the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Watson  of  the  Populist  party.  I  will 
say  that  I  do  not  consider  myself  a  thoroughbred  Populist,  and  am  a  Prohibitionist, 
and  vote  for  the  best  man  in  my  judgment,  no  matter  what  party  he  belongs  to.  I 
did  agree  to  take  one  of  the  lists  at  the  court-house,  however,  and  take  down  the 
names  as  they  voted,  and  as  I  understood  this  was  to  be  compared  with  the  tax 
books  after  the  election,  or  something  to  that  effect.  I  was  at  the  window  at  the 
south  side  of  the  court-house.  The  sheriff*  came  around  there  at  the  time  for  open- 
ing of  the  polls  and  declared  them  open,  and  I  asked  for  permission  to  stand  at  the 
window  and  represent  the  Populist  part^.  He  gave  me  the  permission,  and  I  took 
my  station  at  the  window.  Edward  Collins  had  a  gang  of  negroes  there,  and  as  soon 
as  the  polls  were  opened  they  rushed  in  and  began  voting  like  mad  dogs,  and  soon 
rushed  off  around  the  comer,  and  I  supposed,  to  vote  at  the  other  window.  The 
same  crowd  came  back  again  and  began  voting,  and  I  commenced  to  challenge  their 
votes. 

Q.  You  say  that  they  voted  again? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  challenged  their  votes  and 
called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Hargraves,  the  manager  who  was  taking  the  vote,  to  them. 
One  of  them  had  a  scar  on  his  face.    Mr.  Hargraves  recognized  them  as  repeating 
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their  votAs^  and  about  this  time  Mr.  Bryan  Lawrence  came  over  and  said  that  he  had 
a  right  to  take  their  votes  under  protest,  and  Bargraves  »aid  he  knew  that  he  had. 
I  continued  to  challenge  their  votes  and  the  voters  lel't,  and  then  Mr.  IXADtignac  and 
his  crowd  came  u)>  nncT  began  to  vote.  Collins  and  his  crowd  soon  ret"rned  and  began 
repeating  again.  When  1  began  to  challenge  tlieir  votes  a^ain,  Lawrence  got  mad 
«ud  came  over  and  tried  to  have  me  put  away  from  the  window.  Policeman  Ba8t4>D 
was  standing  there  at  tirst,  but  had  stepped  off  and  Policeman  Rosebnrroagh  had 
taken  his  pluce,  and  he  was  standing  there  at  the  time;  and  Lawrence  tried  to  have 
me  put  away  from  the  window  by  Koseburrough,  and  h^  did  attempt  to  move  me,  bat 
I  told  him  that  1  had  as  much  right  tliere  as  he  <iid,  or  anyone  else.  He  said  he  had 
orders  to  move  me,  but  just  about  that  time  Policeman  Baston  came  back  t-o  his  sta- 
tion and  told  Koseburrough  thut  1  ha<l  permission  to  stay  there  from  the  sheriff,  and 
that  ended  that  matter.  I  continued  to  challenge  the  repeaters.  A  little  later  Chief 
Hood  got  alter  me  about  challenging  the  voters,  and  said  that  if  I  did  not  stop  it  he 
would  have  me  moveii  from  the  window.  I  Htayed  there  and  continaed  to  chulenge 
tbose  that  had  already  voted,  and  those  that  I  believed  had  voted  and  knew  had 
already  voted.  I  stay«^d  there  at  the  window  till  about  2  o'clock,  and  seeing  that  it 
was  useless  to  protest  in  the  matter  further,  I  left. 

Q.  Was  repeating  practiced  that  day  frequently? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  palpably  leading.) 

A.  Well,  sir,  I  should  say  that  it  was  practiced  very  frequently.  It  was  as  long  as 
I  was  there.  I  stayed  there  nntil  I  went  home  to  dinner,  and  when  I  came  back  the 
polls  were  still  crowded  and  I  could  not  see  what  was  going  on.  After  that  I  know 
nothing,  but  up  to  2  o'clock,  while  I  was  there,  the  repeating  was  without  restraint, 
and  they  did  not  object  to  who  saw  them  doing  it. 

Q.  Is  D'Antignac,  Collins,  and  Lawrence  recognized  as  active  Democratsf — ^A. 
From  my  standpoint  they  are  so  recognized. 

Q.  Are  they  recognized  as  active  Democrats  in  this  community  f — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  aggressive  Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Collins  and  lyAntignac  are  rec- 
ognized as  the  best  heelers  among  (he  community,  and  are  always  seen  actively  at 
work  voting  the  negroes;  that  is,  since  Mr.  Watson  came  into  the  field.  I  never  saw 
them  before. 

Q.  These  sentlemen  seemed  determined  to  carry  their  side  regardless  of  methods 
or  rest  rain  tf 

(Counsel  for  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  grossly  leading.) 

A.  That  was  my  opinion,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  opinion  formed  from  observation  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  Populists,  or  Watson's  side,  have  any  showing  there  that  day? — A.  I 
oonld  not  see  that  they  had  any,  sir.  I  know  that  one  of  the  men  who  was  there  at 
work  for  Watson  got  pretty  badly  beaten  up,  and  I  do  not  consider  that  he  had  much 
of  a  showing.  One  of  the  clerks  of  the  election  jumped  out  of  the  window  outside 
into  the  yard,  to  help  to  do  him  up.  I  believe  that  a  policeman  caught  him  before  he 
got  a  chance  to  get  into  the  fight. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  are  not  a  Populist  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word? — ^A.  No,  sir;  not 
if  yon  come  down  strictly.  I  believe  in  the  platform  if  a  good  man  is  pat  np,  and  if 
they  did  not  have  a  good  man  in  the  field,  I  would  not  vote  for  him,  and  my  preierenoe 
would  be  for  the  other  man,  if  he  was  the  better  of  the  two. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  R.  Lamak,  Esq. : 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  moves  to  rule  out  all  of  this  evidence  of  this  witness, 
upon  the  grounds  that  it  is  all  new  matter,  not  in  rebuttal,  and  evidence  as  to  the 
election  of  1892,  and  of  1894,  and  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  issues  involved  in  this 
contest.) 

Q.  Mr.  Riser,  yon  did  not  hear  what  the  negro  and  Keener  were  talking  about f— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  took  place  between  them  before  the  money  was  passed f— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  just  saw  Mr.  Keener  sitting  down  in  front  of  the  door  of  the  room  across 
the  hall,  and  when  he  and  the  ne^o  went  in,  I  went  into  the  room  also,  and  JQst  as 
1  got  in  I  saw  the  negro  given  a  dime  by  him. 

Q.  You  are  certain  that  it  was  a  dime? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  could  see  that  it  was  money? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^.  How  far  were  you  behind  the  man? — A.  I  do  not  know^,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Keener  see  you? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  right  behind  the  negro.  Mr. 
Keener  looked  at  me  very  hard. 

Q.  It  was  done  openly? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  just  inside  of  the  room,  and  I  got  in 
jnst  in  time  to  see  him  hand  the  darky  the  money. 

Q.  Who  else  was  present  at  the  time? — A.  I  could  not  say,  bat  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  I  do  not  believe  that  I  saw  anyone  else  there. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  what  was  said  between  them? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  any  conversation  between  them? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  You  Bay  that  you  saw  money  passed  in  1892 f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  what  the  money  was  given  forf — A.  It  was  paid  to  them  after 
they  had  voted. 

Q.  How  many  did  yon  see  get  money  that  day  at  the  polls f — A.  Four  or  five. 

Q.  How  long  were  the  givingrs  separated  apart? —A.  I  had  not  been  there  five 
minntes. 

Q.  How  long  did  yoa  stay  on  the  steps? — A.  I  would  say  about  ten  or  fifteen 
miiiutes. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  think  voted  in  that  time  ?— A.  1  could  not  say,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  a  large  number? — A.  A  good  many  voted  during  the  time  I  was  on  the 
steps. 

Q.  How  many  went  into  that  archway? — A.  They  were  passing  in  and  ont  all  the 
time. 

Q.  You  say  that  yon  do  not  know  where  the  ne;;roe8  went  after  th^y  had  voted 
the  first  time,  in  1894? — A.  I  said  they  went  around  the  comer  to  the  other  window. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  voted  or  not  at  the  other  window? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  really  know  where  they  went  to? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  they  came  back  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  sap- 
posed  that  they  went  around  to  the  other  window  to  vote. 

Q.  When  they  oame  back  again  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the}'  were  in  the  eon- 
trol  of  Mr.  Collins?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  names  of  any  of  the  negroes? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  the  name  of  any  one  of  them  that  came  back? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  iiot  think 
that  I  knew  a  single  one  of  them.  I  knew  them  by  marks,  or  a  scar,  or  something 
like  that. 

Q.  There  was  a  large  crowd  nrouud  the  polls? — A.  Later  on  in  the  day  there  was, 
hut  it  was  mild  for  a  few  minutes  when  the  polls  were  first  opened. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  that  they  looked  like  the  same  ones? — A.  They  were  about  the 
same  crowd.  I  knew  that  some  of  them  were  the  same  ones  that  came  before.  There 
might  have  been  one  or  two  of  the  old  ones  out  of  the  crowd  and  one  or  two  new 
ones  in  it,  but  that  is  about  all. 

Q.  Give  some  of  the  marks  by  which  you  knew  them? — A.  Well,  some  had  scars 
on  their  faces.  I  remember  one  that  had  a  scar  on  his  face.  I  also  remember  one 
tall,  curly-headed  negro;  he  was  a  mulatto;  I  remember  him. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  he  vote  there  that  day? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  You  are  certain  that  it  was  the  same  crowd  that  came  back  every  time? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  it? — ^A.  There  may  have  been  some  changes  in  the  crowd, 
and  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  all  came  back  every  time,  but  there  were  very  few 
changes. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  did  you  not  think  they  were  the  same  ones  without  recog- 
nizing them? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  identify  several  of  the  negroes,  and  I  would  not 
have  challenged  their  votes  if  I  had  not  been  certain  that  I  hthd  seen  them  there  before. 
And  I  would  say  that  Mr.  Hargraves  agreed  with  me  that  they  were  the  same  ones 
on  a  good  many  occasions. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  moves  to  strike  this  testimony  out,  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
hearsay  and  inadmissible.) 

Q.  Same  thing  is  true  about  the  crowd  with  D*Antlgnac;  you  thought  they  were 
the  saiue  crowd?— A.  He  came  there  several  times  and  had  some  of  th»i  same. 

Q.  Same  crowd? — A.  I  could  not  say  they  were  the  same  altogether,  but  there  were 
some  of  the  same. 

Q.  Do  yon  have  any  difficulty  in  recognizing  negroes  in  a  crowd? — A.  If  I  take 
notice  of  them  I  have  not.  1  do  recognize  them  when  I  take  notice  of  them.  Some 
negroes  have  a  ditferent  look  from  others. 

Q.  Amid  the  excitement  of  the  election,  and  the  crowd  around  the  polls,  yon  say 
that  yoa  recognized  the  same  crowd  several  tiuies  after  an  interval  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes? — A.  Ves,  sir.  I  was  able  to  recognize  them.  I  do  not  mean  to  say- 
that  I  recognized  all  of  them. 

Carlos  T.  Rizer. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Porre,  Jr., 

Xotary  Public  of  IHchmond  County,  Ga, 

B.  M.  BAXLEY,  sworn  for  the  contestant: 

Q.  Mr.  Haxley,  were  you  a  resident  of  Richmond  County,  Ga.,  at  the  time  of  the 
Congressional  election  in  1894? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  the  poorhouse  precinct  on  the  day  of  that  election? — A. 
I  was. 

Q.  State  what  evidences  of  repeating  or  fraud  you  saw  there  that  day* 


838  WATSON    vs.    BLACK. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading  and  suggestive  of  the 
answer. ) 

A.  Well,  sir,  I  saw  negroes,  about  75  or  100  in  a  gang,  go  up  and  vote,  and  then 
walk  around  the  liouse,  and  I  watched  them  and  they  went  up  and  Toted  again,  and 
repeated  this  three  or  four  times.  I  saw  three  or  four  cases  of  this  kind  at  the  time 
and  called  the  attention  of  some  gentletneu  to  it. 

(Counsel  for  the  conteHtee  objects  to  the  evidence  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  rebuttal  of  what  has  heretofore  been  testified  to  and  was  not  originally 
attempted  to  he  placed  in  the  opening  of  the  case.) 

Q.  Who  were  they  voting  for? — A.  Major  Black,  sir. 

Cross-examination  by  J.  R.  Lamak,  Esq.: 

Q.  Mr.  Baxley,  do  you  live  in  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  district  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there! — A.  Eight  or  ten  years,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  engaged  in  farming? — A.  Ves,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  kuow  the  names  of  the  negroes  that  yon  saw? — A.  No,  sir.  Most  of 
them  were  from  Turpin  Hill  and  from  the  edge  of  the  city,  and  what  I  suppose  is 
called  the  territory,  and  I  am  not  acquainted  with  them. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  there? — A.  I  was  there  two  or  three  hours,  and  perhaps 
longer. 

Q.  Where  did  the  negroes  come  from? — A.  They  came  from  toward  the  city,  and  in 
wagons.  • 

Q.  After  voting,  did  they  go  back  in  the  direction  of  the  city? — ^A.  No,  sir;  they 
stayed  around  the  yard,  and  they  never  left  the  yard  except  tbat  there  may  have 
been  one  or  two  who  went,  out  of  the  country  r  egroes,  or  those  even  that  came  from 
the  town. 

Q.  How  many  wagons  were  there? — A.  Three  or  four. 

Q.  Two  or  four-horse  wagons? — A.  They  were  one  and  two-horse  wagons,  sir. 

Q.  The  whole  crowd  came  in  wagons? — A.  Yes,  sir;  75  or  100  of  them,  I  think. 

Q.  Who  brought  them  out  there? — A.  Dan  Bowles  and  Tom  MoDade,  and  said  they 
were  from  town.  May  have  been  other  men  with  them  that  day,  but  I  did  not  know 
them,  and  I  am  acquainted  with  these  men,  as  they  live  out  there. 

Q.  You  say  that  yon  saw  them  vote,  and  then  walk  around,  and  then  go  back  to 
the  polls  and  vote  again?— A.  They  voted  again  without  going  out  of  the  yard. 

Q.  They  voted  the  second  time  before  the  election  was  ov<t  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Baxley,  do  you  know  Mr.  W.  K.  Nelson? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  referring  to  the  election  of  1895  or  to  the  election  of  1894? — A.  To  the 
election  of  1894,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  of  1895? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  the  election  that  you  refer  to  in  this  testimony  was  in  1894? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  not  the  last  election? — A.  No,  sir. 

(Counsel  for  the  conte8tt*e  moves  to  rule  out  this  testimony  on  the  ground  that  it 
is  not  relevant  and  inadmissible,  and  referriug  to  matters  not  connected  with  this 
contest.) 

Q.  There  was  a  large  crowd  of  people  around  there  that  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  did  not  know  the  negroes  personally  that  von  refer  to? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  polls  were  you  that  day  ?— A.  Well,  sir,  I  suppose  about  12  or 
15  feet,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  what  was  on  the  ballot  that  they  voted? — A.  I  could  tell  that 
it  was  a  Black  ballot,  as  it  was  yellow  and  the  Watson  ballots  were  white. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  what  was  printed  <in  the  ticket? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  can  not  give  the  names  of  the  negroes? — A.  No,  sir.  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  them,  and  could  not  give  their  names. 

Q.  It  is  difficult  to  recognize  negroes? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  a  squad  of  75  or  100,  but 
now  and  then  they  are  easy  to  identify. 

Redirect  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  are  positive  that  tliey  were  the  same  negroes?— A.  Yes,  sir.    I  saw  them 
more  than  once. 
Q.  You  say  that  they  came  from  the  city  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

B.  M.  Baxlby. 

8wom  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Xotary  Puhlie  of  Biehmond  Couutyj  Ga. 

C.  C.  BURCH,  sworn  for  the  contestant. 

Direct  examination  by  B.  M.  Guo8S,  Esq. : 
Q.  Mr.  Burch,  where  do  you  live?— A.  In  Richmond  County,  Ga. 
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Q.  Yon  live  in  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  district f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Burch,  what  is  your  occupation  f — A.  I  am  engaged  in  farming. 

Q.  You  live  in  what  is  called  the  poorhouse  precinct?— A.  Yes,  sir;  Uiere  is  where 
I  live.    My  place  is  in  that  district. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  the  special  election  of  1895,  between  Black  and  Watson f— 
A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  polls  were  you  present,  Mr.  Burchf— A.  I  was  at  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty-third  district  polls. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr  W.  K.  Nelson f — A.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  polls  when  Mr.  Nelson  had  his  book  taken  away  from 
himf — A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  What  threats  did  yon  hear  made  to  Mr.  Nelson? — A.  Well,  sir;  a  polloeman 
osme  up  to  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Frank  Best,  I  think,  walked  up  to  him  and  said  that  a« 
a  friena  he  would  advise  him  to  get  away  from  there  as  quick  as  he  could.  Mr. 
Nelson  asked  him  why.  He  said  if  Mr.  Nelson  knew  what  he  did  that  he  would 
leave  quick.    I  was  standing  right  at  the  side  of  Mr.  Nelson  and  heard  it  all. 

Q.  Mr.  Best  is  a  Democrat? — A.  Well,  sir,  he  was  first  a  Populist  and  then  a 
Democrat,  so  I  have  been  told  by  some. 

Q.  He  was  a  Democrat  that  day,  was  he  not? — A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Ni  Ison  did  not  have  any  showing  and  was  intimidated  ? — A.  He  was  overrun, 
and  was  the  only  Populist  man  down  there  but  myself. 

Q.  What  evidence  of  repeating  of  votes  did  you  see  there,  if  any? — A.  Would  see 
them  vote,  and  there  was  a  man  there  who  would  catch  them  and  take  them  around 
the  bouse  in  the  rear  and  would  bring  them  up  aud  vote  them  again.  This  was  a 
steady  thing  all  the  day  while  I  was  there.  I  saw  eight  or  ten  negroes  whose  faces  I 
saw  that  I  can  positively  testify  that  they  voted  more  than  once  there  that  dav. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  moves  to  rule  out  this  testimony,  on  the  ground  that  it 
is  new  matter  about  which  there  has  been  heretofore  no  evidence,  and  it  is  not  in 
rebuttal.) 

Q.  Yon  recognized  eight  or  ten  who  voted  more  than  on  re? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  they  vote,  Mr.  Burch? — A.  For  the  Democrats. 

Q.  They  voted  for  M^jor  Black  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  in  the  charge  of  white  Democrat.**? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading  and  suggesting  its 
own  answer,  and  the  matter  is  not  proper  rebuttal  testimony.) 

A.  They  were  in  the  hands  of  two  or  three  Democrats. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  thin^  else  in  reference  to  any  other  illegalities  at  this  election  ? — 
A.  No,  sir;  only  that  Mr.  ^el8on  insisted  that  he  would  not  leave  the  polls,  and  Mr. 
Best  begged  him  to  leave  entirely,  and  then  asked  him  to  come  away  and  go  with 
him  to  the  well. 

Q.  And  come  away  from  the  place  where  the  voting  was  going  on? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Nelson  was  there  representing  the  Populist  party  ?— A.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Nelson 
did  go  to  the  well:  I  went  with  him  also;  his  son  also  went  with  him. 

Q.  Away  from  tne  polls? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  after  this  communication  from  the  officer,  Mr.  Best,  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Nelson 
went  with  him  to  the  well  and  left  the  polling  place? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  standing 
with  him,  and  Mr.  Best  insisted  that  he  go  witli  him  to  the  well,  and  I  myself  tola 
him  to  go  with  him,  that  I  believed  that  I  would  go  with  him,  and  Mr.  Best  then 
invited  me  to  also  go  with  him  by  saying,  you  come  along  too. 

Cross-examination  by  Joseph  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Burch,  who  did  Mr.  Nelson  vote  for? — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  vote  for?— A.  Thomas  E.  Watson. 

Q.  You  were  a  deputy  sherift*  there  that  day? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  are  still  the  bailiff  of  the  district  ?-^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  quit  being  the  bailiff? — A.  When  the  Populist  Party  first  came 
up,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  bailiff  of  the  district? — A.  For  twenty,  or  odd,  years,  sir. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Nelson  hurt  there  that  day  by  anyone? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  leave  the  polling  place  and  go  to  his  home? — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  there 
till  the  polls  closed. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  the  polling  place? — A.  Awhile  after  dinner,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  this  voting  took  place  that  you  speak  of? — A.  I  was  not 
there  when  they  first  started  to  voting. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  get  there  the  first  time? — A.  It  was  between  9  aud  11  o'clock. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  the  polls? — A.  An  hour  or  more. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  when  you  first  came? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  prevented  from  voting? — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  nobody  there  when  I 
voted. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  negroes  when  they  oame? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  And  when  they  went  off  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  try  to  stop  their  repeating? — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  woald  have  been  no  nae 
to  try. 

Q.  How  far  off  from  yon  were  the  voters  f— A.  I  suppose  that  the  neicroes  who  were 
repeating  were  about  10  feet  off. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  their  namesf — A.  Well,  no,  sir;  I  Just  know  their  faces,  bat 
80  far  as  their  names,  I  do  not  recollect  them. 

Q.  Did  you  take  down  their  names? — A.  No,  sir;  but  Mr.  Nelson  had  their  names. 

Q.  As  I  understand  yon,  you  claim  that  Mr.  Nelson  was  intimidated  t — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  else  intimidated f — A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  not  the  gentlemen  present  secure  Mr.  Nelson's  book  and  return  it  to  himf — 
A.  Mr.  Nelson  went  after  the  negro,  and  I  believe  that  he  was  knocked  down. 

Q.  Who  knocked  the  negro  down — Mr.  Best — and  helped  to  ^et  his  book  for  bimf — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  so  sir.    I  did  not  see  that  part  of  it,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Best  is  a  Democrat,  is  he  notf— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  on  that  day,  at  least. 

Q.  He  knocked  the  negro  aown  that  grabbed  the  book  from  Mr.  Nelson,  »ud  helped 
the  gentleman  to  get  his  book  back  again f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  You  do  kuow,  Mr.  Burch, that  Mr.  Nelson  got  his  book  back  again? — A.  I  know 
that  he  came  back  with  the  book,  sir.    He  came  back  where  1  was  with  tiie  book. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  who  he  voted  for  that  day — I  mean  Mr.  Nelson? — A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not.  except  from  hearsay.  I  do  know  that  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  Populist,  and  a  stroB|^ 
one,  ana  I  would  judge  that  he  voted  the  Populist  ticket,  sir. 

Q.  I  believe,  Mr.  Burch,  that  it  used  to  be  a  rule  that  hearsay  pvidence  was  inad- 
missible, but  the  rule  has  been  changed  in  this  case  and  is  acceptable.  Yon  do  not 
know  that  Mr.  Nelson  voted? — A.  I  never  saw  him  vote. 

C.  C.  Burch. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  Eichmond  Coaafjr,  Go. 

W.  J.  HENNING,  sworn  for  the  contestant. 

Direct  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q,  What  is  your  name? — A.  W.  J.  Heuning. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live?— A.  I  live  in  the  Fifth  Ward. 

Q.  City  of  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga.  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  busiuess? — A.  I  am  in  the  newspaper  business,  sir;  the  editor. 

Q.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  the  business  several  years? — A.  Yes,  sir;  since  1892. 

Q.  Are  you  the  founder  of  the  Wool-hat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  the  paper  a  success? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  are  now  engaged  on  what  paper? — A.  The  Daily  Tribune,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Henning,  one  of  the  contestee's  witnesses,  Mr.  Bryan  Lawrence,  stated  that 
in  the  election  of  1894  he  was  one  of  the  managers  at  the  polls,  and  that  he  saw  no 
evidence  of  repeating.  1  believe  it  was  at  the  court-house,  or  Second  Ward,  at  that 
election.    State  what  you  saw  there. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  any  evidence  as  to  the  election  of  1894,  as 
being  irrelevant  to  the  issues  involved  in  this  contest,  and  also  it  not  being  admiasi- 
ble  as  proper  rebuttal  testimony.) 

A.  In  the  election  of  1894  I  was  at  the  court-house  in  the  city  of  Augusta  all  day. 
I  came  here  before  the  polls  were  opened  iu  the  morning  aud  remained  almost  the 
entire  day  at  the  first  window.  Tbey  had  three  windows  or  voting  places,  and  they 
were  in  tne  basement  of  the  court  house. 

Q.  State  what  you  saw  here  at  the  court-house. — A.  After  the  polls  opened  I  remained 
at  the  window  and  challenged  voters,  doiug  this  for  some  little  time,  an  hour  or  so, 
perhaps.  It  was  very  cold.  After  a  while  something  happened  to  the  tally  sheet — 
it  was  not  iu  order  or  correct — and  the  voting  was  suspended  to  arrange  it,  and  the 
crowd  left.  I  was  standing  by  myself  at  tbe  wimlow,  waiting  for  them  to  proceed 
affain,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  saw  me  snivering  in  tbe  cold  outside  and  invited  me  inside 
where  the  managers  were.  There  was  no  voting  going  on  at  the  time.  I  entered 
and  took  a  seat  by  the  fire.  I  remaiued  by  the  fire  until  the  tally  sheets  were  fixed 
up  or  arranged  and  they  began  to  vote  again.  Mr.  D'Antignac — I  do  not  know  him, 
and  did  not  know  him  tbeu  or  siuce,  but  was  told  that  it  was  Mr.  D\\ntignac — took 
a  seat  in  the  window,  with  one  of  his  legs  on  the  window  sill  and  his  back  against 
the  window  facing.  In  this  position  I  was  almost  immediately  in  fVont  of  him.  I 
was  at  the  grate,  and  this  mside  him  almost  facing  to  me,  and  the  negroes  were  on 
the  outside  of  the  window.  He  had  tickets  on  the  window  sill,  by  the  side  of  his 
leg.  With  his  left  hand  he  would  take  the  tickets  from  the  window  sill  and  hand 
them  to  the  negroes  who  were  outside  of  the  window,  standing  crowded  in  front  of 
the  window.  With  his  ri^ht  hand  he  would  take  money  out  ot  his  pocket  and  give 
it  to  tbe  negroes  or  put  it  in  their  hands.    He  would  call  the  names;  Mr.  Lawrence 
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woald  take  the  votes,  call  the  numbera,  and  place  the  ballots  in  the  box,  and  the 
same  thing  would  be  repeated  again.    That  was  the  manner  of  their  repeating. 

Q.  The  negroes  were  voting  and  receiving  monev  for  doins  it  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  in  the  very  face  of  the  managers! — A.  Mr.  Lawrence  was  closer  to 
him  than  I  was. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lawrence  see  it? — A.  I  conld  not  say,  sir;  bnt  I  will  say  that  I  do  not 
see  how  he  conld  have  failed  to  see  it. 

^Connsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  this  testimony  as  being  entirely  new  evidence, 
being  about  nothing  heretofore  said  by  either  witnesses  for  the  oontestee,  or  for 
consestant,  and  not  proper  to  introduce  in  rebuttal,  and  also  inadmissible  as  it  sheds 
no  light  upon  the  contest  for  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Congress  under  an  election 
he]dinl8d5.) 

Q.  Yon  have  not  stated  that  they  were  repeating? — A.  Well,  sir,  the  negroea 
stayed  at  the  window  till  a  policeman  pulled  them  out  and  told  them  to  Iceep  out 
and  let  others  have  a  chance  to  vote.  They  were  in  front  of  the  window  voting, 
some  twelve  to  twenty  of  them.  They  were  crowded  together  and  those  in  the  rear 
were  voting  over  the  shoulders,  or  under  the  arms  of  those  who  were  in  front.  They 
did  not  even  leave  the  window,  and  did  not  take  their  hands  away  at  all.  They 
kept  their  hands  in  the  window,  received  the  tickets,  handed  them  in,  and  receivea 
the  money. 

Q.  Without  leaving  the  window,  or  removing  their  hands,  they  continued  to  vote 
and  receive  dimes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  keep  this  up,  so  far  as  your  observation  goes? — A.  I  do  not 
know  what  time  it  was  when  I  entered  the  room,  sir;  bnt  I  remained  till  they  had 
luncheon,  or  dinner,  and  then  I  went  outside,  and  it  eontinued  as  long  as  I  remained 
at  the  polls,  till  about  4.30  o'clock.    I  left  about  that  time. 

Q.  Would  the  same  parties  vote  often  and  repeat  it? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  queMtion  as  leading.) 

A.  They  would  remain  there  and  continue  the  voting.  Of  coarse  somebody  would 
occasionally  got  out  and  somebody  get  in  his  place. 

Q.  What  interference  or  what  objections  were  there  to  this? — A.  Well,  sir,  hardly 
any,  or  very  little.  When  I  was  on  the  outside  I  did  challenge  them,  but  would  not 
allow  me  to  challenge  them  when  I  was  on  tlie  inside.  Sometimes  a  policeman 
would  pull  one  out  by  the  collar  and  say  let  somebody  else  get  in  there. 

Q.  What  disposition  was  manifested  to  vote  more  than  once  that  day? — A.  I  do 
not  hardly  know  how  to  answer  that  question. 

Q.  Did  they  seem  anxious  to  vote  more  than  once  that  day? — A.  Yes,  sir.  They 
got  a  dime  every  time  the  ticket  was  taken  out  of  their  hand  and  it  was  a  stimulua 
to  them. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  in  the  room? — A.  Suppose  it  was  about  8  o'clock 
when  I  entered,  but  I  would  not  be  positive. 

Q.  Then  you  went  in  at  about  8  o'clock? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  would  not  be  positive, 
and  stayed  in  there  till  somewhere  about  12  or  1  o'clock.  I  was  in  there  about  three 
hours. 

Q.  Was  the  voting  about  as  fast  as  the  managers  conld  take  the  ballots  and 
deposit  them? — A.  Just  about.  The  Populists  were  goin^  to  take  the  names  of  all 
those  that  voted  during  that  election,  and  find  out  in  this  way  who  had  repeated, 
and  we  had  a  man  at  each  window  and  each  of  them  were  provided  with  a  numbered 
pad  on  which  to  record  the  names  voted.  When  I  first  took  my  stand  at  the  window 
with  the  pad  the  voting  was  as  rapid  as  I  could  write  down  the  names,  and  it  was  so 
rapid  at  the  time  that  I  was  standing  there  that  the  clerks  on  the  inside  of  the  window 
got  the  tally  sheet  wrong,  and  some  one  said  this  Third  Party  man  has  got  it  difi*erent 
from  that,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  said  hold  np.  I  told  him  *' Don't  von  remember  that 
this  man  voted,"  and  he  said  he  did.  I  called  each  name,  and  asked  him  if  he  did 
not  see  that  I  was  correct,  and  they  corrected  the  tally  sheet  by  my  list.  I  could 
keep  up  better  than  the  clerks  as  I  did  not  have  to  write  the  numbers,  my  pad  being 
already  numbered  before  hand. 

Q.  Then  that  election  was  held  without  much  restraint? — A.  There  was  no 
restraint  whatever. 

Q.  The  Democratic  party  was  in  the  saddle? — A.  It  certainly  seemed  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  George  Murphy  of  this  city? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  as  to  intelligence,  inte^ty,  and  honor? — A.  I  should  not 
think  that  there  was  a  man  of  higher  character  m  the  city  of  Augusta  than  Mr . 
Murphy  has. 

Q.  Then  you  consider  him  a  man  of  integrity  and  of  high  character? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  a  large  merchant  of  high  standing  in  the  commercial  world? — A.  Yes,  sir^ 

Q.  State  what  you  know  of  his  efforts  to  secure  a  legal  registration  list  in  Rich- 
mond  County? — A.  When  they  began  to  first  register  so  many  of  the  21-year-oM 
negroes  we  quickly  caught  on  to  it  at  the  office  of  the  paper,  and  began  to  expose  it 
through  the  paper,  and  a  little  while  after  that,  I  do  not  know  how  long  after,  Mr» 
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Murphy  sent  a  letter  to  tlie  paper,  which  was  published.  It  was  signed  by  Mr. 
Murphy  and  some  twelve  or  tifteen  others,  and  protested  against  the  methods  being 
employed  at  the  time  and  making  a  plea  in  behalf  of  a  fair  election.  I  have  that 
letter. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Murphey  make  any  effort  before  the  board  of  registration  to  purge  the 
list  that  yon  know  of  by  hearsay? — A.  Yes,  sir.  1  am  familiar  with  hi»  efforts,  as  a 
newspaper  man;  he  examined  a  portion  of  the  registration  list  that  was  supposed  to 
be  fraudulent. 

Q.  And  had  portions  of  it  examined? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  moves  to  rule  out  this  testimony  as  being  hearsay  and 
not  of  the  witness'  own  knowledge.) 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  that  the  efforts  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Murphey  were 
discouiiteuanqed  by  the  Democratic  organization  of  Richmond  County  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Major  Black,  in  a  speech  at  the  opera  nonse  a  few  nights  thereafter,  denounoed  it, 
and  alluded  to  Mr.  Murphey.  While  he  did  not  call  Mr.  Murphey's  name,  everyone 
understood  who  he  meant;  and  he  alluded  to  him  as  a  bushwhacker  and  aa  a  pemon 
who  stabs  one  in  the  back. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  moves  to  strike  this  testimony  out,  better  evidence  being 
the  speech  itself,  and  it  being  the  only  legal  evidence.) 

Q.  The  efforts  of  Mr.  Murpney  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  si^ed  the  card  fell 
through  on  acoount  of  the  opposition  that  it  met  with  frum  organized  Democracy  of 
Richmond  County? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Mnrphey  been  censured  and  criticised  on  account  of  this  effort  of  hia  to 
have  a  legal  registration  and  fair  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has. 

Q.  On  that  account? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  the  letter  that  he  and  the  other  gentlemen  signed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
He  had  several  cards  in  the  Daily  Tribune,  and  they  are  printed  over  his  own 
signature. 

Q.  Was  this  matter  also  general  talk  in  the  city  at  the  time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  we 
sent  a  reporter  down  to  his  ]dace  of  business  and  he  ha<l  an  interview  with  him.  I  have 
never  interviewrd  him  myself. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objecte  to  this  testimony  as  hearsaj*.) 

The  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Murphey  and  others  was  here  introduced  into  the  testimony 
by  the  witness. 

"fraud  must  CEA8E. 

"Augusta,  Ga..  Augatt  26,  1895. 

"As  a  citizen  and  a  Democrat,  I  feel  that  something  should  be  said  on  the  pending 
oontest  in  th^*  Tenth  district,  as  well  as  the  past  metbo4is  employed  in  elections,  and 
Its  a  business  man,  and  with  the  business  interests  of  our  town  at  heart.  I  write  the 
following : 

"  While  1  depbire  the  necessity  of  such  a  protest,  I  feel  that  this  much  is  due  the 
good  people  of  our  connty,  and  just  now  there  is  a  call  for  it  from  somewhere;  and 
while  it  is  no  more  my  duty  than  anyone  else's,  what  is  everybody's  business  is  nobody's 
business.  But  with  an  earnest  desire  for  tiie  upbuilding  of  the  morals  of  our  com* 
mnnity,  as  well  as  the  Deniocratio  party,  at  heart,  1  am  prompted  to  ask  your  indul> 

fence  for  a  short  space.  It  inny  be  proper  to  state  here  that  I  am  a  Democrat,  and 
ave  never  vote<i  any  other  ticket. 

"To  my  belief  there  is  a  great  deal  of  corruption  in  and  around  our  connty;  right 
now  it  is  a  fact,  as  I  am  informed  by  reliable  parties,  that  there  are  negroes  register- 
ing at  the  court-house  as  21  and  22  years  of  age  who  registered  at  the  last  Congres- 
sional election  as  being  much  older,  and  another  registered  as  21  who  was  a  grown 
man  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  drove  one  of  our  citizen's  father's  carriage  at  the 
time.  To  mention  more  of  such  instances  will  be  but  a  waste  of  time,  but  they  go 
to  show  what  is  being  done  to  debauch  the  sacred  right  of  citizenship,  and  the  purity 
of  the  ballot  box  in  the  coming  fight. 

"And  what  is  true  of  our  party  in  this  county  is  equally  as  true  of  the  Populists 
in  other  counties,  but  because  both  are  doing  it  does  not  make  it  right;  it  is  equally 
as  criminal  for  both  sides,  and  should  be  so  treated  by  the  courts.  It  is  currently 
reported  that  a  Populist  came  from  Savannah  and  tried  to  register  here  the  other 
4ay,  and  swore  that  he  had  paid  his  taxes,  but  Mr.  Bohler  inyestigated  the  matter 
and  found  that  he  had  not. 

"Shame!  Shame!  Pajires  might  be  tilled  with  such  proceedings.  .Just  a  thing  or 
two  about  the  last  Congressional  election,  and  we  will  leave  it  to  the  public  to  decide 
what  should  l>e  done.  It  is  no  secret,  but  a  reproach  npon  the  very  manhood  of 
Augusta  that  at  the  last  election  for  Congressman  the  officers  of  our  law  stood  by 
and  saw  worthless  negroes  vote  dozens  of  times  at  10  cents  each,  and  run  outside 
the  crowd  in  our  court-house  yard  and  sit  right  down  in  their  very  faces  and  shoot 
-'oraps,'  play  seven-up,  and  such  games  for  the  money  that  was  so  nefartoualy 
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gained ;  this  I  say  was  done  in  the  coart-hoiise  yard,  right  under  the  nose  of  oar 
court  officers  and  police.  And  then  ask  me  why  I  do  not  take  hold  and  work  for  any 
candidate  in  such  a  mess.  I  say  it  reverently,  but  God  forgive  me  if  I  am  caught  in 
8uch  a  crowd.  Parties  who  will  manipulate  an  election  that  way  one  time  will  do 
8o  again,  and  are  the  ones  who  are  now  looking  after  the  registration. 

"  Some  people  look  upon  these  things  with  great  indifference  and  as  of  no  moment, 
bnt  I  make  the  statement  now  that  any  community  that  will  stand  up  and  allow  the 
names  of  one  of  our  ministers  taken  so  lightly  and  voted  a  dozen  times  by  a  lot  of 
unprincipled  negroes,  as  was  the  name  of  Chauncey  Williams,  simply  because  their 
category  of  names  had  been  exhausted,  without  offering  any  protest  whatever,  does 
not  deserve  the  respect  and  sympathy  of  a  decent  Republican,  much  less  honest 
Democrats.  If  these  methods  are  continued,  what  will  become  of  our  society  and 
our  institutions,  to  say  nothing  about  the  good  name  of  our  community  and  our  city  f 
It  has,  in  the  opinion  of  some  of  our  wealthiest  merchants  and  property  holders, 
almost  killed  oiir  retail  trade  with  the  country  folks,  and  one  stated  to  me  that  he 
could  hardly  make  his  expenses,  and  his  real  estate  did  not  pay  anything  on  the 
investment,  for  he  could  hardly  rent  his  residences  for  more  than  enough  to  pay  taxes, 
repairs,  etc.,  and  that  he  wished  no  one  any  harm  but  he  wished  he  would  never  again 
hear  of  another  election.  Something  must  be  done ;  the  good  people  of  this  town 
must  put  a  stop  to  any  and  all  such  frauds.  A  debauched  uallot  means  nothing  but 
ruin  to  any  community  or  country  that  will  allow  it. 

''Let  the  good  people  of  this  town  come  together  and  see  that  the  laws  are  prop- 
erly enforced,  nnd  then,  and  not  until  then,  will  it  be  possible  to  cement  our  inter- 
ests. It  is  a  common  saying  now  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  an  honent  man 
to  stand  for  office,  on  account  of  the  dirty  cesspool  that  he  has  to  swim  through  to 
reach  the  goal.  Where  is  our  press,  and  where  is  the  pulpit,  that  they  can't  cry  out 
against  the  evils f  Would  that  I  had  the  eloquence  of  a  Clay  or  a  Webster,  that  I 
might  in  a  measure  warn  the  youth  and  coming  generations  of  our  land  in  time,  that 
they  might  escape  the  impending  calamity  that  hangs  so  heavily  over  them.  1  have 
always  found  that  the  way  to  succeed  in  life  is  by  uonesty  and  fairness;  the  same 
rule  will  govern  politics.  If  the  Democrats  can  not  win  by  these  methods,  and  if 
ire  find  by  the  same  rule  that  the  Populists  are  in  the  majority  in  our  midst,  we  can 
bnt  submit  to  the  inevitable,  and  we  will  take  it  as  Go<i's  will,  believing  that  all 
things  will  work  out  for  the  best  in  the  end. 

"Of  course  it  will  be  the  duty  of  some  of  m^  brethren  to  say  that  I  have  struck 
Mi^or  Black  a  blow.  This  is  not  true,  for  he  is  not  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  above.  If  it  fits  our  party,  or  any  other  party,  they  should  take  it  to  ht*nrt  and 
learn  before  it  is  too  late  that  the  good  people  of  this  community,  or  of  no  other, 
as  to  that  matter,  will  suffer  such  things  to  go  unchecked  in  their  midst.  My  plea 
is  to  come  out  for  a  square  and  straight  fight,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they 
may;  the  right  will  finally  prevail. 

'^I  am  willing  to  be  judged  by  these  sentiments,  knowing  full  well  that  no  true 
man,  white  or  black.  Democrat,  Populist,  Republican,  or  what,  can  but  decide 
with  me. 

**  Respectfully,  yours,  Gxo.  S.  Murphbt. 

"  We  indorse  the  above  sentiments,  and  hereby  enter  our  nrotest  against  any  and 
all  such  frauds  as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing.  (Signed)  R.  W.  Hunt,  A.  W.  Klanch- 
ard,  A.  K.  Dicks,  J.  D.  Habn,  L.  F.  Goodrich,  J.  L.  Bowles,  Jesse  Thompson,  A.  B. 
Saxon,  Jerry  T.  Smith,  Chas.  L.  Baker,  J.  J.  Saxon,  Juo.  M.  Hays,  C.  G.  Goodrich, 
Juo.  W.  Wallace,  J.  N.  Day,  J.  J.  Dicks,  R.  G.  Tarver,  Moses  C.  Mnrphey,  W.  M. 
Nixon.  Chas.  B.  Allen,  and  W.  W.  Bussey." 

f  Counsellor  contestee  objects  to  the  testimony  of  this  letter,  on  the  ground  that  it 
is  illegal  evidence,  not  pro])er  rebuttal  testimony,  nnd  inadmissible  for  any  purpose 
in  this  contest,  being  a  mere  statement  or  opinion  written  long  prior  to  the  election 
and  having  no  facts  that  are  issuable,  and  as  to  the  issuable  fa.-ts  it  being  impossi- 
ble for  the  contestee  to  be  h(*ard  in  reply.) 

Q.  Mr.  Henning,  I  will  ask  yon  about  the  signers  of  this  card.  Who  is  R.  W, 
Hunt? — A.  All  that  I  know  is  that  he  is  a  prominent  railroad  man. 

Q.  Who  is  A.  W.  Blanchardf — A.  He  is  a  clothing  merchant  on  Broad  street.  He 
is  a  prominent  citizen. 

Q.  Who  is  L.  F.  Goodrich? — A.  I  do  not  know  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Jesse  Thompson? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  not  a  prominent  manufacturer  in  this  cityf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  A.  B.  Sajonf — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  is  a  prominent  grocer,  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  of  the  city. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  generally  about  the  signers  of  this  card,  if  they  are  not  gentle- 
men of  high  character  and  good  standing  in  the  cityf — A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  I  know, 
and  I  know  the  most  of  them. 
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Q.  They  stand  aa  well  in  the  oommonity  as  any  other  gentlemen  f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
they  are  all  prominent  gentlemen. 

Q.  They  signed  the  card  with  Mr.  Murphy  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  was  published? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  effort  on  the  part  of  these  gentlemen  to  have  a  purifica- 
tion uf  the  ballot  box? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  had  any  practical  results. 

Q.  It  wan  practically  suppressed f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Murphey  is  criticised  for  his  action  in  the  matter  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  state 
positively  that  it  was  a  dime  that  the  men  were  getting,  for  I  saw  one  Mioarely 
dropped,  and  I  could  see  that  it  was  a  dime ;  but,  of  course,  I  could  not  see  it  every 
time  ne  gave  it  to  them. 

Q.  The  payment  of  this  money  to  the  voters  was  open  and  notorious? — A.  It  was 
open  to  me,  sir;  though  I  could  not  say  that  it  was  to  all.  The  crowd  was  between 
Mr.  U'Antignao  and  those  standing  on  the  outside. 

Q.  There  was  no  effort  to  conceal  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  managers  could  see  it? — A.  Well,  sir,  Mr.  Lawrence  and  the  clerks 
were  right  there. 

Q.  The  spirit  that  actuated  the  Democrats  was  a  determination  to  win  regard- 
leas  of  methods? — ^A.  It  certainly  looked  that  way. 

Cross-examination  by  Joseph  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Mr.  Henning,  this  occurrence  to  which  yon  refer  related  to  the  election  of 
1894?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  not  in  the  election  of  1895? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  moves  to  rule  out  all  of  thia  evidence  of  this  witnees, 
it  appearing  that  it  referred  to  the  election  prior  to  the  one  that  is  now  being  con- 
tested.) 

Q.  Ask  you  this,  Mr.  Henning,  you  were  known  as  a  Populist? — ^A.  I  do  not  think 
that  I  was  known  much  here.  I  was  a  resident  of  Gra^ewood,  and  lived  there  at  that 
time. 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence  knew  yon  as  a  Populist? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  gness  so. 

Q.  He  invited  you  into  the  room? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  knew  that  you  were  sitting  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  knew  that  you  were  close  to  the  window  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Looking  directly  at  the  window? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  knew  that  you  could  see  what  he  conld  see? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  state  that 
after  he  saw  me  he  hesitated,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  said  that  it  was  all  right,  to  go  ahead. 

Q.  He  paid  them  so  openly  that  you  could  see  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Lawrence  could  see  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  other  managers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  clerks?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Lawrence  knew  that  yon  were  a  Populist? — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  He  did  not  advertise  in  the  W^ool  Hat? — A.  No,  sir;  he  never  did.  I  got 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Lawrence  in  the  Exposition  before  the  last  one. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  suppose  that  Mr.  Lawrence  knew  you  were  a  Populist? — A.  I  do  not 
know  about  that — on,  yes,  he  must  have  known  that  I  was  a  Populist,  as  he  saw  me 
on  the  outside  of  the  window  challenging  voters. 

Q.  And  allowed  this  to  go  on? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  did  not  make  any  objection. 

Q.  And  told  Mr.  D'Antignnc  all  right,  to  go  ahead? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  told  him  so. 

Q.  Yon  know  Mr.  Lawrence  is  a  man  of  prominence  in  the  community? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Member  of  the  city  council? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  it*s  hearsay,  and  I  do  not  know 
any  other  way  than  see  it  in  the  accounts  of  the  meetings  of  the  city  coancil. 

Q.  Yon  know  that  be  is  a  man  of  property? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  that  he  owns  a 
farm  just  outside  of  the  city  and  does  a  butcher  business. 

Q.  And  canning  factory  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  have  heard  that  he  has  a  packing  estab- 
lishment 

Q.  Ever  heard  anything  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a  man? — A.  I  have  heard 
talk  and  rumors. 

Q.  He  is  known  as  a  man  of  good  standing? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  know  to  tue  contrary? — A.  No,  sir 

Q.  Mr.  Henning,  Mr.  Lawrence  has  testified  that  he  did  not  see  anything  i]l<^gal 
during  the  election  of  1894? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  that. 

Q.  Then  there  is  necessarily  a  direct  conflict  between  you  two? — A.  I  know  that, 
but  am  positive  that  I  am  right. 

Q.  If  ne  says  to  the  contrary  he  is  incorrect? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  his  statement  can  not  be  trne? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  all  connived  with  the  permission  of  Mr.  Lawrence? — A.  It  certainly  had 
that  appearance. 

Q.  They  must  have  seen  itf — ^A.  I  did  not  say  that.  I  said  they  must  have  seen  it 
if  they  looked  up. 
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Q.  You  say  that  you  thiuk  there  was  a  crowd  of  men  around  the  window  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Pressed  close  together? — ^A.  YeSt  sir. 

Q.  And  the  arms  anil  hands  of  thoHe  behind  all  extended  forward  over  the  shoul- 
ders and  under  the  arms  of  those  in  front  of  thenif — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  These  hands  had  tickets  in  them f— A.  No,  sir;  Mr.  lyAntignac  placed  the 
tickets  in  their  hands. 

Q.  And  as  soon  as  the  vote  was  taken A.  Mr.  Lawrence  would  take  the  tickets 

out  of  their  hands. 

Q.  And  Mr.  D'Antignac  would  place  a  dime  in  itf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  this  was  kept  up  two  or  three  times  or  more? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  went  on  all  day  with  only  occasional  interruptions  f — A.  Sometimes  a 
policemHU  would  make  some  come  out. 

Q.  When  the  hands  were  extended  forward  Mr.  D'Antignac  put  the  ticket  in  their 
hands? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence  took  it  outf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  D'Antignac  placed  a  dime  in  itf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  objection  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  knew  that  it  would  be  useless. 

Q.  You  did  not  make  any  complaint? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  call  the  attention  of  the  police  to  itf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How* many  votes  were  castf — A.  I  do  not  know;  but  something  over  2,000  at 
the  window,  and  I  think  that  about  1,800  were  cast  in  that  way,  but  this  is  only 
guesswork. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  write  an  article  for  your  paper  about  itf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  wrote  an 
article  in\he  Wool  Hat  just  at  the  time,  or  just  after,  and  described  it. 

Q.  Did  you  make  an  effort  to  have  the  parties  arrested f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  make  the  attempt  f — A.  No,  sir;  it  would  have  been  useless;  while 
I  was  standing  outside  of  the  window  Chief  Hood  came  up  when  I  was  challenging 
voters  and  ordered  me  to  stop,  and  said  I  had  no  right  there;  and  I  told  him  that  I 
did,  and  intended  to  challenge  as  long  as  I  was  present  there. 

Q.  As  I  understood,  about  1,800  of  uie  votes  were  repeated  votes  out  of  some  2,000 
castf — A.  There  must  have  been  about  that. 

Q.  It  was  all  done  in  this  wayf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lawrence? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  no  complaint  was  madef — A.  Oh,  yes,  I  heard  somebody  say  something. 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence  and  the  managers  did  notf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence  is  untrue  in  his  statement f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  it  is  a  direct  issue  between  you  and  bimf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  moves  to  rule  out  the  whole  of  this  testimony  of  this 
witness  in  reference  to  the  election  of  1894  and  the  whole  of  the  testimony  on  new 
matter  not  touched  ui>on  by  the  contestant  in  the  opening  of  the  case  as  the  con- 
testee is  entirely  deprived  of  the  opportunity  to  be  tieard  in  reply  to  this  evidence.) 

Redirect  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  Were  yon  a  member  of  the  coroner's  Jury  summoned  to  hold  an  inquest  over  the 
negro  that  was  killed  bv  the  name  of  Hortonf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  killed  by  Mr.  Dan  Bowles  at  the  poorhouse,  in  the  election  of  1892 f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  the  evidence  in  that  case,  what  was  your  action  f — A.  I  refused  to  sign 
the  verdict  of  justifiable  homicide. 

Q.  What  did  the  evidence  make  outf— A.  That  the  killing  was  unjustifiable. 

Q.  To  what  party  did  the  deceased  belong  f — A.  To  the  Republican  party. 

Q.  How  did  he  vote  in  that  election  f — A.  He  voted  for  Peek,  the  Populist  candi- 
date for  governor. 

Rebuttal  examination  by  Joseph  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Eleven  jurors  said  it  was  justifiable  homicide  f — A.  No,  sir;  there  were  but  six 
jurors. 

Q.  Five  said  so f — A.  No,  sir;  four. 

Q.  That  refers  to  the  election  between  Peek  and  Northen  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  y ear  f— A.  1892. 

Q.  It  was  not  a  Congressional  election f — A.  No,  sir;  State  election. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  moves  to  rule  out  the  whole  of  this  evidence,  it  being 
irrelevant,  and  not  illustrating  the  issues  in  this  contest.) 

W.  J.  Henning. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[seal.]  Sam  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public  of  Biohmond  County,  Oa, 
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State  of  Georgia,  Richmond  County: 

At  the  CouRT-HorSE,  February  27,  1S9S» 
Appearance  for  contestant^  B.  M.  Gross,  esq. ;  appearance  for  contestee,  J.  R.  Lamar. 

S.  D.  WALTON,  sworn  for  the  contestant. 

Direct  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  What  IS  yoar  name  and  where  do  yon  livef — A.  Mj  name  is  Sim  D.  Walton. 

Q.  You  reside  in  Richmond  County,  Ga.  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  At  1537  Marbnry  street, 
city  of  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics? — A.  For  the  past  few  years,  Populist. 

Q.  What  were  your  politics  before  you  were  a  Populist  f — A.  Republican. 

Q.  State  what  you  know  in  reference  to  the  vote  in  the  Fourth  Ward  doring  the 
last  election  between  Watson  and  Black  f — A.  Well,  sir,  I  went  np  there  to  Tote  and 
I  saw  a  policeman  guarding  the  way  into  the  polls,  and  he  told  me  to  get  away,  but 
Chief  Roulette  happened  to  see  me  and  Rev.  H.  C.  Dennis. 

Q.  Who  is  Dennis  f — A.  He  is  a  negro  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Chnroh.  Mr. 
Roulette  told  them  to  let  me  in.  I  said,  with  a  wave  of  the  hand,  I  am  against  yon. 
Chief.  He  said,  ''That  is  all  right,  I  know  it;  go  on.''  When  I  got  inside  andstooa 
there  a  few  moments  the  Chief  told  the  Judge,  "Judge,  this  is  Sim  Walton,  let  him 
vote.''  The  man  standing  outside  of  the  window  here  run  his  hand  down  the  card 
he  had  and  said,  ''There  is  no  Sim  Walton  on  the  registration  list."  I  told  him  it 
was  on  the  list.  He  said,  "Here  is  an  S.  L.  Walton,  but  it  has  been  voted."  Mr. 
Roulette  said,  "No  he  has  not  voted,  he  has  Just  come;  let  him  vote."  The  jndce 
said  that  in  order  to  vote  I  would  have  to  get  a  certificate  from  the  chairman  of  the 
board  of  registration.  When  he  said  that,  I  left  and  came  on  down  to  the  court- 
house and  had  one  or  two  words  with  Judge  Eve,  who  said,  "  It  is  Sim  Walton,  give 
him  a  certificate."  I  took  the  certificate  up  to  the  Fourth  Ward  precinct,  with  a 
ticket  pinned  to  it.  The  Judge  refused  to  take  it,  and  I  said  to  him,  "Judge,  why 
did  you  send  me  after  it,"  and  raised  some  little  howl  about  it,  and  stood  there  a  few 
minutes.    I  did  not  vote. 

Q.  You  were  not  allowed  to  votef — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Dennis  votef — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Why  did  he  not  vote? — A.  Said  he  had  already  voted,  or  that  his  name  had  been 
voted.     Someone  had  voted  his  name.     He  was  not  allowed  to  vote. 

(Couusel  for  contestee  obJect<s  to  the  evidence,  there  being  nothing  in  the  grounds 
of  the  contest  on  which  to  make  the  evidence  admissible,  and,  so  far  as  the  vote  of 
Dennis  is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  stated  either  in  the  direct  examination  of  either 
party  to  the  contest  in  which  in  any  wav  refers  to  him.) 

Q.  Had  you  registered  as  refpiired  by  law  previous  to  the  election? — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  threatening  letter  about  the  time  of  the  election f 

^Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading.) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  before  the  election.    (The  letter  is  shown.) 

Q.  Through  what  source  did  you  receive  this  letter? — A.  The  mail  carrier  brought 
it  to  me. 

Q.  It  was  about  the  time  of  the  election? — A.  It  was  just  before  the  registration 
list  closed. 

Q.  Had  you  been  campaigning  for  Watson  to  some  extent? — ^A.  Yes, air. 

Q.  About  the  time  that  you  received  the  letter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  been  engaged  in  it  up  to  the  time  of  the  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  previous  to  the  election  that  you  received  this  letter? — A.  Yes^  sir. 

The  letter  was  here  introduced  as  a  part  of  the  record,  and  reads  as  follows : 

"Augusta,  Ga.,  AuguBi  — ,  1895. 
"S.  D.Walton: 

"I  warn  you  to  stay  away  from  the  court-house  watching  or  spotting  the  negroes 
that  are  registering,  and  if  you  don't  you  can  stand  the  consequences,  you  dam  black 
son  of  a  bitch. 

"You  keep  this  to  yourself  or  you  will  catch  hell." 

(Original  letter  marked  £xhibit  G.) 

'  (Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  introduction  of  the  letter  on  the  groonds 
that  it  does  not  appear  from  whom  it  came  or  that  the  contestee's  ^arty  is  responsible 
for  it,  and  further,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  notice  of  congest  mak- 
ing it  admissible,  and  it  not  being  proper  rebuttal  evidence,  but  is  new  matter,  to 
which  the  contestee  has  not  opportunity  to  reply.) 

Q.  While  you  were  employed  on  the  town  council  were  yon  persuaded  with  in 
order  to  get  you  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  ?~  A.  Several  times. 

Q.  Did  you  lose  your  job? — A.  Yes,  sir  |  after  the  election  was  over. 

Q.  What  is  the  true  reason  of  your  losing  your  job? — A.  Well,  it  was  through  or 
grew  out  of  politics. 
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Q.  Did  you  lose  it  on  account  of  being  a  Popalistf — A.  I  believe  so,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  were,  ostensibly,  discharged  on  account  ot  a  row  with  a  coworker,  were 
yon  notf — A.  They  suspended  me  tor  investigation. 

Q.  Was  the  other  man  suspended? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  has  been  reinstated  and  is  ajj^ain  at  work  for  the  city  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  indifferent  about  the  job  returning  to  youf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  saw  any  repeating  or  not,  on  the  day  of  the  election  f — A. 
Well,  sir,  while  I  was  on  the  inside  ot  the  barricades  attempting  to  vote,  and  while 
waiting,  I  noticed  that  there  was  a  gate  next  to  the  engine  nouse  on  the  lower  side, 
that  opened  into  the  barricade,  and  a  policeman  kept  guard  over  it.  This  gate  leads 
into  the  back  of  the  engine  house,  and  I  saw  several  boys  that  I  was  raised  up  with  in 
the  alley  that  goes  from  the  gate  to  the  back  of  the  engine  house.  They  came  out 
of  the  alley  and  came  up  and  voted  and  then  went  back  into  the  alley.  They  came 
out  again  in  a  few  moments  and  voted  again.  Several  that  I  know  did  this,  and  it 
was  kept  up  till  I  got  disgusted  with  the  state  of  affairs. 

Q.  They  repeated  their  votes  more  than  oncef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  their  names? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Give  their  names?  -A.  I  do  not  remember  all  of  the  names,  hnt  one  of  them  I 
watched  very  close  and  I  saw  him  vote  two  times  that  I  can  swear  to  positively. 
His  name  is  Bostlck. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  this  as  being  clearly  new  testimony,  nothing 
having  been  previously  testified  to  regarding  Bostiok,  and  no  opportunity  having 
been  accorded  the  contestee  to  be  heard  in  rebuttal.) 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  any  others?— A.  One  by  the  name  of  Jesse  Davis,  I 
saw  vote  four  or  five  times.  I  also  saw  Sed  Tillman  register  under  two  different 
names,  once  at  the  court-house  and  once  at  the  Fourth  Ward  registration  office. 
Another  is  Wiley  Skimmer,  who  I  know  well,  voted  in  this  election  two  times,  and  I 
saw  him  vote  ten  or  fifteen  times  in  the  election  of  1894. 

(Counsel  for  contestee  moves  to  rule  out  all  of  this  evidence  as  to  the  names,  on 
the  ^ound  that  it  was  new  matter,  that  nothing  in  the  world  has  been  said  in  the 
original  evidence  as  to  the  names  of  these  parties,  and  no  opportunity  being  afforded 
the  contestee  to  rebut  it,  and  also  as  to  the  last  voter,  on  the  ground  that  it  refers 
to  the  election  of  1894,  which  is  irrelevant  to  this  issue.) 

Q.  What  interest  did  the  better  class  of  colored  people  take  in  the  last  election? 
A.  Well,  I  wish  yon  would  put  that  question  in  another  form. 

Q.  What  Interest  did  the  colored  people  take  in  the  election ;  I  mean  the  represent- 
ative and  better  element,  and  especially  those  who  do  not  hold  city  or  political 
Jobs? — A.  Those  that  did  vote,  that  I  know  of,  voted  the  Populist  ticket. 

Q.  Was  there  a  large  number  that  did  not  vote  at  all  in  this  election? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  103  of  them  that  did  not  vote.  They  reported  to  me 
that  they  did  not  vote. 

Q.  Why  did  they  not  vote? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  statement  of  any  reason  why  they  did 
not  vote  as  being  hearsay,  a  statement  of  facts  not  issuable,  irrelevant  to  this  issue, 
and  totally  ina<lmissible  for  any  purpose  whatever.) 

A.  Well,  sir,  somebody  had  voted  their  names. 

(The  counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  this  answer  on  the  ground  that  it  is  new 
matter  and  not  proper  rebutting  evidence.) 

Q.  Someone  had  voted  their  names  before  they  went  to  the  polls? — A.  Yjes,  sir;  or 
while  they  were  there.    They  were  turned  down,  as  their  names  had  been  Voted. 

Q.  Is  it  a  common  practice  or  game  to  have  the  names  of  genuine  voters  voted? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading,  the  witness  not 
having  said  anything  abont  it  being  a  practice  at  this  time.) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  that  contribute  largely  to  swell  the  colored  vote  of  Mfyor  Black? — A.  It  is 
the  only  way,  in  my  opinion,  that  he  got  a  respectable  colored  vote. 

Q.  Are  yon  acquainted  with  the  sentiment  entertained  by  the  colored  Republicans 
in  the  city  of  Augusta? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  In  the  absence  of  a  Kepublican  candidate,  who  are  they  inclined  to  support, 
the  Populists  or  the  Democrats? — A.  Those  that  I  come  in  contact  with  believe  that 
the  Populist  party  is  to  them  to-day  what  the  Republican  party  was  thirty  years  a^o. 

Q.  In  the  absence  of  a  Republican  ticket  they  are  inclined  to  vote  the  Popunst 
ticket? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  parties  register  during  the  progress  of  the  registration  that 
you  knew  to  be  illegally  placed  on  the  books? — A.  I  paid  very  little  attention  to 
that  part;  however,  I  did  see  one  man  register  who  lives  near  me,  and  he  gave  the 
name  of  Henderson.  That  is  not  his  name.  He  first  told  the  registration  clerk  that 
he  lived  at  1400  and  something— I  have  forgotten  the  last  smau  figures — on  South 
Broad  street.  The  clerk  told  him  that  he  did  not  mean  that;  that  there  was  no 
South  Broad,  and  said,  **  You  mean  South  Boundary;''  and  the  fellow  said,  ''Oh,  yes; 
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that  is  it."  The  clerk  asked  him  if  that  was  in  the  city,  and  he  said,  ''Yes,  sir." 
The  clerk  told  him  that  if  he  lived  on  tbat  side  of  the  street  that  he  would  lire  in 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  district,  and  he  again  said,  "Yes,  sir/'  He  asked 
the  man  if  be  did  not  live  in  the  Dick  Timni  row  in  the  city,  and  he  ag^ain  responded, 
''Yes,  sir,''  and  after  hearing  this  statement  and  seeing  him  register,  I  said  to  myself, 
"My  Lord,  things  are  getting  hot  for  me,"  and  I  pullMl  out  and  left.  I  saw  another 
negro  by  tlie  name  of  Ned  Bones,  or  Tillman  as  he  is  sometimes  called,  re^pater  here 
at  the  court-bouse,  and  then  I  also  saw  him  register  in  the  Fourth  Ward.  I  can  not 
remember  tbc  name  that  he  registered  under,  but  it  is  the  second  name  under  that 
of  mine  on  the  book. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  f— A.  He  lives  on  Market  street. 

Q.  And  yon  say  he  registered  under  two  names,  at  two  different  places t — A.  Y^es, 
sir.  The  name  of  tbe  next  man  under  mine  is  ^at  of  a  man  that  I  know  lives  in 
Abbeville  County,  S.  C.  He  did  live  there  at  the  time,  and  when  I  spoke  to  him 
about  it  be  staled  that  he  did  live  there  but  that  he  registered  as  it  was  the  matter 
of  a  (lime  or  20  cents  to  him,  and  he  was  after  the  money.  He  said  he  lived  oat  by 
the  Exposition. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  this  evidence  and  moves  to  rule  it  ont,  on  the 

f  round  that  it  is  all  original  matter,  not  proper  rebuttal  testimony,  and  the  contestee 
as  no  opportunity  for  a  denial  thereto,  and  in  addition  it  is  inadmissible,  as  being 
hearsay.) 

Cross-examination  by  J.  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  working  for  the  city  f— A.  I  do  not  know  how  kmg, 
exactly,  but  about  seven  months. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  supporting  Watson  t— A.  From  the  infancy  of  the  Pop- 
ulist party  in  this  State. 

Q.  You  are  known  as  an  active  supporter  of  Mr.  Watson,  are  yon  not? — A.  I  sup- 
pose so,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  known  to  be  such  when  you  were  first  employed  by  the  city  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Congressional  election  took  place,  whenf — A.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  date, 
but  think  it  was  October  the  2d. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  continue  to  work  for  the  city  after  that  election  f — A.  I  do 
not  know  exactly,  but  about  a  month  and  a  little  longer — a  month  and  a  few  days. 

Q.  Y'^ou  had  a  tight  with  one  of  your  coemployees  on  the  street  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  had  no 
fight. 

Q.  He  had  one  with  youf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  bod  the  fight  in  the  street  f—A.  I  did  not  have  a  fight,  but  was  attacked, 
and  according  to  my  view  of  the  matter  I  was  not  to  blame  for  it. 

Q.  Both  of  you  were  suspended  for  a  while,  were  you  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  suspended  forf — A.  They  said  a  few  days  for  investigation. 

Q.  Was  there  any  investigation f — A.  It  was  promised,  but  never  was  called  up,  to 
my  knowledge.  I  asked  Mr.  Kerr  about  it  and  he  said  he  did  not  know  anything 
about  it.  Th[it  was  what  he  first  said  about  the  matter,  but  when  I  told  him  that 
Mr.  Kennally  said  ho  ha<l  told  him  about  it,  he  said.  '<0h,  yes ''  and  said  <'I  will 
investigate  it  and  let  you  know.''  That  never  occurred;  or  if  it  has,  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Kerr  said,  upon  the  matter,  when  he  was  on  the  stand,  that  he  came  to  a 
conclusion,  after  an  investigation  of  the  matter,  that  you  had  been  the  author  of  the 
quarrel,  and  had  attempt^  to  keep  you  there  after  other  violations  of  the  street 
lorce  regulations,  but  was  not  able  to  keep  you  there  on  account  of  your  quarrelsome 
disposition.  Is  that  a  fact,  or  notf — A.  Well,  I  do  not  remember  one  instance  where 
I  ever  had  any  words,  save  with  this  one  man. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  quarrelsome  manf — A.  The  people  in  my  neighborhood  can 
answer  that  question ;  but  I  know  that  I  have  not  had  a  fight  since  I  was  a  man,  and 
I  know  that  I  try  to  avoid  difficulties  at  all  times. 

Q.  At  any  rate,  you  were  kept  on  the  street  force  for  months,  and  were  dischartred 
ostensibly  for  this  matter  f— -A.  I  do  not  believe  that,  sir.  The  reason  why  I  say  that 
I  do  not  believe  that  I  was  discharged  for  that  is  because  they  do  not  like  any  man 
who  thinks  for  himself  in  political  matters;  but  he  must  be  a  pliant  tool  in  their 
hands,  to  use  for  their  own  political  purposes ;  he  must  be  a  man  that  they  can  dic- 
tate to.  Tbat  is  the  reason  they  have  got  no  use  for  anybody  that  they  can  not  con- 
trol, and  they  have  no  use  for  me.  And  I  will  say  here  that  I  believe  that  this  man 
was  intentionally  put  upon  me,  to  get  after  me  and  cause  some  trouble  with  me  that 
would  furnish  the  excuse  for  my  discharge. 

Q.  You  state  as  a  fact  that  there  was  nothing  indicating  that  there  was  to  be  a 
fight  when  you  went  to  the  polls,  or  to  interrujtt  your  voting  as  you  liked  f — A.  I  do 
not  know,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  before  you  went  down  to  get  a  certificate?— A.  I  suppose  that 
it  was  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  but  this  is  only  what  I  supposed. 
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Q.  After  yon  went  down  and  procured  a  certificate  and  came  back  to  the  Fonrth 
Ward  noils,  was  it  before  you  were  again  refused  the  privilege  of  voting? — A.  I  was 
refusea  the  very  moment  that  I  reached  there  with  the  ceraficate.  I  went  at  once 
to  the  window  with  my  ticket  pinned  to  tbe  certificate. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  when  they  refused  to  allow  von  to  vote  the  second  timef— 
A.  I  tried  to  vote^  anyhow,  and  talked  around  there  for  a  little  while. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  there  after  yon  were  refused  the  right  to  votef — A.  In 
the  excitement,  I  do  not  know  how  long  I  remained  there. 

Q.  How  long  do  you  imagine  that  you  remained  at  the  polls,  and  altogether, 
including  the  time  that  you  were  after  the  certificate? — A.  Well,  sir,  I  suppose  thai 
altogether  that  I  spent  all  of  the  three  hours  at  this  matter.  I  was  allowed  three 
hours  ftom  my  work  to  go  and  vote,  and  I  stayed  all  of  the  time  allowed.  I  spent 
most  of  the  time  in  quarreling  around  after  I  was  refused  the  privilege  of  voting  and 
in  going  to  the  court-house  and  securing  the  certificate  of  my  registration.  I  had 
to  return  to  my  work  in  three  hours.  I  stayed  at  the  polls  all  of  the  time  except 
when  I  went  to  the  court-house  to  get  the  certificate. 

Q.  Yon  stood  around  the  polls  quarreling  for  three  hours? — A.  Oh  no,  sir.  I  did 
not  have  anything  much  to  say  after  they  did  not  treat  me  exactly  right. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  at  the  polls  after  they  refused  to  allow  you  to  vote? — 
A.  When  I  went  to  the  polls,  I  went  to  the  colored  box  and  remained  there  a  whUe, 
then  went  to  the  white  box  and  remained  there  a  while,  then  went  back  to  the  col- 
lored  box  and  stayed  there  a  while.  I  can  not  tell  how  long  a  time  I  spent  in  this 
way.    I  stayed  there  till  I  saw  it  was  of  no  use,  and  I  gave  up  the  ghost  and  left. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  memorandum  of  the  men  that  you  saw  voting  illegally  there 
that  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  made  at  the  time? — A.  Not  at  the  very  moment,  but  made  them  after  I 
went  on  down  Ellis  street  on  my  way  to  work. 

Q.  Did  yon  call  attention  to  the  irregularities  that  you  saw? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  on  the 
outside  to  friends. 

Q.  Who  were  these  fHends? — A.  There  were  several  of  them. 

Q.  Did  yon  speak  to  any  policeman  about  it? — A.  I  did  not;  it  wonld  have  been 
nseless. 

Q.  Did  you  speak  of  it  to  the  managers? — A.  I  did  not. 

•    S.  D,  Walton. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[8BAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  PMio  of  Biohmand  County,  6a, 
D.  SLUSK  Y,  sworn  for  the  contestant : 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  taking  of  the  testimony  of  this  witness 
on  the  ground  that  the  five  days'  notice  has  not  been  given  as  to  the  name  of  the 
witness  to  be  need  in  rebuttal,  as  is  required  by  law.) 

Q.  Mr.  Slusky,  where  do  you  reside? — A.  In  the  city  of  Augusta. 

Q.  Richmond  County? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  city? — A.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 

Q.  What  is  yonr  business? — A.  Tin  roofing,  hardware,  stoves,  mantles,  etc. 

Q.  Where  is  your  establishment? — ^A.  1009  Broad  street. 

Q.  Yon  do  a  good  business? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  have  built  up  quite  a  good  competency  since  you  have  settled  in  Augusta? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  yon  acquainted  with  Mr.  J.  L.  Cartle<lge? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  him  in  my 
employment  for  seven  or  eight  years.  In  the  beginning  I  will  state  that  I  have 
always  found  him  a  straightforward  man  in  every  respect. 

Q.  Did  you  find  him  to  be  a  man  of  integrity  and  honor? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  never 
worked  elsewhere  but  with  me  and  had  a  good  many  friends  and  brought  a  good 
deal  of  trade. 

Q.  I  le  is  a  man  of  honor  and  character  and  int<egrity  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  could  always 
depend  on  what  he  told  me  to  be  so,  and  he  never  told  me  wrong.  He  staved  with 
me  as  long  as  he  wanted  to.  I  never  discharged  him.  He  thought  he  could  better 
himaelf  in  the  newspaper,  and  that  is  the  only  reason  that  he  left  my  employment. 

Q.  He  oould  return  to  you? — A.  Yes,  sir;  if  I  have  an  opening  for  him.  He  is  a 
good,  honest,  steady  boy. 

Q.  He  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  character  by  those  who  know  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Liked  by  those  that  seemed  to  know  him? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  used  to  get  a  good 
deal  of  trade  from  the  people  who  knew  him  as  a  boy  and  those  who  went  to  school 
with  him. 

David  Slusky. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  Public  of  Bichmond  County,  Ga, 
14441  w  &  B 54 
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8.  T.  POTTS,  sworn  for  the  contestant: 

Direct  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  Where  do  you  livef 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  taking  of  the  testimony  of  this  witness 
on  the  ground  that  the  five  days'  notice  has  not  been  given  as  to  the  names  of  tlie 
witnesses  to  be  need  in  rebattal,  as  is  required  by  law.) 

A.  Auffusta,  Kichiiiond  County,  Ga. 

Q.  Did  you  have  occasion  to  be  present  at  the  court-house  in  BichmcMid  County 
while  the  registration  of  voters  was  going  onf—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Potts,  Judge  Eve  testified  that  everything  was  fair  in  the  rei^istraiion 
office,  so  far  as  he  could  see. — ^A.  Well,  sir,  Judge  Eve  is  correct.  I  was  atriick  witili 
the  absence  of  the  heelers  while  the  Judge  was  there  and  every  time  that  he  was 
present. 

Q.  When  Judge  Eve  was  present  the  heeling  did  not  go  onf — A.  No,  sir;  he  would 
Siardly  ever  stay  more  than  a  very  few  moments ;  would  pass  a  few  pleasant  words 
with  several  of  those  present  and  leave. 

Q.  Then  the  presence  of  Judge  Eve  in  the  office  was  a  restraint  to  the  workers  f — 
A.  That  is  my  impression,  but  I  do  not  kuow  that  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  see  money  pass  in  the  office  of  the  registration  officer  f — A.  A  few  times 
I  distinctly  saw  it  passed. 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  moves  to  rule  this  out,  as  it  is  clearly  new  mBtter,  and 
not  in  rebuttal  of  anything  brought  out  by  the  contestee.) 

Q.  To  whom  was  the  money  paidf — ^A.  I  did  not  say  that  I  saw  it  paid,  but  that  I 
saw  it  passed. 

(^.  Who  was  it  passed  tof — A.  It  was  passed  to  colored  people. 

Q.  Mad  these  colored  people  just  registered f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  was  passed  to 
them  as  they  turned  away  from  the  refj^ister. 

Q.  Who  was  it  passed  by ;  who  gave  it  to  the  colored  people  f — A.  Mr.  Zack  Keener. 
I  think  that  is  his  name.    That  is  my  best  information. 

Q.  Who  is  Zack  Keener;  is  he  not  the  brother  of  W.  E.  Keener,  the  clerk  of  the 
court  of  Richmond  County? — A.  I  think  he  is. 

Q.  Mr.  Potts,  Mr.  Stee«l  and  Mr.  Beard  en  in  their  direct  testimony  stated  that 
something  like  1,500  people  who  wished  to  register  were  turned  down  by  the  officer 
in  charge  of  the  office.  What  do  you  think  about  that  estimate? — ^A.  1  think  that 
the  figures  are  too  large,  entirely  so. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  this,  were  a  >;reat  many  who  attempted  to  ^et  on  the  list,  and 
were  turned  down  the  first  time,  finally  successlul  in  getting  their  names  placed  on 
the  list  of  voters  f — A.  Ye>4.  sir;  I  noticed  this,  that  when  a  man  was  turned  down 
thev  would  ^et  on  the  li^t  later,  and  in  my  observation  as  many  times  as  they 
desired.  This  is  no  question  of  presumption  with  me,  but  seemed  so  from  my 
observations.  It  was  my  impressiom,  from  what  I  saw,  that  with  the  able  assist- 
ance of  the  heelers,  they  always  did  succeed  in  getting  on  the  registration  list.  I 
also  noticed  that  when  Mr.  Bohler  had  turned  them  down  the  first  time  they  would 
not  go  to  him,  but  to  one  of  the  clerks,  or  when  the  clerk  was  the  one  that  turned 
them  down  originally  they  would  go  to  some  other  one  of  the  clerks.  In  this  way 
they  would  succeed  in  getting  on  tue  list. 

Q.  In  registering,  did  the  negroes  come  alone,  or  were  they  accompanied  by  some- 
one?— A.  A  few  came  alone,  but  this  was  very  seldom  the  case. 

Q.  Who  accompanied  them  into  the  office  to  register? — A.  The  heelera,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  yon  mean  by  the  term  heeler? — A.  I  mean  the  parties  who  seemed  to 
be  assisting  them  in  registering,  and,  in  some  instances,  paying  their  taxes.  I  do  not 
know  their  intention  or  motives,  but  they  assisted  them  in  that  way. 

Q.  It  has  been  testified  by  witnesses  for  the  contestee  that  yon  and  Mr.  Dicks 
signed  some  sort  of  a  paper  for  Mr.  Bohler ;  will  you  state  what  was  the  character  of 
that  paper? — ^A.  Well,  sir,  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  personal  paper  and  nothing  else.  It 
exonerated  him  and  his  officers  from  intentional  and  known  wrong.  I  remember  that 
Mr.  Dicks  and  myself  thonght  it  no  more  than  right  to  sign  the  paper  in  jnstioe  to 
Mr.  Bohler,  as  we  saw  that  ue  was  doing  the  best  ne  could  under  the  circumstances 
surrounding  the  office.  The  officers  were  all  verv  busy  all  of  the  time,  and  it  was 
my  impression  that  they  did  as  well  as  they  could  in  the  hurry  and  attending  cir- 
cumstances. 

Q.  Your  impression  was  that  the  illegalities  were  being  perpetrated  by  the  people 
who  were  registering  and  by  the  heelers  that  brought  them  in,  more  than  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  registration  officers? — A.  That  was  my  impreeaion  of  the 
matter,  altogether,  sir.  I  will  state  this  fact,  I  was  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
it  would  have  bothered  anyone  to  have  did  any  better  than  Mr.  Bohler  did,  onder 
the  circumstances. 

Q.  It  was  the  press  of  people  trying  to  register? — ^A.  That  is  the  way  that  I  looked 
At  it,  sir. 
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Q.  Were  .you  present  daring  the  Hitting  of  the  board  of  registration  here  at  the 
conrt-honsef — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  a  portion  of  the  time. 

Q.  Was  it  a  fair  and  impartial  investigation  that  they  made,  or  did  it  seem  that 
there  was  an  effort  to  keep  the  list  as  fnllas  possible? — A.  I  thought  that  it  savored 
of  partisanship  too  mucu  for  a  fair  and  impartial  examination.  That  is  what  I 
thought  of  the  eznminations  at  which  I  was  present. 

Q.  It  has  been  ponied  by  the  witnesses  for  the  oontestee  that  there  was  excessive 
levity  in  the  proceedings.  What  do  ^ou  say  about  that  f — A.  There  was  considerable 
levity  in  the  proceedings,  and  I  noticed  that  it  was  principally  indulged  in  during 
the  examination  of  those  who  had  investigated  lists  of  names,  and  I  thought  that 
there  was  more  than  is  commensurate  with  the  dignity  of  the  court.  I  am  not 
excessively  critical  on  this  point,  for  1  am  fond  of  it  myself. 

Q.  It  seemed  out  of  order  in  the  conduct  of  a  court  f — A.  I  thought  so  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  the  21-year-old  negroes  respond  to  the  summons  by  themselves  f — ^A.  I  do 
not  think  any  of  them  did.. 

Q.  Were  they  accompanied  before  the  board  by  white  menf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  brought  in  by  those  that  you  term  heelers,  who  registered  them 
before  Bohler,  and  were  these  heelers  present  at  the  examination  to  see  that  they 
went  on  the  list,  and  when  they  were  brought  before  the  board,  as  a  rule,  were  they 
assisted  in  getting  transferred  from  the  voters'  book  to  the  registration  list  by  these 
menf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  impression  that  I  received.  The  same  heelers  were 
there,  1  know. 

Q.  Apparently  assisting  them  to  be  transferred  from  the  voters'  l>ook  to  the  reg- 
istration listf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  my  impression. 

Q.  Is  this  your  conclusions  from  your  actual  observations f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  are 
the  impressions  made  on  me  by  what  I  saw. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  they  gave  anything  like  a  fair  and  impartial  investigation  to 
the  21-year-old  negroes? — A.  I  did  not  think  so. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  it  is  possible  to  fairly  investigate  five  or  six  hundred  names  in 
one  day  f — A.  Yon  are  referring  to  the  last  day? 

Q.  Yes,  sir ;  to  the  last  day  ? — A.  They  passed  on  a  great  many  the  last  day.  A 
very  large  number  were  placed  on  the  voters'  list. 

Q.  Did  they  swear  four  and  five  at  the  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  did  not  give  time  to  closely  examine  the  parties? — A.  No,  sir;  the  ques- 
tions were  squarely  to  the  point,  as  to  where  they  lived,  what  was  xheir  age,  and 
what  was  their  name,  and  when  they  answered  they  were  told  to  go.  They  were 
examined  one  after  the  other  in  this  manner. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  the  board  of  registration  examined  Mr.  Geo.  S.  Mur- 
phy?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  reference  to  certain  suspected  parties? — A.  Yos,  sir:  T  was  present  then. 

Q.  Mr.  Murphy  charges  that  the  suspected  parties  were  asked  leading  questions  by 
the  chairman  of  the  board,  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  the  chairman,  denies  it.  Mr.  Murphy 
alleges  that  the  questions  that  were  proponndutl  were  as  follows:  Say  the  suspected 
party  is  named  John  Smith,  Mr.  Sullivan  would  say,  **  Is  your  name  .John  Smith,  do 
you  live  at  1220  Green  street,  are  yon  21  years  old,  have  yon  paid  all  taxes  to  date?" 
and  that  upon  the  suspected  party  answering  in  the  affirmative,  the  party  was  reg- 
istered. State  whether  or  not  it  is  true  as  Mr.  Murphy  stated  it? — A.  Yea,  sir;  I 
think  that  is  about  the  questions  that  were  propounded  by  Mr.  Sullivan. 

Q.  Is  that  the  way  that  you  nnderstood  the  questions? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  questions 
were  usually  few  and  right  to  the  point,  getting  through  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Q.  Were  the  questions  snch  as  to  indicate  the  answer  desired  from  the  suspected 
party? 

(Counsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  questions  as  being  even  more  leading  than 
the  questions  inquired  about,  and  objects  to  the  question  and  answer  on  the  ground 
that  the  Questions  are  leading.) 

A.  Well,  sir,  Mr.  Murphy  was  correct  in  what  ho  stated  about  the  questions.  That 
is  my  impression. 

Q.  Yon  were  there  at  the  time  that  it  occurred? — ^A   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  heard  the  examination  and  what  passed? — A.  I  heard  it  all,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  claimed  by  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Dr.  Mclnnis  that  Mr.  Murphy  withdrew  his 
list  of  suspects,  and  this  is  denied  by  Mr.  Murphy;  what  do  yon  snow  about  it? — 
A.  I  was  looking  at  Mr.  Murphy  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Sullivan  asked  him  if  he 
desired  to  withdraw  his  list,  and  Mr.  Murphy  shook  his  head  and  said^  in  effeot,  that 
his  list  was  before  them,  and  that  they  could  make  whatever  disposition  of  it  that 
they  liked,  or  words  to  the  same  effect.  I  think  that  I  have  quoted  him  right.  I 
was  looking  at  him  at  the  time,  as  I  was  interested,  and  Mr.  Murphy  seemed  as  if 
something  was  the  matter  with  him.  I  noticed  that  he  became  very  quiet  and  did 
not  seem  to  care  to  talk.    This  made  me  notice  him  particularly. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Murphy  impress  you  as  a  man  who  had  come  to  the  conoluBion  that  his 
efforts  would  not  have  anything  like  a  fair  showing  t 
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(Connsel  for  the  contestee  object  to  the  question  as  leading. ) 

A.  That  was  my  way  of  taking  his  actiuus.  I  thought  that  Bomething  was  the 
matter  with  him,  and  it  made  me  take  very  particular  notice  of  him.  He  oertainly 
looked  down  in  the  month. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  H.  Myers  testified  that  yon  made  the  statement  to  him  that  the  election 
was  fair  in  the  Third  Ward;  is  this  trnef — A.  At  the  Third  Ward,  after  the  polls 
closed,  I  was  invited  on  the  inside  to  see  the  counting  of  the  votes,  and  after  it  was 
completed  I  had  more  or  less  to  say,  and  do  not  remember  all  of  the  conTersation 
that  we  had  at  the  time.  I  may  have  said  something  of  purport  in  reference  to  the 
counting  of  the  votes,  but  I  certainly  did  not  say  anything  that  would  comprehend 
any  lAore  than  the  count  of  the  vote,  and  the  poll  at  the  white  box,  in  all  protebility. 
During  the  whole  of  the  day  I  did  not  ffo  to  the  colored  window,  because  I  am  per- 
fectly familiar  with  the  methods  usually  and,  I  might  say,  almost  invariably  par- 
sued,  and  therefore  had  no  curiosity  to  gratify  in  this  respect.  I  was  only  at  the 
polls  at  the  request  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Cartleilge,  to  give  out  tickets  to  those  who  might  wish 
them,  and  originallv  had  no  intention  of  being  there  only  long  enough  to  vote.  In 
fact  I  had  mfule  other  arrangements  for  the  day,  and  went  to  the  polls  with  the 
intention  of  casting  my  vote  and  then  attend  to  this  busines<«.  Bein^^  nrged  to 
remain  during  the  day,  I  did  so,  but  at  the  white  box,  and  for  that  reason  I  coald 
not  have  made  a  statement  as  to  the  fairness  or  unfairness  of  the  election.  I  did  not 
yislt  the  negro  box  during  the  day. 

Q.  Then  your  statement  did  not  cover  anything  but  the  count  and  the  election  at 
the  white  boxf~A.  It  could  not  have  covered  anything  further,  sir,  as  I  knew 
nothing  about  the  conduction  of  the  colored  box. 

Q.  Ton  had  no  knowledge  of  the  colored  box  whatever  f—- A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Mr.  J.  L.  Cartledgef — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  known  him  for  two  or 
three  years  f 

Q.  Is  he  a  man  of  intelligence,  character,  and  integrity? — A.  I  have  always  so 
regarded  himf 

Q.  Is  he  regarded  by  other  people,  f^om  whom  you  have  heard  an  expression,  in  the 
same  wayf — A.  Yes,  sir,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  n^oes. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  if  you  had  occasion  to  investigate  some  four  or  five  hundred 
names  believed  to  be  illegally  registered  during  the  time  of  the  registration  f— A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  About  how  many  names  did  you  find  illegally  registered  f — A.  I  do  not  know 
exactly,  but  I  saw  them  counted  nn,  and  I  heard  it  state«l  that  the  number  was  quite 
considerable,  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  1,400  or  1,500. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  suspects  on  your  list. — A.  Oh,  on  my  list.  I  made  the 
investigation  since  the  election.  I  have  personally  examined  about  300  of  the  namee 
on  the  registration  list. 

Q.  About  what  proportion  did  you  find  illegally  registered  f— A.  I  found  about  375 
illegally  registered  out  of  this  number. 

(Connsel  for  ^e  contestee  moves  to  rule  this  testimony  ont,  on  the  ground  that  it 
is  new  matter,  not  proper  for  rebutting  testimony,  unknown,  and  put  in  a  ahaps 
that  throws  no  light  on  this  issue,  and  without  the  facts  on  which  the  opinions  are 
based.) 

Q.  Did  yon  find  any  of  the  suspected  parties  registered  in  the  cemetery  T 

f Connsel  for  the  contestee  objects  to  the  question  as  leading.) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  parkf — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  say  that  I  found  some  registered  in  both 
the  colored  and  the  white  cemetery,  and  found  some  registered  at  numbers  that 
would  fall  in  the  river.  These  numbers  were  on  Bay.  There  are  no  odd  numbers  on 
the  street,  there  being  only  one  side  of  the  street  inhabited,  and  the  other  side 
is  the  river.  Some  were  registered  from  these  impossible  numbers,  others  were 
registered  at  the  intersection  of  Twigg  and  Jackson  streets,  where  there  are  no 
residences,  and  numbers  on  Twigg  street  are  common  where  theie  are  no  such 
numbers.  The  street  begins  at  the  700  block,  and  there  are  no  smaller  numben 
on  the  street;  and  yet  a  good  many  are  registered  at  these  impossible  numbers, 
such  as  less  than  100  j  and  in  tiie  100,  and  200,  and  300,  the  numbers  do  not  exist  at 
all.  There  is  also  a  trtan^lar  vacant  space  on  the  street,  and  some  of  the  numbers 
given  as  the  places  of  residence  fisU  in  tnis.  There  are  no  houses  on  it.  I  have  seen 
statements  that  I  have  said  so  and  so,  by  different  witnesses,  whUe  I  was  here  at  the 
court-house;  and,  while  I  may  have  said  something  to  them,  none  of  my  sayings 
were  ever  elastic  enough  to  cover  the  statement  that  I  said  that  the  election,  or  regis- 
tration, was  fair,  and  was  not  intended  for  anything  of  the  sort  at  the  time. 

Cross-examination  by  Jossph  R.  Lamar,  Esq. : 

Q.  Doctor,  you  were  in  the  registration  office  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  During  the  last  month  or  fifty  days  preceding  the  election  you  were  there  all 
the  time  f— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  how  long  before  the  election  it  was  that  I 
was  detailed  to  go  to  the  registration  office,  but  i  was  there  some  little  time. 
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S.  YonBtayed  there  all  dayf — ^A.  Yes,  Bir;  except  at  dinner  time,  when  Mr.  DickB 
myBelf  relieved  each  other. 

Q.  Yon  had  the  same  fall  opportunity  that  the  registration  officers  hadf — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  object  to  these  illegal  registrations  f — A.  At  first  1  undertook  to  object, 
but  it  seemed  to  anger  Mr.  Stone,  and  he  started  to  say  something,  and  that  of  course 
would  have  called  forth  a  reply  from  me,  and  Mr.  Bohler  stopped  me  and  said  he 
would  prefer  that  we  would  attend  to  our  respective  duties  in  silence,  so  as  to  avoid 
trouble,  and  said  that  he  did  not  have  the  time  or  opportunity  to  hear  objections  or 
other  matter  in  the  office,  and  said  we  could  go  before  the  board  of  registration  and 
settle  all  disagreements.  After  that  I  had  nothing  else  to  say  during  my  stay  in  the 
office. 

Q.  Mr.  Potts,  Mr.  Dicks  suid  that  when  he  saw  a  person  that  he  was  confident  was 
registering  illegally  he  would  make  an  objection  to  his  registering,  and  that  Mr. 
Bohler  would  sometimes  act  on  the  statement  temporarily,  and  refuse  to  allow  them 
to  register  until  he  had  additional  information. — A.  That  might  be  possibly  so,  but 
I  do  not  know,  sir.  Mr.  Dicks  was  not  present  when  Mr.  Bohler  tola  Mr.  Stone  and 
myself  that  he  would  rather  that  we  would  not  say  anything. 

Q.  Speaking  of  heelers,  by  heelers  you  mean  men  that  did  that  kind  of  workf — A. 
Yes,  sir;  that  is  a  term  that  has  been  applied  to  them. 

Q.  There  were  persons  bringing  voters  and  registering  them  for  Watsouf — A.  Not 
that  I  know  of. 

Q.  We  have  had  testimony  here  of  that  fact. — A.  I  did  not  see  it,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  say  that  the  registering  officer  did  the  best  he  could  under  the  circum- 
stances?— A.  Yes,  sir.  lliat  is  my  impression,  and  that  is  why  I  signed  the  paper,  by 
his  own  request,  and  I  understood  that  he  was  going  to  have  it  published.  I  was 
snprised  when  he  did  not  have  it  published,  as  I  understood  that  he  was.  I  supposed 
from  what  was  said  that  he  thought  the  publications  in  the  Tribune  were  bringing 
disrepute  against  his  office  and  that  he  desired  to  correct  that  impression.  He  asked 
me  if  I  thought  he  had  acted  unfairly  toward  us  in  the  office,  and  I  told  him  that  I 
thought  he  had  done  as  well  as  anybody  could  have  under  the  circumstances. 

Q.  Yon  state  that  when  a  suspect  came  in  before  the  board  that  he  was  asked  his 
name,  where  he  lived,  how  old  he  was,  and  whether  he  had  paid  all  taxes;  that  the 
questions  were  short,  and  that  the  matter  was  disposed  of  rapidly  f — A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  When  a  negro  came,  did  yon  or  any  of  the  others  objecting  to  his  registration 
offer  any  other  evidence  to  show  that  he  was  diaanalifiedf — A.  There  was  nothing 
further  than  the  charges  indicated  on  the  lists.  Tne  parties  who  had  examined  the 
list  were  put  on  the  stand,  and  they  stated  the  same  thing  that  their  examination 
showed. 

Q.  Who  do  you  meant — ^A.  Mr.  Sullivan  would  say  to  the  witness,  "You  took  this 
Ust." 

Q.  Suppose  it  was  Mr.  Murphy t — A.  He  would  say^  ''You  examined  this  listf" 
He  replied,  "Yes,  sir;  I  examined  that  list."  Mr.  Sullivan  would  then  call  a  name 
and  ask  him  what  he  had  to  say  about  that  name,  and  he  would  tell  him  what  he 
found  on  examination.    That  was  about  the  style  of  the  investigation. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  it  would  generally  turn  out  that  the  witness  who  had 
examined  the  list  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  matter? — A.  He  had  nothing  but 
the  examination  that  he  had  made.    I  do  not  know  what  all  of  the  lists  comprehended. 

Q.  The  line  of  attack  on  the  names  was  to  prove  that  such  men  did  hot  exist? — 
A.  That  seemed  to  be  the  effort. 

Q.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  when  the  voter  was  produced  and  testified  that  he 
lived  at  the  nnmber  given,  and  was  of  the  proper  age,  and  had  paid  all  taxes,  was 
any  evidence  introduced  to  show  that  what  the  voter  said  was  false? — A.  I  do  not 
know  a  particular  case  where  more  than  the  oiiginal  evidence  was  introduced  except 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Murphy. 

Q.  How  many  of  Mr.  Murphy's  did  they  investigate? — A.  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  Mr.  Murphy  said  he  did  not  specially  testify  in  the  examination  to  but  about 
three  names  on  the  list? — A.  He  is  probably  correct. 

Q.  He  had  quite  a  long  list,  as  I  understand  it,  and  attempted  to  prove  that  the 
first  three  names  were  disqualified,  and  he  failed,  did  he  not? — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Were  the  negroes  present? — A.  One  of  them  was  present,  and  Mr.  Murphy  ques- 
tioned him  as  to  where  he  lived,  and  he  did  not  know  where  Horseshoe  alley  was, 
his  alleged  residence. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  after  the  first  three  names  had  been  examined  that  Mr. 
Murphy  got  very  quiet? — A.  1  know  that  he  got  very  quiet,  and  I  know  that  it  was 
just  aft«r  the  Horseshoe  alley  party  was  examined  and  showed  by  his  statements 
that  he  did  not  know  where  the  alley  was. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Sullivan  say  to  Mr*  Mnrphy  that  the  law  presumed  that  those  who 
were  registered  were  legal  voters,  and  that  they  must  have  positive  evidence  to  dis- 
qualify them,  and  that  it  would  have  to  be  produced,  and  asked  him  whether  he 
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knew  personally  that  the  voter  was  not  what  he  claimed  to  be,  and  Mr.  Mnrphy  said 
that  he  knew  nothing  bnt  what  was  on  the  report,  and  Mr.  Sullivan  told  him  that 
that  was  not  legal  or  safflcieut  authority  for  them  to  strike  the  name,  or  something 
like  that  in  substance f — A.  I  do  not  remember;  Mr.  Sullivan  said  somethine;  he 
might  have  said  more ;  I  do  know  that  something  was  said  on  that  line  by  Mr.  Sullivan. 

Q.  Aft<er  the  conversation  hetween  Mr.  Murphy  and  Mr.^  Sullivan,  Mr.  Mnrphy  did 
not  offer  further  testimony  did  hef — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  shortly  after  left  the  roomf — A.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Sullivan  asked  if  be  desired 
to  withdraw  the  list,  and  Mr.  Murphy  said  that  they  could  make  whatever  disposi- 
tion of  it  that  they  desired,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Q.  Mr.  Murphy  said  that  he  shook  his  head,  and  admitted  that  the  registrars  might 
have  thought  that  he  meant  to  withdraw  the  list  f  -  A.  That  possibly  might  be.  He 
was  refemug  to  the  paper  that  Mr.  Sullivan  had  before  him,  and  said  be  could  make 
what  disposition  of  it  that  he  thought  best. 

Q.  The  paper  was  no  evidence  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  Know  whether  or  not  any  further  evidence  was  offered  by  Mr.  Murphy  f — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  in  substance  what  occurred  with  all  f — A.  I  do  not  know  that  they 
cajoled  them.  Referring  to  this,  I  will  say  I  was  impressed  with  the  mode  of  exam- 
ining the  gentlemen  who  were  present,  and  who  had  investigated  lists.  They  would 
he  asked  if  they  knew  these  things  of  their  own  personal  knowledge,  and  they  would 
say,  No,  sir.  They  would  then  be  asked  who  gave  them  the  list,  and  they  would  tell 
them.  They  would  then  show  him  that  some  name  that  he  had  was  not  on  the  regis- 
tration list,  and  would  then  say,  "  Don't  yon  see  that  the  party  who  gave  you  this 
list  was  Just  imposing  on  yon,  and  had  you  hunting  up  people  who  do  not  exist,  that 
it  would  have  been  impossible  for  you  to  have  foiiud,  and  so  on  in  the  same  style, 
trying  to  shame  them.  In  fact,  this  did  cause  two  or  three  of  the  gentlemen  to 
withdraw  their  lists,  but  not  more  than  two  or  three  of  them. 

Q.  The  main  trouble  was  that  they  could  not  find  any  such  nnmber?  -A.  Yes,  sir; 
and  there  were  others. 

Q.  On  the  subject  of  numhers,  you  know  the  illiterate  character  of  darkies f — ^A. 
I  am  familiar  with  the  fact  to  some  extent,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  city*  numbers  on  the  streets  are  incorrect,  and  that  it  is 
quite  possible  that  an  honest  mistake  could  have  occurred  f — A.  I  think  it  could  be 
so.  but  I  do  not  know  it  to  such  an  extent  as  to  admit  it  in  this  instance.  The  mis- 
takes would  be  tlie  rule  and  not  the  exception. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  wrong  at  the  Third  Ward  polls? — A.  I  did  not  try  to  see 
anything  at  the  polls. 

Q.  If  you  had  seen  anything  wrong,  you  certainly  would  not  have  admitted  that 
the  election  was  fair,  by  mistake? — A.  They  might  have  mistook  what  I  said,  but 
what  I  said  regarding  tlie  election  I  did  not  mean  to  apt  ly  to  more  than  the  count 
and  to  the  white  box,  at  which  I  was  present  during  the  day.  I  could  not  have  said 
anything  about  the  fairness  or  unfairness  of  the  colored  box. 

Q.  Did  you  not  offer  to  write  a  card  for  Mr.  Myers,  or  to  sign  one,  vindicating  the 
the  managers  at  the  Third  Ward,  but  advised  him  that  it  would  be  better  not  to 
publish  anything,  that  you  thought  it  would  be  impolitic  or  unwise? — A.  No,  sir. 
There  was  somtithing  published  in  th**  Daily  Tribune  that  Mr.  Myers  objected  to, 
but  it  has  passed  from  my  memory  what  it  was,  but  iu  refering  to  this,  he  asked 
me  to  Hee  my  son,  and  I  agreed  to  do  so.  I  did  tell  him  that  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  case,  and  would  correct  the  statement  for  him.  I  had  a  talk  with  my  son^ 
and  we  went  over  the  statement  and  found  tliat  it  would  not  alter  the  matter,  and 
that  it  would  only  be  a  ctise  of  different  verbiage  that  would  possibly  make  it  worse, 
and  decided  that  it  would  not  make  it  any  better  if  he  published  a  statement,  and 
that  it  could  not  be  made  any  better.  I  explained  it  to  Mr.  Myers  and  he  was  satis- 
fied with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  mean  to  create  the  impression,  in  your  statement,  that  so  far  as 
you  were  concerned,  that  you  saw  nothing  improper  at  the  election  in  the  Third 
Ward? — A.  What  I  said  had  reference  to  the  counting  of  the  ballots.  I  conid  not 
have  said  anything  at  all  about  the  voting  at  the  colored  box.  I  will  say  this.  Mr. 
Lamar,  I  did  see  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  same  crowd  passing  back  and  forth 
by  the  white  window  and  going  to  the  cohired  box,  or  window,  just  around  the  cor- 
ner from  the  white  box,  as  is  usual  in  elections.  They  were  coming  back  and  forth 
from  the  gate  that  is  located  at  the  east  side  of  the  engine  houne.  some  10  or  12  feet 
from  where  I  was  standing.  This  seemed  to  be  the  place  at  which  the  negroes  con- 
gregated, a  sort  of  rendezvous,  and  it  attracted  my  attention  several  times  dnring 
the  day,  but  I  did  not  pay  any  particular  attention  to  it,  or  make  an^  mental  record 
of  what  they  were  doing.  I  have  been  at  this  ward  in  several  elections,  and  know 
all  about  the  methods  pursued,  and  had  no  curiosity  to  8ee  any  further. 

Q.  Did  you  not  create  the  impression  upon  the  minds  of  those  that  you  talked  with 
after  the  election  that  it  was  a  properly  conducted  election  in  this  ward  ? — A.  As  far  as 
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my  oonTeraatiou  at  the  polls  that  day,  I  will  say  that  I  was  asked  about  the  count  and 
I  said  that  so  far  as  I  could  see  that  the  count  was  fair  enough,  or  somethiufiC  of  the- 
same  import.  I  do  not  remember  all  of  the  conversations  that  we  had  there,  and  only 
remember  that  we  were  friendly  and  gassed  each  other  during  the  day,  but  I  have. 
no  reoollection  that  I  characterized  the  election  as  a  fair  one.  I  did  say  that  the 
count  was  fair,  so  far  as  I  could  see. 

Q.  If  you  had  seen  any  violations  of  the  law  yon  would  have  remembered  itt — 
A.  If  there  had  been  anything  out  of  the  general  run,  I  would  have,  but  the  matter 
of  repeating  and  the  like  ot  that  is  so  generally  understood  to  be  the  case  that  I 
would  have  hardly  referred  to  it,  or  taken  any  note  of  if.  We  know  tbtit  the  repeat- 
ing goes  on,  and  is  notorious  property  of  the  public,  and  I  hardly  ever  allude  to  it 
specially. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  make  any  objections  there  that  davY — ^A.  I  did  not  need  to. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  repeating  that  dayf — A.  I  did  not  try  to  see  it.  No,  sir;  I 
attended  entirely  to  the  white  window,  and  I  did  not  go  to  the  colored  window  dur- 
ing the  day. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  intimidation f — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  about  the  only  Populist  thai 
did  stay  there^  and  only  saw  a  few  oome  up  and  vote,  and  then  turn  and  go  awny. 

Redirect  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  You  say  that  repeating  is  very  common  in  Augusta  elections f — A.  Well,  yes,  sir; 
it  is 'known  as  being  always  a  common  practice. 

Rebuttal  examination  by  Joseph  R.  Lamar,  Ksq.: 

Q.  Yon  saw  nothinij^  on  the  day  of  election f — A.  Ob,  no,  sir;  I  have  become  tired 
of  such  things  and  did  not  want  to  see  it.  Referring  to  the  board  of  registration, 
I  will  say  this,  that  I  was  impressed  with  the  seeming  certainty  of  their  aetermina- 
tion  to  strike  from  the  list  of  voters  all  the  people  who  were  charged  with  being  in 
arrears  for  taxes,  and  the  seeming  uncertainty  of  the  striking  of  any  who  might  be 
otherwise  charged.    That  was  the  impression  that  I  received  from  their  actions. 

Q.  Do  von  not  know,  ae  a  matter  of  fact,  that  a  simple  mistake  in  giving  in  an 
address  does  not  disqualify  a  voter,  provided  he  lives  in  the  county  in  wnich  he 
registered f — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  so  or  not,  but  I  did  understand  to  the 
reverse — that  it  did  matter. 

Q.  Doctor,  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Georgia  says  that  a  man  must  live  in 
the  county  in  which  he  registers,  and  not  in  auy  particular  houRCf  and  a  mistake  on 
the  part  of  a  man  as  to  the  place  of  his  residence,  or  even  as  to  the  number  of  the 
district  in  which  he  lives,  would  not  disqualify  him  as  a  voter,  for  it  is  not  the  require- 
ment, it  only  being  necessary  that  ho  lives  in  the  county  and  has  paid  all  taxes f — A. 
That  may  be. 

Re-rebuttal  examination  by  B.  M.  Gross,  Esq. : 

Q.  As  yon  understood  the  registration  law,  a  voter  could  not  vote  in  any  but  the 
ward  or  district  in  which  he  lived! — A.  Yes,  sir.  1  wish  to  say  that  I  was  treated 
very  nicely  by  the  officers  in  the  registration  office  and  given  free  access  to  the  books 
to  verify  any  information  till  the  business  of  the  office  got  so  active  that  it  would 
have  been  an  interference  to  do  it,  and  I  stopped  it. 

8.  T.  Potts. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[seal.]  Sam  T.  Potts,  Jr., 

Notary  PuhliCy  Richmovd  County,  Ga. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  examination  of  this  witness  the  counsel  for  the  contest- 
ant announced  that  the  taking  of  testimony  in  the  contest  case  of  Watson  r.  Black 
was  finally  closed. 

State  of  Georgia,  Riohmond  County: 

In  the  matter  of  contest  of  Thomas  £.  Watson  v.  James  C.  C.  Black,  for  Represent- 
ative in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  from  the  Tenth 
Congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

I,  Samuel  T.  Potts,  jr.,  a  duly  commissioned  notary  public  of  said  Richmond 
County,  Ga.,  selected  by  the  contestant  as  the  officer  before  whom  the  evidence  for 
contestant  should  be  taken,  in  the  county  of  Riclimond,  GUi.,  do  hereby  certify'  that 
the  evidence  hereto  set  out  is  correct,  and  that  the  witnesses  testifieJ  as  there  set 
forth,  and  that  the  documental  evidence  thereto  attached  were  introduced  in  evi- 
dence. 

I  certify  that  I  appointed  the  11th  day  of  December,  1895,  for  the  taking  of  evi- 
dence, and  that  on  that  day  Rev.  William  Dunbar  and  W.  K.  Nelson  appeared  and 
were  swoni  for  the  contestant  as  before  set  forth,  and  that  the  hearing  was  then  con- 
tinued until  the  12th  day  of  December,  1895;  and  that  on  that  day  W.  K.  Nelson, 


856  WATSON   vs.    BLACK. 

O.  p.  QaizeDby,  and  Peter  Kalbfleish  appeared  and  were  sworn  for  the  contestant, 
as  before  set  forth,  and  that  the  hearing  was  then  continaed  nutil  the  13th  day  of 
December.  1895 ;  and  that  on  that  day  William  Hopkinson,  Samuel  J.  Cobb,  and  Dr. 
J.  R.  Littleton  appeared  and  were  sworn  for  the  contestant,  as  before  set  forth,  and 
that  the  hearing  was  then  continued  until  the  16th  day  of  December,  1895;  and  that 
on  that  da^  W.  H.  Nelson  and  £.  J.  Dunn  appeared  and  were  sworn  for  the  contest- 
ant, as  before  set  forth,  and  that  the  hearing  was  then  continued  until  the  18th  day 
of  December,  1895;  and  that  on  that  day  W.  B.  Stradlev  and  S.  C.  Read,  jr.,  were 
sworn  for  the  contestant,  as  before  set  forth,  and  that  the  hearing  was  then  continued 
until  the  19th  day  of  December,  1K95 ;  and  that  on  that  day  Rev.  N.  G.  Jacks,  George 
S.  Murphy,  C.  W.  Hroxton,  and  J.J.  Gribble  appeared  and  were  sworn  for  the  con- 
testant, VLB  before  set  forth,  and  that  the  hearing  was  then  continued  until  the  20th 
day  of  December,  1895;  and  that  on  that  day  W.  C.  Knhlke,  O.  P.  Doolittle,  and 
A.  P.  Dicks  appeared  and  were  sworn  for  the  contestant,  as  before  set  forth,  and  that 
the  hearing  vvas  then  continaed  until  the  23d  day  of  December,  1895;  and  that  on 
that  day  A.  P.  Dicks,  W.  R.  Littleton,  and  O.  D.  Florence  appeared  and  were  sworn 
for  the  contestant,  as  before  set  forth,  and  that  the  hearing  was  then  continned  until 
the  27th  day  of  December,  1895 ;  and  that  on  that  day  O.  D.  Florence  and  A.  J. 
Thacker  appeared  and  were  sworn  for  the  contestant,  as  before  set  forth,  and  that 
the  hearing  was  then  continued  until  the  28th  day  of  December,  1895 ;  and  that  on 
that  day  J.  L.  Cartledge  and  W.  J.  Powell  appeared  and  were  sworn  for  the  contest- 
ant, as  before  set  forth,  and  that  the  hearing  was  then  continued  until  the  30th  day 
of  December,  1895;  and  that  on  that  day  Evans  Redfern  and  W.  C.  Williams 
appeared  and  were  sworn  for  the  contestant,  as  before  set  forth,  and  that  the  hearing 
was  then  continned  until  the  Slst  day  of  December,  1895;  and  that  on  that  day 
O.  W.  Heath  appeared  and  was  sworn  for  the  contestant,  as  before  set  forth,  and 
that  the  hearing  was  then  continued  antil  the  2d  day  of  January,  1896;  and  thai  on 
that  day  G.  W.  Montgomery  appeared  and  was  sworn  for  the  contestant,  as  before 
set  forth,  and  that  the  hearing  was  then  continned  until  the  3d  day  of  January, 
1896;  and  that  on  that  day  G.  W.  Montgomery  appeared  for  the  contestant  and  his 
examination  was  continued,  as  before  set  forth,  and  that  the  bearing  was  then  con- 
tinued until  the  4th  day  of  January,  1896;  and  that  on  that  day  the  examination  of 
G.  W.  Montgomery  was  continued,  as  before  set  forth,  and  tha^-  the  hearing  was 
then  continued  until  the  6th  day  of  January,  1896;  and  that  on  that  day  the  exam- 
ination of  G.  W.  Montgomery  was  continuea,  as  before  set  forth,  and  that  the  hear- 
ing was  then  continued  until  the  7th  day  of  .Jannarj*,  1896;  and  that  on  that  day  the 
examination  of  G.  W.  Montgomery  was  continued,  as  before  set  forth,  and  that  the 
hearing  was  then  continued  until  the  8th  day  of  January,  1896;  and  that  on  that 
day  the  examination  of  G.  W.  Montgomery  was  completed,  and  also  the  examination 
of  George  S.  Murphy  was  completed,  as  before  set  forth ;  and  that  on  the  8th  day  of 
January,  1896,  the  taking  of  evidence  was  announced  as  concluded. 

1  also  certify  that  the  19th  day  of  February,  1896,  was  appointed  for  the  taking  of 
evidence  in  rebuttal;  and  that  on  that  on  that  day  Rev.  William  Dunbar  and  the 
Rev.  W.  B.  Stradley  appeared  and  were  sworn  for  the  rontestant,  as  before  set  forth, 
and  that  the  hearing  was  then  continued  until  the  20th  day  of  February,  1896;  and 
that  on  that  day  F.  L.  Bassett,  J.  T.  Bateman,  and  George  S.  Murphy  appeared  and 
were  sworn  for  the  contestant,  as  before  set  forth,  and  that  the  hearing  was  then 
continued  until  the  21st  of  February,  1896;  and  that  on  that  day  W.  J  Deas  ap- 
peared and  was  sworn  for  the  contestant,  as  )>efore  set  forth,  and  that  the  bearing 
was  then  continued  until  the  24th  day  of  February,  1896;  and  that  on  that  day 
Claiborne  Snead  and  J.  T.  Young  appeared  and  were  sworn  for  contestant,  as  before 
set  forth,  and  that  the  hearing  was  tnen  continued  until  the  25th  day  of  February, 
1896;  and  that  on  that  day,  without  the  examination  of  any  witness,  the  hearing 
was  continued  until  the  26th  day  of  February,  1896;  and  that  on  that  day  R.  J. 
Videtto,  C.  T.  Rizer,  B.  M.  Baxley,  C.  C.  Burch,  and  W.  J.  Henning  appeared  and 
were  sworn  for  contestant,  as  before  set  forth,  and  the  hearing  was  then  continued 
until  the  27th  day  of  February,  1896,  and  that  on  that  day  S.  W.  Walton,  D.  Sluaky, 
and  S.  T.  Potts  appeared  and  were  sworn  for  the  contestant,  as  before  set  forth;  and 
that  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1896,  the  takiug  of  testimony  was  announced 
dosed. 

1  certify  that  the  names  signed  to  the  testimony  of  the  several  witnesses  is  the 
testimony  of  the  said  wituesses. 

I  certify  that  the  Exhibits  marked  A,  B,  C.  D,  £.  F,  G  are  the  identical  papers 
introduced  in  evidence,  and  identified  by  nie  at  the  time. 

I  certify  that  tlie  copies  of  summons,  as  hereto  attached,  were  issued  and  served 
by  my  orders,  and  umfer  my  seal  and  signature,  as  thereon  set  forth. 

I  certify  that  the  attached  notice  of  contest,  with  proof  of  service,  which  appears 
thereon,  were  furnished  me  by  the  contestant,  with  process  aud  service  attached,  as 
thereby  represented. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal,  at  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga.,  this  the 
28th  day  of  February,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Sam  T.  Potts,  Jr, 
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UNITIID  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
State  of  Georgia,  B%ckm<md  Countjf : 

Bt  the  Honorable  the  Superior  Court  of  Richmond  County. 

To  Sam.  T.  Potts,  Jr. : 

By  Tirtne  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested  bv  the  laws  of  this  State,  I  do 
hereby  appoint  ana  commisHion  yon  a  notary  pnblio  for  the  connty  of  Richmond, 
and  said  State.  Yon  the  said  Sam.  T.  Potts,  jr.,  are,  therefore,  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  do  and  perform  all  and  singular  the  duties  incumbent  on  you  aa 
notary  public,  as  aforesaid,  according  to  law,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  you. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court,  this  6th  day  of  December,  1896. 
Attest: 

Geo.  B.  Pournelle,    [seal.] 

Deputy  Clerk  Superior  Court,  Biohmond  County, 

By  order  of  judge  S.  C.  A.  C< : 

E.  U.  Callaway. 

Exhibit  A  is  a  copy  of  the  Augusta  Chronicle  of  November  22, 1894. 

In  contest  for  a  seat  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Conopress  of  the  United  States  of  America 

£rom  the  Tenth  Congressioniu  district  of  Georgia. 

State  of  Georgia,  Biohmond  County: 
Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  28th  day  of  February,  1896. 
[SEAL.]  Sam.  T.  Potts^  Jr. 

Exhibit  B. 

State  of  Georgia,  Biohmond  County: 

I,  Alexander  R.  Walter,  ordinary  of  said  county,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  list  of 
disqualified  voters  for  the  year  1896,  of  the  county  of  Ricnmond,  said  State,  pre- 
pared by  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  tax  coirector,  and  ordinary  of  said  county, 
and  filed  with  the  registrars  of  said  county  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1896,  is  not  on 
file  in  the  office  of  the  ordinary  of  said  countv. 

I  further  certify  that  the  only  papers  filed  in  the  office  of  the  ordinary  of  said 
county  by  the  registrars,  is  a  certified  copy  of  the  list  of  registered  voters  entitled 
to  vote,  as  prepared  by  them. 

Witness  my  nand  and  seal  of  office  this  8th  day  of  January,  1896. 

[seal.]  Alexander  R.  Walters, 

Ordinary  of  Biohmond  County,  Ga. 

Exhibit  C  is  a  copy  of  Chataigne's  Augusta  Directory. 

Exhibit  D  is  a  copy  of  list  of  polls  paid  for  year  1894. 

Exhibit  E. 

1891. 

Number  of  polls  on  digest 9,804 

Number  of  polls  paid  tnrough  comptroller-generaFs  office 3, 860 

Number  of  insolvent  polls  paid 2,027 

6,887 

3,917 

1892. 

Number  of  polls  on  digest 11,466 

Number  of  polls  paid  through  comptroller-general's  office 3, 382 

Number  of  insolvent  polls  paid 996 

4,377 

7,089 


868  WATSON  VB.   BLACK. 


Exhibit  £.-*Contliiaed« 

1893. 

NiimlK.x  of  poUa  on  digest • 11,240 

Knmber  of  doUb  paid  tnrough  comptroUer-general'B  office 2, 634 

Number  of  insolyent  polls  paid 1,606 


4^140 
7,»)0 

1894. 

Number  of  polU  on  dimt.... 11,190 

Number  of  polls  paid  tnrougb  comptroller-general's  office 5^  001 

0^119 

I,  Cbarles  8.  Bohler,  certify  that  the  foregoing  statement  contains  the  trao  amoont 
of  polls  collected  for  the  county  of  Richmond  tor  the  respective  yean  named. 

Chab.  S.  Bohlxb. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1896. 

C.  A.  BVBXDf 

Ifoiary  PubUe^  Ri6kmond  Couniy. 
Exhibit  F  consists  of  several  copies  of  newspapers,  etc. 

Exhibit  G. 

AnousTA,  Oa.,  August  — ,  1895. 


S.D.Walton: 

I  warn  you  to  stay  away  from  the  court-house  watching  or  spotting  the  negroes 
that  are  refiristertng,  and  if  you  don't  vou  can  stand  the  consequences,  yoa  *  *  * 
You  keep  &is  to  yourself  or  you  wiU  ketch  h . 


co:n"tents 


Page. 

Notice  of  oontest 8-9 

Answer  to  notice  of  contest 10-18 

Objections  of  contestee  to  the  printing  of  certain  testimony 19 

Agreements 47,116,139 

Testimony  for  contestant 21-251 

Notices  of  taking  depositions 36,86,87 

Objections 27, 28, 34, 35, 37, 40, 47,  J 18, 

132, 133, 135, 138, 146, 168, 161, 167, 170, 172, 173, 179, 195>  245, 248, 251 
Counties : 

Fnlton 37-47 

Hancock 21-28,32-34 

Jefferson 36-37 

McDnffle 21-28 

Richmond 47-261,723,801-858 

Exhibit  A.— Copy  of  an  article  entitled  ^'Angnsta  frauds  by  an 
eyewitness,"  published  in  the  People's  Party  paper  of  Atlanta, 

Ga.,  edition  of  Friday,  October  4, 1895 47 

Exhibit  B.— John  A.  Faucett,  ordinary,  McDnffle  County.  List  of 
managers  of  election  for  Richmond  County  for  the  election  of 
October  2, 1896,  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress 

for  the  Tenth  district  of  Georgia* 47 

L  Exhibit  C. — John  A.  Faucett,  ordinary,  McDnffle  Counter.    List 

^  of  Populists  stricken  from  registration  list  by  registrars  in  1895.        48 

Exhibit  G. — John  A.  Faucett,  ordiuarv,  McDnffle  County.  Pre- 
cinct returns  of  Richmond  Connty  of  the  election  held  Novem- 
ber 6, 1894,  for  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  for 

the  Tenth  district  of  Georgia 49-66 

Exhibit  G.— John  A.  Faucett,  ordinary.  McDnffle  County.  Con- 
solidated return  of  election  held  in  Richmond  County  Novem- 
ber 6,  1894,  for  a  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  for 

the  Tenth  district  of  Georgia 56,57 
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